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CHAPTER THE FIRST. 

THE ST. LAWRENCE AND LAKE CHAMPLAIN. 

WE have to thank a writer who signs himself" A Subscriber," 
in the lllontreal Herald of the 1st January, for the opportune 
reproduction of an article which appeared in The Economist of 
the 12th September, 1846, and which, in a tone of manly and 
cheerful self-reliance, demonstrates how little Canada has to 
fear under the operation of free trade, combined with a relax
ation of the navigation laws, q1.wad the River St. Lawrence, 
from foreign rivalry, so long at least as " our merchants," and, 
let us add, our people at large, "stimulated by necessity and 
.. convinced by reflection of the vast advantages they enjoy, 
" will turn attention to the fact, that the produce of Western 
" Canada, and of the northern parts of Ohio, Illinois, Indiana, 
" and Michigan, must find an outlet, either by the way of the 
" Erie Canal, or by the St. Lawrence, to the Ocean." 

So long, indeed, as the St. Lawrence flows to the sea, so long 
will the tide of commerce fall into and follow its natural de
clivity. All that is required of us, is to improve the 
blessings which Providence has bestowed; or, at the least, 
not to dam back and impede the current by perverse obstruc
tions-by legislative restrictions which can only protect ., our 
rivals"; or by an indolent indiffet'ence to the advantages we 
possess, and a neglect to profit by them. 

We have already employed, once or twice, the words 
" rivalry" and" rivals". We do so in no obnoxious sense. A 
fair and generous rivalry is a healthful stimulant, whether ap
plied to the individual man or to nations. It inspires deter
mination, it infuses confidence, it invigorates exhausted efforts, 
it impels anew. It keeps the individual, or the people, in 
" tip top condition," ready for any thing, and up to any thing. 
We have much to thank our" rivals" for, and for nothing more 
than their" rivalry." Let us profit by it. 

When De Witt Clinton first devised his immortal project of 
the Erie Canal, his object was, not only to facilitate the inter
course of New York State with a rich, fertile, and inviting 



country,-the western Land of Promise,-lJUt t~ "tap" the 
wa,ters of the upper St. Lawrence, a,s the long lmk of lakes 
may be justh called, and to divert the tide of commerce from 
a, r~val river 'a,nd a, foreign sta,te, into a, new chmlllel, more safe, 
more convenient and more expeditious, allli therefore more 
economical; more unimpeded by clima,te and natural obstacles, 
allLI, therefore, more inyitillg. 

Energy and industry a~d persevering science attempted 
much, a,nc1 accompli~hell more. The over heaped and over 
crowded wharves of BuffaJo, the serried canal, the teeming 
docks of Troy and AIJx1llY, do homa,ge to the genius of De Witt 
Clinton. But a,1I human efforts Imve their limits. The traffic 
of the Erie C;tnal must be limitcil by its capacity. That capa
city may I.e cnlm'gccl, but time will elapse, and m?ney must be 
expended, ,,,hile tit" trade of tllc' wc'st a,dvances WIth such over
whelming rapiLlity as I'n'll now tu embarrass and gorge the 
canal with a, supertillity of l'llSiIH'.,",'. It is admitted on a,ll hands 
that the Eric Canal, however much enlargerl or improved, can 
n('vcr d" ha,lf the work re'luired of it. Buffalo has, and ever 
will haye', enuugh of trade, and to spare. 

In sparing us some of its trad," it would be well if it would 
spare us some of its energy. While the Amel'ica,ns, aware of 
the incapacity of the Eric Canal to meet the demands of com
merce, pI'e", forward with undertakings of the most arduous 
and co . ..;tly cllaractcl', involving enormous outlay and immense 
labour, not tl) compete with this canal, but to receive the over
fiowings of its tl'adc', we stand supinely by, and, with the work 
already tll1'e,' pa,rts done to our hand, with the power, at the 
cost of a tritiing additional effort, of assuring to our waters for 
ever, the preference and the precedence in tIl(' carrying trade 
of this section of the American continent, permit the golden op
portunity to escape us irrecoverably, and abandon that which 
nature and reason identify as our own, to the superior enter
prize and intelligence of neighbours whom, in this instance, it 
would be the height of self-adulation to style" rivals." 

It may be instructive to enumerate here some of the public 
works comple~ed, or actually in progress, in the State of New 
! ork alone, WIth a vie,,: to a, participation in the profits of the 
Immense ~rade of the 'IV est. We ma,y take, as the most remote 
and first I!1 order, the New York and Erie Railroad extend
ing from Dunkirk, a port on Lake Erie to the Rive~ Hudson 
a.t Piermont, ",:hich, connected by st~amboats, crosses the 
rIver at that pomt and descends the cast bank to the city of 
New York. Then we have the great Erie Canal extending 
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from Buffalo to Albany, a distance of 363 miles, and side by 
side for a great part of the way the Erie and Hudson Rail
road, which again is connected by various branches with 
Rochester and Oswego, on Lake Ontario. IVe have, more
over, a projecteu connection with the same main trunk from 
Cape Vincent to Rome; and, lower down on the St. Lawrence, 
a s.till more ?minous undertaking, the Ogdensburg Railroad, 
whIch, departmg from the river at tho town of that name, will 
terminate at Plattsburg or some other, as yet undecided, point 
on the waters of Lake Champlain. 

All these lines of communication, so far as they intercept any 
portion of the descending trade of the west, are competitors 
with the lines of the St. Lawrence, the riyals of our noble 
canals and of all railroads projectel] or in progress to connect 
the Proyince of Canada below Prescott with the States of the 
Union. 

It would be monstrous to suppose that this state of things 
can be permitted to continue or that we, who have ventUl'ed so 
much to secure a fair proportion of this trade, should halt and 
hesitate at the most critical moment, when the object for which 
such and so many sacrifices have been made is on the point of 
attainment, and when it requires but one effort more, and that 
effort, with reference to the past, inconsiderable, to secure and 
retain it. 

We must redress the balance in this matter. The induce
ments which have diverted our trade may be counteracted 
by other and still stronger inducements. Facilities of ono 
description may Le outweighed by facilities of anothel' des
cription. The readiness and rapidity and certainty of the 
railroad may be more than counterbalanced, in the matter of 
freight traffic, by the equal certainty, by the economy and 
security of the canal; and one canal, from situation, direction, 
or capacity, may hold out advantages superior to anothel". We 
possess at this moment a chain of canals unrivalled fOI' size 
and for admirable adaptation, so far as they go, to their in
tended purposes. It requires but one link to complete the 
chain, but that link is the golden link, which will convert doubt 
into certainty, render assurance doublv sure, and transmute a 
project, magiIificent in design, but of "ambiguous augury, into 
an unfailing source of revenue to the province, and of prosperity 
to our population. 

