


~ .. -__ ---_' ___ ---,-' ' _____ , t~~ '~.' 
~ ------- ---.. --' -- ---:B: "-.-" ,c 
: 'u .~ . ',' : \;~~~~~~:{. .~~':::' . 

I~ FINANCES 'OF CANADA. 
I I 
i. It , r. 

":'\ t ' ' 
il 

·.14 
, I 
~. I 
~. I 

~ . 

----------, 

BUDGET 

BY't'BE 

-

HON. ':\ICHA.RD J. CART\Vhf,~HT, 
Mini8ter .j P.ri: 





THE FINANCES OF CANADA. 

]31-'--1)( t }1~T 
DELIYEHED IX 

THE HOUSE OF COMMONS OF CANADA, 

BY TIlE 

HON, RICHARD J. CARTWRIGHT. 

J[;I/istcr 0/ Final/t'''', 

------- --.-------

Hon. 311', CATITWrUCal'r, in moviug tIl!' 1£c'II'-(' intI' ('ommittce' of 

Supply, :-laid: 
MI', SPEAKER -In I'i-;ill'" to move tIll' l'l'~(dll(inll l am ahout to 

• ;::0 

plaee in your hamb, I may ~a.r, at tIll' oubel, that it wonlcl 1,(, both iclk 

and di:-lhC)ne~t on my part to attempt to c'ollce:t I from the lIOll "C than 

the circum:;tances UlHlel' whi('h we meot arc' "nc'lt a-; eive-I'rYe our \"c'IT 

gravest con:;icleration, It i-;, ullfOl'tllnately, ton true that we arc J1CIW 

pas8ing, awl have bCl'l1 passing for a Ill'l'i"d of sl.'H'l'al month", tht'ongh 
a commereial criI-Ji:-l of great an(l almost nnparalll'led :-I('Ycrity; and 

although I think that the statement made 11.1' Hi" EXI'l'IIc'llc'y, in his 
opening address to Padiament, that the cli"tl'e,.;,,,; in (lnl',.;tioJl wa" rather 

local and tipecial than general, and that the gl'ea t Imp;: /If onr people i:ltill 

continue to enjoy a condition of reasonable prosperity-although I ,.;ar, 
I think that statement ii:\ true, and admits of reasonable demonstration, 
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f'till I am 1I0t at all di:-:po~l"l to delly that there are cases of great 

hal'd:-;hip l'::d:-;till,!!,' ill thi:-; ci/ulltry, At the Hamc timc, I lJelieye I um 

.iu~titied in ~a,\"ill,!!,' that althong-h the particular 'Ti:-:i:-;, :w.d the particu­

lar 1',)('m which it !J:l"; :1,.;"llIlll"1. W,'I'l' lIot, and ('oulJ. noL ill the Vl'I'Y 

nature of tllill,:"::":, I'l' eaieuinted npon ill atlnlll(,c; ~till, a:-: the House j,.; 

aware 1 h:lYl' alway,.; ("lIlt,'nded, that a vcry ('I-'II~ideral,Jl' diminution 

in the illll'orh and ill the n'H'lIue dl'l'in,d therefc)/'m, mig'ht, notunrea­

"'III:l"ly h:I\I' hel'n e::'lll'i"ted, 'fhi..:, in thet, wa,.; fore";l'l'Il, and to :l 

l'OII"idel':dd,' extellt di";I'ollllted bel'n'l'h:\l\I!. Anl\ r think I shall I)!:' 

a L k to ,.;ho", t Iw ([on,.;e that tbere are eCl'taill importan t mitigatilJg 

eirclllll,.;talll"''';, ",llil'l! ,:"::0 fill' tl) l"eli,'n~ the apprehension which mallY 

"C'I'';()II'; han' II:lllll':llly cx\,)'('"'''''' :lI til<' ,.;tatl' of thing~ whieh at 

]ll'l':-:l' II 1 l'xi"I,.;, \Vithunt at all dl'"il'ill,!..( t" uncler-e,.;timate the gl':\\"ity 

,d' the ('lIlllllll'rl'ial ni"i,.; 1" which I han' rdi:'!Tl,d, I belieye, i'il', that 

th1"; C'Olllltl'y ha..; ":\I)('I'i"lwl'd otliel' alld lIlul'h gr:lYl'" eri,.;c',.; in its fillall­

('i:ll hi"t()I',\- thall Ihl'lIll,'tI!I'Oll:..::11 ",hie]1 we aloe no\\" l'a,.;sill,!..(, and that it 

has C'IlIl' 1';':"1"] fl'om them ,'oll1pal"atiYl'I.'" unhurt alld without "I'l'illll~ 

injury til it,.; 1'l'}lI'II.\ndi\',' l",\H'I'''. It lIIay appl'ar pararluxi"al 

til ,.;:ty "II; hut. in Illy .iWl!..(llll'lIt, the po,.;itil)ll of thi.; cuulltl'y 

to-day i" )"1':111.'" far I""" d:w!.!,I'I"lH"; than it \\"a:-; t\\"o 01' tlll'l'" 

yea!',., :I,!..(() , ,\lld r lIlake thi" a""l'I"tillll till' llll)j"e 1,"ilJtl'dl~- be":III,," 

I ~l'e that l'I'l'lai1l !.:tl'lil''':, I)"th ill Ihi" H"lI,;p alld out I)f it, are ill 

Ibll.:.("1' lit" t;tllill~ illl" all I'ITO]" wllich J dl'"irl' In ('''ITed ,"II far as in 1111' 

lie,.;, "\ f,'\\' ,"':11'" :1.:"::' I, :l" I 'Yl'l"yhlldy ill t hi" II III1";C know,;, many 

l.c]"sull"; were lJl'll"ayed illt" :til ulIdlle 1'()llridelll'l~ frolll sUl'po..;ing that 

the remarkal,\e expall"illll whit"h had then takl'n plac:e indicated an 

a]'",)lntl' "ld .... t:lIJt i:d pl"o:,,::l'l'~';, ~ow, I Ilen'l' ,\io,.,iI'l'll or intended to 

deny that t lint' \\'a ... lllllll·rlyill;':" th:tt expansioll a really great and 

:"::l'llllilll' ,!..(I'I)\Ylh ,,[, the eountry, But I tllok o(,('llsioll more than on('e 

to d"I'1:lI"I' that it wa" IllIt wi";I' (II 1.;(,.;(, our po1iey on the hypothesis of 

the I'l'l'lll:lIl\'IICe of till' expun,.;iull t" whieh I h:lye referred, At 

J)l'e,"l'llt, the I':N' i,.; exactly ol'l)()"i1l', In pl:we of undue '.'011-

ftdence, Wl' han' nndue alarm alld nndul' apprchl'll,.;ion; and a" mi,!..(ht 

huyc b('cil expected, wc fil1l1 that mallY "f tho,.,e yery persons from 

bein~ ()yl~r t"lInti,lellt, h:1\"e I'a..;..;('" tl) a state of what I may almost ('all 

cowardly alarm, On f()],lller Ill'I":l..;ion..; I dcpre('atl·d that over eonn­
flcll('l'-(lIot without :-:nffieielll I'ea,,"ll-a,; r think the House will 
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admit) and now I equally d"I)l'eea1e thl\ 1II\(II1e al')ll'l'hell~inll," whieh I 
pel'eciYe to exist, a~ I hope awl beliCH' withont slIttieicllt ,!..!,TIIIIIU\,"'. I 
think thi~ counu'Y willI", able to weather withollt p'~I'lIlalll'llt injllry the 

{'ommcl't'wl squall (the eOl1ulIel'eial tOl'nado if .Hm will), 1,\' 'whieh it 

i~ at 1'1"l'~l'lIt as~aibl; alld although J do !lot illtelld to ,',d::I',!.!;l' un this 

point at pl'e"l'llt. I hope 1,(,rlll'C the dCl.:lk eh,l'S J :-;hall I)e able to 
I'ho\\, SOllie I'l'a" mallIe gTollml for ent~l'taill ill!.!; t ha t opinion, 

Xow, )11'. ~I'l'a\..:l'I'. my first duty 011 the ]>I'(',,'nt I)('('a"iol\ is 10 
rcyil'w, a~ hl'idly as 1 eOllyenicntly ('an, the l',,~iti(jll of the 

,COUlltl'~' ill tIll' y,'al' whieh has just (,1,),,(,1\; alld that is of the 

mol'l' impol'talH'C', I'l~('an~e the l'e~mlts III' the yl'ar'~ ol)eratiolls 

ref}uil'e to 1)(, eal'efllll.\' cOllsiliered, ill yil'\\' "t' their \'eal'ing llot 

only 011 thc Ill'l'~l'llt ,')l'al' hut. also with 1't'!t'I'l'II"e tn ("'l'taill mat­

ters whieh "'TUlTCd in the !,a~t. If thu HOllse "'ill look at 
11)(' pul)lil' a('(""11lts whieh han' 1"'l'1I laid lIJ)()1I tltl' tal de, they will pel'­

('l'in' that the total ol'liinary I'l'Y('lIl1,' t()l' the Y(':tl' ,,'hi('h eJII~('d on the 

30th tit' .lUll(" 1 S':i. :unounto,i f!'olH all ~"lIl'('(" to 8~4,(i4~,71;j. and the 

ol'llina!''y ,'xjI"llflitul'c dUl'illg the' S;llll(' IIt'l'iot! (0 &~:;"V~,071, ll'aying a 
l)nlal}('l' oj' B~I:;5;(i-!4, They will ai,,, pl'I'l'l'i\'e fl'tl1l1 the tl'atie alltl 

nayigatinn l'l'iurn:-; that Whl'l'(':h the (otal illlportatillil ill the ycal' 
ending :;0111 .Tune, 1,"':,4, mlH)\lllt,'d to ::-;1~j".+04.lli!l, tIlt' total impol" 

tution dUl'ill,~ tlw ,\"('al' whidl lia'" ,ill'( ('I'N'I! olily allllllllltl'J tt) 

$ll!I.(il~·U;:i" :-howill,~' a dl'('!',':bC' in the iml'nl'ta(inlls of Ia:-;t ,\-l'al' ef 
S7,,~;j,iil~, TIH' ('x!,Ol't" dlll'ill,!..!,· 1",:,:;-1 :llllOIU!1('t\ to BS~I,:;;;I,!I~~, 

whilc fi,]' the ,n':lI' whieh Ii:l'" .iu~( (·Io,t'.j tlll'Y alll(lI111tl'd (0 S77,,-';,-';';.!)7!t, 

fiho\\'in!.!; atl('('l'C'a"e oj' $l1.-lcla.!I-!!), It lIIa,\' I", wcllto I'uint out that 

of that tlU"l'l':b(' of neady eleyell anti :1 hall' lIlilliolls, al)01lt Olll' milliOiI 

was tine (,' a diminution in tlle alllount tit' Illlllioll l'XIIt)rk'l. :llId :dlt)ut 

three and a half t.o :1 ,liminution ill t hl' l'xl'"l'tation "j' M'tI(H\:-; not. thl~ 

IJroc\uC'c of Canada, The total diminutioll ,d' imptll'ts and l'xl'"r('; 
amounted tllt'rl'ii'l't' ttllW I,',~ (11:111 Sl!t,:!."')O.-lIiO. Iwi II,~ :t tntal dl'l'l'C'a~e 

in the yulumo tI/'the tl'ade (If that ,n'al' of Y,'r.\' 11(':11'1". twenty millions of 

dollars as comparell with l~':;-!. );"\\', ,..il'. it lIla,\' Ill' well, perhaps, 
to eallihe attentioll tll'the Hllusc to tIle fad that ill till' l'('('c'ipts and 

expenditul'!'s for th,' pa"t yeaI' will Itt' J(lUlld :l ('lwtain numlJl'1' of cross 
('ntri,'s ",hidl s\\'(,11 the totals a litt'" 1I1"l'<' tllHll wonl,l tltlll'l'\\'ise lie 

thl' ('a"<', This willII(' elJicfly f)IN'I'\'(,d ill tIlt' ili1l'I'(',';(. colnmlll', anu the 
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cause of it was this :-As hon. gentlemen know, we were compelled 

to pay oft' a very considerable portion of the public debt maturing 

in London Oil the 1st of July, 1875, and to do so, we were obliged 

to keep a ('ollf.liderable amount of money lying there at interest. The­

l'C'eeipts and tii"IIIII':';l'llH'njs on this account may thol'.cfol'e he considered 

as aeeidelltal, and pl'ietieail,r ualalll'l' eHeh othor. )Iol'eunq', ill the pro­

(,C''';S of payillg' ott' the ~1'i.~ldol'ial Indemllity. up to the ht of January, 

1875,:t lal',~I'additioll:tlehargc was inflicted Oil tIlt' })l'(';-iellt ,\'eal', a:-; I find, 

for :-;ome l'ea"oll 01' (,( III' 1'. l'un t l'lll'y t() the n:.;nall'radi('(·, that the intorol't 

whil'h matun,d "II this flllld up to the tirst of July, ill:-;(l'ad of lll'ing 

charged, as ('u:-;tolllaI'Y ill IIlIJ"t I'a"":';, tl) the past yeaI', ha,.; hal)itually 

1)\'l'n l·hal'.~I'II to the ('IlI'1'Ollt y('al'. I may further o\l:';CITO that as 

explaiIlL'" at . ..,IlIlIl' iL'l1.L!;t h in the Budgl'l ~lll'l'l'lt uf 1:-:7,), a eOIl:.;illel'able 

proportiun "j' thl' l'I'I'I'ipt,.; fin'l.,-\j;j-j-! properly l'l'lollg'l'd til the Yl'al'''; 

l:-1j-1-j;), TUl'llilig to the :.;tatl'lIll'llt oj' re\'eipt,.;, the HIHl"1' will :';I'C that 

till',>' l'x('ocd the \':.;timates made ill 1,'-\j -1, with the ,.;illg'le ext'l'ption of 

rccl'ipts Oil ael'Ollllt of Ex('i:';l" thl~ diminution in whieh I'L':.;pel't has been 

fully acconntl'd ful' II,)" thl' ~l11til'ipatiolll)l' dutil'." whi('h took plal'l' under 

the .taritt' "I' that ,YL'al', I ulHlel':.;tand that :';Ollll' ,.;lig·ht dl:tlI.~I'S have becn 

mwle in tIll' mudl' uf keepill.!!,' the l'ailt'oad ael'onll!.", whieh willl·xplain 

in a ,L!;l'l'at llll'a,.;nl'l' tlll~ trifiill,!!,' ditfel'l'll('O bOtW('l'l1 tilt' o,.;timates I suu­

mittl'il amI thL' at'tllal l'I'l'l'ipl:-; ill thi..; I'a"l'. It lIIay Iwa" well, at the 

i'iame timl', (II 1,1'''l'l'\'e that tlli' l'i'I'l'iph j'II' Uu"tl)Ill:';, although in 

exccss of tlll~ l',.;t imatl's, d" Ilot fully l'\'lll'l''';l'nt thl' ";lIm 1'I'operly due 
fin' the ,Yl'al' 1:-\j-1-;), but thi:.; i,.; al,.;o call";l,d I,.)' the II)ll'ration of the 

tariff oj' l:-\j-L I will l'ttl'thcl' I,:tll thl' attl'lLtioll 01' the House to the 

cin:um"talll'l: that ill the al'I'flltll!"; oj' thi,.; Yl'al' all tlte eital'.L!;cs for l'tt'cct­

ing thl' loan (,t' 1"';,-1 an' plm·l·d under a :';l'pal'atl' Ill'adill,L!; quite apart 

from ill'lll,.; Ot' oJ'(iillary int'ollll' or l'xpcll(litlll'l'. Thl' 1'1':1"011 for separ­

atillg such itl'm,.; 1'1'1 '"I the ordinary ('()II:.;ulidated fund are too uuyious not 

to be ,.;ati,.;j'adOl'.)' t" most hon. gL'lltlemen si~ting in tltis House. There 

is anothl'r item til \vhieh attentiu11 ,.;houhl be direeted-the item of 

$121,700) put dU\\'l\ a" :t ehal',L!;e for the boundary survey between our 

territory aIllI thl' {Tllitl'" State,.;. I mentioned in the Budget Speeeh 

of 1875 that this partieular sum of money had been actually 

expended in 18,;:--1, and, also, that owing to a delay in the transmission 

of the vouchers on the part of the Imperial authorities, we were not 
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~ble to include it in the ordinal'Y di:';]I111':-;l'ment:-; of that ycm', This, 

then, although l'h:u'gl'd to l R7-!-5, I'cally and properly belonged to 

1873-.4. The la:-;t and mo:st important item to whil'h I dc"il'c to call 
the attention of the Hou:se i:-; the item on ac('ollnt oj' thl' ,'hancre ot 

o 
gauge, 'With )'o:-;ped to thi" ] am pl'l'fel'tly w"ll awal'l' that in many 

ca"C:-i the whole """t ha:-; ]'1.'1.'11 th:lI'ged to eapital a"""llIlt, and I am 

also aware that a ,~",)(I tical i:-; to he :-;aid flH' that 1'1':",ti("', ina"lllllth a:-i 

the l'hang,~ ,,1' gllll!!,'C i" a permanent impl'on'IHcnt whidl will never 

require to I'l' repeatl"!' and lIl:lIlY l'ailwa,r l'''llll'alli,''', wh('n it i" nec­

essa!','- to mak" the l'hall~l', ,10 hahitually ('ltar!!,',' it to ('apital account, 

takin,~, 11"""'\"'1', ill that l'a",', t1ll~ jI"",':wtion t" dl:tl'gl' a ('l'rtain por­

tinn of thl' alllOllllt (0 allllual illl'Pllll' till' ""Y,'ral \'('al'" to ('ome. 

Thel'e an' ol'\'ioll" rea""II" whY:"'1)('h a """I'",C i:-; lI"t ('xl'cdi"llt in OUl' 

('a:-;o, and thOI','I"I'(', at'IL'I' ,'"nt',q','1 ll'l' with my h,m" 1'I'iell<l ]I('"idc me, 

we licci,k''] tltal althnll,!!,"lt it wa'" a pcrman('llt and 1l,,'1'1l1 illll'l'OH'lIll'llt, 

:1dding lal'~,'ly to thl' effici,']]"y oj' tlw I"'ad" "till a'" i( \\'a" the t:ld that 

a certain pOl'tion oj' till' r()l\ill~ ,,(,wk wa" aetnally d",t I'o,\"l',l hy the 

()peration, "ill' L,·"t ,'''lIl'''t' wUllld IJl' to char~,' two-tllil'd,., to eapital 

al','"ullt and ,,",·,thil'd to inC'ol11l', 11Il! lI"t to makl' a fUI,tiler ,'hargo 

hercaftcr. \rith I'V"'l'l,,'t to tl,,' "ll('l'atioll ,~',ill~" "" oj' ,"IIIJ"titnting 

f;tl'l'l ti,r iroll raib.. that j"" I thillk, an item pl'ol'el'l,Y ,'Il:lI',~(':tl,Je t" illcome, 

.and i" ilil"II'j,. I to l'('lIlain ,;n dJal',~,'d, J am """w,,,lwt l'al'til'nl:ll'ill 

making thi" "tat,'IIH'lIt ]'l"':lllo;", <\" tIl(' 11,,11-',' know"" \\'" h'cl it inr'umlJent 

upon 11", ao; \\"t' a/'(' l'()Il1}lc·lled t" k(",1' !tntl, a C:1l'ital :11111 ordinary ac­

count, to Itl' \'l'I'Y :-;el'upnloll'" :1" t" what "'" allow 1,,:..:'() 10 ('al,ital ne­

,'OUlIt. X""" l()()kill,~ at~<.'I"'I';t1 l'l'",ult..;" I thild~ J am jll,.,tiril'd ill 

:-;ayin,!:!." tlwt tl,,' total 1'l'''lIlt til!' l,'-:7l-;') i:-., on till' "'hok, elllillcntly 

:-;ati,;f:Il'1()IT" Xotwith"tandill.!!," the \"'1')' I)('a\'y l'x(,l'l'tiolwl d,al'g'l's 

nboye llll'lIti'lJll'd we are al,le tn "h"w a g"'"1 balal""', amounting 

to 11carly 81,000,000, ami that too, in I'>l'ite oj' th<.' fad that a. 
vcry ton"iderahlc pl'oporti()l1 of tho ron'IIIl,' ",hii'll l'l'Operly 

belonged to that ycar waf; anticipated in the pr('ectlil1,~ ,\",'ar, This is 

of tho mOl'e iml'nl't:tll<'<.', ~II'. :-;],,'ak"I', Itl','au",c tlwn' \\'a..; a \'('1,), per­

('cptil,]e diminution in the total yolume of tll!' im]'ort" and "xports 

dm'illg that yellr. It may not II(' without intl'l'c"t to Illak" a tompul'ison 

between thl' total eXl'l'11l1itlln'" fiu' 1873-4 and lS'j-!-5. In 1873-4 

we expended a sum of $~;),:-nG,OOO in round numbcr:'! Of that, 
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amount payments for illtCl'C,;t and "lIbsidy, oyer which, as the House 

know~, w(' haye 1\0 ('ontl'ol, (,nl\"II Illed no Ie,;,; than $10,2;);),19/), leaYing 

the expenditure in the yea r l'lldin,!.!; 30th of June, 1,s74, at S l:::,()(jO,;)~O, In 
the' }l'ar 1,(;74-5 onr total expt'lll\itllre amounted to S2:-J, jl:J,Ojl; inter 

e,;L and "Ilh.;id,\', $11,1~4,7~4, while the eontrollable cxpenditure was 

$1~,;)~,-':,::4 7, I(-,llying a balanec in fayou!' uf 187--1-5, a,; cOlltra"ted with 

