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GOVERNMENT "EMIGRATION OFFICE, 

Saint John, New Brunswick, 

5th January, 1852. 

The three Reports herein contained, were separately laid 
before the Legislature of this Province; in 1849, 1850, and 
1851, bycommand of His Excellency the Lieutenant Governor, 
and were severally printed, at those periods, by order of the 
House of Assembly. Copies of these Reports having become 
scarce, they are now reprinted collectively, by order of His 
Excellency the Lieutenant Governor in Council. 

The undersigned has availed himself of this opportunity to 
correct and extend the Catalogue of Fishes. Seven species 
not mentioned in the first Catalogue, have been added to the 
list in the present edition; and the descriptions generally have 
been enlarged and amended. The Catalogue is not yet, how
ever, so complete or satisfactory as the undersigned could wish; 
and he still respectfully solicits information from all who may 
be willing to assist in renderiJ;lg it more perfect. 

The various letters and documents appended to the several 
Reports when they were first printed, will be found together 
in the Appendix to this edition. To these have been added 
some recent Reports and other documents, which will be found 
not only interesting, but exceedingly useful. 

M. H. PERLEY. 

H. M. Emigmtio1l Officer. 
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REPORT 
ON THE 

FISllERIES OF THE GULF OF SAINT L~ WRENCE. 
Laid before the Hou,e of Assembly by Command of His Excellency the Lieutenant 

Governor, and ordered to be Printed 8th March 1849. 

'T,HERE is probably no part of the world in which such extensive 
and valuable Fisheries are to be found, as wifhin the Gulf of Saint 
Lawrence. ~ ature has bountifully provided within its waters, 
the utmost abundance of those fishes which are of the greatest im
portance to man, as affording not only nutritious and wholesome 
food, but also the means of profitable employment. 

These fisheries may be prosecuted as well in the open wa~ers of 
the G-ulf, as within every bay, harbour, creek, cove, and inlet in 
connection with it. Whetller on the bleak and sterile coast of 
Labrador; or on the western coasts of Newfoundland and Cape 
Breton; or along the eastern shores of N oya Scotia and New 
Brunswick; or within the Bay of Chaleur; or around Prince 
Edward Island, Anticosti, or the Magdalen Islands, the fisherman 
may pursue his labours with nearly equal chances of success, and 
the full prospect of securing an ample reward for his toil. 

With such valuable and unlimited fisheries in close proximity 
to these Colonies, and as it may be said at the very doors of the 
inhabitants, it is no less strange than true, that they are prosecuted 
to the greatest extent, and with most profit, by citizens of France, 
and of the United States. . 

The French exercise an almost exclusive right of fishing upon 
the western coast of Newfoundland, the fertility and great mineral 
wealth of which have only recently become known, and are not 
yet fully appreciated. . 

From seven to eight hundred sail of American fishing vessels 
enter the Gulf of Saint Lawrence annually; and scattering over 
the whole of its wide extent, with little heed of the limits to which 
they are restricted by Treaty, pursue their business unmolested, 
and but rarely leave their stations without full and valuable fares. 

The Jersey merchants also prosecute tlwse fisheries with great 
zeal and assiduity, and, as it is believed, with much profit. They 
have permanent establishment§ and fishing stations in Gaspe, 
Labrador, and X ewfoundland, and three or more establishments in 
New Brunswick; but they by no means confine themselves to any 
particular locality. They employ upwards of one hundred vessels 
almost exclusively in carrying the rich products cf the deep to 
various foreign markets, besides the smaller craft required upon 
the coast. Two of the leading Jersey firms, Messrs. Robin and Co. 
and ~icolle Brothers, are supposed respectively to afford em
ployment, directly or indirectly, to nearly one thousand persons. 

The inhabitants of those shores of Cape Breton and Nova Scotia 
which are within the Gulf, pursue the fisheries in their immediate 
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neiahbourhood to a moderate extent; and a few of their vessels 
vis~ the Magdalen Islands, and the Labrador coast, during the 
season, The people of Prince Edwa.rd Island, ~ho are favoura~ 
bly placed for securing a goodly portIOn. of the rIches 0'£ the sea, 
make still more limited efforts; but theIr efforts can scarcely be 
described as more limited, or more feeble, than those of the people 
of New Brnnswick, who dwell upon its shores, from Baie Verte to 
the western extremity of the Bay of Chalelll'-those shores com
mandinO' as great an extent and variety of fishing ground, and as 
abunda~t snpplies o( valuable fish of every description, as can be 
found in any other part of the unrivalled Gulf of Saint Lawrence. 
while they possess equal, and perhaps superior, facilities for prose
cuting its fisheries, both extensively and profitably. 

The most valuable Fisheries of the Gulf are those for Herring, 
Cod, and Mackerel. But before entering npon the question of their 
encouragement and extension, by increased facilities of communi
cation, it will be proper to give some description of each. With 
this vipw they will be taken up in the order of the fishing season; 
after which, the secondary fisheries of the Gulfwill be briefly noticed. 

THE HERRING. 

The common Herrings (clupea elongata of De Kay and Storer,) 
appear in the Gulf of Saint Lawrence at the end of April, or early 
in May, and the fishing continues until about 10th June, when 
they retire to deep water, having deposited their spawn. These 
"spring herrings," as they are termed, are taken in " set nets" 
along the whole eastern shore of New Brunswick, around Miscoll 
Island, an~ within the Bay of Chalet1\'. Being caught while in 
the very act of spawning, they are thin and poor, of little value as 
an article of food, whether fresh 01' salted. Another herring 
appfars on the coast about the 20th A ugust, and remains in-shore 
for a month; these are fat and in good condition, furnishing excel
lent food, and a valuable commodity for export. It is admitted, 
that when first caught, these "fall herrings" are fnIly eqnal in 
every respect to the best Scotch herrings; and if they were cured 
in the Dutch manner, this fishery, from the increased price and 
demand, would become one of the most important and vahtable 
fisheries of the Gulf. 

The h.erring is the an~mal delicacy of Holland, and there enjoys 
a very different reputatIOn from that of the common salt herrina' 
of Britain or America; yet the fish of both Holland and Britaj~ 
are the same, b.eing ca~lght on the same fishing grounds, and those 
of North Amenca are 111 no respect inferior, 

The Dutch mode of curing herrings is thus described' by :Mr. 
Chambers, in his" Tour in Holland in 1838 :"_ 

" Immediately ,on bein~ ra~ght. the herrings. are bled, gutted. cleelned, salted, 
and ba1'relled. 1 he ?leedmg IS effeded by cuttmg them across the back of the 
Ile?k, a.nd then hangmg them up ror a f~w seconds by the tail. By being thn~ 
relieVed of t?e blood, the fis~ retalll a certain sweetness of flavour, and delicacy 
of flesh whzch. ~tnbled heJ:nn9~ ca~no: possibly possess. T.he rapidity of the 
process of curlDg, must hkewlse aid III preservmg thl' natIve delicacy of the 
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'<,n'imal, for tbe berring lies salted in the barrel, in a very few minutes after it 
nas been S,wimming in tbe water. I was assured that the superiority of the 
Dutch herrings is solely ascribable to this mode of curing." 

The greater mercantile value of the Dutch herrings, on the Con
'tlnentof Europe, being found to arise solely from this mode of 
curing, the Commissioners of the British Fisheries (in Scotland 1 
were induced t<J devote great attention to it, and to urge its general 
adoption by every means in their power. Their officers and 
inspectors were directed to brand every barrel of herrings, cured 
according to the Dutch mode, with the figure of the Crown, In 
their official Report for 1844, the Commissioners state that-

"The unprecedented demand from the Continent for Crown brand herrings, 
is ~ sufficient proof of the care with which the integrity of the brand is preserved, 
·as well as of the high value which is set upon it, ill all the Continental markets. 
-It was tbe strong convietion impressed npon the minds of the Commissioners, of 
the vital importance of preserving the integrity {)f the brand, whieh compelled 
them to exereise the painful duty of dismi~;;ing from the service, one of the 
Board's olJest officers. As he bad branded a cargo of berrings, which after
wards went to Hamburg, where they were complaill .. d of, as baving been founel 
unworthy of the l>ranci, the Boarel despatched the (jeneral Inspector of the East 
Coast to that place, in order that he mighb rigidly examine the contents of all 
the barrels; and on receiving an unfavourable report as to the re;;ult of his 
investigation, t]qe officer was immediately dismissed. 'fhe effect Df this prompt 
measure has been, t6 raise the {',haracter of the brand eveu higher in the estima
tion of the !Dreign fish rnerCNants, to whom the circumstaGces were generally 
known. It is by the preservation of the purity of the official branJ, that the 
produce of the British herring fishery is to be upheld in charaeter abroad, and 
the demand !Dr it largely extended in foreign markets." 

As a proof of the gradually increasing confidence which the 
'Crown brand received on the Continent, the Commissioners furnish 
,ll, statementuf the nun,ber of barrels exportt'd to the Continent, 
during the preceding seven years, commencing with 57,388 barrels 
in 1837, and &I'InualIy increasing to 181,583 barrels in 1843. 

The Commissioners further say-
'" An extensive export ,merchant has given it as ]lis 'Opinion, that if great care 

'snail be continued in the selectioll, cure, aod official illspection of the fish, the 
{}ontioent of Europe would consume more British herring~ than are now caught 
~n our fisheries. Alth6ugh they ha\'e to eontend with all the disadvantages of'l. 
dnty ·levied &n them often shillings per barrel, British herrings are now b~ought 
into 'COmpetition with Belgian fish in their own markets, and are annnally 
'diminishing the sale of nntch herrings, by fUrBishing part of the supplies ill 
markets fqrmerly entirely dependant on them. By this means their price bas 
been so reduced, that tbe number of " busses" fitted out for the deep-sea herring 
£shN"Y, has been already considerahly uiminished." 

In thei'!" Report for 1845, t.lle Commissioners say-
«Tal' increasil1gdemand for British herrings of late yeai"S in Germany, arises 

f:om their moderate price, their 'careful seledion, thei ... superior cure and qua
'My, and ahm'e all, from the secority which dealers have in the official brands. 
The general stipUlation between sellers and hu,ers is, to deliver and reccil'e 
." Crown" and ',' full" branded he.rrings, and j"lr. Miller, the Inspector of 
-the East Coast, states in a RepGrt made to the B{lard, of the information 
g.athered by .him during a snort tour of inquiry made by order of the Commis. 
SlOners, that he has the 3!ft'ilority of a firm at Stettin for stating, that they sold 
-abent 40;000 barrels 'of CrOlV'll and full hranded herrings last year, which were 
eve'l"y where received without objection, The lllspect-or fonlld Briti,h herrings 
·at Berlin, Wittemberg, Leipsic. Frankfort, Culognt', and Brussels; and llt'saw 
-se'l'eral parcels in transit for more distaut parts; the barrels were all Crown and 
Scll hrauiled, and the fish wel"e ill fine ron~ition, a.ll well meriting the official 
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brand, and much approved by everyone. He frequently inquire'd far Dutc7. 
herrings, and was uniformly shown British herrings as Dutch; and when he 
stated that they were British, they always 'insisted that .t1?~y were. Dutch, and 
they sold them as Dutch. So general is the use of BrItIsh herrIngs on the 
Continent, that at Embuen, where a few years ago fifty vessels were annually 
fitted out for the fishery, and a bouuty of about £50 paid to ~ach, .the numbel' 
of \'cssels wa. reduced to twell,c, notwithstanding the con!lnnatlOll of that 
bountJ, The Illspector General learned from the British Consul at Frankfort. 
that the navigatioll of the Rhine to i\Iaycnce, or Frankfort, has n.ot been 
attempted by vessels laden with British herrings, In c'Ollsequence of the Jeal~usy 
of the Dutch, who tblOw insuperable obstacles in the way. Those herrIngs 
which have been sent thither, were transhipped at Rotterdam, when the charges 
levied in Holland, proved to be almost pro~libitory. Bnt as the prospect lias 
arisen of immediate transport by a Canal connecting the 1\1 aine with the Danube, 
the Catholic countries of Bavaria, Hungary, and Austria, may be expected 
to afford new markets for our herrings, when the nayigation of the. Rhine 
may he attempted, 01' when the Rail;ray from Antwerp t~ Cologne may be' 
employed. " 

These extracts from official reports of the highest character, 
show most clearly the increased value which the Dutch mode of 
curing gives to British herrings; while the careful inspection, and 
the rigid measures adopted to preserve the integrity of the official 
brand, indicate in the strongest manner, the necessity for a similar 
inspection in New Bmnswick. At present, from the entire absence 
of both skill and care, one of the most prolific and most valuable 
fisheries of the Gulf is rendered of the least value, and there is a 
complete waste of the bounties of Providence. Herrings are taken 
in the largest quantities, at a season when they are almost unfit tv 
be eaten, because they are then caught with the greatest ease, and 
at least expense, and thousands of barrels are fOllnd of so little 
worth, that they are used to manure the land, or are left to rot 
upon the beaches. 

In the autumn, when the herrll'gs are in fine condition, they 
are taken during a few weeks only. becallse our fishermen are 
quite ignorant of the proper mode of curing to renJer them of value, 
an~ ar~ not aware of the manner. of USi,lg drift nets in deep water, 
wInch IS so successfully practised by the herring fishers of Loch 
Fyne, and other noted stations in Scotland. By a similar manner 
of fishing, our fishermen could continue to catch herrings until the 
latest period of the fishing season, and those taken last would be 
of the finest quality. 

The mode of fishing by drift nets, is thus described bv Mr. 
Yarre1l, in his admirable work on British Fishes :_ • 
. "The net is suspended by its upper edge, from the drift rop!!, by yariou,. 
~horter. aua,smaller ropes, called buoy ropes; and considerable practical skill 
IS reqUIred 1ll the a:-rangement, that tbe net may hang with the meshes square, 
sl~ooth.' and eyen, 111 the water, ann at the proper depth' for according to the 
wmel tIde s't f ftl'" 1 ., th ' , .' ,l ua Ion 0 1elr LOOt, anu 0 er causes, the herrings swim at various 
illstances below the surfaee." 

. "1'l:e size of the boat depends on the distance from shore at which the fishery 
IS carried on; but whether in deep or in shallow ,yaler the nets are only ill 
actual use dnring the ni~lit: It is found that the fish ~trike the nets ill much 
great~r numbers when It IS dark, than while it is light· the uarkest night. 
ther:iore, and those in which the surfac0 of the water is ruffled by a breeze, a;~ 
c.onsldered the most favourable. It is supposed that nets stretched ill the day 
t.lme alarn; the fi,h, and cause them to quit the place where that practice is 
tollowed; It is, there/orr, strictly forbidden." 
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Many thousands of barrels of the inferior" spring herrings," are 
taken at the Magdalen Islands every season, at the period when 
they approach the shores of those Islands to deposit their spawn. 
'fhey are then very poor, and as bnt little care is taken in curing 
them, they often prove unfit for human food. They are caught in 
large seines, which r<"quire 15 or 20, and sometimes 40 men to 
manage them; and they are capable of enclosing, and bringing to 
the shore, fr{)m :;JOO to 1000 barrels at a single haul. Wlwn taken 
from these seines, it is the common practice to put them in the 
holds Df the vessels, without washing, bleeding, or divesting them 
of their o·ffaI. rhey are salted" in bulk," as it is termed. and so 
they remain until the vessel arrives at the port whence she sailed, 
whether in the Colonies, or in the United States. They are then 
taken out and packed in barrels, sweltering in all their'impurity ; 
but whole cargoes frequently prove worthless as food, and. are llsed 
for dressing grass lund. 

The number of barrels of 11errings exported from the several 
Ports in the Counties of ]{estigouche, Gloucester, ;\T orthnm berland, 
and Kent, dnring the last eight years, is thus stated :-

_ POR~S. _ 1841_~842 ~8-t3 lS-lj IS45 184~ IS'!j 1848 TOTAI.S. 

Restigouche, .... 13 .. •• •• 41.. 75.. 12!l 
Bathurst,.... • • .. .. • • • • 20 fi2 .. •• 2::'0 3~:? 
Caraquet, ......... 26 87 16 50 11 () 437 396 28 115(1 
l\Iiramichi, .. .... 140 346 219 108U 3732 1 EU 1189

1

" 789S 

Ri~h~~~~:~~: •. : ~ ~ ~>~ -~ ~- -iso -~ ~~!-~ 3:~ 9:~~ 
A large proportion of the fish exported from Miramichi, are a 

species of shad known as the gasp ere au or alev"ife, (alosa tyran
nus), which leave th~ sea, and ascend most of the rivers of the 
Gulf, to spawn. They are a thin, dry fish, much inferior to the 
sea herrings when salted; they find a market in the vVest Indies, 
as from their leanness, they are less liable to spoil in a hot climate 
than the fat herrings. 

From the preceding table it appears clearly, that beyond fur
nishing some portion of the food of the inhabitants of the northern 
Counties of New Brunswick, the magnificent andunJimited her

,ring fishery of the Gulf of Saint Lawrence and Bay of Chaleur, 
barely furnishes a sufficient quantity for export to prevent herri~lgs 
being a1together omitted from the returns. 

Of ali the fisheries of the Gulf of Saint Lawrence, none could 
be increased to a greater extent, or would furnish a more valuable 
export, than the herring fishery, if placed under judicious regula
tions, and conducted with greater skill and care. The manner of 
taking herrings by drift-nets in deep water, requires to be generally 
known and adopted. At present, these excellent anel truly valua
ble fi~h, which exist in the Gulf in myriads, during the latter part 
of the season, when they are in the finest condition, are only caught 
in sufficient quantities to furnish bait for cod, and a supply for 
!domestic use. 
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The Dutch mode of curing also requires to be introouced, in order 
that the full flavour and fine quality of ~he fish may be preserve~o 
If cured according to this approved mode, and properly pa.cked In 

barrels of hard wood be-ariJlIY an official brand. (on winch Cull 
reliance could be plac~d,) to denote the quality of the fish withiu, 
the herrings of the Gulf of Saint Lawrence would meet a rf~ady 
market througlwnt the whole extent o.f Canada, and would find 
their way by inlanrl navigation, and the gloeat lakes, to the most 
westprn States of the Union, where there exists a large ana con
stan.tly increasing demand. To other parts of the United State~) 
and to foreign ports elsewhere, they might be profitably exported, 
if they could reach St. John, at all seasons, at a moderate charge. 

The herring fishery of the Gulf would be more benefited than 
any other, by the construction of Railways, and the increased 
facilities for communication which they would afford. No other 
descrioti"on of fish would probably (urn'ish so large an amount of 
rail wa~y traffic, as, if once p.roperly established, this fishery, which 
can now be scarcely said tl) exist, might be prosecuted to au 
almol;t unlimited extent. 

THE COD. 
The Cod Fishery commences from the 1st to tke 10th June, and 

continues until the end of N ovem ber; it may be prosecuted in eye];y 
part of the Gulf of Saint Lawrence, to a greater or less extent. 

Near the shores of New Bnmswiek, the best fishing grounds. 
or rather, those most frequented, are from Point Bscnmina:.: tl} 
Miscoll, and thence along ?he Bay of Chaleur, to the Restigonche. 

The inhabitants of the COll:1ty of Glollcester prosecute the shore 
fishery, to a greater extent than any others on the ~ ew Bruns
wick COtlst. 'Their p~'incipal stations are Miscou, Shippagan, 
Caraquet. and Grande Ance. They go out in bemts, from one to
fifteen miles from the land, in the morning, and when at the 
longer distance, do not return until the evening of the following 
day. The boats have two fore-and-aft sails, and a jib; each boat 
is managed by two men, and frequently there is with them a boy. 
Each man has two lines, from 30 to 48 fathoms in lenath and 
they are a1so furnished with maekerel lines, spare le~ds: and 
hooks. The boat. has O!1.rs, an .anchor and rope, compass, and 
small oven for cookmg; the cost IS about £ 18 f('tO each boat, with 
complete outfit. The fishernlen generally build their own boats 
during the wint~r; the keel is of birch; the timbers (}f cedar; and 
the planks of pme or cedar. A boat will last from six to eicrht 
years, and so will the sails also, with care. '" 
~he qu~ntal, by which CO? are ~1vmys sol?, is 112to of dry fish. 

It IS conSIdered a good day s fishmg, at l\hscou, for one of these 
boats to take ten quintals of fish, which they frequently do. When 
first ,caught, 112 of the small fish, and 30 of the large size, are 
reckoned to the quintal. 

~early all the fisher~el1 of Sbipl}agan and the Bay of Chaleur.
splIt, salt, and cure theIr own fish. When they do not, 252Ib of 
green fish, salted and drained, are given to a curer) to rettlm. 
112lli of merchantable dry fish. 
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The boats, as they return from the fishing banks, run alongside 
a stage built over the water, upon which the fish are thrown out. 
The first man that handles the fish cuts its throat with a single 
stroke of his knife, and slides it along a sort of table to another, 
who whips off the head, and drops it, with the entrails, through a 
hole in the table, into the water underneath, retaining only the 
liver, which is thrown into a tierce to make oil. The next man 
splits the fish, and takes out the backbone; on the manner in 
which thE'se operations are performed, the quality of the fish for 
market, in a great degree depends. They are then washed, and 
rubbed with salt, in which they remain for six or eight days; then, 
being again well washed, they are placed in what is called a 
"horse-pile," to drain. A [ter draining tvrenty four hours, they 
are spread out to dry, on long narrow wicke~ frames or stages, sd 
up on purpose, called" flakes." They require to be frequently 
turned to prevent their being" sun-burnt," or" salt-burnt;" and 
they cure in about three weeks. It is not well t\J cure them too 
fast; they are best when dried moderately. 

After the fish are sufficiently cured, they are collected and laid 
in small ci.rcles, with the tails outwards; these circles are con
tinually built upon, each row being larger than the one below it, 
until the pile is about three feet high, when the circles begin to 
diminish, so as to form a conical roof; this is covered with birch 
bark, and ston~s are placed upon it. The piles are thus rendered 
impervious to the heaviest rains; and in this position, the fish are 
left to sea~on before being packed for exportation. 

The Bay of Chaleur cod are more prized in the markets of the 
Mediterranean, and will, at all times, sell there more readily, and 
at higher prices, than any other. They are beautifully white; and 
being very dry, can better withstand the effects of a hot climate 
and long voyage, than a more moist fish. The peculiarity of their 
being smaller than cod caught elsewhere, is also of great impor
tance as regards the South American market, for which they are 
packed in tubs of a peculiar shape, called "drums," and into 
which they are closely pressed by mpans of a powerful screw. 

The usual haits for cod on the New Brunswick coast, and in 
the Bay of Chaleur, are-capelin, in the early part of the season 
-and afterwards, hE'rring and mackerel-when no other bait can 
be had, clams are used. 

The capelin (rnallotu8 villosus) is a beautiful little fish, from 
four to seven inches in length, the under jaw longer than the upper, 
the colour of the back greenish, the under surface of the body 
silvery. They usually appear about Miscoll, and in the Bay of 
Chaleur, early in May; hilt sometimes not until near the end of 
that month. Thl~ COlI fishery does not fairly commence until the 
arrival of the capelin, which continue near the shores until the end 
of J llly. 

There has been great complaint of late years, in the upper part 
~f the Bay of Chalenr, of the falling off in the cod fishery, which 
is said to be every year decreasing. At Carleton, Maria, New 
Richmond, and ()ther places on the Gaspe shore, the fishing 
eBtablishments are deserted, and going to ruin. At these places, 
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there was formerly an abundant supply of fish; but the inhabitants 
llOW barely catch enough for their own winter store. 

This decrease is also felt on the New Brunswick shore. The 
settlement of Petit Rocher sends out about 50 boats only, which 
average a catch of 50 quintals each, during the season. The 
Pockshaw coast sends out a few boats, but they only fish occa
sionally. The Caraquet and Shippagan b~ats, further down ~he 
Bay, take more than 100 quintals E'ach dunng t?e season, whlCh 
are of better quality than those taken off PetIt Rocher. !he 
decline of the cod fishE'ry in the upper part of the Bay is attrIbu
ted to the wanton destruction of the proper and natural food of the 
cod-herrin'" and capelin--which are taken in immE'nse quan
tities; not f~r immediate eating, or for curing, or for bait-but for 
manuring the ·land ! 

In a representation made to the Canadian Legislature by a 
fisherman of Gaspe, it is stated, that this fisherman has seen five 
hundred barrels of capelin taken in one tide, expressly for manure; 
and that he has also seen one thousand barrels of herrings caught 
at one time, and not taken away, but left to rot upon the beach! 

It has been remarked in the Bay of Chaleur, that owing to this 
waste of the smaller fish, the cod fishery recedes, as agriculture 
advances. The lazy farmer, who thinks he can increase the fer
tility of his land by a single sweep of his seine, doE'S so at the 
expense of thE' fisheries, although a bountiful Providence has 
furnished the shore with inexhaustible quantities of kelp, sea
ween, and other valuable manurE'S, which rE'ally E'nrich the soil, 
while it is admitted that the USE' of fish greatly deteriorates it. 

The Legislature of Canada has been strongly urged to make it 
a misdemeanor, punishable by fine and imprisonment, for any 
pE'rson to use either herring or capelin as manme; and such a 
measure wonld seem to be. highly desirable in K ew Brunswick. 
To be effective, there should be similar regulations on both sides 
of the Bay of Chaleur. 

The deep-sea fishery for cod is not prosecuted to any great 
extent in the Gulf by the people of New Brunswick. A few 
schooners proceed fr~lll the fishing stations in the County of Glou
cester, already mentIOned, to the Bradelle Bank, about fifty miles 
fr~~l Miscoll. In the summer of 1839, H. M. S. Champion, in 
SallIng from t.he East Cape of Prince Edward's Isiand to the Bay 
of Chaleur, (crossing the Bradelle Bank) passed throucyh a fleet of 
600 to 700 sail of American fishin o

Cl schooners all enO'~cyed in cod 
fil

' , 00 
sling. 

The vessels of. Gaspe freqnently resort to A nticosti, off the 
eastern end of whIch Island, cod are often taken in great abun
dance and of good quality. 

The excellent fisllE':y on the Labrador coast is prosecuted almost 
wholly by the Am~ncaJ1s, and by vessels from Newfoundland, 
Canada, and Nova Scotia. The vessels usually employed are 
schooners of 70 or 80 tons bnrthen, and thev arrive on the coast 
abo?'t the end of ~ay. Every part of the c·oast is frequented by 
fishmg vessels dmmg the season, from Mount Joli, at the southern 
,!>oundary of Labrador, to the northern extremity of the Straits of 
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Belleisle. On reaching the coast, the vessel enters some snug 
harbour, where she is moored, and there remains quietly at anchor, 
nntil a fun fare, or the departure of the fish, requires the master 
to seek another inlet, or return home. 

The fish','ry is carried on entirely in boats, and the number 
found most nsefnl is one for every thirty tons of the vessel; there 
are two men to each boat. If fish are in plenty, and not too dis
tant from the vessel, they are expected in good weather to get two 
loads each day. The return of the boats with fish is the signal 
for the dressing crew, who remain on board, to commence their 
operations. If it is intended that the vessel shall remain on the 
coast until the fish are ready for market, they are taken on shore 
as canght, and there dresseci, salted, and driee], before being put on 
board the vessel. But it is the more common practice, especially 
with vessels from the United States, to salt the fish on board, and 
take their cargoes home in a green state, drying them after arrival. 

The vessels from Nova Scotia and Canada, in ~eneral, carry 
their cargoes home in a green state. 

A bout three hundred ,-chooners from Newfoundland resort to 
the Labrador coast every season, during which they llsually make 
two voyages. vVhen they first return from the coast, they take 
home ;, c~rgo of dry fish; . but on the second return voyage, 'a con
siderable proportion of the fish is in a " green" or pickled state, and 
is dried at Newfoundland. 

The Labrador coast is indented every where with excellent 
harbours, w"hich have been frequented for a very long period. 
From the security of these harbours, and the general certainty of 
an ample supply of fish, this coast is preferred by many fishermen 
to any other fishing station withij the Gulf. 

The average produce of this fishery may be estimated at ten 
quintals of dry fish to every ton of the vessels employed; bl,lt the 
masters of the American schooners are dissatisfied ,,,hen they fail 
to catch 12 or 13 quintals per ton. The baits are principally the 
capelin and the herring, both of which abound on that coast. The 
herrings taken at Labrador, in the latter part of the season, are 
considered very fine; yet they are not caught as a chief object of 
pursuit, but merely as an adjunct to the cod fishery. 

The quantity of dried cod exported from New Brunswick Ports, 
in the Gulf of Saint Lawrence, during the last eight years, is thus 
stated, in quintals :--

PORTS. 1841 1842 1843 18"\'845, '8'161_'847 ,ISIS T,t." 
Dalhousie,. • • • . • • • • • 500. • • • • • • • • • 500 
Bathurst. .• • . • • • • • 50 •• • • • • • • • • 1091 1141 
Caraquet, ........... 7770 9638867088417456 ll,673 8G7:2 14,678 77,398 
Miramichi,......... •• 486 300 150 70 272 1398 298 2974 
Richibucto, ..... ,. • • • •• . • 40. '1 25 270 1 . . I 335 

Totals, •••••••• 7770 10,17494709031752611,970 10,34016,16782,348 

From this return it appears, that the export of dried cod from 
the northern Ports of New Brunswick, is chiefly from Caraqnet. 
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This export is made almost wholly by the Jerse:y- h?uses of Robin 
and Co, and Le Boutillier Brothers, of PaspebJac In Gaspe, and 
Alexandre and Co., of Shippagan. to Brazil, Spain, Portugal, 
Sicily, and the Italian States. The export of cod from the Gulf 
of Siint Lawrence to foreign markets, is a branch of business 
which the merchants of New Brunswick have yet to learn. 

The quantity of dried cod exported to foreign cO.l1ntries from. 
the District of Gaspe, dlJring the past year (1848,) IS thns stated 
from official returns :-

Gaspe Basin, 
New Carlisle, 

41,269 quintals. 
46,523 do. 

Total, 27,7~2 quintals. 
The whole quantity of dried cod exported from Ken:- Brunswick 

during the last eight years, is exceeded by the qua~ltIty exported 
from Gaspe dllring the year 1848 only, by 5,414 qUllltals. 

There is reason to believe, that a considerable proportion of the 
cod exported from New Carlisle, is caught on the south side of the 
Bay of Chaleur, and about Miscou, the fishiug grounds being bet
ter near the New Brunswick shores, than on the Gasi)e side of 
ilieBry. • 

The quantity of dried cod exported from Kewfoundland in 1845 
was l,000,333 quintals, of which one-sixth was the produce of the 
fishery on the Labrador coast.. * 

The whole line of the New Brnllswick coast from Shediac to 
Escuminac, arol1nrt the Bay of 1\1iramichi, and thence along the 
shores from Tabusintac to Shippagan and Miscou, offers the greatt'st 
facility for prosecuting either the in-shore, deep-sea, or Labrador 
cod fishery. There are numerous harbours, creeks, coves, lagoons, 
and inlets, on this line of coast, well shelterert, with sutficient water 
for boats and vessels of every size and description; the beaclles 
are admirable for drying fish, and tlwre is abundance of wood at 
hand for the construction of stages and "fish flakes," The soil, 
too, is generally excellent, and owing to the flatness of the coast, 
the shore is every where easy of approach. For the establishment 
of fishing stations by merchants of capital and skill, or the 
organization of Fishil;g Colonies on an extensive scale, this coast 
offers rare advantages. 

The Bay of Chaleur likewise possesses many advantages for the 
prosecution of the fisheries. The whole Bay mav be considered 
one great harbour, as throughout its entire breadth anu extellt, 
there is not a single rock, reef, or shoal. During the summer it 
literally swarms with fish of every description known 011 the sh~res 
of British North America; and its ancient Indian name of" Eck
etaun Kemaachi "-the Sea of Fish-well denotes its character . 

. T~e facilities .for ship buil?ing. are ve.ry great on the New Bruns. 
wlCI~ Side of tIllS Bay. 'I he tImber IS of excellent quality, and 

• The Fren~h employ 360 vessels, from 100 to 300 to,," each with crews amounting to 
17,OOOmen, In the Newfoundland fisherie,. Their annual c~tch of cod averages 1,200,. 
000 qumtals. 'J?he ,Government bounty is eleven f,'ancs per quintal, which is fully the 
>;,~lue of the artICle Itself. A Freneh vessel for the Bank fishery, of 300 tons, has a crew 
at at.least 40 men, and from 7 to 9 heavy anchors, with 800 fatboms of hemp cable and 
4 or 0 large boats, capable of staltding heavy weather. • ' 



Of the Gulf of Smllt Lazurence. Ii 

noted for its durability, more especially the larch, which is 
accounted equal to any in the world, Mr. MacGregor, M. P. for 
Glasgow, late Secretary to the Board of Trade, in one of his offi
cial Reports to that Board, says-

"The larch· built vessels of the Bay of Chaleur are remarkably durable. A 
vessel belonging to Rohin and Co., which I saw at Paspebiac in 18~4, I went 
on board of again in 1839, in the port of l\fessina,.where she was then diRcharg
iug a cargo of dry codfish, to feed the Sicilians. This vessel, then more than 
thirty years olll, was perfectly sounll." 

The "buUow" mode of fishing for cod, introduced by the 
French at N ewfonndland, and noV\' being adopted by the English 
residents there, might veq probably be followed with advantage 
by the fishermen dwelling on the NeVI' Brnllswick coast. 

The" bultow" is described as a long line, with hook~ fastened 
along its whole length, at regular distances, by shorter anel smaller 
cords called snoods, which are six feet long, and are placed on the 
long line twelve feet apart, to prevent the hooks becoming entan
gled. N ear the hooks, these shorter lines or snoods, are formed of 
separate t~1l'eads, loosely fastened together, to guard against the 
teeth of the fish- Buoys, buoy fopes, and anchors or grapnels, are 
fixed to each end of the line; and the lines are always laid, or as 
it is termed" shot" across the tide; for if the tide runs, upon the 
end of the line, the hooks will become entdngled, and the fishing 
will be wholly lost. These" set-lines" have oeen some time in 
llse on the coast of Cornwall, in England, and the mode is there 
called" bulter" fishing.>~~ A gentleman connected with the Bri
tish Fishery Board, has snggested an improvement, in fixing a 
small piece of cork within about twelve inches of the hook, which 
will suspend and float the bait, when it will be more readily seen 
by the fish. If a bait fPsts upon the ground, it is sometimes 
covered with sea-weed, and often devoured by star-fish, crabs, and 
ecllini. 

In a petition from the inhabitants of Bryant's Cove, in N ew
foundland, to the Legislature of that Colony, in 1816, it is stated, 
that the "baltow" mode of fishing had bE'en introciuced in that 
vicinity in tllP previous year, at first by a f;illgle line, or " fleet," 
as it is termed, of one hundred hooks; and this proved so success
ful, that before the end of the season, seventy five fleets were used, 
some of them three hundred fathoms long .. ' The petitioner,; repre
sent, that the set-line, or "bnltow," is the best mode of fishing 
ever introduced in those waters, as being less expensive in outfit, 
and keeping boats in repair. They state, that a set-line will last 
three years, and with care, even longer; that the total expense of 
fitting one out, with a gross of hooks, is only fifteen shillings; and 
that it is not moved during the season, nor taken up, except for 
overhauling and baiting, until the fish move out in the deep "Yater 
in the autumn. The petitioners add, that the fish taken by the 
" bultow" are larger than those taken by the hand line, as also 
superior in quality; and that it was a common ~hing, during the 

• Mr. Wallop Blabazon, in his work all the Deep-Sea Fisheries of Irelalld, says this mode 
of fishing is much practised on the West Coast of Ireland, where it is called" spilliard,:' 
or" spillet " fishing. 
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preceding spason, for one and a half 9uintals of fis!1 to be taken off 
a gross of hooks, in overhauling the line of ~ mornIng. It appears. 
that the lines are overhauled, and fresh balts placed on the hooks 
every morning and eyening; ann it is set for~h as an advan.tage ?f 
the "bnltow," that if the fisherman leaves It properly baited In 

the morning, it is fishing for him while he is at work in his garden; 
whereas, by the other mode, if he was not 011 the ground, he could 
not pxpect fish. The petition then proceeds thus:-

"Your petitioners therefore pray your honourable Ho.use to cau~e the. ful
lowing rules, or something lik'e them, to pass into law, as like all new IIlVen:101H;, 
the set·line, or ., bullow," has to strnggle against many hinderances, from Igno
rance, and bigotry to the old method, yet, as your petitioners have endeavoured 
to show, the" bultow" has proved itself, wh~t may be lully termeJ, .. THE 

POOR l\1AN'S FRIEND:' 

The rules which the petitioners pray may become law, are simply 
that the fishing grounds may be di videc1 into two parts, one for the 
"bultow," and one for hand-lilie fishermen; that the "bultows" 
shall always be set parallel with each other, that they may not get 
foul, and may take up as little room as possible; and lastly, that a 
person conversant with this mode of fishing, may be appointed to 
enforce these rules, and to instrnct thos!:1 who are not acquainted 
with the method, in the proper manner of fitting out and setting 
the" bultow." The petitioners conclude by stating their belief, that 
jf their suggestions are carried out, the boats now used in the shore 
fislwry will, in three years, give place to the" bultow" throughout 
J\'ewfoundland, as they have already done in Bryant's Cove. 

For the deep-sea fishery, the" bultow" is of great length. The 
Freneh fishing vessels chiefly anchor OIl the Grand Bank of X ew
foundlancl, in about 45 fathoms water, veer out one hundred fathoms 
of cable, and prepare to catch cod, with two lines, each 3000 fathoms 
in length. Tbe snoods are arranged as previously described, and 
the hooks being baited, the lines are neatly coiled in half bushel 
baskets, clear lor running out. The baslcets are placed in two 
strong built lng-sail boats, and at three o'clock in the afternoon, 
both make sail together, at right angles from the vessel, on opposite 
sides; when the lines are run ont straight, they are snnk to within 
five feet of the bottom. A t day break next morning, the boats 
proceed to trip the sinkers at the extremities of the lines, and 
while the creVl' of each boat are hauling in line and unhooking fish, 
the men on board heave in the other end of the lines, with a winch. 
In this way, four hnndred of the la1'''(' Bank cod are commonly 
taken of a night. The fish are clea~ed and salted on board, an~l 
stowed ill the hold in bulk; the livers are boiled to oil which is 
put in large casks secured on deck. The French vesseis enaaaed 
in th~s fishery, are fron: },10 to 300 tons burthen ; they arri~e "'on 
the Grand Bank ear]"- 111 J nne, and on the averaae complete their • J C' , 

cargoes Il1 three months. I n fine weather, the largest class of 
vessels frequentlv run out three or fonr "bllltOWS" in different 
directions fro~ tbe ship, and thus fish 10,000 fathoms of line, or 
more, at one tune, with a proportionate number of hooks. 

Shoulcl this mode of fishin a be approved measures miaht be 
d . 1 "" 0 eVlsec for promoting its adoption near the shores of New 
Brunswick. 
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If circumstances should ari'se to induce the prosecution of the 
cod fishery of the Gdf of Saint Lawrence, on a more extensive 
scale, so~e regulations will be nece~sary for an efficient inspection 
of dried fish, intended for exportation to foreign markets, in order 
to give a character to the commodity, and prevent carelessness ill 
ctll'ing. On ~his point, the Commissioners of the British Fisheries, 
in ,their Report for 1844, say-

"It is very gratirying to observe, that there is a gradual increase in the annual 
export of dried cod to Spain, where a most extensh'c market for the COllSUlllptioll 
of this description offish, may be fairly looked for, in the co'use of some yean:. 
This can only he obtained by uuremitting care on the part of the Board's 
officers, in their inspection and punching of the fish, the Spaniards being I'ery 
particular in regard to the excellence of the article they purchaFe. The Commis
sioners haye judged it right to order an improvement in the form of thp. official 
punch nsed fur stamping the dried eod and ling, and instead of that lately used, 
which cut a square figure out of the tail of the fish, for whieh some pri I'ate marks 
used by curers were liable to be mistaken, they have adopted a erOl'm, which 
is less liable to be imitated." 

Besides cod, there are several species of fish of the same genns, 
caught in the Gulf, in the proserwtion of the cod fishery. TIH'se 
are-the haddock, the hake, and the torsk, or tusk. These fish 
are cured in the same manner as cod, to which, however, they are 
inferior. They are known commercially as "scale fish;" and 
on the average, they sell at about half the price of cod. 

The cod fishers in the Gulf often take the large flat-fish, known 
as thp, halibut, which sometimes attains the weight of 30011. 
The flesh, though white and firm, is dry, and the muscular i1bre 
coarse. These fish are cut in slices, and pickled in barrels, in 
which state tbey sell at half the price of the best herrings. 

THE MACKEREL. 
The common mackerel abounds in the Gulf of Saint Lawrence, 

and is one of the chief objects of pursuit with the numerous fleets 
of American fishing vessels, which are to be found yearly in every 
part of the Gulf. The A mericans begin fishing for mackerel, ill 
the Gulf, on the first of J ul y, and finish at the end of Spptem ber ; 
but the resident fishermen might bpgin this fisbng earlier, and 
continue it until the very close of the season. 

Mr. MacGregor describes the mackerel of the Gulf as bt'illg of 
milch finer flavour than those caught on the shores of Europe. 

It has been generally supposed that the mackerel was a fish of 
passage, performing certain periodical ,migrations-making long 
voyages from south to north at one season of the year, and the 
reverse at another; but the error of this opinion is now generally 
admitted. It is known with certainty, that rnaekerel remain near 
the coast of England at all times, as they have been taken there 
in every month of t11e year. Mr. Yarrell, 'whose work on British 
Fishes is of the highest authority, is of opinion that the mackerel is 
not a migratory fish; he says-

" The law of nature which ohliges mackerel and others to yisit the shallow 
waters of tile shores at ~ particular season, appears to he one of those wise and 
hountiful prooisions of the Creator, by which uot only is the species perpetuateJ 
with the greatest certainty. but a large portion of the parent auimals are thus 
brought within the reach of man; who, hut fol,' the action of this law, would be 
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" , 1 f f tl10se species most valuable to him as food. Fo)', the uepnvec 0 many 0 " fii t' ft I 
k I d' "d over the immense suTfa~,tJ of the deep, no e ec lye s 1ery 

mac ere lsper,e d f: 11 d' t' 
ld b ' 'I 'but approaching the shore as they 0, rom a lrec JOn s, 'Cou e carrlec on , , , h h' h t 

rl ' long the coa~t in immense shoals, mIllIons are caug t, W IC yf? 
an r')vlllg a "d tl t ' " form but a \'ery small portion compared with the myrla s 1a escape. 

AlthouO'h mackerel are fonnd in vast shoals along the whole 
eastern cgast of New Brunswick, and within the Bay of. C?aleur, 
yet tbe quantity taken by resident fishermen is so very limIted, as 
not to furnish a sufficient supply for home consumptIOn, and few 
ind~ed for export. 

The Ports of the Province within the Gulf, exported the under-
mentioned quantities of mackerel, in barrels, during the last eight 
years '-
.----------~----~------~--~--.---.--,~--

PORTS, 184111842 1843 18H _1845 184~_1847 _~48 Total. 

i)alhousie~ •••••••• --'-'-1--'-.- -" -:: --:-:- . . . . . . . . . . 
Bathurst, .,. • •• • • • • • • • • • • • • • 33 • • 4 37 
Caraquet,.......... 00 .. .. 00 .. 256 99 25 380 
l\liramichi,........ •• "1 00/ .. . ./14.5 47 •• 192 
Richibucto, ..... • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

----------------I 
Totals. ,. 00..... .. .. I 00 .. 00 434 146 29 609 

This is a most" beggarly account" of a fishery, which ought 
to be, in this Province, one of the most extensive and most lucra
tive. The export of 29 barrels only in the year 1848 is perfectly 
surprising, when it is considered that the season was one, in which 
the mackerel fishery was more than usually successful. In August 
last, the waters of the Straits of Northumberland, from Shediac 
to Prince Edward Island, were perfectly alive with mackerel. Off 
Point Escuminac, the A merican fishermen caught them with such 
rapidity, and in such quantities, that they were unable to clean 
and salt the fish as fast as they were caught; and it was reported 
on the coast, that they had sent on shore, and engaged some of the 
settlers at high wages, to go off to the vessels, and assist in these 
necessary operations, 

!'.1ollsieur Leon Robicheaux, an intelligent native fisherman, 
resident on Shippagan Island, from whom the ',niter obtained 
valuable information as to the fisheries, stated, that although 
mackerel Wf'l'e always plentiful during the season near Shippagan 
and M iscou, yet the resident fishermen were too idle to take them. 
He added, that they only caught a few as bait for cod, or as mat
ter of sport, when sailing to or from their stations for cod fishing. 

The A merican vessels which prosecute mackerel fishing near 
the shores of New Brunswick, are fitted out in Maine and Mas
sachusetts; they have two long voyages to make in goina' to, and 
returning from, their fishing ground, yet they find it profitable 
without any bounty, If it be profitable to them, how much more 
so could it be made by resident fishermen, who are spared the 
expense of costly vessels and outfits, high wages, and 10nO" vovaO'es. 

The mode of fishing pursued by the American mack~'el fisl~ers 
who freql1ent the Gulf, is that with the line, called " trailing." 
~Then a " scl~ull" is met with, ~he vessel, generally of {)O or 80 
wns burthen, IS put under easy saIl, a smart breeze (thence called 
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a mackerel breeze) being considered most favourable. It is stated 
by Mr. Sabine, of EastporV who is good authority, that he has 
known a crew of ten men, when fishing in the Bay of Chaleur, 
catch in one day, ninety packed or " dressed" b'lrrels of mackerel, 
which could not contain less than 12,000 fish. 

If no fish are in sight, the American mackerel fisher on reach
ing some old resort, furls all the sails of his vessel, except the main 
sail, brings his" craft" to the wind, and commences throwing over 
bait, to attract the fish to the surface of the water. The bait is 
usually small mackerel, or salted herrings, cut in pieces by a 
machine, called a "bait·mill." This consists of an oblong wooden 
box, standing on one end, containing a roller armed with knives, 
which is turned by a crank on the outside; it Cl}ts up bait very 
expeditiously. If the fisherman succeeds, the mackerel then seem 
willing to show how fast they can be caught; and the fishing goes 
on till the approach of night, or the sudden disappearance of the 
remnant of the "schull" puts an end to it. The fish are then 
dressed, and thrown into casks of water to rid them of blood. To 
ensure sound and sweet mackerel, it is indispensable that the blood 
and impurities should be thoroughly removed before salting; that 
the salt should be of the best quality, free from lime, or other inju
rious substances; and that the barrels should, in all cases, be tight 
enough to retain the pickle. 

In those harbours of Nova Scotia which are within the Strait 
of Canso, mackerel, oflate years, have been taken in seines, capablE' 
of enclosing and securing 800 barrels; and in these seines, 400 
and even 600 barrels have been taken at a single sweep. The 
"drift-net" is aho used; but as it is believed that this mode of 
fishing is not so well understood on the coast of Nova Scotia, as on 
that of England, the manner of fishing near the lattf'r, vvith the 
" drift-net," as described by Mr. Y arre I, is given in preference:-

" The most common mode of fishing for mackerel, and the way in which the 
greatest numbers are taken, is by drift-net~. The drift-net is 20 feet deep, by 

. 120 feet long; well corked at the top, hut without lead at the bottom. They 
are made of small fine twine, whieh is tanned of a reddish-brown colour, to pre
serve it from the action of tbe salt water, and it is thereby rendered much more 
durahle. The sizl' nf the mesh is about 2i inches, or rather larger. Twelve, 
fifteen, and sometimes eighteen ot these nets are attached lengthways, by tying 
along a thick rope, called the drilt-rope, and the ends of each lIet, to each other. 
'Vhen arranged for depositing in the sea, a large huoy attached to th" end of 
the drift-rope is thrown overboard, the vessel is put belore the wind, and as she 
sails along, the rope with the I\l'ts thus attached, is pas,ed over the stern iu to 
the water, till the whole of the nets are thus thrown out. Tile net~ thu~ 
deposited, hang suspl'nded in the water perpendicularly, 20 feet dpep from the 
drift-rope, and extending from three quarters of a mile to a mile, or even a mile 
and a half, depending on the number of nets belonging to the party, or company 
engaged in fishing together. When the whole of the nets are thus handed ant, 
the drift-rope is shifted from the stern to the bow of the vessel, and she rides by 
it as at anchor. The benefit gained by the boat's hanging at the end of the 
drift-rope is, that the net is kept strained in a straight line, which, without thi3 
pull upon it, would not be tl~e case. The nets are "shot" in the <,vening, and 
sometimes hanled once during the night, at others allowed to remain in the water 
all night. The fi,h roving in the dark through the water, hang in the mesh,," 
of the net, which are large enough to admit them beyond the gill-covers and 
pectoral fins, but not large enough to allow the thickest part of the body to pas9 
through. In the morning early, prep!lrations are made for hauling the nets. A 
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t . tl d ck is manned about which two turt!s of the drift· rope are 
CflkPS an un 1e et ds forword 'to untie the upper edge of each net from the ta -en' one u,aIl s an u • • h 
drift-r~pe whieh is called casting off the lashings.; others haul tLe net ll~ Wit. 
the fish c~tJght, to which one side of the vessel IS d~\·oted; the other sl~~e IS 

occupied with the drift-rope, which is wound in by the men at the capstan. 

The 1011owino- is a statement of the number of barrels of mac
kerel inspectediu Massachusetts in each year, from 1831 to 1848, 
inclusive :--

1831, 383,559 1840, 50,992 
1832, 212,152 1811, 55,537 
18;)3, 212,946 1842, 75,543 
18:34, 252,884 1843, 64,451 
1835, 194,450 184"1, 86,180 
]836, 176,931 ]845, 202,303 
18;)7, 138,157 1846, 174,064 
1838, 108,538 1847, 232,581 
1839, 73,018 ·1848, 300,130 

It does not appear what proportions of these large quantities qf 
mackerel were ca'lght in BritL;h waters; but it must have been a 
very considerable share, if an opinion may be formed from the 
nnmerotls fishing vessels of Massachusetts seen on the coasts of 
:K oya Scotia, and vrithin the Gulf of Saint Lawrence. 

From all that has been stated, it must be considered settled, that 
the mackerel fiiShery, as a branch of business, cannot be said to 
exist in New Brunswick, although the eastern shores of the Pro
vine." and the whole Bav of Chaleur, offer the greatest facilities, 
and the most. abundant Silpply of fish. 

It is highly desirable that something should be done to encourage 
and promote this fishery, which f'vidently offers snch ample reward 
to the energy, enterprise, and industry of the people. 

THE SALMON. 

Of those Rivers of New Brunswick which flow into the Gulf of 
Saint Lawrence, the two largest, the Miramichi and the Resti
gouche, furnish the greatest supply of this well known and delicious . 
fish; but all the sn,aller rivers also furnish salmon, in greater or 
less numbers. There are also various bays, beaches, islands, and 
points of. land al?ng the ?oast, .where. salmon are interc<'pted by 
nets, whIle see klllg the nvers 111 whICh they were spawned to 
which salmon always return.. ' 

The salmon of the Gulf are noted for their fine flayour' they 
are precisely similar to the satmo salar of Europe. ' 

. Tl~e qnantities of salmon in the Rivers Restigouche and :\1ira
J~lclll, at the first settlement of the country, were perfectly prodi
glOus; although many are y:t ~aken annually, the supply diminishes 
:rom year to year. And tllls IS not surprisillg when it is considered, 
.hat many of the stJ:eams formerly frequented by salmon, are no~
completely sl~ut agaJ~st them, by mill dam.s without" fishways," 
or tl~ose ?pemngs winch the British Fishery Reports designate as 
"ml!?ratlOn passes ;". that in the branches of the large riYers, as 
als~ 111 the smaller flvers, nets are too often placed completely 
across the stream, from bank to balilk, ,'\"hich take every fish that 
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attempts to pass; that "close time" in many of the rivers is 
scarcely, if at aU, regarded; and that, besides the improper use of 
nets at an seasons, fish of an sizes are destroyed by hundreds, in 
the very act of spawning, by torch light and spears, at a time when 
they are quite unfit for human food. 

The quantities of pickled salmon in barrels, exported from the 
northf'rn ports of New Brunswick, during the last eight years, are 
as follows:-

PORTS. 1841 184211843 1844 1845 1846 1847 1848 Totals. 

])alhousie, •••••••••••••• 138 273 552 591 565 766 643 381 3909 
Bathurst, ............... 32 161 250 126 134 216 190 156 1265 
Caraquet, ................ JI 20 J3 5 .. .. " 5 52 
.M iramichi, .............. 1614 2295 1093 1616 1836 146 1531 1571 11,702 
Richibucto, .............. 20 .. 107 137 77 78 61 .. 480 

- - ---------
21111 ·Totals, .............. 1815 274!:l 20152475 26121206 2425 17,408 

Since the establishment of regular Steamers from the Port of 
Saint John to Boston, large quantities of fresh salmon, packed ill 
ice, have been exported, and the commodity has g.reatly increased 
in value. If facilities of communication were created by railway, 
tlw fresh salmon of the Gulf could also be sent abroad in ice, and 
their value when first caught, would be three or four times as great 
as at present. 

The exeeeding value of the salmon fisheries of Ireland and Scot
land, cause grea,t attention to be paid by the British and Irish Fishery 
Boards, to the enforcement of most stringent regulations for their 
preservation and increase. \<Vith reference to the preservation of 
salmon~ the Inspectors of the Irish Fisheries reported to the Board, 
in 1846, as follows :-

".In ilIuetration of the benefit$ of a steady perseverance in a proper system, 
we may allude to the Foyle, where the produce has been raised from an average 
of 43 tons ,pre~ious to 1823, to a steady produce of nearly 200 tons, inclnding 
the stake·weirs, in the estuary, and very nearly to 300 tons, as we believe, in 
the year 1842." 

The Inspectors also mention the case of the small river of 
Newport. County Mayo, which was formerly exempt from" dose 
season." In three years, after the Parliamentary regulations were 
introduced and enforced, the produce of this river was raised from 
half a ton, or at the utmost, a ton every season, to eight tons of 
salmon, and three tons of white trout, for the season ending the 
third year. 

The preservation and maintenance of the salmon fisheries of 
New Brunswick generally, is a subject well worthy of earnest 
attention. To prevent the destruction of the fish during the 
spawning season, and by improper modeS of fishing, as also to pro
vide for the passage of the fish up those streams which they have 
formerly frequented, but from which they are now excluded by 
mill dams, some further enactments are absolutely necessary, and 
more efficient means are required for enforcing the provisions of 
the law. The most valuable river fishery of the Province is in a 

2 
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fair way of being rendered value~ess, or wholly destroyeu; and as 
the rivers are the natural nursenes of the salmon, the fishery.on 
the coast will, of course, be destroyed also. 

Large quantities of salmon are caught every 8e~son on ~he 
Labrador coast in stake-nets placed at the mouths of flvers, WhICh 
empty into bays a~d harbours; these are split and salted in larg e 
tubs and afterwards repacked in tierces of two hundred pounds 
eacl;. A number of vessels, from NewfoundlaI~d and C~nada, are 
engaged annually in this fishery ; b~t t~e Amefl~a? fishmg vessels 
pursue it with great vigour and assIdUIty, and It IS reported that 
of late years they have found it very profitable. 

The quantity of pickled salmon exported from Newfoundland 
in 1847, was 4,917 tierces, one half of which was the produce of 
the salmon fishery on the coast of Labrador. 

THE WHALE. 

The extent to which the Whale Fishery is carried on, within the 
Gulf of Saint Lawrence, by vessels from N ewfonndland, is very 
little known, nor is its value appreciated. The Jersey houses who 
have fishing establishments in Gaspe, also fit out vessels for this 
fishery, whiGh cruise about Anticosti, and the northern shore of 
the Saint Lawrence. Mr. MacGregor, in an official Report to the 
Board of Trade, thus describes this fishery :.-

" The whales caught within the Gulf of Saint Lawrence, are those called 
"hump-backs," which yield on an average about three tons of oil; some have 
been taken seventy feet loog, which produced eight tons. The mode of taking 
them is somewhat different from that followed by the Greenland fi~hers; and 
the Gaspe fishermen first acquired an acqnaintance with it from the people of 
Nantucket. An active man, accnstomed to boats and schooners, may become 
fully acquainted with every thing connected with this fishery in one season. 
The vessels adapted for this purpose, are schooners from seventy to eighty tons 
burthen, manned with a crew of eight men, including the mastel;. Each schooner 
requires two boats, about twenty feet long, built narrow 'and sharp, and 
with pink sterns; and 220 fathoms of line are necessary to each hoat, with spare 
harpoons and lances. The men row towards the whale, and when they are very 
near, use paddle~; which make less noise than oars. Whales are sometimes 
taken in fifteen minutes after they are struck with the harpoon. The Gaspe 
fishermen never go out in qnest of them, until some of the smaller ones, which 
enter the bay about the beginning of June. al'Ppar; these swim too fast to be 
easily harpooned, and are not, besides, worth the truuble. The large whalps 
are taken off the entrance of Gaspe Bay, on each side of the Island of Anticosti 
and up the River Saint Lawrence as far as Bic." , 

Mr. Bouchette, in his work on Lower Canada, represents the 
whale fishery of the Gulf as meriting the attention of the Legis. 
lature, and needing encouragement; by which, he says, the 
n~m?er of vessels employed .would be considerably increa~ed, and 
thiS Important bra?ch o~ busmess would be so effectually carried 
on by t~e har~y mhabitants of Gaspe, as to compete, in some 
degree, if not rIVal, that of the Americans, who were, at the time 
Mr .. Bouchett~ wrote, ~l~ost in exclusive enjoyment of it, and 
camed on their enterprlSmg fisheries in the very mouths of the 
bays and harbours of Lower Canada. . 
. Sir Richard Bonnycastle, in his work, entitled" N ewfonndland 
In 1842," says, " t!:e Coast and Gulf Whale Fishery is now being 
of much value to Newfoundland." Sir. Richard states, that the 
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vesse1s employed are large schBoners, with crE'WS of ten men each; 
:that th.e fishery is purst1ed during the whole of the summer months 
along the Coast -of Lahrador, and ill, and through, the Straits of 
Belleisle; arnil that whales of all sizes aa'e taken, from the smallest 
.. firmer," up to the largest rmJfStice~1ts, ()T great common 'Oil whale 
'of the Northern Ocean, which occasionally visits these regions. 

it is believed tha;thitbei"to, 110 attempt has been made by the 
people 'of New Brunswick, to enter int0 this whale fishery; and it 
'Would he a very propel" subject for inquiry, whetber it might not 
'be profitably condilcted by New Brunswick vessels, and the active 
<and enterprising fishermen of the Bay of Ghaleur, who are equally 
well placed for carrying it on, as their hardy comrades on the 
Gaspe side -0<f the Bay~ 

'THE SEAL. 
As the capture 'of the seal is always designated the "Seal 

Fishery," and as it is b1ended with. the 0ther pursuits of the fisher
man, it may be proper to mention it he;re. 

Five ki·l!Ids of seal a.re said to 'be found ill the Northern Ocean; 
they bring forth their young on the ice ororly in the spring, and 
then float down upon it from the polar seas to Labrador, the 
coast of Newfoundland, and the Gulf -of Saint Lawrence. The two 
largffit Idnds are known as the harp seal, (plIOC(f groeniandica,) 
and the hooded seal, (pJlOca leoni'na.) The other three varieties are 
knowaas the "-square flil1per," the '" blue seal," and the "jar seal." 

Large 'herds of the>Se seals are found together upon the fields of 
Hoating ice, which., when so ()cclilpied, are {Jailed" 8eal Meadows." 
"The seal hunters endeavour to surprise them while sleeping 1)U the 
ice, and when this -occurs, they dispatch the young with bludgeons; 
the old "nes, which will fl'e~uently torn ana nrake resistanoe, they 
·are .obliged teshoot. 

'SeaJing "is carried on very extensively from Newfonndland. in 
'schooners of about eighty tons btu·then, with crews of thirty men. 
It is attended with fearful '<langers; yet the hardy seal hunter of 
Newfouudlandeagerly <courts the peril~us adventure. 

The 'following return 'of the namber of seal skins exported from 
Newfoundland from 1838 to 1848 inclusive, will furnish some idea 
,9f ,the value of the seal fi"hery tie that Colony ;-

qS38~" ~ •. 375,361 I844 •..• 
1839 ••. 4~7,501 ~ 845 .. ~ 
1840 ... 6~1,385 1846 
1841 n. 4111,1l5 1847 
1842 ... 344,68'3 ~848 
1843 n' n. :65l,.3!7(} 

6S5,530 
352,202 

436,831 
... 521,004 

The 'otltfit for the .... Sea.l Fishery" from the various harbours of 
Newfoundland in the y~ 1847, was as foll~ws;-

.'321 Vessels:' 29,800 Tons; 9,751 Men. 

'Sealing among the iae, isals6 JWosecuted. in early spring, at the 
Magdalen Islands; and also 'on the Labrador Coast, by the people 
whQ .remain there during the winter in charge of the fishing 
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statIons, and the conduct of the frw trade. Seals are arso catrgnf 
at Labrador on the plan first adopted, by s,trong ne~s set acrosS} 

J arrow channels as they are in the habit 'Of passIng thrDugh. 
Sl;]C I n F' 1 'J 1 b d: Within a few years, the" Seal IS 1ery ,las~ een comm~nce ' 
at Cape' Breton, eJllcouragea by a small PmvIuClal bou,nty; It haS' 
been conducted in vessels not 'Over 40 tDns burthen, wIth ,crews 'Of 
e1"ht men, In ],843. twenty two vessels went tD the IC'e from 
Cheticamp and MargaFee, and returned, with near 10,000 ,seals" 
which are rstated t(» have aJl'Iply reqUIted thDse engaged 111 the 
adventure as their 'Outfit was on a very limited scale, In 1842" 
an enterp:isiBg merchant (»f Sydney fitted 'Out a sea1ing vessel, 'On, 

ttle Newfeundland scale, which in the short space 'Of three weeks
cleared the rDund sum 'Of £14,000; and this extraBrdinary success 
encouraged 'Otners t(} enter into the business, • , 

As yet, se'aTing IB al~o~ether, unlul'Own tD the mhabltants ?fNew 
Brunswick; although lt IS belIeved that the ad,'entme mIght be 
made snceessfuHy. by vessels departing frDm the nDrtheastern; 
extremity of the Province, 

The lJal'bonr seal (phoca vitulinu) is freq.uently seen along the" 
coasts of New Brunswick during the summer season, and is believed 
IWt to be migratory. They are closely watched by the Micmac 
IndianEl, who 'Often s>ucceed in shooting them, The fur 'Of these 
seals is sometimes very handsom.e; and tile animal is always a rich 
prize to the poor Micmac. 

SHELL FISH. 
Under this Ileaa may be enumerated IDbsters, oysters, clams,· 

mussels, whelks, razor-fish, crabs, and shrimps, all 'Of which are' 
found in the Gulf, in the greatest abundance, and of excelIent 
quality. Mr. MacGregDr states, that they are all eqnally delicious 
with those taken on English, 1 rish, Scotch, or N Drwegian shores, 

Lobsters are fonnd everywhere 'On the CDast, and in the Bay 'Of 
Chaleur, in sncb extraordinary numbers, that they are used by 
thousands: tD manll1'e the land. At Shippagan and Caragpet" 
carts are sometimes driven dDwn tD, the beaches at low water. and 
readily filled with lobsters left in the sIlal10w pools by the recessiDn 
of the tidE'. Every potatD field near the places mentiDned, is strewn 
with lobster shell's, each potato hm being furnished with two, anu 
perhaps three, lobsters. ' 

Wi,thin a few years, 'One establishment: has been set up 'On PDrta"8 
Island, at the month 'Of the Miramichi River, and another at the 
mouth 'Of the ,KouchibDugl1ac River, for, putting up IDbsters" in tin 
c~ses, hermetICally sealed, fDr expe-rtatwB. In 1845,. nD less, than 
13,000 cases 'Of IDbsters and salmon were thus put up at PDrtage 
Islan~" In 1847, ,nearly 10,000' Closes, 'Of lDbsters 'Only, each caSe" 
cDntaulIng the chOICest parts 'Of tWD or three IDbsters and 'One and 
a half ~ons of fres!l sal1mon, in 21b, and 4lb, cases, w;re put np at 
Koucl:nbDugl1ac. The preservation 'Of lobstelfs in this manner need 
only be re,stric~d by the demand, fur the supplY-is almost unli~ited. 

The prIce paid f?r,lobs,ters at the establishment on Portage Isla:):Jd. 
when the Writer VISited It, was ~s. 6d. currency (2s, sterling) pel.' 
hundred. They were all taken In sm.all hDDp-nets, chiefly by the 
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J..:,\cadian 'French of the Neg'11M Villages, wh('), at the price stated, 
!Could, with reasonable diligence, earn £1 each in the 24 hours; bllt 
:as they are somewhat idle, a-nd easily CDlJtented, they would rarely 
.exert themselves to earll mare than lOs. ,per day, which they could 
:generally.ohtain by 'eight ,or, teu UOtUS attention to their hoop-nets. 

Oysters ,are faund .all .along the Ne.w BJ'ullswiek 'coast, from 
Baie Verte .to Caraquet, but not within the Bay 0f Chaleur. 
'Those best known ill this Provimce for thei~' fine quality, ,are the 
,oyster80f Shediac.; but .tIte .extensive beds which fOrl/nerIy existeJ 
'there • .have beel~ almost wholly destroyed ,by improper modes D,f 

;:fishing, ,an utter disregard OIf the .spawnjng .season, ,and the wanton 
;Qestructiio.li\ of the fish by throwing down shells UJ!l01i1 the beds. It 
us a .singtdar fact,. that ice will not form over an oyste:r-bed, 1JII'tless 
the cold is very intense alJdeed; a1'ld "frhen t1le bays are frozen over 
.in the winter, the oyster-beds are easily discovered ,by ,the water 
;above them remaiHing .unfrozen, or as the French residents say, 
,degele. The ~ysteIs are ,then lifted upon the strong Ice wit.h 
Ifakes; ,nIl.' process of freezing eX,pands the fish~ and forces open 
the shells; the 'Oyster is removed, and the shens are al10wed to fall 
Ibae1(il'lto the wat-er, v/here tihey tend t(') destroy the fishe·ry. 

Some oy.sters of v€ry laJ'ge size 'and good quality aT€ fotmd at 
erfabllsintac, bnt dl(')se of the finest descri~ti()n are found on e~den
-sive beds in Shippagan Harbour, Saint Simtm's Inlet, aJ'ld Cara
.qnet Bay, f>rorn which 'localities ihey are exported every season 
to Quebee. The ~lumber 'Of bushels exported from HIe port Gi 
Caraquet, -dtJi'ing the last eight yea:rs. is as folloV"t's:--

1841, 5,000 1845, 2,01'9 
1842, 7,000 18-16, !1,915 
1'84'3, 5,290 1847, 425 
1844, 6,000 181.8, 5,432 

'Oysters are abundant atCoc-agne, Bl1ctDllche, Richibucto, Burnt 
Church, and vtheT places 'On the coast; 'but in general, they are 
too f-ar within the mouths of the fresh water streams, and theill" 
.quality is greatly -inferior to those affected by sea water O'nly. 

From the manne-r -in which the oyster ·fishery of the Bulf S1Iore 
-is nt)'W' being conducted, all the oysters 'Of good quality will, in a 
few yeaTS, be quite destroyed. 'The preservation of this fishery is 
'Of consideralYle importance, and it might be effected as well by 
judicious regulations a'nd restrictions, as by encouraging the fonna
-tion -ofartincial beds, 01" .. layings," in favDurable situations. 
Several persons on the coagf: intimat-ed tD'thp. writer, their desire 
,to ,k9rrn new and ,extt'Dsiv.e beds in the ,sea water,by remo\-ing 
<>ysters from tlJ.e mixed water Df the estuaries, whero they are now 
.almost 'Wodhles$, if they could obtain an exclusive right to such 
,beds when formed, .aud the J1eCessary enactmetJts to prevent their 
Ibeing phmdered. 

"fhere are two var1etles of the Glam, distinguished as the" hard
~shell," and the «soft-shell." They are eaten largely in sp·riug, 
when they are in the best condition -; a11d great quantities are used 
'as bait for cod. Clams are much prized by persons residing at a 
distance frOID the .sea .coast~ and they are frequently sent into the 
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interior, where they meet a ready sale, as they can be sold at:lll 
very low price. 

The razor-nsh derives its !'lame from the shells beiJIIg shaped! 
very like the handle of a .razor;. this fish is well fia.v(i)·nred in the
proper season, and. lII:0-t unhke the clam. th~llgh somewhat te-ught>r. 

Crabs, of ~n silles; are t& be had in alYJ.1ind$ne<:>, but they Itre I'l?t 
often caught; neithe-r are the shrimps. whic-b are- to .be se~ lib 

endless quantities. At. tim.es, the w~te-FS flf the Str~Its of N.or
thumbedandl m.ppear a.s Ii! thICkened wIth masses of shrImps m&VI.ng 
about, their course being plainly indicated by the fish of a.H de~crIp
tions. which follow in their wake, and feed! l~pon thetn. greedily. 

RIVER FISHERIES. 

The principal fisheries in those RiveFs of New Brt1nffi'Vr~k whicru 
flow into the Gulf, iJil. addition t00 the salmon fishery already men
tioned, are those f&r gas-perea.ux, shad, basse, and tr'Yut. There 
are also smelts, eels, fioIomQel's, arad a grrat vaIiety 0f s-m'all fish. 

The gasperea.~~Jf. has b-eelill ~otic-ed: J.'llJ<d'el'" the he:ilid! IiJf hening. 
This tiSLl i:s ullimd in almost evelY riveY, a.nd the gaspereaul!; fishery 
11as been c&llsiderecli @f so. D1lWCh impOlltan~e. that various Acts of 
Assemhly have. from time to, time. been passed '01; i<lJs reg~tim 
and pIT@tectOOl!ll. But tli1ese hbws ha.ve either been I'l~ected.,. oc tlOt 

prf}pe:rly tmf@>reedi, and this fish~el'y is rapidly deel~ning. Very 
slight obstmetions sl!1ffic€' to p,JieVeFlll the gasperea~x from aseelH1:ing: 
streams, to. their eId bau.nts-; the d~ms· foe mills, or for driving. 
timber, have shut tlaem out ~n numerous instal'lCes from their best 
spawning grounds, litnd the grel}.test inju.ry has in this way been. 
in:fHcted 011 the fu;hery. 

The shad of the GUilt' 1a11!e IWt talk.e:lll in su~b, m,u>mbers,. U0r are 
they of so fine quality, as those caught in the B~y ef Fundy; com
pa~atively,. they aye a:ry and :6avourl'ess, e.wing as is said, tg· the
san~ly chal1acter ef the shores o£ the Gulf, which are supposed to
furnish l(?8s of the peculilM' food: ..,f the shad', than the m.ushly ri:vers
tlf the :Bay e~ FtlJlldy,. where lIhli'Y Me· taken in such high per[.ectio.n. 
This nshezy h3l& also beer.!. mentioned ill> several Aclis of Assembly; 
but the habits, and most usual Eesods,. Gf the shad 0f the Gulf of 
Saint Lawrence~ have not been c9;r.(?fully observed. It is- not im
pro.babre, thel1efore, tb®;t a better knowledge of the habitso.f the fish; 
might lead: to this fishery b.ecomiillg more valuable. 

The basS(>, 0 .. marine perch, (perea lc~braz;) sWIm in sheaTs. 
a~flg the c(')ast, anel fre~\1ently ascend the rivers- to a coru;irolerable 
dIstance fmm the sea, to. deposit their spa,vn. They are taken of 
all sizes .up, to 20fu w.eight, or eveN more; hut th9Se of 3Th. to. 5fu.. 
are conSIdered the best flavolllled. 'Fhey are sometimes-salted, but 
generally they are eaten w.hile f!res-h. 'fhis fish~ry has alse. beeTh 
attem~ted to be regulat~d .and: plleserved by law, but evidently with, 
very lIttle sneees.s,. as It ~s fast decreasing. Sad havoc is made. 
among the bass.e I~ the WInter season, when they lie in numerous. 
shoals half torpld~ 1!l shalio.w water. A large hole is cut in. the i.oo, 
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~bQve them, and they are lifted out with dip-nets; in this manner 
the bassI' fishery, in some of the smaller rivers, has been wholly 
destroyed. 

There are two species Qf trout found in t.he greatest abundance 
in every river, stream, and brook, "'which finds its way from the 
interior of New Brunswick to the Gulf of Saint Lawrence. Of 
these, the salmon trout (salmo lruttaj is of the largest size, and 
most valuable. The common trout (salmo fontinal~) is taken in 
.every possible variety, every where. 

T.he sl'a trout (salmo trutta mar'ina) seldom ascend the rivers 
far above the tideway; when they first entt:r the estuaril's early in 
the season, they a.re in the fini:'st condition, and scarcely, if at all, 
inferior to salmon. They are frequently taken of the weight of 
·7Th., though :th~ most usual weight is from 2lb to 5Th. They are 
very abundant in June, in the bays and harbours of Prince Edward 
Island. At the Magdalen Islands they are taken in nets, and 
being pickled in small casks, are exportpd to the West Indies; if 
carefully .ckaned; cured, and packed, they there bring a higher 
price than salmon. 

In the tideway of the rivers fiowillg into the Gulf, these fine 
nsh might be taken in sufficieut quantities to form an article of 
traffi'J. They afford great sport to th(' fly-fish(,f, especially when 
they nrst enter the mixed wate,r of the tidt1way in the smaller 
.riv.ers. 

The common trout (sa1mo f6il'lt-inalis) are also eagerly sought 
..after by the disciples of Izaak Walton; and although destroyed in 
the most wanton and reckless maimer by unthinking persons, they 
are still abldndant. The destruction of these beautiful fish takes 
place by wholesale, upon many rivers in the northern part of the 
Pro){-ince, and one ~f the modes practised is called "rolling for 
trout:' When the streams are .at their lowest stage in the sum
mer season, a dam ,of logs, stones, and brush, is roughly built at 
the lower end of some pool, in which the fish have congregated. 
This "rolling dam" being constructed, t,he stream for some dis
tance above ,the p@ol, is beaten with poles, and the fish are driven 
down to the deepest water, ,out of which they are swept with a net. 
The writer was informed, .that in this way 3,600 trout had been 
taken out ,of one ,peol, at a single swpep of the net. InA ugust, 
1848, 1,300 large trout wei'e thus taken out of one pool on the 
Bcadouc River, while the writer was at ~hediflc. This practice 
is greatly to be deprecated, as by destroying fish of aU sizl's, it 
.completely lilreaks up the trout fishery on thofe rivers where it 
takes place. 

The smelt {osmeru8 ·eperlanus of euvier, and osmerllS Vi1'i
descens of Agassiz,) is found in excessive abundance in all the 
:rivers and streams flowing into the Gulf. ~n the latter part of 
winter, whea in the best condition, they are ta~en through holes 
in the ice, and at that season are a very great delicacy; they ~re 
then frequently caned ,; frost fish." Immediately after the ICe 

ilisappears, they rush in almost solid columns up the brooks and 
«ivruets to spa;wn, and are then taken by cart loads. This fishery, 
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under proper management, might be made one .of considerable 
profit as the smelt is really delicious, and alwayslllghlr esteemed. 
It is believed that there are two distinct spe?ies of thIS fish, and 
that the smaller of the two is more highly scented, as well as more 
highly flavoured, than the other. 

Eels of large size and of fine quality, are taken eve:y whe:e 
within the Gulf' besides those consumed fresh, they are pIckled m 
considerable qu~ntities, as well for home consumption, as for ex
portation. Mr. Yarrell, i.n ~escribing the eel, says :-" They are 
in reality a valuable descrIptIOn of fish; they are very numerous, 
very pr~lific, and are found in almost every part of tbe ~orl? 
They are in great esteem for the table, and the consumption 11l 

our large citie::l is very considerable." 
In the calm and dark nights during August and September, the 

largest eels are taken in great numbers by the, Micmacs and 
Acadian French, in the estuaries and lagoons, by torch li~ht, with 
the Indian spear. This mode of taking eels requires great quick
ness and dexterity, and a sharp eye. It is pursued with much 
spirit, as besides the value of the eel, the mode of fishing is very 
exciting. In wint'l'r, eels bury themselves in the muddy parts of 
rivers; and their, haunts, which are generally well known, are 
called" eel grounds." The mud is thoroughly probed with a five
pronged iron spear, affixed to a long handle, and used through a 
hole in the ice. \Yhen the eels are all taken out of that part 
within reach of the spear, a fresh hole is cut, and the fishing goes 
on again, upon new ground. 

1f a market should be found fo.r this description of £1.s11, they 
could be furnished to an unlimited extent. 

The common flounder' is found in such abundance in the Gulf, 
that it is used'largely for manuring land. The writer has seen 
potatoes being planted in hills, when the only dressing consisted 
of fresh flounders, which were used with a lavish hand. They are 
seldom taken by the inhabitants of the Gulf Shore, who can readily 
obtain so Illany other descriptions of fish of superior quality. The 
flounder is long~lived Ollt of. the water, and bears land carriaae 
better than most fish; there is no reason, therefore, why fiollnde~'s 
should not become a valuabl~ commodity. . 

That the varied, extensive, and most abundant fisheries of the 
Gulf of Saint Lawrence, would be greatly influenced by the con
struction of a Railway along the Eastern Coast of New Brunswick, 
there cannot. be a reasonable. doubt; bnt in all probability, the 
proposed RaIlway from Shedlac to the Harbour of Saint John 
would affect those fisheries ir~ an .equal, if not a greater degree. ' 

The hardy and enterprising fishermen of the Bay of Fundy, 
dread the lor.g and .dang~rous voyage around the 'whole Peninsula 
of Nova Scotia to the fishing grounds of the Gulf, a voyage which 
frequently lll:sts three weeks, and is deemerl by underwriters equally 
hazardous WIth a v?yage to Europe; but it is not alone the dangers 
of th~ vora~e whICh deters th~m from the pro~ecutio.n of these 
fisherIes; It IS the great lOilS of tIme they occasion, and the e.xpens~ 
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they create, as these render the adventure, too often, far from 
profitable. 

A Hailwav from Shediac to the Port of Saint John, which is 
open at all s~asons of the year, would enable the various products 
of the fisheries to reach a port of shipment in foUl' hours, and the 
necessity for the long voyage around Nova Scotia would be wholly 
obviated. The fishing vessels could winter at any of the ports on 
the Gulf Shore which they found most convenient; their stores 
and outfit could be sent up by Hailway; and they would, in such 
case, enjoy the advantage of being on the fishing grou11lls at the 
earliest moment in the spring, and the fisherman could protract 
his labours until winter had again fairly set in. 

The fresh salmon, packed in ice, which were sent last season 
from Saint John to Boston by the Steamers, owing to the facilities 
of transport in the United States, in three days after they left 
Saint John, appeared at table, in prime condition, at Albany, Buf
falo, Niagara Falls, New York, and Philadelphia. ]f the salmon 
of the northern rivers could be transported by railway to Saint 
John, they would find a ready market in the numerous towns 
and villages of the United States, and the salmon fishery alone, 
would prove a perfect mine of wealth to the northern part of the 
Province. 

The immense products which might be obtained by a vigorolls 
prosecution of the fisheries for herring, cod, and rr.ackerel, would 
not only furnish a fruitful source of profit to a railway, but they 
would afford such an amount of remunerative employment to all 
the productive classes, as almost to defy calculation. They wOLlld 
enable the Province to open up, and prosecute, a successful trade 
with several foreign conn tries, with which, at present, the merchants 
of NE'w Brunswick have no connection whatever. The farmer 
also, would be greatly benefited by the extension of the fisheries 
in connection with the railway, because he wou1tl not only find a 
more ready market for his surplus produce, but he would be fur
nished with wholesome and nl1tritioes food, at all seasons of the 
year, on the most reasonable terms . 

... -\ided by rail ways, the fisheries of the Gulf of Saint Lawrence, 
now of so little importance, and such limited value, would take 
rank as one of the highest privileges of New Brunswick-its 
unfaIling source of wealth forever hereafter.. A nd while the efforts 
of the people were successfully directed towards securing these 
bounties of Providence, lavished with such unsparing hand, they 
would rejoice in the goodness of an all·wise Creator, and offer up 
humble bnt earnest thanks to Almighty God, for his exceeding 
goodness and mercy towards his erring and sinful creatures. 

Got'e1'nment Emigration O'/fice, 
Saint John, lIiarch 5, 1819. 

M. H. PERLEY, 
H. 111. Emigration Officer. 
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ON 

THE SEA AND RIVER FISHERIES OF NEW BRUNSWICK 
WITHIN THE GULF OF SAINT LAWRENCE AND BAY OF CHALEUR. 

Laid before the House of AssembJy by Command of His Excellency the J.ielltenant 
Governor, and orMred to be Printed 18th February l8S!}. 

IN entering npon a description of the Fisheries of New Brunswick 
within the Gulf of Saint Lawn-nce, it is necessary to state, that 
they fall natural1y into two districts, separated distinctly by the 
Miramichi River. To the northward of the Miramichi, the Sea 
Fisheries are prosecuted in a regular and systematic manner, from 
permanent Fishing Establishments, technically termed" Rooms," 
while to the south of the Miramichi, there are no such Establish
ments, and the Fisheries, which might be Droseeuted extensively 
in that quarter, are only fonowed in a desultory manner. 

This Report will therefore fall under three heads :-
1 st. The Sea Fisheries on the coast north of the Miramichi? 

~round the Island of Miscoll, and within the Bay of Chaleur, to 
the Canadian Boundary. 

2nd. The Sea Fisheries from the entrance of the Miramichi 
River southwardly, to the Nova Scotia Boundary. 

3rd. The Fisheries in all the Rivers within these two Districts. 

The various Fishing Establishments north of the Miramichi? 
will be first described in the order in which they were visited, with 
such information as to the Fisheries of the Coast as was obtained 
on the spot. 

THE DISTRICT NORTH OF THE MIRA1HICHI. 

Portage Island; 
On the northern side of Miramichi Bay, at the- entrance of the 

Mirainichi River, is Portage lsland, whieh on some of the older 
maps is called Waltham Island. It is about four miles and a half 
in length, and nearly a mile in width at its southwestern end? 
tapering gradually t~ its northeastern extremity, whe~e it termi
nates in a long narrow sand-bar. 

This Island is yet ungranted. It is low and sandy, much cnt up 
with marshes, swamps and small lakes; a portion of it only is 
wooded, with dwarf white birch, and scrubby pine and spruce trees. 

Near the northeastern end of Portage Island, some buildings 
were erected about five years ago, with the necessary conveniences 
for putting up salmon and lobsters, in tin cases hermetically sealed. 
This station was occupied during the season of 1849, by Mr. 
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William .J. Fraser, of Chatham, who then for the first time set 
up "fish flakf's," a~d und.erto?k to dry and cure cod, and other 
fish cau"ht'near thIS locality. * . . 

When"'this establishment was visited in August last, It was In 

charge 'of George Letson, who furnished the following information 
in relation to it. 

The season for putting up salmon .and lobsters' was over. There 
had been twenty two thousand ponnds of salmon, and four thousand 
pounds of lobsters, put up in tin cases, of one pound and two 
pounds each. The quantity of lobsters Pl~t up was .much less than 
llsual, owing to the prevalence of cholera In the Ulllted States, and 
the consequent want of a market there. 

The salmon put up here were all taken around the Island, and 
were purchased of the fishermen, by this establishment, at 3d. ,Per 
pound, fresh caught, with a discount of ten per cent. for cleamng. 
which was said to be equal to £3 5s. per barrel. The lobsters 
were chiefly caught by the French inhabitants of the neighbouring 
Neguac Villages, from whom they were purchased at 2s. 6d. cur
rency, per hundred. They were very plentiful the past season, 
especially at Black Lallds and Tabllsintac Gully; and as proof of 
the east' with which they wt're taken, it was mentioned that one 
Frenehman (Victor Savoy) had, unassisted, caught 1200 lobsters 
in part of one day. There were from twenty to twenty five lIlen 
employed at the preserving establishment uuring the season. 

Up to the 18th A ugnst, there had been seven hundred quintals of 
cod, ling, and haddock, caught and cured at this" roolIl," to which 
a considerable addition was anticipated before the close of the 
season. There were <then thirty three boats engaged in fishing at 
this station, averaging three men to each boat; these were chiefly 
st'ttlers from the neighbouring shores, who employed the period 
between seed time and harvest, in fonowing the fisheries. One boat 
was owned and manned by three Micmac Indians, from Burnt 
Church Point, and it was stated, that although their boat was an 
old one, worse rigged and provided than most of the others, yet 
these Indians would remain on the fishing ground in more severe 
weather than any other of the fishers, and never returned wit.hout 
a full load of fish. 

in the early part of the season, the fishing boats here obtained 
their fares at no great distance from Portage Island; but as the 
season advanced, they had to go out, from ten to fifteen miles from 
the land. In A.ngnst, they were fishing near Point Escnminac, 
about twelve r:lll~s fr.om Portage Islan.d. These fishermen split 
and salted theIr fish In the boats, whICh usually came into the 
" room" about twice a week; they were using mackerel and clams 
as bait, but previonsly had used herrings. No capelin had come in 
on this par: of the coast . 

. It was sta!ed, that early in July there were from twenty to thirty 
saIl of Amenca.n vessels fishing in Miramichi Bay, at the distance 
of five to ten ~mles from Portage Island; and that they all obtainecl 
full fares of No.3 mackerel. One of these schooners entered the 

• From 1643 to 164;, Jean Jacques Enaud, a native of the Basque Provinces of Franee 
ha~ an establishmer:t on this Island for taking the morse or walrus and for prosecuting tru; 
[.1> tUide al1d fi3hene!3. ' 



Witllin t'he Gulf of Saint Lawrence. 

Miramichi River, and went up as far as Oak PO'int trading with 
tlle settlers fO'r salmO'n. The master of this vessel exchanged two 
barrels O'f superfine flO'ur fQr each barrel of salmO'n, but he neither 
entered, nor paid duties on what be landed. He tO'ok the dimen
siQns Qf the various nets in use, and tO'ld the fishermen he WO'uld 
furnish them next year with similar nf'ts, at half the prices they had 
been accustO'med to' pay. 'l'llPse American fishing vessels have, 
during the last three years, traded at FQX Island, on the SO'uth side 
of Miramichi Bay. 

On the bar, at the SO'uthwf'st point Qf PQrtage Island, was fO'und 
a hO'vel O'ccupied by a man and bO'y; they had been there a fO'rt· 
night, with nets and lines, but had Qnly caught a barrel and a half 
O'f mackerel. These were a.ll the mackerel which had bef'll caught 
at this statiO'n during the seasO'n, by the New Brunswick fishermen, 
except such as had been used fO'r bait. This man and boy had 
taken SQme fine fall herring, and a small quantity Qf gaspereaux, 
exceedingly fat-sO' fat that they were bO'iling the Qffal in a kettle 
to' extract the Qil, which appeared abundant. It was stated here 
that numerO'us shO'als O'f large basse were then rO'ving abQut FQX 
Island and alQng the cO'ast, and that they could be, and were, readily 
taken, even in the day time, by a prQper basse spear. 

A quantity Qf coarse bent grass grows on the marshes and beaches 
of PO'rtage Island; and certain French residents Qf the Neguac 
villages, under an Qld Minute Qf CO'uncil, claim a permissive right 
to' cut and carry away this grass, paying the sum O'f £5 annually 
to the CrO'wn. 

Presuming uPQn the permissiO'n to cut grass, these parties have, 
Qflate years, set up a claim to' the fisheries O'f the Island, and during 
the past seaSQn they actually leased the salmQn fishing Qn its shO'res 
to variQus parties, at rents frQm £2 lOs. upwards. Six O'f the per
sons to' whom they leased, are persO'ns residing at or near Burnt 
Church, named Peter MO'rrisO'n, GeQrge Logie, JO'hn DavidsO'n, 
George DavidsO'n, JO'hn AndersO'n, and Alexander LO'gie. These 
parties, during the past seasO'n, furnished the salmQn fQr Mr. Fra
ser's preserving establishment. But the most extraO'rdinary part 
of this affair is the fact, that the Act regulating the fisheries in the 
County O'fNQrthumberland, (29th OeQ. 3, c. 5,) PQsitively prO'hibits 
any net whatever being set O'ff Waltham or Portage Island; and 
this salmO'n fishery has been carried on here in Qpen defiance O'f 
the law, and as is alleged, much to the detriment of the salmon 
fishery Qf the Miramichi River generally: This case will be fQund 
mQre particularly referred to' under the head Qf River Fisheries Qf 
the Miramichi. 

Taoltsz'ntac Gully. 

This Gully, (from the French goulet,) is a narrO'w entrance, 
between two IO'W sand·bars, into the lagO'O'n Qf Tabusintac, and 
through that lagQO'n to' the large river of the same name. The 
depth Qf water in this gully'is six and a half feet at low water, and 
eleven feet at high water, an average tide being fO'ur and a half 
feet. The sides of the gully are steep, enabling fishing bO'ats and 
small vessels to' CQme directly up to' the shore. 
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. On the west side of this gully, a fishing "room') waS .e3tab. 
lished during the past season by Roderick McLeod, Es.qmre, or 
~'abusintac. There were nineteen boats e~ployed, with three 
men each, fishing here, and Mr. :Mc~eod hlll~~elf had two small 
schooners of fifteen tons each. At this" room there were taken 
during the season, one hundred barrels of spring herring> five IllIn

dred quintals of dry fish, and three ~undred barrels of pICkled fis~, 
chiefly ling and haddock. Late In the season, Mr. McLeod s 
vessels were sent to Caraqnet, and they there caught eighty six 
barrels of the fall herring. This new establishment may therefore 
be considered to have made a snccessful commencement. Only 
five bartels of mackerel were taken during the season; a mackerel 
seine was provided, but the fish did not come sufficiently near the 
shore to be taken with it. 

It was stated here, that American fishing vessels were frequently 
seen in the distance, but that they did not come near the shore, 
owing to the light draught of water. . 

The fishing boats from this g111ly went out a long distanre to
wards Escuminac, and caught their fish in 25 fathoms water. 
They used herrings and mackerel as bait, when they could be pro
cured; but in A ugust, they were using clams. They frequently 
took halibut of large size, a single fish being sometimes sufficient 
to fill a barrel. 

Tracadg Gul(IJ. 

The principal entrance to the Tracady Lagoon and Rivers is at 
Little Tracady Gully, in which there is six feet at low water, and 
nine feet at high water; at spring tides there is ten feet. At this 
place, Mr. James Young, of 'I'racady, has a small fishing station, 
which employed ten boats, with three m~n each, up to the 5th 
August. when the season was closed. The catch was 200 quintals 
of dry fish. 

'fhe Jersey houses, formerly, had an extensive fishing" room" 
near this gully, at which they caught and cured from 3000 to 4000 
quintals of cod annually. The capelin then came in on this part 
of the coast in great abundance, and they were largelv used by 
the settlers for manuring the land. Apparently this harl" the effect 
of breaking up the run of these fish, as now they have almost 
cease~ to appear along this shore. With the disappearance of the 
capelm, the cod fishery f~ll off greatly, and about six years since, 
the Jersey houses found It necessary to break up their establish. 
ments here. A very few capelin were seen at this place in the 
season of 1848, but none whatever in the season of 1849 

At Little 'rracady Gully, a number of the large ~hite sea 
trol~t of the Gulf (sfllmo trztlta marina,) were taken in nets, 
durlng the early part of J nne last. 

Slu'ppagan Gully. 

This Gully is at the southern end of Shippagan Island and 
between it and the main land. I t forms an entrance to Ship;agan 
Har~our, from the Gulf, and has nearly the same depth of water 
as L'lttle Traoady GilBy. . 
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Just within this gully, on Shippagan Island, in a well sheltered 
Rnd very convenient position, is the fishing "room" of Messrs. 
Wm. Fruing & Co., of Jersey, of which Capt. George Alexandre, 
of Jersey, was fonnd in charge. 

At this place there were sixty boats engaged in fishing, averag
ing two men and a boy to each boat. tt was stated, that each o( 
these boats would probably take 100 quintals of fish during the 
season, but that the boats belonging to the firm, manned by Jersey 
men, would take more. 

On the 21st August there were at this" room," 2,500 quintals 
of dry fish, exceedingly well cured. On the day it Was visited 
there were 600 quintals of cod spread out to dry; they VI'ere exceed .. 
ingly white and hard, of the fineet quality, and were about to be 
shipped to Naples, for which market the very best fish are required. 
They are shipped in bulk, and the manner in which they are 
stowed in the holds of the vessels is very neat and compact. It 
requires great skill and care to stow them without breaking, and 
in such manner as to prevent their receiving damage on so long 
a voyage; but long practice and experience have conquered these 
difficulties, and cargoes are rarely injured by bad stowage. 

The ling,cured at this 'establishment are sent to Cork for the 
Irish market; and the haddock to the Brazils. The first quality 
cod cured here in 1848, instead of being sent to Naples were shipped 
to the Mauritius; it was not stated what success had attended 
this adventure. 

Nearly all the fishermen at this establishment were French 
settlers, who had small farms, or patches of land, somewhere in the 
vtcinity, which they cultivated. It was the opinion of Captain 
Alexandre, that the fishermen here could not live unless they 
possessed land, and, obtained something from the soil; if they did 
not, they nearly starved. Those who are too poor to own boats 
hire them of the firm for tbe season, that is, until tbe 15th A ugnst, 
when the summer fisbing ends. If the boats are used for the 
autunin or" fall" fishing, there is, of course, another hiring. 

The fishing usually continues until the 15th October, and it was 
expected that the whole catch of the season of 18,49 would amount 
to 3;500 quintals-if the weather proved favourable, probably 4,000 
quintals. ' 

The b,oats come in here directly to the" stage headt upon which 
the fish are thrown; they are at once split and cleaned by the 
fishermen, on tables provided for the purpose; and 300lb of fish, 
freilh from the knife, are weighed off as sufficient to make a quintal 
of dry fish, with the allowance of one-tenth for the curer. If the 
fish are split and salted in the boats, and lay one night, then 252lb 
are weighed as a quintal. The fishermen are allowed for a 
quintal of cod thus weighed, ten sbillings, and for ling and haddock, 
five shillings,-the amount payable in goods at the I!!tore of the 
firm, on Point Amacque, where a large quantity of foreign goods 
is kept, of every variety. Here were found Jersey hose and stock
ings-Irish butter- Cuba molasses-N aples biscuit, of half a pound 
each-Brazilian sugar-Sicilian lemons-Neapolitan brandy
American tobacco-with English, Dutch1 and German goods,-
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but nothing of Colonial produce or manufacture, eXQept Canadian 
pork and flour. 

Son~e of the residents at ~hippagan,. w~o are in ~ore indepen
dent cIrcumstances, lJrosecute the fishenes In connectIOn with their 
farming, curing the fish themselves, and disposing of them at the 
cluse of the I!e~son to ~he J er~ey merchants,. or to others, as they 
see fit. Of thIs class. IS MonsIeur Leon RobICheaux, wlw is men
tioned in the Report of last year. He has a good farm on Ship
pagan Island; the past season he planted forty nine barrels of 
potatoes, as also wheat, oats, and barley, the whole of which 
promised to yield an abundant return. Besides these farming 
ope~ations, Monsieur Robicheaux and 'his family, caught and cured 
tlunng the season, two hundred and fifty quintals of dry fish-in 
all twenty four thousand fish, the whole taken in twenty five to 
forty fathoms of water. For these, weJl cured and of the best 
quality, Mons. R. would receive .from the Jersey merchants, in 
cash, for cod, 12s., ling, os., and haddock, 5s. per quintal. They 
also took thirty barrels of spring herrings, twelve large halibut, 
and four banels of mackerel; this small quantity of the latter being 
merely the surplus beyond what Mons. R. required for bait, for 
which alone they were caught. Mons. Robicheaux stated, that a 
large salmon had been taken, only a week previously, (22d i\ ugustl 
on a cod liMe, from one of his boats; and he expressed an opinion, 
that tlll~re were many salmon roving along the shores of Miscou, 
during the season. This opinion was subsequently found to b{ 
correct. . 

At this place a large clam, or rather mussel, was exhibited, 
which had been taken from the stomach of a cod. The shell was 
of a dark blne colour; the flesh was light red, and it protruded 
much beyond the shell-it cut like meat, which it greatly resem
bled. These shell fish are said to exist only in very deep water; 
,yherever they are fonnd, there is always plenty of cod, whicl~ are 
said to be exceedingly fond of them, and to prefer them as balt to 
almost any other thing which can be used. 

It was stated that the settlers on Shippagan Island, llsed five 
hundred barrels of spring herrings, as manure, the past season. 

1IliscO/t Island. 

This Island lies at the northeasternmost extremity of N"ew 
Brunswick, at the entrance into the Bay of Chaleur. It is about 
Ilill(~ miles ill length, and four in width, at its broadest part. The 
~hole of it is very low. and its greater portion consists of carriboo 
bogs. Jllos~y sn'a';lps, small lakes, salt marshes, and sand plains; 
thl' tvro latter producing a scanty growth of .wild grass.. There 
nre hOlVeHr, some Slllall tracts of land upon It fit for agrlCu~tural 
pursuits, and these have been granted to Mr. Andrew Wds.on, 
and MI' .• John Marks, who reside upon their lands. But ,":Jl~, 
barren and almost desolate as is this Island of Miscou, yet It IS 
:111 ndl:lirable station for the fisheries; its value in this respect was 
well ],llovm more than two centuries ago to the French, 111 whose 
history it has a conspicuous position. A bout the year ] 635! a 
company was established in Franoe for the purpose of carrymg 
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on the fur trade and fisheries in the Gulf of Saint Lawrence, of 
which, the King of France was at the head. It was called the 
" Royal Company of Miscoll," .and it had extensive,powers and 
privileges. The principal station of the company was on the 
Island of Miscou, within the harbour of Little Shippagan, which 
is formed between the Islands of Shippagan and Miscou, whEo're' 
it is said some of the foundations of the company's buildings are 
yet to be seen. The principal pursuit of the company of Miscou, 
was the taking of the morse or walrus, whose favourite eclwuage, 
or strand, was near Point Miscou, the northeastern extremity of 
the Island. These huge animals were valuable for their skins and 
the oil they furnishE'd, as also for' the ivory of their tusks. They 
were frequently killed by three and four hundred at a time, and 
their destruction was carried on so unremittingly, and with such 
success, that they have become wholly extinct at Miscoll. 

On visiting the ecnouage, or place where the walrus were 
formerlv slain in such numbers, a little to the westward of Point 
Miscou~ it was fonnd that the ancient beach is now nearly a 
qU!l.rter of a mile from the sea; a long strip of sand plain, covered 
with coarse 'grass and a great abundance of cranberries, at this 
time intervenes betwl!en the present sea-beach and the former 
strand. This strip of recent formation is called the Grande Plaz'ne; 
and the curving shore in its front is called by the fishermen 
DAnce it Grande Plaz'ne. On-examining the ancient shore, near 
the onter edge of a belt of small spruce and fir trees, the bones of 
the walrus which had formerly been slain there, were found im
bedded in the sand in large quantities, and in good lU'eservation, 
some of the skeletons being quite com,lete. 

The harbour of Little Ship pagan is an exceedingly good one, 
and well sheltered; it is much resorted to by American fishing 
vessels during heavy easterly stQrms, and as many as ninety sail 
of these vessels have been observed in this harbour at one time.
The entrance from the Gulf is by a small gully, in which there is 
only eight feet at low water and twelve feet at high water, in 
ordinary tides. This passage is only used by fishing boats and 
small craft. The principal entrance is from the Bay of Chaleur ; 
it is about half a mile in width, with eight fathoms at low water, 
which depth is maintained well into the harbour, where the chan
nel becomes narrow, with perpendicular sides, yet still very deep. 
This excellent harbour is of great use and importance to the 
numerous fishing vessels frequenting the Gulf, and the Bay of 
Chaleur. 

Mr. Andrew Wilson's Establz'snment. 

The farm of M'r. Wilson is on Miscou Island, a short distance 
to the eastward of Little Shipp~gan Gnlly, into which his fishing 
boats run for shelter; within ite gully, on the Miscou side, he 
has for several years occupied a convenient place for curing fish. 
The soil here, although light and sandy, yields good crops. There 
were, on the 23rd A ugust, several fine fields of oats, and some good 
wheat. The quantity of potatoes planted was 70 barrels, and 
nothing could be finer than the appearance of this crop, which 

3 
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. d bUlldallt YI'eld It was stated by Mr. Wilson, that promIse an a " . d . , 
in former years his potatoes had been b~lt slightly affecte with the 

t t dl'sease and that his crop of thIs vegetable was generally po a 0 , • l' 1 fi 
d He keeps 70 sheep and the mutton IS pecu Jar y ne, 

goo . , h' h h' I owing to the character of the wild grasses on w lC IS 8leep are 
pastured. . 

Mr. Wilson is an emigrant from Aberdeen, m Scotland, who has 
been settled on this Island upwards of sixte:~ yea~s. ~e has a 
family of eight sons and two daughters, all r~sldmg wIth ~Im.; from 
their unceasing industry and economy. thIS. large. fa!'lllly IS now 
living in much comfort, and apparently ~ecomll1g qUIte mdeQendent. 
Mr. Wilson himself is a person of intellIgence and observatIOn, and 
he farnished mnch information as to the Island of Miscou, and its 
fisheries, which is here embodied. 

The family has three boats, manned by six of the sons; up to 
the 23rd of A naust last, they bad caught and curf'd 200 quintals 
of dry fish, be~des 140 barrels of herrings. Last spring, the 
herrings came in much earlier, and in greater quantities than were 
ever known before. Mr. Wilson said, that when he put out his 
nets on the 15th of May last, they became so cOIIlpletely filled 
with herring, that he could not lift them Ollt again. He cured as 
many as he could with all the salt at that time to be had. The 
fish were in snch abundance, and so close to the shore, that they 
came rolling in with the breakers' in masses, and were picked up 
along the strand by the children. 

It was stated by Mr. Wilson, as also by other persons al0ng the 
coast, that none of the Jersey houses would furnish salt, even to 
their best customers, to curlt herring, mackerel, or any pickled fish; 
and that they discouraged the catching and curing of all fish, except 
such as were dried and fit for the foreign markets already mentioned. 
This was assigned as one reason why the valuable herring and 
mackerel fisheries on this coast are not more extensively prosecuted. 

During the time Mr. Wilson has resided at MiscOll, he never 
knew the herring fail in any spring, bnt they were more abundant 
the last seai?on than he ever knew them befol'~. Many herring 
fishers from the main land resort to this Island every spring; but 
it is thought that not more than one-tenth of the fish they take are 
salted, the remaining nine-tenths being put on the fields as manure. 

There has always been a good supply of capelin at Miscou until 
the last two seasons, during which very few have been seen' ,but 
this falling off'is supposed to be only temporary or accidental: It 
is said that whe~ capelin are plentiful at Miscou, they are scarce at 
Labrador, and ?nee versa. The past season capelin were unusually 
abundant at Labrador, and the fishinlZ there in consequf'nce was '-' 'I , 
better than usual. Some of the boats that were there, with two 
men only, caught 100 quintals ,ach boat in twelve days. .At 
Labrador, one hundred cod of eigTtteen inches each in length are 
accounted a quintal. ' 

The ice usually clears away from the shores of Miscon at the 
latter part O! March or early in April. During some winters the 
?pe~ wa~er I~ seen at all times; but if easterly winds prevail the 
we IS drIven Ill, and closes the coast. The fishermen sometimes 
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'go out In A l'ril in small boats to take seals among the ice ill. the 
'Gulf, and it is said that theysncceed well in proportion to their 
'outfit. 

When the spring herring come 'to the shore, thp. cod, which 
:follow them in, are "taken at a very short distance from the land. 
,As the season advances, the cod retire to the deeper water; in 
Augast the best fishing was at fifteen miles from the shore, '@r even 
;more. 

Mr. Wilson's farm is bounded to the northeastward by a salt 
'Water lake, called Grand Mal-Bay, which communicates with the 
'Gulf by a very narrow gully thTongh the sand reef, or sea, wall, 
which separates the lake from the gulf. ~r. Wilson seated, that 
'some years since a run of cod eatered Mal-Bl'J,y through the gully, 
'and as a large portion of this lake is dry at low water, about ten 
·thousandcodfish were then left dry. 'Of these Mr. Wilson secured 
;about on~ thousand, which he cleaned and cured; he was unable 
to take any more from ,the want of assistance, and the rest (If the 
;fish spoiled and were lost. 'On ,a!1other 0ccas10n, he surrounded, 
,and took at one ;haul of ,his net, the whole of a " schall" of basse, 
570 in number, weighing from 4ibs. to 8]bs. each. In this Mal
Eay, thel'eis always during the season ,a great abundance amI 
variety 'of wild fowl; in August, black ducks and large plover 
were obsprved in very large flocks. In the latter part of every 
'season the sons of Mr. Wilsoll are accustomed to shoot, at this 
place, fram300 to 400 wild geese, for which sport they have proper 
'decoys and large gnns,; the feathers are valuable,aud the bodies 
'of the geese, theR in fine conditian, are frozen down for winter use. 

A small fat herling comes hl on this coast at the end of J nne, 
:and remains all the season. They are caught at various distances, 
'from haJf a mile t(') 20 miles from the shore, in a net with a mesh 
'of one inch anCla qnarter~ These fish are quite distinct and alto
gether different from the spr'ing herring, or the "fall" herring. 
The latter are llsually caught in nets with a mesh uf one inch and 
three quarters, but ~l'le nnest are taken in mackerel nets, with a 
mesh o-f tvv(') inches and a half. 

In corroboration of the testimony of Monsieur Leon Robichpa'ux, 
that salmon. were rovingahout Miscoll, Mr. Wilson mentioned. 
:,that by way of PKperiment he put out a small salmon net last 
.June, and caught altogether twelve salmon-; the largest fish 
weighed eighteen pounds, ,and the weight of the whole was 141 
pounds. In the same net he ,also took seven mackerel of very 
;large size, two sturgeon, tvvo shad, and more than a dozen of the 
large white trout of the Gulf. During the last week in August 
there were many Basse along the shore, very fat and in fine COI1-

,dition. Mr. WilselD said that when salted these fish are nearly as 
good as salmon for winter Nse. Halibu.t of large size are sai·d to 
be abn«dan't at this locality. 

From the poiat south of 'Little Shippagan Gully, which is named 
'" Pidge0n Hill," tp Point Misoou, the shore has a general curve 
\inward, forming a SMt 0if bight il'l front of Mr. Wilson's farm. 
'This bight is much frequented by American schooners fishing 
f~ mackerel. They entice the mackerel to the surface by bait 
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cut up by the bait-mill, (as described in the Re~,o:.t ~! 1849~, and 
they are sometimes 80 abundant here that the JIg even IS not 
used. One of Mr. Wilson's sons said he had seen the mackerel 
almost in a solid mass alol1<Yside one of these _-1.merican schooners, 
the crew of which were lifti~g them in very rapidly with ~ron wir.esi 
about three feet in length, having a hook at the extremIty, whICh 
were fastened to a wooden staff, or handle, of about the same length. 
These schooners have been known to make full fares of mackerel 
here in nine days. Since the Americans began taking these fish 
in such quantities, they have become more sc~rce, or r~th.er the 
resident fishermen are unable to take them, owmg to theIr lmper~ 
fect tackle, and antiquated mode of fiEhing. 

Mr. Wilson is clearly of opinion that it would be far better for 
the resident fishermen if the American fishers were allowed to 
land on these shores, for the purpose of cleaning and curing their 
fish, than to compel them, as at present, to clean their fish on the 
fishing grounds, where the bones and ()ffal seriously injure the 
fisheries-he says, they should either be excluded altogether from 
the Gulf, or else allowed to land upon its shores. He conceives 
that great good would arise, both to the herring and mackerel 
fisheries, and much improvement, if the Americaus were allowed 
to establish stations on the shores of New Brunswick, for prosecu
ting those fisheries. The benefits of competition were also alluded 
to by Mr, Wilson, who said-" the Jersey houses exact too large 
profits, and keep the fishers in poverty; they look only to one 
branch of fishing, and discourage all others." 

Point Miscolt. 

About four miles to the northeastward of Mr. Wilson's farm, 
and near to Point Miscou, are two fishing "rooms" belonging to 
the Jersey houses of Fruing & Co., and LeBoutillier Brothers. 

The first of these" rooms," belonging t() Fruing & Co., is very 
close to the sea-beach, with an open road-stead in front, and a 
heavy sea rolling in with any wind from the eastward between 
nor~h and south. It was found in charge of Mr. DeCarterel1, 
achn~ under ~he orders of Messrs. Alexandre at Shippagan. 

ThIS establIshment employs twenty boats, having two men each; 
on the 24.th of August, there was on band 1100 quintals of dry 
fish, and It was expected there would be 300 quintals lll()fe caught 
and cured before the season closed. There was no pickled fish at 
this" room." 

~r. I?eCarteret stated, that an American vessel fishing off 
Pomt MISCOU, a week previously, and baving on board nearly a 
full fare of cod, had found the mackerel in such extraordinary 
abundance, that the crew had thrown overboard one hundred and 
fifty quintals of green fish, in order to make room for mackerel 
with which the vessel had been quickly fined up. ' 

The" room" of Messieurs LeBoutillier is the nearest to Point 
Miscou, and was fonnd in charge of Mr. LeBas. The buildinO"s 
here. are well and substantially built; they were in excellent ord~r 
o~tsIde, and very cleanly within. The fish flakes are on a 
pIece of ground neatly levelled, and now in grass; it is surround€'d 
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with high paUisades, as well to keep off marauders, as to prevent 
the loose sand from drifting in upon the fish while drying. 

At this" room" there were als(} twenty boots engaged, having 
two men each; they had taken 1200 qnil1l.tals of fish, and were 
expected to take 300 quintals mme before the season closed. 

Mr. ,LeBas stated, that the Americans had injured the cod 
fishing by glutting the mackerel, -so that a sufficient quantity could 
Flot be caught for bait; .and that this, added to the failure of the 
eapelin, had caused a great diminution in the cod fhshing at Miscon. 
Other baits being scarce in A l1gl~St, smelts were used, which were 
taken bya.seine. While the writer was at this" room," the seine 
was hauled three times, and besides securing a supply of very 'fine 
smelts, it brought on shore small cod and ling, Hounders, one plaice, 
many crabs, scnlrilhS 0r crapaud de mer, and lobsters of all sizes 
in abundat!.ce. At an,earlier per,iod in the season, Mr. LeBas said, 
the ,seine hronght on shore large quantities of shrimps, which were 
tu.rnea out .again as being of no use. 

Although the beach in front of Messieurs LeBoutillier's "room" 
'if; a little sheltered by two gravelly sand spits, which run out a 
short distance from the land, yet it is much exposed to easterly 
gales, and .a very heavy sea then comes tumbling in. At SUCll 

titnes the fishing boats are moored outside the outermost roller, 
with the masts struck and all made snug to ride out the gale; or 
else they are beached, and hallled up above high water mark.
Except when t1le wind is off shore, there is much difficulty in 
landing supplies here, which ar'e chiefly furnished from Messieurs 
LeBou·tillier's principal estahlishment ~t Paspebiac in Gaspe. 

The extreme point of Miscou was granted some years since to 
Peter John 'Duvai, of JersE'Y, after which it was occupied by his 
agent Mr. Falle, as a fishing station. The grant includes a wide, 
s2.a1l0w, salt water lake, similar to Mal-Eay, designated on the 
plan "Munroe's Lake," but by the residents it is caned "Frye's 
Lake.'" The guBy through the sea wall, by which this lake com
municated with the Gulf, was furmerly at its south'("rn extremity, 
but this is now filled up; and where Mr. Faile's "stage head" 
formerly stood in deep water, there was, last season, a field of barley 
growing luxuriantly. The gl!llly, or out-let 'of the lake, is now at 
its Iv)rthern end, very near the extremitY(1f Point Miscoll. 

The grantee of thi-s property and his agent are both dead, and 
it is said to be owned at pre-sent by some person in- Jersey. It is 
not occupied as a fishing station, and ill its present position, is ill 
the way of others who wish tG earry on the fisheries. This unfor
tunate and improvident grant should serve as a caution to prevent 
similar grants hereafter, by which valuable and desirable fishing 
stations may -thus be shut up and rendered useless. 

'The Eettler.s on lI1t'scou. 

The "fishing rooms" at Miscou are shut up in the winter 
season, and left in charge of one of the residents, who is called the 
.. room keeper." The Jersey men employed here during the 
,summer, either return to Jersey for the winter, or go to the Medi
terranean in the vessels which take the dried fish to the markets 
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there, returning to' th~ir posts. in. the ~pring.. The~ are c.ompTete!y;
birds of passage·, lw.vmg no tIe 111 tIllS P:oVlI1Ce, or a?y mterest Jll>. 
its general prosperity. The actu~l resIdents 00 Mls?ou. number 
one hundred and twenty five souls, and &fe thus· d'escnbed-
On the Gulf Shore~ Andrew Wilson and family.. 10: 
Little Shippagan Harhom", Robert Harper,. .. 6, .." John. Marks, ,.. 6· 
Point Miscoll. at qrande P laiue, J aIm LeCoutre;. <'. 6-",,, George Sevret, ,,- 6'-' 

.. ,0 'Feton- Chasseau,. ". &. 
Louis Gautier, .. II 
Josiah ,,, ard" G. 6 
Francis. Bezeau~. ". 7. 

At Frye's Lake, 
East of Point Miscoll,. 

". 
". William Ward, " I (}. 
«. Michael 'Yard, ". 5 
". Peter Bezeau, ,.. 6:. .. , George, Brown, ... I (} 
". Michael Plaw,. " ~: 

J'olm Yibert, .. 6-
J<amps 'Vard, .. 9'-

0-<, 

Pierre Dupuits. ". 5:, 
Juhn Burns, ~single} l 

'Total Thumber of souls, J 25 
TIle settlers in Little Shippaga-n Harbour do not follow fishing,. 
ibut attend to the cultivatiou of the land, some of w4ich is· there 
toleraMy gaM,. 

