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INTRODUCTION. 

LET it be most strongly impressed on the mind of 
every man who has engaged himself to perform any 
Military duty, whatever may be his rank, that a prompt 
and willing obedience to the orders of his superior Officer 
is the first great principle upon which his usefulness 
depends, and without which no successful operation can 
be hoped for. Embodied for the mutual defence of our 
lives and properties, and for the preservation of the 
peace of the city, the support of our laws and gloriou~ 
Constitution, let unanimity and concord be our watch
word, so that when called upon to defend our rights, 
all may be actuated by that spirit of loyal determination 
which will make the Volunteers of the city of Montreal 
a terror to its enemies. 
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FIELD EXERCISE, &c. 

PART FIRST. 

WITHOUT ARMS. 

S. 1. Position of the Soldier. 

The equal squareness of the shoulders 
and the body to the front is the first and 
great principle of the position of a soldier. 
The heels must be in a line, and closed;
the knees straight i-the toes turned out, 
so that the feet may form an angle of sixty 
degrees i-the arms hanging close to the 
body; the elbows turned in and close to the 
side i-the hands open to the front, with 
the view of preserving the elbow in the in
dispensable position, as above described, and 
thereby of preventing false distances when 
marching in line i-the little fingers lightly 
touching the seams of the trowsers, with the 
thumb close to the fore-finger i-the belly 
rather drawn in, and the breast advanced, 
but without constraint i-the body upright, 
but inclining forward, so that the weight of 
it may principally bear on the fore part of 
the feet i-the head to be erect, and the 
eyes straight to the front. 

N. B.-The words at the head of para
graphs, which are printed in small type, are 

AS 
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the words of command to be given by the 
instructor. 

S.~. Standing at Ease. 
Stand at Ease. 

On the words Stand at Ease, the right 
foot is to be drawn back about six inches, 
and the greatest part of the weight of the 
body brought upon it; the left knee a little 
bent; the hands brought together before the 
body; the palms being struck smartly to
gether, and that of the right hand then 
slipped over the back of the left; but the 
shoulders to be kept back and square; the 
head to the front, and the whole attitude 
without constraint. 

Attention. 

On the word Attention, the hands are to 
fall smartly upon the outside of the thighs; 
the right heel to be brought up in a line 
with the left; and the proper unconstrained 
position of a soldier immediately resumed. 

S. 3. Eyes to the Right. 
Eyes Right.-Eyes Left.-Eyes Front. 

On the words Eyes Right, glance the eyes 
to the right with a slight turn of the head. 
At the words Eyes Lift, cast the eyes in 
like manner to the left. On the words Eyes 
Front, the look and head are to be directly 
to the front, the habitual position of the 
soldier. 

These motions are useful on the wheeling of divisions, 
-or in closing to a flank,-or when dressing is ordered 
after a halt; and particular attention must be paid, in 
the several turnings of the eyeil, to prevent the soldier 
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from moving his body, which must be preserved per
fectly square to the front; but in all marches to the 
front, the recruit, at open order, must be taught to 
select objects in his front, and to march straight upon 
them ;-at close ordel', the touch, with the preservation 
of a uniform and proper cadence, must form his only 
guide in marching. 

S. 4." The Facings. 
In going through the facings, the left heel 

never quits the ground; the body must 
rather incline forward, and the knees be 
kept straight. 

To the Right, face, 

1 st. Place the hollow of the right foot 
smartly againt the left heel, keeping the 
shoulders square to the front. 

2nd. Raise the toes, and turn to the right 
on both heels. 

To the Left, face, 

1st. Place the right heel against the hoI. 
low of the left foot, keeping the shoulders 
square to the front. 

2nd. Raise the toes, and turn to the left 
on both heels. 

To the Right about, face, 

1st. Place the ball of the right toe against 
the left heel, keeping the shoulders square 
to the front. 

2nd. Raise the toes, and turn to the right 
about on both heels. 

Srd. Bring the right foot smartly back in 
a line with the left. 

To the Left about, face. 

1st. Place the right heel against the ball 
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of the left toe, keeping the shoulders squar~ 
to the front. 

2nd. Raise the toes, and turn to the left 
about on both heels. 

Srd. Bring up the right smartly in a line 
with the left. 

Right, or Left, half face. 

On the word of command Right or L£!ft 
Hall Face, each man will make an exact 
half face, as directed, by drawing back or 
advancing the right foot one inch, by which 
the whole will stand individually in echellon. 

Front. 

When it is intended to resume the original 
front, the word of command Front, will be 
given, and the whole will face, as accurately 
as possible, to their former front. 

Right or Left about, three-quarters face.-Front. 

When it is necessary to perform the 
diagonal march to the rear, the recruit will 
receive the word Right (or Left) about 
three-quarters face, upon which he brings 
the ball of the right foot (not the ball of the 
toe) to the left heel, or the righ t heel to the 
ball of the left foot, and makes a three-quar
ters face in the given direction. Upon the 
word Front, if he has faced to the right, he 
fronts to the left; and if he has faced to the 
left, he fronts to the right. 

The feet in the first of the above motions are to be 
~lipped back or brought forward without a jerk; the 
movement being from the hip, so that the body is kept 
perfectly ~teady until faced. 

The greatest precision must be observed in these 
facing~, for if they are not exactly executed,-a body of 
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men, after being properly dressed, will lose their dress
ing on every small movement of facing. 

s. 5. Position in 1Ilarching. 
In marching, the soldier must maintain 

the position of the body as directed in Sect. 
1. He must be well balanced on his limbs. 
His arms and hands must be kept perfectly 
steady hy his sides, and on no account be 
suffered to move or vibrate; care must be 
taken that the hand does not cling to the 
thigh, or partake in the least degree of the 
movement of the limb. The body must be 
kept erect and square to the front. The 
movement of the leg and thigh must spring 
from the haunch, and be free and natural. 
The foot must be raised sufficiently high to 
clear the ground without grazing it, carried 
straight to the front, and, without being 
drawn back, placed softly on the ground, so 
as not to jerk or shake the body in the 
slightest degree. The head to be kept well 
up, and straight to the front, and the eyes 
not to be turned to the right or left. 

Balance Step. 

1ST. WITHOUT GAINING GROUND. 

Caution. 

Balance step without gaining ground, 
commencing with the left foot. 

Front. 

The left foot is brought gently forward 
with the toe at the proper angle to the left, 
the foot about three inches from the ground. 
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the left heel in line with the toe of the right 
foot. 

Rear. 

When steady the left foot is brought gently 
back (without a jerk), the left knee a little 
bent, the left toe brought dose to the right 
heel. The left foot in this position will not 
be so flat as to the front, as the toe will be a 
little depressed. 

Front.-Halt. 

When steady, the word Front will be given 
as above, and repeated to the Rear three or 
four times; to prevent the recruits being 
fatigued, the word H((lt will be given, when 
the left foot, either advanced, or to the rear, 
will be brought to the right. 

The instructo.· will afterwards make the recruit 
balance upon the left foot., advancing and retiring the 
right in the same manner. 

2DLY. GAINING GROUND BY THE wORn FORWARD, 

Front. 

On the word Front, the left foot is brought 
gently to the front without a jerk; the knee 
to be gradually straightened as the foot is 
brought forward, the toe turned out a little 
to the left and remaining about three inches 
from the .ground. In this posture he re. 
mains for a few seconds only in the first 
instance, till practice has steadied him in 
the position. 

Forward. 

On this word of command, the left foot is 
brought to the ground, at 30 inches from 
heel to heel, while the right foot is raised at 
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the same moment, and continues' extended 
to the rear. The body remains upright, but 
inclining forwards; the head erect, and 
neither turned to the right nor left. 

Front. 

On the word Front, the right foot IS 

brought forward, and so on. 

S. -6. Slow Step. 
l\Iarch. 

On the word lIfarch, the left foot is carried 
SO inches to the front, and without being 
drawn back is placed softly on the ground 
so as not to jerk or shake the body; the re
cruit is to be taught to take 75 of these steps 
in a minute. 

The recruit must be carefully trainerl, and thoroughly 
instructed in this slep, as an ('s~ential foundation for 
arriving at accuracy ill the paces of more cderity. This 
is tbe slowest step at which troops are to move. 

S. 7. The Halt. 
Halt. 

On the word Halt, let the rear foot be 
brought upon a line with the advanced one, 
so as to finish the step which ,vas being 
taKen when the command was given. 

S. 8. Stepping Sh01·t. 
Step Short.-Forward. 

On the word Step Shorf, the foot advanc~ 
ing will finish its pace, and afterwards each 
recruit will step as far as the ball of his toe, 
and no farther, until the word Forward be 
given, when the usual pace of 30 inches is 
to be taken. 

'Thi~ step is useful wben a momentary retardment of 
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either a battalion in line, or of a division in column·, . 
shall be required. 

S. 9. Mark£ng T£me. 
Mark Time.-Forward. 

On the words Mark Time, the foot then 
advancing completes its pac~ after which 
the cadence is continued, without gaining 
any ground, but alternately throwing out the 
foot and bringing it back Equare with the 
other. At the word Fm"wm'd, the usual 
pace of SO inches will be taken. 

This step is necessary when a column, division, &c. 
on the march, has to wait for the coming up of others. 

S. 10. The Side or Closing Step. 
The side or closing step is performed from 

the halt in quick time, by the following 
commands: 

Right Close-Quick Marck. 

Lift Close-Quick Marck. 

Right Close, Quick March.-Halt. 

In closing to the right, on the word Quick 
March, eyes are turned to the right, and 
each man carries his right foot about 10 
inches directly to his right (or, if the files 
are closed, to his neighbour's left foot), and 
instantly hrings up his left foot, till the heel 
touches his right heel, and prooeeds to take 
the next step in the same manner; the 
whole with perfect precision of time, shoul .. 
ders kept Equare, knees not bent, and in the 
true line on which the body is formed. At 
the word Halt, the whole halt turn their 
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eyes to the front, and are perfectly steady. 
(Vide S. 33.) 

NOTE.-In closing on rough or broken ground tbe knees must 
necessarily be bent. 

S. 11. Chang£ng the Feet. 
Change Feet. 

To change the feet in marching, the ad. 
vanced foot completes its pace, the ball of 
the other is brought up quickly to the heel 
of the advanced one, which instantly makes 
another step forward, so that the cadence 
may not be lost. 

This may be required of an individual, who is step
ping with a different foot from the rest of his division; 
in doing which he will in fact take two successive steps 
with the same foot. 

S. 1~. The Quick Step. 
The cadence of the slow pace having be. 

come pe,-:fectly habitual to the recruits, they 
are now to be taught to march in quick time, 
which is 108 steps in a minute, each of 30 
inches, making ~70 feet in a minute. 

Quick March. 

The command Quick March, being given. 
with a pause between them, the word Qw'ck 
is to be considered as a caution, and the 
whole to remain perfectly steady. On the 
word March, the whole move off, conforming 
to the directions given in Sec. 5. 

After the recruit is perfectly grounded in marching 
to the front in quick time, all the alterations of step, 
as above, for slow time, must be practised in the quick 
time. 

This is the pace which will be applied generally. to 
all movements by large as well as small bodies of troops; 

B 1 
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and therefore the recruit must be trained and thorough
ly instructe9 in this essential part of his duty. 

S. 18. The Double March. 
The directions for the March, in the 

preceding section, apply in a great degree 
to this step, which is 150 steps in the minute, 
each of 86 inches, making 4,50 feet in a 
minute. . 

Double March. 

On the word Double March, the whole 
step off together with the left feet; keeping 
the heads erect, and the shoulders square to 
the front; the knees are a little bent; the 
body is more advanced than in the other 
marches; the arms hang with ease down the 
outside of the thigh. The instructor will 
be careful to habituate the recruit to the full 
pace of 36 inches, otherwise, he will get into 
the habit of a short trot, which would defeat 
the obvious advantages of this degree of 
march. 

Halt. 

As directed in Section 7. 
The word March, given singly, at all times denotes 

that slow time is to be taken; when the Quick, or 
Double March is meant, the words Quick, or Double, 
as a caution, will precede the word March. 

The great advantage attending the constant use of 
the plummet must be obvious; and the several lengths 
Mwinging the times of the different marches in a minute, 
lire as foll(lwS : 

In. Hun. 
Slow time ... '" ... 75 steps in a minute 24, 96 
Quick time ......... 108 .................. 12,03 
Double March ...... 150... ... ... ... ...... 6,26 
~ musket-ball suspended by a string which is not 

ilubJect to stretch, and on which are marked the differ-
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ent required lengths, will answer the above purpose, 
may be ea.~ily required, and should be frequently com
pared with an accurate standard in the adjutant's 
possession. The length of the plummet is to be 
measured from the point of suspension to the centre of 
the ball. 

S. 14. Dressing when halted. 
Dress. 

Dressing is to be taught equally by the 
left as by the right. On the word Dress, 
each individual will cast his eyes to the point 
to which he is ordered to dress, with a slight 
turn of the head, but preserving the should
ers and body square to their front. The 
whole person of the man must move as may 
be necessary, and bending backward or for
ward is not to be permitted. He must take 
short quick steps, thereby gradually and 
exactly to gain his position, and on no ac.
count be suffered to attempt it by any sud
den or violent alteration, which must infal
libly derange whatever is beyond him. The 
faces of the men, and not their breasts or 
feet, are the line of dressing. Each man 
is to be able just to distinguish the lower 
part of the face of the second man beyond 
him. 

In dressing, the eye~ of the men are always turned to 
the officer who gives the word Dress; and who is post
ed at the point by which the body halts; and who from 
that point corrects his men, on a point at or beyond 
his opposite flank. 

The faults to be avoided, and generally committed 
by the soldier in dressing, are, passing the line; the 
head too forward, and body kept back; the shoulder~ 
110t square; the head turned too much. 

B2 
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S. 15. File Mm'ching. 
To the - Face. 

The recruits must first face, and then be 
instructed to cover each other exactly in file, 
so that the head of the man immediately be
fore may conceal the heads of all the others 
in his front. The strictest observance of 
all the rules for marching is particularly 
necessary in marching by files, which is first 

. to be taught at the slow time, and afterwards 
in quick time. 

March. 

On the word Mrt1'ch, the whole are im
mediately to step off together, gaining at the 
first step 30 inches, and so continuing each 
step without increasing the distance betwixt 
each recruit, every man locking or placing 
his advanced foot on the ground, before the 
spot from whence his preceding man had 
taken up his. No looking down, nor lean
ing backward, is to be suffered on any pre
tence whatever. The leader is to be direct
ed to march straight forward on some dis
tant objects given him for that purpose, and 
the recruits made to cover one another dur
ing the march, with the most scrupulous 
exactness: great attention must be paid to 
prevent them from opening out and losing 
their compact formation. 

S. 16. Wheeling qf a single Rank, in Slow 
Time, from the Halt. 

Right Wheel.-March._Halt, Dress.-Eyes front. 

At the word, Right Wheel, the man on 
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the right of the rank faces to the right; on 
the word March, they step off together, the 
whole turning their eyes to the left (the 
wheeling or outward flank), except the man 
on the left of the rank, who looks inwards, 
and, during the wheel, becomes a kind of 
base line for the others to conform to, and 
maintain the uniformity of front. The out. 
ward wheeling man steps the usual pace of 
SO inches, the whole observe the same time, 
but each man shortening his step in propor. 
tion as he is nearer to tlie standing flank on 
which the wheel is made. During the 
wheel, the whole remain closed to the stand
ing flank; that is, they touch, without 
incommoding their neighbour; they must 
not stoop forward, but remain upright; 
opening out from the standing flank is to be 
avoided; closing in upon it, during the 
wheel, is to be resisted. On the word, Halt, 
Dress, each man halts immediately, without 
pressing forward. The dressing being com
pleted, the squad receives the command 
Eyesfront. 

When the recruits are able to perform the wheel with 
accuracy in the slow time, they must be practised in 
quick time. 

Nothillg will tend sooner to enable the recruit to 
acquire the proper lellgth of step, according to his 
distance from the pivot, than continuing the wheel 
without halting for several revolutions of the circle, and 
also giving the word Halt, Dress, at instant~ not ex
pected, and when only a 6th, 8th, or any smaller pro
portion of the cir.cIe is completed. 

B3 
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S. 17. Wheeling backwa1'ds, a single Rank. 
On the Right, backwards Wheel.-Quick March._Halt._Dress. 

A t the words On the Right, backwards 
Wheel, the man on the right of the rank 
faces to his left. At the word Quick March, 
the whole step backward in quick time, dress· 
ing by the outward wheeling man; those 
nearest the pivot making their steps extremely 
small, and those towards the wheeling man 
increasing them as they are placed nearer 
to him. The recruit in this wheel must 
not bend forward, nor be suffered to look 
down; but, by casting his eyes to the 
wheeling flank, preserve the dressing of the 
rank. On the word Halt, the whole remain 
perfectly steady, still looking to the wheel
ing flank till they receive the word Dress. 

The recruits should be first practised to wheel back
wards at the slow step; and at all times it will be 
necessary to prevent them from hurrying the pace; an 
error soldiers are very liable to fall into, particularly in 
wheeling backwards. 

S. 18. Chang"£ng the Direct£on by the 
Wheel rif a single Rank on a moveable 
P£vot. 

Right (or Left) Shoulders forward.-Forward. 