To complete the chain of the St. Lawrence Canals, and to 
realize all and even more than has hitherto been expected from 
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them, we have yet before us the one great master project, 
which, at this critical moment in our trade and progress, should 
be the first and the last object before the eyes of our Legisla
ture and Government. V{ e must connect the waters of the St. 
Lawrence with those of Lake Champlain by canal. Other and 
OTeat projects may demand om attention, but we consider each 
~nd all subordinate to this. An uninterrupted communication 
l,y waJer, whether by river or canal, or both, offers at all times 
for the conveyance of ll1~tsses of freight, advantages unequalled 
by any other mode of conveyance. In cheapness and conve
nience, in the protection of cargo from weather, in reduction of 
charges arising feom transhipment, from handling and cartage, 
in diminution of damage and the expenses of cooperage, the safe 
hold of a, tight craft must ever command the preference of the 
sllippel' and the merchant. Certainty is more than an equiva
lent for speed; except at particular times or seasons of rare 
OC1'lllTenl:e, speed in the conveyance of produce is of secondary 
consequence, and, even then, what is gained in time may be lost 
in charges, for the tolls of a railroad must keep pace with the 
., wear ancI teal'," amI the real profits of railroads are derived 
from other sources than the conveyance of heavy freight. But 
it so occurs that eyen III the conveyance of the lighter and 
bulkier articles of commercial exchange, the canal boat and the 
SChO()IWr, from superior economy of management and conse
q ucnt infcriority of charge, can afford to compete with the 
railroad at a rate so low as to more than counterbalance the 
advantages of speed. 

In the excellent article from the Economist. referred to in 
the commencement of this chapter, it is enun~iated as a fact 
"that the produce of 1Vestern Canada, and of the northern 
" parts of Ohio, lIlinois, IndiawL, anel Michigan, must find an 
" outlet either by the way of the Erie Canal or of the St. Law
" renee to the Ocean," to which we have added, that, so long as 
the St. Lawrence flows to the sea, so 10nO' will the tide of com
merce go with it; so long at least as wg do not obstruct the 
chann~l by navig-ation la~s which, under present circumstances, 
arc unjust, or by protective restrictions, which are stupid. 

Tlmt the position of the St. Lawrence must durin'" the sea
son of navigation, command for it unrivalled adyantag~s, cannot 
be doubted. .upon?,n equal footing, and inspired by a like 
~nerg;Y, there IS. notlnng to prevent the Canadas, from com pet
~~g Wlth ~~le Umted Stat~~, and co~p~ting with advantage in 
~he mal ket of t~e :vorld. But tIllS IS not all. By improving 

WIthout delay eXlstll1g communications, by the instant excava-
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tion of a canal connecting the waters of the St. Lawrence with 
the waters of Lake Champlain, and by a judicious system of 
railroads, sanctioned and supported by our legislature, not only 
shall we command the transport by sea, but we may compete 
successfully with the Erie Canal, and with ease retain a large 
share of the internal traffic of the American Continent. 

So far as the trade of the West supplies the home consump
tion of the Atlantic sea-board, or contributes to the exportation 
of Portland and Boston and New York, or provides the whalers 
of Salem and Nantucket and New Bedford, or feeds the fisheries 
of our fellow colonists of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, so 
far may that trade be conveyed through our waters, to the 
benefit of our canals, to the profit of our people, to the gain of 
the consumer, and to the increase of the trade itself, upon terms 
even more advantageous to all parties than any that can be held 
out by the Erie Canal. 

By connecting the waters of the St. Lawrence with the 
waters of Lake Champlain, we shall centralize that portion of 
the Western trade which is directed to Boston and New York 
in that magnificent lake. Instead of awaiting despatch in the 
replete docks of Buffalo, or dragging its slow length through 
363 miles of canal and 83 locks, to Albany, the surplus com
merce of the IV est, freighted in vessels of large size, conveying 
3500 barrels offiour or equivalent to the same, will pour through 
the WeIland Canal, traverse Lake Ontario, descend the St. 
Lawrence, and, through our canals, reach Burlington and 
Whitehall without delay or interruption, and without tran
shipment or " breaking of bulk". 

To show the operation and effect of these advantages, sup
pose two schooners or propellers leave Chicago freighted each 
with with 3500 barrels of fiour, destined for the" market of the 
world," "ilL Boston or New York; the one to tranship its 
cargo at Buffalo, the other to deposit at Burlington or White
hall. It is but fair to suppose that both deplrt and each ar
rives at or about Buffalo at the same time. We will not pause to 
inquire whether the one enters the Port of Buffalo without dif
ficulty or damage, or whether the other reaches Port Col borne 
with perfect ease and safety. But we will discharge the cargo 
of the first as soon as space is found to receive it, or canal boats 
to transport it, or the over busied and over worked consignee can 
find time to give it despatch. The cargo of 3500 barrels has to 
be transhipped into five, or perhaps six, canal boats, exposed the 
while to the elements, to damage and cost, and when at length 
it takes up its line of march, or rather line of fioat, it hitches on 
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to the tail of an endless flotilla, which proceeds at a certain slow 
and measured rate, and which, if not une:x:pectedly retarded by 
a breach in the canal, or a lock in repair, or in disrepair, or a 
sunken predecessor in the line, or any other disagreeable acci
dent, will reach Albany in the course of ten.or twelv~ days, to 
be again transferred, subject to the same Illconvem.ence and 
drawi)ack, either to lighters for New York, or the.rall-cars for 
Boston. Thus after havinn" undero"one three transhlpmeuts, the 

b b • 

eharo'es and depreciation resulting therefrom bemg somewhat 
arbigary and difficult to estimate, each barrel.of fio1!r will ar
rin~ at its dec;tination, costing, from Cleveland III Oh1O, to New 
York, (we Ltke the calculation of Mr. Galt, of St. Lawrence 
and Atlantic Hail-Road Company,) six shillings and one penny, 
(6s. 1<1.) or to Boston, seven shillings and one penny, (7s. ld.) 

And now let us trace the course amI tho results of the other 
vessel. She proceeds at once through the Welland Canal, 
ern,sc.' Lake Ontario, with a flowing sail and a descending cur
rC'nt, hurries down the contracted stream and still more rapid 
current of the St. Lawrcnce, passes through the canals, if the 
enterprising fellow who commands her does not give half the 
canals the" go by" 1JY shooting the rapids, and gliding through 
the projected canal into Lake Champlain, with scarce a lock 
to detain her, finds hen;elf at Burlington, the cars greedy for 
her cargo, or at Whiteh[tll, ready to tranship for New York. 
Before long, howcycr, the cap[tcity of the Whitehall and Hud
son Canal will be enlarged to that of those in Canada, and then 
the ca1':2"O from Chicagu 1I1ay procecli direct to New York, with
out " Ln"eaking bulk or transhipment". Takin? Mr. Galt's 
dat[t as a 1 ),lsi:;, we e~timate the cost of a barrel of lour conveyed 
by thi~ routc, exclusive of transhipment, to equal 5s. 7!d. to 
Bo.-ton, and 45. 7 !d. to New York. 

The most conclusi \'e argument, after all, is that which is reo 
ducible to pounds shillings and pence. If we are correct in 
our estimate, it is unanswerable, and we do not think we can be 
far wrong. The consumer w:ill always buy his food in the 
cheapest market, and convey It by the cheapest conveyances, 
pr.ovlded al,mys that, ca:teris pa1'ibus, it is safest. Construct 
thIS canal and we shall attract the trade and receive the rev
enue thereof. We shall attract a trade to which this canal 
can alone hold out an inducement, which, without this canal, 
would neY~r approach nearer than Buffalo, or perhaps Ogdens
burgh, whIch m?-st augment vastly the revenue of this Province, 
enrIch the sect10n of country through which it passes, make 
the great St. Lawrence the purveyor and provider of mankind. 
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and Montreal an emporium whence, at no remote period, by 
the introduction of a comprehensive and judicious system of 
railways, the merchant may choose his market and dispense his 
stores as best suited to the wants and wishes of his fellow-crea
tures. 