1873-4, Oil ih'lll" wllidl are within tht' ('()ntrol of U(I\'l'!'llllll'llt, of 

$472,17::' ,\lId if W(' :-;hould l'l'\'l'I'''U tbat entry of 8121.700 paid on 

ueeollllt of tilt' houndary "urn',\", to which I alluded, and plal'e it in 

thc }('ar in whidl that ('Xl'('lIditllr(' o('(,l1l'1'e<l, we would huYe a total 

bal:uw(-' oj' IIIIt k",; than S713,Ofl() ui' contrullable l'xpl'lIditure in Hn"our 

of 1:-:74-5, 

And JlOW, "ii', I ('OIlH' to \\'hat i" IJ!'ol-,ably a more interesting 

l)ortioll of tIll' I'rl'';l'lIt ,..t:ltl'I!lt'lit-yir." tu our l,uo.;itioll for the cur4 

rent ,n':l1". 1·--:7:-,-1;, Th(, Ilnl\o.;(, \I-ill llO <Jolll,t J'l'rn,jn' from the ,;tnte­

rnent ",hieh I had tbl' honollr to lay upon the tabJl. yesterday, that 

thert' Iwo.; Ll'l'lI a y('r~- "l'riou" diminutioll in OUl' total receipt..; fur the 

first :-;(',"el1 month:,> of thi,; ,Year, I find that up to the 10th of Febru­

ary, 1:--:,1;, our total 1'l'\'l'lIlH', frolJl all "()lln'l',, pml'c'rI.\- hvl()n.!2;:ng to 

the .'()I1,.."lidated fund, am()llIlt" t() S 1 ~.;·"jll.~7:-', a:-; :t,!2;ain,;t "illlilnr re­

ccipt. ... j"r tho c'"rl'l"'l'ondill.L!,' II\'J'iod \:t,;t Yl':ll' of S14,,'-\;,I;,Ul. being a 

ditft'J'l'IW(', a,; l1('al'ly a,; p(I""ihle, of ~~,OIH),OOO a,!2;aill,;t this year, and in 

f~l\"oUl' "j' la,;t, Xo\\', it j,.. (l'lite tl'lll' tll:tt a t'oIIlP:U'j"Oll ()i' th(N~ "eyen 

month,; ma,\" l'o,;"ibl,'- to a ('C']'tain extent (ll'l'ein' the Honse, and fo]' this 

rea,,"II: that the l'l'l'l'il'ti"i dming ti,e TIrst half of 1874-5 wero unusu­

ally l:lI·:.!;(', I l'l'lil'n' larger thall tIll' 11<111. )Iini,;h'l' of ('lI,..tO!ll'; at all 

cxpl'C'll'd :\11< 1 t Ill'rl'fol'l' til is fall i ilL!,' otl', :t I though \'('1'.\" illl poJ'tan t, i:-; not 

quite ao.; :-;igniTIeallt a,; mi,L!,'ht at TIr,;t ,;i.:.!;ht appeal', I intl'lIIll'd tn have 

laid npon till' tal,le of tlw lIoll. ... (· a cClllll'arative statl'Ill('lIt of' the ex­

port..; alld imp{)rt,; for the last six lllo111h,;, whil'h, by Pl'I'llli""i()Il, I will 
do now, amI haml t(1 the hon, memher for ('llmlJerlaml. From this 

statement it would appeal' that wh('l'l':t,;, in tIll' half year ended 31st 

Dccemlwr, 1~7 --1, wo impol'tC'(l and entered for con-
sumption 8{j~I,I;~l;~,!17~ of import,;; in the siX months 

which ('Ino.;l'd Oil till' :::1,;t I>l'l'l'Il1I,cr last, we only imported for 

consumption $51,923,2313, /Showing a decrea8e in these :-;ix months of 

very nearly S18,000,000. On the other hand we exported, during the 
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corresponding period of' 187-1, the quantity of S;):1,740,7~~I, and ulll'in~' 

the six month" of 11-175 we expol'tl,d $50,6~4,8-!5. Now, at ]lI'('-;\'nt, r 
will only :,;ay this with l'l""'i'l'('( to that ;;tatemellt, that alth"II.~h thl'l'l' 

haf; been a ,cry grcat and formillaldl' d('I'I'l'a;;l' in thL' im)l"d'; alld 

revenue tlL'l'i\'able th(TL't'l'OJll, the /Ioll;;L' will ;;I'C with ;;ati"t:wtioll I II;tI 

there h~s l'l'('1\ only a "mall dl'('l'\'a;;l' in thc' total yolull1L' (,f thl' ('xl'0!'t ... 

of thi" COHlltry, and that thatdl'('J'('a;;l' ha,; taken placl' ill only till' ;;ingle 

artidc of ,;awn hunl'('I', L'xl'''l'kd hi I Ill' Unill,d Nlatl'';, Xotwith­

standing, )11'. ~\,l·akl'r. it i,; quite true, that the l'(';;llit oft Ill' "latellll'llt I 

have laid on tIll' tahle i,; ttl ;;ho\\, that tlll' l',;tilllatl''; whidll IIlade for 

the CUl'n'llt,re;n'nul,;tll('('(',;,;al'ilyl,creyj"'l'd, and I do])"t aLall Ill-sire to 

con,ey to the 1£llll;;l' tIll' idea that I iCiI'L';;aw any ;;uc-h ('ommon'ial eata,;­

tl'ophc n .... that \\'llidl Ila" o\'l'rtakl'1l the 1"'llIltry. It i,; ol,yioll", if I haC. 

ilH'l'''CL'n it, I would ne\"('I' haye PI'l'';l'lItl'c! tIll' ostimatl',-; I thL'n ;;ubmitteu. 

I wa,; awa!'\' Cit' CClur,.c that cVl'lT C';;till1atl' mad(' l'i,~'lltL'l'lI IIH!lllh.-; in 

advancL' i" nCt'l',,-;al'ily ('XIICI,,('d t" the l'hall\'\';; ofbeillg rel\lll'l'l'd \\'Cll't1l\(o",; 

by ''0 III l' unexpectL'd ('alamity sueh al' ha~ "\'I'I't:;kl'll 11"'. XI'Yl'l'thL' I 1''''' 
I I'l,lien' that tlll""(' (,,,tilllatl''; Wl'l'l' ju,;tifh'd, ill:t"'lillll,h a" they were 

ba"l'c! partly Oil the l'XIH'l'iI'IH'l' ,d' tlH' t\\'11 or thn'(' ,\'l'a1'''' pI'I'I'L'dill!,(, 

and partl~' Oil OUI' l'rol,abll' L'xports :11111 illll'Ol'ts in ol'dill:tlT 

a\'el'a,~(' ~·('ar". "\" 1 l'l'IIl:tl'k('d at tIll' ('olllllll'n(,\'llwllt of III,\' "I"'l'\'h, I 
ha\'e mlll'l' than ,I]IIT pointl'd (lilt the d:l1l!-!.'('" of a lal'gl' diminution ot' 

tIll' volunll' o!'trade :llli\l'ClIJIIIl('I'I'l' of thl' [)C)lllillioll, I,ut nol 'll".\' could 

eXjwd tne, (II' anylll,dy e 1."(' , tu know what \'''pel'jal ,;hal'e that 

redul'tilill \\'oult! a""umCj whethel' it wuull\ I'l' m'ute Ul' l'hl'onic, 

whether it \\'I'nltl takl' the ;;hal'l' it lla" takl'll 01' whether it 

,vonld <li'('nl' III the ~hHpe of ,;ta~lIa(ioll fi)!' a ('ClII"idn:tI./(, period 

extendin,!,( on'l' sC'Yeral yea 1';;, until thl' natural growth I)f the 

COlllltr} had hI'Clllghl 1I~ up til thL' con,;ullll'tioll illi\il'ated 1,,\' till' 1'1'­

tum" for 1-';7:1, 1:-17-1, 1.-';';.-1. For thi;; \'l'ry l'('l1l:1l'k:" oil' d iJllili III ion ill the 

ainount Clf \JIll' import..;, thL'I'L' are t \\'1) main I'all"l''''' ()lIl' I'all ... \' i" the 

diminutiun of the volullle and (tltautit.r of artil'i1'1' illlpol't\',l. 'rhat 
:;tatemellt I have l'('l'lI Oil ;;'lIne lll'l'a;;iom; clilltl'adid\',\, Imt tlH' trade 

retHl'lIl', which] hold ill my hand, completl'ly WalTHnt llly a,;;;umption. 

But there ha,; l'l'l'I! another, and a somcwhat :':lillgulal' cau,,(', at work; 

and that is not;;1) much the uiminution of the volume of the;;l' artides 

as the rcmarkaLle shrinkuge of yainet; which has occurreu dw:ing the 
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last two yeal's, ~ ow, my hon, friend, the Minister of CuHtoms, at my 

reque~t addressed, some time ago, a series of circulars to lending merch­

ants in the principal ports with a view to obtain from them an estimate 

of the extent of this shrinkage in the more important articles which we 

import, and from that-although I will not weary the House with the 

detailed :-;tatement-I find that this shrinkage has been well nigh 

univer:-;al, I'lpreading oveL' almost every important article which we 

consume, and extending from 10 and 15 to 25, and in Home eases to 30 

or 35 pUI' ccnt. of the previous value of the articles, It Hceti hardly 

be said thiH was a very serious disturbing clement in <ttl calculations 

which eithcr he or I wcre able to make of the probable imports and 

revenue to he derived therefrom, ~ow, in proof of thL' statement 

which I madc, that a YlH'y lar~c proportion of the losl'l of revenue 
ari:-;es f,'om this shdnkage of value, I may state, that on examining a 

t'oTlll'al'ati\'c statemellt tiJl' the I'lix rllontil,.; endill~ Del'ClIlhcl' ;Hst, 1874, 

and the six months ending De('(~mber ;)bt, 1t->75, I find that it has 
taken place almo,.;t cx('\usively in one Ii,,!, 

specific dnty the total l'l'\'PII llC n'I'pin'" 

On tn,tides hearing a 

was $1,:J07,OOO for 

the :-;ix months of 1:-:73, as a,~aill,.;t S1.4~f;,OOIl in the IJl'L'l'l'(\ing half 
year, ,.;howint;a diminution ofSll!t,1I00 on that li,.;t. Oil what i,.; known 

as the :-;pecific- :Utd 11,/ r((/')/'Ull list eombilll,d the 1'('\'('nl1O ill the last six 

monthl'l I)f' ls,5 \\'a,.; S 1,;;07 ,000, as a),.!,'ai n~t $1,~7~, (tlllJ in thl' ]ll'('('l'( ling half 

year, ,,11()\\'ill,~ an illl'r'l'a,.;c in that department 1)1' 8:;0,000, '1'here was 

a small dl'('l'l':I-;(~ in the ~;) 1'('1' cI'nt. li,.;t, hilt when WI' ('onte to that 

large awl important li:-;t known a,.; till' 17~ ]lpr' l'l'llL (/1/ /l(ilO/'('/lI, we find 

in the la"t, half yca!' of 1:-:74 that \n' had a total importatioll of S:!8,-
771,000, when'a,; ill thL' l'Ol'l'(>,,;pollllin,g Iwr'inL! of 1~7j oU!' total impOl'­
tation olil,\' amonnte(l to Sls,H~,OOI), l)vill,~ a l'l'(iuetion on that Olle 

class of al,ti('k,.; al()ll(~ of 810,()()I),OIl0, awl that the ren'lIlW which we 

deriYc(1 ill 1874 fmm that SOlll'('l' amountl'" to 87),O;Q,OOO :t-; a~ainst 
$3,174,000 in 1S7;), In othel' \V(mb, almost the elltire I()-;~ under 

CURtoms revenue during the }Il'\:'('l,ding six months ha,.; a(Tl'ucd on the 

17! per cent. li~t, Those figures :1I'l~ v(,ry }'(>ll1arkaLle, '1'hny indicate 
that there was a ('ul!,.;idl'l'aldc and undue inflation; but it must be 

borne in mind, ill this particular' a:-; in tiome others, that what is bad' 

for the revenue is, on the whole, good for the ('ountry, The result of 

the figures which I ha~e tiubmitted appears to prove conclusively 
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that although the l'l'\'t'llUe of Call alia 1Ia,.; lo,.;t one or two ll1illioll~, the 

people of the Dominion h:lYe p;ailll'd mallY million", It pl'cln . ..; that. 

they have heen al.k to lilly a la)'.!.!'t' quantity of the~e .!.!;oo,b fi)r a less 

pl'iee than tlll'y pl'e\'iously 1,<),,1, allli that the ~Olllltl'y i,.;, in one foIenl'lO, 

largely the gainl'l' by thi:-; diminution of \'alllt''';, ThCl'c i,.;, of' eourse, 

a drawback to thi~, It has undollbtc,lIy l'ontl'ilmtt'd, (in l'onnection 

with other thing~) tl) add to the dqm',.;,.;i'1l1 Ihat has uYL·rtak~ll 
the manufacturing and l'ommel'l'ial illtVl'l·,.;t,.; of' the country. 

I am not di..;pn,.;t'd to undl'I')'ak that dt',·,'I, 11111 ~till I 1ll11,.;t call 

attention to the i:ld that a" U\l1' eXIII.rts Ila\',' not hccll appI'cl'iably 

dimini~he,1. ami a..; it appeal'''; that a \'t'I',\' I:tl'.~l' proportion of tlw dimi­

nution of our impo!·I,.; d'.t·."; llll! ari",' frolll allY dl·('n'a",· of ""II"lllllill!.!; 

power on thl' part oj' the I't·"plv,.t' ('allada, hut ,.;imply fI'(nn the l'il'l'um­

stance that tIH'Y get 1,l'tkI' i.:ll'.!.!;aill .... rill' thl'iI' III HII',\- than I.dlll·e, it i,.; on 

the whole all :tth'all1:i.!.!·,'. and 1I11( all ill.iIU'Y to th,~ p"<ll'k, ~()\\', it i..;, oj' 

couI',.;c. rather dittit'ldt to l· ... lilllatu millllh'ly what pal'tiellial' pnl'liun of' 

the )11";"; of l'l'\','lllle i ... dllt' tl. shl'illka~t' nt' \'alue, alld what I'IlI,tion 

to dimini,.;he,i ""n";llmption. I.llt am in~'liIH'(l to think if we 

could aC'('urately Ji,,;cl'iminah' I.d\\'l'l'n tlte t\\'11 c:l\l ... e". we would 

find thl' lar!.!;l'!' part. lit' till' )",,.; i,.; (Illu 111 ~hl'illk:l!.!;t" :ulIi !lilt 

diminution nf cIIIl,.;nmption, Thi,.; i,.; a matt,'I' whil·h i1 i . ..; inlj" .... .;ible 

for me 01' t"1' :llly otll\'I' FiJIan,·,· \iilli,.;ter 111 gU:lrd :l.!.!;:liII"t ill mh'alll'l', 

It Ill:ly Iw \\,elll.,·j"':·l·!.!'I.ill.!.!' t'1l1'1111'1' tn ,.tl',·1' a j"'\\"'.!"'·I'YatilllIS OIl the 

cause."; of the prc',ailillC!,' .['·IH·t" ..... illn whi~lt \\-,' :.~I d"plo/'(', I dll 1Iut 

think thel'l' will be tilllnd :tIlY!.!;I',·at 01 itt'l'I'l'!l(' I , lit' Ol'illillll :t" to what 

the ('a\\,.;(',.; :t1'I', althuugh I :llil illl'Ii1ll'd to Iwlic\'c tllt'/'\' will be :I wide 

din·r!.!;t·"C'(, a ... t,. tl.,· l'xtent to wlli('h tlll''y :--"\','I'all:, "111'I'al,', and the 

way tlwy ad ami l'l,:tl'h upon 1':I,,1t utheI', I think i1 111\\"1 I.t' almn­

dantly plain to :tIl.'"l'II".\" \\'1111 Ila..; wail-he, I till' ('xtl'a"~"!inal'y t";I':lll..;ill/i 

()f our l'illllllWi'('l', and al ... ,. of ))ank di""I.ll11b. <l1/l'ill!.!; tilt' pa,.;t 

few year . ..; that nIII' ('III\"illeI'alde ,·I'·IIl,'nt lit' tIl\' 1'/'1''''~llt ,1qH'tl."i,.;ion 

is due to the lat'!!'C' O\'l'l' illlPlll't:ltillll tllat Ila,.; tak"I\ pia,·,·, '''e find 
the imports elltl';',·, I Ii ./' l'III1"n III ptiun i IIC'I'C'a";l'11 :,,,; tiJllo\\"~:-From 

$87,000,000 in 1.''';,1, tl) ::;;l(),,fIll(),()OO in 1,"',~; :tnll :;l~"OOO,OOO ill 

1873; that then they l'emained ~tatillllal'Y tin' a .',·al', :lIld last 

year they fell to $119,OOO.()OO, \r e tind lllll'ing the ,.;a11l0 period 

that the bank di:-.~/)lllIb 1")'" fl'om SjU,OOi},OOO on the It,;t of 
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July 18G!), to ~Ii 1 ,lIoll,Ont) at tlIC sanw perio(l of 1870, '$79,000,000 

in 1871, $10~,Ol)(j,IIOO ill l:-;'j~, $llli,OOO,(JOO in 1Rn, $1:30,000,000 

in lS7-l, at "'hieh ],uillt tlil',v appear to hayt' ]'emained tolerably 

f';tation:u'.", It i,; ]II'I'j'l,ct1y {'lenl' 1'1'0111 tlll'';l' tigllJ'l''; that there "'a,;, to 

t-o:1Y tIl(' ka-.t, a n'IT ""II..;idl'l':dd(' I'i,;j.;: that manr of our importers 
" , 

Wl'rl' h()ldill,~ Y:,,,II," 1:II',~I'I' :-t"t'I;:,; tll:11I it wa" at all prudent for them 

to dn, allli that lhl'Il, alld :lftl'I' tbi..; 1'1''''''''':'': !tad ,~ulle 0)] {iH' some yea1','l, 

tltl'Y wcrt' ,..wldl'ld), ,'''lIft'''1J1l'd \"ith tIll' di"tllrj,:1111'(' in yalues to 

whiC'h r Ilan' alludl'd, 1 t i" TlO "'ondl'1' Y,'I'," ;-cl'iou,; di,.:tr(',;s was 

inflict"d on ;-()JIll' (,I' tlll"l' i'I'Ol'ie, 'l'lll'sl' ('an';l''; opel'ate in two ways. 

In the til',.:t pla(',' thl'I'C' w:t,; :1 Yl'I',\' I:tl',~'l' dq)rl'l'iation in yulue eaused 

by thl' ..;i III }Ill' t:H"1 oj'('a I'l'y i H!.!" .,'" I' th, '';1' -.1,)(, k" ft'om rem' to ,real', In the 

Sl'('oll,l I'la('(' tlll'it, ,alIH' \\,;1'; still fnrtltl'I'reduCed hy the }Jo"itiYe 

8hrink:I,~e al,{)"l' llll'ntiolll'd, TIIl'I',' ,'all 1,1' 11<1 ,loul,t a yerr large 

portiull lIt'tltc' distl'l'-''' ill "lIl1lnll'reial (ltlad!'I'-' i,; attrihutable to this 

('a 11-'(', Tlte ,..t'tolld ("all'" \\'hil'll lin, ()IIl'r:t1"d \"'1'," powerfully is the 

unfortnnak dl'I'I"'",;ioll \\'hil'h 11:1;- pl'pyailed i()}' sUIII(' y,-,a1''' in that 

great b]'andl "filJdu",tl'Y, tIll' 1Hml"'I' trade, Eyerybody who Itas puid 

allY attclltiolJ 10 ('11]' ordi11al'Y I'II:-lilll'';'; atl'ail''':, pal'tieularly in Ontario­

QUelll'" alit! Xl'\\' Brllll""'j('k, i,; awal'l' that thi,.. is perhal'';, the l:ll'gl'st sin 

gleinll'I'I'-.t ill tIll' ""lllill'," I'X('l'pttltl'a,~t'il'Hltnl'al. 'l'h('yal'l'abo aware 

that it. ~'iH''; "HI')"H'! :lIId ('IIIj,I",\'IIII'llt 10 ,;('n'l'al hUlldrl'd,; of thouf;unds 

ofpe0l'k :m(l 1'111' !I i;..1 Il',-' olll'-third of (JIll' l'xj)('l'h to fi)l'eign eountriesj 

andflll'tiJel'tltat, fl'om ti,l' /latlln' ofthe tl'ad" and the amount of money 

it pub in l'il'l'ulatiOJI, it i,; Olte of "I""'i:ti illll'ol'talll'l' to the eommereial 

ela:'N'''; of tltt' l'OIIlTl1l1l1il,"- It. i,.. llO-.,"'I'l'1 that thi,; illdw.;tr,)' has been 

for a ""II"itll'l'al,J" 1"'I'iod ill a "talt- of grl'at dl'l'l'l'",;i()lI, and I helieve, 

that it 'will I,l' j(lll1 1(1 that 110 illl'oll,;idl'r:t1>1l' part of that depl'et-ision 

re"llltl',1 from till' n:1',}' eOl1llllfJn ,'all'"'" that a numher of people 

without sufficil'lil t':q,itai and I'XIWI'It'II"I', (-.timulated 110 doubt 

by titt' fad tlo:ll IliallY of' my hOll, fril';l'b engagell ill this 

oC'cul'atioli Ilml Ilt'l'n "u}lIIt'''I,d to I", aeeumulating yery rapid 

fortnn,'-.) d,U";I' to l'II,~:t,~l' ill tl,,: Pl'Odlldioll of lnm],cl' in the face 

of a t:tllinl! mal'k('t. 'Thel1, "ir when thl' "Teat fall of l)l'ices took 
L' 'b 

plaeo in the l'nited ~t~11l'S two (H' thrl'e year,; ago, thercby eheapening, 

of eOllrst', the eo,;t of pl'oduC'tioll in that country, it became yery diffi. 
cult fi)I' onr lurul)l'J'llIl'JI to compote on l'Uil"'oTwblc terms with the 
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American lumbermen, partil'ularly :1"; "l·\'l·I·"III\..·\\' di"tl'i,·t" ha\'c latdy 
been thrown opon in that mal'kl'l. .\1111 (hi". I de"1ll (I) I'l' a"otl[('l 

and yery potent infiul'lIl'e indeed in l"·"dll,·ill.!.!; thl' I'l'(''''''111 del'l·e..;"ioll. 

