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ADVERTISE~fEN1·. 

A F J.l\7SHED piffure of King George the Third 
,call only be drawll by 011t: who has liv,d near him, 
and e,voyd the hOllor of /.Jlowlling him pafmally ; 

fitch a wrilt'r 'will be able tomlivell his narrative 
·willl il t,~oufi11ld amiable anecdotes to wbich the 
prifent author has 110 acrefi" Living in the woods 
at a dijlaJlcc from books anJ from li/cror)' ficiet)" 
his jitltaliolt is 110t favollrable for Ihe~colJlprfitioll of 
a work of tbis kind, he is tbcrefolf VI',:v fil!fiUle 
t/Jilt he has not cone jl1lice to a charaffer wbicb 
107:'ri(1' ·will revere. 

Btlt be is induced to prefellt, it, imperfiff as it is, 
:0 tbe in/JeZltants of BritiJb America for fiveral 
iill/J[}rtant reoiolls. The jituation of this COlilltry 
i,! nj/JCff to the Ullited States is .fomewhat critical; 
'we ou/{ht therefore to be prepared for the 'i£}l)ljl. 

And ibis prcparatioJl 'loill be more cheer/itlly lllc7dc, 
'wbCll we recolle8 what preciolls advantages we 
eJljr;)" and to 'l£)bat evils Ollr fit~/c[firJll, C'Uen for a 

jbljrl time, to that unprillcipled gO'l.'2rllmcnt, 'Lcouid 
exp,?p It.,. The ruling party ill the Ilcighbouri!tg 
States thillk it Orthodox to e::eu'ote 0111' COllSti!~­
tiOll {lad to vilify the character of our vcner{ll!e 
flvereigll. L'ls Jlander is more affive thelll trutb, 
tbo!0111ds have 1lfver 1)(tl!'J tbe nam:: of 0111' good 
killfJ' cOllh/{'d witb an)' thillg if:! tJ'nillllJ and op-

o L l' . 
pn/iiOll. E'v<'1l tbe bulk of a'ii" OWll f:rj: 1I,;]/tOll III 

tb,:ji~ cO/C7!;':s, are but VCiy im;)IJc[/~v acquaillted 
'i..£Iitb hiJ' true uJ.lraL1:'T, no,. lo,I'1:e the), ally c/porttt-
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nit) of acquiring the necrffary information. 'Ihir 
tract is intended-to Jitpply, in flme degree, this deji­
cielley, and it is hoped that it will enable them, ill 
future, to judge more correctly of our flvereign, be­
caife it prefillts his true likenefs. 

I am aifo flattered with the hope that tily pam­
phlet, if carefully read, will a.i!!fl ill quietjllg the 
minds if myfillow Jitbjefls, and diJIipate murmurs 
{lnd dijcontmt by proving them totally unfounded. 
Our aged flvereign }lands at the head qf -a c01?fli­
tiol1 'which requires only to be known to be beloved; 
its dflfermt parts are fo harmoniously combined 
and incorporated as to produce the greattjl prjJible 
good ; for it not Ollly itifures the mrfl extf,,!/ive 
civil liberty to every individual, but prefirves all 
the other properties if a good government, dif­
patch,jecrec.l', energy, wifdom and lInion. 

!fOllY Jitppcfe that I have fpoken too hmjhly of 
the American Governmmt, I have no apolr;gy to 
qlfer. It is obviolts Ihat I have chirjly in view the 
dominant faflion, all/ong the people in gmeral, there 
are many illdividt:als if high nj}eflabilit)' and mor­
al worth; religious, humane, hqJPitabte alld frielld­
lv, mell who are all honor to human llatllre. I kJl(.I1.C' 
jcvcral if this exalted character, but the reputatioll 
if the 1h7tioll i.r )inking. 

I have added a number o/notes, flrne if W/.11'c! 
'Loill /;,:fil!lld illtcrffJ1ing. 

f":0Tnwall, Upper Clnada, l7 May, 1810. 



.:\ DISCOITRSE. 

T HE :,ccefllon of his pre[en~ Majd~y to the 
throGe V;J,S .lacnC('J with many pleafing an­

tlcir:ctiol'.~. He 'YJS thc firfi F!!1::c of the illufii'i­
OllS houfe dBrunf,-"ici: bom and educated in £'11;2;­

lhne.. To him our language, em manners and 
cu{toms, our· laws aGd cor:fiitution, were early fa­
miliar, and it was reaf.:mab; y fuppof.,:d that he 
would be more attacI-.~d to his j·lati,.c country 
than to his electoral dominions. It mufl: not be 
concealed that although the Britilb nation fecured 
the mofi ineftimable advantages by calling the 
e!eaor of Hanover to the throne, fome very COl1-

fiderable inconvenIences reLllted from that happy 
arrangement. Geo!""ge the Firft was a foreigner, 
unacquainted ,vith the genius of his new fu~)jcCh.) 
a'L] too far advanced in life ever to bccc·p~c ,ycll 
~c'Gu~i~~t~1 \":.,ith their t:·~e i~~~C'!"cas. His adY3nc:­
me"nt to the fovcreigmy of the Britifh eillr;!"'~ a['·, 

d r, . c1 • ,,-peare, lOmewnat precanOU5, :U1' It was LI1C;-CIUre 

nC'.tmal for him to retain his prcd:ic(~;')!1 for his 
herditJ.Iy;.ic;ml<.ms. In the dOL~ble capaciLV of 
elector of- Hanover and kin/; of Gre:1t Britain, 
be frequently found himfelf \"::1.')' :nvkwanlly lIt·. 
uated, and unable to aCt in {"ell a l1J:1.nncr as to 
pleafe 80tb his Britiib ant.! Cera-w.n :·.;hj,c.:.l.~. Hi, 



abilities were inde:d excellent, and he came witlt. 
the heft intentions to the throne, but he had the 
nlisfortune to fall into the hands of a vigorous but 
implacable faEtion, afld rather appe:J.red for fome 
time the head of the \Vhig party 1:han the illuf­
trious chief of a united, powerful and loyal nation, 
George the Second, with lefs ability, was ftill more 
attached to his eleCtorate, and during his reign, 
the Bri.cii11 thm;gbt that they were involved, with­
cut :my Geceility, in every contirtental difpute. 
From beir+.?; auxiliaries, t::ey commonly be.eme 
the principals in different wars, and were obliged 
to bczr the l'1ci1 e:1ormou3 burdens in ord~r to pay 
nat:ions for nghting their owp. battles. 

Thefe opinions, whether correCt or not, were 
univtrLlly be'lic-.ed and lamented by the people. 
They ,vere lamented even amidft that brilliant 
tra',n of viEtories '\yhich elofed the reign of the 
conqueror of Dettingen.'" Our prcfent fovereign 
was h;::iled at his acccffion with the moft fincere 
<I.nd ~tfrecHonate congratulations; his adm",niftra­
tion was expet1ed to produ\=e a kind of millenium 
when Britilh interefts alone would fway the meaf­
ures of government-nor have thef~ hopes been 
~iLppo:ntcd. The blood and treafure, the brave.., 
1'3'"' d:;:pul.):;c fpitit, tte enterprifc a"-:J tLe yirtue 
or t~le Ec~ti[h nation were no longer facrificed fer 
interdts nut their ovm. Afcending tt.e throne in 
t!1C blOi),Tl of youth, onr monarc;l was animated 
whh the mer.: tender aITe.clion for his mother 
cC~i~J:';7, and vv'iliing to guide himielf by the abil-, 
iti:::s and expe;·;c"ce of his Parliament, he contiq 
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dently depended upon the [uPf-0rt 6f every honea 
man. I enter, exclaimed this virtuous Prince, 
with cheeJ fuinefs, into this arduous fituation, and 
:Chall make it the bufinefs of my life to promote, in 
every thing, the glory and happinefs of theie 
king,doms, and to il:rengthen the conftitution in 
both church and fiate. 

Thefe manly fentiments which have been nobly 
maintained,increafed the fatisfaCtion of the people. 
They were delighted to behold an Engliibman on 
the th:'one infpired with principles io genel"otls, 
al'd who had nothing of that fatal prcdik£tion for 
Germany, which had proved, duri.ng the tWD for­
mer reigns, fo injurious to the peace and prof­
perity of Great Britain. Nor \-"ere the people 
left to conjecture with regard to the fincerity of 
his attachment, for he boaficd to his firfi Parlia­
ment, with an energy that penetrated every heart~ 
that he gloried in the name of Briton, and that 
the peculiar happinefg of his ;ife wonld confifi in 
promoting the welfare of a people whofe loyalty 
and warm affection he jl1ftly confidered as the 
greateft and moil: permanent fecurity of hit> throne. 
In order to give new force and permanence to that 
ardent gratitude and affection which warms your 
bofoms towards the heft of fovereigns, I have only 
to recal, to your recolleCtion, the principal events 
of his life, devcted as it has been to prGIDote the 
welfare and happinefs of his reork, by ftrength­
ening and extending our excellent con;li,d~on--J 
bv maintaining, with the ftri8:eil: integrity, tJ'e 
civil and reli;;:ous rights of a1l his [ubje[b, anti hy 
encou:.aging aed promoting the pre,aice of Hue 



teIigion and virtue. I-Ie maybe truly faid to hav~ 
performed his duty who loves that which is right 
with all his heart, and does it "\vith all his power. 
How far our gracious Sovereign has acted up to 
this rule, a view of his character asa private gen­
tleman and as the firfl: magiftratc of a powerful 
Lation will fufficiently prove! . 

In hiG private charaCter, we have every thing tb 

praife and nothing to condemn. \Ve know that 
many ~ave fuppofed that a public man may have 
a double character. That he may be lax in his 
private deportment; that he may even· indulge in 
inany vices, and allow himfelf a latitude of acting 
inconfi11:cnt with religion and virtue, and yet in 
his public capacity 2.fhere to the moil: rigid integ­
rity.. I muD: confefs that I am not among the 
number of tbofe who can admit that he who is 
neither a g06?,d huiband nor an affeaionate parent, 
can acquit hiinfelf uprightly in a public itatian : 
or that the inonan:h whofe private deportment 
l;llluions licentiotlfnefs and diiIipation can ever be 
a patriot king. Should his public meafures iifue 
from the moil correa principles, he could never 
do fo much good, Lecalife he never will be truitcd. 
It is impofii!JJe to give fuch a perfon our unqual~ 
Hied confidence. Doubts will continually intrude 
themfelves; an.d the d!fagreeable imp'reffion will 
be always luggd1:;ng it[el±~ that he may prove falfe. 
His rd;Lc virtue ieems to be affeaed ; a ddufion, 
a bcrrcv,'cJ ch~~~8:er which we neVer can believe 
foEd. It is ;Ii: b:::me, we fay, in the bofom of his 
{am!ly, that a nua is properiy known, it is amidit 
his dO!.H.:fc~c clrck, in the company of his friends 
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and companions th:ltwe difcover the [eeret work­
ings of his heart. To know peDple intimately, 
we mull: not rell: fatisfied with viewing them in 
public where they may be on their guard to fave 
appearances, but we muf!: follow them to their 
{eeret reeeiTes, w"tch their minutefl: actions, and 
from t [' ere, divine theil~ ihmoft thoughts. Upon 
this ftrict ground of eXilmination, an ex:mina­
tion which few charaCl:ers would bear, I claim 
your warmef!: approbation of our belo\'ed fove­
reign; 

If we do not find him prefenting, to his people, 
a pattern of the puref!: morals, elevating their 
minds by his active piety, and eberHhing that 
fpirit of liberty vlhieh renders the Britiili nation 
the e::rvy and the admiration of the world, we 
ihall not require you to join us in pburing forth 
our thankfgivings to God for preferving him [0 
long among us. ' 

Our king fupportsand encourages the pureft 
morals by his deportment as 3n afFeCl:ionate hu[­
band, and tender parent; in thefe endearing rela­
tions, he pre[ents an i!lufhicus example worthy 

,of the ftriCl:ef!: imitation. Convinced that mar­
riabe is a divine inftitution, tbat it is a union of 
hearts, affeCtions and interefts, and t1:crefore to be 
moil religioufly obfetved, he difplayed the greateft 
wifdom in forming [0 important a connexion, a 
connexion on which his future happinefs I'o much 
depended. The famous letter Wilich the Princefs 
CparloFe of :Mecklenbourg Strelitz wrote to t!:.c 
King ofPruffia bad made a lafiing impreffion upon 
his heart. He thought, and he t~~ought jui1ly, 

B 



10 

that a Princefs capable of feeling fa tenderly for 
the diftre{[e3 of others,* and of expreffing her 
feelings, in language [0 patriotic, [0 beautiful and 
pathetic muft po{[e[s, in a very eminent degree, 
the virtues of the heart and underftanding. This 
conviction of her merit, and this only, induced 
him to offer the amiable Princefs his hand and 
t~'.rone. Nor have his juft expectations been dif. 
appointed. The tender regard which he has at 
all times manifefted for his affectionate con[ort, 
has been rewarded by the moft fincere love and 
efl:eem. Marriage, producing a cordial union of 
hearts, becomes the bond of harmony and peace, 
and of t!1e moil: refined and inviolable friendihip ; 
and fuch has our beloved Monarch always found 
it to be. Ti,e firm guardian of his con[ort's hon­
our, faithful to the vows which he took at the 
holy altar, he gives a mofl: valuable le{[on to his 
people. Were they to indulge in the fame love 
and affection, they would find, in the marriage 
fiate, a mutual communication of joys and far­
rows, a fruitful fource of folid felicity, inil:ead of 
thofe jealoufies, heart-burnings, <md indifference 
which poifon the peace and comfort of [0 many 
families. . -

And let not the diffipated, the giddy or the 
proud confider it a matter of fmall importance to 
give a faithful example in this t~~e moil: interefting 
of all our relations; for, by this le{[on, our affec­
tionate king endeavours, as far as in him lies, to 
maintain tl~ e purity of morals in their fouree, for 
all the moil: valuable virtues begin at home. When 

4' S,e NOH II. 
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marriage, that bond of happinefs, that golden 
chain which foftens and humanizes man, w.1ich 
expands his benevolent affections, and prepares, 
for him, new and more endearing duties, is pol­
luted or eY::1 tarniihed, what terrible confcquences 
enfue-the feeds of perpetual diiCord are engen­
dered-families are rent in funder, the moft im­
T,!acable animolities are produced, children are 
hrrought up in vice and int:uny, and the pureft 
fource3 of felicity are dried up forever. Nor is it 
enough that tlle purity of this connexion is en­
forced by revelation as well as reafon, if thofe in 
tr:e higher walks of life are found guilty. To 
ttem it belongs, in a peculiar manner to enforce 
t:le practice of virtue, by example; it is an im­
perious duty wl:ich their lituation and intereH: ef­
p~cially demand; a duty performed by our be­
loved fovereign in the moil: perfect manner: he 
confiders his royal confort's honour and peace of 
mind his own, and never ceafes to treat her with 
the moil: cordial love. 

Behold him the father of a numerous offspring, 
anxious to form their minds to virtue and religion, 
to make them ufeful to their country, the guardi­
ans of its honour, and the terror of its enemies. 
Rewarded for his eagernefs to inipire them with 
tbe pureil: principles of integrity, he has already 
feen them fianding forward the fl:eady pillars of 
the confiitution, and th e pride of th ~ Britiih nation. 

Is it credible that this beloved monarch would 
have poife{fed the fame inHue;}ce over his people 
that he now er~oys, that he would have been en­
ihrined in their hearts, and always Iuentioned 
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with the warmeft veneration, had ,his conduct beel1 
different. Had the outfer of llis life been mark.., 
ed with vicious diffipation;hid thole hours v.'hicn 
he [pent at home wit'1' his children and amiable 
confort been 'confumed in difgraceful revelry or in 
the arms of a miftrefs. No, it is itnpoffible-, -it 
is contrary to expc;-icnce, contrary to the nature 
of man. Virtue poifeffes an ext-en{ive powfr 
over the human mind; if its direct force cannot 
always be traced, it lseafy to view it in the con': 
trail. In vain isa man endowed with the mofi: 
brilliant talents, if his morals are impure. He 
may fpeak eloquently of jufiice, of truth, "l-nd of 
virtue ;-' he may attack exifting abufes w~th the 
moft pointed energy ;-he n1ay profefs the mofl: 
incorruptible integrity, the moft fincere love for 
his country, and the grcatefl: anxiety to promote 
its profperity and glory. But he fpe::<ks to the 
winds; bis words are forgotten; they are never 
fclt-' -they flow from a corrupt fo~ntain, and in 
bis mouth good appears evil. 

It is this coincidence between .his public and 
private character, tl':i.t enables our gncioc13 fove­
rei~n to efl:abli:fh his throne in the hems of his 
pe~ple. They believe all his profcffions, for his 
a8cions prove their Gw:erity and truth; and they 
"villingly fun-enrler t~;eir affections to a fovereign 
wbofe grc3.teft ambition is to render them happy. 

,Vbt is fo lovely, fo venerable and fo delightful, 
as the contemplation of iuch a king ? V/llat mon.,. 
arch ever deferved from his people greater admi~ 
rtation, gratitude and love? Is it then any ~vonder 
that hi.s authority is maintain'ed r~ther by confi-
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denct<, affection and, cftecm, thim by his greatn.ets 
.:::nd ptnver ! 

P l' , d·'a:: '1· d l' ! k· I -ernaps tne IHleu tIes, un er Vli11C 1 mgs a-
bOll!" in acquidng a proper education; all,d the nu­
merous teinpt~tiohs to wbich they are expofed, 
render their virtues more conllJiCllOUS, and m,ore 
worthy of veneration. This niay be, and ce:r­
t:'.inly is the cafe \,:~th other fovereigns; but our 
mOIlLtfCh reCJl1ires noind'.11gcnc\Os of this ki:,d ; his 
merits reRce: infinitel',- more fDlendour on ;'js fit­
uation tb,~::. t;~ey can pollibly ~-cc~vc. Penetrated 
v\Tith the fiOf!: ardent b'.lt rational piety, he re~ 
gards the Suprer::e Being as the common Father 
of <:ill, and ~nankind the children, the members of 
one family. He is D:Jt therefore Fuffed up with 
vain glory as if he were an independ~nt being 
~nd his fubjeCts beneath his regard; he looks up:':­
on them as his children who turntQ him for pro-: 
te~ion, and to pwmote whofe happinefsbecome$ 
the Grft of his duties; and it is this conviction 
that determines him always to prefer the public 
to private good. 

No wicked king can ever deferye or poffe[s L~e 
aneCcions of his fubjeCts ; he may govern Lyf;:ar1 

but never by love. His people may be loud and 
feI"vile i.n their exterior uemonfirations of refpcCc. 
but thefe are never founded upon confidence and 
efteem. It i3 impoffiblc to venerate a man v.,rho 
degrades himfelf, and who has 10ft all re[peet , for, 
the Supreme Being. If religion and virtue hav~. 
10ft their power over him, what [nall refirainhitp, 
or wh:J.t fhal1 prevent him from vlOlating the mofr 
[acred-rights and libert:.es of sis people? To r: __ o 
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purpofewiH fnch a monarch fubftitute parade and 
fplendour, the tinfelof falfe glory and the glitter 
of unjuft conqucfts for the folid virtues of the 
head and heart ;. thefe may dazzle the people, 
but can never beget their veneration. 

Our fcrvreignis better acquainted with human 
nature; he knows that his ftation alone will nev­
er procure the love and veneration of his fuoj e.l:; ~ 
Thefe muft be derived from his perfonal conJutt. 
'Ve muft be attached to the man, we muil: be 
convinced of his integrity and piety, before we 
can fun-cuder him our affeCtions, and before obe­
dien'l:e 1'0 his commands becomes our honour and 
delight, as well as our duty. *" 

Such, . my friends, is our fovereign in private 
life; and were his fubjeC1s to follow his example. 
what confequences would cnfue. The nation 
would be virtuous, and a virtuous nation is always 
powerful. Were the B.ritilh to imitate the con­
duEt of the king, and make a point of fucceeding 
in that imitation, where fhouJd we find a man a­
mong them umvcrthy of confidence, deftitute of 
probity, or intemperate in his living? Juftice and 
int,:=grity would cover us as a garment; punctual 
in our dealings and in the performance of promif­
es: affectionate huibar:ds, indulgent parents~ not 
admitting that criminal indulgence fo fatal to chil­
dren, but that ] egular and yet tender difcipline 
which becomes the foundation of future excel­
len-.:e. Pious without hypocrify, more attentive 
to the' fpirit of religion than to idle diftinctions, 
yet careful to preferve thofe exterior ordmancei 

* See NOTE III. 
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which {he retains as her outworks, but without 
parade or ofientation. Were we to model our 
lives by the conduer of our fovereign, cQrruption 
and venality would hide their heads, and £lJI would 
be cheerfully obedient to the laws. Inftead of 
pride, cruelty and oppreffion, chrifiian charity 
would reign, each would embrace his fellow fub­
jeer as a brother deferving of his confidence and 
friendfhip. As no vicious charaCter ever had ac­
cds to the king, fuch would be hunted from [oci­
ety, and the irreligious fpumed as the corrupters 
of the public happinefs. All would be convinced 
that he who is falfe to God wouid prove fa to man; 
that hatred to religion proceeds from levity or ig­
norance, from a corrupted heart or a perverfe un­
derfianding. The friend of man mufi be the 
friend of religion. for religion is the mofi fruitful 
[ouree of our enjoyments. 