The settlers at Point Miscou ai'e all fishermen, whoa:re employed'] 
eveJiY season at the· fishi1lg stations, to which they are more or less. 
in debt. Their houses aI'€ built of logs and poles; these are small, 
and, very HI fitted to resist the severity of the climate. 'They culti
vate little patches of gronnd~ in a very imperfect manner; the· manure· llspd is generally cads heads. 'fhey are all squatters 011 
Cnnvll Lanns, ulid appear very anxiOl:S to procure· some title to· 0ccUpy their severalloca;ions, either by licence of occupation or 
otherwise., While the writer was at IVliscou they pl't'pared the· 
petition which is annexed to this Report, praying such licen{:es of' 
eccupation, with privilege of the bew;hes in front of their locations; 
and a.lso some arrangements with fPspect to the ",.dId grass on the

I marshes and beaches of the Island. 
The petitioners.stated-, as· a great hardship, th:J-t the wild meadoVl·S. 

in the Cou,nty of Gloucester are sold eve-zy season at Bathurst" 
where they are unable to attend, at a nominal Sllm /{: that those' 
lim MiSCall are purchased· for a feY( shillings by one of the Jersey 
JneFC1,lants, who charge,s them ten shillings. pel! ton f@r the marsh, 
11ay ~ and :live shillings pel' ton for the beach g:rl:tSS, which the. 
~shelimen themselves cut and cure. To these terms they mllst 
submit, 0]1' else they can niake. nil provision for tl1E'ir G@/NS,. by which" 
thpy endeavour to eke out a mIserable SUbsistence d1.uing the winter • 

• The whole Qfthe wild. meadows in the County of Glouc~ster were sold in I.S4BJru: Orui!'. pr.Iurui.only.-See Apperuilll to Jouxnals of the Assembly for. 1849_ 
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\ To account for their abject poverty, they furnished the following 
statement, of the rates at which they were paid for the fish they 
caught :-

For 252l:bs. of cod, fresh from the knife, (supposed equal to a 
quintal of dried fish,) 8s. ; for the like quantity of ling or haddock. 
4s. These rates are paid in supplies at the following prices: For 
Canadian fin!' flonr, 51s. per barrel; fur pork, (very poor,) IOd. 
per l:b; molasses, 3s. 6d. per gallon; tobacco, Is. 9d. per l:b ; men's 
coarse shoes, l.4s. per pair; coarsp. calicoes, Is. 3d. per yard; tea, 
(very inferior quality) 4s. per lb; other articles in proportion. 
For any supplies advanced in the winter or spring, 15 per cent. 
additional is charged. 

The settlel' at Frye's Lake, Louis Gautier, has a wife' and ni;le 
children, a very handsome and healthy family. Gautier himself 
is a fine figure of a man, and an excellent specimen of the French 
veteran soldier. He belonged in former days to the grand army 
()f Franct', under l\' apoleon, and served in the 69th I{egiment of 
the line, which was in Marshall Ney's Division at Waterloo, where 
Gautier's military services ended. His hOllse, which is very slight, 
contains but a single room, in the centre of which is a Canadian 
8tove ; there is a bedstead in one corner for Galltier and his wife
the children "encalllp" around the stove, as they may. The 
hOllse, when visited, was a perfect pattern of cleanliness; and the 
few articles it contaillE'd were arranged with true military precision. 
There Wf..S part of an acre of grollnd in cultivation; but weeds and 
thistles were more abundant than the crop. The situation of this 
settler will' give a general idea of the position of the whole, except 
as to cleanliness. 

All the settlers at Point Miscou complained bitterly of their 
poverty, and state of bondage. They said they were completely 
i.n the hands of the Jersey merchants, to whom they were indebted, 
and who dictated their own pricE'S and terms of dealing. They 
appeared to fef'l ,very much the want of a school; and they stated 
the surprising fact, that they bad l1e\'er been visited by priest or 
clergyman of any denomination. The children are growing up 
unbaptised, and in total ignorance; this state of things ought not 
longpr to exist in a christian community whieh patronizes foreign 
missions. There excellent hE'alth requirE'S no aid from the physi
-cian; but they desire a resident magif\trate to enforce the laws 
and maintain good order at all times, but more especially during 
the fishing season, when the Island is the resort of many lawless 
fishers from abroad. 

The general voice indicated Mr. \Vilson as a fit and proper 
person; he is highly respected, and if he accepted the office, would 
perform the duties of a magistrate fearlessly and faithfully. 

The absolute state of serfdom of the fishE'rmen of Puint Miscoll 
has been particularly described, becauS3 there are like bodies of 
nshern.en at other localities in the northern part of the Province, 
who are held in nearly the same state of poverty and bondage. 
The more favoured inhabitants of New Brunswick, who dwelJ at 
a distance from its remote northern shor,ls, will no doubt be S'lr
prised to learn, that there are any of their fellow subjects, dwelling 
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in the same colony, who are even in a worse position than southern 
slaves, and of whose moral, physical, and spiritual wants, less care 
has been taken. 

SMppagan Island. 

This Island is about twelve miles in length, and from three to 
seven miles in width. A small proportion of it only is granted, 
but the shores, in every part where the land appears at all suscep
tible of cultivation, are settled by persons who are presumed to 
be squatters, as their locations appear by the official plan to be 
ungranted. The Island is all very low land, rising but little above 
the sea, and like Miscou, a large portion of its surface consists of 
bGgs, barrens, swamps, and marshes, with many small shallow 
lakes, much frequented by waterfowl, which breed in the interior 
and unfrequented parts of the Island. Like Miscou also, it pro
duces large quantities of cranberries, blueberries. and a variety of 
other wild fruits, of large size and fine flavour. 

Off the western part of this Island, within the Bay of Chaleur, 
there is an extensive shallow fiat, extending nearly two miles frolll 
the land, called the Grand Batture. On this fiat there are nume
rous large blocks or boulders of granite firmly imbedded, which 
render it dangerous to cross, even with a fishing boat; the wreck 
of a fishing boat was noticed upon it when the writer crossed in 
his canoe. These boulders are brought over from the wild and 
mountainous shores of Gaspe; directly across the Bay, by the huge 
masses of floating ice driven over by the northerly gales, which 
ground upon the Grand Batture, and there melting, adll the rocks 
they bring to those already deposited. With reference to this 
moving of rocks by ice, Mr. Wilson mentioned that there was 
formerly a very large rock directly in front of his landing placE' at 
Miscou, which was much in the way of his boats, and against 
which, in stormy weather, they had often received damage. But 
the seVE'fe winter of 1848-9, causHd the ice to attain an un usual 
strength and thickness near the shores of Miscoll; and when it 
moved off last spring, it carried off this large rock, to deposit it 
where, he hoped, it would be less troublesome. 

Great Shippagan Harbour. 

T~lis spaciour harbonr is fGrmed between Shippagan and Pock
sou dIe I~lands, and the main land. It comprises three large and 
commodlOus harbours; first-the great inlet of Amacque, in Ship
pagan Island, the depth of water in to which is from five to six 
fathoms; second -the extensive and well sheltered sheet of water 
called" Saint Simon's Inlet," the channel leadinO' into which 
b~twl een Pocksoudie Island and the main, is one n~ile in width: 
WIt 1 seven fathoms water from side to side; and third-the middle 
channel, between Shippagan Island and the main land, which runs 
through from the Bay of Chaleur to the Gulf of Saint Lawrence. 
The entrance into t~lis chann:l, fro~ the Gulf, is by Shippagan 
Gully, al:eady mentlOned, wInch Will not with safety admit ves
sels drawll1g more than seven feet water, that being the depth on 
the bar at low water; but the principal entrance from the Bav of 
Chaleur has not less than five fathoms on the bar, inside which. 
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within the harbour, there is six and seven fathoms up to the usual 
loading place, in front of Messrs. Moore and Harding's steam 
saw-mill, at the village; froJ:ll thence to the gully there is about 
three fathoms only. Vessels within the harbour of Shippagan 
have good anchorage, are quite safe with every wind, and can load 
in the strongest gale; the rise and fall of tide is about seven feet. 

This fine harbour offers peculiar facilities for prosecuting the 
fisheries, as the fishing boats have the advantage of two entrances 
by which they can enter or depart with any wind, and resort 
~either to the fishing grounds of the Gulf, or those of the Bay of 
Chaleur, as best suits their interest or con venience. There is 
every facility for fishing boats to come up to the shores to dis
charge their fares, and fish flakes may be set up every where, 
without incon venience. 

The noble haven called" Saint Simon's Inlet," the shores of 
which are almost wholly unsettled and in a wilderness state, runs 
several miles iuto the land, maintaining a good depth of water 
almost to its western extremity. From this extremity, where 
navigablt>, it is little more than a mile to the navigable waters of 
Pokemouche River. The two waters are separated by a deep 
peat. bog, nearly destitute of trees; and it has been proposed to 
connect them by a canal through the bog, whieh it is supposed 
might be cut at no very great t'xpense. There is much good land 
on the banks of the Pokpmouche River, upon which then~ are as 
yet but few sf'ttlers. It is difficult and somewhat dangerous, even 
for small craft, to get into this river from the sea. The gully is 
very narrow and crooked, and there is but six feet water on the 
bar-vessels cannot load outside, there being only an open road
stead wholly exposed. 

The logs and timber cut on the Pokemouche River are made 
np into long rafts, and when there is a favourable opportunity with 
the wind off the shore, they are towed along the beach by several 
pairs of o)\en to Shippagan Gully, from whence they flO up to the 
steam-mill with the tide. If the wind or sea rises while the rafts 
are being towed, they are occasionally broken up, when labour and 
expense are incurred in putting them together again. 

If Pokemouche River emptied into Shippagan Harbour, or if it 
could now be connected with it by a sufficient channel, great 
advantages would ari"e to the timber trade and fisheries, while the 
agricultural improvement of a large tract of country would be 
specially promoted. Shippagan Harbour wants a river-Poke
mouche River wants a harbour-it is highly desirable that the two 
should be brought into connection. 

Caraquet Bay. 

The Bay lies to the northward of Shippagan Harbour, the 
entrance being between Pocksoudie Island and :.\1izzinette. In 
this entrance is Caraquet Island, which is about three miles in 
length, and one and a quarter in width at its widest part. There 
is a deep but intricate channel on the southeastern side of this 

!~:,n~:eAe:~!r~r~Od~e harbour, inside which there is good anchor~ 
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Along the south side of <?ar~quet Bay the land is all settled, 
and under tolerably good cultivatIOn; from .the s:a, the se~tlement 
looks like a long straggling village. The lt1habltants, with very 
few exceptions, are all Acadian French, The ~rst settlers ,;:re 
from France who established themselves here 111 the year 16.~8, 
very shortly' after the formation of the " Royal Company of Mis
cou·," The soil in general is very fertile, aud produces good crops 
of grain, especially wlwat, the atmosphere beiug dry and pure
fogs are almost unknown in the Gulf of Saint Lawrence and Bay 
0-[ Chaleur. 

yery many of the inhabitant::! of Ca:aque~ fol~ow fishing as wcll 
as farming, but as they are more easy HI their clrcnm.stances, they 
are not so much under the control of the great fishlllg houses as 
the poorer class of fishermen. 'fhey generally Clue their own fish. 

The following information was furnished at Caraquet by James 
Blackhall, Esq., J. P., and Mr. Mackintosh, a merchant there, 
engaged in the fisheries. 

From" Saint Simon's Inlet" to "Point Mizzinette," which 
includes the whole settlement, or Caraquet proper, there are two 
hundred fishing hoats, '1'ith two men each, and some boys. The 
average catch of these boats is fifty quintals of fish during the 
season. They take besides, large quantities of spring and fall 
herrings; the former are chiefly used as manure, the latter are 
exceedingly fine, perhaps as fine as can be found any where of the 
herring tribe. Gaspereanx are caught also; late in the season 
tllE'y are an exceedingly fat fish, well flavoured; the only objec
tion to them is their oily richness. 

The fall herrings are taken at night; tlwy are" gibbed" when 
brought on shore the following day, and salted ill puncheons. At 
the end of three days the pickle is changed, fresh pickle being then 
put on. About a week after this, or at convenience, they are 
packed off in barrels for market. They are packpd .iust as they 
cOllle to hand; they are not sorted or selected in any vray. Large 
and small, broken and damaged fish are all put up together. 

The herring nets in use at CaraqTlet are from 30 to 40 fathoms 
long and 80 meshes in depth; the mesh is 2! or 2! inches. Each 
boat has generally two nets, seldom more. No more fall herrings 
are caught th.an are needed for home consumption. 

MI'. Mackintosh stated, that he has shipped fall herriJws to 
Quebe?, and. the pric~ at which tlwy sold there was j llst eq ~al to 
the freIght from Caraquet. The reason was obvious; the fish 
were not properly cured, assorte.d, or packed. 

Very few mackerel were taken in Caraquet Bay during the 
past season by the fishers there. Earlv in A ll'YllSt the American 
schooners were fishing for mackerel off Point"'Mizzillette where 
they obtained full fares in a short time. ' 
. 'i'he practice of cleaning fish on the fishing grounds, and throw
lllg o~'er the bO:les a~~ o!fal, was strongly reprobated by Mr. 
Maclnntosh, as lllghly Il1Junous to the cod fishery. . 

The long established and wealthy Jersey firm· of Charles Robin 
& Co, wh~se principal establishment is at Paspebiac, in Gaspe, 
have a statIOn at Caraquet, of which Mr. Br$rd was in charge. 
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The buildings, and every thing else connected with this station, 
were in that perfectly complete and excellent state which marks 
all the establishments of Robin & Co. 

They here t~ke in fish from the inhabitants at tbe following 
rates :-best cod at ]6s. per quintal; haddock, 6s. per quintal. 
'I'hey do not take ling at any rate, nor do they deal in pickled fish. 
The prices Jllentioned are paid in goods, thus-Flour (not super
fine) 15s. per barrel; pork, 8el. per lb.; molasses, 2s. lOcI. per 
gallon; tobacco, Is. 4d. pedb.; men's shoes, lIs. pl'1' pair. They 
do not sell any tea, that being an article ra1'l'ly used in Caraquet. 

Very fair oysters are found in Caraquet Bay and Saint Simon's 
Inlet, but those in Caraquet Bay are said to be the best. Of these 
several thousand bushels are sent annually to Quebec in $Chooners; 
a small quantity only was sent the past sell.son, owing to the exist
ence of the cholera there, and the consequent wallt of a market. 

A t day break on the 29th A ugnst, the writf'r c-rossf'd that part 
of Caraquet Bay betwf'en Caraqnet Isla1ld and Point Mizzinette. 
which is the best ground fo.r herr~ng fishing. On this "herring
bank," as it is termed, there were then 160 fishing boats, which 
had just taken up their nets aftf'r the night's fishing. They had 
not been Yf'ry successful; the night had been dear and calm, and 
a dark night, with a fresh breeze, is the bf'st for herring fishing, 
The largest quantity taken by any of the"e- baats dllring the night 
was six barrels; the fish we-re- in the very best condition, and their 
excellence could scarcely be f'qualled, cf'rtainly not surpassed, by 
herrings any where. TIlt' fi"hf'rmen appeared to have no idea that 
the herring swims at variDlls depths below the surfacf', according 
to the wind, the tide, and the situatiDn of their food. Thev all 
fished their nets fastened to. a buoy-rope, supported by floats 01; the 
surface; if the run of the fish happened to be bf'IOlY the depth of 
the net, they Wf're o.f course missed altogether; and although there 
may be abundance of fish, yet the fislwrs, frolll the want of kno.w
ledge Dr skill, must be frequently unsuccessful. The fresh herrings 
are so.ld to purehasers from 2s. Sd. to 3s. per barrel; three barreb 
of round herrings will make two barrels when cleanf'd and salted. 

On the 12th Sf'ptf'lll ber, there were 280 fishing boats on this 
bank, collected fro.m all parts of the neighbouring coasts. At the 
dose of the season, the herring fishing \Vas said not '0. have been 
good, If'sS than the usual qU8:ntity being takf'n. The fish made 
their appearance on the 20th of .A Ugllst, previous to' which not 
even a single o.ne had been taken; tll('re did not appear to be any 
deficiellcy in the numbers, and the failure Df the fishery may to a. 
Gertain extent be attributed to. a want uf knowlf'dge of the habits. 
of the fish, and also (}f the manner o.f using nets in df'ep water, so 
successfully practisf'd by the herring fi:;hers of Loch Pyne .. 

The writer had aft QPportul1ity at Caraquet, of seeing the 
manner ill which herri.ngs were treated after being canght. :The 
nights' fishing being over, the boats made their way to the shore,. 
each to its own landing. The fishers had, in the first place, to get 
their breakfasts; after which it was absDlutely necessary thf'y 
should smoke their pipes. Haying been out all night, a little sleep 
was indispellsable; and, in too many cases, the fish lay in the boats 
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or on the shore nearly all the day, sweltering under a broiling snn. 
In the afternoo'n perhaps, they were "gibbed" and salted, but by 
this time the process of decomposition had actually commenced, 
and the fine flavour of the fish was utterly lost. . 

When it is recollected that the Dl1tch u)ode of curmg, so suc
cessfnIly adopted in Scotland, requires that the herrings, imme
diately on being caught, should be bled, g?tted, c1.eaned, salted, 
and barrelled; that by being bled, the herrmgs re~alll a sweetness 
of flavour and delicacy of flesh which unbled hernngs cannot pos
sibly possess; and that the.rapidi~y of the proces~ of curJng likewise 
aids in preserving the native delicacy of the ammal ; It cannot be 
expected that Caraquet herrings, excellent as they are when first 
taken from the water, should possess any flavour when salted, or 
have any commercial value. 

The manner in which these herrings are treated, is almost an 
absolute waste of the bounties of Providence. 

Grand~ Ance, 

On leaving Caraquet Bay, and rounding Point Mizzinette, to 
proceed np the Bay of Chaleur, the shores are found to consist of 
grpY sand-stone, rising abruptly from the water, with but ft'w and 
narrow beaches. Thus the sbores continue to Grand Ance, whiclt 
is a long narrow beach in a slight indentation of the coast. There 
were there thirty boats engaged in fishing here last August, with 
two men each. The fishing gronnd is directly in front of Grand 
Ance, within three miles of the shore; and the average catch or 
theiSe boats is from 70 to 80 quintals each during the season. 

There were several persons here taking in fish from the resident 
fishermen. The principal of these was Mr. Alexandre, son of 
Captain Joshua Alexandre, of Shippagan and Jersey. 
, The rates allowed the fishermen last season were as follows :
for green cod, fresh from the knife, ten shillings for 300 lbs.; for 
ling and haddock, five shillings for 300 lbs. These rates were 
paid in goods and supplies, at fishermen's prices. 

Six or seven American schooners had been crnisinO' off Grande 
Ance in the E'al'lier part of the season, mackerE'l fishi~g ; they had 
all taken full fares and left the coast. They frequently ca;ne in 
clos.e to the shore. \Vhile they were using their peculiar mode of 
fishlllg, .the c~d fishers c~nld not procure any mackerel for bait, 
and thel.r fish1l1g snffered III consequence, there beinO' no clams 
here. The Americans having left, the fishers wer~ fitting up 
mackerel nets for use; these were 20 fathoms long and 3 fathoms 
deep, with a mesh of 3 inches. It was said that nets 5 fathoms 
deep were bettel' than those of 3 fathoms. 

This cove is greatly exposed to almost every wind from the 
".orthward, when a heavy sea comes in on the beach. At snch 
times the boats are beached, and hauled up above hiO'h water mark 
by men and h~rses,. the sho:e being somewhat ste~p. A break
water and landlllg pier at thiS place wonld be of essential service 
to the fishermen, and greatly advance the fisheries. 
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Teaglte'S Brook. 
From Grande Ance to Teague's Brook the coast consists of a 

range of sand-stone cliffs, rising nearly perpendicular from the 
water to the height of eighty alld one hundred feet, and even more. 
There are two or three small coves or indents in the cliffs at Poke
shaw, where boats may land, but these landing places are not safe 
with the wind on shore. At Teague's Brook, (between which and 
Bathurst Harbour lies Salmon Beach,) the shore is less elevated, 
and slope~ gradually back from the water. There is no harbour 
or shelter even for boats along this line of coast, and a breakwater 
and landing place at Teague's Brook would make a good fishing 
station there, and be of great service to the farmers on the coast, 
by giving facilities f()r shipping agricultural produce, which tlwy 
now greatly need. 

Petit Roelter. 
This settlement is on the Bay of Chaleur, about 12'miles beyond 

Bathurst Harbour, and on the whole of the long line of coast from 
Grande Ance to this Point there is not a single fishing station 
This is chiefly owing to the mural cliffs which border a large portion 
of the coast, and to the absence of landing places and boat harbours 
which would afford shelter in stormy weather. Much good fishing 
is here neglected and almost entirel y lost, no measures having been 
taken to create those facilities, and give that shelter from the 
storm which nature has provided elsewhere for the hardy fisherman. 
It is true that there is good shelter at Bathurst Harbour, bnt it has 
not been found a convenient station for prosecuting the fisheries. 
At Petit Rocher there is a neat fishing station belonging to Mr. 
John W oolner, of Bathurst, who calls his place" Point Medisco," 
that being the name it bears on the ancient charts. 

On this line of coast, (from Bathurst to Green Point,) there are 
forty fishing boats, with two men each; the average catch of these 
boats is from 25 to 30 quintals of cod, haddock, and ling, during 
the season. 

The prices allowed the fishermen here were the same as at 
Grande Anee, that is, lOs. for 300 lbs. of green cod, and 5s. for 
the same quantity of haddock and lin~. The fish are mueh smaller 
here than farther down the Bay, and are not so firm. Mr. Woolner 
said he found that 300 Ibs. of green fish here would not make a 
quintal of dry fi~h, as could be done at Grande Ance, owing to the 
cod and I)ther fish being less firm. 

'Mr. W oolner has a small but very complete establishment for 
putting up 10bstl'rs, in tin cases hermetically sealed. He had 
during the season thus put up 2000 Ibs. in tins, a much less quan
tity than usual, owing to the cholera having cut off the market. 

He purcbases from the settlers the white part of the lobsters, 
boiled and free from shell, at two pence half· penny per pound, 
which is salted in plain 'pickle, and packed in barrels for sale at 
Quebec. Of salted lobsters, Mr. Woolner put up eleven thousand 
pounds during the season. 

Several American vessels had been seen mackerel fishing off 
Point Medisco during the t!eason, but with what success had not 
been ascertained. 
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For several years no capelin have been seen on this side of the 
Bay of Chaleur above Grande Ance. Formerly, they were exten· 
sively used for manure, but they cannot· noW' be had even for that 
base purp0se, the nm of the capelin having been completely 
broken up. 

Herrings, which were formerly abundant, have fallen. off grea~ly 
in numbers on this coast. Mr. W oolner stated that, Just outSIde 
BathlP.."st Harbon·r, there was a beach where the herrings Were 
accustomed to deposit their spawn in immense quantities, and the 
place was tl~ence caned "Herring Spawn Beach." He has seell 
the spawn thrown up on this beach by the surf in long thick rolls, 
or masses, which were carted away by the neighbouring farmers, 
and used as top-dressing for their fields:! As a matter of course, 
this shameful proceeding destroyell the herring fishing at that 
place complete,ly, and injured it all along the coa..st. 

Green Point. 

The wind being ahead and blowing fresh, the vrriter rested at 
this point a few hours, and during his stay went out to the fishing 
gronnd, about three miles distant, in a fishing boat, with three 
Frenchmen, g father and two sons; the boat was a good on(', built 
'of cedar, about 23 feet long, with two sprit-sails. The fishing was 
in ten fathoms water, and there was considerable sea on. The 
fishing lines wt're greatly worn, and the hooks were rUI:'oty, very 
blunt, and ill shaped. There was not a spare hook in the boat; 
and when a hook was l~st, the line t(') which it had been attached 
was rendered useles~, there being none to replace it. The bait 
used was clam 8{lmewhat stale. Yet under all these disadvan~ 
tages, sixty fine cod and haddock were taken in two hours, by 
which time the wind and sea had arisen so much, that further 
fisbing had to be given up. This case is mentioned, as an instance 
which came accidently und('r the writer's own observation, {)f the 
imperfect and careless manner in which the fishing boats are 
equipped. There is reason to belieye that many of the boats of 
the Bay of Chaleur go out equally mlprovided, and that insufficient 
and unfit hooks, lines, and bait, tend greatly to depreciate and 
!"ender unprofitable the ~bours of the fishermen, who pay little 
attention to what they generally consider trifles. 

While fishing off Green Point a number of black porpoises were 
>o1ling about, and sometimes came very near to the boat. One 
large .ling was c~n?ht-these fish ~re not commonly taken in the 
day tIme, the fisillng for them belllg generally during the night. 
:Vhere boats go off from. ~he land and anchor, the boy (and some. 
~Ilnes a very small one,) IS left to keep watch while the fishermen 
sleep; and he employs himself during the niaht in haulinO' up huO'e 
I' f 1· 1 1 I . . '" '" '" nlng, 0 W 11C 1 le ·las a certaln share as Ius proport.ion of the catch. 

Herml Island. 

There is excellent herring fishinO' around this Island but the 
b t . '" • es statIOns are between the Island and the main land the distance 
;across being about tl'l'O miles. A part of this Island oniy is granted 
but the lots already granted are said to cover all the best beacbp-s: 
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and leave no fishing stations at the public disposal, which is much 
to be regretted. 

Mr. Harvey, who keeps an inn a short distance above Nash's 
Creek, stated that fall herring were taken about Heron Island, 
abundantly; that no shad, basse, or gaspereaux, were taken in this 
part of the Bay; that few capelin were seen; but lobsters and sea 
trout were abundant. Mr. Harvey was very anxious that the 
Americans should be allowed to land on this coast, and prosecute 
the fisheries, as they would teach the yonng men the latest and 
most approved modes of fishing, from ignorance of which they 
could not at present follow fishing profitably-and he desired that 
his wishes should be made known. 

Dalhousie. 
I 

It was stated by Dugald Stewart, Esquire, the Deputy Treasurer 
at this place, that the emigrants from the Isle of Arran, who are 
settled along the coast of the Bay of Chaleur, in the Parishes of 
Durham and Colborne, have tried the long line, or bllltow fishing, 
with great success. This mode of fishing is exceedingly well' 
adapted for those settlers, as they can thus p:ocure a supply of fish, 
and a surplns for sale, with but little interruption to the labour on 
their farms. 

When these emigrants first settled on this coast they were very 
destitute, but they now own excellent farms which produce large 
crops, especially of wheat and oats. They have not only attained 
to independence and comfort, but many of them are becoming 
qnite wealthy. . 

Mr. Stewart mentioned the case of a school master on this coast, 
named M'Allister, (a lame man,) who taught school dnring the 
day, and employed his evening hours in knitting nets. He fished 
for herrings in the spring and, autumn, at which perious there 
are school vacations for seed time anu harvest. By pursuing this 
industrious course, in fone seasons he earned sufficient to purchase 
a farm at the price of three hundred pounds, upon which he is now 
settled, and is quite independent. 

TIlf~re was a good supply of capelin in Dalhousie HarbJur the 
past season, as there is generally every season. It was stated by 
the Honorable Mr. Montgomery and Mr. Stewart, that they are 
still used as manure, but not to the same extent as formerly. 
Mackerel frequently enter the Restigouche River, and ascend some 
distance; occasionally tlH'y are caught at Esquiminac Bay, about 
five miles above Dalhousie. Mr. Stewart stated, that no American 
fishing vessel had ever come so far up the Bay as Dalhousie; he 
is of opinion, that allowing American fishermen to establish fishing 
stations on the coast would be advantageous, especially in teaching 
the residents how to fish. 

There is no fishing station, or any cod fishing prosecuted at 
Dalhousie. 
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DISTRICT OF GASPE. 

Tracadegash. 
Between Maguacha Point, at the entrance of the Restigouche, 

on its northern side, and Tracadegash Point, on the G~spe. shore, 
a distance of about fifteen miles, is Carleton Bay, wInch IS well 
sheltered, with eight I fathoms water, muddy bottom, ~nd good 
holding ground. Ordinary tides in this Bay rise and fall ~Ig?t f:et, 
spring tides ten feet. A t full and change of the moon, It IS hIgh 
water at three o'clock. 

Mr. Joseph Marr, the Postmastpr at Tracadegash, stated that 
the cod fishery was formerly prosecuted extensively in Carleton 
Bay, from the beach, but it has fallen off very greatly. The 
buildings formaly occupied as "fishing rooms" yet standing, are 
now deserted, while of others the foundations only are seen. Large 
quantities of capelin were accustomed to strike in here, but they 
were used extensively for manure, and 'but few are now taken. 
Immense quantities of herrings were also used on this coast for 
manure, but this has been prevented during the last four years, by 
an order of the Municipal Council of this division of the County of 
Bonaventure. 

There are not so many cod now in the upper part of the Bay of 
Chaleur, (above Bonaventure,) as formerly, but more haddock. 

Mackerel of the finest quality were taken off T racadegash Point 
f:uring the past season, but only in small quantities, from want of 
the requisite skill and outfit. Mr. Marrwas of opinion that 20,000 
barrels of mackerel might have been taken during the season, in 
Carleton Bay, by those who understood the fishery. The herring 
fi5hing commences here on the 20th A l1gnst and ends the 20th Sep- , 
tember; the,fish are taken almost at the doors of the inhabitants. 
This herring fishery could be prosecuted much more extensively 
than at present, if under proper regulations. 

Large numbers of white porpoise were seen in the Bay of Chaleur 
the past season, which was an unusual occurrence, none having 
been seen there for thirty years previously. There presence was 
supposed to have had an injurious effect upon the salmon fisheries 
of the Bay generally, as the white porpoise destroys great numbers 
of salmon, chases them in all directions, and breaks up their 
"schulls." These fish are quite common in the River Saint Law
rence, where they are taken sometimes of the length of 18 feet in 
wei.rs se~ up for the purpose. They yield much oil of finl': quality; 
theIr SkIllS are dressed for tracE's, and the Canadian mail baas are 
made of them. Mr. Marr exhibited some of these baas ~hich 
were very white, thick, and soft; they stand much ch:fi~a and 
effectually resist the wet. 0' 

Mr. Marr stated, that the American fishino- vessels which fre
quen~ ~his Ray are in .the habit of trading ~ Port Daniel; that 
they lIlJure the cod fislnng by throwing over the bones and offal of 

, the fish they take; and that it would be better to allow them to 
land, for the p~1r'p0se of cleaning and curing their fish, as they would 
then do less. lIlJ tlr! to the fisheries. The Jersey houses on the 
coast,. he saId, dIscouraged the herring fishery, and all other 
fishenes, except that for cod. 
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Mr. Marr had driven across the Bay of Chaleur, on the ice, from 
1his place to Heron Island, a distance of 9 miles, and crossing that 
Island, had agail\ driven, on the ice, across the stl'ait, 2 miles wide, 
which separates the J sland frona the main, and landed at New Mills, 
en the New Brunsw,ick shore. Mr~ Marr exhibited a specimen of 
auriferous sand, from the bed of a brook on the N ew Br~mswick 
side of th-e Bay, in whicl1 the grains of gold were very minute, but 
apparently very pure. I 

Mr. Edward Mann, who resides at Tracadegash, was prosecuting 
the herring fishing while -the writer was there, in September. 
Mr. Mann is a person of much intelligence and information, and 
he curred his henings in a prop"r manner. Immedi.ately on being 
caught the head of each fish was cut off, which allowed a,ll the blood 
to escape.; they were then gutted, cleaned, and salted at once. 
These fish were very ,firm, admirably white and delicate, and 
possesse-d a fine flavour. All the fish which Mr. Mann would thus 
put up during the season, were engaged at £ 1 7 6 per barrel, thus 
IIlffording the most convincing proof that attention to curin!!: alone, 
was quite sufficient to ensure a market, and a high price, for these 
herrings. They were when canght precisely the same as the 
Caraquet herrings, which, f~om catelessness and mismanagement, 
are witho~t value. 

Mr. Mann's herring net had a mesh ·of two and a quarter inches, 
and his mackerel nets a mesh of three .inches; with thick t\7ine 
the mesh requires to be a little larger. These nets were ~)He hundred 
meshes def'P; but the imported nets, which ~reone hundred and 
sixty meshes iN depth, are considered the best for fall herrings. 

Whil-e the writer was at Tracadegash a fishing sch00ner arrived 
from Labrador, having ·on board three hnndrtld quintals of dry cod, 
and one hundred baHels of herring. Tbis schooner was intended 
to return immediately to Labrador to bring back another cargo 
which had been left there, -the fishing having been unusually suc
cessful on that coast ,during the past season, many vessels, .as lR 
this case, havililg made double fares. 

Bonaventure Harbollr. 

On the beach at this place Messieurs George 'and Ferdinand 
Boissonault, natives of Canada, have a Heat store and fishing 
establishment; and the 3 ersey houses have buildings for receiving 
and storing dry fish. 

The Messieurs Boissonault §tated that there were about one 
hundred and twenty boats, with two men each, engaged in the cod 
fishery, on the coast between Tracadegash and Bonaventure; and 
that the catch of these boats would average one hundred quintals 
of dry and pickled fish, each, during the season. Not many capelin 
are Jwwseen at this place, owing to their having been formerly 
used largely as manure. Several thousand' barrels of h.erring are 
yet used annually at this settlement for the like purpose, and in 
consequence the <lod fishing has greatly fallen off at this place; 
fishermen who formerly caught three hundred quintals of fish 
during the season, now only get one hundred quintals. 

Several ~I\ rnerican vessels were off this place during the .season, 
4 
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and obtained fnn fa-res of mackerel; they hljured the cod flsIling 
materially by depriving the fishers of their bait. . 

Messieurs Boisso'l1ault strongly advocate the appomtment of a 
Government Inspector, to inspect and brand all fish; as wen to' 
give charact01' to- the article ~8 to prevent the gross fral~ds so~e-' 
times practised. They mentIoned the fact of b.arrels of fish b~mg; 
sold as containing mackerel, the t'nds of whICh only contamed' 
that fish, the centre part of each barrel being filled with llerring. 

'TIle entrance to' Bonaventure Harbour is between two long 
Jnurow bars of gravel, one extending from a high bank. on the south. 
side, a,nd the other from the flat on the north, upon wh,}ch stands, 
the village of Bonaventure. There is sufficient depth of water in
the gully t(} adimit vessels of two hundred tons at high water. 
Inside the gully there is an extensive basin, and vesse-Is lie directly 
against the gravel bank, with three fathoms at low water. The' 
Bonaventure River is about sixty miles in length; it is called by 
the Indians· the H' Wagamet" or " Clear Water," from the exceed
ing purity and brilliancy of its waters. There are hut few salmoIt 
in this river, or ~sh of any description, which is supposed to arise
from the very extraordinary clearness of its walE'rs; and this 
absence of fish in- the Bonaventure distinguishes it from every 
other river ill the Bay of Chaleur. 1t may be said to be, '~-the' 
e-xGeptiun which proves the mle.>T 

Large' quantities, of sea trout enter the basin: of Bonaventure
from the Bay of Chaleur with every flood tide, and go out again 
with the ebb; these fish have been d~signated "tide trout." 
They are of large size, and are readily taken by fly fishers from 
the sides of the gully, just as the flood tide begins to ma-ke., The
sportsman, standing on the bar, amid kelp and sea weed, may here 
have excellent sport for about an hour each tide, unti1 driven off 
by the advancing wave::·. He may then follow the fish up to the 
basin, taking them at every Gast, and perhaps conclude the fishinO' 
for that tide under the stern, or alongside, some large vessel load in:; 
iii. the basin. Again, on the ebb tide there is good fishing: fof' ~ 
short time, but it is more diffict~lt then to hit, off the .fish, as they 
all appear to move Ollt to sea m a body. file' wnter tried this 
fishing successfully on the 18th September; the fish were brilliantly 
white, and in fine condition, very firm and well flavoured. It wag. 
stated by an old- fly fisher from England, who Ii ves' at Bonaventure 
Beach, that, in the early part of the season, he took many of these
fine fish of the weight of ~hree pounds and upwards. It is said 
that salmon had been occaSIOnally taken at this place with rod and 
line, while fishing for tide trout. -

PaspeMac. 

This place is sixty miles from Dalhousie, and derives its name' 

J
froIDd' an. Ind} ian word "signifying "The Great Landing.'Y This 
an mg IS a ong, curved, gravel spit, which stretches out into the 

Bay of Chaleur nearly three miles, forming on one side a tolerable 
harbonr, ~nd nearly enclosing between it and the main land', a 
oarr'acltms or lagoon, very convenient as, a sheltelr for fishing; 
boats and shallops. 
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On the beach at Paspebiac, is situate the depot of the wealthy 
and well known firm of Charles Robin and Co., of Jersey, whidl 
was first established here in 17f\S, by the late Charles Robin, the 
founder of the firm, and has since gradually increased to its present 
~xtent. This excellent establishment comprises a great number of 
wen finished buildings, stores, warehouses, forges, sail lofts, and 
workshops for every variety of purpose connected with the business, 
all kt:'pt in the neatest possible onler. Each building of the estab
lishment is numbered or lettered, and appropriated to a specific 
purpose; on no aooount is it permitted to be used for any other. 
An extensive stock of valuable good.s is kept here; and a neat 
battery of six-pounders is always in good order, and ready for instant 
use, to protect the establishment. There is a ship yard here, at 
which the firm have always built one vessel annually, for more 
1han half a century, and from the care taken in sglecting the tim
ber, and ill building, these vessels have become noted for their 
extraordinary durability. 

Every spring, a whole fleet of ships and brigantines belonging 
to the firm, arrive at Paspebiac from Jersey, with double crews, 
and all the necessary stores for the season. These vessels are 
moored in front of the beach, their sails are unbent and stored, 
their topmasts and yards are struck and hQused. The whole of 
the vessels are placed in charge of one master and crew, who take 
care of them during the summer, and issue the salt, with which 
they are ballasted, as it is required. The rest of the masters and 
crews are dispatched in boats and shallops to various parts of the 
Bay to fish, and collect fish from those who deal with the firm. 
When the fishing season is over, these vessels depart with cargoes 
for the West Indies and Brazil, but more frequently to the Medi
terranean-to the Ports of Messina and Naplt>s. Their disposing 
Qf their cargoes, they thence take fruit or other freight to England; 
and fitting out again at St. Beliers, in Jersey, where the heads of 
the firm reside, they return to Paspebiac in the spring, to resume 
the business of the senson. 

The admirable plan of systematic arrangement at this esta blish
ment, the great characteristics of which are, ceaseless industry, 
frugality, and caution-and especially the strict enforcement of the 
rule, that no person shall be retained about the businsss who cannot 
be profitably employed-have long secured it the most solid pros
perity, and enabled the intelligent and enterprising founder of the 
firm, to bequeath to his family a great amount of wealth. 

On the same beach, adjoining the establishment of Robin & Co" 
is that of LeBoutillier Brothers, of Jersey, which, though not so 
extensive as the other, is well and neatly arranged, and kept in 
excellent order. The three brothers LeBoutillier were trained by 
the house of Robin & Co., and conduct the fishing business in the 
same systematic manner' as that house, trading to the same ports, 
and with equal success and profit, but on a less extensive scale. 
Their whole export of dried fish for the year 1849, was expected 
to fall little short of 20,000 quintals. 

Mr. LaPerelle, the chief agent of the establishment of Robin 
and Co.~ stated that their bouse would export from 40,000 to 45,000 
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quintals of dried cod, in the season of 1849, to the Brazils, and 
Mediterranean ports. The fish for the Brazils are packed in large 
flat tubs called" drnms," into which thE'y are pressed by a powerful 
screw. 'Each drum contains exactly 12810 of dry fish, that being 
the Portuguese quintal; and the drums are shaped to suit the con
venience of the Brazilians, who transport them into the interior of 
South America, slung in pairs upon mules. For the Mediterranean 
markets, the fish are stowed in the holds of the vessels, in bulk, 
and seldom receive damage, such is the excellent manner in which 
they are cured and stowed. The best and whitest of the cod are 
required 'for the Neapolitan market, for even the lazzaroni or 
Naples are very particular as to the quality of their fish. 

Mr. LaPerelIe said, that capelin struck in abundantly at Pas
pebiac the past season, and were used largely as manure. Herring 
do not come in here, in sufficient numbers to be used for that pur
pose. At one time during the past summer, there were five 
American schooners at anchor, about a mile from Messra. Robins' 
establishment. They fished at the distance of three miles from the 
point of the beach, for mackerel, and obtained full fares; some of 
the vessels had nine hundred barrels; while they were fishing they 
destroyed the shore fishery for cod, as the fishers could not catch a 
sufficiency of mackerel for bait. 

Among the standing orders of the house of Robin & Co. for the 
regulation of their fishermen, is one, that they shall not split or 
clean their fish on the fishing grounds, but always bring them to 
the shore before performing these operations. The people in their 
own employ are obliged to comply with this order strictly, and 
they endeavour to indnce all others to be guided by it. They con
cei ve it very injurious to the fisheries to throw· bones and offal 
among the fish, and the opinion of the firm on this point, from 
their long experience and knowledge of the subject, must be 
deemed quite conclusive. 

General Summary and Observations. 

The number of boats and men engaged in the sea fisheries and 
th.e quantities of dried fish caught and cured in 1849 in th~ dis
trICt north of the Miramichi, may be thus summed up':-

Number 
LOCALITY. of 

Boats. 
- -----

Portage Island, •• .. .. 33 
~abusintac Gully, · . .. 19 
'I racady, •• · . · . .. 10 
Shippagan, 60 .. · . .. 
Point Miscou, · . · . .. 40 
Caraquet, ... 200 
Grande Ance, 

· . .. .. · . · . .. 30 
Petit Rocher, 40 · . · . .. 

---

Number Number 
of cf 

Men. Boys. 
---------

80 20 
57 · . 30 · . 120 60 
80 · . 400 150 
60 · . 80 23 

--------

Estimated 
eatch 

in quintals. 
----

90 
50 
20 

6,00 
3,00 

10,00 
2.25 
1,20 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

Total~, •••••••••••• 432 907 250 24,05 o 
1011 the men engaged in this fishery are also part farmers· they 

cu lVate some portion of land wherever they reside on the ~oast. 
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Of the quantity of dried fish above stated, it is estimated that 
15,000 quintals were cod, and the rest haddock and ling. 

The ling is a fish known in the Bay of Fundy by the name of 
" hake." I n the Gulf this fish is taken of very large size, espe
cially by fishing during the night. In appearance it corresponds 
precisely with the drawing in Mr. Yaw"l's admirable work 011 

British Fishes, (vol. 2, page 289,) and its dpscription is the same 
as there givPI1 of the forked hake; or pll.1Jcis furcatus of Cuvier. 
Owing to the length, breadth, and thickness of the ling when split, 
they are. at the best" rooms," dried on large flakes, raised about 
eight fpet from tllE' ground, which have a greatpr circulation of air 
underneath. The cod of larger size are also dried on these flakes. 

Of the quantity of fall herring takeu on this coast, it is quite 
impossible to give any estimate which may be relied upon as accu
rate. The principal fishing ground is at Caraquet, and the whole 
quantity taken there in 1849, llVould probably amount to two thou
sand barrels, or perhaps exceed that quantity. The catch at other 
localities along the coast, would, perhaps, amount to one thousand 
barrels more. 

The quantity of mackerel caught and cured, is so small as 
scarcely to be taken into a::collnt, in giving an estimate of these 
fi;;hel'ies. It was said that macken~l had at times been imported 
from Arichat for the use of the inhahitants on this coast, near 
which thousands of barrels, of the same fish, are annually caught 
by fishing vessels from Maine and Massachusetts. 

The cod, haddock, and ling, are cured by the Jersey houses in 
the most perfect manner; nothing can be finer than their best 
quality of dried cod, when ready for shipment. By long practice, 
and close attention to their business, the Jersey curers have become 
exceedingly expert and skilful; they are fuliy competent to give 
instruction to others, and are admirable teachers. The suggE'stions 
of Mr. Doran, of Shippagan, (in his letter annexed,) that some of 
the young men of this Province should pnter the Jersey establish
ments, to learn practically this important part of the fishery 
businE'ss, as also the mode of conducting it generally, is well 
worthy of consideration. . 

Some of the gentlemen connected with the Jersey fishing estab
lishments in the County of Gloucester, complained bitterly of the 
heavy Provincial Duties on many articles imported for the use of 
the fisheries. It was said that thE'se duties were very bllrthensome 
to the fishermen, who obtained no greater price for their fish than 
heretofore; but were, in consequence of the increased. duties, 
obliged to pay much higher prices for their supplies than f01:merly. 

With a view to ascertain the amount of dnties collected at the 
Port of Shippagan, which includes Miscou and Shippagan Islands, 
Tracady, Caraquet, Grand Ance, and all the fishing" rooms" in 
that quarter, reference has been made to the Province Treasurer. 
and the following appears as the return of all artieles imported 
into this district, which paid specific duties in the year 1849:-
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Brandy, 
Wine, 
Spirits, 
J"emon Syrup, 
Malt Liquor, 
Cider, 

None. 
" 

] 12 gals. 
None. 

" 
" 

Molasses, 2,605 gals. 
Brown Sugar. 9~ cwt. 
J"oaf SUA"ar, Non€'. 
Crushed Sugar, " 
Tea, 422 Ib:;. 
Coffee, 332 Ibs. 
Tobaeco, 4,803Ibs. 
Dried Fruits, None. 
Fish, " 

Meats, (salted,) 
5:oap, 
Lard, 
Butter, 
Cheese, 
Candles, 
Leather, 
Skins, 
Cattle, 
Horse~, 
Clock~, 
Coals, 
Apples, 
\vh~at Flour, 

20,400 IO!l. 
1,814Ibs_ 

401bs. 
2,366Ibs. 

None. 
3621bs. 
3801bs. 

2 doz. 
1 

None. 

45 ton~_ 
60 bush. 

1,644 bar. 

The sppcific duties on the fore!?,oing ~rticlps, with the ad-v~lorpm 
duties on all other dutiable artICles Imported, amonnted In the 
whole to £518 2s. 6d., which was the whole amonnt of Provincial 
duties collected for the Port and District of Shippagan, during the 
year 1849. 

When it is taken into consideration, that articles for the use of 
the lumbering and mill establishments. and for consumption by 
the agricultural portion of the population in that district, pay a 
considerable proportion of the duties there eollected, the residue 
would not seem to be of snch an amount as to fall heavily on 
the fishers, unless the articles for their use paid duty in some other 
part of the Province. 

The t:lub-Collector at Caraqm>t, gave it as his opinion, that 
there was very little smuggling on this coast. The writer's opinion 
is somewhat different. 

THE DISTRICT SOUTH OF THE MIRA~IICHI. 

In I:'ntering upon a description of the fisheries of this part of the 
Gulf Coast of Nel'l' Brunswick, it is necessary to premise, that no 
fishing" rooms" have yet been establislwd south of the Miramichi; 
that the sea fisheries are carried on by the settlers upon the coast, 
who fish to such an extent, and in such a manner, as suits theil' 
means, or their convenience; that the qllal~tities they take are 
frequently only sufficient for their own families; and that bnt few 
of them cure fish for sale. 

The Coast from Bay Dit Vin to Richibucto Head. 

On the whole line of this coast, spring herrings are abundant. 
but they are only taken by the settlers for their own use; and 
there is reason to believe that many arl:' used for manure. There 
is exct!llent cod fishing outside Fox Island, and off Point Escumi
nac, as has already been mentioned. From Point Escuminac to 
Point Sapin on the Gulf Shore, the land is a miserable sunken 
tract, almost uninhabited, and there is no good harbour even for 
boats. From Point Sapin aClfOSS the Straits of Northumberland, 
to the west Cape of Prince Edward Island, there is good fishing 
both for cod and mackerel, and this ground is a favourite resort for
American fishing vessels, many of whom obtain full fares here 
every season. From Fox Island in Miramichi Bay tu Richibucto> 
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,salmi')n are caught all along th-e oGast, there being nets at almost 
>every lot. There were about 200 barrels of salmon taken from 
Kouchibougllac beaches, to RichibuctG Head, during the season of 
1849; these were all caught {')utside, by sea fi"hing, as it may be 
termed. There is no regulation for this fishery.; the season is from 
the 1 st June to 15th August, after which the salmon aresu!Jposed 
to enter the ,rivers, as no more are taken on the eoast. These 
salmon sell at Richibucio for £2 lOs. per barrel, payable ~fl. ·cash" 

Oil this line of coast, the fall herril1g are abQndal~t, but on'ly iii. 

few are taken at the Kouchibanguac beaches by the salmon fishers; 
ihey caught about .200 barrels the past season. It was stated as 
.a reason why so small a quantity was taken, that this fishery occurs 
.at the SE'aSON wilen the settlers are engaged. in makiltg their Marsh 
bay, and that they have Tlot t'ime to attend to it. 

Thomas 'Powell, Esquire, of Richibucto, stated, that he has been 
fifty eight years settled at Richibu{)to, and that he was 13 years 
·of age when he first came with his fatllE'~ from Grimross, on the 
Saint J nlm, to reside tllE're. A t that time there was not a white 
settler on the whole' coast, frotn Shediac to Bay au ViTI. 

Mr. POWE'1l thinks there is no cod nshing, pmperly so called, in 
the Straits of Nortlwmberland, south 0f Richibucto Head, but north 
of a line drawn from that head to the west Cape of Prince I!:dward 
Island, he thinks the fishing very g{)od. The in-shore fishing for 
cod is fTom the first J llne to 15th A llgnst; a/tt'r that the fish move 
,off into deep water on the sanks. Mr. Powell says, that vessels 
4)f 35 tons, with crews ·of five mfm each, might proseclite the fisu
~ries fr~m Richihucto profitabiy, fishing either (HI. the Bradelle 
Bank, or ,at the Labrador ~ that if the vessels were larger than 35 
tons, they should be double that size, but tbpse w-euld not be SG 

profitable' as the smaller class. Mr. Powell is clearly of opinion~ 
that the employment of twenty of th~e small vessels in the sea 
.:fisheries, 'Would confer more real beNefit Up<HiI tuat part of the 
'Province, than all the steam saw mills there. 

As to ,mackerel, Mr. Powell said, they wer<', and always had 
been &bl'l>udant 00 this coast, but the~e were 11{) preparations for 
taking them; he neVE'r knew a mackerel net to be used, but 
mackerel were oooastonaUy caught in the gaspereaux nets. 

Mr. R-ichard Long, pilat at Ricbib~~cto, stated that there are 
-thre-e ha-rbours between lUchibucto Head and Point Sapin, for 
vessels (hawing S or 9 feet water, and several good boat harbours 
-also. He described a sniall bank, distal~:t about ten miles, east by 
north, from Richibucto Head, and in range of Point Sapin, where 
eod wel'e abLlndant,especial1y in the latter part of the season. 
There is seven fathoms wate,r @11 this bank, and a vessel of 15 or 
:20 tons :might be filled in a week, using lobsters and clams as bait. 
Cod {miy are takelHlR this bank, and they average from 40 to 50 
to ;the qUIntal. Codfuhing begins on the 20th May, and lasts as 
late as the weather ,will permit in the autumn. U ntiI the end of 
June, large cod may be caught near the shore, but small cod may 
be taken close in during the whole season. Mr. Long said, that 
.<!luring the summer of 1849, macker.el were unusually abundant; 
.the waters were .alive with them. 
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Mr. Sylvester C. Wathen, a Merchant of R:ichihucto, informed 
the writer, that cod averaging seventy to the qumtal.were abundant 
throughout the season. at the distance of four mIles o,nly: from 
the Town of Richibuct(); tlUl:t there was also gooo eo-d fishmg at 
the red-buoy, half a mile beyond Richibucto Bar. Early in the 
season the French settlers frequently went ont in fiat!t, or smaU 
punts, and caught what cod they wanted, close to the- beach .. 
Haddock and linO' were abumlant in the latter part. of the season-
halibut were sca~e-no pollack had eve]; been seen on this coast. 
Mackerel were said to exist in great plenty; some of the" schulls" 
entered Richihncto Harbour in A.ugust last, and wpnt up the riverr 
as far as the bridge, but none were taken. 

Mr. Wath~ said, that ontside Richibueto Harbour, the waters 
were perfectly alive with mackerpl every season, from 15th July 
to 15th September, yet there was no mackerel fi::hing. N'o vessels 
were fitted out on this coast for any of the sea p..shE"ries. 

David Wark, Esquire, of Richibllcto, stated,. that good' fishing 
" fooms" tlr stations fo-r the shore fisllPl'Y, might l?e established at 
the entrance to· the Kouchibougnac and Kouchibol>g~1asis Hivers,.. 
the beaches being favourable, and in his opinion, the fisheries could 
be canied on thl're more protitably than· at ~ etrfoundland, hecause 
the fishermen could' (}btarn otber employment dn.ring the winter. 

A fisherman from Prince Edward Island, named W olif, was met 
at Richibucto; he had been out fishing fo-r five weeks in a small 
schooner, having on board two men and a boy. They had fished 
in 8 to 3D fathoms ,Yater, and had caught thirty quintals sf cod; 
the fish averaged one bundred to the qui-ntu!. Mr. Creelman of 
Richibucto, wb() had been out fisbing with W oUf, s:aid that on one 
occasion they l1ad taken two- hundred fish in two hours, about 2(} 
miles from Richibucto. During the first week in September last. 
they boarded three American vessels off the west Cape of. Prince 
Edward Island. One vessel had then 450. barrpls of mackerel,. 
chiefly ~ o. 2, and was on her second trip ~ the other two vessels 
had 300. barrels each; ~l\le schooner was from :\ ewburyport, having 
on board foUl' men and four boys; in one day they to()k 65 barrels 
of mackerel. The ski-pper of this vessel- said, he had fished for 
mackerel on the same ground in 1848, and· his share of the profits 
that year, was five Imndred dollars. 

It is to be regretted, that the depth of water at the entrance to 
the fine harbouf of Richibucto, has recently shoaled to I3! feet 
owing to lit new channel having broken out to. the northward 'ofth~ 
old on.e, a~d divided th~ water. Th!s is a IT.atter which requirp.s 
some mqUlry and attentIOn, as the eVll may yet b~ remerlied. 

From RicMfmclO Head to Sllediac . 

. Be-tween Richibu0to and Buctouche Harbours, the ceast is low 
WIth sandy be~cl~es. Cllockpish is nearly midway between these 
two harbours; It IS small, but is a good haFbour for boats and the 
lesser description of fishing craft. ,. . 

Buctouche, .like all the other harbours on this coast, is 8i bal" 
harbour. Owmg to some cause not explained, the water has. 
gradually deepened on the bar, during the last five years, ro t~ 
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extent of IS inches. Formerly there was only 12 feet water; but 
during the past season, vessels drawi.ng 13} feet have gone over 
the bar, not at the highest tides. Tl1e bar is only 60 yards in 
breadth; outside it, there is instantly three fathoms water, gradually 
deepening to sea-ward. Inside the bar, there are five, six, and 
lline fathoms, up to the loading place at the bridge. 

Mr. Peter M'Phelim, of Buctouche, stated, tha1i in A pril, or so 
soon as the ice breaks up, the spring herrings are abundant, bllt 
that the settlers on the coast only take so many as are necessary 
for the use of the settlement. Formerly, some of the settlers used 
them as manure, but a majority of the inhabitants opposed it, and 
succeeded in putting a stop to the practice. A fter the spring 
herring, the gaspereaux come in, and these are f,)llowecl by cod, 
'which remain in-shore for about six weeks. During thi·s period, 
Mr. M' Phelim has seen the f'renchmen go out in thf>ir flats or 
canoes, only fifty or sixty fathoms from shorr, and fill them with 
cod, fishing sometimes in two fathoms water OJl}Y, SmaU cod, he 
says, may always be taken along the coast from Buctouche to 
Cocagne ;. but there is throughout every season good cod fishing 
from BuctGlUche across to Prince Edward Island. 

Mr. M'Phelim says, he has seen every part of the Gulf of Saint 
Lawrence, and much of the coast of ~ewfonndland, and he is quite 
certain, that Buctouche harbour would be fonnd as good a station 
for cod fishing as any where in Newfoundland. There are plenty 
of clams at the bar; and vessels frequently come there from the 
Bay of Chaleur, to obtain them for bait. There is an extraordi
nary abundance of lobsters along the whole of this coast. 

Mackerel are very abundant off this harbour. Mr. M'Phelim 
said, that in the strait between Bnctouche and Prince Edward 
J sland, the waters at times were perfectly" boiling" vyith them
yet none were taken! 

On the first day of October last, great quantities of mackerel 
entered the harbour of Buctouche, and went up Big Buctouche 
River; shoals of them where seen playing about in the basin, aboye 
the bridge- but they all went to sea again-not one was caught! 

Cocagne is also a bar harbour; in ordinary tides their is nine 
feet water on the bar at low water, and 14 feet at high watt'r- at 
spring tides there is two feet more. Within, there is a fine harbour, 
well sheltered, with good anchorage in five fathoms water. 

There are 110 boats or vessels fitted out at Cocagne for taking 
cod, and that fishery on the Gulf Coast of New Brunswick, may 
be said to terminate here as its southern limit. It was ascertained 
that between Point Sapin and C()cagne, the inhabitants on the 
coast employ about forty five fishing boats, of 18 to 25 feet keel, 
with two sails, and generally three or four men in each boat. The 
whole catch of these boats will not probably' exceed one thousand 
quintals during the season. 

The foliowing information as to the fisheries at Cocagne, has been 
kindly furnished by William Y. Theal, M.D., who resides there:-

" Thl) fishl)ries, if they oan be so termed, are conducted here in the ~()rst 
possible manner. The herrings appear in and about the harbour immediately 
on the breal,ing up of the ice, and could be taken in any quant!ty with suitable 
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preparation. The inhabitants generally go out for them in parties of four to 
,eight persons. with a canoe anG small net, say from fifty to o,ne hun?red feet 
long and four to six feet deep, supported generally by bark hnes, with buoy~ 
to b~ar it up, and bags of sand, or stones slung, to sink the lower ~dge. Yet 
-even with this rude outfit, they generally catch sufficient for their own con-
sumption, and a large quantity to sell fresh. " 

" Many waggons from Sackville, Dorchester, PetItcodlac, and ~ther places, 
are loaded here during the fishing season with herrings at two to SIX pence per 
hundred, payable in tobacco at 2". per pound, . tea at 45. per pound, ~nd small 
wares in proportion. In most ca~es, the herrlUgs are of a poor quahty, yet I 
have seen them lully equal to those caught on the Labrador coast. The gaspe
reaux enter the harbour and ri,'er a few weeks after, but the mesh of the nets 
being made for herrings only, few of these are taken; they are generally fat. 
Mackerel are often seen in large shoals. but 1 canllot learn that there is a 
mackerel net on this part of the coast. They are sometimes eaught in herriug 
Ilets, and are brought for sale fresh. 

"Cod were c.aught a few years since in tolerably large quantitieR hy a few 
families, who then had a boat; but they disagreed amongst them;;elves, and left 
the boat on the bear.h to perish. Fur the la~t three years no boat has been 
fitted out (lEire. Occasionally a canoe will put out cod fi;;hing, ~nd do very well. 
The lines are very large, of domes tie make, with huge pieces of iron to sink 
them; the hook~ are enormously large, and also of domestic manufacture. 

" 0Y1Sters are here in variety, and more abundant than in any other harbour 
on the coast. Those taken up the river are of inferior quality; bu~ those from 
the harbour, excel in flavour even those taken from the mouth of James' River 
in the Che;;apeake, whi~,h are so highly esteemed in the United States. Lob· 
sters are so plentiful in the season, that they can be purchased at the door from 
two pence to eight renee per dozen." 

The fisheries at Cocagne appear to be in a very primitive state, 
but little better than when the Micmacs were the sole residents 
on this coast. 

Sltediac Harbour to Baie Vel'te. 

Of Shediac Harbour it is unnecessary to 'speak, the recent 
Railway Surveys having rendered it well known. 

Messrs. J ames and William Milne, the very intelligent and able 
pilots who reside there, stated that there was no coel fishing south 
of Cocagne; that they had never found any cod south of a line 
from Buctouche to the west Cape of Prince Edward Island, and 
from thence to the eastward of Cape Tormentine. Within these 
limits the bottom is a soft blue mud, which is not favourable to cod. 

The spring herrings are abundant on this cuast, as elsewhere; 
they do not enter the harbours, and have not done so within th~ 
last twenty years. No fall herrings are taken, but the Messrs. 
Milne are quite sure they are outside Shediac Harbonr. They 
have s.een the herring gulls fishing for them; and last autumn 
they pl.eked up one of the fall herrings, dropped by a gull which 
they frightened. 

In July and Allgll.st last, mackerel were seen in the harbour, as 
far up as Scadouc bridge, but nobody was prepared to take them, 
.and some few only were caught in herring nets. 

A ~oushagan and Tedish are boat harbours, to the eastward of 
Sheiliac, between the ent~ance to that harbour and Cape Bald . 

. A t A boushagan there IS from four to five feet water on the bar, 
WIth good sand beache~ near the entrance. Tcdish bar is dry at 
low. watpr; but there IS a fine sand beach, on which boats are 
eaSIly drawn up. 
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The harbours of Big and Little Shemogue are between Cape 
Bald and Cape Tormentine. Big '3hemogue is a good harbour for 
boats, and vessels of all sizes, up to 130 tons. There is ten feet 
water 'on the bar at ordinary tides, with a channel about fifty 
fathoms wide. The harbour inside is capable of containing one 
hundred vessels, with anchorage in 2j fathoms, well sheltered. 
This would be a very convenient harbour for building small vessels; 
there are good situations for ship-yards, where the channel funs 
close to the shore. There is capital timber for :"bip building in 
this vicinity, the woods .never having yet been cuned; ano it is 
singular, that the advantages of this snug little harbour have been 
hitherto overlooked. Little Shemoglle is about three milE'S to the 
eastward of its larger namesake, with nine fE'et of water on the 
bar, and ten to twelve inside.:¥'< 

Off the harbours, from Shediac to Cape Tormentine, mackerel 
are always in abundance every season; the inhabitants manage 
to take as many as answcr their immediate purposes, but they 
make no effort to prosecute this valuable fishery. 

1 n Baie Verte, sonth of Capl' Tormentine, the cod fishing again 
bpgins; and ling and haddol:k are also taken, but not in any 
quantity. Spring hprrings, and gaspereaux, are very abundant; 
the latter have been taken in large qnantities during the month of 
,I nne, in the Gaspereaux River, at the head of this bay, not fur 
from the Nova Scotia Boundary. 

With reference to the fishery for spring herring, Dr. Gllimarin, 
who has resided on this coast, states, that he has frequently been 
present during the fishing season, and noticed the great want of 
boats, of sufficient size, to take the fish from the nets, even when 
there' was only a moderate breeze. In these cases the fishermen 
could not venture to launch their small skiffs or canoes, and the 
abundance of fish had often to remain, until they were quite spoiled, 
and unfit for use. J n moderate weather, they would bring on shore 
such abundance of fish, that not having sufficient salt. or vats, or 
casks to put them in, they would pile them in stacks on the beach, 
and tlH'se not sold fresh, would be used to manure the land. Dr. 
Guimariu, says, the quantity of herrings thus lost and destroyed 
every season, between Richibucto and Cape Bald, would amollnt 
to a small fortune, if they were properly cllred and packed in 
barrels. He adds, that if the fishermen on thi~ line of coast were 
provided with suitable nets and boats-with barrels, which might 
be profitably made during the wintpr, when they are quite idle
and with sufficient supply of salt, the herring fishery might be 
conducted here upon a large scale, and with much profit. 

SEA FISH, FISHING, AND FISI-IING TACKLE. 

Besides the fishes mentioned, flounders are abundant every 
where along the northern shores of NeVI' BrunsVllick, from the 
smallest" dab" up to the large "platessa plana," sometimes two 
feet in length. A specimen of the plaice was seen at Miscou ; 

• For a description of the Harbours from Shediac to Cape Tormentine, the writer is 
indebted to Phillip Chapman, Esquire, of Shemogue, and Messrs. Milne, of Shediac. 
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and they are supposed to exist more or less abundantly in the Bay 
of Chaleur. Very little is known of the flat fish of the Gulf, 
the trawl-net not 'being in use. This net is greatly used in the 
fisheries of the British Channel, where it is called the ground-net, 
draa-net trawl, or trammel, for it is known by all these names. '" , . 
It is a triangular net, with a mouth from twenty to thIrty feet 
widt', and one foot high; this is so suspended frolll, and drawn after 
the fishing smack, as to scrape along the ground, and capture 
whateveJ' swims within a few inches of the bottom, for the mesh 
is so small that few fish escape. All fish that are marketable are 
taken out of the net; the small fry are thrown again into the sea. 
By the convention betweell England and France, relative to the 
channt'l fisheries, it is stipulated that no travl"l-net shall be used of 
·which the meshes are leois than an inch and thrt'e quartt'rs from 
knot to knot. When Lord Aylmer visited the Bay of Chaleur in 
1832, in the" Kingfisher," that vt'ssel was provided with a trawl
net; among the fish taken by it in the Bay, tilt' plaice is mt'ntioned. 
It is said that neither turbot, brill, or solt', exist in the Gulf of 
Saint Lawrence; but there can be no certainty of this, until the 
trawl-net has been more t'xtensiyely used. • 

Ont' species of eel only was noticed on the Gulf coast; tht'se 
are exceedingly abundant, and frequently of large size. An t't'l 
split, salted, and smoked, was exhibited at Pokemollche; without 
the head, it was thirty inches in length, and fifteen inches in breadth, 
as split, nearly the size of an ordinary smoked salmon, and quite 
as thiclc It was taken in Pokt'mollChe Gullv with a basse spear. 

The pollack, (merlangus carbonarius of Cuvier,) wbi~h i", 
common in the Bayof Fundy, has not bet'n st'en on the Gulf,shore 
of the Province; 11()l1e of the fishermen tht're had eyer caught one. 
The skate. which is abundant in the Bay of Fundy, (mia batis 
of Linnmlls,) is nc.t so common in the (;ulf; a siJ;gle specimen 
only, of small size, was seen at Miscou. 

1'he only spt'cimen of the shark family found in the Gulf is the 
common dog-fish, (spinax acantllias of Cuvit'r,) which at times 
is troublesome to the fishermen. This is a viviparous fish, one 
which product'S its young alive. A female dOIJ"-fish opened at 
Point Miscon on the 25th of Augnst, contained a l1~lmbt'r of vounO" 
vt'ry nearly fu"]] formed; it is therefore probable, that the youn ~ 
fish are prod,~ce? at the en~ of A UgllSt, or early in September. '" 

Three VarietIes of herrmg were obseryed on this coast-the 
spring herring, which appear immediately on the departure of the 
ice in the spring-the fall Iwrring, which 'appear about the 20th 
A~gnst-an? the small fat herring mentioned by Mr. Wilson of 
MISCOU, ,,:luch are also found along the shores of Gaspe. The 
former belIef that a great .arm'y of herrings issued annually from 
the north, and made the CIrCUIt of the seas durinO" the season is 
now comp:ete~y at an end. It is stated in Cuvier'sOgrt'at work'on 
fishes, (Hzstoz1"e !Vaturelle de~ POissons, vol. 20, page 47,) that the 
m~rkets of Pans are ~upphed with ht'rrings from Calais and 
Dleppe, and that there IS not the least difficulty in distinauishin cr 

the locality fro?1 w?ich the herrings are brought, when once"'known~ 
Mr. Yarrell, III IllS work on British fishes, (2d edition, vol. 2, 



Witldn the Gulf of Saint Lawrence. 61 

page 185,) says "there can be no doubt that the llf'rring inhabits 
the deep water all around the coast, and only approaches the shores 
for the purpose of depositing its spawn within the immediate influ
ence of the principal agents in virification-increased temp!:'rature 
and oxygen; and as soon as that !:'ssential operation is effected, 
the shoals that haunt our coast disappear; but individuals are to 
be found, and many are caught throughout the year." 

N !:'ither shad or gaspereanx, (now ascertained to belong to the 
same family,) are common in the Bay.of Chaleur. It is supposed 
that the water is too clear and cold for them, and the bottom 
generally, too rocky; these fish are known to delight in a soft 
muddy bottom, and turbid water. 

Among the shell fish not previously noticed, scallops may be 
mentioned; these were found of large size along the coast, b!:'tween 
Tracadyand Shippagan. Many sponges beautifully branched like 
coral. were also found in the same locality. 

Among the products of the fisheries, oil from cods livers must 
not be omitted. This important item in the corl fishery is valua
ble; the quantity produced from each quintal orcod, is supposed 
to pay for the labour of splitting, and the salt used in curing. Of 
late, it has been refined and relldered.beantifully clear, and in this 
state is used for medicinal purposes; it is pr!:'scribed for consump
tive patients, upon many of whom its effects are said to have been 
highly beneficial. 

A t each fishing dation visited, specim!:'ns of the fishing tackle 
in use were procured, and it was observed, that the hooks varied 
very much in size, shape, and quality. Some of the hooks for 
cod, were of the rud!:'st mak!:', so short and ill-shaped, that, but 
for the voracity of the fish, they would be of little use. The b!:'st 
hooks were obtained at Messrs. Alexandre's station at Shippagan; 
those for ling have a very long shank, and are exc!:'edingly well 
tempered and finished. The knives at this establishm!:'nt are also 
excellent; they are manufactured by John Algor, Sh!:'f.Iield. and 
are superior to any others seen on the coast. 'f~le mack!:'rel hooks 
generally, w!:'re much inferior to those made and used by the 
Americans; the "jigs" which w!:'re attempted to be used by the 
r!:'sident fishermen, were rude and clumsy affairs, as compar!:'cl 
with the n!:'at brilliant" jigs" made in Boston. The blue II12ckerel 
line did not appear to be in general use_; whit!:' lill!:'s w!:'re most 
common, and those, it is thought by the Americans, frighten the 
fish. The snoods to which the mackerel hooks are attach!:'d, 
should be black, a fathom at least in length, and of l!:'ss size than 
the line. The snood is attached to the end of the blue line, wher~ 
the lead is also placed; and a small round piece of wood, about 
nine inches in length, is there requir!:'d, to prevent the snood from 
becoming entangled with the lead. 

The fishery with the lnng-line, or " bultow," is not practis!:'d any 
where on the coast visited, exc!:'pt between Bathurst and Dalhousie, 
by the settlers from Arran. 

The rudeness of the fishing-tackle used by the fishermen of 
Cocagne, is cl!:'scribed in Dr. Theal's letter from that place. The 
hoob, nets, and tackle in use throughout the district south of the 
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Miramichi, wpre found genprally to be clum~y and. inefficipnt ; 
but for 6e abundance of fish, and the ease "nth WhICh tl~ey: ~re 
taken, there would be but few caught by such unfit and prImItive 
contrivances. 

On the coast of Norway, cod are caught. in nets, and it is stated 
by Mr. Laing, in his journal. of a residence in that coun.try, that 
these npts are becoming more III use every season. For thIS fishery, 
every boat is provided with six or eight nets, each twenty fathoms 
in length, and thirty meshes deep. .The mesh of the cod net is 
six inches from knot to knot, and IS made of three-ply hemp 
thread. The back ropes and ground ropes, of each net, are fas
tened to the net, and the whole are set like Scotch herring nets, 
only with longer buoy-ropes, 'fhe cod nets are set at night in 
60 to 80 fathoms water, and are taken lip in the morning. The 
introduction of nets in the cod fish pry, is said to have improved, 
very considerably, the condition of the inhabitants of the coast of 
N o;way, as by Ineans of nets, the quantity of fish caught has been 
nearly ·doubled. , . . 

It is not at an unlikely, that cod nets mIght be used WIth advan
tacre on the Gulf coast of the Province, especially in the early part 
otpach season, when the cod come close to the shores in pursuit 
of herring, capelin, and gaspereaux. 

THE RIVER FISHERIES. 

As the fisheries in the Miramichi River are of much importance, 
and involve nearly all the questions connected with the River 
Fisheries in this part of New Brunswick, they will be first described' 
The rivers to the northward will then be taken up in their order 
to the Restigouche; after which the rivers to the southward of 
the Miramichi, the fisheries of whkh are of much less importance, 
will be described. 

TIle River Miramichi. 

The principal fisheries in this river are those for gaspereaux, 
basse, and salmon, all which have diminished greatly f)f late years 
owing to the improper manner in which they have been conducted: 

There are, besid,:s, we at ,quantities of ~els, which are chiefly 
taken through the Ice 11\ WInter by spearIng; trout, which are 
most abundant, and may be taken at all seasons; smelt, which 
ascend this river and its tributaries, in almost miraculous quan
tities, very early every year. 

The gaspereaux enter. the Miramichi during the first week in 
May, and ascend to theIr spawning places, which are about the 
head of the tide, both on the north west and south west branches 
of this river,. They spawn very soon after they get up to their 
ground, an? tlleY go out to sea again in July. 

In the North West Miramichi, these fish ascend no higher than 
the deep pool a~ Red ~ank, at ~hich place it has been customary 
to take them WIth a seme. ThIS pool at times has been swept so 
thoroughly that not a fish has been left and the gaspereaux fishinO' 
as such, may be said to have ended o~ the North West. 0' 
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A very small meshed seine was used for the gaspereaux, which 
destroyed great quantities of small fish, especially the young 
salmon, trout, and basse. The gaspereaux fishery on the 
::.vIiramichi was almost a total failure the past lK'ason. 

The gaspereaux taken in the river are generally thin and dry. 
while those caught outside are very fat, as already mentioned. 
John T. Williston, Esq., of Miramichi, who has much experience 
in the fisheries, stated his opinion that they are not the same fish 1 
he says the outside fish, which are called summer gaspereaux, 
never enter the rivers. Besides their being fatter, they are 
smaller and more yellow in colour than the spling fish. It is quite 
possible that Mr. Williston is correct, and that the spring and 
summer gaspereaux differ, as do the shad which enter the River 
Saint John in the spring from those which are caught late in the 
season in, the Bay of Fundy. It may be remarked that Cuvier 
in his great work on the Natll1'al History of Fishes, (Hlst(Jire 
Naturelle des Pois8ons, vol. 20, p. 416,) classes the gaspereauJG 
or alewife of North A merica as of the genus alose or shad, and 
designate it l'alose tyran, after Dr. DeKay, of New York. Con
sidered as a smaller species of shad, the habits of the gaspereaux 
may be much more readily understood, and the relative value of 
the rivrr and sea varieties better appreciated. by comparison with 
those of the spring and fall shad. 

Formerly great quantities of basse, some of very Jarge size, were 
taken in the Miramichi, but this fishrry has also nearly ceasrd. 
These fish in the winter gather in large shoals, and lie in a dull 
and half torpid state under the ice; they are the11 taken in the 
following manner :-A bag net is put upon a bow, or hoop of wood, 
six feet in diameter, and this hoop is attached to a pole. twenty 
feet in length. A large hole is cut through the ice, at so-me place. 
which the basse are known to frequent, and the net is pn t down. 
The person who uses it, places the end of the pole across his chest, 
and walks about six times around the hole, swerping the net about. 
] t is then drawn up, and the fish removed; the operation is repeated 
until all the basse are taken at that spot. This is done at night 
-the darker the night the better. The fish are very stupid, and 
easily takrI1, as they will not stir. The mesh of these basse nets 
was formerly four inches, but the size has been diminished as the 
fish decreased in numbers, and now the very smallest are taken. 
Last winter, grrat quantities of small basse were thus caught in 
the Miramichi, by very fine nets; and it is sllpposedthat they are 
now nearly exterminated. 

The salmon fishery of the Miramichi has long been known for 
its extent and value. The first British settler was Mr. William 
Davidson, from Scotland, who established himself on the banks of 
thl' Miramichi, in 1764, and for many yt'ars after, he caught and 
cured from 1400 to 1800 tierces of salmon annually. The fishery 
is now so cut up and divided, that it is impossible to say what 
quantity of salmon are caught, so many being consumrd fresh, or 
put up by the persons who take them, for family lise; but at a 
rough estimate, the whole quantity does not probably exceed on .... 
thousand barrels. 
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The Act 39 Geo. 3, cap. 5, for regulating the fisheries in the 
County of Northumberland, prescribes the length of ne~ to be used 
in the Miramichi, from the Bay to the head of the tIde on ea-ch 
branch of the River, and provides that no salmon shall be taken 
ill any manner,. between the 30.th day of A~gust and the 1st day 
of April f0110wmg. The Justwes 111 SessIon, are by the Act 
empowered to appoint Overseers of the Fisheries to carry out its 
provisions. 

There is a wide diffeTence of 'Opinion as to the best mode of 
reaulating and protecting the salmon fishery of the Miramichi and 
its

O 

tt'ibutaries, between those who catch salmon in the tide-way, 
~"nd those who take them in the fresh water abov-e. The views 
and opini(lns of the several part.ies will be given as nearly as they 
could be ascertained, it being understood, that all agree as to the 
decrease of the fishery, and the urgent necessity for the adoption 
of means to preserve and protect it. 

Donald M' Kay, Esqnire, J. P., of the North West Miramichi, 
stated, that the white settlers fish the rivers in all parts unlawfully, 
by netting, seining, dragging, spearing, and every other way pos
sible, up to the very heads of the streams; and that this unlawful 
fishing is continued until the close of the season, when the ice 
makes. The Overseers do not perform their duty, because they 
are not paid for It, and cannot afford to do it gratuitously, neither 
do they prosecute for breaches of the laws, as they are bound to do, 
because they have often to pay the costs out of their own pockets 
when they dg. From Beaubair's* Point to the head of the tide 
on the North West, a distance of 14 miles, nets of forty fathoms 
in len.gth are allowed. Mr. M'Kay said, these nets overlapped each 
other in many plaoes, and in others completely closed the channel. 
He is oppospd to spearing in the upper parts of the rivers; but he 
thinks it might be permitted during the netting season, up to the 
head of the tide; but above that, all persons should be strictly 
prohibited from spearing. 

Mr. M'Kay stated as his opinion, that the outside fishinO'-that 
is, the fishing in the Bay and lower part of the Miramichi~is pro
secute-d too largely, and destroys the run of the fish. In 1848 a 
great storm damaged and destroyed the nets outside' the week 
following there was an excellent run of fish in the :North West. 
T nstead 01 one salmon they took ten in a tide; but so soon as the 
nets outside were repaired, the fishing ceased. Mr. M' Kay is 
decided.ly of opinion, that the size of the mesh of all salmon nets 
should be regul.ated by law, as the mesh has been greatly diminished 
of late ye~rs, in order to take grilse, which is very destructive; 
that. notlllng would protect tbe fisheries so effectually as the 
appomtment of proper persons as Overseers-say one in each 
Parish, who should be paid. 

John T. Williston, Esquire, J. P., of Chatham stated that the 
great destruction of salmon takes place from the'head of the tide 
upward. The fish are followed to the very heads of the streams, 
and there destroyed, among them, grilse of small size, which are 

• In the Act this is d~sjgnated Beauhebert'. Point, which is probably the correct 
orthography. 
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taken in great numbers. On the 1st of October, Mr. Williston 
stated to the writer, that during the preceding fortnight, several 
canoe loads of " black" salmon salted, had been brought down the 
river to a dealer in Chatham; and that during the preceding week, 
a constable reported to him, that one hundred canoes were then 
employed in takilig salmon in the upper waters of the Miranlichi. 
Mr. Williston stated, his decided opinion, that some respectable 
person should be appointed to oversee the fisheries of the Miramichi, 
whose duty it should be to t'nforce the la'vI', and who should be paid. 

With reference to the taking of black salmon, or salmon wholly 
out of season, the writer can state, that on the 27th of September 
last, he ascertained that salmon fishing was carried on, in defiance 
of the law, at Bartibog River, a tributary which enters the Mira
michi, a few miles above Miramichi Bay. They were taken both 
by nets and spears; and the parties who used thp,se different modes 
quarrelled nightly, and endeavoured to drive each other off the 
fishing ground. The fish were very thin and black, many of them 
so spent as scarcely to be fit fur human food. Large salmon in 
this state were sold at l5d. each, In coming up the Miramichi 
River in his canoe, during the night of the 29th of September, the 
writer, just before midnight, passed over two long salmon nets 
which were regularly set, although the weather was then very cold, 
and the night frosty. These nets were set from a high bank or 
cliff, about a mile below the saw mills of Messieurs Gilmour, 
Rankin and Co., in places where they were not likely to be seen 
from the shore. 

Mr. George Parker, of Chatham, stated that during the last 
three years large qnantities of salmon, out of season, have been 
brought down the river to Chatham for, sale; that the salmon 
fishiJ;~g during this period has fallen off very greatly, and will fail 
altogether if not protected. The J ndians and settlers, he said, take 
them out of season up to the very heads of the streams, and in 
every stream; and encouragement is given to this wholesale 
slaughter of the fish by small traders, who purchase them becanse 
they get them at a low price. They are pack~d with prime fish, 
and sent abroad, and the character of the fish is thus destroyed in 
distant markets. 

The illegal salmon fishery of Portage Island, mentioned in the 
former part of this Report, appears to have existed for some time. 

The Honorable Mr. Cunard stated that the catch of salmon at 
this Island, during the season of 1849, was less than usual. He 
also said that qnantities of very small grilse had been taken in 
the upper part of the Miramichi during the last season, some of 
which he had seen. Mr. Sheriff Black stated that one person 
at the head of the tide on the South West, took twenty barrels of 
small grilse during the past summer. 

Alexmider Davidson, Esquire, J. C. P., (son of the first settler 
on the Miramichi,) is well and thoroughly acquainted with the 
salmon fishery. He stated his firm opinion, that the outside fish
ing is fair fishing; that the mischief is done up the rivers; that 
no salmon should be taken after the 20th August on any pretence; 
that the taking of salmon out of season should be punished crimi-

5 
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nally; and that the overseers of the fisheries sho.uId . be. paid 
officers. He mentioned, that one person on the MlramlChl had 
sold grilse to the amount of £80 during the past season, and that 
this taking of grilse would soon destroy the salmon fishery. He 
thinks the size of the mesh should be regulated by law, and that 
the mesh for basse should not be less than five inches. 

A letter was received from James Lechmere Price, Esquire, 
J. P., who resides ill the Parish of Ludlow, on the South West 
Miramichi, which is so valuable, and so accurate in its details, that 
it is here given entire :-

"Ludluw, 8th October, 1849. 
"SIR,-My attention having been directed to your memorandum of the 10th 

August last, respecting the fisheries in this part of the Province, I beg to furnish 
you with the subjoined observations, which relate to the salmon fishery on the 
River Miramichi. 

"The salmon entet" the Bay of Miramichi early in the month of June, and 
are generally found in all the considerable tributary streams before the last of that 
month. In the Bay and other tide waters, they move rapidly in 8hoals, but 
after reaching the fresh water they separate into email gronps, some'of which 
pass leisurely into each of the tributary stream~, as they present themselves at 
short intervals, while other groups occupy, for indefinite periods, favourable 
situations in the fJrinciple rivers. During the latter part of July, in the month 
of August, and in the early part of the month of September, while the water is 
warmest near the surfa!"e, they are to be found, from thE confluence of the tide 
to the upper:nost waters 01 the river and its trihutaries, occupying in quiet 
groups the deepest waters that the several streams afford, aud at all times show
ing a preference to those places where the purest and coolest water is discharged 
by springs into the principal streams. This propensity appears to arise from 
the necessity which exists in cold blooded animals, for a low temperature, not 
only in the evolution of the OVUI1l after it is cast, but also in the previous stages 
of gestation. For in the latter part of autumn, when the water gradually he
comes coldest nrar the surfa(l/l, they begin to separate in pairs, male and female, 
and in the month of NovelLbel', when the spawning takes place, they occupy 
separately, in pairs, small cavities Ilyjdently formed by themselves, in the beds 
of the streams, near the shores and sand banks, where the water is shallow, 
and at the heads of the rarids with which the ri~ers abound. At all seasons. 
heavy rain, by suddenly in.creasing the quantity and changing the condition and 
circumstances of the \yater in the rivers-thereoy affecting the !lsual hannts of 
!he salmon-h~s ihvariably the ,effect of setting them iu motion i and in truth, 
I,t appears not Improbable that ,the flood, occasioned by the melting of the snow, 
and by !he large quantity of !"ain which nsual1y falls in the spring, by forcing 
into the bay II greater proportion of fresh wate,., at a time when it is congenial 
ito .the fish. attracts them a,t .the first to enter the riv.er; and that a recurrence 
.of.near1y similar flood~, at 'intervals during the Rummer and in the fall, produces 
the same effect 'upon those that arrive on the coast at a later period. A pro
gressiye deterioration takes place in the salmon from the period of its first 
entrauce into the fresh water, until it disappears in winter. The quality of the
fish is not, however, much impaired unW the middle of Angust, and it affords 
wholesome and palatable food until the middle of September,-in which latter 
month, and in the previous month of August, it is generally prpferred for under· 
going the preservatiye process of smoking At this season also, salmon are 
.commonly fonnd in greater abundance than at auy other timC'. When taken 
Ilate in the month of October, the spawn of the female, as well as the sperm of 
the male, will esc.ape from them by rough handling; but the female is never 
fOllno free from spawu at au earlier period. The ova are then of the size of the 
largest pea, the skin of the fish is thick aDd tough, and the flesh gelatinous and 
white; rendering it altogether so unsightly and so unpalatable, that no neces
sity, which has heretofore visited the people of this country, has compelled them 
to use it, to any considerable extent, aR an article of food. 

" In the Bay, and below the confluence of the tide, salmon are taken partly 
by set-nets I which are not permitted by the laws to extend beyond a certain 
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portion of the river and estuary j and partly by seines, and drift or sweep-nets 
<IS they are t·ec.hnically termed, which, while suffered for the purposes of the 
herring and gaspereaux fisheries, cannot be restrained Irom taking salmon and 
grisle at the same time. As regards the set-nels, it is not uuusual for the 
owner to procure distinct portions of net, whi.ch (after being formed at one end 
into a particular trap or pound, and ·being fastened to the part which, suspended 
on buoys or pickets, occupies the legal breadth ·of the river,) are separately ex
tended down the stream j furnishing for ordinary or-easions, convenient addi
tional snares j while another portion, retained in its position by bnoys alone, is 
at all favourable hours extended, slightly under water, quite to th~ opposite 
shore. In fact, the indifferenc~ with which these mal-practices have been 
regarded by the legally.constituted authorities, bas emb0ldened many, during 
the recent.scarcity of food, -to·extend their nets openly from shore to shore. 

"A competent law to compel the overseers of fisheries to be sworn into 
offic(', mlgbt obviate in some little d('gree these unfair modes of fishing j but it 
would seem that no great reliance ean be placed in the efficaey of a class of men, 
who, while pursuing thdr ordinary and urgent avocations, are not likely to have 
mnch spare time to devote to the purpose of watching, day and night, the nets 
of their crafty and vigilant neighbours . 

• < The truth is, that the fiRh, becoming more wily from experience, approach 
with greater caution, as they advance np the river, every obstrnction that appears 
to threaten t11eir sarcty~and as ill this they are aided by the increasing clearness 
and decreaSIng depths 01 the streams, the fisherman i. indnced to adopt, step by 
step, different methods to e!1snare them j and finally. in the npper portion of the 
rivers, to resort for the most part to the use of the torch and. spear, which. from 
the dexterity with which practice enables them to be employed, are effedive 
every where in the clear, rapid water. This latter mode i. not however, exempt 
from the consequences of floods. When they prevail, the tnrbid state of the 
water renders it impracticable. 

" For twenty miies above the confluence of tbe Hd(', the south west branch, 
which is the principal branch of the river, partakes largely of the character of 
the estnary, in point of depth and opacity of the water, and the fishery, though 
to a much more limited extent, is conducted chi ('fly by similar methods, without 
being .usceptible however, of quite as many glaring abuses j the necessity for 
frequent intercourse by water communication, added to the limited width of the 
stream, and the increased rapidity of the current, rendering some of the ordinary 
expedients abortive. The spear is however used with great snccess in the rapids 
on this part of the river. 

" From this district to tlle upper waters of the river, comprising a distance of 
eighty mites of fishing ground, the shallowness and clearlless of the water, the 
great velocity of the current, the inequalities in the bed of the stream, and the 
change that takes place in the habits of the fish, all render the nse of set· nets 
inexpedient,and owing to the same causes, nets for sweeping and drifting are of 
little service, not r('paying the expense incurred in preparing them. To illustrate 
these positions, it is truly affirmed that a set· net, belonging to this part of the 
river, has been left in the stream, suspended on pickets in the nou'll way, during 
a fortnight of the best periods of fishing, without yielding even one fi8h. This 
ineident may perhaps be in part accounted for, by the fact, that during some 
seasons, in consequence of the scanty snpply of water in the river, which gives 
greater facHities to illegal mod.es of fishing, very few salmon, except grilse, make 
their way to this portion of the stream, until after the antumnal rains. It is to be 
remarked that tbe grilse are for the most part milters. The spawners of that age, 
as it would seem, do not often enter the fresh water. while on the contrary. the 
young milters appear to accompany the spawners of advanced age in great number~. 

" In the year 184.1), an Act of the Legislatnre was passed, prohibiting 
altogether the spearing of salmon, except by the Indian tribes. This act was so 
manifestly nnjust towards the inhabitants of the upper part·' of the Miramichi 
River, where fishing with nets i3 almost impracticable, that no attempt has been 
made to enforce its provisions in that respect. Spearing might, however. with 
great propriety, be strictly probibited in the month of October j for in tbe early 
part of that month salmon are sometimes speared in considerable numbers, par
ticularly in that part of the Miramichi RiYer which flows through the County of 
York,-notwithstanding their quality is deeply impaired, and althongh the near 
approach of the season of spawning and of impregnatiou forbids their destruction. 
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., Above Boiesto\"l'u, fly~fishing is ~ract~seil to a ?ousidera·ble extent, 1)r 
occasional "isitors; but tIllS method, t.rom Its uncertainty, and from the large' 
})ortion of time always cousumed by It, cannD't be profitably pursued by the' 
inhabitants generally. . ' • .. 

« There are two powts on the south WI'S, branch of the rrver, notonous for' 
the facilities which they afford· for illegal fisbiug, and for the recklessness with 
which ,the immediate inhabi,tants avail themselves of the advantages of their 
position: oni' at A~tle's, near the conflue.n~e of.the tide, and the other at Ar~o'~; 
a short distance abo,'e the mouth of Calll s RI.er. At both these places It IS 
the common practice to Lxtend nets across the entire river, at every favourable 
opportunity; and in the latter place, to adopt besidl's, every other known method 
of unfair fishing, some of whio.h are indeed peculiar to the partiee. Tu these' 
unfair practic'es, so prevalent in the tiile waters, and in their vicinity, aided by 
the superior natuml advantages which the ri"er there affords, is doubtless to be' 
attributl'd the Jact that the annual catch of salmon is less by more than nine
tenths, in the upper eighty miles of fishing ground, than it is in the corrpsponding 
distance below. 

". The erection of dams across the smaller streams, by diminishing the accus. 
tomed scope of the fish, would doubtless have th", effect of gradually lessening. 
their numbers; but the fisheries on the Miramichi cannot be snpposed to have 
~ustained much inJury by that means, as the dams heretofore erected, are incon
siderable, when compared with the va,t number of streams ,,·hieh remain unob
structed in that way. It is evident, however, that a provision by law to compel· 
the construr-tion of fish· ways wherever dams are erected hereafter, is not unde
sirable. At the same time it mllst be confesseu, that mills for the manufacture 
of lumber, have io one respect, promoted an equal distribution of the benefits
resulting from the fisheries, as the transportation of lumber by water to the 
harbour, has contributed not a little towards preventing the use of nets exteuding 
across the' channel. 

H· \Vhen the g'Teat increase of occasional fishers upon all the rivers, is taken 
into account, it does not appear that the annual catch of fish has diminished 
much during the la.~t twenty years; certainly it is not gecreased to the extent 
which many persons suppose. In fact, the quantity taken ou the Ri\'er Mira .. 
michi and its tributaries, was greater in J848, than the quantity taken in any 
one of the preceding twenty years, while the present year has afforded an 
unusual supply to the fishermen in the bay, nnd in all the tide waters . 

• < It has been suggested that a law, confining the salmon fishery to three days'-' 
of the week, during the fishing feason, would, if rigidly enrorced conduce to a 
mo~e equal distribriti(}u of the benefits to be derived from it, besides contribut
ing greatly towards preventing the too rapid destruction of the species. Such. 
a 111easnre would doubtless be acc.eptable to many of the inhabitants of the· 
rivers, but to the professional fisherman it would be inconvenient, if not Ilighly 
injurious •. 

I 8:111) Sir, your obedient servant, 

H. M. Perley, Esq., Gov. Kmigration Office, St. John, N. 13." 
JAMES L. PRICE. 

~'he follol'Vi~g letter from Alexander Dayidson, Esquire, of Oak 
~omt, (~en mIles bplow Chatham,) also contains very valuable' 
InformatIOn and suggestions; it is likewise given in full :_ 

'"' Oak Point, .t1iramichi, 10th October, 1849. 
" f< r d 'tT- I . . "m,- n.a(lcor a~ce WI u t Ie request ron tamed III your circular, I give you' 

below, such IIlr(}rmatlOn as I am possessed of, relative to the bay and river 
salmon fishery at thi;; place .. 

.. The bay fishery has been gradually falling offfor a number of years and 
}atterly, has becOl"?e ruinous to many of those engageu in it, The river 'fish-
I no- has fallen off III nearly th d b I " "! • e same egree, ut t le expense of rIver fishlllg 
be~ng less than ~n t~le. bay, ~he consequence,s of the failu're have not been 80' 

sel erely felt. Still, It lS felt, III common with the oUler both individnally and' 
as a SOnTce of trade, " 

hi" The great .cause of tIle fail~re of the fishery throughout this river, J attri
. lte to t.he taklllg of fish at an Improper period of the year' and from the best 
InformatIon that I cau collect. this is practised in all the, ri;ers that the salmOn> 
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'frequent, but more particularly on the south west branch of this river, and t() 
pre\'ent which, appeal'S to be the greatest difficulty to overcome in restoring 
. the fishery. 

" 1'he law at present prescribes the time at which .almoll sllOuld be taken, 
and imposes a fine for any lhh caught art~r that time,-and a fine on persons 
'pnrchasing such fish;-still, th{'y are openly sold and ,purchased, salted and 
·exported, a<; spring-caught salmon, though very inferior tll such. Tho.se caugbt 
late in the season are hardlJ'fit for humrm f{lod_ 

" The ned thing that I would draw your attention to, lS tbe fishery along 
-thtl outside of Portage and Fox Island,;, at the entrance of this harbour. YOUI' 

personal obser·vatiou would shew you the positioll of these Islands-; and at the 
'fishing seaS{ln (although contrary to law) the whole of the outside ·of tll€rn is 
-stuuded with nets to the entrance of the harb{lur, le:1Ying little IIHH"e than the 
~hip channel dear. If this ab,!lse is allowed tD continne, (even should other 

-mattersconnecfed with the up-rh'er abuses he r.orrected, and the fish ·partially 
'Teturn to the river), tile bay fishing will not be worth following-, as imme
<'liately on the nets being set at these Islands, the bay anJ river fi~hery ceased 
10 remnnerate those ellg~ge-d in it, and fell off, in.proportion to the increase of 
,the fishery_outside; for the obvious reason, that the fish were prevent{'a from 
entering the harbonr_ These unlawful fisheries outside, have amply remnne
-rated the few ID{)nopolists engaged in them, at the e-xpelH'e -of every person who 
inve"ted property for the lawful prosecution of the fishery inside. 

" To answer the great question-how to remedy these things-is more diffi~ 
'\Jult than to poiut them {lnt. There are local o\'erseers {If fisheries appointed 
·by the Sessi{llls in each 1':lTislt.; these are nseful to confine the net, to the 
length prescribed -by law, ana to regulate other matters among th .. legal fisher~ 
-men_; but among the illegal, they are inactive; and up the branches of the 
Tiver, lire said 10 partkipate ill the catch {If fuh out of season. The outside 
-fishermen threaten vengeance if they are meddled with, and <'ontinue tbcir iIltl
·gal couroe, even on Sun<lays . 

• , The laws regulatiug thcfisherie, iu this County appear t{l ha.e 'been framed 
with much care, and ar .. well adapted to the bay and river; therefore, it is only 
'in consequence of the hreach "f those laws that the salmon fish.ery bas be.eu 
·destroyed. 

" I hflVeg'iven tlle suhject a good dea'! of consideration, anu t1le only way I 
think or, to remedy the evil, would be, to have two active persons appointed by 
the G(n-emment, ill additi{)n to the overseers appointed by the Sessions, one 
for the upper part of the river, and the other fM the lower part, including the 
,.bay, and outside, as far as the law Tpgulating the fi~hel"ies exten(/8, whose duly 
-it sl.iould be to inform themselves of all infringements of lhe law, and to prosecute 
<the offenders. Th{'y mig-ht be paid eithE'1' hy the Province, or by a tdX on the 
-salmon exported. 

,. I would suppose that £5(} each would be r.mple remnn{'ration. I may add, 
that all active man might attend both districtf', as the trespasfOers-in the npper 
-(]istrid do .Rot commence their operations till the bay -and outside .fishing ai'S 

»over. 1 am, Sir, respectfally, 
Your very 0 beaient Bervarrt, 

'II. H. Perley, Esquire, &0. &c_ Saint John_" 

From the foregoing information as to the fisheries of the Mira
TIlichi, the following conclusions may be drawn_:--

I st. That although an Act of A ssem bl y was passed in 1835 to 
Tegulate the shad fishery ef Northumberland, yet there_-is now no 
snch fishery in the Mirami{)hi, nothing beIng heard of shad. 

2d. That the gaspereallx fishery, fermerly very productive, has 
,almost ceased, and is now without value or importance. 

3d. That the bassefishery is nearly, if not quite, destroyed. 
4th. That the salmon fishery has greatly decreased, and is in a 

iair way of being destroyed also. 
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To presen'e wflat yet remaIns of these fisheries, and' to rest'ore
them if possible, the appointment of paid overseers. or inspect'Ovs 
would seem to be absolutely necessary. The regulatIOn by law, ~f 
the size of the mesh of the various nets in use, appears also indis-
pensable, to pre\'ent the destruction of small fish and fry. 

The questions WitIl reference to the regulation of the salmon 
fishery are of much importance, and similar qnestions have been 
the subject of much discussion in Ireland. They appea:, ~owever, 
to have been settled by the fourth Report of the CommIsslOners of 
the Fishel'ies in Ireland, which was presented to Parliament in 1845, 
an extract from which, in relation to, the salmon fisherie8~ is here 
given ;-

" \Vith the sanction of Government we- ex.tenJeJ our inquiry to the whole of 
I reland, free of all expense to the parties- interested, instead 01 limiting it t& 
those cases in whieh we received applications; Cas the tenm of the original A'ilt 
might be construed to reqnire,) because we early found, that lOuch a course Wa& 

essential lor arriving at the whole truth, in order that we might b1: enabled t{) 
frame 811Ch regulations, a. shoul<1 appear most conducive to the public-interest. 

" 'Ve are persuaded that the adjustment of the question, il) ol'der. to be useful 
and perfect, must be founded on uniform principles, be appli("able to· the whole
country, and be sllppoTted by begislative enactment, rathel' than, by bye l<tWs. 

" From a consi<leration of the weight of evidenc-e gi\·en he lore Parliamentaf'Y 
Committees lor many years :. from the Report eJ.f ComrnissiolU'rs of J nquiry into
the Irish Salmon Fisheries in 1836: and finally from the evidence collected and' 
the Report furnished by Messrs. l\Iulvany and Barry, we are led to indulge a
hope, that the time is not far distant, when one nniform clos!) season for salmoll r 

will be applicable by law, both to Great Britain and Ireland" there being no 
rea~on to doubt, but that the habits of the fish are substantially the salDe in 
both countrie~. ... 

"To the proposition' of a uniform close season fOor sea and tide-ways·, W~ 
apprehend no well founded oi;}jection can be advanced. 

u But a slight departure from uniformity in the upper or fresh water portions 
01 rivers, however apparently caleulated to g.ive rise to jealousies, will, we con
ceive, be found, upon investigation, judi~ions, and,. in fa<>t, tQ be the IDO>lt 
expedient compromise (for such only it mu"t be considered) that can be adopted" 

" We are strongly impresse<1 with the importance, not only to the public, but 
also to the parties locally interested, or possessed of extensi\'e rights, of hayinCJ' 
the rivers fully stocked with. a supply of carly breeding fish, and of the consequpnt 
necessity of ceasing from all kinds of fishing for salmon, at an early period. ia
the autumn. 

" Further, we believe, th~t to open anl part of the rnontIl of Jantnlry woul<1:, 
on the whole, be' attended WIth more eVIl than good :. and that the few persons 
who have heretofore d:rived advantage therefrom, either under the proviRions' of 
the o!d laws, ,0r by actmg ,contrary to law, will participate largely in the benefits 
certam to arIse from an Improved system, effectually carried out, and will be 
amply re.war?ed for any temporary loss they may sustain in being prevented 
from fishll'lg III that month. We therefore proposll-

" 1st. That in the ,upper or fresh·~ater portions of'ri"ers tTlrougTlOut Ireland'. 
there shall be a unJfoJ~ dose S<'ason, as regards eve1'y mode of fishing' for 
salmon, from the 15th t:leptember to the last day of February incluiiive. 

"2nd. That in the sea and tide· ways there shun he a close season from tlie 
1st September to the 31st of Janllary inclusi\'e. 

"~rd. Th~t all net-fishing for salmon and trout shall cease in the upper 
portJ(~ns o.f rl~ers ou the 31st August, and that angling only for fish shall be 
perml tted unhl tbe 15th September. 

" Some ~oubt has been expressed whether angling IDi",ht not be permitted to 
.. later peTlod than the 15th September, but. after du; consideration we are 
opposed to allY snch extension, which would be exceeding, by so much of the 
open period fixed for tbe greater part of Scotland, by the Act 9 Oeo. 3~d. 
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''If in conjunction with a due observance. of the limitation above proposed, 
suitable migration passes 'be left, even in what are considered the latest rivers 
in J reland, and if due protection be afforded during the close season, we confi
dently predict, that in the course of a very few year~, the partie$ really mos't 
interested will find, in the improvement of the fisheries, that their advanbge 
has been consulted, in the refusal to accede to the full extent of their demands. 

" We wish further to report, and to impress UP0l! the attention of all parties, 
that the rivers are the natural nurseries, not merely for the fisheries within their 
banks and at their mouths, but also for the p!tblic fisheries on the coast,- and 
that the times to be allowed fur the fishcrie'S therein, must be regulated by a 
consideration of what is best, ou the who!.., for tIle public iuterests." 

These opinions, forlllPd after untiring research, and with n.uch 
care, are worthy of great consideration in New Brunswick. 

It is stated, that in Simtland, no grilse-that is, a ~almon of 
l"t'ss than 5Ib weight-is allowed to be exposed for sale, and that 
the taking of such is prohibited under heavy penalties_ If all the 
calves in New Brunswick were killed at an early age, it is not 
likely that, afterwards, there would be many cattle; and if all the 
grilse are taken, it is quite cprtain that salmon will soon cease to 
exist.. The capture of grilse under a certrrin weight, either by 
net or spear, should be strictly prohibited. 

As to spearing generally, the writer is of opinion that it tends, 
more than almost any other mode of fishing, to the destruction of 
salmon, as it i~ most frequently practised while the fish are actually 
upon, or v~ry near the spawning beds, in the upper or shallow 
parts of the streams, where they ought, on no aceount, to be dis· 
turbed. The Act of 1845 mentioned by Mr. Price, (8 Vic. cap. 
71,) should be extended ~o prevent spearing, by all persons whom
soever, at any time, or in any place; and the provisions of the same 
Act, with reference to the taking of grilse, require to be rendered 
more precise, in order to prevent the utter destruction of the 
salmon fishery of the Miramichi. 

Of the necessity of lE'gal enactments for the preservation or the 
river fisheries, there can be little doubt. Those fish which make 
the sea their only element, can scarcely be reduced in numbers, or 
extinguished, by any human effort. But it is widely different with 
the fish which live in fresh watE'l, or which visit the rivers occa.
sionally; these are confined within narrow limits, and placed 
within reach of the avaricious and destructive contrivances of men, 
who capture them without even the toils, or the dangers, of the 
open sea. Hence the necessity of prohibitory statutes, and above 
all, an enforcement of their provisions ~'n an efficient manner. 

The TabltsirUac River. 
This is a large river, up which the tide flows about fifteen miles. 

Formerly many basse and gaspereaux were taken in it, but owing 
to the same destructive modes of fishing as in the Miramichi, those 
fisheries are nearly at an end, very few of either fish being now 
caught. 

Salmon also frequented this river formerly, in considerable 
numbers, and the upper part of it seems particularly well adap~ed 
for this fish; but it was I:!tated by Roderick M'Leod, Esqmre, 
who resides near the mouth of the river, that the salmon fishery of 
the Tabusintac is not tlOW of much account. 
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On the banks of this fine river, there is much land of the best 
quality, especially from the sea to the bridge on th? gr~at road 
to Bathurst; yet the settlements only extend about SIX mIles up, 
alonO" the tide-way. Owing to the upper portion of the river 
bein~ in an unsettied and wilderness state, peculiar facilities have 
existed for the wholesale destruction of the salmon, ~nd these have 
not been neglected. The writer ascended the Tabl1sintac from the 
sea, in 184 1, during the month of September, at which season the 
salmon fishery ought by law to have ceased. Yet at the head of 
the tide, just where the fresh and brackish water mingled, two nets 
were found stretched from bank to bank, the one a little above the 
other. The smaller fish which escaped the first net, were entangled 
in the second; not a single salmun could pass up. It is not, there
fore, surprising, that at present, the salmon fishery of the Tabus
intac should be of little account. 

The Tracarl;1J and Pokemouche River!? 

There are still some gaspereaux and basse in these rivers, 
although they diminish annually. It was stated by Mr. Jam~s 
Young, of Tracady, that he caught 222 barrels of gaspereaux Il1 

these rivers last spring. The whole quantity taken on the Tracady 
River by the French settlers, could not be ascertained; at Puke
mouche, the catch of the season was estimated at 600 barrels, half 
of which were salted for sale. The gaspereaux enter these rivers 
about the first of J nne. 

Mr. Yo ling stated, that the salmon fishery on the Tracady 
]{iver was now of no value; he has tried it without success· On 
the Pokemouche River, a few salmon are yet caught, but not of 
sllch large size as formerly. In 1841, the writpr was with a 
spearing party on the Pokemouche, when sevpral fine salmon Iyere 
taken; the largest weighed 22 ponnds- it was not taken with an 
Indian spea:', but with a Scotch leister. W'ith some attention to 
the enforcement of the law, ti1e salmon fishery of the Pokemouche 
might yet be rendered valuable. Spparing should be wholly pro
hibited ; in this case, the writer speaks of the evil effects from his 
own knowlpdge. 

In the Tabusintac River, the two T racady Rivers, and the 
Pokemouche River, large trout are most abund~nt. Tlwy ascend 
these rivers, from the Gulf, in the month of J nne, and th~y are to 
be found about the head of the tide in each, throughout the season, 
from I pound to 5 pounds in weight. They are sometimps taken 
in nets, in large quantities, and salted down in barrels. During 
the past season, "tide-trout" were taken in the Pokemouche 
Gully by the settlers, .wi~h the rod and line; tIll' fishing was ollly 
at young flood, on each tide, as at Bonaventure, in Gaspe. 

TIle Nepisigltit River. 

This river is eighty miles in length, and takes its rise from a 
small lake, only three miles distant from the Nictau Lake, at the 
head of the Tobique. It discharges into Bathurst Harbour; and 
every season, great numbers of salmon ascend the principal stream, 
as far as the grand falls, which are about twenty miles above the 
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head of the tide. The salmon cannot get above these falls; they 
are high, and the waters are forced, with great violence, down and 
through a deep narrow gorge, offering no facilities for the ascent. 

From the head of the tide, about two ·miles above the town of 
Bathurst, there is a constant succession of " rough waters," cas
cades, rapids, and falls, with occasional pools, n p to the grand 
fans; and in this space, the Nepisignit has, at many points, much 
picturesque beauty. 

Owing to the peculiar character of this river, it is well adapted 
to the sport of fly-fishing, and within a few years, it has become 
the resort of fly-fishers from all parts, anxious to enjoy the noble 
sport of taken salmon with rod and line. The favourite stations 
are, at the Pabinean fans, seven miles from Bathurst,-and, below 
the grand falls, fifteen miles farther up; between these two 
points, however, there are several places where the sport may be 
followed with success. 

It was found, in aseending the G episiguit, on the 3rd and 4th 
September last, that the river had been fished illegally, from the 
head of the tide to the grand falls, in every possible way, and 
that netting and spearing w('re then going on, although the fish 
were becoming" black" and thin. 

In the great pool, there were, on the first of September, several 
hundred salmon, and many spawning beds were observed, ill readi
ness for receiving spal'l"I1. The fish in the pDol could not ascend 
the falls, and, owing the low state of the water, they could not 
descend the river; they were like shrep in a fold. Many of them 
had been wounded by the spear, and were swimming about b a 
crippled condition; some with part of their tails cut off, and others 
with portions of their entrails protruding from wounds in the side, 

I t was said, that a party consisting of persons settleli on the 
upper part of the North West Miramichi, w!lich is but a few miles 
distant, had been engaged in taking salmon at thiE' pool. Two 
persons were foulld there, one named "Yalsh; the name of the 
other was not ascertained, but he was said to be employed by 
"Valsh. A net was found drying on the shore; and twenty salmon, 
newly cau~ht, wue discovered in a place of concealment, at a 
little distance. 

The rules and orders of til!' Sessions of Gloucester, for regulating 
the salmon fishery in that County, (a copy of which is annexed,) 
have been framed with mncll care, and knowledge of the subject, 
and they would probably be sufficient, if properly enforeed; but, as 
at Miramichi and elsewhere, there is the same waut of paid oflicers 
to enforce the law. 

As the destruction of the salmon, at the grand falls of the 
Nepisiguit, fell within the writer's own observation, he felt it his 
duty to address a note to William End, Esquire, the Clerk of the 
Peace, stating what had been seen, and calling his attention to the 
subject. \t\That took place thereupon, is stated in the followiug 
letter from Mr. End:-

" CleTlc's Office, BatlW1'St, Sept. 20. J 849. 
" Sm,-On receipt of your note, from the fallg, I though t it my duty to Jay 

"the very important information it contained, before a Special Session of the 
Magistrates. 
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" The authoritie~ here, have always beeu alive to tbe necessity of preserving 
the salmon fisheries in the Nepisiguit; but from want of funds, and perhaps from 
defects in the law, their rules and regulations are either openly viol~ted, or 
secretly evaded. . 

" The lawle~s cbaracter of the poachers, and the unprincipled conduct of the 
inferior store keepers, who readily fnrnish the supplies and become purchasers 
of the fish, are obstacles not easily surmounted, in a country without a police. 

"l'he Sessions entered, at once, into the spirit of your suggestions, and an 
overseer of the fisheries, aided by a small posse, was immediately dispatched. 
They proceeded to the places mentioned in your note, aud although it was 
evident that vast quantities hac: been carried off. they succeeded in capturing 
(I understand) 144 salmon ill Walsh's camp, besides small lots in other places. 
So much for the result of your one visit to the falls; hut I hope that tho~e 
suggestions, which your personal observation wil! enable you to make to the 
Government, will be the means of introduoing a system, hy which this wholesale 
destruction of spawning fish, (at a season when they are of little or no value,) 
may ill future be severely punished or prevented. anel this item in the very limit· 
cd iIlI'entory of Ollr dome"tic sources of wealth and industry, luay be saved 
from that destruction by which it now appears to be threatened. 

J have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your obe.lient servant. • 

\Vn,T,IAlII END, 

M. H. Perley, Esquire, &c. &c. &c." 
Clerk of the Peace, County Gloucester. 

This vigorous proceeding of the Sessions of Gloucester, shows 
clearly what may be done, when efficient measures are adopted for 
preventing illegal fishing. 

The trout fishing on the X episiguit is exceedingly good, the 
trout being of large sizp, and most abundant; but this fishing is 
generally overlooked, in the anxiety for the more noble sport of 
taking salmon with rod and line. 

There is no land granted 011 theN episiguit River, farthpr up 
than the Pabinpau Stream, six miles from Bathurst, and the salmon 
fishery is, therefore, Crown property. It has been suggested, that 
this fishery might be leaspd to some responsible person, who should 
be allowed to fish the river. during the proppf season only, and 
bound to protect it at other times, which would thpl1, in all proba
bility, be done pffectively. In this way, the fishing could be pre
served from the destruction which now threatens it, and rendered 
valuable and useful to the public. At prespnt, salmon of all sizes 
are destroyed, whenever it is possible to do so, by the Indians, the 
French, and the English settlprs; all appear combi11Pd to extermi. 
nate them if !hey can, merely from a dp·structive .propensity-for 
the fish are either lost .for want of salt,. or else, so imperfectly cured, 
as to sell for a mere tnfle. Mr. Herbert, (bettpr know~1 as Frank 
Forrester.) in his rpcpnt work on " Fish and Fishing in the United 
States and the British Provincps of North America" at paae 140 , '" , 
says,-" the wanton and stupid destruction of all kinds of game, 
whether ~ea~herpd, finned, ~r .f~l\"red,. rpally appears to be a distinct 
charactenstlc of all the white ll1habltants of A merica, wheresoever 
thpy are to be found; and it cannot be doubted that ere 10nO" they 
will most bitterly rpgret the consequences of' their rapacity and 
wasteful folly." 

The lpasin.g of the fisheries, in all the riYers in the northern part 
of ~he ProvlI1ce, where they yet appprtain to the Crown, is a 
subject worthy of consideration, in every point of view. 
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TIle Rivers between Bathurst and Dalhousie. 

Between the Nepisiguit and the Restigouche, a Dumber of small 
streams empty into the Bay of Chaleur, several of which are 
resorted to by salmon, and marly all, by large trout from the sea. 
The principal of these is the Jacquet River, said to take its rise in 
a small lake, and to be forty five miles in length. The upper 
part flows impetuously through a mOllntainohs district; the lower 
portion glides swiftly over a gravelly bed-its waters are clear and 
brilliant. This river formerly abounded with salmon; there are 
but few caQght in it at present; and as thefe are no dams on the 
stream, or any obstructTon to the f['ee passage of the fish, they I1ave 
probably been destroyed, as in the other rivers mentioned. Large 
white sea trout, fresh run, were taken in the mix.ed water, at the 
entrance into the Jacquet River, on the 10th of September last. 
As the lands upon its banks are all ungranted, the fisheries of this 
river still belong to the Crown . 

