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COURSE OF INSTRUCTICN.

The Course of Instruction comprises the following branches, viz. :—

The Greek and Latin Classics.

Mathematics, including Geometry, Algebra, Trigonometry, with their
applications to Meusuration of Surfaces and Solids, and to Navigation, Sut-
veying, &c.—Differential and Integral Calculus.

Natural Philosophy, including Mechanies, Hydrastatics, Preamatics, and
Optics.

Chemistry.

Astronomy.

Intellectual Philosoply.

Moral Philosophy, and the Evidences of Christianity.

Logic and Rhetoric.

The French Language.
A Morthly Lecture is deliverad, on subjects not included in the Course.

This Lecture is open to the public, at 2 small charge.
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Ancanyg anents Wall be e, us ~oon s practicatde, for metiuction in s
tory, Modern Longnages, Ghemistry in its relations to Azriculiore and the
Arts, and Natural 1 listory and Gealogy.

The Theological Departmunt embraces the Hebrew and Chaldee Lungnages.
Yiblical Criticisa and  Interpretation. Seriptural Thealogy, T clesiastical
Ilistory, and Ministerial and Pastoral Dutirs.

Candidates for matriculation 1t undergo a satisfactory cxamination in
Arithmetic, English Grammar and Comyposition, Geography {Ancient and
Modern), General Llistory, Algebra, as fur as Quadratic Equations, Practical
Ciemetry, Surveying or Jwavigution, practically considered, and the elements
ol Nutural Philosophy. They must be well acquainted with the Latin and
(Gireck Grammars, and be able to translate the .Fneid of Virgil, the Orations
of Cicoro, and any part of Jacobs’ Greek Reader. No candidate can be
.whinitted who has not completed his fifteenth year.

Purtial Courses.—Persons desirous of joining the Classes in any of iLe
Courses of Study, may do so, on paying the usual fues for those Courses. and
submitting, while so engaged, to the laws of the Institution ; and candidates
for the christian ministry who may be advised to omit the study of the Latin
and Greeli Languages, may enter the College for the purpose of obtaining an
English Theological Education, and join any of the Classcs, as aforesaid,
wuud on similar eonditions.

TERMS.
The charge for tuition is £6 per annum. For partial courses the charge
will be arranged by special agreement.
Board may be obtained of the Steward, at 8s. 6d. per week.
Roem-rent is fifteen shillings each ronm, per term.

The Reading Room is furnished with a useful selection of Periodicals and
Newspapers.

SCHOLARSHIPS.

The sum of £100 currency will found a Scholarship, which the donor and
his successors may present {rom time to time to any Student, duly qualified
according to the Laws of the College. The tuition fecs of such Student, in
the ordinary Courses of instruction, will be remitted while he holds the
Scholarship. Every such benefaction, if desired, may bear the donor’s name.

There are two Terms in cach year. The Fall Term commences September

1, and closes December 20. The Winter Term commences January 20, and
closes June 20. ,

Examinations are held Quarterly.
A Public Exhibition is held at the close of the Fall Term.
Tl Annuval Comrnenerment takes jdace in the month of June.



INAUGURAL ADDRESS.

[The tollowing nccount of the proceedings at the installation
of Dr. Craye, ax President of Acadia Collewe. on the 20th off
June, 1351, appeared in the Christian Messenger and Christian
Visitor :—

A Jarge assembly filled the College Hall on Friday morning,
the 20th. The proccedings commenced at cleven o’clock, when
the Rev. Theodore Harding took the Chair, and implored the
Divine blessing on the engagements of the duy. Vocal music
followed. The Rev. A. 8. Hunt then read the Resolution of the
Governors, passed in Scptember lust, inviting Dr. Cramgp to the
Presidency of the College, together with Dr. (s reply.  The
ceremony of installation yrocceded in the following manner :—

The President elect cntered the Iall, attired in College
costume, and was introduced to the Chairman by the Hon. J. W
Johnston, and the Rev. William Hall, of Windsor.

Mr. Johnston then addressed the Chair in the following words :

Mr. Chairman,—The honor of presenting to you, for installation,
the Rev. J. M. Cranmp, D. D., the President clect of Acadia Col-
lege, having devolved on my Reverend friend Mr. Iall, and myself,
we have great satisfaction in now fulfilling this duty.

I deem it unnecessary to comment upon the fitness of the Reverend
and learned gentleman for the office which hie is called upon this
day formally to assume.

The acknowledged talents of Dr. Cramp, and his well known
acquirements as a scholar and a theologian, attest the wisdom of the
appointment made by the Governors of Acadia College, and offer
the surest pledge that the interests of this Institution, whose welfare
lies so near our hearts, will be promoted by the selection they have
made. And, Sir, may we not accept it as a high augury of the
future prosperity of Acadia College, that her foundations having
been at the first laid by such wise master-builders as the Rev. Drs,
Crawley and Pryor, aud her earliest progress watched over, and led
towards maturity through unnumbered difficulties, under the foster-
ing care of men of their piety, talents, and attainments, the directing
and completing the superstructure should be committed to one so
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well entitled as the prescut President elect to be their successor,—
aow that her foundations have extended theraselves into our sister
Colonies, and the Baptist bodies of the three Provinces, like kindred
columns, support the edifice. From his talents, energy, and learning,
and the able assistance of his Reverend and learned Colleague,
Professor Chipman, whose devoted and effective labours in the cause
are so well appreciated, the friends of Acadia College may encour-
age the expectation of seeing their fondest hopes realised.

The venerable Chairinan followed ; he gave the right hand of
Fellowship to the President, cordially welcomning him to his new
office, and assured him, in his (the Chairman’s) peculiarly fervent
style, that the fijends of the College would give him their sym-
pathy and support, concluding by the expression of earnest desire
that” his LTabows woull be blessed to the advancement of the
spiritnal interests of many who would be placed under his care.
The Rev. W. Chipnun offered juayer, fnvoking the blessing of
God on the union which has jnst beenrecognized.  The President
then delivered an hungiral Aildress.

I rejoice that it is not necessary, on the present
occasion, and before this assembly, to plead on behalf
of learning. 1 stand in the midst of the friends of edu-
cation. Yo require no convineing argument or per-
suasive oratory on this subject. If there wereeverany
doubts in your minds, those Goubts have been long
since removed. The inspired saze has taught you that
“for the soul to he without knowledge it is not good,”
and that divine saying has been illustrated and con-
firmed by the experience of accumulated centuries.
Instructed by the records of past ages, and contemplat-
ing the human constitution in the light in which it is
presented to view by the best and holiest authors, you
regard the intellectual powers of man as capable of
high cultivation: you recognise also the duty of culti-
vating them, and of employing mind with all its
acquisitions, for worthy purposcs. You deem it of
great importance that man should become acquainted
with the works of God, and investigate the laws which
he has instituted in the kingdom of nature, both ani-
mate and inanimaie, - ond that he should know the
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history of his race, and be able to derive instructice:
and improvement from the productions which have
immortalized the wise men of auntiquity, and exerted a
powerful influence on successive gonesations.  Nor is
your conviction founded merely on a knowledge of the
fact that exquisite pleasure, accompanied by refinement
and elevation of character, is connected with the pur-
suit of learning. You have compared the course of
the educated and uneducated, nccupying similar spheres
of labour, and discharging similar duties,—and you
have not failed to observe the superior ease and cfii-
ciency with which the former fulfil their engagements,
and their readiness in adapting themselves to varying
circumstaunces, and in drawing fresh supplies from the
stores of wisdom. In less enlightened periods, when
knowledge was confined to the few, men of strong but
uncultured and undisciplined minds, often worked
their way to eminence, and obtained a high rank
among the world’'s benefactors; but in this age such
phenomena will be of rarer occurrence ; and even those
to whom 1 have now adverted, mindfu!l of their own
difficulties and struggles, are prompt to admit the
desirableness of liberal education, and zealous in pro-
moting plans for its advancement. Of this, we have
noble examples in these Provinces.

Spared, then, the necessity of advocating the claims
of our lustitution, as a seminary of learning, it is with
great satisfaction that I offer yon my hearty congratu-
lations on the sucecess which you have already achieved
in this glorious enterprize. This eslablishment is a
splendid manifestation of Baptist cnergy. You have
set your fellow countrymen an cxiunple of enlightened
liberality, and testified before the world the deep sense
which you entertain of the advantazes ol mental im-
provement.  Posterity will donbtless award the due
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meed of praisc, und bless the memory of the founders
of Acadia College.

| encourage the hope that you will persevere in this
great work with increasing vigour and zeal. Having
avowed your determination to sustain the object by
voluntary effort, you cannot but be aware that many
eyes are upon you, and that some are disposed to pro-
phesy failure and defeat. It will be for you to falsify
such predictions. Steadily upholding the Institution
by the punctual discharge of obligations already incur-
red, and responding to those calls for enlarged resources
which will not fail to claim your attention, you will be
prepared to show that when you entered on this under-
taking you fully counted the cost, and that you esti-
mate the benefits to be derived from it as far exceeding
in value the expense at which they may be acquired.
The “price of wisdom is above rubies,” and its
“revenue’ is better than ‘choice silver” or ‘fine

»
gold. ) .
A clear and comprehensive view of our present

position and prospects will enable us to discern the
path of duty. It is especially incumbent on us to bear
in mind that the age is remarkably progressive, and
that all institutions must keep pace with it, or sink in
public estimation. The range of study is extending
every year, as the boundaries of science expand, so that
the instructor finds it necessary to incorporate additional
branches in his course, and the student is compelled, if
he would avoid the reproach of ignorance, to spend
much time in making acquisitions for which there was
no demand in the days of his predecessors; while the
ancient standards of learning still retain, and must
continue to retain, their place and pre-eminence. The
endeavours made by the managers of various Institu-
Hons to seene a hettor adaptation to existing circum-
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stances, by modifications ol the cotivse of stady  will
vreate a powerful but wholesome rivalry. for which all
parties must be prepared.