In becoming chrifiians as he is a chriftian, we 
fhould fuffer no vice to harbour in our fouls, but 
be fore v er endeavouring to acquire fuperior wif­
dam and purer morals, and to diftinguiih ourfelve~ 
by our virtues from thofe who are not chriflians. 
Then fhould we love God with fervent devotion, 
fearirg him as a good child fears his father, and 
cheerfully fubmitting ourfelves to his will. In all 
our focial relations, we fhould be direCted by juf­
tice, lenity and kindnefs: careful to cultivate 
meeknefs, forbearance and brotherly love; and to 
difcharge, with fidelity, the duties of our particu­
lar fiation. 

Such would be the fubjeers of our beloved 
fovereign, were we to follow his example. He 
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kno';lis that lie is hi,m{e!f a fubj' ti, as ""ell as' hls 
pe'6ple; of a farhiglier tribunal than 'his own~ and 
that aU muft follow the fame road to vil:tue, to 
godlinefs~ to immort:il~t}' and glory. He knows 
that if he poffefs rncire power he mur.: do more 
gbod than other inen; that as he enjoys more 
honour and refpeC"t, fa bught he td deferve it by 
his gen~rofity, his wiidom and his impartiaLty--­
that he cannot expect peace and harmony among 
his people, if hebe hot to them as a father; for 
if he rcqliircs their -.villing bbedience, he lTIUft' 
treat them as children. 

Arduous indeed is the taik which a king has to 
perform; but fifty years experience has proved 
that our fovereign has petformed it 'well; he can 
fay, with truth; th~t he was never urged <;n, by a 
lull: of power, that he never derided the diftreHes 
of h:3 people, but that he has been con~inually 
anxious to prefent to the world, a chriftian pr:nce 
guided by the principles of the gofpel. Now the 
breeze;; of gratitude fan him on every fide, and 
tlie eyeni.ng bf his days is cheered by the bleilings 
of a great and generous natioI1. 

If ',ve nave found the private life of ollr fove.: 
reign guided by the pin"eft principles and worthy 
of our mon unqualified approbation, we !hall find 
his public attions no leis deferving of praife. 
Called to the throne in the midfi of ~m expenfive 
<.nd ddrIut'Live,but fuccefsful war, he did not allow 
hiIL;[elf to be carried away by the Iuft of dOrritn­
ion, but c:hibited uncommon moderation in the 
terms which He sranted to his vanquifhed enemies. 
He kn::!~v that the continuance of hoftilities t how-



~v:er fuccefsful and gloripus, mufi be attended 
'with fome facrifices, which humanity and patriot­
ifm,and even policy itfelf forbade. In the conclufion 
of the war he found an excellent opportunity of 
proving to. the nation, that he was not daZzled by 
that fpecies of glory, which is fed by human 
blood, and blafis the hopes of nations ; but that 
he preferred the happinefs' of his fubjetl:s and the 
peace of th~ world, to the empty acclamations of 
military renown. In order to render the peace 
permanent, the king was content to make it hon­
ourable; that his enemy feeing his moderation, 
might not be inGueed to nourilh any feeret refent­
ment, or be urged by ::l'c greatne[s of his loffes 
and difgraee, to embrace the firfi oceailon of re.~ 
newing the war. 

Before it was pollible fot him to procure peace 
to the nation, he had given 'an immortal pledge of 
the purity of thofe principles by whiCh his admin­
ifiration vvas to be regulated. He mentioned t$ 
his Parliament, foon after his acceffion, the pro~ 
priety of fecuring the independency of the j tidges. 
" I look," faid our virtuous monarch, " upon the 
independency and uprightnefs' of the judges of 

,the land, as effential to the impartial adminifira­
tion of jufiice, as one of the ~fi fecurities to the: 
rights and liberties of my loving fubjeas, and ai 

mofi conducive to the honour of the crown." Such 
a mark of true public fpirit, fuch a warm regard 
for the fecurity of the laws, liberty and property 
of fubjcCls, has been feldom witnefTed. It was 
the fame [ph·it tl1at induced him, when advifed by 
one of his miniflers to follow the cufiom of lit' 
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-late reign i.n fecuring the eleB:iOlis, to {pum the 
caunfel, and to declare, that as his fole ambition 
was to render the nation Rourifhing ana hapPY1 
he would trufl: entirely to the loyalty of his peo­
ple, not doubting but that their affecrion would 
fufficiently f!:rengthen the hands of his. governmer:t. 

It has been by adhei-ing to fuch prineiples~ by 
cl,erifhing and protecting the rights-of his people,. 
as much as the moft vitluable prerogatives of the 
crown, that 0Ui" gracious fovereign: has been 
able to cherifh that fpirit of libe];ty which flour­
iihes in the Britiili empire, whet} ftlrl"Ounding na­
tions have fallen under the mofl: intolerable flavel'Y. 

This has been a moft wonderful age of innova~ 
tion-men have miftaken licentioufnefs for liber­
ty. They have fought for freedom in being re­
moved from all refiraint, although it be a felf-ev­
ident maxim, that it is only by-the due reftraint 
of others that I can become truly free. A princi­
ple has been adopted by many write17s, and held 
up as indifputable, that in fociety. we furrender 
part of our natural liberty to f€cure the refL This 
principle is farfe-we make no fuch furrtnder­
we gain every thing, we lofe nothing. The laws 
protect, warn and enlighten us; they are contin­
ually deftroying or removing ,vhatcver is offenfive. 
In the courts of jufiice they diftribute their blef­
fings like the dews of heaven; they impart re­
frefhment and vigour to all the political body, 
andpreferve the peace and bappinefs of the cot­
tage as well as the palace. \Ve, no more refl:rain 
our liberty by entering ;nto fociety, than we do 
in building a houfe to proteB: us [wm the cold-



a ,veIl regulated fociety, that is a j uft go\'crnment, 
fo far from infringing, eftablifhes and extends 
our liberty. In a Hate of nature, or before the 
eftabliihment of a foc' ety, if fuch a Hate ever can be 
found, there is no liberty, for there are no laws. 
All laws and regulations prefuppofe the eihbliih­
ment of fociety ; they flow from the intercourfe 
whic:l they regulate, and experiense has proved 
their utility, before they are publicly recognized. 
To feek for liberty, even in the firfi: ftages of f(J­

ciety, is to feek for a calm in the midft of a tem­
peft. Are the barbarians free who act by the ca­
price of the moment, who are governed by their 
paffions and the cravings of their appetites? He 
then who will take the trouble to reflect, muft 
clearly perceive, that without fociety we cannot 
enjoy liberty. 'What I poilefs another may take 
away; my freedom depends not fo much on my 
own reftraints as upon the reftraints of others in. 
reCpeato me. Now in a good governmei1t thefe 
reihaints are the laws-and what do I lofe or fur­
render by becoming obedient to thefe laws? 
Nothing; for by them my liberty is extended and 
fecured. We do not enjoy what another may 
take away-anel what is iecure in a rude fociety? 
but civil liberty cannot be' taken away by any in­
dividual, for we have the ftrength of the whole 
fociety on our fide. The r'eflraints therefore illl~ 
pored by a good government are only the fove­
reignty of good laws, the refiraints of (ound prin­
ciples, and the commands of duty. 

The word liberty has been [0 much proftitu~ed 
that we are in danger of lotlng its true meaning; 



20 

for it is a melancholy truth; that the [dence of 
good government and the principles on which it 
refts are much !efs known now than they were a. 
century ago, notwithftatlding the empty dec1ama~ 
tiCUls which have difturbed the world fince the 
American revolution, about freedom and equal 
rights. Nothing is more abfurd than to fuppoie 
a nation free, becaufe it poife1Tes a written conftitu.., 
tion which is little regarded in praClice. Before a 
people can be called free, their freedom muft have 
been trivd. It mutt have given permanent proofs 
of its health. It muft have braved the moft ter.., 
ribk ftorms-weathered the attacks of tyranny on 
the one hand, and of faCtion on the other. And 
what is more, this freedom muft have become the 
foundation of the publicmanners-.it mufi have 
ftamped itfelf on the people who enjoy it. And 
fuch is the freedom of the Britiih nation; it has 
undergone all thefe trials, and it has beentrillm." 
ph ant. That magnanimity, that opennefs and in.". 
dependence of charaEter, by which this nation is 
diftinguiihed, prove its freedom. That generofi.., 
ty, fincerity, boldnefs and energy thew that op., 
preffion is unknown; and that urbanity, harmony 
and order, free from fiaviih fear or democratic 
barbarity~ and anarchy, difcover that this freedom 
is wifely direCted. Does any perfon doubt wheth.., 
er the Britiih be the freeft nation on earth, let him 
tell me where property and its rights are fo well 
prote<ted.. This is the life and ioul of liberty, 
What ihall oppreffion feize when pmperty is 
fecure? Even a tyrant will· not be wicked for 
l'\.9t hing; but the mot~ve6 and objeCts are n;~ 



moved, and the feed 
when property isfafe. 
~re rendered facred. 
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of oppreffion· defiroyed, 
By this, .life and liberty 

And has our gracious fovereign ever endeavour­
ed to abridge this liberty or to extend his prerog": 
ative at the expence of the people? Has he not 
on the contrary proved the w::ttchful guardi:l1l of 
their interefl:s, and holding the balance between 
the nobility and commons, become their common 
father, and demonftrated by a reign of fifty years, 
that a limited monarchy is the beft of goyern .. 
ments? . 

But let us follow him in the exerc:ife of the dif­
ferent branches of his prerogative. As fupreme 
magiftrate his firfl: care. is the regular ::tdminiftra­
tion of juftice. This power he delegates to the 
judges, and in the courts over which they prefide 
~very thing is carried on in his name. Has he 
_ever tried to turn this prerogative to the augmen­
tation of his power? So far from this, that we 
have {een him coming forward voluntarily to 
make the judges independent of the crown. For­
merlythey were during pleafure ; now they are 
during good behaviour. And they have become, 
to a[ intents and purpofes, the arbitrators between 
the king and his people, for they ;:,.re independent 
of both. This fingle meafure is [ufficient to im­
mortalize Georg~ the Th~rd,had he done nothing 
elfe, for he has rendered it impoffible for him or 
his fucceifors to have any influence over the judg­
es. Neither have thefe judges any power but 
what is given them by the laws, nor can they pafs 
{lny fentence till the matter of fact: has been fettled 
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by men chofen by the parties. All private feel­
ings, and confequently allre/ileet of perrons are 
baniQled from the Britifh courts of jufl:ice. Thore 
who arc acqua:nted with human nature are able to 
appreciate this conceiJion of the king. In re~ 
nouncing for himfclf and his pofl:erity the power 
of difpbcing the judges at the commencement of 
a new reign, he !)Ut the tiniihing hand to the con~ 
ftitution, and by fOlInding it on the purefijufiice, 
gav-: it the faireD: chance w becolll<." eternal. Such 
a i:lcrifice has been rarely made. Even virtuous 
kinC',s are careful to prcferve t~'ei!' authority and 
taflu ~r.ce u!limpaired, and rather inclined to aug­
m~l .. t th:;.n dimini£h their pov{er. 

In lye'T eounlry except Britain, to be profeeut­
ed by the government is to be conticmf'.ed. That 
this is the cafe under the pre[ent defpotifm of 
hance, no per10n wiII haye the boldne!;; to den y. 
And in the United States, which have borrowed 
all that is valuable in theIr inftitutions from Brit­
ain, but ,Y\'ch they have poifoned or deform­
ed by their crudities, faCtion produces the fame ef~ 
feas as the cruel tyr:mny in France. But we !hall 
be told t:at as the purity cf Briti{h jufiice dfen­
tialiy o'?penos UJ:,011 t:~e t:'i;:l by jury, that pillar 
of liberty ; :md as our neighbours poffefs that tri­
al in its full pur:ty, why then can we affert that 
their ilclminit1ration of jllHke is corrupt? We an­
f;: a, that in England, generally fpeaking, the peo­
rle are po{[dT(~d of moral h<lJJils ; they are trem­
blingly aEve to eve!;'y thi!lg t11~\t can affect their 
r'~p\l~ ""~:on, and they Ll'.e a {hon;; \cneratiort fr 
rdif;;cll. ,But;f there ue a nation wher..: neitht 
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religion, virtue nor reputation arc much regarded, 
where democracy has corrupted the heart by ren­
dering it familiar with deception, vd,cre political 
falfehoods are confidered meritorious, and tr,e 
principles of honour and integrity dilregardcd to 
advance a friend, or ruin a rival-in fuch a nation 
the trial by jury has lofl its aJyant:lgcs. And is it 
not notorious that in that unh:rppy country, by 
the fooHih cailed free, eVery man coniJQcrs his 
cau[e lolt, if the jury be compo[cd of !::~ poEtical 
opponcnts? And the judges not btiilg i.;liC:llcn­
dent, are or may be as cafily fwayed as the juries. 
Liberty in fueb a country become!> wade than ;::: 
empty name, a m;-cfk for oppreffion j the law fleeps 
or is wrefled from its purp()D~, an(i the reignlI1g 
faction becomes irrefiflible. iii 

Let it ever be remembeted that the excellence of 
a jury entirely depends upon the purity of their 
religious principles. If a man fears not God, 
will his cath bind him, and ,vill he not readily 
give it up to friendfhip, to interefi, to folicitatiol1 
or feeret malignity? In England the Ia,yS are par­
a!ncunt, the king has never oppreHed any of his 
fubjceb; his adminiflration has always been di­
rected by the purefl: jnflice and moJer:ltion: of 
this the people are fo much convinced, that there 
is no faerifice which they would not willingly 
make in his defence. Confid~ring his rights as a 
tIllfi which he is to exercii~ with the mofl fcru­
pulous adherence t;l jufl:ice and rdig-ion, he reck­
ons the privileges of the people ~1 p~-:JPt:rty '\vhich 
they ought never to alienate, and ',vl:i_~l it i .. nci-
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ther h:3 interefl: nor duty to undermine.-· -Ab8ve 
party fj)irit himfelf, he was determined from the 
firft to a~o!iih the ridiculous diftihcti0l1 of \Vhig 
and Tory which had fo long diftraCled the nation~ 
a~d to extend his power and proteClion equally 
to d'e ,.-hole body of the people. This he has at 
1"j1~')1 acccmplilhed, though not without much 
tmuljle :1Od loud complaints from the expiring 
£tctions. 

\Viibing to tIl1ite all his fubjects in harmony 
and peare, he has gradually removed thofe reli­
gious difabilities which the feclufion of the Stu­
arts from tLc throne and the proteClion of the 
national church had rendered necefTary. Many' 
revere 1:,',\"5 had {wen enacted againfi the Catholics, 
who were [L~pp'Ofed the friends of the baniibed 
family, and the DilTt:nters, by forfaking the eftab­
lifhed church, deprived themfelves of many valu­
able privileges which their fellow fubjects enjoy­
ed. But no 100ner did thele dangers diminifh, than 
the kin:; cheei-fully concurred in leITening the rc­
ftriCtions. From the reign of king William to 
that of our prc[ent fonTeign, the Catholics of 
EngLl;;'c1 h,ld laboured under many privations, 
'with a filence and patience which at length excit­
ed the attention of the nati::m. The parliament 
therefore, in conjunClion with the king, removed 
thofe grievous penalties which had been impofed 
for the prefervation of the conftitution, t;Jcn 
fit ..... ;S.;ling into birth. That li~cral fpirit of chrif­
tian char;ty which animates our king, made him 
rejoice in promoting iuch a meafure, and eager 
.to rep.:;:! LHYS which ,yere calculated (now that 
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their caufe was removed) to dcfiroy all focial and 
religious obligations, to poifon the {ourees of do­
mefiic felicity, dnd to extinguiih every principle 
of honour. The favour which had been {hewn 
to the Catholics in I i78 "W:lS extended to the Dif­
fenters in 1779. Our gracious fovereign, anx­
ioufly difpofed to give every relief to his {ubjetl:s, 
moil: readily affintcd to the bill prcfented by his 
parliament, for relieving this c1afs of citizens from 
many painful refhiaions. The fame chriflian 
fpirit of love fiill farther extended the hounds of 
toleration in 179 I. The Pope, fo long the ten'our 
of the world, had now funk into weaknefs and 
contempt. The Catholics thcmfelves had difa­
vowed thofe principles which were moil: obnox­
ious or dangerous to Proteftant flates, and it was 
no longer necdl3ry to enforce tile la"ws \yhich 
had b~en nude againfl: them: on the contrary, 
the zeal and attachment which they had frequent­
ly manifeflcd for the king and confl:itution, mer­
ited encouragement ano reward. 

Ia 1793, the Catholics of Ireland wefe more 
favoured than even their nrethren in England; 
and except their exclufion from fome confidential 
p!acer; in the executive government, and fitting 
in p:trliament, no reflridio:1 whatever was con­
tiD. ued. J n-:lctd th,= moLl: generous f yfl:em of con­
cdIion z,nd conciliation hath charatl:erized his 
maj elt;,' ~ admin i flraticn. 

And v;hilc \\~C praife our virtuous foyereign for 
fa readily aiJent:ng to all t!lOfe conciliating meaf­
urcs which fen'ed to ~ )lay rdigiou.3 controverfie:; 
'r':hich, y,lJi:" they Itft the confcitution {c:cure ill 
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church and n:al~, added much to the comfort lnd 
happineis of thofe ':,rhom they relieved, we are 
called upon no leis cheerfully to praife him for 
reJifiilW a farther conceilion which he conceived 

" dangerous to his government. . 
\Vhatever be the opinion of fome indiv.iduclls 

concerning t!Je propriety of Catholic emancipa­
tion, the kir'g's ilrJI motive for re~'ujlng Lis con­
currence is in the highdl: uegree honourable. He 
confiders, and perhaps jufily, that rUC:l a meafure 
is incono!tent with h:s coronation oath. T.lis 
fcrupulous ~,.jl:erellce to the till1Clitj' of an O:::t:l,. 
h:~t:l fc..:~!:..:J the f7Jtitude and a(!m;r,>,ion, the af­
fcaicn and confidence of all ranb of men~ e','cn 
of thofe who conceive themfelves fufferers 1 .. ,. his 
firmncf.s, and all regret the advanced age or" our 
',..:ner:::ble j~)':crcisn, who rifes in virtue as his 
years incrcaie. 
. Here \':'~ have a [tercel pledge of the excclicnee 
of his moral principles and the fervour of his pi­
ety ; and to DIe'.v that he was aCtuJ.tcd on this 
occalion by the purefi: motives; on ki:l;~ in­
formed m:my years ago that the Cat;10iics in Sc.)t­
land w:.::rc too poor to fupport their cieq.;y, 1-·e bc­
flowed upon their priefls a fmall annual pcnfion, 
which he quadrupled to the bifhOpS. 

But the claims of the Catholics to total emanci­
pation, may be refufeel on the fironget1: grour:ds. 
\V,lile this body acknowlcd;;e the fpiritual juri!:' 
diClion of the Pope, they act direC1ly in oppofi­
tion to one of the fundamental doCtrines of 
Dritifh liberty, which we l"1tify with an oath, 
" that no foreign prince, rc-rron, ;1;"_': .l\('. !tate or 



potentate, hath or ought to have any jl!rifdi8.ion, 
power, fupericrity) pre-eminel1cc or authority t'c­
ddiafiical or ci,,:'l within theft; realms." A~ lonb 
as tLe Catholics, cknovlledr-c a ~O!\:ie:ll jurilllic­
tion, their chu:-ch may be~~me :\s 1l1~lch a polit­
ical as it is a reli~,i(\us infiitution. How can they 
be ciep'."ndcd upo'n in all cafes :.1,; to the Hate, \\'hC:l 

their confclenccs are tmderth~ dircdion of::\ ckr~:;r 
,vho are bonnd by oath to o!;-.::,e:e Pope? And is 
not the }lrc1~nt Pope the creature, or ratl:er t!ltc: 
fubjeCt of our .public and moB: ;ll\'etl~Llte enemy, 
,,·ho exercifCs the power of difpcl'Ifing; wi~h oaths, 
and of diflolving people from lI:ci, al!egi:mcc ? 
This is a formidable obj,;£tion to aU funrcer con­
ceffions to the Catholics. 

The fame liberality whic11 La~ been fo mcrito­
riouny granted to religious ieC1:s \\':\S aHo 1.'::Lr~':~~­
ed to political relations. The bngdom of I:-dand 
llad always been governed with a rod of iron ; 
t11C jealoufy of the Britiih parliament h~d irl1lYJ!:" 
ed rdlri:1:;oi13 on her trade and C8mmeree at anet: 
oppreffin" cruel and abfurll; but during this 
hDppy reign they have been gratln:.!!ly rcrnovC(l. 
In 1778, a iinall be:;inning was made, out jealouly 
choked it in the bud. In r 780, good ienfe prc­
"ailed, and the trade of Ireland 'I':lS nbced on a 
li[)eraI footing. It was no longer t[(:,ltcd like :111 

infant colony,and bound by unnatural rdlr:'~L~' Jl1~. 
In 1781, the Britiih parliament renouncccL :J! 

pow":1' over that of Ireland, declaring i~ f:.~,: :u~d 
independent; and at the iJ.me time the J:iqz lig­
nified his intention of brrendering many i lIJport. 
ilDt parts of his prcro;;;;\ciy\:; and this m~onal1i!ll-
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ity was received with acclamation and gratitude 
by that high minded nation. 

