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A COPY of an ORDER, &

By the CommifTioners for executing the
Office of Lord High Admiral of Great-
Britain and Ireland, &c.

‘VHEREAS Captain SAMUEL

GRAVES, Commander of His Majefty’s Ship Danz, was
directed by our Order of the 7th of April, 1780, to take the
Pandora under his Command, and fuch Store-fhips, Victuallers,
and Trade bound to Quebec, or into the Gulph or River of Saint
Lawrence, as might be at Spithead, ready to fail, and willing to
accompany him, under his Convoy ; and putting to Sea with the
firft favourable (*pportunity of Wind and Weather, to proceed
with them as expeditioufly as poffible, confiftent with their Secu-
rity, towards the Place 'of their Deftination j and having feen them
in fafety as far as the Jfle of Bic, or as pear to it as his way and
theirs might lie together, to return to Spithead with fuch home-
ward-bound Trade as might be ready to fail, and willing to ace
A2 ‘ company
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company him from the Ifle of Bie, on the 20th of anber followe
ing; and to call at Galpee for fuch as mrght be there, And
whereas he was diteCted by our faid Order, to be direéted by our
faid Order, to be particularly attentive to the Ships and Veflels
which might proceed under his Convoy, keeping them together
~ by every means in his Power, and giving their Mafters fuch Or-
ders and DireQioms as ke fhould judge moft condufive to that End;
and on no Account to leave them, on pretence of their not failing
faft anouch to kexp Company with him, as we expected that in the
Courfe of his Voyage he thou!d accommodate his Progrefsto that of
the worft failing Ship amongft them,

Anp wHereAs the Merchants of London, trading to Que=
bec, have by their Memorial to us, dated the 13th of laft Month,
reprefeated that they had frequently been requefted from the In-
ferers, who had fuffered from the Captures of their Ships, to apply
to us for E~quiry to be made into the real Caufes of the Separas
tions from the Convoy appointed for their Proteétion. That ha-
ving {ully examined the Maflters of their Ships in the Quebec
Tr:de, they had found them all difatisfied with the above-menti.
oned Lavtain Graves, on Account of his Condu& towards the
Fleet, both on their outward and homeward bound Voyages; and
that focling the Misfortunes arifing from their Jate Lofles, and
from Motives of Juftice to the Infurers in particular, and to the
Nation at large, had conceived it their Duty to fend to us the
Declarations of the Ship Mafters, who failed under -Convoy of °
His Majefty’s Ships Dapz and Pandora, which they were fepare
ately ready to attelt,

Anp
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Avp wHEREAS we think fit that an Enquiry fhall be made,
by a Court-Martial, into the Condu of the faid Captain Samusl
Graves, in refpedt o the outward and homeward-bound Thade,
which failed under his Convov, in Purfuance of our above-men-
tioned Qrder, and that he {hall be tryed for the fame. We fend
you herewith an attefted Copy of that Order, together with the
above-mentioned Declarations, (numbered from 1 to 6), being
thofe the Mailers of the Ships pamed againft thofe Numbers
on the cther Side hereof.  And do hercby require and direét you
to affemble a Court Martial fo foon as the {aid Matters, and fuch
other Fvidence asthe [Merchants may have to produce, fhall arrive
at Portfmouth ; which Court iy hereby required aad direéted (you
being Prefident) to enquire into the Condu&t of the faid Captain
Samuel Graves, 1o Refpect to the outward and homeward-bound
Trade, which proceeded under his Convoy as aforefaid ; and to

try him for the fame according'y,
Given under our Hands, the 2cth of April, 1781,

SANDWICH.
LISBURN E
J., GREVILLE

7o
Captain Charles Wolfeley o Commander of His
Majefty’s Ship Magnanine, and Jenicr
Captain of His Majefty’s Ships and
Veffels at Portfmouth and Spithead,
By Command of their Lordbips.

PHP, STEPHENS
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No. 1. William Boyd, Mafter of the Betfey.

2. John Gibfon, ditto Montreal,

3. Robert Richmond, ditto Fame.

4. Robert Whitfield, ditto  Worfely.

5. Stephen Ingram, ditto Thetis.

6. William Eeatfon, ditto Abercorn,
¢ O P T

At a Court-Mastial, affembled and held on board His Majefty’s
~hip Warfpite, in Fortfinouth Harbour, on Saturday, the-21ft
Day of Apri!, 1781, by Virtue of an Order of the Commiffioners
for executing the Office of Lord High Admiral of Great-Britain
and Ireland, &c. dated the 20th Day of the fame Month, and
adjourned from Saturday, the 21t Day of April, to this gth Day
of May, both Days inclufive, Day by Day, Sundays excepted.