To such considerations must be added the peculiar
ciuims of these provinces, now beginning to emerge
into activity and enterprise. Nova Scotia aud New
Brunswick are shaking themselves from the dust, and
rousing up the energies of their sons. They ask for
railroads—and “hey will assuredly have them. Their
agriculture is to be improved by science. Their mineral
wealth is to be profitably explored. Their ships will
sail in all waters. Their resources and capabilities,
not yet half developed, will be ascertained, and brought
into useful operation. Now, in otder to the accom-
plishment of these and other beneficial results, the talent
of the provinces must be sought out in every direction,
and carefully cuitivated. There will be abundant
=mployment for men of ability and skill, both in origi-
nating improvements and in directing the agencics by
which they may become available to the pnblic; and
if 'such men are treined in the provinees, patriotism
will inspire them with ardour, and their efforts will L
carried on with zeal which strangers would emulate in
vain. It is obvious, thercfore. that a solemn respon-
sibility rests on our Institutions of learning, and that
such arrangements as the exigencies of the times call
for must be provided. 'The supporters of this Collese.
it cannot be doubted, will duly consider these fucts and
expectations, ind act with ~haracteristic “largeness of
heart.”

I may be permitted to suggest that those on whom
God has bestowed wealth moy confer immense bene-
fits on society by investing a portion of their property
in the establishment of scholarships, or the creation of
perpetual endowments of such professorial chairs as

)
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they may be ched to favour. Moucy so appropri-
ated will hand down the donors’ names to future gene-
rations with deserved honour.

There are two other points to which it will be proper
to advert. Oue is, the importance of thoroughness. A
superficial acquaintance with any subject may be easily
and quickly acquired, and may excite the admiration
of persons who are apt to mistake appearances for reali-
ties and are therefore ill qualified to form a judgment;
but good scholarship is the result of patient assiduity.
The students of Acadia College, itis confidently hoped,
will carefully avoid the danger into which those are
liable to fall, who, in their desire to learn every thing,
learn nothing well. The combination of proficiency
in classics and mathematics with general knowledge
is manifestly desirable, though difficult to be attained ;
but if, for want of time, or on any other account, it
cannot be fully secured, it will obviously be the duty
of the professors so to direct the studies of those who
are placed under their care, that the reputation of the
Institution may be sustained, and the value of the de-
grees conferred in no respect deteriorated.

The second point to which 1 ask attention is the
importance of religious influence, pervading the whole
course of study, and sanctifying, so to speak, all the
arrangemenis. This College is open to all Denomina-
tions, no religious tests being imposed either on students
or professors ; nevertheless, we must claim the right of
aiming to imbue literature with the spirit of religion,
and of inculeating, from time to time, those principles
of our common Christianity and those moral lessons
which are admitted by all who wish to shun the re-
proach of infidelity. Habitual recognition of God
should distinguish every seat of learning, so that while
the din of controversy is never heard, and party con-
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tentions are unknown, all may be taught that *“ the fear
of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.” It has ien
well observed, that it is our educated young men who
will give the tone to society, and control the destiny of
the generation in which they live.” How desirable,
nay, even necessary, it is, that the education they re-
ceive, while truly liberal in its plans and provisions,
should be connected with that moral conservatism with-
out which the advantages of knowledge itself may prove
comparatively valueless !

This brings me to the consideration of the Theolo-
gical Department of this Institution. T trust it will not
be undervalued. Cheerfully acknowledging the in-
indebtedness of the Churches of these provinces to those
venerable servants of God, who, amid difficulties that
would have appalled most men, introduced evangelical
religion, in connection with the Baptist Denomination,
and laid the foundations, broad and deep, of a magnifi-
cent spiritual building, I am unquestionably warranted
in affirming that the ministry of the present day, to he
successful, must possess qualifications superadded to
those by which their fathers were distinguished, and
specially adapted to fit them for cxisting duties and
conflicts. The advancement of society requires a cor-
responding advancement in the standing of its religious
teachers. The discussions and controversics of the
present period cannot be successfully engaged in with-
out previous training, by which the student may gain
an acquaintance with the history of principles and
events, and acquire the habit of just discrimination.
A recent writer has said, that * Clerical ignorance is the
sure precursor of public corruption.”” Without affirm-
ing or denying the truth of the observation. in its full
meaning, I may remark, that as the influence of the
christian ministry on society is neeessarily powerfnl jt
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is of the utmost consequence that it should be salutary
—it must be intelligent as well as pious. Nor isit
sufficient that the minister is a generally well-instructed
man. He should be in advance of the people, and able
to guide their inquiries, and guard them against mis-
takes and errors. He should be prepared to expose the
sophistry of subtle reasoners, to defend the cause against
the attacks of the infidel; and to carry the war into the
encmy’s territory. For all this, a sound theological
education is necessary. The candidate for the sacred
office should have leisure to “ separate himself, that he
may seek and intermeddle with all wisdom;’ that he
may become well versed in the languages in which the
seriptures were written—acquire a knowledge of the
principles of biblical criticism, and of the laws of in-
terpretation—apply that knowledge in extended exe-
getical courses—obtain just views of scriptural theo-
logy—note accurately the development of religious
opinions—trace the history of the true church, and of
superstitions and heresies—forin a correct judgment
of the characters of those men of great mind whose
influence, whether for good orevil, has been felt in
successive ages—and, assigning their true causes to
events, as well as following them to their results, show
that he is accustomed to contemplate all things in the
light of christian philosophiy.

If these acquirements are desirable for all christian
ministers, much more are they for those of the Baptist
Denomination. We prefer a special plea for spiritual
religion. We protest against all usurpations of Christ’s
authority, and all intermeddling with his word. We
aii to prowote a revival of primitive christianity, di-
vested of the additions which have been made to it in
later ages.  We condemn us anti-christian, in spirit or
form, wany things which in other denominations are
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approved or permitted.  Inexpluiction and defence of
onr privciples we appeal to the testimony of seripture
and the records of history. 1t is manifest, that in order
to conduct that appeul sueeesstully we must be skilled
in the interpretation of the 1uspired volune, and the-
roughly acquainted with the oiluirs of the church in
general, and of our owu denomination in particular.
‘I'his preparation should be wbiained, to a considerable
extent, during the collegiate course,

T ask with confidence, on behalf of theological stu-
dents, for the cuvourazgerzeat and support which they
should naturally expect fromr the churches. During
the extended term of study which in most instances
will be allotted to them, they may need the piactical
sympathy of the brethren. luvingcevoted tueselves
to the work of the Lord, they should receive substantial
tokens oi approval, aud be enabled by the practical
solicitude of christian f{riendship, to prosecute their
inguiries without being subjected tv the perplexity and
annoyauce resulting from scanty resources. May I not
indulge the persuasion, that consciousness of the ad-
vantages to be derived from an educated ministry will
induce the churches, and especially the wealthy mem-
bers of them, to render liberal assistance in such cases?

Having placed before you, in this brief manner, the
principal suggestions which appeared to be called for
on the present occasion, I might here conclude. But
the vacant seat of one who from the beginning felt deep
interest in your enterprise, and who, as President of
your Education Society, ever manifested lively zeal for
the welfare of this Institution, reminds me of the duty
of paying tribute to his memory. In the death of the
revered Edward Manning the Baptist Denomination
in these Provinces has sustained a heavy loss. That
primitive christian man was justly dear to the churches.
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His vigorous jutellect, clear conceptions, sound judg-
ment, comprehensive grasp of truth, readiness of speech,
and forcible eloquence, combined with intelligent and
fervid picty, eminently qualified him for usefulness.
He was another Barnabas, “a good man, full of the
Holy Ghost and of faith,” and his labours, unusually
protracted, were blessed to multitudes, who will be his
‘““joy and crown of rcjoicing” in the day of the Lord.
While we render thaniks to God for the grace bestowed
wpon him, and for the advantages which this Institution
derived from his patronage and co-operation, we cannot
but deeply mourn the breach which has been made by
his removal. Nor can it be concealed {rom us that
there are others, in diflerent parts of the Province,
whose continuance with us is fast hastening to a close.
Even now it may be said of some that they are ‘ dres-
sed for the flight, and ready to be gone.” May the
mantle of love and zeal fall in every instance on a
worthy successor! And may the younger members of
our churches ever follow the examples of their patri-
archal predecessors, in their cordial advecacy and
support of our Educational Institutions !

Invited by the Governors of this College to assume
the Presidency, I have responded to the invitation, after
much reflection and prayer, and stand this day before
you in the official character which has been conferred
npon me. T undertake the office with a deep conviction
of the responsibilities which it involves. I should
shrink from those responsibilities, and from the trial
and anxiety which must unavoidably be encountered,
were it not for the assurance which I entertain that
in answering this call I have obeyed the voice of God,
on whose promises of aid his servants may confidently
rely when they walk in the path of duty. The cor-
diality with whicli the fuvitation was extended and the
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sratifying et of the nuon ot the ‘liul»li.s(:. m these
Provinces for this object, together with the noble sub-
scription raised for the purpose of liquidating the heavy
debt on the Institution, tend still further to encourage
and cheer me, showing that the interests of Acadia
College have a high place in the esteem of the Deuno-
mination with which it is especially identified, and that
they will not be suffered to fall into decay.

When I call to mind the persevering devotedness and
self-denial with which my predecessors pursued their
course, and the respect in which they are on that ac-
count deservedly held by the churches, I feel that I
enter upon the office under far different circumstances,
and that I cannot hope to reach the position to which
they have attained. Yet1 trust that by the manifesta-
tion of sincere and ardent desire for the prosperity of
the cause, and by diligent attention to the duties of the
station in which T am placed, I shall succeed in gaining
your confidence.

I have come, therefore, believing that my brethren
here will evince a generous sympathy, and heartily
co-operate with me in the good work. I have come,
expecting to find a chivalrous zeal for education, and
determined endeavour, on your parts, by judicious and
liberal arrangements, to establish and maintain a course
of instruction so appropriate and comprehensive that
the youth of the Provinces will feel the force of the
attraction, and seek to satisfy, within these walls, their
desire for knowledge. T shall not be disappointed.
You have ventured on a bold experiment, and you will
succeed. Resources will not be wanting. United as
one man in the prosecution of this undertaking, and
constantly invoking the blessing of Almighty God,
Acadia College is safe in your hands. E'sto perpetua—
is the fervent prayer of her sons!