. At the entrance of the Benjamin River, a dam is built across, to 
raise a supply of water for a saw mill; and there is attached to the 
dam, a sluice-way built.of planks, sixty feet in length, which has 
an inclination of forty five degrees. A number of small salmon 
had collected, last summer, in the pool at the foot of this sluice
way, at a time when, owing to the drought, no water ran over it. 
With the first rise of the stream from rain, the water passed over 
the sluice-way, but less than a foot in depth. The Honorable Mr. 
Montgomery stated, that he saw many of' these small salmon pass 
(rom the pool,. up the sluice-way, making three leaps only, when 
they reached the pond above the dam; he counted a hundred salmon 
in one day, which made their way up in this manner, the largest 
was not supposed to weigh more than eight pounds. 

The Restigouche. 

This is one of the noblest rivers in this part of A merica. At 
its entrance into the Bay of Chaleur, it is three miles wide, and 
from thence to Athol Honse, above Campbelton, a distance of 
twenty miles, it maintains a great breadth, and may be considered 
for the whole distance, one magnificent haven, fitted for ships of 
the largest class. 

The Restigouche is abonl1 220 miles in length, and it has fonr 
large tributaries, each more than 60 miles long; with its numerous 
afiluents, it is supposed to drain more than 6000 square miles of 
territory. At present, this rrver is the dividing line between New 
Brunswick and Canada, and the fisheries in its waters are, therefore, 
under the control of each Colony, t9 the centre of the channel. 

When the French possessed this country, there was a town called 
Petit Rochelle, which contained more than two hundred honsps, on 
the north bank of the Restigouche, at the head of the tide. This 
town was destroyed by a British fleet, under Captain Byron, in 
July 1'(60, a large fleet of French men of war and store ships being, 
at the same time, burnt and snnk in front of the town. Some 
years elapsed before British settlers established themselves Oil the 
banks of this river; and it is probable, that for a long period after, 
1,'\0 river in North America, (exceJ;>t perhaps the Columbia) yielded 
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so large a supply of salmon as the Restigouche, But its character, 
in this respect, is fast passing away; the numbers have. fearfully 
diminished of late years; amI, if the present state of thmgs con
tinnes, vrry likely a brief p~riod only will elapse, ere th~ salmon 
:fishery of the Restigouche Will be numbered among the thwgs that 
have been. . 

Robert Ferguson, Esquire, of Athol Honse, who has dwelt on 
the banks of the Restigouche more than fifty years, stated to the 
writer, that in the early part of this century, he himself, for many 
years, catlght and exported 1400 barrels of salmon annually. He 
thongl:t, that the wlwle catch on this river, the past year, would 
not exceed 500 barrels; but the season was an unfavourable one; 
the unusual drought, and the white porpoises in the bay, were both 
.adverse to a .good fishery. Mr. Ferguson attributes the great 
decrease of salmon to the destruction of fish on the spawning beds, 
in the upper parts of the river, far beyond the settlements; where 
they are speared, and netted, and poached, in every mode that can 
be devised, 

Mr. John Duncan, a very intelligent and respectable farmer near 
Campbeltoll, stated, that he has followed salmon fishing on the 
Restigouche for forty years; the fishing has greatly fallen off 
within the last ten years. Twenty years since, according tu Mr. 
Duncan, 3000 barrels of salmon were shiplwd annually from' the 
Restigoucile; in his opinion, not more than 300 barrels were taken 
the past season. The largest sal m ,111 taken, within Mr. Duncan's 
own kno-,vledge, weighed sixty pounds; in former years, he has 
known eleven salmon, 011 the average, to make a barrel of 200lb ; 
more recently, they averaged fifteen to the barrel; in 1848, the fish 
averaged seventeen to ~he barrel; but the past season, they were 
quite small, and very dl1Ierent from those of fanner years. 

I n the Restigonche, salmon are taken one hundred miles above 
tide-water; they are also taken fiftf'en miles up the Quota-wam
kedgwick, one of its upper tributaries. :Salmon ascend the l\1ata
pediac River, very nearly to the lake, about 60 miles; the fish in 
this tributary, are known by being larger and much blacker on the 
back. The salmon on the Restigonche al'f~ Jlext in size to those 

-()f the Mutapediac; the fish which ascend the U psalquiJch are the 
smallest... . 

Mr. ~Llilcan stated, that drifting for salmon was practisell on 
t~le Restlgouche, all alung the river, for eighty miles above the 
title-way; a net, str€'tched between two canoes, is draO'O'ed dow)l 
stream, and this is called" drifting." Nets are set at I~~ht quite 

1 
. , ;:>, 

across tIe l'lver, where the channel is narrow; at the same time, 
pa.rt!es are ell?aged with torch and spear, in taking salmon, or 
dnving them mto th.e nets .. It was mentioned by Mr. Duncan, 
that two men went eIghty Dllles up the Restigouche, on the 1st of 
Sept('n.lber !ast, and ia a few. days, brought down seventy salmon, 
taken 111 thIS way; two IndIans, who went up at the same time, 
also brought down twenty salmon, taken with the speal', 
. At the close of the season, just before the ice makes in tIle Res
tJgonch~, large qlJantities of supplies, for the lumberers, are sent 
very far up the river, in large tow-boats or scows, each drawn by 
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a number of horses:' The upper part of the river is much impeded: 
by broad, sandy shallows, and sand bars; where the water is not 
sufficiE'ntly deep for heavily laden scows, they are dragged across 
thE'se shallows and bars, by the strf'ngth of three, and sometimes 
nine borsl's, aided by mE'n. It unfortnnatPly happens, tllat these 
places are the favourite spawning grounds of the salmon, and great 
quantities of the spawn, already deposited llnd covl'red, are thus 
trampled np, dE'stroYE'd, or washed away. Mr. FE'rgnson and Mr. 
Duncan, were both of opinion, that some damage had bE'en clone to 
the salmon fishery, by the, "scowing," late in the fall, when the 
river happened to be in a low stage; on snch occasions the spawn
ing bE'ds are sure to snffer. Mr. Duncan however, thinks that the 
greatest injury to the salmon fishery, arisE'S from the salmon being 
speared on these spawning beds, up to the very latest moment in 
lhe &eason before the river closes, -when the' fish are quite worth
less; and that the grE'at means of improving the fisllE'ry, would be, 
to preserve the nppE'r part of the rivE'r. 

Mr. Robert H. Montgomery, of Campbelton, who is well ac
qtlainted with the upper part of the Restigouche, dE'scribed, VE'ry 
graphically, the various modes resorted to, both by Indians and white 
men, to entrap and destroy the salmon on the river, without refer
ence to time 01' place, the gTE'at objE'ct appearing to be, to take the 
fish, no matter whether they were worth any thing, or not-the 
spirit of destructiveness seems to have infected eVf1ry body: The 
largest salmon which Mr. R. H. Montgomery has seen taken, 
weighed 47 lbE!. 

Dugald Stewart, Esquire, of DalHousiE', stated, that no g8spe~ 
reanx or shad were takE'n in the Restigouche. He took 26 barrels 
of salmon last season, at a fii3hing station owned by himself, at the 
entrance of the Restigouclw, near the" Bon Ami Rocks." Many 
ling, and large quantities of lobsters, were also taken in his salmo;l 
11ets, which happened to be deeper than necessary. 

The Honorable John Montgomery stated, that salmon are des
troyed on the Restigouche, by nets of great length, which are set, 
as well from the New Brunswick as the Canadian side of the river, 
and overlap each other, by which the channE'l is closed, and the 
passage of the fish obstructed. Thl'se nets are kept constantly set 
during the season, 011 Sundays as wl'll as other days. Drift nets, 
extending entirely across the river, ar'e likewise used; spearing 
on the spawning beds, and drifting over these beds, are also prac
tised. Mr. Montgomery said that spE'm:ing goes on at all times, 
when possible, without regard to season. 

Mr. Mann, of TracadE'gash, described the salmon fishing of 
former days, in the Rt'stigonche, as something quite wonderful. At 
one period, there was a pf).icl overseer on the Canadian siele, when 
the nets were better rrgulated, and the fishery condllCtE'd in a much 
more proper manner than at present; but, a like paid overseer not 
being appointed on the New Brunswick side, it was fonnd impos
sible to regulate the fishery from one side only, and the Canadian 
overseer was discontinued, since which the fishery has sllfferE'd 
greatly. The largest fish taken in the Restigouche 'by Mr. Mann, 
weigh~d ;)4 lbs. He thinks the mesh of salmon nets, in this river, 
should not be less than 6~ inches. 
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Mr. Mann mentioned, as a fact ~ithin his own knowledge, that 
the first salmon whkh enter the flvers every season, are almost 
invariably females, and fish of large size. In a hundred fish of the 
first run, uot a single male will be found; the males ascend the 
river latpr than the females. 

Mr. Joseph Marr, of Tracadegash, said that before the salmon 
entered the rivers, they went roving along the shores of the Bay 
of Chaleur, and many were taken on the coast. The fishermen 
professed to distinguish which rivers were frequented by the salmon 
calwht on the coast, from their shape, size and colour; as a gene
ral ;ule, the fish which entered the Cascapediac, in Gaspe, were 
larger than any other. During the past season, many salmon 
were taken in nets at Tracadegash beach, by Xelsol1 Verge, Esq., 
which weighed forty pounds each; one taken by Mr. Marr weighed 
forty seven pounds. .A n official copy of the orders of the M llnicipal 
Council of the second division of the County of Bonaventure, rela
tive to the salmon fishery of the Restigouche, was furnished by 
Mr. Marr, and is annexed to this Report. 

The Act of Assembly in New Brunswick, (8 Victoria, cap. 65,) 
for rpgulating the salmon fisheries in the County of Restigouche, 
contains some very stringent and salutary provisions, but then, 
thpy are not enforced. In practice, the Act seems almost a dead 
letter, as regard.'l the Restigouche River. As stated with respect 
to the Miramichi,paid overseers seem absolutely necessary to 
enforce the law; and an arrangement could very readily be made 
with the Municipal Council, on the Canadian side of the river, for 
the like officers on that side. Such officers, by a faithful perfor
mance of their duties, might so regulate thE' fisheries, and restrain 
illegal fishing, as to prevent the entire destruction of the valuable 
and important salmon fishery of the Restigouche, now in a fair 
way of being annihilated. 

THE RIVERS SOUTH OF THE MIRAMICHI. 

The whole line of coast, from Point Escuminac to Baie Verte 
is low and sandy, with long narrow islets, or rather sand bars, il; 
front, thrown up by eastE>rly gales. Between these bars and the 
shore, tlH're is almost a continued ser~es of well sheltered lagoons, 
perfectly secure, and admirably adapted for boat naviaation at aU 
times. Through these. sand bars the rivers force th~ir way, by 
narrow passages called "gullies," from the French term goztlet; 
these freqnently fill up, a.nd shift their position, from violent gales 
and heavy seas. Sometll~es, th~ lagoons are closed entirely by 
severe storms, and so remalll, until the accumulated waters within 
sweep out the old gully, or force a new one. In speaking of the 
Gulf Coast of New Brunswick generally, this will be desianated 
the Southern District. 0 

All the rivers, in this Southern District are broad and shallow 
d. the ti?e flows.a ~onsiderable distan~e up each river, in pro: 
rtlOn to. ItS magnItude. In the largest rivers, the tide flows the 
~atest dIstance from the sea. 
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The KoucMbouguac Rz"vers. 

These are the first rivers, of any magnitude, to the southward 
of Escuminac, and both d-isc-harge into the Kouchibougllac lagoon. 
The Kouchibouguasis is about six miles south of the other, and is 
the broadest rivel'; the t!de flows up it about twelve miles from 
the lagoon; up the Kouchibougnac the tide flows about six miles. 
At the head of the tide, on each river, there are dams, with saw 
mills, above which the fish cannot ascend. There was, formerly, 
good gaspl:'l'eaux and salmon fisbing in the Konchibouguac; but 
the fish being prevented from ascending to their spawning ground, 
collected every year below the dam, until they were exterminated. 
Very nearly the same may be said of the Kouchibongnasis, in 
which a few gaspereallx are yet taken early in the season. The 
salmon fishery outside the Kouchibougnac lagoon, on the beaches, 
has been already mentioned; the salmon there are caught roving 
along the coast, seeking some other rivers which they may ascend. 

The Rz'cMbltcto. 

This is a large river, up which the tide flows about twenty five 
miles from the Gulf; it has five large tributaries, three of which 
enter on the north side, and two on the south side of the main 
river. There are dams and saw mills at the head of the tide on 
the Richibucto, and also in a like position on its tributaries. 

Mr. Powell, of Richibucto, stated that he was connected with 
the firm of Pagan & Powell at that place, in 1798; they continued 
in business until 1807. They exported during that time, ~OOO 
barrels of gaspereaux annually; one season they exported 3500 
barrels. When the firm closed their business in 1807, the fish 
had become very scarce, but the river not being so extensively 
fished for some years, the quantity began to increase. The river 
was again" fished out"· some years after; but owing to the fishery 
not having been so closely followed for the last few years, MI'. 
Powell thinks the gaspereaux are at present on the increase, as 
their reproductive powers are very great, if any opportunity what
ever is afforded them. 

The basse w~re formerly most abundant in the Richibucto, it 
being exceedingly well adapted for these fish. They were taken 
former.Jy through the ice in the winter season, of large size, in 
immense quantities, in the manner already described in speaking 
of the basse fishing of the Miramichi. The fish, when thus taken, 
were sent off by sled loads, to Fredericton and Saint John, and 
they w~re sold all through the intervening country. When a 
favourable opportunity for this fishing occurred, they were taken 
in snch quantities, that as Mi". Powell described it, they were 
"corded up" on the ice, like fire-wood; if a thaw occurred before 
a sufficient number of sleds arrived to take them away, they were 
wholly lost. In this way, great quantities were destroyed, and 
there are no large basse in the Richibucto at present; they are 
now seldom seen over twelve inches in length. 

Mr. Powell stated that very few salmon are now caught in the 
Richibucto, although they were formerly very plenty. On one 
occasion, many years ago, Mr. Powell himself caught seven hun-
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dred salmon, in twenty four hours; he attributes the great falling 
off in this fishery, to the erection of dams on all the strea';ls, which 
pre\'ent the ascent of the salmon to their former spawnmg place. 

In L-\ ngust, 1837, the writer descended from the upper part. of 
the Hiuhibucto wlwre navigable for a canoe, down to tl)e Gulf. 
Tht' dam at th~ head of the tide, had not then been long built; it 
effectually prevp.nted the' progress of all fish upwards, and below it, 
there were great quantities of large trout, and some salmon, con
gregated, endeavouring in vain to get up. When. salmon cannot 
attain their proper spawning placps, they drop their ova anywhere 
in the rivers, without the usual preparation, and appear perfectly 
indifferent as to what becomes of it. Such has no doubt been the 
case on the Richibncto; and it is not therefore surprising, that 
salmon have nearly disappeared in that ri ver. 

Mr. Wathen, of Richibucto, stated that the gaspereaux fishing 
begins near the end of May, and lasts but a sllOrt time. 'The 
settlers on the Richibucto, and on the A ldoine, its largest tributary, 
tal{e them for their own use only, none being now exported. He 
estimates the " .. hole catcll at present, at one thousand barrels 
annnally; bnt under proper regulations, he thinks many more 
might be taken without injury to ~he fishery. The basse fishing, 
Mr. Wathen said, was now nearly done. In 1849, while using a 
seine on the beach, . at the entrance of Richibncto Harbonr, he 
took two or three barrels of small basse, at each sweep uf the 
sein(', which were salted. When the writer was at Richibucto in 
October last, the Indians were engaged every night in spearing 
bassE', and between the seine and the spear, even the. small basse 
will shortly be exterminated. I t will soon become matter of 
history that large basse were once taken in great quantities in the 
Richibucto; and that salmon ,yere also abundant in that river in 
former times. 

The Act of tieo. 4., cap. 25, empowered the J usLices in Kent to 
make regulathns respecting the fisheriE's of the different har1:ronrs, 
rivers, and creeks, of the County; SLlt in this as in other Counties, 
the rE'gulations were not enforcE'd, and hence the decay and almost 
total destruction of the rivE'r fisheries in this County. 

Tite Bllctoltche Ri·vers. 

The Big and Little Bnctonche Rivers both fall into the I1arbour 
of that name. The tine flows up the Big Bnct-ouche about thirteen 
miles, and up the Little Bllctouche about ten miles. Both rivers 
are in character very similar to the Richibucto, and the same 
statel:lents with reference to the gaspereaux, basse, and salmen 
fishenes of that ~iver, will very nearly apply to those fisheries in 
the Buctoucl~e Rivers. The settlers catch a sufficiency of gaspe
reaux for their own llse. The large basse have been destl'Oyed; 
but th~ small basse are yet taken through the ice, and with the 
spear; It was apparent, that here also every effort was beinD" made 

) exterm~nate these fish. A few salmon yet enter these!:> rivers 
ery late III the season, when just ready for spawning, and being 
nable to ascend, are ~estroyed in every possible way, at a time 
rhen they are lank, slimy, and quite unfit for use. 
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A few shad are taken in these rivers, but they are said to be 
thin and poor. There is great abundance of smelts every spring. 
Parties of French settlers go up the brooks in log canoes, and each 
party frequently gets fifty to sixty barrels of smelts, which are used 
to manure the land. There is an abundance of large eels of fine 
quality; in the season of i848 about three hundred barrels of eels 
taken with the spear in these rivera, were salted for winter use. 

The Cocagne River. 
The tide flows about seven miles up this river; at the head of 

the tide, there is, as usual, a mill-dam, which prevents all fish 
from ascending the river. 

Some gaspereaux are yet taken here, but nothing was heard of 
basse. While the river was unobstructed, many salmon were 
taken in it; they are now scarcely seen. The dam was placed 
across this river about 1830; and for several years after, the 
salmon came up and endeavoured to get over it, but without suc
cess. While thus endeavouring to make their way up, they were 
slaughtered in great quantities, and to such an extent bat it is 
believed none were left to preserve the breed. It was stated at 
Cocagne, that while the fish were thus collected one season, a 
Frenchman, in one night, speared a sufficient number of salmon 
to fill eight barrels; two other Frenchmen, during the same night, 
each filled two canoes; while several Indians, on the same famous 
occasion, lent their best abilities to complete the work of destruc
tion ! And it was completed. 

The Shediac and Scadollc Rivers. 
Both these rivers empty into the Harbour of Shediac. The 

tide flows seven miles up the Shediac River, where a mill-dam 
prevents its further flow, and the ascent of all fish whatsoever to 
the fresh water above. Up the Scadouc River, the tide flows 
three miles, a very short distance above which, a mill-dam also 
prevents the passage of fish. 

As a matter of course, the fisheries of these rivers are nearly 
extinguished. Very few gaspereaux are now taken; the attempt 
is made only by those who have failed in taking a sufficient supply 
of spring herrillgs; Some sman basse are still caught in nets; 
but salmon are nearly, if not quite, extinct. 

While the writer was at Shediac, in November, 1846, a run of 
salmon, apparently the last of their race, entered the Shediac and 
Scadouc Rivers, and ascended nearly to the dam on each. It was 
reported, that on a Sabbath day, many persons were engaged in 
destroying these fish, (which were black, lean, and slimy,) with 
spears, scythes, pitchforks, and such other offensive weapons as 
came to hand; apparently, the destruction was complete, as little 
has since been heard of salmon in these rivers. 

Lobsters, eels, and smelts, are abundant in Shediac Harbour, 
and its oysters have long been celebrated for their excellenJe and 
fine flavour; it must be remembered, however, that those taken 
near the mouths of the rivers, are greatly inferior to those taken 
in the deep salt water. For the information of sporting fishermen, 
it may be mentioned, that there is good fishing for " white trout," 

6 
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on the Cocagne, the Shediac, and the Scadollc Rivers; and that 
smelts and small basse rise readily at the fly, and are frequently 
taken while fishing for trout. 

The Rivers from Shediac to the Nova Scotia Boundary. 

The rivers which empty into the Gulf, on this long line of coast, 
are all flat, sluggish streams, of small size, and no very great length. 
They furnish gaspereaux and tide trout, but are not large enough 
for salmon. 

Baie Verte is a broad, shallow bay, whi~h, at low water, is dry 
nearly two miles from the shore, except in the channel, which is 
then four feet deep, and rather crooked. There is only four feet 
water on the bar, at low water; the rise and fall of the tide is
seven and a half feet. There is a good gaspereaux fishery in the 
Gaspereaux River, at the head of the Bay, on the New Brunswick 
side of which, there is no other fresh water fishery of importance. 

FRESH WATER III SHES. 

In addition to the fresh water fishes already mentioned inci
dentally, thel·e is the common yellow percb, (perea jluviatilis 
of Cuvier and Valenciennes,) which is found in many of the rivers 
flowing into the Gulf. The" small American bassl"," (perea 
labrax mucronatus of Cuv~er,) better known as the" white perch'.' 
on the Saint John. in many of the tributaries of which it abounds, 
has not been found in any of these northern rivers. 

A great varietv of small fish exist in each of the rivers of the 
north, which it i; not necessary to enumerate, as they merely serve 
as food for larger fish. Fortunately, no pike or pickerel have yet 
been found in any of the rivers of New Bnlnswick, and the great 
abundance of trout, and other river fish, may in some degree be 
attril;lI1ted to the absence of th('se " fresh water sharks," who are 
most destructive to all otber fishes. 

COMMERCIAL VALUE OF THE GULF FISHERIES IN 1849. 

The following Tables, compiled by the writer from the Custom 
House Returns, exhibit the trifling value of the produce of the Sea 
and River Fisheries, exported from the Gulf Ports of New Bruns
wick in 1849. The quantity of each article, at each Port, is here 
exhibited; and it will be observed, that the whole quantity of 
pickl~d fish exported, ~'as 3,380 barrels only, and that 2,110 barrels 
we.re l~lp~rted. I t WIll be seen that mackerel were imported, at 
Ml~amIclll, from another Colony; and that at Richibucto, near 
winch fish are 80 abundant, 575 barrels of pickled nsh were 
imported from abroad, and 110 barrels only, were exported. The 
whole value of fish exported during the past year is £15,117 
sterling, against which there is the value of the. fish .imported, 
~mounting to £2,269, leaving a balance of £12,848 sterling only, 
In favour of the exports of the Gulf Fisheries of New Brunswick. 

It must not be forgotten, that the season of 1849. was one of 
unexampled abundance in the sea fisheries; and the following 
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tables therefore furnish, a. seven', but it may be hoped, a most 
useful commentary upon the state of the Provincial Fisheries within 
'the Gulf of Saint Lawrence:-

Exports of the produce of the Fisheries, from the several Ports of New Bruns
wick, within the Gulf of Saint Lawrence, during the year 1849. 

Dried Fish. 
l>mol,ed and 

Pickled Fish. p"'€served Fish Oil. Oysters. 
PORTS. ' Fish. 

---- ---------- ----- -----
9uintals. barrds. boxes. gallon •• bushels. ------- ------------- ----

1\Ji ramiehi, .. ~ . 2,306 531 455 . . 
iDalh')usie, • ~ .. 130 344 .. . , . . 
Batll1lrst, .. · . 720 42 .. .~ .. 
Caraquet, .~ .. HJ,056 .. 7,572 2,304 
Hichibucto, · . ~ . WI .. o • 240 
Shediac, .. · . ~ . .. . ,.... .. .. . . l 578 

--------- ----- ---------
Totals, •••••• 16,906 3,380 531 8,027 2.544 

lmports of the produce of the Fisheries, at the several Ports of New Brunswick, 
~ithiR the Gulf of Saint Lawrence, during the year 1849. 

Dried Pickl",d Fish. Smoked and Fish Oil. Oysters. 
Fish. 'Preserved Fish. 

PORTS. ------
quintals. barrels. boxe •. gallous. bushels. 

-----------
Herrings 

~ Miramichi, 382 1,130 .. . . 1\1 ackeorel o • 0', 0" 

35 
iDaloousie, .. .. 1,153 370 21 772 .. 
Bathurst, · . .. . . . . '.0 n . . 
Caraquet, · . '0; .. .. o. .. o • 

Ri('hibucto, · . .. 138 575 o. 260 ' .. 
Shediac, .. .. n .. . . . . .. 

Totals ••••••••• 1,673 2,110 21 1,032 .. 

Comparative Statement of the totallluantities of articieR, the produce c:;f the 
Fisheries, expor~ed and imported at the several Ports of New Brunswick, 
within the Gulf or Saint Lawrence, during the year 184'9. 

Pickled Smoked & 
Dried Fish. Fish. Preserred Fish Oil. Oysters. 

Hi4'9. Fish. 

<quintals. barrels. boxes. gallons. bushell!. 

Exports, ,16,906 3,380 531 8,027 2,544 

:Imports, 1,673 2.110 21 1,032 .. 
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R t f the estimated value, in pounds sterling, of all articles, the produC'e'of 
e nrn 0 • k . h' b 
the Fisheries, exported from the se\'eral Ports of New BrunswlC ,wIt In t e 
Gulf of Saint Lawren~e, during the yeal' 1849, distinguishing the countries to 
which the same were exported. 

BRITISH COLONIES. 
PORTS. Great North West Else- United Foreign Total 

Britain. America. I-ndies. where. State ... States. Sterling. 
------- ------
.Miramichi, .. 132 2,820 · . .. 1,822 .~ £4,774 
Dalhousie, 27 6Il .. · . · . .. 638 .. 

440 Bathurst, •• .. . . 440 .. · . · . . . 
Caraquet, · . 1,148 3,291 · . 1,190 · . 3,302 8,991 
Richibucto, · . .. 274 .. · . · . .. 27'" 
Shediac, •• · . .. . . .. .. .. . . . . 
-------- ------ ---

T .'d E"""'l 1,307 7,136 · . 1,190 1,822 3,362 £15,111 
Total value of 

fish imported 
at the same 

£2,269 Ports in }849, .. 2,269 .. r • .. .. 
Return of the quantities of tne varIous products of the Fi~herie~r exported from 

the District of Gaspe, duri"ng the year ending 5th January, 1850. 

Weight From. the From tbe Total from Total 
DESCRIPTION. or Port of New Port of the District in 

Measure. Carlisle. Gaspe. in 1849. 1848. 
------------- -----

Dry Cod, •• .. quintals, 28.23'0 52,109 80,339 89,931 
Pickled Coo, .. barrels, .. 4,920 4,920 ~,971 

Do. quintals, 24 817 841 1,074 
TongueSi& Sounds, barrds, 15 6 21 62 
Salmon, .. .. do. .. 290 290 275 
Mackerel, . -. · . do. r. 126 126 160 
Herrings, .. · . do. · . 219 219- 2n 
Halibut, . . · . do. · . 50 50 .. 
Cod Oil, Or · . gallcrns, 573 50;220 50,793 31,03!:! 
Whale Oil, •• .. do. · . 21,7ZO 21,720 6,960 
Seal Oil, . . · . do. · . 120 120 600 

The value of aU imports at the Port of Gaspe in 1849~ was 
£32,286 curreNcy; the value of exports the same year, was £51,880 
currency~ At New CarlislE', the vahle of imports from abroad, in 
1849, was £12,511 sterling; the value of exports was £31,550. 
The imports and exports to and from Quebec are not stated in the 
return from New Carlisle. The exports include birch and pine 
timber; hacmatack knees, ship timber, treenails, and pegs ;. hem
lock lathwood; spruce and pine deals, boards; and shingles. 

In order that some comparison may be iNstituted between the 
fisheries of New Brunswick, in the Gulf of Saint Lawrence, and 
those of the State I)f Massachusetts, which are so largely prosecuted 
in the same Gulf, the following official return of the quantities of 
all descriptions of' pickled fish, inspected in. that State, during too 
year 1849, is given ~-
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"Fish Inspection OjJioe. Boston, Janual'y 7. 1850. 
:" The following is a return of the quantities of all descriptions of pickled fish 

iinspected in this State, during the year '1849;- . 
Mackerel, 231,eS6 b"rrels. 
Salmon, ! ,821 ... 
-Shad, 411'6 .. 
. Herrings, 8,72 u 
.Alewiveg, 2,189 " 
~od, 97 " 
Menhaden. 7~ ., 
Sword Fi~h. 474 ... 
Tongnes and SGlmd5, 413 .. 
Blue- Fif'ih, •• 142 " 
Halibut Fin~, ,62 •• 
Salmon Trolat, 71(9 " 

T<il~al, 238.496 barrels. 
JoaN P. OBl,m, Ii:J.sp·r Cml. of Fisl~." 

'lJ."lIe salmon and salmon trout l'I'IentiGlled in the above return, 
were doubtll"sS taken ,in ,the Gulf of Saifi.t Lawrence, as there are 
nO'SllChl. fisheries in the United States. The American fishing 
vessels obtain salmon on the west coast of N ew,foundland, and in 
ihe rivers of Labrador~ which abound with them. It is known, 
that they take tile large white trout of thl" Gulf, at the Magdalen 
[slands, WRl"re many of those fish are caught e>:ery season in nets. 

Tile Inspector General "<'If Fi!lh at Bosten, has ,kindly furnished 
the following retum Qf mackerel inspected in ihe State of Mas
sachusetts, during the last six year-s-:-

.In 1844. 86,180 batlrels. 1n 1-847. 
1845, 202,302 1848. 
1846, • • ._ 174,064 ]849 J 

'GENERl\L SUMMAR\". 

232,5137 barrel~. 
300,130 .. 
231.856 u 

1. The foregoing Report is based upon persona1 inspection, and 
the statements of many persons, of undoubted credit, dwelling near 
the coasts, rivers and harbours VIsited. It shows clearly, the great 
neglect of the sea fisheries. and the rapid decay of thos(' in th'e 
'fIvers, which are threatened with total extinetion. 

2. The coo, and otl~er dee,p sea fisheries, of the Gulf coast, are 
a.lmost wholly in the hands of the Jersey lllE'Ichants, wh1) conduct 
their busine3s very admirably. but solely with a view to their own 
profit, without regard to the interests ·ef New Brunswick. They 
exppnd their earnings in Jersey, or elsewhere,; they make no 
investments in .this Pmvince-and they do not aid in its advance
ment. 

3. The people .of New Brunswick must be incited, and encour
aged, to enter into the deep sea and coast fisheries; with moderate 
capital, and some knowledge {if the business, they could, undoubt
edly, prosecute those fisheries, with profit to themselves, and much 
benefit to the country. 

4. _\11 the fishing stations on the coasts, beaches and islands 
~pertaining to N evy Brunswick, within the Gulf of Saint Lawrence, 
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whidl are yet nngranted, should be surveyed, and l~id out, {or 
" fishing rooms ;': and tllf'se. should be leased, at.a faIr rental, to> 
persons engaged In the fisheries; the lease to termlllate so soon as 
each "room" ceased to be used for fis!)erypnrposes. No fishing 
"room" should be allowed to engross the whole of any favoorit~ 
location where there was sufficient space for m>oce than (;me;. and 
"reat c~re shoul'd hereafter be taken, to avoid sllch Fmpt'oviden/; 
~rants as that, at Point Misco\l~ which bas dYectually shut up a;. 

good fishing statiOlil there-. 

5. The mack en>} fishery is most excellent in the Gulf, ne-ar th~ 
shores of this Provill~e ; but the inhabitants do: not avail th.emsel ves 
of its abundance, while citizens of the United States pursue it
largely, near these same ~hores, witl~ much profit. 'TIle annexed 
return&, obtained from Washington through an official channel. 
show the extent and value of the sea fisheries-of the United States;. 
and it must be borne in mind, that these t1shl'ries are mOle exten
sively prosecuted in British waters than elsewhere. 

t. By the Convention of 20th October 1818, between His Bri
tanni~ M~it>Sty and the United Statt"S of Arneri>Ca, it was stipulatffi. 
that the citi:z.en~ of the United States should not, thereafter, fish, 
within three marine mi.les of any oJ the coasts,. bays, creeks, or
harbol}fs, of His Majesty in America. The Crown Officers in 
England, upon a case su.bmitted to tlwm by the Legislature of 
Nova Scotia,. bavi:' giVf'R it as the~r deliberate opinion. that the 
prescribed distance o.f three· miles,. is ta be measu.recl from the head
lands. Oli extreme points of land, a»d n0t from the interlor of bays;. 
or indents in the coast. A copy o.f thl' first article of the Conven
tion of 1818, and also a C!}py of the opinion ()f the Queen's Advocate 
and Attorney General of England, are appended to this Report. 
The principle laid down in that opinion has not been denied, 0"
disputed, by the United States; yet the fishing vpssels of thaI> 
country are accllstomed to frequent-and during the past seaso~ 
did frequent-the Straits of Northumberland, the Bay of Mirami
chi, and the Bay of Chaleur; if') neither of which have they any 
right to prosecnte the fisheries. The 'citizens of the United States,. 
by" their peculiar mode of fishing for macli;erel, in places where
they have no right, greatly injure the cod fisher&, by depriving 
them of bait; and they also damage the cod, ~shery, by throwing 
overboard the bones and offal of the cod winch they take. At: 
present, the Convention is opE'nly violated; and American. citiz,ens 
practically enjoy every privilege they desire, save that 04' landing, 
on our shOlres, to dry and cnre theh,. fish. While the Convention 
exist&, its provisions sho.llld be strictly enfurced ; or else. we lo.s~ 
the advantages of our positi()n, without any equivalent. 

7'. 'The resident p .. shermen hav~ been weterred fr()nl €,Dgagina in 
the mackerel fishery. hy those interested in the cod fishery; tiley 
111~,ve been refu~d supplies of salt,. and toM they could not compete-
1V1th the Amencans, who were sald to possess S0me secret in rela,.. 
:ion to it. This adverse influence must be counteracted and tIle . . , 
~rroneous ImpresslO~ removed. Very many young men, on the 
~oast> appeared anXlQ,lJS to learn, the A.mericaIlo mode of catching; 
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l!'A6.ckerel; and it was proposed, in the Bay of Chaleur, to fit out 
'<me or more schooners, and engage Americans as sailing masters, 
to teach the .crew the '~art and mystery" ef mackerel fishing. 
'There is 1'1.0 d(}l~\it; that judiciells measures could readily be devised, 
for -establishing .this valuable fishery, Oil a large scale, and induce 
its being prosecuted by the resident fishermen, to9 whom i.t is offered 
:at their own ·doors. 

8. Tbe herringllshery is most valuaMe and 'abundant; it ean 
illardly be surpassed elsewhere. From unskilflllness in fishing, 
.~:md ignorance of the best mode of curing, this fisheq is scarcely 
.profitable, and the salted henil~gs have no commercial value. The 
"remedy would consist,-in the employment of competent persons, 
.to teach the manner' ef so arranging the nets, as to take the greatest 
.quantity ~f fish, at all times,-and of experienced curers, to give 
instructioos in the Hutch mode of curing; theadop,tion. of which 
~las S6 gTeatly increased the -demand for Scottish he.rl'ings, and 
~enJered that fishery so valuablt'. The means successfHlly adopted 
lhy the CommissioRers of British Fisheries., with respect to the 
herring ·fisheries of Scotland, may safely be fol.lowed in New 
Brunswick; and perhaps the establishment of a Fisbery Board. 
with somewhat similar powers and duties, might also be advanta
geous, as well to the GLllf Fisheries, as to those of the Bay of Fundy~ 

Mr. John Mitchell, of Leitb, who is engaged in the heering 
fishery of Scotland, in II. letter to the Irish Fishery Board, as to 
the best RH'lde of improving tht' fisheries of Ireland, says ~-" The 
tJeople eughi to be taught to fish, and particularly, to cnre; quality 
i()ught to be made paramount to quanti.ty. The curers of Scotland. 
were much benefited by some Dutch fishe-rmen, brought over, whG 
.cured herrings, under my own superintendence, some years siuee." 

With reference to the ad vantages of II. Fishery Board, Mr. Mittcne-H. 
in :Ii!. .memorial. to the Board 43f Teade, states, tl1!~,t the British. 
Fishery !Boar}! is one of the best managed establishments in Eu.rope. 
which,I.y its judidotls and well applied regulations, has raised the 
character 0f BriJtish herrings to a most extraordinary degree, 
withi n a ft'w years ~ and he couce! ves • .that the prosperity of the 
fisheries of 8cotland, depends uporl the existence {if the Fishery 
Board, and its officers.*' 

9. As a most fitting station for aft inspector and tpMiter {)f the 
berring fishery, and for tbe services of experienced curers, Cara
ql1et Island is respt'ctf.ully re'cmmmellded.· It is in the immediate 
.... icinity of the belOt heeriug fishing, and iortunately, it is still the 
;property {)f the Cr<lwn. 

Other sJ.aiions may be selected bereafter, as the helTing fishery 
is et:tefltled. It is quite probable, that there are various localities 
in the Glllf, t.o wbieb the fall herrings resort, but which are not yet 
known. It is QDiy forty years sill~e it was accidentally discovered 

• The export of herrings from Scotland, in 183], was 57,388 batrel.; by the Board'. 
'l'!xeruon., this<tuanuty wa. inereased i,:, l!!43, t? ISI,853 barrel •.. It apl;'ears b~ a Report 
,.on the fioheries of ,scatlan:l, loy Captaill Washlllgton, R.N •• fpnnted ID. Parliamentary 
Il'ap'"' of 1849,j that in 1B4S, there were cured in Scotland, 999,34$ barrels of herrings, 
/besides .364 951 cwt. of cod and ling. Captain Washington estimates the value of boats, 
JG.ets,.lln.ea,"&e"heIoD£inz 1O.the SeotUsh.tishermen, at £1,250,078 derling. 
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that herrings reso~ted periodically to the Firth of Forth, by a man 
dipping a bucket mto the water. 

10. The laws for the regulatioll of the inland :fisheries, appear, 
in general, to have been well devised; but, there has been a total 
failure in enforcing their provisions, every where. Hence, the 
decay of these once valuable and prolific fisheries, now hasten,ing 
rapidly to their termination. With some amendments and Im
provements, the present laws might answer the purpose ofpreserv~g 
and increasing these fisheries; but a general enactment, WIth 
adeqnate means for enforcing its provisions, would probably be 
found most effective. 

11. A "close time" should be established, during which salmon 
should not be taken in any way. The taking of " grilse," or small 
salmon, under a certain weight, should be restricted, and their sale 
prohibited. Spearing should be disallowed, and the regulations 
generally, for this fishing, should be as uniform l\S possible. 

12. A moderate assessment upon all salmon nets in use, should be 
levied, and applied to the payment of the overseers of the fisheries 
for their services. At present, the proprietors of the salmon fisheries 
on the spvera] rivers, enjoy them without expense. and expect the 
public to pay fcrr their protection anft preservation. The assess
ment principle has latl.'ly been established in Ireland. The Act 
II and 12 Victoria, cap. 92, provides for an assessment on certain 
engines used in the capture of fish, for tll(> purpose of raising f!mds 
for the conservancy and police of the fisheries. Some objections 
being made to this Act, a Select CommittE'P of House of Commons 
heard evidence respecting it, at the last Session of Parliament. 
The Report of this Committee, published in Septembl.'r last, recom
mends a continuance of the Act, but such a modification oC the
scale of duties imposed, as would cause the burthen of the assess
ment to fall. as much as possihle, upon those who derived tIle chief 
benefit arising from its expenditure. 

13. The salmcm fishery of the Restigouche, once s~ abundant 
and so valuable, requires special attention. The Canadian Govern
ment might be moved to take part in the preservation of this fishery; 
or the Municipal Council of the Second Division of the County of 
Bonaventure, could be urged to join in the necessary measures. 
Some of th.e ge~tlemen of this Council, who were met in Gaspe, 
were mos.t mtelhgent persons, fuUy alive to the existing evils, and 
most anxIOus that they should be prevented by vigoro.us action. 

• 14. A law to prevent the use oi 6sb as manure, is greatly needed:. 
The 'pr~ct!c~ i~ destructive to the fi~heries, in every possible way; 
and It IS IIlJllTIOUS to the land, whlCh, a1thouO"h stimulated for a: 
season, is for sev<:>ral y<:>ars after, rendered almo~t uBfit for agricul
tural pnrpnses. The effiuvia from the decomposition of the fish 
has been found unhealthy. In Dr. Storpr's Report on the Fishes 
of Massachusetts, (page 118) it is stated, that in the town or 
Barnsta ble, large quantities of' fish I1Vl.'re used as manure . the .stem:h 
from which was most offensive, so as greatly to inc'onvenience 
kravellers on th~ road; ~nd. autumnal fevers and dysentery, w.ere 
more prevalent In that dIStrIct. than elsewhere in the vicinHr. 
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The practice has been most extensively fonowed in the Bay of 
Chaleur, where the fisheries have suffered greatly in consequencE'. 
The action of the Canadian authorities is also required, to give full 
efficacy to a prohibitory law within that bay. 

15. No pickled fish whatsoever, should be allowed to be exported, 
unless the casks bore the brand of an official inspector; and the 
sale of such fish within the Province, not inspected and branded, 
should be punished by forfeiture of the fish, or a sufficient fine. 
The rigid enforcement, in all cases, of an efficient inspection law, 
can alone prevent frauds and mal-practices, and E'stablish the 
character of New Brunswick fish in distant markets. 

16. The fisheries belonging to the Crown, in thE' rivers whose 
banks are ungranted, should be leased, on condition that each lessee 
should fish only at the proper SE'ason, and protect the river at all 
other times. By this arrangement, the fisheries of the rivers 
flowing through ungrantE'd wilderness lands, which are now being 
destroyed in the most wasteful and reckless mannE'r, might be 
preserved, and rendered: profitable. In Ireland, where ri\oE'rs, 
whose salmon fishery was nearly exhausted, have beE'n preserved 
for a time, the salmon have increased most wonderfully; and the 
salmon fishery. in some casE'S, has become of exceeding value, in 
places where, previously, it had almo8t ceased to exist. 

17. The rents arising from" fishing rooms,'· and riYer fi8heriE's, 
with the addition of any Legislative Grants, might be most usefully 
and beneficially employed, ill extending and improving the fisheriE's, 
in a great variety of ways. At almost eVE'ry fishing station, there 
is a great want of those convelliE'nces necessary to a successful 
prosecution of the fisheries. Landing piers, breakwaters and 
shelter harbours,· boat slips and capstans. moorings, and small 
harbour lights or Ian thorns, are all greatly needed; and probably, 
few better modes could be devised, of assisting and encouraging 
the industrious fishermen, than by fnrnishing these conveniences 
at the public expense. Short roads, or lines of communication, 
between piers, fishing harbours, or stations, with the nearE'st high 
roads, are also requirE'd, almost E'very whE're. If advisable, pre
miums might be givE'n for good boats aud nets, for the most 
scientific and successful modes of fishing, or for the discovery of 
new fishing grounds. 

18. It is a duty incumbent upon the people of New Brnnswick, 
to encourage, prE'serve, and protect, their admirable fisheries. 
They should, with thankful hearts, use the gifts which Providence 
has bountifully bestowed, and prevent their reckless and improvi
dent waste; so that they may hereafter be able to render a good 
account <If their stewardship of that which has been beneficently 
vouchsafed to them. 

M. H. PERLEY. 
Government Emigration Office. 

Saint John, N. B. 22d January, 1850. 





REPORT 
UPON 

THE FISHERIES OF THE BAY OF FUNDY. 

Laid before the House of Assembly by Command of His ExoelJeney the J,ieulffian~ 
Governor, and ordered to be Printed 15th Mar~h, 1851. 

THERE is greater variety in the Fisheries of the Bay of Fundy 
than in those of the Gulf of Saint Lawrence; and owing to their 
peculiar character, and a variety of local circnmstances, they are 
prosecuted, in several respects, in modes which give to them 
unusual interest. 

The character of the Bay it!lelf is very peculiar. Its shores on 
both sides are rocky and abrupt, while near it:il lH'ad (dividpd into 
two separate basins) the tide, pressed in and confined within dimi
nishpd limits, rushes with much violence and " hot haste" over 
extensive and wide-spreading mud-flats, and rises perpendicularly 
sixty feet or more. 

It is asserted by geologists, that the Bay of Fundy has been 
scooped out by the powerful action of the Gulf Stream, which, 
carrying off th~· softer and more friable rocks that anciently filled 
its basin, has been checked in its ravages by the stern and unyield
ing clifftl of primary rock which now cOl1stituteits iron bound shores, 
and frown down upon its rushing watprs. 

A modern writer, describing the supposed formation of the Bay, 
says-

" A vast and Imint~rrllpted body or water, impelled by thE' traae wind from 
the coast of Africa to the AIDE'rican Continent, strikes the Nova Scotia sh~re 
between 44° and 45° north latitude, with a fOTce almost adequate to its total 
annihilation. A barrier of fifteen mile~ only in width, between the Atlantic 
Ocean and Gulf of St. Lawrence.seelD~ to have'eoeuped such a catastrophe-while 
a space of one hundred wilt's in length, and upwards of forty in breadth, has 
been swallowed up in the vortex, which rolling its trempndous tiJI's, of six ty and 
seventy feet in perpendie.ular hpi~ht, up the beds of the adjoining rivers, has 
converten thew into inland sea~." 

Such being the character of this Bay and its extraordinary tides. 
it may readily be supposed, that its varied fisheries are influenced 
by local position arising from the greater sweep or indentation of 
the coast in particular places, and the position of headlands, islands. 
and the mouths of rivers,-all tending to increase or diminish the 
rush of the tide, thus influencing ~he course of the great boJips of 
fish which frequent the Bay during each season, while affording to 
each some especial or favourite place of resort where food is found 
in abundance, or in which its spawn may be deposited in snch 
manner as will bl?st tend to the propagation of the species. 

In order, therefore, to a comprehensive view of the fisheries of 
the Bay of Fundy, it will be necessary, in the outset, to describe 
the various fisheries, in their several localities. To do this with 
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precision, and in a manner readily understood, the nor~hern, .017 
New Brunswick side of the Bay of Fundy, commencmg wIth 
Grand Manan will be first noticed; after which, the southern, or 
Nova Scotia side of the Bay, and its fisheries, will be described in 
their order, from the eastern extremity, or head of the Bay, to 
Brier Island. 

THE NEvV BRUNSWICK SHORE. 

Gmnd Manan. 

This Island is in shape an irregular oval, the extre.me le~gth 
being nearly twenty miles, and greatest breadth ab?ut eIght m!les. 
Its general trend is from southwest to northeast, lIke the nelgl1-
oouring coast of the mainland, from which it is separated by a 
passaO'e about fourteen miles in width. The western shore of the 
Island, throughout nearly its entire length, presents a succession of 
lofty mural precipices, with few and limited beaches, and deep 
water in immediate proximity-without shelter even for boats, 
except at Dark Harbour, which is more particularly noticed here
after. From the western shore, the land has a gradual slope 
to the eastern side of the Island. which has many indentations, 
although destitute of harbours that are secure against easterly or 
southerly gales. 

The principal fisheri~s of this Island, are those for cod, pollack, 
hake, and herring; and the mode of conducting these fisheries, and 
curing the fish taken, will be described from information obtained 
at the sever3110calitiei:! which were visited. 

Cameron's Cove.-This is a narrow cove at the northern ex:ke
mity of the Island, to the southward of a curiously projecting spur 
of rocks. called the "Swallow's Tail," which separates it from 
Whale Cove. At this place, Mr. J. B. Pettes, an American 
citizen, has a neat fishing establishment, and a store for retailing 
merchandise and groceries. I t is allt'ged, that he manages to 
transact a profitable business, without himself entering into the 
fishery, by purchasing green fish from the fishermen, and curing 
them on his OWI1 premises. 

On the 28th August last, the writer visited Cameron's Cove. 
At that period, the hake (Phycis Americanus) were in full season· 
On a bank about two miles from Cameron's C(lve, extending from 
the Swallow's 'fail to a' small Island called " Long Island." the 
hake were taken in abundance in 28 fathoms water, by fishinO' 
during the night, at which time this fish is on the feed, and take~ 
bait greedily. At day-break, the fishing boats return to the shore, 
when the fish are thrown out upon the beach with a pitchfork. 
Soon after sunrise, the newly caught hake were observed by t.he 
wr~ter lying on the gravel beach, sweltering under the heat. There 
were no splitting tables, as in a well conducted establishment but 
the fishermen set up pieces of board upon the open beach in la 
temp?rary manner, on which the fish were split; they could not 
be saId to be cle~ned, as no water was used in the operation. The 
beads and entraIls were separated from the bodies of the fish. 
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which, being split in a clumsy manner, with uncommonly bad 
knives, were thrown down upon the gravel; thence they were 
carried off on handbarrows, upon which they were tossed in a heap, 
three or four at a time, with pitchforks. From the barrows the 
fish were pitchforked into the scale to be weighed; from the scale 

, they were again pitchiorked upon the barrows; and being carried 
off to the pickling casks, were once more pitchforked into the 
pickle; by this time' the fish were perforated in all directions, and 
looked little beUer than a mass of blood and dirt. 'fhe fi8~1 
which were drying on the flakes were covered with scales on the 
inside, or split portion of the fish, which had a most disagreeable 
appearance. 

The fishermen here, stated, that during the previous night, a 
Yankee schooner, called the •• JO'hn Drake, of Lubec," had an
chored on the hake-ground, not more than a mile from the extn.,mity 
of the Swallow's Tail, and being provided with abundance of bait 
and a numerous crew, had soon attracted all the fish about her. 
The fishermen had gathered around the schooner in their boats, 
and desired the skipper to move off; on his refusal, they pulled 
towards the shore to bring off an additional force with fire arms, 
when the skipper lifted his ane-hor and made sail. The fishermen 
then returned to their ground, and had good fishing during the 
night. They complained that the large American schooners fre
quently came in this manner upon their ground, and broke up 
the fishing, if they were not strong e~ough to drive them away. 

Doggett's Cove.-This is an open beach, west of Cameron's Cove, 
where Mr. N athanid Doggett has a curing establishment. When 
this place was visited, the fishermen were engaged in splitting hake, 
in the rude and dirty manner already described. Mr. Doggett stated, 
that hake were never washed after being split, but were imme
diately put in pickle, in an their blood and dirt. In this pickle 
the fish remain 24 "hours; then being taken out and washed with 
it, they were put in another pickle, in which they remained eigllt 
days. "At the end of that .time, they were put on the flakes to 
dry, and if the weather was good, they would cure in three ~ays. 
The fish are not put into pile to sweat, after being dried on the 
flakes, but are at ollce removed into sibre, and then considered fit 
to be sent to the marl{ets of the United States or the West Indies. 

The pickle for hake is made of exceeding strength, a bushel of 
salt being used for each quintal of fish; every effort appears to be 
used to make the fish weigh as heavily, and render them as salt as 
possible; the fish are not washed, lest the removal of the blood and 
slime should detract from their weight. 

Mr. Doggett described the mode of curing cod at Grand Manan. 
He said, that after being split, the cod are washed in sea-water, 
and salted in hogsheads, in which they lay four or five days in 
pickle which they make themselves. They are then taken ollt, 
and drained twenty four hours in kinch, or flat piles, after which 
they are placed on the flakes. In good weather, they cure in six 
or eight days; in' genetal they are not sweated in pile, but are at 
once put in the store. 
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Pollack are cured ill the same manner as cod. ~add?Gk are 
cured the same as hake, except that they are put 1n kmch, .to 
drain for two or three days, before being put on the flakes.. In 
salting cod and pollack, half-a· bushel of salt only, to the qUintal, 
is used. 

Flagg's Cove.-In this cove, there is a. wharf or break~ater, 
which gives some shelter to small craft; but the whole hne of 
Long Island Bay, in which these coves are situate, i~ ;::rea!ly 
exposed in easterly gales, when a tremendous SE'a comes tumbhng m. 

Mr. Lorenzo Drake and Mr. John A. Hartt have each stations 
bere, at ~hich they p~ichase green fish for curing. Cod, po~lack, 
and hake, fresh from the knife, are taken at 262lbs. the qUIntal ; 
when pickle-salted, they are taken at 224lbs. for the quintal. 
When these establishments were visited, they were taking in cod 
at ten shillings per quintal, and scale fish at five shillings per 
quintal, payable rn merchandise. The pollack were said ~o be of 
smallE'r size than formerly, one hundred of them only makmg two 
quintals of dry fish. 

In the evening the writer observed, in this cove, eight boats with 
torches, "driving" small herrings for bait. An American fishing 
boat from a vessel in the offing, came to the shore, and having 
procured material for torches, commenced "driving" with the 
others. Mr. Hartt stated, that on the 4th July last, there were 
about twenty A merican fishing schooners at anchor in Long Island 
Bay. and while they were engaged in firing salutes in honor of the 
oay, H. M. Sloop" Sappho,"-suddenlyrounded the Northern Head, 
when they all weighed anchor, in great haste, and stood out to sea. 
The" Sappho " having passed along the coast to the southern end 
of the Island. these vessels returned'to their anchorage in the 
afternoon, and finished firing their salutes. 

It was stated here, that five A merican vessels fished in this bay, 
at about a mile from the land, during all the last winter. The 
fishermen of Grand Manan complained of these vessels, which 
were numerously manned, and occupied the best ground, to the 
exclusion and injury of the fishermen residing on the shores. 

Mr. Hartt said, there Was no inspection of fish whatever at 
Grand Manan, or any pretence of inspection. Every man cured 
and p~cked h~s fish as h~ pleased; a.nd he mentioned as among 
the eVlls flowmg from thIS state of thmgs, that he had purchased, 
in a previous season, several barrels of herrings, put up near the 
Southern Hea~, on examining which, he found that many of the 
fish were not glbbed, others had become r~tten before salting, al)d 
the contents of the barrels were quite worthless. 

Long Islana.-This. Island lies in ~ront of the bay of the same 
nam~. Mr. Ingersoll IS the only reSIdent settler; there .is one 
clearmg of no great extent-the rest of the Island is in wood. 

On ~h.e Island there were fortyfisllermen encamped. having among 
them t!llrteen boats. . These men were from Nova Scotia, and jt 
W:~ ~aid that they?ame ov~r every; year from Br!er Island, and its 
vIClmty, and r~malned durmg the. fishing season. The fish ~hey 
catch theyselltn a green state to the Grq.nd Manan dealers . who 
furnish them with the requisite supplies. .' J 
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It was stated here, that during the preceding week, one boat, 
with two men only, had taken ten quintals of hake for two nights 
successively. It was said that the hake fishing was gradually fall
ing off here; but that the pollack fishing was better than it had been 
for twenty years. 

Bencra!t's Pmnt.-There are three large brnsh weirs near this 
point, and a fourth in course of erection. They are intended to 
take small herrings for smoking, but the past season very few were 
taken. These. weirs so fill up ·the channel, that it is somewhat 
difficult to navigate among them. 

High Duck Island.-The fishing establishment on this small 
Island, belongs to Wilford Fisher, Esquire. There are weirs for 
taking herring in connection with this e:Jtablishment, which consists 
of a warehouse for goods, two fish stores, and two large smoke 
houses. These smoke houses, like all others which were observed 
at Grand Manan, were far too low, and insufficiently ventilated. 
The fires were made too near the fish, which thus became heated 
anll seriously injured. 

When this Island was visited, there were a number of boats at 
the landing, from which hake were being delivered; these were 
pitchforked about in the same reckless and extraordinary manner 
as at Cameron's Cove. There seemed to be the same de:Jire to 
make the fish weigh heavy, no. matter by what means the extra 
weight is gained. 

At the close of the fishing season, Mr. Fisher (who resi,les at 
Eas'tport) stated, that the catch of herring~ at. Duck Island weirs 
only a'mounted to l75 boxes j "in 1849 it amounted to 5000 boxes. 

Gull Gove.- This pretty little cove is in Whitehead Island, 
which lies to the southward of Grand Manan, at no great distance 
from it. There were a number of small fishing schooners in this 
cove, at anchor, waiting for the tide. Among them was one 
American vessel, the "Glide," which appeared to fish with the 
British vessels without observation or hinderance. 

These vessels were engaged in fishing for pollack, on the" rips" 
or "ripplings" off Grand Manan. These" rips" are formep. by 
strong currents and the conflict of tides, in which the lively pollack 
delight to play, as there they find abundance of small herrings for 
food. For this description of fishing, the vessels are kept under 
easy sail, the lines being attached t'O poles of about seven feet in 
length, which project from the sides of the vessel. A round bright 
lead is used, about seven inches in length, weighing from half a 
pound to a pound and a half; the bait is a piece cut from the 
under, I)r bright part of the pollack, which is called a " last;" this 
being kept in brisk motion by the sailing of the vessel, closely 
resembles a living fish darting through the water, and is eagerly 
chased by the pollack. The fishers often take twenty pollack 
with a single" last," it being a very tough bait. . 

On Whitehead Island, immense numbers of the herring, or 
silvery gull, (larusargentatll8,j build their nests on trees, and 
there 'rear their young. As the fishermen rob these nests of the 
eggs as often as possible, the birds .continne to ~reed all the s~ason, 



96 Report on the Fisheries of the Bay of Fundy. 

and when this Island was visited at the end of August, there were 
numbers of young birds on the nests una~le to fl~. ~'he herring 
gull is intimately connected with the herrmg fishwg, Its pre~en~e 
generally denoting the courSP. of the shoals of fish upon whIch It 
preys; it is .therefore closely observed by t~e fishermen, who dra\'\' 
from its motIOns tolerably correct conclusIOns as to the presence 
of fish, and their numbers. 

Whitehead Island was granted to the late Wm. Frankland, who 
resided upon it, until his death a.few years since. The .celebrated 
naturalist, J. J. Audubon, visited this Island in the American 
Revenue Cutter "Swiftsure," and landed at Mr. Frankland's in 
Gull Cove, on the 22d May, 1833. In his great work on the 
Birds of America, vol. 7, page 163, Audubon thus speaks of his 
visit, and of the herring gulls :-

" I was greatly surprised to see the ne.ts placed on the hushes, some near the top, others 
ahout the middle, or on the lower part of the trees, while at the same time, there were 
many on the ground. It is true I hact been informed of this by our captain; but I had 
almost believed that on arriving at the spot I should find the bird. 1I0t to be gulls. My 
doubts however were now dispelled, and I was delighted to see h()w strangely nature had 
provided them with the means of .ecuring their eggs and young from their arch-enemy, man. 
My delight was greatly increased, on being alterwards informed by Mr. Frankland; that 
the stranj:(e habit in question, had been acquired by the.e gulls within his recollection, for. 
said he-' When I first came here, many years ago, they all built there nests on the moss, 
and in open ground; but as my som and the fhhermen collected most of th~ir eggs. and 
sadly annuyed the poor things, the old ones gradually began to put their nests on the trees, 
ill the thickest parts of the woods. The youngest birds however. still have some on the 
ground, and on the whole are becoming less wild, since I have forbidden strangers to rob 
their nets, for, gentlemen, you are the only persons out of my family, that have fired a gun 
at Whitehead Island for several years; and I dare say you will not commit any greater 
havoc among them, than is necessary; and to that you are welcome.' 

" I was much pleased with the humanity of our host, and requested him to let me know 
when all the gulls, or the greater part of them, should abandon the trees and resume their 
former mode of building on the ground, which he promised to do. But I afterwards found 
this was not likely to happen, because on some other islands not rar distant, to which the 
fishermen and eggers have free access, these guU. breed altogether on the trees, even when 
their eggs and young are regularly removed every year, so that their original babits have 
been entirelv gh'en up. My opinion, that after being thus molested for some time longer. 
they may resort to the inaccessible shelves of the rocks of the.e islands, was strengthened 
by Mr. Frankland's informing me, that many pairs had already taken refuge in such places, 
where they bred in perfect security. 

"Some of the nests which I saw were placed at a height of more than forty feet on the 
trees; others seen in the thickest part of the woods were eight or ten ieet from the ground 
an~ were placed close to t~e main, stem, so as t~ be with difficulty ob.erved. It was truly 
cunous to see the broad.wmged bIrds make theIr way to and from them, in these secluded 
retreats." 

At Gull Cove the writer engaged Mr. Wm. Frankland, the son 
of the grantee of the Island, whom A udubon mentions, and who 
occupies his father's residence, to pilot the hooker among the reefs 
and crooked channels which are numerous in this vicinity. In 
sailing from Gull Cove to Gl'and Harbour, thousands of gulls were 
observed returning at nightfall, to their nests 011 lofty spruce trees 
in a thick wood on Ross' Island. It was stated by Mr. Frank~ 
land, t!mt since ~-\udubon:s visit, to whi~h he alluded, the gulls 
had glVen up entirely theIr natural habIt of building nests upon 
the. ground, and. had taken wholly to the trees, in consequence of 
the~r constant disturbance by the fishermen, and the robbing of 
thell' eggs. 

The flight of the herring gull is as strong as that of the great 
blacked-~acked. gl~ll, but more buoyant, as well as graceful. Their 
food conSIsts prI!lClpally of herrings, of which they destroy great 
numbers, follOWIng the shoals, and indicating their course. Thpy 
also .feed on other fishes of small size, as well as shrimps and crabs. 
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The shores of the Islands on which they breed, are covered with 
multitudes of sea-urchins, having short greenish spines, which 
.give them the appearance of a ball of moss. At low water, the 
berring gulls frequently devour these animals, thrusting their bill 
into the shell, and sucking its contents. 

Grand Harhrmr.-While piloting the hooker into this harbour, 
Mr. Frankland pointed out places at its entrance, where it was 
quite customary in form€l' tirr.es for a boat, with two men, to take 
seven or eight quintals 'of cod in a day. At present, there is no 
line-fishing at this place, the fish not coming in, owing to the shoals 
of small herring, on which they feed, being broken up and destroyed 
by the brush weirs. 

At this place, Cochran Craig, Esq., J. P., furnished the num
ber:s 01 boats and mell employed in the fishery between this har
bour motd the Southern Head, which will be found in the Table 
hereafter; and a letter which Mr. Craig subsequentiy addressed 
to the writer, ill answer to the Fishery Circular, will be found in, 
the Appendix. 

The' upper Rart of Grand Harbour i.s well. sheltered, but it, i$.. 
almost entirely dry at low water. It abounds with lobsters, which 
during the season, may be taken with a gaff, in almost any quan
tity. The gaff is merely a cod-hook, without the barb~ att~ched 
to a light pole, six feet in length. As many as were requir~d for, 
the hooker were quickly taken in this way, in tW,il to four feet 
water; the places resorted tQ by lobsters were easily knovwn: by 
the holes made by them in the fiats in digging for c1!J.ffiS on which 
they feed. There is great abundance of clams ill thRse fiats, and 
it was stated, that at low spring tides they c~.uld: be procured of 
very large size. 

A large brook, the largest in Grand Manan, f~l1s into the head· 
{)f this harbour; during the winter great ,!;uantities of Tomcod 
(morrhua pruinosa) are taken frpm it, hut no smelts. It was 
said that smelts are not found about this Island, and that trouts 
are very scarce and small, rarely exceding a quarter of a pound in 
weight. . 

The Southern Head.-Mr. Frankland having given the necessary 
sailing directions, left the hooker at Grand Harbour, from which she 
was beat down to the Southern Head, against a strong south-wester. 
Upon the spawning ground; within the Head, forty eight fishing 
ve.ssels were found at anchor, and in the midst of them, the Reve
nue Cutter "Phantom," under the command of Captain Dudne. 

Although the season was fa.r advanced, (29th August,) yet the 
herring-fishing had not fairly commenced, the fish not having 
struck in. Subsf'quently, some were taken, but on the whole, the 
fishery was a decided fai:lure, not more than one-third of the usual 
quantity having been taken. 

At Wilcox Cove, about two miles to the eastward of the Head, 
there is said to be a small sand~bank, upon which the herrings rush 
to deposit their spawn. They often congregate in such numbers 
as to overspread it completely, and thousands of fish are thus com
pelled to drop their spawn on the very rough, rocky bottom QU~. 

7 
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'de the bank. '1'he spawning season is from the, 15th July to 
:~e 15th Septembpr, aftpF which perio~ .it is said, very good her-
rings are often taken,. wit!la mesh of 2'4 I.nche~. ." " 

The fishermen set'theIr nets from WIlcox s Pomt" all around 
the Head, ' to Bradford's Cove, on the western side of the Island, 
a distance of nearly four miles. The ~ets are, set close ~o, the 
shore in about tell fathoms water, . e!lch net is from 2'0 to 30 fa~ 
thom~ in length, about I 60 meshes deep-mesh from 2! to'3 inches, 
on the average abollt 2* inches. . '. 

The Southern Head rises- almost perpendicularly from the water 
200 feet or more; the settler on its summit is named M' ponald, 
who thus occupies the extreme southwestern tip of New Brunswick, 
as Louis Gautier (mentioned in the Report of last year) possesses 
its northeastern extremity' at Point Miscou, on a low sand. plain, 
elevated only a few feet,' above the sea. The habitations of both 
are almost equally miserable, although M'Donald has the Rdvan:
tage of a greater quantity of land fit for cultivation, and enjoys a 
milder climate, there being a differ'ence of nearly 3j degrees of 
atitude between the two locations. . . 

Andrew Wilcox, WI10 lives to the eastward of l\1'DonaJd, at 
mnch less elevation, has a farm under some degree of cultivation; 
althQ{lgh the land. is gravelly and poor, his new potatoes, green 
peas, and oHler vegetables, were excellent. r\ndrew Wilcox: 
stated, that he had lived at this place three years, but was not a 
fishGrman ; he is on good terms with the fishermen who resort here 
annutlly, and who. are good customers for the produce of his farm. 

The other settlers in the vicinity, not exceeding in all a dozen 
families, are at. open war with the non-resid'ents who come here 
to fish;' these, he said, had borne the annoyances of the Islanders 
very. pati~ntly,. and on the whole, had behaved exceedingly wel1. 
It was. stated subsequently by another party, that Andrew Wilcox: 
allowed the fisherm~n to land from their schooners and occupy 
a grass plat in front of hishouse\ for tlle purpose of mending their 
nets, by which he had obtained the ill will of his neighbours, who 
had subjected him to some vexatious annoyances. 

A t night-fall, the fishermen set their nets by attaching them to 
t~e buoys, ropes; and 'moorings, which are put down at th'e begin
~ingof theseas?n, and are not taken up until its. close. At day~ 
light next mormng, (30th August) when the nets were lifted it 
was found that. in. all that immense number of nets, extending 
more than three mIles, one net only contained fish; but, from that 
net sixteen barrels of her-rings were taken. Most of the nets were 
set witl1their upper edge at the surface of the water, bat some 
few were set with ftve fathoms of strap from the cork line, conse
quently the lower edge, or lead line, was very near, or act'ually 
rested upon the bo~tom ; yet all were t:\qually unsuccessful. Many 
?f the nets were tlllckly covered with herring-spawn,.and·in dean
mg them, the decks of some of the vesselswere'covered anele 
deep. It wa~ said to eeno unusual~ircl1instance for the net-rope, 
(9 thread ratlme) to be found inthe mornina as thick as a man's 
arm with the spawn, while a vessel's cable ;ol1ld be increased to 
.the size of a fivegaUon keg~·.' . , ,f 
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It having been intimated that the writer was anxious to see the 
settlers at this place, Daniel M'Laughlin (Captain ofMilitia),with 
Messieurs Hatvey, Worcester, Matthews, M'Donald, and Dyer 
Wilcox, carne oft board the hooker. They 'complained of the 
number of vessels whi{;h came upon the fishing gl"onn'd, 'considering 
them as encroaching 'upon, andusn~ping.a privilege which ought 
'to bel(illlg to the settlers hi that viciflity, exclusively. . Thl'y pointed 
out among the fleet at anclior, a large schooner called the" Moun
taineer," belonging to Saint John, which they said bad twelve men, 
with fom boats and thirty six Ifets, mote than' a11 the inhabitants 
~ollld muster for eight miles. The nshery-, they said, was con
tinually falling off, an,l would eventually be ·destroyed. from the 
recklrss manner in which it was prosecuted, and the place being 
over-fished. As the law formerly stood, each vessel was restricted 
to 30 fathoms of net, and a boat to 15 fathoms ; herrings were then 
abundant, and so were cod, ,close to ·.the shore, where none are 
taken now. As the herring come alJ at once upon the spawning 
ground, 811 most in solid bO'dies, they are taken in such quantities 
that the fishermen are uflahle tocure them as fast as caught; many 
.are put np without bei\Flggihhed or washed, after putrefaction has 
commenced, while qnantities of retten .fish are thrown overboard, 
to the great detriment of the fishery, and its permanent iHjury. 

It was stated to these men, that the fishl'rmen in the schooners 
.complain{ld {)f their nets being frequyntly cut .and destreye1. and 
-often carried: 0:11 altogether. They denied most positively beillig ill 
-any manner concernrd in these outrages, which they -said were 
committed b-y fishermen who came there in vessels, without any 
<lutfit but" a fupe and a stone," but who departed with a full fare 
'offish, and a good complement of nets. As a 'remedy for this, they 
suggested the appointment of an Inspector, who should examine 
each vessel as it came upon the ground, and mark and regjster 
its nets.; thus the vessels without a-n outfit would be known, and 
'Pl'evE'nted from plundering those well ·fitted. The Inspector also 
"ShOll'Id see· that the nets were set 'at proper intervals, mid not too 
"many ofthem in a given 'space; and that he should have power to 
,prevent nets being set 'in the oay time, as nothing tends more to 
break up and destroy.herring fishing. They pointed out several 
-gangs of nets, whioh, 'at the moment, were set for the day, the 
cork lille about two fathoms below the surface; as the sun was 
very bright, and 'the' water dear, thrse nets were plainly to bl:! seen. 
Th~ nets set on Saturday night were often allowed to remain in 
tlle water unta Monday morning, whichtbey said was highly in
jurious, as it uJIldonbtedly is, to the herring fiShery. 

In !;eptemher, <the unmber of fishing vesse1sat the Routhern 
Head; amounted to one hundred or more; in 1849, the totalnuUl~ 
'ber VI'as 120.. The presence ,of the Reve.~ltle Cutter alone prevented 
a scene of ·disol'derand confusion, as well as great destruotion of 
nets and other yaluahle property. After the .nets were set for the 
n'ight, ~ll the fishing boats were ordered to return to the vessels to 
"which they"bell'mged; while the boats of the Cuttef rowed guard 
-during: the Right,. to pre~ent persons from. injuring or stealin!5 the 
l1ets.' Y'et, notWIthstanding th~se preoautlOns, and the eXE'rCISe of 
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great vigilance, nets were con~inually destroyed or stolen, espe'" 
cially during dark and windy JHg:~ts, whea the depredators could 
not be seen or heard. It was Sft-ld,. that bo~ts with old scythes. 
attached to their bottoms, had been towed sWiftly amCimg the nf'is~ 
by which great damage had been done. , . 

While the writer was at the Southern Heaa, the skipper of a 
fishing schooner applied to Captain Dudne of the Cutter, for a 
warrant to take some nets then on the ground, which had been 
stolen from him there the previous year. Captain Dudne, not 
being invested with Magisterial. authority, could DOt grant. ac 
warrant; but he sent f&1' the parly who had the 5-1(')len nets m 
possession, and ad"ised him to give them IIp, for fear oJ f;:onse"-
quences-':"bnt it was not done. . • • 

The observations on this fishery WIll be rom in the snmmIng 
up of this Report; and a letter [rom. Captain ~ 'Lau,?hlin, ~xp~es~~ 
ing the views of himself and hiS nelghbon1'\; In relation to it, 18 m 
the Appendix. 

Captain M'LaughIin baving stated, that he was thoroughly 
acquainted with the mooo of fishing for mackerel, so successfully 
practised by the Ampricans in the Gulf of Saint Lawr.ence and: 
Bay of Chaleur, he was requested to r:rnish his description of it,
which he very kindly has done,. as foHows :-

.. The vessel starts for the fishing ground mth the trail line Qut; if it catch a 
mac\!l.rel, the vessel is h!J.ve to, ~ t~ larbQard side. The baiter stands amid~ 
ship~itb the bait-bQll< IItltside the rail ;; with a tm pint naill'd to a IQng handltr 
he brgins throwing out bait, while every man, stands to his berth. If they find' 
mackerel, the fo;resail is taken iD, and the mainsaH hauled out witft a bQom .. 
tackle; then the fishing begins. YQU haltl, the line th<rougb the left h:l>nd with 
the right, and Dot hand- (}VeT- hand, as you do for eod f if you- dO r you are i'cure t() 
IQse yO'ur fish after it breaks water. When your fish is neareoming in, you 
must take it, by leaning !JoveI' the raiT, to prevent it'S ~triJting against tlK> side of 
the vessel, catching the line iJ.nick:. eloseto thtt fish, w~h,the ri8'ht hand, tmhook
ing it, with a sling, intO' the barrel-with the same mQtion, the jig goes oot in a: 
line parallel with yQnr O'wn berth. Y QU must be Ejuillk in case a mackerel takes; 
YQur Qther line, and entangles yQur comrades. YQU fish, with twO' lines, mQst 
cO'mmonly seven fatooms long-,-that is, in heavy weather. lin Ilalm weather, th~ 
jigs are lighter than when it blQWS hard; there is an eye· splilred at the end Qr 
the line, sO' that the jig may be shifted at pleasure. There'are two othtl1' lines
used, called fly.lines, with smaller hO'oks; when mackerel 81'e shy in bitiug, tbey 
will often take these. The fly-lines are Qnly three fathoms lO'ng. Very often 
the maekerel stQP biting; then the fishermen take the gaffs, and! work' with these
until the fish disappear. Th!.' gaff.~ must nQt be uted while the lines are oot, ag. 
they entangle them, and cause great trouble. NO' man must leave· the mil to
pick np fish which miss his barrel aud fall on tbe deck, until the fishing is· over. 
_ "~O'O ~ost take care to' dress your ,mackerel quic~ly, as tbey are a fisll ,that< 
IS eastly tamted. When you stO'P fishmg, the captam or mate cO'unts the fish 
and nQtes dO'wn in the fish-book what each man has cangbt. Th!.'n tbecre: 
goes to' d resshilg and splitting; tbe splitt!.'r bas 3 mitten Qn tbe left hand to' keep' 
the fish steaay tO,the kn!fe. TwO' men gib the fish with mittens on, to" prevent 
the bQnes ~cratchmg thelT bands. One man hands op fish to the splitter, while 
the rest O'f the crew dra~ water, to' fill the barrels in which the, :fish are pnt to 
~O'ak: The fish are pot lD the sQak-barrels back op; in a short time the water 
IS shlft!d, and the fish washed Qnt fQr salting. The salt!.'r sprinkles It handful 
of sal~ In the bQttom of the barr;l, then takes the fish in his right hand, rolls 
th!.'m m s!1lt, and place~ them skIn .dQwn in the barrel, until he CQmes to the top 
laY,~r, whl~h he lays skIn up, cO'verlng the tO'P well with salt. 

Herring er small mackerel are the b!.'st bait that can be used. These are 
grQund in a bait-mill, by the watch at night j if the v!.'ssel has nO' bait-mtn. the 
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1hb are chopped 01" with a hatchet, or scalded with boiling water, ·in a barrel 
'or tub. 

" When there is a fleet of mackerel vel1sels fishing, they often iee· bow each 
-other-that is, run ahead -of one another, and so draw the ns'h toward the shore. 
There they anchar, and put springs on their cables, which is dOBe by taking a 
'strap outside the hause-hole, fastening it to the cable, then hooking it to a tackle, 
and hauling 'it aft, at the sametim.e paying out the cable. This brings the vessel 

• lbroadside to the wind, or current, and the fishing gQes on. Boats may fish with 
-the same success as vessels, when meored in this manner. 

"This is the whole system of mackerel fishing, British 'Or American, and 
requires I'l.othing but acfivity ·and energy~ These observations are the result of 
ten years -ex-per.ience in British and American vessels." 

Dm'k Har'beur.-In rounding Southern Head, it was -observed 
that tfle water for nearly half a mile from the shore, was dottetl 
with buoys, casks, and floats, 'Of eve.ry description, while below the 
-surface, th.ere appeared a complete entanglement of ropes and lines, 
:so numerous were the moorings. Pollack of large size were here 
taken in pairs, as fast as they could be hauled in ~ but after passing 
the isolated rock on the western shore, called" Statue Rock," or 
,,' The Old Maid," there was no .mare fishing. The -cliffs rise 
from the sea perpen<licnla;rly~ to the height of several hundred feet; 
the rock is trap in columnar form:; and these 'stern and lofty cliffs 
extend about twelve miles along the shore, without the least shelter 
for boats, and w.ith scarcely a landing place, until Dark Harbour is 
:reached. This is so singular a place as to require especial notice. 

Dark 'PIarbour is a salt water lake, about one mile and a quarter 
'in length, and haif a mile in widtb; the water is from five to.nine 
fathoms in depth, the latter being the prevailing depth throughout, 
except near th'e .shores. It is separated from the Bay of Fnndy by 
:a sea-wall of stones and gravel, aqout 400 feet wide, which has au. 
·easy slope seaward, but is quite steep 'on the inside, towards the 
barbour. This curious and really beautiful sheet of water was 
-entirely cut off from commllnicati(}H with the sea, until 1846, when 
.3, channel was cut, through the sea-wall, of sufficient width to admit 
large vessels. In cOflsequ.ence of this admission of the tide, the 
water within the harbour was raised permanently eight feet, and 
very many trees, gro~ing on the landward side,_ were killed by the 
~ise of the sea water upoo. their trunks. 

-On the western side of the channel into Dark Harbour, there is 
a bre·akwater -of timber and stone, to break the force of tile sea 
thrown in by the northwesterly gales, and prevent the channel 
from filling ·up. When the rising tide atta.ins a sufficie1'lt height, 
:it rushes through the channel into the harbour, with a steady roar, 
.untillligh wate,r; and on the ebb, rushes out with equal noise and 
turbulence. ! 

On the landward side of the harbour, there are about fifty acres 
(If cleared land; the soil is good, but somewhat stony. On the 
top of the hm, which slopes rather steeply to the water, there is 
some good lan~, the soil a deep loam. The settlers are John 
Sinclair, who has resided here 25 years; John Urquhart, 10 
years and upwards; and Duncan Anderson, a resident of 4 years. 
There are also the son and son-in-law of UrquhaFt, who live on 
:the eastern side of the harbour; Urquhart himself lives upon the 
glebe lot on the western sidl'. DUDcan Anderson is very intelljp 
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gent, and furnished much interesting h:fo~mati()r.t. H~ ~tatli)d ,th!Jt 
the depth of w~ter in the channel. at ~Igh water, v~rles fr?mS ~6> 
13 feet, accordmg to neap 6r sprmg tIdes. There- IS cnnslderab!e 
outfall on the ebb, but fishing: boats' pass out safe~, even when. 
there is 8 feet fall; at·l'ow water there is oury 2' feet In th.e channel. 
During the season of 1849, the settIe~s caught WO barrels of fine 
herrings withiw the h~\'bonr. ; but fishmg v~se}g en!er the hal'b?l1f' • 
at ni17htfall, shoot theIr nets, and leave agmIT early In' the mormng' 
-it is' not known what quantities tIley take. . 

Anaerson stated', that a herring net, sllCII' as fle. used, of 2(}' 
fathoms in Jt·ngth v 2i. inch mesh'» and 160 meshes deep, costs £3·
made up thus-Twine, 209. , nett~ng,~20s. , lead, 5s. ;. rop;-~ lOs. ; 
froats, &a., 5s,-total, £3. He saId' Ulere was great abundance of 
herrings along the west side of the Island. out nefs were mlt set for 
them, on account of the numbers of dog.-fisfl, which cut up the fi'sh, 
and destroyed" the neis. The want of boat-shelter and' landing
places has, however, more to do ,,,ith tltis neglt'ct, than the ravages 
of the dog-fish. Anderson said, that mt'n without means should 
not settle here; but men possessing some property would do well 
enough. Inside the ~arbonr, rock cod and small pollack are alway~ 
to be caught; and sometimes these fish of large size are abundant .. 

The chann:et at tow water was· examin.ed';. tne bottom appeared. 
fo consist oflarge boulder stones, thiCKly covered WIth keJp~ The 
breakwater requires to be carried further mIt, in order to protect 
the channel effectually. And'erson said the n!:'cessary extension 
coulit be built for £100; if notice ",;as given trle previous winter, so
that logs. and Hinber could be hauIed' out, while tr1e snow was on 
the ground. He was employecti'n cutting the channel and building. 
the breakwater. and thought himself quaIined to. j.udge Q-f the 
expense. 

It would be (}f great advantage t() trle valuable fishE"rfes on trH~' 
west side of Grand Manan, if the channel into Dark Harbour was 
deepened, so as to admit vessels with the flOWIng tide; ~nd of stilt 
greater importance to the coasting trade, as well as to loaded timber 
ships, OJ; other vessels. with earg(), if the t"ntrll'llCe was so improved" 
that Dark Harbour might be a sure and C'E'rtain haroour of r.eftJO'e. 
at all times. Once with.in t~e sea-wall. vessels are as completely 
land-locked, and may rHte 111. as· perfect safety as. if in. an inland. 
lake,. how:ev~r.violently t!le tempest may rage without; and upon 
such lit precIpitous. and Iron bound shore as the westem side of 
Grand Ma!lan, with nothing but certain destruction to' the kmpest-, 
tossed manner wIn may be cast llpon it, this sole place of safety 
shouhl by aU m~ans, andynder every consideratron of humanity, 
b: rendered eas~ly acces~lble· at aU seasO'IlS, ei.tllE"r by day. ()f by 
night,. an~ r.eadJly found. A few hundred pounds might well be 
spent 111 glVlIlg ~er~ect access to this most sillgular amI exceedingly 
sare harbour, wltInll whose ~ofty sea-waH, accumulated by the 
m!gl~ty waves,of many centu1'les, the largest SIlips may lay afloat 
wlthm a sto~e s cast of the shore, riding safely with the smallest 
hawser, whll.e a fearful surf thunders upon the beach without,. 
apparently WIth suffiCIent roar, and uncontrolled violence to shake 
the Island to it.s lowermo~t fonndati.on,. . .,. ... . 



R:eporl on tlt-e fi'isheriesz'Jl the Bay of FU'lI.,dy. 103 

The advantages 1l>f nark Harbour, as a place of refuge, can 
scarcely be appreciated by those not flicquainted with its unusual 
and extraordinary character and position. The preservation of a 
single life is of intinHely greater account, than all it would cost 
New Brllnswickto render Dark HarbolJr easily accessible, not 
merely by fiShing vtlSsels, but by ships of the largest class, to which, 
when attained, it would afford the most perfect safety. The cause 
of humanity urges the expenditure, independently of the strong 
arguments which might be adduced with reference to the preser
yation of valuable ships, and much costly merchandize. 

Money Crme.-This CDve is some two or three miles 'east of 
Dar,k Harbour; a brook flows down a very narrow ravine between 
two massive cliff.;;, which ri&e on either side to the estimated height 
(If 800 feet or .more. A slight indentation of the coast affords space 
f.or a small gravel beach at the base of the cliffs; and here Mr. 
John A. Hartt, during the past season, erected a brush weir, 
which cost £350. In this weir were taken several hundred barrels 
of herrings of good size and ill fine condition, differing materially, 
both as to size and quality, from those taken near the Sonthern 
Head, and evidently another variety of fish. These herrings were 
only wken on the spring tides, at the full and change of the moon, 
as thE"l~ tlH'l fis!~ were swept sufficiently near to the shore to be 
caught in the weir. 

The bottom of this weir is composed of frampd timber of large 
size, sllnk in about six feet water at low tide, and ballasted with 
large stones of a ton or more in weight. A bove the strong frame 
work which forms the bottom of the weir, there is the nsuallight 
wicker· work of poles with twigs interlaced, quite sufficient to 
retain the timid herrings, bilt altogether unfit to retain othe( small 
fish of bolder character. The herrings will not go ont of a weir 
unless the opening i~ of large size, while f..ll other fish will dash or 
struggle through any opening sufficient for their passage, even 
'with mtlchsqueezing. 

I Money Cove gains its name fr~m an ancient tradition, that the 
noted rover, captain Kyd, buried two hogsheads of treasure at this 
unfrequented 'place; and many, credulous persons have expendEld 
much time and labour in digging for the pirate's gold, in the ravine, 
Ileal' the roots of t~ old French willows, said to have been planted 
there by It}d himself as a guide to his buried wealth. The 

. ground appea;rs to have been thoroughly turned up along the ravine 
wherever sail was found; but the mu~h-coveted treasure has not 
yet been discovered. 

Loug's Edt(¥.~Between Money Cove and Long's Eddy, is In
cian Beach, so called from its being the usual camping place of the 
I ndians, who resort there during tbe season for porpoise shooting. 
There were two canoes here, with four Indian13, and the pelts of 
several porpoises just taken off, were observed banging up, pre. 
viously to being boiled for their oil. 

Loner's Eddv is formed by a long beach and spit of gravel, which 
.stretch~s to the westward of Northern Head. Within the eddy 
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there was admirable fishing for small rock cod, with which the 
water seemed perfectly alive. . 

There is a clearing at this place, and some land under cultIva
tion, apparently of fair quality. Mr. Cronk has ~een se~tled here 
many years, and his two sons are settled near hIm. 1 hey have 
three boats, and take 500 quintals of fish annually. They. fish ~t 
half a mile, to a mile only, from the shore, and fol.low theIr bus~
ness every day in the year that the weather permlts1 when baIt 
can be procured. 

When the writer landed at this place, soon after sunrise, the 
young Cronks h.ad just taken up the herring nets, which had ~een 
set during the mght. There were only a few dozens of herrlllgs 
in the net!', several of which were damaged by the voracious dog
fish, who had apparently carried off many fish entirely. Besides 
herrings, the nets had caught six pollack, one roclt cod, three 
silver hake (merlucius albidus), and one mackerel; none of these 
were injured by the dog-fish. 

Several cod of the largest size were shown by Mr. Cronk, as 
also many fine pollack recently taken. This'situation is appa
rently a very good one for prosecuting "line-fishing," which: 
might !Jere be carried.on to a much greater extent than at present, 
fish of large size and fine quality being continually found at very 
little distance from the beach. 

Whale Cove.-Between Long's Eddy and this c(}ve are the lofty 
mural cliffs of the Northern Head, presenting a bold front to the 
violent gales from northeast which rush with fury down the Bay 
of Fundy, and offering stern resistance to the mighty waves that 
dash against them, with sullen and almost ceaseless roar. 

The land about Whale Cove is lower than at almost any other 
part of Grand Manan, and appears to be merely a narrow neck 
connecting the Swallow's Tail with the Northern Head. There 
is but little shelter at Whale Cove, for when the wind is off shore, 
it sweeps with great force across the low land; the hooker was 
forced twice out of the cove, by heavy gusts, before an anchoraO'e 
could be gained very close to the shore. " 

It was stat~d that the American vessels often ran into this cove 
in fine evenings, and set their herring nets during the niaht, beinCl" 
off again at an early hour in the morning.. I:> " 

MEETING OF FISHERMEN.-In proceeding ar<At.nd Grand 
Manan, the writer saw many intelligent fishermen, who were 
anxious that some general meeting should take place to discuss 
matters. It was agreed that, as the most convenient time for 
such a meeting, it should take place on Saturday evening, (31st 
August), at the Central School House, near Winchester's. There 
the ~riter m~t 'ab?ut si~ty fishermen, and explained to them 
the Imperfechons. m theIr cure of herrings, both pickled and 
smoked; and the Improper treatment and bad cure of their dried 
fish was also pointed out. They were told that they could not 
expect to obtain remunerating prices, or find steady markets for 
fish s? badly cured as scarcely to be fit for exportation, and which 
certamly would not be allowed to be exported if a proper system 
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of inspection were established. The great and wonderful increase 
in the herring fishery of Scotland, in consequence of the excellent 
regulations and rigid inspection there enforced, was made known; 
and the advance in prices which followed the adoption of improved 
cnring after the Dutch mode, was also shown--an advance so great 
as to enable the Scotch herrings to beat the Dutch herrings out of the 
continental markets, in spite of a heavy countervailing duty. The 
fishermen were told, that besides foreign markets which might be 
opened un.der a better system of cure and inspection, there was in 
Canada an -extensive demand for well cured fish, as also in the 
Western States bordering on the great lakes. To this it was 
replied by the fishermen, that unless the system was general, it 
''Tas useless for anyone person to cure his fish better than his 
neighbour, as he would obtain no better prices, all the fish from 
each locality being classed together, and bearing one price, while 
that price was so low., as to afford no remuneration for additional 
labour, or greater care in curing. 

The writer having collected the numbers and description of the 
boats and vessels engaged in the fisheries in his progress around 
the Island, submitted the list so obtained to the assembled fisher
men, who made some corrections and additions, when the following 
return was declared to bl:> as correct as could possibly be obtained: . 
Return of the numbers of Boatg, VesselR and Men, belonginj! to Grand M anan, 

engaged iu the Fi~heries. 3l.t Aug.ust 1850. 

I .. OVALITI ES. 

Cameron's Cove, •• . . .. .. .. 
Doggett's Cove, .. .. .. .. . . 
Drake's Cove to Beneraft's Point, .. 
\Voodward's Cove, .. .. .. .. 
Long Island .•• .. .. .. .. .. 
Duck Islands. .. .. .. .. .. 
Nantueket Island, .. .. .. .. 
Kent's Island, .. .. .. .. .. 
Grand Harbour, .. .. .. .. .. 
Thence to 80uthern Head, •• .. .. 
Dark Harbour. .. .. .. .. .. 
Money Cove, .. .. .. .. .. 
Long'q Eddy, .. .. ' .. .. .. 
Whale Cove, . . .. .. .. .. 

·rotal. .. .. .. .. 

I 
l\JO_ I No. 01 I No. r Ton- I No. of 
of Men in of nage of Men in 

Boats. Boats Vessels Vess.ls Ve .. ds --
20 60 2 

I 
22 8 

6 18 1 11 4 
20 60 4 20 12 
8 24 4 104 24 
2 6 1 12 4 
4 12 2 16 7 
2 6 .. . . .. .. .. 2 16 8 
8 24 4 10 20 

13 30 5 50 25 
3 9 .. .. .. 
4 12 .. .. .. 
3 9 .. .. .. 
4 12 .. .. .. 

----------
94 282 24 291 ]]2 

RECAPITULATION. 

Fishing Boat$, 94; Men in same, 282: Fishing Vessels, 24; Men in same, 112. 

The fishermen stated that the average length of the fishing boats 
in C1se at Grand Manan was 17 feet, and the usual breadth of beam 
6 feet; five streaks on each side are of birch, the rest of the planks 
are of pine. Th~y build few cedar, boats, as they are not strong 
enough for these rocky shores. Although short, these boats are 
burthensome j but they are not fitted to go out to those banks 
where the best cod-fishing is found, aod cannot with safety venture 
any very great distance from the Is]and. On being asked why 
they did not build boats of greater length and larger si~e, it was. 



106 ReP01·t on tile Fisheries.in the Bay of Fundy. 

answered that such boats would hot do, where the shores WE're SO 
recky and greatly exposed, as the boats had to be hauled .up'altoo 

getherabove the tide' in stormy weather, or they would qmekly be 
dashed to piecE's by the ground-swell and heavy surf. . . ' 

Some of the excellent Sheffield knives (made by John Algor) 
which are in common use irj the Bay of ChalE'ur, for splitting and 
dressing fish, were shown to the meeting, and greatly approved; 
it was resolved that slIch knives should be procurf'd for another 
spason, as also a supply of the long-shank:d hake.hool~s used by 
the Jersey fishfmnE'n, which are very supE'rIor, for that·fishery. 

It was statE'cl, that certain placE'S had bE'en agreed upon by the 
fishermen as " gurry-grounds," or places where the offal of the fish 
conld be deposited conveniently by fishing vessels, without injury 
to any descri ption of fishery; bnt the A rrleric.ans were not included 
in this arrangement, and threw over tht'ir offal tNhere they pleased. 
Manv of the Grand Manan fishers did the same; it VI·as said that 
the '~gnrry.grounds" were less llsed Jast season than ever before, 
and thereby the fisheries of every kind were greatly in.iured. Be
sides the damage done to the line-fishing by throwing offal upon 
the fishing ground, great injury is inflicted by its being drifted into 
the herring-weirs, which are then said to be "gurried,'.' and will 
take no fish, for herrings will not approach weirs when in that 
state. It was greatly desired by the fishermen, that some law 
should be enacted, by which fishing vessels conld be compelled to 
thro~ their offal upon the "gurry-ground," under regulations and 
penalties that conld be readily enforct'Cl. 

It appt'ared that thf're were then twenty seVE'I1 herring-weirs at 
Grand Manan, and several otlH'rs in course of erection. The 
fi~herrnen agreed very well, and were quitf' unanimous upon all 
points concerning the fisheries, until the question of herrii)g-Vl'eirs 
came up for discussion; then great differences of opiniJn were 
expressed, and an unpleasant altercatiQn took place immediately. 
:Mr .. Coddington stated, that one-third of all the fish taken in the 
weirs were used for manure; this was promptly denied by Mr. 
Gnptill and Mr. Bencraft in the most positive manner. Mr. 
Bencraft stated, that from the catch of his wiers during the season 
of 1819, he pnt np 3000 boxes ofsUloked herrings, and 50 to 60 
barrpl:;; pick led herrings; that as lllany barrels were used for bait; 
alld'during the whole season, less than 20 barrels 'were put upon 
t11e land, consisting altogether of small and broken fish. This 
statement was corroborated by Mr. Dakin, a man of very respec
table appearance, .who attended Bencraft's weirs; but it was aIto
,gether de\)ied by persons present. The assertions deliberately 
1.lIa~e 00. one side, were denied in the most unqualified manner on 
the ?tlH'l"" ~nd anl?TY words were freely us:~d In order tocaVn 
th~ l11crea~aug e¥cltement. it was suggested, that as so ; great a 
qii(e:ren.ce of opinion existed, it would be better for both pa,rties to 
put theIr several statements in· writing. This wtts Ilgrred, to.; the 
storm was allayed; aud before the meeting separated, pne of the 
pers.ons pr:sent, whose name was not heard, expressed ,th,e satis
factIOn wInch was felt bv the fishermen there assembled, with the 
conduct of the Government, in sendjng l!o ,PE'rson to inquire into 
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their state and condition, and listen to thpir represpntations, as 
they were therpby conv:incf'd that they were not. overlooked' or 
altpgpther forgotten by .. the Executive. 

GENERAL REMARKS.-Ol'ring to the pecuTiar manner in which 
the ppople of (irand Manan conduct th"il' fishing businpss, it is 
quite impossible to ascPl'tain precisply what quantity o( fish ~s 
taken, or what is tile total value of tllt' fisllPries of the Island. No 
duties whatever are paid by the inhabitants of Grand Manan; in 
f'-ct, there is no person tllf're authorized to reccive dutips. The 
inhabitants take thpir badly cured fish to Eastport or Lubec, and 
there sell them at low prices, taking in return sueh articles as 
they nepd fur home consulllPtion. They pay no duty on landing 
their fish in the United States, as there is a perfectly good undpl'
standing with the fishermf'n of Mainp; who, in consideration of 
being permitted to fish within Treaty limits at Grand M,anan, and 
go on shore to. procure bait, wink at the importation of British 
fish from thence duty free. 

Practically, the people of Grand Manan enjoy perfect frf'e trade; 
they buy what thq rpquire in the cllPappst markets, and they can 
build .and fit out fishing vpssels at three-fourths the cost of American 
vess!'ls of the same class. Yet, with all these arlvantages, the 
Island only o\\-ns twenty four vessels, the largest of which is 45 
tons,. the next 29 tons, and alJ the rest undpr 20 tons; while the 
fishing boats only amonnt to 94 in all, less than half the numbpr 
owned in the Parish of Caraquet. 

Not'hing so greatly surprised tlH' writer at Grand Manan, as the 
comparatively small number of fishing uoats and vesse}" owned 
there, and the limitpd vallle of the fisllPries conductpu by the inha
bitants. A dealer who has for some years been cOl1l;ected with 
the .business of Grand Manan, estimated the value of the fisheries 
in 1849, as follows:-

Produce of wpirs, ... £5,000 
Cod,Pollack, Hake, Oil, and Pickled Herrings, 7,000 

The pstimnte of the value of the produce of the weirs is believed 
to be too large, but the second estimate may be near the marlc 
The population of the Island is estimated at 2000 souls; and 
:l,SSllm\ng the gpneral value of the fisheries .to be as above stated ,_ 
it is just £6 per annum f9r pach soul on the Island - a very small 
sum for a community so largely dependent upon the fishpries for 
subsistence, 

The people of Grand ~anan are actiyp, industrious, and hard
working, capable of enduring great hardship and fatigue. The. 
young men, from lack of employment at home, pngage on board 
American fishing vessels; they get good wages, beqause they are 
active, hardy sailors, excellent fishermen, and admirable pilots for 
the Bay. The American's say, "there is no better man on board a 
fishing vessel than a native of GranrilManan, if you take him away 
from his own Island." That the people of Grand Manan conduct 
the admirable fisherie;; in their vicinity very inpfficiently, and with 
but little profit, is undeniable; and that something may be done for 
thdr ,advan.celllent, by Judicious regulations, and a ~ood s~stpm of 
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insp,ection, is not to be disputed .. ~ut even then, the great.est 
difficulty will be untouched-and this 1'1, the low state of educatIOn 
in the Island. The Schools of Grand Manan are very inefficient; 
and the people are not sufficiently taught, eV1:'1l in the first rudi
ments of learning, to compete with thl:'ir American neighbours, 
who are more acute and intelligent, simply from being better 
educated. The lack of learning is one of the greatest evils of 
Grand Manan; if the people there were better taught, and pos
sessed greater knowledge of the world, they would readily perceive 
the numerous advantages of thl:'it position, and quickly, avail 
themsel ves of the profits to be derived from it. 

Campo Bello. 
The inhabitants of this fine Island prosecute the fisheries with 

great diligl:'nce, not only in their own immediate vicinity, but also 
by sending tbeir vessels tG distant places to procure fares. The 
fisheries close to Campo Bello, are those for cod, pollack, haddock, 
and hake, by line-fishing, on the "slacks" of the tide just before 
high and IGW water, and at other timl:'s, in the coves, eddies and 
passages where the tide does not set too strong. The common 
herring (clupea elongata) of small size for smoking, is taken in 
standing weirs of brush. A larger description of fish are taken 
chiefly in nets, called" Quoddy herrings," but which are believed 
to be the species of shad, dl'signated by DeKay, in his Report on the 
Fishes of New York, as alosa mattoUJaca. They differ altogether 
from the common herrings in their habits, are takl:'n almost exclu
sively in "Quoddy River," (as the channel is ca1led which separates 
West Isles from EastpOft and Campo Bello,) are genl:'rally without 
spawn, and in the autumn are exceedingly fat and fine flavoured. 

The writer is under great obligations to Mr. John Alexander, 
of Welch Pool, for the very efficient assistance rendered by him 
in collecting information in that locality. The following statement 
of the fisheries of Campo Bello, compiled with great care, and 
much labour, by Mr. Alexander and ,John Farmer, Esquirl:', a 
Magistrate, residing at Welch Pool, is presented as furnishing 
valuable informatiml of much intert'st;-
Statement of the quantity and value of Fish, taken in one season bv the Fisher

men of the Island uf Campo Bello, in boats, deeked vessels, a~d fish· weirs, 
owned by them; the estimate being made up from thp qnantities taken in 1849, 
corrected by the catch of 1850, so far as it has admnceil. 

N~~er I-~t~~~ I IAveragel 
de~cription and Boys Quantity and description of Fish. price. Amount. 
of Boats. employed 

50 Boats,/ 100 5UUU qts. Pollack, per qUintal, •• 15s 6d. £1375 0 0 
150 brls. Cod and Haddock, p. brl. lOs, 75 0 0 
50C brls. Herrings, per barrel, 12s 6d. 312}(· 0 
100 brls. Oil, • • •• •• •• 65s, 325 0 0 

] 1 deck'd 
Vessels, 
400 tons 
burthen. 

21 Weirs. 

.1)2 1750 qts. Cod, per qnint"I, '.. lIs 3d, 984 7 6 
340 qts. Pollack, per quintal, • • 5s 6d. 93 10 0 

\

4600 brls. Herrings, per barrel, •• 12~ 6d. 2875 0 0 
480 brls. Macl!;erel, per barrel, •• .30s. 720 0 0 

20 brls. Oil, per barrd, • • • • 65s. 65 0 0 
100 40,000 boxessmok'd Herrings, p. box Is 6d. 3000 0 0 

Total, £9,825 7 6 
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R ECAPITUI,ATlON. 

5,340 quintals Pollack, 
1,750 do. Cod, •• 
5,100 barrel I! Herring~, 

480 do. Mackerel, 
150 uo. Haddock and Cod, 
120 do. Oil, 

40,OClf) boxes smoki"d Herrings, 

Campo Bello, Sept. 6, IB50. 

Total value, 

£1,468 10 0 
984 7 6 

3,1/:!7 10 0 
720 0 0' 
75 0 f) 

390 0 0 
3,000 0 0 

------
£9,825 7 6 

JOHN AI,EXANDER. 

JOHN FARMI':R, J. P~ 

This statement is compiled from actual inquiry among the 
resident fishermen, and the totals are put down rather below, than 
above the mark. With this document, !\1r. Alexander also fur
nished, in writing, the following interesting observations, by him
self, upon the fisheries of Campo Bello:-

" Our herrings are taken in weirs, and with nets; and pollack. haddock, and 
hake, with the line. Several of our vessels run down to the 1'uskets. the Mag. 
dalen Islands, and Newfoundland, in the spring; and to Saint George's Bay, 
in the winter, for herrings. In the summer, they go to Grand Manan, and to 
both shores of Nova ScotIa, for herriug, cod, and mackerel. Improvements may 
certainly he made in our tackle and gear, but experience will be our best teacher. 

" Our herring. season here, is from May until December. Pollack strike ill 
about the first of Juni", and the fishing for them continues until November. 
Small cod and haddock are taken, to a limited extent, during the whole year; 
these are chiefly pickled, and exported in barrels. The herrings taken by our 
vessels, in the winter and'spring, at the Tuskets, the Magdalen Islands, and 
the Bay of Saint George, as well as those caught, while spawning, at the Southern 
Head of Grand Manan, are very poor, and any thing but in season. They 
generally tind a ready sale in the markets of the United States; and from my 
own experience, 1 should say, that the poor fish bring nearly as good a price as 
the best. This arises from the difference of climate; the poorer kinds keep 
better ill a warm climate, (as in.tance the alewives of Saint John), and answer 
for the food of the slave popUlation. 

" I am led to believe, that there is much spawn destroyed at the spawning 
grouud, near the Southern Head of Grand Manan, every season. There are 
but few spawning herrings taken here, as it is a small sized herring that answers 
for smoking. There are but few herrings taken here hy , driving' with torches; 
the fish do not I pJoay , in shore now, as they did some years ago. There is great 
diversity of opinion as to the cause, and I feel diffident in giving an opinion. 
The erratic habits of the herrings are well known-no doubt you haye heard 
many opinions, and you are well able to draw your own conclusions. 

" With respect to weirs, and whether they are, 01' are not, injurious to the 
herring fishery, I should say, as well from the opinion of others, as my own 
observation, that they are not; neither are they destructiye to the fry of other 
fish. Of the twenty one weirs upon Campo Bello, there are not more than two 
that are dry at low-water; the, others have from 6 to 12 feet water in them, at 
low tide-and in man} of them, seines 16 fathoms long and 2 fathoms deep, are
used to take out the fish. It is impossible for fish to die in any of tbe deep 
weirs; and the shgal ones are too carefully attended, for such an accident to 
happeu. I am aware that there are couflicting interests on this question, and 
very naturally 80, as our peoplE', connected with the weirs. are generally men in 
good circumstances. Our American neighbours have the shores immediately 
opposite to us, lined with weirs. They neither allow set-nets, or drift-nets, on 
their shores, as they say nets break up the schulls of herring, and destroy them 
by 'scaling,' (that is, by rubbing off their scales,) wh.m they are in any large 
body. 

" Our weir herringll are priacipally smoked; as you have seen tor yourself, 
and taken notes of the mode of cure from those competent to give information, 
1 shall not attempt a description. I would remark, that our best curers, in that 
hranch, do not put up herrings in any way inferior to the far·famed I Digby 
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<chickens.' Our barrelled herrings are put np .in the .usua,~ style, .that is, b1 
'striking,' and afterwards repacking in barrels; eIther wIth Llverpoolor Turk 8 

Island salt. . . . ". ". 
" Small cod and haddock, are put up in the SRme ttlanner; the drIed fish are 

first pi~kled. ;nu then cured ou flakes ill the sun. I believe ma?y imprQvements 
might be made ill the curing and packing' of our fish, for a different market; 
and no douht it would 'be done, if other marKets open to us j but so long as we 
are confined to the United States for a market, I doubt if it would pay. While 
the A mericans make so little distinction, there would be no object in curing our 
Dsh iu a better manner. I have seeu and eaten the celebrated Lochfine h!'rrings; 
bnt T think a well cured' Quoddy herring' vastly s'Jperior. 

" There is another very cogent reason why it would not pay to put np herrings 
in the manner pointed out by the directions of the Scottish Fishery Board, 
l'eprinted in this Province-.labour is very high, in "on sequence of our proximity 
to the United Slates. At the same time, I am fullyaw.are. that many of our 
curers do not ~ay that attention to the fish whit·.h they. ought to do. But so long 
as the merchants will buy them, so long will the fish be put up in a careless 
manner; in fact, the cure lies entirely with the merchant. .' 

" There are but lew herring~, and none of the fry of other fish, used as manure 
011 this Island. Drifting with nets is the only illegal mode 'Of fishing practised 
about here, of which T am aware, BAd that would be quickly stopped, ifpersisted 
in to auy extent . 

.. I have been at some pains to get you II correr.t estimate of the tonnage. 
boats, and men, of this Island, empfoyed in the different vsheries, as also their 
catch. R11d its actual mloe, hy approximating this with othE'T years. I think you 
will ackJlowledge, that if the·other fishilJg districts in the bay show as much as 
we do in this small Parish, the fisheries are no contemptible part of the resources 
of this fine Province." 

Severa1 of the fishing establish ments. at Cam po Bello were visited 
by the writer, accompanied by Mr. Alexander. These establish~ 
ments were found in excellent order, well and conveniently 
arrnnged, and in good repair; the proprietors appeared to 'be men 
in very comfortable circumstances, who were prosperous in their 
affairs. 

Mr. Joseph Patch, a very intelligent fisherman, thns described 
the mode of cleaning and curing smoked herrings at Campo Bello. 
When the herrings are dipped fr011l the weir, they are thrown into 
a large boat which is. closely ceiled. The fish are " scaled" bv 
men getting into the boat and working their legs backward and 
forward among the fish, with(lu'~ lifting their feet from the ceiling 
of the boat-sufficient water for the operation is. dipped into the 
boat with the fish. The men continue to work their legs until the 
scales are off the fish; if worked too much, the fish become 
" beIly-~roken " and spoiled. A fter being thus scaled, the fish are 
washed In small quantities in the' dip-ne~s, to take off the loose 
s?ales and dirt; .they are then salted. If large and fat. the quan~ 
tlty of s.alt llsed IS a bushel and a half to a hogs\lead of. fish; if 
the hernngs are small or poor, a bushel answers. . They lay in salt 
from 18 to 36 hours, accordi~d to size-the avera<Ye'fime is 24 
honrs; while in salt, the fish m~st be kept cool; wh;n sufficiently 
salted they are strung on sticks, 3 feet 4 inches in Jength; the 
smallest fish are strun~ first,. as the largest. require more salt. 
A fter they are on the sticks, the fish are rinsed qUite clean in fresh 
water; they are then hung up in the bays of the smoke-house. 
~'he usual size of smoke-houses, is 24 by 3'0 feet, the height to the 
rIdge of the roof, 25 feet. Mr. Patch's smoke-house is 30 feet 
high, there are 8 bays in it, each of the usual wi(lth of 3 feet; the 
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lDwermDst rDW Df fish hang pnly five-· feet (!"Om the fire. 1t was 
stated by.Mr. Patch,. that he (Dunp. by experiencE?, the coole,r the 
smoke, the qetter ,tM,·fiSl!; he had, Dpel1ings made in the ridge ,o.f 
his smoke-house,.,as well to. let,Dff the dead smDke, as to. make the 
plaG~ cDDler, and he ad~litted, that the .fish which hung highest 
wen~ always the .best. He us.es. any ,kindGf wQDd he. can get fDr 
making smDke; hard wODd ~s the best, as sDft w()Dd fills tilE' fish 
with white ashes. .The large fish require three months smoking; 
during that time they need great attentiDn, and much gpDd manage
ment,especially in rainy Ql;damp weather. vVllE'n sufficiently 
cured, the herrings are packed in boxes, Df the It'gal size in Maine 
..,thatis·17 ,inches lpng, 8~ inches wide, .and 6 in.ches depp, mpa
gured on the inside of the bDX. ' Tl}e best quality of smDked 
herriDgs are called "scaled herrings;" these are the largest and 
best fish.. Thpse called' No. I, are herrings nDt scaled, and small 
fish. A ,. scaled herring" must be seven inches IDng. fat and 
gDDd; the ,. No.. I" must nDt be less than six inches in l/:'ngth ; 
and large, bnt pDDr fish, are also branded Df this quality. All 
pther descriptiDns Df fish are considered refuse. 

Mr. JDhn BatsDn's smDke-houses were fDund the same as those 
Df Mr. Patch, but, nDt so. well ventilated. The mode Df scaling 
and curing·was ,fDund. to. be the same as abDve described. A t the 
e~tablishment o.f Mr. William Flagg, the herrings were Dbserved 
to. be particularly well cur.ed, and Df fine colDur; this" gilding" as 
is .t~rmed, is given by the use o.f hard WDDd Dnly. with which the 
last smoking is do.ne ; itirnparts a rioh gDlden Co.IDur to. the fish, 
and gives them the, well knowntiuge Df the celebrated " nigby 
chicke.ne.',' The difference between the mDdes o.f scaling, curing, 
and s'mQking, in use at Grand, Mana.n .and • Campo. . Bello, are 
ppinted DU,t in anDther part Df this Repprt, in dt:'seribing the fish
eries Df ,AnnapDlis Baein; and sonw pf. ~he reaSDnS are gi yen, why 
the smDl(ed herrings Df that locality are i:!o.gr.eatly superiDr to. all 
pthers. ' 
. Mr. Flagg,.whD is a person o.f much p~servatio.n and lDng 

experience, . stated as his. Dpinio.n, that it takes .herrings,three 
yeari:! to. CDme tp .. maturity. He has watched them car.efully for 
ypars; hnd seeing them cpnstantly in the weirs, from the size Df 
britt, up to the largest herring, hEl feels. q,uite cO.nfident as to. the 
periDd.. He has ~Dmetimes, thpugh rarely. taken "studines" pn 
the shDres,pfCampp Bello;. Dnly a few days previDusly he had 
caught a single.~pel)irrieil pf this rare fish in the Bay pf Fundy., 

This lpcality was re-visit~d in the la,tter .part pf Octpber. Mr. 
Patch then stated, that the herring-season was pver; it was CDn
siqered a failure, ·as the quantity .taken ill We ,weirs, was Dnl'y 
about half the usual, Dr average, cateh.The quality Df the fis'~ 
taken was gDo.d;' not many small fis4 hfld been caught-he had 
<l,uly thrown away three barrels, while his whple catch amounted 
to. 3000 boxes;. at thatJi~il,Ile, they,were w;ortb fifty cents, o.r two. 
.shUliogs and six pence. currency,p~r bDX, in CDnsequence pf there 
bei,ng a,short supply in the; market. 
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West Isles. 

This Parish includes Indian. Island, Deer Island, and a great 
number of small Islands and Islets, in Passamflquolldy Bay, east 
of the Boundary Line of the United States. The inhabitants are 
fishermen almost exclusively, somewhat peculiar in their manners 
and habits, but most industrious, hardy, and exceedingly hospita
ble people, The best fishing grounds are on the British side of 
the boundary, which is an imaginary line, passing down the mid
dle of the channel called' Qnoddy River, and out to sea by the 
western passage, between Lubec and the western end of Campo 
Bello. 

The fishing boats from Eastport, and other places within the 
limits of the United States, fish equally, and mingle freely with 
the British boats on their fishing grounds, near West I5les, where 
the fish are most numerou:;; especially near Black Rock, Casco 
lsland. and the big eddy near Indian Island. I t is a very gay 
scene on a fine day, to mingle with some two or three hundred 
boats fishing in the big eddy, lying so closely together as to leave 
little more than space between to pull up the fish. The writer joined 
this animated throng more than once, in August and September, 
when pollack were taken of large size, and in great abundance. 
The fishing began either just before high water, or just before low 
water, on what are called" the slacks" of the tide. The boats 
then lay at anchor; as few anchors as possible are dropt to avoid 
fouling the fishing lines, the boats making fast to each other, stem 
and stern. Thus they lie until the tide begins to run too strong, 
when the anchors are lifted, and the boats then swing about, almost 
in a body, with the different sets of current, through the pa!,!sages 
between the Islands, fishing "on the drift," as it is termed-the 
fish below appearing to move about in the same manner as the 
boats above. This continues until the tide begins to set too strong, 
when the boats proceed to the coves and eddies near Campo Bello, 
or some of the small Islands or rocky islets, where they drop 
anchor and fish out the rest of the tide. • 

While the boats are congregated together fishing in close column, 
they appear .to attract the fish by the number of baits which are 
let down at the same time. There are generally three men in 
each boat; all is life, bustle, and animation. The line is scarcely 
down, wl~en the' fisherman commences drawing up a fish; tlie 
depth varies from 14 to 28 fathoms, and very often the hook is not 
half way down. when it is seized by a fish. While fish are being 
thus rapidly drawn into the boats, jokes and gibes are freely 
bandied; any lively story, or piece of stinging wit, passes quickly 
film boat to boat, and . laughter, cheers. and almost invariable good 
temper, prevail among all, ~hetller British or Americans. If one 
boat falls short of bait, it is supplied from another which is hetter 
provided; and civilities sometimes extend to an interchange of 
hooks, snoods, and fish~g leads. When the British boats go over 
t? Eastport, as they generally do, to dispose of their fish, no ques
tIOns are asked as to the charaeter of the boat. If the American 
~oa~s enjoy the privile~e of fishing on the best grounds within the 
lImIts of New BrunswIck, those of West Isles can sell their fish 
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at Eastport without payment of duty or charges. The good feel
ing which springs from this state of things, causes the fishery 
business to go on smoothly and quietly along the frontier, where, 
under other circumstances, there would almost to a certainty, be 
constant quarrels and collisions. 