When the rank is marching to the front, 
and is ordered to change its direction to 
either flank, it receives the word Ri«ht (or 
Lift) Shouldersforward; upon which the 
outward file of the named flank continues to 
step out at the full pace, and the wheel is 
performed (according to the principle ex. 
plained in Section 17) upon the inner file 
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of the other flank, which brings the shoulder 
gradually round,-and gaining ground suffi. 
cient to circle round the wheeling point 
(where such is given), marks time, until it 
receives the word Forward; but the wheel 
on the moveable pivot is always made at the 
same time at which the body may be moving. 
The commmander gives the word Forward, 
when he sees that the rank has gained the 
front on which he intends it to move in a 
perpendicular direction. 

S. 19. Diagonal JJIarch. 
Right (or Left) half fa~e.-March.-Halt, Front.-Right (or Left) 

Half turn.-Front turn. 

This march will be commenced from the 
halt, by giving the command Right or (Lift) 
halfface, as described in Section 4, and on 
the word March, the men move on the dia. 
gonal lines upon which they are individually 
placed in echellon. Upon the command, 
Halt, Front, the original front is resumed. 
When the squad is marching to the front, 
and it is desired to take an oblique direction, 
the word Right (or Lift) half turn is given, 
and the men move as above prescribed,
and when it is intended to move to the ori. 
ginal front without halting, the word Front 
turn is given, when each man will turn his 
body to the front and move forwards without 
checking the pace. 

When the movement is performed to the 
left, the reverse of the foregoing instructions 
will take place. 

During the diagonal march the leading flank will be 
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the pivot for the time being; for instance, when a s9uad 
or company is moving by the right half turn, the rlght
hand man must pay particular attention to the length 
of pace, and to move perpendicular to the line he too.k 
up when he made his half turn, as the accuracy of hiS 
movement may assist very much in preserving the 
division in its proper position. The other files mu~t be 
careful that their right arms do not get beyond the 
centre of the men's backs who precede tltem in echellon; 
and if they keep this position, their right feet will just 
clear the left of the preceding file. 

WITH ARMS. 

S. ~O. Position 0/ the Soldier. 

When the firelock is shouldered, the per
son of the soldier remains in the position 
described under the head of Close Order, 
except that the wrist of the left hand is turned 
a little out, the better to embrace the butt, the 
firelock is placed in the hand, with the two 
first joints of the fingers grasping the inside 
of the butt, the thumb alone to appear in 
front. The piece must be carried at the full 
length of the arm, the butt a little forward, 
the fore part nearly even with that of the 
thigh; the hind part of it lightly touching 
the thigh, when stationary, without being in 
the least degree affected by it when in 
motion. The firelock will rest upon the 
hollow of the shoulder, and be held firm and 
steady. . 
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s. ~1. Open Order. 
Rear Rank, take Open Order.-:March. 

The recruits being formed in two ranks 
at close order, on the word Rem· Rank, 
take Open Order, the flank men on the 
right and left of the rear rank step briskly 
back one pace, face to their right, and stand 
covered, to mark the ground on which th~ 
rear rank is to halt, and dress at open order; 
every other individual remains ready to 
move. On the word JJ1a'rch, the dressers 
front, and the rear rank steps back one pace, 
dressing by the right. 

s. 2~. Close Order. 
Rear Rank, take Close Order.-March. 

On the word Rear Rank, take Close 
Order, the whole remain perfectly steady; 
at the word March, the rank closes within 
one pace. 

s. ~3. THE MANUAL EXERCISE. 
1st. Secure Arms. 

1st. Bring the right hand briskly up, and 
place it under the cock, the fore-finger 
touching the back part of it, the thumb 
placed between the stock and barrel, and 
pointing to the muzzle, keeping the firelock 
steady. 

2nd. Quit the butt with the left hand, 
and seize the firelock with it at the swell, 
bringing the elbow close down upon the lock, 
carefully avoiding to raise or lower the 
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shoulder; the right hand kept fast in thIs 
motion, and the piece still upright. 

Srd. Quit the right hand, giving the piece 
a cant with the fore-fingers, and bring it 
down to your right side, bringing the fire
lock down to the seCUTe, under the left arm, 
the elbow thrown a little to the rear, the 
guard just visible, the thumb on the sling, 
the fingers grasping the barrel, and the hand 
rather below the hip bone. 

l!d. Shoulder Arms. 

1st. Bring the firelock up to the perpen
dicular line, seizing it with the right hand 
under the cock, as the first motion of ~he 
secure. 

~nd. Quit the left hand, and strike the 
butt with the palm, grasping it at the same 
instant. 

Srd. Quit the right hand, and bring it 
smartly down to the right side. 

3rd. Order Arms. 

1st. Seize the firelock with the right 
hand at the lower loop, just at the swell, the 
elbow close to the body. 

~nd. Bring it down to the right side, to 
the tmil, allowing the little finger to slip 
between the stock and barrel, the butt as 
low down as the arm will admit without 
constraint. 

Srd. Drop the heel of it on the ground, 
placing the muzzl~ against the hollow of the 
right shoulder, and the hand flat upon the 
side of t~e stock; the thumb only to appear 
on the slmg. 



4th. Fix Bayonets. 

1st. At t.he word Fix, place the thumb 
of the right hand, as quick as possible, 
behind the barrel. 

~nd. As soon as the word of command is 
fully given, take a gripe of the firelock, and 
push the muzzle a little forward, grasping 
the bayonet with the left hand, the elbow 
kept well forward so as not to interfere with 
the left-hand man, and fixing it with the 
utmost celerity. The instant this is done, 
return, as quick as possible, to the order, as 
above described, and stand perfectly steady. 

5th. Shoulder Arms. 

1st. As soon as the word Shoulder is 
given take a gripe of the firelock with the 
right hand, as in fixing bayonets. 

~nd. At the last word, Anns, the firelock 
must be thrown, with the right hand, in one 
motion, and with as little appearance of 
effort as possible, into its proper position on 
the left shoulder. The hand crosses the 
body in so doing, but must instantly be 
withdrawn. 

6th. Present Arms. 

1st. Seize the firelock with the right hand, 
under the guard, turning the lock to the 
front, but without moving it from the 
shoulder. 

~nd. Raise the flrelock up from the 
shoulder to the poise, by placing the left 
hand (smartly and with a tell) upon the 
sling, fingers pointing upwards; the wrist 
upon the guard, and the point of the left 
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thumb of equal height with, and pointing 
to, the left eye: the piece to be kept per
pendicular in this position, the left elbow 
close to the butt, and right elbow close to 
the body. 

Srd. 'Bring down the firelock with a quick 
motion, as low as the right hand will admit 
without constraint, making it tell with the 
left hand, drawing back the right foot at the 
same instant, so that the hollow of it may 
touch the left heel. The firelock in this 
position, with the guard to the front, to be 
totally supported in the left hand, and 
opposite to the left thigh; the right hand 
lightly holding the small of the butt; the 
fingers pointing rather downwards; the 
body to rest entirely on the left foot; both 
knees straight. 

7th. Shoulder Arms. 

1st. By a turn of the right wrist, bring 
the firelock to its proper position on the left 
shoulder, making the motion tell, the left 
hand grasping the butt, and bringing up 
the right foot at the same instant to its 
original position. 

2nd. Quit the right hand briskly, and 
bring it down to the right side. 

8th. Port Arms. 

A t one motion throw the firelock from the 
s~oulder across the body, meeting it smartly 
wIth both hands at the same instant, to a 
diagonal position, in which the lock is to be 
turned to the front, and at thEloheight of the 
breast; the muzzle slanting°'hpwards, so 
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that the. barrel may cross opposite the point 
of the left shoulder, with the butt propor
tionably depressed. 

The right hand grasps the small of the 
butt, and the left holds the piece at the 
swell, close to the lower pipe; the thumbs 
of both hands pointing towards the muzzle; 
both elbows close to the body, the fingers of 
the left hand between the stock and barrel. 

9th. Charge Bayonets. 

Make a half-face to the right, the right 
toe straight off to the right, and the left toe 
full to the front, and bring down the firelock 
to nearly a horizontal position, with the 
muzzle inclining a little upwards, and the 
right wrist resting against the hollow of the 
thigh below the hip. 

10th. Shoulder Anns. 

1st. Throw the firelock up to its proper 
position on the left shoulder, the left hand 
falling smartly on the butt, and grasping it, 
and at the same instant coming to your pro
per front. 

2nd. Quit the right hand smartly, and 
bring it down to the right side. 

11th. Advance Arms. 

1st. Seize the firelock with the right hand 
under the guard, turning the lock to the 
front, but without moving it from the 
sho.ulder. 

2nd.. Raise the firelock up from the 
shoulder to the poise, by placing the left 
hand upon the sling, fingers pointing up
w.ards, the wrist upon the guard, and the 

e 1 
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point of the left thumb of equal height with, 
and pointing to, the left eye; the, piece to 
be kept perpendicular in, this position~ 

Srd. Bring the firelock down to the right 
side with the right hand as low as it will 
admit without constraint, at the same time 
striking it smartly with the left hand at the 
swell, the guard between the thumb arid 
fore-finger of the right hand, the three last 
fingers under the cock, with the guard to 
the front. 

4th. Quit the left hand. 
12th. Order Anns. 

1st. At this word the left hand is brought 
smartly across the body, and seizes the fire
lock, with the fore-fing,,:r in line with the 
point of the right shoulder. 

2nd. Bring the firelock down as low as 
the left arm will admit, to the right side; 
at the same time let the right hand seize the 
top of the ramrod, between the secoIid join~ 
of the fore-finger and thumb, the whole of 
the fingers shut in the hand. 

Srd. Let the firelock drop on the ground, 
and the right hand be smartly brought to 
the position of ordered arms, quitting the 
left hand short away, at the. same instant. 

13th. Advance Arms. 

1st. At the word Advance, the thumb of 
the right hand is slipt quickly iIi rear of 
the barrel. 
, At the word Arms, it is prong-b.t ,to t~e 
advance by a sharp.cant of the right h,aiid; 
the left arm is brought. across the bddy, to 
~l , " n ... .... .. ... ... ... 
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Qnd. Quit the left hand. 

14th. Shoulder Arms. 

1st. Bring up the left hand, and seize the 
piece at the sw.ell, raising it about ope inch; 
at the same instant slip the thumb of the 
right hand under the cock, by a turn of the 
right wrist. 

Qnd. Throw it s;rnartly to its proper posi
tion on the left shoulder, the left hand falling 
smcrtly on the butt, grasping it. 

Srd. Quit the right hand, and bring it 
to the right side. 

N.B. In t'lese motions great care must be taken to 
preserve the squareness qf tlte body, and to avoid raising 
or sinking the shoulder. 

15th. Support Arms. 

1st. Seize the small of the butt, under 
the lock, with the right hand, the thumb 
pointing upwards. 

Qnd. Bring the left arm under the cock. 
3rd. Quit the right hand. 

16th. Stand at Ease. 

At this word of command, the right hand 
is brought smartly across the body, and 
seiz.es the firelock at the small of the butt 
close up under the left arm, with the thumb 
of the right hand pointing upwards, the 
right foot drawn back, the left knee bent, 
and the firelock a little sloped. 

17 tho Attention. 

At .this word of command the right hand 
is dropped smartly to the right side, and the 
right foot brought in line with the left. 

. c 2 
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18th. Carry Arms. 

1st. Seize the small of the butt under the 
left arm, with the right hand. 

2nd. Smartly place the left hand grasping 
the butt, the firelock kept steady. 

Srd. Quit the right hand. 
At the same instant allowing the left arm 

to sink to the full extent. 
19th. Slope Arms. 

In sloping arms the upper part of the arm 
is not to move, the guard of the firelock is 
to be raised so as gently to press against the 
hollow of the shoulder, the hand in a line 
with the elbow, the toe of the butt in a line 
with the centre of the left thigh. 

20th. Stand at Ease. 

On the word Ease, bring the right hand 
smartly across the body, placing it on the 
left hand, both thumbs on the fore part of 
the heel of the butt, that of the left hand 
uppermost, and drawing the right foot back 
at the same instant, the left knee bent. 

21 st. Attention. 

At this word of command resume the 
attitude of attention, by bringing the right 
hand smartly to the right side, and the right 
foot in line with the left. 

22nd. Carry Arms. ; 

1st. Drop the left arm to its extent, and 
bring the right hand smartly across the body, 
the fore part of the fingers to meet the small 
of the butt, as in the first motion of the 
,H Secure." 

2nd. Quit the right hand. 
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23J,"d. Order Arms. 

As before .directed. 
24th. Unfix Bayonets. 

At the word Unfix, slip the thumb of the 
right hand in rear of theba:rrel; at the last 
sound of the word Bayonet, force the muzzle 
a little forward, bring the left hand smartly 
to the upper loop, the thumb pointing up
wards. Strike the bow of the bayonet with 
the heel of the right hand. so as t~ unfix it; 
let the bow fall over the thumb, and the two 
fore-fingers on the top of the socket, with 
the left hand force the muzzle of the firelock 
back to its proper position, at the same 
instant bring the thumb of the left hand on 
the top of the scabbard, for the purpose of 
guiding the bayonet into it; and bring the 
right hand smartly to the position of ordered 
arms. 

25th. Stand at Ease. 

As before directed. 
It is to be understood that whenever a battalion in 

line charges with bayonets, the whole are in the first 
instance to advance at a firm quick step, with shouldered 
arms; at the word Prepare to Charge, the firelocks of 
the front rank will be brought to the long trail, and those 
of the rear rank to the slope i-at the word Charge, 
the firelocks of the front rank will be thrown smartly 
to . the charging position, and the pace increased to 
double march, carefully avoiding too much hurry. The 
eDelllY being routed, it will depend on the officer com
manding to give the word Halt, when both ranks will 
shoulder arms, and proceed as may be afterwards directed. 

In marching any distance, or in standing at ease when 
supported, the men are allowed to bring their right hand 
across the body to the small of the butt, which latter 
!ll_ust, in that case, be thrown l,\ little forward j the 
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'fingers of the left hand being uppermost, must be placed 
between the body and the right elbow; the right hands 
.are to be instantly removed when the division halts, or 
.is ordered to dress by the right or left. 

TIME. 
The motions in the Manual Exercise are 

to be performed, leaving one pause of the 
slow time of march between each motion, 
except that of fixing bayonets, in which a 
longer time must be given. One pause 
should also be made between the first and 
last parts of the words of command; for in
stance, shoulder (one pause) arms, both in 
manual and platoon. 

The manual is not to be executed by one 
"Word, or signal, but each separate word of 
.command is to be given by the officer who 
commands the body performing it. 

SENTRIES. 
Sentries, posted with shouldered arms, are 

permitted afterwards to support, but not to 
slope them. On the approach of an officer, 
they immediately carry their arms, and put 
themselves into their proper position, which 
is not to be done at the instant he passes, 
but by the time he is within twenty yards 
of their post, so that they may be perfectly 
steady before he comes up. 

Sentries are to port arrms when challeng
ing any person approaching their posts. 

CORPORALS. 
Corporals marching with reliefs, or com

manding detachments or divisions, are to be 
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on the right, and will carry their arms 
advanced with bayonets fixed. 

S. 24. Platoon Exercise, and different 
Firings. 

The recruit having a thorough knowledge 
of the different motions of the firelock, as 
shewn in the Manual Exercise, will now be 
taught the Platoon Exercise as follows :-

Eight or ten recruits being formed in a 
single rank, at close files, and shouldered 
firelocks, will be thus taught to fire before 
they are formed in two ranks. 

1st. As a front rank standing. 
2nd. As a rear rank standing. 
3rd. As a front rank kneeling. 
{.th. As a rear rank kneeling. 

As a Front Rank.-Prime' and Load. 

1st. Upon the command, make a quarter 
face to the right, which will bring the left 
toe direct to the front, the right foot to be 
drawn back six inches in a diagonal direction 
to the right, at the same time bring down 
the firelock to the priming position, with 
the left hand at the swell, the elbow close in 
front of the left hip, the side~brass touching 
the right hip, the thumb of the right hand 
placed in front of the steel with the fingers 
clenched aud wrist a little turned out, the 
firelock nearly horizontal. 

2nd. Open the pan by closing the elbow 
to the side, flngersstraight along the lock 
plate pointing towards the muzzle. 



Handle Cartridge. _ 

1st. Draw the cartridge from the pouch. 
~nd. Bring it to the mouth, holding it 

between the fore-finger and thumb, an.d bite 
off the top of the cartridge. 

Prime. 

1st. Shake some powder into the pan, and 
place the three last fingers on the steel. 

~nd. Shut the pan by closing the elbow. 
3rd. Seize the small of the butt with the 

above three fingers. 
'Bout. 

1st. Turn the piece nimbly round to the 
loading position, meeting the muzzle with 
the heel of the right hand, the butt within 
two inches of the ground, and the flat of it 
against the left ancle: at the same time 
bring up the right shoulder to the front, and 
square the heels. 

~nd. Place the butt on the ground with
out noise, raise the elbow square with the 
shoulder, shake the powder into the barrel, 
putting in after it the paper and the ball, 
after which the fingers are straight, with the 
second joint of the fore-finger resting on the 
head of the ramrod and thumb pointing 
downwards, elbow square with the shoulder. 

In this position each recruit must feel the 
guard against the centre of the left shin, the 
thumb of the left hand pressed against the 
centre, and in front of .the left thigq, the 
muzzle of thefirelock to be brought in front 
of the "breast-:-plate, ~nd the barrel to the 
front. . " 
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Srd. Drop the right elbow close to the 
body, and seize the head of the ramrod with 
the second joint of the fore-finger and thumb. 