INTRODUCTORY LECTURE,

ETC. ETC.

When any servant of God seeks to enter thechristian
ministry, he surrenders to the Saviour his mind, his
heart, his whole self, to be employed in the advance-
ment of the great cause, in whatever mauner the Lord
may direct; and he is prepared to follow such direction,
whether gathered from the leadings of Providence, or
from the teachings and precepts of Holy Writ.

Both Providence and Secripture set forth the great
importance of being well prepared for the discharge of
the dutics which those who ¢ desire the office of a
bishop” propose to undertake. The first teachers of
Christianity were endowed with supernatural qualifica-
tions, and needed not any human training; but that
special bestowment has long sinee ceased, and the
church of Christ is therefore bound to adopt measures,
harmonising with the spirit of the gospel, whereby a
supply of “able ministers of the New Testament’” may
be continually provided. Personal piety and aptness
to teach being first secured, (and for the want of these
no intellectual superiority can compensate,) it is obvi-
ously desirable in the highest degree that the candidate
for the sacred office should enjoy all the advantages
that education can confer. On this point, happily,
there s no controversy among us. We arc agreed in

>
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regarding it as oue of the elementary truths, or first
principles, which are admitted by common consent, and
universally held to be indisputable.

The Theological Department, as established in this
College, in harmony with these views, is designed to
embrace the following courses of instruction, which, it
will be observed, are especially, though not exclusively
adapted for those who have received collegiate training,
viz ;—the Hebrew and Chaldee languages—the history,
principles and laws of Biblical Criticism and Interpre-
tation—Scriptural Theology—Ministerial and Pastoral
Duties—and Ecclesiastical History. It would be easy
to show how important it is that the minister of the
gospel should be sufficiently instructed in all these re-
spects ; but as it is necessary on the present occasion to
confine myselt to one topic, ! shall devote this Lecture
to Ecclesiastical History,—a branch of study which is
too often much neglected, but which is preeminently
entitled to regard, in the cxisting state of religious affairs,
in both hemispheres.

The hisiory of religion is the record of what God has
revealed respecting himself, and his intentions and
arrangements in reference to his service, on the one
hand ; and on the other, of the manner in which man
has received the revelation, and conducted himself
iowards the divine government. The Old Testament
contains that history, for the period antecedent to the
coming of our Navicur. In the New Testament we
have the commencement of subsequent records.

The Gospels supply brief sketches of the life and
actions of the incarnate Son of God, closing with an
account of his death, resurrection, and ascension to
glory.  The establishment of the christian church, and
sotnc few facts, selected from its early history, as spe-
~inens of what was done, but not by any means foe-
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nishing a complete narrative, which canuot now be
obtained, are reported in the tract called ““ The Acts of
the Apostles.” In the Epistles we are more fully in-
structed in the design of the great events by which the
new manifestation of {iod was distinguished ; the eflects
of faith in the revelation are graphically described ; and
the duties arising out of the relutionship into which
a believer is brought, both with God and with his fellow-
believers, are enforced, with nailvciion and apostolic
authority.

In the New Testameunt, thereiore, we have Chris-
tianity presented to us in its native simplicity and glory.
It is the first chapter of the ccclesiastical history.  The
period which it comprises, together with nearly a cei-
tury beyond it, may be designated the wce of faith.
Christians received the divine testimony with grateful
joy, and yielded themselves unreservedly to its in-
fluence. It was the time when, as Milner the church
historian remarks, ** to believe, to suffer, and to love,
was the primitive taste.”

Then followed an aoe of dec/rision. There was a
craving after power—a veneral loss of spiritual fervour,
manifested by the importance attached to ritnal trifles
—and consequently, a melancholy state of unprepared-
ness for the storm of persecution which burst upon the
churches during the reign of Diocletian, and for the
deceitful and dangerous sunshine of imperial patronage
which succeeded, when Counstantine the Great avowed
himself the protector and friend of the church, and
became its virtual governor.

An age of wrangling came next. Professing chris-
tians quarrelled about phrases, and even syllables.
The homoousian anathematised the homoiousian, and
was himself anathematised in his turn. Insignifi-
cant differences divided chief friends. A man wa:
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“ made ann oflender for & word.” Iustead of bearing
with one another, in regard to diversities of expression
which did not affect the fundamental truths of the com-
mon salvation, a rigid verbal uniformity was required.
Separation was the only alternative, and thousands of
good men were made sectaricns against their wills.
Persecution was the fruit, the followers of the lowly
Jesus exhibiting the unseemly spectacle of contention
nuto death—* hateful, and hating one another.”

We need not lic surprised at learning that this pro-
duced an rze of dulness, and that ‘because iniquity
abounded, the love of many waxed cold.” A barren
formality overspread the community which assumed
to be the church—mental activity withered—unveal
apprehensions prevailed—and priestly power advanced
with giant strides. The darkness thickened fast, and
during a long night, the age of ignorance, supersiition,
and bondage, protracted through several centuries, and
reaching, with some exceptions, from the eighth to the
fifteenth, true christianity was for the most part under
an eclipse. The word of God was unknown to the
majority. Spiritnal religion was supplanted by childish
forms and dead works. 3Men were taught, not to think,
but to obey :—if they resisted, as many did, the terrors
of the Inquisition awaited them, or godless crusaders,
at the command of * Holy Church,” ravaged whole
countries, carrying desolation by fire and sword, and
gazing on the tortures of their hapless victims, as a
monkish historian affirms, “with the utmost joy.”” *

Yet during the latter part of this period there were
gleams and twinklings of light, and in some districts
the flame burned steadily all the while, and could not

.*w\'ee Sismondi’s ** History of the Crusades against the Albigenses in the
thirteenth Century.”
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be quenched. With the revival ol learning cime an
age of gradual aalening, characterised by cneray,
perseverance, and successful cilort.  Men of powerful
minds appeared, who grappled with the difficultics of
their position, and exerted a commanding influence on
society. The invention of the printing-press and the
revival of literature were the harbingers of a brighter
day, and ushered in the egeof (e Rofirmiition, with
its countless blessings and results—uvesults to be yet
more fully developed. Of the couflicts, suflerings, and
characteristic glories of that age, it is needless now to
speak :—they are known to you all ;—for whizk of you
is not familiar with the lives aud actions of Luther,
Melancthon, Zuingle, Tyndale, Ridley, Latimer,
Cranmer, Calvin, and other worthies, by whose valour
the monster evil of the day received a deadly wound,
which, though it has been slizhtly healed, will uiti-
mately end in death? 1t would be a arievous disaster
to truth and holiness, should the efforts of those who
took the lead in that glorious revolution ever come to
be generally disparaged.

After the Reformation came an wge of re-action and
acitation—the re-action, chiefly on the Continent of
Europe, where Romanism won back some lost ground,
and commenced a series of direct attacks on the Pro-
testant faith, carried on with all the cunning, tact, and
persevering zeal of Jesuitism, and aided, whenever
practicable, by the secular arm. At the same time, it
must be confessed, while the ecnergies of Romanism
revived, those of Protestantism declined ; the giants of
the sixteenth century were succeeded by a dwarfish
and feeble race, or, if that be considered too strong an
expression, by those who had ¢left their first love.”
There was, however, a brilliant excepton.  Ditleriug
greatly from the rc-action in Fiurope was the agitation
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i Great Britain. 'Phere, the Reformation was regarded
by a numerous body, and rightly regarded, not as an
issue, but nu instrument—uot as the end, but only as
the means io a higher end. The settlement of the
Anglican Church was viewed as a compromise to which
the lover of truth coul! not give his adhesion. [t was
an attempt to stereotype human thouzht and feeling,
and the Puritans refused to submit to it.  Their oppo-
sition lizhted up a flame which burned for more than
a century. penetrofed every part of the social system,
and proved a painful purifier. Despotism was con-
sumed by it, and constitutional government arose out of
the ashes. The foundations of religious freedom were
jaid, and indepeindent churches, owning no head but
Churist, sprung up in every direction. Nor must it be
forgotten that to the struggles of that age we owe the
peopling of New Lingland with a deeply religious race,
and, as a happy consequence, the settlemment of a large
portion of the Northh American Cuntinent by men of
Anglo-Suxon, or Auglo-Norman bleod, and the growing
up of a great nation. destined, in coujunction with the
parent State, to exercise a powerful influence over the
world, in all time to come.

An age of slumber supervened—briefindeed, yet long
enough to produce mischievous effects. It was a time
of spiritual lethargy. The peculiar doctrines of the
gospel were not denied, but they werc thrust into the
back-ground, or held in name only. Wide-spread
apathy prevailed—a general carclessness about religion,
threatening to engulph society in unbelief and profane-
ness. That catastrophe would have taken place, had
not God blessed the church with an age of revival.
Wesley and Whitefield, in the old world, and Brainerd,
President Edwards, and other excellent men in the
new, introduced a better order of things. 'The churches
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were toused from sleep. and awole waction,  Azgres
sion orice more characterised Chyistianity. "The sonls
of men at home were first cared for, and then it was
again confessed that © the field is the world.”  Foreign
missions were the fruits of this (nickening impulse ;—
by them the church has been blessed, and made a
blessing.

I come now to outr own times—in many respects the
most extraordinary since the commencemett of modern
civilization. This is pre-eminently the «oe of progress
—progress in knowledge, science. art, social improve-
ment, commercial enterprise—would that I could atlirm,
with equal truth and fulness of meaning, progress in
religion. As far asregards benevolent activity, and well-
directed zeal for human advancemscut. the description
holds good ; but in reference to the iuterior life, the
spiritual apprehension of the truth, the all-pervading
power of godliness, I fear that so favourable a verdict
cannot be given. Adverse influences are at work,
which will prove ruinous to thousands. In many
places an insatiable worldliness is the worn at the root
of piety. The revival of old rites (which, in a christian
sense, are novelties) is conducting 2reat numbers, in
one Protestant community, to superstition and idolatry,
while transcendentalism is hurrying others, of all per-
suasions, into hopeless unbelief. evertheless, wemay
confidently look for better things, seeing that we live
under the “ ministration of the Wpirit.”

