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A COP Y of an 0 R D E R, &e. 

e 

By the Commiffioners for executing the 

Office of Lord High Admiral of Great­

Britain and Ireland, &c. 

Captain SAM U E L 
G R A V E S, Commander of His Majefty's Ship Dame, was 

directed by our Order of the 7 th of A pril, 178o~ to take the 

Pandora under his Command, and fuch Store-ihips, Viauallers~ 

and Trade bound to Q:.!ebec, or into the Gulph or River of Saint 

Lawrence, as might be at Spithead, ready to fail, and willing to 

accorr,pany him, under his Convoy; ami putting to Sea with the 

fid!: favourabie ( lpportunity of Wind and Weather, to proceed 

with them as expeditioul1j as poffible, conullent with their SecLl­

rity, towards the Place lof their Deftination; and having feen them 

in rafety as far as the me of Bic, or as near to it as his way and 

theirs might lie together, to return to Spithead with fLlch horn eo 
ward-bound Trade as might be ready to fail, and willing to aCe> 

A ~ «;ompany 
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company him front tr.e IfIe of Bic, on the 20th of OElober (01l0w­

ino-' and to cali at Gafpee for fuch as might be there. And '" , 
whereas he was dileCted by our [aid Order, to be direCt:ed by our 

{aid Order, to be particularly attentive to the Ships and Veffels 

which might proceed under his Convoy, keeping them together 

by every means in his Power, and giving their Mafiers fuch Or­

ders and DirecLons as be Lhould judge moil condullve to that End; 

and on no Account t,) leave them, on pretence of their not failing 

fall: anough to ket:p Company with him, as we expeCted that in the 

Courfe of his Voyage he {hould accommodate his Progrefs to that of 

the wod! [;liling Ship amongft them. 

AND WHEREAS the Merchants of Londof.l, trading to Que­

bec, have by their Mt:morial to us, dated the 13th of lall: Month, 

reprefcnted that they had frequently been requeiled from the In­
[crc~s, veho hod futTered from the Captures of their Ships, to apply 

to us fur Enguiry to be made into the real Caufes of the Separa. 

tions f~orn .he Convoy appointed for their Protection. That ha­

ving: fullV examined the Mailers of their Ships in the Quebec 

Tr~de, they had found them all d&iti~fied with the above-menti. 

oned Ca~;tain Graves, on Account of his ConduCt: towards the 

Fleet, both on their outward and homeward bound Voyages; and 

that f.:c!ing the Misfortunes arifing from their late Loffes, and 

from Mvtives of ]'.!ilice to the In(urers in particular, and to the 

Nation at large, had conceived it their Duty to fend to us the 

Declarations of the Ship Mailers, who failed under -Convoy of • 

His ;l.,lajeily's Ships Dana: and Pandora, whIch they were fepar­
ate]y ready to attefr. 

AND 



( 5 ) 

AND WH ERE AS we think fit that an Enquiry {haH rye made. 
by a Court-Martial, into the Conduct of the (aid Captain Samu::;i 

Graves, in refpeCl: tD the outward and homeward-bound Tlacle. 
which failed under his Convoy, in Purfuapce of our above-men­

tioned Order, and th"-t he !hall be tryed for the fame. VI e fend 

you herewith an atteftd Copy of that Ordcr, together with the 

above-mcntiuned Declarations, (numbered from J to 6), being 

thofe the Mal ers cf the Ships named ag:.linLl: thofe Numbers 

on the ether Side hereof. And do hcrcov require and direct you 

to affemble a Court D.1.utial fa (0011 as the f.lid Matters, and fuch 

other Evidence as-the Uerchants may have to producc, {hall arrive 

at PortCnouth ; which Cn;.Ht j" hereby required and directed (rOll 

being Pdider.t) to enq ,ire into the Conduct of the (aid Captain 

Samuel Gnves, 10 Ref~ed to the outward and h:>meward·bound 

Trade, which proceeded under his Convoy as aforefaid .; and to 

try him for the (ame accorJing'y. 

Given under our Hands, the 2cth of April, !781. 

SAN D W I C H. 

LIS BUR N E. 