Draw Ramrods. 

1st. Force the ramrod half out, and seize 
it back-handed exactly in the middle, with 
the elbow square with the shoulder. 

2nd. Draw it entirely out with a straight 
arm above the shoulder, turning it at the 
same time to the front, put it one inch into 
the barrel; the ramrod is thus held between 
the two fore-fingers and thumb, with the 
two last fingers shut in the hand. 

Ram down Cartridge. 

1st. Push the" ramrod down, holding it as 
before exactly in the middle till the second 
finger touches the muzzle, elbow close. 

~nd. Press the ramrod lightly towards 
you, and slip the two fore-fingers and thumb 
to the point, then grasp it as before. 

3rd. Push the cartridge well down to the 
bottom. 

4th. Strike it two very quick strokes with 
the ramrod. 

Return Ramrods. 

1st. Draw the ramrod half out, catching 
it back-handed, with the elbow square. 

2nd. Draw it entirely out with a strnight 
arm above the shoulder, turning it to the 
front ;, put it into the loops, and force it as 
quickly as possible to the bottom. the fore
finger and thumb holding the raIfiroa as in 
the position immediately previous to drawing 
it, and after a pause of one pace of the slow 
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time bring the firelock with one motion to 
the same position as at the word prirne and 
load, at the same time resuming the half 
face to the right, and carrying the right foot 
diagonally to the rear. 

As Front Rank. Ready. 

Place the thumb of the right hand on the 
cock, and fingers behind the guard, and 
cock the piece; then take a grasp of the 
~utt, fixing the eye steadily upon some object 
III front. 

P'sent. 

Bring the firelock up to the present slowly 
and independently until in line with the 
object the eye had fixed upon; then pull the 
trigger without a jerk, and when fired, re· 
~ai~ looking on the aim until the word load 
IS gIVen. 

Too much pains cannot be taken to pre
vent the recruit from raising his firelock 
with a jerk, it must be deliberately raised 
until aligned with the object that the eye is 
fixed upon, and so that he may lay the right 
cheek on the butt without too much stooping 
of the head; particular care must be taken 
that the recruit in this position shuts the 
left eye in taking aim, looking along the 
barrel with the right eye from the breech. 
pin to the muzzle. 

Load. 

Bring down the firelock to the pdrning 
position, and take hold of the cock with the 
thumb and fingers behind th~ guard, and 



85 

draw it back to the half cock; the loading 
will be performed as before directed. 

Shoulder Arms. 

Seize the small of the butt and place the 
firelock on the left shoulder, bringing the 
shoulders and heels square to the front. 

As Rear Rank. Ready. 

Make a half face to the right, which will 
bring the left toe direct to the front, and 
step with the right foot as far to the right 
as will bring the right toe of each man close 
to the toes of the left foot of his right-hand 
man and pointing to the right; at the same 
time bring down the firelock to the right 
side, seizing it with the left hand at the 
swell; the side-brass to be four inches above 
the right hip, and cock the firelock, fixing 
the eye on some object in front, as before 
directed. 

P'sent. 

Bring up the firelock to the present slowly 
and independently, and pull the trigger 
when the object is covered, as before direct
ed for front rank. 

Load. 

Bring down the firelock to the position 
described for making ready as rear rank, 
and half cock, as before directed. 

Handle Cartrjdge. 

As before directed. 
Prime. 

As before directed. 
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'Bout. 

Turn the piece nimbly round to the load
ing position, meeting the muzzle with the 
heel of the right hand, butt within two 
inches of the ground, and the flat of it 
against the inside of the left ancle, bringing 
the right shoulder square to the front, and 
keeping the right foot fast. 

52nd. Place the butt on the ground with
out noise, inside the hollow of the left foot, 
and proceed as before directed. 

Draw Ramrods. 

As before directed. 
Ram down Cartridge. 

As before directed. 
Return Ramr·ods. 

As before directed, and after a pause of 
one pace of slow time, bring the firelock to 
the position of prime and load, resuming the 
right half face. 

TO FIRE KNEELING. 

As Front Rank kneeling. Ready. 

Sink down smartly on the right knee, 
which is to be drawn back about six inches 
from the left heel, the left leg to be perpen
dicular, the head and body erect, the fire
lock to be brought down to the priming posi
tion, the side-brass in line with the haunches; 
then cock the piece, and grasp the small of 
the butt, at the same time fixing the eyes 
steadfastly on some object in front. 
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P'sent. 

Raise the firelock slowly until in line with 
the object, and fire as already directed for 
front rank standing. 

Load.-Handle Cartridge--Prime. 

As before directed. 
'Bout. 

With the left hand. pass the firelock round 
in front of the left knee, and bring it to the 
left side close to the thigh, the butt to the 
rear, the sling upwards, the muzzle about 
thtree inches farther back than the left knee. 

Load.-Draw Ramrods._Ram down Cartridge.-Return 
Ramrods. 

As before directed, and bring the firelock 
round in front of the left knee to the priming 
position by shifting it through the left hand. 

N. B. When the word Order Arms is given, the men 
are to spring up to the standing position, bringing the 
firelock to the order. 

As Rear Rank kneeling. Ready. 

Sink down smartly on the right knee, 
which is to "Qe drawn back about six inches 
diagonally to the right of the left heel; the 
left leg to -be perpendicular, the head and 
body erect, the firelock to be brought down 
to the priming position, the side-brass four 
inches above the haunches; then cock the 
piece and grasp the small of the butt, at the 
same time fixing the eyes steadfastly on 
some object in front. 

P'sent.-Load.-Handle Cartridge-Prime. 

As before directed. 
D I 
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'Bout. 

Turn the body to the- right and lean to 
the rear, and with the left hand reverse tho 
firelock, bringing the butt to the front, .the 
ii\ling upwards, the muzzle about the same 
height as the right elbow. 

The recruits being thoroughly grounded in the 
forl'going ingtructions, may now be practised in two 
ranks at close order, iil the different firings ad a company 
ill line, as a wing of a battalio!,!, as a battalion firing a 
volley, file firing, &c. &c. 

From tweniy to thirty files may now be formed into 
two rank~ at close order, with shouldered arms and 
fixed bayonets. 

As a Company, Prime and Load. 

The front rank and rear rank as described 
in the foregoing directions, each man doing 
his motions with the greatest celerity, and 
as correctly as shewn in slow time; after 
shutting th'e pan, and placing the hand on 
the small of the butt, the right-hand man 
will, as soon as he hears the division has 
done, cast about, the division taking the time 
from him; after casting about, each man 
will foad and work his ramrod, as shewn in 
slow time, but the motions to be done with
out pause between them. 

After returning ramrods, the whole remain 
perfectly steady, with the fore-finger and 
thumb grasping the head of the ramrod, and 
after a pause of one slow pace, come to the 
priming position. 

Company, 

This serves as a caution only. 
Ready. 

As shewn before, b()th ranks keeping the 
feet fast. 
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P·sent. 

As befote direeted :-" P'sent"-At the 
close of the General, or at the word Cease 

.firing, the company, if made ready, receivefD 
the words Half- Cock Ar1ns. ' 

Half-Cock Arms. 

Place the thumb of the right hand in front 
of the cock-screw, and the fore-finger at the 
same· time upon the trigger; the cock is 
then to be drawn a little back, and the trig
ger to be drawn so as to disengage the 
catch; the cock to be gently let down till 
the edge of the flint touches the hammer; 
then quit the trigger and draw back the 
cock to the catch of the half-cock; the 
small of the butt to be seized with the right 
hand, and the right foot brought up to the 
left. 

Shoulder Arms. 

In the usual manner, and stand perfectly 
,gteady. 

But-if the company should be in the act 
of loading, it will go on, and come to the 
priming position when done, waiting for the 
command of the officer to shoulder. 

Firing as a wing or as a battalion, is 
performed precisely as laid down for a com
pany. 

When a battalion fires a vollev, and it is 
not intended to reload, the caution will be 
given tofire a volley and half-cock (at the 
priming position). The battalion will then 
Shoulder Arms !1nd Shut Pans, by word of 
command from the Commanding Officer. 

n<) 
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N. B.-A company, wing, or battalion, can prime 
and load, or make ready from the omer, with the seme 
ease as from the shoulder., 

For instance, at the words Prime and slip the thumb 
behind the barrel, and at the word Load according to 
direction. 

Any movement can take place from" Ordered Arms," 
as occasions may require in the following manner:
Upon thl) first word of the caution, bring the fingers 
round the barrel, and raise the butt about one inch 
from the ground, with the muzzle close against the 
hollow of the left shoulder; and at the word Halt 
resume the position of" Ordered Arms." 

The long trail, for the ease of the soldier, may be 
used on a line of march, or in marching to and .from 
the place of parade, or exercise, or with guards march
ing to and from their posts. 

Trailed arms must never be used in field movements, 
as upon such occasion::! it will cause loose marching" 
and loss of distance. 

How pel:fOrmed at the Halt. 
Trail Arms. 

Slip the right hand down to the swell of 
the stock, and lower the muzzle to a hori
zontal direction; at the same time the' rear 
rank will fall nimbly back a short pace, so 
that the muzzle of the firelock shall touch 
the cuft' of the front-rank man's jacket. 

Change Arms. 

Change from one hand to the other, as 
often as may be necessary. 

The short trail must never be used in 'any instance, 
exce~t the second motion of the order, and fixing and 
unfixmg bayonets on the march, as such motion tends 
to cramp the muscles of the arm. 

At the worp. Halt, arms are to be ordered without 
the word 01'der Arms, when the rear rank will close 
to the front. ' 
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INDEPENDENT, OR FILE FIRING. 
" Independent or file firing may commence 

from the right or left of companies, or from 
any pl1rticular part of the line, as may be 
directed, and should be done as follows:-

At the close of the preparative, the first 
file will begin, the caution havmg previously 
announced at what part of the Tine the firing 
is to commence; when the first file comes to 
the present, the next file makes ready, and 
so on for the first fire, after which each file 
will fire as soon as loaded, the rear rank man 
keeping his eye on his front-rank man, and 
preserving his fire until his front-rank man 
has fired, and at the close of the General 
they will come to the shoulder independently, 
after loading. . 

The recruits having a thorough knowledge 
of the preceding portion of the drill, may 
now be formed in four ranks and practise to 
receive cavalry with two ranks kneeling, as 
it is necessary to do so in square four deep. 

Prepare to resist <.::avalry.-Ready. 

The first rank kneel as front t"ank, tne 
second rank kneeling as rear rank, both 
bringing at the same time the butt of the 
firelock in front of the- right knee, the lock 
turned uppermost, the right hand lightly 
grasping the sma;}'l of the butt,. h~ldIDg the 
firelock firm with the left hand. at the middle 
of that part between the thjrd! loop and the
swell, the lower part of the l-eft arm resting 
upon the thigh, the muzzle of the fire-lock 
slanting upwards> so that the point of the 

D3 
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bayonet will be about the height of a horse's 
nose. ~,""'I. ' ~;" 

The third rank make readr as a rear 
rank, with this difference; they will carry 
the right foot only six inches to the right; 
the fourth rank make ready as rear rank; 
in this the kneeling ranks do not cock, the 
two standing ranks will commence file firing 
at the close of the Preparative, or at the 
words commence Firing,-and at the close 
of the General, or at the words Cease.firing, 
they will load, and come to the front with 
ordered arms (at the right side), and shoul. 
der by word of command, with the kneeling 
ranks who will also shoulder from the right 
side; the kneeling ranks may be fired if 
necessary, for which the Commander will 
give the words Kneeling Ranks, 1'eady, 
p'sent, and which they do as directed in the 
foregoing instruction; then with a quick 
motion bring the firelock down to resist 
cavalry as before, and remaip perfectly steady 
till the word Load is given. 

N. B.-When the word Load is given, after firing in 
a square, the kneeling ranks will load as front ranks. 

S. ~5,. Turning on the March. 
Right Turn.-Left Turn. 

Turning on the March, in order to con. 
tinue it, is necessary when companies, or 
their divisions, are moving in file, and that, 
without halting, it is eligible to make them· 
move on in front; or when moving in front, 
it is proper without halting to make them 
move on iIi file. 
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Right About, turn.-Left About, turn.-Forward. 

This movement is applicable to companies 
whereby the front is changed on the march 
without halting. On the word Turn, each 
individuaJ soldier, without changirig step, or 
cadence, comes to the right or left about on 
his own ground, and in his own person per
forming the movement in the time prescribed 
for three distinct paces, then marking time 
till he receives the word Forward, when he 
resumes the full pace to the front . 

. 'Strong taps of the drum, rpguiated by the plummet, 
will be given immediately before the word March, to 
imprint the required measure on the mind of the j'e
cruit; but the words left, right, are never to be used. 

S. 26. Open and Close Order, on the 
March. 

Rear Rank, take Open Order. 

The squad, when moving to the front in 
slow time, receives the words Real' Rank, 
take Open Order; on which the front rank 
continues its march, without altering the 
pace, and the rear rank marks the time, one 
pace, and steps off at the second step. 

Rear Rank take Close Order. 

On the words Rem' Rank, take Close 
Order, the rear rank steps nimbly up to 
close oider, and instantly resumes the pace 
at which the front rank has continued to 
march. 

S. Ci,7. March in File to a Flank. 
The accuracy of the march in file is so 

essential in all countermarches, file move-
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ments; and all deployments from close column,. 
that the recruit camiot be too much exercised 
in it. 

To the -facer March-. 

After Facing, and at the word ]jlarch, the 
whole squad steps off at the same instant,. 
each replacing, or rathe·r overstepping, the 
foot of the man before him; that is, the 
right foot of the second man comes within 
the left foot of the first, and thus of every 
one, more or less overlapping that of his 
preceding man. The front rank will march 
straight along the given line; each soldie~ 
of that rank must look along the necks or 
those before him, and never to right or 
left, otherwise a waving of the march will 
take place, and, of ~ourse, the loss and ex
tension of the line and distance, whenever
the body returns to its proper front. The 
men of the rear rank must regulate them
selves by their leaders of the front rank, 
and always dress in their file-. Although 
file marching is. in general made in quick 
time, yet it must also be practised and made 
in slow time. The same position of feet, as' 
above, takes place in all marching in front~ 
where the rear rank is close4, and locked 
up. 

The Instruetor must take care tnat every man takes 
at once his full length of pace at the word Marcli. 

s. ~~. Wheeling in File. 
r . 

SlJuad.-Eight Wbeel.-Left Wheel: . 

The squad, when marching in file must~ 
be accustomed to. wheel its. head; to eithev-



45 

flank; each file following successively, with
out losing or increasing distance. On this 
occasion, each file makes its separate wheel 
on a pivot moveable in a very small degree, 
but without altering its time of march. The 
front-rank men, whether they lire pivot men 
or not, must keep up to their distance, and 
the wheeling men must take a very extended 
step, and lose no time in moving on. 

The head of a company marching in file, must change 
direction in the same manner on the moveable pivot, by 
gradually gaining the new froni the old direction, and 
thereby avoiding the sudden stop that otherwise would 
take place. 

S .. fZg. Wheeling f01!Wardfr01n the Halt. 
Right Wheel.-Quick March.-Halt. 

The directions already given for the 
wheeling of a single rank (vide Sect. 16) 
are to be strictlv 'attended to in this wheel of 
the squad. On" the words Right (or Left) 

. Wheel, the rear rank if, at one pace dis
tance, locks up. At the words Quick lI/arch, 
the whole step together in quick time, and 
the rear rank, during the wheel, inclines so 
as to cover the proper front-rank men. At 
the word Halt, the whole remain perfectly 
steady. 

S.80. Wheeling backward. 

The squad must be practised in wheeling 
backward in quick time. In this wheel, 
the ranks may preserve the distance of one 
pace from each other. Great attention 
should be paid, to prevent the recruits from 
fixing their eyes on the ground. (Vide Sec" 
~:~~ ,,., '\ 
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OF THE COMPANY. 

S . .31. Formation rif the Company. 

The recruit being thoroughly grounded 
in all the preceding parts of the drill, is now 
to be instructed in the movements of the 
company, as a more immediate preparation 
for his joining the battalion; for this pur
pose from 10 to QO files are to be assembled, 
formed, and told off, in the following man
ner, as a company in the battalion. 

The company FALLS IN at close order, with 
shouldered arms, the files lightly touching-, 
but without crowding; each man will tIlen 
occupy a space of about Ql inches. The 
commander of the company takes post on 
the right of the front rank, covered by a ser
jeant in the rear rank. The other serjeants 
will form a third, or supernumerary rank, 
three paces from the rear rank. 

When a company is thus singly formed 
with its officers, the captain is on the right, 
and the other officers in the rear, as also the 
drummer or pioneer in a third rank, at three 
paces distan,ce. In this formation companies 
are to assemble on their private parades, 
being sized from flanks to centre. . 

The company will be told off in sub-divi
sions, and four sections. If four officers are 
present, the captain, when the company is 
in column of sections, takes the leading sec
tion, the next in seniority the third section, 
the third in rank the fourth section, and the 
Junior officer the second. The-covering ser-
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jeant will cover the second file from the pivot 
of the le'ading section. When there are but 
three officers, the covering serjeant will take 
the second section from the head of the 
column. The company will also be told off 
by threes from the right, numbered 1, 2, S. 