This rough and hasty sketch will suffice to chow that
the history of the christian church involves transactions
of surpassingly glorious interest, and to convince every
impartial inquirer that the sty of that history not
only prescuts the advantages cornected with the study
of history in veneral, but is alse repleie with ustruetion
sfpeculiar valno. s speeial nses are now to be uoticed
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Betore 1 proceed, however, it may be proper to ol-
scrve, that by ceclesiastical history 1 do not so much
wean the history of the church, so called, or of any
church, in its outward forin, but of Christianity itself,
apart from all orzanizations ;—the history of what God
has doue by his gospel. in moulding and exalting indi-
vidua! character, and improving the world—and of the
trials, arizing fromn the perversity and opposition of
wnn. thvougie which his work has been carried on-
‘This history, I am now to show, is pregnant with uses
to the dilizent and thoughttul student.

[. It coNFIRMS SCRIPTURE.

This it dees in various ways.

What is the divine method of conversion 7 Qur Lord
answers the question;—* 1. if 1 be lifted up, will draw
all men unto me” (John 12. 23.21) And the Apostle
Paul says (1 Cor. 1. 23.), “ We preach Christ crucified,
unto the Jews a stumbling-block, and unto the Greeks
foolishness, but unto them which are called, both Jews
and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom
of God.””  Now, all ecclesiastical history testifies to this
truth. In every age success has sprung from the same
source, and from no other. Pretended conversions,
without it, were no conversions at all, as the results
abundantly proved, but only t‘ransfers from one to
another kind of superstition.

At the era of the Reformation, for instance, how
efficacious was the doctrine of the cross? How did it
speak to the very hearts of men! With what power
did the Reformers declare the great truth, that man is
Justified by faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, without
respect to his works, good works being rightly described
as the effects, not the causes, of justification!

Missionary experience also may be adduced. It is

sutlorm and deeisive. Talent, skill, and learning are



essential, in order that false systems way be exposed,
and subtle objections answered; but if the springs of
the heart are to be tonched—if the fetters ol sin are to
be broken, it must be by the doctrine of the cross.

Azain :—the persous who constituted the fivst chris-
tian churches ave described as possessing ¢ faith in the
Lord Jesus, and love to all the saints”  The accregnte
of these is the church which Josus loved. and of
which he said, ** On this rock will I buiid my church,
and the gates of heil shall not prevail agaiust it.”  His
word has been {fulfilled. e are perplexed and dis-
tressed, as we peruse the vecords of ecclesiastical his-
tory, by the continual mention of eirors, follies, and
lamentable failings ; yet there is never lack of proot that
the “ holy seed” was still in existence, enjoying the
presetice and blessing of the Saviour. Nay more:—let
it be granted that heresies aud corruptions abounded,
so that in some ages there was little cise to tell of—
these very tacts atford striking coniinnation of the truih
of holy writ. For if religion has been made to consist
in bodily service, harsh austeritics, and useless forms—
if men have been forbidden, on assumicid Loly pretexis,
to enter into tender relations, cstablished by God Lim-
sel{—if the church has been placed zlove the bible—
if tradition has superseded seripture—il the Levd's {ree-
men have become slaves to human masters—if < viny
wonders,” inflictitig indelible diszrace ou the systems
that invented them, have exciiod
dupes, and nurtured the infidelity of philesophers—all
this, lustead of being inconsistent with the picimises
of the heavenly book, has takeu place in cxact con-
formity with its predictions. Al was forciold by the
Apostles Paul and Peter; aui their propiiceies have
been accomplished, (See 2 Thuss. ji. 2--12; T Tim. v
1—3.: 2 T i, 1—7.: 2 Pet. ii. iii.)

+
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But the same word of the Lord gave the assurance
that there should continue to be a succession of wit-
nesses for the truth, testifving against these abomina-
tions. That also has been fulfilled. Novatian in the
third century— Vigilantius, bespattered with the filth of
Jerome's slander, iu the fourth—Jovinian, his worthy
contemporary—Claude of T'urin—the Paulicians—the
Waldenses and Albigenses, under varjous names, in
Italy, ¥rance. and Germany—Wiclif in the fourteenth
century—John Huss and Jerome of Prague in the
fifteenth—and the noble army of Reformers, numbers
of whom scaled the truth with their blood, in the six-
teenth—pleaded for Christ and godliness, and protested
against Rome, and all Romanising expedients. The
protest continues to be borne, and will so continue, till
Christianity shall resume her primitive garb and spirit,
and come forth, ““fair as the moon, clear as the sun,
and terrible as an army with banners.”

It might further be satisfactorily proved that in the
experience of the servants of God while delivering their
testimony, especially when under persecution, the
Saviour has in every age verified his gracious promise
—*Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the
world.”

II.—EccresiasTicaL History ILLusTRATES THE DIvINE
(OVERNIMENT.

The New 'Testament represents the Redcemer as
ever actively engaged for his church, guiding, govern-
ing, and controlling, and making all events subservient
to the highest interests. The truth of the representa-
tion has been continually illustrated.

Voices have not heen heard, nor visions seen—yet
from age to age there have been furnished unmistake-
able proofs of divine care, in preparing instruments for
the @nod work, and directing all their movements.
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The studious inquirer finds that his faith and hope are
daily confirmed, as he traces the steps ef the Lord, and
notes the manifestations of his wise gnidance. Llisha
succeeded to Flijah—Paul committed the cause to
Timothy—and the true apostolic succession, of ¢ faith-
ful men, able to teach others,” has been maintained till
the present time. It will never fail.

Equally clear have been the interpositions for deliver-
ance and aid. The angel has not visibly appeared, as
in the case of Peter, but the mercy has been as really
vouchsafed. Of the truth of this assertion it would be
easy to adduce proof, from the history of the Reforma-
tion, and of the Puritans and Nonconformists of Great
Britain.

So also, isastrous events, and transactions of ques-
tionable or even evil character, have been overruled for
good. The scattering of the disciples hastended to the
spread of the wospel. The Nestorians, expelled from
the Roman empire, carried the faith 1o the remotest
East. Learning was involuntarily imported into Eu-
rope by the crusaders. Lauther, held in durance at
Wartburg, translated the New Testament into his
native tongne, thns bestowing on his countrymen a
priceless boon. Henry the Eighth's freaks of tyranny
indirectly advanced the Reformation. 'The buying up
of Tyndale’s New Testament, by tiic agents of Tonstall,
bishop of Loudon, to burn and suppress it, furnished
the Reformer with nwuey, wherewith to bring out a
new and improved edition, aid enabled him to throw
the good seed broad-cast over England. The Non-
conformists, prevented from preaching, in the time of
Charles IL., instructed the people by the press, and
their works are now the joy and consolation of the
Charch.  Speaking of one of them, our own Banyan,
Lord Campbell (now Lord Chief Justice of the Court
of Queen’s Bench), says :—
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¢ Little o we know what is for our permanent
cood. Had Bunyan been discharzed, and allowed to
enjoy liberty, he no douht wounld have returned to his
trade, Gilling up his intervals of leisure with field
preacking; hisnawe would 1ot have survived his own
generation, and he could have doue little for the
religions improvemai of mankind. The rrison-doors
were shut upon lim for twelve vears. Being cut off
from the external world, he communed with his own
sonl: inspired by him who touched lsaial’s hallowed
lips withh fire, he composed the noblest of allegories,
the merit of which was first discovered by the lowly,
but which is now lauded by the most refined critics;
and has done more to awaken piety, and to enforce the
precepts of Christian morality, than all the sermons
that have been published by all the prelates of the
Anglican church.” *

And =z, in former times, God was accustomed to
hide himself, and by mysterious dispensations to try
the foith and patience of his people, that they might
learn to submit to his rightcous sovereignty, so it has
Locn under the new dispensation.  Christianity has
heen all but suppressed in Northern Africa, which was
once thickly studded with churches. The great
apostacy hiax covered the world with ignorance and
sonseless superstitions. fu pain, and other European
countries, where the true lizht once shone, it has been
extinzuished. Great numbers of the best men of the
church have been snatched from usefulness by what
we call premature death. These, and many other
events, will be explained when the history is com-
pleted.

1. —FccLestasTicar HISTORY EXHIBITS THE POWER OF
RELGION.

“If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature; old
things are passed away ; behold, all things are become

* Lives of the Lord Chief Justices.



(29)

new.”  The Lest illustration of these words is to be
found in the pages of the ecclesinstical liisierian, record-
ing well authenticated facts. as they have oceurred in
different countries and in 2ll aces. from the conversion
of the Apostle Paul to that of Africaner the Hottentot,
or the still more savage New ealanders. The words
of Lactantius are entirely to the point :—* Give me a
man passionate, foul-meuthed, without self-control ;
with a few words of God I will retnrn him gentle as a
lamb. Give me a man graspiug. avaricious, griping;
anon I will give him back to you liberal, and distributing
his wealth with ready hands.  Give me a man tearful of
pain and death ; anon he will contemn the cross and
the flames. Give me a man oi lust, an adulterer, a
debauchee; anon you shall sce him sober, chaste,
continent. Give me a man cruel, blood-thirsty : anon
that madness shall be changed into true clemeney. A
few precepts of God thus chanze the whole man; and
the old being put off, they restore him a new creature,
so that you would not know him to be the same.”
“We ought to obey (iod rather than men.” Sn
spake the Apostles.  Confessors and martyrs lave
adopted their words, and carried out the noble principle
whicli they express. with calm and joyviul decisiou.
In the early days of the gospel they did it in the
presence of the Pagan persecutors, hcedless of the
scourge, the axe, or the cross. They have done it in
modern times. Sustained by the truths and promises
of the Bible, they have patiently endnred imprison-
ment and starvation — have borne without flinch-
ing the horrors of the rack—and walked to the
stake in triumph, rather than forswear their con-
sciences, or deny the Lord. Nor are all the annals of
martyrdom yet written. Within our own recollection
dark deeds of vengeance have heen perpetrated by the
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enenves of rehgion, and mhuman tortures have been
inflicted, and cven life taken, in Jamaica and Mada-
aascar, (in which latter island a female tyrant still
carries on the persecution,) because the sufferers would
not desist from prayer nor forsake Christ. They
“endared, as seeing Him who is invisible;” and his
grace was “sufficient”’ in the hour of need.