'1'0 an amateur, the pollack fishing in the Big Eddy, with the 
crowd of boats to be found there in the season, is extremely 
amusing and highly exciting; but when the fish bite quickly, and 
are taken of large size in pairs, as frequently happE'ns, the work 
soon becomes exceedingly severe. With the pollack, small cod 
and haddock are also taken, with now and then a dog-fish, and 
sometimes a sculpin or a skate of large size; the variety of fish 
tends to keep up the excitement. and lends animation to the 
fishery. . 

In a Lecture on the Fisheries delivered a few YE'ars since by Mr. 
Lorenzo Sabine, of Eastport, who had paid great attention to the 
subject, the following description was given of the fishermen of 
West Isles :-

"Tn closing my remarks on the fisheries, I fEel bound to give you some idea 
of a Bay of Fundy, or as we call him, a 'hoat-fisherman.' In commencing his 
picture, I cannot say that he is either so moral, so intelligent, or so industrious, 
as he might bOo!; but )let, I can say, th1l.t he is an improved, and an improving 
man. Bred to the use of boats from his earliest youth, he di.plays rare skill in 
their management, and great boldness in his adventures. He will cross from 
island to island, and go from pa"sage to passage, through frightrul whirls of a 
tide which ordiuarily rises and fall twenty five feet. in alarming proximity to 
rocks and bars, and in the stormiest weather. As a whole, he is a singular, and 
withal an interestiug being; and none who have once learned his peculiarities, 
will ever forget him. If he be naturally shrewa, (most of them are,) and past 
the middle age, occasIonal iutercourse with him will amuse, if not in.ltruct, the 
wisest and most polished. . 

" He is neither a landsman, nor a seaman, nor soldier, nor marine; yet, ten 
to one, if in the course of conyersation with him, you do not find that he has 
figured in them all. He is neither merchant nor mechanic, but.no man better 
nnderstands buying and selling, or mending, altering, and making. He is no 
doctor, but he will out-talk a medical graduate, and will shame him in a know
ledge of I Ih·ers,' I back hones,' the means to cure I rumatiz,' and the like. He 
is DO astronomer, and holds nautical instruments in high derision; but he knows 
all about the moon, im·d let him but hear the moaning of the sea-listen to the 
scream of the gull-or the sound of the surf-and watch the cat's paw, or ' glim,' 
in tbe sky-and he will reveal secrets, and disclose truths, which put him in high 
conceit with his own wisdom, and shame the landsman. 

" And then, seat yourself beside him, and hear him comment upon his dream 
book. Listen as he tells you of the feats of the witch, that lives in his particnlar 
harbour-or of the accidents that have happened from doing things on Fridav
·or what have followed the signs and omens thathe believes in. Then, there are 
his tales of wonderful escapes-his • fish stories,' and his sage conclusions in 
politics-his notions of religion, or his profound speculations on the causes of 
the high price of bread-stuffs, or of the means employed to keep down the price 
of fish_ 

" But of his dress, and his professional gear--who shall do jnstice to them? 
"The oiled garmel)ts which cover his npper and nether man, he calls his 

'He-snite.' The queer shaped thing which he wears upon his crown, he names 
a 'sou'-wester.' An article, neither mittens nor gloves, which protect his hauds, 
he calls 'nippers.' The matted and tangled mass whi.h grows npon his head, 
and the long red hair, which nnder his chin answers the purpose of a neckcloth, 
and in front of his ears, renders him impervious to a dun, he calls 'brush.' His 
boots, he says, are' stampers;' and lest he should lose the moveables he carries 
in his pockets, he has them fastened to his person by a string, which he calls a 
'lanyard.' • He uses one knife which he calls 'cut-throat,' and another that is 

8 
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, l'tter" bis apron is a 'barvel '-the box, or compartment into which he 
~h sp ~ his fisb as be catcbes them, is a 'kid.' When be means to go for her
. rowb- e says he is • agoing-a-driving '-tbe state of the moon favourable for this 

rmg, . h h' h h t h' b rpose are 'darks' -the bent-up Iron oops, w Ie e uses 0 carry IS uro-
rD~ tore.h. bears the name of ' dragon '-the small ~et, with an iron.bow a?-d 
wooden handle, which he uses to secure the fish that Ius tor~h attracts, IS a ' dlp
net.' To another and a larger net, with leads on its bottom edge to sink it in 
the water and with corks fastened along its npper edge at regular iutervals, to 
buoy it up, and preserve it in nearly a }?e~pendicular directi~n, that. the perrings 
may strike it and become entangled In Its meshes-to thiS he gives a name 
indicatiye of its use-he calls it a 'set-net.' 

" Nor ends his dialect here. Chebacco boats and small schooners are known 
to him as 'pinkies,' 'pogies,' and' jiggers.' All vessels he calls' craft,' and 
the only distinction be will condescend to make, is t,o append the adjective; snch 
as larO't', small, nice, poor' craft.' He knows nothmg abont the honrs of day or 
night;' every thing with him goes by tides. Thns,,if yon ask him,. abont ,what 
time he was married, he will perhaps say-' tother mght, abont ball-flood! -or 
what time be saw a certain mRn, his reply will be, • this morning abont low water 
slack,'-or, 'on young flood '-or, 'just as the ebb tide made.' 

" If he has fish to sell, and yon ask bim their size, he well tell yon they are 
'two-quintal fish,' by which he means, that fifty of them will weigh 1121bs. His 
hoat anchor he call a • killock,' anu the rope attached to it he styles a 'rode.' 
If he speaks of the length of line required on different fishing grounds, he will 
say that on the Banks aml in tbe Bay of Fundy, 'two shotts' are used, and at 
the Labrador but' half Il shott," and by a 'shott' he means a line of tbirty 
fatboms. 

" Lest it should be thought 1 have made too mnch of this original, ] beg to 
remark, that should any who doubt his existenc~ ever shake me hy the band at 
my own home, 1 promise to show them tbe very man; and I have bestowed the 
more attention upon him, because many of his qualities of character and forms 
of speech are common to all fishermen, and because the knives and other gear 
are in general use. Should any of you go with me to the house of this singnlar 
being, he will probably ask us to Slay to dinner-Iet;ne then giye you tbe form 
of invitation, that you may remember it. . 

"He will probably have provided something extra; it will consist of his 
favourite dishes, to-wit-the three p's,-a pot-pie or sea-fowl. pudding, and pan
cakeR. The proper moment arrived, he will say--' come skippers, down with 
yonI' killocks and get some grub; don't know as you'll like it, but our woman 
has got us some fresh smothers, some duff, and joe_floggies." 

It may be remarked, thai since Mr. Sabine gave this quaint 
description of the" boat-fisherman;" which is copied from his own 
notes, the labours of the Sons of Temperance h\tve been very suc
cessful, and have tended greatly to improve his condition in every 
way. 

Deer Island. 

This Island is broken and rocky, the central portion especially, 
and there is comparatively very little land fit for farming purposes; • 
but such as is fit, is of good quality. Its harbours are good. and 
there are numerous coves which afford excellent shelter for boats, 
with deep water close to their shores. There is a very consider
able number of inhabitants on Deer Island, who are all more or 
less engaged in the fisheries, of which that for pollack, holdS at 
p.resent the fiyst place, in this locality; the herring fishery is con
SIdered next 111 value, after which come the fisheries for cod, hake 
and haddock, with mackerel fishin a when it is to be had in the 
neighbourhood. 0 . 

The boats. generally in use at Deer Island are (rom ] 2 to 18 
feet in length; the 12 feet boat has one man the. 18 feet boat 
usually three men. These boats hare sharp, ~r pink Sterns, with 
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()ne mast shipped very close to the stem, and a mainsail very 
broad at the foot, stretched well out with a light boom, and run
ning up to a point at the top. These boats sail uncommonly well, 
and lay. very close to the wind; they are exceedingly safe in the 
hands of the fishermen, who certainly manage them most admi
rably. . The sail is usually tanned with hemlock bark, which 
imparts to it a reddish brown colour; as the boats an!, generally 
painted white, they have a very smart and somewhat singular 
appearance, as they dart through the narrow passages between 
the numerous srPaU islands and reefs, or sweep down in little fleets 
of ten or twenty boats to the usual fishing grounds. 

The first place visited at Deer Island was Chocolate Cove, at 
which locality James M'Neal, Esq. J. P., and his son, both intel
ligent persons, furnished the following information :-'f'hey said 
that the most profitable fishing there, was for pollack and herring; 
the pollack average fifty to the quintal. The Deer Island fishers 
have some difficnlty in procuring bait; they are obliged to go over 
to the A merican side, and buy it there fwm the weir owners, who 
charge two pollack, green or dry, for a bucket full of small her
rings. They said that herrings would not" drive" as formerly; 
that the Indians by continually firing at the porpoises, have deE
troyed or driven them off, and the herrings not being chased by 
porpoises into eddies near the shore, but keeping out in mid-chan
nel, cannot now be "driven" with the torch as in the olden time. 

The mode of curing pollack and herrings on this Island, w.as 
stated to be as follows :-After pollack are split, they are washed, 
and lightly salted in.tubs and hogsheads. During the summer, 
they remain in salt three or four days; in the autumn fOllr or five 
days. They are then washed in their pickle, and piled in kind 
to drain for 24 hours, after which they are put upon the flakes. 
At night, they are piled on the flakes, in heaps called" faggots;" 
in fine weather, they curf' in a week; after this, they are spread 
out again Juring a fine day, to dry the sweat. In the autumn, 
the fish ar<e not sweated. . 

H'rrings, after being gibbed, are washed in a tnb, and then 
salted; they lay in salt four days. If the pickle sours, the fish 
are spoiled, as they taint at once. When taken out of pickle, they 
are packed in barrels, on their backs. Messrs. M'N eal said, that 
herrings had too little pains bestowed upon them, and very many 
were sent away to the country quite spoiled. From want of means 
to buy a stock of salt, the fishermen used it too sparingly, and 
hencf', too often, the spoiling of the fish. The herrings here alluded 
to, are those called" Quoddy River Herrings;" \heyare taken 
from August until late in the autumn, by drifting at night, in the 
same manner as for shad; those taken l!itest in the season are best 
and fattest, but. is then very cold work sitting in an open boat 
all night, and the fishermen suffer severely. 

The smaller herrings, such as an'1 generally cured by smoking, 
were formerly very abundant on the shores of Deer Island. The 
fishermen of 'Campo Bello said, that the people of Deer Island had 
broken up the schulls, and drivf'n the fish away, by the exce$ive 
use of small meshed nets. On the American side of Quoddy 
River, th\use of such nets is altogether prohibited. 
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At Leonard's Cove, the fishing establishments of Mr. ~e01"ge 
Leonard was visited. Mr. Leonard stated, that he had hved at 
this place thirty years. He fishes principally for pollack; but ill 
the autumn ·he takes small cod. He built a brush weir the past 
spring which C'Ost £75; up to the 9th September, it had only 
caucrht 75 boxes of herring; but it had been exceedingly tlseful to 
the line-fislters in his neighbourhood, by furnishing them with bait. 
At Deer Island, there are only four weirs altogether; in Leonard's 
weir there is four feet water, at low tide. It being near low water, 
the weir was vis~ted and examined; in it were found a few very 
fine "Quoddy River Herrings," about a bushel of small cod, one 
lobster, eight mackerel, and some small herrings, only fit for bl'.it. 
Mr. Leonard qLite agreed with Mr. Flagg, of Campo Bello. that 
herrings attain their' full growth in three years. 

The fishing establishment of Mr. James Neill, near the northern 
end of the Island, was also visited. Mr. Neill purchasE'S many 
fish from the fishermen, which he cures himself; his dealings in 
fish are somewhat expensive. In his vicinity, hake are abundant, 
and also haddock. At the time this establishment was visited, 
(9th September), the oil made from the liver of a hake, was more 
valuable than the hake itself. The hake here were better cleaned 
than at Grand Manan, but there was the same desire to oversalt, 
and make t11e fish weigh as heavy as possible. 

Mr. N em stated, that the hake he cured went sometimes t() 
Cuba, but generally to the Foreign West India Islands; the cod to 
Boston and New York, for domestic consumption there; the had
dock were shipped to Cuba; and the pollacl~ were sold in Maine, 
chiefly for consnmption in the forest by the lumbermen. At this 
establishment, 262lbs. of greE'1l fish were weighed as a quintal. 

The practice of taking herrings on the spawning ground, at the 
Southern Head of Grand Manan, was reprobated by Mr. Neill, as 
highly detrimental to the herring fishery generally; the quality of 
the herring caught there, and the careless manner in which they 
were cured from want of time, were also stated to be highly inju
riollS to the market, as depreciating the value of herrings which 
are really good and wen cured. An inspection· of herrings, Mr. 
Neill said, was greatly required, in order to raise their character 
~n distant markets-the herrings taken on the "l'ipplings," about 
six miles from Grand Manan, were said to be good fish, and needed 
only proper care and inspection tp be highly prized abroad. 

A visit wa&" paid at Indian Island to Mr. James Chaffey, an 
aged man, of much intelligence, who has long resided there. Mr. 
Chaffey said, tJ;1at herrings were not so abundant now, as twenty 
years since; of late years the quantity has fallen off greatly, and 
t~ey are now m~1Ch smaller. He did not consider the weirs injll
r1OU8 to the hemng fishery, but thonght the mis.ief was done at 
Grand Manan. 

When Mr. Chaffey first went to Indian Island, britt were very 
abundant; they averaged about three inches in length. These little 
fish were exceedingly valuable as food for larger fish, but from 
som~ unaccountable cause, they have altocrether disappeared not 
a single specimen having been seen for theOlast ten years. ' 
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With some trouble the number of fishing boats and vessels, at 
the folJ.owing localities in West Isles, was procured, viz :-Clam 
Cove, Cummin's Cove, Mill Creek, Chocolate Cove, Leonard's 
Cove, Lord's Cove, Bean's Island, Mowat's Harbour, Adam's 
Island, Parker's IslaHd, Minis~el"s Island, Hardwood Island, Fish 
Island, North West Harbour, Northern Cove, and Indian Island. 
The whole nurnber-of boats was ascertained to be 99; and Jf decked 
vessels, 27, of 577 tons register. 

The Coast from L'Etite Passage to Point Lepreau. 

The fishermen on this coast pay more attention to farmillg than 
those of West Isles; the character of the fish are the same, except 
that the hake are in greater abundance near the shore, {)wing to 
the bottom being soft. 

Captain J edediah Califf has lived at L' Etang Island, entrance 
af L'Etang Harbour, for thirty years. He stated, that bake is 
the principal fishery near tbat place ~ it begins in J aly, and con
tinues until November. Tbe fishing for cod is chiefly in the 
spring and autumn; Pollack fishing is had during the summer, as 
the fish strike ill-they nm about ,35 to the quintal. Herrin!!s are 
taken during nearly the whole year, more or less being caught every 
month.; tbey do not catch any ef the large fish, known as" Quoddy 
River Herrings," but they take the" blue-blacks," or " English 
Herrings," as the fishermen t~rm them-these are the fish desig
nated by naturalists in America, clupea eZ()ngata, or, the common 
herring. There are four brush weirs at L'Etang, intended to take 
small herrings for smoking. The catch has greatly fallen off lat
terly, and this, Captain Califf attributed to the enormous destruc
tion of spawning herrings, and their spawn. at Grand Manan; 
he has been there during the fishing season, and seen their herring
spawn, after being shaken from the nets, shove'lled out of the boats 
like sn.oV\·l 

In the dead of winter, herrings frequently enter L'Etang Har
bour in large quantities; they are then taken in "set-nets" of 30, 
fath'Oms in leNgth, and 150 meshes deep-the size of the mesh, 
.2 inches. 

The boats in. use along the ooast, are frolll 16 to 22 feet in 
length, chiefly built of pine; some fishermen put in a few stTeaks 
of birch; the stern, stern-post, and keel. are ali-ays of birch. 

When the fishermen need bait during the summer, they" drive" 
the henings with torches, and in that. way pwcure the quantity 
they require. It appeared that herrings would still" drive" in this 
locality, probably from the sch\111s not being broken up, as else
where, by numerous brush wiers. 

Between L'Etite Passage and Point Lepreau, the number of 
:fishing boats w~ foun,d to be 90 in all, averaging three men each. 
These boats chiefly belong to Back Bay, L'Etang, Beaver Har
bour, Seely's Cove, Crow Harbour, Deadman's Harbour. Bliss' 
Island, and Mace"s Bay, where the fishermen are principally set
iled • .and cultivate 'the soil to some extent. 
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The Wolves. 

This duster of Islands l'ies at some distance from the mainland; 
on the largest of the group there is Gne family, that of James Paul, 
who constitute the only inhabitants. The fishing around these 
Islands is chiefly in the spring, for cod, which remain about a 
month; and in the autumn for hake, during a shmt time. The 
best fishing for cod is on a bank, about nine miles S.S.E. from·the 
Wolves, npon which, in M.ay, some fine fish may be taken. There 
is also herring fishing occasionally; and fishermen from St. John 
encamp on these Islands, when fish are to be had in their vicinity. 
The Wolves are not greatly esteemed by fishermen as a fishing 
station. 

During the past season, several hundred barrels of mackerel 
were caught (chiefly by fishermen from Eastport) between the 
Wolves and the entrance to L'E.tang; the British fishermen w.ere 
not equipped for this fishing, or else they did not understand how 
to pursue it, for they caught a very few fish on days when Ameri
can vessels made a capital catch. 

The value of the Fisheries at West Isles. 
Since this Report was written, a return has been receIved from 

Mr. John Alexander, of Campo Bello, (}f the valup of the fish. 
taken in one spason, bv the fishermen of 'Vest Isles, which is 
here given. It will be" observed, that Mr, Alexandpr states the 
number of open boats at 200, which is believed to be more than 
strictly belGng ttl the Parish of West Isles; the return probably 
includes boats belonging to the neighbouring Parishes of Saint 
George and Pennfield, on the mainland, which fish on the same 
grounds-in snch case, it may be deemed quite correct:-
Retllm if tke quantity and vaTue rif Fish taken in one sea.lon by the Fishermen 

of West isles, in boats, decked vessels, and fish.toein owned by them. 

lloats, VesseJs I I I 
. and. Noof Quantities and description ofFIsh. Average 

. F:5h~welfs. Men. price. 

20U open 500 2U,OUO qts. pollack and hake, p qt., 5s. tid. 
boats. SOO brls cod and haddock, p brl., 1 (ls. 

27 decked 
vessels, 577 
tons register. 

7 weirs •. 

2,000 brls. herrings, per brl., 12s. 6d. 
400 brls. oil, per brl., 65s •.• 

156 3,750 qts. cud, per qt., J Is. 3iL 

I 
·SOO qts. pollack, per qt., 5s: Gd. 

1,500 brls. herrings, per brl. 12s, 6d. 
50 brls. oil, per brl., 658. 

35 5,000 bxs smoked herringsl pbx.. Is. 6d. 

Total value, 

Amouut . 

£5,50U 0 0 
400 0 0 

1,250 0 0 
1,300 0 U 
2,109 7 6 

220 0 0 
937' 10 0 
162 10 () 
375 (I 0 

£12,254 7 6 

RECAPITULATION. 

20,SOO quintals Pollack and Hake 
3,750 quintals Cod,. •• •• ' 
3,500 barrels Herrings, •• 

SOO barrels Cod and HaQdock 
450 barrels Oil, •• • : 

5,000 boxes Smoked Herrings, 

•• £5,720 0 0 
•• ' 2,109 7 6 

2,IS7 l() 0 
40U 0 0 

•• 1,462 10 0 
." 375 0 0 

£12,254 7 6 
Campo Bell()~ February .. 1851~ J, ALEXANDER ... 
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With reference to this return, it may be remarked, that the 
decked vessels of West Isles, like those of Campo Bello, follow 
the fisheries at Grand Manan, on the shores of Nova Scotia, and 
elsewhere, during the season, with much diligence and perseverance, 
and as appears by this return, with very considerable success. 

Eastport. • 

As the fishermen of vVest Isles, Campo Bello, and Grand Manan, 
find their chief market at this border town of the United States, 
the fishing establishments there were visited and examined. 

TllE'se establishments are all 610se to the water side, with 
convenient wharves. landing placps, cranes for hoisting, and easy 
stairs; the wharf room in each case is ample, and generally well 
planked over. The buildings consist of large warehouses for salt 
and materials; buildings for storing and packing pickled fish, and 
stores for dry fish; and a large shop for cotton and woolen goods, 
groceries, alld a full supply of every description of article usuall:r 

required by fishermen or their families-beyond the buildings on 
the landward side, is usually a field covered with fish-flakes, for 
the cure of dry fish_ 

During the past year, the decennial Gensus of the United States 
was taken, and the writer was kindly permitted by Mr. Charles 
Loring, one of the Assistant Marshals of Maine, to extract from 
the Returns compiled by him, the following official estimate of the 
products of the fisheries at Eastport, as returned by him to the 
Government of the United States :- . 



Products o/industl'Y in Eastport, in Ihe County oJ Washington, Siale oJ ,Ifa;"e, durin!) the yeaI' ending lsi June, 1850, enumel'ated'by Charle.' Loring, Assistant ]flars1lat. 

Capital Ill-

vested Kind of 
in real and Raw materials used motive 
personal including fuel. Value. power,rna-
estate in chiner)" 

the &c. 
busine~s. 

hry Pike, $5000 4UUU busbe15 salt, $1~UU band and 
20 cords wood, 50 boat, 

vessel, 

I S. Treat, 6000 15 tuns Salmon and Lobsters, 3000 hand and 
20 tons Meats, 3500 boat, 
16 tons Vegetables, 2700 
150 hushels Salt, 45 
20 cords wood, 50 

V. Bucknam, 5000 4000 bushels Salt, I~OO do. 

s Bucknam, 4500 3500 bushel. Sal t, 1050 do. 

A .cknam & Co., I 4000 2500 bushels Salt, 750 do. 

J ucknam, 3000 2000 bushels Salt, 600 do. 

;J rench, 6000 2750 bushels Salt, 825 do. 

Average 
number of Average 

hands monthly 

employed. wages. 

35 $7UO 

6 iOO 

30 600 ..,. 

45 900 

42 800 

30 600 

25 500 

25 500 

Quantities. 

..... 

4UOO quintals dry Fish, 
2000 barrels Helrings, 
1500 boxes smoked Ditto, 

150 barrels Mackerel, 

9000 cans Salmon and J,obsters, 
8000 cans Meat, 
1000 cans Vegetables, 
2000 boxes Herrings, 

3000 quintals dry Fish, 
2000 barrels Herrings, 
2000 barrels pickled Fish, 

100 barrels Oil, 

3000 quintals dry Fish, 
1000 barrels pickled Fish, 
200 ba!Tels Oil, 

2000 barrels Herrings, 

3000 quintals dry Fish, 
2000 barrels Herrings, 

50 barrels Oil, 

2000 barrels Herrings, 
2000 quintals dry Fish, 
100 barrels Oil, 

3000 quintal. dry Fish, 
2000 barrels Helrings, 

503 barrels pickled Fi,b, 
150 !Jarrels Mackerel. 

T 

Value. 

$: ~--

-

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 
$85,800 

..... 
t~ o 

~ 
~ ... 
c 
;::1 

;::;:. 
Cl> 

~ 
'n' ;:,... 
Cl> 
~ 
~. 

'''' 
~: 
~, 

~ 
~ 

~ 
~. 

t....c:... ~ 

10:" 
~ 
;:! 

~ 
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In proportion to the number of men employed, this return of 
products is very great; but it mnst be borne in mind, that the fish 
are chiefly caught by British fishermen, and carried over to East
port, either quite fresh, or only pickle-salted. 

The establishment of Upham J. Treat, mentioned in the fore
going return, is on Allen's Island, between Eastport and the 
neighJ:lOuring town of Lubec. A t this place, there is a very large 
weir for taking herrings, in which considerabl~ numbers are caught. 
The arrangements for putting up salmon and lobsters in tin cases 
hermetically sealed, are very excellent, besides wHich fresh vege
tables, (green peas and Indian corn) with poultry, and several 
descriptions of meat, are also put up, in similar manner. 

The fresh salmon put up here, are brought in ice from the 
Harbour of Saint John. The lobsters are brought in smacks, with 
wells, from the westward; when too many arrive at one time, they 
are placed in the tide, in a sort of crib, or p'ound, enclosed with 
high palings, and there fed until they can be .boiled and packed. 
The first supply of lobsters in the spring comes from the vicinity 
of Portland; as the season advances, they are taken further east; 
in August, the supply came from East Machias. The price paid 
at this establishment for lobsters, is five dollars per hundred, equal 
to three pence cmrency each lobster. When the place was visited. 
on the 20th Augnst, no less than 1200 lobsters were, boiled and 
packed on that day. It was observed, that a great proportion of 
the lobsters were males, many of tlwm of exoeedingly large size; 
these were boiled 35 minutes. The smaller lobsters (females) 
were only boiled 27 minutes; these were kept apart from the 
others, and put np separately, as a better article, the meat being 
finer, and the flavour much superior. 

The white meat only of the lc.bster-that which is contained in 
the claws and tail part-.is picked out in a very expeditious manner, 
and placed in the tin cases; all the rest of the fish is thrown away, 
or rather, is carted away to the compost heap. 

The smoked fish here, appeared of small size, and were not well 
cured. Tllt'y had Hot a good colour, and hung far too near the 
fire to be of good flavour. The smoke honses were altogether too 
low, and too warm for curing fish of good quality; in this respect, 
the A mericans seemed no better than their neighbours on the other 
side the boundary. 

In order to procure exact information, the fish stores of Mr. 
John French, at Eastport, were visited on the 22d A ugust, and 
Mr. French himself gave every facility, for which the writer's best 
acknowledgments are due. 

Mr. French stated, that he had been twenty four years engaged 
in the fish business at Eastport. He was then taking in dried cod 
at $2.50 per quintal, and pollack, hake, and haddock at $ I .00 per 
quintal. Of green fish, he weighed 262l:bs. as a quintal, at the 
same prices, but the pay was not so good-that is-the pay was 
all in goods, and not partly in cash, as for dry fish. This weight, 
Mr. French admitted, would lliake more than a quintal of dry fish, 
especjally at that season of the year. Pickled cod were purchased 
at $1.7.5 for 2001bs.; for the scale fish, the price was $1.00 for 
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2001bs., payable, in both cases, .in goods. The prices of some of 
the goods delivered in payment were as follows :-Molasses, 35 
cents per gallon; flour, $6.25 per barrel; tobacco. 25 cents per 
ponnd; pilot bread, 5 cents per pound; navy bread, 4 cents per 
pound; pork, 10 cents per pound. Thes~ articles were all of 
good qnality, the pilot and .navy bread esp~clally. 

The Grand Manan hernngs are bought IJ1 bulk by Mr. French, 
at $l.f)() for 200lbs; with the price of the barrel, and expense of 
packing, they cost at Eastport $2.50 per barrel, when ready for 
shipment, VIi hich is just the pric!:' they sell for at Boston-the profit 
is made on the goods that are given in payment. It was noticed 
here, that the chimes of the herring barrels were twice as deep as 
those of English barrels; they hold can-hooks better, and are 
considered superior in other respects. 

Fish oil was purchased by Mr. French at $16 per barrel, a 
higher price than usual, the article being scar~e and in demand. 
In the early part of the season, it takes the livers of 100 quintals 
of pollack to make a barrel of oil; but as th~ season advances, 
the fish become in better condition, and the livers of 25 quintals 
will make a barrel. ' 

Porpoise oil was bought at $1 per gallon. An Indian who was 
delivering some of this oil to Mr. French, stated that ten gallons 
of oil were' usually obtained from six porpoises. . 

It was said by Mr. French, that when he first commenced 
business at Eastport, the pollack were taken of very large size; 
they have since constantly diminished, and are still diminishing. 
The small pollack-which the fishermen call "harbour pollack"
when caught formerly, were thrown back into the sea, but now 
they are split and dried with the others. The decrease in the size 
of the pollack was supposed to arise· from the great destruction of 
small herrings in the weirs, thus diminishing the quantity of food 
for the pollack. 

Prior to 1839, there was excellent mackerel fishing in tht' 
vicinity of Grand Manan; the~e fish then entered the Bay of 
Fundy in immense schulls, and the American fishers took them in 
large quantities. But since 1839, the mackerel seem to have 
shifted their ground, as no large body of these fish has been seen 
.in the Bay since that period. Mr. French stated, that he had spell 
large mackerel, as fat as any he ever saw, which were taken on 
cod-hooks, ia deep water neal' Grand Mallan. during the winter 
season; and he adduced this as a proof, that mackerel do not leave 
the coast, but merely retire into deep water during the winier. 

Lubec. 

At this town, which is about three miles from Eastport, and 
very close to Campo Bello, great quantities of smoked herrings are 
put up a1lnually; at one period, no less than 60,000 boxes were 
cured every season, but the quantity has considerably diminished 
o~ late years. ~here are numerous smoke houses along the water 
SIde, most of wInch are open to the objection of heating rather 
than coolly smoking the fish, as ought to be done to en~ure fine 
colour ~nd good flavour, as well as freedom from taint or rancidity. 
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In the passage between Campo Bello and West Quoddy, just 
beyond Lubec, there are extensive weirs on both sides, ou·t to 
the very ellge of the ship channE'l; in some places the weirs 
approach each other so closely, as b leave but narrow space 
between. The channel bE'ing crooked as well as narrow, it is 
difficult for a vessel to get through safely after nightfall, espeeially 
if the night be at all dark or foggy. The steamer " Commodore,'~ 
having on board a party of Llelegates to the Railroad Convention 
at Portland, in July last, attempted to pass out to sea by this 
passage during a foggy ·night, but was fairly caught in one of the 
weirs, and was compelled to remain there uutil daylight. The 
misadveuture occasioned some witty, and piquant remarks, at the 
Convention, in connection with the discussion of steam naviga:ion 
across the Bay of Fundy, in connection with a Railway through 
the western part of Nova Scotia. 

A legal gentleman at Eastport was asked, if the laws of Maine 
permitted the erection of weirs, in this passage, to such an incon
venient extent; it was stated in reply, that the law neither 
sanctioned their construction, neither did it forbid their being 
placed there. The weirs had been standing in West Quoddy 
passage, this gentl(>man said, for several years without let or hin
drance; and as the law was silent on the subject, the proprietors 
conceived they had obtained what they called" negative approval." 

In the channel between Lubec and Eastport, very large and 
fine scallops were formerly fOllnd, and in all probability tbey may 
be found there still. Major General H. A. S. Dearborn, U.S.A., 
now Mayor of Roxbury, in a letter to the writ~r, says :-
. "I was at Eastport in 1849, and obtained very large and excellent scallops

pecten-but differing from pecten concentricus, on the coast of l\Iass"chussett~, 
being foor times as large; many of them were ~ix inches in diameter. I osed 
a dredge. net, and procured them, bet<l'een Eastport and thl1 we "tern end of 
Campo Belio, in mid-channel, where the water was six to nine fathoms in depth." 

The dredge-net might again be pmployed in this, as well as 
other localities in the Bay of Fundy, with advantage; it would 
perhaps bring to light some varieties of fish not generally known 
at present, especially of flat-fish, resembling plaice and sole, which 
are believed to exist in the Bay. With regard to scallops, it may 
be stated, that they are frequently taken, in considerable quantities. 
and of the large size mentioned by General Dearborn, at Mace's 
Bay, ~orthwest of Point Lepreall, where extensive beds of tbis 
peculiar shell-fish are known to exist. Of late, the edible portion 
of these large scallops has been put up by a noted preserving estab-. 
lishment at New York, and sold in glass bottlps at a high price, 
as an unusual luxury. They are mlAch esteemed, and sell readily; 
so this branch of business is open to the people of New Brunswick, 
who have.a large supply of the scallop, easily accessible. 

Tlte Fisheries oj the River Saint Crui.T. 

As several complaints were made to the writer of the state of 
the fisheries in the tide-way of the Saint Croix, near St. Stephen 
and Mill Town, these places were visited in Septempler last. 

The River St. Croix being the boundary between the British 
Colonies and the United States, the. jurisdiction of New. Bruns-



124 Report on the Fisheries in the Bay of Fundy. 

~ick only extends !o the centre of the channel of the river; .the 
remp,ining portion IS unde.r the. control of. the State ~f Mame. 
The fisheries on the American sIde of the river, are subject to the 
supervision of the Fishery Committee of the town of Calais. 
whose duties are nearly similar to those of th\l Overseers of the 
Fisheries in New Brunswick. 

The lower dam on the St. Croix is in the tide-way, between 
St. Stephen and Mill Town, at a place formerly called the Middle 
Landing; it is a high solid dam" from bank to bank; and upon it 
there are a number of mills-it is called the Union Mill Dam. 
A bove the back-watpr occasioned by the Union Dam, are the 
Salmon Falls; the St. Croix is here very narrow, and thpre is 
considerable fall over a rugged ledge of rocks. Piers for a railway 
bridge were being placed in the river at these falls, upon which, it 
i8 said, a factorv is to be erected. Npxt above the Salmon Falls, 
are the extensi~e mills and dams at Mill Town, almost filling the 
rivir for some distance. At the American town of Baring, five 
miles above St. Stephen, there i8 a third dam on the river, 
extending from side to side. There is a square opening in this 
dam, intl:'nded for sluicing logs whl:'n the river is low-this is termed 
a "fi8h-way,"-for which, however, it is said not to answer. About 
six miles above Baring, at Sprague's Falls, there is a solid dam 
across the river, called the" driving dam;" in that there is no 
provision whatever for the passage of fish. 

On examning the Union Mill Dam, it was found that there was 
no fish-way. There is a sort of "roll" on the top of the dam, 
over which the waste water passes, and it was said that fish could 
get over at high-water; if so, it is most probable that salmon only 
could effect the passage-if other fish do get over, it must be with 
great difficulty and vl:'ry rarely. 

At M ill Town, owing to the peculiar formation of the ledg-es on 
which the varions dams are placed, there is a narrow channel, up 
which fish may pass, if it is kept free from obstructions. This 
channel was fonnd closely jammed with logs, and the water being 
low, no fish, even of the smallest size, could pass. It was stated 
by the millmen at this place, that when the water is high in the 
spring, at the nsual time for the passage of fish, the fish-way is 
constantly filled ovith edgings, rinds, and rubbish, from the mills 
above, so that it rarely happens a fish can get through. . 

. Mr. Edward Sydney Dyer. who resides at Calais, stated that 
hIS father's rl:'sidence was npar the Salmon Falls; he was born 

, there, and resided beside those falls until after he attained to man
hood. About thirty years since, salmon, shad, and gaspereau, 
were exceedingly abundant in the St. Croix; the average catch 
at the Salmon Falls was 200 salmon per day, for three months in 
each season. The gaspereau came in such quantities, that it was 
supposed they never conld be destroyed; and th.e numbere gf shad 
were almost incredible. 

Up t? 1825, the dams ?n t~e river were provided with fishways, 
and winle these were maintained th~ fisheries of the river did not 
di~inis~; but in that year the Union Dam, (the lowermost), was 
bUIlt WIthout a fish-way, and the fisheries instantly fell off con-.. , 
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tinning to diminish ever since, and now they can scarcely be said 
to exist. In 1846, the Union Dam was swept away by a great 
flood, and fish got up the river; for two years after there was 
very good fishing, but the rebuilding of the darn again put a stop 
to it. 

Ninian LyIidsay, J.~squire, of Saint Stephen, one of the Overseers 
of the Fishery for that Parish; described the qnantities of fish 
which formerly ascended the Saint Croix, as something almost 
miraculous. The fishing in the river was good until a short time 
after the Union Dam was built; since which it has fallen off 
amazingly. G.asperrau have b.ecome very scarce indeed, although 
forrr.erly thousands of barrels were taken in the river. No shad 
are now caught above the tide, and but few brlow. Before 1825, 
shad were taken at the Salmon Falls, by a large dip-net, attached 
to a long swinging pole, like a well pole. The net was heavily 
leaded to make it sink in the swift water; it was then swung 
round, and it was not at all uncommon to take two or three barrels 
of shad at a single dip of the net. Mr. Lyndsay mentioned, that 
some years since he knew a man who stood on a jam of logs, brIow 
the Salmon Falls, with a dip-net, and who, in a single day, caught 
118 salmon! The whole catch of salmon, in the St. Croix, during 
the past season, according to Mr. Lyndsay's estimatr, would not 
exceed 200 fish, and a proportion of these were salmon out of 
season, lingering below the Union Darn, and endeavouring to 
ascend. 

In Mr. Lyndsay's opinion, sufficient fish-ways might be placrd 
in each of the dams on this river, without injury to the mills or 
water-power, if the mill proprietors could be compelled to construct 
such fish-ways, and keep them free from obstructions. This, he 
said, was admitted by the mill owners; but the law was not 
sufficiently stringent in its provisions to enable the Overseers to 
compel the opening of the fish-ways, for which more summary and 
efficient powers were required. It was also statrd by Mr. Lynd
say, that the Fishery Committee of Calais, had expressrd their 
r~adinesijj and anxiety to co-operate'with the Overseers of Fi~heries 
in Saint Stephen, in measures for opening the river, and preserving 
its valuable fisheries. 

An interview wa& also had at St. Stephen with William Porter, 
Esquire, another Overseer of the Fishery there, whose statements 
weJ;e similar to those of Mr. Lyndsay. Sl1bsequentIy, those gEm
tlemen addressed a letter to t-he writer, which is here given in 
full :-

" Saint Stephen, 6th December, 1850. 
" Sm,-;-W e have received your circular letter of 12th A ugust, relative to the 

fisheries, and in reply, beg to state, that from the first settlement of this country 
up to the year 1825, there was annually a great abunda,nce of salmon, shad and 
gaspereau in the Saint Croix; in fact, so plentiful were the latter, that vessels 
from Rhode Island, of 100 to 150 tons burthen, followed the fishing bu.;iness on 
this river, and were never known to leave without full· cargoes. They had 
estahlishmeuts on the American side of the river, where thl'Y salted the gaspe
rean in vats, amI repa~ked them in barrels, for the West India market. There 
were also several seines belonging'to the inhabitants, which were worked in the 
tideway of the river, the owners of whic.h put up, annually, from 1500 to 2500 
barrels of gaspereau for exportation, besides a sufficiency for country use. 
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" At the same time shad were taken in great quantities; very frequently, 
more than one hundred would be caught ir a ~mall net, iu a single night. These 
fish were also caught iu large numbers at the salmon falls, by dip ·nets, where 
also "aIm on were taken in abundance. , 

.. We have known a lad, fifteen years of age, take 500 salmon during one 
Feason; and we have known one man with a dip. net, at the salmon falls. take. 
90 to 100 salmon, two Jays in sl1cce~sion. Up to 1826, these Stalmon were sold 
at four to five cents per pound; their average weight was about ten pounds each. 
After the Union mill·dam was built in 1825, the fisheries fell off very soon; and 
continued to diminish until 1846, when that dam VIas partly swept away. Then 
the salmon again got up the river, in considerable numbers, so that in 1848, to 
the joy and surprise of the inhabitants, they were quite numerous; but the re
building of the dam once more stopped them, and they have since diminished 
hath in size and numbers. V try few indeed now get up the ri·ver, and we there~ 
fore advise, that an Act he passed at the next Session of the Legislature, giving 
the power of getting at offender. in a more summary manner, as it never will do 
to lose so great a source of wealth, when it can be so readily preserved . 
. "The Gr'tnt from the Crown, of the premis~s on which the Union Dam is 

built, is subject to conditions, with reference to the passage of fish, which have 
not been complied with, and it has thereby become forfeited. It is to be hoped, 
that after yonr Report is presellted, the Attorney General will take steps to 
enforce the conditions of the G.rant, or else to revest the premises in the.Crown. 

Respectfully yours, &c. 

To M. H. Perley, Esqaire. 

WM. PORTER, 

:-r. LYNDSAY. 

The premises on whicll the Union Dam stands were granted to 
Abner Hill, of Saint StepllPl1, by letters patent, dated 10th Decem
ber, 1824, which contains very special provisions. There is a 
recital, that A bner Hill tlw grantee, had presented a petition, setting 
forth that there is a good site for erecting Mills in the river Saint 
Croix, opposite the dwelling house of Robert Hitchings,' at a place 
commonly called the Middle Landing, which is nearly midway 
between the Saltwater Falls, so called, and the falls below the Mills 
at Milltown, called the Fishing Falls, and praying a grant of the 
premises; that the petition had been referred to the Justices of 
the Peace in the County of Charlotte, to report if there was any 
objection to its prayer; and that the J nstices, in Sessions, had 
recommended that it should be complied with. The premises 
described in Mr, Hill's petition are then granted to him under several 
restrictions and conditions; the undistulbed right of fishino- in the 
riYer is expressly reserved to nis Majesty, a,nd all his s~bjects. 
Among other conditions of the grant are the following :_ 

" Provided also, and this 'Grant is upon. condition that the said A bner Hill 
his heirs and assigns, shall and will eause a good an'd sufficient fish~way to b~ 
made in each and every mill-dam, which may be erected and constructed in the 
said river, 01~ th~ said premises} and that the same fish· way, or fish.wa;s, shall 
always be mamtamed and kept In snch a state of rl'paration, so that the passage 
of the fish to and from the sea may not be impeded by ~uch dam or dams' and 
also upon this further condition, that a free passage shall always be left f~r the 
fio.ati~g down of ton timber, logs, and other lumber, from the upper parts of the 
smd rIver, by all apd every of ou.r subjects. And it. is our will and pleasure, 
an? we. do ~ereby expr;sEly ordam and declare, that'in case the said Abner 
HIll, hIS hel:~ and ~sslgn~, shall not, or do not, fulfil and perform the said 
sever~1 condItIOns, III every part thereof, according to .the true intent and 
meamng of the. same, then, thIS Grant shall be void, and of no effect, and the 
land and premIses beresy Intended to be granted, shal.! revert to, and revest in 
us, our heirs and successors." 
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In the face of so special a condition, it is reany surprising, that 
the proprietors of the Union Mill-dam should so long have been 
permitted to evade its fulfilment, to Ute very great da,magc, and 
almost the destruction of the fisheries of the Saint Croix. A scire 
facias on the part of the Crown, to enquire as to their compliance 
with the provisions of the grant, would no doubt quicken the 
perceptions of the proprietors as to the necessity of fulfilling those 
conditions, truly and fairly. Upon the proprietors of the Union 
Dam must rest much of the blame, for the damage that has been 
done by obstructing the free passage of fish; although there is no 
doubt that the dams higher up in the river, have contributed their 
share, toward the general injury, for which there is such just ground 
of complaint. 

When the Union Dam was visited on the 4th September, there 
were two salmon nets set, in open daylight, just below the wast@>
way; they were both on the British side of the river. One of the 
nets was a very long one, and the two were so arranged, that it 
was almost impossible for a salmon to reach the dam; but, as iftu 
prevent even that possibility, there was also a net on the American 
side. Not far below the dam, a party of Passamaquoddy Indians 
were encamped for the purpose of spearing salml)l1 by torch light; 
the fish not captured, were turned back by the-nets, and then fell a 
prey tothe Indians. At this late period of the year, the salmon were, 
of course, out of season, quite black, and almost worthless. If this 
state of things be permitted to exist during another se.ason, the last 
remnant of the once valuable and extensive fisheries of the Saint 
Croix will be wholly extinguished. 

The two great branches of the Saint Croix, with their numerous 
tributaries, and the large lakes at the head of each branch, present 
every variety of river, lake, and stream, adl'!pted to the breeding 
and feeding of fish. When this is considered, it is not at all sur
prising, that stich great and almost incredible bodies of salmon, 
shad, and gaspereaux, as are described by evpry old resident, 
should have passed through the na1'l'OW gorges of the Lower Saint 
Croix, in their annual migrations from the sea. The wide-spread 
extent and the magnitude of the inland waters connected with the 
Saint Croix, are so well adapted to the propagation of fish on a 
large scale, and are such favourite places of resort for all that can 
reach the ancient haunts of the variolls species, that it will be 
highly discredita"ble to allow the extinction of the fisheries of this 
river, now threatened with total annihilation._ 

From Point Lepreau to tlte Harbour of St. John. 

'fhere are several harbours and inlets along this line of coast; 
but owing to its rocky and rugged character, the settlements are 
limited, and the inhabitants are not numerous. There are no 
regular fishing establishments; the settlers, in connection with the 
cultivation of the soil, follow fishing, chiefly with the view of 
supplying the market at Saint John with fresh fish. 

The principal fisheries are those for cod and herrings; small 
haddock are also taken during the summer, but hake and pollack 
are comparatively rare. Along the coast from Point Lepreau up 
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to Negro Head, just below the entrance to S.aint John~ cod are 
taken with the long-line (or bultow) from ChrIstmas until the first 
of June; the best fishing is in April and May-after that the cod 
follow the English herrings (clupea elongata) up the Bay. The 
long lines, or bultows, with 350 to 600 hooks, are set at the distance 
of one to two miles from the shore, in about 18 fathoms water. 
The hooks are on snoods, 3 feet in length, which are placed 7 feet 
apart on the "back," or long line. . 

In the autumn, when the herrings again appear along this shore, 
cod are taken with hand-lines, on the "slacks" of the tide. In 
November last, fine cod averaging about 30 to the quintal, Wf?re 
taken by hand-line fishing, between Musquash and Lepreau. ~'\ t 
that time, very fine herrings had made their appearance, requiring 
nets with 2~ inch mesh; these continued to increase in numbers until 
J"'nual'y,-and whilp, this report is being written, they are taken daily 
in considl.'rable quantities. The appearance of large bodies of her
ring so close to the shore, during the depth of winter, is an unusual 
circumstance; in general, they do not approach this coast until 
the latter part of winter, or in early spring, and then only in mode
rate numbers.* 

The fishermen of Saint John also prosecute the fis4eries for cod 
and herring on this shore, in their own boats and vessels, whenever 
fish are to be had. During the early part of summer they also 
drift all along this coast, at some distance from the land, for salmon, 
while later in. the season they drift over the same ground for the 
sea shad, then on the way to their feeding .grounds in the upper 
part of the Bay. 

There is an abundance of lobsters about Dipper Harbour, from 
which place the Saint John market is principally supplied; they 
are not large, rarely exceeding three pounds weight, and sell at 
three pence to six pence each, according to the season and the 
snpply brought in. If better arrangements were made for bringing 
these lobsters to market, and for keeping them alive, when brought 
in large qnantities, they could ·be sold even at less prices, with 
greater profit to the fishermen than at present. 

Fisheries wz'thin the Hm'bour of Saint Jolm. 

The Fisheries within this Harbour belong to the citizens of Saint 
John, by a special clause in the Royal Charter incorporating the 
City, and are therefore under the management and control of the 
Common Council, subject, however, to such enactments as are 
made by the Legislature, for the general regulation of the fisheries 
of the Province. 

The various fishing berths, or lots, within the harbour, are dis
posed of annu~l1y among the freemen of the City, and the widows 
of freemen, belJ1g residents, by lottery. The lots on the eastern 
side of the harbour appertain to the freemen on that side; while 
those on the western shore, b~long .exclusively to the freemen 

'While this Report is being printed, Mr. John Sandall, of Saint John writes as follows, 
~nder date .17th March, 1851 :-" At present, we ar~ taking herrings, iI~ nets of2t and 2i 
mch m~sh~ m great ab~nda':l.ce. 1 have never known them to be so plentiful at this season 
of the) eat. I should lmagme, that from 3000 to 4000 barrels have been taken within the 
last three weeks-the poor fishermen have great reason to be thankful. 
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resiiling th~r~, in that I~art of th~ City usually d~signat~d as 
Carleton. Th~re are from ~ighty to one hundr(,d lots, on ~ach 
side, which possess some valu~; varying from number on~, of late 
y~ars worth about £40, down to number ~ighty, which may be 
worth a dollar or even I('ss. 
Th~ mode of disposing of th" fishing lots in this harbour is highly 

objf'ctionable, and in direct violation of' the principles of thp Provin
cial enactlll~nts, which strictly pr()hibit lotteries in every forlll
this fishing lottery being alone excepted. When the City was first 
settled, sixty eight y~ars ago, and the population consisted of a 
few hundred families only, of whom very many were engaged in the 
actual business of rishing, it may have b~~n v~ry proper to dispose 
of the fishing stations among tllPm by lot, as the most simple 
and ~qllitable mode of annual distribntion. But the reason has 
ceased long since. The wpalth of the City has bpcomE' very 
considprahlp, and its population bas increased to 20,000, and 
upwards. The fishing lots arp now purchased by thp fishermen 
from those citizens, or widows of citizens, who are fortunate enough 
to draw good numbers in the lottery; and it is not at all uncommon 
for the w\'althiest persons in tbe City to be waitt'd upon by the 
hard-working fishermen, to know at what price tllPy will sell thpir 
" prize in the fisllPry." Th" sums rt'ceivpd by pprsons in ~asy 
circulIIstances for prizes in the fishery, are too oftE'n treated as other 
.. prizp 1lI1}11?y," and wastpd in the like mannE'r. • 

llistpad of distrib1:lting the fishing lots, as at prespnt~ in a manner 
which dops the lpast possible amount of good, and illflicts positive 
evil by induci,~g the spirit of gambling, with all its attendant evils, 

. it is proposed by the writpr, that the fisllPry numbers should be 
disposed of annually by auction, and the proceeds applipd to the 
format,ion of an educational fund, for the establishmpnt and support 
of a Public Free Scltool, in which the children, or orphans, of 
citizens, shall have a prefprpnce ovpr all otilPrs. 

Thpre may, pprhaps, be othpr obje0ts of pUb.1ic utility, to which 
the fund ari"in~ from the aunnal sale of the fishing lots might be 
judiciously applipd ; but there arp, probably, fpw which could be 
suggestpd, that would do more real good, or nlPet with more hearty 
alld cordial approbation from the great body of the citizens, than 
that which is pow propospd. It is belipved to be only necessary 
to draw the attention of the citizens of Saint John to the existing 
evil. and point out in what way it may be turned to a great public 
good, in order to have the object effected. 

The fisheries of the harbour are those for gaspereau, shad, and 
salmon, which enter it for the purpose of ascending the River Saint 
.John to their usual spawning grounds. The gaspprpau, (alosa 
tyrannus) enter thp harbour about the 10th of April, or very soon 
aft~r. The first of thpse fish was taken last ypar on the I ~th 
April; on the 22d they were abundant, and the fishing continued 
until about the 10th June. The shad (alosa sapidissima) make 
thpir appE'aranc~ about the middle of May; these ar~ cloSE'ly fol
lowed by the lordly salmon, (salmo salm',) which continue to pass 
in large numbprs until the first of August, although SO!ll~, chiefly 
grilse however, continue to be caught in the weirs untU the end of 
that month. • 

9 
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The followinO' letter from John Sandall, Esquire, who has long 
been actively ~ngaged in the fisheries. contains much valuable 
information in a condensed form:--

Saint John, N. B., 21st January, 185I. 
Sm,-In reply to your circular of 12th August, 1 b€g. to s.tate, that the g~s· 

pereau or alewivp~, !-pring shad, and salmon, are taken In thIS harbo?r by wens 
and drift·net~. The weirs are mode by setting up nets of ahnut 2~ ITlch mesh, 
upon tall poles. A great many salmon are taken o~tside of Partri~ge !sIan?, in 
tbe Bay, by drilt-nets. The fall shad are all taKen In the Bay, durlllg the I11ght. 
1I1~o "itb drift-nets. The drilt-nets for salmon and shad, are 40 meshes deep. 
and eal·h boat has 200 lathoms of net. 

.. I cannot say Hluch about the cod, pollaek. or mackerel fisheries, as it has 
been found, tbat they will 1I0t payout of tbis barbour • 

.. The gaspereau fi"hery commenr.es with us, as soon as the river opens, and 
continues about six weeks; this fishing depends in a great measure on the 
spring freshet. The spring shad come in about the middle of 1\1 ay, but thi~ 
fishery i~ of little consequence. Salmon fishing begins the middle of June, and 
contiuues until the first of August, but the weirs catch a few up to the end of 
th1t month. 

"The greater part of our ga,pereau are sbipped to Boston, and all our saimon 
:are spnt there, either packed iu ice or smoked, and we have to pay a doty of 20 
per cent. 

" Herrings are taken around Grand 1\J anan and West J sle~, by tOT(·h.light, and 
by hru,h.weirs; these weirs must destroy a great quantity nf fry every ~eason . 

.. The herrings and gasperean, as sooo as possible after being ('au~hr. are 
placed in casks for the purpose of being" stru(·k." as we call it; whpn sufficiently 
salted, they are packed in barrels, which should contain 200Ib.-. of !i,h, by the 
inspection law. but the law itself appears to have become a dead letter. It is 
de;:irable that we should have a good strict in,pection law; it would perhaps cost 
ns some sixpence or ninepence pEr barrel more than at ~resent, but 1 am 
confident we should he gainers by it. 

" 1 know of no fish being used as manure, hut it is notorious that the whole 
of. the Bay of Fundy is fished hy vessels /i'om the United ~tates. 

"The fishery in this harbour is gradually falling off, as I believe, from the 
great quantity of saw dust thrown into the harbour, and the erection. of sa'T 
mills, and mill dams, on the different streams falling intn the Saint John, to 
which tlie salmon and gaspereau u~ually re"ort to depo,it thpir spawn. 

" 1 wonld also mention, that in my opinion. the deep sea fishing will never be 
followed to any extent in thi~ Province, llnl~ss there i, ~011le encourng-ement 
granted to our fishermen in the shapl}' 0\' bounty, and also protection, hy com
pelling the A mericans to fhh within the Treaty limits. Gentlemen may talk 
about American enterprize, but give ns an equal chance with them, and if we 
do not ma~ch them, it is our own fault. The American Government not only 
grants theIr fishermen a bOllnty. but al~o a heavy protection, in the Rhape of 
duties Oll foreign·caught fish; and whell you consider. that aU our fish have to 
go to the States for a market, is it any wonder we cannot comprte with them? 

" I ·believe you are aware, that most of the young fi,hermen of Grand M anan 
are removing to the United State~, in consequence of the high waaes aiven the~ 
for [heir skill in fishing, and as Pilots ill the Bay of Fnndy. 0 0 

Your obed,ient servant, 

M. H. Perley, Esquire." 
JOHN SANDAU" 

In addition to this letter, Mr. Sandall has been good enot1"'11 to 
furnish thp- following, as his estimate of the. value of the fisheries 
in the Harbour of Saint John during the season of 1850:-

82,000 Salmon, which brought 5s. each, £8,000 
] 4,000 barrels of Gaspereau, at 15s. per barre], 10,.')0) 
The Shad fishery amounted fully to 1,500 

---
.. Total, £20,000 
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The prices thus stateu by Mr. Sandall, are those o~tained by 
the actnal fishermen, and at least twenty-five per cent. must be 
-addt'o for the net pri·oes recfivfd from abroad by the deah~rs, for 
the same fish. The persoDs who packed the salmon, in boxes 
with iee, for the Boston market, last Sf'ason, paid to the fishf'rmen 
an unvarying oontract price, Df five shillings for each fish, whether 
large or small, and there is good reason to believe, that the same 
;fish sold at the average price of ten shillings eacll, in Bost(jn. The 
.price of gaspfrean, espfcially if well cured, was in the same way, 
17s. 6d. per barrel. Mr. SandaU states the price obtained by 
the fishermen, after deducting the expense of the barrels and salt. 

rhe shad which pass up the river in the spring, are spawning 
lfish, of large size, heavy with roe, and very thin. As a matter of 
course: these fish have but little flavour, as compared witll the fat· 
and lusciolls sea shad, taken in the autumn, and are scarcely worth 
salting. The va)u-e of the shad fishery, stated above by Mr. 
Sandall, is that f8r sea shad, taken outside the Harbour, by dl'ifting 
<luring the night; shad so taken, although of very fair quality, are, 
however, inferior to those caught at the head of the Bay, which 
are fully described 1n the subsequent part of this Report. It is 
much to be -regretted, that the spring shad should be caught at 
all; they are of little value when taken, and their capture, by 
,destroying the breeding fish, tends greatly to the injury of the 
valuable shad fishery of the Bay, which ought to be moat carefully 
prt·served and protected. 

Their can be no doubt, that the large quantities of saw dust 
'Jtn(l rubbush from the saw mills, which have been cast into the 
barbour of late years, have been highly detrimental to the fisheries, 
-and most injurious to the harbour itself. ~'he writer's official 
duties', as Emigration Officer, during the last eight years, have 
rendered i~ necessary for him to be much afll)at within the harbour 
every season, and to visit Partridge J sland at its entrance very 
frequently. The damage done to the harbour within that period, 
and the injury to its navigation, especially for large vessels, can 
gcarcely be appreciated.by those who have not watched its progress, 
or examined its results. 

The great floods of the Saint John, occasioned by the melting of 
the snow and ice at the close of winter, or by heavv rains at other 
periods, bring down large quantities of fine silt, or "alluvial matter, 
rendering the water at those periods extrl'mely turbid. This allu~ 
vial matter encounters the saw dust in the harbour, and jointly, 
they form a deposit, which soon attains much selidity wherever it 
happens to rest. The western channel into the harbour has 
shoaled very considerably, as well from the deposit of silt anti saw 
dust, as the aggregation of slabs, rinds, and edgings, also sunk 
there; while the bar at the eastern end of Partridge Island, is 
fonnd ttl extend and increase year by year, threatening' to damage 
the eastern channel very considerably. 
. It is the opinion ()f several compett'nt persons, that an expendi

ture of £10,000 would not probably bring those channels into the 
same condition and fitness for navigation, as existed prior to 1840. 
Notwithstanding ,the able and careful Report of the Commissiopers 
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appointl>d to inq~lire i,:to the saw d'llS~ nllisanae in th!' Harbour of 
Saint .lolm, (prmtp'd 111 the .-\ppendn:: to the A"srmb)y Journals 
for 1849) the rvil win probah~y aontinoe to rncrrase, until the 
Legitlhtl;re is caHpd npon to make a largr appropriation for im
proving the navigation ?f this nne harbour, wh.icli ~llust 0(> done 
at no vt'ry distant oay, If the presen-t state' of thll'l'gs IS allowed to' 
continue. 

'Fht' wt'irs in the Harbour of Saint John, as dpsaribed by Mr~ 
Sandall, are made with nrts stretch'ed on long polrs, alld' tht'y are' 
al] dry at lovr water. From'the'bp/tcb, at high water, a lIt't is 
stretGhed ont toward low water mark, at right anglps to the shore;' 
this is callpd a leader- it srrves to conduct the fislr throngfr nar
row oprllill'gs, into the crl'cl'l'lar chamber, also fOfllwd' of nets Oil' 

poles, frolll which they are takrn when the tide is' out: ThiS' 
descrrptioll of weil' is sometimrs ca)]p'd a "fy k~:> - nothing call' 
escape from it, mileS'll it be so small as to' pass th~o'\1gh the meshes 
of the net. 

Great quantities of gaspereall and salmon aTe' takt'n' in the' har
bour by drift-nt'ts ; and although this mode of, fishing is- prohibited 
by law, yrt it is openly fvllowt'd in broad day Ii-ght. Some yt'ars 
ago, attf'mpts wt're made by the Overst't'rs of the Fisht'ry, to pre
vent drifting in the harbour; but lattrrly they havt> looked on 
qllit'tly, and altowed tht' fishermen to do- as th1'Y plt'asrd. 

The Comnwn Conncil have, mMe reCl'l'ltly, gone a stt>p fllrthp'r. 
By a bye-law for regulating the fisheries withrn the limits of the 
City of Saint John, passt'd by that body on the 4th Dect"1nber 
last, it is provided, that" Ill) drift-nel: shaH be used aftt>r the tt'ntn 
day of Junt', in any Yf'aI", for the purpose of catching fish, in any 
part of the Harbour 0" Saint John. on the wpsteriy sidt> of Partridge 
Island, lIor within, or to the northward of straight lines to \}P d'fawn, 
tht> one from a point commonly calle-d Black Point, on the wt>stprIl 
side of tht' said harbour, to' the most wt'sterly poi'nt on the said 
Island, and the otlwr from the most easterly point on the same 
J sland, to a point called Lower Battt>ry Point, on the t'astt'[n side 
of the said haroour, under the penalty of t.en pounds for each and 
every offrnce." 

Ti,is bye. raw, by impl!cation, sanctions the.use o-,f drift-nets up 
to the 10th day of J nne In each season, and IS behevt'd to be ill 

dirt'ct violation of the Acts of Assembly rplating to the fishrries. 
'Fhe use of nets on thE' Sabbath, is prohibited by the law of the 

Province, and although drift-nets are not genE'rally USE'd on that 
day within the Harbour of Saint John, yet it is not at aH unntlual 
to see th,E'm, employed on. the .S~lllday. by parties who' appE'ar 
perft'ctly'mdJfIerent to public 0pIllion, for no other force j·s used 
to prevent this dE'secration of the Sabbath. The werrs- are 
fished on that day, as on other days of the week, and they 
gE'nerally get a better catch 011 Sunday owing t<'T the drift-nets 
being IE'sS uSe'd. ' 

In Irelan?, whE're. this dE'sGription of weir is mnch emploYE'd for 
salmon fishmg outsIde, or to 8t'award, of the mout.hs ef rivers 
usually f~r,quented by salmon, it is required by law, that the nets 
8ha,l1 be hlted out of the water at the first time of low water after 
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-Saturday at n(}on, aHd tIH'Y must not be set again, until after 
sunrise on Monday morning.* 

This whole-SOllIe anJ jndici<Hls regulation, ought, for a varirty of 
!TPasons, to be strio1:ly rf.lfofcrd at Saint .John ; and it is so.mrwhat 
surprising that" The City Fathr:rs" should have neglected this 
·very important provision in their byr-law. 

If the citizrns of Saint John drsire tbat laws should be'made and 
:gtricly' enforced, for .the protect.ion and prr8t'rvation of fish after 
tht'y have asCt'ndrd tIlt' Saint John, and rpaclwd t.heir spawning 
grounds ·in its tributaries, tllt'y must .srt. the example of obedit'nce 
to the laws within their own limits, by fiShing in a fair and proper 
manner, and only dnring six days of the werle The fishrfmen.of 
Saint John exclaim loudly, ann not without causr, against mills., 
mill dams, and othrr .ohstaelps to tIlt' free passage oCthe fish up to 
tlwir spawning beds; thry drllollnce-in the.strongrst.mannrr, and 
vrry justly, the practice oJ taking salmon by torch and spear, after 
reaching those bt'ds, and when out of season; tbry drpn~eatr in 
nnnlf'asllred te.rm~, the casting of saw dust and mill rubbish, into 
streams freqnentpd by spawning fish, which is undoubtedly prodllc
tive of sl'rions injury to the fisherirs, by d,imini8hillg tl1f' propaga
tion of .the variolls s~cies which breE'<1 in fre~h water ~ bllt at the 
·same ~oriH:'nt, they arp very likely ]))'osecnting the fisherirs at the 
·entraNce of the Saint John ('vrry day in the w('ek, Sunday not 
~xcf'pted, and by modp.s of fishing, which in some .respects, .are 
.. equally objectionable, as .,"'ell as illegal. 

The River S(dnt Jo/tn and £t<3 Trioutarz'eso 

The gaspereau and shad rarely ascend the Saint John higher 
than F red,pricton, about eig.hty r.lliles from the sea,-four milE'S 
.above which the s,,;ift water alld strong rariils commence. Thrir 
favourite placf's of .resort an~ Darling's Lake, (a part of the 
Kennebecasi~ Rivt'r,) the 'Oelnmbog Lake,. the Wash.ademoak 
Lake, the Grand Lake, al:ul the OromoctoRiver~ all pieces.of 
"vater rather sluggish in their.character, and generally with muddy 
.bottoms. In passing 'up the rivers to their spawning grollnds, 
llJaIlY gasprreau and shad are caug'ht by the inhabitallts, chiefly 
,ourillg the night, inset-nets. 

Salmon.pr.oceed up the Saint ;}nhn to the Grand Falls, upwards 
.<{If ::!OO Illiles from the sea.; and they ascend many of its branches 
,and tributal'ies, for vrry cOllsideraule (]istancrs. The writer, at 
-various periods, and at different spasons of the 'year, having t~a
versed the Saint John, from Partridge Island to the hrad of Lake 
Temiscouata, (about 300 mites) and proceec1pd up Ilf'arly all its 
principal,tributarles, generally in l.ight canoes., is enabled to offer a 
general view of the state of the different rivers 'usually resorted to! 
by spawning fish from the sea. 

The first riNer which tl~e fish enter, after passing tb.e Falls above 
the Harhour of Saint John, is the 'KeIlIlPbk'C1lSis, flowing in from 
the. eastward. Salluon asce'1d the main stream to Sussex Vale; 
~lId also the Hammond River, olle of its brallchpR, to Titus' mill'. 

'~ee BrabaZOIl on the Deep Se~ Fisheries 01 Ireland, page 55, where also will be tOllnd 
.:a description oUhis mQde of nshiug, with dl'awings oIthe ue.ts, aud the manuer oJ arranging 
,>!.hem. . • 
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dam which has no fish-way, and st()PS their further progrf'SS' 
upw~rd to ~he!r former spavrni,!g ~rounds, vf'ry ~ar up that river~ 
From Darlmg s Lake to Titus milt-dam, on tIlls trlb-lltary, a,~d 
from Hampton Ferry to the head of Susst'x V~le, on the ~alI~ 
strf'am, the salmon are huntt'd and d'estroyed, 111 every possIble· 
way, by lH'tS, and with torch and spear,-in season. and .out of 
season. The inhabitants appear to bf' actuatf'd \Yy an .Insane 
desire to destroy every salmon which appears in thf'se ~ivers;. and 
110 sooner is. it reported, that salm(}n have been seen, many par
~icular pool, than the who-Ie lH'ighbonrhood is in comnwtion, with 
preparatiens f()~ their destruction -the fish are pnrslIf'd ~itb 
untiring zeal, until all aFe captured. except a very few, wInch,. 
perhaps~ escapt' to some place of slH'ltt'F and saff'ty. 

The next river, in asct'nding the Saint John, is tlw Nerepis~ 
which falls in from the westward. This. is a swift-flo-wing rivf'r" 
with a FflcJlY and gravf'lIy bf'd. 1n the summer SpaS(}I1, thf're is. 
but little watf'r in it; but it is sHbjPct to sndctm floods, from the 
high hills in its vicinity, which pour down gr.pat borlips of water 
after rain storms. Fortllnatt'l y ~ thpre ar,e no mi-ll-dams on this. 
river, aHd tlwrefore. no obstn'lCt:on, to thp free passage of fish. 
The spawnil'lg groHlJdsare far up-the J\"eft'pis, i-n St'cludt'd,places .. 
nt'ar springs of VPfY ("old watpf; and, ~.s the salmon are able to
l'each. these distant spots, thpy bl't'Pr! in comparati:vt' saff'ty. There
is a valuable salmon fishf'ry Iwal' the entrant.;e to this river, ali 
Brittain's POi~lt, (AlwingtoH :Ylanor,) where from t500' to 200() 
salm'ln, havf' been taken annually> for a long sllccession of years. 

The Washademoak is npxt ill o~rler, ilScending;. it pnters from 
the eastward. Gasperean alia shad go-into the lakp; but salmon
pass through it, and ascend the Nf'w Canaan Riv('\". wliic;h fef'Js it. 
Hpre tlwy art' caught in considerable Humbers, .vithout rpgard to<
season; but it is belif'vf'd that maRY 1ish are brpd· in thpse watpfS. 

The Jemseg is a narww, depp chann ... l. which CO-nJlfcts the-
Grand Lake with th.e River Saint John;. its entrance is· three-
miles above Gagetown, flowing in from the f'astward. SalmoIl!2 
pass thWllgb t!l.p Grand Lake, ill ordt'\" to ascend the Salmon and; 
Gasperf'au Rivers, at its f'astpm. extrpmrty. TIw Gaspert'au River 
is now barrpd at its vpry pntraf,]ce lJ,y a mill-dam, whi-ch wholly 
excludes fish from that river. The Salmon River was also barrp'ci
by a dam for some years; but this was swept away by a flood, 
alwut seven years ag.o, and salmon have rt'turned fu} the rivf'l in" 
large numbers, as it is a fa-vouritt' bref'dillg plae-"P. They art' •. 
bov:ever, poaclwd and dt'stwyed in· every way, thllonghout the 
en.tIre st'ason, botll by Indians anu Ilimbernwn. in. f'very part of 
tIns fine [,ltrf'am, up to the Richibucto· Portage, and pypn bt'yond it. 

The. OronlOctn, as its namt' implif's, is a dt'f'p rive-r, t'1l.tf'ring 
~h: Salll~ John from the wt'stwar.d. For twellty miles, or more,. 
It IS navigable for veSSt'ls of [,lix ty tOilS bm·then, ~H' rJ,vf'f steanwrs. 
of large class. Then it sf'l)aratf'-S illt" two, brancl1f'S both fioV"il1<7 .. , I:J. 

from lari-If'- lakf's~ up to which, salmon, shad, and gasperNtU for.merly
:ascl'nded ;. but now they are prf'vt'nted by mill-dams, on each, 
branch, at short distancps above navigable watf'r. Thf' dam on the
South Branch has 110 fish-w.ay, and that on.llhe North. Branch has;. 



Report on the Fisheries in the Bay of Fundy. 135 

a sort of sluice, intended as a fish-way, but it is not sufficient. 
Many gaspereall have bet'n caught bt'low this dam, while struggling 
to get up to the Orolllocto Lake, formerly a favourite haunt. 

The Nashwaak flows into the Saint John from the eastward, 
nearly opposite the City of Fr<:>dericton. Salmon formerly 
asct'ndt'd this river, for forty mih,s or more, but are now prevented 
by the substantial mill-dam which crosses the river, from bank to 
bank, about three miles from its mouth. From the vigour with 
which the salmon have bt'en pprsecnted below the dam, while 
struggling to ascend, very few are now takpn in the river, and 
shortly, they will cease entirely to frequent its bright and swift-
flowing waters. 

Bt'tw(~en Fredericton and \\T ooclstock, several small tributaries 
enter the Saint John, from both sides, in most of which there are 
mill-dams. The Maduxnakt'ag, at Woodstock, formerly abo llllfl ed 
with salmon; but the mill-dam at its lllQnth now excludps them 
altogt'thel'. The Bt'gaguimic, abo\'e Woodstock, is also closed by 
a dam at its entrance; while otllt'r small ri vers, lip to the Tobiql1e, 
are also obstnwted, in a greater or less dpgree. 

The Tobique is a magnificellt river, which watt'l'S a wine extt'nt 
of conntry, east of the Saint .John. A mill-dam which was 
erected at the Red Rapids, about fourteen "lilps above its mO;lth, 
was cut away by the llllllbermell, bt'cause it obstructpd the navi
gation, and WHS therefore a public nuisance, There i" nothing 
now to prevent salmon ascending this river, and vt'ry llIany still 
go up it ,every year; anciently. tllt'y passed up in thousallds. 
There is an Indian v.illage at the mOllth of thp Tobiqut', which is 
the principal st'ttlpment of the Milicetes of the Saint John; and 
these J udians, aidt'd by IUIll hermen, and iJoa'chers of all shade'S, from 
every clime and country, pursue the salmol1 up to the very sources 
.of the river, and dt'stroy them by every specit's of contrivance, 
without. the slightest n·gard to season, or the condition of the fish. 

The Arestook is another noble tributary of the Saint .Iohn, 
entt'ring it from the westward, about two miit's above the T"bique, 
on-the opposite side. Owing to some lofty falls on this rivt'l', about 
four miles from its mouth, and within British tt'rritorv. salmon can 
ascen,-} it no farther, aud here also, they are snlj~cted to grt'at 
slaughter. Very few salmon ascend the Saint John above the 
Arestook, although some occasionally rt'ach the basin beluw the 
Grand Falls; when tllf'y do, tht'y are lJt'tte~ and speared ill su<:h 
an effective malillfl', that few evt'1' escape. 

From this bri(>f notice of the principal tributaries of the Saint 
John, freqllt'ntt'd by salmon, it will be sepn how grt'atly fish-ways 
ar.e rt'quin·d iu the various mill-dams, and the necessity that exists 
for some sllperintendt'nce ovpr these rivt'rs, as otherwise tht' brt'ed· 
ing fish will bt' wholly ot'strnyed ere many years elapse, and the 
valuable 6:;I1('ry in the Harbour of Saint John, and along the lower 
part of the rivt'l', will scarct'ly exist. 

The attention of the fislwrmplI of the City of ~aint John is 
espe<:ially directed to this important matter; they, and all others 
intt>rested in tlw prest'l'vation of tht', salmon fi:5lwry of the Saint 
John. now exceedingly valuable, and yearly be~omiilg llIore so, 

• 
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should t>xert t1wmst>ht>s, hy alllt>gitimate means, t? ~ainta~n, and 
if possiblt> increase tIlt' fish pry . A small BU bscnptlOJl IlIlght be 
set on foot, to send fit ppr;;olls up some of thp principal rivrrs, 
especially tllP l\' errpis, the Saln~an R.i \'1'1' at. Gr~nd Lake, and the 
Tobiqlle, to prevent the destructIOn of breedlllg fish tllPre. Ulldpl' 
!Jropej' enactmpnts. and efficient m1l:nagement, grE"at good Vl'ollld 
speedily arise, withollt any very serious exprnsr. Thr numlwrs 
of salmon would br f(mnd to incrrase, as rapidly as thry have done 
in those rivers of Ireland and Scotland, which, when nearly 
exhausted, have bepn again fillpd with fish in abundallcP, after· a. 
few years watching and preservation. 

From the Harbour of Saint Jolm eastwardly to Cape Enrage. 

This line of coast is gpnt>ralJy bold. and rocky; up to Point 
\Volf it is fn1ty pntitlpd to bp designated an "iron-bound shon'." 
The harhours ~re few arid small, and accpssihlp only at high. water, 
or a little before. Thpre arp no regular fi~hing fstabJishments; 
and fishing is followed by the spttlers on the coast, in an irrpgular 
ancl drsultory manner, just as fish happen to strike in, or as it suits 
thpir con vpniellcP. 

Thp first inlet past of Saint John, is Port Simonds; at its hpad 
it recpivps the Misppck Rivpr, which flows out of Loch Lomond. 
Formprly, salmon ascpndpd the Mispeck and wE're caught. in the 
Loch; but thpy were whollv pxclllded frolll the rivpr about twenty 
five years ago~ by mill.da~ls just abovp t1w tidp-way, and non-e 
have since bppn sepn in it. OccasiollalIv, some few salmon are 
ypt caught in thp Port. as also herrings. 'In .'unp itnd July, thpre 
is tolprable Jinp-fishin~ for cod and pollack, Ilear Black Rock, at 
thp "slacks" of the tidt'o 

Cape Sppncer is a bold promontory strptching ont into thp Bay, 
and causing a very powpfu] race, or tide-rip. In tilp spaSOll, 
pollack may bp takpn in thi;,; race in great numbpfs, bllt i't is con
sidpfpd a dangf'rolls fishill~ ground. Bpynnd Capp Spencpr, the 
shore is bold and lofty to Black Riv('r. which find:;; its way to the 
sea, throngh a very narrow gap with high cliffs, on pith;'r side. 
TllPre is a solid dam without a fish-way across Black River; 
beyond this, tIle shores are not so high, a narrow slip of the red 
sandstonp formation comtllencing a Jitt!p past of Black River, and 
contilluing about eight milf'S along the coa:;t, being ill that distance 
interspctpd by Emt'fson's Cref'k, and GardllPr's Crpek. Up both 
thpse crpeks, salmon fornlPrJy ascpnded to spawb; but mill-dams, 
without fish-ways, now pxclndp them. At Garclnpr's Crf'f'k tlwre 
is an rxcef'dingly fine farm on tll(> fpd sandstone formation,' occu
pil'd by Mpssrs. Dewar, which is in a high statt> of cnltivation. 
~r. Ppter Dpwar stated, th~t capplin come in on this shOTt' early 
In .1 unt'; be has seen tllPm III great abnndanct', at varlolls periods. 
not only here, but also at Quaco. \\-'hen thf' capt'lin are in, cod 
are also a~t1ndant; but aftpr the capel in leavt', haddocl, ollly are 
taken dllnng the Sllmnwr, but tIlPY art' VfrY nllmerous. HerrinD'S 
stril~p in hrre every season, btit the qliantity varips grt>au'Y. 
Durtng the sea8011 of 1850, Messrs. Cunningham, who livp to the 
eastward of Gardner's Creek, caught twenty five barrels of herring 
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with one lIet only, twenty fathoms long and 01le hundred and 
twenty meshes deep-the !llE'slt two and a half inches. The her
rings make tlwir appearance ahout the 15th of J un~, or soon after, 
and the fishing for them con.lllPs until rhe end of A uguSl; they 
are flill fish, nearly ready to spawn. I\' 0 shad have been caught, 
but maekerel are occa8ionally taken in the herring nets. Dming 
A lIgllst, every year, YIessrs Dpwar have spt a salmon net at the 
entrallce to Gardller's Creek, and caught two or thrpe salmo:1 
evpry night. Lobsters are very abundant; almost allY quant.ity 
JJHlV be taken, with proppr nets or pots. 

The entrance to Teiglllllollth Harbour, better known as Ten 
Milp Creek, iil vny narrow; the harbour is drv at low-water; at 
high tide, there is sixteen to pighteen ft'et wate;. TIll' lower dam 
on this creel;:, is one milt' from the sea; it is said that salmon Blay 
get 0\ 1'1' t.his dalll, but thpy can ascend no fartllPr than the second 
dam, only half a mile abo~'e the first, as that effectually hars their 
pl'l'gress. The harbour was visitecl on the 17th Septl>mber; a 
salrllon net was thell s!:'t completely across the pntrallce, so that 
not a fish could enter. \""ithill the h"rbour, Messrs. Lovett alld 
P<I;rkn were buiding a ship of 800 tons. Mr Lovett said, that 
fish were abulldant at Teignnlouth; formerly they had a sprillg
weir across the mouth of the harbour, but it was carried away·the 
previous spring, and had llot been repaired; it ,secured a ~..;reat 
mallY herrillgs, as also salmon and cod. This spring weir consisted 
of a strong net, strt>tchecl 011 S~O\lt polps; it lay flat upon the bottom 
while the [ieh> was flowing, and at high-water it was" sprung," or 
raised to a perpendicular position, by powl'rfnl capstans. IVle"~rs. 
Lovett and Parker caught one hnndred and fifty salmon dnring 
the past season, at the entrance to the harbour, frolll twelve pOllnds 
to twenty one ponncls weight E'ach; they also tonk a number of 
grilse. The fir::;t salmon are usually taken at the end of J Illy; 
bllt the fishing for them continuE'S as late in the season as any can 
be caught. Lobsters are abunclant here; capelin have beell often 
taken in the vreir, and also vPry small gaspereall, bllt 110 large 
ones. Mr. Lovett gave it as his opinion. that a very good fj,;llPry 
might be established here. 0111' year the firm had no ship on the 
stocks; they tnrned their attentilln to the fishery dnring that 
season, 'lnd succeeded very well. They fished at ~tanley's Cove, 
(about two miles vrest of 'Teignmolllh:) and caught on~ hundred' 
barrels of herrings; they hacl only two nets Ilf thirty fathollls each, 
with a nH's1l of two alld a half inches. At Roger's Pond (two 
mill'S past of Tpignmouth) they fonnd good line-fi:;hillg, at a qllarter 
of a mile froill the shore; cod wefe plentiful clming .11lIle, and 
aftpr that, came pollack and haddock. Large halibut, some of 
them weighing six hundred ponnds, were also taken on this ground. 

I n the road-stead of Quaoo, and off the Head, the fishery is of 
the same gpneral'character as that just deSCribed. Besidps lille
fishing occasionally. herrings are taken in nets, and also in weirs; 
but the inhabitants are so actively and earnestlyengagpd in ship 
building, which is carried on extensively at Qlla,;o, that they have 
littlt' time for fishing-and from the want of shelter during sontb 
eastt'rly galps, the place is not visited by fishing vessels, 
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. At Great Salmon River, therE' is a small bnt very safE' harbour 
for small vessels, within a high sea-wall of gravel; but it can only 
be entered at high water. TIH' river is· a large and powt'rful 
stream; fOI' nine miles from the se~ it rnsh;s with m~lCh illll~elu
oi:iity through a deep, narrow gorge In the Illlls, the cliffs ~n either 
side rising to the ht'ight of 600 to 800 feet. Beyond thiS gorge, 
the river flows more gently, through an .undulatillg conntry, with 
much good land, excE'edingly well timbered. \ 

Just wllPre the river makes its final leap into the sea, tlwre is 
a solid dam from bal,k to hank, upon which there are two double 
saw-llIiIls; a quarter of a mile ahove, there is another dam of simi
lar character, upon which there is one single saw-mill. In neither 
of these dams i8 tllPre any fish-way. and fish are therefore wholly 
excluded from the River. 

Mr. PattersOII, who has charge of the mills here, said the Ji.iver 
for III el'l v abounded with salmon, and thence derived its name; now, 
nOlle whatever are taken in it. ThofE' is: a wasteway for surplus 
watpr at the eastern end of the InwE'r dam; alld Mr. Patterson 
admitted, that a fish-way might be pla.::ed th~re, without damage 
or incollvellienc(', as also at the eastern end of the upper dam, the 
situations being almost preci8ely alike. Outside the harbour, . on 
thesea beach, Mr. Patterson has a smull wE'ir; during tht' last 
SE'aSOIl, he caught 36 salmon in it, as also some Iwrrings, and a felV 
good shad. ('apelin appE'ar ill June, and while they remain, there 
is goud line-fiS~lillg for cod, off the harbour, at vt'ry little distance 
frolll tllP shorE'; dllring the ~lIrnr1ler, pollack and hadduck are taken, 
but there i" no line-fishillg durillg the autulllll. 

Long Beach i8 about two milE'S above the entrance to GrE'ut 
Sallllon River; tlwre are thrE't> fallliliE's settlE'd close to the beach. 
wll!> fish a little and farm a littlE', but do lIeithpr efft'ctuallv, und 
theyappearf'd in great poverty. A very long and wide 'gravel 
har juts Ollt into the bay, which is left E'ntirely dry at low water; 
hetween this and the shore, wholly withill the bar, is a mud-flat, 
on which stands a brush-wpir for takillg herrings. It is bllilt in 
an irregular semi-circle, and is about 200 yards in If'ngth; in the 
celltre it is five feet high, gradually dimillishillg to one loot at each 
end. Herrillgs are usually abundallt at this place during the month 
of .J illy; they are then full of spawn, which dlles not attaill its full 
size Ulltil. A',:gust-after that, it i8 SUppos(>d they spawn on the 
coast. DUrlllg the season of 18t£, herrings wt're ullusually abun
dallt here, but tilt' setth·rs hall no salt to cnre what were taken in 
the weir; they gave away herrillgs to e~t'ry blldy that would come 
for tl1em. Olle tide,. the!' gave awaf five large boat loads to people 
froll) Q'laco, reservlllg 30 barrels lor thpllIseh'E's; but these all 
spoiled b(·fore tht'y could procure salt. 

The settlers here (J abpz W right, and two familiE'S named Tufts) 
cured sixty barrels of herrillg.;; from tht> catch of this wE'ir. during 

·the seasull of J 850; these, on examination, were found t~ be the 
true. h 'rri IIg, from 10 to 12 illches in length, and of very good 
qualltv. 

It ,~as stated hy Jabpz Wright, that in former years, during the 
mOllth of June, he had seE'n the capelin come on sl10re here itl 
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"windrows"-th!' pollack would pUrslH' th!'m up to the v!'ry bpach, 
upon which the capplin camp in with the sllrf to spawn, as is th!'ir 
cllstom-for the last two v!'ars, thpv have not bppn so abundant. 
Th!'re is good lill!'-fishing 'fol" cod, at vpry little distanc!' from the 
bpach, during Junp and' July; aftprthat, som!' haddock and pollack 
may be taken '-hak!' are rare, and halibut are only caught occa-
siollally. ' 

Long BE'ach appparpd to be onp of the bpst stations on this line 
of coast for I}l'ospcnting the hprring fishpry, or for line-fishing. 
BE'sidt's th!' insllfficipllcy and Slllall size of th," wpir, it has a water
gap npar its c!'ntrp, to lpt out thp watprs of a brook, which flow 
through it; and it is only wllPn thp fish are slIfficipntly abundant 
to choke this gap, that any qnantity ean bp takpn: Tllf' situation 
is rpcommpndpu to the attplltioJl of fislwTmpll sPpking a location. 
No sd-nets havp ypt bppn tri2d Iwrp; it is snppnspd that Sf'a shad 
might be caught by drifLing, as thPJ tlre frpqtlPlltly found in the 
weir. 

Thp spttlprs lwre said, that b"fore tlw dams wpre bnilt across 
Salmon Riv!'r, the fishing was !'xcpllf'nt, ancl pprsous camp from 
all parts to catch sallllon tl)pfP. One man had caught as llIauy 
salmon thprp, durillg a singh' spasnn, as sold for £90; ano during 
anothpr spasnn, fifty ypar~ siucp. Wright and tl,p Tnfts canght 40 
barrpls, whilp SOlllp otllPfs who fishpd In company, caught 20 bar
n-Is morE'--now, not a single sa~lllOn is canghtill till' rivPf! 

Little Salmon Rivpf was npxt visitpd; it is V(>fY similar in its 
charactPf to the largpr rivpr, but its banks are pv~n l1lorp lofty, 
bping said to be at It'ast 1000 fept high in SOlllp placps. The mill
dam is about half a milp from thE' spa, ancl it pffl"ctlwlly prpcltu.les 
th" 'salmon froll! ascpnding as thpy did forlllprly, The mills ana 
buildings arp in a \'pry pictnn'sqnp situation. Dirpctly ophilld the 
dwplling housp of Mr. l\tJ'Donald, whn managps th" mills, thl>rp is 
a vpry stppp hill, whosp slllllmit was stated to b" 81)0 fppt above 
thp s~a. Thprp is a roar! to tlIP int('fioT, which risE'S frolll the 
mill:pond, by zigzags, lip tIl(' sidp of anothpr thickly ~ooclpd hill, 
to the hE'ight of 6()0 ff'pt: by this road thpfp is a cnmllllmic,ation 
with Snsspx Vall', through the \'al]py of Trout Brook. 

Mr. M'Donald said hI' had only caught onp salmon during the 
spason, alld that was accid!'lItall.v Ipft in a pool oplow thp mill, by 
tl)p pbb tid!'. He has a small IlPrrillg Vl'pir on th!' bpach, l1f'ar the 
mouth of tllP Tivpr, in which Ill' caught 16 barfPls of Iwrrings during 
tllP season of 1850. 111 1849, lIE' 'ffef)upntly I('t out. 100 barrpl" on 
a tidp, having no salt to cnre tllPlIl. TllPCp is vt'ry fail' line-fishing 
off this rivpf. but tllPre is nobody tn purStlp it. 

TllP singlllar bluff known as Martin's Head, is conllpctpd with 
tIlt' main land by a long gravel opacll, which is wpll arlapterl for 
fishing purposps; thprp is also a fillp farm, bllt it is now tpnalltlpss., 
TllPfe is good linp-fishing off the Head; in J lily last, two boys in 
l1alf an hOllr loadpo a boat of In fppt with cod. Therp was for
merly a large bfllsh-weir at till' beach; last spaulIl thp mill-Illpn at 
Goose Cfppk pllt SOlllp nets upon its rpmains, ann caught a fair 
slIpply of hprrings.. It is to be rpgrpttpd, that sn good a farming 
and fishin~tation as Martin's Ht:'ad should remain unoccupit'd. 
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At Goose Creek, about thrpe miles abo\·e the Head, there is, as 
elsewherp a mill-flalll which wholly prt'vpnts the passage of fish. 
Thi3 darr: was bllijt twt'lve year8 ago; bpfore that time, salmon 
as<.:t'llclpd the stream in cOllsiclt'rablp numbprs, bllt of latp years. 
nonp whatpver havp bt'Pll sepn. even at its t'lltrancp. Herrings 
are taken occasionally npar the Tllonth of the crpt'k,. bllt th.p fishing 
is 0111-, f.)]loWP(1 whpll tIlE' settlers havp no other occnpatlOn-one 
pprs";l hert' builds a vf'8sel occasionally, the rest are engagpd about 
the mill, and in lumbering . 

.A t (TOOS(' Ri vel', a ft>w milt'S above the cn'ek, there is a safe 
harbonr for small vt'sspls, wl!ich can lay aground at low water 
without damagp. At the Inw~st neap tides, a vpssp] drawing nine 
feet watpr call pntpr tllis harbour; tllp challnpl is eighty yards from 
the basp of tllP cliff Oil tlH' wpstt'rll sine, from which it draw8 over 
to the high gravt'l bank on the opposite sillp; pas8ing this. the 
basill i8 pntprE'r1; in allY part of it vps"pls Tllay bp gronnrlpd ~afely. 
Two small river8 fall illto the basin. but now. salmon can go up 
npitht'r; thprp is a 1l1ill-dalll on OIH', and the rplllain,~ of a dam and 
fiUIIH' on thp othpr, which pffpctnally :;top t\wm. 111prp art' fonr 
st'ttlprs at this placp, who havp thplr farms Oil tIlt' f'lpvatprl platt'an, 
or taIJlp land, 011 the top of tht' stpep hill on tlw pastprn sidp of tile 
rivpr. The 'principal spttlpr is Briall Doherty, frolll whose log 
houst' theft' is an t'xct'edillu:ly finp viPIII', with Islp au Haut alld 
Capp ClligllPctl) in thp di~t~llce; thp ascent to thf' settlpr;wnt is 
exct'erlingly..,tpep, hilt the lanel whpn rpaclwd, is of l2:ood quality, 
and appeared to yip)d an t'x~pllellt crop-the clearpd land is p:o
bably 500 fept above the Ip\'pl of thp spa. 

;r"hp settler8 Said, that for two milps up pach branch of thp rivpr, 
the hallks art' lofty and prfcipitolls; beyonrl that thpl"e is a 'fine 
strPkh of good land, not stony. and covprpd cilipfiy with hard wood 
-tlirollQ.h this thprp is pvpry facilit.y for a !,!ood road, towards the 
Mpehal;;cs' :-;pttjPIllPnt, crnssin.~ th~ SllE'po'dy road. Thpy statt'd 
tlHlt tlwrp was good linp-fishing off the harbour fill" cod, pollack, 
and i~:'lddock; of the cod. 3;) to 40 fill a barrpI, 'lIld thp polla(:k are 
eVPIl.largl>r. The fishing bpgin'i as parly as 5th May, alld COIl

till liPS until tlw t'1l(1 of .J uly ; bpforp thpy can procure lWl"ring8 for 
bait, they uSP S11I:'111 trollt, which the boys catch with rod and line 
in the rivpr; trout arp abundant, but thpy rart'ly t'xcppd half a 
pOlilld in weight. During- the past season, .tlwy caught se\'PIl 
barrels of salmon at the pntrance of the harbour, with a 8mall bmsh 
wpi r an~ a SilMt. net. 

A8 Goost' Harbour can be pntl'n·d by coastprs soon aftpr half
tiop. and i8 slwltE'rpd from pvpry wind, it is very dpsirable that 
~OIlIP distingui~hing marks. or hf'~cons, shonld be spt up to dt'llote 
It~ Plltrance. '!'llPre is VE'.IT little doubt that a profitable fishery 

. ml,gh~ bp t'stabhsl1Pcl at thIS place, by competent pt'rsons possE'ssing 
Buffkwnt mt'ans. 

Point Wolf River is alarge strpam, of similar charactpr with that 
of tIlt' othpr ri vprs of thi" coast. Likp thosp rivers also, a Stl bstantial 
and rallwr lofty mill-dam prevpnts all fish from asct'llding, although 
ma1lY salmon ypt t'ntpr the large basin bpnt'ath the dam. The 
saw mills are on an t'xtellsive scale; they belong to Mp~s. Vernon, 
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of ~aint John, who procllrP tlH'ir supply of logs within twelve 
milps of thp mills. Owing to the difTIclllty of floating down Jogs 
in 1849, from the want of watpr, the mill-nwn wpre idle dnring 
part of thp SUIlHIlPr; from lack of otht'r occupation, tlwy wpre 
eOlploypd in cOllstrncting a wpir on the flats within the bar. In 
this wpir, m·arJy :-,00 salmon wprp caught during that lwason ; of 
thpsp, 21 brppding fish, llf'avy with spawn, wpre takpn alivp, and 
carpfu\ly' convpypd in casks of watpr, to thp rivpr ahove the dam, 
illto which thpy wpre tUrDt'd without injury. This was a vpry 
judiciol1s stpp towards' prpsprving tlw salmon fi,.;llPry of this fine 
rivp.r; but it is grpatl.V to bp rpgn>ttpd, that Mpssrs. V Pfllon have 
not alrpady spt up, and maintainpd, a sufficipnt fishway. The 
supply of logs dpcreasps annually, anr1 aftfOr a time will cpase 
altllgetlH'r; but if the salmon arp prpservpd, they will prove a 
source of wpalth, long aftpr tht' saw mills are worn out and uselpss. 

The weir having bet'n carrifd away by ice, no salmon wpre 
caught during the st'ason of 1850; and the mills being in full 
opl'ration no otllpr fishing was carried on, although IH'rrings and 
cod wpre to bp had outside the entrance to the harbour. 

An pnti rp changp in the geological character of the coast, bpgins 
at Point Wolf. Thp trap, sypnitp, felspar, and porphyritit: rOl:ks, 
which, up to this point, chiffly composp the rllggpd and prpcipitous 
cliffs fronting upon the Bay, hfrp give way to tIlt> sandstollE's of the 
coal mE'asures; and this formation continues without interruption 
to the shorps of the Gulf of Saint Lawrence. With this geological 
change, there is also a change in the character of the fisllt>ri(>s ; the 
coincidencp is somewhat remarkable, although perfectly natural. 
The cod delight in clfar water, O\'er a hard bottom; while the shad 
rejoice in muddy waters, and pspecially delight in thp extpnsive 
mud-flats of the upper part of thp Bay, from which they procure 
the food that renders them so pxcpssively fat and delieious. 

At Hprring Cove, just above Point Wolf, thpre is vpry fair her
ring fishing during the spason ; from this cove a new road has been 
laid out, and lots snrvpypd for spttlpmpnt on the labour system. 
This road passes through some back sfttlpments, and is continued 
to the Pollj"t Lake in tl\e Mechanics' Settlement; it will, ~'hen 
conlpletpd, be of much valnn to the spttiprs in the forest. by 
enabling thelll to reach the coast with their prodnce, at a place 
where it can be shi~ed to market, and where tllt>y may Frocure 
fish of the bpst quality to be carried into the intprior. 

A little to the eastward of Herring Cove, is a small spttlpment, 
callpd Cannon Tow'n Beach; and here for the first time in going 
up the Bay, a regular shad fishery was found. _-\t this beach, 
there are two brush weirs expressly for taking shad; formerly 
herrings were plenty at this place, but they have been very scarce 
during the last seven ypars. There are fourtepn sharps in the 
weirs at Cannon Town Beach; and each share gets about pight 
barrels of shad annually. On the 20th September, the fishing was 
considered nearly over for the season; thp shad taken that morning 
wpre pxceedingly small-they would scarcely weigh a ponnd each, 
and were called by the fishermen" round fi5h.': The greater part 
of the shad taken at this beach, during the past season, were of 



142 Report on the Fisheries ill the Bay of Fundl/. 

small size; the weirs, by taking these small fisb, must do a grE'st 
deal of mischief to thl:' shad fishpry gE'nerally. It was stated hl:'re, 
that there was no drifting for shad wpst of Cape Enrage, the Bay 
being too wide and stormy, and the water too clear. 

TIl(" U pppr Salmon River, which falls into Salisbury Cove, 
(fYP11prally callpd Enrage Bay) is muddy at the entrance, amI the 
sh'ong tide of the Bay swepps in and out with great force. Tllf're 
is a large brush weir hpre, for taking shad; those caught in it 
during the season of 18;30, were of small size-vE'ry little larger 
than gasperl:'au. A bout fO\~ty barn-Is of these small fish wpre 
caught in this weir at one timp, during August, and thpre bping a 
flood in the river at thE' moment, the cnmbined wpight of the 
watpr and the fish, cluriE'd away the cpntre of the wpir. Thp fish 
escappd, and the weir was not l'ppaired ; this was fortunate, as the 
wpir is calclllatpd to do l1Iuch damage by taking small shad. 
Therp is a mill-dam at the head of thp tide on this rivpr, Iyhich the 
salmon can gPt over. It was statpd, that"lwarlyall the salmon 
which passed, were spearpd almost immed.iately after, in the sllal
lows above the mill-pond. This place was visited (In the 20th 
Spptember, and only a week previolls, spvpral salmon had been 
speared in the stream; of course, they were' ont of season, and 
almost worthless at that latp pE'riod. 

To the westward of Cape Enrage, in Enrage Bay, there are 
tbl'pe wiers for shad on tl1f~ flats; tIlt'se are s:j.id to bp very des
tructive to small shad, few large fi8h being caught in th is locality. 

From Cape Enrage to the B01tndary of Nova Scotia . 

.A bove Cape Enrage, the valuable shad fisbery of the north 
eastern arm of the Bay of Fuudy, lllay bp said fairly to commence. 
The fishermen hen", who chiefly reside in the Parish of Hopewell, 
near the Sbepo.dy River, fish the whole distancp frol1l Capt' Enrage, 
to .Cape Dt'JUoisellt', at the entrance to the Pt'titcodiac Rivt'r; 
above that point, the fishprmen of Hillsborough and l\IIpmramcook, 
fish the Petitcodiac np to Stoney Creek, above which not many 
shad art' caugbt. 
~ra Bishop, a shad fishpr, residing on the banks of the Shppody 

River, stated that he usually driftpd for shad in Shepody Bay, 
between Capes Enrage and Demoiselle. He has six nets to his 
boat, each tWt'11ty five fathoms long; the _psh is five inclws
none of the fishers hpre usp a IJIPsh of lpss size, as t1wv want the 
large fat shad only. They fish betwppn sepd time and ha'y makinfT . 

• very selcom after that. Bishop usually catches each spason, fr;~ 
twenty to thirty barrp]s of prime shad; and he supposes, that at 
least one hundred barrels are taken in SllPpoc1v Bay, eaeh day 
that the boats go out. Very few herring'! are taken above Enrage; 
but they SQrnetimps catch grilsp, (or" fidlers" as the fishermpn call 
them,) in.the shad n~ts. Salmon do not entpr Shepody River,the 
water bemg exceedmgly muddy. There are a few weirs in 
Shepody Bay, which are not very sllccessful; the shad caught in 
t?em arp much smaller than those caught in the drift npts. Only 
SIX shad boats go out of Shepody River, bnt others fish occasion
ally--nets are let out on shares by Mr. Isaac Turner, to persons 
who fish at intervals. 
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Mr. Bishop is of opinion that more boats than now fish bftvreen 
Cape Enrage and Cape Demoisflle, might pursue the shad fisllt'ry 
with advantage; but in the Petitcodiac, above DE'moiselle, he 
thinks there are quite boats fnollgh. From Grindl>tone bland 
down to Enrage, sharks freqlH'ntly do much damage to the nets. 
They corne lip the Bay in tIrE' lattE'r part of the St'ason, and cause 
the shad-fbhers to close their fishing Illuch soonE'r than thE' V other
wise would. This species .of shark, (carclzarias vltlpes--'or " the 
thrt'shE'r") is usnally takE'n herE', of the length of six tn fight fE'et ; 
if aile of them strikE's thE' ontE'!" drift net, he is gE'nE'rally takt'n, as 
this net swings witli him, and he becomes f·ntangled by rolling 
up tilt' net, with its buoy-rope and lE'ad-line, in such mannE'r as 
effectually SE'CllrfS him, by prevE'ntiag the use of his E'xceedingly 
powerful tail.· If the shark strikfs one of the nets near the boat, 
which dOfs not yiE'ld to his motions, he destrovs it almost com
pletely befnre h~ escapes. During the past sfas~n, Bishop secured 
thre(' sharks, of the length of six, Sf\'en, and eight feet respectively; 
he cut out their livfrs and letthe bodies float away-each of the 
liwrtl yielrlE'd six gallons of oil. At tilllPS, dog-fish are abundant 
in thi,,; locality- Bishop said he had the past season, taken a cart
load out of a single shad-net, all caught during one tide. 

At Sllt'pody, shad are cured in the following manner :-'1'11<' fish, 
afkr being split, are soaked in two waters, an hour in each. They 
are then salted in tubs in the boats, as the Shfpody boats usually 
stay- out a wefk ; when the boats come in, the fish are fully salted. 
In this statf, they are sold at 30s. for 200Ths. They are not 
packed in barrE' Is; the farmers take them away in waggons, as 
fast as thfy are ready, and none are put np for exportation, or for 
sale fh;ewhere. 

On visiting the Petitcocliac, above Cape Demoisflle, it was 
found, that thC:-' shad boats in general nse Wfre about 16 feft in 
length, on the kfel, and 18 feet over all; the brearlth of beam 7 ~ 
ffet. 'fhfy are fitted with one mast aud two sails-- a mainsail 
and Jib. The stem, stfrn-post, keel, and bottom planks are of 
birch; the upper streaks of spruce and pine-the boats are gene
raBy built by the fisl1<'rmen themselVt's, during the winter, and the 
usual cost of a boat and sails is £10 or £12. The shad fishing in 
the Petitcodiac is genfrally by drifting during the night; each 
boat has usuallv 150 fathoms of net, but some fish with 200 
fathoms. The ~ets are from 20 to 30 fathoms ill length, 46 meshes 
deE'p ; the mfsh is 4t inches., All the fishermen complain o~ 
the very short time the nets last; if not oiled, tanned, or prepare~ 
in some way, they are completfly rotten and useless in a month; 
and even with every preparation yet known hfre, they will not 
last a whole Sfason of thrf£' months, even with tl1<' greatfst care. 

I t was stated by W. H. Steves, E3quire, M. P. P., that from 
8t01lPY Creek to Cape Demolsellf, the limit~ of the fishing ground 
in the Parish of Hillsborollh, there are fifty boats bflonging to that 
side of the river, which catch 20 barrels of shad fach, annually. 
They use from 80 to 2uO fathoms of nft; besides shad, they 
take the small salmon of the Petitcodiac, in their drift "nets, 
occasionally. 
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A fter visiting Bellevous Village, on the eastern side of .the 
Petitcodiac, and examilling tllP boats allo nets thpre, the wnter 
waiko upon the Reverend ferdinand Gauvreau, Parish PIiest at 
Memramcook, who first inouced his parishiolll'rs to adopt thl' mode 
of fishing for shad with drift-nl'ts, and who has always takell the 
most lively interest in this fishery, Monsieur Gauvreau statl'd, 
that the first shad which appt'ar each season, are grl'l'n on the 
back, with a yellow tinge on the belly; t.hese are good fish. The 
secolld run ar~ of a pale grpen on the back, and as compared with 
the first, are a poor fish, The third and last run, come very near 
the pnd of the season; these have blue backs, and are the best 
and fillest fish. 

Since this visit, ~onsieur Gauvreau has been good enough to 
forward a communication in writing, respecting this fishery, which 
posst'sse::i much interest. 1 t is due to Monsieur Gauvreau to state, 
that he is not accustomed to write in English; but as he has done 
so on this occasion, his letter is given as written, lest any mistake 
should occur in rendering his meaning. The letter is as follows :-

" Dorchester, 10th December, 1850. 
" SIR,-T acknowledge the receipt c,f your circular of 12th August, respeeting 

the Fish~ries of tile Bay of Fundy; and I must state, that I am quite happy in 
giving you my share of informatiou, respectiug the mcshlDg of shad in the 
upper part of the Bay. 

HI wili al~o have a little to say on codfish, as 1 have sent my boat down the 
Bay, for several years, when I gave np fishing altogether, and turned myatten
tioll to mod,,1 farming-but not until my parishioners had become warmly engaged 
in the shad fishing. 

" I will proceed to auswer your queries, in the same order they occupy in 
your circular. 

" l"t. The mode of conducting shad fishing iu the upper part 'Of the Bay of 
FUlldy is by drift nets, tied with a rope, about eight yards long, to the forepart 
of the fishing boat, or to the ,tern, to take advautage of the wind and stream 
of the tiue, thereby keepillg the meshes of the Det sufficiently opeu for thot 
unsuspeeting fish . 

.. Our shad nets are usually made with the finest Rus.ian twine. Some fisher
men make them"with cotton warp, No.6, double thread and twisted; or with 
the home manufactured flax thread, whidl answers the purpo.e very well: when 
the flax crop is spasonahly taken from the field, finely passed through the flax: 
comh, alld afterwards evenly "pun and twisted. 

"The meshe~, stretC'hed ou a measuring rule, are 4! or 4! inches long, but 
are reduced to about 3t illr.hes when secured to the upper and lower ropes. The 
fioats, or buoy., are ";lade of cedar, a!ld turned smooth with a turning lathe, in 
order they shouhl ofter no ohstructlOn whatever to the good workiu~ of the 
whole net, when it is lowered down into the water, or taken back into the boat. 
The finats are seeur~d on the ~pper rope, which p.asses through them, by a 

.strong thread, that blUds them WIth the upper raw at the meshes; three fee! is 
the cnmmon dist~nee bet."'een the floats,. from centre to ('entre. The sillking 
leads are cast, p?hsl~ed qUlt.e smooth. and m the same quantity, and di.talll"e, as 
the floats, and fled m the like manner. A \let of about forty-five meshes wide, 
would be near 16 feet deep. 1\1 ade as above described, a net of Russian twine, 
100 fathoms long, cost~ no less than £12; oC cotton warp, £10; and ot this 
c?untry thread, somethl~g 1.Ess than £9. A substantial and safe boat, fully 
rIgged, costs £12; and If' wIll stand good from ii"e to ~ix years • 

.. As to auy improvement to be introducpd ill th~ manulacture of these nets 
mv opinion is, that none wh.at~\'er could be devised, for the presl'nt. For, ~uch 
as they .are made, all my panRhlOners agree, they work so well, that if the stream 
of. the tIde were strong enough to .stretch it propl'rly, a net 100 fathoms long, 
mIght be thrown out of a boat, all In a buuch and it would not get entangled in 
its ~illking leads, nor in its :!ivats. ' 
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"2nd. The proper and only season for shad fishing is generally from the 
month of J Illy to the J 5th September, so that it interferes very little with the 
farllling bllsiness of the fishing-farmers. 

" As YOIl may presume, the shad is always of great value; as it is call~ht only 
in the snmmer, and in the greatest stir of nadgation, it will for a IOllg time 
command a good price at home, and in any foreign market. 

"The average qllantityof barrels of shad caught in the upper part of the 
Bay, amollg the Freneh Acadian", is from I OC 0 to 1500 a year. Last Sllmmer, 
Francois Victor Leblanc, cured 30 banels for his share • 

• , The shad-fishing ground extends from about eight miles below tbe Benr1 of 
Petitrodine, at iStoney Creek, as far down a. ,orindstoue leland, in the Bay, 
and then"e ea,ter1y into the Bay of Cnmberland-on the Nova f:cotia side, the 
fishing is all with stationary net", as ff>r as the point of Amherst Marsh, directly 
oppo.ite to the I\linudie Village. 

" There never was to my knowledge, any standing nets on the New Brnnswick 
side, in the Bay of Cumberland; and althongh the Barnes family, on this side, 
had at fir~t drifted their nets, they soon abandoned that Ulode and resorted to 
the ~tationary nets, but only on the No\'a Seotia flats. TI1Pse nets wouhl not 
pay Qn this .id", Cumberland Bay, for you will be plpa,ed to know, that ,had 
alway, go with the strongest "tream; and as the strength of the tide strikes 
altogether 011 the Nova Scotia shore. it is there Y9u will see the whole of these 
mud flats entirely co\'ered with stationary nets. 

"Y ou will be plea.ed, sir, to be persauded of what I have already stated, and 
what I have to .tate, upon the shad fishery, on the N o,'a Scotia side of the Bay 
of Cumberland, when you are informed, that for eleven year", I had to di.charge 
my ecc1c"ia<tieal duty, two and three weeks at a time, amoDg the French Acadians 
of Millndie, and in the shad "eason very often . 

.. Thi, leads me to your third inquiry; and for want of herring, J will satisfy 
you with shad • 

.. 3rd. iStanding wpirs, and ~tanding nets, are unquestionably, the most effec
tive meau;; of destroying shad altogether, in our Bays, or at lea"t, at thinning 
their quantity to an incredible degrep. Both ought to he di"continued at once, 
and prohibited by some strict law., and def'lUltero heavily fined. 

H My rpasons for condemning hoth modes are-first, that by a standing weir. 
shad of all sizes are stopped, and those which have l,arJly attained the half of 
their natural growth, are either left to perish on the mud-flats, or eJse are cured 
pele-mele with the large olle.; and when .ent abroad, have the effect of bringing 
the good sized onps down to a miserably low standard. I ha\'e seen with my 
own eyes what 1 here mention, when 0';1' suuimer I went down, with five men, 
in my own hoat-IIlY "1St. Peter"-to the large French weir, in Grand Ans{J, or 
GranJ Tasst', as Dr. Ge.ner improperly calls it, in one of his Geological Reports. 
I had then an oppllrtunity of making my own ob.ervations, as J was three days 
with a company of French attending the weir, sleeping at night on the hard 
ground in their rough abode, fi<;hing the dog-fishes on the flood tide, and more 
particularly enjoying myself at iow water, in catching the flirting shad inside 
the weir •• 

" Destruction of small sized shad, by both English and .French, went on 
within this weir, ani! others, for more than forty years, and at that time there 
wai' not a single drifting shad net in the Bay. Then, contrary to their custom
ary way, the English ppople of Gmnd AI/se, tBig Cove,) one sommer about 
ten years ago, without giving notice to the Frent'h people, without whom the 
Engli.h could not mah-it stand before, they put up again the mammoth weir, 
and thereby deprived my people of their old fishing foondation. 

" l\Iy parishioners, of coursp, telt very milch such an enrroadlment, and loss.; 
but t.o eon"ince them, that tohey could still have ROme shad in their frying-pailS, 
I ·went to Richibucto and bought a hoat of .. nineteen feet keel, got a net made, 
and drifted it, and caught tw,o barrels of shad. As the experiment spuke well, 
bJ my example and exertions, I worked so suceessfully on them, :hat in the 
course of three years, there were more than twenty French boats, catching three 
timl~ over the nece",ary fish supply for tlIP fishermen • 

.. This year, )fJO French fishing boats have been rountl'd drifting down the 
Bay, all fine and strong boats, sdiling well; in fine, tully prepared for any storm. 

" Before I finish with this inquiry. you must be told that no less than 15 or 
20 large weirs ha\'e been 1JUt up every year, on the Bhcpody flats, and so on 

10 
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every flat whP.re the French used to put them up, even before th'e inva,ion of the 
Province by the British, and as early as the year 1749, when the forefathers of 
these French were dispersed, for refusing to take the €lath of allegiance to the 
King of Englaud. 

"Secondly-As for the standing nets, I positively affirm, they are still 
worse than the weirs, for the loss of the large sized shad is Ilreater tban that of 
the small size in the weirs; this wants some explanation. When the tide comes 
in both BaYR, of Fundy and Cumberland, shad will not be caught at all by weirs, 
and consequently lay their conrse till they reach the further end of the weir, 
towards the deep channel of the Bay, and thereby are safe ou the flood tide; 
but on the ebb tide, all the shad which ventured on the fiats along the Bay, will 
be stopped altogether, large and small, as 1 stated above. 

" But with standing nets it is quite the reveroe. Shad wi1\ be caught at once 
on the flood, as well as on tbe ebb tide, the meshes being all the time open for 
them. And here is the loss. I mean on the flood tide, for then the owners of 
these nets cannot save the fish, as· they have to wait until the tide is all onto 
As you must allow, shad for the most part, are shaken off by the ebb tide, 
which keep these nets in a constant and strong motion. They fall down, are 
dragged away. and are a great loss to commerce. They become a treat for the 
stnrgeons, and dog-fishes, these being numerous and strongly attracted to the 
upper part of the Bay by the lost fish, as the shad itself is attracted by the 
worms, which venture out of the muddy fiats, heated by the July and 
Angust sun . 

.. 1 reiterate my suggestion. that both weirs and standing nets ought to be 
prohibited by law, as being destructive to shad, and very ruinous to our :fisheries 
and commerce. 

"4tb. The mode of curing shad is this-after they are opened hy the back, 
and their entrails taken off, they are thrown into a large open tub of fresh water, 
and are soaked therein, until all the blood about the back-bone is got out of it. 
Then they are taken ont and put separately on the edge of' a board, or horizontal 
fence poles, each side of the fish hanging down, on either side of the board Of 

fence pole. When they are sufficiently freed from the water in which they have 
been ~teeped, they are then salted, and put in the shade in some fish~house, 
which almost every fisherman has built for that purpose. 