J. G REV ILL E, 

To 
Captain Cbarles WolJeley , C6mmander of His 

Majefty's Ship MagnanifJIe, and Jenicr 
Captain oj His Maje/ly's Ships and 
I!ffib at pgrtfmouth and Spitbead. 

By Command oj deir Lord/hipr. 

P H p. ;.) T E P HEN S. 
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No. r. \Vj1iil~l Boyd, Mailer of the Betfey. 

2. John Gibfon, ditto Montreal. 

J. Robert Richmond, ditto Fame. 

4- Robert Whitfield, ditto Worfe-Iy. 

5· Stephen, Ingram, ditto Thetis. 

6. vVilli:uTI l::eatfon, ditto Abercorn. 

COP 1': 

At a Court.ilIa, tial, aifembleJ and held on board His Majefly's 

Ship vVarfp;te, in Fortfmouth Harbour, on Saturday, the'211l: 

Day of April, 178 r, by V irtue of an Oreer of the Commiffioners 

for executing the Office of Lord High Admiral of Great-Britain 

and Ireland, &c. dated the 20th Day of the fame Month, and 

adjourned ffom Saturday, the 2 til: Day of April, to this 9th Day 
of May, both Days inclufive, Day by Day, Sundays excepted. 

PRESENT. 

Captain Charles \Volfeley, Commander of His 

I\rJajeuy's Ship r..-lagnanime, and feniar Captain of 
B is t,'; ajef1:y 's Ships and V dfc:ls at Port[mouth and 
Spithea.J, PRESIDENT. 

C d P :r A INS. 

John Macartaney. 

Thomas Pringle. 
Robert 
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Robert Pallifer Cooper. 
Samuel vVhitwrc:1g Clayto1, 

Francis John HartwelL 
Hercules \Yyborn. 
iinthony Hunt. 
\Yilli.:m Parker. 
S;':'01uel Reeve. 
\Villiam Fooks. 
George yv!l[on. 
John Howorth. 

The Court, in Purfuance of an Order from the Commiffioners 
for executing the Office of Lord High Admiral. of Great- Brit:!lin 

;and Ireland; &c. dated the 20th Day of April, 178 (, proceeJed 
to enquire into the Conduct of Captain Samuel Graves, Com­

mander of Hi, M<ljdly's Ship Dame, in RefpeCl: to outward 

and homeward-bound Trade, which proceeded u~der his Convoy, 

in Purfuance of the Order of the {aid Commiffioners, of the 7th of 

April, 1780, and to try him for the {arne; and having heard the 

Evidence, as well in Support of the Charge, as on the Prifoner's 

Defence, as alfo the Defence of the Prifoner, and very maturely 

and deliberately confidered the fame, is of Opinion, that Captain 

Graves chafed on the 4th andsth of Maj, per Log, but not out of 

Sight of his Convoy. That Captain Graves was not cenfurable 

for his ConduCl: on thofe Days. That the ConduCt of Captain 

Graves, on the 6th of June, per Log, when the Convoy was 

attacked by a French Ship of the Line, was prop~r, aud Officer-
like. 
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!Iii:~, That Captain Graves, on the 7th and 8th of June,per 
Log, aCl:ed improperly, in chafing a SIJil', (IP?di-d to be an 

:[;'(::1)" out of Sight of the Ships l::t:l,neLi wl." a I art Qf his 

C;'l;VCY, inllead of endeavourin~ to c"Ib::! and re.jom them. 

That the Separation of the Cl ~?i1ow [rig, on tice 2.1 ~h uf J unr.:, 
per Log) was not owing t,> any ~,.'JifconduCl: in C~,pain Gr,r;,"" 

who, it appe:lrs, was in d~c: E(;(~y of the Fleet. and went at ,)() 