And where shall we find such examples of self-
denying activity as the records of the church supply?
Who but christian men have ever been conteut to
brave all peril, to forego all comfort, and to pass
throngh all kinds of toil and Lardship, solely for the
advantage of their fellow-creatures, that they might
save their souls? Who but the servants of Jesus Christ
could meckly bear the taunts of the mocker, or labour
on, year after year, in the inidst of a “crooked and
perverse nation,” without the encouragement derived
{rom success, and cheered ouly by the hope of reward
and blessing? The history of missions, both ancient
and modern, abounds with exemplifications of the
power and cfficacy of true religion.

IV.—FEcoLesiasTicar HISTORY FURNISHES INSTRUCTIVE
VIEWS OF HUMAN CHARACTER.

All history serves that purpose to a great extent ; but
what I contend for is, that human character is pre-
sented to view, in religious records, in a mnch greater
variety of aspects, favourable and unfavourable, than
in those of a mercly secular kind, and that conse-
quently there can be no complete study of man if
ccclesiastical history be negleeted.

Would you contemplate man in his greatness? You
need not ¢o to the halls of legislation, the schools of
philosophy, the conrts of justice, or the battle-field of
the warrior ;—the humble believer who walks with
God, penetrated with his love, realizing the presence
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of the Saviour and union with him, and hving for
eternity, has a more sublime spirit than asimates ilmse
scenes, and cherishes nobler desigus.  "Think, too, of
the consecration of exalted talent to the study and
vindication of the divine government, or the devising
of plaus of enlarged benevolence for the advantage of
the race; and see the spiritual hero contending, though
single-baoded, for God’s truth, in defiance of this
world's power and authority, as Luther did at the Diet
of Worms. There—there, is true greatness.

Would you, on the other hand, contemplate man in his
littleness? Would you have samples of the mean, the
despicable, the weak-minded aud foolish? Iustances,
in lamentable alundance, are ready at hand. Sce
christian bishops cringing before royalty for pelf, and
“having men's persons in admiration because of advan-
tage”’—councils squabbling about words and sentences
—contentions among churches for the possession of dry
bones and dirty rags—Pope CGrevory the Great befool-
ing kings awul queens by sending them filings from the
pretended chains of the Apostles Paul and Deter, and
lauding their wondrous efficacy—bold warriors tremb-
ling at the sound of empty words, because they were
uttered by a priest; and, to come to modern times, see
James L. babbling nonsense before grave divines, and
prelates falling on their knees and protesting that he
spake by the Holy Spirit—while there, in cnlightened
Britain, and here, on this Continent, the wisest and
best of men then living were deluded into a Dbelief in
witcheraft, and tock part in many a scene which might
have been characterised as genuine comedy, but for the
mournful and trazical close.

Much more might be said under this head, but time
forbids. Ecclesiastical history places inau belore us in
all possible poiuts of view ; on the one hand, in the full
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extent of his intellectual capabilities, und the glory of
exalted goodness, glowing with love to God, and his
brethren—and on the other, as the victim of envy,
jeadousy. hatred and spite, inventing new annoyances
and modes of toriment, obtaining his ends by all kinds
of circumvention and fiaud, and prostituting noble
powers to purposes worthy of the devil and his angels.

V. Bccresiasticar HISTORY UN2LaSKS  ANTICHRISTIAN
AssiareTions.

Extravagant claims are put forth by several religious
communities, which are completely exploded by the
revelations of ecclesiastical history.

Some, holding that their organization is entirely
primitive and apostolic, nevertheless admit that for
certain minor arrangements which they have made in
worship and church government, no warrant or direc-
tion can be found in the sacred code: but they plead,
that the New Testament contains outlines and general
principles ouly, and that christian churches have pewer
to supplement the seeming deficiency. They must be
told, however, that even if the currcctucss of their
allegation be granted. it necessarily follows, il:at in so
far ax their doctrine and order agree with the New
Testwnent, and so far only. they are primitive and
apostolic; but that the additions they have made,
however proper and desirable they may be deered, are
not entitled to such designations, and eaunot ]w.tnlly
be imposed on others, as hin l.uf; on the consciciice, or
used as tests. They must also be reminded that if by
unrighteous impositions (l.cy comnel othiers to leave
them, they. and not the separatists, are gnitty of schism.

Others maintain that the proccedings of the church
during the first thice ceuturies, and up to the Nicene
Council, . D. 3235, are to Le xoundad as the natural
and anthorized .Lv(lopmem\ of apostelical tcaching,




(339
and that we are bhound o copy themn Now, besides
that this araument involves a surrender of the greay
Protestant principle, that the Nenptnre, and the Sepip-
ture only, 1s the role of faith and practice, itis manifest
to all who are acquainted with the facts of the case,
that it proves too much; for it would compel us to
accept, as apostolic, opinions, cercimonies. and church
legislation, differing irom and cven repugnant to the
New Testament, and clearly tending towards Rome.
This is the theory of the lluzhsh Tractarians, and
history unveils its deformity.

Again; the divine origin of episcopacy 1s firmly lLeld
by various bodies of professing christians, Protestant
and Roman Catholic, and so held that they will not
acknowledge the riziit of those who have not been
episcopally ordained to act as ministers ol the cospel.
Ecclesiastical liistory razes to the cround these high
pretensions, since it is perfectly de:nonsirable that the
primitive bishops, for some time after the days of the
Apostles, were simply pastors of churches, not lords
over other ministers, and had no power or right beyond
their own congregations. Such a thing as a discese
was then unknown. The pastors of our churches in
these provinces are bishops, in the New Testanent
sense; but the claims of modern prelites would not
have been recognised by the Apostles or their imme-
diate successors.

The Greek and Eastern Churches, and that of Rome,
have embodied in their ecclesiastical systems various
doctrines and rites which we search for in vain in the
inspired records. Nceverilicless, they assume apostol-
leity in these respects, on the eronnd that the peculi-
arities in question were adopled i the primitive ages
of the church.  We can prove the contrary. We iy

not he able. indeed. 10 nesieu the exaet date of every
A
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departire from the divine pattern, hecause corruption
advanced hy imperceptible dezrces : but we ean take our
stand at the Council of Nice, and show that then the
supremacy of the bishop of Bonme was not assnmed—
that saint-worship did not exist—that there were no
imaees i the churches—that the foree celibacy of the
priesthood was not enjoined—that purgatory had not
been discovered—that awricular confession was not
instituted—that transubstantiation had not been thought
nf—aund that a host of miuor opinions and observances
were as vet in the dim and distant futare, although the
oerms of many subsequent corruptions had begin to
appear, in perverse imitations of Pagan and Jewish
ceremonials.

VI. TiccrestasTicar, HISTORY EXPOSES SUNDRY EVILS
WHICH IT BEHOVES US CAREFULLY TO AVOID.

T can only mention some of the most prominent.

1. Departure from the word of God.

No lesson is more impressively taught by ecclesi-
astical history than this, that the bible, and the bible
only, must be regarded as the fountain of religious
truth.  Admit any collateral authority, or clothe with
power any church regulations or decisions, though they
may appear to be in themselves harmless, and you
have introduced the elements of a system which will
prove destructive to the plain christianity of the New
Testament. It has been uniformly found that when
human authority in religion has been acknowledged it
has gradually supplanted the divine law. *Ye have
made the commandment of God of none effect by your
tradition.”” The inference is, that we must take heed
lest we commut this great sin, and resolutely determine,
whatever may be the result, to receive nothing as
authoritative in religion for which o divine sanction
cannot be shown



2. Dpesfeet and partiol piety.

Erclesiastical history points out the tundency to ex-
treutes and oue-sidedness. At one time, all the rage is
for contemplation and solitaviness; at another, for
action, or painful performances. Verbal orthodoxy is
every thiug with some; morality, with others; and each
is apt to neglect the opposite.  One party rejects all
forms; another depends upon them. Now, it is man-
ifest that true relizion is the subniission of the heart to
God in Christ, evinced by love, obedience, and active
engagement in the divine service. in the positions we are
called to occupy. Whatever lowers Scripture in our
esteemn, diverts the mind from the =aviour, or induces
reliance ou self or man, and contentment with form, is
wrong, and fraught with peril. [Iu the history of the
church we are perpetually warned against these evils.

3. Uwwearranted power.

We cannot but observe that very many of the cor-
raptions which have overspread christianity have pro-
cecded from this source. The pollnted stream began
to flow at an early period. Christian pastors met to
consult and give advice; they soon learncd to demand
submission.  Opinious became decrees, and advices
were changed into laws. Tlen, the opinions were
imposed-—creeds were {ramed, and subscription to them
required—refusal to subscribe was deerncd o crime,
naturally and severely to be punished—and so, as one
says, ¢ the last article of the creed was the esiallish-
ment of an Inquisition.” When will the lessons con-
tained in Romans xiv. be learned and practised—But
why dost thou judge thy brother’ or why dost thou set
at naught thy brother? We shull all stand at the

“judgment seat of Christ.”— *Let cvery man be
fully persuaded in his own mind.””  We have studied
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the New "T'estament aud church history to little purpose
if we have not thereby been confirmed in the great
truth, that man is respousible to God only for his reli-
gion. My neighbour may hold grievous errors, and be
nnmersed in antichristian superstitions. The oflence
is not agaiust me, but against God. My duty is to
instruct and persuade. 1 have no power to restrain,
prevent, or punish. ‘Vengeance is mine, I will repay,
saith the Lord.” Every christian should cherish unmi-
tigated abhorrence of persecution in all its forms, from
the imposition of a shilling for an English church-rate,
or the deunial of religious equality to a brother who has
a darker skin than our own, to the atrocities of a
Spanish Auto da Fe.

4. Unholy alliances.

So we call the alliance of the Church with the State.
Unchristian in its orizin, it 1s ever corrupting in its
effects.  All history forces us to this conclusion. En-
riched ecclesiastics hecome at once proud and mean,
pampered and servile.  Religious freedom, o, always
suffers. 'I'he least evil is the taxation of other sects for
the support of the favoured one; persecution, direci or
indirect, is the ordinary consequence. But I need not
dwell on this theme, as we are here happily free from
the curse.