" I am perfelltly satisfied, that shad chiefly feed on the worms of our muddy 
flats, since -they are fonnd in the stomachs of the :fish. and hardly any shrimp at 
all, as I am informed by the fishermen of lIly Parish. Besides, the shad is 
naturally fond of "Vermiculated food. and must be fonder of worms than of any 
other kind whi"h have affinity with them. Moreover, to what sort of food 
would you ascribe that oily taste which we find in shad. as also that thick yelloW' 
oily matler which we find on the top of every barrel of shad, if not to the qnality 
of their food, which I eontend to be worms, and chiefly worms. Since then 
they chiefly feed upon worms, aud worms are yery abundant on the muddy flat~ 
of the ut'per part of this Bay, I repeat again, that standing nets, and weirs, are 
destruchve to our shad fi.hery, as they are an insurmountable obstacle to the 
growth of fish, that venture on the flats, in search of food. Such obstacle does 
not exist with ·drift-nets, as they must keep to the channel of the Bay on 
accouut of their depth. ' 

"I condude with the necessity or your recommending to Government the 
appointment of an intelligent and impartial Inspector of our Fisheries, h;ving 
full power to regUlate the size of meshes, the length and depth of nets the 
quality and quantity of salt in every barrel of cured fish, &c. &c. &c. ' 

J'ai l'honneur, Monsienr, &~. 
FERDINAND GAUVREAU, 

M. H. Pertey, Esquire." Priest Missionary. 

In addition to the ?-bove interesting cOlilIDunication, the following 
letter has been reCeived from R. B. Chapman, Esquire, M.P.P., 
who resides Dear the Bellevous Village, on the eastern bank of the 
Petitcodiac :-

"Dorchestc'l". Octooe'l" W, 1850. 
C( SlR,-I have received a copy of yonr circular respecting the fisheries, and 

regret that I had not the pleas~re of I\D interview when you visited my house. 
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You are aware, that shad are the only fish taken in the Petitcodiac River. The 
""number of boats "employed the present season, on the eastern side of the river, 
,is about 75, with probably, an average of.lOO fathoms of net to each boat-also, 
'one strong, active man, and sometimes a boy, to manage the same. The expense 
'of the boat"and net will not be less than £20; the boat, of course, will last for 
years, and the rope will last for four or five years; but it will 'l"equire three "nets 
,to last two seasons. The average number of barrels to each boat, this season} 
will note'll:ceed fifteen; price, 27s. -6d. per barrel. 

"'If anyplan "could be devised to preserve the net~,and make them last IOllger, 
;.a great benefit would be conferred on the fishermen, as some of them are about 
'io abandon the fishery, in cCIDsequence "of the heavy expense ofnets • 

• , There are, certainly, defects in the mode of curing. Sometimes the fish 
Temain too long, after they are taken out of the watpl", before they are cleaned; 
and sometimes, they are soakeil. too long in fresh water before being salted. It 
"is'"quite certain, that the sooner shad are salted after being caught, the better 
they are":; and they ought never to be repacked. You are aware, that the shad 
taken at the head of the Bay are, ,perhap$, the be~t in the world j "yet there is a 
time, ill the latter part of July, and beginning of August, when they are quite 
inferior, 'both in si.ze and quality, .to these take,n at any otber time during the 
-season • 

.. You will doubtless have had an"opporhmity, dllring your tOllr through this 
ilart of the Province, of conversing with persons who have long been engaged in 
"the shad fishery, from whom YOIl have received more information than I am 
capable of communicating. Y onr inquiry, my dear sir, is an important one; 
our waters abound with :!ish of all kinds, ana yet we are strangely apathetic in 
;prosecuting so important a source of wealth. That your inquiry and Report 
may ha'Ve the dcsire<l eJfect, is the sineere wish of 

Your obedient servant, 
R. B. CHAPMAN. 

'M, H. Perley, .Esquire." 

Between the mOl1th of the Memramcook River and Cape 
Maranguin, the shad fishery is carried on by weirs, and stake
nets. The settlers do Hot drift for shad; it takes too much time 
'from farming, and they have no shelter for boats. Last year there 
were only three weirs; hut nearly every settler had a string of 
:stake-nets. From Red Read, below 'Dorchester, to Grand Anse 
,ledge, there were 15 strings of nets; and at least 25 strings more 
from that ledge down to Cape Maranguin. The strings averaged 
about 100 fathoms each in length; the mesh, 4t inches; and the 
:net, 30 meshes deep. The stakes are placed 15 feet apart,on the 
mud-fiats, and the' nets are entirely dry at low water. Some fish 
'mesh on the flood, but the greatest numbers are taken {)n the ebb 
"tide. The fair average catch of each string of nets in Grand 
Anse, was stated to be 20 barrels during the season. 

Mr-. George Buck, an intelligent fisherman, who resides four 
miles below the Village of Dorchester, has fished there for shad 
during the 14l.st thirty years. He stated, that shad strike in at this 
place, from the 1st to the 15th june; they are then large, and 
pretty fair fish; the next run comes in the heat of summer, these 
are not so good. As the autumn advances, the fish grow better 
and fatter; those. caught latest ,being the best. The shad come to 
these flats to feed, not tl? spawn ; and Mr. Buck is of opinion, 
that the shad whi<lh ascend the Saint John in the spring, after 
spawning" go up the Bay to fatten. Whenever there is a large 
run '6fsha!l up the SaInt John in the spring, there is always good 
fishing at Petitcodiac in the autumn. It is unusual to find any 
roe in shad, caught at this locality; it sometimes occurs, but that 
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is very seldom; he has often fonnd slug-worms ill the stomach or 
the shad, some of them nearly as large as a man's finger-these 
are now callpd "shad-worms." Mr. B'ucl{ usually catches 3O' 
barrel::; of shad P3ch season, in his string of nets; he exceeded that 
quantity last season, as on the 26th September hisnets were still 
down. His nets are tarred, and they last nearly a whole season; 
he thinks it is the mud which does the lIIichi~f, and causps them 
to rot so quickly. Cotton thread takes the tar well, and therefore 
stands longest; hrrring twine fishes well, but only lasts a few 
weeks: 

The mode of curing IH're, Mr. Buck described as foHows:
He cleans the fish as quickly as possible; .washp::; twice-drains 
qllickly- and salts down, onc~ for all. He uses gPllPrally about 
I! bushels of salt to each barrel of shad; the past season he llsed 
50 bushels of salt to 30 ·barrels of shad, and these fish win kpep' 
any length of timp, anywhere. The necess-Tty of a strict inspection 
was strongly urged by Mr. Buck, who expres~ed his anxious dpsire 
to employ, at that moment, an Inspector and cQoper to pack his 
fish for exportation. 

From Cape Maranguin to the hpad of Sack ville Bay, on the 
New Brunswick side, HlP shad fishing is followed both by drift
nets and stake-nets. Each boat has usually "100 fathoms of drift
net; the mesh 4! to 5 inchps. and the nets 60 mesllPs dpep-the 
average catch duriilg the last five years, has been about 20 barrels 
to each boat, during the season. 

Mro John Barnes of Sack ville, who understands the shad-fishing 
of SackvilJe Bay exceedingly well, stated that he fishes both with 
drift and stake-nets; the latter are 30 to 40 meshes deep, and set 
on stakes, J 5 feet apart, between high and low-water mark. He 
takes shad in his stake-nets on the ebb tide. the nets are there
fore on the lower side of the stakes, fastened at tQP and bottom. 
If the tide runs strong the nets must be allowed to bag a little; 
bilt if it is not strong, thq are bettpr stretched tight. One set of' 
stake-nets will not last during the season, as they rot out vpry soon 
-a new net of hE'rring twine has been known to rot out in ~Ieven 
days. No net will last more than a month, unless oiled with raw 
linseed oil, or tanned; tanning the net to be efl'ecti ve, must be 
reppated every week. 

Mr. BanlPs concurred in the opinion, that there are three distinct 
runs of shad, the first, and last, being bv far the best fish. It is 
very rare, he said, to find any roe in shad, and when it was fonnd 
the fish was poor and thin, like the spring shad caught at St. John: 

The usual mode of curing shad at Sack ville, was thus described; 
-The fish are c]paned as soon as possible after belnD' taken from 
the net; they are split, scraped, and waslled, aftpr which they are 
soaked a short time. A second scraping and soaking next takes 
place, when the fish are hung up to drain for half an hour, and 
thpn salted do~'n once fo~ all. Mr. Barnes dQes not approve of 
too much soakIng; he th.lIl~s the fish should be washed sufficfently 
to take the hlood out, as It IS the blood does the mischief. A bushel 
?f salt. is not enough for a barrel of shad, unless they are for 
ImmedIate use; a larger quantity is necessary if the fish are 
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'intendE'd for shipment, or to be kept for any length of time. The 
'TIE'cessity of a rigid inspection "Vas much insisted upon by Mr. 
BarnE's, E'spe~ially as rE'garded shad intended for exportation. 

Sharks appE'ar in Sack ville Bay, at the el~d of August; (me 
W"llS taken there in September last, nine feet in length. by Mr. 
BOllltenhouse. The greatest obstacle to shad fishing in Sack ville 
Bay, arisE'S from the slluthwest galE's, which rush through this I'lalr
row part of the Bay of Fundy, as through a funnel, and occasion
ally blow with much violence; when these meet the ·ebb tide, 
thf.'y canse a very heavy sea, which puts fishing wholly out of the 
question. 

EI,tinuzte of the quantity of Shad ta1cen on the New Brunswicle szde of the Ba.7J 
if FundlJ, from Cape Em'age 10 the Nov(! Scotia Boundm'y, rnade up from 
local iilformation, O<:tober. ) 850. ' 

LOCALITY. 

13hepody !:lay, 

Ditto, ._.. '.' 
Cape Demoiselle to Stoney Creek, 
Memramcook,.(Acadian 'French) 
[)orche~ter to Ca}Je Maranguin J ~. •• 

'Cape Maranguin to Nova Scotia Boundary ... 
Ditto, .. • .. 

Boats, welrs, Quantity of 

I 
. I ,\Total "<lmoer 

&c. caught. barrels. 

8 boats, 
stake ne,ts 
and we-irs, 

25 brio, each, 

50 boats, ,20 brls. each; 
100 boats, 15 brla. each, 
40 nets. 20 brls. each, 

15 'boats, 20 brls. each, 
stake nets., 

:lUU 

200 

10tlO 
1500 
800 
'J01} 
100 

Total, bar<els, 4,100 

The value of picklf.'d shad in October last, as stated by Mr. 
'Chapman. was 278. 6d. fler barreL; at this rate. the value of the 
-shad caught and cUrE·d in the upper part of the Bay of Fundy last 
oseason, was £5,637 IOs.-Tbis amount, 'large as it may appear 
for what has bf.'pn considE'red one of the minor fislwries of the Bay. 
is believed to be even below the actual value. The quantity 'of 
-fish, stated as havjng been .caught, does not include the small shad 
caught below Cape Enrage, nor yet those fish caught in a desul
'tory manflel' within the district indicated, and consumed immedi
-ate'ly by the inhabitants. 

This fishery may be said to have commenced ten years since, 
wllf.'11 drifting for sea shad, at Petitcodiac, was introduced by the 
Rev. Mr. Gauvreau, undE'r the circumstances mE'ntiolled 'in his 
']ptter. It may be renderi'd yet more valuable than .at .prE'sent, by 
an illiproved system of cun~, and careful inspection; whi1e the 
quantity of fuh .caught may be greatly increased, by propel.' 
\l'egulations and judicious management. 

'The Salmon Fisnel,!! of tne Pefitcodiac River. 

Allh{)ugn the lower par.t·.of this river, so far a'S the tide-way 
,extends, 'is excessively lIluddy, yet above the tide, its waters are 
bright, and ripple gently over a gravelly:bed, forming an almost 
{lonstant sllcce8sion,ofpools and rapids. Great.nilmb,'Fs of salmon, 
generally of small sizf.', for1nerly frequented this river: but latterly, 
owing t('} the unmerciful and cruel manner ill which this £'811 has 
been hunted and persecuted, as well in the tide-way as above it, they 
llave greatly diminished, and are at 'present in a lair way of.being 
,,~xti.r'pated altogether. 
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In August 1848, the ,;riter was on t~le upper pall~ of this r~:VeF,. 
near the head of the troe, and at mght, SliHV thuty five hay-· 
makers making war cpon a few salmon which bad reached a pool 
the day previous. They b?ilt large fires· .upon the ~anks, and 
entering the pool,some w~dJng, and others· In canoes wIth torches,. 
each man armed with a pItchfork, they pursued and ~ngled· the
fish until the whole were killed'. At a pool farther up the river, 
the next day, the writer s~w a boy in a canoe, with a: pi~chfork~ 
pursuing a solitary salmon m a shallow pool, frOID whl'Ch}t coul~ 
not escape; the fish was killed at last, but so mutilated as to be
almost worthless. EVE'rywhere on the river, the same destruction, 
appeared to be going on;. it was said by the inhabitants that no> 
FE'gard was pai~ to season. but that salmon were always taken, 
whE'never and however they could be had. 

Unless it be intended, that the salmon fishery of the PE'titcodiac· 
5ha11 be allowE'd to- CE'ase altogE'thE'r, as a thing of no value, it is 
absolutE'ly necessary, that steps should be taken to restrain this. 
wanton destruction of fine fish. If the river is not put under 
some sllperintendence, to restrain the destructive inclination of the 
sojourners on its banks, it cannot be e"pected, but that the salmo)b: 
fishery of the Peiitcodiac will shortly be rem.embered as a fishery
that has· been, bu.t which no. l(}llger exists. 

THE NOVA SCOTIA SHOR'E. 

Cumberland' Bay. 

In this Bay, the shad fishery is als.o. prosE'cnted to. a very con
siderable extent, and of such value is it consid'E'fed, that a speciail 
Act of the Legislature of Nova Scotia. was passed ill 184(}, for its, 
regulation. It is SE't forth in the preamble to this _-\ct, that the 
shad fishE'ry in the County of Gumher:1and is becoming of impor
tanc€', and difficulties and disputes. have arisen" and are likely to, 
arise, respecting the setting of nets, .and the use of d.rift-nets·: to.. 
prevent which, it is enacted that it shall be lawflll for the Justices 
in Sessi(}n, to make rules a-ncl regulations for the setting of nets._ 
the p!acing ()f weirs, the number of nE'ts to be allowed toone person,.. 
the dIstance they shall be \let apart, a.nd whether drift-nets shall or 
shall not be allowed. The Act also providE'S for the appoin.tment. 
of Overseers of the Shad Fishery, each Clverseer to- be assianed 8;, 

partic~la~ district; and fo.~ every TI:et or weir, set or placE'd ;',ithin 
that dlstnct, the overSE'er IS authorIzed to receive, from the ownE'I'"" 
o~ the. same, t~e sum of five shilIings, as compensation for his ser
nces 111. enforCIng th.e fishery regulations. 

Under this Act, the JusticE'S have established c{1rtain rules and: 
regulations, a copy of which. will be found in the Appendix to this 
Report. • 

A.fter cr{)ss-ing the Missagu8sh River, (th~ boundary between 
New Brul1swi.ck and Nova Scotia,), the writer proceeded to> 
Amherst, passmg the La ~lanche River, and subsequently visiting. 
the Napan and Macan. RlVers. At Amherst. much.. informatiolJit. 



Report on the Fisheries in the Bay of Fundy. 151 

as to the shad fishery was communicated by Joshua Chandler, Esq., 
High Sheriff of Cumberland, R. B. Dickey, Esq., and Mr. Gordon, 
Controller of Customs; at the rivers, the writer met Mr. Corbett 
and Peter Niles, both experienced fishermen, and Mr. Coates, an 
overseer of the fishery. From these several parties the following 
information was obtained. 

There are no weirs on the Nova Scotia side of Cumberland Bay, 
nor are any drift-nets used on that side; the people are opposed to 
drifting. The only mode of fishing for shad is by stake-nets on 
the mud flats. Each net is 12 fathoms long, from 28 to 40 meshes 
deep, according to situation; the mesh is from 1! to 5 inches. 
Shad have been taken here as early as the 8th of June; but the 
fishery usually commences on the first of July, and continues until 
the I st of October, although fish have been taken at the end of 
October, .when ice was making. From the Missaguash to the 
the La Planc)le River, there are 12 nets, which, on the average, 
take 5 barrels each, during the season. FrJm the La Planche.to 
Barron's Point, (so named frpm Sir Edward Barron, the grantee 
of that part of AmlH'rst,) there are 60 nets, the average catch of 
which is now 10 barrels annually. It was stated by ali the fisher
men, that the fishing was falling off very much of late, and the 
average catch the last two seasons was only half of what it was 
seven years previously. This they attributed to the great increase 
of drift-nets used in the Bay, by the inhabitants of New Brunswick; 
when the wind is so high that the boats calmot go out to drift, 
then they always get twice as many as when the drifting is taking 
place. 

The nets are so arranged, on the lower side of the stakes, as to 
form a bag on the ebb tide, when most of the fish arf caught; but 
many fish strike the net on the flood, and being shaken out by the 
strong motion on the ebb, (as described by the Rev. Mr. Gauvreau,) 
they are scattered over the fiats, and much "mud-larking" takes 
place before they are all gathered, which sometimes does not happen, 
.and the fish are wholly lost. 

There is no inspection of fish in the County of Cum berland, and 
they are sold entirely on the character of the curer. The mode of 
curing was described as bE'ing the same as that in use at Sack ville, 
but they are soaked longer; a bushel of salt is the quantity gene
rally considered sufficient for a barrel of shad. In. the writer's 
opinion, the fish are injured here by too much soaking before being 
salted; and the quantity of salt used in curing, is not sufficient to 
presrrve the fish' for any length of time. Liverpool salt is gene
rally used, which is much inferior to that from St. Ube's, or Turk's 
Island, for curing fish. 

I t was agreed by all the fishermen here, that there were three 
(listinct runs of fish during the season, as at Petitcodiac, the first 
and last being the best. It is very rare to find a shad with roe; 
the shad-worm and shrimps are frequently found in the stomachs 
of the shad, which left no doubt as to the'nature of their food. 

At Minudie, on the River Hebert, there is a valuable shad 
fishery; and it is asserted, that the fish caught there are fatter and 
much finer than any others in the Bay of Fundy. The fishing at 
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this place, and in Cumb<:>rlanu Bay ~!"ene:ally, is d<:>scribed in the 
following letter from Amos Seaman, Esql!ure:-

" .Minudie, llth SepterrWer, 1850. 

" Sm,-In answer to your cirt'ular of J 2th A ugu~t, relative to the fisheries at 
the head of the Bay of Fundy, I beg leave to say, that I will furnish such infor
mation as is in my pov.er. relative to the shad fishery, which is the only kiud 
successfully followed,.in the Bay and Rivers around here. 

" It is only about fifteeu years s·illce any attention was paid to this bnsiness. 
At first, standing weirs were employed j but owfngto the eircumstance of large 
quantities of illt~rior and ~mall fi~h being caught, the raising of the flats, and 
other undefinable causes, this mode has for some years been di!lcontinued. The 
only methods now practised are by set-nets and drifting j by the latter, far the 
largest quantities are taken; sometimes lnay be seen in Durchester Bay, and 
around the shore~ of Minudie, upwards of two hundred boats out at one time. 
The boats leave the place of rendezvous with the ebh tide, drift down the Bay 
'until they meet the flood, and return with it to the place from whence they 
started. With fa~oul'able tides each hoat will secure from 100 to 150 shad. 
with 80 to J 00 fathoms of net. The fishing season commences in June, and 
termi nates in September. 

" When we consider the great nnmber of nets trlat are set, a!most every 
redident on the shores having one, and some four or more-besides others who 
,'l'me rrom miles inland to embark in the bUf;ine;s-as w(·l1 as the great number
of hoats cOllst'lntly out drifting, it is not perhaps too much to say, that from five 
to six thousand barrels are caught and cured every sea'on. When properly put 
up, in barrels of 2001bs. weight, witb care in curing and packing-the fish being 
split down the belly, the back bone take.} out, and the tail cut off, which is the 
method preferred by the Ameriean merchant, and now followed by many of our 
fishermen-these shad will command from nine to ele,'en dollars per barrel, in 
tbe American market; leaving from six dollars and a half to nine doUars and a 
half to the exporter, after duties and charges are deducted. 

"It i, but a ¥ery few years since any shad were prepared for shipment, the 
people who followed this fIshery being content with securing sufficient for their 
Own wants, and p~rhaps a barrel or two for their neighbollr~. But the fame of 
our shad went abroad, and some American merchants were indnced to try them 
in their market j they were highly prized and sought after. From that time. 
exportations were yearly rnad'e, and have gon .. On st"adily increasing. At the 
present time, there is a great demand for .had caught at the head of this Bay, 
~s being of superior quality-much fatter and of more delicious flavou·r than any 
fou[lrl on the American shores, or in the .markets of the United States. 

"This demand and enconragement, have had a wonderful effect in stimulating 
our fishermen to increased exertions, and greater care in ('nril~g, so that the 
fish may command the highest price, and sustain their character. That the 
supply is inexhaustible, i. pl\lin to everyone; for, notwithstanding the number 
of persons employed, and the means for capture have greatly increased within 
the last few ye~rs, there appears not the least diminution, in the quantity of fi"h 
-none c01:nplam. If the ,'ontemplated Railroad were onr.e in operati'Jn, and 
the CanadJan market, now shut to us by circuitous navigation, ~hould be ren
dered easily accessible, a large field would be opened for our fisheri~s. The 
energies and enterprize of our fishermen would receive additional excitement, 
and the whole trade would flow in that direction, to avoid the he.avy duty of one 
clollar per barrel, exacted by the American Government. We consider OUl" 
shad fishery to be only in its infancy j and not a do.ubt can be entewtained, that 
when a larger field is opened, and improvemeuts in.troduced ill the modes of 
capture and cure, that the trade will become exte-nsive of great importance and 
highly lucrative. '.' 

" You will perceive, that aU my observations have been confined to the shad 
fishery, i~ and ar~und ,Minudie, and the neighbourir.g Bay of Dorchester, at the 
mo?th 01 the PetItcodJac. The ~ame fishery is carried on along the coast to 
Chlgn('cto, and about the shores at Parrsboro', and no dou bt equal quantities 
are caught. t,here; but lor more full inform.atioll., I must refer you to persons ill 
those localities. 
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"I have nothing to say as to other. fisheries here, they being too insignifi('.ant to 
demand Hen a passing noti"e. With my desire, that the foregoillg may be 
found useful and satisfactory, I have the honour, &c. 

AMOS SEAMAN. 

M. H. Perley, Esquire." . 

From Minudie d9wn the coast towa.rd Apple Rivpr, the shad 
fish pry extends as far as Mill Crepk, below which, the waters of 
the Bay become perfectly clpar, and shad a~e not taken. I n this 
distance are the extensive grindstone quarries of Mr. Seaman, at 
the South Joggins; two milps southwpst from thpsp quarries, are 
the Joggins coal-mines, now being worked by the General Mining 
Association of Nova Scotia. The coal is bituminolls; the seam 
is four feet in thickness, with a dip of one foot in three; Ilnder
neath this sean' of coal, therp is a bed of fire clay from two to thrpe 
fpet thick, and below that. another spam of coai, 18 incllt's thick, 
of very supprior quality, bnt which at present, is not worked. 
A bout two miles farther dowll the coast, is thp Ragged Rt'pf, 
where v~ry large grindstones are qnarried, Dlany of them six feet in 
diametpr, and pight inches thick. Along this line of coast, the shores 
are quite perpendicular, and composed altogether of various sand 
stones of the coal measures, a fine section of which can be Seell in 
sailing along the shore. A t the SOl1th Joggins, tlH're are .nume
rous fossil trees in the cliffs, which are well described by Sir 
Sharles Lyell, (who visited this locality a few years sincr) in the 
account of his first visit to North A merica.. To the geologist, 
tIllS place will be found highly interpsting. 
~ ot many fish are caught along this shorp, the inhabitants being 

all engaged in l1lininl! coals, or quarrying grindstones. A few 
shad are taken at the Ragged Reef, where also, there is cod fisll
iug early in summer, and again late in the season. Some haclcl::lClc 
and pollack are likewise taken, and also a few hake; but dog-fish 
are complained of as being very abundant. 

At day light on the 27th Septpl1lber, while standing in for 
this shore, the cutter fell in with a i'had boat from \Vestcock, 
(Sackvillp) which had bepn out all night drifting for shad. TiJere 
were fifty very large and fat shad in the boat, caught during the 
night; the fisherman stated, that two nights previously, the 
weather and the tides being favonrable, he had caught 260 shad 
dming a single night's fishing, 70 of which till"d a barrel; his 
whole catch during the season was 110 less than 5000 fish, equal to 
45 barn-Is. This boat had I 75 fathoms of net, 55 meshf's depp, 
the I1lPsh 4* inches; the material, linen hank-thread, oiled with 
raw linseed oil, and the whole outfit was altogether superior. The 
owner said, that somf' schooners from Saint John, which had been 
up the Bay. shad fishing, had failed, in consequence of having 
made their nets so very black with tar, that the fish saw them 
and would not mesh. 

Off Apple River, some good cod are caught in June, and her
rings are taken in July, with a mesh of 2~ . inches, very fine and 
fat; halibut of excpedingly large size are taken not far from the 
Light HousE' during the summer, but no shad are caught at this 
place, ani! hake very rarely.. Large quantities of smelts, and 
wany small salmon occasionally enter the basin, but there 'are no 
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preparations for taking either. In consequence?f a v~ry violent 
storm the cutter was obJiged to remain two days In the Inner har
bour ~t Apple River, and during t~hat time. g~eat n?mbers of h~r
ring gulls were observed to be busIly engaged In takIng fish, wInch 
appE'ared to be in larg'e schulls. 

At the large rocks called the Sisters, about· three miles below 
Apple Rivpr, there is very good fishing for cod during the summer; 
some boats come over from the New Brunswick shore every season 
to fish there A schooner of 50 tons from Shepody, made a fare of 
cod in six weeks during last season; the residents complained 
bitterly of the damage done to the fishing gro~nd, by the offal ?f 
the fish having been thrown o\'erboard from thIS schooner upon It 
-a practice which is exceedingly llestructive to the fisheries, 
wherever it occurs. 

From the Sisters to Cape Chignecto, there is not much fishing, 
the coast being lofty. without shelter, and greatly exposed to 
southerly or westerly gales. B~tween ] sle . Au Hant and Cape 
Chignecto, there is a bank extending almost entirely- across that 
channel, upon which there is ~ood fishing the greater part of every 
summer. The residents of Advocate Harbour formerly fished to 
some extent upon this bank; but the want of boat sheltpr at Isle 
Au I-laut, has induced them to discjlntinue it almost entirely. 

The writer landed above Cape D'Or, at Fisherman's Cove, near 
Spencer's Island. A t this place, there is fishing for cod, pollack, 
and haddock, commencing about the 10th of May every year; the 
best fishing is in June and July, and it altogether ceases in 
A ugust. There are 25 fishing boats at this place, each boat 16 
fpet keel; the fishing is Ilear the shore, and every family fishes, 
more or IE'ss. Early in the season, they catch a large herring, in 
a mesh of 2± inches; as the season advances t1H'y take a herring 
that is smaller, but fatter, distinguished as "green-backs." These 
are caught in a mesh of 2 inches. A t the end of J llly, or early in 
August, a small herring makes its appearancE', described by the 
fishermen as being fonr or five inches in length, thickest at one
fourth of their length from the head, and tapering off to the taillike 
a smelt. What these fish are, it is impossible to say from the 
description given by the fishermen. Flounder fishing begins here 
about the first of June; but these fish are not in condition until 
August, after which they become fat and good. 

From Spencer's IRland to Cape Sharp, a distance of 20 miles, 
thE're is a wide sweep of coast, known on the charts as Greville 
Bay; there is good fishing inshore nearly the whole extent of this 
B~y, especially near Ratchford's River, Diligence Ri\'er, Fox 
lhver, and Black Rock River. Inside Fox Point, and at the 
race off C?ape Sharp, there is good pollack fishing;· these fish 
appeared 111 great numbers, at these localities, during the past 
season; yet few were taken, owing to the inhabitants not being 
prepared. 

A.t Black Rock River there are several brush-weirs for taking 
herrings; these fir.st appear a~. the latter end of April, but the 
gre.atest abundan~e IS at the end oi May. The first herrings which 
arnve are spawmng fish; they deposit such quantities of spawn, 
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that it can be shovell,ed up upon the beach. A t the latter end of 
June, and during July, a smaller description of herrings come in, 
which are very fat; of thesE', large quantities have been SE'en, play
ing in the tide at a distance from the shorE', but they do not approach 
sufficiently near to enter the weirs, and the inhabitants have no 
nets. These small fat herrings are followed by pollack in great 
llurpbers; and' the pollack fishing is exc:ellent in the vicinity of 
Cape Sharp, for about six weeks, ceasing at the elldof August, 
with the departure of tie herrings. 

In West Bav, there IS good cod fishing until the middle of June; 
and the fisher~en mentioned tlle taking of hali1:rut of such extraor
dinary size as to be almost incredible. Great quantities of flounders 
-or flukes-platessa limanqa-are taken along the coast in the 
autumn, which are first salted, and then dried and smoked. 

It was stated at Black Rock Beach, that although large quan
tities of herrings had been taken in the weirs there during the 
season, yet the weir owners had no salt to cure them, and allowed 
all persons that pleased to take them away; and when this place 
was visited, Oll the 1st of October, it was stated by Richard Lank, 
a resident fisherman, that they had not a single herrin~ in their 
houses for winter USE'. Fishing vessels from Saint John and 
Grand Manan form€'Tly visited this place, bringing abundance of 
herring nets; but the inhabitants thought these nets injured the 
fishery, and by opposition and annoyance, succeeded in driving the 
fishermen away_ 

TIle Basin of J/;1ines. 

At Parrsboro', it was stated by Jam!:'s Ratchford, EsquirE', that 
there are three runs of herring during the season; the first arrive 
about the 1 st of June, heavy with roe, and the beaches are shortly 
after covered with spawn. Th!:' second run are small!:'r, but better 
fish; while the third run are still smaller, but v!:'ry fat, by far the 
best fish of the SE'aSOJ1. The cod follow the herrings, and continue
as long as they remain. Of late years, cod have greatly decreased 
in num bers, while haddock have been more abundant. A breast 
the Village of Parrsboro' long-lines havE' beE'I'l s!:'t for cod witll 
much success, by an amateur fisherman, who lifted them three 
times a day during the season, and Gsually found them loaded 
with fish. There are no regular fishermen at this place, although 
during a certain portion of the spring and summer, herring fishing 
and line fishing might be prosecutE'd to some extent, and with 
considtrable profit. 

The coast from Parrsboro' to Economy Point was visit(;'d, and 
the information obtained from David M'Burney, Esq., of East 
River, (Five Islands,) Silas P. Crane, Esq., of E[;ollomy, and 
other persons on the coast, may be thus stated ;- . 

On the north!:'rll shore of the Basin of Mines, the shad fishery 
begins at Herrington's River, to the eastward of Parrsboro' 
River, and extends along the coast to Port-a-Pique, a distance of 
21 miles. The fishing is carried on both by weirs and drifting; 
in the whole distance there are about 20 brush-weirs. B!:'tw!:'en 
Graham's Head and Economy Point, the flats for about four miles. 
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wprp observed to have an almost unbroken continuance of these 
weirs, crescent shaped, the ends of th0 wp~rs tOllching E'ach .othe:. 

Mr. Craue estimated the whole quantIty of shad taken In thIS 
district, during the season, by drift-nets and weirs, at 1000 bar
rels Drift-nets first came into use hpre abollt five ypars ago, 
since which the weirs have taken the small shad 011.1y. The fish 
taken here are of very good quality; but Mr. Crane said, he 
thouuht the ~inudie shad a shade fatter and bettpr. 

The mode of curing shad here is as follo19 : - The fish are split 
down the back, clp~ned, and washed in salt water; they are then 
struck in salt, in hogsheads: at the pnd of a fortnight, they are 
considered sufficiently struck, and are then packed in barrels for 
market. There is no' inspection of fi"h, the chipf Inspt'ctor at 
Halifax not having appointpd any Deputies in this district. The 
practice of soaking and dl:aining shad, is here deprecated, as tend
ing to impoverish the fish, which it is contended can be sufficiently 
freed from blood and impurities, by' cleanliness and care in split-
ting ann drpssing. . 

At Economy Point, Mr. Holliday h.as a fishing pstablishOient 
for catching and Cluing shad, in connection with Mpssrs. Snow 
and Rich, the pminellt fish mprchants of Boston. .As the Shad 
cllrpd at tllis establishment are for the Boston market excln:;ively, 
they are split down the belly, the back bone takeu ont, and the 
head and tail cpt off; they are then callpu "mess shad," and 
are worth, at Econ'lmy, 32s 6d. per 200lbs .. It was stated, that 
!vIr. Holliday used nets with a mesh of 5i inches, the desire being 
to take the largest and finest shad only; his net.s are 200 fathoms 
!ong, and drying frames are used to stretch them upun, after being 
In use. 

Herrings also strike in on this coast, as at Cape Sharp and 
Parrsboro', but uot in such quantities. Some cod are taken 
from parly spring until 1st of JUI1P, and again in November an.d 
December, by linps attached to polps driven in the flats. Pollack 
do not go up the Basin beyond Five Islands, the waters bping too 
muddy; basse were forIllerly abnnrlant, but none are seen now, 
they having bepn aestroyed by the weirs, and by nets set across 
the r;vers. Many salmon are takpl1 in Economy River, but 
thpy are of small sitP, rarely excpeding the weight of 4lbs. ; 
~ll the rivers in this locality are frequt'l1ted by these small salmon, 
III greater or less numbers. At Five Islands, and some other 
places along this coast, it was stated, that the inhabitants were 
rarely provided with a sufficipncy of salt, when the herrings first 
came in the spring; and that numbers were lost and spoiled in 
consequence .• 

At. Windsor, the writer obtained from Mr. James Burgess, a 
practlcal.fisherman of much skill and intelligence, some very 
valuable Information; from this, and his own observations on the 
southprn side of the Basin of Mines as well as from conversations 
with many fisllPrmen there, the foliowin17 account of the fisheries 
in that locality is compiled. 0 

The taking of shad by drift-nets was begun in Windsor River, 
a:bont twelve years ago. The fishing begins in each season, about 
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the 2.'5th J nne, and continues until about the 10th of August, aftei' 
which it begins t0 fail, and is not followed later, the nnmber of fish 
caught being too few [0 be profitable. The fi~hermen drift from 
A von Bridge down to Cape Blomidon, dropping down with the 
ebb, and returning with the flood; they drift both by night and by 
day, the water being excessively mud,Jy, but as Blomidon is 
approached, tlH' fishing is only by night, as the water there is 
clearer. At \Vindsor, the "shad-worm" is found upon the mud 
flats, bllt thA shad are supposed to fepd chiefly on shrimps, which 
are ill great abundance and of fine quality; they are often iOllnd 
hanging upon tlH' shad-nets, of large size, nparly as large as prawns. 
The shrilllps leave the river in August, and the shad depart at the 
same time; it is thence inferred that the shad follow the shrimps 
to some other locality. 

On the flats bplow Boot Island, in Windsor River, and thence 
down to Flat Island, there an~ standing nets in which shad tlre taken 
later in the spason than by drifting. The quantity taken between 
the Town of W incisor and Horton Bluff is estimated at 1000 barrels 
annually, which, last season, were worth there, on the average, 
32s. 6d. per barrel, as they are all good fish, and care is taken in 
curing them. The Windsor shad are split down the back, well 
washed, and salted at Sackville; thus dressed and cured, 110 fish 
fill a barrel. Last season they sold at Boston for $9 per barrel, 
less by $1 per barrel than if tltey had heen dressed for the A meri
can market, as " mpss shad," in the manner in which they are 
put up by Mr. Holliday, pt Economy, for the Boston dealers". 

The shan fisht;ry is carried on to tbe eastward of Windsor, partly 
by drifting, but chiefly by stake-nets, on the wide spread flats in 
front of Cheverie; thence the fishing is continued to the Shubena
cadie river, up which the spring shad a,scend to the Shubenacadie 
lakes, for the purpose of spawning. During the past season, a 
stake-net was pnt up 3:t Noel, between two and three miles in length, 
in which several thousand shad were taken during a single tide; 
this enormous net is owned in shares by a company, and such 
quantities were taken in it dl11'ing the height of the fishing season, 
that the owners were obliged to work without ceasing, and even 
on the Sabbath, to preserve the vast numbers of fish it secured. 

The drifts~nets in llse at Windsor are 100 fathoms in length, 06 
to ·15 meshes depp; the mesh is from 4! to 5 incllE's- it is being 
diminished yearly, in order to secnre a greater nllmber of fish. 
The expens~ arising from the rotting of the nets, after 'being a very 
short time in llse, was matter of complaint at Windsor, as else
where; but it was found, that Mr. Burgess, dnring the past season, 
had, as matter of experiment, used acomposition ofbis own devising 
and manufacture, which had effectually preserved his nets from 
rotting. This composition consisted of India rubber, dissolved in 
the ordinary burning fluid for lamps, until it became of the thickness 
of rich cream. To this solution, boiled linseed oil was added, in 
the pr'lportion of a pint of oil to a gallon of the solutioll; the nets, 
mad~ of 3 ~hread he.rring twine,. w.ere sirwPly passed through the 
solution, Without bemg steeped III 1t, and were fully stretched out 
to dry. They dried in three days, and were then ofa light reddish 
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~colour, very lH>arly that of the muddy waters in which they were 
to be used. The nets thus prepared by Mr. Burgess were fished 
by him during the ",:hole season .of 1850. in. 9ctober, they were 
examined by the wrIter, who, vnth the permIssIOn of Mr. Burgess, 
tested them thoroughly in every part. !,hey were found perfectly 
sound and strong, flllly sufficient for fislllng another year. 

This mixture having been mentioned by the writer to Dr. Charles 
T. Jackson, the celebrated chemist of Boston, its preservative 
qualities Wf-'re at once admitted by him; but he said, that some~ 
thing much better, and less expensive, might probably be found 
by a few scientific experiments. The preservation of shad nets 
from sudden decay, is matter of very great importance to the fishery, 
not only as regulating its extent, but also the profits to be derived 
frorr. it. No greater boon could be conferred upon the shad fishers 
{)f Cumberland Bay, than the invention of a cheap composition, 
that would prevent their nets from rotting, and permit their use 
until fairly worn out. 

The practice of drying nets upon the grass was reprobated by 
Mr. Burgess, as highly injurious under any circumstances; in his 
{)pinion, all nets wiIllast longer ifstretched on proper drying frames, 
after being in use. 

Salmon ascend the A von, and its tributaries, in considerable 
numbers; many of the smaller size are taken in the shad nets, but 
the larger fish break directly through, the thread not being suffi
cien t to retain them. The spring shad do not go up the A von to 
spawn, nor has any roe been found in the shad caught there. 

Great numbers of gasperean every spring ascend the Shubena
cadie, the A von, the Horton, and Cornwallis Rivers to spawn.
Those taken in the A von; are large but poor; in the other rivers, 
they are much smaller, but thicker and fatter. In the weirs, on 
the" £Iats below Windsor, small fish, called" shiners," are freq'lently 
taken; these are a little fish, shaped like the gaspereau, very 
silvery on the belly, and very fat-they are only used as a pan-fish, 
and are excellent when eaten fresh. 

At Pereau,just below Habitant River, a description of very smaU, 
but very fat fish, not unlike herrings, are taken in A ugust. The 
'Oil from them stains the hapds, and they are so unctuous, that they 
are very difficult to cure. They are often sold fresh from the 
weirs, at ten pence per bushel; but cartloads are frequently used 
to manure the land. The fishermen are decidedly of opinion, that 
they are not young herrings, but a distinct fish; when taken they 
are full of roe, and ready for spawning. The writer had not an 
opportunity of seeing any of these fish, and is therefore unable to 
class then~. It is quite possible they may prove to be sardines, 
some speCImens of which have been occasionally caught in the 
Bay of Fundy. . 
. Cod are frequently taken at the mouth of the A von, by single 

lmes attached to stakes. Hake are said to be abundant in that 
part of the Rasin of Mines, between the mouth of Cornwallis 
River, and Cape BIom~on; they appear about the 1st of August, 
and may be taken durmg the rest oCthe season, in seven fathoms 
water. 
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Smelts ascend all the rivers in this locality, at the close of 
winter, in almost miraculous abundance. Basse were very plenty 
formerly, but are seldom seen now, having been thinned off by the 
weirs, and other contrivances. Tons of eels may be taken at any 
time during the season; one fisherman said, he had seen a stream 
of eels, each as thick as his arm, pass through a gap in a weir, 
during half an hour. 

Very large sturgeon are also taken here; but sharks are only 
found on the northern side of the Basin, where the water is less 
muddy; they are there taken of large size. Mr. Burgess had the 
tail of one, caught there, of the" thresher" species, which mea
sured 3 feet across; this fish was probably 8 feet in length.' 

It was complained by the fishermen, thAt spring-nets were used 
at the Cornwallis River, and Habitant River, which, they said, 
destroyed great qnantities of fish of all kinds; this is a matter for 
inquiry by the authorities of Nova Scotia. 

The Soutlt Shore of the Bay of Fundy. 

To the southward of Cape Split, is Scotch Bay, a wide, open 
roadstead, with ex'tensive mud-flats at its upper extreme. Consi
derable quantities of shad are taken on these flats, chiefly in weirs; 
but a large seine was also used, of which complaint was made, as 
being injurious to the fisheries, by taking numbers of small fish of 
every description. Here the shad fishery ceases on the southern 
shore of the Bay of Fundy, and the geological character of the 
coast changes, The bold and rugged cliffs of the south shore con
sist chiefly of trap rocks. 

From Black Rock down to Brier Island, along the whole south 
shore, there are three fishing banks or ledges, lying parallel to the 
shore, outside each other; their respective distances from the coast, 
have acquired for them the d!,signations of the three mile ledge
the five mile ll:'dge-and the nine mile ledge. On these ledges, 
there are 60 f~thoms of water, but on the crown of each ledge, 30 
fathoms only. The 3 mile ledge, and the 5 mUe ledge, extend 
quite down to Brier Island; b?t the 9 mile ledge can only be traced 
down the Bay, about 14 miles below Digby Gut, abreast of Tront 
Cove, where it ends in deep water. Below Digby Gut, the 3 mile 
ledge and 5 mile ledge are composed of hard gravel and red clay; 
above the Gut, the 3 mile ledge has a rough, rocky bottom, on 
which anchors are frequently lost. Each of these ledges is about a 
mile in width, the outer one something more; between them the 
bottom is soft mud. 

In April, the small rock cod strike in on the south shore, which 
they follow up to Cape Split, whence they cross to the New Bruns
wick side of the bay. This is the opinion of the Yankee fisher
men, who follow them at that season, fishing close in shore; and 
with them, they take many halibut of large size. On the ledges, 
the best fishing is in June and July; but the fishing continues 
until the end of September. The cod taken on the ledges, in June 
and July, are well fed fish, 30 of which, on the average, will make 
a quintal. Pollack strike in generally during July; but the past 
season they made their appearance in May; the fishing for them 
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usually lasts until the end of September-their average size is 40 
to the-quintal. 

On the ledaes, line-fishing on the bottom can only be followed 
on the " sJacl~s" of the tide; dlll'ing the TIIn of the tide, the fish· 
ermen employ themselves in taking pollack by trail~ng near the 
snrface. Large hake art~ often taken on the ledges, wIth the cod; 
thirty of them will make a quintal. It is supposed, that these 
llak~ feed upon the soft bottom between the ledges, it bein~ snch 
as hake are usually found'upon, and that they venture occaslOnally 
upon the lenges, or are in the act of crossing them, when taken. 

Annapolis Basin. 

J n this beantifnl Basin. long celehrated for its fisllE'ries, cod, 
pollack, hake, haddock, and halibut, are taken, nearly all the year 
round; and here als6 are caught those delicious small herrings, 
which, when smoked, are known everywhere as" Digby Chickens." 
Small salmon ascend the Annapolis Riwr, and its branches; shad 
are taken in the Basin, in July; smelts are exceedingly abundant 
in the spring; flounders are taken during the whole summer; cod 
are best in the autumn; mackerel frequently enter during the 
season, and are canght in the herring weirs; eels may be caught in 
any quantity; lobsters are found in varions parts of the Basin: 
c1anJs are to be had everywhere on the flats, and the American 
fishermen freqnently land to dig them for bait; on Bear Island 
Bar, there are extensive beds of large scallops; shrimps abound in 
the Gnt, -Vl'here num bel's of porpoises are shot by the Indians, while 
chasing the small herrings. 

The principal fishery, however, is that for the small herrings to 
be cured by smoking, which are taken altl);;ether in brush-weirs, 
not exceeding 8 feet in height; these are renewed every season, 
the ice usually carrying away the greater portion of them, at the 
close of the winter. The wiers on the Clements side of the Basin 
were visited by the writer, and the following infor;nation was there 
obtained, chiefly from Mr. Simon Wm. Riley of AllIiapolis, Messrs. 
Ditmars, and Wm. L. Hay, of Moose River, and Mt'ssrs. Ditmars 
of Bpar River. The writer was assisted in obtaining information 
by George Milliuge, Esq., of Annapolis, to whom his acknowledge
ments are dlle. 

There were 17 weirs in Annapolis Basin in order for fishinIY 
during the past season; the catch of fish was unusually small 
mnch smaller than it had been for years. Formerly the quantity' 
of herrings cured in this Basin, was from 2.5,000 to 30,000 boxt's 
annually; and twpnty years ago, the average catch of every weir, 
was 2000 boxes each season. The whole quantity cured during 
the season of 1850, from the catch of all the weirs in the Basin, 
was suppoSE'd not to exceed 2000 boxes. 

The s~all herrings ent~r the Basin at the last of May, but the 
gn>at bodIE'S of fish come III June and July; after passing through 
the Gut, they follow up the Granville shore to the Potter Settle
ment, Ilear AI~napo~is, and thence strike over southwesterly, to 
the CI~ments SId:, dlJ'ectl,f across a large bar, or middle ground. 
On thIS, bar, weIrs were first put up about three years since, and 
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they are dry at very low sp~ing-tides only; some of the weir owners 
on the Clements shore, complained greatly of these weirs, which, 
they say, have broken uptbe schulls offish, andrendered their weirs 
of no vah~e, as they catch nothing. :vIr. Ray said, that he formerly 
cured 1400 boxes of herrings every season, from the catch of his 
weir near Moose river; the quantity gradnally'diminished to 400 
boxes. and after the weirs were placed on the bar, it fell off to 200 
boxes; during the season of 1850, he did not get a single fish. 

The first herrings of the season are of all sizes, from four inches 
in length, up to the largest. In J line and July the schulls are of 
more uniform size; the bE'st fish for smoking, are 8 or 9 inchE's in 
length, a round, fat, handsomE', herring-those less than 7 inches 
in length are not smoked. 

It was allE'ged by Mr. Riley, of Annapolis, that about one half 
of all the fish canght in the weirs, are entirE'ly lost; almost all the 
weirs are dry at low water; and he stated, that.he had sometimes 
seen 300 or 400 barrels of small herrings taken during a single tide, 
left in the weir to spoil. The weirs are not opened on Saturday 
night; and as the fish are not removed on Snnday, they are wholly 
lost; some of the weirs have gatE's, bnt very many of them have 
not. It was further asserted by Mr. Riley. that the people were 
too lazy to remove the spoiled fish from their weirs, where the mud 
immediately made over them; and in a good fishing season, the 
herrings wonld accumulate in a weir to the depth of two feet.
Some of the fish thus left to be buried in the mud last season, were 
bought by Mr. George Millidge, who carted up 200 barrels of 
them, to add to his compost heap; and of this there was no dOllbt. 
But Mr. Riley's statements were denied by Mr. Ray, who said that 
the weir owners were yery particular in clearing out their weirs, 
as if dead fish were left in them, the live ones would not enter, and 
no more would be canght. As it is quite certain that this fishery 
hai fallen off to snch ~n extent, as forebodes its ceasing altogether, 
the causes of its decay are suggested as a fit subject of inquiry, in 
Nova Scotia. 

The Messrs. Ditmars are among the best curers in the Basin, 
and the mode in which they cure" Digby Chickens," is as follows: 

The fish are scaled by being washed in bushel baskets with a 
square bottom, open like a coarse sieve, the men standing in the 
water up to their knees. The best fish have very few scales, and 
only half a bushel of them are taken in the basket at once; they 
are then salted in large tubs, the salt being stirred through them 
by hand; the quantity used, is half a bushel of salt, to two and a 
half barrels of fish, which are a tub full. Thq lay in salt 24 hours, 
and are then washed in fresh water to prevent their becoming 
" salt burnt," after which, they are strung on. rods, with their heads 
all one way, and then hung up in the smoke-house. In Clements, 
the smoke houses are usually 30 feet squarf', with 14 feet posts, 
and a high roof; no fish hang nearer the fire than seven feet, but 
the most careful curers do not hang thl'm nearer than eight feet. 
Rock maple only is used for smoking; when it cannot be procured, 
ash is used, being considered the best description of wood after rock 
maple. Beech and birch are deemed very inferior; andit is thought 

11 
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that prime" Digby Chickens," to possess the most perfect cure, 
and finest flavour, must be smoked with rock maple alone. 

The process of smoking usually occupiesS weeks; and it requires 
the whole time of one person to watch the fire, aud attend to the 
smoldng, in which much judgment and great care are required. 
The smoke is usually made up at night-fall, unless the weather is 
warm and wet, during which time no fires are made. In fine 
weather, the smoke-houses are thrown open during the day to 
cool; and the greatest care is taken, at all time~, to keep down 
heat, and to render the smoke-houses as cool as possible, by nume
rous windows ann openings. After being smoked, the fish are 
packed in boxes of the established size; ,these are 18 inches long, 
10 inches wide, and S inches deep, measured on the inside; and 
there should be 12 rods, or 24 dozen of fish, in a box of prime 
herrings. If the fish are large and of the best quality, it requires 
some pressure to get this number into a box. 

The differences between the modt's of curing 8moked herrings in 
Annapolis Basin, and that in use at Grand Manan and Campo 
Bt'llo, consist principally in the greater care in washing the fish, 
and handling them in baskets, in small quantities; in hanging 
them at a greater distance from the fire; in the use of rock maple, 
almost exclusively, for smoking; and in precautions taken to keep 
the smoke-houses cool at all times, while the process of smoking 
is going on. 

In Ure's Dictionary of Arts, Manufactures and Mines, (Article 
" Putrefaction,") the process of curing provisions by smoking, is 
thus described :-

" SJIlOKING.-ThiR process consists in exposing meat previously salted, or merely 
rubbed over with salt, to wood smoke, in an apartment so distant from the fire, 
as not to be unduly heated by it, and into which the smoke is admitted by flues 
at the bottom of the side wallR. Here the meat combilles with the empyreumatic 
acid of the smoke. and gets dried at the same time. The quality of the wood 
has an influence upon the quality and taste of the 8moke-dHetl meat; 8m~ke 
from beech aud oak, being preferable to that from fir and larch. Smoke from 
the twigs and berries of juniper, from rosemary, peppermint, &c. imparts some
what of the aromatic flavour of these plants. A slow 8moking with a slender 
fire, is preferable to a rapid and powerful one, as it allows the 'empyreumatic 
principles time to penetrate into the interior substance, without drying the 
outside too mnch. The process of smoking depeuds upon the action of the 
wood acid, or the r.reosote, volatilized with it." 

The writer sincerely hopes, that from the information here given 
with reference to the cure of smoked herrings in the Basin of A nna~ 
polis-which have hitherto borne the hight'st charactel', and obtained 
the highest price-the curers of Grand Manan and Campo Bello 
may draw some hints for thl'ir guidance, which will enable them 
hereafter to cure their fish equally well, and compete successfully 
with the" Digby Chickens." . . 

Brier Island . 

. T?ere is ~ la~ge fishing population in the Brier Island fishing 
distrICt, WhICh mcludes Long Island, and part of the adjacent 
shore. From the best 'information that could be obtained. it was 
found that this distric.t sends to the fisheries 'between 40 -and 50 '. 
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:vessels, from 1-5 to 30 tons t"ach, and upwards of I 00 shore boats. 
The vessels have generally five men, and the boats two men each. 

-The cod fishing commences about the 20th of April, and con
tinues until Octaber. The first fishing is in shore, at the distance 
1)f half a mile to a mile and a half from the land; 8S the season 
advances, the fish go off into deep water, on the ledges. Pollack 
fishing, the next in importance, begins about the 15th of June, and 
lasts until the end of September; they are caught chiefly on " the 
rips" 0ccasioned by the conflict of tides; those caught off Brier 
Island wiJI average 35 or 40 to the quintal. In the latter part of 
the season, it requires the livers of 18 quintals of pollack only, to 
make a barrel of oil ;-they must therefore be in fine condition, 
.and prime fish. 

Cap·tain Laffoley, a native of Jersey, who has lived 32 years at 
Brier Island, stilted to the writer, that the principal fisheries there, 
were those for cod and pollack. From that Island, the fisheries 
.are prosecutt"d chiefly in chebacco-boats and shallops, from 16 to 
24 tons burthen; in these the fish are split and salted on board.
In the spring, they fish off the western part of Brier Island, and 
thence to Cape St. Mary, in l;"l to 60 fathoms water, with a tide of 
fOilr knots. At mi,d-summer, they fish in 60 fathoms water, off Bear 
Cove, (Petite Passage) and thence to the" west-north-west bank," 
about 9 miles from the land, in 15 to 30 fathoms water, with a 6 
knot tide. Of course, bottom fishing can only be prosecuted on 
~, the slacks." During the summer, the fishing vessels sometimes 
Tun down to the Lurcher Ledge, 20 miles S.S. W. from Brier 
Island, and there fish in 15 t@ 30 fathoms water; at this ledge 
they rarely fail to get a full fare of cod in a few day·s, with favour
able wel\ther. On the fishing grounds mentioned, it is very rare 
to take either hake, or haddock, the bottoms being rocky and very 
rough. Halibut are very abundant, and of large size, especially 
upon a bank, 6 miles west of Brier Island. In summer, they are 
frequently a plague to fishermen, who shift their ground ·to avoid 
them, as they soon fill up a boat or small vessel. Captain Laf
foley said. he had frequently seen halibut thrown on -the beach as 
worthless, the fins and napes only 'being cut off j in spring much 
halibut is dried, ht in summer it will not dry, as the flies spoil it 
.at that ·season. 

The fair average catch of a Brier Island fishing vessel, by line
fishing ·during the summer, is 100 quintals of fish to each man. 

The mode of coring cod was thus described I;ly captain Laffoley, 
as that generally followed by those who desired to make dried fish 
of the first quality. Before being split, the fish are washed; after 
being dressed and split, they are again washed. Cod are· salted 
with half a bushel of salt to a quintal of fish; in summer not quite 
s() mucil, as then they take salt quicker. They lay in salt five or 
six da.ys, a.fter which they are washed, and put in pile to drain for 
24 hours; they are then put on the flakes to dry. After eight or 
nine days of fine weather, they are put in press-pile, in which they 
remain a week or more to sweat; they are then spread out again 
on.a fine day, after which they are put once more in press-pile, in 
'Wiich they remain, until they are put into store, or shipped for .. 
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exportation. The cod caught in deep water off Brier Jsla~d,.are 
exceedingly large,· thick, well fed fish, of the best descrlp tlO1l"' 
Some of these, c1l1'ed by captain Laffoley, were il'lspected by tIie 
writer; they were 14 to the quintal. and could hardly be sl~rpas
sed either in the intrinsic excellE'l1ce of the fish, or the adnmable 
ma~ner in which they WE're cured. If the fish caught in tIle Bay 
of Fundy were all cured in. the same perfect manner, ther~ would 
be no complaint of tne want of markets; wherever they: mIght be 
sent, they would be highly prized, and· would at all tImE'S com
mand remuIlE'rative pricE'S. 

Tbe superiority of the large ~en fE'd cod, caught in the exceed
ingly cold and dE'E'p watE'f of thIS part of the Bay of Fun~YI e~pe
cially for table use, is perfectly understood by the AmE'fICap fish
ermE'n, who resort to these gronnds every season, in grE'at nnmbE'fs. 
Whole fleets of American fishing schoonE'rs appear off Brier Island 
in the spring as soon as the fishE'ry commences; and it was com
plained by captain La:tToley, as also by other fishermen of the same 
locality, that thE'se VE'ssels disturb the fisheriE's in a variE'ty 0.£ ways. 
If thE'y cannot buy bait, tllE'se fi~llE'rmen cO.me in shorE', set their 
own nets in the best places, and In fact, do Just what they please, 
from mE're superiority of numbers. 

Herrings make thE'ir appearance. about the 10th of A pri! every 
srason; these are the large spawning herrings, full of roe. At 
Brier Isl~nd, thry are chiefly takel~ for bait, but at Long Island, 
and on the south s110re up to Digby Gut, and for some distance 
above, many· ar~ taken in set nets and put up for sale. The nets 
gE'nerally used are 20 fathoms long, and 4 fathoms deep, "ith a 
mesh of 2! inches; tQecse are set "off and on" shore, with grap
nels and buoys. 

The deE'p-sea herring fishecry comnlE'nceS at the end of ~iJay; it 
is prosecuted in 0pE'n day light, at half a milr, to six milE'S, from the 
land, with the same nets as in spring. WherevE'f the fish are seen 
to break, the nE'ts are thrown over and allowed to rE'main in the 
water from five to tE'n minutE'S only; thE'y are then taken in, 
cleared of fish, and again thrown ov~r- this is continued as long 
as any fish can be taken. These are excE'llent herrings; and the 
fishing for them continuE'S until the middle of July. A ftE'r that 
time, the herrings strike·over to the" ripplings" o(Grand Manan, 
where tllE'y continne to play during t.he rE'st of the SE'ason, these 
" ripplings" abounding with shrimps in vast quantities. At the 
full and change of the moon, on the spring tidt>s; the Brier Island 
fishing vessels go over to fish on the ,. rippJings," as during those 
tides, the herrings are found there in grE'atE'st abundance. 

No capE'lin has ever been seen at Brier Island; the shores are 
probably too rocky, and there is too much tide and surf. Squid 
(cuttle-fi~h-sep1~l arcHca,) in some seasons, appear in August, 
and contll1ue untl1 October; they are by far the best bait, when
eVE'r they can be procnred. 

Israel Outhouse, a fisherman residing at Petite Passage, said 
the average catch of E'acll man, in the shore boats, was 50 quintals 
of fish during the season. .It was formE'rly much more, but has 
decreased of late years, OWlI1g, as he believes,to there being mlfe 
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fish.ernwn on the ground. The mackerel fishery, he says, was 
very uncertain; sOl1wtimes very good, and then none at all. A 
few only were taken during the· past season ,; th€se were caught 
solely by line fisning on the trail, and not with jigs, in the Ame
rican fashion, that mode of fishing not being generally underEtood 
>or followed. 

Mr. Payson, a magistrate of Brier Island, Mr. Robert Cutler 
J ones, and other· gentlemen connected with this coast, are clearly 
-of opinion, that the herring fishery might be prosecuted profitably, 
to a much greatE'r extent than at present; and they agreed, that 
the cod taken off Brier Island, especially on the west-north-west 
bank, we,re probably as finE', well fed fish, as conl{] possibly be 
found anywhere. Their excellence, they said, was fully admitted 
by the Americans, who came there to fish. expressly with the view 
of curing the cod they caught as "table fish," vvhiQh bring a high. 
price in thE'ir own market. , 

Mr. Benjamin H. RlIgglE's, of the Customs Department at 
'Westport, Briel' Island, furnished the following informa.tion as to 
the fisheriE's there. After describiug the mode of curing cod, as 
.already stated, Mr. Ruggles says:-

' .. H,"N'it'lg", .in general, Ilre badly oured with us. The summer herrings, in 
llarticular~ require much care,; they should he split with a knife, scraped inside, 
.and then passed through,clt'ar, cc.ol water. Each fish should be separatply filled 
with salt" and thenll""ked a,;ay, not to be again reracked. No.should be 
branded No. I, miles" 'Oured III ,th1S manner; our fishermeTI are too eager for 
-quall!ity, witboot regard to quaHty; but the la,v of this Province relative tu the 
in~pection of pil'kled fish, hascamed mme caution than herewfnre • 

. , I belie\'e that if no herrings were allowed to be entered at the Custom 
Houses in New Brnnswick, but those legally cleared from some Custom House 
in this Prm'inee, it wonld ,revent much imposition au the country:people of 
New Brunswick. As it is., many herrings are elandestinely shipped from this 
Province and sold in New Brunswick, by which many are shamefully de<:eived, 
,and the charader of the fi:;h greatly injured. 

" I aal well convinced" that if the American~ were allowed to fish in common 
with our fishermen, in consideration of OUI"fish being admitted into the Ameriean 
market f~,ol d~lty, it would he to OnT adyallta-ge. The Americans, at present, 
enjoy all the fishing grounds of any worth in the Bay of Fnndy,; and all they 
require i<, the liberty of taking hait freely, of which they now proc,lIre a supply 
..clandestinely. The American ma.rket, even with the present duty, is a rather 
!letter market f<>r our best quality of dry fish, than call be f<)~ndiu the 
Provinces." 

The followl1tg return of Ihe aoats, t'es,refs, ana men, belonginp to the Parish of 
Westport, and emploped in the fisheries, also tite quantitp 0/ fish caught bp tltem 
dlt1'ing tile .season of 1850, is jMrnished by lHr.llMggles;-

Number and de..,rip~ioll ot, Wit •. BrJ.ol 
• Boats and Vesssels No. 01 Fair average catch per mqn of the dty her· Brls of 

employed. Men, product. of the fisheries. fish. rings. cod. 

48 open boats, 2 men .. acb.; 90 70 quintals dry fish per man, 
6 barrels herriIlgs per do. 

6.720 
576, 

'26 deckM v~8Sels, from 10 
to 30 tons, average 5 men to 
,each, •• _ ... •• •• 

16 vessels, ,in all 246 tons, 
-one trip to the Magdalen 
.!slanddn ,the ,spring, for 
_herring~, 

Total, men 

1 barrel oil per do. 96 

2 barrels oil per man, 260 

130 90 quintal dry fi.h per man, U'700~ I 

r
OO barrels herdngs each vessel, 2,600 

~ 50 barrels herring~ each vess~l. _._. _ 2,100 __ 

256 'fatal, 18.420 .276 356 
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The quantity of h~rrings smoked at Brier Island is small, not 
exceeding 500 boxes III a season. 

The valuable and varied fisheries of St. Mary's Bay, were not 
inspected by the writer, whose inquiries in the Bay of FUlldy ~ 
terminated at Brier Island. 

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 

THE CURE OF FISH. 

It is quite clear from wl~at has been previously stated,; that. an 
the fish taken in the Bay of Fundy, on the New BrunswICk sIde, 
are very badly cUl't'd, wh~ther pickled, ~lri~d, or smoked.; and 
there is besides, great defiCIency m the we"ight of barrels of rICk led 
fish. In fact, no reliance whatever can be placed upon the mspec
tion, or the weight of fish, although the barrels may bear the brand 
of an inspectorregularly appointed. Besides being highly injurious 
to the interests of commerce, and to the advancement of the fish
eries, it is highly discreditable to allow the laws to be thus openly 
evaded, and set at defiance. 

The fish of the Bay of Fundy, when drawn from tbe water, are 
most excellent; they can searcdy be equalled, and ct>rtainly noli 
surpasses.. elsewhere. Yet theSe admirable fish, either flOm igno
rance, neglect, or laziness, or all combined, are so wretchedly 
cured, as only to be fit for the poorest markets, and are only soU 
because there is an insufficient supply of fish generally. WhilE" 
thousands ()f quintals of cod, caught in the Bay of Chaleur, ana 
cured in the best manner on the shores of New Brunswick, have 
been shipped annually by the Jersey merchants, from Shippagan and 
Curaquet, to Brazil, Spain, Portugal, Sicily, and the Italian States, 
not a single quintal of fish has been sent from the Ray of Fundy 
to the markets of the Mediterranean. because none have bPen 
cured fit to send! And even of the sec{md and third qualities of 
fish (distinguished as " Madeira" and" West India") the cllre has 
been so indifferent, that their shipment to foreign markets has 
almost invariably been atte~ded with loss to the exporter. 

The following letter from Edward Allison, Esquire, a highly 
respectable merchant of this city, who is earnestly engaged in 
endeavours to (}pen various branches of trade with distant foreign 
markets, explaills clearly, and distinctly, the frauds to which 
exporters are subjected, and the losses accruing from badly cured 
fish:-

., Saint Jf)lvn" 20th November, 1850. 
"RIR,-Fo1!' Fev~ral years past, our house has been among the principal 

exporters offish-largely of alewives to the United States, and to a considerable 
extent, in cod, hake, haddock, &c. to the British aad Foreign West Indies . 

. " ~Ilr c~rt' of alewiv~s has ?en,erally given sali~factilJn > but there is great 
?JssatJsfactIOn as to the lD~pectlon, and mure especially a~ regards weight. This 
18 of much flons('qoence, and in seasons like the past, when iish were scarce, and 
more valuable than salt, there has been a general deficiency of fish in the 
barrel. In fae~, wi.th t:he exeeptio~ of a. few brands, no dependenl"e as to
character o~ weIght I~ gIven ~y the lllsp~chon. I believe that the pickled fish 
~re mre!y, If eve~, welg?ed prIOr to pal"kmg. An ordinary berring barrel, wbich 
IR, I beheve, 17 Inches III the head, and 31 inches il1 the stave, wil:L not contailA 
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2()'()lb~. of alewives, unless packed with great care and attention. The short 
weight of our alewives has already proved its effect upon their ;:haracter. and in 
the West Iudia markets they will not sell at full price~, ~tnless subject to being 
re.weighed. Weare aware pI" a serious deduction having to be submitted to, 
in a parcel shipped to Jamaica a few months since. They were sold at a good 
price, hut on delivery were found so short of weight, that the de.1uction swept 
away all profit, especially as duties and expenses were paid as on a merchantable 
article. In re'-packing a parcel also for the ship" Courier," for the market of 
Mauritius, we found scarcely a barrel h "ontain more than 1601bs. or 1701bs. 
of fish, although inspected, and branded, .. No. I, 200Ibs:' This is a serious 
e\'il, and must be remedied, or it will i:estroy the export trade in this article. 

" IN e are told that the empty barrels are frequently branded prior tn packing', 
and I am informed, they are so delivered at the cooperage. The Corporation 
should nominate only persons of charader to fill the responsible office of in'pec· 
tor; on their being sworn iIt, they should take substantial bonds for the faithful 
performance of the duties, and deal rigidly with the delinq.uents. This we think 
the most salutary way to correct the serious evil which now exists. The 
Corporation shollld also take care to prosecute those who act as inspectors, 
without qualifying themselves. We could name those who have branded as 
inspectors this year, but whu have not been licencej todo so, and they escape 
because not prosecuted. . 

.. The codfish. hake, and haddock are certainly \"ery inferior in quality to 
those shipped at Halifax. and I much fear that our exports of dry fish will not 
be an important item, until the quality is improved. This does not apply so 
much to the fish, as to. the want of care, and attention to spli·tting, curing, and 
drying. 1 can safely say, I h~ve not seen a strictly merchantable fish, since I 
have resided here-I mean such fish as are shipped from Halilax, Newfoundland, 
and Cape Breton. There the fi.h are so completely cured and dried, that many 
are shipped in bldlr, to Europe and South America, and reach their ~stinations 
in good order; while the best we· can get here, carefully screwed, rarely reach 
their destination in as good order as we would wish. The fault is-want of 
care in splitting and salting, hut more especiallv in drying; we rarely get them 
so dry, as not to s}.}ow pickle under the screw. This is not kcown elsewhere, 
and until'our fish are better made, they are not fit to ship. 

" During the past few years, we have made various shipments of fish to foreign 
ilorts, and with doubtful success, arising from their delivery in bad order; and 
WI' are almost discouraged from shipping dry fish, unW we can purchase an 
article better prepared for a sea voy~ge. . 

Your obedient servant, 
EDWARD ALLISON • 

.M. H. Perley, E.quire." 

In a note to the writer, which accompanied the aboye letter, 
Mr. Allison says:-

" To contend with, there is mueh ignorance, carelessness, and unwillingness to 
tearn, and it will requi~e all your patience to aecomplish the ohject you bave in 
",iew. Much of the difficultv arises from I~al cireumstances. Our fishermen 
have ... choiee of markets betweell St. John and Eastport, and if they get flour 
~heaper at the latter, it is an inducement to take their fish there. The evil is, 
that our people hav.e no certain market; they go to.day to Eastport; to·morrow 
to Saint .John, or elsewhere; in the m~antilIle they get into a careless way of 
attending to their fish, not preparing them for any market especially, and not 
expecting to keep them lon~ on hand, they do not dry them, as they should do." 

The advantagE's which have arisen from the careful inspection 
.of herrinas in Scotland, and the great confidence given by th~ offi
cial brand affixed by the Officers of the Board of British Fisheries, 
to Scottish herrings in foreign markets, have been stated in the 
wri.ter's preceding Reports. Since those Reports 'Were presPDt.l'd, 
certain Resolutions passed by the Chamber of Commerce of Wwk 
and Pi.11teney Town, and laid before Parliament, have b~en received, 
the .substance of which may be thus briefly stated. The first 
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resolution states, that before t~e establish.ment of the Fishery 
Board the total quantity of herrings cured In Scotland amounted 
to abo~lt 90,000 barrels, which h.ave been increased ~Y the Boa.rd's 
exertions to 600,000 bartels, whIle tl~e mode of curmg, assortI.ng, 
and putting up, or prep~rillg, f?r various markets, ~ad been Jm
proved in at least a sinnlar .ratIo. Tl~e next res?lutlOn states, that 
the increase in the ex portatlOn of herrings to foreJgn markets could 
not have been arrived at in so short a timE', but 'for the care taken 
in affixinO' the official brand, which serves as a passport in all 
foreign c~untries, freeing the trader from m~ny e.xpensive and 
vexatious regulations formerly enforced by forE'Jgn govE'rnments. 

In consequence of the full reliance placed upon the official brand 
in Scotland, barrels of herrings bearing it, are transferred from 
hand to hand on the continent, with the utmost confidence, and 
transported to the most distant parts of Europe. 11'1 1849, it was 
repreOiented to the Fishery Board ~y the most influential mer
chal1ts of different cities on' the contJI1l~nt, that the large cOlUmer
cial dealings in which they engage with Great Britain for herrings, 
are undertaken and maintained upon the Government Brand, 
and that nearer markets would be resorted to, but for this attes
tation of quality stamped upon British herrings: 

FOREIGN MARKETS FOR FISH. 

As a .nowledge of the markets for fish properly cured, is mat
ter of great importance, the writer has bt'en at some pains to 
acquire information as to the amount of dulies and restrictions in 
Europe and America, which is here submi~ted. 

A large proportion of the picklpd herrings of Scotlaild go to 
Prussia, and the States under the Germanic Union of Customs; 
this is in consequence of the low duty. In the Germanic Union, 
the duty is 3s. sterling per barrel on salted herrings, aild Is. per 
barrel on smoked herrings; the quantity of Scotch herrings sent 
there annually is 150,000 barrels. 

Austria, an adjoining country, to which there is easy access 
from Prussia, probably receives some of the British herrings; but 
the rluty there is 1s. sterling per barrel, besidps a transit duty of 
Is. 6d. per barrel on all herrings passing through Prussia, to Aus
tria or Poland. In consequence of these duties, British herrings, 
instead of bec~ming a st~ple export to Austria, as they ought to be, 
to the CatholIc populatIOn of that large empire, are rt'served as 
objects ofluxury for the hIgher classes. The loss' of a direct trade 
with Austria, deprives the British merchant of a .ricll market, 
which would carry off many thousand barrels of herrin as . 

. Russia is another country to which a l.arge export °of herrings 
mJght be made, but a heavy ad-valorem duty is assessed upon 
them, t~e vah~e being calculated fro.m the first imports of the sea
son, whICh bnng an extravagant prICe. In Russia, also, fish are 
exposed to the injurious practice of braackitlg, which consist in 
opening the barrels, and removing the contents to 1nspect them. 

In F.rance, the duties on th~ importation of fish are as follows: 
-ForeIgn ~sh by French vessels, per 100 killoO'rams, 40 francs 
or £1 12 6 sterling; if imported in foreign ve~sds, or by laud: 
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4-1 francs, or £ 1 15 2 sterling. These high duties e'Hirely ex
cludp British fish from the French market. 

I II Hulland, the importation of a1l kinds of salt fish is prohibited. 
J n Belgium, the duties on British fish of every kind vary with 

the spason at whieh the importation takes place, as also "vhether 
imported in a British or foreign vesspl; but all the duties are so 
high as to exclude herrir.gs and drit'd fish. 

No Britislr fish have been sent to Sweden or Denmark; the 
reason for this is not ascertained, but the extensive fisheries of 
Norway preclude the hope of a markpt in that quarter. 

Smokf'd herrings are sent from Scotland· to Geneva, Leghorn, 
~aples, Sicily, Venice and Trieste. In .\"aples and Sicily, the 
duty is estimated as 10;;. per barrel, which added to the freight, 
renders the article a luxury, and kepps it from the greater part of 
the population. 

I rupnrts of British fish, on a small scale, are recE'ived in Sardinia, 
Tuscany, the Roman States, GreE'cE', and the Ottoman Empire, 
with all uf which, a trade of SOlllP eXtent might be pslablished, but 
for the uniform system of high duties kept up in each. 

One or two vt'ssels are cleared an nually, at St. J oh ns, N ewfollnd
land, with dried fish for the Ionian blands, and for Egypt; but of 
the ValllE' of the trade ill those quartE'rs, no exact information has 
been obtained. 

I n Portugal, tlw duty on cured fish is fixpd at 1,600 reis, or 
about 9s. sterling per quintal. Tilt' object of this high duty was, 
to protect a fishing company whose opt'rations have failed, and it 
is 1I0W urged, that ?ortngal ol1ght to relax .this duty, and allow 
the admission of British fish, 011 terms in accordance with the 
reciprocal good relations which subsist bE'twE'en Portugal and Great 
Britain, as to oiher articles of gpneral commerce. 

In Spain, foreign fish of all kinds, fresh, saltE'd, or dried, t'xcept 
codfish, and stock fish, are prohibited. If the::;e are imported ill 
the vpssels of Spain, a dllty of 30 per cent. is charged; ifin foreign 
ves:3t'ls, the dllty is 4() per cent.,and this difference gives the carry
ing trade to the Spanish ,'essels. GrE'at numbers of Spanish vessels 
resort annually to ~e\Yfol1ndland for cargoes of dry fish, and some 
of these vessel;; have also visitt'd Halifax for the same purpose.
But none of the vesst'ls of Spain have yet visitE'd the Ports of New 
Brnnswick, alth'lUgh the fish caught npar its shores are equally as 
good as those of Newfoundland, or Nova Scotia-their Cllre is so 
bad. that tlwy are dtogt'ther unfit for the market of Spain. 

With the Spanish Islands of Cuba and Porto Rico, an extensive 
trade might be carried 011 in fish, in return for tropical p.rOdllcts, if 
the fish of New Bmnswick were properly cured and dried to'stflnd 
the climate, and give satisfaction to the consumers. The writer 
has procured frum Washington, translations of the several tariffs of 
duties lEvied on fish, in Cuba and Porto Rico, from which it appears 
there are four separate rates. The lowest rate is on Spanish fish, 
importpd direct in a Spanish vessel; the next, on foreign fish 
importpd from Spain in a Hpanish vessel; the third rate, is on fish 
imported direct from foreign countries in a Spanish vessel; and 
the fourth and highest rate, is on foreign fish, imported in a foreign 
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,'essel. ~der the last of these rates, pickled h~rrings are sU,bject 
to a duty of 3;~~ per cent, the value being establIshed at an umform 
rate of $4.50 per barrel; the amount of duty is therefore $1.52 
per barrel. Dried fish of all kinds pay a duty of 27! per cent:, 
the value beinO' fixed at $3.50 per qlllntal of 100 lbs.; the duty IS 

therefore 97 ce"nts per 100 lbs. When foreign caught herrings and 
dried fish, are imported in a Spanish ,:essel, they pay. rates of duty 
amounting to $ [.07 per barrel on herrmgs, and 69 cents per 100tb 
on dried fish. If vessels load a full cargo of produce at any of 
the ports of Cuba or Porto Rico, an allowance' of one-fifth is 
deducted from the duty on the inward cargo. The tonnage duty 
on foreign vessels is 77 cents per ton; but if they load with full 
cargoes of molasses, they are tree from the tonnage dnty. , 

Some uf tile badly cured fish, mentioned by Mr. A !lison, which 
were shipped to Cuba last season, having been sold there, the fol
lowing is furnished as the account of sales, dated Matanzas 
November 26, 1850:-

Sales, 
50 ilrums fish, weighing 22,00510, sold at $2~, $605 

Charges, 
Note of Duti~~, 
Duties on 22,20010, at $3!, 
Balallza-i per cent. on Duty, 
Freight per Bill ()f Lading', 
Labour, weighing, and d~livering, 
CUInmission, 5 per cent on $6U.5 1, 

Net proceeds, 

•• $Z 1 
.. 2J7 5 

~ 1 
.. 58 2t 
.. ]0 0 
.. 50 2 
--$320 3t 

•• $284 5! 

In Brazil, the duty on dried cod is 2.500 reis the qnintal of 
I OOths; on other fish, the dnty is 25 per cent. on their valllation. 
At Pernambuco, on the 21st October, 1850, the price of dried cod 
was 10 milreas 200 reis the 100ths. The e:schange was then at 
28~ pence sterling the milrea j conseql1pntly the price of dried cod 
was equal to £1 4 II sterling per IOOth, and the duty 5s. lId. 
on the same. The milrea is an imaginary currency. the value of 
w~lich is governed by the exchange on London, and fluctuates 
accordingly. 

Tn the U niled States, all fish pay aduty of 20 percent. ad valorem, 
under the tariff of 1846. Besides the markets for fish in the sea
board Cities of the Union, there iS'a large and growing ·demand for 
fish in those States which border on the Great Lakes, and which 
may be supplied through Canada, by the Saint Lawrence. There 
wO.llld seem to be an almost unlimited demand for pickled herrings, 
as well in those States as in Canada West, if caught in proper 
season, and well cured; when sufficient care in these respects is 
taken, the rapidly increasing population of the vast fertile districts 
of the West, near the Great Lakes, whether Canadian or American 
will long continue to offer a snre and profitable market for th~ 
products of the fisheries. 

'The Honorable Commissioners of the Board of British Fisheries 
having intimated their readiness to furnish information: the writer 
applied to them fot;. a statement of the prices of herrings and dried 
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fish ~n Sc~tlan~, with the v~ew of comparing them with tilP prices 
obtaIned In New BrunswICk. In rf'ply to the application, the 
following letter was received :-

" Board of British Fisheries, 
Edi'l1bU1'!Jh, 2d January, 185 J. 

"SIR,-l duly received your letler of 19th November, 1850, requesting two 
copies of Captain Washington's Report on Fishing Boats, and also a statement 
of the average prices of pickled herrings, and dried and pickled cod in Scotland' 
and having Illid the same before the Honorabl" the Commissioners of the Boara' 
I have by their directions forwarded to yon bymail, the two Reports in question: 
I now beg 10 subjoin a statempnt of the prices required by you, which have been 
taken in the month of September, and for tbe five years from ]846 to 1850 both 
indusive. . ' 

" The Commissioners have de.ired me to return you their thanks for the 
promi.e of seuding them a copy of yonr Report, when pnblished. 

] have the honor, &c. 

M. H. Perley, Esquire." 
B. F. PRIMROSE, Secret,;ry. 

Prices of Heni11gs from the Leith P)'ices current. 

September 1846, 
" 1847, 

1841, 
1849, 
1850, 

White Her'gs, p. bbl. 
14s. to ]8~. 

20s. to 228. 
178. fo 198. 
lOs. to 17s. 
ISs. to 18~. 

Red Her'g', p. bbl. 
16s. to I ~s. 
20s. to 22s. 
178. to 19 •• 

68. to 16s. 
14s. to 16s. 

P1'ices 0/ Dried Cod. Fish, from private information. 
September 1846, average 158. per Cwt. 

J 847, do. 14s. do. 
" 1848, do. ] 4~.. do. 
" ] 849, do. 15s~ do. 

1850, • do. 15s. do. 
Dried ling fish may be quoted I s. per ewt. higber than the above. 
The fish c.nred at the Stations. a(l'reahly to Ihe Board's printed direc.tions. 

and punched by its officers, were sold and shipped for tbe Spa1llsh market, at 
prices from 7 to 10 per cent. higher than the ilbove quotations. Pi"kled cod-fish 
per barrel sells gener"lIy from 18s to 24s. London is the principal market fo!' 
this ~rticle; and whell the barrels ar" inspected and branded by the Board's 
officers, they sPll from 25s. to 40s. per barrel. 

B. F. PRIMROSE, Sec1'f!tm'Y' 

The Island of Jt'rsey presents a market for pickled herrings. A 
parcel of the .. QU'lddy Herrings" shipped from Campo Bello, 
netted the shipper 22s. 6d. sterling per barrel. There are no duties 
in Jersey, and the port charges are very low. 

FISH BARRELS. 

In connection with the question of foreign markets, the quality 
of the barrels in which pickled fish ought to be' shipped, is very 
material. I n Scotland, heretoforE', barrels of hard wood only have 
bE'en permitted; none other could be used for packing pickled fish. 
But during the year 1849, the Board of Fisheries arrived at the 
conclusion. that larch (hacmalac) was well adapted for the making 
of herring barrE'ls. In tllE'ir Report prE'sE'nted to Parliament in 
1850, the CommissionE'rs say, that expE'riments have bE'en made 
by them, on the kinds of wood, suitable for hE'rring barrels. The 
herrings and the barrels which were the subject of these experiments. 
were sent by long sea and land journies to different places on the 
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Continent; they were exposed to much rough uSl,tge, and great 
chanlYes of climate-some were sent far up the Mediterranean. 
Thes~ experimpnts havE' proved, that larch wood may be safely 
used fllr barrels of pickled herrings, and that it is equal to the hard 
wood of which barrels are gpnpraily made; whilst ordinary fir if; 
quite unsuitablE', and its introduction wonle! be highly pr<-:judicial 
to the salE' of herrings abroad. The experiments wereso decisive, 
that the Commissioners have iRsned instrnctions admitting larch 
wood in the making of barrels, but continuing a strict prohibition 
of fir. 

ALLOWANCES, OR BOUNTIES, TO AMERlCAN FISHING VESSELS. 

In order to obtain correct information as to the nature and extent 
of the allowances, or bounties, paid to A rnerican fishing vesspls, 
the writer made application at the Boston Custom HousE', where 
large sums are paid annually to fishE'rmen, and was kindly and 
promptly furnisllf'd by William A. Wellman, Esq., the Assistant 
Collector of the Port, with the followi ng letter:-

" Custom House, Boslon, 
Collecior'>' Office, 14th Janwlry, 1851. 

"Sm,-The Statutes under whieh we pay allowances or bounties to fi,hing 
"e"sel., are scattere,l through the variou" ,",llnnH" of the Acts of Congress from 
1793 to 1835; but they may he readily found ill Little and Brown's edition of 
the Puhlit; Statutes, puhli.hed in 1845. 

"Allowancl's are paid annually, 01) the la~t day of December, tl' vessels 
employed during the fishing sea.on, whi"h is accounted to he, from the last day 
of February, to the last day of Novemher, vide Act of March 3,1819. 

" By the A,~t of 1819, eh 'pter 212. w~ allow to every ,'esspl of 5 tons. and 
not exceeding 30 tnn< hurthen. $3.51l per ton; ahove 30 tons, $1.00 per ton; 
above 30 ton •. with a crew of 20 anr! not less than 10 pel'.ons, and emploved 
not ie,s than three anrl a half months, $3.50 per ton-the hounty on any 0110 

vessel 1I0t to eXl'eed $360. Vessel" more t hUll r, tons and less than 20 tons, 
must land 12 quintals of fish per ton, during the season. 

"The Act of 1824, rhapter 152, prescribes how ... essels wrecked may "btain 
the bOllnty in certain case.. . 

"The Act of 1813, cLaptpr 2, requires the Skipper of each vessel, before 
proceeding on'a voyage, to make an agreement with the fi-hermen. 

"The regulations for fishing \'e;;;;els to touch and trade at foreign ports, &c., 
aTe prescriber! in the 21.t section of the Act 1793, rhal" 99. . 

" The oarh of the M a'ler, as to the time the ... e" .. 1 has heen ar.tuallv em~ 
ployed in the fishEries during the season, is prescrihed by the Ad of 29th' J nly 
1813. ' 

" By paying monthly wa~es in money, in lieu of dividing- the fish, or the 
proceeds of the fishing voyage. in the proportilin' 'perified 'by law, the agree
ment is violated. alld the bounty is forfeited. Thi., bv deci,ion of the Treasllry 
Department, ~4th February, 1847, confirmed by the Secr€tary of the Treasury, 
January 21, 1836. • 

"A \'es<eJ, .to be entitl.ed to t?e bo?nty, must be actnally emplo."ed at sea, in 
tbe (·.or! fi.herles, a certalll speCIfied tIme, and must dry-cure the fish viae Act 
July 29,1813. ' 

". The cod fi~hery and ma"kerel fishery are each a traile and employment, or 
busl1Je.s, all~ sInce the Aet of 1828, chap. 108. the mar-kerel fi"hery cannot be 
lawfully carroed all nllder a licence for the cod fi'herv. 

" I have thlls given.you a summary of the various laws regnlating ollr fi,hery 
allowances; b.ut we. have v~lumil1ous instru('tinn" issued by the Trea.ury 
Depa~tmf'nt, tram tIme to h:ne, to meet the questions presented by those 
c1almlllg boupty. If there are other particular points not alluded to, I will most 
cheerfully POlDt them out, it you will indicate thel11. 
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" We pay at this office annually, about the sum of $225,000 for fishing 
bounties. T-he business is one in which I take a great interest, and when YOUT 

Report is published, I shall hope to receive a copy of it. 
Your obedient servant. 

M. H. Perley, Esquire." 
" M. A. WELLMAN, As.s't Collector. 

'It has been stated to the writer, by persons of standing in the 
United States, that the allowances to fishing yessels are continued, 
on the ground that fishermen are entitled to a drawback of the 
heavy dutiE's which they pay on saH, and their ontfit for the 
fisheries gE'neralIy, besides some compepsation for the increased 
cost of tlH'ir vessels, arising from the high duties on iron, cordage, 
calwas, and other articles used in building and fitting them out
snch increased cost amounting to ten dollars per ton more than thfl 
cost of vessels of similar class, and equal description, built and fitted 
out in New Brunswick, 

The, regulations for divid1ng the proceeds of the fishing yoyage, 
instead of paying the crew ;nonthly wages, is intended to compel 
the crew to catch fish on the voyage. instead of idling away the 
prescribed time, which the YaukE'e fishermen call" fishing for the 
bounty." But if the American fishermen, whom the writer met 
on the coast are to be believed, this regulation is constantly set at 
nought or evaded, monthly wages being paid by a large proportion 
of the vessels. With the whole system of the American fishing 
boU!~ties, there appears to co-exist an organized system of frauds; 
and the voluminous instructions of the Treasury Department j issued 
from time to ti me, to meet those cases, clearly prove, that notwith
standing all the care and caution of the United States Treasury 
Department, and all the vigilance and astuteness of its many 
excellent officers, vast sums of money go annually into the pockets 
of unscrupulous men, while it is exceedingly doubtful if the actual 
fishermen are at all benefited thereby. 

THE DESTRUCTION .oF FISH ON SPAWNING GROUNDS. 

The. obstructions which exist to the passage offish up the various 
rivers falling into the Bay having beeJ;l noticed, and the principal 
rivers mentioned in which salmon are destroved while inthe act of 
spawning, it only remall1s to advert to the d~struction of spawning 
herrings on the coast. 

The great spawning place for herrings ill the Bay of Fundy, is 
undoubtedly, tbat at the Southern Head of Grand Manan. It 
begins at the easterri part of Seal Cove, at a pl~ce called Red 
Point; thence it extends westerly to the southern extremity ~f 
the Island; and thence around the Southern Head to Bradford s 
Cove,a distance of more than five miles. The quantity of herrings 
which strike in upon this ground during the spawning seaso,n. is 
trulv wonderful; but their numbers will soon cease to.astonish, if 
such an extensive destruction of spawning fish as now takes place 
there annually, is permitted to continue much longer. 

I n Scotland, the destruction of herrings on their spawning 
grounds is most carefully guarded agaillst, as being of the greatest 
importance to the preservation of tl~e herring fishery gener~lly, 
and some useful information may be gained from the pro~eedll1gs 
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of the British Fisliery Board in this matter. In the Report of the 
Board laid before Parliament in 18·47, is the following statement: 

"A letter of the 12th !\larch rearhed the Board from Mr. John Stewart, 
commander of the' Princess Royal' Fishery Cutter, again pointing (,ut the very 
serious destruetion to the herring fishery throughout the whole branches of the 
estuary of the Clytie, by the illegal fi~hing which is carried on, an'] enDures jor 
about fourtl'en days only, previous to the above date, opposite to Ballantrae in 
Ayrshire, This $eemR to b" the great spawning place for the herrings helonging 
to the Clyde and Loch FYlle, and {or this purpose they congregate in incalcu
lable numbers on a bank, which iiI's about three mill'S off the shore, and is about 
a mile and a half long. by abnuf three quarters of a mile broad, and having 
about nine fatboms wate'r overfit. The spawn lies on this bank to a 'l"ery great 
depth, for tbe smallest net ropes that are let down hl're" are hauled up 01 the 
apparent thiekness of cableg, from the immense quantity of spawn that adheres 
to them. When taken at this time, the fish are in the worst po~sible condition 
:IS human food, and much more likely to bl' prejudicial, and to spread disease, 
than to be nutritious; yet, tempted by the prospect of gain, there were no les8 
than eighty boats engaged in this fishery, which cleared from £30 to £80 par-h, 
during the fourteen days it lasted. I n order to make their su('cess morp certain 
and effectual, these boats use means whi<:h are never re~orted to elsewhere. 
Their nets are only 2i yards in depth, and 384 yard~ in length, and they con· 
tain about 960 square yards; but they attach a row of heavy stones, four feet 
apart, to the lower edge of the net, and sink them to the bottom among the 
spawning fish, so that when the nets are hauled they are covered with a heavier 
load of spawn than even the weight of their fish, which are so abundant. It is 
quite impossible to calculate the extent of loss arising to the Clyde and Loch 
Fyne fisheries, by this fishing, which, though highly remunerative to the few boats 
crews which erigage in it, must spread disease among the unfortunate purchasers 
of the fish, who are ignorant where and how they have been caught, and which 
must bring comparative scarcity on the really sound, productive, and wholesome 
fisheries, carried on at the proper season in the Clyde aod Loch Fyoe." 

In their Report for 1848, the Commissioners again allude to 
the destruction of spawning herrings on the banks at Ballantrae; 
they state, that they had received numerous petitions froni fish 
curers and fishermen deeply interested in the fisheries of the west 
coast of Scotland, complaining of the reckless destruction of spawn, 
and the fry of herrings, by which myriads of these useful fish are 
annually destroyed. The banks at Ballantrae are stated to b~ 
well known as the nurseries of the herrings visiting the western 
coast, and if the indiscriminate destruction which takes place there, 
is allowed to continue, the fishermen on that coast will be ultimately 
ruined, and many thousands of industrious fishermen around the 
various Lochs reduced to poverty, while the immense capital 
iJlve~ted i~ boats an~ ~aterials must be re~dered wholly unpro
ductIVe. The ComnnsslOners conclude by urgmg upon Parliament 
the necessity of a Legislative enactment 'bestowing on them "cer~ 
lain discretz"onary powers beyond those they alread.1J possess, to 
'regulate both tlte mode and the penod of capture. so theit, the.,,! may 
be enabled to protect the broods of all kinds of sea-fish." 

The herring fishery of the Bay of ·Fundy will not continue many 
years longer to any extent, unless an immediate stop is put to the 
fishery during the spawning season at the Southern Head of Grand 
Manan. At that season, no herrings should be caught, on any pre
t~n~e whatsoever; and the necessity of a Legislative enactment, 
slmll~r to .that ~ought by the Board of British Fisheries, conferring 
the hke dIscretIOnary powers on His Excellency the Lieutenant 
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Governor, in Council, would probably have the effect of leading to 
a discontinuance of this fishery, and a steady increase in the her
ring fishery of the Bay generally. 

BRUSH WEIRS AND STAKE NETS. 

SO great a difference of opinion exists among the fishermen of 
the Bay, as to the effect of hf\lsh weirs upon the herring fishery, 
that it is somewhat difficult to arrive ata correct conclusion on 
the subject. 

The erection of herring weirs has, by implication, been sanc· 
tioned by the Legislature, by the Acts for their regulation, and it 
is not now so much a question, whether they shall, or shall not, be 
permitted, as whether the existing laws are sufficient; and if not, 
what further 'regulations and provisions are necessary to prevent 
their injuring the fisheries. 

The weirs between high and low water mark, which are dry at 
low tide, should be put under careful superintendpnce, 1\8 U{ese, 
above all others, are calculated to destroy vast quantities of small 
fish and fry, too small for any useful purpose except as manure
a dangerous stimulant to the soil. The weirs set up in narrow 
channels and passages, some of which were noticea on the eastern 
side of Grand Manan, must also be destructive from their very 
position, besides obstructing navigation. 

The proprietors 'of lands on the sea shore, shonl3 be made to 
understand, that their rights do not in any case extend below low 
water mark; and a careful watch should be kept to prevent 
encroachments on the rights of the public, by persons disposing of 
" fishing privileges," to which they are in nowise entitled. 

All weir.s should be furnished with gates for the free egress of 
.such fish as ought to pass out again to sea, and this also requires 
~areful supervision, as very many weirs were fonnd without any 
gate or opening whatever. 

The brush wrirs for shad, at the head of the Bay, are believed 
to be most injurious to that fishery, as in almost every case they 
were fOllnd to take the smallest fish only. In Enrage Bay, they 
ought to be abolished altogether, or at the utmost, only permittrd 
at such season, if any, as might on inquiry, be fonnd not prrjndi
cial t6 the shad fishery generally. The stake nets for shad, also 
require to be limited in their extent, and when permitted to be 
set, the mesh to be of the same size as the mesh allowed to drift
nets, and no ·smaller. 

The size of the mesh, both for salmon and shad nets, ollght to 
be regulated in such manner as to prevent thr taking of small 
salmon and young shad. In the shad fishery especially, there 
appears to have been, and still to be, a gradllal diminution of the 
mesl;1 from year to year, with the view of taking a greater nnm
brr of fish each season ; and the effects of the catch of small shad 
will soon be felt in the decrease of the fishery. 

The use of small meshed nets in the herring fishery on the coast 
of Scotland, is coniiPered so prejudil?ial, that they a:e strictlr pro
hibited by law. ~ prevent the use of such nets III the FIrth of 
Forth, H; M. steam vessel "Dasher" has been stationed there 
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.J • tIle last three seasons. and such vigilance has been exer-
<I nr1l1g . 1 . r' fi I . I 
cisf'd, and so many iIIe.gal nets seized, that t "liS unlalr "llng JaS 

b broken up. On the west coast of Scotland. H. M. steam 
een d . "1 

vessel" Lueifer" has also been ~mploye \11,~ Sl~nI ar manner. 
130th these steamers, and the " PrIncess Royal, Fishery Cutter, 
off the North West Highlands, have at all times be~n able to r;n
der most seasonable assistance to the fishermen, bpsldes repressing 
the depredations and pilfering oj' fishing property, which invari~
bly takes place, wherever large bodies of fishermen congregate In 

the prosecution of their business. 

SUMMARY. 

I. It is quite clear from the foregoing Report, that the imper
fect and, careless manner of cnring the fish caught in the Bay of 
Fundv, whether from neglect or want of skill, i" such as to pre
wnt those fish obtaining the best prices, and prohibits their bt'ing 
sent to distant foreign markets, for which they wonld otherwise be 
well adapted; 'thereby preventing an extension of the foreign 
trade of the Province, and diminishing its general prosperity. 

2. The laws whieh exist for regulating the inspection of fish, 
are everywhere treated as a nnllity, except in cases where it is 
fonnd convenient to affix what purports to be an official brand, for 
the purpose of giving character to articles which are short of 
weight, and oftentimes worthless. 

3. The enormol)s destruction of her"rings, and their spawn, at. 
the Southern Head of Grand Manan, is an evil which demand~ 
immediate remedy; if this is neglected, the herring fishery of the 
Bay of Fundy will fail altogt'ther in a few years, and line-fishing, 
which so greatly depends upon the supply of herrings, will fall off 
in proportion. 

4. The closing of the various rivers flowing into the Bay, and 
their tributaries, by mill-dams; the injuries arising from saw-dust, 
and mill-rubbish, being cast into rivers and harbours; and the 
wholesale destruction of salmon on their spawning beds far up the 
rivers, have all been pointed out in this Report. They are all 
evils that require an immediate check. 

5. The intrusion of American fishing vessels upon the fishing 
grounds of the Bay of Fundy, 1's loudly complained of everywhere, 
by thp fishermen of the Bay. Measures are required for keeping 
these ve.ssels without th~ limits established by the Convention of 
1818. eIther by requestl11g the services of some of the smaller 
vessels bf'longin.g.to the Royal Navy, or else by employing Fishf'ry 
Cutters, at the Jomt expense of N ew Brunswi~ and ~ ova "Scotia. 
The Despatch from Lord Stanley to Lord FlI'kland, dated 17th 
St'ptember, 1845, under which the Americans justify their intru-
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:sion in the 8ay, is g~v~ in the Appendix, with a note ef the cir
-cumstances whicb Iffi to its being transmitted. 

6. The laws relative to the regulation of brush-weirs and the 
use of drift-nets, require revision; and enactmpnts are needed to 
provide for .the use of stake-nets and net-weirs, at proper seasons 
·only. Provision should also be made for preventing the use of 
small meshed nets in every fishery, in order that no fish whatever 
may be taken until it has attained a sufficient growth. 

7. The great ~tep t(')ward increasing the fisheries and rendt-ring 
them more valuable, is the enactment of a general inspection law, 
with provisions for the appointment il'l every County and district, 
of competent and trust-worthy I nspectors of driffi, p~ckJed, and 
-smoked fish.; and a tctal prohibition of the sale or exportation of 
any such fish, unless inspected liI.nd branded by the proper officer. 

S. Th"e ·employment of persons skiHeil in the cure and packing 
of fish, (such as the curers and coopers of Scotland) to be located 
as t€achers in the most populous fishing districts, would so'On spread 
the knowledge of improved modes of ClIre, and lead to the fish of 
the Bayaf l<\mdy being cured in such manner, as would fit them 
for the best markets of the world. The employment of such 
teachers is respectfully recommended. 

9. The -enactment 1:)f a general law for the protection and regu
~ation of the Sea and River Fisheries of the Province generally, is 
greatly needeil, and would seem matter 'Of abs<,]ute necessity. 
,In such ·a law, power might be given to some central authority, 
-such as dle Lieutenant Governor in Council, to make rules and 
'Ordinances with reference to mine!" points, which although appa
rently tri·fiing, have 8iH important lK>aring upon the prosperity and 
-extension of the fisheries. . 

10. On the shores 'Of the Bay of Fundy, as well as {)n those {)f 
the Gulf 'Of Saint Lawrenc€', the fishermen have great need of better 
4}Ccol'l1rnodations, and increased conveniences. They complain, 
not wholly without cause, 'Of the paucity of the grants made to 
~ssist them in tbeir business, in. eQmparison. with those made to 
<>ther and more favoured interests. As stated in the Report of last 
year, they require in many places, landing-piers, breakwaters, 
shelter-harbours, boat-slips and capstans, and moorings for boats 
;and small vessels; these ought to be provided at the public expense, 
as 'one i:lf the best modes of assisting and encouraging the actual 
tisherrnan who dwells by tbe sea side. 

11. 'The establishment of a few superior schools at Grand 
Manan, Campi) B~lo, and West Isles, and probably in some 
()ther Jocation-s, where the young fishermen should be taught 
book-keeping, navigation, some knowlf'dge of astronomy, and 
such other branche~ of I~arning as might be llseful in their calling, 
would be one of the greatest boons that could be conferred upon 

12 



178 Report on tRe Fislrerzes in' the Bay of Fund..rr. 

tllis class of persons. ,.'\ n improvemt'nt wo'uld soon take place in 
their moral and sucial condition', and' they would not be driven' 
out of the Provinct', to st't'k employment from pt'rsons possessing 
more education, btIt in nCl' other l'espeet sllperior to themst'lves. 

12. The nt'glt"ct to enforce the provisions of existing laws, or' 
to enact other and more stringent provisions in lit'u of such as are' 
ineffecti-ve, or too limited in their operat.ion, has led to a great 
decrease in several branches of the fisheries. Pi. longt'l" continu
anct' of this neglt'ct will assuredly lead to the decay of the fish
erit's generally, which yt'ar by year will waste away, until some 
disappt'RT altogether, and others become of tire least possible value"r 

M. H. PERLEY r 

Goven'l1ne'lit Emig1"lltion Office;, 
St. John, N. E., March 12, 18tH. 
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FISHES are described as vertebrated animals, with cold red 
blood; breathing by gills, through the medium of water; with
out lungs. Body covered mostly with imbricated scales or 
plates, or with a smooth mucous skin .. Move in water by 
means of fins instead of feet, which vary in number. Repro
duced by eggs, which are usually fecundated after exclusion. 
Heart unilocular, or composed of one auricle and one ventricle. 
Head various; no neck. Aquatic. Chiefly carnivorous. 

Fishes have been divided into two great groups, viz.-the 
Bony, and the Cartilaginous. The first comprises by far the 
greatest number of species. 

In these two great divisions, the Fishes of New Brunswick 
and Nova Scotia, so far as yet examined or ·known, are here 
classified and briefly described. 



CLAS SIFICATION. 

GnO"lJP I.--BOlYY FISHES. 

ORDER 1.--"Fishes with spinous rays in their fins. 

Family 1. Percidte. The Perch family. 
2. Triglidte. Fishes with hard cheeks. 
a. Scombridte. The Mackerel family. 
4. Gobidte. The Goby family. 
5. Lophidte. Fishes with wrists to pectoral fins. 
6. Labridte. The Wrasse, or Rock-fish family. 

ORDER 2.-'Soft-finned fishes; the fin-rays almost universally 
flexible. 

Family 1. Cyprinidte. 
2. Esocidte. 
a. Siluridte. 
4. Salmonidte. 
5. Clupeidte. 

The Carp family. 
The Pike family. 
The Sheat-fish family. 
The Salmon family. 
The Herring family. 

ORDER a.-Fishes with vel1trals under the pectorals, and the 
pelvis suspended to the shoulder bones-thus better adapted 
for ascending and descending than the preceding order. 

F1a.rnily 1. Gqd~dte. 

2. Pleuronectidte. 
a. Cyclopteridre. 

The Cod family. 
The Fll!-t-fish, or Flounder family. 
The Lump-fish fam~ly. 

'ORDER 4.-Fishes in which the ventral fins are always wanting~ 

Family 1. A""guillidte. The Eel family. 

GnO"lJP II.--CARTILAGIlYOrS FISHES. 

ORDER I.-Fishes with free giIls,-they have in their gills It 

single wide opening, and a giU':'lid, like the Bony fishes, but 
no gill-ray.s. 

Family 1. Sturionidte. The Sturgeon family. 

ORDER 2.-Fishes with fixed giUs.-these have the gills at
tached at the outer edge, with a se,parate opening, ~bJ.'pngh 
which water from each gill escapes. 

Family 1. Squalidte. The Shark family. 
. 2. Raidte. The Ray family. 

ORDER a.-Fishes with round mouths formed into a S'ucker. 

Fa~ily 1. Petromyzonidte. The Lamprey family. 



DESCRIPTION OF GROUP I., 
CONSISTING OF THE OSSEOUS, OR BONY FISHES. 

OR D E R I.-Fishes with spinous rays in their fins. 

Family I.-PERCIDJE-The Perch family . 
• 

Genus 1.-Perea. 

Species 1.-Perea flaveseens-The American yellow Perch. 

This beautiful fish is common in almost all the inland waters 
of New Brunswick and Nova Scotia. It is ofa greenish yellow' 
above, with golden yellow sides, crossed by seven transverse 
dark bands, the broadest upon the middle of the body; beneath, 
white. The back, and tail fins, brownish; the other fins, 
scarlet. Length, 6 to 12 inches. It spawns in May, and then 
resorts to the mouths of rivulets in great numbers. 

The common yellow perch is considered one of the best 
known, and most widely distributed of all the fresh water fishes 
of North America. It is a northern fish, as its limits extend 
to the 50th parallel of north latitude. 

It is very closely aJlied to the perea fluviatilis of Europe; !lnd 
like that'fish, is much esteemed by those who cannot obtain sah 
water species. It is readily transported from one lake or stream 
to another, and has been frequently introduced in pieces ofwatel' 
in America, where it did not previously exist, with much success. 

The general habitat of the perch is in lakes and streams, not 
too rapid. It delights in a clear bottom, with grassy margin, 
or in rivers overhung with brush, and widening into some lake
like expanse. Here the perch roam in shoals, descending and 
rising while seeking their food, and shading themselves from 
the too great heat, among the aquatic plants, or under the 
broad leaves of the white water-lily. 

Genus 2.-Labrax. 

Species 1.-Labrax Lineatus-The striped Basse. ~ 

This fine fish is found on the sea coast of New Brunswick, and 
it also frequents many of its rivers and lakes. The upper part 
of the body is silvery brown; lower part of sides and abdomen, 
a beautiful clear silver colour; eight or more longitudinal black 
bands running the whole length of the fish, the lower ones ter
minating above the anal fin. Length, 1 to 3 feet. 

The basse is a salt water fish, ascending fresh water streams 
to breed, in the spring, and for sheItJr during the winter. 
Very large fish of this species have been frequently taken in the 
Grand Lake, and the" thoroughfares" therewith connected, by 
night-lines, in the winter season. The basse abounds in most of 
those rivers of New Brunswick which flow into the Gulf of Saint 
Lawrence. It was formerly abundant in the Basin of Mines, 
and the Basin of Annapolis, but in each has become rare, owing 
to its unlimit'ed destruction there at all seasons. 
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Alon'" the New Brunswick and Nova Scotia shores of the 
Gulf of Saint Lawrence, the basse make their appearance in 
large schuIls, in the early part of September. They keep 
around the islands, . and between the outer bar and the beach 
in the lagoons, where they are often tak~n in nets, and also 
I1t night with torch and spear. As the season advances, and 
the weather becomes colder, they penetrate into bays, and 
Ilrms of the sea, and even ascend the rivers some distanco, 
where they spend the winter resting on the mud, in a half 
torpid state. The places which they frequent are oeasily dis
covered, theO fish being seen through the clear ice when it 
first makes; large holes are cut in the ice, and the fish arc 
lifted out with a circular net on a strong wooden bow, ealled 
a dip-net. All the fish in each locality, of whatever size. are 
thus taken; and in many of the northern rivers, especially the 
Richibucto, and North West Miramichi, whetoe they we're for
merly very abundant, they are now quite scarce, and. only 
found of small size. 

The basse will frequently take the same artificial fly, (scarlet 
ibis and gold,) as is used in salt water, for the white or sea 
trout. From the avidity with which it seizes a hook baited 
with a piece of the flesh of a lobster, or with clams, and the 
smaller crustacea, it is probable that these form no incon
siderable portion of its food. The smelt is also a good bait 
(or .basse. A long line is requisite in basse fishing, as it is 
what sportsmen call, "a runaway fish." At the end of a hun
dred yards of line it affords great sport, being nerce, vigol'ous, 
and very active, not yielding until afte-r a l(mg and violent 
struggle with its captor. After the salmon family, it is 
unquestionably the most sporting fish of Am,"rica. Its geogm
phical range is from the Capes of the Delaware to the River 
Saint Lawrence. 

The body of the basse is cylindrical and tapering, covered 
with. large adhesive scales; lateral line obvious, running 
through the fourth stripe, and nearly straight. Altogether, it 
is very b~autiful; and besides being one of the most sporting 
of AmerIcan game fish, the basse is excellent food, the flesh 
being very firm, white, and well-flavoured. 

Species 2.-Labrax pallidus-The little white Basse. 

T~is diminutive basse is best known by its popular name of 
to whIte perch." It abounds in many of the lakes and streams 
conn~~ted with the River Saint John, but it is always found in 
localitIes wh~re ther~ ~s 0 very little current, if any, and upon a 
80fto bottom, om the vlcimty o~ aquatic plants and weeds. The 
ordmary weIght of the "whIte perch" is from 4 to 6 ounces' 
in oSeptember, they are often taken' above half a pound i~ 
weight; the largest seen, weighed a pound. They are a very, 
fine fish for the table, when in season. ' 
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In the numerous lakes near Halifax, and at Darling's Lake, 
near Hampton, in New Brunswick, this little basse is taken in 
great numbers, by anglers. It frequently takes the artificial 
fly, but is usually caught by bottom fishing, with the red-worm 
for bait. 'To those who like fishing with the float, the white 
perch affords gJ"eat sport, as it bites very freely, and is generally 
caught in considerable numbers at any place which it frequents. 

Genus 3.-Pomotis. 

Speoies 1.-Pomoti·s mugaris-The common Po nd-'fis'h. 

The pOrJwtis is exclusively an American germs of the perch 
famify. Its type was .originally -styled a labrus by Linnams, 
Laceped-e, a'nd otJlers ; but in calling it a perch, the common 
people, according to euvier, exel:cised morc discernment thalll 
naturalists. 

This description of pet·ch is v-ery ,commQll in all those waters 
in which the ,yellow perch is found. It is generally from 6 to 
B inches in length,,of a deep green colour, mixed witholive, and 
is easily distinguished by the bright scarlet spot behind the 

I • .opercle. Am'ong rural aNglers it is known as the "sun-fish," 
from the glittering colours it displays while basking in the sun. 
It.is seldom dressed for eating, 'being an exceedingly bony, dry 
:fish, but is often caught for amusement. 

It has a wide geographic range, extending from Luke Huron, 
throughout the Eastern States of the LU nion, and all the British 
Provinces. 

Family 2.-.-:.TRIGL"IDJE-Fishes with hard cheeks. 

Genus 1.-Cottu.s-Thc Sculpin. 

Species I.-Cottus Vil'ginianus-The common 'Bullhead. 
.species 2.-Coitus Groenlandicus-The Greenland Bullhead. 

The sculpin is very IHlmerous on -all the -fishing grounds of 
the New Brunswick and Nova Scotia coasts, and is sometimes 
.a great annoyance to line-fishers, who regard it with much 
aversion. When freshly taken flOm the wate-r, a-nd irritated, 
~t prese11ts rather a formidable appearance; but-nevertheless, 
it is said not to be a bud amide of food. 

When the line-fishers in the Bay of Fundy 'iind the sculpin 
biting too freely, they immediately cha.nge their ground to 
avoid it. 

Besides the two species named, it is believed that there are 
-several other species, as well as some -varieties. The sculpin 
·ranges the coaf3t .of North America fwm Virginia to Baffin's 
Bay, and is a favQurite food of the G-reenlanders. 

It is exceedingly voracious, devouring small fish, crabs, and 
:sea·eggs; in fact, nothing comes amiss to the sculpin. 
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Genus 2.-Gasterosteus. 

Species 1.-Gasterosteus biaculeatus--'-Two-spined Stickleback •. 

This diminutive fish abaunds in the estuaries O'f rivers, and 
in those creeks of New Brunswick and Nova Scotia to which the 
sea has access. It is usually found about two inches in length, 
with two distant spines on the back,. and a third near the dorsal;: 
and a strong sermted spine on each side, representing the 
ventrals. It is exceedingly active in its movements, and wilt 
throw itself a considerable distance out of water. Its appetite 
is voracious; it feeds O'n worms and insects, and the fry and 
roe of O'ther fi.sh, great quantities of which it devours. 

It is believed that more than one species of stickleback 
exists in the waters of New Brunswick and Nova: Scotia~ 
They are all very pugnacious, and when cOllfiucd will destroy 
each other. They are onfy worthy of notice on account O'f 
their destructive prO'pensities, and because they are sometimes 
used as bait for larger fish. In some parts of England. they 
are sO' abtmrlant that they are employed as manu reo 

Genus 3.-Sebastes. 

Species l.-Sebastelt Norvegicus-The NO'rway Hadd9cli:: 

This is a nO'rthern fish, common to' both sides of the Atlantic ;.: 
on the coast of North America, it has been fauna as far south 
as New York, where however, it is very rare. It is frequently 
caught in Boston Bay, while fishing near shoal ledges, conti
guous to< deep water. AmoDg fishermen, it is known by the 
popular names of " red sea perch "-" the rose fish "-and 
the ," snapper." The writer has seen a specimen taken near 
Portland, (Maine) and believes it to exist along the coast of 
Nova Scotia, hecoming more plentiful towards the north, from 
whose waters it O'riginally wandered'. 

In June 1851, some very fine specimens of the Norway 
haddock were caught in the Bay of Fundy, oW Port Simonds, 
east of the Harbour of St. John. They weighed about a pound 
a~~ a half each, were of a brilliant red cO'lour, in very fine con
dItIon, and when brought to table, were exceedingly palatable. 

This fish is said to attain the length of two feet; its body is· 
oblong, compressed, covered with scales. All the upper part 
of the body and the fins are of a bright carmine red; darker
upon the head and hack, lighter upon the sides; nearly white· 
beneath ;' a brown blotch on the posterior part of the opercle. 
Lengt? of the bead, from tip of lower jaw when closed, to, 
posterlOr angle of operculum, one third the length of the fish ;: 
!Op of the head. flattened. Eyes very farge ;: pupils black;: 
mdes yellow;' dIameter of eye equal to one third the length 
of the h,ead. Jaws armed with numerous, minute, sharp teeth;: 
upper Jaw very protractile·; an emarg.imition in its centre). 
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into which the extremity of the lower jaw shuts, when the 
mouth is closed. Chin prominent. Teeth in vomer, and 
palatine bones. 

The Norway haddock is found abundantly on the coast of 
Newfoundland. It feeds on flounders and other small fish. 
and takes the hook readily. In Norway, it is eaten largely, 
being considered a great delicacy. In the deep bays on the 
southern coast of Greenland, it is caught in great numbers, on 
baited hooks attached to very long lines; the Greenlanders 
use the spines for needles. 

Family 3.-SCOl\fBRID.IE. 

Genus 1.-Sc01nber-The Mackerel. 

Species l.~Sco1Jlber vernalis-The Spring Mackerel. 
Species 2.-Sco1Jlber grex-The Fall Mackerel. 

'l'hese two species of mackerel are generally believed to be 
but one; but Cuvier considers them as different, and in this 
has been followed by Dr. DeKay of New York. The SC01n

ber vernalis is the ordinary mackerel of commerce, while 
scomber grex would seem to be those little mackerel about ten 
inches in length, which are found in scattered numbers every 
where, and are called by the fishermen of the Bay of Fundy, 
" tinker mackerel," from their wandering habits. 