In 1783, thefe conceffions were farther fanc­
tioned by a law exprefsly enacted for the purV>f;; 
of difclaiming forever all right in the Britiih }1~r­
liament to legiflate for Ireland. Other advantages 
were given to the Irifh ; but fuch was the unhap­
py fituation of that people, t!:at they could lTl2..ke 

no ufe of them. Divided among themfelves, and 
governed cy a junto which was equally deaf to 
the v('icc of the government and of the people, 
no foEd relief could be given but by unitil!g the 
t\VO kingdoms. Thi:; grand meafure, which con­
foliJates the empire, has been at length carried 
into effeCl:, and is cne of the moft glorious events 
of his majefly's reign. Indeed no meafure could 
be more judicious or neceffary. The inhabitants 
of the three 1..:ingdoms arc at length placed on an 
equal footing, and not feparated as they former­
ly were by abfurd regulations. United under 
one lcgiflature, mutual jealoufies are defi.royed, 
and the advantages of fJ ee trade and commerce 
are open to all. . 

Our gracious king appeared determined to 
bury, if pofTiLle, the Iaft remains of political ani­
molity ; he had already rettored the forfeited ei:' 
tates inScolland to the families which had loft tLem 
in the rebellion, :mJ, in 1800, with a promptnefq 
in the highefi degree cordial and generou3, he 
granted a penfion of 1: 4000 per annum to HCIJ­

ry Stuart, cardinal of York, (when reduced to ab­
folute beggary by the robberies of the revolution­
ary French) the lafi branch of the illufi..ious Lut 



unfortunate family of the Stuarts, although the' 
cardinal Inc! had the wC_tl~n(::s to affert his title to 
the throne. 

But the natioilal proil)crity, and the comfort 
and happinefs diffufeJ by the impartial adminif­
tration of our beb,"."c king, woulJ hyc rec:::! ved. 
a mc.rtal fiab, had nut our finances been cored of 
that decrepitude il~to whkh they were fin!(ing : 
national bankruptcy, a moll: dreadful calamity, 
was feriouDy <lpprehended by men of expcrien-::e 
and pel!etration ; numbers tbou[;ht it unavoidable, 
and many had prophefied the timc of its happen­
ing-the k~D.g therefore united his exertions with 
tho[c of his minifiry to find out a remedy for this 
impen<li:lg e'.'il. !t was Mr. Pitt's good fortune 
to difcover J. plan which difpelled the rifing gloom, 
and whol:: ",lEeaey clilplays in the firongefi light, 
the grcatneis of his genius; it infures for him the 
gratitude of the n:ltion, and c1ot~le& him with im­
mortality. By means of a finking fund provifion 
is made for gradually liquiJ~\ting the form~r debts 
in a manner at once fimnle and effefrual, and rcft-
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ing upon principles certain and uniform in t;l(;;:-
operation, as has been incontrovertibly prove~ 1:: y 
an experience of t\ycnty years. But it was not 
cnoug\ to remove the datlL:; ~r ariling from tl,,:: 
debts of former w:!.rs ; the m;:'lller r!:aJ:.: it im­
pollible to co::trad a new d;.:bt, v. i'.hou e :It th~ 
fame tim~ p,-cviding the me:UlE of t:iLharging it 
. , 'd I . " , 1" 111 a mOL,e;·~:tc per!:). n tilcle jU.lI':iCUS a;-rall.ge-

ments, the king 1110fi readily concurred; and the; 
confidellce which a fyfiem {o rerfeO: has illfpired» 
h<l.th greatly increakd the CI~tc:rCii{c and exertion~ 



of t~;e people. Our national re[ources¥> being thus 
improved, every poiIible encouragement has been 
given to trade, navib:ltion and manu£'1crures, and 
the public profperity hath moft wonderfully in­
creaf:.:d. 

Thefe and ;::::111 Y' other judicious regulations, it 
is true, may Lc afc;:ibcd to 1\11'. Pitt; but the king 
ihares the merit for id-::':t:I1:; and keeping {uch a 
minifter. The dread of the national debt leems 
now to be [ubJiding, though to fome it is ftill ~t 
fubjc·.:.l.: of gloom an:! defp::tir : but fuch fears are 
not wc~! fOllnllcJ ; frJr a ftria exall1in::ttion 'will 
prove t. ::It our ~normous taxes are the natural 
con(quences of t'1e z,c~tne[s of our we:llt .~. 

It W:lS referved for the prcfent reign to put an 
end to a traffic whIch h:ld long been a difgrace to 
the nation and to :.:11 Europe, a traffic which gave 
currency to the mort [lvage opinions, which oe'::<l­
fioned the mon: dreadf'll crimes, whic!1 put aU 
moral law to dcil::tnce, and w11ich fubfHtuted the 
dominion at force for that of reafon. The blood 
of the innocent Africans no 10n['"(:r cries to He:lven 
againft us. Commerce has IY::~1 t:UJg'H to r~fpeCl: 
the laws' of humanity, and t~~e unhappy negroes 
ate acknowledged to be mtn. Our fovereigl1 re~ 
joice4 in pailing this falutJ.ry bw ; he rejoiced 111 
the ann~hilation of:l trade at which tuture ages 
w:ll be afl:onifhcd-a tr<lue wlli.ch outrages the 
principles of chrifl:i:mity, and tramples on hu-
man nature. ' 

Though an ;;,rclent lover 0f peace, our king 
has had the misfartun-: to be eng::tged in feveral 
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,lufi: and necdt'lry vnrs. He was not ahle to 111 .... 
fpire other nations. with that moderation. :1nel 
iove of order which anima;ted bis royallm::dl ;­
and found it necefiary to maintain the honour of 
the nation by ':epelling unju!1 and unprovoked 
aggrernons. The firfi of thefe was the ColoniaL 
or American war, the origin of which is to be 
found in the peace of 1763. Had our beloved. 
Sovereign cOli1ented to refiore Cariada to Frai1ce, 
the ftates of AmericJ. had {till been co!onies.~ 
Poifeued of the navigatIon of the lakes, and 
daiming a paDagc to Louifi,ma, the French vmuld 
have kept the Americans in cr,ntinual alan1', ha;·­
tailIng their frontiers and m;}king encroachments 
upon. their territories. Incapable of defending 
t}lemfelyes againfr a m,tion fo powerful, they 
·wm:ildhave anxlouDy maintained their conne~. 
tlon with their mother country, and would have 
willingiy contributed their {hare in the cxpence 
necefiary for their proteClion. But no fooner 
are they relieved from impending dai1ger tban 
tney ~urn upon thelf proteClor and fting the hand 
t:~J.t faved them [rem del1ruO:ion. It is not 11e­
ceDary to enter minutely into the caufe and ori­
gi.n of tlee American ·war.'~ t\lture hiHorians \l\'in 
do lufiicc to Great Britai;l when die m:<nia for 
undci1ned liberty and liccntinu r'lcl~: {kelL bye 
railed :J.way. It is fufficicnt j~',r m to ;'crYl:uL, 
that they made a diDnal return for th2 ",-,:i1 i en::· 
ipent in their quarrels, and for the bl(>:JU ·,;]:'.t h,:tlt 
flowed in torrents. They proved thcmi"e:ves nei­
ther affeaiorJ~ltc children, grateful u.,1o,.j::';, ::,c;" 
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friendly allies. I rejoice ho'wever in their {cpara .. 
tion ; they had become an intolerable burthen to 
the Britiih nation; they drew the attention of the 
government from internal improvements (of infi­
nitely more utilit¥) ta the foftering of infidious 
colonies; and fil1c~ this cxcrcicencc h8S been cut 
off, the Bri',i!h ijl,_, luyc advanced molt rapidly in 
fti'cn:;~ll and pr,.jI'crit~,-. No E:'r..::lifll'Tlan bas 
caufe to hlui11 011 aCcollllt of this ",ar ;,,,c it ,\-:;c, 

excited by faHion, and became fuccefsful throUg:1 
trcac 1:c:ry. 

But tile man unfortunate event of the rrefent 
reign is of a ll~',--;;', general and ddl:ruCl:ivc tenden­
cy, and is common to England with al: Europe. 
The revolution in France Las Ixen tLe fcourgc of 
the ,vorld fincc its commencelhent. '1 his dread­
ful conyulfion \Y:lS accelerated, jf not entirely 
produced, by the rebellion in America. The dif­
cuffions to which this fingular contdi gave rife, 
~nd the CGUn:CL'.i;CC (':;-;,11'<'(\ hv Louis XVI. ~o 
fuhjeEts in arms ;,pil~(t their lawful fovereign, 
erafed from the mindb of a great portion of his 
l'l'C;llc that rcyerencc anu <lcvotion for roy:dty, 
,yit:l '\V}Ji:;1 they were fo:-mcrly infpired. Thcfe 
imprd1ior,s ,yere c:tended and conlirmcd on the 
rctur:1 of tl:c tl'C'Cp,~ 'which bad been fent to A­
merica. T',~ gifts of freedom were p<"inted in the 
moil: Lfch~~l:ns l:ofours ; the flume of blind en­
thufiafm w~s bndled in their bre~fl:s, and a dei;,''; 
£: "". '1 l' 1 h· 'd" lor Li.._~\.::r, :,T c.:~~ l'~CL "'\~ ... _ L L.' II not lng COUl t:=~Lnbul [}l. 

Indeed, h:: king of F:'a,1cc figned his dc:::th \, ai'­

n~ntt ~:;1J :!:c ruin of his race W;~Cl1 he fign'.:d the 
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treaty with the rebellious colonies. He fuffered 
jealoufy to conquer prudence, and rejoiced in the 
opportunity of humbling a rival. 

It were eafy to affign t)JC caufes which made 
the revolution of France more f:lYage and more 
dangerous to other mtions than that of America, 
but r.e:-e it would be out of place. Our virtuous 
fovereign faw with CO:1cem the dreadful anarchy 
which pervaded (,at unhapfY coun~r~~, and the 
ihocking ma/facres vv lica were eyery dJy per­
petrated, but }:e detcrmincn to l'rJ(r~.'e his neu­
trality, having bid it dOWll as a maxim not to 
interfcr::: wit:l t!lC internal arrangements uf other 
nations. Rut the ,; --(waI}C,~ and ambi,joi1 of the 

u 

EtJhemeral rulers rf France, l~_l<Jll kit l,im noth-
ing but fubmiffion cr refllllilCC ; ~lI~J In'~r they 
had imbru~d t,ic:r Ll'lds in the blood of their 
humane and pious f()verci~;r., it 'YaS vain to ex­
pea jufiice. Indeeu the murder cf their king 
roufed t:le tender fe.:lings of t:;c '\v,;ole D;-;tifll 
nation; intercour[e "\'/ith France v.'as fuli)(~n(kd, 
and the National Convention hafteneJ to dccbrc 
war. \Vith refpea to the policy of a war with 
France, a difference of opinion at firil: rrc'~:l:lcJ. 
But whoever traces the progr~ls of t:1is terrible 
convulfion, muil: be convinced that it was iiTIpof­
fibIe to' maintain the relations of peace much 
longer. The rage for innovation was daily gain­
ing ground and might in a ihort time have 
overturned our happy confiitution. T;-;c French 
revolution prefented a fpectacle altogether new. 
Its ianguinary progrefs, its early attempt to over­
turn the C:uifiian religion. The hopes it orrer-
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ed to the Ji[affe8:ed in all nations, and the zeal 
,,;'hich it exerted to increafe them, jufiified the 
k;!1; in breaking ofF all communication with a 
r:;ll:ltr'" where the revolutionary fervour <:arried 
cnry thing before it. At this period the fitua­
tion of the Britilh empire was in the highefi de­
gree critical, and it was difficult to decide which 
courfe to pldilC. Subfequent events have how­
ever ju{tiiied the choice that ,,,as made, by prov­
ing ti,at a neutrality, had it been pollible, woul<J 
h:lve been infinitelv more defiru8:ive than the 
mofl furi(llls 'Y2S. \Vhat has Spain gained by 
her paticilt ajli:m':e, her humi liatiol1s and fclcrifices?' 
\Vhat the kin:~ of Pruffia for his temporifing and 
in!idious i',olic.'? Y,T:,at the Dutch for their mean­
nei-;' and ~un rj~!~~enfion? Has Switzerland itfelf, 
formeri" [0 virtuous and free, efcaped. the rage of 
conqut:il amI revolution? And if I be aiked what 
WE have g'!l1('d, I anfwer, we have gained fecu­
rit)·, we, a\'~ p 'cicrved our happy confiitution, 
we bave maintaim:d the purity of the public mor­
abo ',-e5, t:;at probity which feems on the con­
tinent of Eurc pc to be lofi, fiill difl:inguil.hes the 
Britifll charac:cr. That abhorrence of fraud and 
f:.diehood, that dignified independence whic:l ev­
ery perfon feels, who is confcious of the equal 
protefrion of the laws-that difdain of dl fawning 
fervility and meanneis, which the Jhycs of tyrant~ 
mun put on, Hill adorn the Britifl. nation. Had 
i. not hern for the war, we might have become 

'1 d~l;;~'- '"~graded '\yith our enemies, deprived of 
'~It ;.;:.' ~s, all [ecurity of perfon and property an­
i'i:l:b~d, and been found bowing at trle feet of 
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one of the Corfican ufurper's fatellites. Such a 
tyrant would have trampled on our la""s, on our 
religion and civil policy; he would have enforced 
with the moft unrelenting cruelty, the m.ofl: arbi­
trary and oppreffive meafures. Hating th3t love 
of liberty, of honour, and of virtue, implanted i;1 

our nature, he would have taken every method 
to debfe our minds. This would have been the 
exchange that we fhould have made for the gra­
cious fovereign whom we no\'\' praife. Infl:ead 
of his' paternal affection, his ardollr to increafe 
our happinefs, his mild and faithful adminifhation 
of the laws, we ihould have found ourfelves gro:U1~ 
illg under a goyernment of murder, a military 
defpotifm covered with corruption, at war with 
the virtuolls, and deluging the kingdom \'.'itlI the 
blood of her moft amiable children. Ruin and 
mifet·y would have overfpread the land ; the laft 
a(ylum of liberty ,vould have been deH:royecl ; the 
light of the world extingllifhed, and opprefTion in 
her moft dreadful attire would have been feen 
fuunding her victorious trumpet of horrour ,mu 
difmay. From evils fo dreaofnl we have been 
preferved by our watchful fovereign; and while 
other nations have fallen, we l"Cl:uin fecllrc, h:q 1-

py and frf~. He has conouaed the "eilel of tl:e 
'fiate with a fteady hand, and he continues vido-
nOllS. 

There is however one en'our, which, t110:1,;h 
flowing from a gcnerous intention, has produced 
much evil and pcrplexity. The feverity of OUl' 

nUiitime laws i:, the oflenJiblc pretence for arminh 
all Eu~'op<': ag;l!!1H: ljS ; but unwiie relaxations of 



t!1cL are tbe real fource of our prefcnt difficulty. 
In the year 1756, Lord Chatham di[covering that 
Fr:lnce, unable to refift our 1u'.'a1 prep.ondcr­
ance, had relaxed her colonial fyflem, and per­
mitted neutrals to bring home the produce of her 
colonies, \yhich ""vas done exclufively by her own 
ihips in time of peace ; and perceiving that the 
pretTure of the war would be thus leffened" adopt­
ed a rule by which the admiralty were to guide 
their decifioas to counteract her defign. The rule 
''>;',5, Tbat a neutral has lZO right to deliver a belli­
gerCllt [rcm th~ f'ref!ure 0/ its enemies' hrflilities, by 
trading with his colollies ill time 0/ war ill a way 
tlhi! 'lS.JcZS prohibited ill time if peace. '* 

The fairnefs of this ruJe muft be admitted by 
every impartial perron ; and its obvious tendency 
is to accelerate the return of peace: it was acted 
upon by Lord CJatham, and found efficacious. 
But fince his time, the clamours of felfiih neutrals 
have extorted a relaxation, as if the enforcement 
of tQ j uft a principle were contrary to morals. 
The firfl confequence has been, that the hoflile 
colonies have found a benefit rather than a d~[ad­
vant~!bC in t>lC ,;a1' ; they \';ere never more flour­
iihing, and their produce never flev/ed into the 
mother country in fuch abundance, '",ith fo great 
ehc~pne;:', and in !Q gl'cat feeurity. The navy 
kl'.'C been thus deprived of their lawful prizes, 
the manufa/lurers of the enemy find employment, 
his taxes are rendered preduClive, and he is ena­
bled to continue the conteit. 

But the fecond cla[s of evils arifing from this 

'" See ~Jons XIV. XV. XVI. 
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'inj:.!(;i..:i0l!3 rcbxatioa of our maritime hws arc 
fiill greater. The Americans becoming i: he C:1r­

r;c,-" between the hofiilc countries :1l1d their colo­
nies have rifen to a hclg;lt of FcJ;,e:-:ty w~Jic'1 
hath made them infolcnt and captious, 2.;:J eDt 

being able to navigate their vaft ihiF:)inr2;, tbcy 
entice our fcamen from the i'..:rvice of th.:ir CQ~::~­
try. And fa far are they from being 1"i~:s~:-;:d 
",ith the relaxations already m:±lL t:ut ~!l.:y de­
mand {till greatc;-, fuch as ml!;1 quickly under­
mine our il?Y21 power. They d<:t; in cur failors 
under pretence that they are American c;tizells­
They refufc our right of fearch, a.:d becaufe w·e 
are not incliu.:~d to bran~ their reqllefis, they de­
bar us from the:r harbours and interdict all inter­
courfe. One P:l:-t of th,~ d:[putc with the unprin­
cipled Government of that nation is happily r,::­
moved, the colonies of our enemies have all been 
con'luercd, ;\;10 it is hoped that our fovereig.n per­
ce: :;,'<g that his g::neroGty has produced nc;t:;in~~ 
but evil, ,,,ill return to t:,~,t j ull and equitable n~lc 
un w)li::h Lo~-J Ch:lth~l.;il ac.red, ano to which hL, 
iiluflrious fan, in his Iafi iIlne(" declared that he 
""::3 lL~ct'11;ned to revert. Firmly maintain;n~ 
our maritime rig:lts againfl: open enemies and fe­
cret foc3, \VC InJJ tlefpiie this degenen,te gon'!rn­
me:1t equ::tlly (LCi.itute of national honour and vir­
tue, and lea \'C the'll in {i!ent contempt to brood 
c':e,- their [dillh and iniqu;tous proceeJings and 
to b::omc t~ic execra~ion of future ages.'''' 

I~ is thus that the mofl: virtuous and generous 
condua [omctim~s proJuces, in this world, con-
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fequences partially grievous and which the flrong­
eft fagacity could not have forefeen. That free 
fyftem of colonization adopted by England fo 
wry different from the fevere and refiric2ive form 
ufed by utter nations inflead of nourifhing grat­
itude and affection, raifed difcontent, enmity and 
hatred. Our aged monarch from his at:xiety to 
gratify neutrals Telaxes his maritime rights. This 
ierves no other purpofe but to encourage de­
mands for farther relaxations. The Americans 
calling t:-,emfelves friends, inveigle our feamen, 
and orenl), prefer t"e moil: paltry interefis to 
OUf immdi~!t~ and tLcir own e"entnal [afety as 
a ll.1tion. nut the ddufion is vanifhcd, concef­
fions are :lJ ;,n end, allll the ferpent is difcovered. 

S:1C:1 are a few of the IeaJi:l'; points of the 
reign of our i~L)Lic:E fovereign :-To thefe, many 
others 111 i .:r\t 1- ave been added. The improve­
ment of t~:e juri {prudence in Scotland-the great 
liberality exerc:fed towards the French emigrants 
-the cordial reception given to the brra£Ted and 
un(,:rtundle Louis XVIII. when all the other 
kin,::;s of Europe rcfufcd him an aifylum. Is it 
t;'cn any wonder that the l'w:j,eri,y of the coun­
try hath i'lcreafccl in a moH: aaonilhing degree 
under an ::dm'i1iftLltion fo paternal: that asricnl­
ture has flouriihed in a manner unexampled in hif­
tory: d~;lt commerce has been extended in all its 
branches, and that the arts and fc!cnces have ad­
Y:!l1ccd infinitely more in Bl'ita~!l than in <'.Dy 
ot~er country in Europe? Indeed lcarnig and the 
:lri.,- 1 ZtYC always experienced tbe liberal protcc-
, f 1 1 • I 6() I . n' l' 
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Royal Academy of Painting, under his immedi­
ate care, fubjea to the direClion of forty artifrs of 
the firfr rank in their feveral profeffions. Thi3 
reBeCls immortal honour on the tafte anu muniE. 
Genee o,f the king, and proves his eagerncfs to 
promote the progrefs of d,e arts. Hc cl~eerful­
ly came forward to promote the efiabliihment of 
the Royal inftitution in Lon.don fJ)" t:'f purpofc 
of giving regular kaures on the lc;:~ilces : an 
infiitution which has already dOl \ ~ much tmvard" 
the diifufion and improvement of Ln)y,-ledge ai"lcl 
produced a feries of difcoveries only f0.rpaiTed 
by the difcoveries of NC"7~():1, and w;:ich, but 
for this, might have been frill unknovm. 