P R E § E N 7.

Captain Charles Welfeley, Commander of His
Majefty’s Ship Magnanime, and fenior Captain of
His majeﬂy s Ships and Veflels at Portfmouth and

Spithead, PRESIDENT.
C 4 P T A I N &
John Macartaney.

Thomas Pringle,
Robert-
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Robert Pallifer Cooper.
Samuel Whitwreng Clayton.
Yrancis John Hartwell,
Hercules Wytorn.
Antheny Hunr,
William Parker,
Samuel Reeve,
William Fooks.
George Whlfon.
- John Howorth.

The Court, in Purfuance of an Crder from the Commiffioners
for executing the Office of Lord High Admiral of Great-Britain
and Ireland, &c. dated the 20th Day of April, 1781, procecded
to enquire into the Condu& of Captain Samuel Graves, Com-
mander of His Majcfty’s Ship Danz, in Refpe&t to outward
and homeward-bound Trade, which proceeded under his Convoy,
in Purfuance of the Order of the faid Commiﬂionérs, of the 7th of
April, 1780, and to try him for the fame ; and having heard the
Evidence, as well in Support of the Charge, as on the Prifoner’s
Defence, as alfo the Defence of the Prifoner, and very maturely
and deliberately confidered the fame, is of Opinion, that Captain
Graves chafed on the4th andsth of May, per Log, but not out of
Sight of his Convoy, That Captain Graves was not cenfurable
for his Conduct on thofe Days. That the Conduct of Captain
Graves, on the 6th of June, per Log, when the Convoy was
attacked by a French Ship of the Line, was proper, and Officer-

like.
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fike. ‘That Captain Graves, on the 7th and 8th of June, per
Log, a&ed improperly, in chafing a Suip, fippefed to be an

D

Eremy, out of Sight of the Ships believed to bea bart of his
Cunvey, inflead of endeavouring (o colledt and re-jomn them.
That the Separation of the Cl =pflow Liig, on the 24th of june,
per Log, was not owing to any Mifconduét in Captain Graves,
who, it appears, was in the EoCy of the Fleet, and wentat uo
greoter Rate of failing than the fzid Brig might have kept Com-
gany; and it does not appear the faid Brig made any fignal to fpeak
with Captain Graves, in order to inform bim that fhe was over»
gra.led with Sail, orunabi: to keep Company. 'That Capt. Graves
is not cenfurable for the Eeparation of the Mary + mclia, on the
rcth July, per Lor, as it appears Captain Graves accpmmodated
is Rate of Sailing to the worlt failing Ship in the Convey ; and
it feveral Circumttances have occafioned the Court to entertain
a Sufpicion, not only of great Negle€t in the Mafter of the faid
Drizsin not payirg proper Attention to Signals, but alfo of an In-
ention to part Cumpany. 1hat the Separation of the Convoy
cifcovered on the 13th July, per Log, upon the Weather clearing
up after a Fog, was owing to the Inattention of the Mafters of the
Ehipsunder Convoy, to the Signal to tack on the 11th, at 10 P. M.
wwhich appears to have bzen properly made at that Time, by the
Dune, and repeated by the Pandora ; and that this Inattention in
¢he Mafler of the Ships under Convoy incvitably threw them out
of a Poflibility ot hearing the fubfeqrent Foz Guns,  That the
Conduét of Captain Graves,onthe 37th July, per Log, in chafing
znd taking an American Pr'ivateer, fo as to lufe Sight of the Pan-
¢sra, and the four Sail remaining of his Convoy, though not un-

juftifyable,
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- juftifyable, was imprudent.’ That Captain Graves having on the
25th Ju'y, per Log, gone from the Convoy between the Ifland
Bona Ventura and the Main, was juftifyable in {o doing,from the fee
cret Information and inftruétions given him by the A dmiralty ; but