Although the mackerel is caught in great quantities on the 
northern coast of New Brunswick, and within the Bay of 
Chaleur, as also roround the Magdalen Islands, yet it is rarely 
known to visit the coast of Labrador. It is stated by Mr. 
Horatio Robinson Storer, of Boston, who visited the Labrador
coast in 1849, that mackerel appeared there in great abun
dance that season, at the Island of Little Mecatina; but no 
fishing vessels being at hand, they departed again unmolested, 
the few settlers on that desolate coast· having neither nets or 
lines for taking them. The mackerel fishery of Nova Scotia 
furnishes one of its largest exports. In 1850, no less than 
96,650 barrels of mackerel were exported from the port of 
Halifax alone. Many of these were taken in. the vicinity 6f 
Sable Island, and were of the finest quality.. , 

Mackerel were formerly abundant near the coasts of N ew
foundland, but none have been taken there since 1837. They 
were also plentiful formerly in the Bay of Fundy, near Grand 
Manan and West Isles, where but few are now taken. 

The great resort of the American mackerel schooners is on 
the north and east side of Prince Edward Island, and in the 
vicinity of Miscou, at the entrance to the Bay of Chaleur. 
There is also good mackerel fishing within the Straits of 
Northumberland, especially off Buctouche and Richibucto. 

The mackerel taken in the early part of the season are 
generally very poor; they improve in quality as the season 
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advances those taken latest being by far the best. It is now 
consider~d settled, that the mackerel is not a migr~tory fish, 
but draws off into deep' water, at the approach of wlllte.r, ~nd 
returns to the shall.()w water near the shores, at the begmnmg 
()f summer, for the purpose of depositing its spawn. 

Genus 2.-Tltynnus. 

Species l.-Thgnnus vulgaris-The common Tunny. 

This fish is better known by its p.()pular name of "horse
mackerel ;" on the Atlantic coast of Nova Scotia, the fishermen 
generally call it the "albicore." It is there frequently taken 
from 6 to 12 feet in length; sometimes it is enclosed in the 
seine with mackerel. The fishermen are then anxious to get 
rid of it, as quickly as possible, because in its struggles, it is 
apt to break directly through the seine, causing great damage 
to the net, and the loss Of all the other fish in it. 

Dr. Storer, in his Report on the Fishes of Massachusetts, 
mentions one of these fish as having been taken near C!)'pe 
Anne, which was 15 feet in length, and weighed about 1000 Ibs., 
but he considers it a rare fish in the waters of that State. A 
fisherman at Halifax stated to the writer l that he had taken 
a "horse-mackerel" near that harbour, which when cut up 
filled three puncheons. 

In the Mediterranean, the tunny is a common fish, gene
rally swimming in shoals. and has long been celebrated there 
for its delicacy. It is supposed to be a wanderer from the 
Mediterranean, as single specimens are occasionally taken upon 
the coast of Great Britain, on the banks of Newfoundland, 
and along the coast of North America, as far south as New 
York. In America, it is not held in much estimation as an 
article of food. 

The upper surface of this fi~h is blaekish; the sides, silvery; 
beneath, white. No coloured lines or spots; tongue and inside 
of the mouth, black. Irides golden, with greenish reflections. 
It .is, characterised by vel'y large and long pectoral fins; the 
tall IS crescent shaped, very wide across the tips. The jaws 
when closed are nearly equal; the tongue, large and broad; 
the gape of the mouth very large. The scales on the back, 
in f!'Ont o~ the first dorsal, and beneath the pectorals, also very 
l~rge. Gill covers exceedingly large, perfectly smooth, of a 
sIlvery gray colour. The rays of the first dorsal fin are very 
strong; this fin shuts entirely into a deep O'l'ove and when 

d d 
. 0 , , 

unexpan e , IS perfectly invisible, 
. In. t~1C ~editerranean, the tunny fishery is very important; 
III SICily It forms one of the most considerable branches of 
the. commerce of the Islan,d. The tunny is there cured, by 
taklllg o~t th~ ~hol~ of the I.nside, washing: the flesh with brine, 
and cuttlllg It III slIces, whICh are covered with pounded salt. 
These slices are packed in barrels, with alternate layers of 
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salt; and when sent to any distance, they are packed in smaller 
barrels with fresh salt. 

The flesh of the tunny is so solid, that it seems something 
between fish and meat; it is as firm as sturgeon, but finer 
flavoured. In France, it is dressed in a variety of ways, and 
always excellent. It· is served as a ragout, or plain fried or 
boiled; pies are made of it, which are so celebrated as to 
be sent all over France-they will keep good for six weeks or 
two months. Before it is cooked, the flesh has the red appear
anee of beef, but when dressed it becomes more pale. 

In America, this fish is of inferior quality, or else is greatly 
undervalued. Of late years, it has been often taken at New
foundland, where it appears to become more plentiful yearly, 
and to rise in public estimation. 

Genus 3.-Xiphias. 

Species l.-Xiphias gladius-!'he Sword-fish. 

This fish is met with along the Atlantic coast of North 
America, but Richardson does not include it in his list of 
northern fishes, its presence at the north not having been 
ascertained, with certainty, by those who had referred to it. 

It ii:l usually discovered by the projection of its dorsal fin 
above the surface of the water, when in pursuit of mackerel, 
upon which it feeds. 

The back and upper part of the sides are of a sky-blue 
colour; beneath, silvery grey; surface smooth. Length, from 
10 to 15 feet. The dorsal fin in the young fish is single; it 
becomes effaced in the middle, and forms two distinct fins in 
the adult. The upper jaw is prolonged int,o , flattened sword; 
the edges bluntly trenchant, approach each other, and termi
nate in a blunt point. The lower jaw is short and pointed; 
the gape of the mouth extends behind the orbits. It has no 
teeth, but slight asperities may be felt on the lower jaw, and 
velvet-like teeth in the throat. The tail, like that of the tunny, 
is crescent-shaped, with 17 rays. The sword-fish has a great 
range on the eastern side of the Atlantic, and is one of the 
few fish which cross that ocean. 

These fish are taken about 15 or 20 miles from land, in pur
suit of shoals of mackerel, on which they feed. They are 
captured by means of an instrument called a " lily-iron," from 
the form of its shaft, or wings, which resemble the leaves of 
a lily. This instrument is thl'Own like a harpoon, with great 
force into the fish, the attempt being always made to strike it 
in front of the dorsal fin. When wounded, it sometimes frees 
itself from the iron by its violent struggles. When unmolested, 
it is frequently observed to spring several times its length for
ward several feet above the surface of the water. 

On the coast of the United States, the flesh of the sword
fish is eaten both fresh and salted. Before being piekled, the 
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flesh is cut into slices, and it is said to remain good for a year; 
in Massachusetts several hundred barrels are put up annuallr' 
the greatest number of these fish being taken off Martha s 
Vineyard. . 

This fish has been frequently seen off the ~tla~tlC coas.t of 
N ova Scotia, but it is seldom taken, not beIng In sufficient 
numbers to render its pursuit an object. 

Family 4.-GOBIDJE. 

Genus 1.-Anarrhicas. 

Species l.-Anarrhicas htpus-The Wolf-fish. 

The o-eneral colour of this voracious fish is a leaden gray. It 
has 11 ~r 12 broad black bands on the sides, becoming indis
tinct tow;:trd the tail; the belly is of a brownish ash-colour, 
tinged with pink. 

Its usual length is from 30 inches to 5 feet; but in high 
northern latitudes, it is said to attain the length of 6 and 8 
fPoet. It has been caught at Rockaway beach, on Long Island, 
(New York,) which is supposed to be its extreme southern limit. 

Dr. Storer says it is captured on the coast of Massachusetts, 
generally about rocky ledges, at all seasons of the year, but 
greater numLers are taken in winter than at any other time. 
Its ferocious-looking, cat-like head, and exceedingly coarse, 
thick skin, covered with slime, give it a hideous appearance, 
and render it an object of such disgust, that it is thrown away 
almost as soon as caught; yet many fishermen regard it as 
excellent food. Dr. Storer says he has had it upon his own 
table, and that few fish are superIor to it, when broiled. The 
flesh is said to have somewhat the flavour of salmon, when 
smoked. ' 

This fish is often caught at the entrance to the Bay of Fundy, 
sometimes near Grand Manan and Campo Bello. In the spring 
of the year, it is taken frequently in Saint Mary's Bay; and it 
is caught at all times along the Atlantic coast of Nova Scotia. 

The voracious and savage character of the wolf-fish, or 
" sea-wolf," as it is often called, is apparent from its formidable 
array of teeth, and its vicious propensities when first drawn 
from the water. Dr. DeKay says, such marvellous stories are 
related of the strength and power of its jaws, that they more 
properly belong to the romance of natural history. 

Very man! fis~ermen have a great dread of this fish, and 
seek to get nd. of ~t, as quickly as possible; while others lose 
not a moment In dispatching the savage" sea-wolf." by heavy 
well-aimed bl~ws upon the head. It fights desp~rately even 
when out of Its element, and inflicts severe wounds if not 
cautiously avoided. 

The food of the wolf-fish consists of crustaceous and testa
ceous animals, which its powerful jaws, and rounded molar 
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teeth, enable it to break down sufficiently for its purpose. It 
swims rapidly, with a lateral, undulating motion, and is said 
to spawn in May and June, among rocks and reefs, near which 
it is generally caught. 

Family 5.-LoPHIDJE. 

Genus 1.-Lopltius. 

Species 1.-Lophius Americanus.-The American Angler. 

This fish has a very disgusting appearance, and its monsti'ous 
form has given rise to many popular names, such as "sea
devil," "fishing-frog," "bellows-fish," "goose-fish," "monk 
fish," and various others. . 

The angler belongs.to a small aud singular group of fishes, 
designated by euvier, pectorales pedicutees, from the peculiar 
formation of the pectoral fins, which are palmated, and shaped 
not unlike the hand of a child; they are placed very far for
ward on the body; by these and the aid of the ventrals, which, 
from their position, perform the office of hind feet, the fish can 
creep on the bottom like a little quadruped. 

A specimen about 3 feet long was observed on Long Beach, 
above Great Salmon River, in the Bay of Fundy, in September 
1850. It was taken in the weir there, which it had entered in 
pursuit of herrings. Several specimens were seen in Novem
ber 1850, on the shores of Annapolis Basin, near Digby, 
where they were thrown up by a severe storm. They are 
said to abound in that Basin, and to be very destructive to 
the shoals of herrings which resort there. 

Yarrell says, that this fish in it.s appetite is very voracious, 
and as it is not a rapid swimmer, has recourse to art to satisfy 
its appetite. Upon its head are two long, slender appendages, 
the first of them broad and flattened towards the ends, and at 
the dilated part, having a .shining silvery appearance, not 
unlike a little fish. While couching close to the ground, the 
fish, by the action of its ventral and pectoral fins, stirs up the 
sand, or mud; hidden by the obscurity thus produced, it 
elevates these appendages, moves them in various directions 

. by way of attraction as a bait, and the small fishes, approach
ing either to examine or seize them, immediately become the 
prey of the angler, and thence it derives its general name. 

The head of this fish is wide, depressed; the mouth nearly 
as wide as the head. 'rhe gape of the mouth, in the specimens 
seen, was 9 inches; and the numerous double rows of teeth, 
some recurved and conical, and others long and acute, give 
the enormous gaping mouth a frightful appearanoe. These 
fish are never eaten, but they are sometimes opened for the 
sake of the numerous fishes found in their stomachs, which are 
monstrously large, as compared with the length of the fish. 
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The colour of the whole upper surface of the body, uniform 
brown; fin membranes, dark~r; und~r surface of the body, 
ventral and pectoral fins, whIte; tall, dark brown, almost 
black. 

This fish is found all along the coasts of Nova Scotia and 
New Brunswick; it has been known to measure 5 feet in 
length, but its most common size is about 3 feet· 

]<'amily 6.-LABRIDLE. 

Genus l.-Ctenolabrus. 

Species l.-CtenoZabrus ceraleus-The Sea Perch, or Cunner. 

This fish is common on the Atlantic coast of North America, 
from Delaware Bay to the shores of Newfoundland, and is 
known by a variety of names. In New York, it is called the 
"bergall," a name of Dutch origin; and also the "chogset," 
derived fi'om the Mohegan dialect. On account of its prevail
ing colour, it is often called" blue-fish." At Boston, where 
this fish is taken in myriads, it is called "blue-perch;" but 
among eastern. fishermen generally, it is known as the 
" cunner." 

There is scarcely any fish whose colours are so variable as 
this species. In the smaller individuals, the general colour is 
blue, more or less mixed with brown; and faint, dusky, trans
verse bars may frequently be seen. In the larger species, 
such as are 12 inches long, the colours are bright and showy, 
a light orange-coloured tint pervading the whole body; the' 
head and gill-covers of a beautiful chocolate colour, mixed with 
light blue; the fins of a blue, more or less brilliant. 

The jaws of the "cunner" are covered with thick fleshy 
lips, whence this family derives its name of labrus, lipped
that is, thick-lipped fishes. 

The first specimcns of these fish seen by the writer in the 
Bay of Fundy, werc takcn with hook and line, in 1844, from 
the rocks on thc sca shore near Black River, east of the Har
bour of Saint John. These werc of a reddish brown colour; 
the body elongated, compressed, the depth equal to one fourth 
of the length. 

The~e fis? frequent dcep pools among rocks, hidc them
sel~es mJuez, and are said to fced chiefly on crustacea. Where 
theIr haunts are known, and are accessible, there is much fish. 
ing for them, on the coasts of Maine and Massachusetts with 
ro~ and .line, 'for they take bait very readily, the first ~akcn 
bemg generally th.e largest. They are skinned before being 
dressed; the ~sh IS sweet and palatable. 

Mr. H. Robmson Storer says, they are S0 plentiful in the 
Gut of Canso, that by sinking a basket with a salt fish tied 
therein, he continually caught them by the score for a supply 
of fresh fish while at sea. They are abundant e;ery where on 
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the Atlantic and Gulf coasts of N ova Scotia, but being of small 
size, are very little esteemed 

Genus 2.-Tautoga . . 
Species 1.-Tautoga Ameri~ana-The Tautog, or Black-fish. 

The natural geographic range of this delicious fish is only 
from the Capes of the Delaware to Cape Cod ; but a few 
years since, a number were brought into Massachusetts Bay, 
in well.!boats, and placed alive in its waters. They have since 
increased there so rapidly, that the Boston market has now 
a full and regular supply. 

It would seem that northern waters agree with this fine fish, 
for it has extended its range along the coasts of Massachusetts 
and Maine, and is now taken in the Harbour of Saint John. 
During the season of 1851, many good fish of this species 
were exhibited for sale in the fish-market of Saint John; the 
largest weighed eight pounds. One specimen of the length of 
]9 inches, weighing four pounds, was bought by the writer in 
July, and when brought to table, was found in good condition, 
and of excellent flavour. ' 

The common black-fish, or tautog in the Mohegan dialect, 
(which is also said to mean black) is a well known and savory 
fish at New York, affording equal pleasure to the angler and 
the epicure. The coloUl" of this fish is indicated by its name, 
but varies considerably from deep dull black to glossy blue 
black, with metallic reflections, and occasionally to dusky 
brown. The body is elongated and compressed, the back 
much arched from the dorsal fin to the snout, but straight pos
teriorly. The lateral line follows the curve of the back. 
The lips are. very thick and ~eshy, the teeth stout and of a 
conical form. The tail is very short, nearly even, and slightly 
rounded. 

The usual market weight of this fish, at New York. is two 
pounds, but specimens have been taken weighing twelve 
pounds, and even more. 

Rocky shores and bottoms are the haunts of the black-fish; 
it is readily taken with the hook baited withcl'abs, clams, or 
other small shell-fish, from April until November. It is a 
stationary inhabitant of the salt water, never visiting rivers, 
like some other sea-fish, and is supposed to feed almost exclu
sively on the smaller shell-fish. . 

The black-fish may be kept for a long time in ponds or cars; 
and even fed and fatted there. When benumbed by the cold 
of winter, it refuses to eat any more, and a membrane forms 
over the vent and closes it. With the returning warmth of 
spring, the fish regains appetite; and the blossoming of the 
dog~wood, (cornus florida,) is understood to denote the time of 
beginning to fish for tautog. It i's remarkable for retaining 
life a long time after taken out of the water. 



192 Descriptive Catalogue of Fishes 

Though the hand-line is gen?rally used for black-fish, the 
rod is sometimes employed WIth great advantage. A stout 
trolling rod, with a strong flaxen line, and a reel, are the best 
implements, according to Frank Forrester. T:wo hooks should 
be used, attached to hook links of trebly-twIsted gut, of the 
respective lengths of 12 and 15 inches, both links being 
securely fastened to a small brass ring. This ring is looped 
on ,the end of the line to which the sinker is appended. For 
all sea-fishing with bait, in shoal water, this is the best 
arrangement of hooks. 

The black-fish is altogether a bottom fish, and is generally 
caught in whirls and eddies, in the immediate vicinity of rocks 
and reefs; it must be struck sharply, and pulled up without 
a moment's delay. , 

Attempts have been made to extend the limits of this fish 
to the south, a smack load having been carried from Rhode 
Island very many years ago, and turned adrift in the Harbour 
of Charleston, South Carolina. Some are now occasionally 
caught there, weighing from one to two pounds only, but never 
in such quantities as to be brought to market. The southern 
extension was therefore a failure; but as the black-fish' has 
naturally found its way from MassachQsetts to the Bay of 
Fundy, and is already taken there of large size, it may be 
concluded that it will establish itself in northern waters, and 
soon become plentiful-a matter of. rejoicing to the sporting 
fisherman, and to all who love the delicacies of the table. 

ORDER 2.-Soft-finned Fishes; the fin-rays almost universally 
flexible. 

Family l.-CYPRINID..E. 

Genus l.-Catostomus. 

Species 1.-Catostomus communis-The common Sucker. 

This fish abounds in all the rivers and streams of New 
Brunswick. It is from 10 to 14 inches in length; the flesh is 
seldom used as food. The body is long, rounded, and tapering; 
the head. dark green above, verging to black; the cheeks 
bronze a~d g~lden. T~ up'pe~ part of the body a dark purplish 
eolour, WIth pmk and metallIC tInts on the sides, frequently of a 
resplendent golden hue, extending over the abdomen; beneath, 
whIte. The head is smooth, and without scales' the mouth 
pro.tractil~, with t?ick puckered lips, the lower li'p t\fo-Ioqed: 
ThIS fish IS exclUSIvely North American. 

James L. Price, Esquire, of Ludlow on the Miramichi 
Whose observations in nat~ral hist.o~y are ~ery accurate, state~ 
that the flesh of the s)Jcker, though rather insipid food, is eaten 
b~ many persons, u~ually' fried while fresh, but som.etimes 
slIghtly salted a~d drIed. Mr. Price says it feeds chi(lily, OJ) 
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-aquatic worms and larvre, and seldom takes bait. It spawns 
e'arly in summer, after which it lJecomes meagre and tasteless; 
during the e\l-rly part of May, before spawning, it is in best 
condition. However much the humble properties of the sncker 
may protect it from the voracity of man, it is not without for
midable enemies. Its young are greedily devoured by the 
king-fi<,hcrs; it is the chief prey of the fish-hawk, and it affords 
a desirable repast even to the dainty trout. Mr. Price men
tioned to the writer, that he once met with a trout of consioer
alllc size, in the JUirami'chi, which had heen choked in an 
unsuccessful attempt to swallow a large sucker. 

In the autumn, the sucker is abundant in the New York 
markets; at that season, its flesh is considered of the best 
'luality, although very inferior and tasteless. 

Genus 2.-Leuciscus. 

:Species l.-Lenciscus chrysoleucas-The yellow Shiner. 

The general colour of this very pretty fish, is a beautiful 
golden; the top of the head and back, black; the gill-covers, 
a brighter yellow than the sides. Its usual length is from 5 to 
7 inches, and it is found in gr<:'at abundance, in those parts of 
ponds and quiet streams which are frequented by the yellow 
and white perch. The writer has taken them in great ~um
bers, in the latter part of summer, in the waters near Hampton 
Ferry; it is an exceedingly delicate,. finely flavoured fish, 
when eaten fresh, and may be considered. one of the. most 
savory of the smaller fresh water fishes of New Brunswick. 
It has received the popular name of carp, to which family it 
properly belongs. 

Species 2.-Leuciscus corn1ltus~The Red-fin. 
This beautiful little fish is found in many of the swift and 

limpid streams of New Brunswick, associated with brook trout. 
It is generally qbout 5 or 6 inches in length, very lively and 
active in its movements. All the fins are broadly margined 
with deep scarlet, whence it gets its name of the "red-fin," 
although it is also generally known as the roach: The top of 
the head is covered with minute pointed tubercl~, which are 
also seen on the sides of the snout, arid form a regular series 
along the sides of the lower jaw. 

Species 3 . .:......Leitciscus pu?ckequs~The' Roach Dace, or 
Beautiful Leuciscus. • 

This fish is somewhat .larger than th~ spe~ieslast mentioned, 
hut its colour is more silvery, and it has not the brilliant scar
let fins of the roach,allits fins being light coloured; n,or hasit , 
the roughness on the top of the head. It is not gf)nerally found 
in swift water,but appears to ,4eligllt in' eddies a~d pools, 
where it may be' caught in great numbers, when on the feed. 

13 
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Species 4.-Lcuciscus aTgentezu-The shining Da(l:t)"" 

This pretty little fish varies ~·o~ 2 to 6 inches in lengthr 
The whole surface of the body IS slIvery ; rather dar~er Oili 

the back. From its brilliancy, it is usually called the" shmer"" 
The three species last mentioned, aU take the artificial fly 

readily, and are often caught by fly-fishers while angli~g for 
trout; the red-fin is the best for the table. They are In the 
best condition during the month of May. 

Species 5.-Leuciscus ceplialus-Tlle Chub. 

The chub is well known in every river and stream of New 
Brunswick and Nova Scotia frequented by other fresh water 
fishes; it is taken of all sizes, from 4 to 16 inches. In the 
River Saint John, in the Miramichi at Boiestown, and in the 
Hammond River, the writer has taken chub by fly-fishing, 
weighing three pounds and upwards. Th~ chub als~ takes bait 
.·eadily, but is a timid fish; the largeSlt If once dIsturbed or 
frig.htened, will not bite again for some time. It is eonsidered 
a coarse fish, but those of large size, eaten fresh, are very pala
ta:ble. Mr. Yarrell says, that broiling chub with the scales 
on, is the best mode of preparing it for table. 

Species 6.-Leuciscus atronasus-The Brl'lok Minnow. 

This very little fish is found in almost every brook in great 
'numbers. It is usually about an inch and a half in length, and 
bas three bands on its sides, running longitHdinally ; the lower 
a broad black band, then a golden yellow band, smnewhat nar
rower, and above that, a narrow dark band; when the fish is· 
swimming, these three bands give it a pleasing appearance~ 
It is only caught as bait for larger fish. especially for large 
trout, which prey upon it greedily. 

Genus 3.-Fundulus. 

Species I.-Fundulus fasciatus-The stripw Killifish,. 

In all the salt water creeks and bays 0f New Brunswick 
and Nova Scotia, this fish abounds. In length, it is from 1 to 3 
inches, th~ sid~s o.f a brassr yellow tinged with green. It presents 
much. ~anety HI Its markmgs r having from twelve to eighteen 
blackIsh bars, often obscure, and two to five longitudinal stripes~ 

Its popular name is derived from its abundance in creeks 
and estuaries, which the Dutch settlers at New York termed 
"kills." It is 3!lso known by its Indian name of "mumma
chog," corrupted by the English settlers on the Gulf shore el 
New.Brunswick, where .it abounds, to "mammychub.1t 

It IS only taken as baIt for other fishes. Some of tllese fish 
which were caught in the Harbour of Shediac in a fan ding net,. 
were observed to be .remarkably tenacious of life, and to live a 
long time out of the water after being hung up in the net. 
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Family 2.-SILURID£. 

Genus 1.-Pimelodus. 

Species 1.-':'Pimelodus ca tllS-The common Cat-fish. 

This unsightly fish is found in all those ponds and streams 
where the yellow and white perch are taken, and is somet.imes 
called the "horned {Xlut;" its length is from 6 to 10 inche8. 
The eat-fish is not eaten in New Brunswic!{, but in Maine and 
Massachusetts it is highly esteemed as an article of food, and 
by many preferred to every other species of fresh water fishes, 
except trout; it is usually fried, the skin being first removf'Ai. 

Family 3.-SALMONID£. 

Genus I.-Salmo. 

Species I.-Salrno fontinalis-The Brook Trout. 

Nearly every lake and stream in New Brunswick and Nova 
Scotia, is furnished with a ~reater or less number of this spe
cies of the salmon family. It is taken of all sizes, from 6 to 
20 inehes, and is so well known, as scarcely to need a descrip
tion. Its principal characteristics are-the~ vermillion dots 
and larger yellow spots in the vicinity of the lateral line, and 
the tri-coloured fins, these being blackish on their edges, broadly 
bordered with white, and the rest scarlet. 

The brook trout is a migratory fish; when in its power, it 
invariably descends to the sea, and returns to perpetuate its 
species, by depositing its spawn in the clearest, coolest, and 
most limpid waters it can find. The opinion of Mr. Herbert, 
(" Frank Forrester") that there is but one distinct species of 
the brook trout in North America, cannot be disputed. Du
ring the last thirty years, the writer has caught many thousands 
of these trout, in numerous rivers, lakes, streams and eStua
ries, in the lower Provinces and in Maine, and can safely say, 
after close and attentive examination, that he has never seen 
hut one species of the brook trout, whatever naturalists may 
say to the contrary. 

Various causes have been assigned for the great variety in 
the colour of the brook trout. One great cause is the differ
ence of food; such as live upon fresh water shrimps and other 
crustacea, are the brightest; those which feed upon May-flies 
and other common aquatic insects, are the next; and those 
which feed upon worms are the dullest and darkest of all. 

The colour and brilliancy of the water has also a very material 
effect upon the colour and appeai'ance of salmo fontinalis. 
Professor Agassiz has made some very curious experiments 
with respect to the ~olours of fishes, especially the salmollidre ; 
and he has ascertained beyond a doubt, not only that trout of 
diffehrit neighbouring waters are effected bj the calour and 
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quality of the ,,'ater, but that trout of ~hc same river v~ry in 
colour, accordingly as they haunt the slwdy or sunny sIde of 
the stream. ' 

The fish of streams rushing rapidly over pebbly beds, are 
sup8"ior both in appmuance Ul~d qualitY,to those of powls, or 
semi-2ta,~'j1ant brooks. But thIs may anse not, so much from 
any particular components, of the wa!er~ thems~lves, as !rom 
the fact, that mpidly rm;llln;,;' and fallIng water, IS more Illghly 
::Lcrated,' the'atmosphere being 1110re free~y inten.:ingl,xl with 
it~ and therefore more conducive to the health and condition 
of all that inhabit it. 

The brook trout of America, says Mr. Herbert, is one of 
the most beautiful creatures, in form, colour, and motion, that 
can bo imao'incJ. There is no sportsman actuated by the true 
animus of the pursuit, who would not prefer basketing a few 
bruce of good trout, to l~lking a cart load of the coarser and 
less game denizons of the water. His wariness, his timidity, 
his extreme cunning, the impossibility of takin..g him in clear 
and much fished waters, except with the slenderest and most 
delicate tackle-his boldness and vigour after being hoolred, 
and his excellence on the table, place him, without di';pllte, 
Gext to the salmon alone, as the first of fresh water fishes. 
The pursuit of him leads into the loveliest scenery of the land; 
and the season at which he is fished for, is the most delightful 
portion of the year. 

The brook trout rar,ely exce.eds three pounds in weight; and 
no well-authenticated case is Oil record, of one of the species 
having reached the weight of six pounds, in these Lower 
Provinces. 

Species '2.-Salmo feTox-The great grey Trout. 

This fish is fonnd in all the large lakes of New Brunswick, 
and in very many of those in Maine, but it is believed not to 
exist in the lakes of Nova Scotia; it is called by the lumberers 
the "tog-ue;" the Indians designate it by a name equivalent 
to " fresh water cod." 

It is found in great numbers and of large size in the Eagle. 
Lakes, at the head of Fish River; in the St. Francis Lal{Cs, 
fl:om which flo~vs tl~e river of: that ~ame; and in the Matape
dmc Lake, wInch discharges ItRelf mto the Resti O'ouche, and 
in the Miramichi Lake, at the head of that river. b 

.In Lake, T,emiscouata, this fish has been taken of the weight 
of 2] Ibs; It IS there called the "tuladi." It is often taken of 
the weight of 121hs. and upwards, in the Cheputnecticook 
Lakes, at the head of the eastern branch of the Saint Croix. 
One sporting friend informs'the writer, that he caught two of 
these fish on the Saint Croix Grand Lake' one of which 
weighed SIbs., and the other 131bs;; but that he saw one 
taken by a night'-line l which weiO'hed 25lJ:)s. Anothel' sportiID; 
friend, a resident'of N'ew York,binforms the writer that he rla~ 
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visited the lakes on the western branch of tLc Saint Croix, 
where he catwht several of the "togue," weighing from 41llfl. 
upwards. T!~e largest he caught measured 29 inches in length, 
but weighed Sibs. only, not bBing in good condition. 

It has been fonnd of' late years, that this species of fish exists 
in considerable numbers in Loch Lomond, 12 miles from the 
City of Saint John; awl they have in cOl1sequenee, been 
30ught after by sportsmen, who take them from a boat, by 
trolling over the deepe~,t portions of the Loch. 

A soecimen of this fish, taken in I,;!lh Lomond in 1848, 
was s~nt to the '-,Titer by Charles J~J~lJf:~on, ESCluire, Hi:.::h 
Sheriff of Saint John, which was 24 inches in j:,mgth, a~d 
weighed 7 Uhs. On aO careful eX::l'~i:1~;' ion and dissection of 
1.~lis fish, it vrns fOllnd to correspond exactly with the fish 
described hy WIr. Yarrell as S{l,'j);O fcrox, the gr~;at grey trout 
{)f Loch Awe. 

In Seotland, thir> 'fish i:3 taken from fA boat rowed gently 
thrc'l1gh the water: the bait, a small fish guarded by severnl 

'good sized hOQks. rrhey are extremely roraeic';ls, and having 
seized the bait, will allow themselves to be !lrn;:;g('d by the 
teeth for forty or fifty yards, and when ac(;idcn:;~!l,\~ fred, will 
again immediately" seize it. . The young fish up to ;3lt". ,",pig-ht 
rise freely at the l1s11ttl trout-flies; the writer ins often talwD 
tlWIl1 u,p to that weigbt by fly-fishin~, but never hrgTt. 

When in perfect season and ftlll grown, it is a bndsomc 
fish, thong-h the hCud is too large alld !Oll~: to he in aeeordance 
with perfect ideas of symmetry in a trout. The co],mr:'. arc 
deep purplish brown ·on the upper parts, C'h::nging into r'cld:sll 
gray, and thence into fine orange yellow on the brenst and 
belly. The bony is covered with marLings of diffNcnt siz~'s, 
varying in number in different individhnlro. Each spot j" slIr
rounded by a pale ring, ,vhich sometim~s U2Stlmc::: a reddish 
hue; the spots beeome more distant fn'J11 each ethel' as they 
descend below the lateral linc, and the lower p:1ris of the fish 
are spotleS's. The fins arc of a rich yellowis!! green colom, 
darker towards their extremiticc-<. The tnil is rcmarh::1He for 
its hreadth and conseqnent power. . 

The flavour of this fish tis coarse and indiffere.i1f; the flesh is 
of all orange yellow, 110t the rich salmon colour ~f tIN' (")1)1111011 

tront, in good condition. The stomach is very capacious, and 
generally fOll nd gorged \yith fish; it is very YOraeiOlls, and 
well deserves the l1Z'mc of salmo fITo.t'. 

Species 3.-Salmo trut1a-Tbe Salmon Trout, or White ~ca 
Trout. 

. !his beautiful trout abounds in the Gdf of 8t. Lawrence; 
It IS found on the northern shores of New Brunswick, and in 
the estu,aries of thostl rivers of New Brnllswick at](l Nova 
Scotia .which flow into the Gulf, and the Str.ait of Canso, early 
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in June-it is caught in nets at the Magdalen Islands in sum
mer, and salted for export. Many sportsmen resort annually 
to River Philip in Nova Scotia, during the month of June, to 
fish for these sea-trout, which enter the estuary of the river at 
that season. No specilnen of this "fish has yet been seen in 
the Bay of Fundy, which it is supposed not to frequent. 

The flesh of the salmon trout is of a brilliant pink colour, 
Ilnd most excellent; its exceeding fatness early in the season, 
when it first enters the mixed water of the estuaries, is such, 
that it can be preserved fresh but a very short time. 

The body of the fish is rather deep for its length; the lateral 
line is yery nearly straight, passing along the middle of the 
hody, the scales adhering closely. The upper part of the head 
llnd body, a rich sea-green colour; the lower part of the sides 
and belly, a brilliant silvery white. The fins white, except 
the dorsal, w"hich is nearly the colour of the back. 

Sir William Jardine in speaking of this fish. accmately 
describes its habits, as observed in New Brunswick. Hs says, 
-" In approaching the entrance of rivers, o"r in seeking out 
as it were some one they preferred, shoals of these fish may 
he seen coasting the bays and harbours, leaping and sporting 
in great numbers, £i"om about oue pound, to three or four 
POllUds in weight; and in some of the smaller bays, the shoal 
could be traced several times circling it, and apparently 
feeding." 

Mr. H. Robinsvn Storer, dnring his visit to Labrador in 1849, 
met with a single specimen of the salmon trout of the Gulf, at 
Red Bay, in the Straits of Belleisle, and not being acquainted 
with the fish, designated it salmo immaculatus. The scientific 
description he gil'es. is accurately that of the salmo trutta 
marina, and is as follows :-" Colour-Silvery on sides and 
abdomen; darker on back; no spots. Description-Length 
of head, about one-sixth length of body; depth of head, two
thirds its length; greatest depth of body, directly in front of 
dorsal fin, equal to length of head. Upper jaw the "longer. 
Jaws with numerous sharp incurved teeth. Eyes laterally 
elongated; their diameter one-third the distance betweell 
them. Opercles rounded postel'iOl'ly; lower portion of oper
culum naked, marked with concentric strire ; preopercle lar
ger than in the fontinalis. Scales larger than those of the 
fontinalis. Lateral line commences back of superior angle of 
opercle, and, assuming the cUl've of the body, is lost at the 
commencement ofOthe caudal rays. The first dorsal fin com
me?ces jtist ~nterior to me?ian line; is nearly quudranguJar. 
AdIpose fin sItuated at a distance back of the first dorE'al, little 
less than one-half the length of the fish. Pectorals just" beneath 
posterior angle of op~rcu[um ; their length three-fifths that of 
the head. Ventra!s Just heneath posterior portion of first dor
sal; t~e plates at their base very large .• The anal is situated 
at a distance hack o(the ventrals just equal to Length of head. 
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'~l'lla terminates directly beneafh the adipose fin; of 'the form 
-of first do·r8al. Caudal deeply forked; its l(~ngtb equal to 
greater deptb of body. Dorsal 9; pe~tol"als 13; ventrals 9 ; 
'anal 11 ; caudal 30; length, 13~ inches." 

To the -epicure, a fresh caught salmon tront of the Gulf of 
'Salnt Lawrence, especially early in the season, will always 
.afford a rich treat. The sportsman will find it a thoroughly 
'game fish, rising well at a'bri'lliant fly of scarlet ibis ano gold, 
<!lnd affording sport second only to salmon fishing. The wn
't-erhas caught this fish, wltb the scarlet ibis fly, in the break 
lOt the surf, at the entrance of Saint Peter's Bay, on the north 
'Side -of Prince Edward Island, of the weight of 5 lbs. ; but the 
'most sportillgfishing is from a boat, under eusy sail, with a 
." mackerel hreeze," -and oftentimes a heavy" ground swelL" 
'The fly sk'ips from wave'to wave, at the end of thirty yards 
';()f line, and tbere should be 'at least seventy yards 'more on the 
'Teet , It is tnily splendid sport, as a strong fish will often
times ma''ke 11 long Tun, 'and give a sharp chase down the 
'wind. 

At Guysburo" and Crow Harbour, 111 the Strait of Canso, 
'there is excellent sea-trout fishing at the end of June, as also 
In fhe Great Bras D~Or Lake, within the Island of Cape 
Breton. 'The largest sea-trout rarely exceed seven pounds 
weight; these are taken around the l\'Iagdalen Islands, and in 
the estuari-es of a~] the rivers 'of the Labrador coast, from 
'Mingan to the northern end oft'he'Stnlltsof Belleisle. At the 
'-entra:nces to ma ny of these ri vel'S, the sea-trout were taken in 
'the greatest -abunda'nee, of four pounds weight and upward.s, 
.during the summer of 1851, by the Officers of Her lIiajesty's 
'Sloop " Sappho,~' which v'isitetl the whole of that coast, as far 
'Dorth as Chatean Bay,l1nd'er commaT (;If Captain the Honor
-;able A. A. Cochmue. 

Anuding to the sp-orting character of the white, or sea-trout 
nshing, in the Gulf of Saint Lawrence, Frank Forrester, in his 
4' Fish and Fishing," says-" Right well would it repay some 
'Of 0111' ga1lant yac11ters, to 'turn ,the beads of their 'light craftg 
.easterly, a'na hear -away, as the old song ,has it, with a wet 
:sheetand a fiowi'ng sail, 'for th-e roc'k-baund shores of Nova 
'Scotia and 'New'Brunsw'ick, fDr onoe there, right hospitable 
wouM they find their welcome, and their sport right royaL" 

SpeCies 4.-Salmo salar-The .Salmon. 

'The nohle ::m1l00n, which honest Jzank Walton justly calls 
, .. the king of fresh water fish," is so well known in the North 
:American Colonies as· to need no description. 

As in Europe, so in America, 'it is agreed that there is. b~t 
()ue speCies-salmo salar-THE Salmon. And so a~so IS It 

:agreed, that the salmon of Europe and that of Amenca, arc 
precisely simBar'; the same -fish identically. 
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The salmon enters the rivers of Nova Scoti~ durill.g th~ Ia!teK" 
part of April. Those rivers 0,[ New Brunswlc.k whICh fall Into 
the Bay of Fundy, the salmo~ enters ~t the lat~er part of May;. 
while it se-Idom enters the fivers whICh fall mto the Gulf of 
Saint Lawrence, until the month of June. The female salmon 
first enters the rivers; the male fish follows, ~bout a month 
later than the female; and lastly, come the grilse, or young 
salmon, which continue to ascend the rivers during July and 
August. 

Salmon swim with great rapidity, shoot IIp tIle most oblique· 
and glancing rapids with the velocity of an arrow, and fre
quently leap falls 10 and 12 feet in height. It is believed, t1mt 
the utmost limit of perpendicular height which a salm-oll can 
attain in leaping, is 14 feet; but their perseverance is remark
able, for althollgh they may fail, time after time, yet after 
remainiug quiescent for a few l)10ments to recruit their strength, 
they renew their efforts, and generally succeed; but, it is said,. 
they sometimes kill themselves by the violence of those efforts. 

In New Brunswick, the salmon &eldom deposits its s}'}uwn 
until the middle of October. Mr. Price has observed the 
salmon in the Miramichi, in the act of spmvning, as fate as the· 
20th of November. The fish that have ".pawned, generally 
return to the sea before the rivers become icc-bound in De
cember; but many remain in, the fresh ~ater all winter,. and 
go down to the sea at tl1e breaking up of the ice in spring. 

On one occasion, in the month of December, ~![r. Price 
states that he saw fifteen large salmon, caught r, ith a spear, 
through a hole cut in the ice which covered a creek above' 
lloiestown. 

Before entering the rivers, they live a whiJein the brackish 
water of the tide-ways, as they do also yvhr·m they descend to 
the sea, to render the cltange from one to the othCl' Ie>', abrnpt, 
and to rid themselves of certain parasitical animals, \vhich 
attach to them, when they romain long either in fresh water, 
or in salt, as the case may be. 

The spawn is not deposited until the water is greatly beIow 
its slimmer temperature. Professor Agassiz stated pcrccr;n, .. lIy 
to the writer, that 42" of Fahrenheit's thermometer, or 100 
aboye the freezing point, was .he temperature at w-hich salmon 
usually cast their ova. It i:o ahsolute1y necessary, that the 
water should be aerated, or highly supi;lied with oxygen; 
hence the salmon re:"ort to shallow, pure water, aw1 swim v 
running streams, the rapidity and frequent falls in \~,hich, im"
part purity anll vitality, by mingling their waters Wit;l trn 
atmosphere. . 
, A series ~f i~lteresting. an.cl ca,·::;fldly liond ucted experiments 
III Great Bntall-', have wIthm a few years, led to a much more 
accurate knowledge of the habits of the salnion than -was 
before possessed, and corrected many errone~lIs i~pressions_ 
It has been found, that the eggs of the salmon are hatcbed i.:qr 
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114 days, when the temperature of the water is at 36°-in 101 
days when it is at -;13"-and in 90 days when it is at 45°. At 
the end of two months, the young ii,h attains ,he length of an 
inch and a quarter; at the age of six mOEtb;, it has grown to 
the length of three inches and a quarter. 

In this state the young 8,~11,lOn fry are called parrs, and 
are readily known by their sihcry scales, end by their having 
perpendicularbars, of a dusky gray colour, crossing the lateral 
line. In this state, the fry remain a whole yeal' in tile fresh 
water, not going down to the sea until the second spring' after 
being hatched. As they n~ndil'y take both fiy and bait, great 
nu mbers are often destroyed in m.ere wantonness; and it is 
desirable all. c(')lonists should know, that the destruction of 
these fry, (which from their dark cross-Lars and small red 
spots like the young of trout, are supposed not to be the YOllng 
of salmon) will il1evitall;y destroy the rtlil of salmon ill any 
river, and tend, \Yi~h other can seE', to the extirpation of this 
magnificcnt fish. 'Vhen parI's are takell in QIl;:dibg, thcJ 
should, if nninj ~Hcd, bc immediately returned to tLe stl'f~am, 
and every true sportsman will carefully do so. . 

Tile growth of the p:;.rr is very slow, but y;hen it has "W,lned 
the length of 7 inches, a complete change t;'J,es place in its 
colour. The datlc cro,,'s-bars disappear, as alf.io the small red 
spots. and the fish assumes abl'illiant silvery appearance. It 
then bears the outward semblance of what it really is, a yonng
salmon, and is termed a ':;l!mon-smolt. 

As soon as this change has taken place, the SillOlt e'. inees 
the most Ull~~iol':' u(>'·,ire to visit the sea; 3.1](1 it is alleged, \k,~ 
if it is prevented doing so, by any insn perable ohstacie, i', will 
throw itself on the Lu;·!; and p8t'i~h. Up to this time, the 
growth of the yo ill,'::;' salmon has been very slo'.·,-, but on 
}'(;aehiuO't.he sen., ~t is excee:1i~}~-Lr ranio; a srnolt of si:..:: or 

o 't j 

seven ounces in wei",-ht, ~Jt('r two or three months a!lciC[1Ce in 
the sea, will return as a grilse of Lar or five pi'lmds w(·i:.;·ht ; 
this h.1:'( :H'~ll p,'oi'cd beyond all dispute. Smolts L·\v") I)('cn 
taken by hundreds, markcll with numbered tilkets of zinc 
att;,cbc(f to their dorsal fins, then set at liberty. and reeuptured 
in the autl1i11ll of the same year, as grilse, vt1rj'ing ffom two 
to eight pounds in weight. These have been rclea:~·tl with 
the labels unrcmovcJ, ani! have bc}cn seen in tbc spring of the 
thinl rc;~r, returning to the sea, with IH:igllt nut incrc.i:cd ; i" 
the sucr··.·.~·Ji,;~· antln!1l1. th<'y llave b-;en once mo:'c L~:cn, as 
full ;:;1'01'>1] f,.~lJ, f;·Jrp. IS to 25 PU,1ll0S wei~·ht. 

rrLe lnicroscc~;ic,--J rcs~':-!r,~ ~~('~ of Dr. 1'~n()_"{ have sL'-~'\':,-n, 
that the [COil of tile salmon, previous to its quitting· thi' salt 
water, consists of the eggs of ccl.'iIiO(l"Tlludu and CI',o:!w·,';te, 
this rich aliment giving the (ulour and flavour for w!lieh its i1('~h 
is so highly prized. Thif; if' sustained by tIle obsc.l'.vations of 
Professor Agassiz, who str-tes,. that the m?st ueautiful ~;;l~llon 
trout are fOllnd in waters wluch abound Il1 cruSi'/!C'''', direct 
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experiments having shown to his satisfaction, that the int~nsity 
ef the red colo Ill' of their flesh depends upon the quantity of 
Qamlllm'iui£ whjch they have devoured. 
1:> Fly-fishing for salmon, in Nova Scotia and New Brunswick. 
inorcases annually, as the various rivers become known, and 
the proper I.ocaliti~s and seaso~s are ascertained., The t:-v0 

most noted rivers m Nova Scotm, are the Gold RIver, whICh 
flows into the Atlantic, west of Halifax, and St. Mary's River, 
to the eastward of that port. In New Brunswici{, the best 
rivers are the South West Miramichi, from Boiestown upwards, 
and tbe Nepisiguit River, which flows into the Bay of Chaleur 
at Bathurst. It is known however, that there is good salmon 
fis·hing in several other rivers, of both Provin.!es; while it is 
belie,,'ed, that there are many rivers, especially in the northern 
part of New Brunswick, yet untried, which if visited by expe
rieneed sportsmen, not afraid of rough work at the outset, 
would afford good sport, and heavy fish during the whole of 
every s~ason. 

Genus 2.-c-Osmerus. 

Species l.-Osmerus viridescclIs-The American Smelt. 

This beautiful and saVDfY fish abounds in New Brunswick 
and Nova Scotia; it is sometimes taken a foot in length, but 
its average size is about 5 or 6 inches. 

V cry soon after the rivers are freed in spring from their icy 
fetters, the smelts rush in to the smaller streams, in eountless 
thousands, alld are then taken with the most wasteful profu
sion. The popular name of smelt is giv€n to this fish, from 
its peculiar smell. which resembles that of cllcllmbers ; this is 
strongest when the fish. is first taken, but it may be perceivf'd 
hy raising the gill-covers, after the fish has been some time 
out of the water. 

On the gulf coast of New Brunswick, large quantities of the 
smelt are used every season as manure. At Miscou and other 
fj:;hing stations in the Bay of Chaleur, it is taken in great num
bers, with the seine, and used as bait for cod. The endless 
abundance of the smelt, causes it to be less valued as food, 
than it really deserves. 

The smelt feeds largely on the shrimp. It bites readily at 
the hook, baited with a piece of any of the crustaceons animals, 
and aff?rds endless sport to young anglers. They are also 
cau?;ht I~ thousands by fishing through holes cut in the ice, 
dnnng wlllter, and arc then greatly prized. The writer has 
!reqllently taken t!1C smelt with a small scarlet fly, whilfl fish
mg for sea-trout In the Gulf of Saint LawI'ence, and they 
would undouL~edly furnJsh,very pretty light sport, if other and 
nobler game dId not eXIst III the same l~cality. 



Of New Brunswick and Nova Scotia. 203 

Genus 3.-Mallotus. 

Species l.-Mallotus villosus-The Capelin. 

This, the smallest species of the salmon fam~y, inhabits the 
northern seas only, never ranging further south than the 
shores of New Brunswick. It is very nearly allied to the 
genus osmerus, from which however it differs in the smallness 
of its teeth, and in certain other particulars. Some natural
ists have called this fish salmo Kroenlandicus, while others 
have classed it among the helTingfamily. Cuvier has decided, 
that it belongs to the salmonidre, to which it seems now settled 
it properly appertains. 

The capelin is from 4 to 7 inches in length, the under Jaw 
longer than the upper; the back and top of the head a dull 
lee.k green, with bright green and yellow reflections, when 
moved in the light; sides and belly covered with delicate and 
very bright silvery scales, which are dotted on the margins 
with black specks; the back covered with small smooth grains, 
like shagreen. 

The manner in which the capelin deposits its spawn, is one 
of the most c1ll'iolls circumstances attending its natural history. 
'J'hc' male fishes are sOlnf~what larger than the female, and are 
provided with a sort of ridge, projecting on each side of their 
back bones, similar to the eaves of a house, in which the female 
capelin is deficient. The latter, on approaching the beach to 
deposit its spawn, is attended hy two male fishes, who huddle 
the female between them, until tlie whole hody is concealed 
under the projecting ridges, and her head only is visible. In 
this position, all three nm together, with great swiftness, upon 
the sands, when the males, by some inherent imperceptible 
power, compress the body of the female between their own, so 
as to e;xpel the spawn from an orifice near the tfliI. Hav,ing 
thus accomplished its delivery, the thr~e capelins separate, 
and paddling with their whole force through the shallow water 
of the beach, generally succeed in re!("aining once more the 
bosom of the deep; although many fflil to do so, and are cast 
upon the shorc. especially if the surf he at a II heavy. 

The Rev. Mr. Anspach, in his work on Newfoundland, thus 
describes the flrrival of the capelin schull at Conception Bay, 
where he resided for some years ;-

H It :is imposslhle to ('onceivp, much mnre to clescrihe 1 t11e spJpnllid ~t1pf'.arancf', on a 
beautiful rnonnliQht. nia-ht. ;1t this time. Thpn. the V(lst sUl'fare of the Bay 15 completely 
r.overf'd with mv'rians of fishf"~. of VArlOUE> kinns ann sizps, all 8rtivply engag-pd, pither in 
pur~uing' or a"~iclin£' earh other. TIH" wlH'llp~: a1tf'rlla~f'lv risinl! ~nd plung-infl' thrn~ing 
into the air snouts of water; the con-fish. hnunrhn.!! ahove thE' waves, aml reflectme tlu> IHrht 
or the moon from their silvery sUI'rarp: thp (,rIpplins, hurrying awl'ly in ;mlllensp sIwf11s. to 
sef,k a refu!ZE' on the shorf', whpre e::trh rp,;rin'! WiH"Po IPAvf'8 1nUltitlln.PS skippin!! lli"C'll the 
sanrl, an easy prey to the wow en an(l ('hil(l~p.n. who stanrl,there with barrow.s and ,bur"k;ts, 
reRnV to sf'izp upon the pr(,:(,lous ='Jnd p1enuful hnnty j wl11Jp thf" fi~hE'rmen m theIr Fiklffs, 
with' nf'tf; lnrt(lf> fnr th!'lt PUl'VnFiP. fIr€" industriously el1g~ged in securing a sufficient quantity 
of tIl is "aluable bait for their fishery," . 

Like the common smelt, the capelin possesses the cucumher 
smell; but it differs from the smelt in never entering f~esh 
water streams. 
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As an articie of bait for cod, and other fish of that class, the 
_ ,I-n is of much iml}ortance; wherever abundant, the cod cn·)( j ,- d r I ' 

{i.;Lng is e_'~(~l!ent. It has been foun as lLU' n,Ol'LI III the 
arctic regions as man Ins yet penrtr:lted; :IEd ~t forms so 
imDOl'tallt an article of food in Greenland, that It has been 
te/med t)IC lbi!y bread of the natil'cs, In Newfoundland, it is 
dried in large quantitics, and exported to London, where it is 
50ld principally in the oyster shops. . 

Genus 4,-Coreg0J11~s. 

Ecipccies l.-Oorcgonus albus-The White Fisb. 

Thisfi,;h, the celebrated attilwwrJ1cg of the great northern 
lalies, so fl'eql1cnily described by arctic voyagers as tile most 
delicious of rell plll'ely fre."l! water fishes, is found in consi
derahlc numhers in Lake Temiscouata, where many arc taken 
every autumn by the Freneh Canadians, who come over from 
the e~inl Lawrence to fish for them, and call them poisson 
pOii!!d; the Eng!i:·:h lumbermen call. them "gizzard-fish." 
They are t~.k\'il occasiomllly along tbe Madawaska RiYer; and 
the ":"iter h:1S caught them with rod and line below the falls 
of :!:d river, at its confluence with the Saint John, in the early 
Flrt of summer. At these falls, the inhabitants take nho~t 
('l'ty Lm'c!s every antHmn, whieh are cured in rieltle for 
v,inter use. 

The wl!;te fish f1l,ounds in ,,1\ the Eagle T ... akcs, at tIle head 
of Fish Hil'er, a tributary 'of tile nrr~er Saint John, and d~o in 
il,~~ Saint Francis Lakes, at the head of that tributary. In 
these hkes, it is caught abundantly, every uutumn, during the 
night, by torch-li,",'ht, with dip-nrl s, It has not b:'en o!Jserved 
in any of the lakes or ri n~rs which discharge into the Gulf of 
Sa,int Lawrence, nor yet in any of the W:lters of Nora ~.r'otia, 

Some years since, this fish was abundant in the Grand 1,:,l-Ie, 
""'here the writel' in the month of ni[ay, saw great numbers 
tal,en out of gill-nets set for gaspel'cau, and thrown away by 
the fi"h"r;"en as worthless. At t he same time the ,':riter 
CU\I,'J;:lt a nnmbcr of t!Wld, with rod and line, in one of those 
sm,ll! pi"ces of water connected with the Grand Lake, usually 
cal;.l "i:\"/-holes," It is occasionally taken in the Saint ,John, 
~!lriJtlghout its whole extent; in the Jlarho1ll' of Saint John, in 
Sj;: i!),~, it has been often caught in thl") seines and n-eirs, with 
th,; gaspe:'(~an, flild snlted with that fish, from the want of 
Im,,\\'1~:(16C of its worth. James Brittain, Esquire, of the 
Ncr'i Jls" "'t:t:c~) that he takes a numher of white fish every 
season, lD IllS salmon nets, at the mouth of that. river-and 
that tk,y enter it, in bl'ge ;,:!1O::18, evcr} season, at the cnd of 
l\'Ial'cb, or e:,dj- in April, he :mving seen them through the icc. 

In June, 1851, seH'r"l YCl'J" fine white fi~h wei"hillO' near!" 
<] ., to '" J 
~ Hee Funnels eH~~h, were e,,-ugIlt in a gill-net, in Darling'l! 
".",l{e, neal' Hr;mpton Ferry. ' 
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It is very probable, that the fish of this species found in the· 
lower part of the Saint John, have ventured out of the great 
lakes, at the sources of its upper tributaries, and been swept 
over the Grand Falls, by some extraordinary flood; once over 
those falls, there is no possibility of return. 

r1'he white fish seen by the writer have seldom exceeded 
a poun(l and a half in weight; but they are taken in Lake 
Temiscouata of the vY0ight of three pounds, and even more. 
It is an inhabitant of all the interior lakes. of America, from 
Lake Erie to' the Arctic Sea; seyeral Indian tribes mainly 
subsist upon it, and it forms the principal food at many of the 
fur posts, for eight or nine months of the year, the supply of 
other articles of diet being scanty and casual. Its usual weight 
in the northen1 regions is from two to three pounds, but it has 
been taken in the clear, deep, and cold waters of Lake Huron, 
of the weight of thirteen pounds. The largest seen in the 
vicinity of Hudson's Bay, weighed between 4 and SIbs., 
measureq 20 inches in length, and 4 ih depth; One of 7lbs. 
weight, caught in Lake Huron, was 27 inches long. 

Very recently, the writer had an opportunity of seeing some 
fresh specimens of the white fish of Lake Erie, and was per
fectly satisfied of their identity with the "gizzard-fish" of the 
Saint John, and Lake Temiscouata. 

During the summer, the white fish is not s,een in Lake 
Temiscouata, and it is then supposed to retire to the depths of 
that unusually deep and cold lake. In October, it draws near 
the shores, and ascends the Tuladi River, for the purpose of 
spawning. It ascends the ril'er during the night, and having 
deposited its spawn, returns as quickly as possible to the lake. 
It is when this fish \lraws near the shore, prior to spawning, 
that the fishery is carried on, chiefly at a little bay jn Lake 
Temiscortata, into which the Tuladi discharges its waters. At 
the same time, the great grey trout (salmo fcrox j follows the 
white fish to the shore, and preys upon it. While the nets are 
set for white fish, the fishers, with torch and spear, attae'k and e 

capture the salmo ferox, frequently of large size; and hence 
this latter fish has acquired the name of "tuladi," from the 
river to which it is attracted by ~ts favourite prey. 

The white fish feeds largely on fresh ,vater shell-fish, and 
shelly mollusca; its stomach thereby gains an r extraordinary 
thickness, and resembles the gizzard of a fowl, hence its popu
lar name of "gizzard-fish." The stomach, when cleaned and 
boiled, is a favourite. morsel with the Canadian voyageurs. 

Family 4.-CLUPEIDJE; 

• Genus l.-Olupea. 
Species l.-,-Olllpea,· cloizgata'TC0l11m0l1 American Herring. 

As the herring ~f North Americahas·been found to differ 
greatly from the herring of Europe, (clupea, lwrengus,j the 
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naturalists of the United States have distinguished it by the 
name of clupea elongata. :Fishermen designate it by the name 
of "blue-back," and sometimes they call it the '.' English 
IwrriiJO';" very often, they add .the name of the localIty where 
it is taken to distinguish particular varieties. 

The st~tements made by the older naturalists, as to vast 
armies of herrings coming. down annually from the Arctic 
Ocean, and making the circuit of the seas, is now supposed to 
be wholly imaginary. It is generally believed, at present, that 
the herring fattens in the depths of the ocean, and approaches 
the shore in shoals, merely for the purpose of depositing its 
spawn. In this opinion, Mr. Yarrell fully coincides, and there 
can scarcely be a better authority. It is quite certain, that 
the eommon herring is caught on the shores of New Bl'Uns
wick during every month of' the year, which quite precludes 
the idea of its being a migratory fish. 

It is found everywhere on the coast of Nova Scotia; and 
from the information obtained by the writer during his official 
inspection of the fisheries, it appears certain, that there are 
several varieties of the common herring, some of which spawn 
early in the spring, and others in August and September; also, 
that the quality varies very considerably in different localities. 
The habits, haunts, and seasons, of this fish are only beginning 
to be understood, and accurate observations on these, would be 
highly useful to all who are interested in the herring fishery. 

Species 2.-Clupea minima-The Britt. 

Dr. Storer, in his Report on the Fishes of Massachusetts, 
says that this pretty little spfcimen of helrring is found, at 
certain seasons, in incredible numbers, on the coast of that 
State, and serves as food for several other species of fish. It 
varies in length, from one to four inches; the back, nearly 
black; the upper parts of the sides, dark green; sides silvery, 
with roseate and golden reflections. 

The fishermen of the Bay of Fundy speak of' this fish, as 
having been formerly very abundant, but now seen only occa
sionall.y. As the writer has not been fortunate enough to see 
a speCImen, he cannot deflcribe it from his own observation. It 
is said to be frequently met with in the Gulf of Saint Lawrence. 

Genus 2.-Alosa-The Shad. 

Species l.-Alosa sapidissima-The American Shad. 

The sh~d of Ame~ica, like the common herring, having been 
fou~d. to dtffer matenally from the shad of Europe, has receive~ 
a dlstmct name; the designation given by Wilson, and adopted 
by :Qr: Storer, alosa s,!p.idissima, is here followed. _ 

U ~hke most fish whICh frequent. the northern seas, this 
speCIes comes from the south to deposit its spawn. Dr. DeKay, 
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in his Report on the Fishes of N mv York, says 'he infers this 
to be the fact, from the order of its appearance along the 
American coast. At Charleston, shad' appear ill January; at 
Norfolk, in February; on the coast of New York, at the latter 
end of March, or beginning of April; at Boston, in the latter 
part of April. In the Bay of Fundy, they seldom appear until 
the middle of May. The first fish which arrive, ascend the 
River Saint John to .;pawn; it is believed, that they remain 
in the fresh water no longer than is necessary to deposit their 
ova, and then proceed up the Bay of Fundy, to their favourite 
feeding grounds] then~ to fatten upon the slll'imp and "shad
worm," until they attain that degree of excellence which 
renders them so much sought after. The other shad, which 
are found in the autumn upon the same feeding grounds, and 
in which no roe has yet been seen, are probably fish that have 
not attained a sufficient age for spawning, as those which 
ascend the river for that purpose, are of large size and appa
rently old fish. 

The body of this fish is deep and compressed i its length 
varies from one to two feet. The width across the body, {rom 
the commencement of the dorsal fin, to the anal, is nearly equal 
to one-fifth the length of the fish. Abdominal ridge serrated 
throughout; the whole body covered with large deciduous 
scales, except the head, which is naked. The usual weight 
of this fish is from one to four pounds, although it sometimes 
attains the weight of six pounds. , 

Mr. Herbert (Frank Forrester) in his "Fish and Fishing," 
speaking of the shad, says :-

.. This delicious and well known fish, whiGh ;. by many esteemed the queen of all fishes 
on the table, has been, until very recently, regarded as one that could be taken only with the 
net, and w':refore of no avail to the angler. It is now, however, clearly pruved, that like 
the herrillg, the American shad will take a large gaudy fly freely, and being a strong, active, 
and powerful fish, affords great play to the .portsman, 

" It is indisputably true, that on his entrance into fresh water from the salt, for the pur· 
pose of spawning, the shad .will readily take a g~udy fly, the more readily the ,higher he 
runs up into the cold and hlghly aerated watels, In the upper parts of our large rlvers. 

" The flesh of the shad is, perhaps, the most delicate of any existing fish; and, though it 
lacks the lusciousness, fls·well as the glutinous fin of the turbot, it is preferred to that fisb 
by many judicious epicures, notwithstanding the drawback occasioned by its innumerable 
and sharply·pointed bones. 

" From personal experience and success, I can ~ssure the fly.fisher, that he will :End 
much sport in fishing for the sbad, during his upward run in the spring, with a powerful 
trout-rod, a long line, and the proper flies." 

Of the sea shad, none are so fine as those taken at the head 
of the Bay of Fundy, in the muddy waters of which they attain 
the highest perfection, owing to the great abundance there of 
their favourite food, the "shad-worm" and the shrimp. The 
shad is but rarely seen on the Atlantic coast of Nova Scotia; 
it is found in the Gulf of Saint Lawrence, the various rivers 
of which it ascends, as far north as the Miramichi, which seems 
to be its limit in that direction, none having been seen in the 
Bay of Chaleur. 

The shad enters the Miramichi in the latter part of May, 
and remains until the middle of July; occasionally it ascends 
the South West as far as Boiestown, but the greatest numbers 
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e found below the mouth of Etienne's River, always resting r: deep, quiet water. The shu:d w.hich freque·~t the G nlf are 
greatly inferior to those taken In .the Bay of k undy. . 

The shad which ascend the SaInt John, resort for spawmng 
to Darling's Lake, (Kennebecasis,) Douglas Lake, (Nerepis,) 
the Wadl:Aemoac Lake, the Ocnabog Lake, the Grand Lake, 
and the Oromocto River. They are caught in the Saint John 
near Fredericton, but not above, the wate~' bein"g too rapid. 
TIle ~had taken in the fresh water, are very inferior to those 
~.lt;ch remain exclusively in the salt watcr of the Bay, and 
the longer t;;cy are in the river, the more worthless they 
become. 

Species 2.-Alosa tyrannlis-The Gaspcrcau, or American 
" Alewive. 

The alcwive appears in great quantities in the Chesapeake, 
in l\1 arch; at New York, it appears with the shad. The 
earliest fish appear in the Harbour of Saint John, in April, but 
the main body does not enter the river bef'ore the 10th of May. 
It would thereforc appear, that the alewive also comes from' 
the south, like the common shad, to deposit its spawn in 
northern rinTS. 

The usuallcngth of this species of shad, which is best known 
in New Brunswick and Nova Scotia by the name of gaspereau, 
is from 8 to 10 inches; the back a blue green, approaching to 
purple; sides, silvery. The head, dark green above, and the 
tip of the lower jaw of the same colour; opercles, yellow. 

In the Bay of' Fundy, this fish is abllndant; in the Gulf of 
Saint Lawrence, it is less plentiful, and of' much smaller size; 
in the Bay of Chaleur, it has not yet been noticed, and like 
the shad, the Bay of lUiramichi .,,,ould seem·to be its extreme 
northern limit. 

The catch ~f gaspereau in the Harbour of Saint John, varies 
from 12,000 to 16,000 barrels each season,· and sometimes 
reaches 20,000 harrels. It ascends the Saint John to the 
same localities as the shad, in order to deposit its spawn. In 
the l\'liramichi, it ascends to the source," and spawns in the 
Miramichi Lake. 

. 
Species 3.-Alosa menhaden-The I\fossbonker. 

':i'his fish is known by a variety of popular "mimes, among .. 
whICh are "bony-fish "-" hard-head "-" pauhagen"-and:· 
"menhaden:' " Itis seldom eaten, being dry, without flavour, 
D.nd full of bones. On the coast of the United St"ates, it is 
use? as bait for cod, and also extensively as mahUl~~, for nino':' 
vatlllg old grass fields, but not withqlJ.t inj ury to· th~ h~alth ·or 
t~lOse who reside in the vicinity. The mossljonker is some
!unes caught in the weirs, within the Harbour of SairifJohn, 
111 considerahle numbers ;it has occasionally been sold to the: 



OJ New Brunswick and Nova Scotia. 209 

ignorant as fall shad, to which it bears some resemblance. 
The mossoonker is exclusively a sea fish, never entering the 
fresh water. 

Species 4.-Alosa mattowaca-The Autumnal Herring. 

Dr. DeKay says the autumnal, or fall herring, or "shad 
~erring," is a common fish at New York; he has adopted the 
-designation of that excellent naturalist Dr. MitchiIl, who having 
nrst observed this fish at Long Island, near New York, 'Con
ferred upo\n it the aboriginal name of the Island-Mattowaka. 

A careful examination has been made of the" Quoddy her
ring," taken near Campo Bello, and it has been found to 
correspond so exactly with the descri.ption given by Dr. 
DeKay, that the writer, until better informed, ventures to 
<class it as a member-of the shad"family. In flavour and excel
lence, it ranks oaly second to the best shad of the Petitcodiac. 
It is exclusively a sea fish. 

AU the members -Of the shad family are serrated, or toothed 
like a saw, on the belly, whioh is carinate, or shaped like a 
keel. 

ORDER :a.-Fishes with ventmls under the pectora'ls, and the 
pelvis suspended to. the shoulder bones. 

Family 1.-G ADID.E. 

This family is one of the most important to man in the whole 
class of fishes. 

Genus l.-Mvrrkua-The Cod. 

Species l.-Morrku(f, vulgaris-The common Cod. 
Species 2.-Morrkua Americana-The American Cod. 

'The first of these two species is the common cod of New. 
',foundland, well known as an article of food, the wide world 
'over. Among fishermen, it is designated the bank cod; it is 
taken in deep water off the coast of Nova Scotia,and also in 
the entTance to the Bay of Fundy, between Brier Island and 
Grand Manan. It is always a thick, well-fed 'fish, and often 
attains·a great weight, sometimes 70 or 80 pounds, and even 
more. 'The colour varies mych in individuals, but is generally 
a green:ish brown, fading into ash colour when the fish is dead, 
with many reddish yellow spots; the belly, silvery opaque 
white; the fins, pale green; the lateralljne, dead white. 

This fish is taken from the coast of Maine northwardly, as 
far as man has penetrated. Capta.in James C. Ross states, 
that on the west coast of Greenland, in latitude 66° 30' north, 
a number of very fine codfish were caught by the crew of the 
'''Victory,'' om a'bank consisti.ng of small stones, coarse !'land, 

14 
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and broken shells, with 18 to 30 fathoms over it. At the
Peninsula of Boothia, Captain Ross purchased cod from the 
Esquimaux, who caught the?I. thro~gh ~oles. in th~ ice. 

The Commissioners of BrItish Fishenes, III theIr Report to' 
Parliament for the year 1846, state that two vessels- in that 
year, proceed~d for the first time,. from the Shetland Islands 
to Davis' StraIts, for the prosecutIOn or the cod fishery, and 
were very successful, the number of fish taken having been 
29403 cod. The fish were caught in the ordinary manner, 
wi~h hand-lines and bait. So plenty were they in some places 
not far from the shore, that they were caught with raspers, or 
by letting down and drawing up a fine with several bare 
hooks fixed thereon, tied back to back. The fish were, JlOW

ever, chiefly caught upon a bank, with a depth of water from 
15 to 40 fathoms, in latitude 66'" and 67"' north, and 55"' west 
longitude, from 30 to 40 miles off the land. The codfish were 
in so great abundance, that nearly 2000 fish were caught by 
the 20 men on board, in the course of 24 hours; the wliole 
quantity was fished in 28 days, being an average daily catch 
of 1000 fish. Some of the fish, when taken out of the sea, 
weighed about 801bs., and when dressed, about 601bs. They 
were of excellent quality, and their livers were so rich, that 
they were preserved, with the firm conviction they would pro
duce six tons of oil. In 1847, another successful attempt was 
made by a vessel from Lerwick, to prosecute the cod fishing 
at Davis' Strait~. The vessel reached the fishing ground on 
the 23d of June, and continued to fish until the 16th of August, 
during which time 42,143 cod were caught. This was consi
derably above the take of the previous year, and but for 
stormy weather, the voyage would have been even more 
successfw l. 

In September 1851, the writer saw ill the fish market of 
Halifax, a bank cod weighing 551bs. It was a female fish, not 
in good condition, having nearly finished spawning. The 
'fishermen stated, that it was taken off Halifax Harbour 
about ten miles from land, in four fathoms water, on a bank 
to which the eod resort for spawning in August and Septem
ber. The largest cod of this species brought into Halifax 
market, during the season of 1851, weighed 861bs. , 

The second species named above, the American cod, is 
slightly, though permanently, distinct from the common or 
bank cod. The back is of a light olive green, (becoming pale 
ash In the dead specimens) covered with numerous reddish 
or yellowish spots, to a short distance below the lateral line 
which is an opaque white throughout its whole extent. ' 

There are several varieties of the American cod the most 
usual of which are the arenosus, or shoal cod of D~. Mitchill 
with a ~reenish brown hue, and inconspicuous spots; and th; 
rupestrzs, or rock cod of the same author of a smaller size 
with a reddish hue, occasionally a bright ;ed~ very Dumerou; 
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on the whole coast of Nova Scotia, and in the vicinity of Grand 
Manan. Fine specimens of this variety may be seen in the 
fish market of Halifax, during the season; their quality is 
admirable. 

The southern limit of the American cod is New York; 
thence it ranges northwardly, along the whole coast of North 
America, to the Saint Lawrence. 

It is believed, that there are several species and varieties of 
cod, within the Gulf of Saint Lawrence, and especially on the 
coast of Labrador; but these have not yet been examined with 
precision. In the Gulf, deformed fish are of common occur
rence, the deformity frequently consisting in a fore-shortening 
of the head, whence the fishermen call them" bull-dogs." 

The cod is an exceedingly voracious fish. It attacks indis
criminately every thing in its way, devouring smaller fish, 
crustacea, and marine shell-fish. Its stomach is the great 
repository, from which naturalists have lately obtained so many 
rare and undescribed species of shells, inhabiting deep water, 
and which are unattainable by any other me&ns. 

A fisherman at Brier lRland assured the writer, that he had 
often seen the c~d in shoal water, with their heads straight 
dQwn and tails up, working "mussels and clams off the bottom. 

Species 3.-Morrhua pruinosa-The Tomcod. 

This fish ranges the whole American coast, from N ew York 
northwardly; it is taken on the shores of Nova Scotia and 
New Brunswick, throughout the year. It frequently ascends 
rivers, even into fresh water. 

The head is small, and flattened above; the abdomen pro
minent; the tail long and slender; the cheeks lustrous. It 
varies in length from 4 to 12 inches. The colours of the tom
cod vary greatly, scarcely any two individuals being exactly 
alike; five varieties have been noticed, and it is thought the 
number may be still further increased. It is a savory fish, 
and may be taken in large quantities with the greatest ease. 
As it seizes almost any bait greedily, it is a great source of 
amusement to juvenile anglers everywhere. 

In the early part of winter, after the first severe frost, it 
becomes very abundant in the mixed waters of estuaries, and 
hence the name of "frost-fish" which is frequently applied to 
it. At that season, it is in fine condition, and is consumed in 
large quantities. Dr. Storer states, that no less than 2000 
bushels of this fish, are sent annually from Watertown alone, 
to the Boston market, and there meet a ready sale. 

Species 4.-~orrhua (p,glefinus-The Haddock. 

This fish is found everywhere on the American coast, north 
of New York. Its distinctive colouring is blackish brown above, 
and silvery gray below the lateral line, which is jet black. The 
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b k d sides are varied by purplish and gold gleams, which 

d~c anar very soon after the fish is dead. The body of the 
Isappe . b' k d· h h d I fish is stout forward, and tapermg ac. war ,t e ea arge 

and arched; the eyes large; the lower Jaw the shortest. 
This is an exeedingly fine fish when eaten fresh, or when 

r ghtly salted and smoked, in the same manner as the Finnan 
~~ddocks of Scotland. It is too thin a fish for .salting and 
tlryino- like the cod, and has only half the commercial value. 
Th~ haddock spawns early in spring, and the young are 

said to be six inches long in September. Their food is small 
fish crustacea, and almost any of the inferior animals of the 
dee~, even the spiny aphrodita. They are in best condition 
for table in the latter part of the season. 

Haddocks swim in immense shoals, and are prone to change 
their ground after having. arrived. When ~heir numbers are 
considered, the consumptIOn of food, even III a short space of 
time, must be enormous; and this may be one powerful reason 
for their seeking new localities. 

The haddock is a favorite object of pursuit, with those 'whl> 
klllow deep-sea fishing as an amusement. Haddock fishing may 
be pursued with the greatest comfort and convenience, by the 
amateur fisherman, in Quoddy River, between Campo Bello 
and Eastport-in the Basin of Annapolis, near Digby-and in 
the Harbour of Halifax. In each of those localities, the fish 
are of excellent qualit.y, and most abundant. 

After describing the usual tackle for this fishing, Frank 
Forrester says-" With this, in any eastern water, you may 
rest assured of returning home with a hoat-Ioad of fish, a set 
of very weary limbs, a pair of very sore hands, and an enor
mous appetite, of which, me judice, the first and last alone are 
desirable. " 

Genus 2.-Phycis. 

Species l.-Phycis Americanus-The American Hake. 

The geographical range of this fish appears to be from Cape 
Cod, northwardly. It is taken largely on muddy bottoms, both 
in the Bay of Fundy and in the Gulf of Saint Lawrence, chiefly 
by fishing during the night, at which time it feeds on the smaller 
crustacea, with which its stomach is generally found to be filled. 
In the Gulf of Saint Lawrence, and Bay of Chaleur, it is inva
riably called" ling," under which name, when salted and dried, 
it is exported by the Jersey merchants, who have fishing estab
lishments there, and who probably introduced the name. 

Th~s fis~ is frequentl! .taken of the length of three feet, 
especmlly III the Gulf; It IS of a reddish brown colour, with 
slight metallic. reflections on the cheeks, and a dark patch be
neath the orbits; abdomen lighter, mixed with gray. It has 
o~e. barbule ulidertbe chin; the ventral fins are simple rays, 
dlVlded or forked, one of the divisions longer than the other. 
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Head pointed, flattened above; snout prominent; the upper 
jaw projects be-yond the lower; both jaws are arched wita 
several rows of sharp, in curved teeth, which render necessary 
an armature of six or eight inches above the hook, as this fis. 
,readily bit~s off a common cod-line. 

Genus 3.-Merlucius. 

Species l.-Merlucius albidus-The Silver Hake. 

This fish has the same geographical range as the AmericaR 
hake last mentioned. It is abundant around the Island of 
Grand Manan, and is there known as the silver hake; in the 
market of Saint John, it is sold under the name of" whiting." 

When quite fresh, it is an exceedingly sweet and palatable 
fish, but it soon becomes soft and tasteless. As it is never 
salted, the fishermen attach no value to it whatever. At Grand 
Manan, the silver hake, of small size, is often taken in the 
herring n.ets, in which it becomes entangled while pursuing 
its prey. The writer observed the fishermen at Grand Manan 
throwing away this fine fish by dozens, when clearing their 
herring nets. It is a most voracious fish, as implied by ita 
name, rnerlucius-the sea pike. 

The head and upper part of the body are of a dull lead 
colour; the sides and abdomen white. The eyes are very 
large, the pupils black, the irides silvery. There is a sensible 
depression on the top of the head between the eyes. The 
lower jaw is the longest; both jaws are armed with ill-defined 
series of very sharp recurved teeth, some of which resemble 
the fangs of serpents; these long fang-like teeth are distant, 
the intermls being filled up with smaller teeth. 

This fish is from one to two feet in length, and is of roving 
habits, following the shoals of herrings, of which it devoul"i 
great quantities. It has been generally confounded with mer
lucius vulgaris, the common hake of Europe, but Dr. DeKay 
considers it distinct by its radial formula, long palatine teeth, 
deeply concave caudal, and other particulars; he, therefore. 
confers upon the American species the name of albidus. 

Genus 4.-Met·langus. 

Species l.-Merlangus carbonarius-The Coal-fish or Pollack. 

According to Dr. DeKay, this is one of the few oceanic 
fishes which range on both sides the Atlantic. It is a northem 
fish, anll the coast of New York is assigned as its southern 
limit. on this side the Atlantic. It is found far to the north, 
and was the only fish met with by Lord Mulgrave on the 
shores of Spitzbergen; the fry, only 4 or 5 inches in lengt.h: 
were caught with the trawl net on the. wes! coast of DaVIS 
Straits, during the first voyage of Captam SIr Edward Parry. 
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The writer has not seen in the Gulf of Saint Lawrence a 
single specimen of thi.s ~sh; nor has he ever met a fisherman 
who had taken one wIthm the Gulf, except near the northern 
end of the Strait of Canso. In the Bay of Fundy, the pollar,k 
abounds almost everywhere, except in the muddy,waters of 
Cumbei"land Bay, and the Basin of Mines. , 

The head and body of this fish are elegantly shaped; from 
its beauty of form, and quickness of motion, the Bay of Fundy 
fishermen often call it the" sea-salmon." 

The upper part of the head, and the back above the lateral 
line, are almost black; beneath that line, (which is silvery white) 
the fish is much lighter in colour, becoming greyish white, 
with golden reflections on the sides and belly; the head tapers 
to the snout; the upper jaw rather the shortest; the mouth 
black; the teeth very small. 

From almost every projecting point in the Bay of Passama
quoddy, where there is a run of tide, young pollack may be 
taken during the summer, with rod and line, very rapidly, 
either with bait, or any gaudy artificial fly, even of tude con
struction. The most attractive is the scarlet ibis with gold, 
the same as used in the Gulf for white sea-trout. 

The season for spawning is early in spring; in the early 
part of summer, the fish is lank and almost worthl.ess. It 
becomes in good condition in August-, and improves as the 
season advances; it then prowls after prey in large companies. 
It swims at no great depth, and when attracted by bait, will 
keep near a boat or vessel until all are taken. 

Pollack fishing may be considered the most valuable and 
extensive of the deep-sea fisheries of the Bay of Fundy. 

Genus 5.-Brosmius. 

Species 1.-Bros17lius tiUlgaris-The Torsk, Tusk, or Cusk. 

This is a northern fish, and its sOllthern limit on the North 
Americ~n . coast, is Massachusetts B<1:Y; even in the Bay of 
Fundy It IS not very abundant. It IS taken in deep water 
wh!le fishing for cod, and is said to prefer a rocky bottom on 
whIch se,a-weed grows. Its usual length is from 18 inches to 
3 feet, which it rarely exceeds. 

The colour of th~ body is a uniform dark slate the head 
r<1:ther darker than the body. The mouth large, the'jaws filled 
wIth large, recurved.teeth; the upper jaw is a very little longer 
than the lower; a slllgie barbule under the chin. The dorsal 
fin begin.s well forward ?n the fish, and terminates ju,;t in front 
?f the tall; the anal fin IS continued to the tail and nearly joins 
It. The caudal fin IS round, and like the dorsal and anal fins 
is m~rg!ned with blue and edged with white. This latte; 
pecuhanty renders the torsk, or cusk, easily distinguished 
among all other members of the cod family. -
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Dr. Storer is of opinion, that the torsk of America cannot be 
<distinguished f,'om the t(}}'sk of Europe, although LeSueur 
>conceives there is a difference, and designates the American 
species B. jla'IJescens. In Eur@pe this fish rarely appears 
below 60"',01' abo'Ve 73"', north latitude. It is plentiful on the 
eoast of Norway, as far as Finmark, and also on the west and 
south coast ()f Iceland, but rare on its north and east Coast. 

The fish of this species taken in the Bay of Fundy, are 
llsually caught in ~h~ latter part of wintel', or early spring'. 
When eate-n fresh, It IS very fine, but rather tough; it is there
fore generally preferred after being dried. It then swells 
much in boiling, and parts into very thick flakesc In Bost-on, 
:this fish is considered a delicacy, and when dried, is by many 
tho\lght preferable t-o ,cod. 

Genus 6.-Lola. 

:Species I.-Lola macldo$a-The Spotted Bm'bot, .01' Fresh
water Cusk. 

This is the only member of tbe cod family Wllich resides per
'manently in fresh water. Some 'hundreds are taken annually 
gn the River Saint John, by night-lines dropped through the 
tce, at the beginning of winter. Many are thus taken near 
Fredericton, but the best fishing ground is on the sand-bars, a 
little aoove the mouth of the Oromocto River, where this fish 
resorts previous to its spawning, which takes place in February 
.or l\'larch. 

The length of the fresh-water cusk, is from 18 inches to 2 
feet. The body is eompressed, and somewhat eel-shaped; the 
head broad, depressed; jaws 'nearly equal; the gape large. 
The teeth are in the jaws, small and recurved, ,distributed in 
tJands. The colour of the body is a yellowish brown, clouded 
.and spotted with darker brown spots, and it is covered with a 
,mucous secretion. The fins partake of the colour of that part 
,of the body from which they emanate, those of the lower surface 
being much the lightest. 

In July, 1841, the writer caugllt oneoffhis species of fish 
"on a night-line in Lake Temiscouata, which weighed seV'en 
pounds. It is abundant in that lake, and also in the Eagle 
llnd Saint Francis Lakes already mentioned, in common with 
the" white.,fish," and" great grey trout." 

Dr. Richardson (Fauna Boreali Arnrricana) says it is 
,common in every river and lake, from Canada to the northern 
~xtremity of this Continent. The Cree Indians call it the 
H methy;" the Canadian voyageurs -name it "Ia loche," and 
by these two names it is knowll in the fur countries. Within 
the ,limits of the United States, it is .called the "eel-pout." It 
is very voracious, feeding on ,smaller fish, and cray~fish ; these 
last abound in Lake Temiscouata. Dr. Richardson says he 
,~pened' several or'these fish taken at Pine Island Lake, in the 
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month of March, which were filled with cray-fish to strch I¥ 

degree, that the form o.f thei~ bodies. u:as quite disto~ed •. the· 
soft integuments of theIr bellIes admItt~n:g of fP"eat dIlatatIon. 

The flesh of the "fresh-water cusk,' IS white, firm, and0f 
good flavour; the live~ and ro.e are c~nsidered delicacies. WheJll 
well bruised and mIxed with a httle flour, the roe can be" 
baked into very good biscuits, which are used in the fur coun
tries as tea bread. 

This fish is not unIil,c the eel in nmny of its habits, eon-
ceaIing itself under stones, waiting and watching for its prey;: 
it feeds principally at night, and is therefore' generally taken; 
by night-lines. 

Family 2.-PLEliRONECTIDlE-The Family of Flounders. 

POPULARLY €:ALLED: FLAT-FISH). 

The peculiarities of tIlis family are thus describ~d :-" Bod} 
flat, compressed vertically; upper surface dusky, and of va
rious colours; beneath, wbite; dorsal single, extending the" 
whole length of the back; both eyes placed on the same side
of the head; no air-bladder; b-yanchial rays, six!' 

With such peculiar characteristics, the members of thili· 
family are readily recognized everywhere. In some of the 
members, the eyes are placed on a different side from their 
usual situation, and these are termed, reversed individuals;: 
more rarely it happens, that both sides are colom.ed, when they 
are said to be doubled. As some confusion, has ansen, as to. 
whether a fish is right or left, dextral or sinistral, the following
is the rule adopted. The fish is placed' on its edge with the· 
tail to the observer, and the dorsal fin uppermost; the fish is:. 
then said to be dextral or .~inistral, according as the colourem 
side is on the right, or left hand. 

:\ll the fishes of this family are- very tenacious of life. 

Genus r.-Hippoglossus. 

Species 1.-Hippogiossus ilulgaris-The Halibut. 

This is a very large fish; it is found on the coast of Nort& 
America, f\'Om Nantucket to Greenland; and is frequently 
taken of the weight of 200lbs. Dr. Storer mentions one of' 
these fish brought into Boston market, that weighed 420lbs-.. 
aft~r the head and bowels were removed; and another, that 
wClghed upwards of 600Ibs., which was taken on a bank sixty 
miles south east of Portland, Maine. ' • 

The halibut is very voracious; it swims near the gr0und,. 
and devours other flat-fish, as well as sbells and crustacea. 
In summer, .it is .caug~t in s.hallow water, and often quite near 
the shore; III wlDter It retIres to deep water. The flesh is.' 
rather coarse and dry, but it is much esteemed by many' the
fins and flaps are delicacies, if the fish is in good cOIJdition~ 



Of New Brunswiclo ana NO'IJfJ Scotia. 217 

When the fishermen of the Bay of Fundy take a nnmber of 
these fish at one time, they salt the flesh lightly, and then dry 
and smoke it for winter use. 

On some parts of the coast of Nova Scotia, this fish is found 
in such abundance, and of so large size, that the localities are 
avoided by those engaged in cod-fishing, as a boat, or small 
vessel, becomes soon heavy laden. 

Both eyes, and the colour of the halibut, are on the right side; 
but Dr. Storer mentions, that reversed specimens are some
times met with, and says he examined a fish of this species, illl 
Boston market, weighing 1031bs., with the left side coloured, 
and bearing the eyes. 

Genus 2.-Platessa. 

Species 1.-Platessa plana-The common :Flounder. 
2.-Platessa pusilla-The Sand-flounder, or small dab. 
3.-Platessa limanda-The Fleuk, or common dab • 

• 
These several species of flat-fish are found everywhere on 

the coasts of New Brunswick and Nova Scotia; very likely, 
other species exists, and will be hereafter noticed. 

The first, or common flounder, is from 6 to 18 inches in 
length; the eyes and colouff~d surfaee are on the right. The 
colour is variable; some are greenish, others slate-coloured, but 
generally, rusty-brown prevails. In Boston, this fish is called 
the" winter flounder," and its flesh is highly prized. In the 
tide-way of the Miramichi, this fish is taken with the hook, 
during winter, through holes cut in the ice. 

The next species, the sand-flounder, or small dab, is a little 
fish, from 4 to 6 inches in length, nearly of a uniform olive 
brown; the eyes and coloured surface on the right; found in 
shallow and sandy bays and coves. It is very abundant during 
summer, on the sands to the eastward of the City of Saint 
John, and is taken at low water by hundreds, in the shallow 
pools of the estuary of the Marsh Creek. The shrimp-fishers 
on those sands, also take them in great numbers in their 
shrimp-nets. 

The third species, the fleuk, or common dab, as it is called 
in Scotland, also abounds. It. is generally taken towards 
autumn, when it approaches the shores prior to spawnillg. 
Several of this species were taken by the writer in October, 
1850, in the upper part of the Bay of Fundy, near Parrsbo
rough; it was found a very sweet and delicate fish, eaten fresh. 
It is readily distinguished from the common Hounder, by its. 
more uniform and lighter brown colour, its more curved lateral 
line, and the greater roughness of the scaly surface. - The 
eyes and colour are on the right side; it is from 8 to 12 inches 
in length. • .. 

Another small flat-fish was observed by the Writer, at PQmt 
Miscau, in August 1849, where it was taken in a smelt-seine,. 
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the smelt beino- used there as bait for cod. It had several of 
the characteris~ics of the European plaice; but as it was evi
,dently the young of a larger fish, no decided opinion could be 
formed. 

Pamily 3.-CYCLOPTERIDJE-The Lump-fish Family. 

Genus L-Lunlpus-The Lump-fish. 

Species L-Lurnpus vulgaris-The common Lump-fish. 

This fish is characterized by the ventrals being united in a 
disc, or cup-shaped form. The body is deep and rough, with 
bony tubercles; it is soft and flaccid, resembling a lump of 
jelly. By means of its cup-shaped ventrals, it adheres so firmly 
to any solid substance, as to be removed with difficulty. 

The lump-fish varies in length from 10 to 20 inches. It is 
a native of the northern seas, being found abundantly on the 
coast o~ Greenland. The coast of New York is the most 
southern limit in which it has yet been observed. On the 
coast of l\'lassachusetts Bay, it is frequently taken, from 3lbs. 
to 151bs. weight, but there it is never used as food. Dr. Storer 
says the specimens taken there. are of a bluish slate-colour on 
all the upper part of the body, th!) under part yellowish. The 
whole appearance of this fish, he says, is very forbidding; the 
younger specimens being a soft, gelatinous mass, the older, 
much firmer, but both covered with firm, horny spines. 

This fish has been frequently noticed in the vicinity of Grand 
:iUnnan, attached to, or immediately beneath, large masses of 
floating sea-weed. Small specimens are frequently taken in 
the weirs, within the Harbour of 8t. John, which the fishermen 
throwaway as worthless. 

In the sprir.g, the lump-fish approaches the shores to deposit 
its spawn; it is then taken in considerable numbers near the 
Harbour of Halifax, the largest weighing about fi~'e pounds. 
They are taken there of two different colours; the one variety 
being .of a dark blue, approaehing to black, and the other 
quite red. Those of a red colour only, are used as food; they 
are considered good by many, although very fat, and somewhat 
oily. The dark-coloured yariety is considered very iIlferior, 
and is not eaten. 

Mr. Yarrell notices this difference in colour in the lump-fish, 
an,d also in the quality of its flesh, which he says is only the 
effect of season; the fine external colour, ,and the firmness of 
the fle,sh, being lost fOl' a time by the exhausting process of 
spawnmg. 'Vhen dark-coloured, the fishermen designate it 
the" worthless blue-lump." 

The North American lump-fish (or lump-sucker as it is 
sometimes termed) is considered icJ.entical with the like fish, 
eaught on the shores of Great Britain. It feeds principally on 
young fish, of which it devours great quantities. 
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ORDER 4.-Apodal, without ventral fins. 

Family 1.-ANGUILLIDlE-The Eel Family. 

Genus 1.-Anguilla-The Eel. 

Speeies I.-Anguilla vulgaris-The common Eel. 

The eel inhabits both fresh and salt water, and is taken in 
every situation in these Colonies which it can reach. Its colour 
is greenish olive above, yellow beneath; this colour extending; 
along the base of the anal fin, nearly to the end of the tail. It 
is caught in a variety of ways; but taking the eel with hook 
and line, is considered much too tedious and troublesome. In 
summer, it is caught in long round Indian baskets, called eel
pots; it is also taken by torch-light, with the spear. In winter 
it is taken through holes in the ice, by spearing it in the mud, 
where it then lies torpid. The places where this fishing takes 
place are generally well known, and are termed" eel-gmunds." 

It is very voracious, feeding on aquatic insects, small fishes, 
and all dead animal substances that come in its way. The 
structure of its branchial pouches enables it to live out of water 
for a long time; and as it can move along the ground, it is not 
uncommon to find the eel shifting its quarters from one creek 
or lake to another, by crawling through the grass. 

The common eel, wben in good condition, is a very excellent, 
well-flavou red fish. It varies greatly in size, being taken from 
6 inches to 2 feet or more in length. 

Dt·. DeKay says he has examined the" silver eel," so called, 
and considers it only a variety of the common eel. Its general 
colour is silvery gray, darker above, and a dear white belly 
shining like satinl 

Species 2.-Angllilla oceanica-The Sea Eel. 

Dr. DeKay gives this name to a sea· eel found on the coast 
of New York, which the writer has also noticed in the Gulf of 
Saint Lawrence. It is described as brownish on the back; 
pale on the sides; beneath, smutty white; fins tipped with 
bluish white, or pale blue. It was first observed in June 
1842, at I.ennox Island in Richmond Bay, on the north side of 
Prince Edward Island. -The Indians had there taken several 
with torch and spear, which were three feet in length. A 
specimen was also shown to the writer at Pokemouche, (north 
of the Miramichi,) in October 1849, by a Micmac Indian, who 
had split, salted, and smoked it. In that state, without the 
head, it was about the size of an ordinary smoked salmon, and 
fully as thick; it was taken in Pokemouche Gully, by torch
light, with a basse spear. 

The ~ficmacs say, that this eel is exceedingly shy, and cannot 
be induced by any means to enter an eel-pot. Those seen by 
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the writer were excessively ffl.t , the flesh very white, and 
cxceedino-Iy well flavoured. 

The s:a eel, described by Dr. DeKay, is stated to be fifty 
inches in length, and weighing nine pounds. It is probably 
found along the whole North American coast, north of New 
York. 

Genus 2.-Ammodytes. 

Species 1.-Ammodytes Americanus-The American Sand
launce. 

The usual length of this fish is from 6 to 12 inches. The 
head and body above, bluish brown, intermixed with silvery 
and light green; beneath this, the sides and abdomen are 
silvery-the whole fish has a beautifully brilliant appearance. 
It is a northern fish, but its geographical range extends as far 
south as New York. 

It is fonnd everywhere on the coasts of New Brunswick and 
Nova Scotia, chiefly on beaches, under stones. At Newfound
land, and on the coast of Labrador, the sand-Iaunce is used 
largely as bait for cod. On several parts of the coast of Great 
Britain and Ireland, this fish is readily eaten by the poorer 
classes; but as more palatable species are easily obtained in 
A merica, they are allowed to collect on the shores in large 
quantities, to be devoured by their numerous enemies; the 
cuttle-fish (sepia arctica) is said to prey upon them voraciously. 

GROUP H.-CARTILAGINOUS FISHES. 

ORDER I.-Fishes with free gills. 

Family l.-STURIONIDJE-The Sturgeon Family. 

Genus I.-Accipenser. 

Species I.-Accipenser oxyrinclms-Sharp-nosed Sturgeon. 

This fish is taken in New Brunswick and Nova Scotia from 
2 to 8 feet in length. The body is pentagonal; the skin rough; 
the head flattened above, and slightly depressed between the 
eyes. The whole upper portion of the head, bony; the head 
elongated, spatuliform, and covered with strong, bony shields, 
roughene.d above and beneath. The upper part of the body is 
of a graYlsh brown colour; inferior portion of the sides, silvery; 
beneath, white. 

This fish,ascends the River Saint John in considerable num
bers in May, and is then often taken in the Harbour of Saint 
John, of the length of six feet or more, in weirs, seines, and 



Of New Brunswick and Nova Scotia. 221 

gaspereau nets, to which last It is Vel'y destructive. In the 
summer, it basks· on the Oromocto shoals, about 70 miles from 
the sea; during very hot days, some one 0' these monsters 
may be seen, every few minutes, flinging its whole le~gth into 
the air, apparently in mere wantonness, but probably to disen
gage itself from the lamprey eel, which fastens upon its belly 
and eats into the flesh. Instances have occurred of the stur
geon having leaped into a canoe, in its efforts to disengage 
itself from several lampreys, that had fastened upon it, at the 
same time. 

This fish also basks on lin extensive sandy shoal to the 
southward of Grand Point, in the Grand Lake, about 60 miles 
from the sea. The Milicete Indians who formerly encamped 
in that vicinity, were accustomed to take sturgeon, on this 
shoal, after their own fashion. They used a harpoon of iron, 
with two barbs, both on the same side, the one about two inches 
above the other; this was attached to a wooden handle, or pole, 
of 10 or 12 feet in length. One Indian paddled the canoe, in 
that still and noiseless manner so peculiar to the aborigines of 
North America, while another Indian stood in the bow, balanc
ing the harpoon, and with it making signs to his fellow, as to 
the management and direction of the canoe. If a sturgeon 
was struck which the Indian could not lift, the wooden handle 
was slipped from the harpoon, to which, however, it still remain
ed attached, by a long thong of leather or moose skin; the 
sturgeon would then make oft' with the handle in tow, closely 
followed by the canoe; before the fish was killed, some very 
animated struggles often took place, and not uufrequently the 
canoe would be upset. Other canoes would come to the rescue; 
more Indians would be tumbled in the water, not of very great 
depth; and the scuffle and splashing made by them and the 
fish, with the wild shouts and whoops of the Indians, rendered 
the whole an interesting and somewhat exciting scene, 

The flesh of the sturgeon is like coarse beef, quite firm and 
compact, but very rank and unsavoury. The Indians cut it 
up in large pieces, and salt it for winter use; it is only eaten 
by those who can obtain no better fare. The flesh of a young 
fish is much more delicate than that of an old one; when stewed 
with rich gravy, its flavour is not unlike that of veal. 

In the north of Europe, extensive fisheries are established 
for taking sturgeon. The celebrated caviare is made of the 
roe of the female; and isinglass is obtained from the -dense 
membrane forming the air-bladder. 

The sturgeon spawns in fresh water, before leaving it in the 
autumn, to return to the sea. It is said to spend the winter in 
very deep water, quite beyond the reach of nets, and as it has 
not been known to take a hook, is quite safe from the fishermen. 
The fry of sturgeon have never been noticed in the Saint John, 
and it is supposed that so soon as they escape from the egg~, 
they descend immediately to the sea, and do not return untIl 
they come again in their turn to deposit spawn. 
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ORDER 2.-Fishes with fixed gills. 

Family l.-SQuALIDJE-The Shark Family. 

Genus 1.-Carcltarias. 

Species 1.-Carcltarias vulpes-The Thresher Shark. 

This shark is said to be common on both sides the Atlantic; 
it is known from New York northwardly, by the various popular. 
names of the "thresher," "fox shark," and "swingle tail." 
It pursues schulls of mackerel, mossbonkers, and shad, which 
it devours in great numbers. In pursuit of shad it is frequently 
taken of large size, both in Cumberland Bay and the Basin of 
I't'lines, at the head of the Bay of Fundy. It sometimes attains 
the length of 12 feet; is of a slate blue colour above; beneath, 
soiled white, marked with faint bluish spots. The first dorsal 
fin is triangular, a foot high, and nearly as long at its base; 
the second dorsal similai' in shape, but much smaller. Its 
principal organ of defence, appears to be it,s long, broad, and 
flexible tail, with which it attacks, and literally iltTesltes its 
enemies. 

This fish is a great enemy to the small whales, in the Gulf 
of Saint Lawrence. In the Bay of Chaleur, and lower part of 
the River Saint Lawrence, it is often seen attacking the whales 
which frequent those localities. In its attacks, it is most per
severing; and the whale may be often seen to spring quite out 
of the water, and make the sea foam, from the torment he 
endures. 

Genus 2.-Selacltus. 

Species 1.-Selaclms maximus-The Basking Shark. 

This huge fish usually exceeds thirty feet in length. It~ 
body is cylindrical, fusiform, of a dark slate colour, the surface 
with numerous wrinkles, covered with minute sharp prickles, 
d!stri~uted in small groups, producing a roughness in the 
directIon of the head. The teeth in the upper jaws, of various 
forms, recurved, edged, but not serrated; in the lower jaw, 
seven rows, rather larger than those above. According to Dr. 
Storer, there are fourteen hundred teeth in the lower jaw alone. 

The basking shark inhabits the northern seas, but occasion
ally visits the American coast during summer, as far south as 
Cape Cod. His large size, and habit of swimming near the 
surface, ~ith his upper jaw projecting out of the water, as he 
m~v~s WIth open mouth, iIi pursuit of his prey, has, in the 
?pmlOn of Dr. DeKay, suggested to ignorant credulity the 
Idea of some hugh aquatic monster, which has received the 
name of sea serpent! 

In August 1851.' a fish of this species was taken off Mus~ 
qua~h ~arbour? m the ~ay of Fundy, forty feet in length. 
WhIle m pursUIt of herrmgs, it became entangled in a string 
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of herring nets, and while so entangled, was killed after a long 
and severe struggle. The tail was 7 feet 9 inches in breadth. 
with a carina on each side; the head 5 feet across; the mouth 
3 feet wide, between the angles of the jaws when opened. 
The liver of this fish yielded 320 gallons of oil. 

The basking shark has obtained its popular name from its 
habit of remaining occasionally at the surface of the water, 
quite motionless, as if enjoying the influence of the sun's rays, 
whence on the coasts of Great Britain and Ireland, it has 
obtained the name of sun-fish. If deeply struck with a harpoon, 
it plunges suddenly down, and swims away with such rapidity 
and violence, as to become a very difficult capture. It is said 
to exhibit but little of the ferocious character of the sharks in 
general, and is so indifferent to the approach of a boat, as to 
suffer one even to touch its body, when listlessly sunning itself 
at the surface. 

This fish IS considered by naturalists, the largest of the 
true fishes. 

Genus 3.-Spina.;"!:. 

Species 1.-Spinax acaniltias-The Spinous Dog-fish. 

This fish is found everywh~re on the coast of North America, 
from the Delaware to Davis'· Straits. It varies in length from 
one to five feet; it is of a slate colour above, dull white beneath. 
The skin is used for various purposes, but chiefly by cabinet
makers and others for bringing up and smoothing the surface.s 
of hardwood. The livers furnish a valuable oil; the fish them
selves are often dried as food- for cattle. In Nova Scotia and 
Cape Breton, it is dried in great quantities; and in the winter 
is fed to pigs, which are said to thrive well upon it. 

The dog-fish, according to Dr. Storer, is so numerous about 
Cape Cod, that in spring and autumn, it furnishes an impor
tant fishery solely for its oil. It assembles in large schulls, 
and feeds upon the offal and garbage thrown down by the 
fishermen; it cleans the ground so perfectly, that it is called 
the true" scavenger of the sea." 

The dog-fish brings forth its young alive. In August 1849, 
at Point Miscou, in the Gulf of Saint Lawrence, the writer 
opened a female fish in a gravid state, and found the young 
perfectly formed; they were placed in the water with the sac 
attached, and appeared quite lively. 

Mr. Couch, an English naturalist, asserts of this species, 
that it bends itself into a bow lor the purpose of using its spines, 
and by a sudden motion causes them to spring asunder in 
opposite directions. So acc':lrately is this intention ~ffect~d, 
that if a finger be placed on Its head, the dog-fish WIll strike 
it, without piercing its own skin. 
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Family 2.-RAIDJE-The Ray Family. 

Genus 1.-Raia. 

Species 1.-Raia lrevis-The Skate. 

This fish is known on the North American coast, as the 
1lmooth backed skate, and is found from 2 to 4: feet in length. 
It is of square form; the body smooth, elev~ted in the centre; 
'Of a uniform livht brown coluur above; the tall long and slender, 
10nO'er than the body, with three rows of spines. 

The peculiar form of the skate adapts it admirably to exist 
near the bottom, and it may with more propriety be called a 
flat-fish, than any of the flounder family. Its mode of progres
sion is not very easily described; when the fish is not alarmed, 
it is performed with a slight undulating motion of its pectoral 
fins, something between flying and swimming. When a skate 
is making its way to seize food, or to escape from an enemy, 
great muscular exertion is evident. 

The young are produced in the latter part of spring, or 
during summer. They are deposited by the parent fish in 
thin horny cases, in form nearly 'Square; these are often found 
along the coast, and being empty,.are jocularly termed" sailors' 
purses." 

As food, the skate is held in very different degrees of esti
mation in different places. In I,ondon, large quantities are 
consumed, and the flesh is considered delicate and well flavoured; 
~ut on some parts of the English coast, although caught in 
considerable numbers, the flesh is seldom eaten, and is used 
for baiting lobster-pots. The French arc great consumers of 
skate; and its flesh is used extensively both at N ew York and 
Boston; by many it is deemed a great delicacy. After the 
fish is skinned, the fleshy part of the huge pectoral fins, which 
is beautifully white, is cut into long, thin slips, about an inch 
wide; these are rolled like ribbon, and dressed in that form. 

The skate is found everywhere on the coasts of New Bruns
w~ck and Nova Scotia, and is frequently taken of large size, 
wIth hook and line, by cod fishers. The writer, while hadd'Ock 
fishing, in June 1848, in the Basin of Annapolis, saw;two fine 
skat~ ?aught at once, each 30 inches over, which were in prime 
condItIOn. In August 1850, while pollack fishing in 26 fa
thoms wate.r off the eastern end of Campo Bell'O, near Head 
~arbour LIght House, a skate was taken 3 feet over, weigh
mg full 60lbs. It was not in good condition, having prebabIy 
spawned;. from the. difficulty in bringing it t'O the surface, for 
the skate IS exceedmgly -¥iolent when hooked it was supposed 
to be a halibut. ' 

Dr. Storer states, that skate are sometimes met with near 
Boston, ~eighing 2001bs., and in his Report, he describes a 
male speCImen sent to him from New Bedford 54 inches long 
and 36 inches wide. " 
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With, its powerful spade~like snout; the skate roots up clams, 
and crushes them between its flattened teeth, which appear to 
act upon each other like the cylinders of a rolling mill. It also 
feeds all' other fish~ for five different species, besides crustacea, 
bave been taken from the stomach of Ii. skate. 

: ,Species·2.-Raia erinaceus-The'Hedgehog Ray. 

'While the writer was at anchor 'in Whale Cove, near the 
North~rn Head of Grand Manan, in August 1850, a ray was 
caug~t~ 18 inches long and 9 inches wide, which so closely 
resembled the hedgehog ·ray described by Doctor Mitchill, that 
it is believed to be the same fish. The form was more rounded 
than that of the skate; the surface of a pale brown colour, with 
several groups of prickles arrayed in regular lines. A double 
series ran along the vertebral line, and exr,tended the whole 
length of the tail; on the sides of the tail, the prickles were 
very stiff and stout. It was caught near the shore, in less than 
two fatboms water. with a large sized trout hook, used for 
taking small pollack. When brought on deck, it rolled itself 
almost 'into a 'ball, displayed its prickles, and bore very great 
resemblance to a young hedgehog; if struck with Ii. stick, it 
lashed about its tail in all directions, and seemed bent on 
defending itself to the uttermost. One of the men belonging 
10 the vessel, after teasing it some time, threw it overboard, 
when it swam away, although it had been a long time out of 
water. 

A careful examination of this genus will probably show that 
several other species exist on the coasts of New Brunswick 
and Nova Scotia, besides those now mentioned. 

ORDER 3.-Fishes with round mouths, formed into a sucker. 

Family 1.~PETROMYZONID.£-The Lamprey Family. 

Genus 1:-Petromyzon. 

Species 1.-Pet1'omyzonAmericanus~The American Lamprey. 

The lamprey is very common in the fresh waters of the 
Lower Provinces. It ascends the Saint John in May, and 
passing into the smaller streams, gene~al1y selecting. th~se 
which have stony or gravelly bottoms, It there depOSIts Its 
spawn; among conical heaps of stones. Tlaey have been of~en 
seen in the summer, in pairs, at work together, constructll1g 
these mounds, which a~e about three feet in diameter at the 
base, and two feet high, composed of stones from the size of an 
ounce bullet to that of the fist; they often aid each other in 
caTl'ying the same stone. 

It is not known at what time the lamprey returns to the sea, 
as it always moves in the night; but there is an impression 

15 
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that it qies in the fresh water after .spawning.. Thi~ impression; 
may have arisen from the fact. tliat, dead: lampreys, are ?ft~Jl! 
seen in the streams towar,d autumn.. In ~ugust 1840, the 
writer, while trout fishing in the Nerepis, saw dead'lamtweyg. 
along that riverfElr miles.., 

Mr. J. L. Price stateS' to the wntm<, that the lamprey 
ascends the Miramichi, and all its pri,n'CipaJl tributm'ies, 'whe-re' 
numbers are frequently found dead' toward autumn. He haS' 
often observed' it, in August, evidently in a languishing condi
tion, the head and throat gl'eatly bloated, and, the whole body 
covered with a white mucoUS Secretion.. Mr, Price ,has re
marked one peCUliarity of this nsq, which distipg1ilshes ,it ,from 
all other minor fis;h--when disttlrbed at the !'l"pawning season, 
it will pursue the intruder, however formidable., with great 
spirit, even beyond the bounds of the' water;. 

The lamprey isusrrally of a bluish brow;n e-oIqur, mottled 
with dark .olive gTeen along the back ; 'beneath, a uniform. dull 
yellowish olive. The fore pad of the oody is round;· the 
posterior part flattened. Th~re are seven. large branchiaL 
apertures bac~ of each eye! passing backward in nearly a. 
straight line, the first smallest. When the lamprey is, unat
tached, the mouth is a longitudinal fissure;: but wheilatt~ched, 
it is circular, the. lip formtng a ring,. furnished with hard' horny 
teeth of a yellow colonr,. within. , '. 

This fish is believed to, dO, mudl \:I~Im.l:ge to' mill' dams built 
upon gravelly' of sandy fouudations, by working its way 
beneath the dam, through the sand and gravel, and occasi~J1irig 
leaks, which gradually undermine the dam.and eventua,lly lead 
to its destruction. ' ' . . 

LeSueur, a French naturalist, in (fescribing' a I'afnprey ii'om 
the Connecticrrt River, says the annular or ribb~d appearance 
of this fish, is owing to the muscles, which. are endowed with 
great strength, in order to enable it to burrow in the muddy 
sands of r~vers. which it penetrates in a serpenrine manner hy
mea.ns of lts snout, the larg.e lipperf.orming the functions of a 
terner. 
. The Ia!llprey .has beB~ known, to- attain the' length of' 30' 
mches, WIth a gll-th of 6 Inches. The writer has never known: 
it to be eaten in New Brunswick, but in the United States an&: 
elsewhere, it is held in high estimation by epic~~~s., . 
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LIST OF THE 'POpmUl NAMES OF .FISHES IN THIS CATAL.OGUE. 

I. The Perch Fa;mil'!!. IX. The S'almon FamiZy . 
1. rh~ American yellow PeJ:~h.' 1. The B~ook Trout.. , 
2. The Striped Basse. '2. The Great Grey' Trout. 
8. The White Perch. 3. The Salmon Trout, (White 
4. The common Pond Fish.. Sea Trout.) 

.4; The Salmon. 
II. The hard clueked Family, 5. The Smelt. 

(Sculpin;';. 6; The Capelin. 
1. The eotnm{)n Bullhead.' 7. The White Fish, (Gizzard 
2; The Greenland Bullhead. Fish .. ) 
8. 'l'he two-spined Stickleback., X~The Herring Family. 
4. The Norway Haddock. 1. The common American 

11,1. TAe Mac~e'rel1!amio/J~ . Herring. ' 
2. The Britt. 

j: The Spring Mackerel. 3. Th~ Shad. 
2. The Fall Mackerel. 4. The Alewive, or Gaspereau. 
3. The Tunny, or Albicore. 5. The l\ibssbonker. 
4. The SwordFish. 6. The Shad Herring. 

IV. The Goby Family. . XI. The Cod Fartiily. 
1. The Wolf Fish. 1. The Bank Cod. 
V. Fishes with wrists in their 2. The American Cod. 

pectoral,fins.3. The Tomcod. 
" .. ' 4. The Haddock; 

1. The ,American Angler. 5. The Hake. 

VI. 'The Wrasse or Rock Fish 6. The Silver Hake. 
. :Fo/rldly~ 7. The Pollack., ' . 

Th S· p. h C·' 8. The Torsk, or Cusk. 
1. ,e ea mc, Or uuner. 9 Th F; h W' " C k 
2. The Tautog, or Black-fish. . . e res ,ater us. 

VII. Tne Carp Family.' ,XII. The Flat-jisk Family; 
1. ,The Halibut. 

1. The commorl Sucker. 
2.· The yellow Shiner. 
3; T.he Roach, o~ Red;'fin. 
4. The Roach Dace. 

2. The common Flounder. 
3. The Sand FIQunder. 
4. The Flellk. 

5. The shining Dace, or Shiner. XIII. The Lump-fish Family. 
6.·The C1?-ub. . . ' 1. The Lump-fi!lh;; , 
7. T46 Brpoli MinJlQ\V. -&" " ,. , , 

e:The 1jtr~pedKillifi.sh. .,', ~IV. rkef:~lFa1nzl!J' 
: . .. '. ,y"I "" 1. The, common Eel. 
"VIrr. ·T!te SheciJt-jish pamily. '2. The Sea Eel." , 
1. T.h~ common Cat-fish. 3 . .The American Sand-Iaunce. . ~ \ ~. ,'. 
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XV. The Sturgeon Family. XVII. The Ray Fa"!-ily. 
1. The sharp nosed Sturgeon. 1. The Skate. 

2. The Hedge-Hog Ray. 
XVI. The Shark Family. 

1. The Thresher Shark. 
2. The Basking Shark. 
3. The Dog-fish. 

XVIII. The Lamprey Family. 
1. The Lamprey. 

In all, eighteen families, comprising forty genera., and sixty 
two species of fish. 

LIST OF WORKS CONSULTED. 

In preparing the f?regoing Catalogue, the classification ?f 
Baron Cuvier has been followed, as that generally adopted lD 

the present day·by the most eminent naturalists and men of 
science, and best understood. 

The following is a list of the various works consulted, to 
each of which the writer is under greater or less ol:>ligation :-
Regne Animal, par M. Ie Baron Cnvier; translated with sup

plementary additions to the class Fishes, by Edward Griffith, 
F.R.A., .and Lt. Col. C. Hamilton Smith. 

Histoire Natu1'elle des Poissons, par Cuvier, et Valenciennes, 
Tom. 21. 

History of British Fishes, and Supplement, by Wm. YarreH. 
Fauna Boreali Americana, or Zoology of· the northern parts 

of America, by Dr. Richardson. 
Report on the Fishes of New York, by Dr. J. E. DeKay. 
Report on the Fishes of Massachusetts, by Dr. D. H. Storer. 
Synopsis of the Fishes of North America, by Dr. D. H. St~rer. 
Observations on the Fishes of Nova Scotia and Labrador, by 

Horatio Robinson Storer-in the Boston Journal of Natural 
History for October 1850. 