Commanding, as we do, from the position we occupy, natu
rally and without an effort, the trade of the St. Lawrence, 
we have! it equally in our power to share and more than share 
in all the advantages derived by our American "rivals" from 
their artificial communications. But to effect this we must, al
though haud pari paSS!l, endeavour to keep pace with them. 
Public attention must be called energeticallJ', and at once, to 
the improvement and completion of internal communications. 
The impending session of the Legislature must not be permitted 
to pass over without decisive action and some sufficient guaran
ties in this matter. What this action ought to be, and what 
the nature of the guarantee, will be referred to, at length, in 
the two following chapters. In the first we shall invite atten
tion to the selection of a pl'oper &itc' for the proposed canal; in 
the second to a system of railways operating in connection with 
our canals, the i~tel'est on the cost of construction to be guar
anteed by the Province. In concluding this chapter, we may 
be permitted to say, that it is with some hesitation we have en
tered upon the dicussion of subjects with which we are not pro
fessionally familiar, but that we have assumed the responsiLility 
partly from a conviction of the necessity of agitating without 
delay, partly from the belief that the public di~cussion of 
these matters, even to the refutation of our imperfect argu
ments, can not be other than beneficial at this particular mo
ment, and partly from the hope that others equally interested 
in the result, but more conversant with details, and better cog
nizant of facts, may be led to assist in this labour, if only by 
correcting our errors and supplying our deficiencies. 



CHAPTER THE SECOND. 

MONTREAL AND BURLINGTON. 

ONE of the most important branches of the subject, relative 
to the P]'()I'0c;('d connesion bdween the waters of the St. Law
rence and the waters of Lake Champlain, is the trade of the 
Ottawa, and tlw new outlet, and a,~ yet unknown markets whic.h 
the construction of this canal must open up to that trade. It IS 

hardly COITect perhaps to sav "unknown", as it is a well known 
fact that, during the last sum"mer, rafts of timber, the produce of 
the Ottawa, have been purchased, and conveyed from the back 
of IsJc. J('~us, in tIle rear of :Montreal, to Sorel, and then towed 
up tli., Richelicu by a slow and expensive process to St. Johns, 
and from thence transmitted to the market of New York at 
pl'i,:cs highly remunel'ative to the enterprizing merchant. 

It is unnecessary to dilate upon the immense amount of lum
ber and sawn timber required in the Atlantic States of the 
Union, both for home consumption and for exportation, or ~o 
the increased price of this article in those markets. It IS 

almost erlually unnecessary to advert to the importance of a 
choice of markets as enhancing the value of the commodity, as 
encouraging the increase of the trade, and as relieving it from 
the uncertainty and fluctuations which must always result from 
an exclmive dependance upon one. 'With the sure alternative of 
Quebec in view, the lumber merchant may, from the vicinity 
of l\Iontreal, determine his selection, and according to the state 
of the markd, either continue his route to the port of original 
destination, or transfer the whole or a portion of his valuable 
cargo to the markets of New York and Boston, by the way of 
the canal. And it may be as well to keep in mind that as the 
greater part of such exports, both from the demand of the trade 
and for the c?nvcnience of conveyance, will consist in deals and 
other sawn tImber, this new outlet to our commerce will not 
only increase the consumption of the raw material, but still 
more that of the manufactured ar6cle. 

lYe shall have occasion hereafter with reference to another 
though congenial subject, to enlarg~ upon the importance of 
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the Ottawa trade and its resources, and to repeat what has 
been so often affirmed as to the interest the inhabitants of 
Montreal have in fostering and in developin~ those resources. 
Enough has been said here to show that in decidinO' upon the 
precise line and direction of the contemplated canbal, its inlet 
and its outlet, and its facility of communication with the waters 
it unites, the (kcision should be based upon a thorouo'h con
sideration of the exigencies and convenience of that trade, and 
that every reasonable sacrifice should be made to facilitate and 
promote it. 

Her ~Ia.i('stfs Government has undertaken a survey of the 
line of country through which this projected canal is expected 
to pass. This survey is now in jJl'I)QTE'SS. The discussion, 
therefore, of possible 01' probable lines of direction, in an
ticipation of the report of sUrYey, may appeal' to be premature, 
if not useless, were it not that in drawing up this statement, at 
this particular moment, our chief object has been, to call public 
attention to the matter before the meeting of the Legislature, 
and to make it a subject of public comment and enquiry with the 
least possiiJle delay. We do not conceive that any thing that 
can be said here will influence or pl'ejudge the practical decision 
of this subj ect, nor do we in the slightest degree wish it. We 
are in no way wedcled to our present views of the matter. We 
have no prejudices to gratify, no personal interest to subserve. 
Our sole object is to promote the general good in the most com
prehensive way. 'Ve are further impressed with the conviction 
that" now is the time"; that the postponement of a decision, 
even for one session of the Legislative, will give our active 
and better provided "rivals" a start which it may neyer be in 
our power to retrieve, and that delay will, at this critical 
conjuncture, be as irreparable as it is irrevocable. 

In the discussion of a· matter of great and general concern
ment, but dependent at the same time upon public favor, it is of 
importance to divest it of all appearance of local 01' minor 
consideration. lYe must regard the subject upon the broad 
and comprehensive basis of the most general public advantage. 
A proceeding evidently just. and liiJeral, and void of all exclusive 
pretension, entails public sympathy and comIltands public sup
port. In looking to interests of a more local character, we must 
hold in mind, that every public good is a private advantage, 
and remain satisfied with those indirect and often more valuable 
results which a fortunate conjunction of circumstances frequently 
confers, with accidental partiality, on particular localities. As 
citizens of Montreal, and proprietors, we may naturally desire 



12 

that a canal, such as projected, should be so located as to confer 
the greatest possible advantage on the City of Montreal. If, 
with equal advantage to the public, if with equal and evident 
attraction to the trade, if with like expense, 01' even an in
creased expense, not incommensurate with the benefit to be de
rived, we can make Montreal the thoroughfare of a novel and 
increasing commerce, let it be done, make every possible effort 
to attain it. But a,t the same time, let us be carefullest an ill
judo'ed predilection for particular interests does not indispose 
the'" public mind towards the project itself, or even divest the 
project of a part of its utility. It would be wretched policy in 
us to provoke hostility by selfish greed, or to prepare costly 
allurements for commerce, which may prove ultimately to be 
no allurement at all. 