:;~C'J,:er Rate -of failing than the L:J B~;g mi;sht b:lve kept Com­

p:-!)'; :md it does not "-ppe:lr the [aId Brig mad:! any fi;;nal to fpeak 
with CJpt:lin Graves, in order to inform bun that {he was over· 

f:-~;::::d with Sail, or llmcl: to keep Company. 'I bat Capt. Graves 

is not ccn[urable for the Sqaration of the Mary l, m(:lia, on the 

! cth July, per Lo:"" as it ;]p~-ors Captain G:,"v,;:s accommodated 

h3 Rate of Sailir.g to the worfl: failing Ship in tbe Cunvoy ; and 

t:,::t [evenl Circumiiances La'/t: occafioned the Court to tntertain 

a Sufpicion, not ooly of G"ut NegltCl: in the Mailer of the faid 

tri:;, in not payil'g prope> Attent:on to Signals, but alfo of an In-

1.',[;[[011 to part C,m['my. That the Sepa,ation uf the Convoy 

cJ~ove(ed on the 13th July, ptf Log, upon the Weather clearing 

up after a Fog, was owing to the Inattention of the Mailers of.the 

::'i;ips under Convoy, to the Signal to tack on the I Ith, at 10 P. M. 

c\-hich appea;s to have b:::en properly made at that Time, by tne 

l),;r;x, and repeated by the Pandora; and that this Inattention in 

the Mauer of tbe Ships uncer Convoy inevitably threw them o!:lt 

d a Poffibilit} of hearing the fuhfeq,'cnt Fog Gum. That the 

Conduct of Captain Graves~ on the 17th July, per Log, in cha~ng 

~_:id tab ng an Americ211 Privateer, fo as to lufe Sight of the Pan­

,-, :rJ) and the four Sail rem~injng of his Convoy, though not un-

juilifyable, 



( 9 ) 

juflifyable, was imprudent. That Captain Graves having on the 

25th Ju'y, per Log, gone from the Convoy between the Wand 

Bona 'v' entura and the Main, was juflifyable in fo doin;:;,from the {e­

eret Information and idhuction<; given him by the\dmiralty ; but: 

that the Pandora {bould have been left with ihe Merchant Ships~ 

and that the Dante's anchoring wa, occahcneJ by a Calm. That 

the Detention of the Qebec CUO';"Y :It t',: Inc of Bic, in the 

River of St Lawrence, from the 20th OcLc:;:~, to the 6th No­

vember, was j'.L~ify3.b'e. Tb.lt after ~l::: CO:1VOy had b~en difper~ 

fed in the River of ~ t. Llwrencl', by the J-.cw/ Ga'l' of V"i~cJ~ 
and Snow Storm, on tht: olh Novl'mb~r; Cdpt<!.in Graves ufcd 

his bell: endeavours to rej,:!l ti,,,'n j and that he rejoined Seven­

teen Sail of them on the I A t:1 of ,:l; fame~1 ooth. That Capt. Graves 

is Repreheniible fer not GhLi;lg tbe Signal to W:::::lr, at or about 

10. P. M. on .he ! 5th NQvembe:', as he thereJY GccJiioned part 

of the Ships under ;lis Convoy, to be (eparated fro;:) hi, Care, and 

for that he did not take any MeaL res to rejoin or collea his Con­

voy, during the Remainder of that Night. That Captain Graves's 

Conduct, from the 24th November, to the 27th of the fame 

Month incluuve, was juilityaole, from the neceffity Capt. Graves 

appears [0 have been under to pre{erve th,e Ship under his Com­

mand, on Account of the heavy Gale of VVind, and high Sea. 

That Captain Gr.-:, es's ConduCl:, on the 15th December) is reprez 

henlible, ·fm making Sail and leaving the fad of Abercorn Brig • 

. That the <;apture of the V dTels fdiiing from EngLmd for Q,ebec, 

tltlder the Convoy. of Captain Graves, appears to have been 

owing to thofe parti<:ular Separations, wherein C"lptain Graves's 

B ConduCl: 
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Cond'Jet ~ppe:m not to have been reprehen!i~le; and that it does 
not ap;lear thar any of the VtiTds on the PafTage from QI"bec, 

llOmewarJ, fell into the Enemy's Hands: the Courtis the.efore of 

Opini,'n, t 1,at ,j:e Charge :,: proved in Part; and cordidering that 

the Evide r].:.; ,)1 [0 material a Wi tIle{s as Captain Perry, in Behalf 

of the Pr,foner, was not comp!'~ted ; and tbat he was deprived of 

the E·.iJ,nce of the Seclhld Liellteflant of the Dame. The Cuurt 

doth adjudge tblt the (aid Cd?t"in ~'.1r.lIl~J Graves ilial! be difini{f­

cd trom [he C)mil,~nd of His l\"Ljd~) ':' Sh:p Dana::, anJ he is 

hereby aib;iiTed fmm the COlpmand 0~ the [aid Ship accoru;ngly. 