Fish and Fishing in the United States, and British Provinces 
of North America, by HenryW. Herbert, (Frank Forrester.) 

The Deep Sea and Coast Fisheries of Ireland, by W. Brabazon. 
Parliamentary Reports of the Board of British }'isheries from 

1843 to 1850, inclusive. . ' 

The wr~ter earn~stly reque.sts, that this attempt to classify 
and deSCrIbe the FIshes of New Brunswick and Nova Scotia 
may be viewed with every indulg.ence, as the work of one wh~ 
does not profess to be a naturalist, but simply an occasional 
observer of nature. . . , 

M. H. PERLEY. 
Government Emigration Office, 

St. John, N. E., January, 1852. 
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( No.1.) 

Copy of Letter from M. H. Perley, Esq., Her :\fajestV's Emigration Officer, to 
the Provincial Secretarv, with first Report on the Fisheries of the Gulf 0 f 
.saint Lawrence, in March 1849. -

GOVERNMENT EMIGRATION OFFICE, 

St. John, N. B. llifarch 5, 1849 . 

. Sm,-The I nstructions of the Provincial Secretary, uated 26th October. 1846, 
with reference to certain inquiries to be prosecuted by me,in connection with the 
Survey, by Her Majesty's Gover-nlllent, of aline for a Tr~nk Railway frOID Hali· 
fax to Quebec, directed me to ascertain what encouragement the proposed Trunk: 
Line, or its Branches, would give to th" Fisheries, and the facilitie€ for prosecu
ting them in the Gulf of Saint Lawrence, and on the coast of Labrador; and I 
wa& also directed to furn-isb, some account of the description and value of the 
Sea and Ri,'er Fisheries, in the sevenl Counties which might be traversed by the 
Trunk Line of Railway, or any of its prmcil)al Branches. 

The Commissioners for the Survey of the propoRed Trunk Line having pre· 
sented their Report, and pointed out a very favourable route for the construction 
{)f this great National Railway, along the EaR tern Shores of New Brunswick, 
lJordering ou the Gulf of Saint Lawrence; and the route for a very important 
Branch or such Trunk Line, from Sh"diall to Saint John, having been surveyed 
<luring thl' past Sl'ason, I am now -enabled to submit the annexed Report on the 
FisheriER of the Gulf of Saint Lawrence. 

This Report is presented with great deference, and with the hope fhat it will bp. 
"iewed, net as ftlrniRhing fuH alld perfect illformat1on, but simply as statiug cer
tain facts which may serve as the basis for more extensive inquiry. 

oJ: have the honor te be, Sir, 
Y-ou-l' very obedient servant, 

M. H. PERLEY, 
H. M. Emigmtwn OJficer. 

The Hon. J .. hn R. Partelow. Provincial Secretary, &c. &c, &c. 

( No.2. 

Copy of Instruetions from the Provincial Secretary, to M. H. Perley, Esquire, 
relative-to the 'Fish-eries of Now Brunswiek, within the Gulf of Saint Lawrence. 

Sec:retary:s Office, F1'edericton, 3d August, 1849. 

SIR,-The Lieutlmant Govel'ner in Council, having determined upon prose· 
cuting certain inquiries, reRl'ecting the fisheries, on the Gulf shore of this Pro· 
vince; His Exceller.r.y <has been pleased to a'PPoint you to -exeeute that sen'ice, 
and to direct the followiag ~nstructions to be communicated to you, for your 
guidance therein, viz :-

1 st. To ascertain the numbers of the fishermen now eng-aged in fhe Gulf 
fisheriei:, distioO'uishing tbose who are fishermen exclusively, from those who 
"Only fish occasi~ually-or who combine fishing with agricultural pursuits; and 
also to enumerate, as near as may be, the boats and vessels in these fisheries. 

2nd. To ascertain distinctly, the present modes of conducting the several 
-fisberies for herring, cod, and mackerel, witb a description of. the. sevt'ral sorts 
-of-nets, Hnes, and other tackle employed, in order to know what lmprovements 
IIDay be advantageously introduced. ' 
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3rd. To inquire into existi1~!l' modes of ~u:ing aad packing ~he. several 
rlescriptions of. fish, with tbe VI!)W of ascertalDlIlg what defects eXIst In these 
important particulars. 

4th. To ascertain the most eligible ~tations pn' the roast, for the successful 
prosecution of the various fisherie., in order. t? the esta~lishmel1t, at such 
stations of duly qualified J n~pectors of all descrIptions of fish mtended for expor
tation . 'and al~o of persons from abroad, competent to instruct the resident 
fisher~en in the best and most improved modes of fishing, and of curing, ulld 
packing each description of ji.~h, upon whieh the value of the article so greatly 
ilepends in every market. 

5th. To inquire as to the proper season for eaeh fishery, in order to prevent 
the catch of fish at times whea they are of no real valne; also., to ascertain the 
extent to which the fisheries, in the Bay of Chaleur, are injured, as is alleged, by 
the great destruction of capelin and herring for manure, ill ordl'r, that if advisable, 
measures may he adopteil, for pre ... enting further injuFY to the herring: aud /lOci 

fisht'ries in that Bay, now said to be threatened with total annihilati€ln. 
6th. To acquire all incidental fnfol'matieR as to the Gulf Fisherie~, wbich may 

be interesting or important; and especially to ascertain tbe extent to whieh they are 
prosecuted by foreigners on the shorl!s ef New Brunswick, and whether they 
make any, and what, encroachments. 

7th. The destruoltion ef fish in rivers, and the rDjury to m·e 6almon fishery by 
mill dams, by illegal modes of fishing, and by the destruction of salmon Ollt of 
season, will f"rm an important braneh of inquiry. 

I have the honor te be, Sir, 
Y Ollr most ob",drent servant, 

111. H. PeFley, Esquire, Saint Joon. 
(Signed) J. R. PARn:J..o~ 

( No.3. ) 

Copy of Letter frOID M. H. Perley, Esq., to the Provincial Secrt'tary, with secona 
Report, on the Sea a.nd River Fishi:ries of the Gulf 0f Saint Lawrence, ill 
January 1850. 

Govern'll~e'll.t Emig'J'ation Office, 
St. John, N. B. Janua1'y 22, 1850. 

!IIlR,-In ooedience to the inRtuwtiolls contained in yO~'r let(er of 3rd August 
last, 1 proceedeil, immediately on its reeeipt, to exet"ute the dnties thert'iu desig
nated. 

A Circnlar letter, asking information as to the Fisheries of the Hulf Shore, 
was prepared and printed for distribution, a copy of which is annexed. 

I left this Cit~ on the 12th of August last, accompanied by one of my SOliS. 

and proceeded dIrectly to Miramichi, by Shediac and Richibucto. 
At Chatha}~,.J. engaged two canoes, and three Indians, and proceeded tt;> the 

ll~rt~ward, v~sltmg ev()r~ IsI.an~, River, Greek, Cove, Gully, Harbour, and 
FlshlUg StatIon. from i\1lramlChl, along tpe Coast, to Sbippagan' tbence around 
the Islands of Shippagan and i\1iscou, to Caraquet Bay, from whence I' coasted 
the southern .hore of the Bay of Chaleur, to Bathurst. I,eaving the sea.going 
canoes at Bathurst, I ~i:ei!.a li9'ht river canoe, with a resident Indian as pilot. 
and ascended the NepIslqUlt RIver to the Grand Falls, where I rested onenight. 
011 my return to B~thurst, .1 !esu:ned the sea-going canoes, and proceened nj> 
th~ BdY to DalhOUSIe, examIDlng the Coast and Fishing St;ltiona, and the· Jacquet 
RIV:er, by the way. 

From Dalhous!.e, I went by land to Athol House, at the head of ship:naviga
tion on the Reshgouche; lind on my return to Dalhousie, I proceeded, in the 
canoes,. dow\! the northern, or Gaspe, side of the Bay of ·Chaleur, sixty miles. to
~a~pe,blac. Fr~m tl;la~ place, I crossed the Bay of Chatepr, in Messrs. Le Bon
bIller s yacht, with the canoes on board, to Little Shippagan, f~qlIl whenee I D;\ade
the best of my wa, to NeYf(la!;tle, on the Mir,amichi where 1 ar,ived on tall ~th 
September. . . ,. . . ' 
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The season being. far advanced. and strong easterly gales having set in, the 
Coast south of the Miramiehi could not btl visi.ted by water, and I therefore 
proceeded lI.1of!g that CQa~t by Jand to Shediac; f .. om thence I r~turned to Saint 
John, where I aTrivecl QII the :Sth mf October. 

The distance rerkmned in the canoes was nea .. ly five hundr.ed miles' the 
whole journey was ab&llt nine hundred miles.. ' 

I have n~ the ho~r to pres.ent the accompanyiug Report, as the re.tIlt of 
the information ·o'btamed on thIS tQur ·of duty, with such obher unform.ation., i~ 
!l'elaticm to the ~ul?ject, as is interesting or important. 

I crave lea .. e to refer t~ my Report 01\ the Fisherie~ oftfie G{]lfofSaiut Law
Tenet', presented to the House of AS8embly on tfie 8th March .Ia"t, which I beg 
may he taken as .part 01 the present Repnrt, iu wder h;) its being more clearly 
understood. 

it ollly remains fDr Ine to .add, t'hat my~eIr ani! my son ""ere everywhere recei
'ved with the greatest kindness aed attention, and "c"ery faeiNty a.tfurded us for 
.-obtaining in/Orn:la,tion~ ·and J .hould be exreedingly ungrateflil, if.! did not p.uh
Aiely ac.knowledge the ("Xce.eding hospitality exteooeil t<o us, .at oC\;ery place 
·throu.ghDut ·our .eutire JOD.rney. 

. I ha'Ve the honor to he, Sir, 

Your very obedient ."",'ant, 

The Heno,rable J:<Jlm R:Partelow, Pro¥incia:! Secretary. 
11<1. H. PERLE¥. 

(No.4. ) 
Copy iOf Cireu\ar all1cing information as to th~ Gulf'Fi~'heries., 'llUm>X<Cd ie the 

fDregoiug Lptt.er. 

Government Emigmtli:on Ojfif'e., 
Saint J<Jlm, N. B., Wilt A!!!JU8t, 'IU9. 

Mr. M. H. Fer'ley.11avingbeen appointed by His 'Excellency the Lieutenant 
Governor, in Council, to pro~ecute certain in-quiriesrespecting the Fisheries {In 

~he Gulf Shore of this Pr()<vinre, i<; desin>us of -Obtaining informatitm on the 
following pointll, ,to wbid:lamong others; his attentwll 'has been specially 
.:lireeted·;-

1. As to tbe present modes of .con(lucting tbe :fiSheries for 'herring, 'Cod, and. 
'Dlackerel-with a <lescription of the nets, lines, and other tackle now employed, 
in orde-r to know if any, aud what, improvements may be ffitro:<\>uoed. 

2. As tD the modes now in 'Use, .of euring and packing !'he several desG'Tiption£ 
-of 'fish, with the view of .aseertaining if any, ana wbat, defects exist in these 
important partk'lllars. 

'3. As to the 'prDper season for ea~h fishery; and ·whetb-er 'fish 'll:re n6w ,eaug'ht 
oat times when tbey are Df no real ,"alue. 

4. A s to tbe extent to whidb the fisheries in tbe Bay of Chaleur are injured, 
as is alleged, by the talking Dr herring and e.apel4n for manl1re. 

.5. A£ to the exten;¢ to which the lfisheries, of the (i·ulf Shore ,of the Provinre' 
.are proseouted by forcigne'rs, arul whether they make any, aod what, encroach· 
ment,;. 

6. As to tbe ·destruction of fish in rivers, by illegal modes of fishing-a£ to 
"various sorts of'fish., (especially salmon) being pr.eveuted aBCending to the usual 
·spawni~g gro-und£, by mill dams, or other D?"trnctions-:-and as. te their b~ing 
-caught.oot of seaS@Il, alld when spawning-wIth the best mformahon that can ,be 
procured, as te t·he.decrease.qf the ,fisheries. in each of the ri\'er-s Howing intG the 
Gulf, or Bay of Chaleur, from these, or ~tber causes. . 

Mr. Perley respectrnlly requests all persons who feel au interest in the fish· 
.eries oftlle Gul~ to furnish him with 'whaterer info,wation they possess, with 
:I'!!f!!rence to the f.aregDing in~uiries, or wbich ma! be iDtere~ti~g, or !mportant, 
as regards the fisheroes generally. Any observlltJOn as to e:ustmg. nUIsances, or 
4lbstructions, to the sea @r river llshe~i~alld tlle means of rellledywg Ol' remo,",
ing them, wm be gladly re.eeived. 
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As it is extemely desirable that the me st· full and accurate information shonid 
be obtained io order that measures of real utility may be ad'opted to advanee the' 
fisheries, it is bQped that aU residents on the Gulf shore, and within the Bay of 
Chaleur, will cheerfully aid in a work eah:uIared to< aavance the general pros-· 
perity. 

It is Mr. Perlev's intention to visit persoulilly every par,t of the coast lnpn~ 
tioned, and collec"t information on tbe ~pot; but all commllni.cations to him on 
the sllbject, nntil 20th September. Ulay be addressed to the care of Edward. 
Wilfiston, E~quire, Newcastle, Nliramicbi; and after that date,.tu the Govero
ment Emigration Office, Saint John. 

( No.5. ) 

The Pet.itioll ofthe SettIersat, MiSCOli'. 

To Sir Edmrcnd Head. Bim:met, Lieutenant' GOI'ernor andCommanaerin Chif,F 
fi/the Province of }\"ew Brunswick, /'fe. /'fe. ~c. 

Th,e Petiti"" of George Sevret, aDd othero, 00 behalf of the' Settlers at moron, 

Humbly Sheweth-
That your PetitioJlers are BrHisli subjects resiilent on ~I iseou; that they

have all' large famiTies, and support th&mseh-es by fishing and farming;. that 
they Ilave made SID all hOdses. in which they reside, and' they pray, tEat they may 
have grants o~ Ii<-ence. of Occu;)8tion for the land they occupy. and privilege of' 
the beaches iu front of their lots. These fe'" years back, the vaC'ant marshes. 
and beaches were sold at auction for a few sMiling><, and the buyer charged a. 
poor tisberman Ilh. per tOll' for marsh hay, and' 58. per ten'lOl' beach, gras., 
standing; the beach grass is hardly worth mowing on account of the saneT illl, 
or about it. 

And' as in dllty oOl1nd will eye.r pray. 

George Serret. 
.lis. 

Peter K. Se.vret" 
marii 

hi. 
William K Ward,. 

mark 
his· 

Ri.chard ~ Pia",. 
mark 

J'Osepn Ward, 
bi~ 

John l>< Burns" rna." 
his 

J.ames l>< Wari!" 
mark 

( No.6. ) 

hi. 
Michael K W ard~ 

mark 
his 

Peterl>< DUPl!it" 
mark 

John Vibert, 
Pierre Bezea1.l, 
George Brown, 
Francis Bezeau. 
Chrvs()stom Che.eall, 
lames Ward, Jr. 

I 

I"~ b$' 
~ '<' 
10 I", 
>-: I", 
I:; 
J~ 

Copy of Letter from JoP.ll Doran, Esquire, J. P., of Ship~agall, reSBcctlng tlie
Sea Fisheries. 

S 
Shippaga'll, 22d August, 10849. 

1R -I haVll had "'reat t' f: t'" . . ~ " "sa 1'8 ac Ion In peruSlIlg your Circu-Iar I,ettet' asking 
m ~ri:hon as to the ,fisheries in this District. 81ld within the Ba-yof Chalenr .. 
an eg to commulJIcate to you- the following observati{}\ls :_ 

fn reply to· your lirst inqui I· t h ' 
ltv h - ry, can sate, t at herrlll"" mackerel' and cod. 

are genera a tlnoant both on the If h d' h ", • '" 
lears past, the- herrin 'fisher . . gu .s ore an WIt itt the Bay, l'or some 
;'hich was attributed ~ th y, ~ }he ~prlng, has not eeE.>1l so good as formerly, 
the fish are not aHo caO 

th ~ wan 0 s.ome regulations when tbe heHing calI)e in; 
are disturhed whil W e.I1' proger hme for spawning. When fish, of any kind~ 

e ~pawnlllg, t ey generally leave ~be ground, and seek som~, 
"( 
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other spot where they ean find rest. The present year, the herring c~me in 
great adu?dance, and remained on the different spawning grounds nearly three 
weeb, whIch was unprecedented; hail there been a market for them, they could 
have been turned to good account. 

The cod fishing could he made a source of wealth, as in my opinion, it is 
inexhaustible; there is no danger of taking too many fish·. Formerly, the cod 
were principally taken in the early part 01 the summer, when the capelin strock 
in; but of late years, the capelin have not appeared on these shores, which is 
attributed to their being seined, and used for manure. 1 f capitalists would turn 
their attention to the cod fishing ou this coast, they would find it a safl' and profi. 
table inve,tment. This year, the catch has been abundant, owing to the larae 
quantities of mackerel in the Gnlf, so that the fishermen had an abundal~e 
of hait. ' 

The house of Charles Rubin & Co. have brought the cod fishing to the height 
of perfection; by their care, industry, and jodicious management. the partners 
have made princely fortunes. The principals of all the fishing establishments 
in the Bay of Chaleur, have l)een trained at their school; they have all done 
well, and are making money. Some of our youths, of respectability and educa
tion, ~hould be sent to the~e establishments, to be trained. ~o as to be titted to 
take charge of similar estahlishments. A t the .1 ersey establishments, the young 
lDen are trained both to the shore ~nd to the sea; they remain on .hore at the 
"rooms" during the ~ummer, and in the winter, they go in the vessel" with 
the fish, to the lVlediterraneall, alld become acquainted witb the Spani.h anil 
Italian markets. Whell out of their time, they can take their choice, either to 
remain on shore, or go as ma,ter of one of the vessels. This sort of training is 
the first ste? towards establishing a fishing statinn. 

In the next place, the station lLust be proyided with a sufficient number of 
go.od boats, alld a complete outfit of eyerything required for the fishery j nothing 
should b" out of order. or wantif!g, or else tben' will be disappointment, and 
los. will ensue. A good take of fish is the next thin:;, as regards the profits; 
but the heading, spliting, salting, and curing, are all essential malter", to which 
great attention must be paid, as also to the "tate oftbe weather. \Vhen there 
are several hundred quintals on hand, a large number of persons must be 
employed, and this must be done with great regard to economy. Care must be 
taken that the work goes on in a regular and uniform manner, at the slDall~st 
outlay for wages j and that the fish arc not wasted, or "0 carelessly managed, 
or handled, as to become (lnly second quality, instead of merchantable. The 
profits consist in making the fish all of the first quality, which are worth 168. 
per quintal, when the second quality are only worth from 8s. to lOs. per quintul. 
A t this time, the second quality of cod (Ian scarcely find a market anywhere, 
while the first quality are worth 155. sterling per quintal in the Spanish markets. 
I believe no improvement eould be made on l\lessrs. Rohin's mode of conduct· 
ing the cod fishery. . 

Our fishing boats are all whale built, from 23 to 26 feet keel; tbey have two 
masts, and now, generally earry a jib. At each fishing establishment it i~ 
necessary to have a sufficient supply oflarge and small cordage, blocks, anchors, 
grapuels. hooks, nets, lines of all lengths, kinds and sizl's, always on hand j and 
also provisions, such as best mess pork, flour, bread, corn meal, oatmeal, peas, 
rice, sugar, and. molasses,-together with manufactured ~oods of all kinds, 
ready made clothing; and last, not least, a stock of salt sufficiently large lor 
anv emergency. 

if a partnership, or Mmpany, should be formed for prosecuting the cod fishery. 
they ought to own several first class vesse1s, from 100 to 120 tons burthen. It 
must be understood, that in this fishery, a "mall busiuess will not answer. The 
sea around us is a mille of wealth, cut from want of enterprise and capital, we 
are just wasting our lifetime in useless drudge~. If the l:od fishery could be 
established here, upon a large scale, it would open out all the agricultural 
resources of this part of the Province. for the farmers and fishermen agre.e well. 
and assist each other. When a farmer on the coast can fit out a boat hImself. 
and find a ready market for his fish, he can carryon the fishing between seed' 
time and harvest and soon become independent. He. can compost to any extent, 
as you will have 'observed, by decomposing the cods' heads and other offal with, 
lime, or plaister of Parts; and tbis manure is as good as the best guano, a~ 
will produce equally good crops. 
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Of the mackerel fishery we know nothing at all. A II the mackerel taken are 
nsed for bait, and such ill the carelessness of our fish~rmen, t~at they scarc~ly: salt 
a barrel to each boat, (or their own llse. AlI ~he mformatlOn I.have, Is·from 
hearsay j but as far as I can learn, the ~merICans must find. It a profit~hle 
bu~iDess. We want our youths instructed.m th~ mode of c~tchmg,and C?r\ng, 
aud then this business mig·nt be brought mto rIght oper·atiOn. .1 here IS one 
tbing certaiu-ifit pays the Americans, it ought to pay us, who hd'Ve the fish at 
our own doors. 

As soon as the fleet of A merican fishing vessels arrive, they begin to draw the 
shoal~ of mackerel around them, and then, our own fishermen cannot get any 
for bait. This year, four American vessels have .~sh~d off Grand Alice j as 
soon as they had haited the fish, and commenced JIgging them, our fishermen 
('oul,l not get a ruaekerel, but were obligee to wait lor bait, until the Americans 
had filled their vessels. 

As to your fourth inquiry. I think that a law should be enacted to prevent all 
persons from using any kind of fish for manure. 

1 must not omit to mention the cod oil, which pays well; on an a~erage, it 
adds about eighteen pence per quintal to the value of th" fish, which will overpay 
the salt. Your ohedient servant, 

JOHN DORAN. 
111. H. Perley, Esquire. 

No.7. ) 
Rules and Orders respecting the Salmon Fishery, in the County of Gloucester. 

GWOC";STER, ss.-July Sessions, 1848. 

A t a General Sessions of the Peace, held at the COUtt House in Bathurst, in 
the said County, all the first Tuesday in July, in the twelfth year of the Reign 
of Queeu Victoria, and in the year of our Lord one thousand 'eight huudred 
and forty eight,-

Tt was Ordered, Tbat from and after the end of the present Ses.ions, all rules 
and orders heretofore, at any time, made by the Court of General Sessions of 
the Peace of thi, Connty, for the regulation of the salmon fisheries within the 
same, he can('elled and rescinded; and that, thenceforth, the following rules and 
orders be deemed and taken to be the rules and orders regulating the salmon 
fisheries in the said County; saving nevertheless, all penalties already incurred: 

Ordered, That the salmon fishery, with nets, shall terminate on the first day 
of Angust in each year; and that iJO nets shall, on any pretence, be allowed to 
re[l)ain set after that time, unJer the peualty of fi"e pounds each day. 

Second.-Ordered, That no net scall be set or used for the catch of salmou 
witbin the harbour of Bathurst, on any middle ground, or flat. or in any chanuel 
between Mr. Read's Mills and the Points, or between Mr. Cunard's wharf and 
the Points, or in part of the Tatagouche or Middle Rivers; liar shall any net 
be set or used in any part of the Big N episiquit Ri~r, above John Swanton 
Bateman', brook, nnder a penalty not to exceed five pounds per day. 

Third.-Ordered. That all nets shall be set from the shores or banks of the 
Raid river, and that no net shall be set on, or from. any middl~ "round, under 
the like penalty. . 0 

. F?urth.-Ordered, rhat nets set iu the Big Nepisiquit River" on either sille, 
wltllln three hundred yards, up stream, of the southern extremity of the middle 
gr?und, shall extend no further into the rh'er, than a distance equal to one 
th:rd t.he breadth .of the northern or southern channel, according to the side of 
saId river au whICh the said net may be set; and that no net shall extend 
larthe~ into the said river, than one third the breadth of the channel, into which 
the saId net may be set, under the like penalty. 

Firth.-Ordered, That no salmon net shall be used of Ie.s than five and a 
half Inches mesh, under the ljke penalty. 

Sixth.-Ordered, That all salmon nets shall have the' name of tbe owner 
legibly marked, branded, or scribed on three or four pieces of wood or metal 
atta.ched to the. same, and that snch marks' sha:ll be; greserved, On' the said net 
dnrmg the fishing season, under a penaity of two pounds per day. 
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Eig~t~.-Ordered, That before any net spall he set, the owner or owner~, 
person or persons interested in the same, shall cause a memorandum, setting 
fortl~ -the name of the party interested, and the length of such net, with the 
parhcular location, wJ;!ere .the same is intended to be nsed, to be filed in the 
(lffict! of tbe Clerk of the Peace; and that the said Clerk shall therenpon 
forth)Vith notify tbe Overseers of the Fisherie~, or some of them, of tbe fact of 
~ur.h net having been registereJ, for the guidance of ~uch overseer' and that 
any net set before. such registry, shall be deemed and taken to be m'egally set, 
and shall subject the owner to a penalty of two pounds per day, for every day 
snch net shall have been so set. 

Ninth.-Ordered, That all net pickets shall be removed from the river by the 
sixth day of A ugust in each year, under a penalty. against the proprietor of the 
net, for the use of which such pickets had been driven, of two pounds per day. 

And whereaR great injury tt. the fisheries hath beell perpetrated by the prac
tice of spearing salmon in, or in the neighbourhood of, their spawning places; 

Tenth.-Ordered, That no salmon shall be speared in any part of the Middle 
River, or the Tatagouche River, or in the Big N episiquit River, above the title 
way, or ih any of its bran~hes, under a penalty of one pound for each· fish so 
~peared; and if any person shall, directly or indirectly, buy, purchase, or barter 
for, or have in hi,S or their possession, any salmon, so unlawfully spt'ared, he or 
she ~hall be liabl*, to a fine 01 one pound for each fisb, one half to the informer 
and the other half to the poor of the Parish; and all such fish shall be liable to 
be seized, confiscated, and sold by the Ov.erseers ·of the Fisherie~, and the pro
reeu. appropriated in the same manner, as nets unlawfully set may be seized and 
solil as hereinafter mentioned. 

Elevcnth.-Ordered, That if any net or nets shall be found set. or in t.he act 
of being used, contr'try to these regulations, or any of them, it shall be the duty 
of the Overseers of the Fisheries, or any of them, forthwith to seize, take, aud 
carry away the same, and deposit it in a place of safety, and if such net be not 
claimed by the owner or party interested, and the penalty incurred paid within 
fiVe:! days after such seizure, the same shall be publicly advertised for sale, and 
sold after three days, by public auction, and the proceeds, after deducting the 
costs and charges of seizing, keeping, and sale, shall be appropriated, one half 
to the Overseers of the Poor of the Parish, for the use of the poor, and the 
otber half to the Overseers of the Fisheries who may have seized and sold the 
said net. 

Tweltth.-Ordere::l, That these Rules and Orders shall be in addition to all 
the provisions of the Act.s of the General Assembly now in force, regulating 
Salmon Fisheries in the County of Gloucester, ana all and every penalty hereiu 
and hereby impo~ed, shall and may be recovered he fore any Justice 01 tbe 
Peace of the said County, on the oath of One or more credible witness or wit
Il4lsses; and in default of payment of the said penalty, with costs, such Justice 
of the Peace .hall commit the offender to close confinement in the common gaol, 
for Fuch space of time, not eX<lt'eding twenty days, as he may see fit, according 
to the allthority of the Act of the General Assembly in such case made and 
provided. 

Thirteenth.-Orilerpd, That the Clerk of the Peace shall cause these Rules 
and Orders to b~ forthwith published, and shall procure one hutidred copies of the 
same, to be printed, together with such extracts from the Acts of the General 
Assembly, regulating Fisheries in the Countv of GlOllcester. a~ may be .necessary 
for the guidance of the Overseers of the Fisheries, and the mformatlOll of the 
public. 

By order of the Conrt. • WILLIAM END, 

Cle1'k o/the Peace and Sessions. 

By the second Section of the Ac.t 3 W:' 4, cap. '27, it ~s enacted, That any 
person who shall set any Det or other deVICe across any River, Cove, or ?reek, 
ill the County of Gloucester, to injur.e the natur~l c.ourse of' the Salmon III any 
place where they usually go, shall, pn due conncllOn, on the oath of one or 
more witness or witnesses before two Justices, forfeit and pay the ~um of ten 
pound~ for the first offence, twenty pounds for the second offence, and fifty 
pouuds for t:he third and every subsequent otl'ence. 
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The third Section of the ~am~ Act, imposes a penalty of h-n ponnds for using 
a drift net, with forty days ImprIsonment. . . . 

The tenth Section of the same Act, reqU1re~ the Ov('rseers of the FIsherIes, 
'mmediately on the commeDcemen~ of the fishing season, as often as they or 
~ny of them shall deem necessary, or upon information giveu, to examine the 
Rivers Coves and Creeks, and if the Law, or the Rules and Orders made in 
obedie~ce to it is found to be in any wise contra\'ened, to take immediate mea· 
sures for pre\'e~ting the same and prosecuting the oftimder. 

The eleventh Section, imposes a fine of ten pound§ on the Overseer of the 
FisherieR, for every neglect of duty. 

The thirteenth Section empowers the Justi('('s to compensate the OverReers, 
for their services, out of the pro('.eeds of penalties and forfeitures, or from thtl 
Couuty Treasury. 

No.8. 

COUNTY OF BONAVBKTUR~. 

,M~unicipality, Second Division. 

At the second quarterly meeting of the Mnnicipal Council, Secoud Division 
1\IutJieipality, County of Bonaventure, held on Monday, March 13, 1848, at 
New Hichmond, within the said Munidpality, 

A majority of the Couucillors being present, and after a number of Resolu
tions were gone through, the following rules and regulations were unanimously 
agreed upon and passed :- • 

1 st. That each Circus Company, showman, or exhibitor of wild beasts, coming 
into this l\Iunicipality, shall pay to the Secretary Treasurer, for the use of the 
Municipality, the duty of five pounds, under th" penalty mentioned in the Act 
1 0 and 11 Vic. cap. 7, on contravention thereof. 

2nd. That each and every wholesale and retail trader, within this M unici· 
pality, shall take out a licence for keeping his or her store or shop, for the sale 
of any goods (excepting spirituous liquors) and shall pay the same to the 
Seeretary Treasurer, for the use of the 1\1 unicipality, at the prices fixed by thi. 
Council. 

3rd. That tavern keepers, and all other person or pt'rsons within this M unici· 
pality, selling and dealing in spirituous liquors, shall take out licence for the 
sale of the same, at the ra\es fixed by this Coundl; and that no trader, ta"ern 
keeper, or person or persons, shall sell or trade within this M unir.ipality, with
Otlt such licence, under the penalty mentioned in the Act above dted. 

4th. That all licences will commence and be renewed on the first day of 
April, in each aud every year, and that all persons are hereby required to take 
out the same, before tbe first day of April next. .. 

5~1~. That each, and every person or persons, so taking out licence, shall in 
~ddltlOn to the~prl~es fixed for the same, pay a fee of five shillings for each 
hcence to the ;:,ecretary T:easurer, who upon receiving the amount of licence 
n;-0ney and fee, shall dehver to the party paying the Slme, his or her licence, 
sIgned by the Mayor, and countersigned by tbe said Secretary Treasurer . 

. 6t? That each and every ferrym~n within this Municipality, shall take oot 
hIS hcellc~ before the first day of A prll next, and in addition to the prices fixed 
for such hc~nce, shall pay to the Secretary Treasurer, the sum of five shillings, 
and s~all ,glve !?,ood. and suf!1cient security, that the rule~ and regulatious, made 
by thIS ?o~ncll: Will b,: faIthfully complied with. No person shall act as fer
ryman wlthm thiS MUOlClpality wi~out licence, under the penalty of the law. 

7tb. !hat so much of a bye.law, passed by the late !VIunieipal Council of the 
Town.shlp of Maria, ou th~ 19t~ July, 1845; for the preservation of the salmon 
fish~!les, on the Cascapedl8.c RIver, and aloug the shore of the said Township of 
:'vIana, an~ other local fisherIes, shall be applicable to, and extend to tbe Township 
o~ JIl. ew ~Ichmoud, Carleton, and Nouvelle and also to the River Restig' oache 
wlthm thiS Mun" J't 'th th '11'· , wlpa I y, WI e 10 <1Wing amendment, viz :-That no person 
:~all set any salmon net on the Restigou"he Ri.ver, below the islands, above 

e length of one hundred and fifty fathoms, bar net; that from the foot of the 
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i81ands upwards, on each particular, branch of the River Restigouche, within 
this Municipality-one third of the deepest water to be left open. No drifting 
for salmon allowed. 

8th. That the Secretary Treasurer do furnish the reepedh'e O\'erseers of 
fisheries with a copy of the said bye-laws and amendment. 

9th. That the Secretary Treasurer do cause the foregoing rules and regula" 
tions to be published in the Gaspe Gazette. 

March 31, 1848. 

JOSEPH MEAGHKR, Mayor. 
WM. HARVI'.Y, Secy. T1 oeasUj'e1'. 

( No.9. ) 

StatemE'nt of the tonnage and men emploYE'd in the Bank or Cod Fishery of the 
United States, the product of the same, and the amount of allowances paid to 
the owners of vessels engaged in the fisheries, during the year ending 30th 
June, 1848:-

Number, Tonnage, Men. Boys. 
Vessels, 1.597 86,069 8,495 484 

Codfish, cw!. 558,640 value $1,566,919 
Fish Oil, gallons, 165,210 " 73,654 
Tongues and Sounds, barrE'ls, 607 " 3,370 
Halibut, Hake, and Pollack, cwt. 44,93~ " 99,491 

To~al, $1,743,434 

Amount of allowances paid, $243,432, 

T1'easury Department, Washington, 
30th October, 1849, 

ALI,EN A, HALl" 

( No. 10. ) 

Statement of the quantity of PicklE'd Fish exported from the United States, 
the bounty paid on exportation, and the amount 01 allowances paid to the 
owners of vessels, employed in the Bank or Cod Fishery, from 1843 to 1848, 
iDclusive :....:.. 

PICK[,ED FISH EXPORTED. 

YEARS. I Rate I Allowances to I Total bounty 
Barrels. 

per barrel. 
Bounty. Fishing Vessels, and allowances. 

1843 17,575 2U cents, $3,51.5 $16!J.932 $173.247 
1844 33,318 " 6,663 249,074 255,737 
1845 20,871 " 4,174 289,840 294,014 
1846 27,703 " 5,541 274.942 280,483 
1847 32,441 " 6,488 276,429 282,917 
1848 29,915 o 2t cents. 748 243,432 244,180 

Treasury Depa1:tment, Washington, 
o October 30, 1849. 

ALI.EN A. HALL. 
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( No. 11. ) 

No. 11, 12 

f h t't and value of foreign caught fish, 'imported in'to the 
Exhibit 0 t e quan 1 y d IS4S' d 

United States, during the years I~29, 1832, I83S, 184~, ~~ than. t;e 
amount of Duty wbich accrued on the same, at the rates eVle a cae perlO : 

. 1 T'" F"'·I ,,,m 1 
No. ] Cwt./Duties. Brls.IDuties.· 

MACKllREU'IAJ"L01HER FISH. 

BrI •. , Duties. Bri.. I Duties. 
Total 1 Total 

Duties. value. 

1 1829 462 $462 999 $1,998 95 $143 122 . $122 $2,725 $15;896 
2 1832 1,359 1,3592.104 4,208 32 48 264 264 5,879 28,584 
3 183S 2,015 2,015 3,790 7.58U 182 273 3,521 3,521 13,389 93,272 
4 1843 18S 1882,646 5,280 12,733 19,100 1,391 1,391 25,959 91,613 
5 184851,826 25,5607,630 16,189 122,594 107,026 23,344 14,355 163,130 815,645 

No, 1, Under the Tariff of IS16, Dried Fish paid $1.00 per.cwt. 
,," " " "Salmon," 2.00 per barrel. 
,,~' " " 1832, Mackerel," 1.50 " 3, , 
"4, " " lS42, all 6ther, " 1.00 " 

5, " " 1846, all Fish, 20 per cent. ad-valol·em. 

Tleaslwy Department, Washington, 30th Octobel'> 1849. 
ALLEN A. HALl", 

( No. 12. ) 

Extract from the Convention between His Britannic Majegty and the United 
Sta{es of America, signed at London, 20th October, lS18. 

Art. 1. Whereas differeJl,ces .have arisen respecting the liberty claimed by 
the United States for the inhabitants thereof, to take, dry, and cure fish, on 
certain coasts, bays, harbours and creeks, of His Britannic Majesty's Dominions 
in America, it is agreed between the high contracting parties, that the inhabi
tants of the said United States sball have, for ev~, in common with the subjects 
of His Britannic Majesty, the liberty to take fish of every kind, on that part of 
the southern coast of Newfoundland, which extends from Cape Ray to the 
Rameau Isl:mds; on the western and northern coast of Newfoundland, from the 
Eaid Cape Ray to the Quirpon Islands; on the shores of the Magdalen Islands; 
from Mount J oly, on the southern coast of Labrador, to and through the Straits 
of Bellisle, and thence northwardly, indefinitely, along the coast, without prejn~ 
dice, however, to any of the exclusive rights of the Hudson Bay Compauy: And 
that the American fishermen shall also have liberty, for ever, to dry and cure 
fish in any of the nnsettled bays, harbours, and creeks of the southern part of 
N ewfounilland, hereabove described, aud of the coast of Labrador; but so soon 
as the same, or any portion thereof, shall be settled; it shall not be lawful for the 
said fishermen to dry or cure fish at such pprtion so settled, withpnt previous 
agreement for such purpose with the inhabit~nts" proprietors, or possessors of 
the ground: And the United States hereby renounce, for t'v-er,· any liberty 
heretofore enjoyed or claimed by the inhabitants thereof, to take, ·.dry, or cnre 
fish, in. or within, three marine lI\iles of any of the c~ast~, bays, creeks, or 
harbours of His Britannic Majesty's Dominions in Am~~ica, not included 
within the above mentioned limits; pro'Vided however, that the Am:erican fisher
men shall b.e .anmitted to enter sllch bay!! or harbours" for'the pnrpose .of shelter, 
and ofrepamng damages therei~, of pnrchasing'wobil, and of obtaining water, 
and for no other purpose whatever: But they shall bt' under such restrictions as 
may be necessary to prevent their taking, 'drying, or curing:fishtberein, or in 
any manner whatsoever abusing tht' privileges hereby reserved to them. 
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:Opinion of the Queen's AdvocldeGeileral, and H'er l\Tajesty'sAttorney General 
, 'of England, upon a' case su omitted by the Assllllibly of Nova Scotia, as to 

the construction of'the Convention of 1818, relath:e to the fisheries ;_ 

, ,DOr:fo1'S' Commons, 3Qth August, 1841. 
Mv LORD,-:--We, are honored with your Lordship's, commapds, signified in 

Mr. Backhonse's letter of the 26th March, stating that he was directed to trans
mit to us the accompanying letter from the Colonial Office, encloSing the copy 
of a :V,espa;tch ftOni, the Lientenant Governor of Nova Scotia, enclosing an 
Ad~~ess to Her M ~J'esty' from the House of Asse-moly of that Province, com~ 
plalnIllg ,{)f the oontmued I"ncroachments of Amerfcan fishermen on the fishing 
gro?nds of Nova Scotia, arid' the adjoin.ing 'Colonies, and praying that Her 
MaJ,estr ,would est~olis~, oy an Order in Council, general regulations for the 
pr!)techon of the FIsherIes, according to the code annexed to the Address. 

1\I.r. Ba~khouse is ·pleased to request that we would take these papers into 
co~sld~rahon, and repClrtto your Lordship our,opinioll, whether there is any
~~mg lD the proposed' regulations which would be iuconsistent with the stipula
bons of the Gonvention of the 20th October, 1818, betwl"en Great Britain and 
the United States of America.' 

Weare also honored with Mr. Backhouse's letter of the 19th A pril, stati~g 
that he was directed to transmit to us a further letter from the Colonial Office 
dated the 16th instant, enclClsing the copy of a Despatcb from the Lieutenant 
Governor ,of Nova Scotia, cO'Vering a copy of an Address from the Legishitive 
Council of that Province, objecting to one of the above mentioned regulations 
proposed oy the House of Assembly in tbe Session of 1848, aud to request that 
we would take these matters into consideration, in addition to those referred to 
in his' letter of the 26th March last, and that we would report to your Lordship, 
at our earliest convenience, our opiniou thereon. . ' 

Weare also honored with Mr. Backhouse's letter of the' 8th June, stating 
that he was directed to transmit to us the accompanying letter from the Colonial 
Offit~e, together with the copy of a Despatch from the Lieutenant Governor of 
Nova Scotia, enclosing 'a copy of a Report 01 the House of ,Assembly, on the 
subject of the Fisheries of that Province, and also enclosing a,case for opinion, 
as to what rights have b~en ceded to the citizens of the United States of 
America, and as to what rights have been exclusively res~rved to Her Majesty's 
subjects, and to reqnest that we would take the papers into, consideration, and 
rpport to your Lordship our opiuion on the several questions stated in the case 
above mentioned. 

Weare also honored with Mr. Backhouse's letter of the 5th ult, stating 
"that he was directed to transmit to us a correspondence; as marked in tlle mar
"gin, which has passed between the Foreign Office and M r, Stevenson, the 
American Minister at this Court, and the Colonial l)epartment, on the subject 
of a remonstrance addressed by M r, Stevenson, against the proceedings of the 
authoritie~ in No\'a Scotia, towards American fishing, vessels, encroaching on 
the fish~ries of that coast~ 'ani! to reqnest that we would take these papers into 
consideration, and to report to your Lordship our opinion thereupon. 

1st Query~ln obedience to your Lordship'S commands, we have taken.t~ese 
papers into cODsideration, aud have the honor to report that we are of opmlOn, 
that the Treaty ofl783 was annulled by the,war ofl812 ; and we are also of opinion 
that the rights of fishery, of the .citizens of the U.nited States, must ~ow be 
considered as defiued and regulated by the ConventIOn of 1818; and wlth res
pect to the general question, " if so, what right," we can'only ref;r to th; tern;'s 
of tbe 'CoDvention, as explaiued and elucidated by the observatIOns whICh wllI 
occur in answering the other specific queries. 

2nd and 3rd Query-Except within certain defined limits, to which the q~ery 
put to us does not apply, we a~e of opinion, ,that by the ~erms, o~ the COnVe?tIOn, 
American citizens are ~xcluded from any rIght 0,' fishl~g wlthm tbree m~les ?f 
the coast of British America, and that the prescrlbed dl€lance of three mIles IS 
to be measured from the headlands, 'or extreme points of land next the sea, or 
the coast, or of the entrance 01 bays, or indents of the coast, and consequently, 
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h 
'ht X'lst. on the part of American citizens, to enter the bays of 

t at no rIg e , ' b h' b' 'tb' th b 
N S t· II,ere to take 1hh although t e fis mg emg WI m e ay, may 

ova co la, '. h 'f th b 
b ter distanc,e than three mIles from the sore 0 e ay, a8 we are 

e at a grea . , T t th t 
f 

., tbat the term "head land" 18 used 10 the reaty 0 express e par 
o opwIOn . d' h' t' f th b d of the land we have before mentioned, mclu IDg t e ID erlOrs 0 e. ays, an 
the indents of the coast. 

4th Query-By the Convention of 1818. it is~ ~greed that America? c~tizenl 
should havp. the,liberty of fishing in .the G~l~ of ~alI~t Lawrence, and wIthlD C;1-
tain defined limits, in commou w~t? BrItIsh, subJects; a!ld such ConventIOn 
does not contain any words negatIvmg the rIght to navIgate the Passage or 
Strait of Canso and therefore it may be conceded, that such right of navigation 
is not taken aw~y bY,that Convelltion : but we have now at~entiyely cousider.ed 
the course of navigatIOn to the Gulf, hy Cape Breton.' .and hkewI~e the cap~clty 
and situation of the passage of Canso, and of the Brlllsh PossessIOns on eIther 
side' and we are of opinion that independently of Treaty, no }<'oreign country 
has the right to use or navigate the Passage of Canso; and atten(ling to the 
terms of the Convention, relating to the liberty of fishing to be enjoyed by the 
American citizens, we are also of opinion, that that Convention did not, "ither 
expre8sly or by nec~ssary i~plica,tion, concede any s?~h right of usi!,g or ?avi
gating the passage In queshon. Weare also of opmJOn, that castmg bait, to 
lure fish'in the track of any American vessels navigating the passage, would 
C!lIIstitule a fishing, within the negative terms of the Convention. 

5th Query-With reference to the claim of a right to land on the Magdalen 
Islands, and to fish from the shores thereof, it must be observed, that by the 
Convention, the liberty of drying and curing fish (purposes which could only be 
accomplished by landing) iu any of thp, unRettied bays, &c., of the southern 
part of Newfoundland, and of the Coast of Labrador, is specifically provided 
lor; but such liberty is diRtinctly negatived in any settled bays, &c., and it 
must therefore be inferred, that if the liberty of landing on the shores of the 
Magdalen Islands had been intended to be conceded, snch an important concession 
would have been the snbject of express stipulation, and would necessarily have 
been accompanied with a description of the inland extent of the shore, over whi\lh 
such liberty was to be exercised, and whether in settled or nnsettled parts, but 
neither of these important particulars are provided for, l'ven by implication, and 
that, among other considerations, leads \1S to the conclusion; thatAml'rican citizens 
have no right to land, or conluct the fishery from the shores of the Magdalen 
Islands, Tbe word "shores" does not appear to have been used in the Con
... entian in any other than the general or ordinary sense of the word, and must 
be ~onstrued with reference to the liberty to be l'xercised upon it, and wonld, 
therefore, comprise the land co\·ered with water, as far as could be availabll', 
for the due enjoyment of the Iiherty granted. 

6th ~uery-By the Convention, the liberty 01 entering the Bays and,Har~ 
bours ot Nova Scotia, for the purpose of purchasing wood and obtaining water, 
~s c?nced;d. ~n general, terms, unrestricted by any condition expressed or 
Imphed, lImiting the enJoyment to vessels duly provided with those articles at 
the commencement of their voyage; and we are of opinion that no such condi-
tion could be attached to tbe enjoyment of the liberty. ' 

7th Query-The rights of fishing ceded to the citizens of the United States, 
and those reserved for the. exclusive enjoymeut of British subjects, depena alto
gether npon the Conven~JOn of 1818. the only existing treaty on this subject 
betw,een the two COU?trles, and, the matt'rial points arising thereon, have been 
speClfic&.lly answered 1D our replIes to the preceding queries. 

We have, &c. 

Viscount Palmerston, K. B., &c. &c. &c. 

J. DODSON, 
THOS. WILDE. 
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-Copy of a i-t!tter from M. H. Perley, Esq., to the Provincial Secretary, with 
Report on the Fisheries of the Bay of Flllldy, March 1851. 

Government Emigrati<m Office, 
Sai'ltt hhn, lV. B., 12th March, 1851. 

SlR,-J n obedience to tbe command of His ExceHeucy the Lieutenaut GO\'er
'nor. communicated in your letter of 6th July last, that I should examine and 
report upon the Fisheries of the Bay of Fundy, so S01'»l as my duties as Emi
ogration Officer would rermit, 1: commenced the performance of that duty on 
'the 20th of August, accompanied by'George flayward Perley, my second son. 

The Island 'of Grand Manan was visited, in a hooker of 16 ton~, belonging 
to Deer Island, which 'I hired for the trip. Campo Bello, West J sles, and the 
'shores ill that t'kinity, were examined in boats of all sizes, adapted for "isiting 
'the several localities. The upper part of the Bay of Fundy, (including Cum
berland Bay, and the Basin of Mines.) was examined in the Sloop Cutter 
" J un!}," whiCh I engaged and fitted oot lOr that service. The s01lth 'shore of 
Nova 'Scotia was exalLined 'by land, the season being too fat' advanced, and the 
weather too stormy, to admit of its being vi;;ited 'in the Cutter, without great 
-delay. 

1 'have now the 'hOnOT to present the accompanying Report, which embodies 
<t'be iaformatioH obtained while engaged in performing ~he duty assigned to me, 
'together with some other infermation, in relation to the Fisheries ,generally, the 
,markets for fish 'in foreign effllntlies, <the American hNmty system, and the 
'destruction of fish on spawnhlg grounds. 

With this Report, I have also the honor to l'rpsellt, a descriptive Catalogue 
(in part] orihe (Fishes of New Brunswick and Nova Scotia; iu which an attempt 
bas heen made to c1assily the fishes of these Colonies, accoriling t.o thl' system 

"Of Bllron Cu.ier, in their several orders, families and genera. I II the descriptions 
'of the various species, I have embodied observations made during a long series 
of years; and with a \'cry few ex{)eptioos, :1 have described such ;fish -only as I 
have myself seeu and handled. 

This incomplete Catalogue ~ -o1i'e1'ed with ~h~ hope, tbat it may lead to further 
,inquiry, and a more perfect knowledge of the hahits, haunts and seasons of the 
;fish of our wa.ters; not merely as a matter of interest to the scientific inquirer, 
bnt as being ·()f mu-ch ,valne to the pra-ctical.fi.sberman., who by aeller.information, 
way lw. .greatly benefited in his calling. 

Bef'Ore ente1'ing upon the {luty ,entrusted to me, 1[ made application to His 
'Excellency 'Sir John Harvey, ,Lieutenant 'GoverlJor of Nova Scotia, for per· 
'mis~on to plusue my inquiries on the Nova Scotia side of the Bay, and a copy 
·'of the Commission under Seal, whieh His ,ExceHeney wa;; ,pleased to transmit 
me, is annexed to tMs Repol't. 

A copy -of the Circular 'Letter of Inquiry, which J caused to 'be ;priuted and 
'circulated, is also annexed to this Report, with some of the replies thereto. 

I beg to direct especial attention to the letter in the Appendix, from the Hon. 
Johfl E. Fairbanks, of HaliJ."IX, which eontains informatioB and suggestions 
~ossessing 'mucR interest. 

The HOR. "the'Commisssioners of 13 ritish Fi-sheries, besides ndttCing 'my Report 
'oflast year in their A nnnal Repo!'t to Puliarnent, very kindly forwa-rded to me 
'3 complete set of their Parliamentary Report~, and 'of the Imperia,1 Acts iIl 

,relation to the Briti.h Fisheries, all which have been of the gr-eactest service. 
1 ha\'e also to express my obligation to their Secre'tltrv, tl:te Hon. Bouverie 
Francis Primrose, fer his prompt attention in forwarding tbe pricus of fish ill 
'Scotland during the last live years,; and for valuable information respeding the 
markets for 'fish in Europe, drawn from his Qllmirable Report to the Board oC 
Trad",'on that importan't su~el't. 

The 'ilirections for takin ... and. coring herrings, ond for curing cod and hake, 
'issued by the Board of British Fisherie~, having be~n approved by His ~xcel
jency the Lieutenant Governor, one thousand copies thereof were reprlllted, 
-and distributed by me, among the fishermen in the several lo.calitics visi~ed, by' 
lJillan,y,of whom these directions were greatly approved, and highly allpreclated. 

. 16 
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At ,','cry place "isitcd, my mission appeared to give much satisfaction. The 
reate~t kindness was everywhere shewn to ,myself and, Illy son,. a~d v.ery ~any 

g at" great pains to render us aSslstance_ 1 he ho~plta.hty 1ll"aTlllbll" 
frtsO'dlS dw~~e us and the f~cilities which were cheerfully granted on both sides 
ex en e, kId f 
of the Bay, demand my most sincere ac nowe gemen s. . 

I have .the honor to be, SIr, 
Your \"ery obedient serl'ant, 

1\"1. H. PERLEY. 
The Honorable John R. !'arteiow, Frovincial Secretary. 

( No. 15. ) 
Copy of Commissioll, from His Excellency the Lfeut. Gevernor of Nova Scotia. 

FROVINCE OJ' NOVA SCOTIA. 

By His Excdleney Lieutenant Geuer~l. Sir John Harvey, Knight C?m
mander of the Most I-Iouorable Mriltary Order-of the Bath, Knight rL.S.]' Commander of tbe Royal H'anoveriau Guelphic Order, Lieutenant 
Governor and Commaltder in Chief in and over Her Majesty's FrO'
vince of Nova Scotia, aud its Depelltlencies, &c. &c. &c. 

J. HAn'-EY, Lt. Governor. 
To all Magistrates, Sheriff.~, Revenue Officers, and other8, inhabitants orsaid 

Province :'--
J\I oses H. Perley, Esqllire, ha"ing been instrude-d by I-lis E-xcellellcy the 

Licntenant Governor orNew Brllnswie.k, in COIlIleil, to ilJopec.t and report upon 
the Fisheries of thtl Bay of Fundy, ouring the present season, and having re
quested frolll me permission to pro.ecnte the neres_ary inquiries on tIle sIlOres 
of Nova Scotia, wiLYlin the Bay of. Fuuuy, which permission ie here1;y granted-

I dn, by theBe Present_, instruct and require you to give to the said 1\loses 
H. Perley such illforrnation and assistanee as he may request frOID you, at any 
of you, in reference to the said fisheries. 

Given under my hand and seal at armo, at Halifax," this" tweu.ty ninth" day 
of July, in the year of OUT Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty, 
and ill the fourteenth year of Her M&jesty's Reign. 

By His Excellency's Command. 
JOSEPH HO\'VE. 

( "Ko. 16. ) 
[Circular. J' (J,OV8rnm"ent Emigrrl'tion OjfilJt!, 

St. John, N. B., l'2th Aug. 1850. 
Sm,-Having been appointea by His Excellency the Lieutenant G"overnor of 

New Brunswick in Council, to inspect and report upon die"Fisheries of the Bay 
of Fundy-and II is Excpllency Sir John Harvey, Li'f'utenarrt Governor of Nova: 
S"cotia, ha,'ing, by Commission under Seal, authorized Ille to prosecute the 
nccessary inquiries 011 the Shores of Nova Scotia, within the Bame Bay-l beg 
to .acquaint you that J am desirous of obtaining information on the following 
1'OInt5':-

1 st. As to the present mode of cond uctiug the fisheries for herrings, shad, 
salmo"fl, cod, pollack, haddoek, hake, and mackerel-as also descriptions of 
t-he ne~s, lines, and' other tackle now employed, in order til' knov~ if anj, and 
what, Impro,-ements may be introduced." 

.zd: As to the [1rop~ season for each fishery; and whether fish, of any des
crIptIOn, :j.re now rangllt, at times when they are of lIO real value. 

3il. 'Yhetlier herrings are now taken by "dri,"ing," with torch, light ; and 
whether the use of standing weirs are or are not injurious to the berring 
fishery, aud destructh'e to the fry of oth;r fish.' ' 

. 4th. As to the modes now in use of curing and packing the sel'eral descrip
.hon~ offish, with the view of ascertainillO" what defects exist in the~e imllortan!: 
rarticulars. "" 
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5tb .. As to the extent to which the fisheries are injured, as is said, by the USI! 

of herrmgs, and the fry of other fish, for manure. 
6th. As to the extent to which the fisheries, iu the Bay of Fundy, are en. 

croached upon by foreigners. 

7th. As to the eJ>tent to which the fisheries, in the various ¥ivers flowing into 
the Bay, have been injured by mm·dams and otner obstructions or by illeO'al 
modes of fishing. ' 0 

8th. The shad fishery i.n ~he upper part of !hn Bay being of much importance 
and val ue, and that de~crlptlOn of fish becommg every year in greater demand, 
·at an increased price, it is extremely desirable that the most full and al'curate 
information, respecting this fishery, should be obtained, with the view of ascer~ 
taining the quantity of fish now caught annually, and the extent to which the 
fishery lDay be .afely prosecuted. 

I respectfully f!X[uest Y{lU te furnish. me with whatever iufDrmation you possess, 
in connection with the foregoing inquiries, or which may be interesting or useful, 
as regards the fi,heries generally. Any observations as to existing nuisances, 
{)bstruct.ions to the sea or river fisheries, the destruction of fish by extraordinary 
means, or at unilsual seasons, and as to the means of remedying these grievances, 
will be gladly receh"ed. 

As the wOTk in which I am engaged is of great importance to the interests of 
the 'p"eople of New Brunswick and Nova Scotia, I venture to rely npon your 
assi~tance a'l.1 co· operation in carrying it out as fully as possible. Ally com· 
munications upon the subject, yon will please address to this Office. 

11'1. H. PERLEY. 

( No. 17. ) 
Copy of Letter from Cochrau Craig, J. P., of Grand Harbour. 

Gmnli lJianan, 10th December, 1850. 
SIR,--According to promise, I proceed to give you my views as required by 

your Circular of 12th A ugm;t, respecting the fisheries. In reply to your first 
inquiry, I he:r to say, th",t the fisheries aronnd this Island are those for herriug, 
cod, pollack, haddock, and bake, which alone are steadily prosecuted. 

Herrings are takeu in nets, with meshes suited to the different sizes of the 
fish, set in.shore during the night, and on the outer soundings in the clay time, 
when only it is practicable to fish there. They are also taken in weirs, which 
are now put down here Oll every bar, and in almost every channel which those 
fish play through, aud even around our shores. This mode, I think, ;cnust be 
mNt destructi\'e, as in securing' such as are generally fit for use, they destroy 
double the quantity saved, of those that are entirely too small for any purpos!: 
whatever, but manure. 

All other fishes are taken here by hand lines, calculated fm various currents 
and depths of water. 

In answer to your second inquiry, I have to state, that I learn from the most 
experienced fish~rmen here, the only improper season for fishing for herrings 
with nets, is from th .. middle of July, till the middle of September, on the 
spawcing ground at the Southern Head, as they are then and· there taken in 
the act of spawning, and not good; the fishery must be injured, from the very 
gr.·at destruction of ~pawn, by the working of the nets. A Il sea~ons are con· 
sidered proper lor the catch of every other fish, they always proving good, and 
no damage being comddered to arise to the fishery from their being ~o taken. 

To your third inquiry, I reply, that few herrings are now taken here by 
.driving with torch· light, as, at the proper times of tide for this busiIless, there 
are none to drive, they b('ing principally, as it \Vere, in pound, and ofte~ kept 
there, dead or alive, big 01' little, until damages are paid hefore even" few?an 
be got out for bait. That these sSanJing \Veirs are most injurious t~ the herring 
and in~shore line fisheries, none that ( h[lYe talked with on the subject, pretend 
to deny and they lately have been many of our oldest and best fishermen, and 
among them, several of the weir·holders themselves. The injury tIle weirs do to 
the fry of other fish than herriog, is very little I believe, as it is very rare for 
the weirs here to take any other fish. 
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To our fourth inquiry, r answer, that after a perusal of ~he directi~ns you 

1 d dy to the curing of herrinO's and other fish, I consIder the curlDg and 
Ian e me, as ", I d h t t • h 

k' f fi h taken bere as quite defective, and conc u eta 0 remeoy t e 
pac JIlg 0 • I tl d' t' d 'J tb fi.hermen cannot do better than adhere close y to lOse Ir'!c IOns, an 
:~~' t t~e ~odes of curing and packing therein ~et forth. But instead of. this, 
th p will tell you that they can do better by selling fish, and can find a qUIcker 
m:rket for them; a~ now cured and priced, than if mauaged agreeably to tbose 

oirections, 1 ' h h fi h 'h .. d To your firth inq uiry, as to the extent to w lIe t ~ ~ er~es er~ are InJ Ilre 
bv the use of fish tor manure, J will, with a large, majorIty on my sIde say, that 
(consider tbe extent to which our in,shore fi~herles are, and have been, for ten 
year past, injured by the destruction 91 herrlDg~, both fit and unfit for ,proper 
nse, taken in the weirs, is almost endless. 1 he beavy schulls ~f herring, fry 
being yearly cat up by those weir~, and the coc. and ,pollack having no blut to 
oraw them in-shore, they are only to be fouud tar out III deep water, where boat! 
and small vessels (the poor man's dependance) cannot follow them. 

To your sixth-The extent to which our fisheries are encroached upon by 
foreigners, both by their fishing,within limit,s for h~ke, and netti~g for bait at 
the Southern Head in the spawmngseason, 1S I belIeve very consIderable, bllt 
might, I think, be prevented hy a more rigid enforcement of the existing laws. 
Our Overseers of Fisheries are all fishermen themselves; nOlle other can here 
be bad, and they cannot be expected to complain of their neighbours to their 
loss, There is here much iuefficiency in this respect, but I must leave the 
prescription of a remedy to yourself • 

. I am unable to give any reply to your other inquiries, as there are no rh-er 
fisheries in this Island, nor nny shad fishery. 

I fiud the views of the different investigators of these matteri' sent here by the 
Government about as various as the different kinds of fish. Some of them say, 
that all the herrings taken here by weirs, are not at all missed iu the sea. They 
say the weirs would always he filled up with herring, if the weir stakes and 
brushwood did not frighten tht'm off into deep water; my reason for their leaving 
i~, that they are all killed. With my neighbours here, experienced tishermen, 
I agree, that herrings do Poot cOTlle in from sea at all, but are spawned on ollr 
spawning ground, and play round our shores nntil taken; and that such as are 
not taken, continue to do so until they are full grown; when they know our 
shores as well as shee;l know their pasture. Then they go off to sea, where 
they remain, frequentiug shoals, and in-shore places, only to deposit their spawn. 
We catch no spawuing herrings, and but few large enough to spawn, in our 
weirs_ It is considered a settled point by all experienced fishermen on this 
Island, that while so many weirs as are now erected hert', are allowed to stand, 
so long will our herring and in-shore fisheries continue to decline. So long 
aJs? must we be annoyed with ohstructions to our navigation, which TIlany of the 
weirS are at present. 

Next to the weirs, tbe falling off of our fishery may be attributed to the very 
great de~truction of spawn, for many years past, at the Southern Head, by the 
ca~ch ,bemg allowed, there at all'seasons, without proper restrictions. I think 
thIS ml~b1 be reme~led, by ,r~-enacting the expired law relatiug to this fishery 
gassed ill 1834, ,"'Iuch prohibited all n'etting on this ground, from 20th July, to 
~,Oth October.' With au ame,ndment, allowing only one boat to each vessel. Du
rill!\', the contlI~uance of tlus law, our herring and other in-shore fisheries, upon 
~hlch th~ mam b~dy ot our Islanders depend for support, was remarkably 
Improved, at that tIme, howe,-er, there were no weirs here 

Th 'f ' . e pra('ltce 0 throV<:lDg offal upon the fishing grounds by foreigners and 
c?reless persons, should be preventerl hy permanent fishery laws. The preserva
~on ~f spawn ought "Iso to be atten:led to; but what will be the use of this if the 

errIDgs are to be fenced in, and Ii:i1\ed, before they are the length of your finger? 

Your obedient servant, 

ll, H, Perley, Esquire. COCHRAN CRAIG. 

-
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Copy of Letter from Daniel M'Laughlin, Esq., Capt. of Militia. 

Gmnd Jll(l1lmi, S. W. Head, Oct. 9, 1850. 
Sut,-It gives me great pleasure to furnish vou with information respectin'" 

tbe fisbery at the S. W. I-:Iead of Grund :\Iana;,. I have resided h:re 21 Far;' 
aud during IS years of that time, was OVereeer of the Fi,heries. When 1 fir~t 
('ame, the A mericans set nets, and robbed the St . .J ohn fishermen of their warps 
~md anehors at npon d~y. I complained of this to their own officers. who took 
two of the ,·essel". with the anchors and warps Oil board of them. A t that time. 
not more tha .. eight St . ./uhn vessels fi,hed here for herrillgs. But at the pre. 
seut t,ime, there are fwrn 40 to 5(/, all on a small space of ground, with ten, 
~wellty, alld tbirly net;; to e<lell \·es"el. \\'hen the nets are taken up ill the'morn. 
ang, they are replaced hy others, so that the pa>'sage of the fish is ohstructed. 
The nets will hecume iOO loaded, that the Ivebs drop from the cork rope, and are 
(hen left to rot upou the bottom, except what few they can grapl.le up. By 
thesp menus, the fi.h are dri"en frolll their spawning ground; for this mode of 
n.hing is eon.tantly kept up, Sunday uot ex(·ep:ed. 

It i" well ikoo,,"1l that Ora.,d ~lanan is the key uf tht', fisheries in the Day 
"f Fundy. The passag,e of fioh is obstructed by weir,-, in every place where the 
nsh resort, lUJCl not one with « lawful gate; sOllie without any, antI those chiefly 
(lwned hy forRig-nere, wbieh I bl'!! to say. are no benefit to any hut those that 
own the pri~ileg". SOllie of them Hen hrill'" their buildin~ timber, their liox
"tuff, and barrels; whe ... the fishing is o,'e~. they take all their fish to Campo 
Bello, or hu:lian Island, where they remaiu until opportunity senes to get them 
into the United States, and get the American oraud upon tliem. Not one of 
the"e fi,h g/l~~ to a l3ritish market. 

III 183( the inhahitallts petitioued and got a law passed, which remained in 
(orce until May 1837. They waut the "allle law in foree now, with a little 
~lmelldme"t, as to vesl'els havi"g boats attal'hed to them-ouly one boat f,Jr the 
{ISe of the "e~sel. By this law. the fi"lteries fo,. ('od-fish and herrings hoth re
"ived, while it was in foree. I to@k 70 barrels ~f the best ofherrillgs, with 15 
lath"'M'S of net, 2l inch m.e.h, in Novem ber 111,35; at that time, they were worth 
20 .... 'l'ler barrel. 

\',ours, &c. 
DANII>L l\['LAUGHLIN. 

M_ H. Perley, E'q. 

( No. 19. ) 
Copy of Rt'gulations for tht' ShaJ Fishery ill the County of Cumherland, 

N {)I' a oeo tin. 

1. It is ordained, that the rllles and regulations Inade at a Sperial Sessions of 
the Pea.ee on the 14th day of April. 184(): for the Diotrict of Fort Lawrence in 
the said COllnty, he t'Outinued and in full force, as they were made aforesaid, 
(lll the said day, .iz :-that the Fort Lawrence District have liberty to make 
their own regulation" relative thereto; that no net shall exceed fifty fitthoms; 
and tltd uu lalaily be allowed t<l sd mGre than that number ofliltlwms in differ· 
ent oets. 

H. Thd all the net~ "hall be ~et un lines, from the £hore towards the bank 
of the river or bay, and that no two lines of nets shall he ~et In the range 01 the 
tide or current, lIearer, than one hundred and fifty yards ot each other: pro
vided, ne\'erthelc~s, that the (herseer~ he permitted to allow of the setting 01 
nets, either ahove or helow said lines (If n.et •• 

HI. That the O"er""er lav off' these 6e\'eral lines, as many, a~ he may deem 
necessary. for the aecommod~,ion of the inhahitants for the District .01' ~ort 
Lawrence interested ill the fisherie.; and that each person ballot for Ius Tight 
to a place in sudl line or lines, each right or share not to exceed twenty five 
yards in Each line, which he may hallot for, aceordiilg to the numher of fathoms 
in first s~ctioll. 

IV. That the O~erseer be required tu give six days notice, by advertisement. 
pre~·i.a.u.s to said laying off and ballDting. 
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V That these fi$herie~ are the unaeuhted right of the inhabitants of the Dis· 
, 'fF t T awrell,'e hut it i" tlwre opinion that whenever the Ilronnd for thl'" 

tnct 0 or ~. J 'f 1 , h b' t bp laid off thai the Overseers .halt a mIt 0 any ot le~ person to-m allan s., , d b k 1 L " t ' tLe ~ame advantaO'e nntll the groull e ta en IIp Illl' er tHese partlclpa e In IJ • ( 00 , 

J'eO'ulatiolls. 
" For the Township r!f Amherst. 
1 It' fnrther orJained that there shail not be any drift~n(>t &r nets, alloweJ' tGo 

be drifte~ from the mouth'ofthe rh'er l\.1is,aguash, up to Amherst Point Marsh, 
opposite Barronsfield in said COUlIt)'. 

IT. It is further ordained. that one net and ne-more, be allowed to eat'h hOIlRe
llOlder so that only one net be allowed to eaeh house, and that no other per_olt 
or per~ons be allol'\"ed a net 07 nets ill ,my of the strillgs of nets hereafter men" 
tioned. 

lIT. It i~ further orclaille.l, that whenever grolln,l for the hous<,hoM"r~ of the
Town~hil' of A mherst be laicl off, that tn,,- O"ersper 0'1' OI'('l'se>'" be allowed to 

admit of any otlwr peT'on or person~, being hOllsehol~er~, so tflat onfy ODe nct 
1.oe allowd to each hoose. 

IV. 11 is further or,hined, that no nE't or n~ts of a~y pef'otl,or persons, shall 
be more thall twelve fathoms iu length, and Ihe depth thereof as each individual 
may think propel". 

V. It is furtlwr orQ"int'<1. that fi,'e Fltring'" of net~ 1:>e "\)O\ .. ,,d to he ~t, rron~ 
the mouth of the River LaPlanc1w. to, what is calierl_ M'[;nlly's Upper Crpek; 
"nd that othe~ slrings of nets be -allowed from, 1\I'Cun),'s Upper Creek, t9 Am
herst Point ~!a""h, alk.wing that no «tring of sueh n«ts be IH'3'T!'r to eae!. other 
than fixe hnndred yards. 

Vr. It i. further ordaine,l, that the first mentioned five ~trings ()f nets be 
numberNI from the 1Il0l}th of the HiveI' LaPlanehe llpward_. 

VII. It is further orda-ineil. that the owner or owners of the .oil opposite the 
!'"trings 01 netR, or ground takell Ill} for the same, shall ha,'" tIle fil'st privilege or 
choice; alld that the person nr pel"SOIl" who had ~et nrts 011 previo,," ye"r or 
years. shall have th", second privilege; all'd in cas/" of /lny difficulty with either 
of the abo\'e partie., the O\'er,eer or Overseers shall dm", lot, ill relation for 
either of the above parties, as Ihe case may reqllire, eitlwr for Ihe :first, second. 
Or third, 

[For a breach of any ()f the above Regulations, a penalty not exceeding 40s. 
is impu.ed,}; 

( i\o. 20. ) 
Copy of Letter on the Deep Sea Fi"heries, from the Honorable Jolin E. 

Fairbanki', of Halifax, Nova Scolia. 

Woodside, 18th NOV"em,lJer, 1850., 
DEAR SlIl,-PreVHlI>S to the rereipt of your kind favo'.!r of t1le l<2!h, J had 

~ade a ~ew ~otes relative ,to ('lur fi,.he"e;;. I much regret ,\tat my prac.tica\ 
mformahoR 1S so men?,re, In a hmllch of. hid ustry of "Il~h vital impoGrtan('e to the 
people- of these Colonies; slJ"h as it is, howe\'er with the result 61 some recent 
inquiries, 1 now give it you. ' 

The Custom H,on.e !eturns a,. to n<h, \Till gh'e YOIl some iJea of the imports 
and eXf:0rts of tI,lS artlele. From them, you will learn, how large a quantity 
~e recel~~ from Newf(}Il,ndlunu, fo_r which cash is paid \0 a great ext<mt ~ bllt 110> 

lIlformatlOo can be ~btallled as to ou: dOlllestic CODsulJliltietl. l't is doubtle,,. 
very great, as there IS sea~cely a falll!ly but uses fi"h, in variou, shapes; yet this 
dem~nd would be g,,:atly IIlcreased, If the modes of cure WI're impro\'ed. and the
q~ahty c?uld be ~ehe~ upon.. The farmer" ho teams a barrel' of fish !I long; 
,hstance IIIt~ t.he.lIlterlO:, anu thell finds them had, is cautious h~ he buys il~ 
futnre., A Tlgrd ,lIlspeclIon law, properly earried out, W'ou~d be of great service. 

I thmk there IS searcely a man ill th" Provi'nce, who has II. correct- idea of 
the present value of Our fishl'ries; and I am Sllre, that {ew call coDcei\'e to, w.hn" 
extent they are capable of being carried, nnder sound and judicious legisl'ation 
and ma~agement. \V e have not only no bounties, but not one shilling of plll)lie 
expenditure has evpr been disbursed, in impr9ving a fishing p.I}.t 1M" sta.till>lll. 



No.2.(} .I1ppend£a:. 

All our nets, lines, and twines, are imported, the light and siml)le manuf.~ctur~ 
o()f which, might, I thin-k, be introdu~ed, and thus furnish employment to the 
tamilies of fishermen during the winter sea_on. 

With re_peet to th_e mode in which our fi,hing is conducted, there is-first, 
the Bank fisherr, and serond, the Shore fishery_. (lllr .. Bankers"" are gene· 
<rally of small size, from 2(j to 50 tOllR, neither -£0 wdl construe-ted, iitted or 
t;lunJ, ns tl,f)se_ofth-e Americans. Our v<;. • .,el~ go to sea, from t·he-,1st of April, 
to the 1>;tt of ~lay. They continue ('od-fi"hing, 0"- the "arion;; bank;:, betweel< 
-Galle ;;:;"ble nnJ Cape Calion, lIlItil ah(,ut tl.e I (Jt], of June. The cod they take, 
-are .. e~~' fine, thick, well-fed fish. If wen cured in pile, not pidded i.l casks, 
they wuulll suit fl.e ~pallish market, a.Il" get there eon-lier than those from New· 
10un!1Iand, hy two mOlLths. '"!wse piekle<l in c'I<ks hefNe being dried, give ou 
the "orage-; alld this, no douot, has cRui'ell tl.e 10"6 ofmauy ~argoes, by what is 
,<,ailed" ""-eating." 

Th"," •. Bunl,er,'" "If'(! ta'h:c 11ali\)-ut, sometime" '" Ia-'Ire qnantities; but the 
fins ollly are lIf'e!\, whereas the whole bodies, wben properly pre,eTYed and dried 
.in strips, wOtllrl meet a goad ",aiket in the 'U nite<ll States. '1"he tongues alld 
,sounil, oft-he <,od, are al<@_generally'thrown away, in the IUllrry of dea<!ing. 

Much time is loot hy the.,," Bn-nker~" -in ('oming hmne @n Saturday nigbt. as 
','Part of t'he ,f~J1(1wing week is speut in r<'tuming io their fishillg grounil. The 
Amerieans caUIlGt do this, cOllsequelltly Im<-e more ti",,, to seenre their t:'ll'Cs. 

'In June, 'jllr "Bankers ",l"ueeed to Cal''' B.-eton, tl.e Oulfof-3t. Lawren!:e, 
,'Dr the "Lfihrailor, "-hem',, they return with ('argoef' of ~()d, Real-skills, &c. J'I any 
r!'ach home about the I""t of August, and CO-Ultn(;tlce th~ catch of dOs-fi,h, wbich 
me valuul}j" Oll a!'cotl1lt of1he oil their livers yidJ. Eight hundred dog-fish, if 
--of good s.ize, yield a barreL of nil of 3 U gallons. Their dried bo!lies are sold at 
~;;. 6d. -ller 1.ulHl .... ,J, f@r 'feed,ing pigR duri'''g tl,e wiuter. Two ii-h, boiled or 
-roasIe!I, "tIer day, will feetLa.good sk!:ed gtore pi!!", [,,)m No\-ember ,(Intil ?\'Iny, 
"vhenthe food ,must be !~1mngeil, nlld the fia\'ourgiven'hy thefishwiil-!)eelltirely 
,obliterated. This i;;-one of the most vaiuable oral'('hes nf onr fishery; it;; out
.fit costs very little, bot it is limiteJ, both by negled .alld U!l -unfortunate preju· 

4lice ~gainst the Ilse of the fl"h, a.s IGlod for pig,s. 
Th~_fishing for /log-fish having slaekened, ,our ,vesse'ls are next engaged ia 

,taldn4\" -herrings an'd mackerel, ,eontillu-j,ng 't{) fish for tlle latter until late i" 
!'oi oveniber. During SOLOe seasons, this is Jone with nets and seines,; but the 

"quantity taken in the seines is sC:lHoet.ime" "ery large, and then the ,cure'is not Sf!) 

_good, r3W'e£ a !leciJeJ pr.:fere_nee to he gi\'en to fhe net fish. 
The ~BCO<ild brandl, the -€lJOre er boat 'fishery, is c3rrietl on _to a greater or' less 

,extent, al<>ng our whole coast. \Vhale·boats,malltled by 2 to '4 men, and large 
-sail boats, unde-eked, are m;ed. They cammen"e abo.ut the 20th of May, and 
.fish wittJi'lI theaista~lce,()f16toj5 miles from the-1an,L l"he diligent and acti"e 
;nJa~ce a tolerable living, and keep out of debt.; but as these meu-bave generally 
,a fe," a,cres of land, with some cattle .and shee!" ,theIr time is divided betwet'll 
!fishino- "Ed (arminD', whIch operates injuriously to b(lth~ manyoftlteffi are there· 
'fore p~or, an,1 IIna'"ble to pay for their uutnt. This Nlmpels them to hire with 
-others the follo\\'ing year_; after -that, they seldom redeem their llrOlIiise~ to, the 
-merchmll. 

With Teg.aru 10 the lhhery within thi., -harbour, 1 may ohserve, iliat It 1s 
... hiefly <,arried on'in boats, and where allY numher of .. Bankers" might be 
,elllployeJ, I may say, \Ve have 1I0t nne desen'ing the name. 

Between 111 ,,11 lax and -Cape Sambr,). ahout tweh't' miles, there are three fish· 
ing starioGf: ou the western ~11Orp. vj.z~:-F.ergu~oti"s Co\"e, IlerdnglCove, and 
Portuguese COl'.€'. 'I re.gret fi}:lt I cannot give you either the num11e.r of men 
,Dr boats,,or the quantity ,of 'fisb eured; it is -lwwe"M ,'.ery -considerable. -The 
jishermen there,- CU1"(, a large quantity of C('IJ, mackerel, and herring; they have 
,many ~ei.\les anil net~, and generally are in comfortahle ,eil"c,ull1stance,s. They 
""upply the 'tl ali/ax matket with coJ,'hadJ0(':k, macker.el" salmon, 'herrJng~, lob
.;!ter., and a few other ",ariefies ef,fHh. 

Few fi~h markets -in America are 'better -supplied, 0'l' at,cileaper late" tha'li 
:that of Halifux. Witha little lDore exertion, allJ hy good prices, It might be 
,made equal to the (lemands of the popul:t!ioll, however extellsive. 

On the eas~ern .iae of the harbour, south of WourtsiJe, there -is a population 
,of about one thousan-d, many ofwhom reside on their own farms, and prosecute 
the i;ho.!'e fishery; they 'have a'lso two or three small .. Bankers," and although 
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either the fishing or farming might affo;d them a liviD,g, 1', ath-inu,te all !he
poverty that ex!sts- ~moJl~ them, to the unIOn of the two pur_mts, whIch has 1Il-

Tarinhh' ended ID dlsappoJlltm~"t, , ' 
I \Viii \lOW give a short oeta~1 f>of )12.y ew~ PX penence at VV oed,sule, ... 11;r,e J, 

recently had the plellsllle of secing yo", A,bo"t !hree years ~lIlee, ~ ~r..;lted 
Cape Cod and !\larble]Iead, in o;der to learn their melte of .:onihwhng the
fishery, and to procure some, ~xpef}ellced mell_, } was told, that, the best t~ey 
had were Nova Scotians_ J I",), we-re surprH.cd to find us b.,b,nd tllem, with·, 
ad<antages so mol'll Sllpl'1'ror tio the:'r oW»-tl,ley having to sail one thousand: 
miles to the fishing banks, out Illld ho""e. whrJe diose hanks are' nlmos,t at Ollr 

very doors-this, with the l .. w cost of our \'ef',<els, !'al:, ~c" nll-to,ralIy, 1I1ducell< 
them to think. thai it would be a }t16)re profitahle pllrsUlI wlth us, tha13 "nth them .. 
So 1 thought, and I 8till cvnHn-. <>f tlw same 6pilliOl). 0,1 m" return" I b~Nght 
a small ve""el, built the fi<1ke~, ;llI1IT commelleed a .malL es-tabJlshmen.t, 1 h~M
has been 110 seardty offish 011 the grnund' ~ those cored' were of gGod quatity~ 
early ill market. am] snld well. Had I been a.hle te> ofl'er 1000 to r.,',j@{)- quintals
of codfish ill the IHlH'kt't, ! have little douht but 15 •. per 1l,Ilintaimight have beel .. 
obtained for them ~ but the qua •• thy wail tllO small to .mlke up a ('argo, eX('t'p= 
for the West Judie." with other p'Hllel's, 1'he'resnlt, howe\'~r,. at the, three year;;. 
liaS been ltll(a\'ourahle,-tll~· ves""I's half of the fi"h, aot prlHlllenlg IIlllre tl,ar.· 
enough to- pay the p~O"isinns amI sllpplies. IplHing .wthing fonl'ea, atul tcar_ The
want of exertiE>ll on the part 01 the ('rew, their iusl1bordh,atioll, eareles!'nes", allC> 
~InJlro.iJeoee, ha\-e led to the.e p~lilts, ane,dd'-erreu me from ill<tTea"iHg an esta
blishment, wbich ] feel as,ure£1, ",,-ol>ld not only be profitable fa me, bllt benpfi
cial to the cQrnmunily, h .. t I 1HUc OO{ withOtl~ tb!? bope. t,hat fitteY meil< )lIlay ye~' 
be fOlllld. 

We onght til haNe i'il' ... 1l1o}llJr~El sai,1 at 1(Nl.t m.t@ftili'c, port. 'fhey "bolll.! n(l~ 
eom ... ~lltEl port during the >t>"'<;>Il, u.nle.g. to land fish, or (r6m unavoidable neees
"ity, A shore crew sholll;}' make the fish !l.Pnr the ~ity, where ",uitnble labonT' 
could be easily got. }'i"h. tr.\11 be made, ~Il cl",a~ weathey up th~, harloo:.r, while .. 
the coast is ellveh1peu ill fog, 

From my ow'a experience, corroborat",] b)' prnctieal men, 1, el'ltertaill the
"piEl,ioll. that the fishing 011 our coa"t <Wlllrl be made more profitable than that 
0-1' N~.".fos.ndla.lld, There the season is short, alld the weather more tlIHrertaill,. 
while- [roll. J\;ene ... inelttdillg a Bay voyage, the fish may be takell the whol& 
yea:-, OUT 6.she,ies, however, receive >10 ~upport from the Gi>\"enlment; oUr
merchants fQF"i~~ tfu!. pr9>\-i,x>ns and, suppli8's 011 ly, aot owning the ve"~elg. 
themselves, Thct AY.E't';"'m~ boantie~, and p<'otcl.fi.Ve €"!ltie~, {'nable t}iem to give
(lur fishermen bigh wage" auol we 'H!.IlU<.l.t he su.rp~ilwd, that ~l\Il> best men. 
leave us. 

New BmJl.wick hoo, I think, acteJ wi,ely ifi, G'rrecliDg' tlle illQluiTy :Jou aTe 
~ow eEg"l?ed i"',making, l>nd ma.t fpe-~ muG'll indl'bted to y()U, for yonr exertions 
III eXplo.'IJ>g ~1l1S vaJ;uable b.3l>ch o.f her resouwes, }. wish onr GO¥emmeut' 
Wliuld copy the exam})le, fo.- tile period '/ilill soon nrrh-e ",hE'll ONr attentiG>J must 
be Inrlled D!l0re seriously tf>Vfards the fi£beries and then tbe value o~ tIles,", 
ID\'esligatilms will be duly llpflreciated.. ' , 

T?e mackere! fishery~ On the Sable hl~l1d oollks, hal" th~ !;'easoll heeD pro
du~tJve,_ al:0 seines have bee>! used in hauling, on, the shotes of that '!island .. 
Thls WIn mduu a larger Gu,tlit n~J<.t seasO-tL, the pri-.:cs rn the Ullit~d States.. 
\Jeing now very high_ 

I h:'ve ofh!l~ thoughl. th?,t whe-" men of cnpitfi:l' 3M' entepprise- t9,rD theil'" 
~tt~&b()n ~o thl8 branch of ~l,du~try~ a« they lIO uouht will do !le~eafter. manY' 
lIDPffiVI!~ modes of ~nductmg lt wlll he introduct'd, Steam, whi'1h. h.as heell< 
]i>T<>'S;;e<l mtl). til: serv;C1? of eVL'ry other busine,..,., willI think be fOll-1'<ld' e~ualI't 
:.Ip)ll,,'able tID, tlllS_, VrQpellprs of a chwp CDS! m~ht be empluyed; they ":'oo!tl< 
~arry a la~~er ~rew thatt It(}uld I.:ateh fish. as it i~ a. simple a~1 onlle they /I.f'~ 
hook/d_ 1 hey cOllld ~pel'dily w<tigh anehor, shift their ground ket'p their Ilr"W 

roDlli>rtab1e wheR off .. ork, aBa 70~ ~lltQ aad o-t of t ;"1" t 1 f t' I ' u por w" lOt> n5S 0 lme. 
eavmg ~o s?ore~ell the I,aboar of ma.killg tbe fish, :LIld so fisli.iI'g the, ... hole. 

season wllh htHe, mteTFuphon. This is one roea. 
N.ext, steam Is eDlploy~ in drying mallY artieles {)of merchandise-wh nob 

~~. How much l~bou~ IS lo~t, after the fish are takan and salted! YHow' 
ny car~oes are spulled '~ makmg, from exposure to had weather and destro e~ 

by becoDlmg, salt-bI1In~. mlldewed,. and slim."! Co·_ld SA1'en"e t' d' y 
" - ~ 'C,~ no Iec,over some-
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practical plan of curing them, in suitabl~ buildings bv steam" I think it may, 
and yet will be done. ' • 

I met a fisherman yestf'rday from Canso" who had been dril'en off the land 
some forty miles, He assured me, that he ran all night through unbroken schulls 
of mackerel, steering south·west. Now, on our "hore, this fishery has been '" 
fa,ilure this fall, and this mall'. report tallie. with (00.1' of many oiJ £,herme .. 
WI th whom I have formerly cOllver.eo, namely, that mackerel are ahundant every 
.eason, hnt from some call.e, at times, pass to the w!'.tward in til .. fall, at a gre,;t 
~listance ~rom the land. This fact. although well known. lIas n(}t y,·t led to'the 
IIltr?Uuc'lOl1 of the deep·sea !let £.hery, as followe.] ill the North Spa, where 
at tImes 300 fathoms of net are used by one ,'essel, iu taking herrings; this mud I' 
may one day be used here, with ad<antage. 

The bultow fishing, as followed by the Frell~h on the Grand Bank, is not 
known On our shores; some fishermen think it would do, but ttl"y have not tbe 
enterprise to try it. 

These ideas hal'e frt>quently occurred to me; it i. now ralber late in life, for 
me to en(\'age in a pursuit of this nature, but the fi~ld is houudle;;s. Tbe supply 
can neyer be exllau"led, nor tilt' demand that ~xi"t" in "Imo,t e,'pry /·,lUllt"y be 
snti.fied. In a few vears, Ampri('.~ it>elf will C"Il"mne all tb~se Prov;n.'es ("an 
furnish. and J hope ihe illl'entil'e spirit of the age will apply il,e1f to the inl'esti
gation of thpse suhjects, and point out to the young and ellterprisill!,!, impro,'ed 
modes of applying their t'xertiolls to this most valuab!e brand, ot !\'oFth AlIJeri':au 
iudustry. 

I regret that this communication. iustead of these disl'UTsh'e remarks, does not 
eontain thut precise statistieal information of wllidl you were in "earch. I 
would !l'ladly hal'e substituted it instead, bot as I had prepared you to PXjlt'<'l, that 
it could not easily he procured, I hope you will not feel di"a?poillted. 1 ") 
llighly approve of the service in which you are eng-aged, that} was willi II!,! II) 

gil'e you Illy idea. on the suhjl'ct, however imperfelt! they mig!l! he; but Ish .. !! 
neglect no opportunity or furnisloillg ),011, with any.further informatiull I m"y 
acquire on this !uteresting subjed. 

I am, my dear sir, &c. 
JOHN E. F AIRSANKS • 

. H. Perler, Esquire. 

( l\' 0, 21. ) 
EJ'tmct nf a Dl',~palch from LOl'd Stanley /0 LOTd Frrlklnnd. rimed 17th SeplPri1bcr 

1845, pl'fceded by n note of the circltJns/rrllces whit·" led to its trlll;,smissiol!. 

I n 184 I, 1\1 r. Stevenson, the A meri"an i\J iniRt~r at the COUTt of SI. Jamel>, 
addres~ed a nl)te to the Sel!retary of State for Fort'igll AfT"i,., complaillillg of 
the authorili .. , d Nova Seotia t'Or having seized a numher of Americ.tn I'es"ds, 
wloieh were fi,bing within head-Iand~, hut yet, at a greater distanee than three 
miles from the land. 

This complaint led to a case being- suhmitted hy the r'\ .. emhly of 1\'ol'a S~otia, 
as to the "on,,(ruction of tIle Conl'enti&n of 1818 relath'e tn the fi;;heries, and 
the opinion of the Queen's Ailvocate General, and Attorney General of Englano, 
wa~ thereupon given, that the prescribed di.tance of three miles was to bl" 
measllred from headlands, or extreme poillts ofland, and not fmm th.: indents of 
the coast. This opinion will he found in the preRent Appt'ndix as No. 13. 

The American i\linister eontinued to reiterate his remonstrances until 18"15, 
when Lord Stanley, by 11 Despatch to Lord Falklanrl. dated 19th !llay 1::>45, 
intimated that Her Maje,oty's (lol"ernmellt dePlJled it ad,'isahle, for th .. illtere.t~ 
of both coon tries, to relax the strict rule wbich exeludl'd American fi,hing 
vl's."ls from entering the Bays, on the coast of' British North Ameri"a, 

Lord Falkland immediately communicat",1 to Lord Stanley his ohjections t~ 
the propos~d arrangements, which were couched i,! ~ery, stT(lUg te~'lDs., The 
Honorable Mr. Simonds. then a memher of the ExecutIve Counell of New 
Brunswick, being about to proeeed to Eugland, was instructed by rhe Cou~lCiI 
to oppose the proposed concession. J n London, l\J r, Simonds met the H onor
able George R. Young. who immediately bent his energies to the same end. 
On the 4th of August 1845, M r. Young presented to Lord Stanley, a most able 
and elaborate paper upon the fishery question, which appears to have had gr\~at 
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. ht. I't I', to be rpO'rette[1 that this valuable document has not yet been 
weI!!,,' "" • f I 
published. The exertions of ~Ir. f;imonds and 1\lr. 1 ou~g were sU~'cP"S u ,a~ld 
tl1l' toliowillO' statements mn~e by those gentl['men on tlwlr return, III th .. LegIS' 
latures of New BTUn"wick an,l Nova Scotia, of which they were respectively 
members, will be,t explain their proceeding.. . 

On the 2nd oi February 184G, in the House of A,semhly. :\fr. Sllnonds rose 
and said-" fI e had ,,"me "xl'lanations to make rdative to the right of the 
Ameril'nn< to Ii"h, under th~ Convention of ]818. It had hepn the intention of 
tIle Home Gn-.'erllment to rOIJ[·["(!"'. to the fishermen of the United Slates, tl .. , 
right to fi,h ill onr waters. At a meeting' of the Council ill tllis Prodnce, it 
,,'a" consiJered big'hly import""t, that personal I'ellloll,tranl'e "houlrl be made On 
the suh;ed, til the authoritie~ ill Great Bl'ita;n; and as he (l\fr. Simonds) wa~ 
aLollt goillg to 'EuTope, fill Ord~r ill Council wafo' pa~~eJ, auth?rizillg hi~n to 
make the prOper repre,;entation,. He was th9 only person offi(,13l1y appoInted 
hy the Colunies; hilt 011 his arrival in London, he found a llistinguished Nova 
~'c'Jtia g-elltlpman, (G~orge R. Young, E,'q,,) who w,,~ anxious to join him. 
The (i""I,e Fi,hing and ~Iining Company were also anxion" to depute a gentle· 
1'nan to join with hirr.. Beli""ing' that he would he materially "Sl'i,ted by the" ... 
gentlem~", he gladly ac(ptlpd tn the pr(lpoRitiol\~, and they waiterl first, Ilpon i' 
member of tIle Roard of Trad .. , whom they made n('qllaintc>d with the fads (If 
,h~ ('a"". Tlwy then had all inter";["", with Mr. Hope, the Unuer Seeretary for 
the Colonie", to whom they rppresellted the (m"e in ils "trongest light. They 
next 'aw ,'Ir. Addiugton autl 1\Ir. Hope togetlwr, anrl went thorougldv into the 
case with th"m, she\ling the injury tIle ('ontemplaterl measlIre would inflict upon 
til", C()10I1ic.~. The"e r<'preselJtation", they had ~nod r"a,on to beliel'e, Wer!! 
"ftel'lunl. They then Ilae! "" inten'iew with Lord Stallley. to whom they made 
tl,," "ame rPI',,"sel,tation •. III this dllty, it fell to him, (Mr. Simoncl,) to state 
the C,I.,,·, he being tile only pef"on offl('ially appoillted, unt he was aLly as,isted 
by the other gelltlemelJ. From Lord Stanley they re('ci"ell assurance, that 
nothing should be don(' i\1 the matter to illjure the Colonies; and he (Mr. 
i'imonr),,) hac! no doubt, the represpntati<m, mad,·, harl inc!tll'ed Her r,lajesty's 
GO"prnlllent to decline. fM Her, the propo.,,1 of yielding to the U lIitell tltate< 
~ny t<lrth"r rights to fl.,h in o'lr waters, than those already granted before he 
(Mr. 8.) had ~one to Englan,]. The Americans, uncer this arrangem!"nt, 'V<'re 
"It liberly to fi,h ill the Bay of FUIl<]Y, provided they rlid not come within three 
IIniles of the ,hore." . 

On tbe Hlb Fehruary 1846, the Hon. Mr. Young laid on the tabl~ of the 
A""embly of Nova 5['('[tia, .eopi-e_ of the dOt:Qlnents wll,,,\1 he had I'reparerl il. 
England Oil this subject, illl',luding the ahle letter to Lorrl Stanley already 
mentioned, ac.[·ompanied by the following memorandum :_ 

.. Arter the trl'1"~mi",ion of'rny mHe of 1st AUA'Il.t, Mr. ~im011ds and mv<elf 
l1ad a 100Ig inten-iew, by appointment, with ~I r. H t'lpe, and 1\1 r. Addingtoll ;f th" 
Fureign Offiee., Oil the suhjeet -of these cOl'll·e".ioll<'. and hefClre whma the effect 
e.f tlwm wa· ftlHv d;'H·u,,-eu. O{)r "troug ground of argument wa", 1ha~ the 
r~gbt of the ~~In"il'" bei.'g determiller] by the Treaty of ] ~ I I:l, the iuterpreta-
1';011 of that I Teaty "hould he left without i'l!rther u('gotiatioll, to the action of 
the High Co~rt uf Admiralt\, • 

.. ,By the ,te:llfler ",hid1 I~rt LiveqlOol on the 4th August, T .-ent a lett('r trt 
thc,~peak<'!r, all~ my other po!itir.al tTielld~, reqac"tillg them to take sueh actiOlI 
{)fl It. a,; they mIght deem ad7lsable . 

.. A" tIl." '(.it~ Angus:, the geec.nd n<3te and the letter whi..!'!. accomranied it, 
were sent 1'1'1. With the tu·l! approval alld sanction of 1\1 r. ·Simonds . 

.. A note f.orn .the hOIl <?rtl.onel \\'ilbraharn. the Private Secretary of Lord 
Stalll_"y. was '''['e""d, alllJOlntlllO' a day for an illteT<'i('w 

"S I" t'I • 
~ue Ilnter",e ... wa,; ael'ordingly held; and at the ,arne tim[., ;\Ir. N6rman, 

and ~~her gell(lernen representmg the interest.; of the Ga"llC Fishing Company. 
lIIr. ,:1'tnond,; as the Agent of Nl!w £r~n"wit-k, {Henry Bliss, E~q., not being 
then 111 L,?"d on , ) and mzself, as a 1\1 emh ... r of the Legislature of N o,'a Scotia, 
were .recl'lved by Lord 'Sta'nley, and 1\I r. Hope, at the Co'lollia] Office. The 
qut:8tlOn wa~ ihen fully discussed in an its bearings; and Lortl Stanley said, at 
lhe conclUSIOn of the conversation, that no decision should be come to until 
we were further consulted. all behalf of the LeO'i"lature and the cot1~try I: 
enrne>tly entreaterl that ·tl . o· h" , :I'llo . '. Je c neeS"lOns soug t for hy the Ameriea'l Mini,ter 

wd not be ceded, un.!ll the question should he SI.1bIDitted tl) the Asselllbly. 
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" On my return to London, from S,'otland, in September, I aseeriained at 
the Colonial Office, that the Government had determined not to grallt the,('un
cessions sought for, !lnd that a Despatch, of which I saw the ('opy, had been .,'nt 
to their Excellencies Lord Falklalld, alld Sir William Colebrouke, by th~ 1\1 ail 
of the 19th Septemher, to that e(fed." 

The f'lilowing is an extract from the Despatch alluded to, as being addressed 
to Lord Falkland ;-

.. Downin!J Street, 17th Septem.beT, 184.3, 

" IJer Majesty', Government have attenti"ely considered the repre"eTltations 
contained in your De"patches, No, 324 ann N n. 331, of lith J nne and 2cl .1 uly, 
resp"eting- the policy of granting perrnii'sion to the fishermen 01 tile United 
Stntes to fi,h in the Bay of Chaleur, alld other large bays of similar charader, 
(In the C.oa"t of New Brunswi('k and Nm'a Scotia; :"1(1 apprehenuing frellll yOllr 
"tatelllent~, that allY "u('h gen~ral concp'sion would i<>e injurio,," to the intere,t, 
of the British North Ameri"an Pl"Ovincp<, we h'I\'e abandlJneJ the intention we 
had entert"in~d upon this su bjert: and 'hall adhere to the strict letter of the 
Treaties whieh exist hetween Great Britain and the United States, relati,'p h. 
the fisher;"s of North Ameri('a, ex "cpt in <0 far as they may relate to the 
Bay of Fundy, which has been thrown open to the Americans under certain 
restTiction~. 

" In anBouncing thi, decisilln to Y0l), I must at the same time, direct your 
attention to the ahsolute nece .. ity of a scruJlulou. o],<ervall('e of tho"e Treaties 
{m the part of the Colonial authnrities, anc] to the danger wiJ;(,h call1:ot fail to 
nri~p, frenn an o\'erstraineJ nS:R.U!l1prioll of the pol.ycr of ex('lndillg rbe fi:;:hermen 
"I tlie United State" fro:n the water. in which tlwy ha"e a ri~ht to follow their 
pur.uit!', 
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REPORT ON THE FISHERIES IN THE BAY OF FUNDY, 
BY 

AUGUSTUS F. KYNASTON, 

ACTI~G COllofMANDER OF HER MAJESTY'S SLOOP U PERSIAN." 

H~~R MAH:STY'" ST,OOP PgnSTAN, 

Sai1d John, N. H., 4th Septembe1" J tl5I. 

Sm,-A suCC'essor having been appointed from Engl~nd, 
and beinO' about to resign the eommnnd of H. M. S. PersIan, 
I am desirous of laying before yoUI' Exeellency, knowing the 
interest you personally take in the Fisheries of this Province, 
snch remarks as I have had the opportunity of making 
during the period of my station within the Bay, and which I 
ll1ueh regret has been so limited. 

I trust that, short as has been my time for gleaning informa
tion on this important subjeet, y01'I will give me credit for having 
taken a lively interest in the service to which I have been 
called; and that, therefore, whatever remarks on the present 
state of the fisheries, or whatever suggestions I may wish to 
make to your Excelleney towards their future improvement, 
have emanated from a close study, and I trust from a zealous 
line of action. 

Having received notice of the appointment of my successor 
as far back as the middle of the preceding month, since I had 
the honor to report my return to Campo Bello, in a letter to 
your Excellency, dated August 2nd; rather than by endeavour
ing to gain a knowledge of the whole fisheries of the Bay, which 
from my limited time could only have been superficial, I have 
preferred to confine my efforts to the vicinity of the Grand 
Manan, which may be viewed as the key of the whole fisheries, 
and to which locality the new Act passed by the Provincial 
Legislature in April so materially pointed, and where, I con
fess, vigorous steps were required to save from utter ruin the 
fisheries of that Island, more especially those of the Southern 
Head. 

The steps hitherto taken by cruisers in the Bay have seemed 
to incline rather to the prev,ention than the detection. The 
intelligence of a man of war leaving her anchorage soon spreads 
fa: ~nd wide: in a cruise of a few days, wind and weather per
mlttmg, she may cover a good deal of the ground; the sight 
of ~er to~ gallant sails will scare delinquents ten miles off, 
untIl the time when they are below the horizon or shut in by 
the land, when they may be again found at their unlawful 
pursuits; on this point, without going any further, I would 
call your Excellency's attention to Mr. Perley's able Report 
on the Fisheries of the Bay. 
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What I would point out, more especially as refening to 
Grand Manan, is the necessity of establishing boats and smaller 
vessels not only for the prevention but for the detection of the 
law-breakers. and bringing them under the penalties of the Act. 

While the "Persian" has been at anchor in Long Island 
Harbour, I have employed the time in cruising in her boat::;, 
and have visited every cove and fishing station that has been 
within my reach, and where the British flail" has been rarely 
shewn; and while I have become thereby'" more or less ac~ 
quainted with the habits of the fishermen, I have endeavoured 
to impress upon them, while I heard their complaints, that they 
are only to be redressed by a close attention on their part to 
the laws which were made for their benefit, ~nd by supporting 
the Wardens and Overseers in the execution of their duty, 
which, since it falls upon one or two, is an arduous one. 

In the appointment of Mr. Alexander and Capt. M'Laughlin, 
the Island must eventually reap the greatest benefit. They are 
very zealous, firm in their duty, without departing from a line 
of conciliation which is so necessary towards working out any 
l:ludden reform. • 

They, however, need more support than they have at present; 
more especially during the absence of one of Her Majesty's 
cruisers. I would wish to direct your Excellency's attention 
to the following facts :-That the Warden at present has 
no power independent of the Magistrate; he has not the 
power to detain vessels violating the Act, still less to arrest 
the parties themselves; all must be done by summons of the 
Magistrates, whose residences are far removed from the 
Southern Head, even should they themselves be there. Mr. 
Craig, of Grand Harbour, is not within six miles, and Mr. 
Fisher, not within nine; while the avocations of the latter 
require his frequent attention at Eastport. 

The consequences of this are evident: firstly, that transgres
sors of the law are enabled to profit by the delay, in making 
their escape; and secondly, the Warden subjected to much 
labour in vain, besides considerable expenses on occasions. 

As regards the worlring Overseer himself, Mr. M'Laughlin, 
he has had much work, with no remuneration; more especially, 
since, for the protection of the spawning ground, I thought 
proper to leave one of the "Persian's" boats at his disposal; 
I would beg strongly to recommend him to your Excellency'S 
favourable notice. 

The good effects of the boat system, I am happy to hear, 
have already begun to show out, and vessels are taking codfish 
within two or three miles of the shore, where three weeks ago 
they had a sOfry day within seven or eight. 

All these facts make it evident to me, that the preservation 
of the spawning ground, and a sl.ight check on the. weir system, 
are the sheet anchOl"of the fisherIes. Men, not wen-holders, all 
naturally complain of this wholesale way of fishing, as destruc-
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tive to their less extensive means of catching the herrings.' both 
, as bait ana for shipping for the market. I WIll not 

to sen e . h' h h b 
attempt to offer suggestions on a ,subJect w IC ~s, een so 
repeatedly brought forward, and whICh must necessanly mvolve 
a war of party. , 

One fact, however, I would bring before your Excellency's 
notice' it is this-The limits of the spawning ground off the 
South~rn Head of Grand Manan, as established by the recent 
law, are between Bradford's Cove on the west, and Red Point 
on t'he eastern side of the Island. Had the law included Brad
ford's Cove, giving the Point usuaJly called "Pandora Head" 
as the extreme limit of the forbidden ground during the spawn
ing season, much advantage might have arisen. I will state 
on personal and other authority, that there have been an immense 
number of herrings in Bradford's Cove, since the commence
ment of the spawning season this year; and that fishermen, 
driven from the Southern Head by the" Persian's" boats, or a 
wholesome fear of the law, having Bradford's Cove under their 
lee, may set law at defiance, and have still a prospect of a 
bountiful harvest in the herring line. 

To corroborate the truth of my assertions, I may add that on 
the 22d of August, MI'. Alexander, Warden of Grand Manan, 
started in the second gig of the "Persian," and in rounding 
the Southern Head found no vessels there, (in fact they had 
been scared from it on the preceding nights,) but at Bradford's 
Cove, in spite of a heavy swell from the southward, several 
vessels were fishing; one, the property of Mr. Kay, of Deer 
Island, (an inveterate poacher,) against whom I have already 
lodged an information with Captain Robinson, for being anchored 
off the Southern Head with no good intents, and insolence to 
my boat's crew; and whom I trust your Excellency may visit 
with your displeasure. Five barrels of herrings, many among 
them spawning, were found in one boat alone; and other fishing 
boats engaged, were seen at the same time taking them in as 
fast as possible. 

With regard t? the eastern boundary of the spawning ground, 
I may also mentIOn that the herring is said to spawn in what is 
called "Long Pond Beach," still further to the northeast than 
Red Point, (I would here call your Excellency'S attention to 
the enclosed chart), the' affixed spawning limit; moreover, 
between Red Point to the north point of Wood Island, there 
are actually u;eirs, laid down, whi~h must necessarily interrupt 
the course of mynads of fish, wInch, had they been allowed to 
p~ss,the channel ~nmol~s~ed, would have deposited their spawn 
withm the prescnbed lumts. Independent of this these weirs 
offer a great obstruction to the free navigation of'the channel 
between Red Point and Wood Island' and I would venture 
to suggest their entire removal. ' 

For .the protec~ion of the spawning ground of Grand Manan, 
I conSIder a statIOnary force absolutely necessary, one which 
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might be independent of all other fishing stations; and if my 
humble recommendation be held valid, I should sayan estab
lishment much on the principle of our Coast Guard Service, 
would answ~r every purpose, without involving the Province in 
IDly very great ex-pense ; in fact, it might almost pay itself. In 
the. summer, durmg the spawning season, it would b~ most 
efficient in guarding the whole ground of the Southern Head, 
and in winter, and occasionally in summer also, the boats might 
be rendered, in the hands of Providence, the means of saving 
many lives and much property, which, under the present system 
on tIlis dangerous part of the coast, (it is to be feared,) too 
often finds its way to the bottom, or into the hands of mercenary 
and often lawless gangs of wreckers: a system not sufficiently 
to be condemned. 

I would recommend a boat house, with boat and crew, (not 
residents of Grand lIfanan) stationed at Seal Cove, near the 
present residence ofM'Laughlin, which commands a good view 
of the Gannet Rock Light I-louse, from which signals of distress 
are always fired in cases of wreck or danger to vessels; and 
which is, in fact, in constant communication with the Light 
House, itbeiug kept by M'Laughlin's son. 

For a boat I should say those in use by the Deal men of the 
present day might be rendered available; they are easily hauled 
up, pull fast, and stand well under canvas, and are constantly 
known in England to carry out a large anchor al1d cable, in a 
strong gale and heavy sea, to a vessel in distress. 

Two boats and crews (one being spare) would be sufficient 
for the spawning ground; and a small cutter or schooner, (say 
30 tons) with an active commander, would find it easy work 
not only to guard the whole coast of the Island against the 
intrusion of foreigners, but in a case of emergency, such as in 
bad weather, to carry a boat from one point of' the station to 
another. 

Moreover, wIlen the ground is once distinctly marked out, 
the vessel and boats might be mainly instrumental in checking 
the practice of indiscriminately throwing the gurry overboard, 
which is universally complained of. 

According to Mr. Brown, ('Varden of Charlotte County,) not 
only the Americans but our own people, are in the habit of 
throwing their gurry overboard in every harbour of Passama
quoddy, more especially Head Harbour. 

At Grand Manan the sam'e complaints .have been made to 
me; many I have cautioned against it, bu~ the question is i.mme
diately asked-" Where are we to throw It?" By refernng to 
the Wardens, it appears that this point is not very accurately 
defined at present. The practice of throwing the gurry.or offal 
indiscriminately is highly inj llrious, not only because It tends 
to scare certain kinds of fish-for instance, helTings-but that 
it renders the fish less dainty; and those which gorge it, such 
as codfish and haddock, totally unfit for the market; where it 
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is thrown ovel'board or deposited 'On the beach near herring 
weit·s, Rot a fish is to be taken. 

It is thus acc'Ounted for: the gurry bec~Hl?es decomposed .on 
the bottom where it has settled, and ~n Ol~ IS gener~ted WhlC!t 
seems to deter the herring fr'Om playmg In shore; Just as the 
bilge-water fr'Om the fishing boat is said by the fishermen (and 
I see no reason to dispute it) to scare the ravenous shark, whom 
they all hold in great dread. . 

Again, when the 'Offal?r gurry l~ left 'On the beach, the heat 
of the sun extracts the {}d, and bemg bl'Own 'Off by a westerly 
or northwesterly wind to the fishing ground, tends to deter the 
herrings; however plentiful the hake be at the time, (I allude 
more especially to the ground between Swall'Ow's Head and 
L'Ong Island,) there will not be enough taken even f'Or bait. 

All this seems to advocate the necessity 'Of s'Ome defined 
ground for "throwing the gurry" int'O the deep sea; that is, 
whatever IS n'Ot necessary fOl' manuring the land. And now, 
having partially t'Ouched on the m'Ore important points 'Of 
impr'OYement, judging by my 'Own slight experience, aided 
by the sound opini'Ons 'Of men m'Ore practically interested in the 
way 'Of catching fish, I would revert to an 'Other point 'Of n'O less 
imp'Ortance, that is the m'Ode'Ofturningthe pr'Oduce 'Of the fishel'~ 
man's industry t'O a go'Od account in the market. 

That much yet remains t'O be effected in the way 'Of curing 
fish, is an indisputable fact evident t'O the most 'Ordinary exp~ 
rience: 'On this head it is unnecessary f'Or me to dwell 'Otherwise 
than brietly. 

The establishment of Societies among the different fishing 
districts, so warmly enc'Ouraged by y'Our Excellency, and S'O 
zealously and ably put in motion by Members of the Provincial 
Assembly, for exciting a spirit of competition am'Ong the fisher A 

men, towards bringing their produce to the highest state of 
saleable excellence, cann'Ot fail to work out the most beneficial 
effects; the formation of two of these Societies under the able 
directi'On and untiring zeal ofa brother officer, (Capt. Robinson,) 
at Campo Bello, and Mr. Alexander, at Grand Manan, I have 
had the satisfacti'On 'Of witnessing in person, and with real 
pleasure have attended their meetings during the fOl'mation 'Of 
the S'Ociety • 

. From what I have.gathered, the main causes of the inferi'Ority 
hItherto 'Of the fish ill the market were these :-First-That 
fishe~men returning from their cruise are 'Often tO'O wearied 
and exhausted t'O pay sufficient attention to the thor'Ough curing 
and plltting up of their cargo, nol' have they the means of 
deputing the task to others. 

~eco~dly-:-The ~rand Manan and Qlloddy fish are said to 
be mferlOr III qllahty to those 'Of N'Ova Scotia, for the reason 
th~t the Merchants 'Of Eastport (to which market the former is 
cla~fly sent for sale) seem to care but little whether it be well 
Ql' III cured. . 
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'rhi.rdly-The weekly lab?urs of the fisherman usually closing 
'On Fnday or Saturday, he IS -contented with the operation of 
the knife only, ihrowinghis fish 'On the beach w'here it is left 
until Saturda.y -evening, whe'n he takes it to 'the merchant who 
is willing to buy it in that state; now, it is said that the fish 
taken imm-ediately from the knife cures well, bilt if 'kept any 
time its quality deteriorates considerably. 

"The best remedy against all th~se, must necessarily be that 
'spirit of emulation which the prizes awarded by the Fishing 
:Societies cannot fall to excite, as time will shew. • 

With regard to the intrusion of foreign vessels upon our 
fishing grounds, I bavecertainly beard complaints in Passa
maquodtly Blty, more especially about Head Harbour, where 
they are m9re or less secured from notice, but none have come 
'Under my immediate notice. 

In Grand Manan, since many of the leases of weIrs are held 
,hy Americans, there must ever be a certain degree of clashing 
<interests '; the latter having so ready an excuse for proximity 
to our shores. 

The fishermen from Lubec seem to give 1110st cause for com
-plaint among those of Grand Manan, while those from other 
places in Maine are well disposed and fraternize with our British 
"Subjects; on Saturday evening, a whole flotilla of American 
'boats may be 'seen steering for Woodward's Cove, wherein to 
spend their Sabbath. 

The latter (c11iefly owing, I pre~ume, to the bounty on ton
'Uage, long obsolete in our Fisheries,) are larger and better found 
generally; so that it is hard for the British fisherman, with his 
more primitive gear, to compete with his opposite neighbours 
in the deep-sea fishing. The Nova Scotia and Saint John vessels 
'come more or less under the same head, and are loudly com
plained of by the more humble fishermen on the Grand Manan, 
'as marring the'products of their industry. And lastly, to touch 
upon such points relative to the safe navigation, and the dan
:gerous rocks and shoals on the eastern side of Grand l\ianan, 
which I have had an opportunity of visiting. 

The Light House so Judi'Ciously placed on an Isolated rock, 
(the Gannet,) a beacon for the most dangerous ledges, I could 
wish to hl'ing under your Excellency"s notice. 

Within the last 'few y~ars I am told, the stone wall four feet 
thick and eighteen in height, lms been bUIlt round the Light 
House which is of wood, and it strikes me of somewhat fragile 
'construct10n, considering that it is of single sltingle, through 
which in many places day right may be seen. 

Had the wall been raised a few feet higher a great point had 
been gained, as well for the s'ecurity of the Light Ho~s~ as for 
'the comfort and convenience of the watchmen; as It IS, that 
portion. of the building a,ssigned for their six months stock of 
wa'rer, oil, &c., is not enclosed by the stone wall; the conse
quence of this is, that during the rigours of the wint~r seaso~, 
to prevent it being frozen, it is necessary to remove It .to theIr 
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own apartments, wIIere they are neces~arily much Jmnooreo NIt' 
and pushed for room, which they can III affor~. . 
\ Complaints are also made of the bad quahty of the. ml sup
plied; whale oil is recomn;t~m~ed for s~mIJi1er ~'OJlls.nmptlOlJ" that 
of porpoise and seal, wInch IS less hable to be froze.D, for the 
winte. ; on this, depends, {)f course'. the reg,ular workmg Qf 'he' 
machinery. . 