Animated by that pure patriotic fLime -\\':,ich 
is the nobleil: paffion that can enter the breall, he 
is forever feeEng his people's good, and ahvays 
teaching them, by his illuftrious example, hov, to 
procure it. Though far diftant, we are no leis 
the objeCts of his paternal care. To us as well as 
to the inhabitants around him, he is the faithful 
guardian and difpenfer of all the bencfits flowing 
fr0111. the moil: perfeCt form of government. Our 
con!titution, modelled after that of Gredt Britain, 
partakes of all the advantages which an experience 
of feveral centuries had accumulated. It is Qot, 
therefore, the work of a day; it refts· upon old 
and tried foundations, the more durable, bccaut'e 
vifionary empiricks have not been allowed to touch 
them. No f1ne fpun theories of metaphyficians,. 
which promife much and end in mifcry, ha7c 
{bared in its formation; fuch men may de11:rc~:. 
hut they can neyer build. All the pri-.'ile[;'~~, 



which Englifhmen poffefs arc curs. In this :-c(.. 
peer, the Britifh empire is united; for with a gcn­
erofity, neyer before equalled, thefe liberties were 
(xtenced, without l-c:eve, to the French inhabitants 
of LOvv(f Canada. This portion of a once great 
:md gallant nation, were received as fellow fub­
jeCls; every mark of ii.!hjeerion ,vas carefully re­
moved; tLeir yery prejt.diccs have been treated 
\vith the greatcft refpeC1, and they are left in ~he 
full c~e-cif"c of their religion and of all their civil 
rights. Yes, Canadians, valm1.ble are the advan­
t<:ges which you enjoy as Britifh fubjeers ; your 
ancient laws reipc2ing property have been retain­
ed b(caufe you clefired it, and tIre fe\crit)' of the 
criminal code has been removed by the introduc­
tion of the mil~er adminifiration of the law cf 
England. Your very feelings have been confult­
cd with a condefcenfion and delicacy highly pleaf­
ing; your manners and cufioms have been cher­
iibed and proteCted, your language retained in the 
comts c.f jufiice, in parliament and upon all pub­
lic occaf/ons. Our nacious fovereign as well as 
his p;,rliament, hay~ manifcfied no other defire 
than to extend yeur liberty and increafe your hap­
pinc[~. You have receh-ed the power of correer­
ing v,hat {hall appear wrong in your laws and 
infiittltions, and of framing fuch new regulations 
as the growiag interefi and profperity of the prov­
ince i11all require. Enabled to change, modify 
and imrroye the exifiing laws, and paJlelling all 
that is beneficial in the 13r;tiih confiitution, what 
may be j ufHy expecled on your parts in return for 
{;ifts fo precious? Surely that you will return that 



affed:ion and love for our auguft fovereign, which 
he has manifefted to you. That you will teach 
your children the value of the benefits which you 
have received, and infpire them with gratitude 
and loyalty. Behold, you will fay, the generous 
treatment which we have experienced from the 
Britiih. Thrown into their hands by the fortune 
of war, we found them friends inftead of ene­
mies. They relieved us from the numerous op­
preffions of our former government, and moil: 
anxioufly removed all traces of recent viCl:ory.~ 
We were enrolled among the number of Britiih 
[ubjeCl:s, and all the rights, privileges, and im­
munities of that happy people were conferred 
upon us. And, my children, living under a king 
fa generous, fa benevolent and juft, a king whofe 
greateft joy is to fee his fubjeCl:s happy and free, 
what can we wiih for that we do not poffefs : 
behold comfort, wealth and grandeur flowing in 
upon us, and our liberty giving our country the 
moft folid charms, notwithftanding its freezing 
fry and procraftinated fnows. To the freed man, 
labour lofes its pain; he may be poor, but he 
feels himfelf independent, and he bows not to the 
proud and the haughty, the rich or the powerful, 
for they dare not moleft him. Other countries 
may enjoy a warmer climate, and may produce 
more delicious fruits, but are thefe an equiyalent 
for anarchy, for defpotifm and oppreffion. Cul­
tivate then my deareft children, your affection for 
the Britiih king, government and laws, and for 

,your Britiih fellow fubjects. T~s affection, this 
loyalty will be better than mines of filvcr and· 

F 



gold ; it will warm your hearts and infpire you 
with the nobleft virtues. And let not this facred 
attachment to our king be cankered with the 
fpirit of difcontent: fly from thofe WllO endeav­
our to poifon your minds witl-j diftruft of your Brit .... 
iili brethren wit1 details of grievances which 
under fo free and generollS a government never 
cxifted, and of oppreffions which under fo free 
and generous a government never durft appear. 
And let not the fordid paffious of the foul deter 
you from ftepping forward, in the hour of dan­
ger, to defend YOl,r country, and to preferve, 
unimpaired, the glorious privileges which you 
h've received. Truft to your fathers who are 
ready, after fifty years experience of the mild­
!lefs, the juflice and integrity of the Britifh gov­
ernment, to prove their loyalty by the moft pre­
cious facrifices, and can you think that this up­
right government would change its virtues for 
fevcrity and oppreffion? No; the intereft of the 
people and the government is the fame. Let 
us therefore rally round it and facrifice, with 
alacrity, our wealth, even life itfe1f to preferve it 
pure: that thClufands may enjoy thofe bleffings 
which it is qualified to beftow, contented if we 
can contribute to its permanence and be entomb­
ed for our exertions in the breafl:s of a grate­
ful poilerity. Such, Canadians, ought to be your 
exhortation,s to yoar c;;ildren: inculcating, with 
paternal anxiety, atG-::ctiol'l r, ,r your ftllow fub­
jetts, pi"Oper refignation and obedience to the lav{s, 
a due deference and homage for fuperiors, and 
for thole who are publicly entrufted. 'with the 
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adminifiration of the province. To do this is 
more peculiarly your duty as partakers in the 
benefits of a conftitution of government found­
ed upon the moft equitable, rational and excel­
lent principles : a conftitution of free and equal 
laws, fecured on the one h:ll1d againft the arbi­
trary will of the [overeign, and th,e licentiouf­
nefs of the people on the other: a conflitutiol1 
wLich has become the fruitful fource of heroes, 
the nouriilier of liberty, the promoter of learn­
ing, arts and commerce : a conftitution "vhich 
protects and fecures the life and liberty of eve­
ry individual, and whofe pure adminiftration has 
been experienced for fifty years through a king 
who delights in being the guardian of freemen 
and the father of his people. To conclude, our 
gracious fovereign looks to t:,e inhabitants of the 
Canadas with peculiar pleafure: He has bQund 
the French part of the population by gift.~ and 
privileges which form ties of the moft pleafing 
and lafting kind, and he well remembers the fac­
rifices which many of his fubjects in Upper­
Canada, Nova-Sco~ia and New-Brunfwick have 
a lready made in his defence : He never forgets 
a kindnefs, and he has liberally rewarded them for 
the privations to which they have' voluntarily 
fubmitted. So Il\any marks of reciprocal affec­
tion infure the permanence of your loyalty; the 
fame ardour which you have formerly difplayed, 
and which, though unfuccefsful, covers you with 
glory, would ftill infpire you with the equal af­
fection, and your hopes of fuccefs would be better 
founded. And you who are young, remember 
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that as our gracious fovereign is dear to all his 
[ubjects, he ought alfo to be dear to you ~ imitate 
the loyalty of your parents, and as you are heirs 
to their pofTeffions, be heirs alfo to their virtues. 
And you who have come into this country vol­
untarily preferring it to your own, you will per­
ceive the duty of being true to the oath of alle­
giance which you have taken. You have been 
recognized as Britifh fubjects, you have been adopt­
ed into our family and received as children.­
Let then obedience and fubmiffion to the laws 
mark your conduct, and as you recciyc proteCtion, 
our king has a juft claim to your fervice. 

But in fpeaking to Britifh fubjects, to men con­
fciollS of enjoying liberty in its highefi perfettion, 
it may be fuperfluous to exhort to loyalty. They 
knqw that to rife in defence of the king and con­
fl:itut~on which nourifhes and protects us, has, in 
all agj:s, been a mark of difiinClion. The great­
eft arid beft men recorded in hifiory were eminent 
for their patriotifm. \Vho can fight ""iLl more 
ardour for wealth, for property, for honour, for 
family, for friends and for his country, than he 
who arms himfelf to fight for his own property, 
for his own honour, for the fafety of his friends, 
for his own family, his own felicity and the inde­
:pcndence of his own country? 

In defending our venerable fovereign and the 
government over which he prefides,we are defend­
ing our moft precious interefts, and difcharging a 
debt of gratitude. in a manner the moft agreeable. 
For it is by affectior: and loyalty that we are ena­
bled to fweeten the lail: days of our good king; 



thofe days which are inceffantly employed in pro .. 
moting our profperity and happinefs. His ex­
hortations, his authority and example have always 
evinced the moft generous zeal and <ictivity in the 
public fervice, and his adminiftration hath been 
principally known to us by acts of benevolence 
and mercy. 

He is now verging towards the grave, and like 
the fetting fun in a calm and ferene fry, he is be­
held by his affectionate fubjetl:s with praifes and 
bleffings. No murmurs cloud the horizon-the 
countenances of all are filled with the joy of grief. 
They know his value, t:~ey dread his lofs. They 
are not fupported by the hope which animated 
them during his ficknefs in 1789, that the ftrength 
of manhood would diffipate the difeafe. Alas! 
tllere is no cure for declining years, and they will 
not again burfi forth in the fulnefs of joy, with 
one heart and one voice, to thank God for his 
reftoration. But they have fpontaneoufly ftamp­
ed his chara/'tcr with the fairefi marks of honour 
and renown, when after an experience of his 
reign for fifty years, they rafe with accordant 
voice; ruflling into the temples, and pouring out 
the effufions of their hearts in prayer and praifes 
with thankfgivings and rejoicings, with deeds of 
benevolence and charity to their fellow fubjetl:s j 

they all expreffed their gratitude to God for hav­
ing {pared his gracious life. Such arc. the grate­
ful beams which illumine the evening of our 
fovereign's life; fueh the benditl:ions that are 
fhowered upon his tacred he~d::!, and fuch the ful­
filment of,the Bithop of London's prophetic pray-



er at his acceffion to the throne. " Let there be," 
{aid the loyal prelate, "but one conteft between 
" them, whether the king loves his people beft, or 
" his people him; and may it be a long, a very 
" long conteft, may it never be decided; but let 
" it remain doubtful, and may the paternal affec­
" tion on the one fide, and the filial obedience on 
" the other, be had in perpetual remembrance." 



NOTES. 

NOTE I. p.6. 

SEVERAL hiaorians, and Dr. ~mollet in particular, 
mention the rapid improvement of l-hnover after its 

elector became ki!lg of Great Britain. And they affign, as 
the cillfe of t his improvement, the partiality which George 
the Firfl and Second entertained for their hereditary domin­
iom. This partiality has f:,ivcn rife to loud and bitter com­
plaints, and it has been :::dmitted by writers of all paNics 
that Britiih intercfls were f.icriticed in quarrels not their own. 
It cannot be denied that the prefent royal family as cleaors 
o· H:wnver were more intimately conneaed with the a/f;;irs 
of Ih~ continent than the Stuarts had occaGon to be, but it 
d-·,·, not f,,'1olV from this that Hanover always gained as 
G'-L"t Britain lofl. The very contrary was frequently the 
L d. It is worth obfcfVlng that the Hanoverians have 
b. en as \'''1<1 in their complaints all this head as the Britifh, 
and rrobbh with as good reafon. They fay that the king 
of Grut Britain, invulnerable at home, was frequently at­
kck,d as eleaor of H~nover, and that country expofcd to 
d"l-'rLdJtions which might have been eafily avoided, had not 
the king of Great Britain difdained to adopt a policy 
which he would have willingly embraced as eleaor of 
H.mover. The cbmour again1l: the Hanoverians is there­
fore abfllrd: they fuffer more than we can do by having 
their cOllntry made the theatre of wars which their native 
princes might have avoided, and what we lofe is like dnfl in 
the balance compared to the invaluable advantages of fecur­
illg our conflillltion, liberty, and laws. 

NOTE II. p. 10. 

THE rage for eq"ality which the Amnican and French 
revolutions have introduced, has given currency to many 
notions falfe and I,lifchievolls. Perfons of high rank have 
not only been refllf~d the r, fpea and deference to v. hkh 
they were entitled, but republican ferocity has delighted to 
deprive them of reputation and talents. Kings and queens, 
Robles, and perf OilS of quality, fay thefe m~dell perfum, 



are unacquainted with the rights of humanity, incapable of 
fympathifing with dithers and confpicuous only for cruelty 
and ignorance. Amidll: their inveelives againII-' rank and 
dignity, thefe anarchill:s have bell:owed upon themfelvcs 
the moll- difgull:ing praife as cxclufively poffeffing all fcnfe, 
humanity, tafte and genius. Indeed the legillature of the 
United States ferioully deliberated whether they ihould not 
declare themfelves the moll enlightened nation in the world. 
What will fueh perfons fay to the eloquent letter which 
follows: 

" Mily it plettfe your llfajejly, 
" I am at a lofs whether I fhould congrat­

ulate or condole with you on your Lte vielory ; fince the 
fame Cuccefs which has covered vou with laurels, has over­
fpread the country of Mecklen"burg with defolation. I 
know, fire, that it feems unbecoming my fex, in this age of 
vicious refinement, to feel for one's country, to lament the 
horrours of war, or wifh for the return of peace. I know 
you may think it more properly my province to fiudy the 
arts of pleafing, or to turn my thoughts to fubjeCl:s of a 
more domefiic nature; but however unbecoming it may be 
in me, I callnot refill: the de fire of interceding for this un­
happy people. 

" It was but a very few years ago that this territory 
wore the moft plcafing appearance. The country was 
cultivated ; the pea Cant looked cheerful ; arid the towns 
abounded with riches and feftivity. What an alteration at 
prefent from fueh a charming fcene! I am not expert at 
defcription, nor can my fancy add any horrours to the pic­
ture : But Cure even conquerors themfelves would weep 
at the hideous proCpeet now before me. The whole coun­
try, my dear country, lies one frightful wafte, prefenting 
only objctl:s to excite tcrrour, pity and defpair. The bufi­
nefs of the hufbandman and the fhepherd is quite dife ontin­
lied; the hufbandman and the ihepherd are become fol­
dicrs themCelves, and help to ravage the foil they formetly 
occupied. The towns an: inhabited only by old men, wo­
men and children; perhaps here and there a warrior, by 
wounds or laCs of limbs, rendered unfit for fervice, left at 
his door; his little children hang round him, a1k an hino­
ry of every wound, and grow themfelves Coldiers before 
they find firength for the field. 

" But this were nothing, did we not feel the alternate 
infolence of either army as it happens to advance or rc-
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treat. It is ill1poflible to exprefs the confufion which 
even thofe who clll themfclves; our friends, create. Even 
thofe, from whom we might expect r;;drcts, opprefs us with 
new calamities. From your j u!1:ice therefore it is that we 
hope relief: To YOll C\'CI1 children and women mw com­
plain, whofe hunllnity 11:0aps to the meandl petition, and 
whofe power is capable of teprefl1ng the greatel1: injul1:-
ice. I am, fire, &c." 

If this illul1:rious Q:.leen were oblig~d to dcCcend from 
her exalted l1:ation as foon as a lady could be found capa­
ble of writing a fuperior letter upon the fame fubject, will 
;;,nv perfon capable of judging, hcfitltc to fay that the wOlilel 
have nothing to ;lpprchcnd, for no fuch per[lln ever could 
be found. 

NOTE III. p. 14,. 
PIlRSl)NS of licentious lives and thofe who are not accuf­

tomed to examine the elfects of moral caufes, will be ready 
to fuppofe that I luve dwelt too lout( upon the private and 
domel1:ic virtues of our amiable f01ereign. But I d,) not re­
gard the opinions of fuch ,perfons ; they are not inded qU.lI­
ified to decide, and I am fure of meeting, in this refpect, 
with the approbation of the good, who are aware of the 
great importance of virtuous example. The writers on 
the French revolution unanimouf1y declare that the gener:tI 
corruption of m1nners was one of the morl: powerful cau­
fes of that unhappy event. And this cormption was fup­
ported by the example of the king. Louis XV. lived in 
open adultery. He feduced a city matron, carried her pub­
licly from her huiband to exercife foverci.tn authority, and 
this opened a channel for licentioufnefs. This weak prince 
placed his fceptre at the feet of one of his mil1:reffes who 
had been chofefl from among the dregs of P .lris, and this 
r.: :annefs covered him with contempt, the certain forerunner 
d l1:Jtc diLlflers. G0\'crned by women of clnracters t~) 
aband')ned, d~cen('y fled the court. All who nude profef­
fions of hOlwur and who refpectee! propriety of concha, 
were OI'crwhelmd by the dC!1I1!'cl-lIions, the licentiollfn.'(s, 
the intr;~~';"s ~I~II corruption of thofe ablnd()ncd w?t1lcn, 
who furruunJeJ tht: king, with a crowd of peuple wlth?llt 
mOLl!.>, and enemies to virtue. This general corruptIOn 
of manneri. ;;"d the mC.1L1T:s adopt,: J by this d'c\('tell 
prince w;'akc:-::o his authority, undermined the {tete and 
.. mll:ed in prc:t'ki W; that revolutio!l in which his gr:ll1dion 

G 
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the virtuous and humane Louis the XVIth, peri/hed.­
When this prince afcended the throne, though fond of 
domefHc happpinefs, he wanted energy to purify fo cor­
rupt a court and fo rapacious an adminiO:ration, and he 
funk under the conflict. Many examples might be given 
of the bad effects of licentious morals in the higher or­
ders. Indeed every father of a family who has been him­
fdf guilty, fooner or later deplores it in bltternefs. In 
this new country where licentioufnefs h:ls already made a 
moft alarming progrefs, you frequently find people living 
deb:lUched lives difgraceflll to themfelves and pregnant with 
future mifery. Their numbers indeed keep them in coun­
tenance, and conceal, for a time, their contemptible fitua­
ti"ll. Bllt I might appeal to many keepers who, after living 
in a degraded manner for a number of years, give their 
paramour the title of wife not from <lny affection for her, 
!Jut on account of comp::dlion for their children: Excluded 
from genteel fociety, they drag out a miferable exiftence, 
and the vulgarity of their domefiic regulations and manners 
reminds them every day of their folly. 

NOTE IV. p. 23. 
WE ::1re frequently deafened with abfurd and ridiculous 

defcriptions of American liberty: But the foundation of 
true liberty is the firict and impartial adminifiration of 
jufiice. An obfcure member of the houfe of commons, not 
many months ago, accufed the duke of York of mal prac­
tices. He was attended to, and the conduct of the king's 
favourite fon was ftriClly examined. The inquiry in as far 
as it refpected his official bufinefs was highly creditable to 
his Highnefs, but notwithfianding he found it necetTary to 
fc r'~~!l. 

T;:.' commancler in chief of the American army is accuf­
ed not merely of mal prae.:c:es in his official capacity. but of 
recehing bribes from a foreign power, and of cunfpiring the 
overthrow of his own government, and he is accufed, not 
by an obfcure individuals, but by a f"nator in c(;ngrefs \\"ho 
declares t.imftlf ready to fubtlantiatc his charges. and to 
convict him of corruption and high treafon before any court 
of jufiice; but no proper enqui;'y takes place; he is not 
tried. but the affair is huddled up, Lord Melville \las ac­
.:ufed, impeached by the Honse of Commons and tried by 
his Peers; he was indeed honourably acquitted, but hi, 
friends durfi not preYel'lt his trial. Mr. Pitt and feveral of 
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th'~ King's f.:rvanl~ w,ere fllmmoned to give evidence :;1 
Mairlllone on the triJI of O'Conner; they all attrndcd, thn 
durll not difo)bey the fumnh)ns of th," COllrt; They g~\". 
th~ir evidence. Bllt Mr. M~dison and his colle:lgues re­
fllfed to obey the fummolls of the Court refpeciing Miral1(b's 
expedition, pretending that they were required in their fel'­
enl dep;ntmwts. This was to infult the COllrt, to expo[c 
it to contempt and to poifoll the fourcc of jullice. 

The American Juries pay fo little reg.ud to an oath, fo 
little altention to the evidence that their verdiEts are often 
erroneous. Mlny of them have no religion; many defpif\! 
it-numbers never h.1ve been b:lptifcd, and confider the oath 
a jell. So general is the corruption, and fa certain are fame 
perfons of the impoffibility of receiving jufHce from them 
that they willi that one or two upright judges were to de­
cide, and juries, in civil cafes, to be excluded. The Ameri­
can juri:s commonly enquire the political opinions of the 
litigators and give it to their friend, or if politics be Ollt of 
the qllcllion, they decide in favour of the poorer; we do not 
fay but that jufiice may be fometimes obtained, but her pre­
fence in the cou rts is rare. 

BlIt the lenity exercifed towards general Wilkinfon is not 
extended to thi"r politi :.i1 enemies, by the ruling party. 
Witnefs the vulg,lr anel grofs proceedings against judge 
Ch:1r~ and the opprelIion of the Government on Burr. Thl! 
Prcfid:nt even inflllted the judge for acquitting him in his 
public meffilg~ to Congrefs. 

NOTE V. p. 3o.-0~ THE FINANCE. 