There W;h I,(· ... idl'" all thi" that .!.!;l'llel'lllexlra\'a.!.!;alu·,· and '1\'l'l' "l'cl'ula­

tion, which lllit;,,·tunately alway..; fidlnw all." p\..·l'iod (If illtiatinlL (II' 

eH'n of !-!,'I'eat pl'n"pel'it,Y ('untilllle(l fill' ""'\'l'I'al ,\"·:11' ..... En·I'Y ow' 1.110\\' . ..; 

om' markd" are limited. E",·I'." (Jill' kll(lw,,; that 111\'['(' arl~ few manu. 

fh('turill~' intin..;(rie . ..; whieh "'ill all,,\\, 111'Il'e thall a cl·l·tain 11111111,,·1' of 

peopk· t,) ,·II.!.!;:t!.!;l· in them. awl 1 think, "il', 1I10 ... ! }ll'ol'k who ha,'c 

watclll·(1 th\..· ('ottr"'l' (If ],tt..;illl·""; in thi,.; "(i1l11tl')' will agl'l'e with Ill\' that 

during the la"t fL'''' ,\',·al'.'" a H'ry (·oll",id'·I·ald,· lllllltl),·l' oj' 11\'1''';011''; han' 

engaged in mallllt:wtul'ill!-!,' l,"tel'jll'i"'l·";. fi,l' ",110m th,)1'\' \\':1"; n·;:II." no 

1'(10111. awl, :I" \\':1" wdl ... aid (III a n'('l'nt (1\'(·a ... i"lL that III a I 1.\' oj' t lll'ill 

p0,.;,;l· ...... \·' \ lleitll\.·l' thl' 1,1':lill"; 11011' til(' mOlwy to III'illg theil' ellt"I'jll'i"'l'''; 

1(1 a ,.;11'·'·'· ... "t'lIl i"'''\I('. .\1101 alth,lj1.!.!;h 1 kll"w that Olll' I,a"k ... a" a l'ule 

ar(' wdl m:tll:l.!.!;e,l allli ""II";"IT:lti\'1' ill theil' III'H!.: of eal'l'.\'iIJ!.!; Oil 

lmsin(· ... ". and altl,ough 1 d"IL'L at all IIll'all t""':I), tll\'yal'" 1111(' whit 

W 01'" l' than th(·ir l'IIml'('l'I'''' ill thl~ l'nitl'd ~lal(" "1' (;I·,·:tt Bl'itaill. 

either, 1;)\' that nwttL'I'-"till 1 ,..:t.\' that \'al'llIlI'" Ilall:,ill.~' ill..;ti­

tntion,.; of tid ... (·"'llltl'.'" lta\'L' I"·,·,, Wit wlt"lh" t:lIdtl,'''.,,; III thi..; 

mattel'. 

ing I."; aWal'l' that I,allk". \\"lwlI thL'Y baYl' :W<:llllllllatcd 

large ,..llIn,.; of IlllIlll·,r. al'C' \,\'1',)" apt tli di-';"Ollllt lal'gely tl) 

111('11 ot' "'[";t\\'. Xutltillg tltl\\" d(, dill'''; ";ll,·11 t'("'lll\'"1 illjury to hankel 

a" en("JIll'a,!.!;ill.!.!; mh'l'ntlln'l'''; (Ij' tltat eia,.;,.; willi haYl' l'llt':I'",l illlo l'a..,1t 

~peculatil)n,,; alll[ I ([IIIl't Ite"itate til ,.;;t.\" that Il" illl"lll"idel'able pOl'tion 

of the exi..;till.!.!; .[\,·l"'<.·" ... i,,11 lia,.; :u'i";l'n t'I'IIIll thaI ,'all""', I I'qwat that I 
don't nll':ill tltat uur b:lIlkc; art! \\"111''''' than tlto,,\, ,,1' uthel' l'IIllntl'il'.-;; 1 
merely lIll'all til .... a.1' that it i,.; "Ill' ('all"',' II!' Illi..;"ltil·r l'lIlU III II I I t" all ),allk..; 
in all l·(,1 IIltl'i \..,,,,- ... 1 I fal' ;t ... 1 kllllw--tll.!.!;l'ant d i""'(l1I lit...; at "'lll'h tillll'''; tll"'IlI·1t 

person,.; IIlIkl'lIl"; ",itiel! IlO kg'itimall' "ntl'l'pl'i",' \\,(jllid warrant. 'l'1t"-';l', 

MI'. Sl',·;tl,(,)·, al'l"':l1' til I'l' tltl' l'llil'l' illtl'l'llal (·:Lll..;(· .... :'(1 fal' a ... I .l'an at 

present a,.;cui'tai II , which han' I,·d til th ... l'xi ... till~ ./"pl'e..;,.;jllil. But it 

mUiSt bl· J'emal'kL"I that 11111' dj,.;tl'l·";'; Ita" 1",,'11 (·IIII ... j,lural,ly aggravated 

by extel'lIal (·all.";,·"; on'I' ",ltil'll w,· had 1111 ..,III·t "j' l·'llltl'lIl. Tit,· IIIIl[,;e 

knowiS tlt:lt the pC'lIple of till' enited Stak-.; han' ],l'l'lI lall1ll1l'ill!.!; t"l' 
two or thrl'L' yean:! under IllII"t lInu";lIal "qll\· ...... i, HI. Thu HUll..;\, knowtl, 
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.lbo, that it is (plitt' i 1I1}1,,~sible fi)l' a small community like ourfl, placed 

~ls it is in the immediate yieinity of a gl'('at nation of forty-four 

millions of' people, borllering' on us fi)l' two or three thousand miles-the 

Honse J(JJI)\\"~, J ~ay, that it is (luite impossible that any long continued 

permanellt dl'l'l'l's..;ioll ('an exist in tIll' lTJlited ~tatl's without reacting 

ycry powerfully upon us. ". e know, !'iiI', that when the price of 

AmCl'j(-:l11 stapll's al'e high Olll's will be high also. "\Vhen labour is 
(leal' ill the r:-nited ~tat"s it will l,e dl'al' in ('allada-when eheap it 

will knll powl'l'fully tl' makl' it ('hcap in ('anada also. And it is no 

SOUI'l'l' oj' WOlJdl'j' that ,,'11l'1J the I"h! oj' l'rodnetinn becomes /;mall in 

the Pnitl'd ~tat'·,;, it should I','ad more or 11'''''; unfaYl)ul"Hbly on 

),l'I'SOlI"; (·II,!..::a:';I',f ill ... illlilal' malluf":tdlll'"S OIl this sid(·. I do not pur­

},O"'l' a1 this pn'sent lI)1)ment to elltel' fully into tlH' di""'u",,ion rai"l'd 

a,; to (':lIlada "l'i I I.!'!" a ... al'l'iti'·I' or "laughter market. But J mU!'it 

:Idmit ,'alldidly tll:ll J han' 11" 0I"111,t tllat tIl(' di..;tl'l· ... s of' 0111' mann­

fachu'I'I'" Ila..; 1'1'I'n :1:';!.!,Tanlt",1. t})I'Il.!!:h J will llI,t :-;a.,' to what 

{'xtl'nt, hy tlli" ('a 11,,(,. TIIl'II. ullfol'ttulakly fiJI" 11S, the 1'1'1'C'eding 

.'"(':11" W:b 0111' IIf .~'l'lll'l'al fin:u1l'ia] trouble thronghont tlte' world. I do 

lIot kllll'" a ""l1l1tr~' in EIJ],('I'I' that ha" not ~l1tt'(')'ed durill,:'; the year 

that ha" .in"t (·111 .... 1'.\. The'n' ":lll ],1' 110 g)'cater mistake than to sllppose 

that tll(' ('''1 II l11C'l'('ial d('pre.",sion was confine,l to XI'W York 01' ,'I'JIltJ'cal 

a]IIII(', Ey(,I'," 11111' wlto kllow" anything of'tlw g,'nl'I'al "ta(l' nf ('olllmerce 

('anlilit Imt kllow that ill 1"iIldoll. in B('rlin, in Vienna, in :JIo'';('''\\, and 

~t. Pet "I''''])]!I'.:'; tn 1I1,,,t. men haYI' "utt'l'J'(,d a11l1 :U'l' "utfl'rin,~ from R great 

and IOIJ:'; '·"lltilllll.·d "o11l1n"I'('ial distl'l1-.( and lll·pr(· ... si,))) i and this, no 

drmlil. did ]'(':lI't ("lIl"idl'l'aldy '1I1 thl' statu of thill.:';." here. It i" hardly 

wort It whill' to indld:';l' in allY 1l'IJ:.;thl·1I1·d pl,.,III:..; of faeh whieh I ;.uppose 

all ('lImmerl'ial 111('11 will adllJit. But if all,Y nJll~ d('"il'l''; further 

pl"I)llf I will J'(·f .. !" thl'111 to the I a 1l:';1lagl' of' ~il' f)tatronl ~I)dlll'l!te and 

Lord 1 )(,l'b.y, ]'1)1 h of whom han' warned the El1gli..;h people that they 

11111' ( 11,,1 ('x]1(" 'I a j'''l,d i tion, i IIdl'(·d, hard Iy a ('ontinuanl'l' of the remark­

:\bk (';{\':tll"i"ll which ("'II\: plal'\' in J~lIg1and, as well a" in thi" eountl'Y, 

dUl'iJI.:":: tIle y('al''' fl'OJIl 1·'-:70 til 187:3; and if we turn to the neigh­

]"lJll'ill;':" J:"l'llblic WI.' timl (;"Yl'I'lIor Tilden, l1i(' chief magistrate of 

the ;.:."1'(,:lt ~tat< "I :'\"\\, Y"J'k. in his me""agl' to the Legislature, 
speaking in tlJ(' fi)llo",'::,:,,:' term,,:-

"'. 
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"Few kinds of business have been reecntly ('arrio''' on at It protlt. Labour find,; 
scanty employment even at reduced wages; Incomes arc "',",spn,',1 or fail alto"ethpl" ' 
many investments have become wholly or partially IInreml1nerath',,; pro;crlv i: 
shrinking, losing for the timo Its circulatory ,'h" raet .'1', and hecomin~ 111\1\ va ilabl~ a, 
a resource to pay debt,~ 01' to ra he money . ., 

We1'o I inelined t" 1l1llitiply othl'l' pl'oof,. I llli.~ltt ti"d tlwill ill tilt' 

filet that many illll'OI't:lIJt ,,1:11'1.- adi,'I,', "I' 1':II,~'li,11 t'xpol't lla\'" dimiu. 

i"hcd ItI)lh in (Lllalily an,l "allll', :tlld that w,' 11:1\'" ,1.!.'('ltlll'IIIl'1l ill 

the IIon"e of (""I,~T"'" I'i,ill:':: awl I)l'Op"'il(~' I"',,>I!II iOlis \\'i:it tire "i('W 

of o\ltninin,1.!.' Ifltll'l' p!',l\l'dioll ii,l' Iltl' l:lIl~'lli"llill,~' iwl""tl'i", of till' 

Unite!l ~tak", l dll 1101 I'cli\'\'" it j" II""""":II'.\' fill' 1IIl' to d\\'l'lI "1'"11 

Ihi" theme nn," IOIl,l.!,'L'!', FI'IIII\ all til"'" t:[('I' tlli, l'I'''ItIt, if lit. IItlll'l', 

appcars tolcrably l':[iL'llt to 111,\- Illillll-if' "WI'l' Illl'll alld 1111.1',' ";'1,it:ti 

al'0 l'll~'a,l.!.'l',I in all,'- 11I1,illl''''' thall it kl.!,'itimatl'l.r rl''1l1il'l'''', tlll'I'" i­
)lOthin.:; mon' likely t)WII tlt:!1 YOll will !Ia\-,' di"tl','", :tl!lIIl1,~' the 1'1'11' 

tlllC'l'r"" and it dol''' IIt.t lIlattl'[' \\'1ll'tlH'[, .\'1'111' IlI:lI'kd III' tiltH' lIlillioll' 01' 

forty million", III' tillll'llIlIldl'l'd millill!I'" ,,\'('1' I'I'P'\IIl'lillll will al\\':1,"" pl'O­

dncc <Ii"tl'l'S":, :\ol'dlll'" it \'('I'Y mlll'lt lIlatkl', ti'I' tltat \.:tI,ti"!lI:It'l,nl'\.o"l' 
whcthol' fl'e,' t!'adl' "I' Pl't,kdiull i" tit,' 1,"lit,,\-, 

The1'l' IS Hnutlll'l' ILII\',ti"ll on whil·II J ,k"i!'l' [,. ,,:ty a word 

or t WI), It It:!" 1'l','11 a"kl,tI III thi" /L"n"'I', awl outsitk I Iii, 

Honsc, whdlJl'I', and 10 ",IIat ,':-;:((0111, tlti" (;o\"lH'llIlll'llt wel'l' 

I'l''''l'oll>il,k, !Cn' till' di,..tl'l'''''' wltil'1t WI' It:!\'" witll<',,,,,,"1, XIII\', it' 

this qll('stioll 1)(' a,kcd of me, I "llo!lld ",:1\- that Il"itlwr the 

prescnt nor the l"",,'(',liu~' (;II\'I..'I'l1Iill'nt \\'('1'(' tlin,(·tl," l'I,sl'''ll"ild,' ful' 

that inflation 0[' ful' the l'OII"""l!H'nl distn'", 'l'hat illtl:tlioll \\'(lId(1 

hayc taken plan' Whol'\'('r ,,:11 011 tho"\' belll'iw", ill my opillioll at Iva"t. 

Idollot \,dien'that ill:t fn',' ('''!lnt",\' it i" ill till' 1'11\\'('1' "fa ,~O\'l'l'!lllwnt. 

to I'e,;train thl'it' [lI'"P''' fl'olll l'lItiw'kill,!-:.' tiJltlisltly III' I'I,t'kll",,,ly ill 

improvident sl",,·!tlatill"";. .\\1,1 thild.;:, tin} ,1.!,'1I\'('I'IlIlWllt (':111 du is to 

warn, t,) ('anti"l). alltl til l':tl'd'ttlly ""..;traill its own "IJl'l'atiolls withill 
safe limits, and if it fail to do this thCll, ';11 far, Ilfls,,,ildy. :t g'tl\'l'1'tl, 

ment may bc intli1'cttly I'l'spon"ibk tin' inflatioll, \V)!t'I'I'\"'1' a ,I.!,'II\-I'!'II­

ment is found tl'catill,~ :t tl'mpOL':llT illflatioll :1-- ilHlil'atillg' a "table, 

enduring prospcL'ity. 01' CIl1l'l'illg into "II.~:tI.!,"'IJl('ltI" wltil'lt the ('onntl',r 
cannot possibly fldfll, nnll'"'' that inflation l'I"'t'IllI' ]ll'I'm:lIlCnt. thell in 
such a ca~c I can ngl'(,(' that the gO\'l'l'IlJlll'llt ~honld Iw Iwh\ dil'cetly 
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]'("1'1Il1:-ihll' .. \ml J leaye it with confldenec to the people of this 

<'<llIllt)"y ami to) 1110 llIl'lllbCJ':'i of tlds Huui-\e whether that is a fault 

"'hich (';\11 ]1I'oIWl'ly Ill' ('11:trg'('<\ to the jJl'esl'lIi Goyernmcnt. 

~ow, I }lro}J(I"l', 'II'. 8p(,;II;:el', tl) ('all the attention of the HoulSe 

to the estimates (It' the ('lll'l'l'lIt Y(':lI', l'O(:ently laid on the table, 

But betill'c I }ll·()('(·(~d til eld;I'/", it may be :I,.. well that I should 

I'ay a fl'w WOl'd" on <lIlt' ililJ)()]'talit fioat11 I'l' of the ,!..!,'c'l1Crai policy 

of the (;'I\Tel'll111l'IIt. The HO)l1"e i . .., :\\\,:lI'l' that whell we el1-

ten·el upon lillii'(' ,,'e j'I1Ind a \,(>I',Y Im'ge number of minor puh­

lie ,\YOI'];:";. of the I·b ... ..; ordinari I y (. ha I ',!..!,'e(1 to income, III C'OUI':';(, 

of ('()n:-tl'uetioIl (J)' :lI'l':tllgl'd for. I ..,tated at the time that it would be 

ill1po""illie 1,,1' us til make any l'etiU(·ti'lil in that item of expense for 

:-l'\'l'1':l1 Yl'al'''. I "tated a),·<) that J did lIot l'xl'l'd it would be pel'lna­

nellt. allli that a 1'C'(\udioll in that 1'l''';Pl'el was Olll' lit' the rC"Olll'ee~ 

upon whidJ I l'(·lied, ill thC' enmt "r :Illy tempnl'al',Y diminution of 

imporh. t() make ],oth ('nds ;1I1jll,,1 thl·II1..;(·ln·s. I think, sil', the IIon~l' 

will see, in I,,"kin,!!; at tlJ(' (·:-.tillla/(·,,;, that Wl' ha\'e Sll('('('edl'd in ('ar­

l'yin.!..!,' out onr poli(',\' with a n'I'Y 1"':I~(Jllaldc de!..!,'l·l·l' .. f al'l'lll'al'~T. 'VC'did 

not deem it wi:-l' t(1 "11"'1'('11<1 0]' il11l'l'I'lIlit any lit' those pnblic works to 

whil'h We' fill\llll till' (;"\'('I'IIII1('lIt "IJllIlllitk<1, fiJI' two I'ea~oll~. In the 

fll'st plal'('. WI' found t lIa 1 'I\\' i II.~· t II Ow lo\\' I'l'i('l' of In Lour and material, 

it was on thc whol,' :)lh-i~:"d(~ 10 11]'(1('('1'.] witll tIll' ('ompletioll of thn"" 

undertakill,!..!,'''; a" l'ady :I~ I' .. .., ... ihll'; awl Il<'ither my h"ll. friend OJr, 
Mar·kc·llzi(·) nol' ]])y~(·lf' tIH,n:,::hl it l':oqll'dil'nt in a time of ,!..!,'I'l':lt (ll'pn~s. 

:-oint I 111 dl'lay thl' jll'''.~'I'('''''; lit' ;IIIY .. r them (JI' t .. I'l':-.tl'il't onr,.;elyC's to 

1 IIIIS(' whieh were :dNIllltl'ly II(·(·,· ...... :II'.\". 'Ve kl1e,,' thl':-e works had to be 

('om1'lC'tOll :-;oonl'I' nl' lal('I', :llld lllat till',\' t .. 11:1(11)(' pai(] for, and our poli('Y 

\\'a~ tn ayail 0111' ... (·1\'(·-; ,d' tIl<' "III':lI'IIl'~:-' .. 1' 11le tillle~, and also, to a 

('('rtain extC'nt, to 1·l'liC'\"(· t!J,· di ... t 1'('",,,, ",hidl Wl', as wi'll as ('n'ryone else 

in thi" ('ount!')', Iilllst d(,,..il'l' tl) al !("'iatl' if I\'l' (·:In. It' the House wil 

do 111e the fnyo\ll' til tn]']) tilt III' (' ... 1 i 111;11<',,;. 1 hl'y ",i II find that we propose 

in tIll' }l1'<· ... (·llt ."1';11'. til :I"'/;: j,)], (·(·I·tain ad,litilJ]Jai I·;um,;, The first and 

most important or these i ... thl' :11110n111 lit' :0:;;) 13.000 additional interest 

on the public' <\('bt. 1'('111/('1'('1/ 11I·('(·..; ... al',)' 11'y the loan whieh I contl'aeted 

in London in the antml1ll of l:ht ."<:'111'. TIle "l'c(JIIIl item is a statutory 

()]w. :mrl i..; l'(·lld"I'l·d 11('1'('''''';11'.\' II." the (·I,(·:JtiOI1 of the Supreme Court. 