With these preliminary observations, we will proceed to the 
consideration of three line'> which present themselves as offering 
facilities for the construction of the proposed canal. The first 
may be descl'ibecl as a line commencing at or near the Indian 
village of Caughnawaga, nearly opposite to Lachine and run
ning in a southerly direction, to some point at or near the 
emlJouchnre of the Lacolle River, on the Canadian side of 
House's Point. The distance may be stated at from thirty to 
thirty-five miles. The country is level, and apparently practi
caule for cxc<1yation, while it is presumed that the waters of the 
Chateauguay and English Rivel' might be easily employed as 
feeders, The 10('1;:al2:e would be small: it is supposed that two 
locks of about fifteen feet lift would he sufficient. The entrances 
might be rendered convenient and accessible at all seasons. 
These advantages, however, it is affirmed, are more than coun
terbalanced by physical obstacles, involving great labour and 
heavy expl'nscs,-facts which remain to be confirmed by the 
report of a competent Engineer . 
. The sccond line, ,projected to obviate the engineering difficul

tIes presumed to eXlst upon the first, is a line which, commencing 
~t or ~bout the same point, the village of Caughnawaga, and 
t~llowll1g the descendmg :o<tream of the St. Lawrence for some 
dlstan('c, parallel or nearly parallel to the river, diverges at or 
near La:rortue, crosscs the St. Johns Railroad, and intersecting 
~he Pemnsula of the Richelieu and St. Lawrence Rivers, falls 
ll~to the former at a point "'here it forms part of the Chambly 
l anal, at or about Isle Ste. Therese, some six or seven miles 
below the town of SL J olms. 

,Of ~~es~ tW? lines of direction, if equally practicable, the pre
fel enee WIll WIthout doubt be assigned to the first. It offers to 
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the peculiar trade of the Ottawa the greatest convenience and 
facility, while to the American trade of the West, it holds out 
the attraction of the most direct and shortest ae('e~s to Lake 
Champlain. 

But there is a third line, which, if equally practicable, if 
not more expensive, 01' likely to increase the charo'es of 
transit and thereby diminish the trade, is not unworthy of 
publ!c conside:ation. Th.is is a line of ship canal, ilLarting from 
a pomt opposite to the CIty of Montreal, on the St. La.wrencl', 
(say above or about Moffatt's Island,) and, striking through the 
level country of Long:Ieuil, to unite with the CIJambly Canal 
above the locks connecting the Chambly Canal with thc Cham
bly Basin, ~nd tl~ence by enlarging the Chambl,v Canal tu an 
equal capacity with the St. La1Vrence ('amb, to meet the waters 
of the Richelieu by 1V::ly of Isle Ste. Thert'se and St. Johns. 

It is believed that by constructing a dyke 01' pier into the 
St. Lawrence, in connection with l\1offatt's Island, a well pl'O
tected entrance to the canal may be secured with a sufficient 
depth of water, while this very dyke or pier, substantially built, 
might be employed as the point of departure for the St. Law
rence and Atlantic Hailroad, or any :othcr railroads or road 
which may at any future period radiate from that point towards 
the United States. One or more steamers, which might serve 
at once as tug or ferry boats, would easily connect this pier or 
dyke with the wharves of :Jlontreal. 

It is unnecessary to enlarge upon the advantages which the 
adoption of this project offers to the commerce and prosperity 
of Montreal. This city would become a great central entrepot 
of the food uf mankind-a pUrYcyor to the world-from1Vhence, 
either by the outlet of its own noble river, or by the ports of 
the Atlantic sea-board, the stream of plenty would flow forth, 
a well graduated fountain of supply, and not a hurried or 
intermittent flood, ruinous to the merchant and uncertain to the 
consumer. 

Having said thus much, we have said enough. Enough at 
least to call public attention to the matter, if the matter really is 
worthy of public consideration. But we have not ,Yet done. We 
ask those whose interest in the subject has led them to fullow us 
thus far, to extend to us the same indulgence in reference to a 
subject of equal interest and collateral charactel'. namely, a 
system of railroad which, taken in conjunction with the pro
p'osed canal, can not fail to operate extensively to the benefit of 
the country at large, and to the aggrandizement of this city. 
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The first feature in this system should be a line of short ll:nd 
direct communication with the United ~tatt's; the second a lme 
connectinn' :\lontreal with the waters of the St. Lawrence at or 
about Pr~scott. The first, by intersecting existing lim's ?f 
road or of roads in active progress, would place Montreal m 
l'ommuniration with the grcat sea-ports of Boston and N ew
York, at SOllle central point from whence eitltcI' woulU be 
equally an'cssiblc. The sC1'ond, in COlllbination with the pro-, 
jetted canal, would rendcr Montrcal the thoroughfare both of 
'the freight traffic and the pas~('nger traffic IIf II' estern Canalla, 
and, to a great extent, of the \ r (,,,tern Sta tcs. 

The first is already reduced to a question of time. At no 
Ycry remote pcriod the connection with the Atlantic sea-board 
will be attaim,d by the St. Lawrence and Atlantic Hailroad, 
hut a communication of a shorter and spee,licr description ad
vanccs daily into more inviting proximity. Two great lines of 
railroad, originating each at Boston, converge at this moment 
upon Burlington in Vermont; the one known as the Grand 
Central, the other as the Hutland line. The latter connects 
with the ~aratoga and Whitehall Hailroad and, Ly way of 
Albany, with K ew York. On reaclling Burlington, it is con
templated that these two lines will unite in one grand trunk 
I~ommuniration, extending to Swanton, within a short distance 
of the Province line, with the further intention of uniting with 
the Ogdensburg line of railroad, so soon as the right of bridging 
Lake Champlain can be obtained from the authorities who con
trol that right. In the interim these parties look to Montreal 
and its capitalists for a connection which must prove of mutual 
and immediate benefit, hy rendering this extension to Swanton 
a paying conee.rn on its .comp~etion, without being altogether 
depen'~ent on Its connee,tlOn ,WIth the Ogdensburg line, and by 
extendmg to tIle conncctmg hnes of .:\Iontreal, and to our stealll
boats on the st. Lawrence, (II' to :lnv lines of railroad hereafter 
to ue construct(',l westward through"the Canadian territory, the 
conveyance of all traffic westward from the celltl'e of 13urlinO'-

b ton. 

~t is to ~e hoped t~at the St. ~awrence and. Lake C.hamplain 
Rallro~d (ompllly wli.1 not l(~s(. Sight of a proJect, wlm'h, by an 
('xtel~SlOn of a."nut tlnrty mIles. tl~rough a country singularly 
practlrable, wIll conn('('t an eXlstm;!: and most remunerative 
line directly with the l!nited Stat~s, with certain advantage to 
the cOl11pan~: and to tIllS commumty. If it be finally decided 
that t~le proJ ected ci1:IaI ~o Lake Champlain should commence 
Opposite to MontI'eal, It WIll 1)('I'ome the interest of this company 
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to transfer the present terminus at Laprairie to the same lo
cality, and, perhaps, at no very distant period, realize the idea 
that the works necessary to form an artiti.cial embouchure to the 
canal, may be employed as the point of departure for different 
railroads, and, as experience has established in England, enable 
canal and railroad to act and react upon each other to the 
reciprocal profit and advantage of both. 



CHAPTER THE THIHD. 

THE ST. LA WRENC ~~ AND THE OTT A W A. 