" that the Pandora thould have been left with the Merchant Ships,
and that the Dan’s anchoring was occaficned by a Calm.  That
the Detention of the Q_ebec Cunvoy at t'z He of Bic, in the
River of St Lawrence, from the 2¢th October, to the 6th No-
vember, was julifyab's. That after tne Convoy had been difper=
fed in the River of tt. Lawrence, by the hewvy Ga'e of V‘Vihd,
and Spow Storm, on the i November; Captain Graves u{c&
his beft endeavours to rejuin then;  and that he rejoined Seven-
teen Sail of them on the 11thof & fameMonth. That Capt.Graves
is Reprehenfible for not making the Signal to wear, at or about
10. P. M. on the 15th November, as he thereby cccofioned part
of the Ships under niis Convoy, to be feparated from his Care, and
for that he did not take any, Meafures to rejoin or colle& his Con-
voy, during the Remainder of that Night. That Captain Graves’s
Condu&t, from the 24th November, to the 27th of the fame
Month inclufive, was juflifyaole, from the neceflity Capt. Graves
appears to have been under to preferve the Ship under his Com-
mand, on Account of the heavy Gale of Wind, and high Sea.
That Captain Gra.es’s Conduét, on the 1§th December, is repre=
henfible,-for making Sail and leaving the Farl of Abercorn Brig.
That the Capture of the Veflels failing from England for Quebecs
under the/Convoy'. of Captain Graves, appears to have been

owing to thofc particular Separations, whercin Captain Graves’s
B Conduct



Condudt appears not to have been reprehenfitle; and that it does
not appear thar any of the Veflels on the Paffage from Quebec,
homeward, fell inte the Enemy’s Hands : the Courtis therefore of
Opinien, that «he Chargeis proved in Part ; and confidering that
the Evidence of {0 material 2 Witnefs as Captain Perry, in Behalf
of the Prfoner, was not completed ; and that he was deprived of
the Evidcuce of the Secund Lieutenant of the Daaze.  The Court
doth adjudge that the faid Captain “amucl Graves fhall be difmifl-
ed trom the Comir.nd of FHis Majclty’> Ship Danz, and he is
hereby dilisifled from the Command of the faid Ship accordingly.

C. Wolfeley.
John Macartney.
Anthony Fluat,
Thomas Fringle,
W. Parker.
Robert P. Cooper.
S. Reeve,
S. W. Clayton.
William Fooks.
F. I. Hartwell,
George Wilfon.
FHercules Wyl.zorn.
Tohn Howorth,
W. Bettefworth, Judge Advocate, on this Qccafion.

A Copyoattefied,
GEO. JACKSON, D.S.



CoLLEDPGE-STREET, IIth of My, 178}1',

s flE Admiral f27rms me the Sen-
tence was {ent L.orofs to their Loruihins without.any Cupy being
taken; Itave therefore, with biv Avpe bation, incloted you the
Refolutions upon which the Jentence is founded, which indeced
are introduced into the Body of le S-antence, verbatny, e.copt
the formal Varistions necefic:y to scicnumalate them to wic Stila

of the luitter.

As thefe Refolutions contain the clearet Proof that not a fingle
_Ship was loft by any Aét of yours, but on the contrary, that every
Lofs during the whole Voyage was owing either to the inevitable
Chance of War, (as by the French Line of Battle Ship), or the
Mifcondu&k of the Ship Alafters themfelves, in not obeying your
Signals, They contain the completet Information required by
the Application to the Admiralty for the Conrt-Martial; and
thew to what the Lefles which brought on the Enquiry were owing,
and that not one of them was owing to any A& of yours, The
Minutes will allo fhew, that by your gallant Intrepidity, and me-
ritorious Condu&t, on the 6th of June, when the Ships under
your Convoy were attacked by the French Line of Battle Ship,
you not only did high Honour to yourfelf, and the Britith Navy,
but prote&ed, in a moft Officer-like Manner, the Veflels under
your care; and prevented many of them from being captured.

The



The Gentlemen therefore, on whofe Application the Court-
Martial was brought on, will find, that inftead of placing "the
Lo of a fingle hip to your Account, they are indebted to your
great Gallantry and Cfficerfbip, for the Prefervation of a confi-
derable Part of their Property.  They will fee allo how much
they are indebted to your very laudable Conduét after the Fleet
was difperfed in the River of Saint Lawrence, by the heavy
Gale of Wind, and Snow btorm,

1 have only to add, my fincere Wiikes that an Officer who has
difplayed fo much Intrepidity and Condu&, may be again fpeedily
employed in the Defence of his Country.

I am, Sir,

Your moft obedient

very humble Servant,
Copy.

W. BETTESWORTH, Judge Advocate,

+

N. B. Soon alter the Sentence was pafled upon Captain Samuel
Gravey, the Earl of Sandwich, then Firft Lord of the Admiralty,
gave him the Command of the Sceptre, a new Ship of Sixty-four
Guns, coppered, and ready to fail for theEaft-Indies, where he
arrived fome Months before the Commodore, under whofe Com-
mand he left England, and had a diftinguithed Share in Sir Edward
{lughes’s two laft 42ions with Monfr. Souffrein, '
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