5. Lucharivnie judgements.

The sectarian spirii which is the fruit of the divisions
that have taken place in the church produces frequently
a narrowmindeduess, arainst which we should sedu-
lously wateh. It persuades us that piety is confined
within certain limits which cannot be overpassed.
The Roman Catholic stoutly maintains that out of his
church there is no salvation. The Protestant is slow
to believe in the piety of the Papist. The various
sects can scarcely think it possible that those who difler
from them cun be saved.
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With referenee to these views and teehnas, 0y
be ohserved. that there ave, unquestionably. tunda-
meuntal truths which cannot he denied with safety : but
it does not hecome us to decide that those traths are not
held by those who are also entangled in error or sednced
by superstition. An acquaintance with ceclesiastical
history will do much to rectify our opinions and teach
charitableness. Jerome. it is well knowy, was 1 great
relic-monger :—Auansiine held that it was right to
employ the sword in defence of the faith : —Ciregory the
Great was a firm belicver in purgatory ;—Bernard
adored the Virgin Mary:—Luther clave to the absur-
dity of consubstantiation:—talvin consented to the
burningz of Scrvetus :—while many ol tiie Puritans. and
some of the first Quakers, indulzed i nonstvons extia-
vaganees, nnd multitndes o others spent their Yives i
practices denomnced by the spirit of Christianity, thoneh
otherwise they gave cvidence that they realised jts
sanctifving eflects.  We ay deplore the mistakes off
such men: we may lecl assured that their piety would
have been far more pure and coinprehensive had their
faith been more scriptural: but we must take heed
Liow we refuse them a place among God's children, and
we must exercise in resard to all sneh cases the charity
and forbearance which we expect for ourselves,

VIL Eecresiastican Hisrony ENCOURAGES THE !NDULG-
ENCE OF JOVFI'L, HOPE.

When we thiuk of the divisious of Chnstians, and
the comparatively limited prozress of Christianity, we
are prone to vield to despoudency. A veview of thy
past will check that fecling, and revive onr hopes.

We see Christianity at first. feeble and unprotected
i a worldly poiut ol vicw, yet overcoming cvery diffi-
culty and procurinz for itsell a plice in the carth 1n
spite of all resistunce. We behold itx ~teady advanee
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—how jt survives the wreck of the Roman Empire—
how it subverts idolatry, Grecian, Roman, German,
and all other Enropean kinds—how it lives through the
dismal night of mental darkness and moral corruption,
and comes forth again, in its primitive purity and
splendour, to bless the nations—how it gathers strength
by converting to its own use and advancement the
wondrous discoveries and inventions of these times—
how manifestly its improving effects are discerned in
all Christian lands, in its influence on civilization,
social life, and government.

Then, we look whroad to heathen countries. Con-
verts, it is admitted, are but few in proportion to the
surrounding masses.  Butaloduinent has been effected
in the head quarters of nearly all the idolatries of the
world. In the translations of the Scriptures, the in-
struction of the young, and the general diffusion of
knowledge, a broad founlttion has been laid for the
future building. Christian institntions have been ex-
tensively planted, and produce everywhere salutary
cilects.  'The votaries of heathenism are corapriled 1o
confess that their superstitions ure tottering und ready
to fall. These are highly encouraging tokens.

We see Christians coming together, overleaping their
partition-walls, and resolving to combine for the ad-
vancement of the kingdom of the Saviour as far as
they conscientiously can without compromising prin-
ciples which thuy respectively hold dear. .ind we
rejoice to observe that the truths which bind them
together are those which have been held by godly men
of all names, in all ages; and in all lands.

Those truths wiil doubtless be everywhere spread
abroad. The time is coming when the bible will be
the book of all mankind. The gods of the earth will
be famished.  "The tumults of war will cease, and the
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wail of its widows and orphans will be Iieard no more.
Eniversal brotherhood will prevait.  Tle chureh will
be co-cxtensive with the world.  Our blessed 1ord and
Saviour will be loved. honoured, and obeyed in every
land, and the picty, devotedness, and union of his peo-
ple will present an ilustrious commcentary ou Lis last
prayer, and fumish rich materiads for the closing chap-
ters of the history of the chnrch.

I have thus endeavonred to show you the uses of
ecclesiastical history. it contirn

sermiture—ilusirates
the divine government—exhibits the power ol religion
—furnishes instructive views of human character—
unmasks antichristian assumptions—exposes sundry
evils which ought to be carctully avoided—and en-
courages the indulgence of joyiul hope. I trust that it
is now cvident to you all that a familiar acquaintance
with this branch of history is essential to the public
teacher of Christianity. I ay add, thatall Christians,
as they have opportunity, should seck to acquire this
knowledge. It is as interesting as it is instructive and
useful.

Ihave not thought it necessary on the present oc-
casion to advert to our denominational views. But I
cannot close without observing that in the course of
instruction with which this lecture is connected the
principles by which we are distinguished from other
Denominations will be clearly aud fully set forth, and
our history traced from the beginning, through the dark
ages, and dowu to our own times, as well in its leading
events as in the lives and actions of Daptist heroes.
Of these there is a goodly list. They have always
formed a powerful band in the great Christian army.
and taken a full share of service and suttering.  Fver
hlessed will be their imenory !
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In eonclusion, allow me to offer un observation o
two on the present aspeets of the cause of Goul.—The
conflicts of this age are of a very serions kind.  Prue
Christianity is sorcly besct.  Within her pale therc is
much listlessness:—the number of those who are
thoroughly awale to the necessities ol the times is but
small. The retrograde tendency to ceremonial religion
is producing, particularly in Great Britain, very mis-
chievous eilects.  Romanism also is exerting itself in
every direction to make inroads on Prolestant Churches,
and has entered into closc alliance with the worst
despotisms of Europe, for the purpose of putting down
free inquiry. Infidel philosophy labours to nmderiine
the authority of the word of Giod.  Undisguised Athe-
ism is extensively avowed on the European Contineut.
Truth is assailed on every hand.

Iu order to repel tuese assaunlts successfully, there
must be a concentration of Christian eneryy. Talent
and learuing of all kinds must be devoted to the eluci-
dation and exposition of truth, and talent so consecrated
must be fostered by the liberal encouragement of edu-
cational institutions. There must be also stern adher-
ence to the bible, strong fuuth, and fervent prayer.
Life in Christ must be better understood and realized,
and the power aund grace of the Holy Spirit more
practically regarded. The human must give place to
the divine. Man must be honoured less, and God more.

Let this holy policy be adopted, and success is sure.
Our difficulties are coufessedly many and great, but
they are by no means insurmountable. }s this an age
of freedom and light” Christianity is the religion of
freedom and light.  [s it the ace of science?  Christi-
anity harmonises with <eience.  Is it an age of hold
inguity 7 Chvistianity mvitee and  will r;‘pa\* anely
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inguiry.  The gospel ol the Saviowr embodies all the
elements of happiness and purity. By the blessing of
the Great God it will universally triumph. * Pivery val-
ley shall be exalted, and every mountain au:l hill shall
be made low: and the erooked shall be made straight,
and the rough places plain: and the elery of the l.ord
shall be revealed, aund all flesh shall see it together : for
the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it.”” Then will coine
the end, when the visious of propliesy shall be fulfilled,
and on the last page of the book of the Church men
will see inscribed, i letters of light and glory,—'I'ne
1.orp Gop ONNIPOTENT REIGNETH!™
¢ Blessed be the Lord (iod, the (icd of Isracl, whe
only doeth wondrous things; and bLlessed Le his glorious
name for cver: and let the whole carth Tie filled with
his glory.  Amen and Amen.”






APPENDIX.

HISTORY OF THE COLLEGE.

The Colleze was founded in the year IN35. The
tollowing passages are extracted from a statement pub-
lished by the Directors of the Nova Scotia Baptist
Fducation Society, in the yvear 1811

“Some years since, a number of individuals residing
in the colony of Nuva Scotia, viewing with deep cou-
cern the great want of sound and practical education
in that and the neighbouring Provinces, forined a
Society for the extension of education throughout the
Province, with special adaptation to the circustances
of the people, and to the future pursuits of their youth.
With this object in view they established an Institution
for affording instruction in the more advanced branclies
of learning at Horton, in the midst of the rural popu-
lation, and with charges so low that any class might
enjoy its benefits. This Seminary, aided by the con-
tributions of its friends, and a moderate zraut from the
Public Treasury, having succeeded beyond their most
sanguine hopes, and having excited a general and
growing interest on the subject of Bducation, it was
deemed necessary to establish a College or University
in addition to the Academy. Au application was
therefore made to the Provincial Legislature 10 obtain
a charter. In 1510 an Act was passed, grauting a
charter under the name of ‘ueen’s College.” which,
excepting a formal objection arising from the name
*Queen’s,” met the full approval of the Home Govern-
ment.  Accordingly, during the next sessiou of the
Legislature, the name having been changed 'to - Acadia
College,” the Royal assent was civen. and the charter
went iuto operation.”
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¢ Phese ustitndions, although inwediately under the
charee of the Nova Seotin Baptist Education Society,
are founded upou the most open aud liberal footing as
recards all other denominations of Christians, and both
the (olleae and the Academy have beeu supplied with
weachiers, students, aud puplls, trom all the more na-
merons Protestant persuasions.”

©Phese nfant Seminares, among the numerous
advaniuges of @ meral and iuteliectual nature which
they are calenlated to impart to the present and future
sotieratious. are now looked to by the Baptists in these
Fower Colonies, as the great means of raising up a
well cdieated winistry to meer the spiritual wants of
our people; which shall place them on an equal footing
with our bhrethren of every other denomiuation, aud
shaldl also foster the exalted desire already kindled, of
seiding lorth Misstonaries to couvert the heathen to
Giod, in which noble enterprise we are just now ern-
burking.  We trust that they will also operate as a
weans the most effectual in these provinces, of stem-
wing the toods of siiperstition and error that appear at
presceut to be gaining grouud n ditferent parts of Chris-
tendom, and thireatening to choke and subvert the
prineiples ol eternal truth coutained iu the revealed
word of God.”