Thi~ ,,1111l l'mhl'al'V"; :11,' "al:ll'i.,- .,i' tIll' Jwl,,'l'S alld eertaiu other 
~ 
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incidental expenses. 'l'Ill' thil'd itcm l~ a n~I'y \'I)(lsidl'J'able :lUgmen­

tatioll ofthc expcnuitlll'l' t~)I' )10111ItO" PlJlit·l'. "Thil,· un (hat suLjoct 

I may say that it has Iwon jCl\llId tllat tllat fill't·(" although very 

efficient and valuahle, i" IIl·I·I' ...... al'i Iy Yt'I'Y l'xl'vlI"i,"'. It j" \'I' IT difficult 

to Pl'l)l'llI'l' ti)ot! alHll~'I':t:,!y :It the "Htp""'!' at ",hid, it is 1'la(·I·d, anti 

therefore We have f4/l111d iT l'l'lllli"ito to lak,' all ndditioltal YIIIl' un this 

occasion in OI·tlCI' (0 I." aide to 'lIpply thl'Tll ,,-ith 1 hf' :tl,tidl'~ tlll'y 

need. I lIlay i'urtlll'1' "Ialt· that tl,,· )lilli ... h·l· "I' .I\I,;ti,·" ilifill'llI" me 

that lit' hopI'S \\'itllill a Yl'al' 'H' t,,'o til I. l· ald(' I,. I'('dlll'l' that ontlar b'y 

establishing' fal'IllS ill the Il('i.!.!'ltl"'nl'ilo"d ut' t1rl~ !,'htS: :1I111 if tho,",o 

should lll'on' UllStlL·I·",,,fli! it i ..... tolL'r:tJdy 1'1'l'taili that "'," ",ill I,l' ablo to 

!'iCC-UI'e food allil ti.I':I.:';(' fi.1' the hol'sL''' at 11111('" j.., ... "(",I tlla" hithorto, 

from s('(tiL'l'S who lIlay Ill' ,'xl"'I,lt'd tn .~' .. illt,) titat " .. lllltl·,\' in 1'(lll"idl~l'­

able numbers, alld ,yhl, lly 111'1·kl'l·Ill'I· ,,-ill [,walt' ill thl' Ill'ighl,oUl'hood 

·of fin·titled }loiltt". '1'111'1'1' i" al"o a L'o\1"idl'l·ald,· itL'm (lj' ilJ('I'L'a~l' 

in the shape (If' all allloullt <It' ~I;::':!j'l f4)\' tn':lti,'" with 11Idiall:-:. It IS 

probably lll'l'dlv."" ji.1' lilt· tl) },(lillt <lILt to) till' 111111'1' that it, 

i:; a))slIlutely lil""'''''':II'Y that \\',' shoul,l '·"llI'iliat,· thl'"'' II'il",,, and 

obtain I"gal tit Ie til till' lallt! whil'!l 1111'.r at 1'1"· ... I·nt '"'I'lll'.r. XII doubt, 

the snIll total ,.lem:illded j',I' thl' Illdian \'0'" will al'l'l';II' "IIII,idl'l'able, 

but the Hon"l' will timl ill tIll' f'lltUI'O tltat it, i..; 1:11' I,· ... " ,·xpl'll.-<i"o to 

:-ettle with tll""l' 1'\,111.11' ill thi" \\,:Iy thall tl' \'11110111,)' "(""'r:t1 Illlndl'cd 
additional mounted tl""')Il'I'" I,. kecop thl' 111':11'" ill th(l-;(' 11·I'I'itl)l·il'';. 

These, I thillk. ('om},I'I'Ir('lld IIIl' I·hid· ""I'yi"l" ill ",hi,·" "',. "hall 

a~k fol' auditiollal \'11(1''', wil h tile "XI'l'l'tilill "f ""1I1l1' "lIlall illl'r":I"\' in 

the \'IAl' fol' },I'intill,!!,' ill ,·Ollll,·(·tinll willi 1.111' j,'·L.::i ... latnl'I·, alld ";01111' 

addition fol' the P""t (ltH,',· Del'al'tllll·111. wl.i,·1t 111.\' 111111. fl'il'llIl pir. 
Huntington) will explaill \\,IIL'II thl' l'"tilll:iI,' i" arrived at. ('''lllill,!.!,' 

now to thc othel' ~"id\· "t'tll(' :1"('O)lIlil, thl' HI/II"'I' will 1H'1"'l'in~ that ill 

Civil GO\'l'I'III1ll'llt \\'1,' ha\'l' df"I'kd :1 dl'I'j'I':I",' "" llrl' ,·"tilllatc fill' la"t 
year of S~j',:2j:;; "II that 1'01' Domillil/II l't/IiI'!' of SIO,tHl(); on 

Penitential'ie", S~!I,!I;;!I; Oil .hl", ,\.!.!,Ti'·lritlll·l·, alld Statistic,;, 

$156,680, (thi,;, thillk, Il\'in:.; ('iril'ti.\· ,·ollll'0s\·d (If somc 

charge in \'Ulllle<'1ioll with til(' Philad('ipllia (\'lIf1'llllial); on 

Immigration and QIl:1l'allliIW, :;;1!1:2,7GO, (pm·tly ill "'1I1"'("llll'IIt'(' I)f' not 

requiring any furthor loan foJ' the ;'111'11 nOli i t t~,.., :t Ild part Iy ill ('11\ I "l" t lIUIIU' 

ofsomc otlll·j· l'I.'du('(',J expullditlll'I" Wllil'" will 11(' ... ,"'11 fll. J'd~:ITi)lg to 
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the detail~,) III the impot'tant item of Militin, we have effected a 

reduetion of $:3f15,848, leaving S~14!I, Hi 1 as againRt $1,345,000 for the 

pl'e('cdin~ year. I am not about t .. cnlm'ge upon thal at thi~ moment, 

:1:- 1 am qnitc aware that I shall I::IH' plenty of other oppol'tnnitiC'i', 

Hon. ~rl'. )IITt'HEI,L-I ani glad Illy hOT!. rriellt\ has ado)Jtc,I 

the sn~,~·,'sti"l1 r m:HI" I:I-.t .,'cal'. 
lIm!. )[1', ('.\ HTWIn(; Il'l'-l alll ,~Iad to l)('a1' fl'om th(, leader of 

the L"n ('l'lltl'l'-thl' :-u!.!;,!.!;t':-t i .. lI" or! Itt' Len Centre ",ill alway" 1'('('I.'iYe 

due ~'OIlI"idl'rnti"lI, ('OIlIin!.!; tCi I'id,)i(, wCll'ks :lnd Imildillg's chal'g'l'al,le 

til inl'tlll1~'. tIll' IIlIll:-C wi II "I ", ! hat t IH' ('x pl'lIIl ihu'c under that head Iw" 
heen l'l'dIH'l,<l til th~' l",n,,,t a1l101lilt I'(lll,.i"iellt with a dll(, l'l',~'al'd to Oll!> 

el1,!,:':I,:'::"III,'lil:-, (Ill ihat "Iill' \n' 11:'0\'11',(' a totall'ellw:tion of Sl,j01.~O(). 

011 t!1\' ill'll\ Clf( kC:1ll amI l'iYel' ;-;"I·"il'l'. 011 "liich thl'1'(' wel'e UllUsu:d 

ch:II',:":"'" la,,( year, th,'I'(' is a ')""!'t':I",' "r $171,.S·t7: 1111 Light-house ami 

('oa"t ""I'\'il'e. Sl-fI;,jjO. The itl'lIl Clf g"llndal',Y :-l1l'\',',Y". 8100,000, \H' 

hay I' dl'op!,!.'.], a" ~Wl' thillk Wl' I'all IJlall:',~'e ,,'itlwllt it UII this Ol'l'a,.iOII. 

(iii tlj(' i1l'111 oj'Vomiliion lalld", ,,'hiel, ban' Ill'l'll a "'11I1'('l' oj' very ,!.!;,'eat 

eXl!l'11"~' /'''J' a 1'''II",idl'J'aldl' II111JlIll'I' o/' }":Il'''. "'I' ha\'l' 1'('1[11('('11 ont' 

totall':..:pellditlll'C I,., ::;170.000, 'l'hl'l'l' al'l' somu othcl' IlIilIOl' item~ of 

l'edl\('; :1111. Imt 1 will 1I0t detain tlw lIoll"l' by J'l'ii.·I'l'ing to them at 

PJ'l':-,'l!!, TII(' 1'('S1111 oj' all thi" i", tll:11 although ,n, han' been obliged 

Ity llll:tvuidable l'il'<.'1I111"t:111I'(''''. :ln,l II,)' tltt' Ill'('l'",,,,i1y of l'al'l'ying on the 

great l'ublil' wm'l,;", OIl whi('h ,YC are l'II,~':'g'l'd, to make a total addition 

to OUI' C'xpenditure oj' $77Ii,OO". w,' han', at the "allll' time, effeded 

:-11<'h I'l'dudioll" :1" amount ill till' whu,," to S::.~ 17,000, I,eing a net 

(\('cn':!"I' Oil tIle (,,,tillla1(',,; "1I1t111ittl'd la"t Yl';;l' of 110 Il's" than two and 

a hall' llJi\li"ll dulJ:ll'''. If Illy 11"11, fl'iellds dc'"il'e to know whether any 

fUl'tll( l' l'l'lllll'1illll" an' 1'1'aeti"al'\e. I may :-ay that I do not belie\'e 

that il would IJe ill th,' int"J'I'''( of tlj(' publie :-.e1'\'(I·e to make allY 

mon' :It}t1'I'''l'nt. It may I", 1",..;,,[11\(', howl'n'l', for my hon. friend 

beside lil(' til make ""1111' furthl']' diminution in the expenditure 

on ll1ailltl'nall(,(: Id' til\' IntC'l'l'olollial Hailw:!), some vel'Y 

impod:tllt s,-,('timH ,,1' wllic-ll \\'l' hn\'(' been engaged almof>t 

ever sjnl'(' WC, Itan' 11"('1\ 111 the Governmcnt in putting into 

bettel' ord(,I'. That eX]H'nditurc' i" rapidly coming to an end, and I 
hope that in a :-;bol't time my bOil. f1'il'lHI will be able to show a fm'ther 

reduction in that item of' Flome two hundred thousand dollars, 
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more especially in view of the fact that, a~ I l'('m:II'kPd Lef(ll'e, 

iron is ,being replaced by ~tcel, contrihntin,~ materiall.," t" the 

economy and better working of the road. 1 mi;!!,'ht, nl~I' 

observe, under this head, that although w(' (,:lllIH,t I.e ('''11-

gratulntel] on huving heretofore deriycd a large 1'1'\'1'11111' fi'olll th~ 

public Wo)}'l{f; of the conntry, anlt althongh I Iwyc fl't''1111'litly t(.und it 

an obstacle to our finaneial IH'g'otiations that our ]Iul,Ji" \\()I'i;,.;, up to 

the present time, ha,e only C'ontl'ihuted indil'(,(,tl,v tl' OUI' ,~"'lit'ral prus­

perity, still I think that when the WeIland ('anal is ,'oml,lt'tc'd we will 

be able to show for onCL' an exC'eption to that gelleral rule. I \\"oulcl. 

not dare at this moment tn form any estimate of the l'l'n'lIlle illlllll'­

diately likely to be derin"t from that ~OHI'l'e, but lookin,!!,' at the l:lI't that 

even in its present imperfect conditioll, it yield" a moderate 

re,enue, I cannot be much a . ..;tl'ay in supposing' that the recC'ipt" which 

will be obtained from tili..; source will at allY rate giye 1\'1 '1O III l' 

considerable return for the i:l.l'ge sum whieh it has ('O'lt IlS, 

With regard to our other publie wUl'k..;, I am sorry tu ~ay that my"etlt 

hope is that the deficit on working expense8 will be p:radually I'ed II ('I'd , 

As honourable gentlemen will "1',', we an' ol.lig'C'd. for tht'ir maintt'lIaIH·L'. 

to make proYi"ion t;.1' a eOl1siilel'ahl(, outlay '.\'1'1' alld ~t1)(.H' tIlt' total 

receipts. But I may ,,1:111' that it a\,\,('al''' at tl1l' l'l't''';l'llt tillle til ha\'l~ 

rea('hed a maximum, allli that there i..; 1'('a"ollal.Je ,~I'()lIl1d fi.l' 'wlil'\'iu~' 

that the expenditul'L' HildeI' thi..; hewl \Yill tel1l] tu t'IJII:dizi' m()l't' lll'ari,\' 

with the outla.'; in the futnrc thall in the \':t~t. :\j.\\'. "il·. if' tlJl' H"lI~" 

will rcfer to the Bud~1'1 "111'('1'11 I addrp,,"cd to thi..; lInll,;(' ill 1·"7-4-. 

honourable mem I '('l'~ will "eu that 1 t lll'll took ()('(':I~iofl til ('ant iUll 

them that eyen aft('r the extl':IMdinal'Y ('harg"'..; to whieh 1 llan' 

alluded bad been (li~l"'''l'd of, the total ('xpentiitnl'{'" (II' the ""lIlItl',\ 

(apart from intere::;;t, ..;1 t1.~idi('..; :tnd the (' har~,'''; Oil mainl ('lIal1l'l' III' pu},l it' 

\\'('1'k--) conlclhardly hi' \'I'I)tl!!,'ht\wluw tile "llIll ,>I "1'\".'11 milliuJl"; alii I 

I also told them that in t hL' (,Olll''',~ of two ,,)' t hl'L'L' yea 1'''; 1 wonld 

endeavour tn do it, and hon. memlwl's looking' 0\"'1' tIll' v:lriun..; itelil" ill 

the t'f;timates will f;Pl' that [ 11:1"" l'L'd"l'llwd Illy pkd~'c', te.)' the total 

vote a..;ked for t1H''';(' plll·V."'· ... fill till' prl''';''llt 1I('('a",iUII i" WI·II withill 

that sum. I might al-." :tIicl that thl'''l' l~stililal(''' al'L~ in reality ,.,Iightly 

Ie"" than they appe:ll', II\'('all~" tlwl'(' art' ('e!'taill expeJlditlll't'~ which 

will probably be l'eeonp('ll b,Y f.,c·,,; (:t1though thel'l~ will, no doubt, 1,(, a 

2 
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deficit on the general working of those t'erdt'l':-i) which were not 

taken into account in that statement to whieh I have referred. 

Beforc I proeeell further with my remarki-!, it may be :t." well to 

(·xplain to the llnUHe the reasons which induced me to anticipate 

:-li1.!htly the time for making the loan whi(~h as the H()use was 

awarl' W:tH expeded 11) he made in the COUl'He of the current 

yem', 'fhey al'(' !';eyeraJ in !lUlU I WI'. It iH 'Iuite true tllat when 

I laHt Hlldrl':'iHl'J the lIou .... e fl'olll this plaeo I did noL intend 

to :tPl'l·aJ· in the London markd again until the spring of 1876, 
and I l,('licye ] then "I) Htated; but nnel" full c·oll,..;itiel'ation I thought 

it would be mOre in the publie ill(en'Ht tl) etft'L't tbis loan last autumn. 

In the first plaee, )h. Spt·aker, the time W:tH t'llIill('lItly fanlUrable. 

There was a hU'ge aC'('uJIlulatioll of' llllJlll'Y sl'l'kill.!.!;' illn~ .... tment in LOIl­

don, for whieh few eligible im·(·"tmellt", C)tl~'I't'(l; und in the next place 

I desire{! as much a .... po ........ ible t" "pal'L~ til\.' 1'l· .... CHU·{'l\" of our people. 

'W chad l'xhaui'itl'cI all ,nu' means ill London of 11 ('c·t· .... "ity. hecuusc We were 

obli~ed during 1 ~j 4-;) to pay the sum of t('11 1JJ i Ilioll"; nf nUl' inde! ,tednc:--s, 

bearing a high rate of intL·rc .... t, and to expend "<':Yl'1I or eight millions in 

puhlic wnrk", in l'onnedion with whieh, :t1"n, \"PI'Y large di,;)mJ'''c­

ment" wel'e !will,!.!,' made dUl"iJlg the cli1'l'eJl1 yeal'; aud in the peculiar 

condition of the country, it did lIut aplw:tl" 1(1 lilt' that it wa", desirablt· 

to exhaust too completely the l'e..,c'rVt·s we helti on this side of 

the AtlantiC'. )IoJ'eon'I', "iI', 1 eOJlsidcl'e,l t1lat. the House , .. 'auld 

be in a better pc) .... itioll to dist'II"" the' proper pnlic·y to I)l' adopted 

.. at this ni"is, if it \Vas known that we \\'('n' in 110 imlllediate WtlIlt 

-of money, and I felt tolerably ('ertnill that J I\'1)111d be able to 

~ecure better terms la~t NIIYc'mhc'I' than ill .A l'l'il ()f the !'I"e .... t·llt year. 

Then, sir, there was a ycry "c)lIsioieruble adnmta.!.!;'e to \\-hil'h I will 

allude generally. By taking thi" C·(IUl· .... C, we w!)ultl he in a position 

10 push on ow' work:-; with all pos .... ible slwt'd. 'fhoH(' who are be"t 

acquainted with the an'ra1.!(' t'o~1 of (·onstrlldiTl.~ pul,lie works know 

that for a very long time past ('CIlltrat'1!)J'H haye nc,t been able to 

execute these sO cheaply and expeditiously a.., at present, and that ~ 

they are now pushing forward their ,'arions cnlltraets to completion 

with much greater rapidity than usuaL and arc making, consequently 

more extensive demands on the Imblie treasury than would occur 

<luring ,an ordinary year. I was also bound to tal{c into consideration 
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the possible risk of foreign complications in ('I)IlIll'ction with the 

English market. It is perfectly well known that the state of Europe 

.at large has Ill'l'n ~on:-,idcrably unsettkd I)t' latl', and I l'('cl'in'l! atiyiccs 

from Lowlon whil'h It'll me to be1il~\"e that I wonld in('IIl' a ,L\"rcatL'I' 

degree of ris\.;: than 1 would be justitiald., in illt'UI'l'ilig till' tlw sake 

of saYilig a trifling amount of ink I'l'" , , if I did not anlil lIlY,-;l,l!' of 

the thcn f:lyollrable I'olldition of thl' EII,,'li:-;h 1III)IIl',' mal'ket' and 
~ . , 

!lccordiugly, aftcr fllll ,"JII"ideratioli awl annl' "t)II,;nltatioll with tlll~ 

finaneinl agents of the (;O\'l'J'1I1Ill'llt, and with Ill," frielld Sir John no,,-,', tl) 

whose zl,:lIo11:-; and heal't." ,'1)-1 )\Iura t ion on th is a lid ll\'e\'ioll~ oeca­

"iolls I mn vl'ry mUl'h illdcl>ll'd, 1 dl"'idl',l to i""IH" :1 l,)an some­

what in imitation of the I"an cti'eeted hy that ,L\"I'ntll'lUan in lSGS-9, 

though in different propol'tit)ll~, The latkl' "I)lI,;isjl'ti of IIIll' qllarter 

of Canadian fin' per ('cnt. bonds, and rhrl'" (lual'kJ''; l,j' fOlll' pel' cent. 

guaranteed st,wk. and my 10:111 of twO-tiftll:-;, 01' IIl'arly 11111' half, uJ' 

Canadian four p .. r ('l'lIt. boud", and th .. l'('In:lillti..r, of £1,500,000, 
of bonds sccuret! by Imperial ,L\"uarantee. We I)JJtail1L'd a total aYe'rage 

~f £99 Is, (itt, as 1'('}lortL'ti hy our Londol\ a~'ullts, and the l'c:-;1I1t, 

I am w:lrr:tlltl'(l in ,;tatill.L\" to the H()n~('. Itas "een l'xceodingly 

favourable and "ati~f:\('tory. \Vith 1'('s]lI'd to the di-;po:-itioll 

to be madc of this mlJII('Y, I Illay hri,'My ,;Ialp that a "l'I'bin 

con!<5iderable proportion will be cJllpl".\'(·II tl, pay otf dt'l)t~ and 

obligationtl of the COUll try, which Iwar a Illll<'h Itigltl'r ratl' of illtl'rl':-'!. 

than that to be pai,l by ns; anoth .... ('tlllsidl~!'aJJle pOl,tion will be 

im'csted in ,;llth work" a~ the illlpI'IJ\"'IllI'llb wbil'h al'e LL'in~' made on 

the St. LawrL'II('e and the paylllL'lIt of "UIH'i due t" the P"O\'iIWL' 1)1' 

Prince Edward I"land, and ill "'JIl)wl'( il II I wi t h IIlll' 01' tWII III a ttL'I'S of 

the :-.ame kind; while the rClllaind.,,, will I'l' al'l'lil'(L .. ithe'\, t" puldi,~ 

work:,; in pl'ogre:,;s or ill takiu!.!; lip ",I)Jlll' 11\ hl'l' II,all,-; I ('xl,,'('t :-;hortly to 

mature. I may add, that thel'e i" one illlp,wtallt poillt to \,hi('h I will 

.call the attelltion of 1111' HOllH', alld ",IIi,," attl'l'b (tu a grL'at extent) 

our present position. I think that ('t)JII]lal':ttin~ly few members are 

nwa\'e of the enormonR amollnt "f thL' lIIillOt' ()bligatinn~ which this 

Government found itself ('(~mpelled to ,li:-;.-lull'gc within the last 

two or three yearA. When we I'ntered oftlce we founu a very 

heavy outlay going on widl l'cfel'ellC'c to the Intercolollial 

Railroad p~orr and the Prince Edward j ~land Railway j also that 



22 

large cxpcnditurcB were re9.uisite in order to put the Xm'a Scotia and 
New Brunswick lines in good running condition, and push forward 
the minor pnhlic work..; to which I han' allwled, Considerable 
sums "'('1'(' (luc Ofl account of the Bt. J;:twrence Rivel' illll'l'oH'IHents, 
undor statntory ('fl:tl'imont; a large sum was due I,y treaty to Pl'ince 
Edward Island for the redemption of it.; lands, amI :t yery hea\'y 
outlay W:t" Ill'in.!.!; mlHll' on the ('allal,.:, the Paeific Railway BLUTey, and 
for simil:H' PUI·POSU":. Xow, sir, tho g'J'entcl' portion of these·Hum,.: we 
hn\'o alro:111.,. paid, and tho romainill.!..!.· (obligations "'(' hnn' ample 
fundH to wed in full. In order to give the Houso a bdtel' idea of the 
sum total. I han' prepared a f;hol't nllalysis which I ,\,ill road: On 
accoullt of the 'Pl'ince Etlw:u'd Island Hailway, Wl' han' spent, sinco 
W(' enme into (,ffin', two millions of' (lolln!'s; fill' l'('deml'tion of land& 
we han~ to l,ay 01' hm'o paid, about 8,,",00,000 Ill/,n';' ~rillol' works, :h 

closely as I call (' ... timate, han' ill\'oln·d nn ('Iltla.\' of ahout fOUl' mil­
lions of dolla!',; tIl\' ~t. Lawrl'Ilt'l' illll'l'o\'('m('llls, inelwIing tho (luehec' 
GI'aving Dock, l'l'ol,al,ly 1"1'111(' hyn millj"I1". 