I Twas prophefied about a century ago by perfons who had 
made the fimnces their partic,ll:l' Iludy that the prufpeCl: 
before us \q, gloomy. J\Jr. Bume, in the firfl: edition of 
his elTays, alT~rted thOlt we could not maintain oue credit 
when Ollr debt reached 100 millions, but he lived to fee it 
doub!.: this fum, and prudently expunged this paflage in the 
future editions of his works obferving that it was impoflible 
to conjeClure ho ,\' f.lf we might extend our credit, or to 
what amount the debt might be raifed. Our gradual in­
ne::fe of wealth has moll h:!ppily averted all predictions of 
Bankruptcy, the improvement of our manufactures and the 
great extenfion of commerce aided by that national attach­
ment which every Briton feels for his country, and which 
induces him to make the greateit facrifice in its defence, 
hayc al\\'Jys enabled the ftate to procure the necelfary fup-



plies. The experience therefore of the pafi jufiifies this 
c0mfort~ble conclufion for the future, that our finances re­
quire only to be directtd by men of integrity and informa­
tion, to enable the nation to meet allY exigency, :tnd to 
maintain this or :my other jufi and neceJTary war, as long 
as our enemies remain deaf to tmth and jllflicc. The ex­
ificnce of a national debt may be perfectly confificnt \';ith 
the interell: and profpcrity d the Country, and it is onl y when 
the borrowing fyftem has becn abufed, tbat it has become 
alarmirg. To thofe who tllay not be converfant in this 
interelting matter, the follo\\ ing (hort llatcl11cnt may be ac_ 
ceptable. Taking the public debt at600 millions nominal cap­
ital, this when reduced to rea! money capital \'aluing 3 per 
,cts. at 60 will amount to 360 millions. The fin!;ing iund this 
T'rcfent year enables the commilIioners to payoff ten one 
half millions or about I-34th panof the whole debt,fo that in 
3+ years even if the finking fllncl were not to accumulate, the 
prdent debt would be paid off. But it is eddent that if IOf 
millions of the 360 millions be paid this year, the intcrcfi of 
the money fo paid is raved, VI hich, in this cafe is [omething 
more than half a million, fa that in I8II fomething IBure 
than II millions can be paid; in fine, the whole debt would 
bc extingllfh~d on this plan in I7 years from this time, or in 
1827, But as fuch a rapid extinction of the natioIl.l1 debt 
would be attended with inconvenience, it is probable that 
Minifiers will apply [orne part of the finkiug fund to the 
immediate reduction of the more grievous taxes. Thus, for 
example, in the )ear 18IS when the Ilnking fund on the 
[mallell: fc~lc, fuppoling it to receil'c no intumediate il11-
rrol'cmcnts, \Vill amount to rather morc than [cventcen llIil. 
lions. Minilters mOl\' chufe to payoff only fourteen mil­
lions of the public debt, and repeal taxes to the extent o[ 
three millions per annum; next year or 1819, they can 
-pay the fame fum an(l repeal exifling taxes to the amount 
of another mi\lion ; thus the reduction of the taxes and of 
the debt would go hand in hand; nor do the new IOJns inter­
fere with this admirClblc [yHcm-for it is enacted that e\ cry 
new loan fhall be paid in ~-5 years by a finking fund pecllli.n 
to itfelf. The, Mininer in providing for the interefr of C\'cry 
new IOJ1I, prOVIdes one per cent ;)bove what is necefl'ary, and 
thi~ OI~~ per ~ent is applied towards reducing the capital 
,,-inch It does III abollt 45 }ears. This part of :he fyltcm 
has been amenJc~ by making the appropriation iar(Tcr ef­
pecially in time oi war, fa th;.tt cveT) new !oan may be rc-
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paid in Lj. years. On the whole, fuch is tht' rerUlll ces of 
the country, and fuch the certain fuceds of Mr. Pitt's plan 
that the national debt ceafc:s to be an evil u; any conliderable 
11lagnitude. 

NOTE VI. p. 3T. 
The policy adopted by the Britifh Miniftry towards the 

colonies after the peace of 1763 has be~n hell!" lip to execra­
tion, but when carefully weighed, we {hall find that we ge 
to the limits of our cenfure by callillg it unwife That 
they were endeavouring to lay a foundation for arbitrary 
power will not be eafily credited b:; allY imp.mial pcrl0n, 
SO'ln after His Majelty's acecfIion to the throne, the p:ulia­
ment voted three hundred thollfand pounds to enJ~':c his Ma­
.icily to give proper compenf.ltion to thc rcfpcctivc Provinces 
~n North America, for the expenees incurFcc\ by them dllr­
Ing the war. This generofity did not appear very conli:~­
ent with i4ill:;as of immediate oppreiTion. It is alfo \I orthy of 
remark that when the firH bill for taxing America \\'3S 

brought into r 3rliament, it met with no oppofition; the 
political enemies of the minill:ry who afterw:Hds declaimed 
10 bitterly againl1 it, were lilent. Indeed nothing conld ap­
pe~r more refOllJble than tbat thofe parts of thc empire 
which had benefited moil: by the expen[es of the war lhouldcon_ 
tribute [omet:,ing to lelTen the neavy (Lbt \-:hich thefe expenees 
had occafioncd, and not a member at that time,;n the honfe of 
Commons, had the fmallell doubt of the l:onfritutional right 
vcil:ed in the parli~m' nt to rair~ the contribution. After­
wards when the colonies oppof~d the col!cClion of thefe tax­
es, the oppolition begJn to difcovcr argument;; in their fa­
!'our, thollZh they Hill admittcd that Great Britain pofTcf­
f<:d the fllprcm~ governill~ and k~ill.'tiv~ power, aml had 
ulways bClIllld the ;~(lk,"ie" b)' her I.,w', ~nd by her IcguL.­
tions anel rdhiClions in trJlk, navigation and commerce, 
bat a dil1in3:ion W,15 attempted to be made bet ... :een this 
power and that 'If t:l\ing them, neither vcry cvid.:nt l'or 
ingenllolls. All parties allowed that n:tcrllli ,axe, iI'I:~!.t 
be levkd by parlLmlent, bllt not intcrn~1. The par~I.H'i' r:: 
therefore Cclncc:I,'d this point, and after rc!,cc,:i:Jg the Ihtr!' 
aa, they imp"fcd a fmall ux 011 lca. Bllt the c"lor.ic,. :;, 
had b,~I''' foretold, began tli eXC"'lnl, ,. it' the parli.Hncnt cf 
Great Britain have no ri~ht to L1X I'S iJ;ternally, it ~ln h'!' .. 
none u) lax us externally, anJ it it has no I'"'XC, to tax I~O 
without our own con[( ;It, it hJS !~.-,!·e 10 ';'l\ eril '), :c)!:.itc 
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for us without ollr conrent. It has been raid tlht the colo­
nies would have been content with a limited reprefet]t:ltion 
in parliament. This fcems ,.dollbtful. They api)'clr to 
have aimed at independcmce from the beginning, and i: is 
more probable that no conceffions, no advantages n/fp-red 
them by Great Britain would have availed. Bdides the 11,­
uation of the colonies and their mother country was pecu­
liar: They were long weak and feeble, always reeci', ing, 
and giving nothing. Moreover fllppofing fuch a cone :-'1 ,n 
to have been effectual, yet it could hardly be expecte.; fre m 
thofe violent mearUles which the colonies adopted. E,', n 
granting that the acts of parliament were inell.p",ic;-;t, 
granting that they were wrong, it was difficult to rc: !J~aJ 
them in the face of infllrreClion and defiance. As t:l ~ con·· 
tef!: has long ceafed, it may be thought nugatory to ent:·, iJl­
to the fubject, but let it be remembered that by iHG " '';I, 
that Great Britain, in impoling certain duties, was not achu· 
ted by a fpirit of opprdlion, but only with the ddirc of r:~n· 
dering her protection more effi.cacious, and if it appear pr,_'D­
able that the States had determined to be fatisfi~d witil Dv 

conceffions but to become independent: that they thank"d 
Providence, that they had arrived at growth and f!:rength 
fuflicient to rcfifl: the mother country; we {h;::ll be able to 
repel the infidious attacks m~de on our conntry by Ameri­
cans. Indeed we might proceed to {hew that the fame in­
fubordination which produced the revollltioll has caufed fev­
eral rebellions lince, and will finali,Y overtnrn the prefenr 
government. Great Britain might be mifl:aken in her poli­
cy, bOlt America cannot prove her guilty of injufiice or op­
preffion. 

NOTE VI I. p. 32. 
THE French revolution mnfi be allowed bv thoCe who 

were at firf!: its Friends, to have fo notori01(!1y failed to 
produce the beneficial effects which were confidently prom­
ifed by its authors, while it has been guilty of the mof!: hor­
rid exce{fes, and produced the mofi baneful c/fGcts that 
one cannot hear, without indignation, any perfon fpeaking 
of i~ a~ glorious. How comes it then that a very great pro­
portIOn of the American people f!:ill re2'ard this fano-ui nan{ 
revolution wiLh exultation, and after it

U 

has funk into th~ 
mof!: alarming defpotifm that the world ever faw, a nation 
pretending to the greatef!: freedom behold its progrefs with 
JOY, It is that the American n:volution has as certainly 
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f'tiled as that of France :-.nd is finking fail: into an anatchy 

;li<'h will give rife either to a gen€bl defpotifm, or to a 
oi, iuon. Proofs are not wanting toefiablilh the truth of 
tt ", '"inion, and a minllte illunration of them would be 
d(,;,,~;'an elTential fervice to mankind. Europeans and thofe 
,",Lv ~ive at a difiance are mined, and fuppofe that Amt::r­
:,:,:,n, are free becaufe they have a fine confiitlltion written 
upon paper. They do not know that this confiitution is li­
'lOle to infuperablc objections, and that it is only by infring. 
lng them that the gcvernment fiands. Infiead of po/leffing 
t:'L happitfi government in the world, the United States 
1-'"l[.;;[s one of the worll, for who is ignorant that that un­
:1:','PY country is fllbjeC1 to a Virgini.tn oligarchy. For­
eigners 00 not know until it be too late that the oligarchy 
Clr governing junta do not hefitate to break thofe parts of 
the conftitution which are in themfc1ves good, when they 
bt'?en to fiand in their way. The framers of the govern­
J(I'Cnt of the fiates feem to have thought that liberty was ev­
erv tbing, bl1t though this be the mofi material, other per­
LEiiu[1s mull be united, otherwife liberty itfelf will be in 
danger. 'Nhen a government po!Te!Tes no vigor it cannot 
perform the duties of its ,infiitution : when it cannot take 
fame of its meafllres fecretly accountable indeed after­
ward~ but not at ~he moment: the differing parts mufi be 
united: its meafures mufi be executed with difpatch, and 
its arrangements muft difplay wifdom. Nobody will be 
10 bold as to fay that the American government po{fefs any 
one of thefe advantages. The framers of their confiitu­
tion have been called wife, but this production does not 
prove it. Let any perfon read Lock's treatifes on government, 
De Lolme on the Britilh coufiitlltion, Blackfione, Montef­
quieu, with a few other authors who wrote before the minds 
of men were agitated with fucceffive revolutions, and C0111-

rare them with the f1imfy produEiions which have deluged 
the world fince the American revolution, and they will be 
forced to confefs, that in this fubjett, we feem to go back. 
The ancient authors appear to have fiudied the fubjett 
with more accuracy, and faw the neceffity of unit'_ng liberty 
with other eltimable qualities. The friends ot true and 
ratiO)lal liberty ,have to contend with anarchills on the one 
hand, and the naves of defpotifm on the other; and were 
it not for the Britilh government which is a practical proof 
of the propriety of their reafoning, they mull be over­
whelmed. The writer is not howe .. er fo blind an admirer 
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of the Britilh confiitlltion as not to be aware of Ceveral im. 
perfe8:ious, much lefs does he think it proper to identify 
the minifl:er ior the time being with the government: He 
conceives a man may be a firm friend to the confiitution 
and hollile to the minilter's meafures, but he thinks this 
hollility has limits, and fhould never be fo condu8:ed as to 
caife murmurs or to tr3nsform oppofition into rebellion as it 
has fometimes done (during the American war.) Conceiving 
the Britifh the bell pra8:ic31 form of government that ever 
exilted, thofe who undcrlland it belt mull love it belt, and 
fIlch will not hefitate to defend it at the hazard of their 
lives. In maintaining its purity, they will oppofe any en~ 
croachment tending to arbitrary power on the one hand, or 
popular authority on the other. Preferving the balance 
with lleady care, they will admit no changes on either fide 
without the greatell deliberatiun. 

NOTE VIII. p. 32. 
A GOOD hifiory of the American war is yet a defidera­

tum and cannot perhaps be written for fome time to come. 
The following dialogue between an American and an Eng­
lifhman, throws fame light upon the fubjc8:. 

A. How happens it that I never hear you praifing the 
noble {land for freedom "which we made. E. Bccaufe I do 
not think that you have gained any advantage, and I am 
not falisned of the jufiice of your caufe. A. Jullice of our 
caufe ! can any thing be more clear? Our property was to 
be taken from us without our own confent : We refined fo 
liilc an attempt, and we were vicroriolls. E. Two wars 
'Were unJcrtaken on your account, ar.cI the mother country 
c:tllcd upon you for affiihnce: You murmured, refufed, 
and left her to pay debts which fhe had contraCted on your 
ncr,,,!.t. A. But w'e had no reprefentatives. E. Was the 
demand ever made in an amicable manner? A. Yes, frequent­
b; petitions, rcmonflrances were often fent, but in vain. E. 
Em',' were thefe exprdfed ? in language harth and mpnacing. 
V,' erc a perfon to come tu you to aile you to do [omething 
fer him, in language rude and harfh, holdin CT a bludgeon" 
J,cLir;d his back rcJdy to ihike you 011 a refufal, would YOII 

[orant hi,: rcquell:? l\1y friend, your countrymen firll mur­
mnrcd ag~ina the fllpprcililln of Jthe illicit trade which 
thL\' clrricd on with the S anilb culonies and which gO\­

ernmcl:t, found. it ric,-e!lJr to prohibi~ from good faith 
1,luiL,'" In trcaries, FClhJp t \':~s done III too badl1 3 man-
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ner, but this was not furely a fufficicnt rcafon for fepJra~ 
tion. After this you w~re called upon to pay fomething 
to def~y the expenees ot the war: And the refifbnce fide 
proceeded from thofe colonies which had been favoured \\ itll 
the freef1: conf1:itution by the crown. They conceived this 
perhaps to be the eafief1: mode of getting quit of their ob­
ligation. A. But is there no time when colonies m:ly by 
afide their leading firings and rife up in their place among 
the nations of the earth? E. Perhaps ther;.: is : vVhen­
ever they are fo increafed in numbers and iln:n:;th as to h~ 
fufficient by themfelvcs for all the ;;<lml ends of a political 
union. Thefe are the Centiments of a great 1,\"; iter. But 
you were not thus adequate till the French were driven out, 
and then you fholild have proceeded in a very dHTcrcnt man·. 
nero No general application for a limited repref,:ntation 
was ever m:lde by the colonies. And did not Great Brit-. 
,ain gradually rcpeal her obnoxious law3, and retain at lafl: 
only a fmall pittance to f:lvt: her honour and maintain her 
authority. Were you fatisfied with thefe conceffions, did 
YOll receive them with pleafllre and proceed in modefi: 
petitions for the conceding of a right which was certainly 
doubtful? No, you rofe in a Ramt: bt'caufe you did not re­
ceive, at once, your whole dem?nd. Britain willing to hu­
mom her froward children,. retraced her fieps, and only wUh­
ed for a cover to give up the refi ; not that the was con­
vinced of the juftice of your canfe, but {he was averfe to 

bring things to extremities. When two parties di[~gre.., 
about a doubtful point, mntual forbearance is cxp"B:d : 
That Britain fhewed this is cert~.in-but which of the colo­
nies {hewed it. YOll f?~ak of bciuiS repr(cfentcd, the peo­
ple of England are p,,-r:; .Iii,! r:prefented, and had your [;'p­
refentatives been prefent ;n parliament, they could not havit 
prevented the palfage of 11 r:,,:;ie aB:. The Americans, at 
that time, did not exceed tbrte miilions-thc inhc!bitants of 
Great Britain were about eleveil ; but the pronQftion of 
taxes expe8:ed would not h:l.ve bem one nineteClllh ()f the an­
nual eApenditure. It will eafi!y be ken by a c],-,[c infpec­
tion of dates that while you were pref'"J'lins; petilions to 
the king, you were preparing vigoroull y n'" ollly for d"fen­
five btlt offenfiv,e war, and taking ever)' methocl to \ ilify allel 

to oppofe the government from which YOll rebclkd. r", 
What gives me room to think your clllfe llnjul!:, not OIle 0\ 

thofe in both houfes of parli:ll11'.nt who brought forward 
mcafures of reconciliation, 'idmitted the principles for 

H . 
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which YOll cor,tended. How could they admit tha:t three 
/loulJ dittate to eleven millions. The ben plan would have 
been to have h~d nothing to do with you and left you to 
yourfclves: Eut this could not be expect~d : Tpe paffions 
were raif<:d on both tide, the atlantic, anJ rcafon was not 
heard; but no other mode would have anfwered. I am, in 
fine, of this opinion concerning the American war-That it 
W:iS lInwifc in Great Britain to adopt coercive meafures, 
but that the greater degree of injull:ice rcll:ed with the col­
onics--That no mode of rcconciliation which could have 
been olfercll-woulJ have been effectually permanent; a fep­
aration mull h:lVe enfl;cd, for that fpirit of democracy 
which now proll:ratcs evay thing virtuous .!Ind honourable in 
the United States had already rendered them incapable of the 
moll: moderate fubordination. 

NOTE IX. p. 32.-011 the Declaration of Indcpendenu. 
ANY perron who has converfed with Americans mull: 

have ohferved the veneration in which they hold the declara­
tion of indC'penJence. This paper is valued more than 
Diana wa5 by the Ephtlians, and bc,aufe fvlr. Jefferfon is 
fuppofcd to have written it, the pateful States have quietly 
fubmitted to his ruinolls policy fl'r eight years: A policy 
which has pla'ced th~m in the moil defpicable and ridiculous 
iitll:l.tion. This cxtrd"rdi"ary f,wcimen of gratitude in a 
I'L(\I,k fo milch ali"e to their o\\'n interef'ts, raifed my cu­
ri,,!;t)' to recHl awl ~xamiile this declaration 'with greater 
care than I had ever dclrte before, and not having any par. 
ticdar refpce:t fur its fllp!,ofcd author, I am willing to 
h'1Zard a very inv lC:Y.":!~s upon its various contents.­
\Vcre I difpofed to k 11.~rn:, t:le preamble affords me a 
vcrI' gu"tl o·PPGrtllnitv. The paper hegins with much af­
fcded !;/cmr.ity-" When in the courL: (If human events, 
it becomeS nec~ll~ry lor or.c P':\)i,le to diHolve the political 
b.lnds H:,il:il bOll c C'mncCl:ed t:,c:n with another, and to af­
LIlne <!rr1l'll" tl!C powt'rs of the La.th tJ-.e fpp:lrate and equal 
iLtj,)t1 to ,.\':,i<:,: tce 1.\\\'5 of natl'r" and of nature's God 
LlI!itk them, a d<,··t rtC;·,.<'1 to t:le opinions of mankind 
r..'C;lJj,·:, t~lat tl,n' {h.·;J\,i lkc\.;r~ t::c: cwft's which impel 
t:lein to a i~I)~r.lti·')'1.'J 

\'':;·c:t d8c' t:,i, fl c'" writer meall b\' the laws of nature 
:l:lJ of nalllr"', G ,j'? ,\re there two diflinCl: codes? Are 
the laws of !'c,ture a·,J thc laws of the God of Nature dif­
f·cr'.,- I ;-':0 i.~ c:':.,r nonf~nfe or t;,.,olJ;Y, or fometbing 
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worfe. Many have endeavoured to (hew that this exprcffion 
proved the truth of the accu[atiun frequently preferred 
againfl the author that he was an atheilt ; but as I con­
ceive it impoffible for any man that thinks, to be an athe­
ifl : It is enough to thew the daute to be nonftnfc, and 
furely fuch a fpccimen in the preamble militates very 
much againfl: the high cluraCter of the ral)~r. The fec­
ond paragraph taken with a few verbal alteratious from 
Hutchifon's moral philofophy afferts the belief of the fub­
fcribers in feveral abflract truths, and which uken abflraCt- . 
Iy, nobody is difpofed to deny. ConlGquently their folemn 
intrcdllC1ion in a declaration of this kind is, to f~y the leafl, 
exceedingly abfurd-" We hold thefe truths to be fdf-c\'i­
dent; that all men arc created equal; that thL) arc endow­
ed by their creator with certain unalicnaLlc rights; that 
among thefe are life, liberty, and the purfuit of happincfs ; 
that to fccure thefe rights. governments are inflitlltcd among 
men, deriving their jufl powers from the cOllfellt cf the 
governed; that whenever anv form of government becomes 
dcflruElive of thefe ends, it is the rig'lt of the people to 
alter or to aboliflJ it and to inl1:itute a new government 
laying its foundation on fuch principles, and organizing its 
powers in fuch form as to them {hall [cem mofllikely to ef­
fect their fafety and happinefs." 