Should there be a blank file in telling off 
the company in line, it will iuvariably be the 
fourth file from the left . 
. When thus formed, the company will be 

practised in 

and Ranks. 
Opening} 

Closing of 

Dressing to the r~ar, y t e
1 

rf"~ It an 
{

to the front, } b h . I d 

. bI" d"" e t lfl an 0 Ique Irectton, • 

and be exercised in the several motions of 
the firelock. 

Close order is the chief and primary order 
in which the battalion and its patts at all 
times assemble and form. Open order is 
only regarded as an exception from it, and 
occasionally used in situations of parade and 
show. In close order, the rear rank is 
dosed up to within one pace, the length of 
which is to be taken from the heels of one 
rank to the heels of the other rank. In open 
order, they are two paces distant from each 
other; when for inspection, three paces. 

In order to distinguish the words of com· 
mand" given by the instructor of the drill 
(who represents the commander of the bat. 
talion) from those given by the commander 
of the company, or its divisions, the com-
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those of the latter in Italic. " 1 

S. 3~. Mm'ching to the Pront 

BY THE RIGHT. (OR LEFT), ~IARCH, OR QUICR MARCH. 

1. In the drill of the company, the per
son instructing must always consider it as a 
company in battalion, and regulate all its 
movements upon that principle; he will 
therefore, before he puts it in motion to front 
or rear, indicate which flank is to direct, by 
giving the word BY THE RIGHT, LEFT, OR 

CENTRE, MARCH, on which eyes will be 
directed full to the front, and the touch 
preserved to the named flank, or to the 
centre, as required. Should the right be 
the directing flank, the commander of the 
company himself will fix on objects to march 
upon in a line truly perpendicular to the 
front of the company; and when the left 
flank is ordered to direct, he and his cover
ing serjeant will shift by the rear to the left 
of the front rank, and take such objects to 
march upon. The conductor of the com
pany, before the word MARC« is given, will 
remark some distinct object on the ground, 
in his own front, and perpendicular to the 
directing flank; he will then observe some 
nearer and intermediate point in the same 
line, such as a stone, tuft of· grass, &c.; he 
will move upon them with accuracy, 'and as 
he approaches the nearest of these points, 
he must from time to time, choose fresh ones 
in the original direction, which he will by 
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this means preserve, never having fewer 
than two such points to move upon. 

~. As the MARCH of every body, except 
in the case of inclining, is made on lines 
perpendicular to its front, each individual 
composing that body must remain perfectly 
square to the given line; otherwise he will 
naturally and insensibly move in a direction 
perpendiCUlar to his owiI person, and thereby 
open out, or close in, according to the man
ner in which he is turned from the true 
point of his march. If the distortion of a 
tingle man operates in this manner, and all 
turnings of the head do so distort him, it 
may be easily imagined what that of several 
will occasion, each of whom is marching on 
.a different front, and whose lines of direc
tion are crossing each other. 

S. 88. The Side Step. 

'The side or closing step must also be fre
quently practised; it is very necessary and 
useful on many occasions, when halted, and 
when a very small distance is to be moved 
to either flank. 

TO THE RIGHT OR LEFT, CLOSE. 

'Vhen the whole company is to close to a 
flank, if supposed to be a division of a column, 
its commander remains ill his place upon the 
flank, and cl.oses with his company; but if 
the company is to be considered as the divi
sion of a line, and no stated number of paces 
is mentioned, its commander will in that case 
step nimbly forward on the caution TO THE 

F. 1 
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RIGHT (OR LEFT), CLOSE, and i>lace hiniself 
three paces in front of that flank which is 
supposed the inner one, or that which is 
nearest to the centre of the line, in order that 
he may be prepared to halt his company at 
the proper time, as well as to take a g(meral 
superintendance of its movement. 

QUICK MARCH. 

A t the words QUICK MARCH, the men step 
off together. 

HALT. 

On the word HALT being given, the officer 
instantly resumes his place in the line by the 
rear. 

S . .'3,t.. To Form Four Deep. 
FORM FOUR DEEP.-MARCH. 

1. The company will be told off from the 
right by alternate files right and left; and 
when it is intended to form four deep, pre
serving the same front, the word FORM FOUR 

DEEP will be given, upon which the rear 
rank will step back one pace, and on the 
word MARCH, the left files will double behind 
the right files, by taking one pace to the 
rear with the left feet, and one pace to the 
right with the right feet, which forms four 
deep, leaving the intervals which the left 
files had quitted. ' 

REAR, FORM FOUR DEEP.-MARCH. 

'2. When four deep is to be formed to the 
reo]". On the same caution the rear rank 
will step hack as before, and on the word 
',fAItCH, the whole go to the right- ahout, and 
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the left files will then double as before, III 

the proper rear of the right files. 
RIGHT, FORM FOUR DEEP.-MARCH. 

3. When ground is to be taken to the 
right in the formation if fOllT deep. On 
the caution the rear rank steps back as 
before, and on the word MARCH, the whole 
face to the right, and the left fi1es, at the 
same instant, form on the right of the right 
files, taking one pace to the right with the 
right feet, and one pace to the front with 
the left feet. 

LEFT, FORl\I FOUR DEEP.-MARCH. 

4. When gTound is to be taken to the lett. 
The rear rank steps back as before, and on 
the word MARCH, the whole face to the left, 
and the left files, at the same instant, form 
on the left of the right files, by taking one 
pace to the left with the left feet, and one 
pace to the rear with the right feet. 

In all these formations two deep is re-formed from 
each of them by the word Front, upon which the files 
move up to thdr respective intervals into line, the rear 
rank immediately closing on the front rank; the word 
Halt will precede the word Front if the company has 
been in movement. 

In moving to a flank, file marching may be adopted, 
if necessary, by the files leading out in their proper 
order upon the word, FORM TWO DEEP; and, at the 
word RE-FORM FOUR DEEP, resuming their former 
places. 

S. 35. File 1I1m'ching. 
LEFT FACE. 

In marching by files, the commander of 
the company will lead on the inward flank 

"C) 
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of the front rank, his covering serjeant lead
ing the front rank; therefore when the 
movement is by the left, on the word TO THE 

LEFT FACE, he will instantly shift to the left 
flank of the company by the front, and his 
covering serjeant by the rear; at the word 
QUICK l\IARCH, the whole step off together 
(vide Section, 15,): and on the word 
Halt, Front, the leader and his Serjeant 
will return to their posts on the right by the 
rear. 

S. 36. Wheeling from a Halt. . 
RIGHT WHEEL, QUICK MARCH.-Halt, Dress. 

In wheeling either forward or backward 
from a halt, the commander of the company, 
on the word RIGHT or LEFT WHEEL, moves 
out, and places himself one pace in front of 
the centre of his company; during the wheel, 
he turns towards his men, and inclines to
wards that flank which has been named as 
the directing, or pivot one, giving the word 
Halt, Dress, when his wheeling man has 
just completed the required degree of wheel; 
he then squares his company, but without 
moving what was the standing flank, and 
takes his post on the dir.ecting flank. 

S. 37. Wheeling forward by Sub-divisions 
from Line. 

BY SUB-DIVISIONS, RIGHT WHEEL. 

1. On the caution BY SUB-DIVISro~S, 
RIGHT WHEEL, the commander of the com
pany places himself one pace in front of the 
centre of the right sub-division, at the same 
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time the men on the right of the front rank 
of each sub-division face to t.he right . 

. QUICK ![ARcH.-Halt, Dress. 

At the word QUICK MARCH, each sub-divi
sion steps off in quick time',' observing the 
directions given in Sects. 16 and ~9. The 
commander of the company turning to
wards the men of the leading sub-division, 
and inclining to its left (the proper pivot 
flank), gives the word Halt, Dress, for both 
sub-divisions, as his wheeling man is taking 
the last step that finishes the wheel square; 
and instantly posts himself on the left, the 
pivot flank. The covering serjeant shifting 
by the rear to the proper pivot flank, assumes 
his place in column, one pace in rear of the 
second file from the pivot, the senior subal
tern taking post on the pivot flank of the 
second sub-division; the commander of the 
company always leading the first. 

2. The company marching to the front may be 
wheeled into open column of sub-divisions on the move
able pivot, to either flank without halting; the instructor 
gh'ing the word FORWARD, when the sub-divisions have 
wheeled square into column. 

The proper pivot flank in column is that which, when 
wheeled up to, preserves the divisions of the line in the 
:natural order, and to their proper front; the other is 
the reverse flank. 

In column, divisions cover and dress to the proper 
pivot flank; to the left when the right is in front; and 
to the right when the left is in front. 

S. 38. Wheeling backwards by Sub-dim·
~ions from Line .. 

CAUTION, 

The company will also break into open 
E3 



column of sub-divisions by wheeling back
wards. When the right is intended to be in 
front; at the caution BY SUB-DIVISIONS ON 

THE LEFT, BACKWARD WHEEL, the comman
der of the company moves out briskly and 
p1aces himself one pace in front of the centre 
of the right sub-division. The man on the 
left of the front rank of each suo-division at 
the same time faces to the right. 

QUICK ~!A.IlCH.-Halt, Dress. 

On the word QUICK MARCH,. each sub-di
vision wheels backward, as directed in 
Sections 17 and 30. During the wheel, 
the commander of the company turns towards 
his men, inclining at the same time to the 
left, or pivot flank, and on completing the 
wheel gives the word Halt, Dr'ess, to both 
divisions; he and his covering serjeant then 
place themselves in their proper stations, as 
directed in the last Section. 
S. 39. 1l1arching on an Alignment, in Open 

Column qf Sub-divisions. 
MARCH. 

The company having wheeled backwards, 
by sub-divisions from line, (as directed in 
the foregoing Section,) and a distant marked 
object in the prolongation of the two pivot 
flanks being taken; the commander of the 
company, who is now on the pivot flank of 
the leading sub-division, immediately fixes 
on his intermediate points to march on.. 
(Vide Section 82.) On the word: MAR€H" 

giv;:.n by Lbe mstruc.t(i))j of the' drill!, moth 
divisio]Js, step o1l" at the same ins~mt; the 
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leader of the first division marching with the 
utmost steadiness and equallity of pace on the 
points he has taken; and the commander of 
the second division preserving the leader of 
the first in the exact line with the distant 
object; at the same time he keeps the dis
tance necessary for forming from the preced
ing division, which distance is to be taken 
from the front rank. These objects must 
occupy the whole attention of the leaders of 
the two divisions. 

S. 40 Wheel£ng £nto Line from Open 
Column if Sub-divisions. 

RALT.-LEl1T WHEEL INTO LINE.-QUICK !IARCH. 

Halt, Dress.-Eyes Front. 

1. The company being in open column of 
sub-divisions, marching on the alignment 
receives the word HALT from the instructor 
of the drill; both divisions instantly halt~ 
and the instruotor sees that the leaders of 
the divisions are correct on the line in which 
they have moved; he then gives the word 
e supposing the right of the company to be 
in front) by sub-divisions LEFT WHEEL INTO 

LINE; on which the commander of the com
pany goes to the centre of his sub-division, 
the two pivot men face to their left exactly 
square with the alignment, the rear rank 
men covering off, and a serjeant runs out 
and places himself in a line with them, so 
as to mark the precise point at which the 
right flank of the leading sub-divisions is to 
halt, when it shall have completed its wheel • 
.f\t the· word Q.UICK MARCH" the whole wheel 
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up in quick time; during the .wheel, the 
commander of the company turmngtowards 
his men, inclines to the wheeling flank, and 
gives the word Halt, Dress, at the moment 
the wheel of the division is completed: the 
commander of the company, if necessary, 
corrects the internal dressing of the company 
on the serjeant and pivot men: this dress
ina must be quickly made, and, when done, 
th~ commander of the company gives the 
word Eyes ji'ont, and takes post in line. 

S. 41. Counte1'?nm·ching. 
The company, when it is to countermarch, 

must always be considered as a division of a 
battalion in column: the instructor of the 
drill will therefore, previous to his giving 
the caution to countermarch, signify whether 
the right or left is supposed to be in front, 
that the commander of the company, and his 
covering serjeant, may be placed on the 
pivot flank before such caution is given, as 
it is an invariable rule in the countermarch 
of the divisions of a column by files, that 
the facings be made from the flank, then 
the pivot one, to the one which is to become 
such. 

Counte1'march by file.s. 
RIGHT (OR LEFT) FACE.-QUICK MARcH.-Halt, Front, Dr., •. 

1. On the word RIGHT, OR LEFT, FACE, 

the company faces, the commander of it 
immediately takes one pace outwards, and 
faces inwards ready to halt his company; 
and his covering serjeant faces to the right 
about, and covers. At the word QUICK 



MARCH, the whole, except the commander 
and his covering serjeant, step off together, 
and the' leading file wheeling short round 
the front rank, proceeds, followed by the 
company in file, till it has reached the 
covering serjeant, who has remained immove
able; when the commander instantly gives 
the words Halt, Front, Dress, squares, and 
closes his company on his serjeant, and then 
replaces him. 

S. 4<~. Increasing and Diminishing the 
Front 0/ an Open Column halted. 

FORM COMPANy.-Left Sub-division, Left Half Face; Quick 

March.-Halt, Front, Dress up. 

INCREASING. 

The company standing in open column of 
sub-divisions (suppose the right in front) 
receives from the instructor of the drill a 
caution to FORM COMPANY; upon which the 
covering serjeants will run out to mark the 
pivot flank. The commander of the com
pany, turning round, instantly orders, Lift 
Sub-division, Lr::ft Ha!f Face; Qu£ck 
March ; and t.he leading (or pivot) file will 
march straight on the covering ~erjeant. 
'Vhen the left sub-division has obliqued so 
as to gain the line of the right sub-division, 
the commander gives the word Halt, Front, 
Dress up; and takes post on the left, the 
pivot flank of the company. 
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1"0RM 8UB-DIVISloNs.-Lejt Sub-division, Right .about thru. 

quarters Face, Quick Pilarch.-Halt, Front, Dress. 

DIMINISHING. 

On the cautionary command from the 
instructor of the drill to FORM SUB-DIVISIONS, 

the senior subaltern instantly falls back to 
mark the point where the left flank of the 
sub-division is to rest. The commander of 
the company, advancing one step, orders, 
Lifl Sub-division, Right about three
qllaTters Face, Quick March; and the 
leading file of the left sub-division marches 
in the diagonal direction, until the pivot 
file reaches the officer who has taken up its 
distance and covers; and who, when it shall 
reach him, gives the words I-lalt, Front, 
Dress. 

The commander remains on the left flank 
of the right sub-division, and the next officer 
on that of the left. 

In increasing and diminishing the front of an open 
column halted, upon the usual caution, the rear-rank 
man of the pivot file of the reverse suh-division falls 
back and covers the third file of his sub-division, in 
order to leave room for the flank of the other sub
division, resuming his place as soon as the flanks are 
clear. • 

It is to be observed as a general rule in diminishing 
the front of a column by the doubling of sub-divisions 
or sections, whether the column be halted or in motion, 
that the sub-division or section on the reverse flank is 
the one behind which the other sub-divisions or sections 
double. Thus, when the right is in front, the doubling 
will be in the rear of the right sub.division; and vice 
versa when the left is in front. And in increasing the 
front of a column, the rear sub· divisions, or sections, 
oblique to the hand the pivot flank is on ; so that, when 
the rigHt is in front, the obliquing will be to the left, 
and the reverse when the left is in front. 
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s. 43. Increasing and Dirninishing the 
Front cif an Open Colurnn on the March. 

INCREASING. 

FORM COMPANv.-Left Sub-Division, Left half-turn, Double. 
Front turn. Quick. 

The company marching at quick time in 
open column of sub-divisions (suppose right 
in front,) receives from the instructor of the 
drill the cautionary command, FORM COM

PANY: the commander of the company in
stantly turning round, gives the words, 
L'!ft Sub-division, lift half turn, Donble, 
and it instantly moves off at the Double 
March; and as soon as its inward flank is 
open, it receives the word Front tU1'n, and 
when in line with the reverse sub-division, 
Quick, the commander taking post on the 
pivo~ flank, towards which he has been 
movmg. 

DIMINISHING. 

FORM sun-DlvlsIONs.-Left Sub-division mark time; Right 
half turn. 

\Vhen the instructor of the drill gives the 
caution to FORM SUB-DIVISIONS, the com
mander of the company, advancing one step, 
immediately orders, Left Sub-division, rnark 
time: R£ght hnlf tum; and when it has 
doubled properly behind the right one, the 
senior subaltern gives the word, Front t{(Tn, 
placing himself on its pivot flank. 

The same directions that apply to increasing or 
diminishing by sub-divisions, apply equally by sections. 

If the column is moving in slow time, when its front 
i~ to be increased, the di I'ision moving up will do so in 
quick time; but when the column is marching in quick 
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double time as directed. 

S. 44. The Company in Open Column 0/ 
Sub-divisions to pass a short Dejile,by 
breaking off Files. 

BREAK OFF THREE FILEs.-Three Files, right turn, left wheel. 

The company is supposed in open column 
of sub-divisions, with the right in front; 
when the leading division is arrived within 
a few paces of the defile, it receives from
the instructor of the drill an order to break 
off a certain number of files '( suppose three.) . 
The commander of the leading division in
stantly gives the words, Three .file~, on tlte 
left, Tight fllJ'll, lift wheel; the named files 
immediately turn to the right, and wheeling 
to the left follow in file in rear of the left 
flank of the sub-division. When the second 
sub-division comes to the spot where the 
first division contracted its front, it will 
receive the same words of command from its 
own leader, and will proceed in like manner. 