HOll, Dr. 'l'{'PPEH-Allow me to a"k how Illm·h has been l,aid to 
Prince }:d \Yard I ,I.m(l '~ 

HOll. )11'. CAI:TWnT(;IIT-Thl' ((,(:d l'xl'clIllitnn' llll" been about 
two milliolls. ill wlliell, howcn'I', [ inl'illlk sonw t\\'o 01' three hundred 
thonsall(l d"lbl''' II\' will tilld III tho ('\lITcnt c,,(imatb, I am speaking 
of the, Slllll total. in tlli ... 1'('''1'ed, that 1t:1" 1.('('11 paid ,.;i·lH'c the Govern­
ment (':IIIit' inti' officc, 

Ron. nl'. TepPER-Ou capital account? 
Hon. ~Il', ('.\ nTWlUGIIT- \'t..... Tllt,":t' )Iinor imblic work!; are 

nuL as tllt' hon'~('ll t IC'll1fl.n kllows, ,.;trktly a charge to capital, but I 
am w.w gi\'illg till' :1I1l0nllt {)f' fin'mor obligations of all kinds, COVSI' 

and alll,\'e ('lll'ol'dinary expenditure,) which we have had to discharge. 
Tn I'CSllllj(' my :-.t:ttement, W(' compute that we have spent, or will 
spend, tIl(' sum (If thl'ce millions of dollari'<, on repairs, the change of 
guagc, tlw snl.'-litlltinll of ~tl'cl raili'<, and other matters in connection 
with the XOYlI ~('otia and New Brunswick railroads while the debts 
we han' takell up amount to no less than ten millions of donal'S, and 
our exponditnre UII the Pacific' Railway, Canals, and the Intercolonial 
Railway, will I'(':(('h n·ry ncar eleven millions of dollars in round num­
bel'~. mnking the snm total-almo<.;t all of which we have discharged 
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-no less than $32,800,000, :since we took office, to whieh I will add 

about two millions falling dne within the next t-<ix months. Now, the 

House will Bee that it iH no light matter to proyide the ways and means 

f0l' the payment of about thirty-tiye million,.;; hilt yet We have done 

thiR and in addition we h:t\"c a ycry I'l~:-;ped:tble ~um of l'W,1t in hand, 

m0stly applit'able to expenditure in l'rogre";:-l on that important work, 

the ,r elland Canal. 1 haye been more particular in t Ira wing attention 

to thiR, be('am~e it is n'ry desirable that honourable ml'mber:-l Hhould 

know how much has been dOlle, as wdl as what still remains to he 
:accomplil5hed. 

Hon. )Ir. TUPPER-Will my ht)]}ournble fi'ieHu have the kindness 
to ~tate the amount of :wailable means on hanu ? 

HOIl. )Ir. C'.\'RTWRIGHT-\Vell, I ('an hardly gin' it oft~hand; but 

as I sec the honourallle .~clltlclJ1l'n has a motion Ull the paper in this 

conncdioll, I will furl 1 ish the dl'taihlin Olle or two day . .,. 'VI.' will have 

in haml, in all likeliltt lilt I. about tell or cleven millitJlls nfdollars a\-ailablo 

taking into :teeount 0111' )'eSl'l'n's on both sidl'S of the .Ulantie. That 

is rather under thall 0\-01' thl' mark. Xow, a" I remarkeJ before, 

(andto this Ptlillt I dired thl~ :-;pL'l'ial attention of the House,) it has 

;been a :-"ri')lI'; aggr:1\-atinn oj' tlw diffit,tlltil's with which the G-oyern­

ment ha..; had tt) cOlltL'Jld, that it has 1H.:'1'1I oldiged tn l.:eep unul'iually 

6tl'tJll.~· awl tn make pl'tJ\'i:-ioll j;ll' in :l<lnlllCC, ehietiy I,ll' ell,hts matur­

ing. "re eonld han'mall:1,!,!:L,tl tllll' att'ail's mu.'h lIlOI'\, ('a.,ily and more 

profit:lldy to tlli,; ('ountJ'Y if :I little more {(wl':-;i,[,(ht had IWl'1l ('xl'l'C'i"ed 

before we cng:t~'l'd ttl "'lil:-tl'Uct CnOl'lllU\t,; public' wtlJ'ks in alll':lJ'b of 

the Dominioll in the pI'L'l'i~l' yt'ars in whieh a l:ll'g" ptl)"tion of our 

debt matu)'ed. I lilay L'xl'l:lin to the HtJl\:-(,-it' it l'l'tluires 

explanation-tli:lt this i" Ulll' main ]'('a:-oll why I han' bt'l'n allXiOllS to 

IJ)"e:-;l'I'\'L' l:tr~-L' amOllllh ill lland, and rather ttl antil'il'ate than to delay 

the eontl'aetiull of pllblit,' lualls. J \\'ill give a list of the v:tl'iou:-; debt!"! 
I. .' I 

whieh matun' ill tilt' IWXt fOlll' tJl' tin' Yl':lI'''. IWIII.[,( tilt' Pl'l't'l"V pel'lt H 

,durin,r whieh many tJf tlttlS(' IIllIJli~' Wtll'\;:"; ,,-ill :ll'lu'(J;t,·jl (, tl ll1pktion, 
h v 

from wliieh the IIon",l' may jlld[,((' t)j' tIlt' e.t)l"I'et'tJll':-S til' the btatelllent 

I have maul', I find ill the ("UI'J'cnt Yl'al' that we han' to proyide for 

.$1,87~,OOO ofclebts matltl'ing; in 18'j7-~, for $5.'j;:H.IIOII; in 1.S78-9, for 

$7,62-1-,000; in lS7~1-~() I()r Sf:)flfjO;OOO, awl for ",maIler ,;\Uns in the years 

immediately slllTel'diJlg, It is I1eedle:-l'i tt) state that that /;lct adds 
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and alway~ lw,; add cd YCIT cOllfo;iderabl.\- to the embarrassment of my 
position; and I regrct wry much that those hOR. gentlemen who had 

preYiouslr ehar~e of the finallee" of the eountry did not ehoose to 
begin tlw,;(' public work~ @oither a little earlier or a little later. There 

is no doubt the eireuml'ltane(' that those works must be paid for at 

the Ycry :-;ame moment that we hayc likewise to diseharge a very 

heay,Y illdL'lltl'ollJ(''''', plan',; us UI1llL'I' eonsiderable disadnmtage in 

contraetin!!,' Ollr luall". 
It i" probably dl'"irabl\., that I :-;liOlllcl now state to the House 

what amount of ordin a 1','- n'Y('] I 11(' we expect to reeein' dm-ing 

thc ell:-;uing' yeaI'. I :-;ubmit the estimates, after my experience 

of 18i;). with H'r.\- great eaution. All I can :-;ay with re"pect to 

them j". that I think, a" far :t" my.·-elf and my hon, friend the 

:Jfilli"ter of CII"tOI1l" eall n'lItul'l' to fUl'1ll an idea in anticipation of the 
attual faet, th('re i" a n':t"ol1ahle J,]'ol,ahilit,)" of thl'ir heing realized. I 
cxpn·t to n't"('in' from ('U-;tolll" durillg the Clisuing yl'ar, $13,500,000; 

from EX"i,,\.', ;f,i;),;)IIO,OOO; 8tal1l)''''' :3~."jO,OOO; Post office, $1,100,000; 

PuLlie work", $1. ,011,1100-1 II\.' inel'l'a",' over Ia"t year being estimated for 
in eUIl"l'qltl']w(' of the m\ditioll:tl amoullts l'XPl'l'll"\ to be retein.·ll from 

the Prill"l' ":I\W:ll'I\ bland and till' Intercolonial Railway", From 
Mh.;ecllaTl\.'nu" "OlllT('" and fntel'!,,,t, we ('x],e('t $1,200,000, whieh makes 

the tot~tl n'ITil't", B~;:'~;)O,1I00. ll" a~ajll"t an o"timated expenditure of 

somewhat Ie"" than that amuullt. The"l' rigurl''; compri"l' the main facts 
to whieh I think it 1l"C'l''''':tl'Y to ('all the attention of tho House. I think 
i will h,' qUitl' ohyiml" to the l10lt,,\.' alld to the oountr,)" that the Gov­

ernmont are justiril'd in hohlill;; till' lll'l'"ellt pu~ition to I)l' one of a 
purely excoptional dWI':tl't\.,I'. All." (Jill' who eOllsiders the very 
remarkal,le <,xpall,..inll 'wltieh tunk place in 1871, 1::::,~, 1873, 1~,-!, and 

continlll'tl \"l']'.\- nearly to till' elo,,(' of 1 :-1,3, eall :"l'l' that that oxpansion­

or inflation if yon will-was ()lIl' Ill' an oxeoptiona\ nature. and I 
helien, thl' l']'I.''':l'llt t\cPl'l'S"joll will proyc equally l'x\.'eptional 

and that the ('lIunt]T 'will l'l'eO\' \.'1' on' long altholwh 1 admit . b 

that it i .... onk til" likl~h- tklt tho rCl:m'el''\' will be a o'l'udnal 
.!. .! b' 

and in many I'L'''p\.·('b, a paillful one. Nu douut, howeyer this lllay be, 
it becomes us to consider the nll'ious remedies proposed for this 

unfortunate ~tato of nti'ail'~. In the first plaee, I desire to "ay a few 

words on the general imp]'l'""ioll whieh pre,-uib even in quarters where 
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we would haruly exped to find it, that it i,.; in the power of this Gov­

ernment, or any other UOVl1rnment, of thi~ Legi:-;lature, or any other 

Legislature, to make a {'onntry prosperoufl by the mere stroke of a 
pen, or the ellflC'tment of .\ds of Parliamellt. I would like hon. 

gentlemen in thii'! House and Oll t of it. \V ho ell tertain that illusion, as I 
consider it, to reali,.;e to whut such a eOll)'''l' would lead, and I :I,,];: them 

if th('~' arc prepared to pay t he price, Y 011 can 1I0t have at ono and the 
:same time a free nOYl'l'nment and a l,aternal UoYernment, If the 

Finance Minister, whot'Yor he may be, is to Ill' held rel'ponsible for 
the success of tIll' ('oll1lllel'cial community, he must have power over 
that community;· if he is to bc I'esponsible fOl' the proi"iperity of our 

manufaeturerfl, he 11111"t dl'l'i,k what IH'l'son" :shall carryon manufac­
turing, what manuthdul'cs thl',v shall car!'y on, and how much they 
ahall produee. PerLaps umiL'r ::<ul'h eircum:st:ull'es and eomiitiol18 an 

intelligent despot might ('reate prosperity. We find a fine illustration 
of this in the'territory I.f Brigham Young; but ('an honoul'able gentlemen 
point to any CUI1:,titlll'1l1'Y ill Canada, or to allY gentleman representing 

any ('oll"titllC'IlCY in Canada, who ·would ado}'t :-Hlch principle,.; a" are 
carried ont in that region. I give the territory of Utah al'l an illu:-;trution, 
because it is a remarkable proof of what a J'l'solute, ddel'miw,d, intel­

ligent man can do in the way of creating a Vl'I'Y considerable amount 

of indu~t)'ial prusperity Hilder vel'Y di:':tdnllltageons conditioll". and I 
also mention it ti,l' the oellcfit of tho"t' pert'olls who think 

a l"inanee JIinistD)' ('an restore' pl'osperity by the mere wan~ 

of hit> han(1. Tltl'l'e i~ IJU It"" ill cOl1eealillg the faet that the UOH'l'lllllent 
ha,·c been importtlD(,,1 fi'om lllany qnarters t,) d.eclare thelll"l'lvl's in 

favonr of a high tariff, f-iome of the gentlemell who !tm'e :tlldl'l'ssed 
llS havc done HO H;S tJle wlv()catl'l'l of Proteetion l'un~ and ~illlple; 

others, and I think J lIlay say al)ler l'eru;olll'I". have eontelllled, and not 

without torc~, that cirC'umstanecd as WI' an', ill I'unnection with the peo­
ple of tIle United Ktates, it 1)I'COlIll'" thc duty oj' the Administratiun to 

meet the peculiar poliey of that people with a re"ipro('al policy in 
the same dircction. 1 alll averse tu indulging ill purely aJ,strad Jit\cus­

Hiont'; on the quetltions of ii'co t1':t<ll' and protedion j but :tS a matter of 
fact, it is necessary for me to review at t)ome length the yuriuu>l argu­
menta adyanced on the suuject. I don't elltirely agree with those 

gentlemen who maintaiu that there is no ground for the champions of 
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the Proteetionist party. I have always myself been or opinion that 

in a new country like this there is considerable force in the argument 
that it is not well to allow ourselves to depend exclusively on foreign 
manufaetures j and that if we do there is some chance that we may be 

supplied with the mere refuse of their exportations j and pl'obably in 
that way we do d-erive some considerable indirect advantage from the 
establh;hment of manufactories amongst us. Also, I am inclined to 

believe that under certain circumstances a revenue tariff may be 
advantageously imposed, and may afford ('on~iderable benefit in over­
coming temporary oh~tades in the way of infant manufactures but 
I don't believe any tariff can overcome natural ob~taeles except at a 

very undue cost. As to the vexed question of the Hurplus population 
or labour which i~ employed by native manufucturel:3, I can only say 
this :-that probably there may be some foundation fi)l' it; but still I 
think the amount of the employment afforded is y:tstly leHs than has 
been alleged, I may also add that the r('~nlt of the invefS­
tigations I have made on this and various other occasions 

have sen'ed to convince me that although it is possible to 
manufacture a very considerable proportion of the articles now imported, 
yet the number of hands who would thereby derive employment is 
very much less than ~1I}lposed. As to the curious allegation made by 
the Proteetioni"b.;, that if our manufacturillg friend8 are :-:ufficiently 
protected it will not illl'!'eaHo the co;-;t to tile (,OlHmmCI', a~ sufficient 
competition will :ll'i"p to cut down prieot-; :-;u low that we will be .iust :lit 

well Dff as under the }In'sent tariff, I haye simply to :-:ay, that it may 
be tlwt in time that n',.nlt would be IH'otluced, though whether it 
would be permanent i" another matk!'. Rut I think it would take 
time, and that durin~ that period a few gf~ntlemen would make large 
fortunes while tho I'n"t of the community would h:1\'c to_ pay an 
enormons price for theil' benefit, But J may add, that if this is 
to he the result-if the de~ire of the pJ'oteetionists is \>,Y intem:ll 
;'Olllpdition to <"ut dowll the standard of I'ril'es, I woul,l strongly 
l'ecommend the _~l'lltlcmen to begin now, and by these means defy 
foreign competition. 

Voicc-Thl'l't' i:-: not mueh protection in that, 

Hon. )11'. CARTWHI(~IIT-rrhe Govel'llment would becxeeedingly 
glad, amI the .Finallt'l~ ~linister indi"\"idualJ,r would be glad to know _ 



that they could, with :wv:lnt:lge to fhe whole eOll1ll1ll1lity, lay on more 

taxation and obtain morc rcvcnuc j but, ~ir, Bolle know better than 

some of thc~o gentlemen oppm;itc that the powel' "j' any Government to 

impose taxatioll is sull.ied to strill,l..';cnt 1'(':'It I'i I.' 1 iOIlS, and in no place to 

more stringent ones than in Canada, "~e h:t\"l' to) c'ollsil\el' three impor­

tant limitatiuns-the til1:ull'ial, tbe politil.'al, and the ,l.';\'''l..';l'aphical ci1'­

cum8tanec~ 'If the Dominion, This (;, 'Yl"'llnwnt must haye reyenuc, 

because thoy arc "()lIlmitted, thl'ongh no fault oj' their own, to YCI'y 

formidable ,,"ligatioll"; j and allY ,l.';entleman l.'a11 ,.;el' if wo put on a 

high tarift' it redUl'\'''; nlll' 1'\.'\"ell11C jns1 ill 1'1'01',)},tiI)11 a,.; it atfords 

protection, ::\llll'l'l)\"l'r, it is pat't oj'the .-\, n, (' o( tillanl'ial l'('onomy 

that high taritfs dimini~h l'c"l~umptioTl II) rabing the price 

of good,.;, and that tlll.'Y al,.;,) e11('OUl':t;.!:C 1'IlluL!",l..';lill;.!:. and demoralize 

the pcople who arc :-;Iti',il'd tllCl:do, Thcll tlley diminish imports 

by the :1l'titil'ial s1imul1l'; whic'h tll\'Y apply t" homo pro­

ductions, ] n addi tioll to this thol'e al'e poli 1 il.'al dittlculties 

the GoYC'rnnll'nt have to c,,)ll,.;ider, Callacia, as n0W \"Illstitutcd, is 

. ,composed ,It' different Pl'o\'in"l'.":, ha\'iHl.'; clitfl'l"L'llt :lIltl ",)Jllt'tiIIH'" con­

flicting inkt'l',.;t,.;; tllat whieh may I)l' lle"iraldl' i'H' uno Pruvinl'\' lllay 

affect others injurion"ly and nnfail'ly, ancl th,' (;')\"\:l'l1111cnt in 

brin!!in'r down a 1,,,lil'\" lIllls1 !lot \t-.ri,.;lak jill' all\' ,lIlO sedioll. but for 
<..J b ,) ,-. . 

the ;.!:l'llcral \\"L'I1':lI'O "j' tlw whole Dl)lJlinion, .tlle! la,.;tly, \\'l: are 

bound tn l'O!bicll'I' IIllrl..';l'ol..';l'aphi\'all",.;itillll.l'lal'l'd a:-; WI' an' alllll~",ide 

the Pl'Ol'll' ')!' tIll' Fnite'[ Statl''':, \re han' had thl'il'l'xl'l'ril'11C'1' :h ttl the 

€ffect which n, c")llsidl'l'ublo tlitfel'l'ncl' in clnt,\" (alllllllntilll..';, ]lI'l'lIal'''', to 

20 or 25 per ('ent) hl'1W('Cll the c:ost of pI'IIdul'1illll in ('allalia 01' the 

('ost of laying down g"')'["; in Callada, afterl'aying our ratl' IIj' dut,\", ha,.; 

had in fostering Rmu!:,~ling frum ('anacla to tIll' rllitl,d :--Itak-;. awl when 

the cost of production beCOllH'S ,.;0 low that C'OIT\,,,:pollllinl..'; :l(I\';mtal.';l'S 

would be obtained by ,.;mu!,(;.!:ling ,1..';(1):1" from tl\(' ClIitl'.[ State,.; int,) 

Canada, we would haH~ ]H·(,·:iscly a repetiti()ll "f the doillg,; whieh 

went on along our own thm t in in by gone .rea 1'''. Thl' :um:l'ic:ln 

authoritic'l put the total of this illl'gitimate tl'adl' at an c~tl'l'lllely high 

figure-higher than, T think, f:lC't,.; :It all w:u'l':lnt-lmt in an,\" (':I'le I 
have no doubt that a c'onsiderable proportion oj' tIll' imports 

intI) Canada ft'om othc!' ('ountrie8 til'"t paid 0111' tariff, and were 

finally smuggled ll1to the American Rel'ublil', alld paill fot' by 



Amcriean gold. The' fhet i~, it wa..; infillit(,I," ea~ier in the interests 

ofthc manuf:l('(nt'eJ'''. to impo:-:e a higher t:u'itf l,eiiJIC thi~ Goyernment 

came into OffiC'l', whell the ('ost of pt'lldnetioll was higher in the United 

States than it j-.; tll.dn,L ,:\1)" hOll, frielld, the )[inister of Customs, 

informs me that ('n'lI a" it i,-; he has gTl':tt diffil'ltlty ill protecting the 

I'en'nne a~ain..,t tl", ";1ll11g-~ling (If ('('I'taill a"tides 011 ,whieh our tariE 

i..; highcl' than till' :lYcl'agc rate, X()\V" si 1', a" the example of the 

Unit(,d ~tall'..; has \1('('11 quoted Yer,'- oftI'll a~ 0111' we "houlJ imitate 

and f;,jlo\\, with all l'0s"iblu sl'(,l'ci, 1 may sa,'- that I, too, am disposed 

to quote it a..; the 1'L',..;t po-;sible wal'lling to the people­

of Canada not to hI' II,d into the ddll,;ioll of im]'o-;ing a high tariff. 