H.\\lXG, thus [u', el1lleavuured to point out, as the first fea
tun' ill a ,;\'stem or schemes of raill'()ad~, one that should con
nect the P~'()\ince uf Canada with the great American cities of 
thc Atlanti(, ~c'a-boal'll, with the lC'ast circuit or delay, let us 
now turn to another feature in such a scheme, a feature of 
equal importance to the Province and of still greater impor
tance to the metl'opolis of Canada. \Ye ;dlude to a line of rail
road l'ommunicatiun from Montreal upwards to Prescott on the 
St, Lawren(;e. 

Su far as tllis subject has elicited any expression of opinion, 
that opinion appears to indicate a preference of a line of route, 
following the GOUl'Se of and running almost parrallel to the St. 
Lawrence, as the most feasible and desirable; laboring, however, 
under the evident disaclvantage of competition both with the 
St. Lawrence and the canal. We would suggest another and 
a very diifl'r('nt route, presenting, as we imagine, a combination 
of more extensive advantage, of greater facility, and of equal, 
if not lesser, expense, \Ve would propose a line of railroad, to 
commence at the Lachine terminus of the Montreal and Lachine 
Railroad, to cross the Island of .:'IIontreal and the Isle Jesus to 
St. Eustache, then ascend the course of the Riviere du Chene to 
st. Andrews, and from St. AndreIni to Grenville Basin, a dis
tance altogether, as a railroad would run, of about 55 miles. 
It may be as well te mention llOre, that a charter actually exists 
for the construction of a raih'oad from St. Andrews to Grenville, 
that a line liaS been run, and other preliminary proceedings 
taken. At Grenville, the Ottawa presents many and remark
able facilities for bridginp;. At this point the l'ailroad might be 
conveyed across the riHT, at or alJout the Hawkesbury mills, 
striking through the Ottawa, Eastel'll, and Johnstown Districts 
of Canada West, through the Townships of Hawkesbury or 
Caledonia, through Roxborough and Finch and Winchester and 
l\lountain, through Matilda or Edwardsburg to Prescott. This 
line of country, from the Ottawa to the St. Lawrence, is stated, 
upon very reliable information, to be singularly level, and pecu-
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llarly adapted to railroad operations. The filcilities which this 
tine of country offers, suggested, ma~ly years since, the idea. 
of a canal to connect the waters of the St. Lawrence with those 
of the Ottawa, from Prescott to below the Carillon Hapids. 
This line WitS surveyed and reported upon; it was invested not 
only with" a local habitation" but .• a name". It was designat
<ell as the "Petite Nation" Canal, amI the length is stated as fifty 
miles. The inference is, that a line of country adaptell to a 
canal, can offer no grc2.t obstaeles to the constructicn of a rail
road. 

From the imperfect ,tatistics at our disposal, on a short no
tice, it is difficult to ascertain what amonnt of intel'melliate tram:
port this section of country mity be expectcll to fUl'llish. We 
look for information and assi"t,wce in these importitnt details to 
those resident and interested in the locality; but we know tllat 
many of the above enumerated townships, through most "f 
which the road will most probn.l>ly run, arc rich, fcrtile, highly 
cnltivated and productive. A railroad running tln'i)ush the 
heart of a eountl'y derives supplies ft'OIu both side,.,; it is mOl',] 
beneficial and more likely to he bcnefitteLl than one which, 
flanked by a river, is rest;icted to nnilateral I)IJl'r~ltions. But N. 
Prescott this railroad woul\l arrest and Dring down t r" JLntrl':d 
'SQ much of the traffic of the We,st, uoth pa,'cnger ahd freiQ'bt 
as might not already have been emlJrLrkcd on OUl' c~mal, cl'II~1VC 
been attracted by the rival line of railroad at Ogdensblll'g. 
This Ogdensburg railroad, recollect, is not yet unfait accompli. 
it has been undertaken with an intelligent foresight, an energy 
.and enterprise highly honorable to its pr(,.i,."ctors, bnt it has yet 
to be constructed. A railroad such as this is not to be built in a 
day. It invol yes immense labour, enormous expenses; it take~ 
;J, tortuous and pl'otracted COUl';iC throngh a mountainous and 
most difficult country; it offers little or no interll1c:1iatc trans
portation, and in length equals at least the wltole of the prc,cnt 
suggested line from Prescott to Grellville, ~,ll<l from Grenville to 
Montreal. AnLl yet, with all the clisarj,-antages on their side, 
and the advantages on ours, how little has been done by us and 
how much by them. 

In contrasting the luerits cf the; two lines of communication 
fl'om Montreal to Prc,-;cr,tt, l·y the St. Lawrence, or by thc 
Ottawa, it may be as well to take into consideration first the 
'question of distance. The &istance from .Jlontreal to Prescott 
by the St. Lawl'ence is 130 miles; the distance fl'om Montreal 
t~o Prescott, 1'1(( tho Ottawa, is !lot more. Tllis assertion is 
rnarh' in the absen<.:e o,f all exact Slll'\'cy, but with every wish tf' 
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approach exactitude, and will be better understood by referring 
to a o'ood map, and bv notino' the course of the Ottawa in re-

o JOT b 'd' " 1 ference to that of the St. Lawrence. he" rI· gmg ane ex-

Penses continO'ent on the same may be calculated at about equal. to < 

Thus much for comparative distances. In facility of con
struction it is unrivalled. From Lachine to St. EustacllC the 
country is a ,lead fiat, and the passage~ of the Ottawa easy, and 
may IH' rendered still more ~o hy the solection of points where 
the riYer i~ either nal'l'owed in it~ course or intersected by rocks 
and island~, From St. ElIsLicll<' to st. Andrews, by following 
the COllr~c of the Hi\·iere du Che'ne, the gratli,'nt will k~ one of 
very tritling inclination. This is affirrne~l from personal obse1'
vatron and~fl'om the best corroborative statements. From St. 
Andrews to Gremille it is a level, or nearly so. From 
Hawb'sbury Of! the Ottawa to the St. Lawrence it is ainl'med, 
as before ;-;t:lh'.], that the country is singuhrly level, and pecu
liarly a,bpte,] to raiil'oaJ operations. 

'Yith re .r;tr,l to the amount or extent of intermediate trans
portation, it lIlay 110 a.; wdl to olN'ne tha,t whereas fifty-five 
miles of railroad extending in the direction I)f Prescott by the 
St. Lawrence, would Il1U';t. pl'o],al,ly terminate in an open field 
some twentv miles or so below Cornwall, and ,,,hereas it is 
yery clear "that the road must be completed throughout to 
Prescott I"'flll'" it could either compete or co-operate advan
tageously with river and canal, the salll" exknt of railroad by 
way of the Ottawa would terminate at Grenville, from whence 
By town may be now reached lly unillterrupted steam navi
gation in the space of from three tu fllur bOllI'S. Con.imand
ing the route to Grenville we shoulll for eyer command the 
trade of an immense section of country, of unknown and 
inexhaustible r,'sourees, the progress and improvement of which 
has been thus far retarded by an indifference to its claims, and 
by a disregard of interests wllich are peculiarly those of Mont
real. 'Ye owe reparation both to it and to ourselves, and trust 
that the opportunity of doing it justice and oursehes an inesti
mable benefit will not be lost for want of an effort. There is 
not, ~n this Continent a lin,e of road ,:hieh offers greater oppor
tumiIes of gradual completIOn Ily sectIOns, of which each section, 
as complete.d, will not only promote the progress of a great and 
general deSIgn, but will possess within itself sufficient resources 
to repay the investment. 