< =inee the commencenient of these Institutions, the
uost vizorous etforts have been made to sustain thens,
not less thaw £5000 having been raised at various times
by voluntary contributions. towards erecting buildings
and defraying the current expenses of the establishment.
During the past eighteen months, at a period when the
seyevest pecuniary pressure ever known in these Pro-
vinces has existed, an additional Cullege building,
caleulated to cost about L2001 has been erected, and
18 now in the course ol completion, almost wholly by
the exertious of the rural population, upon the principle
of providing the whole cost of the work in free contri-
bt of materials and labour, and the produce of the
country, withoul woney.”

For the information of the friends ol the Collewe.
vopies of the Acts of the Provineial Legisluture, relerred
w iy the above statement, are here inscrted
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AN ACT TOR INCORPORATING THE TREUNTNDS OF
THE <QUENN'S COLLEGE” AT HORTON.
(Pussed the 27th day of Miuch, 1840)

Wherces, a nmnber off Persons ﬂsmciutenl themselves in this
Provinee. i the Year Cne Thousand 1 ilundred and Twenty-
eight, under the nune of the Nova Scota 1,.n st Bdneation Socie l\
(lll(l raised frote tine to tuac, by privite coutribution, large sumns ot
money, exceeding Fone Thousind Ponneds, which theey have expend-
ed in the purchase ot'a i and “Fenet of Tand, at TTorton, and the
erection of valunble and expensive Buildings thercon. and the
establishment and support of an Avwdemy there, and hive been aided
in their said undertaking by Legishitive Grants of Money: And
whereas they hove found it necessury and proper for carrving into
full effect their aforesaid usetul olject, to ostablish inaddition to the
said Acadenv, a Colleriate Institnrion, on the said eround and
Prenises, under the e of the Qneen’™ Collore, to be sapported
out of the tinls, contributivinz, and collections ol the suid Sorety,
which Colivere, Beine now i operition, with a faroe nanber of
Stndents, they live petiboned the sistntare for an et to incor-
pormie it Trustees, and extend ot Collegiate prvideves and
pecuniiry aid: And whereas the said Socioy s supported by o large
portion of the indibitants of this Province, end s, by preat exertions
and perseverance and by very lose pecnniary contributions, as
aforesald, ond the extublishiment of the said institutions, greatly
advanced the interest of Education in this Piovinee, and is therefore
crving of enconrazement s and the 1 Colleoiate Institution is
y to beof prblic benstit by affording tie 1ucens of Bducation
in the hioher hrenclies of Classienl

»al and Scientific Literature to the
Youth of the Country, on sound morvad, and 1ehoions principles, in a
maner suited to thelr weans and hubits, and thereby avouling the
danger of their leaviny the Provinee, to complete thew Mdoeation
abroad, and =0 beme mnineed to settle in Moccion Conntries

b Le it ted lr\' t'Jr Ficutehsut Governor, Council
and Asscmbly, That Janes Willlan Johoston, James Walter
Nutnine, Wil Chipman, Simon Fitch. Wilham Johuston, Edinund
Abbery Crawley, John Pryor, iticlou b Me e, ingren Bl Bl and
Charles Tupper, now beae the Bxeentive Cowmnatice of the said
Palicetion Sook iy, tocether 1 other prrsons, thot is to =y,
two persons to be nncd by His Fxeelleney the Liontenmi-Governor
of the Frov R ?n:uli‘L, awed two other ersons to be named
by Her Maj s Legizlatve Conned for the sawd Provinee, and twe
son= to be nuned by the Honse of Asscmbly, shall be
and Governos of the said Queen’s Cojleve,

2 Au be it further cravcied, Thit on vncane: wrenming in
the cizc ol the Persons muned by tos xeelleney the Lientenant-
Governor, sich vicaneies may, from time to tinwe, be sappled by
the Guvcrnor, Liaitemnnt-Covernor, or Comtsnder-in=Cluet for the
time beiny 1 wnd envacancies oecurrge in the case of the porsons
appoittid by Hee Majeatys Legishetive Counvtl, sucli viscancies way,
from tuue to tuac. be supplicd by the saad Counsil, for thie tinwe beng ¢

e
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and o vacancies ncenrring in the case of the persons appointed by
the House of Assembly. such vacancies may, from time to time,
be supplied by the Hans: of Assembly, for the time being.

3. And be it farther enacivd, Thut the members of the
Fxccutive Cownmittee of the said Nova Scotia Baptist Education
Society, from time to time, and at all times hereafter, provided
the same o not exceed twelve persons in number, and if at
any time they should exceed that number, then such persons
of the said Fxceutive Committee, not to exceed twelve, as may be
relected by the Directors of the said Society for such purpose, or in
the absence of such selection, and until such selection, the first
twelve of such Exceutive Committee for the time being, together with
six persons, to be appointed as aforesaid, or so many of them as may
be appointed from time to time, provided such appointments, or any
of them shall be made, but if such appointments shall not be made,
then the members uf the said Executive Committee, or in the case
aforesaid such twelve thereof] as aforesaid, shall be, from time to
time, and at all times, lierestier, forever, the Trustees and Governors
of the said College, any thing herein to the contrary in any wise
notwithstanding,

4. And be 1t further enacted, That for the better manage-
ment and regulation of the said College, and the more full and
complete executing the purposes of this Act, the said Trustees
and Governors herehy appointed by virtue hereof, together with the
Fellows of the said College from time to time to be appointed by
virtue hercof, shall be a Body Politic and Corporate, in Deed and
Nnme, and have succession forever, by the name of ¢ the Trustees,
Governors and Fellows, of the Queen’s College.” And by that
name, shall sue and be sued, implead and be unpleaded, in all Courts
and Places within the Provinee of Nova Scotia ; and they, or the
wajor part of them, shall have power to have and use a Common
Seal, to_be appointed hy themselves, and to make Bye Laws and
Ordinances for the regniation and general management of the said
College, and to asseinble torether, when and where and as often and
upon such notice, as to thein shall seem me:t for the execution of
the trust hereby reposed in them ; and shall also have full power and
enpacity to purchase, receive, take, hold and enjoy, for the use and
benefit of the said Cillese, und the purposes of this Act, as well
Goods and Chattles, as Lands, Tenements and Hereditaments, so as
such Lands, Tenements and Hereditaments, shall not exceed in
value Ten Thousand Pounds, any Law or Statute to the contrary,
notwithstanding.

5. And be it further enacted, That the said Collewe shall
consist of two or more Professors and Fellows, and twelve or more
Scholars, at such Salaries, and subject to such Provisions, Regu-
Iations, Limitations, Rules, Qualifcations and Restrictions, as shall
hereafter be appointed by the Statutes, Rules and Ordinances
of the said College, or by this Act, and who shall be elirrible and
removable in inanner us hereinafter mentioned; and that the said
College shall be decmed and taken to be, an University, with all and
every the nswal privileges of such lustitution, and that the Students
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m the said College shall have liberty and taenlty of takine the
Degrees of Bachelor, Mister and Doctor, in the soveral arts and
facuities at the appointed times, and shall have liberty within them-
selves, of performmg all Scholastic exercises, for the conferring of’
such Decrees, in such manner as shall be direeted by the Statutes,
Rules and  Ordinances ot the said Colleae: Provided always, that
the temporary vacaney of any of the suid Ofiice or Oflices of Pro-
fessor, Fellow. or Scholar shall not involve torfuiture of ull or any of
the Rights and Privileges granted by this Act.

6. And be it further enacted, That the 'Trustees and Governors of
the said College so appointed and Incorporated by this Act,
at any general meeting assembled, or the major part of them so
assembled shall, from tine to time, and as they shall think fit, make
and establish such Statutes, Rules and Ordiuances, for the Instruc-
tion, care and government of the Ntudents, aml for the care, and
preservation of the Books, IFwrniture and other Property belonging
to the said College as shall seem meet, and shail and may in like
manner nominate and appoint the Profexzors and Scholars of the said
College, and shall or may also appoint such Tutors, Oflicers and
Servants from time to time as the said Trostees and Governors or
the major part of them assembled as aforesaid, may think necessary,
and assign to them respectively out of the wonies contributed or to
be contributed to the support of the swd Calleve, or other the Funds
thereof, such Salarics and allowances as they zhall think fit: and
that it shall or may be lawful for the said Trustees and Governors, or
the major part of thern, in like manner to noinate a President of the
said College, whenever they shall think fit so to do, who, when so
nominated shall together with the Profi=zors, Fellows, and Neholars,
as aforesaid constitute the body of the said Collewe, with the privile-
ges aforesaid ; and that the said Trustees and Governors or the major
part of them shall and may in like manuer suspend and remove the
President, Professors, Tutors, Scholars, Oflicers and Scrvaats, or
any or either of them, for misbehaviour or neglect of duty.

7. And be it further enacted, That so long as any sum of Money
shall be paid out of the Provincial Treasury towards the support and
maintenance of the said College and Academy, the Governor,
Lieutenant Governor, or Commander-in-Chief, of the said Provinee
of Nova Scotia for the time being ay from time to time and at lux
pleasure enquire into the proceedinos of the said Trustees and
Governors and of the Clommittec at' the said Education Society, and
shall have power, if he see occasion, to call the =nid Tmstees and
Governors, and the said Colnomittee, before himselfand Her Majesty's
Council of the said Province : and if, after just inquiry and due proof
had, they shall find that any of the said Trustees and Governors, or
of the said Committee, have conducted the proceedings of the said
College or the said Education Society, in a manner inconsistent. with
this Act, or the professed objects of the said College or Society,
then, in that case, that the Governor, Licutenant-Governor or Com-
mander-in-Chief, with the advice of Iler Majesty’s Conncil, may
remove the Officers or Members so found offending, and may, on that
occasion, appoint in their place an equal number of new members.
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-, And be it turther enacted, That no Redivious Tests or subscrip-
3ions shall be vequired of the Profissors, Pelluws, Scholars, Graduates,
Students or Otficers of the said College ; but that all the privileges
and advantiges. thereof, sholl be open and free to all and every
Person and Persons whomsoover, withont regard to Religious
peesiasion  and that it shall and may be lawful for the Trostees and
Governors of the said Colloge, to sclect as Professors and  other
Peachers or Olficers, competent persons of any Relivious Persuasion
whatever, provided such Person or Persons shall be of moral and
religious character.