Two Files, right turn. 

Should it be required to diminish the 
front of the column one or two files more, 
the commander of the leading division will, 
as before, order the desired number of files 
to tUTn; on which those already in the rear 
will incline to the right, so as to cover the 
files now ordered to break off, and which 
turn to the right and wheel to the left in the 
manner already prescribed. 

In this movement, the files in the rear of the sub
divisions must lock well up, so as not to impede the 
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march of the succeeding divisioOl. The covering ser
jeant will cover his officer until all the files are again 
brought up. 

Three Jiles to the Front. 

As the defile widens (or the instructor of 
the drill shall direct,) the commander of the 
leading sub-division will order files to move 
up to the front, by giving the word, One, 
two or three .files to the front; on which 
the named files turn to their front (the left,) 
and lengthening their pace, march up, file 
by file, to the front of their sub-division, and 
immediately resume the march. Those 
files which are to continue in the rear will 
·oblique to the left, lengthening also their 
-step, till they cover, and are closed up to 
the right flank of their sub-division. 

It is to be ob"erved that in passing a df'file, the rule 
is that the files break off from the pivot flank; but ill
terru·ptions may in some ca;oes present themselves, re
quiring that files be bruken off from the reverse flank. 
The same instructions apply in both cases. 

S.4S: The C01npany halted or on the March 
Moves to a flank, in Column of Sections, 
or of Sections of Threes. 

SECTI6NS, on THllEES, RIGHT OR LEFT ~HOULDERS FORWARD

ifhalted, QUICK >lARCH, FORWARD.--SECTIONS, OR THREES, 

ON THE BIGHT OR LEFT BACKWARDS WHEEL, QUICK MARCH, 

Halt, Dress. 

The company from line will be practised 
in forming sections and sections of threes, 
both when halted and in motion, by the 
command, SECTIONS, OR THREES, RIGHT OR 

LEFT SHOULDERS FORWARD-QUICK MARCH, 

FORWARD; and the only exception to this 
rule will be, when pivots are required to be 

F 1 



accurately dressed, or when the alignement 
of the company is to be preserved; in this 
case the command will be, SECTIONS, OR 

THREES, ON THE RIGHT OR LEFT BACKWARDS 

WHEEL, QUICK MARCH, Halt, Dress. 
mOHT OR LEFT SHOULD:cns FORWARD-FOR WAnD. 01' Halt, 

Dress. 

In re-fol'ming company, the command will 
be RIGHT OR LEFT SHOULDERS FORWARb~ 
FORWARD, if the mar'ch is to be continued; 
otherwise, Halt, Dress. 
J~H;nT OR LEFT WHEEL INTO LINE, QUICK MADCH, Halt, Dre8s. 

When pivots are required to be accurately 
dressed, or when the alignement is to be pre
:-;el'ycd, the command will 'be, RIGHT OR LEFT 

\I'HEEL INTO LINE, QUICK MARCIl, ~I{(lt, 
Dress. 

The word Forward, or Halt, must be given just as 
the outward Illen of threes are completing their third 
pace. 

Should the t<:'lling off by threes leave either one or 
t" 0 files over, they will be placed on the right of the 
left se'ction of threes, which is always to be complete. 
If there is one file over-on the word THREES, SHOUL

DERS FORWARD, the front-rank man wheels up, and 
places him' elf in rear of the pivot flank of the section 
in front of l,illl; his rear-rank man placing himself in 
the rear of its 'reverse flank, both men locking up ; 'but 
If the odd file is a blank one, the reverSe flank of the 

"preceding section must 'necessarily remain uncovered. 
If there are two files over,-they wheel as ordered, and 
form a section of themselves, covering the outward 
tlanks of the section preCEding them; but if one of 
these two files is a blank file, the three men will form a 
single rank, the two front-rank men covering the flanks 
of the pr<:,ceding section, and the rear-rank man s-tep
ping up betwel?l1 them. 

In forming threes from line to the right or to the left 



by the shoulders. for~ard, the leading section must fJ:e
quently be practised'to wheel lIpon the centre man of 
the three, as they will .often be required t.o do so, in 
disengaging to the rear, when formed as a division of a 
line. ' 

The company at any time may form THREES to a 
fi;lIlk, after tl)e tf,'lling off has b€'en d.eranged, if the men 
are practised to do so rapidly in succession. The first 
three i$ formed at once; the fO\lrth man in the front 
rank then sees that he is the pivot for the next three, 
and turns or faces into the new direction; the seventh 
file then follow; and so on to the reverse flank of the 
company; when on the march, the company may mark 
time until" th,e thre~s are furmed, wh~n they receive the 
word FORWARD". 

In changing til-e direction of a column of threes, the 
command will be the same as in file marching, right 
wheel-left wheel. 

Should it be required to form company upon the lead
ing three, the commander will order FRONT FORM 

COMPANY', upon which the leading three will mark time, 
the remainder will make a half turn to the proper hand, 
and moving up to their proper places in line will mark 
time, until the word FURWARD or HALT is given. 

If from "eetions of threes it be required to form sub
divisions or sections, the commander will order RIGHT 

(or LEFT) TURN, RIGHT (or LEFT) WHEEL, and when 
in file, FRONT FORM SUB-DIVISIONS (or SECTIONS). 

upon which the leading file of sub-divisions ( or sections) 
will mark time; the remainder turn their bodies a whole 
face to the proper hand, and wheel in sub-divisions or 
.~ections to the right or left as may be required. Dur
ing tllese formations the company leader will move by 
the front to his proper station. 

The company marching to a flank in threes will be 
practised t!l turn to the right and left, and to the right 
about, wheeling fQrward, afterwards. rear rank in front; 

'the company may also be inverted by wheeling the 
threes forward on their reverse flank, as the inversion 
can at any moment be corrected. 
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S. 46. Forming Compan!J~· S'lltb·div£sions, 
Sections, or Sections rif Tkrees, from 
File Mm'clting. 

FRONT FORM COMPANY, SUB-DIVISIONS, OR SECTIONS. 

A t this word of com~and, the leading file 
marks time, the remainder turn their bodies 
a whole face to the left, and wheel to the 
right, looking to the outward flank and 
feeling inwards (that is to say) if right in 
front, turn to the left, and if left in front, 
turn to the right-the officer, if not already 
in his place, pa.ssing along the front to it 
during the wheel. 

As soon as the quarter circle is complete, 
the word FORWARD is given, if the march is 
to be continued. 

GENERAL PRINCIPLES 

FOR THE MOVEMENTS OF A BATTALION. 

Commands. 
All words of command must be gIven 

·short, quick, and loud, so as to be heard 
and understood from right to left of a 
battalion in line. The confidence and 
prompt obedience of the soldier can only be 

. in proportion to the firm, decided, and pro. 
per manner in which everyone gives his 
orders. 

Degrees qf March. 
Geuerallntentions. 

1. All military movements are intended 
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to be made with-,quickness, consistent with 
order, regular~ty, and without hurry or 
fatigue to the troops. 

Slow March. 

~. The slo~(step is particularly applicable 
to purposes of parade, and occasionally to 
the march of extended lines. 

Quick March. 

3. The. Quick l}1arch is the usual pace 
to be applied to all general movements of 
battalions, or general bodies, in column or 
line. 

Double March. 

4. The Double March is only to be ap
plied to the movements of the divisions of a 
battalion; that is, to the interior movements 
of the divisions of a battalion when forming 
on any of its fixed parts. It cannot be ap
plied to the movements of greater bodies, 
without exhausting the men, except upon 
peculiar occasions for a short distance; as 
in a charge, or where a post or position is to 
be seized, or the wheel of a column to be 
performed. In echellon movements the 
Double ~March may be safely applied to sub
divisions or sections, when used in rapid 
formations from line to square, and from 
square to line, or for quickly throwing back 
or forward a flank; but not to the march of 
companies or strong divisions in echellon 
changes of frollt or position. The double 
march must never be applied to file march
ing except in the formation of square on the 
two centre sub-divisions. 

J!3 
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Mm'ching in Line~ 
1. The march in line, either to front or 

rear, is the most important and most diffi
cult of all movements, -and requires every 
exertion of commanding officers and every 
attention of officers and men for its true 
attainment. The essential points to be 
observed are, tIle perpendicular direction of 
the march to the front of the battaNon as 
then standing; the- perfect squareness of 
shoulders and body of each individual i-the 
light touch of the files to the directing 
point i-and the accurate equality of cadence 
and step given by advanced serjeants. 

Dil'ecting Serjeunts. 

2. Every individual should therefore be 
well prepar('d for this movement. But to 
ensure its correct execution, three directing 
serjeants must be formed in the centre of the 
battalion; upon whose exact cadence, step,. 
squareness of body, and precision of move
ment, dependence can be placed. They will 
be posted as follows: one, between the 
colours in the front rank, covered by another 
in the rear rank, and again covered by a 
third in the supernumerary rank. 

S_ At all times when the battalion is 
formed in line, and directed to advance, the 
front directing serjeant, of the three, who 
lead the line, takes six paces to his front 
and halts; the two ot1ler serjeants who were 
covering him pass through the intervru, and 
move upon eaeh side of him; an officer or 
serjeant from the rear replaces the leading 
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serjeant, in the front rank, and is again 
covered by the. serjeant-major six or eight 
paces in rear of the line. These three 
points being corrected by the adjutan't, or a 
mounted officer, a fourth point in prolonga
tion is easily obtained. If a distinct and 
visible object should present itself in the 
true line, the mounted officer will order the 
directing serjeant to march upon it. If this 
be not the case, the directing seljeant, (after 
being assured by the mounted officer that 
he himself is perfectly and squarely placed~) 
will, by casting his eyes down the centre of 
his body, from the junction of his heels, 
take up and prolong a line perpendicular to 
himself and to the battalion; for this purpose 
he will observe and take up any accidental 
small point on the ground within 100 or 150 
paces. Intermediate ones cannot be want
ing, and their renewal is easy, as he succes
sively approaches them in his march. 

4<. These preparatory arrangements being 
made, the mounted officer will give the word 
" Ste(ul,lj," as a signal that the line of direc
tion is determined. 

5. When the battalion advances, the 
serjeant-major will remain steady in the rear 
of the line for 20 or 80 paces, to ascertain 
under the directions of the mounted officer, 
the squareness and correctness of the line of 
march. Hno waving or crowding in t~e line 
appear, the direction is certainly true, and 
the serjeant-major will then follow in the rear, 
covering as before. 

o. Upon the caution that the battalion is 
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to retire, the directing serje,ants will face 
about, and the same arrangemen'ts are made 
as directed for the advance. The rear~rank 
men must avoid closing their files more than 
usual, otherwise the front men, who are in 
general larger, will be crowded in their 
ranks. 

Wheeling. 
1. The manner of performing the wheels 

of a division is sufficiently explained in 
Sections 18 and 36. It is shewn that they 
are made on halted and moveable pivots; 
and it may only be necessary to add an ex
planation of the circumstances under which 
each description of wheel is respectively 
adopted. 

Wheel of divi.ions may be made forward or backward.-How 
performed. 

2. 'Vheels of divisions mav be made either 
forward or backward. In p~ogressive move
ment they are made forward, but particular 
occasions require that they should be made 
BACKWARD, on the pivot flank. In this 
manner the line may wheel into open column 
of companies, sub-divisions, or sections, and 
be prolonged when necessary to either flank, 
the pivots being thus preserved. The wheel 
backwards is also advantageously used in 
marching off parades, where guards are of 
different strengths, and is often essentially 
necessary in narrow grounds. By this 
means, although divisions should be unequal, 
either in the same battalioJ), orin, a line, 
yet aU their pivot flanks will, after the wheel, 
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remain ttuly dressed; of course, the distances 
will be just, the line of marching accurately 
preserved, and each division, by afterwards 
wheeling up, will exactly occupy the identical 
ground it quitted. The backwards wheel, 
however, need not be practised where the 
ground is uneven, and the divisions stronger 
than 15 or 16 files: where this is the case, 
the command will be FORM OPEN COLUMN 

RIGHT (OR LEFT) IN FRONT; upon which 
the pivot men face as required, and the 
divisions are FACED TO THE RIGHT ABOUT

RIGHT (or LEFT) WHEEL; and are halted and 
fronted by the leaders of each when the 
wheel is performed. 

Necessary Recollections. 

3. It appears that the number of paces of 
30 inches, comprised in the front of any 
division or body, is nearly 3-4<ths of the 
number of files, of which it is composed; 
and that the number of files being once 
ascertained in each division, the officer 
commanding it must on all occasions recol
lect the number of paces that are equal to 
his front. 
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Open Column. 
Fonnation of Open Column from Line. 

1. When a column is to be formed from 
line, it may be done by the wheel of divi
sions, either backward or forward. Upon 
the caution, the leaders of divisions place 
themselves close before the centre of their 
companies, facing to the frqnt; the pivots 
face, ·r.,nd a supernumerary serjeant of the 
right .01' left company (according to which 
flank IS to be in front) runs out, and places 
himself at the point where the wheeling 
flank of that company is to rest at the com
pletion of the wheel; the covering serjeants 
of the whole fall back one pace; and the 
supernumerary rank closes up within one 
.pace of the rear rank. \Vhen the wheel is 
performed, the covering serjeant covers the 
second file from the pivot flank. 

2. When divisions march by threes, in 
order to take up a new alignement in open 
column, either to the front or rear, the 
serjeant of each, successively, as it arrives 
at '20 paces from that line, runs out, takes 
his distance, covering in the alignement, and 
remains as a point on which his officer will 
conduct his division and afterwards occupy. 
\Vben such change of front is made from 
line to the front, each covering serjeant, in 
takincr distance for his own company, 
beco~es the point upon which the division 
next in front must be directed, and he 
resumes his station (by the reverse flank) in 
rear of his own company as soon as his place 
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is taken by the officer. In changes to the 
rear, the serjeants in like manner take dis
tance for their own company. which in this 
case will also form upon them. 

Covering of Pivots. 

3. In column, divisions cover and dress to 
the proper pivot flank; to the left when the 
right is in front; and to the right when the 
left is in front. The proper pivot flank in 
column is that which, when wheeled up to, 
preserves the divisions of the line in their 
natural order, and to their proper front; 
the other is called the reverse flank. 

Posting nf Serj~ant". 

4 .. The covering serjeant accompanies and 
assists the leader of a company in all his 
movements, and preserves his place when
ever the officer's duty requires him to quit 
it. 

5. When the column marches, if the offi
cer is in front of the company, the serjeant 
is on the pivot of the front rank, and is 
answerable for the division distance. If the 
officer remains on the pivot flank, the ser
jeant then falls back behind the rear rank, 
and covers the second file from the pivot. 

Column of sub-divisions. 

6. \Vhen the battalion is in column of 
sub-divisions, if there is no second officer, 
the covering serjeant takes the flank of the 
second sub-division. 

Column of Sections, and Threes, and Files. 

. 7. In column of sections the covering ser
Jeant takes the flank of the second section, 
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if there is not a third subaltern to command 
it. If there is a third subaltern, giving an 
officer to every section, then the covering 
serjeant will cover the second file from the 
pivot flank of the leading section. In the 
march by threes, the officer commanding the 
division is placed on the inner flank of the 
leading section of threes. The covering sel':" 
jeant leads the centre file. In file march
ing the covering serjeant leads the front 
rank. 

In Countermarches. 

5. 'Vhen di visions co un termarch in column, 
the position of the covering serjeant is the 
same as that laid down in the countermarch 
of a single company. (S. Ml.) 

'9. The same observation applies to the 
countermarch by ranks. (S. 46.) 

Formation of J;;ine from Open Column. 

10. On the caution, officers move to the 
centre of their companies, one pace from the 
front rank; their covering serjeants place 
themselves on the right of each, if the wheel 
is to be to the left, or behind the pivot file, 
if the wheel is to be to the right, and a ser
jeant of the leading company of the battalion 
runs up and places himself in the new 
alignement, to mark where the wheeling 
flank of that company is to rest. Pivot men 
of the front rank face square into the new 
direction, and the rear rank locks up to 
the front rank. The whole wheel up and 
halt. Officers dress the interior of their 

GI 



companies, and then replace their "~erjeants, 
who are now in the front rank. 

ColUIpD March. 

11. The rear division of a column, either 
of march or manreuvre, will constantly fol
low every turning which the head may 
make; each successively changing its direc
tion at the same point with the leading 
division; and although in route marching 
the files of a division may be permitted to 
loosen, and move with freedom, yet the pivot 
files must carefully preserve their place and 
distance at all times, under the constant 
superintendence of an officer of each division. 
In long marches, officers and pivot files may 
be frequently relieved in these essential 
attentions. Preparatory to any relaxation 
in route marching, the words MARCH AT 
EASE should be given, when the soldiers may 
be allowed to open their files, carry their 
arms as they please and converse. The 
officers may march likewise at ease, and with 

. the exception of the officer charged with the 
superintendence of the pivot files, they will 
be found most useful in the rear of their 
companies. At the word ATTENTION, files 
are closed, the step taken up, silence pre
served, and arms sloped. In this restored 
order all alterations of front, formations, &c" 
should be executed. 

Music, Drummers, &c. 