With rC'<Tard ta the latter, the two sepa:rate maclnnes- are 
necessary i~ the' event of accident to we; t~e one .in' common 
use is certainly somewhat worn, althoI:Fgh stIll servICeable and 
t01erably regular in its movemcnts; in summer there i'il less to> 
affect this reo-ularity than in winter, when too machinery is apt 
to get hard during the seve1!e weathel",. and a greater weight is 
necc~sary. 

In ol-der to regu.late tIle Jatter to tIH~ tempemturc'" I would 
:stronlJ'ly advocate the same' kind of weights as used for the' 
safety valves of our steam engines; whereby, with little trouble" 
it may be increased or diminished in: proportion to the wants' 
of the machinery. 

The planking roITnd the foundation SIlOUM be lipped up, and! 
tIIe foundation of the wall looked to; the Roman cement where
with it is secured to the solid rock is working out in mere than 
one place; also that part of the building of l'esideFIce attached 
to the Light House secms to require some protection on the' 
southwest, where the rOCKS, either by their natural shape, oI
worn by the sea, offer little protection from the prevailing winds.-

Should it ever be the intention of the Government t9 establish 
a general system of coast blockade for the protection ef the 
fisheries of the Bay, or even to endeavour to effect the same' 
purpose by means of a certain limited number of small vessels" 
(which I have heard is in contem'plation,) it may be incumbent 
on me to offer some few remarks on the different harbgurs of' 
refuge which the locality offers" which I have made a point of 
visiting. 

Two Island Harbour, and also Three Island Harbour, are' 
well adapted for boats or small vessels-the latter ef the twO' 
is the best sheltered from the S. W., or the pl6vailing wind in 
the summer; both are secured from the wind on the opposi;te 
9-uarter, and both com~a~d a view of the Southern Head spawn
mg ground, and are' wltlmI an eftsy distance of the Gar.metRock" 
and the scene of so. many wrecks, (the M;urr Ledges.)-

To the N. E. agam, on the eastern side' of Whitehead Island 
is another beautiful little harbour for fish.irtg boat~, or e~en larg~' 
vessels driven for shelter from the fury of a southwester; and 
here may be' seen, when the weather is threateniIlO' iB that 
quarter; a whole fleet of fishing boats riding se~urely ~~ a~hor; 
as many as one hundred and fifty vessels~ according to the 
a?count of Mr. W m• Prankland, who resides there,. (the best 
pdot on the Island, and whose services I lately hired to carrv 
me to the assistance of a schooper on the' M~:vr Ledges,) haVi~ 
b~en at anchor together, , 
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By an outlay of £150 upon a Breakwater, the pool or 
upper end of the cove, would be converted into a perfect minor 
harbour, where small' vessels might. ride secure from all winds. 

The fishermen also of Gull Cove have petitioned me to move 
the higher powers of the Province to fix a bell worked by clock
~o~k on Gull Rock, on the eastern side of the Island, as a guide 
m tIme offog; they have all, moreover, expressed their willing
ness to defray the expenses of the bell by subscription. 

There has been good line ... fishing off the Rips S. E. of White
head Island this year, while further south the fishing boats have 
had to go a greater distance with indifferent success. Her'
rings, however, have been scarcer this year on theripplings 
than any preceding one; thirty six vessels out on the 27th and 
28th ult. caught none, whereas in former years one hundred 
barrels would commonly fall to the share of each vessel; and 
yet, this year, the shrimp, the favourite prey of the herring, is 
said to be in great abundance. ' 

I have merely alluded to the above facts, to prove that White
head Island is a profitable fishing station; and that, therefore, 
a little money spent in Gull Cove might not be thrown away. 

On the western side of the Island there is but little shelter; 
Dark Harbour, with a sl-:(lall outlay, however, might be rendered 
a host in itself. Vessels of any size, might there find perfect 
shelter from any wind or sea, in from nine to twelve fathoms; 

A natural breakwater, sloping on both sides, and rising about 
ten feet above high water mark, crosses a snug Bay three 
quarters of a mile in length, and hal~a mile across. 

An entrance through the bank, or natural breakwater, has 
been already cleared out, of one hundred and fifty feet in width 
at high water, and about sixty at low; in depth, twelve feet in 
spring tides, and seven in ordinary ones. 

By the temporary use of a Dredging Machine, (I believe 
there is one at Saint John), working during the fine !leason, the 
channel might be rapidly cleared, so that even Her Majesty's 
cruisers, or other vessels in distress, might find shelter in all 
weathers, and the former might serve to detect certain breaches 
of the law which are carried on in this vicinity with the main 
land, and of which I have had oflate some practical experience;. 
not only are stragglers or deserters here shipped off, (on which 
sulJject I have already addressed your E~cellency,) ~ut also 
much of the spirits, by which seamen ar,e frequently stIrred to 
desertion, is here landed in defiance of the laws, which, in fact, 
there ate few there willing to enforce. 

And now, having endeavoured briefly to lay before your Ex
cellency such, remarks as my duty enj~ins, and. which it is my 
sincere wish may meet your approbatIOn, I WIll conclude by 
saying, that should it ever- be my lot to see any o.f my sug~es
tions brought into effect, I s?o~ld h~ve t~e. mexpressible 
satisfaction of feeling that my hmited tune withm your Excel
lency's command, has not been thrown away. 

His Excellency Sir E. W. HEAD. Bart.! 'I. 
Lieut. GOY. of the Province of New BrunSWIck. 5 
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A t the Session of the Legislature in 1851. the following Appro. 
priation was made :-

" To His Excellency the Lieutenant Governor or L'\dministrator 
of the Government for the time being, the sum of five hundred 
pounes, for the encouragement of t~le ~isherie~; ~he said money t@ 
be ad\'anced in the same way, and 111 like proportIOns, as the money 
at present granted for the encouragement of A:gricultural Societies." 

In consequence of this ap-pr~priation, letters were add'ressed, by 
the provincial Secretary, to the Clerks of the Peace in those 
Connties interested i:n the Fisheries, stating that His EXlleilency 
t.he Lientenant Go\·ernor recommended the establishment of" Fish~ 
ery Societies," upon a system similar to that on which Agricultpral 
Societies have been formed-any snch Frshery Society, upon 
subscription and payment by its members, of not less than twenty 
pounds, to be entitled to receive from the Provincial Treasury, It 

sum equal to three times the amount so raised, to be applied in the 
distribution of prizes, or in any other way, which, in the judgment 
of the Society, might best tend to promote the desired object. 

In Charlotte County, three Societies were immediately formed; 
the first of these was at Grand Manan, the Constitution of which 
has betn adopted by the Societies formed snbsequently. This 
Constitution is as follows~-

CONSTITUTION. 
Article I.-The style of thi/Society shall be, the" Grand Manan Fishery 

Society," for the encoul'1lgement of the Fisheries; and its object shall be, ta 
improve the condition of tbis important branch of aur indnstry, by such practical 
and effective means as may be suggested, and approved, at any regnlar meeting 
of the Society, or by any Committee, who-se acts may be approved and adopted. 

2.-The Society shali consist of sneh illhabitants of this Parish as may signify 
their wish, in writing, to become members, and who shall pay, on subscribing, 
not ~ess than one dollar; and honorary and corre!<pondhlg members may be 
admItted by vote of the Society wHhout payment; provided always, that Presi
dents of other" Fishery Societies," or delega-ti"OBs from tbe same shall,. e.r officio-, 
he members of this Society without payment; and provided also, that the pay
ment of five pounds, or more, shat! ~.onstitute a member for life and' exempt the 
donor from allnual contributions. ' 

, 3,:-The o~cers ,of this Society shaH consist of one PresiJent, one Vice 
P;esident, a l~ecordrng Secretary, a Corresponding Secretary, and a l'reallUrel', 
With twelve Direetors, fire of whom shall constitnte a qnornm.. , 

4,-The general duties of the officerS" of this Society shall'~e all follows::
The Presid,eut, (or in bi~ absence, the Vice President,) $hall preside at the 

regul~r meetm,?s of th~ Society, preserve strict o-rder, and pnt to vote .aU 
que~tlOns submItted, wInch 8hall be determined by the majority then present. 
He IS al,so expected to take a prominent part in originating, and brfngmg before 
~be Society, such measures as may appear to him calCll'lated to promute itg 
Interests, and shall do and perform such "'her a"'s as b 'd of hl'm h h' C r ' '" ~" may e re'lulre , y t IS ons ItutlOn, or by vote of the Society. 

The Recording Secretary shall keep the minutes of the Society in a book to 
be procnred for the pnrpose. ' 

~ ~he, Corres~ndi,ng Secretary shall carryon a correspondence with othel' 
l5oclehes, aDd With IIldividuals, in furtherance of the objects of the Society. 
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Th~ TreaSUri!T shall collee~ an.d receive the fOllds of the Soc.iety, alld keep 
them In such manner as the i:ioclety may determine; and shall (lnly disburse 
them on order of the President, countersigned by the Recording Secretary; 
?nd . shall make a r;port of the receipts and expenditures, at the annual meet
l'ng III N o.,·el~ber, 111 each year. The Officers of thi"8 Society shall take care 
<>f, .and dlstnhut", or preserve, all articles ",hich may be transmitted to the 
SOClety., and sha.lI.also have the .cbarge of all comUJuni{'ations t1esianed or cal. 
culated for p"hlic~tion; and so ,tar as they may deeln expedient, ~hall collect, 
~rrange, and pubh5h the same, In snch manIler and form a<; they shall c.()nsider 
best cak.ulated to pTOInnte the objeets of the Society' and sl1311 <,ause an annual 
report of the doings M the Society to be published. ' 

5.-A "pecial Committee, or Committees, for any l'u"Pogesconnected ,vitll the 
lintere"ts of tbe Society. may be appointed at any regular meeting by the resolu
t·ion of the majori{y thea llresent. 

6.-The,e shall be two rpgulnr meetings of the so<iety, within the Parish, at 
any plaee tllnt may be determined "pon by fhe President, in ea-c.h year, llamely
·{HI the fir;;t l'ue.day iu Novemb~r, and the fil'st Tuesday in l\Iay; all the officers 
.of the Sode!y "hall he eleeted by a plurality of Y{)tes.at the annual meeting in 
each year, and' at lea"t eight days "Ilotice be given of each meetiug, to be posted 
up in the most conspicuous places ill the Parish. 

7.-The Presid~nt may at any time call a meeting of the Offi"ers alJd Com
mittee of the Socipt}\ for t~le tran"actioll Gf business conlJected wirh the Sadety, 
nve of ",110m shaH constitute a '!j<>Qrnm-d.ue notice of which meetililg shall be 
%i"cn to each individual cornposilJg said Committee. 

8.-This Society shaU l)(}.ld au allnual show, or fair, at such central point in 
tbe Parish, as may be determined by the Officers aull Directors, and prizes ill 
money, 01' a medal, (at the option of the person to ~vhom sueh prizes may be 
awarded,) "hall he gwen to the "uceessful competitors in fi"h-the varieties of 
iish. and qoauti~ie., ~n which prizes ar-e to be awarded, as also the amount Qf 
prizes, t.o be determined by the Offi('ers aod Dire<'{org of the Society; and the 
anllUal shows, or fairs, .hall be held on the first Tu.esday of November, in each 
year, alld notice of the kiuds and quantities of fish to compete for the prizes to 
tJe a..-areJ .. d, sball be gi,'en, at least, thirt} days before the exhibition, 

,g.-None uut m-embers of this Society s'lllll 'be eompetitOTs for the prizes, and 
I."rior to the allIlU&! show, Qr (air, tBe Officers and Directors of the Society shall 
a.ppoillt .unhiassed umpires, who shall give their decisions as to the quality of the 
n<h competjng for the prizes, and ",bose decisions shall be final and conclusive. 

]·0.-1t suall bt: iu the power of this Society to award to allY office·bearer, or 
Qffice- bearers, for services adua.lIy perfGfmed, SUell remuneration as may appear 
!lecessary, rea;;onable, and just. . . 

ll.-l'be annual income of the Society, together with any grant made by the 
. 4to¥emment uf this Provillee, .• hall he appropriated and applied '~o premiums, 

.. pon fi"h, the catch and r-ure of auy member of the Society, under such rules 
and regulations as the .officers and Directors may declare. 

12.-AIlY member of thi~ Society producing fish for competition at the alluua l 
show, or hir, f,'r premium, not actually belonging to and cured by bimself, or 
by some memher of the Society, shall be cnllsid~red guilty of an attempt to 
defeat the object of the Society. and shall be disqualified frow. being a member 
thereof. 

13.-U pon 8pplicati{)u toG the See·rdary, any member can ha~'e access to the 
r.ulee.and regulations. 

14.-Tl,is Constitution shall be construed liberally in favour of .carrying .out 
the avowed objects of this Society, and may be amended hy II vote of two-thIrds 
0/ the members, attending any antlual meeting ill ,Novemner in each y~ar; 
provide,l that notire be gi"en in writing .at the prevJous half,yearly meetlllg, 
Bpecifylng Ihe intended ameudment. 

A£ter the .adoption {)f this Constitution, John Dogget was elected 
President· Lorenzo Drake, Vice Presjdent; John Alexander, 
Corre~ppnding and Recording Secretary, with Philip Ne~!on. 
Tre.asllrer, and a Board Df twelve Djrectors. Some very spll'lted 
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I t · s were pass6(1 expressive of the benefits expected to flow res,) 11 IOn . ,. . . . fi 
from the formation of the Society, an(~ the co.mb1l1ed efforts of sher-
men generally,-the whol~ concludll1g wIth a vote. of th.anks to 
Sir Edmnnd Head, for the Interest he has taken, and contlllues to 
take. in the Fisheries. .... 

The Grand Manan Society has subscribed. and paId III to then 
Treasurer, the sum of twenty six pounds; their first show of fish 
took place on the 4th day of i\ ovel1lber, 1851, agreeably to the 
Constitution. 

A t the mel:'ting held at Campo [3ello, for the formation of a 
Fishery Socil:'ty tlll:'l"e. Capt. J. J. Robinson, R. N., M. P. P., 
spoke at some length. .... . 

The gallant captain saiel, that the formatlon of Flslnng SOCIPttl:'S 
was the commencement of a new era for fishermen. as by sllch 
combinations, they would acquire a position that WOllld not oilly 
benefit tlwmselves. bllt also benefit the genl:'ral trade of the country. 
He alluded to the valne of the I:'xports of fish from Nova Scotia 
last season, more f'specially from Halifax; to tht' impf'tus which 
had been given to agricnltnre, by' the formation of Agricultural 
Societies in every district, to the money that had been spent for 
procuring agricultural information, and for Proff'ssor .Johnston's 
survey and report,-and said, that the like expenditnres would be 
JlJa(le for the promotion of the fishf'ries, if the fishermen united and 
made common cause. .• We have alrl:'ady many friends," said 
Captain Hobinson, "and shall get many more. Last year, Sir 
Edmnnd Head sent Mr. pprley down to inspect our fisheries, (and 
considering the limited time he had to do it in, his report is an able 
one, in my opinion, and our \Vardens state to me, that wherever 
they have been, it is corrl:'ct,) and I would mention here, that 110 

one in the Province has the welfare of the fisllPries Illore at heart 
than our respected Governor. I am persuaded, that he at Jeast 
will give us all the assistance in his power; he. has repeatedly 
written to me, expressin~ his lively interest in the subject. and 
approving of such proceedings as tll'Ose we are now met for." J t 
was then explained to the mt"eting, that if they subscribl:'d £20, . 
they would be, entitled to draw three times that amount from the 
Provincial Treasury; and that the m'oney would be entirely under 
the control of the Society itself, to be expended in objects con
nected with the advancement of the fishl:'ril:'s. 

Capt. Kynaston, of H. M. S. Persian, also attended the mef'ting, 
and made a very neat speech, expressing hi;; readinl:'ss to aid, in 
any way. the protection of the fisheries, or their advancement, and 
concluded by subscribing one day's pay toward the fnnds of the 
new Society, to which he wished every success. 

The sum of twenty five pounds was subscribl:'d, and paid in bty 
the" Campo Bello ·Fishing Society," and the first show of fish 
was advertised. as follows :- ' 

CAMPO BELLO FISHING SOCIET\,'S FIRST SHOW OF FISH. 

The first Annual Sho~ of the Campo Beno Fishing Soci~ty, will be held at 
~he Government Stores in \V elshpool ,in the Parish of Campo Bello. on Tue.day 
the 18th day uf Novemher, at 10 o'clock, A. M." whpn the fullowing Premiums 
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will ~(' a'Oi"arclrd upon tbe Fish eili:h~hited, sribject t<l the ReO'ulations hereinafter 
mentwned~ 0 

Cod Fish. 
1st premium £2 l'I'k, ~d p!"emi'um £2 55 .• aud 3d preruilllll £2 for the !st, 

:1J .and .3d best quilltal taken during the present kaSOG. ' 
J qumtals t~ be aured, 1 'quiDtal to be 5hown. 

JJTy P(dlnck. 
1st prem~u'ID. £25 ... , ,2d ,..r~mtum £2, 3J premium £l l5s., .for the 1st, 2d 

'<illd 3d best qUlutal rakeu durlllg the present sea;;Oll • 
• 5 quintals t-o be 'Cu,red, 1 qui'lta!1 to he sho.wll • 

.Flake. 

1st premium £1 5s., -2d preminm £1 2. G 3.1 premium £1 fer the 1st, 2<1 
:and ild. best ·quintal taken duriug the prespnt ~easU11. ' 

,5 -qullltais tG he takt"l" I quintal to be shown. 

Haddock. 
lst l,"emitl1n £1 .5 •• , -2<1 p"'emium ,£ I~ .(i, 3d premium £1, f<~r the 1st, 2.J. 

:and::3d best'quintal taken dllTing the present season . 
.5 .quinta,ls tn he taken, 1 ,,,!uiutul t.o I.e ;;\1own. 

MackereL 
l"t premj..,m £1 Hk,:M premiuw £1 55., 3d premium £1, to.- the 1st, 2& 

auu 3d be5t barrel taken during the present season • 
.'i barrels to he tak~", I haTr,,! to be shown. 

Pickled Herring. 
1.t premi'Hn £2 It}", 2d p~el<lilll" £2 5 .. , 3d prelllliGlll £2, f'(ilr tbe 1st, 2d. 

imd 3d hest barrel taken during the present season. 
,5 barrels to he taken, :l vaTrel t.o be shown. 

Q1wddy River Hel:,·ing. 
'ht pl'emi1'lID £2 :]>(15., 2d premium £2 5s., 3d premium £2, fet' the 1st, 2d 

:and 3d be.t barrel taken during the present seasoll • 
..5 bands tf) be takeD, 1 barrel to be showll .. 

'Smolcod Herring. 
1Ft pl'emi'llGJ £::l 12 '6., 2d premium £255 .• fur the l..t and 2d best smoked 

Herring taken dur·ir,g the present season. 
100 hox.es to he takec, IQ b(!~e. to be shown. 

:Sm&!ced Haddock. 
1st pr-elliliuJ!1 17". <Gd., 2d pr.emium 1.58., for the lst and. 2d best smoked 

Haddoc"k cured during the pre;oent <'ea,;on • 
.50IBs. to.be showu. 

rar;;lOutiz BloateTs. 
Premilllfl JE •. fm tl,e t .. ·o best booces, to becom-e the flror.erty ~f the Snciety 

.:ana he di!jpooed -of as tbR .f .. dges may direet. 

R Imc Y. A''l'Io@Nll.. 

1 ,t. 1n all ~nses witb parties showing Fish, a eertificate /Tom two members of 
the Society, as to the actual qnanirty (,a·ught, will be oe.,e8sary. 

2nd. AH Fish for eompefit.iun Hlll;'t he de-!i\'ert'n at Welshpool, to D. Bennett, 
E.-q., Se('r~ary, (who ... 411 gk.e a certificate for the same,j not less than one day 
;previous to the exhibition. 

James Brown, Esq., J. P., aHd Mr. Joseph Pateh, C",howill Ch06Se an 61ll[li~e,) 
will act a<; Judges UpDIl tht' (wcasion. 

By,cmk1' if the Boa.rd. 
D. BENN~:T, SecTetai'!f_ 

Camj1fJ Bdto, 15th OcL, 185L 

At tt mf'eting held on the 20th September 1851, at Chocolate 
Cove in Deer Island, a Society was formedtthere, under the name 
()f" The West Isles Fishery Society," which has since subscribeJ, 
:ana paid in to the Treasurer. the sum of forty four pounds_ 
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The' foTIoV\;ng admirab.l'e directions for. takin~ al:~ cm:i~g ~<:'r-
. ers and other fishes published by the Roar.d of Bntlsh Fisheries. 

TIll" , '. 1 f' H' E II I were T<:'printed in this P'TovUlce by o.r er 0 IS ~xc<:'. ency.t Ie-

Lienttmant Governor of New BrunswICk, fo~ general cIFclilatIon, 
becanse the instruction and inf-orInation they convl'Y, are calculatect 
to be most nseful to the fishemnen, !l>nd fish-curersl of New Bruns
wick. It need not he pointed Ollt, that some of the d<:'tails, may 
be inapplicabl~ to> the Fisheries (}Il the Coast~ of Nor~h Almeric.a,. 
havincr been framed with r<:'ferPtlce t~ offiCIal arrangements m: 
Scotl;~nd ; but apart from this, tht> di.rections will be {OUllcf exceed
ingly valuable~- • 

D1H:ECTlO:-IS Fon T,\KING AND e:URING' "HERRINGS'. 

Printed and eirelHated' by the HOl!. the ComK/l.isswn~r8. qf tlie BOrfrd. of Fislieriea. 

Fresh Ht'rrings, wllen in prime-condition, fOFm a ch<:'ap, aplicate,. 
and nutritions article of food, and Vldwl1 proillptly and. etIlciently 
cured, they bec{}me v:sllnable as p.ro-vision.. But theIr value in these
f.f~spects must nec<:'ssarily dppend entirely on the condition of the
fi"sh when caught. and' 0011 th .. di>gree of promptitude and. care w,·hich. 
may be E'"xercised in cllring them. 

tlerrings, in regard to. their condition, may be divided into' three
classes, vi:A: Maties- Full ~:isl .•. -and Spent or Shotten. Fish. 
Matips are those fish in which the Foes and mi.)t& ar-e perreetly bub 
not largely dC\'eloped -. and it is well to llnd'Pl"stalH.l-, that this is the
state of the fish in which it is tntly in the best condition for food
and'vrhen it will be fotmd most delictous ttl eat, as' wt'li' as. most: 
nutritive. Although it does not exhi'bit, whilst in this conilition,. 
so bulky an appearance as it does wh<:'n it is in that of a fl~ll fish,. 
it is in [pality milch fattE'r, for the b.u.lk oi Ul.e full.full is. dt'cep.tively 
prod'nced by the great enlargt'ment of the roe or milt, and this does. 
not take place- without a co:rrrespo.nding diminution o.f. the booy of 
the fish. 'nle full fish, howcvp¥, a·re· those whi.ch are most sought, 
after i'n a mercantile point of vi~w, becallse e·f thepl' laI'ger appear
ance., The spe!,"t or shott~"I1 tisl} having just p<:':£formed their 
funchon of spawnmg, and haNl.rag bee-nt;hereby redu.cpd; to a misera
ble, Ie-an, and poor state. are Ilnp.alat.ahlp, and ml}F-.e 0..1' l.C:'ss. un..wllOle-. 
some as food when in a. .frrsh ~tatE'-, and i.n a still gFeater degree
when cured. Th.e more tmmNiIate.Jy they are tak.en afteli spawning. 
the worse they W111 be-, an.d the· IG.n.g.er the time that expires- after 
their perform.ance of that fUllction, tIle less un-palatable ar' unvrholp.
some they wlH become. But it is·alvra-ys'ad·visahle toavoicl bikInG' 
or us~ng them irt al~y way, until tlIPY s~all have haEl'time to. be fulJ~ 
l'ecrmted: after thl'lr thorough exhaustion from spawning. 
~le different classes?,f persons directly e-mJ?loyed, ill. th.e trade

Whl~h produces tbe artICle of commerce, called saltpd or pickled. 
herr~ngs, are ~hermE1n, fish.~nr&rs, glitters, pa.ckers, and~ coopers, 
and ]f the portion. Of w&k .whICh RlO~e immediately belongs to each: 
of these classes.be In any mstance improperly performed the who1£. 
,,!\JUe 0..[ the art.lcle may he so.. impairl'd.as to.. be,J;end.er.ecl~ altoge~ 
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llnmarket!> ble. Each class, thrrefore, should pe-rform its dntiE:'S 
CME:'fu11y and expertly, so that by the care aud attention exprcispd 
by all of tlwm towards one objpct, t1lPir united f'xertions may bring 
~h~ manufacture-d fish to the highpst degree of perfection of which 
It IS capablp. J f the fishermpn are so carelpss in handling thp fish 
as to injurp t~lem in an~ ~'ay, ~he mischief cannot be rppairpd by 
curers-and If curers fal1ll1 the.r part, the pxertions of gnttE'rs and 
packers will a\'ail nothing in making amends for their nE'glect; and 
although all these may have done their parts well, if coopE'rs be ill
attentive to their particl~la~ duty, the fish. howevE'r well curpd, may 
be dE'stroyed. Hence It IS npcE'ssary to bave thE' most viailant 
s~lpprint~ndence over ~ll t1wse departments, which, if propprly ~xer
C1sed, will not milch mcrease the expE'nsE' of prod'llction, whilst it 
will insure WE'll-cured hprrillgs, and a ready market, and likE'wise 
raise t~he character of our British fisheries' still higher in foreign 
countrIes. 

• FISHERMEN. 

It is advisablE', in the first place, to considE'r those things that 
rpquire to be attended to in the captnre of till:' fish. The DlItr:h 
mode of taking them, by employing VE'ssels of from (-iO to 90 tons, 
lIas many advantagE's OVE'r that of onr British fishermen, who ust> 
boats only, and pspecially that of enabling the crpws to cnre thE'ir 
herrings immediately on board, and almost beforE' tllPY are ~'ell dead. 
This may be considered as one great cause of the slIpt"rior flavour 
of Dutch-cnred fish, as the fish mllst suffer to a certain extent eVl:'ry 
moment they remain 'without having salt appliE'd to them. In on'e 
point, however, our boats have an advantage OVE'1' the Dutch vessels, 
that much finer netting can be lIsed in them, the weigllt of the 
Dutch \'essels requiring stronger npts, made of heavier twinp, whieh 
is not likely to be s,o successful in taking fish as nets made of twine 
of a finer description. :\ ny gpneral introduction of the use of slIcll 
vessels as are used by the Dutch, howE'Yer, cannot perhaps be 
looked for; but it may be pointed out as a thing most desirable, 
that the boats employed by our fishermen should be as large as 
possible, to' be convenient for rowing iq calms, \Yere well,lmilt, 
well'riggE'd, and well-found boats of from) 5 to 18 tons more com
mon amongst our fishermen than tlley are, and were thE'se always 
manned by at lpast six l1JE'n and a boy, we should hear of fewer lives 
being lost-and mu~h more might be achieved by hardihood in 
contending with heavy seas and galE'S of wind, and thus, mnch more 
fish might be captured. Bnt this is not a:l-for although the fish 
when caught could not perhaps be cured dIrectly on board of snch 
boats, as they are with so much advantage in the Dntch vessE'ls, 
they could, at least. be much better prpserved until landed, than 
they possibly can be ill smaller boats. The boat ought to be put 
tnto perfect order, and properly tarrpd, and the tar wdl hardened 
before the fishing season commences, for if the tar happens to have 
been too recently appli.ed, those fish which accidently touch the 
,kin 'of tbe boat, will be contamir.ated with a taste of tar, and as 
early caught fish are often slightly salted and hurried to market, t() 
obtain high prices as an immediate delicacy, if the fiav.our or even 
~he smell of tar is perceptible in the pickle or fish of a smgle barre!. 
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tl e character of the whole parcel may be injured. It is most essen
ti~1 that all boats should be furni~hed with pumps, the occasio.nal 
working of which, if necessary. will keep the boat dr.~, for.nothmg 
is fOllnd to be moce prejudicial to the fish than theIr beIng per
mitted to wash bael,wards and forwards in a batll of sea· water, 
filling the bottom of the boat, by which they have tlwir scales 
fubbed off by friction against. each otll<.>I·, and t.ltey are mact'rate.d 
in such a mannt'r as to lost' the greatt"r and flcher part of theIr 
natural juices, and to become flabby, unsight.ly and. tastel<.>ss; and 
if in addition to the pump, the boat were floored vnlh dt'al boards, 
p~rf{)rated with holes large enough to. allow any water that might 
be shipped to find its way downwards, It would not only ael,l greatly 
to the comfort of the crew, but it would tend to keep the fish in 
milch bt'ttec state till tht'y ~hol\ld be landed. Bottom, or limber 
Loards. foot spars, and walking planks, Illay be considt'red as 
essentials for the preservation of the fish. Whenever the fish are 
Jandpd, the limbpr boards should be remo~d, and the whole interior 
of the boat should be properly washed and scrubbed. This should 
be done daily during the fishing season, and thus the glut is much 
more rasily removed, and the boat is rendered clean. and freed from 
all taint or' smell, before proceeding to sea on each sHcct'ssi"e voyage. 
Each boat should be provided with a comfortable place forward, for 
the crew.retiring occa~ionally to sleep or to shelter in, covert'd with 
a half deck, and every man should have a comfortable oil-skin can
vas coat ancl trowsers, and boots; and if each were to be provided 
with the patpnt Edinburgh Safety CapE', invented by Mr. Simpson, 
or such safety jackets as are now furnisht'd to the Coast Guard, 
mauv lives would be saved, which would otherwise -be lost. As 
E'very large boat may have d fire on board, coff~e in any quantity 
could be heated for the crew, and this would be found on trial to be 
n mllch more comfortable and nourishing drink for them, and much 
more endurillg in its effects than any spirituous liquor, and free from 
all after bad conseqnences. 

Where large fleets of fishing boats are assembled, it is a com
mon practice for the whole fleet to follow the course pursued by' 
the first boat that puts to' sea, and to nm for the same fishin(J' 
gr?und. Th~s may be a wise mode of procedure where the ct'r~ 
talllty of findlllg a b~c1y of fish in that particular quarter may have 
been alr('~dy ascprtaln('d, but when this happens not to have been 
the case, It would be lIluch. more ad visable for the b5ats to go in 
st'parate (!OlIrSt'S, so as to Increase the chance of some of them 
falling in with th~ body of fish; and when that has been disco
vered, the .other boats of the fi('et might afterwards join them, and 
~hus all might fish successfully; whereas by the present practict', 
I! the fish are not encountered by the first boat the whole fleet are 
lIkely to be II d· . d ' equa y lsappomtt'. Under any circumstances. the 
?oats should not crowd too much together, but leave sufficient 
mtervals of ro?m between each other, so that the trains of net 
n:lay be shot WIthout allY risk of one train interfering with, or get
tm~ entangled with another. A good and efficitlnt net ought to 
be ;)0 yards lo?g on the back rope, by 14 yards dt'ep: and a good 
and proper tram should contain 26 of these nets, han'ging in sue-
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CE'Ssibn from the back ropE', thus containing altogether 18,200 
square ;:ards, stretching over a line of sea of 1300 yards in length, 
The svvmg or net rope should be about 120 yards long, so that the 
whole length of nets and line may stretch along 1120 yards of sea, 
or about, f').ur-fift~s ?f a mile. These nt'ts should be properJy tan
ned; and If done With the drug called catechu; or terra Japonica 
it will be found much better than oak-bark; but care lIIust b~ 
taken when using it, n'ot to overdo the process, otherwise the 
meshes may become contracted, and too much hardenE'Cl. Sir 
William Burnet's patent likewise has been founel extremely (Tood 
for the preservation of nets. And further, while on the sUbject 
of nets, it may be well that fishermen should know that Messrs. 
Jamieson, of 'Kilbirnie,..and MI'. Patprson, at :.vlnsselburgh, have 
manufactured a ,particular dpscription of small tvrine for nets, 
which, whilst it is equally strong with the common net, is much 
less easily seen by the fish in the water, and 'has consequently 
bepn found by experim.ents made by orders of the Board, to be 
mnch more successful than the ordinary nets. 

The train of nets having been carefillly and regularly coiled np 
in the boat, should, on arri\'ing at the fishing gronnd, bt:' gradually 
shot out with equal care and attention, and then the boat lips with 
the train attached to it. 4>\ fter the train shall have remained in 
the water for slIch a lpngth of time as may apppar neces§ary for 
allowing the herrings to mesh, during whi<.:h time thp nets must 
have been occasionally pullpd lip a little and t:'xamined, so that 
when no likelihood of herrings may appt'ar, tht' npts may be haliled, 
the ground shifted, and the nets shot elsewhere; and -VI'hen it is 
found that the herrings have meshed. the train must be carefully 
and not too rapidly hauled up, And now come,; a part of the 
fi:,hing procpss which demands the most serious attention from the 
fishermen, as the future valu .. of the fish may be immensely dete
rioratpd if this part of these instructions be neglected. 1 he whole 
of the fish should be carefully shaken out from each Succps::5ive 
part of the net as it is taken into the boat. If this is not done, 
the herrings are liable to be much jerked about with every pull the 
net receives whilst in the boat, and so they are stripped of their 
scales, are brnised, torn, and broken, and become soft, and more 
or It:'ss tainted, and cOllseql1ently they are thus, evpll bpfore curt', 
rendered to a great extent unmarketalJle; whilst herrings immedi
ately shaken from the nets in themai1nerhereenjoined.beiug 
alive at the time, fall easily from the meshes into the' bottom of 
the boat, where they remain in a beantiful state, with every scale 
adherillD' to them, and continue firm and uninjmed until the boat 
reaches 

0 

the beach, wbere they are immediately and promptly 
delivered. To secure attention to this most important matter, 
fish-curers, in contracting with fishermen, tshould make an arrange
ment that all herrinD'S brouD'ht to the shore in the nets should be . 
paid for at a reduced

o 
price't and no indulgpDce should be allowed 

as to this rule, l1nlpss in 'cases where stormy weather may have 
rendered it impossible for the fishermen to shake the herrinl?s out 
of the nets whi1<;t hauling. It becomes the more essential to 
impress aU this the more strongly both on fishermen and curers, 
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tl t the plan of shakinO' out the bE'rrings from the nets as thE'y are 
h:~IE'd is but too seld;m followed, and this in defiance of all the 
means which the Board of Fisheries' has taken to get the proper 
practice pursued, its Commiss~nnE'rs having, so far ba?k as the 
~2d Jl1IlP 1816, issued, throl!gh Its secretary, an o~dE'r to It" officE'rs 
to do all in their power to promote the adoption of this most im
portant p.ra~tice? but notw~thstanding all the exert!ons of the 
officers It 18 stIll very lHllversally neglected., I t IS earnestly 
hoped, Lowever, that U;e fish-curers .. t.o wl~om a !l1ode of correctil~g 
the evil has been pointed Ollt as eXlstlllg 111 theIr own hands, wIll 
now seriously bestir themselves to put an ~nd to the prac~ice of 
allowin'" the hl'rrings to be brought ashore 111 the nets, whICh so 
mnch d~stroys thE'm e\'E'n before a single stE'P is taken in the pro
cess of cure, Another precaution would be highly valuable if it 
could bt' ad"pted. If a piE'ct' of an old sail were fitted so as to 
co\'''r the space from the mainmast of the boat to the pnmps, tl~e 
1lI0nlE'nt afCl:'r the herrings were shaken int~ it' from the nE'ts, and 
lIIade fast over each gnnnE'l, so as not to interfere with thl:' manage
ment of the boat eitlu'r in sailing or rowing, tIle fish would be kept 
frol1l all risk of suffering from the sun, and if a boat-hook or boom 
were placE'd fore allll aft undE'r it, thE'y would be protected both 
from rain amI spa water until ready for delivery. Thes~ precantions 
would ~()t only prl:'serve the fish in prime condition till the curing 
process should COmlllE'nCe, but tllP boaes crew would find tllPir 
accoupt in attending to tlwm, from the grE'at saving of time and 
labour which would thus be secured to them on thl"ir landing. 
Thus a crew which might reach the shore at six o'clock, A. M" 
with a large takE' of herrings, having their nets all shakE'n, and the 
fish ready for immediate remo\'al, might land, spread their nets, or 
hang them on the drying poles, and, in ordinary circllmstances, 
they m!ght havE' their fish dE'liverE'd liy ten o'clock, get themsE'lvE's 
washed, and take t.hE'ir victuals, and then go to bed and sleep 
comfortably fnur or fise hours, aft!'r which they would have ample 
time to mE'nd their nE'ts, and to carrv them down to the boat, so 
a~ to be fE'aely to procE'E'd to the fishery, full of that strength, 
vIgour, and E'nergy necE'ssary to prOSE' cute it successfully; whilst 
othE'r fishermE'n, on the contrary, who have had similar Sllccess, 
but who may have hauled their nets without shaking the fish out 
of th"m, have all this to do aftE'r reachin<7 the harbour a11d that 
with much difficulty, for it is often found to be so im~ossible to 
(lraw the 111:'ts from under the fish, that those on the top require to 
be shoVE'IlE'd to another part of the boat, or landed, before all the 
nets can be got out, the "ffects of all which on fish cauO'ht durinO" 
the hotter months may be easily imaginE'd. Bnt as r~gards th~ 
fishE'rmen themselvE'S, from all these difficulties, the day is far spent 
before the fish are delivered, and the nets all spread out or hnng 

. up, so. that b~fore they have reached home. washed and had food, 
there IS .no tIme left for slE'ep,' or for mending their nets, and the 
p.reparatlOn for the ensuing night's fishery is begun without befit
tIng energy. Such crews, too, often arrive so late at the fishing 
ground. from. these c,ausE'S, that tbey cannot easily find a clear berth 
to shoot tlmr nets 111; and when they do obtain it, no sooner are 
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the nets fairly out of the boat than the men are asleep, or at all 
events they are so fatigued from want of rest. that they have not 
courage to haul their nets. so as to change their grnund if neces
sary, and to take a second shot, and therefore, they thus too often 
return disappointed. 

When the herrings are landed fro In the boat, they ought to be 
measured by the legal cran measurf', and not counted, unless th(~ 
quantity taken be so small as not to fill a cran measure. ..\s it 
is for the interest of both fishermen and fish-curers that the Cran 
mf'asure should be used, as it affords the truest and justest mode 
of dealing both for buyer and seller, everyone should 'unite in put
ting an end to the practice of reckoning the fish by numbers, as 
the law is, that nothing is to be used but the cran measure, having 
the brand of the Board of Fisheries on it. 

FISH-CURERS. 

If Fish-Curers have the desire they ought to have, to compel 
the men who fish for them to handle the llf'rrings w.ith proper care 
from the time of their capture to that of their delivery, they should 
certainly rio their best to set them a good example, by seeing that 
every thing is done in their own department strictly as it should 
be: If they leave their herrings after df'livery in the cnring boxes, 
exposed to the slln or rain, it is not very likely that they will have 
much influence in persuading the fishermen to shake the tlerrings 
out of their nets as they are hauling them, or to t.ake any other 
necessary precaution for their preservation, sE'eing that all such 
care would be thrown away if the fish-curer should thl1s neglect 
the herrings after he has received them. It is the fish-curer's 
business, therefore, to see that the receiving boxes and tubs have 
proper awnings over them. 'and likewise that the barrels, when 
packed, are properly covered and protected from the .snn and rain; 
and much of the good or bad character of British cnred herrings:; 
will depend on the attention which may be paid by curers to these 
injunctions, for the neglect of them may, and probably will give an 
iucurable taint to the fish. The sooner salt is applied to the her
rings the better, as it secures the adhesion of the scales, so impeJr
tant" to the after appearance of the fish. For this purpose, salt 
should be sprinkled over them as they are emptied in. snccessive 
portions from the Cran mpasI<re into the receiving or gutting-box. 
All herrings should be gutted, cured and packed, on the day they 
are caught. If this cannot be accomplished, they ought not to be 
cured as gutted herrings. They may, however, be cured as un
gutted herrings, or made into red herrings. 

GUTTERS. 

Gutting, and packing also, sho~lld com.me~ce immE'diately after 
the first cran is delivered; but tIllS prachce IS too ~uch neglected, 
particularly on days when the fisl~ing has ~een partIal, .or when the 
state of the tide-may have occasIOned an Irregular deItvery. A.I
thouah a number of gntters are in attendance, they do not begm 
until"'sJlCh a quantity of fish is delivered as will give constant e~
ployment to all. Thus unnecessary. dela~, exposure,. and deteno
ration of the fish take place; all whICh nught be obVIated on such 
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days. and the parties satisfied, by dividing the pllyment, for the 
whole number of barrels gutted and packed, eq.ually among all. 
A most important matter is, to. see that ,the herrmgs are properly 
picked and assorted into mat~es, full-fish, and s~ent-fish; and 
this should be done as the guttJllg gOE'S on, by havmg baskets or 
tubs for each particular sort; and to prevent all after mistake, the 
bl:lrrE'ls into which thE'se sevE'ral sorts of fish are separately packed. 
should be immediately, and severally, marked by means qf a marl~
ing iron, with the respective letters, M--, F--, or S--. 

Great care should be taken by gutters and packers to remove 
all fish ,,·hich have lost thE'ir heads, or which have bepn broken, 
bruised, or torn in the bellies, so that they may be packed 
separately. _ , , 

Bad gutting, and tearing the belhes of the fish, often arises from 
the knives being blunt. To prevent this, the gutting knives should 
be collected, and delivered to one of the coopers eYery evening, 
who should have the particular dllty of sE'!:'ing them all carefully 
sharpened on a smooth stone, and retul'11t'd to the gutters in the 
morning. Due attention to this wijl be likely to produce neater 
gutting; the bones will be cut and not left exposed; and the fish 
will not present that ragged appearance which so often disfigures 
them. vVhethE'r the fish are gutted for continental sale or for ex
pal tution out of Europe, the orifice left at the top of the belly of the 
fish sho?tld be as small as possibl!:', and particular-aUention should 
be paid that the breast be not lacerated or torn down, so as to IE'Rve 
the bdnes exposed. The incision with the knife should be made in 
the throat quite down to the back bone, and the knife turned round 
with the hano, and drawn upwards under the breast fins, and not 
downwards along the belly of the fish, otherwise the orifice will be 
made too largp, and the roe or milt will he exposed. 

The fish must be cleared, not only of the gut, but of the liver, 
stomaeh, and gills; which last, being full of blood, is known to 
taint the fish in a short time after it is killed; and the incision of 
the knife should be made (lawn to the back bone, so as to allow 
the blood to flow freely from the great blood-vessel of the fish, 
"!]lich "ill tend much to the after preservation of the herring. 

I n order to understand the Dutch manner of, gutting herrings, 
we must suppose that the fish is held in the hollow of the left hand 
with its b~lly uppermost, and the head and shonlders projecting 
about an mch before the fbre-finO'er al1d thumb' that the O'uttin"
knife .is held in the rig~lt .hand,'" with the fore:finger ane!'" thu:b 
gr~spmg the blade to '~Itllln all inch or so uf the point; let the 
klllfe thpn be plunged Into the throat of the fish at tllP side next 
the right hand, and thrust down so as to touch the back-bone and 
so forced through to the other side, with the point a little Pl'oje~ting 
thel'~from, al1dlet the fore-finger then be turned over the, hea~ of 
the fish, and pl~ced under the point of the knife, and the flat-part 
of the thumb lmd on the br~ast-fins or grip of the, fish, and -p.ressed 
on ~he broad part of th.e klll:e; the entrails are thon to be gently 
stal te~, the gut and glb seIzed between the kmickles of the fore 
and mlddle.fingers,. and a sudden pull g~ven, by which mp.~ns the 
crown-gut, anatollncally called the pyloric appendages, will be left 
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banging from tile body of dIe fish, wilile the giI1s, fore-fins, heart, 
Jiver, Ikc , will fall into the hollow of the hand. This is what is 
un~ers~o~d to be the mode of gutting practised by the DlItch, In 
whICh It IS necessary to o~erve, tbat only one pull is rC:'quired to 
bring away every thing that they consider to be necessary, when 
the operation bas been performed in a proper manner. In the 
British method, the only difference is, that a second, and sometimes 
even a third and fourth pull are necessary, because the whole of 
the intestines, including the crown-gut are extracted. It will thns 
be found, that the breast or belly of the fish is mOi5t frequently la
cerated in the act of removing those parts of the entrails, owing to 
the gutters rnaki)lg the pull downwards towards the tail of the fish, 
instead of making it upwards towards the head. Curers should 
therefore give the most particular instructions to tht>ir gutters to 
make the pull upwards and not downwards, so as to leave the ori
fice as small as possible, and to prevent the breast of the fish from 
being torn. That mode of gutting by which the crown-gut is left 
attached, is peculiarly well' adapted for the continental market. 
where it is believed that the crown-gut has a powerful influence in 
improving the flavour of the fish, allQ where the appearance of the 
herring is held to be greatly injured when it has been by chance 
removed. 

PACKERS. 

The packing of the fish should be proceeded with as expeditiously 
as the gutting, and in fact, both operations should be carried on at 
the same time, the usual proportion of persons employPd being two 
in gutting to one in packing. The moment the first herrings are 
gutted, the curing process should begin. The proportion of salt to 
be llsed must vary accosding to the l'lE'ason of the year and the 
nature of the fish, as well as the market for which it may he des
tined. The Dutch use one barrel of small Spanish or Portuguese 
"a1t for sprinkling eleven barrels of herrings, in order th.at they 
may be more convenientlv handled, alld one barrel of !Heat salt for 
paC'king seyen and a haIr" or eight barrels of herrings fur the Euro
pean market; and if this quantity should be fonnd rather small, an 
additional plateful of salt is introduced into the middle of the cask to 
supply the deficiency. The calculation for each barrel of herrings 
may be about five-sixteenths of a barrel of coarse Spanish salt. 
It must be observed, however, that whilst the Dutch mode of cure 
may produce a' perishable article of luxury for the table, it is not 

• capable of producing that imperishable article of commerce ~e
quired by British and continental mer?hants. But the p~rtIes 
employed in the cure mnst be the best Judge~ of the q~antlty of 
salt to be used for the different markets for wlllch the herrings may 
be intended. It is, moreover, difficult to lay down any well defined 
rule as to this point, from the circu~stance, th~t there are ~e\'C:'ral 
qyaliLies and siz!:'s of Liverpool fishmg salt, whlC? are of. different 
degrees of stre~th. Many curers use on]~ one kmd, ~llllst others 
use a mixture, and very frequently both LIsbon and LIVerpool salt 
ar.e joir.t1y used for curi~g the herrings of the same barrel. Thus 
the quantity of salt reqUIred for fish free from glut, and ear~y salted 
under cover, would be quit!:' insufficient for fish mixed WIth gl~t, 
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Rnd delivered in the afternoon of a sultry or .wet day. It must be 
remembered, howe\'er, that the use of S.paIlIsh or ~ortuguese salt 
would produce a much better curro artJCI~ than IS .pro~uced by 
Liverpool salt. The 11erriHgs Rlre then carned to the ro~~slDg-tu~8, 
where they receive Un:~ first part of the cmt', called rousing or rOil
ing-that is, working them well to and fro a~mong salt. In p~r. 
forming this operation, the packers Sh4i>ldd mIx a proper quantIty 
of salt among the fish as they are emptied .into the rOl~sing-tubs, 
and the herrinas should be tumf'd over continually, until a proper 
proportion shall have adl~ered to ea:ch. 'Vh~n this has been done, 
a small qaantlity of salt should be scattered In the bottom of 'each 
barrel, and the packer should begin by laying ,the herrhlgs into the 
barrel in regular tiers, each tier being composed of rows laid across 
the barrel, taking care to keep the heads of the herrings at eaell 
end of the ·row, close to the inside of the staves of the barrel, with. 
their tails inward, and making up the deficiency in the middle of 
t'ach row by laying herrings in the same line. Care should be 
taken to sc~tter salt on the heads. The head herrings should then 
be placed. These are laid across the heads of the herrings already 
forming the tier, and these herrillgs should also receive a sprinkling 
of salt, which should likewise be thrown into the centre of the tier. 
Th(' f>t'cond tier must be packed in the same way, taking care that 
the herrings shall be placed directly across those of the first, and 
80 011 alternately, the herrings of each successive tier crossing those 
of that below it. .-\ proportion of salt should be distributed over 
each tier, St. Ube's or Lisbon salt being always preferred for this 
purpuse. When the barrel is completed, a little additional salt 
should be put Oil the top tier. Herrings intended for the Continent 
should be packed on their backs; but for the I rish market they 
ure preferred when packed flat, or more on their sides. The fish 
in each barrel should be all of the same kind and quality through
ou.t. The nefarious practice of packing inferior herrings in the 
mIddle bf the barrel. or superior herrings at the top is always dis
covered, sooner or later, to the confusion and loss of character of 
the curer. The barrels should be filled above the chime of the 
cask, in which state they are allowed to stand till the following 
d.ay, or even longer. when by the pining or shrinking of the her
nngs from t~e effects of salt, they fall down so much in the barrel, 
that It reqmres to be filled np. 'rhe moment the barrels are 
packed. tl~ey should ?e properly covered over, to ~revent the sun's 
rays or raIn penetratlOg the fish. All vessels wlllch go to cure on 
open beaches or shores should be provided with old sails, or some' 
~,ther such covering, to protect the fish from the sun and rain; for 
1~ spread on. the beach without any such protection, they will infal
hbly bespolled. 

COOPERS. 

It is the duty of the co.oper to see that all his barrels are properly 
made, and.of the ~egal Size. It is of the greatesbtimportance that 
he. ~hould as~e~tam ~whether they are sufficiently tight for cou
ta,l.nlng the ongmal pI~kle, because there is no after remt'dy for the 
~\ 11 effects produced In the fish by its escape. Barrels should be 
(;{Instructed of well-seasoned wood, and be made tight in the bot-



No, '24 Append~, 273 

toms and seams, and croze, by introducing the broad-leafed water 
plant called the sedge or flag, which wonld tend to secure the ori
:gin~l pickle under all circnmstances, During the period of the 
'cnrlllg, the cooper's first employment in the morning should be to 
-examine every barrel packed on the previous day, in order to dis-
-cover if any of them, have lost tlte pickle, so that he may have all 
such barrels l1!lme,dlately repa,cked, salted, and pickled, A very 
common practIce lS to pour plCkle repeatedly into barrels of the 
previous day's packing, which have thus run dry, without having 
in the first place, secured tb!l leak; and then aftprwards to use the 
herrings of such dried barrels for filling up such barrels of herrings 

''3S are weB cured and tight; This is a practice which should never 
be a~lowed, as the distribu~ion of these dry, and consequently bad 
:herrIngs, ,amongst the herrings of a number of otherwise well cured 
:barrels, has a tendency to destroy the whole. 

As already stated, the (!ooper in charge should see that the 
gutters are furnished Bvery morning with sharp knives. He should 
be careful to strew salt among the herrings as they are turned into 
'the gutting boxes-give a general but strict attention to the gut
ters, 'in order to insure that ,they do their work properly-see that 
the herrings are properly sorted, and that all the broken and in

Jured fish are removed-take care that the fish are sufficiently and 
effectually roused. Then he should see that every barrel is sea
soned with water, and the hoops properly driven before they are 
given to the packers, He should lihwise keep his eyes over the 
paCkers, to see that the tiers of herrings are rE'glllarly laid and 
salted, and that a cover is-placed on every barrel immediately after 
it has been completely packed. The cooper should write with red 
keel or black coal the name of the packer on the bottom or quarter 
{)f each barrel as it is delivered, together with the da,te of packing, 
and the letter M, o-r F, or S, for mixed, fuB, or spent fisb, as 
the {)ase may be. Where this excellent regulation is practised, 
it is found to be a check to bad or imperfect selection, as well as to 
bad gutting and irregular salting; and it prevents the different 
-descriptions of herrings from being packed up together, when the 
barrels are lmheaded in order to be filled up, or for being bung 
packed . 

.Atfter the herrings have been allowed one, two, or at most, three 
'<lays to pine, ,the barrels shonl.d be filled up with herrings of the 
'same date as to capture and cure, and of the same description as 
those which tt~ey contain, care being taken not to {lQur off much 
pickle, or urtBuly to pres,s tIre fish. The ba,rrels sho~:tld, then be 
-headed up and tighteJled In the hoops, and laid on their Sides, and 
ithis ,always under cover, so as to be shaded from .the Bun's rays, 
which are seriously injurious to the fish; and they should be'rolled 
llalf 'Over every second 'Or tbird d-ay, until they are bung, p~cked, 
which part of the process of cure should be perfor~ed wlthlll fif
teen days from the ilate of the capture of the hemngs; and not 
'Sooner than that period, if it be the ,o~ject ~f tl~e curer to obtain 
the official brand of the Board of BrItish Flshenes at bung pack
ing. When the pickle has been sufficiently pou~e~ off, a handful 
<Of $alt~ if required, should be thrown around the InSides of the bar-

IS 
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J d tIle herrin<Ys should be pressed close to the insides or the 
re s, an '" d ., ddt f I-s and additional fish of the same escrlptlOn an a e 0 cure 
~;~l~l(i be packed in until the barrel is pr?perly filled, after wh~ch 
it should be flagged, headed, blown~ and tl~htened; and the curing 
marks should be scratched on the SIde. 'I he barrel may then have 
its pickle poured in, and be finally bunged up. 

REPACKING HERRINGS. 

For the pnrpose of preserving the fish in warm climates, an? in 
order to enable them to be exported out of Europf', all herrings 
must be repacked; and before the repacking ~ommences" fifteen 
days must have inten'ened from tl.le date of theIr captqre and first 
saltin<J". For this purpose the herrmgs mnst be f'mptIed out of each 
barrf'I""in which thf'y Wf're originally packed, into a large tub or box, 
fillf'C1 with clean fresh water, where they are washed and freed from 
all glut; aftrr which they are placed in open basket,S, to allow the 
water to escape, and then weighed, when 224 los. of fish are allowed 
to each packer for every barrel. The fish are then regularly re
packed into the same barrels, and Liverpool great salt is strewed 
on each tier as packed, until the barrel is full; the fish are then 
dunted, that is, the head is jumped upon by the packer, and when 
the quantity of fish weighed does not fill the barrpl more is added. 
The barrel is then hpadpe], flagged, and tightellt'd; the quarter of 
the head end of the barrd hooped up, and an iron binding hoop, 
ODe inch in breadth, dri ven on each end; the chime hoops are then 
nailed, which completes the procpss of full-binding. Thf' barrels 
are then placed in tiers-each bored in 'the centre of the bulge
filleJ up with strong pickle made from clean salt--and bunged; 
and they are then ready for inspection, official branding, and ship
ment to any place out of Europe. 

Hprrings are called sea sticks when they are shipped off soon 
after being taken and cnred, so as to be first in the market for early 
consumption, and so to obtain a high price. When barrels con
taining sea stick herrings are cured on board of vessels cleared out 
for the fiEhery, or shipped to be carried to other stations, if the lower 
t!ers are not carefully stowed, and the barrels well hooped and 
tlgl:tene.d, th.eyare apt to lose the pickle, and if kept for any length 
ofyme ln t1118 s!ate, they "rill be fonnd on landing to be gilded and 
taInted. Sufficlent attention and care will prevent this, and if it 
be properIy guarded against, the cure of the herrings will be im
pro\'erl by the :"oyage, as they will be free from undue pressure, 
a~d as they vnll be found when opened to be well flooded with 
pICkle. Whether the barrels of herrings are prepared for the official 
brand .of the Boor~ of British Fisheries or not, tlH'Y should be kept 
constantly. full of pICkle, and where a leak appE'ars, the barrel should 
be mad.e tIght, or the fish ShOllld be taken from it and repacked into 
a ~ufficIent barrel: Barrels shonld be rolled half round weekly until 
shlpmen~. Her~l11gs must h~ve been cured for fifteen days before 
the offiCIal brana can be apphed ror. If the curer wishes to have 
the brand, he must gi\-e the officer notice stating that it is his 
i?tention at such a time and place to have s~ many barrels of her
nngs brandec1-maties or full fish-as the case may be, and as a. 
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matter of course the officer attends. In the first place he sees that 
I ' ' t 1e owner s name, with the place where and the year when cured, 

are branded on the barrels, all of which should be done prior to the 
offi.cer's appearance. The officer haviflg taken the required decla
ratIon of the curer, and gauged the barrels, each of which ouaht to 
be of a size capable of containing 32 gallo'hs English wine me~sure, 
he p.roceeds to examine the casks and herrings, causing so many 
thereof to be opened for his inspection, taking out the heads and the 
bottoms of the alternate barrels respectively, so as to satisfy himself 
that the herrings are in 'all parts of the barrels perfectly what they 
ought to be, before he proceeds to apply the brand to them. 

A cooper should be in constant attendance on board of every 
ve?sel during the time herrings are shipping, to replace. hoops, 
chImes, or any other damage the barrels may have sllstained by 
cartage, and to nail the chime hoops, if not previously done. The 
master of every vessel should be bound to use slings, and not crane 
hooks, for hoisting the barrels on board, and to stow every barrel 
bung upwards, without the use of a crow-bar. 

The superiority of Dutch cured herrings arises chiefly from 
scrupulous attention being given to the different directions which 
have been detailed in this Treati~e, and in a great degree also to 
Li~bon or Saint Ube's salt only, being used in their cure, as well as 
to their being packed into oak barrels alone, whilst ours are cured 
with Liverpool salt, and packell into barrels made of birch or alder. 

1'\s it is extremely desirable, and very much for the interest of 
fishermen, and all parties concerned in the herring fisheries, that 
the practice of taking herring fry, or undersized herrings, should be 
put an end to, each fisherman should hold it to be his duty to aid 
the Board of British Fisheries in stopping it. It is chiefly under 
the pretence of taking sprats or garvies that this destructive practice 
is pursued. It is therefore important that the distinguishing marks 
of the young herring, and the garvie or sprat, should be so generally 
known as to be rendered familiar to all. These have been described 
by Mr. James Wilson, of \Voodville, the well known naturalist, in 
a communication made to the Secretary of the Board, from which 
the following is extracted :-

"1st. The first character to which I would direct your attention, 
is one which.is so distinguishable by touch as well as sight, that it 
would be quite easy by means of it to divide into two separate por
tions the largest and most intermingled mass of these fishes, even 
in total darkness. I refer to the jagged or spiney edging 1'Vhich 
prevails along the lower o.utline o.f the sprat ?r garvie, almost all 
the way from throat to talL TIllS character IS scarc~ly at all per
ceptible in the true herring. It is slightly: developed !J1 the fry, but 
soon disappears. It seems never ~bsent 111 .the garvIe, but gro,,:s 
with its growth, and presents so stIff a !ootlllng along .the abdol111-
nalline, that if a fish is held not very tIghtly by the sIde~ between 
the finaer and thumb, and then a finger of the other hand IS pressed 
along tllat under line from tail to.throat, .the projections will present 
so much resistance that the fish Itself WIll be moved forwards. 

"2nd. The eye of the herring is proportional~y larg~r than th~t 
of the garvie, so that if yon place a young herring beSIde a garne 
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of greater size, its eye will nevertheless be larger tha~ that of ~~le 
VI'e and if th~ fishes are themselves of the same SIze, the dlf-gar , . I 

ference of the eye will be of c~l1I'se the n:ore p~rceptltJ~. . 
"3rd. The third character IS less ObVIOUS, ull attentIon IS called 

towards it than the two ,Preceding, but it is of equal importance, 
beina not iess constant and discriminative. If you observe the 
position of the dorsal or back fin of the h~rring, and supP?se a·line 
drawn perpendicularly downwards from Its foremost portIOn where 
it enters the back, yon will find that such line. will inv~riably fall 
in advance of the ventral or belly fin beneath It. But If you draw 
a similar line from the front portion of a garvie's dorsal fin, it will 
invariably drop beltind the insertion of the ventral fin. 

"5th. The fourth character of ,distinction results from or is 
connected with the character just mentioned. There is a shl)rter 
space and fewer divisionalliIles between the pectoral or breast-fin, 
and the ventral fin in the garvie, tha.n in the herring, so that the 
anterior portion of the body is less elongated. 

"5th. The divisional plates, or segments, which occupy the 
lower space between the pectoral and ventral fins, are larger in 
size and fewer in number in the garvie than in the herring, there 
being about fifteen in the former, and about twenty in the latter. 
In conformity with this distinction in the outer aspect, the number 
of ribs is different, being considerably smaller in amount in the 
gar vie than in the herring. 

" Many other distinctions of a minuter kind are known to natu
ralists, but I think the preceding will suffice for the object you have 
in view, viz. that the difference between the sprat or garvie, and 
the 'fry of the true herring, may be ascertained with ease and 
accuracy by all who desire to do so." 

By order of the Honorable the Commissioners. 

Royal InsNtution, 26th June, 1845. 

THOS. DICK LAUDER, 
Secretary Board oj Fisheries. 

DIRECTIONS FOR CURING COD, LING, TUSK, AND HAKE • 

. Before noti.cing the cure of cod, ling,' tusk, and hake, it may be 
fIght to mentIOn, that where circumstances afford it, welled smacks 
should always be employed in the capture of the fish; for the 
~sht'rmen can not only better preserve their bait in good condition 
In such craft, but the process of cleaning and salting the fish as 
the;:- are caught can be carried on in tht'm with the greatest con
vemence and advantage. But whether the fishina be so prosecuted, 
or b~ mf:ans of boats, it is essential never to callow the lines to 
remain so ~ong t~at the fish ml!-Y die upon them; and if boats are 
employed In their capture, they ought to return to the shore with 
the fish as ~oon as possible after they are caught; and the fish 
taken ?n. different day.s ought never to be mixed together. , 

As It IS an. unquestlOn~ble fact, that two parcels of fish, which 
are of equal sIze anll quality when taken will from the difference 
of the cure alone, obtain very different p~ices 'in the same market, 
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it is obvious, tha~ not only the knowledge, but the practice, of the 
best .m0~le. of cunng, must be of the most essell:ial importance to 
the mdlvldual curers, as well as to the country from whidl the 
article of comm~r~e is to be exported .. A nd s~lrely, when it is 
understood, that it )s not extra expense, but only a little additional 
~ttelltion, that is necessary to produce this sllpe~iority of excellence 
11~ the ~sh cured, and that all the attention required may be easily 
glv~n 111 the course of the operations of bleeding, cleaning, and 
<lrYll1g, by the fishermen or their families,-it may be hoped, that 
curers or their superintendents will, for tlH'ir own sakes, see that 
e\'erything necessary be promptly and efficiently done, that may 
.ensure a ready and profitable sale for their fish. 

Perhaps the best process of cure is that practised in Yorkshire, 
where the object of the curers is to produce the finest fish for the 
Spanish market. As this affords by far the highest price for fish, 
it onght to be the study, as it is obviously the interest of all fish· 
curers, to brihg their a~ticle of commf'rce' to such a degree of per
fection as may make sure of this .market. That this must be well 
worthy their best endeavours, is best proved by the fact, that the 
curers at Eyemouth, by entering into direct correspondence with 
some of the principal Spanish merchants in London, are now 
{)ffered for STAMPED COD what amounts to £3 a ton more than 
they got previously. Any curer, in any quarter, may have an 
~pportunity of opening up such a direct correspondence, byappli
cation to Mr. Campbell, the chief officer of the Board of British 
Fisheries in London, who will be happy to inf{)rm applicants of the 
names of the firms of the different Spanish honses; but it must be 
{)b~erved, that no attempt to do so need be made unless the fish are 
.of snch quality as to merit the OFFICIAL STAMP, and that they 
shall have .actually received it from the Fishery Officer of the 
<listrict. 

The mom.ent a fish is taken off the lwok it should be bled. 
This may be done by the person who is employed in taking it off 
the hook .. The fish mnst then be headpd, split up, and gutted,
in doing which, the sound should be carefully preserved for cure. 
The fish should then have the bone removed, care being taken 
that it shall be cut away to within twenty or twenty two joints 0f 
the tail, not directly across, but by the splitter pointing the knife 
towards the tail, and cutting the bone through two joints at once, 
in a sloping direction, so as to lpave the appearance of the figure 
8. This look;; best, and it has this advantage, that the fish are 
not mangled, as they are apt to be when the bone is cut square 
through one joint. A slight incision should be also ~~de along all 
the adhering part of the bone, to allow any remallllng blood to 
escap!' and the splitter should then drop his fish into. clean water. 
The fi~h should then be thoroucrhly washed in the sea from aU im
purities; but where this cann~t so immE'diately be accomplished. 
they should be dropped instantly into a large tub or vat full of sea 
water, where they should be carefully washed, and the water sh~uld 
be poured out of it when it gets foul, and fresh water supplied. 
Care must be taken to remove the black skin that adheres to the 
laps Df the fish. 
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If these operations cannot all be performed on ~oard the fishing 
ft immediately after capture, the fish, upon beIng taken off the 

~~~k, and immrcliately bled, which is absolutely essential, should 
be put into bo;\f's, or son~e convenience, to k.eep them from exposure 
to the ail', ani! from being trampled o~, winch would be extremely 
hurtful to them. But it may be agall1 rep~ated, !~lat the more of 
the aboye opf'rations that can be performed lmmedlately after cap
ture the belter. If the salting can be done on board the craft, it 
will be of the "reatest advantage, as the "ooner the fish are in salt 
after they are taken out of thpir native element, the greater is the 
chance that their cure will be successful. But, whetiH'r cllred at 
sea or on shore, they ought in no case to be permitted to remain a 
longer period before being l~id in salt tha!l forty eigh~ hours .. 

Some curers think, that Instead of laYll1g the fi:::h III salt ]mme
diatelyafter they are washed, they ought to be left to soak in water 
for tIT~h'e hours, 01' allowed to rE'lllain in a heap for the same period, 
before being saltpd. This has be(,11 done by many, und('r the im
pression that it will make the fis'l, when cured .in pickl.(', appear 
thick and plump at market, ani! because the coatll1g of shme found 
on the skin, when the fish come to be repacked or dried, thus be
comt's thicker and easier removed, than if the fish were saltE'd frorr. 
the washer's hand. But the fact is, that the swelling of the fiah, 
and the thick coating of slime, indicate tainting, and it is therefore 
obviolls that when fish remain without salt for twelve hours, the 
pickle will just so much the sooner become sour, so that the fish 
must be thereby illjured. Herrings, though 9 richer fish than cod, 
are never soaked in water before salting, or allowed to remain for 
hours without salt after being gutted; the reverse is the universal 
practice. In the same manner, therefore, the sooner that cod, ling, 
tusk, or hake, can be salted after being thoroughly washed, the 
better will the cure and the quality be, and the less salt will be re
quired. The salting should alwHYs be carried on in vats, tubs, or 
troughs, which should have covers. But whether the fish are to be 
so cured, or by that very inferior mode caned BULK, they must be 
regularly laid in layers on their backs, one over the other, each 
layer being carefully spread over with a sufficient quantity of salt, 
45. or 50 pounds of Liverpool salt per hundred weight of dried fish 
bemg about su~cient. Where this qnantity can not be given, a day 
or. two lo~ger 111 salt may be require .... d; and if salted in bulk, they 
Will certamly require to remain a few days loncyer. Over-salting 
is frequently practised to increase the weight of fish, but nothing is 
more fallacious,-not only is the sap thns extracted, and the fish 
m?-de lighter, . but as the drying advances, they become encrnsted 
With salt, ,,:lllch falls off at every handling, whilst 'the fish are so 
much detenora~ed, as to be rejected as salt-burned, or taken at a 
very reduced pnce. In Yorkshire, where the mode of cure is such 
~s to produce the most perfect article, the whole of the fish are salted 
~n tubs or vats, three days being generally allowed them to remain 
III s~lt, and one ton of salt is allowed to cure three tons of fish,
but If the ~sh. a~e large, more salt will be required 'than if they are 
smaller. . fhls ]S a dIfficult matter to manage where the climate is 
damp, for If the season happens to be wet, and the fish do not receive 
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a sufficient qilantity of salt, they will soon get mited. The know
ledge of their having taken in a sufficient quantity of salt, so as to 
be enough c~red in that respect, whether they are yet too soft, 
must be obtall1ed by the grip of the hand of an experienced Cllrer, 
lJefore they are taken out of the pickle. J f the fish be salted when 
fresh off the hook, they will take in no more salt th~n ,,-ill perfectly 
cure them,. h?wever much may be given them; but if they are not 
fresh, by glVlng them too much salt they will get salt-burned: 

A fter the fisll are drawn from the vats, thev should be well washed, 
and the pickle brushed out in the sea, <lr in sea wat!'r, and tht'n thev 
must be built up in a long pile on a stony beach, taking care tha:t 
each fish is placed in a sloping direction, that is to say, with its bead 
'higher than its tail, so as to allow the salt water to be well dripped 
(Jut of them. They may remain in this state for a day or'tVl'l) be
fore they are laid out for the plirpose of drying. 

By far the best mode of drying the fish, is that practised in 
Yorkshire, amI all fish·curers are earnestly recommended to -adopt 
it, as nothing will so certainly tend to ensure their fish taking in 
the Spanish market, which will amply repay them for any trifling 
additiolHil expense to which they may be put at first by making 
proper provision for it. The Yorkshire curers use flakes of wood, 
raised on posts three feet high, of such length as may be found 
most convenient, and about four feet wide. These are constmcted 
at top with a platform of cross bars, placed six inches asunder, on 
which tIll" fish are to be laid. The greatest possible advantage is 
derived from these flakes, and it is the earnest desire of the Board 
<of Fisheri~s to see them brought into universal use among fish
. curers, as they are far snperior to any stony beach whatsoever, 
howsoever favourable for the purpose. The great advantage of 
the flake .is, that it preserves the fish clean, and owing to the cur
rent of air passing unclerneath, the drying process goes on simul
taneously below as well as above; and it prevents all chance of 
the fish heing sunbur.t, blistered, or scalded, when first laid out, 
as frequently 11appens when they are placed on a hot stony beach 
;n a warm day. But when a stony beach is to he used, the great
("st .care should be taken not to lay the fish down when the stones 
are too warm from the heat of the sun, otherwise they will cer
tainly get sunburnt, and no subsequent care will be successful in 
curing them properly. J n all cast's, whether the flake or the 
beach be used, great care must be taken not to expose the fish 
to a powerful sun for the first few days, and that they be not 
dried too hastily, otherwise they will heat, become brittle, and 
loose from the skin, and appear as half roasted, and so be unsale
able. At first they should be laid on their backs; but towards 
night they should be laid back upwards, in small heaps or clamps, 
which ouO"ht to be jncreased in size as the fish gets harder; and, 
(IurinO" th~ process of drying, the fish may be laid with their back 
or. belly upwards alternately, as ?cca~ion may point out. As they 
acquire firmllt'ss, freqt1ent tUTnmg IS advantageous, and as the 
beaps become enlarged, stones or weights may be placed on them 
to facilitate pressing, which imparts to them a smooth an~ COI~I
pa.ct surface. When the fish are about half dried or so, It WIll 
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then be easy to tell whether t.hey have got too< f!luc-h 'salt, and: 
if so the skin side should be laJd up to the sun during the heat of 
the day for future drying, which will draw the salt from the sur
face of the fish side. and tend to make them appear a fi.ne greenish 
colour. When the fi"h are gathered together m heaps lJJ the even
ing, they should be careflllly cover~d with matting or can.v~s 
during the nirrht as well as wben damp weather prevents theJr~ 
being laid ou~ 'After a fortnight's drying, the fish should be put 
into a pack, or steeple, for the purpose of sweating, and they ought 
to be allowed to remain i~l that state for twelve days, carefllllv 
covered after which they should be laid out tl> dry for a week'; 
and the~ after 8weatillg thpIU a second time for f0ur or six days,. 
two or tl1l'~ m(}fe .days of drying should be suflieient to oomplHe 
them. But of course thts mllst all depend on the state of the· 
weather; and, according as that may be favouraoble (}f otherwise,. 
the w,l101e time employed in curing them may average from six tOo 
eight weeks. The pilling and sweatil~g of the fish is a .most im
portant part of the cure, and mllst be extremely well attended tQ~ 
for if not properly sweated befoI'e they are honseil, they will soon 
get mited, slimed, discoloul'<'d, and Ilnsaleable. F ish prepared for
the Spanish market require t() be highly salte-d, quite tra·nsparent. 
and of a pmI' greenish colour, and very hard dried. After the fisl •. 
are properly sweated, pined. and finished, they slwuld be housen, 
but never in a warm day, or warm from the beach or flakes; they 
should always be coUected in a cool state·-either in ·the evening. 
or morning-and with this precaution, and always provided that 
they have been properly pined and sweated, they will keep for- a, .• 

long time without be}ng slimed or mited, care berng taken to have 
the air excluded from them by proper covers, and by the-iT being 
put into a tight cellar or warehouse. Many of the Yorkshire 
cu;ers, when packing th.eir fish in their stores, after being fully 
dned, lay.a small quantIty of clean straw b:tween each layer of 
fish. ThIS tends to draw the surplus salt from the surface of the 
fish, prevents them from getting slimy or mited, and very' much. 
improves their- colour. ' 
. When fish ~aught i.n winte~ ?re to remain in salt until tile dry
~ng season arnves, a lIttle addItIonal salt is necessary, and. if laid 
III bulk, they sl!ould be carefully covered with matting or canvas. 
to ensure cleanlmess, and to prevent them flr'om getting discoloured. 

Wht;n the fish ~re to be cured i~) pickle, they may remp.in the 
same tIme salted III vats, before bemg repacked into barrels. On, 
removal they should be carefully scrubbed and washed with clean 
water, and the slime wen scraped off with a knife h:om the skin, 
and back fins. The fish may be then repacked in barrels, with, 
clean salt, and prepared for market. The number of fish in each 
barre~ should be scratched on the !>ide of it. For curing and re
packIng for th~ home m~rket, 84 lbs. of salt per barrel is sufficient" 
but 112 lbs. WIll be reqUired for fi~h intended for- exportation. 

By order of the Honorable the Commissioners. 

THO-:'.lAS DICK LAUDER. I 

R II 
Sec1'etary to the· Boal'd oj BTitish. Esherii!.s .. 

oya nstitution, 26th Jt4ne. 1845. . 
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DIRECTIONS FOR CURING COD, LING, 'l'USK, .AND HAlm, 
WET, OR IN PICKLE. 

This is a mode of curing which produces a valnable article of 
mnchandise-very lllseful in honsehold econ·omy, and its widel' 
extension lwcomes a most desirable object in promoting tbe inter
ests of the British Fisheries. The most approved mode of con
ducting this descrip.tion of cure is as follows:-

The fish having been properly split, scmbbPrl, and washrd. 
should be salted in large tubs, or sqnare boxes, capable of retaining 
the p.ickle, and properly covered from tbe stln and rain. After 
being forty eight hours in salt, they may be washed in clean fresh 
water, and the skin of each fish must be well scrubbed with a small 
heatlH'r scrubber, or a hand brush, which is sOIlH'times used for the
purpose. Having bern perfectly clearpd of slime, and wrll rillsed 
in cold ''rater, they are laid in a heap and allowed to d6p, and are' 
then repacked into barrels with clean salt. In performing this 
process, the skin side of the fish is kept next to the bottom of the 
barrel, and tllPy are frgularly packed up with a proper quantity 
of salt on each layer, keeping them a8 flat as possible, and close to
the sidrs of the bauel. The fish should be co-llected, and assorted 
into three o.r four sizes, and each size sl}(}uld be packed in different 
barrels. 

If the fish have been firmly packed, and the barrels allowed t() 
stand on end olle n~ght properly covered before being tightened, it 
wiII not be necrssary to jump upon them. The uppermost or top, 
fish in the barrel is then placed with the skin upwards, aDd salt is 
strewed on it. The barrels must then be fiaggrd and tightened,
laid down-tiered-bored Olll the sides-and fille-d up with picklp, 
which should always be made from ch-an salt, and it should be
skimmed when necessary, as any impurity in the pickle iujures 
the whiteness of the fish. 

The Humber and kind of fish contained in each harre! must then 
be scratched on the side, with the date of repacking, and if tbe
casks and fish are found on illspection to be in an respects agreeable 
to law, and to the Boarn's. regulations, the barrels may tlren be 
officially branded. 

By order of the Honorable the Commissioners. 
, "rHOMAS DICK LAUDER, 

Sec'!I. Board of Fi".hen·t'~_ 

Royal Institutiou, 26th June, 1845. 
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No. 25. 

REPORT OF THE HON. J. H. GRAY, 
ON THI> OP':R.ATJON OF TilE FISHERY I,AWS IN CHARLOTTE COUNTY. 

Saint John, December 31, 1851. 
SlR -Havin.o' bE'en appointed by Minute of Council, in con-
'''' , . t t t junction with thE' Hon. Mr. Hazen, a CommIt ee () repor upon 

"the opE'ration of the Fishery Laws in the County of Cha:l?tte, I 
have to st.ate, that it being inconvenient for Mr. Hazen to VISIt that 
County, I proceeilE'd thither a'~companied by M. I~. P~r~ey, Esq., 
"ho was invited to assist in making the necessary IOqumes. 

I have now the honor to report, that I reached Welch Pool on 
the 18th November last, on which day the first" Fish Show" was 
held tllE're by the Campo Bello Fishin~ SociE'ty. 

The Show was a very fair one; the samplE's -(If fish exhibited, 
both dry and pickled, w;re of E'xcE'llent quality, and gE'neralIy well 
cnred. The greatE'st ddiciency appeared in the dried cod, many' 
of which WE're not well split. Sufficient care had not been taken 
in removing the back bOtH', and consequently some blood remained, 
discolouring and injuring the quality of t.he fish. The attention of 
the fishE'rmen prE'sent was directed to this defect, and it was pro
mised that more perfE'ct fish should be produced at the next Show. 

The pickled an.d smoked herrings were particularly fine, and 
very well cured. 

A ;eturu of the sevE'ral dE'scriptions of fish exhibited, and of the 
premillms awarded to the successful exhibitors, is appended to this 
Report, marked No. l. 

AftE'r the Show, the fisherlUE'n met me at the School House, 
whE',ce an interesting discussion took place, on variol1S propositions 
and qUE'stiolls which I submitted to them. 

WEIRS. 

With regard to the herring weir.s at Campo Bello, it was stated 
that for one weir on the British side of the Quoddy River, so called, 
th~re were at lE'ast fi ve on the A merican side; and that !j,ny regu
latIOn, to bE' fullyeffecth'e, should be eqll.allv in force on both sides 
of the Boundarv_ • 

It was also stated by the fish~rmen, that spawning herriuO"s were 
not taken in. the .weirs, or if so, but very rarely. " 
" I~ .'ya~, h!{ewlse st~ted, that when herrings were taken by 

r1rwlng WIth torch-hght, as many small herrings were destroyed. 
as are now destroyed by the weirs. 

Upon the .qnestion whether the weirs were, or were not, injurious 
to the fisheries, the meeting divided in opinion; about one-third of 
those pn'sent considering them injurious. . 

One fisher~an. who spoke in opposition to the weirs, (Josiah 
Patterson,) saId It would be of no nse to put down the weirs 011 the 
shores of Campo Bello, unless those on the American side were 
put down also. He admitted that the weirs of Campo Bello were 
,-ery useful ~o the fishermen, as from them they procured their 
sup~ly of baIt for the line-fishing. He had seen a great man)'" 
herrmgs destroyed by "driving;" but of late years very few had 
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been destroyed by the weirs, although many were destroyed when the 
weirs were first built, from the want of proper attendance. He had 
signed a petition against the weirs some years ago, bllt that was on 
account of their taking young pollack, few of which they now take. 

It was admitted by those who did nofconsider the weirs injurious, 
that some regulation was necessary, with reference to the size of 
gates in weirs, and the material of which such gates should be 
composed. • 

Much depends on the situation of the weir, as to the size of the 
gate required. If a weir is dry only at low water, and is placed 
where there is a strong current setting, a small gate only will be 
necessary, if opened in sufficient tide-time for the escape of the fish. 
But wllPn a weir is built_ upon a long fiat, or becomes dry at half
tide, a much largE'r gate is required. 

It was suggestE'Cl by the l1:eeting, that the size of the gate should 
be regulated by the Fishery \V ardE'ns, according to the extent and 
position of each weir; but that no gate should be less than nine 
feet in width, and should be closed with net, or such other material 
as the 'Varden for the district should direct. 

Complaints were made that in several situations, but more 
especially at Grand Malian, wpirs were placed in passages bptween 
S!llall islands, and in narrow channpls, where tlH'y not only obstruct 
navigation, but also pre\'ented the fish from rE'sorting- to their usual 
in-shore feeding grounds, to the injnry of the fishE'riE's generally. 
It was proposed to remedy this grievance by giving enlargE'd pClVYE'rS 
to the Fishe'ry Wardens, so that they might without delay cause 
the removal of weirs which thus became a public nuisance, under 
propE'r restrictions, and the necessary safeguards for the protection 
of private rights. 

GURRY GROUNDS. 

The injury to the Fisheries, especially near Grand Marran, from 
throwing over upon the fishing grounds the lH'ads, bones, and other 
offal of the cod and scale fish, tE'chnically termed" gurry," was re
presented, an 1 the necessity of establishing propel' places for d('posi
ting such offal, usually called" gurry-grounds," was strongly urged. 

It appears that the Act 58 G. 0, cap. 2, was passed expressly 
for the purpose uf preventing this mode of injnring the FislH'riE's ; 
and it was made perpetual by the Act 3 G. 4, cap. 2. But both 
these Acts were repealed by thE' ,\ct 13 V. cap. 30, which COllfers 
on the General Sessions of the Peace, the power of making the 
necessary regulations. 

The (~eneral Sessions of Charlotte not having made auy regula
tions whatever in relation to the Fisheries, there is at presellt no 
means of preventing the throwing over of "gnrry" in improper 
places, where it causes very serious injury. It was proposed,. t!lat 
this evil should be remedied by Legislative enactmE'nt, glvlllg 
power to the ", ardens an~,~verseers o~ Fis~leries.to mark out and 
establish "gurry grounds 111 proper SItuatIOns. . 

It was urged, that these "gurry grounds" when establIshed, 
should be buoyed out, or otherwise distinctly dl.lfined, and that great 
care should be taken in their selection, so that they should not 
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interfere with the in-shore Fisheries, and yet afford every conve~lience 
to fi,;hing boats and vrssrls. It was sa!d, that IInlrss a stnng~nt 
law 011 this subject was rnactrd: and vIgorously enforced, the In-

shorr fisheries would in a short tIme be wholly destroyed.. . 
I t was subsequently stakel to mr, that the decay of the ~Ishenes 

on the shores of the New England States, once so plentIful, was 
attributed in a areat deerree to the want of a proprr "gl1l'ry " law, 

,,0 . fi I 
and its \"iaorous enforcrmt'nt. Intrlli<7l'nt A lIIerICan s lermen say, 
tltat the °want of fitting "gurry-gr~l1nds,': combined ",:ith the 
n bsence of laws .for the protrction of fish dUrIng the sp~wnJ.ng sra
son, have com billrd to illjure the .1\ el'\' England Coast FIshenrs very 
6t'riouslr and in lllany localities have destroyed them altogethrr . . ' . 

PROTECTJO).' OF THE SPAWNING GROuND. 

The fishermen at the meeting agl'erd in opinion, that it was 
necrssary, as wrll for the prrservatiou' of the IH'rring fishery, as of 
the line fishrries, that the spawning ground at the Southern Head 
of Grand Manan should be strictly prrserved during the spawning 
season, say from 15th Jllly to 15th October. A large majority of 
thosr present were in favonr of extending the limits of the spawning 
ground as defim'd in ,he Fishrry Act of last Session, so as to include 
the "'hole of Bradford's Co\'e; and Mr .• John Alexandrr, the Fishery 
\\' arden who was stationed at the Southern Head last season, was 
also of opinion that the" close time" should commence on the first 
day of July. instead of thr fifteenth, as now provided by law. 

That the protection of the spawning ground at me Southern 
Head during the past season only. has bren already beneficial to 
the fisheries generally. can scarcely be doubtrd. ] n the Report of 
Capt. ,,\. F. Kynaston, of H. M. Sloop" Persian," datrd tlth Srp
telllber last, it is statrd that one of the" Prrsian's" boats had been 
placed at the S~utl1Prn Head, at the disposal of Mr. M'Laughlin, 
the Overse!'r of Fisherirs residing there; and that thr good effects 
of prrsel'ving the spawning ground was apparent, even early in 
Sept!'mbpr. At that time vessels had good cod fishing within two 
or three I~liles of the land, when three weeks previously they had 
sorry fish~ng at th:- distance. of sevrn or right milrs. Capt. Kynas
ton says, It. was eVIdent to III 111 that the prrservation of the spawning 
ground. and a slight check upon the weir system, would form" the 
sheet-anchor of tllP fisheries." He strongly rrcommends an rxten
sion of t!le limits of the ground to be pres~rved to Pandora Head, 
so as to IIlclude the whole of Bradford's COVB. 

Since the close. o~ the spawning season and up to the present 
moment, the cod fislung at the Southern Head, close in shore, has 
been excellent, where no such fishery has existed for a number of 
y-ears. Great quantities of young herrings from three to six inchrs 
In lrllgth, have been recently observed near the shores of Grand 
MaI~an, and around the small islands in its vicinity. It has been 
certified to me by seven respectable fishermen of Grand Manan 
who are persons of much intelligruce and observation, that thes~ 
fry are the young fisl~ produce~ from spawn deposited during the 
past ~rason. . The ongmal cerhficate stating this fact, dated the 
18th mstant, IS appended to this Report, marked .1\0. 2. 
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Capt. Kynaston recommends, as do also the Fishery Wardens, 
that boats sufficiently manned should be stationed at Grand ;\Ianan 
during the fishing season to protect the spawning gronnd, and 
enforce any enactments or regulations which may be made relative 
to "gurry grounds j" as also to prevent the weirs from becominCJ' 
a nuisance, by obstructing the navigation, or being improperly 
fished. These boats would also prevent A merican fishing vessels 
fro~ intruding upon the in-shore fishing grounds, where they have 
no rIght, and compel them to keep at a proppr distance, by which 
the Provincial fisherman would be spared some aunoyance, and be 
much benefited. • 

The injuries which flow from the destruction of herrings on their 
spawning ground has excited much observation ill Scotland, and 
attracted the earnest attention of the British Fishery Board for 
some years past. The great spawning ground of the herrings 
which frequent the Clyde, and that celebrated fishing place Loch 
Fyne, is upon a bank opposite to Ballantrae, in Ayrshire. This 
bank lies about three miles off the shore; it is about a mile and a 
half !n length, and three quarters of a mile in breadth, with nine 
fathoms water over it. 'I here the herrings, during the spawning 
season, congregate in incalculable numbers; and the spawn lies on 
this bank (precisely as at the Southern Head of Grand Manan,) to 
a very great depth, so that the smallest net ropes which are let 
down, are hauled u,p of the apparent thickness of cables, from the 
immense qnantity of spawn that adheres to them. The Commis
sionels of the British Fisheries say, in their Report to Par~iament 
for 1847, that the herrings taken during the spawning time are in 
the worst possible condition as human food, and much more likely 
to be prf'judicial and to spread disease, than to be nutritiolls. It 
is quite impossible, the Commissioners say, to calclllate the extent 
of loss arising to the Clyde and Loch Fyne fisheriesl by the im
proper mode of fishing there pursued, which must bring comparative 
scarcity on the really sound, productive, and wholesome fisheries, 
carried on at the proper seasou in the Clyde and Loch Fyne. 

In their report to Parliament for 1848, the Commi3sioners again 
allude to the destruction of spawning herrings on the banks of Bal
lantrae. They state, 'that they had received numerous petitions 
from fish curers, and fishermen, deeply interested in the fisheries of 
the west coast of Scotland, complaining of the reckless destruction 
of spawn. and the fry of herrings. by which myriads of these uSf'ful 
fish are annually destroyed. The banks of Ballantrae are stated 
to be well known as the nurseries of the herrings visiting the wes
tern coast and if the indiscriminate destrnction which takes place 
thf're, is aiIowed to continue, the Gommissioners say the fishermen 
on that coast will be ultimately ruined, and many thousands of 
industrious fishermen around thevariolls Lochs, reduced to poverty, 
while the immense ~apital invested in boats and materials would 
be rendered wholly unproductive. 

Like the banks of Ballantrae, the spawning ground at the 
Southern Head of Grand :\1anan, would seem to he the great nur
sery of herrings at the en~rance to the ~ay of Fundy, and perh~ps 
in the Bay generally: fhe destructIOn there of the spawl1lng 
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I · d tIle slJawn itself will not only destroy the herring 
lernn erS, an '.. . I I bl I' 

fi l Ob t al '0 be of the "reatest lJl1 ucy to t Ie va ua e lI1e s lery, ll" ,.. ,. ~ 
fisherIes of the Bay of Fundy, w:llch so greatly depend on a re.gu-
lar and full supply of young hernngs, and from .the want of whICh, 
those fisheries have of late years suffered so senously. 

THE pmrER OF FISHERY WARDENS. 

'Yhatever enactments may be made, or regulations established 
for the protection and preservation of ~he fisherie~, should be 
enforced by prompt and summary proceedll1gs. At Grana Manan 
there are not a sufficient llumber of Magistrates to enforce any 
Fishery Law;' and in o~her localities, Mag.istr~tes reside at such 
distances from the fishenes, that befGre applicatIOn can be made to 
them offenders wholly escape. In revising the Fishery Laws 
th('refore, it Illay be expedient to give greater pow.er to the Fishery 
\\' ardens, for the enforcement of fines and penaltIes; and perhaps 
under special circumstances,. or in partic.lIlar localities, to invest 
them with powers and authonty of a J nshce of the Peace. 

MILL DAMS. 

In the Fishery Act oflast Session it was provided that in every 
dam then built, or thereafter to be built or placed across any of the 
variOllS rivers and streams of the Province, a proper and suitable 
fishn'ay should be made and kept, and proprietors were allowed 
until the first day of October last to make the required fish ways. 

It has been suggested to me that it is not necessary to have 
fisJtways in darns upon all streams without exception, as there are 
many streams which fish did not ascend before the dams were built, 
and the current was wholly unobstructed. A modification of this 
enactment might therefore take place, requiring fish ways only 
upon such strt'ams as fish were accllstomed to ascend, and did 
ascend, prior to dams being placed across them. 

GENERAL FISHERY'LAW. 

In the Fishery Law of last year some inaccllfacies and omissions 
!lave be~n ~isco\'ered, which render several of its provisions almost 
InoperatIve. 

T~le L-\Ct J ;~th . Victoria, cap. 30, for consolidating the Laws 
reJatlllg to CountIes, TOVl'n~ and Parishes, repealed a number of 
local and gen~ral Acts relatIng to the fisheries, and conferred the 
power ?f making new regulations upon the General Sessions of the 
Peace In the seve~al Counties. So far as I have been able to learn, 
n? fishe~y regulahon~ have been made in any County of .the Pro
v~nce, sln?e .the paSSing of the Act which repealed so many pre
no~sly eXIstl1lg laws, and various useful and necessary regulations 
(as Il1 the case of "gurry-grounds,) have ceased to exist. It would 
therefore be exceeding.ly desirable that a Fishery Law takincy up 
all matters of general Interest d I . tl ' ? . . , an rna {lng Ie necessary prOVISiOn 
In e:'ery case, ~honld be ca.refulIy prepared, and submitted to the 
Leglslatnre at Its approachIng Session. 
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INSPECTIO" LAW. 

It is quite certain that the cure of fish will not be rendered SQ 

perfect as it onght to be, until efficient persons are appointed, 
under Legislative authority, to inspect all fish intended either for 
home consumption, or for exportation. 

The bill introduced last Session, for a complete system of in
specting dry, pickled, and smoked fish, througho\~t the Province, 
with some alteration in details, will probably be found· to answer 
the purpose. The lE>ading feature of this bill, as printed, appears 
to have been generally approved; and with some alterations and 
modifications, in matters of detail, may be rendered a most useful 
and necessary measure. . 

I have ascertained that the size of boxes for smoked herrings 
should be the same as those required by law in the State of Maine, 
for greater mercantile convenience in exportation. 

The sizes of barrels for the several descriptions of pickled fish, 
differ in varions localities in this ·Provin:!e, and are also different 
in size from those used in Nova Scotia. • On this point, infor
mation can be obtained from practical fishermen in different parts 
of the Province, as to the sizes which would best suit the various 
fisheries, and tend to increase the sale of fish in foreign markets. 

It has been suggested to me from Charlotte Connty, that any 
gf'neral law for the inspection of fish intended for exportation, 
which required that the packages should be branded, should not 
pass, as it would prevent the illicit exportation of fish from that 
County to the United States, by rendering them easily identified 
there as smuggled goods. But no consideration of this kind should 
prevpnt the passage of a general measure, which would greatly 
tend to raise the character of :;'\ ew Brunswick cured fish, and 
enhance their vallle in every foreign market, besides rendering 
them greatly superior for home comlllmption. 

·VALUE OF THE FISHERIES I;\; CHARLOTTE COT.:::\TY. 

I am indebted to John Alexander, one of the Fishery Wardens, 
for the followiDCT statements of the quantities and value of fish, 
taken in one sea~on, by the fishermen of Campo Be-llo, in decked 
vessels boats and fish-weirs, owned by them. This estimate is 
made l~pon th~ quantity actually taken In the year 1850, corrected 
by the catch of 1851, so far as it bad advanced up to ~ovember:-

1 ,5~2 quintals Codfish, (ji) 13s. per quintal, £989 6 0 
6, !f;9 do pollack, 7s. 6d. do 2,313 7 6 

223 barrels l\I ackerel, 35s. per barrel, 390 5 0 
679 do Pickled Cod, S:c. 1 n". du 339 10 0 

4,5i7 do Herriugs, ] 2,. Gd. do 2,860 12 6 
5"j~G gallons Fish Oil, ::s. 6d. per gallon, 690 IS 0 

11:1,511 bxs. first quality Smoked Herrings, 2s. 3d. per box, 2,O:o::? 9 9 
6,591 do No.1 and No.2 do Is. 3d: per box, 411 18 0 

Total value Campo Bello fisheries, 1851, £IO,Oj8 ·4 6 

The information upon which the f~regoin~ statement i.s fOl1n~led 
was collected by John Farmer, EsqUIre, wIllIe engaged II1 taking 
the Censlls of Campo Bello, during the past season, and I am 
assured that it may he relied upon as correct. 
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M AI -ander has fllso furnished me with a statement, made 
t1 f~m fJ~formation collecterl by himself, of t1~e quantities and 
\'~llle of the products of the fisheries caul?ht durmg the season or 
1851, by the fishermen of Grand Manan, tn decked vessels, boats, 
and fish-weirs, owned by themselves, as follows:-
3 900 quintals dried Codfish, (ji) 125. 6d. V quinta.l, 
7: II:2t du .. Pullack, 7s. ,6d. do 
,5,3.56 do .. Hake, , ~s. 3d. dB 

66 barrels Mackerel, ':Ls. 6d. tW barrel, 
25(1 d,) pir,kled Cod, &0. lOs. du 

~,::16 do Herrings, 13s. 9d. du 
i 5,OG~) gallons 'Oil. 2s. 6d. V gallon, 
3::,000 boxes Smoked Herrin,,,, scaled, 2s. 3d. V box, 

6,000 do do Nu. and 2, Is. 3d. du 

£2,437 10 0 
2,(;34 0 () 
1.6]3 1.5 0 

107 5 0 
12.5 0 0 

1,,523 10 0 
1,883 12 6 
3,600 0 0 

375 0 0 

Tot{ll value, Grand Manan fisheries, 1851, £14,359 12 G 

It has been stated to me that the quantities and value of the pro
~ucts of the fisheries at West Isles in 1851, did not differ materially 
from those of 1850, as stated in the Report of Mr. Perley on the 
Fisheries of tile Bay of Fundy; they were thus summed up :-

20,800 quintals Pollack and Hake, £5,,720 0 (') 
.),7511 do. Cod. 2,109 '1 6 
·3,500 barrels Herring~, 2,187 10 () 

800 da. pickled Cod and Harhiack, 400 0 0 
450 do. O,il, 1,462 10 0 

{jiOOO bo~s smoke~ herrings, .J75 0 0 

Estimated va'1oe, West Isles FisheTie~, 1851, £12,2,54 '1 6 

The valne of the products of the sea fisheries in Charlotte Count:r. 
in 1851, exclusive of the shore fisheries from L'Etite passage to 
Point Lepreau, of which no account has been taken, may be thus 
summed llP:-

Graml i\I anan, 
Campo Bello, 
West Isles, 

£14,359 12 6 
10,078 4 6 
12,254 7 6 

Total, £36,6~)2 4: 6 

Bnt besides the fisheries prosecuted to the above extent by resi. 
dent fishermen, the fisheries are also prosecuted in the vicinity of 
Grand l\J 8.oan by fishing vessels from Nova Scotia and from the 
Uni.ted States. During the past season Mr. AI:xRnder, while 
statIOned at Grand :\1anan, was enabled to collect some information 
fro~ which he has made up the following estimate as an approxi~ 
matron to the number of vessels not belonginO" to New Brunswick 
their tonnage, Rnd the quantities and value ~f the fish, caught bY. 
their crews, during the season of 1851 :_ 

28 ~essels averaging 55 tons each, 
15" " 30" " 
50 u " 20" ., 
36" " 15" " 

154£ tons. 
450 " 

1000 " 
540 " 

-119 vessels, amonntina to -3 536 t--
F' " , ons. 
~ Irst fare of 1!9 ves;,els, 28,288 quintals Codfish @) 12~·. 6J. £17,680 0 0 
",econd/are of " 28,288" Pollack @J '7s.6d. 10,608 0 0 

940 barrels of Oil, @J 758. 3,525 0 0 

.£31,813 0 0 
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., Mr, Alexall!~er states; .that the nl]~ber of ,-essels be~:mging to. 
Grand Manan 1S about thu:ty, of all slzes; and he has learned from 
u.ndo.ubt~ authori.ty, that no. Jess than one hundred and seventy 
eIght sad of fishmg vessels have been counted fishing 011 the 
"ripplings" at one time during the past season. He says it is well 
kn'own, that eighteen fishing vessels from the small Town of Tren
to~, in Maine, the, lar~st ,seventy, four ~ns, and the smallest 
thIrty three ~ns, make two fares in the vicinity of Grand Manan 
every season. , 

The fGregolog a:pproximafiori is believed to be rather under stated 
tliim ot~rwise; arid it will be observed, that the value of fish 
caught by other than New~Brrinswick vessels nearGrand Manan 
is nea.rlY equal to theW-hole value of the Island Fisheries in th~ 
County of Charlotte; and leads to the belief that practical measures 
may be devised for increasing the quantities and value of the fish 
.ea.ug.ht'by resideafl fishermen. 

FISHING SOCIETIES • 

. , A. re$olutioH. of a]11>ropriation passed at the last session of the 
'Legisla~re, plaping live hundred pounds at· the disposal of His 
¥xc~lIellcy the Lit:!';ltenant Governor, for t~e. ~nconragementof the 
fishe~ies-" the said money. to be a4vllnced in the same way, and 
in lik!e propor~i0n as! the moOney at present granted for the. encour
ageihent ()f Agricultimil ,Societie8.~' .In ,consequence. of this 
~PPtop~a'tioni no )~ss than three' FiShery Societies, were established 
in the County of Charlotte; one at, Grand Manan, another at 
Campo Bello, and the third at West Isles; The members of each 
'Of these Societies subscribed and paid into their Treasurer~ a cer
tain sum, not less,than twenty five pounds, and thereupon became 
entitled to a Warrant on the Treasury, for three times the amOUnt 
8,0 paid in, nG Societies h4ving been formed in any Qther part of 
the Frovinoe. " 
,. The!!e 'Fish~ry Societies have each a(l,:)pted .Ii. constitution for 

its gtiii:Janee, and each has had a "Fishing Show" the past season, 
atwhiOh>premiurriS' were dwarded for the best cured fish. as at 
Campo Bello. The fishermen have by means of these Societies 
been induced to meet together and discuss in a friendly spirit, and 
business like manner, vlitious 'matters of deep interest in their 
calling,With theviewo~ devising measures for the morti successful 
prilsecutiioh of the fieheriesgedetl1lly-, as also improved modes of 
curing aU ~esorii>tidnB of fish. A bond of union rM.y ~hns be said 
to have ' been est!iMislYed' sm()ng the resident fislietmerl, ~n the 
seV:eJ!al k>balities men'tiohed; and they already begirt to l1ndetstltnd, 
that ~QqhiQla1,lle effec*d (or the advancement of the fisheries by 
eOQlbiJled)~4l'ol'ts.iand :by: reliance upon themselves. 

It wO\llcibe.ilesinbl. e therlifore, that the Societies tllready estab
lished shoul~ lJt';~i1c01Iraged -to proceed with the useful measures 
they haVle,-akeady oommenced, and be induced to extend their 
exertUt1V\ iJl!the' most-henefioial direction; and also, that the forma
tion of Societies in other seotiOns of the Province should be promoted 
by all legitimate means, in order that the &bermenevery where 

19 
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should Jearn the benefits of self-reliance, in all local matters which 
may be ~est controlled and regulated by themselves. 

I have the honor, &c. J. H. GRAY. 
Hon. J. it. Partelow, Provincial8ecretary. ' 

Enclosure No. l.CAMPO BELLO FISH SHOW. , 

The first Annual Show of the Campo Bello Fishing Society, 
was held at the Government Store, Welchpool, on Tuesday the 18th 
day of November, 1851, when Pr~miums .were awarded to the fol
lowing persons, for the undermentJOned kmds of fish ;-

For 1st best dry Cod Fish, b. Ludlow, £2 10 0 
2nd do. N.Ludlow, 2 5 0 
3rd do. J er. Wilso,n, , 2 0 ,0 

For 1st best dry Pollack, O. Brown, 2 5, 0 
2nd do. J. Patterson, 2 0 0 
3rd do. G. Young, 1 15 0 

For 1st best dry Hake, W. Ludlow, 1 5 0 
2nd do. W m. Tucker, 1 2 6 
3rd do. O. Ludlow, 1 0 0 

For 1st best dry Haddock, O. Ludlow, 1 ., 5 0 
For 1st best barrel Mackerel, R. Beman, 1 10 0 

2nd do. J. M. Parker, 1 ~'O 
For 1st best Quoddy River Herring, James Calder, 2 10. 0 

2nd do. D. Mitchell, 2 5',0 
For 1st best smoked Herring, A. Flagg, 2 12 6 

2nd do. Price Flagg; 2 5 0 
3rd do. Thad. Stinson, . 2 0 0 

For best smoked Haddock, A; Flagg, 0 17'6 
For best2boxes Yarmouth Bloaters, D. Mitchell, 0 15 0 

Eleven brIe. pickled Herring exhibited; the Judges could not !1ecide 
as to the best; and the Committee awarded tOl;lach competitor £1. 

D. BENNETT, Se~retat!l' 

Enclosure No.2. 
WE, th~ subscribers, hereby certify, :thatthere have been large 
schulls of herring fry. playi~g along the shores this last fall; they 
afe from three to SIX Inches In length, and from our long knowledge 
of fish and the fisheries, we believe them to be the fry from :the 
spawn of th~ herrings, deposited in this vicinity in. ,the month of 
Marchlast, and late in the season of thislas,t Bpl!ingand summer. 

DANIEL M'LA,UGHLINi 
"CHARJ.,ES 'D.'WiLOOX, 

ROBERT F. RpssiELL.' 
GEORGE HARVEY, ' ' 
WARREN I'NGERSOLL, 
WILLIAM/ HARlNGTON, 

, , " , ' ,JOEL INGBRSOLL. 
Grand Manan, N.,B.,December 18,' 1851., '. 
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( No. 26. ) 

FISHERY ACTS. 

ACT 14 VICTORIA, Chap. 31, 

291 

For the protection and regulation of the Sea and River Fisheries 
of this Province. 

Passed 30th April 1851. 
. 1. Be it enacted by the Lieutenant Governor, Legislative Coun

cIl and ~-\ssembly, That no Salmon shall be taken in any manner 
w!latever on the Coasts of this Province, or in any of the Bays, 
Rivers or Harbours of the same, where the Tide ebbs and flows 
after the thirty first day of August in any year, nor shall any Sal~ 
m?n be taken by any device whatever in any of the fresh water 
Rivers o.r Streams of this Province after the said thirty first day of 
August In any year, under the penalty of ten shillings for each 
a.nd every Salmon taken in any year Mter the several days men
tIOned and be~ore the first day of April in the succeeding year. 

2. And be It enacted, That whoever shall take any Salmon in 
this Province after sunset on Saturday night, and before sunrise· 
on Monday morning, shall for each and every Salmon so taken, 
forfeit and pay the sum of ten shillings. 

3. And be it enacted, That whoever shall take any Salmon by 
spearing either in the day time or by spearing with torch light, at 
any time between the thirty firs:t day of August and the first day 
of A pril, or in any place, shall forfeit and pay for every Salmon so 
taken the sum of ten shillings, and shall further be liable to be im
prisoned for any period not exceeding two days, at the discretion 
of the Magistrate before whom such penalty shall be recovered; 
and whoever shall sell or offer for sale, or shall between the thirty 
first day of August in any year, and the first day of April in the 
next succeeding year,' purchase any Salmon caught or taken by 
spearing, shall forfeit and pay the sum of ten shillings for each 
~almon so sold or offered or exposed for sale, or purchased as 
aforesaid. 

4. 'And for the better regulation of the Sea Fisheries of this 
Province,' Be it enacted, That the Lieutenant Governor in Coun
cil may make rules and regulations for the management and pro
tection of all Fisheries on the Sea Coast of this Province"or around 
any Island laying off the said Sea,Coast, between low water mark 
and three marine miles of such Coast or Island; and all Orders 
made, by the Lieutenant Governor in Council, and publis.hed In 
the Royal Gazette, shall have the like force and effect .as If con: 
tained in this Act; provided always, that such Orders In Council 
shall not impose any greater penalty than fifteen pounds, or any 
longer term of imprisonmew; than ten days. 

5. And be it enacted, That the Lieutenant Governor in Coun
cil may appoint Wardens of the Fisheries, not exceeding two in 
any County of this Province, whose duty it shall be to watch over 
and protec,t the Sea and River Fisheries, and to enforce or cause 
to be enforced all the provisions of th~ Acts of As~e.mbly, the ~l!les 
and regulations of the Justices in SeSSIOns, or MUnICipal authoritIes, 
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O ders in Council with relation to such Fislleries; which 
or r , . fIG . 
Wardens shall be subject to t11~ di,re9~\O~s 0 • tie overnor In 
COllncil, and liable to ~f~leh penalbes as may be Imposed by Order 
in Council fur misconduct or neglect of du tr· . . 

6. And be it enacted, That the Lieutenant G~ve,rnor In 90unCil 
may grant leases or licences of op.cnpation for ~lshm~ StatJQl1'S- O.R 

the IIngranted shores, beac~ea- ~r Isl81~dslff thIs Provlllce, at fall"' 
and reasonable rents, s:llch leases or licences of occnpation not to> 
he for any longer ~erm or period than five years, and to terp;}inate 
whenever the Fishing Station shall. cease to be Ilsetl (or :hsheI1Y 
purposes; and no ~ishillg Station ,shall be aHQwed to occupy the 
whole of any locality where there IS spac,e (of mo~e tlJ~n one such 
Station; and in tile eve)1t of several partIes applYl!1g for the same 
Station, the lease of such ~~~tiOJ~ shall be sold at pi)bHc auctiQn. 
after thirty days notice, th~ up~et price. Qeing deterrnil'led 1>;y ~he 
Lieutell\\n~ Governor in COLlJfl,I;~I; p~qvIde4 always, thfl*: illotlung 
herein contained shall interim? with or be conf1trued to. ~ffect ~hl'!: 
rights Df partie-s in lands Dr- pri viIpges lleJet,Drore. grMlted. 

7. And be it enacted, That no Herrings whatsoever spall be 
ta~en or caught in any manner on the spawning groqnd at the 
Southern Head of Grand Manan between, t\1e fifteenU~d~y of July 
and fifteenth day Df October in any yt'ar, ljiucb spawning grountl 
commencing at the eastern part of $e~l Cove, at a pl~ce com,monly 
known as Red Point, and then,ce extending ~long ~he, Coast, 
westerly, and around the S,outhern Head of 8r~df~d.'s Cove, a 
distance o.f about five miles, and extending to the difj-tll~ce of one 
mile from the shore; and all nets or engine~ used for catching 
Herrings on the said spawning groupd, withi~ the pe~iDd abov~ 
limited, shall be seized and forfeited; -and every person engage/;l!.in 
llsing the same shall be deemed gqilty of alliisdemeanor, and shaH 
be arrested, prosecuted, and puni.s~ed, as in other Cases of mis
demeanor. 

8, .L\nd be it enllcted, That all fines alild penalties recoven.\~le 
under and by virtue of an.y !:!ectian of this Act, not e~ceeding ~ftee\'l 
pDunds, shall and may be recovered before any two Justices- of thE" 
Pe/ilce, with costs of prosecution, a~~ heyc;>nd that Sl)~,; s~an ~d 
may be recover~d befOl;e any Gourt 9f c(ll1wetent juri~djct~Qn, wi~ 
costs of prose::mhon ; such penaIty, w~n reeovered. to b!'l paid i.p~() 
the County Treasu~y, and to be app~oprla,~~d one half: to- ~lJd fol" 
the Warden or Wardens who may have instituted proceeplogs for 
th~ recovllry th(:'reqf, and the other \lalf ~Q an~ {O£ the use f,)i t~~ 
saId County. -. 

9, And be it enacted, That !lo$h,iug I;\'ereja <lon~ainE'd soall be 
cO,nstrued to p~event th~ War~~~ or Wl\rd'ef\S ffo~~~ng eowpetent 
wltneSfjes for th~ ~c?~!lry ?f any penaIties!_md~,t this Act, fPf ~ 
by reaEon of theIr beIng entItl~d to any iOliti~ij: 0.£ the pen~ltfso ~ 
be feCOv!l~ed. ' : , , 

1 0. .f\~ be it enact~J, That ,the Wa\'dens to be appoil\t~d under 
and by vlr~ue of the SIxth ~eGtlOfi of thi~ Act; _ sh~l -in aMition ~, 
t~e proport~on of any: pen!1I~Ies re~v,eljed under a~ by vi,tue of ijt~ 
elg~th &ectI~n ?f thIS Act to w,hrch they-lll~Y be Elm;itle(,l, shall b~ 
en~ltled to. receIve ~!l demllJil~ of and k?m the P.-ovmciaJ. Gover.u-
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ment, the sum oJ forty pounds for his services during the ourrent 
year; provided always, that,before any such sum shall be drawn 
from the publio funds, it shall be certified to the Lieutenant Go
vernor in Council that the COlo1nty for whioh such Warden or 
Wardens has or have been appointed, has provided a similar sum 
for the payment of the said Warden or Wardens. 

11. And be it enacted, That in every Dam now built or here
after to be built or placed across the various Streams and Rivers 
in this Province"a proper and suitable Fishway shall be made and 
kept; provided that in those alr.eady erected, the proprietors thereof 
shall be allowed until the first day of October next to make the 
Fishway required in and by this Aot. 

12. And be it enacted, That no slabs or' edgings, or other mill 
rubbish, sawdust excepted, shall be allowed or put, directly Qr in
directly, by any person or per8ons, in any of the Rivers or Streams 
of this .Province. 

13. And' ,be it enacted, That whoever shall be convicted of 
any breach of the provisions of the eleventh and twelfth sections of 
this Act, shall be subject to the like pains and penalties as provided 
in and by the third section of this Act, and be recoverable as here
inbefore provided.-[ Repealed by Act of 1852, which follows.] 

14. And be it enaated, That any person or persons prosecuting 
or giving evidence on any prosecution for the recovery of any 
penalty or penalties under the provisions of this Act, who shall be 
guilty of wilfnl and corrupt false swearing on such prosecution, 
shall be deemed guilty of perjury, and on conviction thereof before 
any Court of competent jurisdiction, shall be liable to all the pains 
and penalties imposed by Jaw,u~on persons guilty of perjury. 

( No. 27. ) 

ACT 15 VICTORIA, Chap. 53, 

In ameudment of the Act for the protection and regulation of the 
Sea and River Fisheries of this Province. 

Passed 7tlt Api11852. 

Be it enacted by the Lieutenant GO\'ernor, Legislative Council 
and Assembly, as follows:-

1. The thirteenth seotion of an Act made and passed in the 
fourteenth year of the Reign of Her present Majesty, intituled An 
Act for the protection and regulation of the Sea and River Fis/le1'2'es 
of this Province, is hereby repealed. 

2. Whoever shall be oonvioted of any breach of the provisions 
of the eleventh and twelfth sectiolls of the said recited Act shall 
forfeit and pay a sum not less than ten shillings and not exceeding 
fifteen pounds for each and every offence, at the disc~etion of the 
Justioes of the Peace before whom the case may be trIeu, together 
with the oosts of proseoution as provided in and by the eighth sec
tion of the said hereinbefore recited Act. 
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3. The streams and rivers of the Province to which fish have 
not at any time heretofore been in the habit of resorting shall be 
considered as exempt from the operation of the ele\'enth section of 
the said t:ecited Act, and it shaW be the duty of the Warden or 
Wardens within whose jurisdiction such streams and rivers shall 

• fall, to determine upon such exemption. 
4. The Justices of the Peace for any County or Counties to 

which any Warden or Wardens may have been appointed under 
the aforesaid Act, may at any General Sessions of the Peace, or 
at any Special Sessions of the Peace for that purpose convened, be 
and they are hereby authorized to make such rate and assessment 
upon the inhabitants of the said County or Counties as will raise 
the sum of forty pounds for each Warden appointed under the said 
Act, ~he same to be assessed, levied, collected and paid agreeably 
to any Acts now or hereafter to be in force for the assessing, col-
lecting and levying County rates. . 

5. That angling for salmon shall be permitted until the fifteenth 
day of September. anything in the first section of the hereinbefore 
recited Act to the contrary notwithstanding. ' 