,It is not at all necessary that parties engaged in this enter
prIse should prosecute it at once from Grenville to Lachine. 
The Grenville and Carillon section might be completed at once, 
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and would pay on completion. It would be as easy, and per
haps more expedient, to commence another section at Lachine, 
and extend from that point to the Riviere du Chene, and at a 
subsequent and more convenient period, complete the connel~
tion by the intermediate link from St. Eustache to St. Andrews. 
The distance from Lachine to St. EustaCltl' is not supposed to 
exceed ]6 miles-it is called 20 from :'IIontrcal. At St. Eus
tache, the railroad wonld attract all the internal traffic, the 
natural route of which towards Montreal is through that village, 
and which between that village and Montreal has to encounter 
bad and, at this season of the ycar, impassable roads, the 
ascent of the Montreal mountain, two toll l)ridl!;c-; or ferries, and 
one turnpike. The farmer could bring a he:lV~' load from the 
North HiveI' or the Gore to St. Eustarlle, tl'an~fcr it to tltl' rail
cars, and proceed himself to Montreal, di'l'ose of his produce, 
realize the proceeds, and be home again in Ie:''' time than in the 
present state of the communication he could expect to reach 
Montreal. 

The scarcity and the uncertainty of the supply of the Mont
real markets at this particular sea,,,n is :llways a calISe of suf
fering and complaint. This year it has w"iglted grinously on 
the poor, and has been severely fclt by cyel',Y class of house
holders. The cost of food is doubled in ':'[ontreaL simulta
neously with the cost of fuel, until" the riyc'l' takes", During 
the interval that elapses between the close of tlw n;nigation 
and the ft'eezing of the ~t. Lawrence, we are dependent for the 
necessaric~ of hfe either on the stores in hand. Ot· on the imper
fect and inai-lequate resources of the bland of MuntreaL The 
state of the roads, impracticable Ill' nearly so at this season, 
contracts still more the limits of this circle. Supplies are 
doled out to us with the deliberatiun or the indifference of the 
monopolist, who can command hi, times and his prices. ,r e 
must remedy this defect, we must place ourselves beyond the 
vicissitudes of a scanty or arbitrary supply. If MonU'eal is 
to be~ome a great and populous city, we must have cheap food 
at all seasons, and abundance of it. 

By a railroad to St. Andrews, we shall receive equable and 
sufficient supplies to our market at any season of the ,Ycar. Up 
to the present time of writing, the beO'innino' of February, rail 
cars feom that point might have reach~d .Mo~treal daily without 
interruption. We believe that in this section of country a rail
road could operate throughout the winter with but slio'ht or yery 
temporary hindrance, and HO one will doubt what effect a daily 
intcr<'ourse with the substantial farmer of the Counties of Two 
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Mountains and Ottawa would h::we upon the inIlabitants flf 
Montreal. Nor is it essential to this result that such a railroad 
should actually reach St. Andrews. Every step in tha~ direction 
will be an invitation and an encourao·ement. The supphes of that 
section will meet our advar:,'cs ~lore than half way. S" 
:3oon as the railroad reaches St. Eustache, so soon will both the 
stockholders and the citizens of Montreal experience the benc
:fits of its operation; benefits which will increase and multiply 
"ith the progress cf the undertaking. 

Nil thinkino'man with data such as these before him-data 
b • J which, however imperfect or incomplete, are full of pr~nuse am. 

reasonable hope,-will doubt of the expediency of thIS under
takinO' : an undertaking which, so far as the City of Montreal 
is con'~erned, should be looked upon not so much a" a question of 
expediency, not so much in the li~ht of a speculation, as a matter 
of positive necessity. But there is no man resident within this 
most pupulous section of Canada East to whom this project does 
not hold out the most evident, undeniable amI immediate all· 
vantages. To the farmer it secures constant demand; to the 
citizen unfailing supply; to the capitalist prompt and undouUt
I,d returns. Let the matter be but fairly stated, without ex
aggeration or extenuation, jet the attention of the public be, 
but once, thoroughly aroused to the real importance of the 
subjcd, and we may appeal with confidence to it:,; !:mpport ]t 
is not to the capitalist alone that we are to look for assistance. 
The llloniedman, practised and" wide awake" requires neither 
Inducement nOl' suggestion. He understalllls his own interest, 
Let the inve,tment be but profitable and we shall find him 
there, nothing ~ol)th. We look to the farmer, the sturdy" old 
country" settler, who ha;s ehopped and cleared his way to eom
petence! whose earning.s, small but steadily acquired, await 
secure mvestment. 1'0' tbis w.an we look with confidence; his 
shrewd sense will teach f".dm that no more advantageous invest
lllent can. be f~uncl ~han the employn~ent of his money in the 
constructIOn of a r,ulroad almost to Ius own door which while 
it ,ensures him interest at th~ rate of seven or eight pe~ cent, 
wdl double the value of Ius property, his prodn.ee and his. 
labour. And we rely equally on the French Canadian [2>1'

mer, the ~vealthy and intelligent habitant, to whom a waLi; 
of ente}'pl'lse an~ confider:ce ?as been imputed, with an equal 
lack 01 generosity and .JustIce. Of confidence he has natu
rally only too much; in his particular line he lacks neither en
terpri~e nor ene.rgy, but the ways of the rail are, as yet, 
not Ius ,,;a'y,~; If we have preceded him in this matter, it 
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is our good fortune, not his blame; what ('xperience has 
taught us, experience will impress upon him; he may look 
timidly at D.I'st upon a costly l)l'o.iec~. disagreeably suggcs
ti ve of other and still more specIOus faIlurcs, but he will SN' 

as we saw, and he will be convinced as we were convinced, 
not one whit more slowly or more cautiously, and once con
yinced he will embark in undertakings of this nature with as 
much alacrity and courage as any other constituent of the po
pulation of Canada, 

But to inspire confidence among all classes of men, and every 
variety of race, requires something more than individual exer
tion. The motive of an individual may lx' misunderstood 0]" 

misrepresented. The most disinterested zeal dijfers not in ap
pearance from the eagerness of selfish interest. The man may 
mar the cause, .. non specie tantwlI sell oppl'obrio quoque." It 
is to the representatives of the people in their respective cate
gories; it is to those \fho have acquired and who enjoy a legi
timate influence, whose influence has been endm·sed 1w the suf
frages of their fellow citizens, that we must look for the most 
beneficial exercise of that influence,-in social intercourse, in 
conversation, by personal explanation and exhortation, the man 
-who feels strongly, impresses deeply. ,Ye turn to the l\!em
bel'S of the Legislative in their individual capacity, in their sev
eral spheres and localities, as the best and most efficient propa
gandists of improvement; we rely upon their exertions and 
upon their support, and feel assured that in this reliance \fe shall 
not be disappointed. 