12. In passing in Review Order, the 
drummers arc with the music, in front; in 
Field Movements the drummers and music 
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are in the rear, when the battalion is in line, 
and on the reverse flank when in column. 

Close Column. 
1. When close columns are formed, the 

companies, or divisions, are one pace dis
tant, measuring from the heels of the rear 
rank to the heels of the front rank On the 
caution being given, the covering serjeant 
of the named company, places himself in 
front or rear of the officer, who will shift, 
if necessary, to the flank which is to become 
the pivot one of the column. The covering 
serjeants of the remaining companies, when 
within twenty paces of the proper pivot 
point, will step out to take up the distance, 
and the covering in column. The covering 
serjeant will remain 3teady until he is replac
ed by his officer, when he will cover his offi
cer in the rear rank. All supernumeraries 
take post on the reverse flank of the column, 
and in deployment will halt with their respe~
tive companies. If a close column is formed 
from any more open columns, the covering 
serjeants will not run out, but remain dur
ing the march in rear of their respective 
companies, and when halted cover their 
officers. 

Column at quarter distance. 

2. The column at quarter distance par
takes of all the properties, and is capable of 
all the formations and deployments, applied 
to close column, but the covering serjeants 
and supernumerary rank are posted as laid 
down for open column. 

G2 



Wheel in Close Column. 

S. Upon' the caution for the column to 
wheel, the covering serjeant of the front 
company will move out to mark where the 
outer flank of the column will rest when the 
wheel is complete; and, in order to perform 
the wheel without crowding at the inm:r 
flank, the flank file, whether officer or man, 
must be the pivot upon which the wheel is 
made, and thus the whole column wheels as 
a division, under the direction of the com
manding officer. 

Rear Divisions half face to the reverse Flank. 

In order, also, to avoid, crowding in the 
wheel of a close column, it is necessary that, 
upon the wheel being ordered, all the rear 
divisions make a half face to the reverse 
flank, each file on ,the word Quick or 
Double MaTch and during the wheel, circ
ling round and covering the relative files of 
the divisions in front; the officers and 
covering ;serjeants will circle in the same 
way round the officers in their front, and 
confine their attent,~on to the covering. 

Deployments. 
Fpom close and quarter distance Colwnns on a Central Company., 

If from close column the covering and a 
supernumerary serjeant from the named com
pany move in front of the flank files of the 
leading division and face inwards, thus giving 
the base for the new line. 

If from quarter distance column, by sec
tionS" of threes, the covering and supernu. 
merary serjeants act as laid down for the 
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close column, but take up the points three 
paces in front of the leading division. 

Firings. 
1. When the battalion fires by divisions, 

the serjeants take the places of the officers, 
who have moved to the rear. 

FORMATION OF THE BATTALION. 
Formation of the Battalion. 

When the companies join, and the battal
ion is formed, there is to be no interval 
between any of them, grenadier, light com
pany, or other; but every part of the front 
of the battalion should be equally strong. 

Each company which makes a part of the 
same line, and is to act in it, must be formed 
and arranged in the same manner. 

Position of the Companies in Battalion. 

The companies will draw up as follows 
from right to left, viz :-grenadiers on the 
right, light company on the left, the other 
companies 1, Q, 3, &c. from right to left. 

Divisions. 

The battalion will be told off as folIows~ 
viz., into right and left wings. By com
panies divided into right and left sub-divi
sions, into four sections numbered 1, Q, 3~ 
4, and into sections of threes~ 

COllD,aniell eq.ualized'.. 

The companies may be equalized in point 
of numbers when theoottalion is formed for 
field movement; but it is also desirable

G3 
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that they should be accustomed to exercise 
in companies of unequal strength, as must 
often be the case on service. 

Formation of the Battalion at Close Order. 

Ranks are at the distance of one pace. 
All the field officers and the adjutant are 

mounted. 
The commanding officer is the only officer 

advanced in front, for the general purpose 
of exercise when the battalion is single; but 
in the march in line, and in the firings, he 
is in the rear of the colours. 

The lieutenant-colonel is behind the 
colours, twelve paces from the supernumer
ary rank. 

The first major is six paces in the rear 
of the second battalion company from the
right flank; the second major at the same 
distance in the rear of the second battalion 
company from the left flank; the adjutant 
at the same distance in rear of the colours. 

One officer is on the right of the front 
rank of each company, and one on the left 
of the battalion; all these are covered in 
the rear rank by their respective serjeants ; 
and the remaining officers and serjeants are 
in a third rank behind their companies. 

The colours are placed between the two 
centre companies, both in the front rank, 
and each covered by a non-commissioned 
officer, or steady man in the rear rank. 
One serjeant is in thl'l front ran~ b~twixt 
the colours; he is. co;v~red by a secQD.d ser
jeant in the rear rank, and by a,fhir4in the 
supernumerary rank. The sole business of 
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these three serjeants is, when the battalion 
moves in. line, to advance and direct the 
march as hereafter mentioned. The. place 
of the first of those serjeants, when they do 
move out, is preserved by a named officer or 
serjeant, who moves up from the supernu
merary rank for that purpose. 

Use of the Third or Supernumerary Rank. 

The supernumerary rank is at three 
paces' distance when in line: when in column 
it is at the distance of one pace. The essen-; 
tial use of the supernumerary rank is, to 
keep the others closed up to the front during 
the attack, and to prevent any break begih
ning in the rear; on this important service, 
too many officers and non-commissioned 
officers cannot be employed. 

The pioneers are assembled behind the 
centre of the grenadier company, formed two 
deep, and nine paces from the supernumerary 
rank. 
. The drummers, fifers, and buglers of the 
battalion are assembled in two divisions, nine 
paces behind the supernumerary rank of the 
first and last battalion companies. 

The musicans are nine paces from the 
supctnumerary rank, in rear of the centre 
of the battalion, formed two deep and at 
loose files, only occupying no more space 
than is necessary. 

The staff, consisting of the paymaster, 
surgBon, assistant-surgeon, and qu~rter
master, are three paces behind the music. 

Officers. 

In general, officers remain posted with 
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their proper companies; but commanding 
officers will occasionally make such changes 
as they may find necessary. 

Replacing Serjeants. 

Whenever the officers move out of the 
front rank, in parade, marching in column, 
wheeling into line, or otherwise, their places 
are taken by their serjeant coverers, or 
senior subalterns, as may be ordered, and 
preserved until the officers again resume 
them. 

When the Battalion takes Open Order. 
Rear Rank talle Open Order. 

At the word Order, officers recover 
swords, and move at once close in front of 
the files opposite which they are to stand,
that is, the captain in front of the second 
file from the right of the company, the 
senior subaltern in front of the second file 
from the left, and the third subaltern in 
front of the centre file-if there is a fourth 
officer the distance between the flanks will 
be divided. The serjeant coverers take a 
pace to the left to allow the officers to pass, 
and then move up to the front rank to pre
serve the intervals left by the officers. The 
flank men on the right of the rear rank of 
each company step briskly back one pace, 
to mark the ground upon which the rank is 
to halt; they face to the right, and cover as 
pivots, corrected by the serjeant-major. on 
the right. 

March. 

At thi,s word!. the rear rank steps back 
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one pace, dressing by the right: the officers 
of companies march three paces direct to 
the front, glance their eyes to the riO'ht, 
correct their dressing, and port their swo~ds; 
at the word Steady from the major, who 
dresses them. The officers with"the colours 
march forward three lengthened paces, and 
dress in the line of officers. 

The music, drummers, and pioneers re
main as posted at close order. The first 
major places himself on the right of the line 
of officers; the second major on their left ; 
the adjutant on the left of the front rank. 
The staff, viz., the paymaster, surgeon, 
assistant-surgeon, and quarter-master, place 
themselves on the right of the front rank of 
the grenadiers, at one pace distance. The 
colonel and lieutenant-colonel advance ten 
and six paces before the colours. 

The whole thus arrive at their several posts, and the 
battalion remains formed in this parade order, to receive 
a superior officer. When the battalion is reviewed 
singly, the division of drummers will be moved up and 
for"med two deep on each flank of the line; the pioneers 
will be formed two deep on the right of the drummers 
of the right, and the staff will form on the right of tile 
whole, 

When the Battalion 1'esumes Close Order. 
Rear Rank take Close Order. 

The officers recover swords, and, with the 
col~)Urs and staff, face to the right. 

The drummers and pioneers (if on the 
flanks) face to the centre. 

The serjeants (if in the front rank) face 
to the right. 
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S~r»ilar precautions to .lje. ,observed previo~fto: enteril!g a deille or 
" I., hollow way. ,,: 

. . I' . . 

4. The he~d of an advanced guard mus,t 
never comTllit its~lf by entering.a defile,'or 
hollow way,. without previously' occupying 
the heights on, ~ither side hy flanking parties. 
'When the heights are thus crowned, the 
leading party on the road will send on a 
single file, which will be followed by others 
in succession, near enough to keep the pre
ceding one in view-the flanking parties on 
either hand continuing to precede the centre 
until the defile is passed, when they will 
gradually fall back to their former stations, 
and the whole move forward in the original 
formation. 

General Rul" in appr,oaching Villllges, Woods, &co . 

5. That woods, villages, and, generaliy, 
every object capable of affording concealment 
to an enemy, will invariably be turned, and 
the rear threatened previous to beingftlt in 
front. , 
Bogs and impassabl~ gr,ound ,of every kind t,o be carefully examined. 

6. Should the advanced guard meet with 
bogs or other impassable ground of any ex
tent, they must not leave it between them
selves and the column, without careful 
examination; otherwise they might leave an 
enemy concealed within the chain, and not 
only risk being cut off themselves, but com
promise the safety of the column. 
The Commander of an Advanced Guard to observe every thlng 

himself, and to be distinct and accurate in his reports. 

7· The commander of an advanced guard 
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should endeavour to ohserve every thing 
himself, taking. especial care that any reports 
he may have to make are clear, decided, and 
correct. 
Conduct of detached parties and Patroles in falling in with the 

Enemy. 

8. No specific rules can he laid down for 
the conduct of an advanced guard in every 
case of falling in with an enemy. It cannot, 
however, be too strongly impressed on all 
employed on services of this nature, that 
nothing is more dangerous or reprehensible 
than offensive or defensive measures under
taken in an isolated manner: advanced 
parties and patroles should never, therefore, 
be suffered to engage of their own accord if 
it can possibly be avoided; but, as before 
remarked, they should, on the first appear
ance of an enemy, either fall back under 
cover or hide themsel ves on the spot 
(making a signal to the rear) according as 
he may be coming on, or stationary,-in 
eithe~ case securing all the advantages of a 
surprIse. 
The Advanced Guard should invariably reform after dislodging the 

Enemy from any post. 

9. No advanced guard or detached party 
of any kind, after carrying a post, should 
ever be permitted to advance without 
reforming. The men should on no account 
pursue the flying enemy, but reform rapidly, 
and wait for further orders. 

HI 
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Patroles. 
Utility of Patroles. 

1. The object of a pat role is to obtain 
intelligence, and to ascertain the presenc"e 
of an enemy. They are detached to ex
amine houses, copses, inclosures, &c. near 
the line of march, capable of affording con
cealment to the enemv, and too distant to 
he inspected by the :{dvanced or flanking 
parties. All heights from which a view of 
the surrounding country can be obtained, 
:-hould also be ascended by patroles, precau
tion being used to see every thing, if possible, 
without being seen. 

A Patrole never commits itself in action. 

'2. It is a rule, therefore, that a patrole 
lll'yt'r commits itself in action, if it can be 
a voided, but retires (under cover if possible) 
as soon as the requisite information is ob
tained. 
Th,· Rules laid down for Advanced Gnards apply eqnally to Patroles . 

. "). The rules laid down for the conduct 
of an advanced guard, in approaching places 
I'flpable of concealing an enemy, apply with 
equal force, although upon a smaller scale, 
to a patrole. The house, or object, to be 
~earched should, in the first place, be turned 
by one or two files on either side, and beyond 
the certain range of musketry; and this 
movement of itself will, in most cases, induce 
the enemy to leave it; whereas, if the ap
proach were made in front, it could" only be 
at the certain risk of losing men without 
an object. When the flanking files have 
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passed the house, so as to command the rear, 
a file of the patrole advances to examine it, 
another file remaining behind will watch its 
motions, and be ready to give assistance, 
supported by the reserve if required. As 
soon as the file in advance is satisfied that 
there is no enemy in the place, one of the 
men will make a signal by holding up his 
firelock above his head, in a horizontal posi
tion, and the rear file will join and move 
forward as before; the flanking files falling 
back at the same time to their former places. 

To asc~nd a Hill. 

On coming to a hill the same caution will 
be observed. The pat role halting at the 
bottom will detach a file or two, in both 
directions round the base, before anyone is 
permitted to ascend. A file is then sent to 
the top, with instructions not to ShOiY itself 
upon the summit, but to make its observa
tions from behind the brow, creeping on, or 
lying d{)wn, according to circumstances an.<l 
the nature of the ground. If no enemy IS 

in sight, a signal as above directed will be 
made. 

Rear Guard. 
General intentions of Rear Guards. 

1. A rear guard is an advanced guard 
reversed; it covers t1fe retreating column 
from any sudden assault in the rear, and it 
prevents the enemy from stealing round, 
and gaining on the flanks of the main body. 
The prevention of straggling is also an im
portant part of the dut~es of a rear guard. 
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Degree of resistance required fr0'!l. a Rear <;tuard. 

2. The object being that of securing the 
retreat from interruption or annoyance, re
sistance will generally cease when that end 
is gained; but when the pursuit is close and 
vigorous, every hedge-row, copse, or defile 
becomes a post, which a rear guard must 
defend with obstinacy to the last. 

Piquets, and thei1' Sentries. 
Necessary precautions for an Officer ordered upon Piquet. 

1. An officer ordered upon piquet must 
take a close and careful survey of the coun
try he passes over, in marching from the 
camp or the cantonment to his post, in 
order that he may defend it properly if 
attacked and driven back. The strongest 
points, in his line of retreat, ought to be 
selected, and noted down if necessary; and 
the officer's mind should be previously made 
up, as far as possible, upon the best mode 
of disputing the ground he must retire over. 

How Posted. 

Q. The officer intrusted with the posting 
of a piquet must select its station near the 
principal road to be guarded, and behind, 
if practicable, all cross roads leading into it, 
and taking especial care to leave no road 
unguarded on its flanks, by which it might 
be surprised in its rear. The piquet should, 
as much as possible, be concealed from ob
servation, and where the ground naturally 
affords neither cover nor protection, the 
defect must be remedied by artificial means, 
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and the employment of such materials as 
may be procurable on the spot. 

Measures for immediate Security. 

3. As soon as the piquet arrives on the 
ground it is to occupy, sentries will be thrown 
out in elevated situations upon its flanks and 
front, for immediate security, and the officer 
commanding having reconnoitred the neigh
bourhood of his post, with a strong patrole, 
£n person, will proceed to form a chain, 
covering his front and flanks, and communi
cating with the piquets on his right and 
left. 

Line of Sentries. 

4. In selecting the line for the chain of 
sentries, care must be taken not to extend 
it too much,-to post the men in the most 
advantageous situations for observing the 
roads and country in front, and to keep 
them as much concealed from the view of the 
enemy as the nature of their duty will admit. 
It is very desirable that every elevated spot, 
which overlooks the communications in the 
rear, should be taken within the chain of 
sentries; but if this cannot be effected with. 
out extending the sentries too much, a party 
must be sent to occupy the height during 
the day, and care must be taken to support 
and ensure the retreat of this party if 
attacked. Sentries must be so placed, more· 
over, as to secure one another from being 
cut off, and at such distances as to prevent 
any enemy frqm passing unperceived be
tween them during the night. Sentries never-
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should be posted near any copse or co~er 
from which a sudden rush might be made 
upon them; but all woods, ravines, &c. in 
the neighbourhood of the post, must be 
watched, and occasionally 'visited by patroles, 
to prevent the enemy from assembling, un
observed, a body of troops in the vicinity. 
No sentry should be placed at such a dis
tance from the piquet, that the' report of his 
musket may not be distinctly heard from it; 
and he should always have the sentry on his 
right and left in view, as well as the inter
mediate ground between them, to prevent 
the enemy from passing through the chain 
unnoticed. 

5. In order to guard against surprise of 
every kind, the sentries of an advanced 
piquet will be invariably posled double, and 
at night, or in thick or foggy weather, one 
of them will be always walking to the right, 
till he approaches the adjoining file, while 
the other is looking vigilantly out to his 
front. In this mode they alternatelv relieve 
each other. During the day an officer, or 
non-commissioned officer, should always be 
kept on the look-out, in the best situation 
for commanding a view of the country occu
pied by the enemy. 

Advanced Piquets require three Reliefs. 

o. An advanced piquets must have three 
reliefs. 
When any thlng particular is observed in front, or firing is heard. 

. 7· When any thng partic1}lar isabserv:ed, 
m front during the day, such as any. change 
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in the enemy's sentries or piquets, the dis. 
appearance of any sentry of our own, any 
unusual bustle or accession of force in front, 
troops in motion, or the appearance of a 
cloud of dust indicating that troops are on 
the march, or when firing is heard by any 
sentry, one of the sentries will instantly run 
in, and report to the officer what he has no
ticed, taking care to mention the circumstance 
at any post he may happen to pass on his 
way. 

When Piquets are attacked. 