Undel' the e-omllilll'ti illfluelil'l' of thl'il' higll pl'llll'l'Iive tariff and their 

paper (,U1Tl'IiI',\", I J,('liL'YL' yery~l'a\'l' alld :-('rioll,"; ('yiI,; haye resulted 

durin!.!,' the la..;t tl'll Yl'al':-: til til\' pl'lIple of the UnitcoU ~tatcs. In the 

first plne-e, it lw,.. led to an ('11111'111011" wa--k (If l,uhlil' \,('..;ollrces, It is 
compllted by .\ lIIl'l'i('all ..;tatj"ticiall"; that fi,l' l'n~I'.Y dollar coming into 

the AIlll'I'il'all tre:I"'l\I'~' tlll' pal,lil' I'N'''; tltn'l' 1,,\· the' operation of their 

high tariff', 111' in l.tlw!' WIIl'ds. till' W:t..;tl' iii the l·lljl\'ll States by their 

tariff kl."; alllOllll ted 111':11' I Y tn ::;1 ilIO.1 II 10.1100 :t Yl':trii)l' til e last ten yeal'~, or 

:1 In",.. of B:;.ooO,OOO.IIIIII. !lead,\' dlllll,le tl]I' I'ntil'!' amount ufthe national 

debt lit' that could I'\', 1 do II"t l'iLld!.!,'I' mY"l'If' to tId..; statement, though 

it i:-: lIIade Ity 1I1l'1l (.I' ('on,..jlleral,\e w(';,dtl. I'llt 1 will nave lll'l'llli~"ion 

to rea([ to the 111111--1' thl' ,,\'--"I'\-atioll-. ot' the 111111, J)ayiJ 'Ye1\s. made 

on July l~th 1 ...... ;,. (Ill thi..; snl,,ied, What he ";:1\'.'" j..; a.., [c,lIow::;:-

" For fiftct:'n y"ars nllw I he expel'in1l'nt of protcct iOll to home ilHlustl'Y has been tried 
in th,' "nlt"<1 Stut"" Oil the largl'st scalI' :tntl UIl(It'r ti,,' mllst fuvourable circulllstances 
for SUI'CI'S> tha.t thp w"l'lLl has everSI"'Il, anti under ih influence the (11)1I1('stie industry 
of th,' I'II111J I ry,t" USl' It sla IIg expn's"i"ll, ha s iJeen '0;1'\ tiug no better Y1'r,)' fast.' Every 
propill'I'Y, ,'" confident Iy made iu the pust as to the n'sllItH of protection in inducing 
naturall'rllsl"'rity, II", bt'f'n falsified; and one has only til pick out the sepurate indus­
tries whit'h have been '."l"'ially protectl'd t I) find out the ones which are more especially 
unprofitable and dependent, Thus, in the manufaelure of pig iron, excessive prOfits 
have gl"en risl' to sueh <'X('I'"I"e com pet it illll as t" render the wholl' business ruinously 
unprolltable, a condition orthlngs from wllil'h therL' 1"1 n b~ no rel'overy, except through 
a (',ontinued SllSpl'nsion or curtailment of produl'fion, till' utter a handonment of many 
furna(:es, and the uttn lo,~ of a "a,'t amount of re<:kles,ly ill\"",ted capital, In the 
~anufaeture of silk, the manufadllrers, although enjoying for ma.ny years the protec­
tIOn of a ,Ixty per 1.'1'llt, tluty on all manufactured imports and a free admission of all 
raw material, urI' desirous of a still hlghl'r duty, and nnanimouslyof the opinion that 
:~ abatemen~ of the existing dUties, to even the slightest degree, would be to them 

togcther rUlllOUS, In the manufacture of WOOl-all industry in which the represen-



tatlves of protectiou wcre nllowed to dictate without illtt'l'fcr"I1('" the exact measure 
of protectlon which seemed then desirable, and cuused the cnactment of duti,'s rang· 
ing from 50 to 1;30 per ecnt.-It i~ sufficient to say that the ('xist in~ uepn·ssion and st:l~­
nation are without parallt'l; eight of the principal mills of the ('"uniry having I",,'n 
sold on compulsion, wi(,\lin a comparatively r('('(,lIt period, r"r much Il'ss thun fifty per 
cent. of their cost of construction-the Glendam mills In partku.ar, one oCthe largest 
and best equipped """,,I\('I1 {'s\abl1shnlell\s in the I'niteu :-\t,1\ "", aU\'all1;t~""ll,I,\ lo('alr'.] 
on the Hudson, about, fiCt~' luill's ahoY,' "",,w York, and r"prl''''nting nYI'\, "II" Illillion 
of dollars paid in-having changed sineI' t Ill' first of Ap\'il last f(l\' a consi,LPrat j"n or 

less than :3~,'~~I." 

Sir" tlH'''t' are pl'l'~lIallt n'marl,>, and withotlt l'omlllittin~ my"e1f a.; 

all to the dl't~lil" whidl jIl', "~l'lls lias ,!.!;in·lI-altbough be i" a gentll>­

man who wOllltlnot }lut hi,; name to a "tall'llll'llt of ±:tch whidl loll' did 

not know to It{, ,n,lI :1""'C'I'taiIH'd-1 l'l'IIl':lt that thl',Y an' JIl'\'.!.!;Il:lIlt with 

warning to till' l'\'"l'll~ of thi,; ('O\\IItl'.\" alld the nll'mlJer" of this H'ill"C. 

:My next uhjedion to the ",n;tL>m (If the Fllih'd ~tah'" i" tbi,,: that 

under the cond,inl'(l etfect of a hi.!.!;h tal'itf :11\(1 inflat,'d P:l}II'l' t'lIlT"I"'), 

they haYl1 iTll\ltll'1l'.l all l'X(,l'\·dill,!.!;ly "tl'OIl,l.!,' g:llllJ.liH~' .,).ollll'll! into all 

commercial t.r:lIl,.:adions. to the ~l'l'at dl'lrimellt (if the lar~.' ],n,.:illl.''''' 

cia,.:,; in that l'IJlIlmllnit,y; awl fllrtlll'l', T ",:ty that :tll,'- lllall whll can'­

fullyexamill""; the \\·"l'kin!.!; 111' their ",\""t"111 will tilld that th"'il' high 

tariff ha,; t~nd\HI Iilll,"'! lIlateriall~" to l'lIl'i(,h a Y\'I'.'" few :1I111"'('l'iollt'ly 

impoycrish the' ,!.!;l'e:l!, lI1a..;"(''' of till' peol'l." r n'~'arll that I'l',.:l\\t a" of 

great importan(~l" 1'hul'e i,.; no l'rol,lelll hal',kl' to ""In' than how til 

distribnte wealth ill a hi,!.!;hly .. iYiii%cti ('IIUlltl'," IiI", 0111' .... Yon lIlay 

tl'll,;t the in,.:tillt,t of the people ttl a"'tHin: w.'alth, lint till' l\ittkult,'- j" 

to distribute it. _'fy belief j" that the illtl',Hllldioll (Ii' a Ili~'11 \,m(l,,'tin' 

tariffwonld tt-wl tllenril'h a few, but it would dimillish in the long )'un 

the wealth alld eOTllti,rt of the lllall,L Thi" i" (II Ie alll"ll,!.!; mall," \'I'a,";"l!" 

why I do not Iw\il've tat Wl' ,.:hould Ill' :1"].;:"'\ to imitate till' Pnited 

State:; in the illll'ositioll of a hi,~h taritt'. J IIe\ien' thl' en'atiull .. I' co­

lossal ii)I'tUIW:- :-;lleh :I" ha:-; takell pl:l\'e thel'e, all.\ lll'l'haps in otl1l'1' 

countrie,.;, dol'S tlln'all'lI ;-<('I'ioll" mi"dliet'. I han' 1I001 Ijl'.,tioll tll the 

accumulation (11' J'l':t,,"llahle iIlllep('ndell('l''', 11111' (In I iwlul,!.!;\' any hope 

of enacting :mmptuary law:-; til limit the amount whi"h lIny :11:111 :-;hould 

accumulate in a \ifl'tirnu; "lit I do ,.;:ty that allY kgi,..lati"il ",hid) ovo1'­

Tide:; the ordinal'v natural law". alld opl'J'atl'" in thl' direction of (Teat· 

ing large al't:um~[ation" in a few haUl!,.;. is dallgC'l'oll"; and ought to be 
disooul'aged. I doubt exceedingly whethc1' it is in the ill(el'cst of ally 
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cuuntry that thero ~hould be :l few colossal fortuneH and thepublic 
"hould be taxed to ('ol1tribute to these fortuneA, and I venture to say, if 
I may dn ~o without infringing the rules of debate, that we have had 
a notable illustration in this country of how the posses8ion of an un­
usually laJ',:!l' fortune by one man may imperil the best interests of the 
Dominion. Then, Ia~tly, I have an objection whieh, I think, ought to 
weigh tcwmidubly with the IJ('gi"Iature. I believe a high tariff neces­
I":wily enC'OlU'a,:!C'" tite tC)l'matiull of ring~, aIHI that those rings will 
involve hribery, En'!'y prote('tc~d int~re~t will inevitably form a ring. 
Every ri".:,: will ill\.'\'itably brillt'. We h~1Ye seer; enough in past times 
of the mis('hief which can be dOIl(, by large (;orporations, 01' rather by 
wealthy or un::-l'!'upnluu::l men ('on trolling such ('orporations. I don't 
want to ~('e a permanent lobby tc lI'med for the pU1'l'()"e of watching the 
readjustment of the tariff. I t Itink without its aid those who arc 
charged with th:lt duty arc amply able to take ('arc of themselves. 1 
know it i,.: commonly a8::-erted that the manufat'tuJ'(:s whieh would 
spring up unde!':,1 high tarifhvonld, at any rate, alItl (,onsiderably to the 
popUlation of thl' (,')lllltI'Y. ~ow, I h:1Ye eal'et'ully e()lIsidereti this point, 
and my opinion, fllI'med from studying from the working of things in 
Canada, and sueh illt~)l'lIlation as I have beCIl abll' to) eolll'l't from gen­
tlemen who arc familial' with the (luestion in the United Stutes, is 
this: TIll' efft'e( ora high tariff is !lot to add to allY .~Teat extent to the 
popnlatiO)f) uf tlw l',mlltry, \lIlt t.) promote an artifieial transference 
from the rural di"tJ'ieh to tile tllwns and cities at tilt' expon"e of' the 
agri"llltural inteJ'('st-:. If you di"niminate agaill"t the agrieultuJ'al in­
ter(";t~, if you l'n:wt that tht'Y shall rCl'ci \'e l(',.;s from the results of 
their blum!' than they ""ml,l without your intl'den'llee, then 
YOIl UTHlollbtedl.r ]JI'<lIUotc an artifil'ial trall"kl'l'II('C from the 
COllntl'Y t.) the tOWII. I han' no objel'tion wlmtcyl'1' to Sl'C our 
toWllS alld \'illa,:';\.'''; ilwn'ase (II any size that may be Ilcsired by a natu­
ral al1,l Ilt'althY:';I'owth, bllt I do Ilf)t apl'l'IIYl' <)1' this artificial trans­
iel'erwe. I dl) Ilot think we ,,\t.mld stimulate a mun'IlIl'nt that already 
exists lOI) l:tr:,;ely, 1 ha\'e "l't'll hundreds of l11en who would have 
made suc't'l·,.;sflll till'mel''':, j, lJ's:tk i 11;..( the rUl'Ul dist rid . ..; to enter into 
C<llIl IJlt'l'l' ial pursuits, tiJl' whi('h they Wl'l'l' n'lT illditferl'ntly suited. 
There i", not the sligb test d<lll bt that thi" ha" beeIl one-although I 
will T1ut,.;ay a very gl'eat-e:mse of the eommereial depression in this 
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country, that many PCI',,()Jl'< quitted t.heir aYf'('ation", in thl' ('()nntr~' and 

became small shopkcopcrs :lllfl tradl'''IlWlI of Yfll'ious kinds, :11111 that 

h~' their ('ompctitir.n "'itlt e:lt'h (.Ihl';·, tlll'y Ila\'(' :I,{,kd to Ihe de(ll't'''· 

"ion which prl'Ynil..;, If hon, gentll'Ill('11 will l"llk al the la",t ('~'"""Il-' 

return:-; for thl' "l'\'l'l'al Pr(I\'illl'C";, a11l1 Ontario :llld (Jll(·I.l'" l'specially, 

they will "el' that Ill,\' apl'n'ht:'ll..;illlh 011 thai ";('01'(' al'l' I\O! alto,~dher 

unfounded, Althoug'h'it i";'lllik It'lli' the p"plliati'1I1 ofOlltal'ioinl'l'('a";l'(t 

eonsillcraLly from 1~fH ttl 1";,1, it j" lH'Ycl,thcle"" the 1':("0 Ihat in fifty 
out of our eighty-l'i~'ht el('('tnl':d di"ll'iet", til\' I'll !'a I ('1I1t...;titneJ1(·i(·,,; 

hardly inel'l'a,.;l"! at :dL alltl all :tll:ti,\'..;i..; 01' til(' ('('11";11"; will 

show that a Y('I,\, lal'~'" pl'Opnl'tinll tlf the illl't'(':I",', \\'hel't' it 

did take plaec, wa" lint ill th,' to\\'II"hil.-.. but ill the town..; 

and yillage,.;, In I;II\\'c[' Callada it i,.; well kllown thC'l'l' \\'a..; hal'dly 

any innea,.;e at all out..;ide of till' eiti\'" of f~II('ll('(' and }fnlll!'\'al. Ir 
any honourable g'l'ntkllll'1l :11',' ,li";l'0,.;(,d tl' :I";"\'!'l that the l'l'a"l) I 1 fllLr 

people haye fOI'..;akl'!l lilt:' rural di,.;triet,.; \Va" I'("::ln"" then' was no 

more room for them tlll'l'l', 1.,'(,:111",' the fel'tik ('llUntry \\'a..; entil'dy 

oecupied and we,ll C'llltiyatcd. 1 mlL,.;t 1"''';I)('I'/I'I''ly di"sent fmlll that 

proposition, I sa,\' there j" amplc roOIl) in nnr rnl'al di,.;tri('(". and it 

would in many ca"l'''; II\' a 1110,,1 l'rofitabk diYcr..;joll ot' ollr (':ll'ital all.! 

labour to send them to tilt' ('o\lut]'.\" ttl ,'ultiY:lt(, it l,e'ttcl' tll:lll it is 

tilled at presellt, and I e:I1'II\-,,,tl<\' l'l'I'I)ftlllll'lld that '-'"1/1'"\,, !lPt Olily to 

some of my hon, friell,b, but t,) t\](' 1'1'IIpk they Sl'\'l'l'ally l'qln~"'ent. 

I do not deny that thl' poliey of tIlt' Fllit('d St:ltl'S may have tihkred, 

and perhaps con:-;idcmbly tc.,.;tcl'cd, ,-,ertain special incillstrie..;, I thillk 

this exceedingly likely, It WO\lld "'~ :l gT('at womh·l' if; afkl' the 

enormou,.; tax they ha\'c infiie(e,l Oll thclt1"uln'..;, they had not done ";11, 

but I doubt very much I\'ltl'lll\'r tlll):-;l' indllstl'i\'" arc wurth wllat they 

cost to the people of thl' United Statl's, and I r\onhl..;till lllore whether, 

if they had adopted a IIlUl'e l'atiQlI:l1 pulicy awl kt their manufacturer' 

severely alone, the.r would tlllt have hl'l'1I in quit\.' as l'l'O::ll'l'I'O\l" ft 

condition as we, now find them, I beli('n~ th(· peuplc uf the Unikd 

States have harmed themt'elw,.; a g)'eat deal II,)" the jll'l'ulial' policy 

t.hey have adopted, r do lIot at all mean ttl !l\"I.Y that thl'Y han'. at 

the same time, hannc(l ll"; ('oll,.;iill'l'ably. I have pointcd out ::levol'al 

reason::l which lead me to believe that if n gl'cat depression prl'Yai I..; 

in the United St:1tl,~, bCC'flll~e of oyer pr()lludinll tlit'l'l', it mn..;j r(':tct 
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wry disadvantageously on l)eople who are engaged in the same 

oC'l'upations here. I regret that this is so. I desire, if I could, to 
remedy it; but when we arc a:-!ked to deal with a peculiar 
exigent'y, affeding any indll"try Ol class in this ('(jll11 try, we must 

('uu:-;itiel' what etfed. ntll' adioll "'ollid have upon the bulk of our 
population. Of eOUI'"e the al'tioll uf'the Cnitel\ .'-'tatl'" iM ad'·erse to 
OHl' "eJI"e of thil' play, alld a" I'eganb ,\ nwrie:ln malluftletHl'erl', my sym­
J,athil'" arl' entirely with 0111' OWll 1'('01'11.', It i" IlJHioul,tl',lIya hurd:jhip 
they "lioulli 1,(, l'xl'lllIled from tIle markl'h of the "Cniteu State", while 

(I Ill' taritf cllal.!e" .\ IIwricm, manuthdllrel'" to l'OII1],cte with them ill 

onr", 01', a" it i" l'alled, r;lall:.!·htei' thcir!..(o(),b; ),lIt J douLt if the fact 

that t tll' .\ merieam; have dOlI\' thl'Ini'Ldn'" awl 0111' }ll'ople a great deal 
of harm, i" "Ilffkil'nt ground 1','1' :I"king the (;"VerTimcllt of this coun­

try to illfiil't a la"ting injury 1)11 the people, ~()W, "iI', I am '1fl'aid I 
am tiring the patil'Ill'I' of the lIon"e, (Xu, llll-g") I)l.). Altnough I 

don't 011 u:jlwl ol'ca"joll:-; make mu('h U"C of "n'ap ~'""k.;, 1 wOll1d claim 
indulgem'e while I read a few l'l'nult'k" from an eminent American 

1'n1'I.'1'. It i" alway" well to "l'l' "llJ'''I'ln'" as others :-;el' U"; and there 
m'e "mill' thing" in the :\1'1 ide J have bdol'c me, which I think wo may, 
without :lJIY hnrm, ('(lnsidel' :t little, Till' ul'til'le j" lll'wied .. Protection 

in Cannda," nnt! i" a" t;,llow,.:: 