9. And be it further enacted, That this Act shall continue and be
in force for twelve years, and {romn thence to the end of the then
next session of the tieneral Assembly.

10. Provided always, and be it further enacted, That this Act
shall not come into operation or be of any force or eftet, until Her
Majesty’s assent shall be signified thereto.

AN ACT TO AMEND AN ACT FOR INCORPORATING
THE TRUSTEES OF TN «QUIENS COLLEGE’ AT
HORTON.

{Passed the 29th day of March, A.D. i~41.)

Whereas, by an Act, passed at the last Session of the Assembly,
in the third year of Her Majesty’s Reign, entitled, An Act for incor-
orating the Trustees of the (lueen's College, at 1lorton—the
rustees and Governors of a (‘allegiate Institution, established at
Horton, by the Baptist Nova Scotia Education Society, under the
name of the Queen’s College, were Incorporated under the name of
the Trustees, Governors, wud I'ellows of the Queen’s College ; And
whereas, the Right Ilonourable Her Majesty’s Principal Secretary
of State for the Colonies has been pleased, on behalf of Her Majesty.
to acquaint His Fxcelleney the Lieutenant-Governor of the Provinee,
by a despatch, of which a copy has been laid before the Legislative
Council and Assenbly that objections exist to the Litle of the
Queen’s Collece, by which the said Collegiate Institution is desig-
nated in the said Act; but that as the details of the said Act were
unexceptionable, it was retained to receive Her Majraty’s confirma-
tion, upon being amended in that respect; And whereas, the
Executive Committee of the said Society, being the Trustees of the
said Collegiate Iustitution, have petitioned the Legislature that an
Act might accordingly be passed for amending the said Act, by
changing the name of the said Institution, and that the said [nstitu-
tion might be called therein, Acadia Gollege:

1. Be it therelore enacted, by the Licutenant-Governor, Council
and Asseinbly, That the said Colfeoiate Institution shall be called
and known Ly the mame of Acadiu College, and not by the name of
the Queen’s College s and that the Trustees, Governors and Fellows
thereof, shall be called und known by the nune of the “Irustees,
Governors and Fellows of Acadia Colloge, and not by the name
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the Trustees, Governors and I'vllows of the Queen's College; and
the said Collegiate Iustitution shall be called and designated Acadl.x
College, in all” respects and as fully as if it had been so called in the
said Act, and the Trustees, Governors and Fellows thereof, had heen
therein Incorporated under the name of the Trustees, Governora an!
Folicws, of Acudin Colleve, anything in the said Act contained, to
the contrary in anywise notw xthsmuduw

The Rev. John Pryor, A AL, (how Dr., l’xwl) wis
appointed Professor of the Greek and Latin ¢lassies,
aud the Rev. 15, A. Crawley, A. AL, (uow L. ruwleyy

Professor of Morul Philosophy; fooie. aud Rhetorre
llmw centlemen entered on their res pmm'v oftices 1
the vear 1a30. 'Fhey were joincd i 1510 by Isaae

Chipman, Esq., &. M., as Professor of Aatiematios
and Natural Philosophy, which office Lie has continued
to hold till the present time.

The success of the College has fully justified the
expectations of its founders.  Ncarly one hundred yer-
sons who have enJoved its advantaces are now occup\'
ing various stations in suclety, i these provinees and
elqe\vhexe, with credit to thl,,nm[v«,s and usetulness to
others. Among them are twenty-two ministers of the
gospel, several gentlemen of the medical and legal
professions, and a considerable number of merchants,

In January, 1515, Dr. Crawley resigned his Protes-
sorship, having received an appointment as Professor
of Theology under the auspices, partly of the English
Baptist Missionary 5001ety, and partly of the Nova
Scotia Baptist Fiducation Society. Karly in the next
year he removed to Halifax. Dr. Pryor then became
President of the Institution. He left in June, 1850,
and became Pastor of the Baptist Church at Cam-
bridge, near Boston, U. 8. Dr. Cramp was invited to
succeed him, which invitation he accepted in the
spring of 1851.

For some years after its establishment the College
received aid from the Legislature, to the amount, first
of £444 per annum, aund afterwards of £250. It was
at length judged proper to abstain from any further
application for such aid, and to rely on the energies of
the people. The Baptist Convention of Nova Scotia,
New Bruuswick. and Prince Fdward Island having

i
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otfered to take the College under its charge, that change
was effected in 1830. The College was then trans-
ferred from the Nova Scotia Baptist Education Society
to the Baptist Convention; eighteen governors were
appointed; and it was resolved, *‘That at the expiration
of every three years six of the governors shall go out
of ofiice, subject, however, to re-election, and that an
appointment of six be then made to complete the Board;
—But that nothing in this resolution shall be held to
controul or abridge the power of this Convention at its
pleasure to remove any one or more of the governors
and appoint others in their stead as occasion may
make necessary.”

The transfer of the Colleze has been since legalised
by an Act of the Provincial Legislature, a copy of
which is subjoined.

AN ACT TO ALTER THE GOVERNMENT OF ACADIA
COLLEGE.

(Passed the 7th day of April, A. D, 1351.)

Be it enacted, by the Lieutenant Governor, Council, and Assembly,
as follows:

1. Henceforth the Trustees and Governors of Acadia College at
Horton, in this Province, shall be appointed by the Baptist Con-
vention of Nova Scotia, New Brunswick and Prince Edward Island,
agreeably to the Bye-Laws, Rules and Regulations of the Conven-
tion, the government of the College having been transferred to such
Convention by agreement between the Baptist Education Society,
and those interested in the support and management of the Col-
lege and the Convention.

2. The following persons, with the President of the College as an
ex-officio Meniber of the Board, who in virtue of such transfer of
authority were provisionally appointed Governors of Acadia College
by the Convention, at its annual meeting on the twenty-fourth day
of" September last, at Portland, in New Brunswick, shall be the
Trustees and Governors of the College for the period of their
appointment, in the place of the Trustees and Governors under
the existing law, that is to say:

The Reverend Ingraham 1. Bill, the Honorable James W.
Johnsten, the Reverend Willinn Burton, the Honorable W. B.
Kinnear, the Reverend Sauwel Robinson, Simon Fitch, M. D., the
Reverend ('harles Spurden, John V. Barss, the Reverend Edward
D. Very, Stewart Freeman, the Reverend Abraham S. Hunt, the
Reverend Isaac L. Chipman, Culeb R. Bill, William Stone, James
W. Nutting. James R. Fitch, M. D.. Nathan S. Demill, and Alex-
apider Me L Seely,
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3. The Trustees and Governors last mentioned, and all other
Trustees and Governors to be hereafter appointed by the Convention,
shall have the same title and designation, and have all the same
powers as they would have borne and had, if this Act had not been
passed and their appointment had been made under and in con-
formity with the Act passed in the third year of Her Majesty’s
Reign, entitled “ An Act for incorporating the Trustees of the
Queen’s College at Horton,” and the Act by which the Title of the
College was changed to “Acadia College.”

4. Nothing herein shall give to the Trustees and Governors
appointed or to be appointed by the Convention, any title to the
Real Estate or Buildings whereon the College is situated and
conducted ; but the Baptist Education Society shall continue to
retain their title to such Real Estate and Buildings, until the debts
and securities for which the Executive Committee, or any former
Member thereof, may be liable, shall be discharged, or the parties
relieved therefrom, on which event arrangements shall be made for
settling the title in a manner suited to promote the interest of both
the Academy established there under the Baptist Education Society,
and the College, on just principles.

5. The clause of the Act of Incorporation, limiting the duration
of the Act to twelve years. is repealed.

At the time of the transfer of the College, the Nova
Scotia Baptist Education Soceity was burdened with a
debt, amounting to upwards of £3000. It was deter-
mined to make a vigorous effort for its reduction,
which was so successful that the sum of L2000 was
subscribed within three months, the largest portion of
which has been alrcady paid. This was undoubtedly
a noble manifestation of enlightened benevolence.
There is a debt of £1000 now remaining, which is
secured by a mortgage on the premises.

The College is now dependent on the contributions
of its friends and the fees received for tuition. The
governors entertain a cheerful hope that they will be
liberally supported in their endeavours to sustain and
improve the Institution. They are particularly anxious,
in the first place, to appoint a Classical Professor, in
order that the President may be able to devote more
time and attention to the Theological Department.
They are also desirous of establishing, as soon as prac-
ticable, Professorships of History, Modern Languages,
Chemistry as applied to Agriculture and the Arts, and
Natuaral History and Geology.
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it will be observed that Acadia College is open to
students of all religious persuasions, and that there are
no tests or other requirements restricting the enjoy-
ment of its benefits to any particular class. In the
the Theological Departient, intended for candidates
for the Christian ministry, the sentiments held by the
Baptist Denomination are necessarily taught and ex-
pounded ; but the Collegiate course, being exclusively
literary and scientific, is designed and adapted for all
who are desirous of obtaining a liberal education, on
comprehensive principles.

THE LIBRARY AND MUSEUDM.

The Library contains about 1300 volumes. One
half of the annual interest of a legacy of £1000,
bequeathed by the late William Dewolf, Esq., of Liv-
erpool, N. 8., is appropriated to the purchase of books,
agreeably to the will of the testator. The other half is
applied, in accordance with the testator’s directions, to
the assistance of theological students, while receiving
instruction in Acadia College. -

Standard works of reference, on all snbjects, are
much needed. Donations, both of books and money,
are earnestly solicited.

The Museum contains a valuable collection of mine-
rals and geological specimens, about 2000 in number,
together with many articles of antiquarian and general
interest. Contributions of every kind, especially -of
objects illustrative of Natural history, will be highly
acceptable.

The philosophical apparatus is also deposited in the
Museum. It is select and valuable. Important addi-
tions, however, are required, which will necessarily
involve considerable expense. The friends of science
are invited to render aid. :