8. When piquets are attacked, the same 
rule will be observed as in all other skirmish
ing, and the detached officers' parties will 
not run in on the main body, but support the 
skirmishers; and when compelled to retire, 
they will if possible, retreat on the flank of 
the main body, and thereby afford mutual 
support to each other. When a sentry is 
satisfied that the enemy is moving on to the 
attack, he should not hesitate to fire at once, 
although the enemy may be far beyond the 
range of his musket. 

When posted in a Village. 

9. If a piquet should be posted in a vil
lao-e, the main body must be placed so as to 
bE~'behind the junction of all the roads that 
lead to the enemy's position, the entrances 
from which must be blocked up, or .-dug 
across, with the exception of a small retiJ;ing 
path for the sentries ~laced .in observation 
in front. Small partIes WIll be placed 
behind each barricade for its defence. 



First duty of an Officer on Piquet. 

10. The' first care of an officer ought to 
be the strengthening of his post, by construct
ing abbatis, breast-works, &c. ; and particu
larly where the defence of a bridge or for~ 
is intrusted to him, he ought never to omIt 
to throw up something of the kind to pro
tect his men, and impede the advance of 
the enemy. An officer ought not, however, 
without permission, to block up a main road 
with other materials than such as are easily 
removed. 

A Piquet must Dot shut itself up without orders. 

11. A piquet ought not to shut itself up 
in a house, or an inclosure, with the intention 
of defending itself to the last extremity, 
unless particularly ordered to do so, or that 
circumstances may render it necessary at 
the moment, for the preservation of the' 
party, in the expectation of support. 

Under what circumstances a Piquet should retire. 

12. A piquet may with safety defend its 
front as long as its flanks are not attacked, 
but as soon as the enemy attempts to sur
round the post, the piquet must begin to 
retire. l' 

Signals by Day. 

13. Signals may be established by sentries 
during the day i-for instance-one man 
holding up his cap on the muzzle of his fire
lock signifies that the enemy's patrole is 
advancing; and both men holding up their 
caps in the same manner, signifies, that,' the 
enemy is advancing in force.' , 
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Flags of Truce. 

14. On t~e approach of a flag of truce, 
one sentry WIll advance and halt it at such 
distance as will prevent any of the party who 
compose it from overlooking the piquet posts. 
The other sentry will acquaint the officer 
commanding the piquet of the circumstance, 
who will, according to his instructions, 
either detain the flag of truce at the out
post, until he has reported to the field officer 
of the day, or he will forward the party 
blind-folded to the camp, under an escort. 
If the flag of truce is merely the bearer of 
a letter or parcel, the piquet officer must 
recei,'e it, and instantly forward it to head
quarters. After having given a receipt, the 
flag of truce will be required forthwith to 
depart, and none of the piquet must be suf
fered to hold any conversation with this 
party. 

J\i~ht Duties. 

15. At night the situations of the sentries 
ought to be changed, and drawn back from 
their elevated situations, so as to have the 
highest ground before them; as an object is 
more easily discerned at night from a low 
situation, than when looking from a hill. 
Night sentries will patrole alternately to the 
front (as well as to the flanks) to a distance 
of twenty or thirty yards, lying down also 
with the ear to the ground for the purpose 
of listening. The tread of men or horses on 
the march, the noise of artillery in motion, 
the neighing of horses, &c. are heard at a 
great distance in the ~tillness of the night; 
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and not unfrequently the knowledge of an 
intended attack at day-light may be gained 
in this way. 
Precaution to be used for directing tbe Sentry's attention to tbe 

proper quarter. 

16. To prevent sentries from looking in 
a wrong direction during the night, two 
forked sticks will be placed in the ground, 
and a horizontal stick laid across them, so 
as to point out by looking along- it, the 
situation of the enemy's posts. This pre
caution is also particularly useful to the 
sentries of reserve and inlying piquets, 
directing their attention to the proper 
quarter. 

17. The sentries ought to be relieved 
every hour during the night. 

The Countersign only given to the Sentries. 

18. When a sentry is posted, the counter
sign only is given him; and no person under 
the rank of a non-commissioned officer is 
usually intrusted with the parole, which 
serves as a test for passing armed bodies in
side the line. 

Challenging of a Double Sentry. 

19. The moment a sentry sees or hears 
any person, he calls out, "Halt,"-" Who 
come3 there ?" and at the same time brings 
his firelock to the charge, fronting the party; 
his comrade instantly retires a few paces be
hind him, uncovering to the right, cocks his 
piece, and also comes to the charge.. This 
will ensure support to the sentry in advance, ' 
and prevent both men from being committed. 
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at .the same. time, as well as the piquet from 
belllg surprised. If the answer is not satis
factory, the leading sentry instantly fires and 
retires behind his comrade. 

20. If more than one individual approach 
the post, the sentry will on all occasions, 
command them to halt, and one man only to 
advance. If there is the slightest hesitation, 
or more than one attempt to move, the sentry 
will instantly fire. 

Deserters. 

~ 1. Sentries must he very distrustful of 
people who answer the challenge by saying 
" Deserters;" they must be immediately 
ordered to lay down their arms in the rear, 
and not suffered to approach the sentry, 
until a part.y arrives from the support to 
receive them, and then singly. If the sus
pected person hesitate, the sentry will in
stantly fire. 

';2'2. 'Vhen a piquet is permitted to bave a 
fire, it should always be as much as possible 
concealed from observation; and the alarm 
post of the piquet, in the event of an attack at 
night, should invariably be fixed at a short 
distance in the rear of the fire, so as to pre
vent the piquet from being seen, when 
drawn up, and compelling the enemy to 
exp~se themseh'es while passing the fire in 
commg on. 

Advanced Piquets to be under arms an hour before day-light. 

23. Piquets will get under arms in the 
morning an hour before day-light: and if 
P'lTPl"V t.hinlJ anneal'S Quiet in front, the 



officer will, as soon as he can discern objects 
distinctly, proceed to occupy the same posts 
that he held the day before; but he must 
previously send forward patroles to feel his 
way, &nd should any change be remarked in 
the enemy's posts or position, he will report 
it immediately to the officer of the day. 

'When Advanced Piquets should be relieved. 

24<. As attacks are most commonly made 
about day-break, a desirable accession of 
force ",ill be always obtained by relieving 
the piquets at that hour. 

Arrivnl of the Relief. 

25. When the new piquet has arrived, 
the officer commanding it will accompany 
the officer of the old piquet along the chain 
of posts, and this officer will point out the 
situation and strength of all the enemy's 
posts, and afford every other information to 
the relieving officer, in his power. 

Duty of the Officer of the old Piquet. 

26. When the sentries are relieved, and 
the weather is sufficiently clear to ascertain 
that there is no indication of an attack, the 
officer who has been relieved will forward a 
written report to the field officer of the day, 
fall back upon the reserve piquet, and march 
to the camp in the same order as when he 
advanced; but if the advanced piquets should 
be attacked bifore he m'rives in camp; he 
will consider it his duty to face instantly 
about, and march to their support. 

Patrolling. 

27. One of the most necessary and efl'ec-
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tual methods of preventing surprise, and of 
gaining information, remains to be noticed, 
viz., patrolling, without which, however 
active and alert the sentries, the service of 
the out-post never can be properly fulfilled. 
The mode of conducting these patroles, their 
strength, and the distance to which they may 
be sent, are all necessarily dependant on the 
ever varying local circumstances in which 
piquets may be placed; but it may be laid 
down as a good general rule, that, when near 
the enemy, a patrole should be sent out once 
between every relief during the night. 
Vigilance, silence, alld circumspection indispensable in patrolling. 

28. Vigilance, silence, and circumspection 
must be strictly enjoined upon all patroles ; 
no noise must on any account be made, and 
when any thing is to be communicated, it 
should be done in a whisper. 

It is not pretended to lay down exact rules for con
ducting patroles in every case that may occur on ser
vice, but one or two of the most usual modes of carrying 
on this important duty may be briefly advcrted to. 

Patrolling in front of the line of Sentries. 

29. The patrole, on leaving the piquet, 
should, when practicable, communicate in 
the first instance with the next post upon 
the right (or left), and patl:ole cautio~sly 
along the whole front of the hne of sentnes, 
just near enough to see them, and commu
nicating with the next post upon the left (or 
right), return again to the piquet by the rear 
of the chain. The sentries must not be 
thrown oft'their guard by the frequent ap
pearance of these pa~r?les, but be taught to 
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expect an enemy in all who may approach 
them; some p~econcerted signal, or inter
change of countersign in a low tone, should 
be used, and which should be changed at 
every relief. Should the patrole~ in retur~
ing along the rear of the . sent~les, fall 111 

with the enemy, who must III thIS case have 
passed throuuh the chain, a continued fh;e 
should be kept up to alarm the piquet, and 
prevent surprise . 

. 'Vhen the Enemy'. po,t. are di,tant, 

,'30. Patroles must also be sent along the 
roach in the direction of the enemy's posts 
to such distance as 'may be deemed expe
dient. These patroles must be preceded by 
feelers, quick intelligent men, selected for 
that duty, whom no sound will escape, and 
whose experienced ears will detect the ap
proach of danger lon~ before it reaches 
them. A patrole must above all things 
avoid unnecessary firing, or, i~ other words, 

Jitlse (flol'lJl.'; ; on hearing the approach of 
footsteps thefeelers should instantly fall back 
to the patrole; and should the sound indi
cate the advance of a larger body than a 
patrole, one or two men should be sent back 
with all haste to inform the officer of the 
piquet, \,-ho will make immediate prepara
tions for defence. The patrole retires 
,;teadily and unobserved, if possible, upon 
t he piquet; but if perceived and overtaken 
1)\, the enemv, an incessant fire must be 
niaintained, i~ order to apprise the camp that 
1 he enemy is coming on in force; although 
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it may sa~ely be inferre"d, that if the piquets 
know theIr duty, and are judiciously drawn 
up for the defence of the roads, it will be 
extremely difficult for an enemy, however 
strong, having failed in his planjor tnking 
the advanced posfs by surprise, to make 
head, under all the disadvantages of a night 
attack, when resolutely opposed by men who 
know the ground, and whose plans have been 
previously concerted for disputing those 
points in their line of retreat, where the 
disparity of numbers must, in the dark, he 
in a great mea3ure neutralized. 

To avoid exchanging shots with the Enemy's Patrol",," 

31. In falling in with an enemy's patrole 
in advance of the chain of sentries, it will 
always be most prudent to retire at once 
without exchanging shots, which could only 
tend to harass and disturb the troops. 

A strong Patrole to be sent out just before dar-light. 

3~. A strong patrole will always be sent 
some distance on, towards the enemy's posts, 
just before day-light, and this patrole, above 
all others, must proceed with redoubled cau
tion, for fear of falling in with the enemy'~ 
columns, waiting for day-light to attack. 

33. In the everit of an attack, the com
mander of a piquet must ever bear in mind, 
that the great object of his efforts is to gain 
sufficient time to enable the main body in 
his rear to get under arms and prepare for 
action. The points he is to dispute in faH
inO' back having becn previously selected, 
fe~ cases can occur in which it will be 
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impossible to attain that end. without endan
gering the safety of his piquet; but even 
in an extreme case, he must remember that 
it. is his duty to sacrifice himself, rather than 
be driven in upon the main body. before it 
has had time to form. 

-
MISCELLANEOUS. 

Mode to be observed in dismissing a Company off 
Parade. 

Recover Arms. 

Bring the firelock to the recover, by throwing it 
briskly out of the left hand, (if with shouldered arms,) 
the guard to the front, the cock resting against the left 
breast; the left hand seizes the firelock above the lock, 
and the right hand grasps the small of the butt. 

Ease Springs. 

At this word, the firelock is kept steady at the recover, 
the pan thrown open with the thumb of the right hand, 
and the cock let easy down with the fore-finger and 
thumb of the same hand. 

Right Face. " 

In the manner prescribed by Regulation. 

Lodge Arms; 

At this word, the whole drop their firelocks smartly 
to the port, the front rank springs off to the left, the 
rear rank to the right, break off. and quit the parade 
without noise. . : 

N.B._In turning in a Guard or Piquet, the same mode is to bC 
observed, with the exception of Easing Sprin:, ..... 
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Manner of In~ecting a Company on Parade. 

Attention. 

As per Regulation. 

Fix Bayonets. 

As already directed. 

Shoulder Arms. 

As already directed. 

Rear Rank take Open Order, March. 

As already directed. 

Open Pans. 

1st. Bring the right hand across the body, place the 
fore-finger on the face of the pall. 

2d. Force the pan open with the fore-finger, turning 

the back of the hand against the barrel. 
3d. Quit the right hand. 

Slope Arms. 

As already directed. 
[The inspection of arms is now to take place.) 

Carry Arms, 

As already direoted. 

Shl,lt Pans. 

] st. Bring the right hand across the body; place the 

fore-finger on the hack of the pan-cover, el bow close to 

the body. 
2d. Force the pan down. 
3d. Quit the hand. /) 

Order Arms. 

As already directed. 

Examine Anns. 

At the word "Examine," slip the thumb in rear of 

the barrel; at the word "Arms," face to the right, 

bringing the butt between the feet, sling towards the 

body, holding the fi'relock with the left hand at the full 

extent of the arm; draw the ramrod, let it down the 

barrel, and quit the d.ght hand. When the officer 

eODles within a pace, draw ~e ramrod and place it ()~ 
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the upper brass, nine inches to the front, forefinger one 
inch in rear of the brass, elbow square, and arm above 
the ramrod. 

Return Ramrods. 

Return the ramrods, shifting the firelock on the 
right side. 

[An inspection of the appointments, clothing, &c., 
is now to be made.] 

Unfix Bayonets. 

As before directed. 
Rear Rank take Close Order, March. 

As before directed. 
Stand at Ease. 

As before directed. 

Posting of Sentinels. 

The illstructor will now post his recruits as sentinels, 
giving each of th8111 some particular orders to attend to, 
and instruct them, while on their post, not to allow those 
orders to b8 infringed ;-that they are not to quit their 
arms, or walk more than ten yards on each side of their 
post ;-that they are never to converse, loiter, or lounge 
upon their post, nor remain in their sentry-boxes in 
good, or even in moderate weather, but are to move 
about briskly in a soldierlike manner ;-that on the 
appearance of an officer, they are to stand firm on any 
part of their walk, paying the compliment due, until the 
officer has passed, taking care to front the point speci
ally recommendecj to their observance :-that to all field 
officers and to officers of a superior rank, they must 
present their arms; to all other officers, they are to 
carry arms. That all guards and sentinels must pay-the 
same compliments to officers of the royal navy and 
marines as are directed to be paid to the officers of the 
army according to their relative ranks. That althougb 
guards do not turn out after sunset to pay complimentS, 
yet sentinels, whenever officers approach their posts, 
must pay them a proper attention by standing stead) 
with carried arms, facing to their proper front, nQI 
lllust this be discontinued until the evening is so fal 
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advanced, that they begin chaIJenging and demanding 
the countersign. 

When sentinels are directed to challenge, the recruit 
must be instructed to do it in a clear, sharp tone, pro
nouncing his words as distinctly as possible. On any 
one approaching his post, he must challenge them by 
the words" Who comes there," and at the same moment 
port Arms; but if posted where a sudden rush might 
be made upon him, he will at once come to the clUlrge, 
.:......if the person approaching gives a satisfactory reply, 
the sentinel will direct him to pass i-after the challenge, 
" Who comes there," should the reply be " Rounds," he 
must instantly demand" TVlUlt Rounds 'I" if answered 
" Grand Rounds," and he is posted at the guard house, 
he must turn out the guard, by calling out" Guard, 
turn out," remaining steady on his post till the officer 
has received them, and they have passed. 

If he is posted elsewhere than at the guard house, 
after the reply of " Grand Rounds," he must say, 
"Stand, Grand Rounds, advance one and gi~'e tIle 
countersign," immediately coming to the "charge," in 
which position he will receive the countersign, after 
which he must desire them to pass, by saying" Pass, 
Grand Rounds, airs well," shouldering his arms at the 
same time, and presenting as the rounds pass him. 

Visiting rounds are received in the same manner by 
sentinels. 

When double sentries are posted, the front one, on 
challenging, will come to the charge, and the rear one 
to the port. 

The duties of sentinels on out-posts before an enemy. 
beyond that of vigilance on their posts, and a strict 
attention to the orders that are given them, can only 
be learned by practice i-they never pay any compli
ment!. 
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COMPLIMENTS 
TO BE 

Paid by Non-commissioned Officers and Soldiers t(J 

Officers of the Royal Navy, Army, and Marines. 

It is considered essential, that, in the case of the non
commiasioncd officer \lnd soldier, as in the case of the 
officer, there should be one uniform mode of saluting a 
Buperior. 

"The recruit should accordingly, when at his ordinary 
drills, be taught to salute his superior in a soldierlike 
manner. 

The following inatructions are to be inculcated under 
this head. 

When approaching to speak to an officer, they should 
be taught to raise the Ilrm to its full extent, at right 
angles with the body, and when horizontal (the fingers 
!lnd thumb being kept together), to bring the hand to 
the peak of the cap, keeping the elbow square, the fore
finger and thumb feeling the edge of the peak. 

When passing an officer, they bring the hand, in like 
manner, to the peak of the cap, commencing wheq. 
about four paces from him, turning the head and look
ing the officer in the face, and retaining the hand at the 
peak until he has passed him two paces, when the arlQ 
will be brought gradually to the side. 