".\ recent r1is('u~'ion in thp ,';lnndian Parlialuent "how~ tllat· there ,., a very 
formidable movement In tlw 1l001lillioll to ~'l re,"i~r: thl'lr r.-\ pnue tariff laws as to 
apply the theory of • prot""tion' to 1 'll.lladian manufac!.uj'('S. Hl'~ltl'<ling this move­
ment from a purely s .. lfish .\Jlll'l'iean pOint ofviE'w, 01\(' i~ inf'lilH'd to \l'1I<h that the Pro­
tectionists of Canada will "a IT.\' the-ir ,,'hE'me throu!!;h. It. will be lal'!!;l'I,v in the interest 
of tIll' ellited Rtates (JO,"")'llnll'nt to IUn'e sueh a s.\st em of hi~h t aritf duties adopted in 
Canada as will pla.<'E' the t \\'n ('ount ries on all "'lual footill)o( i II thIs I'{'~pt'et. As it is 
now, Canada has the <il'('ic\",i advantage. The ('anadian pr<x(uet ~ of the farm and 
forest have the sam" fort'lgn market as the proclu<'t~ of till' i'nltl'ci Ktat~", The Cana­
dian farmers an,! pl'odu('ers get, a,.; g')o,l prie,'" ahroad as Ih" farnll'rs of Xew York, 
~('w England, Penll,.vlvania, and Uhio, and bp\ter 1'1'1<'(''' tleall tIlC' farmers of Illinois, 
Wi~eonsin, Iowa, and ;\linneRota, heean~e the latter an' fllrtlwl' rl'moved from the 
European markets, and han' to sacrifice IIlore' in th,: way of tl'an."portation, At the 
i;ame time, the Canadiall~ are able to "nreha,,' a II their manl1fal'ture(\ goods at from 
2Jto40pereent, less than the people of the United ~tatC's, O\\'ill~ to lh .. ahsenceof the 
protective element from their tariff. This ('jrcUlll~lance hn .. developed a gigantic 
liystem of smuggling all along the border from ;\[aine to Oregon, which amounts in 
the aggregate to perhaps not less than $2.j,()()(),(H~1 annually, If the manufactured goods 
in Canada are placed on t.he same plane in the way of tax as the manufactured goods 
m the United States, this amount of money will be saved to .\.merican shop-Jteepers 
and:manufacturers, and thtl vicious and demoralizing custom of smuggling will be 
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checked to that extent. As long, therefore, as the United ~""a{('s are eur!;cd with a. 
species of robbery known as 'protection,' it is to our intl'I'''~L that Canada shall be 
sImilarly cursed, In order that the Canadian farmers and people generally shall be 
compelled to compete on "'1ual handicapped terms with th"ir IH'ighbours on this ~ide 
of the line, and that the enormous ~muggling bUsiness shall l,,' "topped. GoYernment 
loses several millions lL yeal' of re,'eI1l1" fl'om til!' ('yasion of till' Custom House duties, 
and our shopkeepers, and tailor', and manufaetllr<'rS are deprived of many millions 
of dollars of demand fOl' th<'ir good,-, \\'I,,'n till' Canadian t al'itf is advan('eLi to the 
beastly high If'v<'I of our' pl'Oteet.i\'e' 1'I'lIshil1l!; machint', tI", natural advantages of 
the United ~tatt·s will "lIahk 1)111' dC'alers and manufact.III'!'I" not only to secure the 
"trade they now 10l<e, but tos"11 11101'e :":'''"h In Canada thal1 at I'1"'"'nt,, a.s l'\'('rything 
will beCOlllt' dear aIHI high I'I'it-l'd nYl'r ther(', I'XI"'pt a~l'ielilt lira I products, lumber 
and fish, 

"At the same tim .. , while fi:..:htilll!; to rid this 1'011111 ry of thl:' inl'lIbus of prot<-ction, 
it would be unfair not to "X~lI'-I' thc r."ly and st.upiLiity which 11:1\1' prolllptl'Li some of 
the Canadians to ~eek a repetition.,f 0111' own Lihast rous ex\'l'rit·llt·.·. This n.·\\, Illove­
ment on their part is prompted by the ""('ent tillaIH'ial dl:'pl'e"ioll ill Ca.nada, which 
has been falsdy attribull'<\ to the tiiHl'rcllee in the tariff laws 'Jf the two countries. 
The fact that this is not tl'lH'way h" readily demonstrated hy a ,'olllparison between 
the foreign trade of the two "t)untril·~. TIlt' ('Ilil<·d ~tates, wit h 11, population of 44,000,-
000 souls, have a foreign 1m-in"" amollnting, in round figures, to tit ... following state­
ment:-

Imports",,' , 
ExpoI,ts, 

Balauee in gold 

, , ,$6UU,lliIO,OW 

t.:!"-),IH)'I,IHJO 

:;; ;,'),0:10,000 

The imports and exports of ('anada, with a population of only 
~,OOO,OOO, Wt're as follows in the year ending .JUIll' :;11, lii.,):-

Imports" , 

Export.s, , , 
Goods ~muggled into the United ~la1l'," .. 

Total expor(, 

Balance, 

...... $ 77,~},n7H 
.. . . . .. 2i,UI)O,uot) 

.. $ lU,';JI,6i8 

The following shows tl,,· healh lllldr·]' which the I'xports WPI't' l'ilidly made. with (h" 
'Value of those export.s:-

Produce of the millt', 
Products of ti,e ti~heri(", 
Product.s of the fOfCSts 

Animals and provision~, 
Agricultural proLiuct s 
Manufactured goods 

. ......•....... 

.$ :3,S7)-;,0050 
,~,:)SO,')~7 

:.?-t, 71-:1, is() 

1:!,iIMI,.-,o7 

17 ,~-,r),:~).~ 

2,:''!l3,UlO 

.. This only includes the' registered proLiucts which an' !'xport,'d, and does not 
include any of the cheap f.)reign goods smuggleLi into the Ullit.~d Btatl''', SUl.'l1 as silks, 
satins, laces, velYets, shawls, ladies' toilet artioles, jewellery, hrnaLi<'loths, clothing, 
underwear, fine cutlery, '1ueensware, and a thousand other thingf; whkh are imported 
into the Dominion at one-fourth to one .. sixth.the Ameriean (aritf taxI's, 
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"The foregoing figures show that Canada, with only a million more people than the 
State of Illinois, and not ~o m:my as the :;;ta te of New York, has a foreign business 
about one-fifth as In n.r" as nil t he United Stu tes, with eleven tim~s as many people. 
and natural resource's infinitely SUIll'l'ior, The Dominion is almost destitute of thus(' 
great and ess('ntial elements of ~tl'ength anti development, coul amI iroll; nelther has 
~he in quantities which pay for W'orl;:ing .';I\('h minerals as gold, silver, lead, copper. 
:r.inc, or mercury; her peU'oleum w"II~ a 1'(> little b,·tter than (It'lusions, (I do not (Iuite 
agree with this, I ma.," remark); and shr· h wholly lacking in those rkh, agricultural 
stapleR of cotton, corn, tobacco, Sll~ar and riee, Yd the extent. of her ~hipplng aUlI 
COlnnlel'Ce, and the vahlp of her surplus pr<"ltwts, are truly ro:markabk for a country 
of so scanty population an,1 restricted natural l'('SOllrceH, 

"Thc r{'ason for thi' lar!::",' commercc and the pro"lwrity of her farmer~, in spite of 
all the natural disa,lnllltages, is simply becanse Canad:~ has had a tariff averaging 
only about 12 p{'r cpnt., while tl,(> lTuit,'" :-itat"s has had a taritfavpraging 4.~ per cent" 
01' four times :lS ml1l'h, The I 'nunda tariff has 1'('en a tariff 1'''1' revenue only; the 
{'llitcd :-it a tl's tariff has 1,E'en a tn riff for protection-against COIlHlltlCrS, 

.. It Is "hsuni in the rULE' of til is silUwing to "'aim that a prokcli ve tariff will be of 
any benefit t" Canadn, especially to her farmers, and lumhermen, and fishcnnen, It 
is true that thl"'t' has I""'ll a decline in th,· valu!' of the commerce of the Dominion 
during the last year/hut Ihe\'l' was a marked increase every year up to IS71, The 
falling off of th,' la.,1 ,\"'~lI' has amounted tn about 10 1"'1' ccnt" but. it can all be 
accounted for by tht' """linp in IJl'iel"; there 11:1' been no decrea.se in tile bulk of the 
trade, But this failu ... · 10 maintain till' ratio of iucrease in t Ill' past has been owing 
siInply to the cOIll1l1"rl'ial <I"I'I'I"'il)n that has pl'I'\uil<'" throughout tlIl' entire world 
and wit h 'pecial ha nhhip ill til!' {'nite,i :-it" t,·" Callada's Ilean·,t neighbour and chief 
('ustom"I', The gl'll<'l'al <I"pl"'"ion in thh {'()untI'Y was "rought about directly by the 
two ('vil~ of nvel' prot"dioll and nn intl:l!l'Ll irretlc"IIHlblt, C'urrenc.1". Canada hn.~ 
suffered infinitely le,..~ tI,an the {Tnit"" .";Ifll<',.., .. \, to allY other ,lifference in favour of 
111(' {'nit,·" :-it:Il,'"" il.lIl11,..t 1 ... lonked \<,1' in th,' enormous Ilatural advantages possessed 
hy this (,OUlltI'Y, Hl'annda 1'0""',.,(,,, the ri<-h and v"sl deposits of eoal and the great 
lllouutaills of iroll which tht' {'nit"" :0;1[11,·., ilavC', and if sh{' were blessed with a 
('Ihnat .. that would grow eOI'll, (,,,1 ton, tobaeco, sugar, l'i<-e, peaches, grapes, and 
oranges, t he <Ii fferenC',· ill h"r tariff l:l\\,., wOllld ella ble her to completely outrun the 
{:nited :-it:ltes in '·()Ill111,'rCeallllmauuf:lI.tl1n'S; but these natural disadvantages cannot 
I,.. offst'l, but will only he ill"""~I"'" hy the ndoptiOIl orthf' prote(,/ion fall:wy, 'If, 110w­
I'v,-,r, Canada desiJ'l's nn ('xp"riellce of her own in thh 1'f"I,,·et, an,l is not ,atisfied with 
ours, let her t.ry the experiment a nrl .'i'" how It work"," 

HOll. )11', TFPPI·:r:-Wlw I\'l'l,lt· it. ;(1,<1 what \';q'CI' I" it'~ 

HOll, )1r, {'}dtTWHI(iJIT--lt i ... the ('hieu,!.:'/) ,. Tl'ii>lllw," ~j,;t Fc!Jru­
my,li'j'li, 1.("", 111.,-111'1" fri"lId ll]('all t(, ill-.illll:ltl,that r ,,'as;t part,rt(. 

'Hitinp: that :lrtielu't ha,'u 110 "1j('1, inflIlCIl(',' Iln'l' that influential 

1'al'('I', the (,hi(':I.~II "TI'i 1.,lIne," \rl' han' had pm,,/' CI](lll,gh in the 

,';u'ious dl'l,at(·" ,,'bi('I, linn' \,I'l'I·(·ded tlli" di""'lI""inl1 (d' the g'l'cat 

di\,l'l'"ity ofopillil>ll wl,i('h I'I'l'\'ail-. with rdi:I'l'lll'l' to tlli ... lIln"t import­

ant f'lll',il'C't. It i" lIatllrnl ('I'(lll~'I, that tlll'l'(, "IIould be Ji\'el'~itr of 
('pilliun; and :111 ] will "a,\- on that ]ll>int i" thi ... : Th(' (~()\el'nmcnt have 

felt it their dllty til !.;'i,'c their llH),t :t1,xiol1'" attl'ntioll to all manner of 



35 

evcidencc, and, to weigh every kind of. illiol'mation which has beon laid 

before;~them. W' e do not desirc to eOBl'cul that the rCt'l'on!;ibility 

that rests upon u,.; is most gnlYe. 'We don't dt'sil'e to l'onceal that the 

result ,ye have arrived at has been attained ],,)' anxious, lll'ot.raeted 

deliberation, :l"i to whether we ('onlJ. at OlH'O reliev(, 011t' lll:lllUfhl't lll'I']''', 

and yet do .inc-tice to t.he other l'ortiolls of the people. Hllt when we 

are asked,:t'" we are nnw asked, fur radi,:al I'han~t·s-\.'h:tII,!..!,'t'S wllieh will 

affect our whole :'-,\'stelll and policy~ Jlnancially, politically, c-twially :ll1d 

morally-l say wemay well P:lII"O alld hesitate lJt'ti'J'ewl'l't;\'ersl~wh:ll, 

has beell after all the uniform policy uj' all Uovernmcl,ts fiJl' t,,'ellt,r-fivc 

years. '\rhuteYl'l' al',~llml.'llb lila," havI' h'l'lI lIsl'd, it :-;tilll'l'Tnailis the f:lf't 

that the Canadiall tarift' i" SUbstHlil ially a ),,'H'llUe tariff; alld it' we al'l~ 

asked to e!'L'atl.' a high }u'lIkl'tin' tadli', 1 l1llbj, 1'('peat that en'll if T 
have beel! mi,.,tak('lI, in allY ca-,n thl' time I'huson fen" tll(;"e }Jl'Opost'tl 

ellUllges i" llIo"l illol'l,"rtnne. T1Iel'c haYl~ l,cen, as wc kIlOW, yiolent 

di"tlll'baIIlT" in ti':l,ll' :llld in YaitH'''', rendcrin!-!,' it alJnost iWJ'o"siblc til)' 

tlI\y llIall. 110 lIIatte[' huw ex l'l'ricne-l'd 01" how "kilful ill ('olllIHcl'cial 

mat tel's, (0 l':-timate with allylhill.!; like al'l'Ul'[LCY t1le euu";l"lUl'lll'e" that 

would flow ij'om all." l'w.tical 1';j,UI~(" in the tariff', "'e arc not at all 
ill a w!l'mal e-ullllition of ali'ail'''', \Yl' JI:l\'l' 1'lltIl'lllOUS l'llgag-clllt'n(:o; 

whit'll will tax all our l'e:o;UUITl'''' to l'lIallle u" to fulfil thl'I1J, aud some 

ofwhkh it will 00 out lit' our 110\\'l'l' to fultil in any sh:l}w; :lnd if oyer 

the onus wa,.. thruwn oil gcntll'lllell asking je)[' radie-:tI e-halI~('S ot'e,.,tab­

li!';hing a VCl'fectly clear ease in their own t:IYOUr, I :-;ay the OllUi"l is now 

thrown upon tllOse who :HhocaLo a high protcctive taritt'. Ld thew 

eOllisider ful' one moment what they ask ihis GU\'el'lIl1ll'nt to du. rrIwy 
w:\k u~ to tax Ilillctccn-twentieth~ of thl' pupulation fur tin; I"ake or ulIe­

twentieth. I am quitc aware t1lcl'e is L'ulIsideraLlc mi:-;uIHkr"laIlJing 

and misappl'chensioll un this puil) t. J am IL ui to awal'e tLat mall.'" gt'll-

,iiemen, looking:;imply at the ordinary :;lati,.,tit:~ furnished I,." lbl~ l·CU.,lh 

returns, believe that the manutltdlll'ing illtercst:-l l'ep,'c:-l:1I1 tlll'ce OJ' 

10lli' time:; a~ large a pcrcentage:1.::\ 1 h~tye stated, But if the~e hUlI­

oUl'able gCl1tlemcn will take the trouble to examine thc.;c I'durll:.> 

minutely, they will find that of the 200,000 or thereabouts Hct down 

a~ engaged in industrial pUl'suits, probably 75 per Cl'nt. must be 

taken as not concerned in the protective movemeut, and that 

only the ~umb.e:r I have named are l·eally to be considered a:; hI. any 
3 
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way interested in that direction. Of our industrial population' at 

lea:;t 40,000 are engaged in the lumber trade, and to them a high 

tariff would be no sort of advantage, but rather a serious impediment, 

a:; tending of necessity largely to increase the e,}~t of pl'oducing lumber. 

The illdustrial cl:t",::, a1",0 comp"i"e:-; 10,000 01' l~)OOO blacksmiths, 

engaged in serving the agl'icult.llral population; and a YCl'y large 

number of carpenters. and innnm~'l'abJe Olllel' trades of similar 

chaJ'acter. Far lIe it from me, llUWCyel', to dClly .ill~ti('(' to a 

a lI1inority. But on the othel' hUlIll thf>l'C ll1U"t bc the mo~t 

iml'emtive necessity llemoll~tratL"l to I..'xi,t beji})'e we C,tll think of 

I'o;tl..'l'ificing the p1'o:"l'e1'ily of l1inct\o,,'Il-LWt'ntietll'" of tIl\.' p"l'"lnti'J}l 1br 

that of 8l1<:h a small minority. ~\.lId ",ItClL t11\':-e ,:..;ellllelnclI alJege that 

this i:-i a :-;Laughter market, and tll:lt ~\.IILe]'ic:lII lltallUfhdlu'crs make 

b:Lcl'ifk(':-i jill' the sake of' "'l'llin,~' IJ~r,-" I do not pl'ciell,L to deny that 

1.hi:; aggranlte:-. the ca,..e uf UIlL' m<llluf:l('flll'l'I''';; hut I may state 

that the evidellt'l' lai,l oeii)!'" u'.., d()t',~ Iwt '-",':lI' out tlll,ir :l;-.''''Cl'tiOili'S, at 

allY rate, t., anything like t1IU l'xkllt ttl \\'hit'lt lllt'y h:rn~ been made. 

There is 110 d/)ubt that imJ1wdiai..Jy til!' (,,,,,1 .,f' l'!'II,lul'tiull ill America 

became cheapened there wa>l all illcl'l':I'l' ill tilt' 1lIll!tl'l'I' of articles 

1Il'01lght into thii'! country, ::tlld tll:t! tlli,.. Cil'l'um.4anl'l\ altJI'mgh advull­

tageOll:i to the bulk of "1I1' peuple. llid ]11'('"'' ,,,ith ~l'nwjly Uil a eet'tain 
portion oj' IIUI' manufuI'lUl'\'I':<. Hilt thel'(, i" aL,!) nu drlllM that a ycry 

cOIl:,lidel'ahll~ number of OUI' m:l1lt1Lll'iIll'('I':-;, embl'aein,!..i' three 01' foul' of 

the ml)~t important trade",. amI l'1I1} ,lu~'ing a Y(']T large proportion 

uf tJw lIund'l'I' I have mentiuned u:-; de"i ring' lll'utuc( i 011, do 1l0t dread 

A\.lllCl'ican cUlllpetition at all, hut are afl'ai,l uf Bl'itj"h manuthetnl'el'tl. 

J .. nd thi!-; i" a point which the Hou"l' ,yt)ultl do \Vell U, Leal' in mind­

that a good deal of the ..:\.mcl'it.'un cumpetitioll i~ 1I0t the competition of 

American with CUlI<lclian iw.ll",tl'ie". but ~\Ulll'I'i,'an with British manu­

iiLetu1'el'R, the Canadiall ton"ul1wl')'l'ing lJenditted oy the operation. 
)Iol'tH)YCl', we Jnllst recollect that when, a" ba", been the eH"\e recently, 

thol'e ha" been a very large reductiull in the (Lemand for al'ticles offoreign 

productioll, there will naturally be a large l'edm'tion in the demand for 

home manufactures al~o. 'When the i'itatc of thi11 0 '8 is i'iuch that we find , ~ J 

that the importation of articles in the 1 i! per cent.li>lt (which contains 

the bulk of the articles with which our home manufactures come into 

competition) is reduced in six months to the~mount shown by the 



Tl!ade and Navigation Returns, We must ronc1ude that it is only natu­
ral and inevitahle that ther(' :-hould he a ('ul1Riderable reduction in the 
total demand for the Jaitcl' :tl~u. It mll"j he fLU,thor borne in mind 
that were we to imll.,,..(, a Jli.!.:,·J. tal'itl' we would h:we to impoRe a high 
tariff all round; all1l tbt it' " ... impn"e a Ili.!.(h tariff all roun(l it will 
aRsuretlly utftlei, awl :llll'd i:II';.!,L,ly, Ule g'('l\L'l'al (''',,\ of production of the 
very manufacture" wlli,'h are thu,. protected. This effect h:1"; been 
prOU1H'C'll time and ;l'-.:.·:Iill and i,.; actually the case at this moment in 
the Unitl',l State..;, whe:l' many of the ald .. ·"t manufacturer.; are ('Oll­

vinced, from the exlVlli tn which tbe co"t .,1' pl'nduction has iw"!'('a,.\,d 
from thil" ('an~l', that 1l1('~' would 11(\ ahle to manufaetul'e more ebeaply 
and make more mOlll'" .ii' tll("- hafl tIle tariff reduced to somethin<r like • .. b 

an equality with om". Tbl']L' j ... no interest in this country whil'h 
more llet'l·rYt·~ the b"(I1ll"alllc~ consideration of the Govet'nmt'lit than 
the lumber intcreRt, and I haye not yet reeei,ed one demanrl till' pro­

teetioll fnJlll tIll' ahle· an,l il1tL'1li~('nt ropn'"cntutivcR of that inolH .. try 
in this House. ·Whethl'r it i~ to ('ome or not I do not know; but thi~ 
much I may nb"o],H', that tILl' imposition of a high tariff' wouln cel"­
tainly affect tlJem YC'ry ~(']'iOll"I.r, and th:tI those who are engaged in 
that great incln:-;try Ila\"(~ an inte),(,,,t in t Ilis matter quite apart ii'om 
that of the pCJ'"ons who al'<' now demand ill!!.' an increase in the tariff. 
It may lIe well to remind fiome of my honourable friends that if we 
were to undertake a gell<'l'al and thol'ou~h revision of the tariff we 
might find it ll('('c..;~ar." to do a little levelling down as well a:-: a little 
levelling up.· They must ro('ol1ed that there al'(' :-:eycl'al very import­
ant artiele~ on whieh the t:lI'itt' i.; at pre:-:l'nt all but prohibitory, and 1 
must caution them that it mj,~·llt l,e Cx('cl'clingly difficult to get the 
Legislature to avoid the eondusion that there was no rmtROn for eX('(']I­

tional favour being' "llown to the prodm"'I's of those articles. Up to 

the present time our tariff has \I('('n sub"tantially a revenue tariff, hut 
it is noteworthy t1lat as our country grows older the tariff, even if un­
altered, tends ahya~7" to he('nnw more pl'otcetive, :111<1 that a tariff 
which a fow years u!.(o might ha,-o a(hnitted fOl'ei.!!,'ll articles freely, 
may, with the growth of the eonntJ'Y, ])(,('01111' pl'ollillitory in a "hOl't 
time. Then we Ilan' to C'1J1J:-:it\(,1' a litth~ the rate of tll(' taxation whidl 

the people of tbiR ('(1111 It 1',\- at pl'c"ent lah01lt' nndl'I', ~\'" ('om pared will. 