I have not quoted this long pafTage with a dew of con­
tradicting t:,e l1:atement it makes, although it might be 
lhewn that, admitting thefe things to be true, they are not 
felf-evident; but trulling that I am as friendly to folid lib­
ertyas Mr. Jeff~rfon, I embrace the opportunity which 
this pailage, by flating too little, affords me of noticing an 
crrour which all the writers on government fince Rouileau 
have wilfully committed. They fpeak always of rights 
but never of duties. Now it is evident that duties precede 
rig~ts, indeed the eflab1ithment of our rights is the reward 
of our duty. If man cannot live folitary, he mull join 
himrclf to other men; by this junCtion they become ufefuI 
to one another, that is they perform certain reciprocal du­
ties, and the fruit of thefe duties is greater perronal fecu­
rity ; greater power over property, more comfort, and 
m(l[C freedom. Now this life, this liberty, this happinefs 
is in a manner created by fociety, is rendered valuable by 
the performance of certain duties. To fpeak therefore of 
liberty and happinefs as rights previous to the eflablish­
ment of fociety is :lbfurd, and to fpeak of them at all, 
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without provin" that they flow from the performance of 
dUIV is nc~eJil~c.ly incorrect, ;1f~d leads to the moll: terrible 
~ontcqlJ( lice'S. ~r;) this wilful fei'oration we may attrihute 
many excellcs in the lJtc revolutions. The people were 
:llways told of tbeir rights-never of their duties. T.hey 
were luutLll from all refiraint ; they thought they mIght 
fieze fnry thing and do nothing. No wonder that a doc­
trille of this kind was pOl·uhr, bllt its fira propagators who 
knew its fuphilhy 11.1'.'<: h::d no great caufe to rejoice, for 
the mob knc commonly alfumeJ the dreadful right (for 
wh"t yillainous exertion of power has not been called a 
right) of pllttins them to death. The innovators in pol­
itics imitated the empirics in religion, the latter have 
J011e7 tallght the doctrine uf unconditional grace, that their 
hli~)wns flull be f;l\'cd "ilhollt doing any thing. The 
iilJlOy"tors in ruiitics percei \ ing how poplliar this was, 
immediatelv r.P'.:rcd liberty in its lItmoll: perfection for 
r.,t'.ing. Tl.c people had nothing to do but to enjoy.­
AYtn t:lis c!.lUf~: -,v"i,'h mllll: deceive, for few can deteB: 
its fophill ry, the Declaralion pr,,'ccds, H Tbat the hiJlo­
ry cf I."e !u(c,'11 king of (,'rca! Erilain is a hiJlory vf re­
p,.i:,':' .. '/I!/;O lind "/"i"liJilf, all baving in dirdl olicE! 
1/'1' ~/." .. l;/:;im! ~l an alj~/lIle tyraNlly o7h'r I!-e /lateJ-T'? 
lrvw ,/,is let faEls be ju/·mitted to a candid world. Then 
f,,:low ',',1.;11 are dClmed the facts, but which are, in truth, 
",:y v;;guc aITertions. The firll: twenty-three aITertions 
rdate chiefly to matters previous to the war, fome of 
f.un inflead of heinG grievances may be proved to have 
bllT. Li,'ldv bcnefici~l to the ll:,ltes. Others refer to the 
ev'; lir.;; (if filch prcr,.:~lti,,, (·f the crown as it always 
i,,·:r:'if.·d ,md Hill poITen". 1\1,'-' the remainder admit of 
J',. L aro elt'cid.lti,m as would entirely prove the falfehood 
(! the fira ,dl~'l i ;"n in tk declaration that a feparation 
\\':1.< I1ccc!Ln\'. To (,pItT into a minute <:xamination of 
ea·~ll cburl.' V, ould be too tnLKh for a note, but [urn a 
worf: w",del be ui'crlll : Vile {hall content ourfclves with 
mcnti('~liIl6 a few facts wh,eh prove the falfehood of the lafl: 
quOt:;1 iun. 

\V~ mcnt~oned, in a former note, the liberulty of Parlia­
ment III \'011"" I. 300,000 as a compenfation to the colonies 
fuoll alter His U .• jeily's accdlion. Was this oppreJTion ? 

!n. ri.c'l'c,hc· of 1763, the interell:s of the colonies were 
pnnClpallv alt·,ndcd to. Was this opprellion ? 

In 1764, forne rtfulutions were adopted concerning the 
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American trade; a year's delay was given to allow them 
to be canvaffed. Was this like oppreflion? The coloni~1 
agents ':cere c\cn invited to petition to be heard againlt the 
refolutions, but they declined. OppreHion 1l1Ould be made 
of /terner /tuff. ' 

In 1767, fome duties were hid upon gbfs, tin, paper, 
and painter' s col om, , iii"' [,orten from Great Bri tain into 
America. This was a mode of taxation admitted by the 
colonies and tLei r friend, ; bllt conceflion had now made 
them haughty, and they denied even this power in the Brit­
ilh parliament. Indeed the afTcmbly in New York refolved 
to Jny no regard to an aCl for providing troops with ll<;celf.'l­
ries it! ~heir quarter,;, bllt regulated the prU\'i!iollS according 
to their own fancy. 

Thefe: laft duties having created great commutions, r!1il,­
ilters Lng",~cJ tn repeal them, and in 1770 they were all re­
peded except thre~-pence per lb. on to::3. Was this op­
preflion ? 

In 1770, a tumult happened in Bo!l:on between the townf­
peof,le and the foldiers, in which fome of the to[!,1Cr were 
killed. The foldiers were inllantly dclivcrccl lip tur trial 
and acquitted by a jury of tOWllf.I11l'!l. Was this oppref­
han i 

In '773, the Dollonims dcllroyed the tc~, and this OCC:l­

fioned the Bolton port bill, a mcafurc certainly provoked by 
the conduct of the people of this town for (eler.l! years pre­
,j"'J'; to this, but ,,,,hich "'as only i'~L 11(\ d to be temporary. 

1., ; 'ii' -" it ',\','S en:.i:l:td th:<.t , ... 11,,1 :ln:, of the colonies 
fl~ ,dd 1',,):,(,;',,' ":'v"',lj,,,, to their abilities to r.:ife their due 
prvl"" :i, ;, ~,''.\ ,1 cis ri,e ~'ammon,kf':'n~c, fuch 'proportion to 
b~ nil"·! "!1~r ',he "uthorilY of the alll:mbly of fuch prov­
ince :lnd to J) . "";',,L'b1c by parliament, and when fuch col­
Of; , 1:"0·,1,: alf,) <:D"";C to r>lovide for the civil goveTllmcnt 
and th~ ~(L.T1itl,:1, l:"11 nt jll:lil'c v;ithin fuch province, it 
i1h)"LI be prrilTI" if ("ell a propoLt! fhould be approved of 
by hi, 1'.'I"jej(v ill i)'lrJi,lIl1cllt tv forbear in r(fpeel t,) hch 
culony to leI y anI' d,,,is or t;,xes or to impofe: any turther 
dulie, or L, '," 's c:,ccpt filch as should be Ilcl~!llry (or the 
regJllation ot tr."I<-. 

Whik the col')J,ies were fellding the moll fpeciolls dec­
larations t., the Britiii" awl pditinns to the king and parlia­
ment, praying for a repeal of thofe aEts which they confid­
crcd grievous; they were bury preparing to carry the war 
luto Canada, aild they did c:lrry it there amidll: their pro-
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thing and d'Jing another was bC;2;'lU !,!' thefe fages, althfJugh 
they diu llot carry it [0 far as the rulc:rs ',f France. The 
different kinds of governments e!labli/hed in the col­
'lIlies, all (,f tht:m leaning too much towards democracy, 
left thc mother country very little controll!. In Malfachn­
fetts the h:.u little or none, for the governor only was ap­
pointed by the kinS, the council and al1embly were chofen 
by the people. It was the extreme mildn<:fs of the British 
govern meet and the great liberty that was allowed them that 
produced the revolution. MOlny per(.)ns j<Jlned the rebel­
lion from the pllrell: motives, bllt it nny be very trafily 
proved that jl1fiice was on the fide of Great Britaltl: She 
made conceffions before the commencement ot h6ailities, 
as fall: as could be reafonably expeCted. 

The remaind?r of this Lmolls paper blames the king for 
aCtions done after the war was begun and is ridiculous be­
caufe they were themfclvl's after this period, more aCtive 
than he. In eight danCes he is branded with a number of 
crimes all incident to a ll:ate of war. If the war itfelf was 
jll/l: the profecution of it could not be criminal. On the 
whole a critical examination of this paper is not much in 
its favour and had it been analyzed more minutely the falfe­
hoods and mifreprefentations which it contains wOllld have 
appeared !lill more grofs. It anf wered a prty purpfe, in­
flamed the minds of the people, but to polterity it can have 
no charms. 

NOTE X. p. ~i. 
011 fbi! COlldull of 'he American Jrar. 

The plan adopted by the minill:ry for conduCting the 
'War W<lS able and judicious. New York was to be the 
chief feat of military operations and a communication kept 
up bet w(cn this city and the lakes. By this means the 
fUlIthern .md northern provinces would have been effeCtually 
fcparated and the Britilh commander would have haul the 
}'ow'~r of prefcribing the fcene of action and of quitting it 
when he chofe. But lord N,'rth committed two capictal 
lllifbkes which produced the unfortunate iffue of the war. 
After coercive meafllres were determined IIpon, he did not 
f<.:nd olle IIxth of the force nt'celTary and in the mean time 
the colonills were making every preparati:m and oppreffing 
the friend, of governmt'nt, who remained without protec­
:i,)!], in the molt cruel manner. V,'hen a refpeCtable force' 



was at length fent ; it confifted chiefly of Germans, m~1ll 
who had no intereft in the event and whofe movements 
were fa Ilow that they ruined every thing. But the great­
er blunder of the two was lord North's appointing generals 
to the chief command in America who were againll: him 
in politics and who had publicly dcchrcd that this Wdr wa£ 
unjull:. We mutt indeed aumire the principle upon which 
he aB:ed as candid and generalis, the noble lord fllppo[.:d 
that although in parliament they frequently voted 3 6ainit 
him, yet as men of honour they would do thdr dllty at the 
head of their armies. In this expeB:ation his lordihip was 
grofsly mi!hken,and it is to be lamented that generals Howe 
and Burgoyne did not fuffer for their mifcondllB:. Vie mult 
obferve that lord North's liberality in this inlhnce went 
before his unll:erllanding, for when he faid, it does not fol­
low that thefe men will difgrace thcmfdves abroad, becaufe 
they m~:' oppofe me at home, he reafoned crroneouily­
Nor was he jllll:itied in hoping that at the head of their 
troops they would exert thofe talents which they were: 
known to polTefs and crulh the rebdlion. For if the no­
ble lord had confidcred the matter rightly, he would have 
difcovered that he was aB:ing againll the moft direCl moral 
evidence. When men are fold to a party the prubability is 
that they will remain true to that party at all hazards. The 
minill~r therefore Ihollid have empluycd officers even al. 
though thdr talents were inferiour who confidcrcd Amcrican~ 
in anns the enemies of their country. It i, notorious th.lt 
general Howe ridiculed the friends of govcrnmeut and gave 
them no en.:uurage:nent. The provincial regiments which· 
joined his army were treated with the greateft difrclpea, in­
fomuch that their uniform became a badge ut di:gr:lce.­
The confequence 'was that many deferted and from h, j n~~ 
ollr friends became our moll: bitter f",:s. ThoufJllds" l rl'" 
prevented from joining when they beheld the ropl general, 
rewarding their loy~lty with infllit. It was caiier to h~.j, 
the oppreffion of enemies than contempt and poverty \Y !":L 
theyexpechd fricndfhip and protection. It is hut jurtict: 
to general ilurgoyne to fay that in this p:uticlIlar he ac1cd 
much more honourably than general Howe, but Lord D,l[­
chefter, then <T('neral Carleton, v.-:h the molt attentive to 1he­
American 10y~lills and always treated them \\ ilh the grt'.l:­
ell benevolence and rcfpeB:. After all "c cannot hC'lf' ad­
miring lord North's libenlity in this partk,Jlar, but let , ... 
lhtefman again reduce it to l'raCtj,,·, 



NOTE XI. p. 37' 
On the Profptrity of Great Britain. 

TH E rapid increafe of the trade and commerce of Great 
Britain, fince the American revolution, has been truly afion­
ilhing, .Hld fully jllflifies the conclufion, that before that pe­
riod the :l1tention of government was too much confined to 
the coloni,es. Since 1786, the exports and imports have more 
than doubled. The internal improvements have proceeded 
with fiil! greater aB:ivity-roads, canals, docks, public build­
ings, incrc:;fe of towns, &c. I t would be eafy to make this 
note long. I might mention that there is in value fix or fev­
en hundred millions of infurable property in Great Britain 
and I rdand ; that the very houfes are valued at more than 
two h1lndred and [eventy millions; the merchant {hipping 
at twenty-four millions, and the revenue exc1ufiveof loans at 
fifty eight millions, &:c.-but I forbear entering into details. 
See an excellent fpeech on tbis fubjeB: by the Honourable 
John Richardfon in 1808, on committing a bill for dablilh­
ing a bonk in Lower Canada. 

NOTE XII. p. 37. 
On the erwJn of tlu French Revolution. 

TH E dreadful pic1me drawn by profeffor Robifon in his 
book of mafonic confpiracics and by the Abbe B:ureul of 
the vall: influence of the philofophills, has al way_ appeared 
to me greatly eX3t'~erated. The mafs of the people could 
neither read nor" rite, and to fuch \' oltaire and his affoci­
ates \\ rote in v~in. 1>lt cLough thde people could not read, 
they could hear. and the foldiers who had fe;;ved in the 
American W:lf did more on their return than all the philo­
fophifis together. l\1oreover lhe Americans had been pat­
rnnifed by the court: the public attention was turned to­
wards them: thdr dccbr~tions and motives were examined, 
.. ead by thofe \\ ho co.lId read, and commented upon. It 
was popul~r with the court to defend their c:wfe and it foon 
hc.ltne popular "itb the n~tion. The literati never 
h;Jd the power of commanding an attention fo general 
.-'s this, although they. no doubt, made ufe of it when it was 
peer'llc:d. B!!t t:ill the l:,<~~;crated defcription of the hap­
I tncfs of Am,lica by a \\ .'llmLd fc)lciier, and of the right!> 
and pridlegts of its frt2 illhabitants would make a much 
more lively impcilion than the moil: finifhe.-l harangue.­
Th,' AmeriC:lll was therefore the chief cau[c of the French 
r':lululiun. Other c.ll1fcs, no doubt, concurred. The cor-
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rnption of the court; the o?pofition ot" t:w ryarliJnUll , 
the mifcrable fbte of the fin;mces ; the corruptivn at jll~ice 
and of religion • 

. The progrefs of th~ French tevolution h:ls been moil: ex­
tr:lOrdinarv. In 1793, the FrC;:lllh gllili"ti:wt! thcir 1.\\\ .-,.) 
king, LOlli, XVI. In 18o~, they raife.! to the throne Bona­
parte. It is worth the whi!, I'J examine the ch ,r~cL:rs of 
thefe two perfons, that We may be able to v~l\le the 2d\'2n­
tages of the c1nng~. LOllis X VI. pOlfc'(I'~d IIncommna be­
nevolence :md gooonefs of heart; ample proofs remclin of 
his love for his pwpk, and his earnefl dcfire to Fromot~ their 
happinefs ; no man ever lhone more in domc:~ ic life, or ex­
-celled in the qlJaliti"s \"hieh adorn a private l1:atioll. Hi~ 
fentiments and directions \\'hich he addreffed to the preceptor 
of his fan, refi"ct on his head and heart immortal hono\lr.­
Magnify (faiJ this amiable monarch) in his eyes the virtues 
which confiitute a good king, and let your leilolls be ada;>u! 
to his comprehcnfion. Alas, he will become one day but too 
firongly tempt<:d to imitate fuch of his ancdtors as were dif­
tingllifhed only by their warlike exploits; military glory 
dizzit:s the br;!in ; and what fpedes of glory is that which 
rolls its eye over fireams of human blood, and defolates the 
univerfe? TelCh him with Fell'~lon, that pacific iHinces a­
lone are held by the people in religious rem"mm-ance. The 
firlt duty of a prince is to render his people happy; if he 
knows what it is to be a !dng, he will ahv:lYs know how to 
defend his people and his crown. 

Teaeh him early to know how to pardon injuries, forget 
injuftice and reward laudable a8:ions,- to r.lpea morality, to 
be good, and to acknowledge the fervices which :lre rendered 
him. The wholc-Ietter is in the f"me flrain, and conltitutes 
the highdt panegyric that can be pronounced on t;.is amiable 
king. ~ It mufi however be confelTed, that as a public char­
acter, h,~ wanted firmnefs an:! conlbllcy, which dif1ukd him 
from withfianding the fiighttfl: menace. The di~cllities 
he h"d to encounter were too muc'>, and he [ .. nk ill tne con­
flict. Yet the French will, one day, reol to rememLrance 
the wrongs they have done him, and they will curf.! the b:ir­
h:uity of the villains who durfl imbrue their facri!.::gi('us 
hands ill the blood of fo good a prince. The prefent cmpe­
rnllC of France, the favourite and elea of :h2 people. forms 
" complete cantrall to the prince wnQr.! they n1llntcrcd.­
r ,Quis XVI. was pllt °to death. for hi, vi r:'c:<:3, all-:i ilOI)3panC 
',if'.t! tr, the purple for hi< cri!l1~~. Th" ,::rp,::'n: \:~,' firir 
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a lieutenant of attillery; then one of the fpieo of the poJlce i 
he was made a general for marrying the call-olf millrefs of 
hi~ patron; poifoned his lick foldiers in Egypt; murdered 
his prifoners ; perjured himfelf in numberlefs inllances ; 
fubverted the confiitution he haa fworn to maintain; malfa ... 
ered Capt" Wright, the Due Enghein, Toulfaint, Pichegru, 
Villeneuve, and in fine, what dreadful crimes hath not this 
man committed? He is the betrayer of nations, and the 
fcourge of the human race, I n on~ thing he aCls according 
to retributive juflice; he governs the French people 'with a 
rod of iron. Under his laih of fcorpions, they will learn to 
value the peaceful monarch whom they have loll. As a pub­
lic character, he poITefles abilities; but they are the abilitiei 
of a demon, always employed in promoting evil. 

NOTE XIII. p. 37' , 
So much has been written concerning the imprelfment of 

Britilh feamen from the (hips of neutrals, by rerfons more 
competent to the task, that I ihall content myfelf with mak­
ing a very few general ubfervations lIpon this important fub­
jecL When tl>is quefiion is argued upon the princi­
ples of the laws of nations, the difputants can find no pre­
cedents, and therefore each party draws infelences from, ef­
tablilhed rules, which the other i~ unwilling to admit. It is 
therefore no wonder that by this mode of difcuffion the quef­
lioD becomes more perplexed and obfcure. What is com­
monly termed the law of nations is an imperfeCl collection 
of dlabliihcd \I[ages, which contemplate a very f(jw partioll­
lars, and which from their very nature mllfi be always mul­
tiplying. The mof!: perfea code of laws fails to comprehend 
every cafe, elfe there would be no neceffity for the enactment 
of new regul"ti'Jns every year. Yet if it lhould be thought 
necelfary to defend the condua of the Britlih ,?pon this 
ground, it might be done with fuc"~fs. The law of nations 
exprefsly cO'ld~IT'ns fending arms or military flores by way 
of mer'~handjze to ,j,her of the ftates at war, as a breacll of 
B",.' end e\"~n cammon provifions into a pJacre befieged; 
b-,', morc detrimental is it to one ot the belligerent 
,por",j '", be c1,",i",'td of her fdjeEts, and thofe the very 
V"L'f,S ""I", Im,:1,:c,_2~nd her: What is the \lfe of lhips of 
y",~ ", ,,'r"'ur ~"i;ors to m~n them, and where ihall failors ,be 
fO:"l'~ if ~ ':m,:J ihle encourages them to defert. The 
~,\, ;tij!J r"q,' c,,, rdy their own men.· They have uniformly 
,';:;(.:1,,; f;Sec! , I foreigners when demanded, and £hall they bO! 



deprived of thore who alone are able to defend thero by ana. 
tion who pretends. friendlhip ? But as it cannot be denied. 
that much vexation and inconvenience are futfen:d by Amer. 
ica from the right of ft:arch exercifcd by the Britifh naval of. 
ficers, and that the prac1ice is not fo beneficial to Great Brit. 
ain herfelf as might be fuppofcd, fome arrangeml:nt of an 
a~icable nature might be agreed on, without dif~dvantage to 
either party. And the United States ougbt to be the more 
ready to enter into filch an arrangement, beC311fe the qud' 
tion ilfues in a great degree out of a policy adupted by therl'. 
very dilferent from that ufual ainong ElJrope:m nationg. 