The salute is to be given with the opposite hand to 
the side on which the officer may be; consequently it 
will be necessary to practice the salute with the len 
hand as well as the right. 
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TO FIRE A FEU DE JOIE. 

The line drawn up at open order (double distance) 
with shouldered arms, and bayonets fixed. ' 

With Blank Cartridge, Prime and Load. 

In quick time as per Regulation. 
Ready. 

As per regulation. 
Present. 

Elevated in the air. 
The right-hand man of the front rank commences the 

fire, which will run down the front and up the rear, a~ 
quick as possible. When the right-hand man of the 
rear rank has fired, the whole will glance their l'Y'" to 
the right, to bring the firelock to the priming position, 
and when loaded they will remain steady, waiting for 
the word. 

Ready, Present_ 

A~ before directed. 
The same to be repeated a third time. 
After tbe tbird fire, the whole will glance their f'ye~ 

to the right, to bring the firelocks to the position of 
prime and load, and half cock together. 
Shoulder Arms._Shut Pans.-Present Arms._Shoulder Arm-.

Order Arms. 

As per regulations. 

TlIree Cheers. 
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FIRING. 

When the recruit has attained a perfect knowledgll 
or the Platoon Exercise he is to be carefully habituated 
in TAKING AIM; to this great object too much care 
and attention cannot be devoted; it is the means by 
which the soldier is taught to fire with precision, or, in 
other words, to kill ltis .enemy; and it cannot be too 
strongly inculcated, that every man, who has no defect 
in his eye~, may be made a good shot at a fixed object. 
The firelock is placed in the soldier's hands for the 
destruction of his enemy; his own safety depends on 
his efficient use of it, and no degree of perfection he 
may have attained in the other parts of his drill can, 
upon service, remedy any want of proficiency in this; 
indeed aJl his other instruction in marching and man
reuvring with perfect steadiness and precision, can do 
no more than place him in thp, best possible situation 
for using his weapons with effect. The true principles 
upon which correct shooting may be taught are ex
tremely simple; they are to be found in the natural 
connexion that exists between the hand and the eye; 
the eye is the guide and regulator of every action of 
the hand, which can only act the part of a subordinate 
agent; and constant practice must therefore be employ
ed to perfect the connection and enable them so to act 
together that the hand will readily raise the firelock in 
a line with any object that the eye is fixed upon. 

FIXING FLINTS. 

The recruits must be individually taught the true 
principles which direct the fixing the flint. In fixing 
flints, no uniform mode should be attempted; the flat 
~ide must be placed either upwards or downwards, 
according to the size and shape of the flint, alJd also 
according to the proportion which the cock bears in 
height to the hammer, which varies in different muskets; 
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this is ascertained by letting the cock gently down, and 
observing where the flint. strikes the hammer, which 
ought to be at the distance of about one-third from the 
top of the hammer :-most diligent observation Ought 
at the same time to be made whether every part of the 
edge of the flint comes in contact with the hammer, so 
as to strike out tbe fire from the whole ourface. A 
flint will often arrear to the eye to be carefully alJ(i 
skilfully fixed, and to stand firm and square, yet on trial 
being made as above-directed, it will prove to have been 
very ill fixed, inasmuch as the surface of the hammer 
in some musket~, does not stand square, but stands a 
little aslant to the cock. Each particular flint, there
forf', requires it;; own particular mode of being fixed, so 
as to accommodate itself to the particular proportions 
and conformations of each particular lock. In what
pv!:'r position the flint should be, it. mllst be screwed ill 
firmly", and the cock should be let down, in order to 
obse;ve whether the flint passes clear of the barrel. 

Whenever a piece has been fired, the first opportunity 
~hould be Elllhraeed of cX<llllining whether the flillt 
remains good, and fixed as it ought to be, and no tinw 
should be lost in correcting whatever may be found 
ami"s, which may be done without the recruit falling 
out of the ranks, by his facing to the right if he belong~ 
to the front rank, and to tbe left if belongillg to the 
rear rank, at the ~al11e ti me seizing the stock at the 
~mall with the right hand, and letting it fall into the 
hollow of the left arm, the left hand will then hold the 
fireloek at the lock, and at the sallie time a,si,t the 
right in any alteration which may be requisite with the 
flint_ In this position, the recruits may also be practis
t'd in taking off and putting all their locks . 

• Two pie('es of "ery 80ft lead, which will embrace the tiint. aro ref'...om· 
lIn~ndiJId tn pn~ure thi.!. 
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THE 

;Manual anb Ulatoon iSxertitletl 
OF 

RIFLEMEN. 

The 1I1anual Exercise. 

Of Carrying the Rifle. 

The rifle is to be carried in the right 
hand, at arm's length, as in advanced arms, 
the cock resting upon the little finger, the 
thumb upon the guard, and fore-finger under 
it, the upper part of the barrel close in the 
hollow orthe shoulder, and the butt pressing 
upon the thigh. 

Present Arms.-Three Motions. 

1st. The rifle is to be raised about two 
inches by the right hand, and brought for
ward a little from the shoulder, at the same 
time the left hand is brought briskly across 
the body, and seizes the rifle with a full 
grasp, even with the shoulder. 

~nd. The right hand brings the rifle even 
with the fc".::e, and opposite the left eye, 
grasps the small of the stock, turning the 
lock outwards; the left hand seizes it by 
the stock, so that the little finger touche~ 
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the hammer-spring, on a level with the chin, 
the left elbow close to the butt. 

Srd. The rifle' is brought in a straight 
line to the p1'esent, the cock turned inwards, 
and even with the bottom of the waistcoat, 
the right foot at the same instant is drawn 
back, so that the hollow of it may touch the 
left heel, the right hand holding the small 
of the stock between the fore-finger and 
thumb, the knuckles upwards, the three 
other fingers shut in the hand. 

Shoulder Arms.-Two Motions. 

1st. The rifle is brought quickly across 
the body to the right side, the right hand 
slipping round into the original position 
when shouldered, the left quits its hold, and 
seizes the rifle again smartly, even with the 
right shoulder, at the same time the right 
foot is brought up in a line with the left., 

Qnd. The left hand quits the rifle, and is 
brought as quickly as possible to the position 
of attention. 

Order Arms.-Tbree Motions. 

1st. At the word "Arms," the left hand 
seizes the rifle even with the right shoulder; 
the rifle, as in the first motion of the pre
sent, is raised about two inches. 

Qnd. The right hand quits its hold, 
grasps the rifle round the muzzle, and 
brings it gently to the ground, even with 
the toe of the right foot, the wrist pressing 
against the side and elbow as close as possi
ble. 
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3rd. The left hand is brought as before 
on the left thigh. 

Shoulder Anns. 

At the word" Arms," the rifle is thrown 
at once into the right shoulder by a jerk of 
the right hand; the left catches it till the 
right seizes the rifle in the proper place, 
and is then instantly brought to its original 
position on the left thigh; but this must be 
done with the quickness of one motion. 

In the performance of this, as indeed of 
every other motion, the greatest care is to 
be taken to prevent the rifle falling to the 
~I·olllld, as it is an arm easily damaged. 

Support Arms. 

The rifle is brought across the body with 
the guard upwards, by bending the right 
ann; the left hand is laid across the right. 

Carry Anns. 

The rifle is brought smartly on the" right 
side, and the left hand on the left thigh. 

Trail Arms. 

The left hand seizes the rifle at the second 
pipe, the right close over the sight, and trails 
it on the right side at arm's length, the left 
falls back on the left thigh. " 

Shoulder Arms. 

The rifle is brought to the should~r, as 
from the order. 

From the Order to Tmil A'rms. 
Trail Arm~. 

The right hand seizes the rifle as low all 
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possible, without constraint, then raises and 
catches it just above the sight. 

From the Tmil to Orde1' Al'ms. 
Order Arms. 

The rifle slides gently through the right 
hand to the ground; when even with the 
right toe, the right hand again grasps the 
muzzle. 

Fix Bayonets. 

The rifle is thrown six inches to the front, 
the bayonet brought back-handed from the 
scabbard, locked by the thumb and fore
finger of the left hand, and the rifle brought 
back quickly to its place, 

Shoulder Anns. 

As before. 
Charge Bayonets.-One Motion. 

, The rifle is brought smartly into the 
hollow of the right hip, the left hand firmly 
grasped round the barrel with the thumb in 
rear of the sight, the right hand clear of the 
guard, and grasping the small of the butt, 
the right toe to the right, and the left toe 
to the front: the rear rank to remain at the 
shoulder. 

Shoulder Anns.-Two Motions. 

1st. The rifle is thrown smartly into the 
shoulder, and steadied as before by the left 
hand. 

Qnd. Quit the left hand. 
Order Arms . • 

As before. 
K2 
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Unfix Bayonets.-One Motion. 

The rifle is brought briskly betweeen the 
knees, the lock in and guard out; the bay
onet unlocked by the thumb and fore-finger 
of the left hand, and knocked off by the 
right, at which time it is returned to the 
scabbard, directed by the thumb of the left 
hand on the top of the scabbard, when the 
rifle and left hand are brought to their pro
per position. 

Stand at Ease. 

The muzzle is brought to the front at the 
extent qf the right arm, the elbow resting 
on t.he hip, the hollow of the right foot 
brought in rear of the left heel, and the left 
knee bent. 

PLA TOON EXERCISE. 

Prepare to Load. 

1st. Is the same as the first motion in the 
present arms. 

~nd. The soldier half faces to the right, 
and in the motion brings down the rifle to a 
horizontal position, just above the right hip; 
the left hand supports it at the swell of the 
stock, the elbow resting against the side, the 
right thumb against the hammer, the 
knuckles upwards, and elbow pressing 
against the butt, the lock inclining a little 
to the body, to prevent the powder from 



113 

failing out. The officer now warns the men 
in going through the loading motions. ' 

To wait for the Words if Command. 

At the word, 
One. 

The pan is pushed open by the right 
thumb, the right hand then seizes the car
tridge with the three first fingers. 

Two. 

The cartridge is brought to tbe mouth, 
and placed between the two first riO"ht double 

• 0 
teeth, the end tWIsted off and brought close 
to the pan. 

Three. 

The priming is shaken into the pan; in 
doing which, to see that the powder is pro
perly lodged, the head must be bent; the 
pan is shut by the third and little finger, 
the right hand then slides behind the cock, 
and holds- the small part of the stock be
tween the third and little finger, and ball of 
the hand. 

Four. 

The soldier half faces to the left: the rifle 
is brought to the ground, with the barrel 
outwards, by sliding it with care through 
the left hand, which then seizes it near the 
muzzle, the thumb stretched along the stock; 
the butt is placed between the heels, tho 
barrel between the knees, which must be 
bent for that purpose; the cartridge is put 

K 3 
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into the barrel, and the ramrod seized with 
the fore-finger and thumb of the right hand. 

Rod. 

The ramrod is drawn quite out by the 
right hand, the left quits the rifle, and grasps 
the ramrod the breadth of a hand from the 
bottom, which is sunk one inch in to the 
barrel. 

Home. 

The cartridge will be forced down with 
both hands, giving two distinct strokes with 
the rod to ensure its being so; the left then 
seizes the rifle about six inches from the 
muzzle, the soldier stands upright again, 
draws out the ramrod with the right hand, 
and puts the end into the pipe. 

Return. 

The ramrod will be returned by the right 
hand, which then seizes the rifle below the 
left. 

Shoulder. 

The right hand brings the rifle to the 
right shoulder, turning the guard outwards; 
the left seizes it above the hammer-spring 
till the right has its proper hold round the 
small of the stock, when the left is drawn 
quickly to the. left tqigh. 

Make Ready. 

, Bring the rifle with one brisk motion in 
the same position as at the word "Prime 
and Load," placing the thumb of the right 
hand on the cock: cock the rifle1 then grasp 
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the small of· the butt, and place the fore
finger on the swivel nail, three fingers grasp
ing the guard, right foot drawn back. 

Present. 

Raise the rifle to the present with the 
fore-finger within the guard ready to fire; 
in this too much pains cannot be taken to 
prevent the recruit from raising his rifle 
with a jerk, it must be sufficiently raised so 
high that he ma.y lay the right cheek on the 
butt, without too much stooping the head; 
particular care must be taken that the re
cruit in this position shuts the left eye in 
taking aim, the use of the sights being pre
viously explained, and takes his ohject. 

No word of command given to fire. 
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INSTRUCTIONS 

POR THE 

DB.Xr.r. or OFFICERS, 

In order to establish and ensure an uniform mode of 
carrying the Sword, Saluting, &c., both on the jJIarch., 
and when Halted. 

The officers to be formed in line at five paces die
tant from each other, and standing at ease in the fol
lowing manner: holding the sword in the right hand, 
with the point lowered between the feet, the edge to 
the right, the hands together, the left covering thll 
right. 

The following motions will then be performed by 
word of command :_ 

DIRECTIONS. 

Words of Command :-Att~ntion-(Close Order.) 

Bring the arms to the position of "Attention," the 
sword being heW between the fore-finger and thumb. 
the remaining fi'ligers along the side of the handle, ready 
to grasp it, the upper part of the hilt resting npon the 
hand across the back part of the thumb, the edge direct 
to the front, and the back of the blade in the hollow of 
the right shoulder, elbows close to the body. 

Recover Sword.. 

Take a grasp of the handle, bring up the hand, the 
thumb as high as the chin, and close in front of it,. the 

thumb on the side of the handle, the blade perpendICu
lar, and the edge to the left. 

Port Swords. 

Bring the sword diagonally across the body, with the 
edge upwards, at the same time bending the left elbow t 
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so that the hand rises as high as the shoulder, the fin
gers being Hahtly cioged, with the blade passing between 
the fore-finger and thumb; elbows close to the sides. 

Stand at Ease. 

As directed above. 

Attention-(Op~n Order.) 

Resume the position of " Port Swords." 

Rear Rank, take Open Order. 

At the word "Order" bring the sword to the" Re
cover." 

March. 

Move forward three paces, and on completing the 
la~t, at the word" Steady," let the sword be brought to 
the position of" Port Swords:' 

Present Arms. 

Bring the ~word np to the "Recover" at the second 
motion of the fire lock, and drop it at the third motion 
of the firelock, extending it to the right, parallel with 
the right foot; elbows close to the side; and at the 
same motion raise the left arm as high as the shoulder, 
the hand being brought round by a circular motion 
over the peak of the cap, the knuckles uppermost and 
fingers extended. . ' 

Shonlder A~8, 

Bring up the sword to the "Recover" at the firsi 
motion of the firelock, the left arm resuming its posi. 
tion at the same time; and at the second motion ofth€ 
firelock, resume the position of " Port Swords." 

Rear Rank, take Close Order, 

Face to the right, and as the right foot is drawn to th( 
rear, bring up the sword to the" Recover." 

March. 

Move back into the original line, and front at thE 
same time, bringing the sword down to the right; i~ 
position of" Attention"-( close order.) 
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TO SALUTE ON THE MARCH. 

The officers will fall in at five paces distant from 
each. other in co~umn, three or four officers being in 
one lme, as when 10 front of a company, when they will 
march past and salute as follows ;-

The salute on the march in open order is to com
mence when at ten paces from the General, the officer 
on the right of the compal'y giving a signal to prepare 
the other officers, by raising the fingers of the left hand. 
The sword is brought to the" Recover," by slowly ex
tending the arm to the right, and by a circular motion 
of the hand to the left; and, without pause, the sword 
is gradually lowered with an extended arm to the right; 
the time occupied in performing the motions will be 
that of four paces (commencing with the left foot); 
the left hand is then grad~ally raised over the ppak of 
the cap, to the position already directed, two paces being 
required for this motion; the head is turned to the 
officer saluted during the time of mal' ching past. Ha\"
ing past him six paces, the sword is again brought to 
the "Recover," and to its original position in four 
paces, the officer on the right of the company giving 
the >ignal with the left hand. 

III lllarching past in quick time the arms are to be 
kept perfectly steady to the ,idl", the sword in the 
hollow of the shoulder. The band am] drums are to 
practise at this drill, which is uel'er to be without a 
pendululll and pace-stick. 

III taking post of exercise to the rear at open order, 
the officers, when frouted, will bring the swords to the 
position of" Attention," ( cluse order), and on moving 
from thl'nce to their places in Ii ne at close ordl'r, the 
"words to be brought to the" ltl'con:'r," and w hl'1l they 
havc reached their place in hne, resuml' the position of 
.. Attention." 

On the march, or whpn the battalion i3 maua'uver
ing, the following po~itioll of thl' ,word j, to Ul' adopted, 
viz :_ The swold to bc carried to the full l"tellt of the 
arm, the right side of till' !!,uard rest!n,g on the ilbide of 
the fingers, the thumb havlllg a SUftiC!ellt g~a~p, on the 
outside, so as to hold it with e'L"e and fil'xJi.Jlhty, the 
back of the blade being kept against the !lOllow of the 
right shoulder. 
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With reference to that part of the Regulations for 
the Field Exercise and Evolutions of the Army, in 
,,·hich it is directed, that when troops in column at 
quarter distance are marching past at in~pection8 in 
quick time, the mounted officers are to salute, it is to 
be ullderstood, that, jf the troops have previously 
marched round in slow time, the mounted officera are 
not to salute. 

FINIS. 

PrlDted by Campbell" Becket, PJaee D' Arme •• 
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