that which prevaib ill other countl'ie", and e"l'l'l'inlly ill many oth!,'t' 
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. colonies, the r~te in Canada is low enough j but taken per se -......conBid~ 
ering the fact that ~ population of scarcely four millions are obliged to 

"ai~e l'H'I'Y ),(';[1' $33,000,000 or $24,000,000, to defray the expenses of 

the Dominion (}overnment alone, il'n'~l'cdiyc of what they nnmt con~ 

tl'ihuto fil!' municipal pUl'po~e~-we mu,.;t he n'IT eUlltiOlHI how we 

ill!'l'l':l'" tIll' hU!'dell fllrthcr, En'r}, fhmily in Canada ha" to pay fl'lIm 

~~;) to ~::n toward meeeting th(' expflm;e incurred in their behalf hy 

thit' L·:ci~latul'e. Thnt I'epn'~ent" I'lomething not VI'!')' fnl' fi'om the 

\:t1l1l' lit' a lIlonth's labuur, and that, though it e~n be bOI'11o, j", a "eve!'t' 

d nt wI ':H'k 1111 the productive pow!'1' of th i" toun t1'Y. I am (':tnti()n~ 

('/l()Il:.:;II-'·()II"'t'ITat jyC enough, if my hon, friend likctol-to regard PH'I'Y 

ill<'I'l':t"" ill taxatilll) :1:-- a pO"iti\'" l'\'il in it:-;elf', If we 1l1lve to imp!),.;" 

ariolition:ll taxation, it IllU"t be fill' the henetit of the 'whole ,'ollntr,,, fot' 

the jllll'pC)"e .. I' mailltaining the pU]Jlic t'I',·olit, 01' ealTying on the public 

w/ll'b in ",hi,'11 w,' m'e engaged, 'rhi~ i~ practically a que"tion of CI)"t 

and come til, and it i~ a.ltlo, to a c'('I'bin extl'nl, a qnestion of ('onve­

lIiell«"', rl'It"otT np:ll'L there al'c "('I'Y II'\\' ot' II'; who wonld o]).i('d to a 

1ll(,d"l':l1ely low I':lk "I' duty, lIr would ('are lllul.'h to be fbund opposing 

:1 t:lI'itt', tb'H1:.,d1 in detialJ('" uf f'l'l'C trwk tllC'''I'ic'", which would uring:t 

lat,g'c' additioll to the population of the ('1111 lit 1',)' at a V,'IT mod"ral!' ('n,st 

to the l'l'lnaimil:l'. On the othel' hanel, th,'l'e aI'" \'1'1',)' li'w, 1 think, ~I) 

"lIthll-.i:l~ti,' tlwt the" wonld I,,~ will in!!,' to I'lubmit to :t hi..,h rate of J ~. b 

duty if it 1\ a-. deli1(tll-.tt':ltl·,J t" them that it would make but a ~mall 

addition til the numl"'I' of the P""ple, \\'b:lt the "')(llltIT lIeetl", at pl'e~ 

H!'lIt j" mol'" time, It is umlouiJtc'dly in a dl'pl'e-'''ed c'nnditioll, but a 

('onditioll ,yliith, I Iwli"Yl', 11IIk,,, -."1111' further di';:1"tel' 0\'ertal\:e8 us, 

",ill I .... 0111,\' 1eml")I':tI'Y. I ha\'" point,',l out that the!'!' were nnmel'OllS 

,·:tll';l" t,,1' that ,,(ate of dI'1'1'I"'"i,t11, and that they were l'au",es over 

which the (;I)vel'nment had III) "''''t oj' ('()IltI'O!. I hayl' pointed ont 

that lllo~" c'all"'l~~ have Jar.,;:,'],\' (·IIlltl'il.ukd to bring about the pl'(\"Ient 

di",tl'C'''''', alld J mayadcl that had We he en more cautiouf! in the past, 

hacl WI' l'f'f'l'ainea from antic'ipating all onl' I'e"()un'e~ :lncl thl'owing 

yalnnbl,' I·"-,',T .. ,.; away, \\'l'mi:.:;ltt ha\'0 l'(,l'lI in a p""itioll to tIT ll101'e 

CXI"'I'illlf'llt-. ill 1"gi-.bti'1I1 than we ('an att',wd t" du jn:-;t now, I ~ay 
tlti" i,.; Jll) lillie ill!' (';<':1 "'l'imclI1.,. 'fhi:-- c'()nnt;~' l""jllil'l's all the revenue 

it,.. pl'" I ,J,. c'a Il \'011 t ri IJIlt.-, and it"" II H II\' :t I i :lll,:'::,'I'lllh thing fol' Hi-. to enter 

upon a l'olil',)' the issue of which no mtUl t':tn at the present perceive. 



'I Beviewing, thel'efore, as briefly a:-; I can, the genernl po~itioll of this 

country, I take it to he somewhat thi:-:: I Ll0 not l,oIiL'\'(' (although the 

eOllll':tl'itSOll ha:; Leen IJften made) that we al'e at all ill :-:0 di.~:l."tl'on:-i a 

condition a~ that in which we weI'(' in 111t' .n'al' If.:j~;. :lild in the yeal'1'I 

which immediately ~lleeeedl·d; in lll~- Opilli();1 I III I' pn'''iticlll j .. \'l·I·.\· mneh • 

Il"';:; t'~l'iOU:-i. The dm:-ie,.: whieh hayc lll'lIlIg'ht a],IIIlL ! tIC V c:oent :,tall' of 

thing~ aL'C clenl' nnd wcll (it-tincll; and t lit')" arc' t:u' I,·"" likdy to til' 
pel'ln:m ... ·nt than thc (':II1--e:; ,,'llieh. led to tile depl·(' .... ~il '11 (,I' 1 ;.;~)~- -;I ,1t'­
pl·O:-; .... illll ",hidl i" Ill) donbt l·x\:n'i ... ili~' :t POWOl'flil illfllWILl'e ill the 

lllind'~ of the peopll' III' tili" ('()lllltry at thi:-; mOlll<'llt. Lt.:t u:; con:-:irlm' 

what wa~ the ;';late of thin,~:-i at that pel·ind. WI.' Ilad. ill l:-iiif.:. jURt eOll­

ellldcll a period ofYCl'y hr':I'-.'-I'Xpt'II.-1itlll'e I.'!1 mill'''w.!,,,;. <'hil'fly :;uppli,·d 

fl'om f()J',.ign ('ap_al, whieh. a-; ('o1ll11:Ln,d with OUl' l.n':-t'llt r(~~OUl'('et!, 

would hUYl' amounted tt, an expen(lituJ"~ Itt' tWI) or 1 h:",(' humll'ecl mil­

lioll" during the past ti)lll'OI'fh-,· y,.:l1..... 1'1\1']'(, \t,!<\ .d .... " IIt'l'll un incl'ea"e 

ill the priee of~taple :ll'tiele:-iot'pl'n,[I1I·I>. o\\'il1.:':: I" till' Cl'imeull wal', ...... 

gl'eatthutin~l)rne('a:o,'" men 'n~I'e ;ti.\t- to pay fi'l' theil' f:l1'm"withthe 

price ,'e('dYed for a Ring1,· ,n':lI":-i 'TOp. '1'11 i,.. 1('(1 to \\'id"-"PI'l'H,I inflation. 

'Ve do not SL'l' tlll':-<e l'aU:-ie" at work now, I thillk we \\'ill llan', 0/1 tIll' 

whole, but a temporal'Y dl'pl'l's"inll; awl it b tor that. and tlwt onl.\', 

that we will have to p"oddl·. I,d I1S l'l)ll"ilier the f;JYfHll'at.10 p(,jnt:-;. 

We hayc at pre:-;cnt a '·(,)l1I.litioll o!' tllillg- ill ",lli('lI we fill.] Olll' l'xports 

flcareely dimini:-;herl, ,'x"'T" in '-"It' ul'tielt>. "rt • Ilan' :t ful! trl':l:-iIllT' 

W"e twe not obliged til go immeilia1l'ly to tlil' 1~11g';i,h market. Ample 

funds arc proyided fi'I' 1·:ll'ITill,!.!,' 1)11 0111' public \\'IIl'J,~ :11111 met·.ting the 

public debt as it maturl'''. A large P!u·t o}' '1l11' ('xl'l'Il"c'", dl1l'ill[~ tlLL' l'a"t 

two or three y(>:1l'S, a~ I lun-l' l'oilliL'll Ollt. Wl'l'e III' all ,'X('l'ptiollal chal':1t'­

tel', not likely to occur a,~:Lin. I :tlililit. awl alway ... ha\,(l mhnitt.,,1, 

that we had conAidel':t\Jle iuflation fl'Olll 1.";,1 to 1,";'~). 111I t i [ i.., n'I'.\- im­

portant that tho HOll:'lC t;I.onld beal' ill mind tllat :l11l11~ with, alltl 
underlyinrf that inflatioll then' wa,.; :t "'1'1':1 t ulld !!·('11I'ral L,.'rowth o , ,..,.., 

throughout this country. There iH no d,ml.t thlll (Iallwi:I Ita,.; made 

very l'cmarkal)le real pl'ogrl':-i"; during tll(' 1:I,.,t 11'11 ~-('al''';. X" man ('an 

look at our great citie,.;, no man ean aCI1'1:1illt hi/ll~l'lf with thc condition 

of the agricultural population, without ",'('ing tllat ,,"kIt 1 am ":I.,"illg 

in that respect is literally true. I llepcml 011 tllc !,:,'ain of "ix: yenr,.;' 

'gl'owth,toJ bring~us back to the position we occupied in 1871, which I 
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think may be regarded aB a fail' normal yesl'.* I have deliberately re-, , 

jected all abnormal and extraordinary :irowth, and depend on the 
natural growth, whieh cyen in the worst times, and under the worst 

circum~tan('et-!, we have neyer fOllnd fHil in Canada. In dealing with 

this matte!' the GOH'l'llment h:1'-o had to 1'(lJlSidot, very ('ut'efully not 

• what w::ts to the intereRt of any on(' Pt'ovince or anyone class, but what 

was to the intere~t of the whole Hllninioll. In concluding, I ma.y say, 

Hi}', I am eXtl'emely ~oJ'J'y that J l"lYe been obliged to differ in opinion 
with AOllH' fHends whom T vallll~ highly. I admit that there wa~ ('011-

"idt'I'ai,LL' fo]'('e in t be al',!.!,"llIlH.'llt:-. t hey employed; undoubtedly a great 
dual ofdi"tt'.,~~ eXI";(" amf,"p; eel'lain ('Ia"-;(',,, alld in l'ci'tUill part" of the 

1'01lI1t1')"; and I l'l',!.(I'~t \'X('I'I'd i II,!.(I,\' that the Government have not been 
able to sec t hoi I' way to ],l'lion~ this, lj,..t I'~'"", eXl't'pt,at the riAk of in­

fiidill,!.( ultimately VI~IT!.(l'l'at an,t pel'manent injury on the whole 
popUlation of Canada, Althl)ll,!.(h the hard tiull'::i a11'('ct these poor 

people, thl~y also al'e SI'I'ioll"]Y ,kl rillwntal to the Government, and 

1'"e1T adlllinj;~tl'atioll, no lila I t~'I' ,,-llal' ih ovinioll"; may be, must be 
most "iIlI'PI'ely llllxiou~-if il klll)\,'''' how-to rCllJOve such a Htate of 

thing:,. aminl'att' geBeral l,en"e. J"I'JI(Y an,1 prosperity. Sir, we have 
been l'alleu upon for a natinlial poliey; :-;0 fat' a..; our poliey is 

('lllleel'lll'U it i" a poliey of jllstil'e to the whole Dominion, and 

of }latil'IlI'e and eeollom,'- until tllo presopt evil time be over­

pa:"t. Hilt 1 do not Pl'0lJO~l' ti'I' the adoption of the people 
of thi" (,fluntr,)" a }Jfllil'y of \\hidl it C:tll only bo :mitl that it is 
a Rcrvile plagiarism of the \\'O)'st blulldl'r'" whieh the United Statefl 

han' eYl'I' cnlllmitt('d-],Inndl'l'~ of' ,,-hieh I verily I'l'lieve the Amel'il'an 

people :11'0 now I'I'l.enting, :111'[ frUIIl wlii('h I trust that tlw,)" will very 

Hpee.lily :4uecced ill ('xtl'i('atin~ thCIl1"di I''', Tho l'ulicy whieh I hnve 
the honour, on hehalf of the A(lmilli..;tration, to propound for the 

aeeeptanee of thi" Hou..;(· ami the (""lllll',)", 1 de"il'o t,) repeat, has not 

IJeen arl':lngod hastily OJ' incoll~idl'I'akl.r; and if We are wrong in tbis 
matu'I', we ha\'e at least negIl·I'II·,1 II<' ('ii'on, we h:l\'e ..-pare1t no painl'l, 

and we hu\'(, taken all p,)""il,\t.o tl'ollj,k to t'ollyiul'e ourselyc" that we 

were rigllt in the ""lll'Se we h;\y" dl'l'i']{',1 nn. Sil', I have the honour 

to move that yon lea "L' I he "Iwi 1', and that the Houtie do rc"oln' itlSelf 
into Conunittce of' Supply. , 

• Vide for a more <l,etailtld account. of ~rounds for this opip.ioD remarks.quoted.lll 
Appendix.: 
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APPENDIX 
E:ctractedfrom the speech oj .1[1'. ('artlfl'i!Jht, Ilf ,Jlll'IUlt't', Scptll/l/lI'r, 1875. 

I de~ire- now to ~l'('ak of a ",ul,jed mon' l'rildic,dl~' iIni',,,lallt. 1,,'rl':1,,': tl,:tIl:lUI­

I have touched UpOll. I I is important, no tl,llIl,t. to kllow \\ho "n' l'l'inlHri I." l'e'I"'II­
sible for the pr"~,'nt ,LIt<- of thit,;,,:.,: wld,:), i, a llJ:l' 1<-1' fur gnn, '·"IJ:.;icl'·J';Ij i"". 11,,[ 

unfrall;..dlt with alann: IJll\ i[ i" of Ill(lr, , I'r:l<'ti,'al illlport:!IJc'" to hlJ"w II I,at ;..:r(lllwl ... 

I have for saying that w,' .. an fairl." :111,1 hOll,·,tlr, witllClnt ,,1:t.c·ill',:'I,", ;..:r,·at lJlll'll"IJ~ 

UpOIl you, Ineet the liabili!.i,'" "I' ),aY,· :P"Ulll<:<l. 1'1", 'Ill"." i"Ii, UlI'r,·rol'C', is llow' 

f.tr the precaution:> We hayl' tukl'll ar.· likl'l.I' til 1 .. -, :;uni,·j,'"l t" 111"..1 tllC' "lIler,,"IIt·,", 

and I all tlw more ,k",iwll' of l'xJllailliui; tl)C'se filII.,', \"";tll:;e I a III ilJ"'iuc',! t" tllink 

th"rl' i", a tendency in t;Oml' quarkr . .; (,_, ulldnwt" tll"ir Yaill" alld .'~t<'nt. ~l'\\', I 

have nt"ver denied the fad, "''' "lalH"llron"I~' ill,.;i,h',l (lU by tl ... Ol'l,,',-;itioll PfOl'I'I', 

that the taxation We impl's,'cl would han' 1']'"dll"'·c1 III11,.Jl IlIor.' tl,:ll' , "tilUatc-d it 

at, provided thing~ had l't'mailled a~ tlJC'~' W(')'l' in 187;:-~, Their ,,,,tillt:d,'. and I am 

not prepared to gainsay it, wa .... tJ.at the II,·W t'IXI'" "'"nlel ,w,,11 till' ""\"'Illlt' orr (IJilt 

condition to 27 million~, "\"'Il if no ilwr"a.-;,· (""k lola!'!', ami tlmt if traci,' il11l'roy,·tl 

during tIle next year in tIw ;;ame r;lli.-, "'; it had 1""'11 cI"ill,:":' f"r ,,,III" ~.'ar~ hack wo 

would receive no Ie'" than thirty IJiilli"Il'; or th'·J'(·aiJIIlltS. \:I1I,:,pl'i'-" their finall­
dalc:lst),·, if not in air, was at l":1 . .;t I,uilt on a \ ,'ry s:lnd.\' f"lllulatioll, Tlwy were 

wrong in the all-important p"i II t of nd,takil.g all a hllfll'mal iw'n 'as,' for a :;t('aAiy 

g-rowth of prosperity, and still mor,' mJl'l)rtnllab-,ly tIlI',v h.;d 1'I,·d",·c! ll:; to a (,,,licy, 

which would only have b,-,"ll ju~titil'd had th,·il" antiC'i jJatillll< (vide :vrr. Tilley's 

budgd speech) oeen fulti.lkd to the I,ttl'r. X'or lW·. oil th.· othl'l' IHllld, f,'dill;; 

quite as positive that a cil,'ck lJLU~t "',m.', and tLat :;l'l,,'dily, it ],. .• :JIll" a 'Pl"~lilln of 

great delio-acy and dilikulty Ituw litr load" I IIu:.:ht t" ;..:" tl) tilHl a M'Ulld I'asis for my 

calculations. This, at tIJI' b,·"t lould ol1ly be aplJ'(lxiUl:Jt.-cl, ~o 1'l'Uukm is harder 

in a growing country than to d,'Ci(ie authoritatin'ly how much of its progrOti~ at 

any given time is honest, natural growth; how mueh i'litl" tu Ruddell, temporary 

caut>es. And while it was 'IUitl' clear to me that a very cOll~id('rabk over-importa­

tion had taken place, and wa~ taking plalT, i( waR equally l'ertaiu tilat a very largo 

portion of ~e increase of the la~t fl'w ),"ar,-,,; W<I,"; fair ami g,'uuin,.'. Everyone 

knmvs that Canada had o",m reliUcl'd to a ('onditioll of undue d"lll'('.,,,ion by the 

series of disastrous years that 8w"'I'C',led the er"at crash in 1858, and I 

saw no reason for supposing that we could not count on a considerable 

natural growth in the long interval which had l'iaps('d since that period. 

I therefore selected
l 

in my own mind, a year equally rcmote from the 

period of depressioD which -tel'mi:uated in 1867 and the ukeme expa:usion 



of 1873-4 as likely to afford the fairest average for a series of years, and the year I 
chose was the, ordinary, not the fh,cal year 1871. On the years' imports, which are 

nearly as far removed from the minimum of 1868 as they are from the extreme ... _ 

expansion of 187:,:, I thought we might reckon in the main with tolerable security, ' 

ruaking, of coursc, a proper allowance for the revenue to b~ derived from Prince 
E(lward I:;land and BritidlCoJumlJia. You ,dB perceive, therefore, that we alluwed 

a \,.)ry large margin against contiI,,~l·lH;h·~. Not only have we tlecliued to reckon 

011 th.! extraordinary inl'rcasl.· of 18':! and 1873, but we have taken no accuunt of 

tit .. llatmaJ growth which llli;:!ilt pl'l'hap~ fniriy be lookc.l for in the five years from 
18il to 187G, and we Ita\"(' on tit ... uthn ~jtll' allowed one or t IVO very large itelll!l of 

tIll' '·"p'·ll(litul't· to rl'nwin tluredul'cd for the "xl're~:; pu'rpul:ie of compietiIlg a quan. 
tity (Of "mall wurks mLlI afterwards cnttilJg down that "xpcnditure to very much 
~lJml1,'r limih, a, I explained when (liscn~:;illg th .. whule '1uestion of annual expen· 

,litul'" ill l"Y 1,ndg-d HI'''''l'h of 1874, in which I poiutl'(l out that there were good 

grollwb jol' eXlll'ctil1;.!' a \"l'ry Jal';{c l'eduction un the tIl u very important items of 
puhlic work~ o:hargeftLle to income aud tit" expenditure for maintenance of the 
GO\-,'rJllll.'ut railway,,; l'l'o"i,k<l al\\'ay~ tlmt thOl-;C' ruads Wl'l'e put in a condition of 

thoruugh repair onl.'l' fur nil. In ~l<urt, lmt fur thc uufurtunate mi~take eummitted 

iu 1873 l,y our a"1Imi'tivli 1)[ tilt· l'r'" int:ial debt~, and l:iomc other pieee:,; of extra· 
va,~m ... " of n lik,,' <.:harackr-wltkh, YOlI will do llH.: the justice to rcmember, I 
oVl'oHl'd tv till' Y"rr utIlw~t uf my po" l'l'-I would feel very little feal~ of any con· 
l:ihlt:ntl,!,· ddal.-ation ill our income ill allY eYeut. As it is, that final ad of impru. 

,I.'"'''' I"" ';',1;lillly lkl'riy,,·<.l 11.'; of a llio~t valuablc lI.',,_-rn: lin which we could 
<'f III:n, i,,' ]';1' l' iallell 1 ,~,('k. Nul' is it easy tu uuder~tand ou what principle the 

lat<· UUWl'IIlU('ut w"n' ju-l ilit-d "\,,'U ill tlwir own l'ye», knowing a~ they did th~t a 
ddj.-it was ill," itable. in ·tlllt>; ,,-antunlyaggravatin!; the difficulty of meeting our 
already cllorruuulS euga:;ellll'ut~. 
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