C. vVolfeley. 

John Macartney. 
Anthon}' f !unt. 

Thomas Pringle. 
VV. Parker. 
Robert P. Coo.per. 
S. Reeve. 

S. W. Clayton. 

William Fooks. 
F. 1. Hartwell. 

George Wilfon. 
Hercules Wyborn. 
Jc'!'n fJoworth. 

"'T. Bette[wor~hj Jedge Advocate', on this Occafion. 

G E O. J A C K SON, D. S. 
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S I ~, 

-'.o'm 1ra,',: . 'nns me the Sen-

tence V\T(lS rent l-~'':~-';-l:r:; to the~;- L0r\~~hir'; \v;thout .111Y CI/ry being 
taken; ~ ~<,-\'e therefore, ",i:!j hi" t-\,.,p,' :',1:;011, incktd .IOU th;;: 

Refulutions upon \~';)ich I.he :::entt,](-e i" fO'.mGt,}, w!J;ch mdeed 

are introduced into the bJJ \ 81 ,,~,;; S'~ "I,le, Ve~b4t '.I, e ,C l,t 

the formal V"riJ.tions nec<:!l.:::, to ::c :'} r ,"." JC:.lCe th~m to ('I(. Sd::: 

(;f the L tter. 

Asthefe Refolutions contain the cleareil: Proof that not a lingle 

Ship was loft by any ACt of yours, but on the contr"ry, thdt every 

1,0fs during the whole Voyage was owing either to the inevitable 

Chance of War, (as by the French Line of Battle Ehipl, or the 

Mj(conduCl: of the Ship l7dajlers themfelves, in not obeying your 

Signals. They contain the completefi Information required by 

the Application to the Admiralty for the Co-rrt-Martial; and 

fhew to what the Lcifes which brought on the Enquiry were owing. 

and that not one of them was owing to any At} of yours. 1 he 

Minutes will aHo fuew t that by your gallant Intrepidity, and me­

ritorious Conduct, on the 6th of June, when the Ships under 

your Convoy were attacked by the .French Line of Battle Ship, 

yoo not only did high Honour to your{e1f, and the Britifu Navr~ 
but protected, in a mof!: Officer-like Manner, the Veifels under 

your care, and prevented many of them from being \:aptured. 

The 
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The Gentlemen therefore, 011 whofe A pplication the Court­

Martial was brought on, will find, that infiead of placing' the 
Lo(s of a Engle ~hip to your Account, they are indebted to your 

great Gallantry anJ OflicerG1ip, for the Prefervation of a conli· 

derable Part of their PI(lperty. They will fee alfo how much 
they are iJJdebt~d to your very laudable Conduct after the Fleet 

,Tas difper(ed in the R,iver of Saint Lawrence, by the heavy 

Gale of \V ind, anJ Snow Storm. 

I have only to add, my {ipcere Win)e~ that an Officer who has 

rlifpJayed fo much Intrepidity and Condua, may be again fpeedily 

employed in the Defence of his Country. 

X am, Sir, 

Your mofi obedient 

very hum.bIe Servant~ 
Copy. 

"v. BETT~SWORTH, Judge Advocate. 

N. B. SOOIl a;ier the Sentence was paIred upon Captain Samuel 
Grave,. the Earl of Sandwich, then Firfr Lord of the Admiralty, 
gave him the Command of the Sceptre, a new Ship of Sixty-four 
Guns, coppered, and ready to fail for theEafi-Indies, where he 
arrived forne Months before the Commodore~undet whofe Com­

PJand he left England, and had a difiing'Jjihed Share in Sir Edward 

i! ughes's two laft /itlims with Monfe. Souffrein. 
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