But it is upon the Leo·islature itself that all eyes turn at this 
conjuncture. N ewly el~ded aUlI full of promise, it cannot be 
for one moment douuteu but that all pl>ojccts of public improye
ment and advance, all measures of general and comprehenSIve 
utility, more especially railroads and cana}.." :vi!l receive ear~ 
nest attention and warm encouragement. It 18 In the power ot 
Parliament to give an impulse to Can::tdian enterprise a~d C~n
adian prosperity; to give it, at the same time, such a dlrectwn 
and tendency as will secure it alike from depression or change, 
or cDmpetition. It ll1~J place us, at once, not only above riV

alry, but in a position inaccessible to rivalry; it may secure to 
the commerl]e of this country immense and permanent advan
tages, not by invidious and irritating legislation, not. ?y pa.n
derinO' to the mean instincts of our llature, not Ly deV1smg dls
tinctigns and differences and disabilities, but by asserting the 
superiority which nature has confcrred upon ~s, and hy. en~ploy
ing that superiority for the benefit of manlond. It IS m the 
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power of our Leo'islature, at this peculiar crisis, by the judicious 
cncouracrement ~f local undertakings, based upon a well de
sicrned a~ld well matured system, to make this Province the 
hi~hway to the W est. D~ but hold out to capital and enter
prise every legitimate inducement, and ,,:e s~wJI, ere lo~g, see 
crrow up a complete line of canal commUlllcatlOn connectmg the 
~vaters of the Ucean with the waters of the Lakes, we shall see 
grow up a continuous railroad commuuication! connecting the St. 
LaTl'"l'cncl' with the Ottawa, the Ottawa WIth Montreal, and 
l\lontreal with tIll' World. Canatla will monopolize the travel 
and the traffic of the \V est upon the catholic basis of economy, 
convenience, and speed, and she will exercise that monopoly 
with uniYcrC'al aC'luiescenee and approval. 

What the nature and measure of the inducement ought to be 
may vary with cil'"umstalwes. IVe have no lack of examples or 
precedents. \\'"ithout going to the East or West Indies, to the 
Island ofTrinicbd, or Ceylnl1, or to the Colony of Demarara, we 
find in oUl' sister Colonies of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick 
new amI familial' instances of wise and fostering legislation. 
The great St. Andrews and Fl'edridon railway, the first skein 
in that 'Yeb of communication, whit'll will, at no remote period, 
connect the British Provinces with ea..]1 other, and with Europe, 
has obtained the neccC'sary capital, without difficulty or hesita
tion, on the guarantee of the 1'ro\'ince of jhe per centum, per 
annum, on the amonnt of capital invested in the enterprise. 
The ccrtainty of five per cent, the "haracter of the security, and 
the ('ontillgcn('Y of six or eight per cent. have overcome all 
scruples and will surmount every oL)stacle. The application of 
like principles here will ensure like results. Let the Legisla
ture of this Province but guarantee like interest on the capital 
inye~tcd in such C'nterprisl's as the St. Lawrence and Lake 
Champlain Callal, the St. Lawrence and Ottawa Grand Junc
tion llailway, the St. Lawrence an(l Atlantic, and the Great 
Western llailroad, all grand trunk lines of road, of general in
terest a~d benefit to the Province at large, and the means of 
prosecutlIlg these [(Teat wol'l~s will be forthcoming. IVe claim 
no as;:;istanl'e for tIle line connectino' the St. Lawrence opposite 
to }lontreal, with Swanton, in V ern~nt; first, because we do not 
view it as an enterprise of P]'ovincial interest, and, secondly, be
cause we look upon its construction inevitable on the completion 
of the canal and the Vermont Railroads, either by the existing 
co~p.any to St. Joh~s, or by others who watch and await their 
decIsIOn; but we. claim the Provincial guarantee to the projects 
above named, WIth perfect confidence that the effects of that 
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guarantee will be such as to render the guarantee itself a mere 
work of supererogation . 
. But we demand something more from our Provincial Legisla

tive. "Ve demand the abandonnwnt and repeal of those re
str~ctiv~ pri~c~ples in rail,:ay k~i~latilill-principles equally 
unjust, Impohtlc, and fallaclOus-,rllIch havc dictated the limi
tation of railway profits. W c can hardl,' imacrine a OTcater 
absurdity, a more glaring anomaly in the" Lco'islation of a new 
country, deficient in means, rich in rcsources, a';;d covctous of the 
means to develope those resoUl"'c,;, than cnactments, which 
blo:w hot and blow cold, which invite an'lrepel, which court the 
asslstam;e of the capitalist in tllC spirit of the hawker who 
puffs his wares. and, at the same time, drives a hard barg:lin. 
It has the effect too of all hard bargains; it detcr,; custom, it 
provokes retaliation, it Clll'onr:1.:C"" .. ll<'a«ory, It is a matter of 
notoriety, all the world over, that tit .. attempted limitation of 
railway profits is of none effl'ct. It i, eluded openly. and tIll' 
evasion, an act of public immorality, is greeted, on all hands, 
with the chuckle of public approbation. Why, therefor .. , this 
Legislative provocative to sin? \rlty I,,'r,i.;t in enactments un
just in principle, immoral in tentll'lIl')" an.l impotent in pur
pose? If the St. Lall"rcm'" and Lake Champlain Ihilroad 
Company coulu legally declare a divitll·ml of tll"enty p".l' .cent., 
or the Montreal and Lachine Raill'O<lll Company a UlVldcl1tl 
of fifteen, we should soon dispcIN] with the nc"'c',",ity and the 
humiliation of running after l':tl'it:t!. Capital ,,'(lUl.ll'un after 
us. The" delicate attentions" would l,c all the other \\"1\'. 

Canadian stocks wonld be at a hi.' .. dl prcmium, amI our mon':.)' 
market pant under a plethora of inc;llh and doubloons .. We 
do most earnestly hope that Provillcia] enterprise will 1,(, mllll·tl 
forthwith of this hamper and encurnbran .. ,", ,W e i~l n~ \yay 
object to a wholesome governmental superVISIOn ot railway 
tariffs, of tolls and charges. lIT c oiJject not to the l'e:"l'n:ltlUll 
of right to the public to take jl,,,s,-,,,illIl of any l"allroau, on 
certain specified and equitaL,lc conuitions; but lI"e r:n'o~,'st 
against restrictions. Let us have free trade and unllllllted 
profits. 