Several ftates of Europe, anxious to extend their com­
merce, and to render that commerce as independent as pol1i. 
ble, have ellablifhed navigation aas, by which a certain pro­
portion of tbe crews of all their merchant !hips mull be 
natives. Foreigners, in confeqllence of this regulation, have 
rather been dircouraged than invited; and when war happens 
between Britain and any of her neighbours, the fmall num­
ber of her failors to be found in the fervice of a neutral na­
tion hardly merits attention. Befides the diffaence of man. 
ners and languages, the [mall wages and eoarfe provifion" 
given by the continental powers of Europe to their feamen, 
efft:allally prevent Britilh failors from leaving their own 
conn try • 

All there checks are removed in refpeCl: to the United 
States; the wages are greater than the Britifh merchant can 
well afford, the provifions equally good, and the manners and 
language nearly the fame; and inll:ead of any preference be~ 
ing given to natives, the preference wm often be given to 
the Britilh failor from his greater experience. The general 
policy of Amtrica feemsto be to detain her own citizens at 
home, and to navigate her /hips chiefly by foreigners. This 
policy h0wcvcr proceeds not from any fuperiour wifdom in 
her government, but from her fituation. The melancholy 
wars which have agitated Europe, have increafed her trade 
in a moll all:onilhing degree; and although the natural in­
creafe of her population has been prodigious, it was next to 
impoffible for her to meet the ,demands of her increafing 
trade by an adequate fupply of native feamen. Now as 
great mnnbers of Britifh failors have been employed in the 
~hips of the United :'ltates during the bll and the prefent wa~, 
after they had been publici y recalled tor the defence of theIr 
flative country; it would have Curdy been proper for the 
Arperican g<>vernrnent, "hen it propofed to Great Brit .. in t" 
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r~litJa"i{b the Tight of [eaTch, to accompany this novd prop­
cli'iun ,.,jtb fu;h ;nQngemc!2ts as would make hir no lofer 
br ;1' fl,rp(-p~('" or r, 'ilJquj,.hm~nt. That American mer­
chJI't vel~,L ,r.oldd be an' afylllm for.rritish failors at all 
tirf'c" ev~n .1 hen l:wir cwn (el ntry is in the utr,nofi danger 
and flO me,' ,1 s of red r( ff "ft"ered, is a demand in itfelf fo ex­
CEI"';":'Y unj:J1, and CaJTifS in its a~pearar:ce fo much ?f 
h(lfl.iJil~1 a"d p",rvuferefs J J' cannot tall to finke ,mofi forcI­
bly '.very :erl0n of difcemment. The ranguage of America 
to Gr,'11' I3ri,' in ought Ie have been, very conciliating upon 
this fubjeCl:, The difficul(y of always difiinguishing indi-. 
vidtl~ls Shnald h3.ve been frankly acknowledged, and the 
mcfi follCmn affurances 1110idd hive been given that every 
Briti!h roman would be promptly given up on 'Ipplication to 
the necc[fary authority, and tha[ laws for this purpofe !hould 
be f>xpre[sly enaCted. An arrangement on this fllbjeB: is at­
tended, lam fcnfible, 'with gn;at difficulty; but had it been 
,mdcrtaken in the fpirit of 2mity, it mighthave been adjufied 
in a m~nncr agreeable to both nations. And furely America 
ought to have been very delicate in requiring a favourable 
decifion of a quefiion that can hardly arire between any two 
nations except the Britil1J and their children. Yet fo little 
has this contefied point been difcuJTed in the fpi rit of liberal_ 
ity, that the American government demands it as a right 
that Briti!h failors {ball not be taken from their private 
!hips, and they alfert that it is their due from the efiablished 
Jaws of nations. To found a claim upon laws in which it 
WaS never contemplated, and which are completely againft 
it in <lS far as they can be applied, is not very j!ldicious 'Ind 
convincing. and thert'fore on this grotlnd Great Britain very 
pHil,erly refufes its admiffion. 

After all, I do not t:link this queHion a [ufficient caufe of 
hofl:i 1ily ; it is not yet too late to enter into 'In amicable ar­
J'angtlIltnt; and as it can only be a matter of dirl1ute in 
tillip cf war, this should render the negociators the more dif­
por~d to CGme to a fettlement. I am aware t!,,,t partial in­
tel'. i15 enter too much into rrodern politics, and that in mak­
ing treatits exclufive commerdal advantages are more fought 
after than t~e folid benefits which refL1It from. a mor" liberal 
policy. Bllt if tilere ever was a time for two l1?,tions inti­
~nat~Jy .connected with each other, to lay afide their jealouf_ 
le~, It 15 now, when a tyrant h,ts appeared with immenfe 
pO'wer, who is effentially the enemy of both. .Thofe who 
:are acquainted with the proftitutionof American protet'lion&,-
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and how cheal'ly they may be obtained, wili fcc W1<" me tt.. 
neceffityof new regulations in this particular, as the begin. 
ning of an amicable arrangement, for it Ins long been noto­
rious that thde protcClions are procured in the moll nefari­
ous manner. Not that the general government of the Uni­
ted States caq always be blamed for the improper condua c,f 
its officers; bllt certainly it behoves that government to rem­
edy the evil hy a ariCl.cr enquiry into the pretenflons of thufe 
who demand proteetion, and never to grant tl:~l~l withuut 
the clearen proof that the cI~im:ll1t~ art: nJtive A I';1cric.1iO' ,­
I f this were done as a previolls Hep to all artangements on 
the fubjeet of fearch, it would evince a ddirc on the fide of 
the American government to meet t i;.: British balf way, and 
that they had no wish to detain our feamcn, but only to (·f­
cape the vexation of a fC:lrcb. After taking this preliminary 
Hep, they might adopt oll,er regulations, which by Cccllring 
her mariners to Great Britain, might indu.:e her to concede 
the point in difpllt,~. Tn is might be d,'ne, 

la. By a navigation aet ; 
2. By fubjeeting thofe who employ British fcarnen to II 

heavy pen:!lt)', when Great Britain is at war; 
3. By readily giving lip fuch fcamen as shall llil! be 

difcovcred, on proper evidence bting gil'en that they are 
British fllbjeds. 

If a general navigation aet s~oljld be thought dif.!(h·ant:l­
geolls to f"ch a ne,,- country as the United Stales, as might 
be eafily prol'ed, the other modes (trial), executed ,yollid be 
fllfficient ; and what prevents th .. re and (imilar or better rcg-
11btions from being adopted, bllt want of cordiality in tl:e 
adminillration of the United States; Thofc who have read 
Mr. Munroe's able defence of himfclf for ligning the treat)' 
with Great Britain, \liIl find that an informal arrangement 
r~fi)edillg the imprellinent of feamen, was at the Lme time 
concluded. altl·.ollgh there was no article rdpeC1ing it ia the 
treaty itfcif; how t!,e American government r('jected that ar­
rangement is not eafy to expbin-ccrtainly the Britis!1 min­
illry made a I'!'TV !ibn::! concet1iol1. I :lIn :rfrdit! t:l:rt a want 
of finceri:y ,,·ill be difcovered Oil the part uf the ,\merkan 
govcrnm,-nt i~l reg.lId ~o that treaty,ofwhich neitilerthcirown 
ambatTadours nor t~'e I3ritish miniflry were aware. Thev 
feem to have had no d"firc to Cettlc any t;lin;; tin.;!i y, 1mt to 
Jemain 011 r:.e \"It.-h, ready to extort c',)ncdfions rrom Gre.,t 
Britain at every fa\our~ble ~'.)mt'nt; 1,1::t is, \I·hen she :lj'­
~1('ared unfliccefslll:, C'f hard prc:'fr~d in the couter! in whil'h 



;he i, cllgJgcd. This is a short-lighted policy, and i. Cure 
to engender hatred inll:ead of friendship. No treaty can be 
folid unlers both parties arc equall j plcafed with the J:ipu­
lations. 'Vhen one take~ advantage of another to extort 
conditions, thefe conditions will be violated as fllon as oppor­
tunity rerves. The page of biaory exhibits no caufe of war 
fa abfurd, as that which is likely to produce a rupture be­
tween American and Great Britain. 

Nations commonly quarrel on account of injuries done 
to their own fubjcCts, and not for the proteCtion of deferters, 
or to fay the belt, defpicable wretches, who have the mean­
ners to leave their country in a crHis of extraordinary peril. 
Let the American people only confider the matter fuioufiy ; 
fuprofe they have ten thoufand British [eamen in their em­
ploy, the detention of whom produces a war-is it not evi­
dent that in a few months a greater number than this of their 
own citizens may fall in the cOfltell: 1 Setting afide then 
the havoc that will be made of their towns, the vall: expenfes 
that they wi" inctlr, the lofs of lives will be infinitely more 
dilheffing, than all the advantage they can poffibly derive 
from detaining the mariners of th{!ir enemy. Add to this, 
that British fcamen would be dangerous to them in cafe of 
war. Few men can fo far divell themfelves of their amor 
patrice as not to have fome leaning towards the place of their 
birth, where their friends and thofe they love Ilil! remain; 
they might thc:efore do thtir proteCtor- [eriol1s injury at 
the moll critical moment. How much better to give up 
thefe feamen-will it be faid by the Americans, we care lit­
tle for the men, but we muft refill the [earch: it may be 
;lnfwercd, that the [carch ,,'ould be very rare, were it cer­
tain that 110 British [camen could be found. Much may be 
lolt amI nothing g:!ined by detaining thefe feamen: and the 
mor" tile fllbjcEt is confidered, the more shall we be convin_ 
ced of the propriety uf a liberal and fpeed)' arrangement.­
The abfence of foreigners would make no fenlible diminution 
in the extent of American commerce, and the fOllrce of con­
tention between Great Britain and the United States would 
!)e bj,l anecp. 

NOTE XIV. p. 36. 
I H,~ \ E been frequently annoyed by an obfervation. 

-.I;iich fcems to gain ground witll perfons of fenfe and dif_ 
rcrnment, but which I conceive to be totally without found­
t':on, that till Great Britain bll, America is feC\lre. In 



this alTertion it is taken for granted, that the independell~c. 
of the United States will furvive that of Great Britain. 
Now I am of a very different opinion, for I think it may be 
cafily proved, that the liberty of our mother country is plac­
ed on a much firmer balis than that of the American States, 
and that a c0ntinuation of the fame ruinous policy adopted 
by Mr. Jetferfun, will in four years more dellroy their COll_ 

ftitution. I begin with affecting that Great Britain is in no 
danger from the prefent war; the time of invading heI: 
with any profpea of fuccefs is pall. E\'ery perfon kll<lWS, 

that the inhabitants of the British empire arc foldicrs to 
a man; that the regular army is numerous and well difci­
plined, and what is an holl: in itfdf, the nation is convinced 
of the neceffity of.the war. Had the French etfeC1:ed a land­
ing before the volunteer fyll:em attained its perfeC1:ion, they 
might have done much mifchief; but even then they mull: 
have failed in their objeC1:-Buonaparte would not find it 
Cuch an eafy matter to bribe men of influence in EngL1nd, 
as he has done on the continent of Ell rope. The Bri tist·" no­
bility, certainly the moll dcferving in the world, have not 
yet learned to barter their honour for gold; nor does t:le army 
and navy contain a lingle officeT capable of deferting the 
caufe which he has fworn to defend. In comparing Greal. 
Britain with France, people are apt to be ll:ruck with the 
great conquells of the latter, and her numerous ar.nies ; they 
look at her trampling upon the liberties of all Europe, and 
they tremble for England without a friend; but they should 
remember that if France be thong on land, Great Brit~ifl 
is equally fo at fea; and that her navy is more likely tl. 
maintain its fuperiority than the armies of her enemy. Tht, 
more that Buollaparte extends his dominions, the w'~ake; I,·· 
becomes, unlefs we are to fuppofe that the nations he de:­

prives of their independence, and ruins by his exactions, b,·. 
come more att<:ched to his perron and governmen.t. It;· 
contrary to rationallog;c to infer, that becaure the Frcn,l, 
have overrun the neighbouring nations, they will be .IiIL' III 

keep them long in fubjection. Their fucccfs h:lS been ml l!J~ 
hitherto more to their policy than their power, to the: inkr. 
efl:ed views and irrefolute conduLt of the go,'ernmcnts !>'"' 
which they have triumphed; bllt more efpeci311v til lb~ 
fcenc of corruption and treachery, uever equalled in Jm for .. 
mer age, which made their conqll'- !Is in Germall,y, 1': Ii :li.l 
and Italy ICry caiy. Thci' :hin::s will change; n'j'I'.l,ni 
()ppre{~on! '1\J:1 rr;l~~" !lJr'!i of ii";;/- li1-'r~ ,:;··tl:" 14') ,·ir,\ll,,-, .. t r • 



the caufe of thdr country. How much there may efFdt ap­
pears from the example of the inhabitants of Spain. How 
inlignificant the French would be, had the people afew men 
of conduct and abilities to direct their jufl: indignation.~ 
Such men <sill appear; the prefent t~rpour that pervades the 
conquered nations will not always continue. The French 
empire therefore, in appearance thong. is in reality weak; 
the prefent ruler may. by his lingular talents, hold the dif­
conlant parts a little longer together; he may be able to 
prefcrve it during his life. becalrfe he has no regard to any 
right human or divine, when they reem to fland in the way 
of his views; but at his death the whole fabric will crumble. 
On the other hand, Great Britain depends not on the life of 
Jny individual; her power is deep rooted, and has been 
growing for feveral centuries. With a conftitution well de­
fined, and fllbjects willing tv obey, the governs entirely by 
the Jaws, unacquaint~d ':, ill] the violence practifed by her 
adl',:rfary. She c:llls upon her people to arm, not to gratify 
her .ambition, or a foolish paffion for empty glory, but to pro­
tect the dearefl: rights that men can enjoy; to fecure their 
frced'.om and independence. We are indeed told by many 
well meaning perfons, that she mull fall becallfe her power 
depen!lis upon commerce; and to confirm this polition they 
cite an the commcrcbl nations of antiquity. It would lead 
me to<) far from my prefent purpofe to enter minutely into 
the qu diion, whether a nation be more independent that 
rcfis u,pon commerce or upon 3l,;riculture, though the rerult 
of fuch a difcuflion, when carefully made, would end milch 
more ir~ favOllr of commerce than is apprehended; bllt in 
[peaking of Grnt Britain. it is not neccHary to eX:lmine this 
qudliorn, becallk ,he i3 not a commercial nation in the fame 
fenfe wi.th the flates of Holland in modern time, or Tyre 
and C~rthage in ancient. Her commerce relts upon an ag-.. 
ricllltllral blfis; she ullites the acivantJges of both; her 
hnds are the het! cultivated in ElJrope, and the carries on the 
moll extenlive tr.,d.·< In her hands commerce and agricul­
It!r~ mlltually alliH one '<IIoth':r ; they contribute all their 
3d', ,'nLF,es amI few of their evih. If the enemy therefore 
ii.ould fucL~ed in curtailing h'r commncc, the is not van­
(p.j':h"J. and he weakcm hilllkif in the attempt much more 
th.tn he does her. I mi.';:I\ :H,,(~ed to mention feveral other 
advalltJges which Great 13rit:ll:t pu:kfl<:s over her adverfary, 
and th: nunl' difficulties \yhich :I new and opprellive govern­
ment like IilJt l)t France has to ell~oLlnter ; but I proce.'J 
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~o shew that America is in much greater u.lnger than Great 
.Britain. ~ 

It was neceiTary to prove that Gre,it Britain il:ood at lealt 
'on as firm ground as Fr.lnce previous to our illulhation of 
the danger ot America. 

The dll'nger ot" America, though uniform in its nature, 
will be more immediattly conncEtld with the il:ate of L.ings 
in Europe. 

1ft. It may arife from the continnance of the rrJ_n~ WJr. 
2. From a peace takiilgpLlce among the belligLrent powers. 
3. From a new fyl1:em of things arifing on the c'Jlltincnt, 

of wHich there is a great probability. 
4. From the ilUmiliati,m of EngLmd, "Ihich Godlvert. 
It ought to be premif~d, th,lt I argue upon th-: prefump­

tion that the Ctme fyltem will be continued in America. 
which has directed her government for thefe eight years pait. 
] Ih.lll not fpeak at prefent of the weakncfs of the general 
government, the jarring int<:rt:lts of the difLrent il:ates, nor 
'the two factions in which t·e inhabitants appear to be divi­
ded. But I do not omit them as unimportant, on the con­
trary they will increafe the dlnger of the country and accel­
erate its iiTue. The pofition of America in refpect to the 
powers at war is at prefent moil: perplexing -they are nei­
ther the friends of France nor of England and jullly fnfpect­
ed by bot'"!. As the French have domineered over the con­
tinent ot E,Jrope, and deprived the Britith of many commer­
cial advantages, the latter will look around for new friends 
in more happy climates, to replaC!'. t' ofe they hJve lolt. Ir 
would have been mtural for them to have looked to the U­
nited States, inhabited by their children, but t',ere they hj\'e 
been repulfd; they find among them the fame oppofition 
that they have met with in E rope, with lefs fairnefs ; in-. 
deed they are deprived of t:.Lir feamen, tht! very finews "f 
war~ by forged protections and b~fe colllloons, and thtir 
flaple articles of trade refufed admittance with more feverity 
than they are from the ports ot open ene.nies. It is not 
theretore in the States that they mllil open new f;)ur'~cs 1t 
trade. They find nothing but enmity, where th,y might 
have expected triendthip. The confequence of this is e>i­
dent, Great Britain will find it her interelt to nourifh ri\':I~S 
in trade to the States; for thi$ pumofe /he will cherifh the 
government 01' the Brazils by every' method she can devife. 
She will alIi!! the States of Spanish Aml'rica to,:n"w off 
their alkgiauce :0 their mother 'collntry, /houLl it be Cnl'l-

K 
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qucred. Thefe irnrnenfe countries wi1lleave her little f¢l 
regret for tht: lofs of the trade to the United State, and all 
this may bt: accumplilhed in a very short time, everi befoilli' 
the rept:al of the interdicting laws, if fhey be continuea till 
the clufes which are [.,id to hwe given rife to them are done 
away. Great Britain will alfo, in all probaliiIity, acknow-. 
ledue the independence of St. Domingo;and fllppry herfelf 
With the cotton from that island and t:l,;: Brazils, which she 
was wont to ra:':" from the fllllthern Slates. Moreover the 
policy of America does mote to ruin h .. r trade t~ari France 
and England together: it will be fm1nd that the repeal of 
ber relhicrive laws will not renew her trdde to the fame ex­
tent. The British Plal.tefs difcovt:ring, by fad expcritnce, 
the ruinous confequence ot dc:pending IIpon A,merlo for pro ... 
"ilions, will in future fet apart more grouI'd to raile them. 
and the American merchant will in vain offer his fWtrr and 
pork for fale, after the inhabitants of the islands have learn­
ed to do without them, or to be fatisfi(;d "ith what they can 
procure from the British provinces, Brazil, and the Span­
i5h main. 

The confequetlce of there checks upon trade will exafpe­
rate the people of the Unit~d St;;tes againft their rules, for 
reduc;ing t:'cm by tr.eir erroneoUs me;tfures into fuch a di­
lemma,~when the remedy is not to be procured. The cOlin ... 
try will be filltd with di !content; difcontcnt breeds faB:ion,and 
the re;dm will dwindle into fcperate governments, which 
will be the more b.itttr enemies that they were once friends; 

II. Sholl!d a peace take place among the belligerent pow­
er$, the d:mger of Am~riea will increafc. It is evident thai" 
dllring the flp!ggles that have agitattd the old continent, 
this infant nation has p,~id no regard to any thing but its own 
interell; its policy has evcr been to derive advantage from 
the ljll:un:!s of Ellrope, withollt much regard to jnlHce or 
J.onour. That f"en haS been tl.e tafe even ;n regud to 
Franc:, appears from tile St. DJrningo trade; fo long per­
fill:~d i.1 att.:'r the rebellion of that l/land agClinft the mother 
cOlmtry. But although individuals may hne given caufe 
of ur.;':h:c· to Fr./llce, we mllii: confefs that tbe administra­
tion ~,"1~ been f'iffickntly cor!lpliant. The Mandates of 
B?aap:lf"_ have been obeyed implicitly by th~ prtft:nt rulers 
~t ~.r.l; .-i~.1 ; .they have .lnd:ed tound it neceffary ,to quali[y 
"no fO'kn th':rr mode of expreffion, but the. Splnt has Ihn 
been I.uin~d, It always hJppens,however,that when a na­
tion lofes light of its independenc;e and ceases to atl "11 equal 

" 



r;s 
terms, when it appears afraid to illfifl upon its jufi rights, 
~nd chllfts r:tther to give up thofe that appear trifling than 
to contend, it is foon made to yield all its right~, or fight af­
ter i:s f10irit is d.:bafed. This happened with America-th~ 
more s~e ~i,ld" the more is demanded. Does she concede 
one pomt to Fr~n.:e, another kept in referve is immediately 
br.oug':t .or,I', ,:rd. The conq~lerour of Europe will quarrel 
wIth Amen-:J, bec3ufe she will not go all the length that he 
wL;I~s htr. S:lC has trampled upon her own constitution. 
in ord>;:r to pk~L him; but becaufe she has not declared 
wac again,fl Grtat Brinin, a meafllre which her ruler 
duril not hazard, Ih;, defpot is offended and iufLilts, her en­
voy. To be kichd and buffeted about even to give him 
money for lands of an indefinite or purpofely of an ambigu_ 
ous exteJ1~, or to give him money witho.a even a shadow of 
an eqllivaknt, were rills which the prtfent administration 
were prepared to go, and which they h3'fe alfumed-but this 
is not enollgh. BlIonaparte demands them to declare war 
againil: England; th"y hefirJte. he confiscat~s their goods; 
the non import~tion law, the Embargo itfelf is not enough, 
they ml,il: dechf(: op~nly; they mull ob"y his fiat without a 
m"rmur or qualification, and n they have not dune this, 
ddtruClion a\vaits ~hem. That France would willingly 
contribute to the downfall of Am~rica, cannot admit of 
any doubt; it would be even good policy in her to eheck tbis 
gro\~ing republlc , to prevent a navy from being formed, or 
a more vigorous general government: it would be good po­
licy in her to alIill in difmembering il:ates which, united, 
might check ,her conquells and give valuable aid to her ene­
mies. But as each of the particulars from which the dan­
ger of America arifes, would fupply materials for a long 
not~, I mult be short. 