Thus much for our triple projcd. It consists of thr~c de
signs, all conducive to the same ol.jcct. The ~rst, bcmg a 
canal connecting the waters of tllC St. Lawrence wl~h the waters 
of Lake Champlain; the second, a railroad connectmg :l\Iontreal 
with Swanton and BurEnu·ton Boston and Xcw-York; thl' 
third, but second in import~nce' and equal in public ntility .w~th 
the canal, a railroad connecting the upper waters of the Smut 
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Lawrence with the waters of the Ottawa, and the waters of the 
Ottamt with .:'IIontreal. We have called it a triple project, be
cause although each feature in the triplet. may be entertained 
and acted upon independently, the combmatlOll of the th~ec 
will secure to this Province the following great and elldurmg 
advantages :-

It will o'i"e to our waters, to our canals, to our communica
tions, the transport of a vast amount of the freight traffic of the 
west, an amount which has been aptly called" the lion's share;" 

It will augment in 'proportion the tolls on our canals, and the 
revenues of the Provmce ; 

It will cheapen the cost of descending freight, and enable 
those ,,,ho bring down cheaply to take back cheaply, It will 
put e,;onomy in competition with speed, and will place the Ca
nadian canal on a fair footing of advantageous rivalry with the 
American railroad; 

At all poiIlt~ of contact in the Can:ulian territory, it will give 
increased intercours,:, and create increased wants, demands and 
consumption; 

It will transfer to om' raill'oads :, large proportion of the 
passage traffic from the United States to the west: 

It will afford a new outlot to the trade of the Ottawa; 

It will impart fresh vigor to tlutt trade by increasin@; its cer
tainty, amI giying to it a choice of markets; 

It will make l\1ontreal a thoroughfare and an emporium; a, 

thoroughfare of commerce and comlllen·ial travel, and a depot 
capable of supplying all markets, at any notice and to any ex.
tent; 

It will secure to this metropoli:, cheap and well regulaterl 
supplies at all seasons; 

It will give a fresh and permanent impulse to the activity :wtl 
Buergy, tllC progress and prosperity of Canada. 

,Ve expect all this from the newly convened Parliament.
We. repeat our con "iction that the guarantee demanded, if 
applIed witll prudence and judgment, will ultimately prove to 
have been supcrrlou;, ,md unnecessary. It will have proved 
mo~t \',~luable a~ .a s?curity and an, in~ucem~nt, as inspiring the 
~apltalist, both lmhgenous and iOl'Clgn, mth confidence and 
'Courage. The Legislature may lend us its name without fear 
'Of d~shonoUl': We shall not f~i~ to. me?t these .engagements. 
It mIl have llldol'secl om ~Cr:lll'ltlCS, It WIll have nnparted cur-
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sIOn of real responslbllrty. But If fl'om unfur,'seen or unimagin
able obstacles, or from untoward or uneontrolablc circumstanc,'s, 
the Legislature should withhold the ,~uarant<'l', let us not 10'" 
heart or countenance. Let us not reb,; nor dcc;ist, nor re5t sa
tisfied with the indolent commentary" where is the' money to 
come from". The monev, assuredly, will not be found if it i" 
not sought; let us en,lL'~1 rOlli' to find it, 01', at the least, put 
ourselves in a position to employ it if it i~ to be found. Let us 
get from the Legislature all that it is compeknt or inclined to 
give. Let us get intelligent legislation, b"'I.',1 on broad and 
attractive principles. Hold out to the stockholder eyery in
ducement consistent with the public security. But while Par
liament " g'in's all it can", it will neyer do i')r us to play tll" 
voluptuous sluggard and" drcam the r,',t"'. The first railroad 
undertaken by the Bostonians encountered still greater difficul
ties and surmounted heavier llis,'oU!';)""'lllcnt. That same ra.il
road now returns a steady income of ~ight pC'r ('L'nt. 

"Aide toi et Dien (aidc)'(f," Let us (,(':1'8 fl'I)1ll calling 
upon Hercnles, and grapple "ith the cllllrli,ll ,~',"l. To COlll

plete works of the contempbted 1ll:1 ':Ilitlli 1" would unquestion
ably require a large expenditure of capit"l. Dnt the ":Ill"l is a, 
work which will most probably be assumed I,y tlli' l'ruyiw,'. 
The railroad between the St. L~L'HCllI'C. the Ott~lwa, and Mont
real, appeals strongly to the inkl'C',t awl common 5"US,' of the 
native capitalist. The return will I)c imillediat,., the expelllli
ture will spread over a number ,,1' ye"rs. It lil)lds out remark
able facilities for completion by sections, of which e"ch section 
as completed, will pay. The calls upon the stockholders will 
be graclu"ted Ly circumstances; they ,yill of no nccessity be 
heavy or hurried, and will in a great de,C';rC'e depend upon the 
apparent success of the undertaking, awl the increasing con
fidence of the public. 

From England we are taught to expect no assistance. IVe 
are told that her present engagements already exceed her 
means. Not so. For all rational and legitimate e~1gage1l1ents 
she has the necessary means, and means to sp<1re. She emer.ges 
from the fiery furnace, cleapsed of the dross of mad speculatIOn. 
Parties have suffered, but not the strength 01' the wealth of the 
nation. England has the means even now, and will soon have 
more to employ in prudent investment. Capital will accumu
late in despite of pressure or crisis or panic: it must find em
ployment. It will ever be attracted by fair promise amI a~e
qll~l,te security, and amid the late monetary mishaps of mankmd 



we see no particular reason to question the credit or despair of 
the prospects of Canadian enterprise. 

From Old Eno'land we turn, naturally enough, to New Eng
land. The abolition of difl'erential restrictions, the efJualization 
of duties in this colony, will gi \'e rise to new commercial re
lations with the manufacturing States of the Union. Distance 
and climate, freight and insurance, costs and charges considered, 
the manufactUl'cs and the machinery of Boston will cum pete ex
tensively in Canada with those of England. A new market is 
openell to "Yankee notiuns", and American ingenuity. All 
that i" wanted now is to render that market acccs~iLle Ly short, 
speelly, safe and cllC'ap communications, ways of traffic and 
modes of eonYe,rance which will at the same time: create~ and 
employ eapital. Can we for one moment douLt that those who 
have invested millions in opening up uevious comlllunieations 
v.ith visionary markets in the remote \\' e~t, wlto Ly slow Lut 
sure degrees han' realized these vision8, will neglect the field 
of enterprise pl'esented to thcm almost at their own doors. 
'Vill those who hne undel'takl'n the Ogdensburg HailroQ,d, a 
"Work of immense labour, immense expenditure, IJrofitless in 
itself, and useful alone as a link of communication, be so Llind 
to their u\yn int<!rl'sts as to refuse assistance to projects which 
are emphatically their own, "Which TIill make the road to Bos
ton not the mail route only, but the commercial highway to 
Europe, which ""ill enahle them to supply Montreal and its 
GO,OUO inhabitants, and the (lenso population of Canada, "With 
their manufactures and their illlports; TIhich will retnrn to them, 
at the sn.me tilllC', the produce of the Otta.wa a.nd of the vVest; 
and TIhich, in faet, to all the advantages contemplated by the 
Ogden,;burg Railroad, will combine many more, "With OTeater . . f to COllvemence, more concentl"atlOn, and ar less cost. 

In conclusion, and in apology, we again repeat, that we have 
ventured upon the observatiolls and sugge~tions contained in 
the foregoing pages in the earnest hope that Ollr eff,)rts, we will 
add :ven ou~' inaccuracies, may have the effect of attracting 
public attentIon to these matter, at once. If anythinO' is to be 
done to~~r~s the ,Promotion of these o?jects it is tg be done 
now. 1hlS IS the hme and th? opportumty; let it not escape 
us. Let us no longer palter WIth doubt:, al!d fears and misO'iv
ings. ~et us me?t and grapple with the difficulty, if any exist; 
determmed to Win the best or kno"W the "Worst, Provident of 
the present, hopeful for the future, resolute to lose nothing by 
our own apathy, and mindful ever, tlmt 

In the disproof of chance 
Lies the true proof of lllcn. 
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