VVliat motives can Great Britain have for treating A­
merica with more lenity than France / to the latter she h~t) 
been com?lidnt without acquiring her friendship, tv tbe for­
mer she has been a fnake in the grufs; ever complaining, 
llever fJti;fi~d. Inltead of ildoptirtg a fincere fpirit of 
conciliation, sbe has been at all times taking advantage 
of hl r diilrelTes, to make new demands; she has reruf",d 
red refs for an infult, though off.::red on the fairelt grounds; 
she has shut her ports to British manufaClures; she has 
endavoured to fbrve her remaining colonies, and she hilS 
in demanding an alteration of the maritime law, v.irt~al. 
Iy joined herfelf wit,Q the en~mies of .he British empire., 



She has even gone the length of rejet\ing a treaty, ad­
vantageou~ to herfelf, thJt she might be ready to catch at 
every advantage, and tn come in for a s.lare of the fpoil 
on her fubjllgatioa. Great Britain, after fllCf\ a long 
tr:.in of holliie meafmeo, cannot have any thong motives 
t9 guarantee her independence~ She can h'J,l'e no reafons 
fljfficiently cogent as to rilk a renewal of the, war with 
France, shuuld the defpot wish to challife America; on tne 
ccntrary it ",iIi be as much the interefi of Brit.ain as of 
France, to difmember the government; becaufe. this will 
render it impollible, in any future war, for a general 
embargl) or non importation law to be enaCted\ More­
over Great Britain will have other ref'lUrces', and her 
Wefi India iflands will 110 longer depend upon, fupplies 
from the United Slates. A peace between F<~nce and 
Englaml, after America had put an end to all hiendly relations, 
wilh the latter, would therefore be the prelude of h'erdefiruc. 
tien. She would have nothing to depend lipan but the 
m0deration and jllfiice of Buonaparte, drtllcs of ~hich :'is' 
conqnefis of Switzerland and Spain are terrible !:xamples. 

Ill, From a new fyficm of things arifing on the continent. 
Any <:hange on the continent of Europe mllfi now be for the 
~ 'k1lllJge Lf Great Britain, and that fome very important 
chances mufi fOOl~ happen, is I think demOl.llrable. In that 
,- .. f, Great Britain will finish her European contefi with hon­
our, or it will require lefs vigilance. She will therefore 
!" "~ more leifure to attend to her r.dations with America, 
ard .'ifco\'cring that she has been inlultt:Q, she may thinl!: it 
rC'i"!iite 10 revenge her injuries; nor will she be prevented 
by any E'lfopean fiate-Spain i, irritated ag~in!l: the United 
Sutes, FIdnce is jealous of tlldr growing power. And let 
no one fuppofe that becai [" Great Britain was lInfllccef~ful 
in the rt:lollltionary war, toat she mull: !l:il1 be fo. Her 
plans v;ould be very different, {he would never feek for con~ 
quefi ; rohe woutd rl'in American commerce, and prevent 
even a fishing-boat from plying along the coafi. In fine, it 
would appear that America had made herfelf many enemies 
l>ut no friends, many who defire to fee her humbled, and 
w.ho look upon her profperity with ap evil eye. 

NOTE XV. p. 36. 
Olf Ihc American GOVCY1111lcnl. 

Till': VCl'Iple are always in a ferment about eleetiol'ls ; they 
lnv~ {eprefentatin:.s, but the period for wlUch they are eh,ct. 
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cJ is [0 short, that you m3Y reckon mallY of the {htes, :-.nd 
the whole combined, one short removal from a pure democ­
racy. Now any perron, who has examined this form of gov­
ernment, will find that the tyranny exer -ifed by the pe lple, 
debafe lndcorrupt as much as the fword of the dcfpot. In 
a short time morals; religion and ju!tice are gone, and neither 
the fpirit, nor even the defire of liberty is found. Can any 
thing elfe be ell.pc.:1ed, when the governmeJ:lt is directed by 
the palfions of the people, and the vices and ambition of 
their deinagogues. And thefe men, by keeping up empty 
forms and empty name5, will rivet their chains upon 
the peopl!:, befort: they are'aware. Shall I be told th:!t cor~ 
ruption'may be refirained by wife, upright and religious 
magifiraks, to be chofm by the people: very fine---thefe 
qllaiificillions are inimical to thdr promotion; the people do 
not like moral principles, rdigiolls profelIions, &c. The 
mob, or as Spencer fays, the blatant beafi, will gather round 
a leader' who will flatter its appetites, and not on~ who d,' 
fires to keep it within bouQds. 

Him in a narrow place he overtooke, 
And I"fl'e affililing [orll: him tllme againe : 
St~l n~ y he turn \! again, when he him ftrooke 
\'-'ith I,is illarpe Heelc, and'ran at him amaine 
\V ith open mouth, t],at teemed to containc 
A full good pec!,e within tbe ",moll: brim, 
All (cl with yron teeth in rat'nges t":j~1l2, 
'That tLrl !~1.!'_' his im'<;, and armed ::iu 
Appealing like the mouth of vrellS griefly grim. 
And therein wn~ a thouf<tnd tongues ernpight 
Of fun dry kindes and lundry Cjua!:tv ; 
Some w~re of dog" that barked <1,,)' and night.. 
Ar.d {orne at cats, that '·,':'.mling il;ll did elY. 
,And fome of be ares, that grayn 'd ',',"Hinu,lIl y, 
And {orne of \ \';:':' C'. that did {eemc to gren, 
And {nar at ali ti,"'. ('vcr paired hy ; 
;But moll: of them \, c' C t''''Gucs of mortal men, 
\VhCll (pake lcF'"I'cbfi.,iiy, not caring where nor v:hcn, 

And them amor"I, Were min~led hue :lIHI there 
The tor.gtlCS c.(l;_~ !J~ntr.; with thl ·...:-tUI !.:.,-d itiIlgS, 
That fi"lat out p'_lyl;.!' ~1:1J ~or~', L!~)'H1)' f',dll:, 
/it all that came \'Jli.hlii :i:'> lan:nl[l;_~~, 
And 1pakc !ic,:;'~"" \'.0,,1'; ?nd h,wJ,,11 thing:: 
Of :_',)f)c! and b;jrl ctlil:c, ut low ;H~l1 II..e ; 
Ne i~d~xs f"~dl.'d J'I ,1 ,::h:t nor Lin~_','~, 
But either blotlcd l":h III \Tilth iil(aO!lo", 

01 bit tbem with hi:; DancIulJ teeth ufiniury. 
Spcn. rai;y ~'(~.~.;?~ [.v'-;,·K ~,canto l~. 



This beall: will obey his keeper who pleafes him with 
fops and fhokes his back and fight, rob, mllrd~r, burn a04 
fleal in his caufe.. That there are m::my good laws and reg­
ulations in th<i U nitCld States will not be deni~d, but of what 
ufe are laws if not ptOj'-!.rly adminillercd? To the m~n who 
rule the flates at prtifent, the following paffage frorn Mr. 
Fox's hillory may be very properly applkd. 

" The reign of Charles the Second forms one of the molt 
" fingular, as well as of the moll important periLlds of hill:o­
" ry. It is the era of good laws and bad goveT:lment. The 
<, abolition of the court of ward~, the repeal of the writ de 
" heretico comburendo, the triennial parliament bill, the tf­
"tablisilment of the rights of the hotlfe of commons in re., 
" gard to impeachment, the expiration of the !icenf-: act, 
.. and above all, the glorious fiatute of habeas corpus, ·lave 
" therefore induced a modern writer of great eminence to fix: 
.. the year 1679 as the period at which ollr con!litution ha4 
" arrived at its grcateft theoretical perfection, hilt he owns, 
~, in a short note on the palfage alluded to, that the times im­
" mediately following, were times of great practical apprd­
"fion. What a field for meditation does this short obferva., 
« tion from fuch a man, furnish! What rdlccHons does it 
.. not fuggell to a thinking mind, upon the inefficacy of hu­
" man laws and the imperfection of human conlliwtinns! 
.. We are called frolll the contemplation of the progrcfs of 
"' our conl1:itution, and our attention is /1xed with the moll 
"' minute accuracy to a particular point, when it is faid to 
" have rifen to its utmoll: perfection. Here we are then at 
" the bell: moment of the b~ll: conHitution that human wif­
" dom ever fra11)c:d. What follows; A time of opprdIion 
" and mifery, not arifir.g from external califes, fuch as war, 
u pellilence or famine, nor even from any fuch alteration of 
" the laws as might be fuppof~d to impair this boalled per­
" feCtion, but tram a corrupt and \\ icke;:d adminiflration, 
"which all the fo much admirecl checb of our conltitlltion 
" were not able to prevent. How vain then, hgw idle, how 
" prcfumptuous is the opinion that laws can do every thing! 
" and how weak and perniciolls the maxim foundt;d upon it, 
" that meafures, not men, are to be;: attended to," . 

NOTE XVI. p. 36. 
01/ B(u'iilg's pampblel ami neutral right!. 

THO~E who, have wri.tt~n again11: the navigation laws, and 
ar,-!'Jed for thel! relaxatlonl proceed upon the pfindple of 
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told calculation, and give n<'thing to national hbnour or de. 
fence. If trade be every thing, and national honour noth­
ing, then thdr argnments may be admitted. But thefe re­
laxations are always fute of protratling the war, and are the 
continual caule of embartalfments. The pamphlet publish­
ed by Mr. Baring has obtained a degree of celebrity which 
I have no power to diminisil l bllt the imprefiion that the 
perufalof it left lIpon m;' mind, was the fame as that which 
we feel in reading tint the Dutch fUPIJied Louis XI V. with 
military and mval flores, becaufe t:1" prices he paid yielded 
enormous profits, altiJOlIgh they \Ycr': employed in conquer_ 
ing and enlla\ hg udr country. 1 n regard to the orders ill 
council, I had dullblS as to their ex:"dicncy, but thefe duubts 
are shewn to have been ill tOllnd"d b) the recent accounts 
from the enemy; j'ldccd men of all political parties now 
admit, that they have dLCt:d the end propofed. In con­
demning the orders in cOllncil, Mr. Baring takes a much wi­
der field, and d~i,rcC3tes, witi} grc;~t Lverity, our policy to­
wards the frates. which he Lvs has 01 i~inated in partial 
l'ie\", is grof~lv unjl!l1:, and l:i'ghly detrimental to our·felyes. 

I n proving t ;lcfc different pofitions, he begins with endeav­
tluring to weakeh the flatemeuts of the patriotic authour of 
War in Difguife, and brings forward feveral reafons and 
faCt5 toprove that the commerce of America with the colonies 
of the enemy is cOllduCted bona fide. That a mriter pretending 
to difcufs a fubjetl which few have an opportunity of under­
ftanding, or of calliIlg in qucfiion the faCts which he brings 
forward, sholdd fometimes exaggerate and draw ilronger in­
ferences from his rc~rJl1s than they fcem to admit, r.l"Y fre­
quently be expeCted in political difputes, mure efpecially 
When the authour is interefied in the difcuffion. But tha,t 
any perfon should make fuch a broad :l/Tcrtion, as that the com­
merce of America with t'le colonies of the ehemy is conduct­
ed bona fide, requires a degree of boldn'efs which few poili:F,. 

The Americans exclaim, and Mr. Baring very gtnercl:I',' 
exclaims with them, What right have you to interrupt 0111' 

trade with the colonies of your enemies. Weare at p~ace 
with Spain, France and Holland, and furely we have the 
fame right to trade with tlleir colonies as with themfelYes, 
and to convey the produce of tht;fc culonies 10 any market 
that we pleafc. Is it necetfary for us, bccaufe thtfe nations 
are enemies to the British, that we should alfo break UF Dtl~ 
friendship with them; Have they not as milch power to reg­
ulate our communication with tht:ir coiorut's as with any of 



~hejr own ports? And i,f ,we obf~rve the lHpulations agreed 
upon, it becomes a lawful trade, and is the greatclt injufiice 
and tyranny in the Britilh to f1:op it. 

o The friend of Great 8ritain does not find milch difficulty 
in overturning thi, reafoning. You have a right to trade as 
neutrals, he would fay, with our enemy toas great an extent 
as before the war, and to that extent we never difiurb you. 
Bllt your trade with the colonies of the enemy is not of that 
dClcription. It is not a mark of his friend{hip, but of our 
power. \Vere it nut for our navy, you never would have 
obtained it, alld the enemy makes ufe of you to efcape from 
us. By ynur interference, the proceeds of the colonies be­
come an effeaive branch of his forces. This we cannot 
fuff"er. His admitting you to trade \"ilh his colonies in time 
of war to a much greater extent than in time of peace, is le­
gal between you and him, but between us and you it is a grofs 
fraud, and out of tlds fraud no right can pofIibly flow. It 
is notoriulls that our enemies never open their colonies till 
they call no longer protea them, or keep a regular commu­
Ilication with them; to trade, therefore, fo as to fupply the 
enemy, is a fraud, becallfe it weakens and defiroys our belli­
gerent rights. I allow all that ever was allowed till the 
enemy had nothing left to allow or refufe. You may fup­
ply your hIDme confumptlon by your direB: uade with thofe 
colonies; )UIl may trade with filch as were open to you be­
fore the war: I refiTia, I abridge no legitimate right of 
American commerce. 

This rcafoning I hold to be unanfwerable in point of juf­
tice. All the means which Great Britain has to attack and 
fubdne her antagonill, and finally to prefcribe peace fafe and 
honourable, :Ire all n~val mJi!ans. She has therefore a right, 
the facred right of fclf-prefervation, to life them in time of 
WJr as far as may be necefTary: for furely (he has a bettet 
right to exill than neutrals have to trade. The fairnefs of 
the rule of 1756 is allowed by Mr. Baring in the following 
paltlge: 

" If we had maintained and der~nded this doctrine b"ldly 
" and fairly againil ail nations, good arguments in favour of 
" it could not at leatl be wanting; but when w~ have uni­
" fUllnl), relaxed it, and indeed forborne to claim it, can it 
" be uhl["dtent either with magnanimity or good policy, to 
" bring it forward now, merely becaufe the only remaini~g 
" neutral has a def~~cc:d"s commerce? If fuch cowardly in­
.' jufiice is to be one of our refollfces in thefe trying times, 
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t, when elevation of fentiment and of n:ltional chataClcr j, 

"more than ever wanted, tilL' means Oll1d ftrength of thi • 
.. powerful empire are indeed ftrangeiy mifllndcrtlood." 

The candid admillion in the; beginning of thi> pafElg~ is OJ. 

kind of fwectning to th« fcvcrity of the: conclufion. Here 
Mr. Baring adlllits that good argllmmts in hl'our of the rule 
of 1756 could not be wanting, but he foon after condemns 
this rule with the name of co\',";:mlly injllflice. As foon as 
we attempt its application what inconfiftency! But if the 
rule was ever juft in principle, no conduct of ours could alter 
this juftice, and although the ul1common prefTure of particll­
lar feafons might force us to acquitfcc in the injllftice of oth­
er nations, it is furely not inconfiflent with virtlle to repel 
this injuftice as foon as it is in our power. The rea fOil 
which this writer alleges for our bringing it forward merely 
becaufe the only remaining neutral has a dcfencelefs COI11-

merce, might well excufe fame indignation in reply; but 
from this we !hall abftain. The partial relaxations of this rille 
were never willingly admitted; and the fituation of the world 
is now very differcnt from what it was in any former war. 
Before the war which ended in 1763, Great Britain was not 
pofTelTed of the indifputable fovercignty of the feas, while 
there was a fort of equilibrium, !he had it not in her power 
to enforce the principles of maritime law, however j ull:. So 
long as France was able to take Britifh colonies, or to ob­
firuct Briti!h trade, or protect and convoy her own, fue wag 
not obliged to fell the produce of her colonies to neutrals to 
fo great an extent as !he has been under the necem~y of do­
ingeverfince 1795. To France the aflift.lnce of llcutrJ!s is 
neceffary, for without thefe !he could draw no aid from her 
colonies; befides, the prefent fituation of aff.lirs ariLs in a 
great meafure out of the independence of Americ.l, for (;1'; 

rule here complained of was enforced again{\: the Dutch and 
other neutral nations before that event. While the United 
States were the colonies of Great Britain, and during their 
revolution, France had fleets to protect her own colonies, 
and !he had merchant !hips to tranfport their rich prodlll'ls 
to Europe; but fince the independence of America circum­
fiances have changed. France has not even a floop or fchoon­
er employ~d in her colon.i~1 commerce; 1he is reduced to ;:b­
folute nullity by the Bntl!h navy, as. to all the. rcr~ufC(:s 
which !he once drew from her colomes. And IS thIS tfl­
umph of the Briti!h navy to ~e marred .by !he .intc.rfnence 
of nel!tr~.l<; 'Vill any perfon hy that fhl' ir:n'ICe IS not all 
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imrortant one, that the Britith navy, by dilheffing, humbling 
and enfeebling her enemy does notning ; that by putting a flop 
to alI intcrco;-.rft: between the enemy and hh culonies, \\<hich 
may provc perhaps ultim:ltcly decifive of the war, by its in~ 
fiuence on the comparative force of -he two nations, is of no 
avail; that it hurts Great I3ritain herfdf, and that fhe ougbt 
to allow their communic~ti()n to be feflored. When the 
matter is [hted in this w"y, ilS abfurdlty fully appears; cv­
ry pound rcctil'cd by France from her colonies, would be 
employed againll Great Britain. Nor are we to forget that 
the Britilh L'Olonils thrive dTentblly by the exC\ufion of their 
ril'als from the European markets, and the Brhifh commerce 
is even ~lIgmentfd by the circuitous and expenfive fupplies 
which France ultimately receives. Having thus 'feen the 
advantJge rdulting to Great Britain from the pracUfe of thi!!­
principle, let us revcrfe the matter, and fuppofe with Mr. 
Ruing, that Ole ollght to extinguilh the rule. What fol­
lows? Firll. let liS alk of what ufe or efficacy is her navy in 
the prufeclitioll of the \".ar, j",) far as the colonies of her ene~ 
mil'S are c(,nccrm:d i Amlrica now independent, full of en­
tcrprif~ and capite.l, wilh more t '3n a million tons of fhip­
ping, C;in buy in the iilJlld , flore in the United States, and, 
tranfport to neutral porb ill Europe, convenient for the fup­
ply of FfJnce hcrLlf, every hogthead of fugar· and every bag 
of coffee til;,( can be fUfllit1J(;d by the plantations, on fuch 
terms that tile French colonies fhalllJot feel the war. They 
shall not be annoyed by the British naval arms, bllt shall even 
flourish the more by their fuperiaril'y, dC!lCOJding folely on 
nClltrals; they shall lofe nothing 1-: L:lrtures, becaufe hav­
ill::; fold d, .. ir produce, they rilk nothing; while British pro­
d,~ce is ii"bl.: 'a car-ture, and if n()t captured to high W;lJ 

prcmiw r ",. The French colollill would ultimately, if not 
immediately, c010mand a price for his crops the more adJ 
\,antageolls b\' r~afon of the cheap and fafe n:l\'igation llf the 
Ame. iean veiLl,; he would profper in full peace, while 
the British co]onill \\','l: ld fed the effects of war on his prof­
its. Hi~ finly m::nk't:t \\ol1ld be En1,(land, bec3ufe he would 
be underf(l].i "11 the cOlltinent. The feamen withdrawn from 
the Frcn.-ll colonial commerce wou.ld he, as in faa they are" 
on board their men of war <lr in their armits ; and the re­
f?lIrces or the c0101lic, wOllld be l1eadily and \\ ithout dimuni. 
lion by captllrc, drJwn by FrJnce into her own territory, 
aed be employed to equip flotillas to carry armies of invafion 
ag"illlt England. . 



Thefe confcquences do not ahrm Mr. Baring. HI.: c:ilcu­
lates the profit w;~ich might accrue to Great Britain by ad­
mi1ting this circuitous tr~de to proceed without interruption. 
He tells us that the Ame ticans come to us to purc;;afe arti­
clt:s to be exchanged for produce with the col0nic s of the en­
~my, that their own profits are in a br:A m,'af Ire laid alit 
'\ ith liS, and thlls life and fririt are given tu Ollr m:mllfac­
lllres. Bllt if the ["me trade adds millions to the rC(;JLlrces 
of the enemy, ano! enables him to continlle the conlt:il, when 
shall war be ended. Or if he is enabled to continue the war 
one or two years lunger, furely the lo[s of treafllre and blood 
for that short time, more than cOllntcr\)alJnc(;s the profit, 
though it were milch greater thin this wr:tt:r ila!es it to be. 

~rr. Baring t!nifvrmly proves himfelf to be the dilig"nt 
defender of America; he tells us that she never took any 
part in the extrav,'gant pretenlionii of the northern powers, 
at whofe courts she had even 110 accredited miniiters, and 
that her compiaints of the f) item of vexation oir.d f>f':'Lifial1 
pratl:if~d tm': .ir,b her commerce fincc 1805, are but too well 
foundtd. Is he ignorant at t;;e famous rtfulutions propofed 
10 con:,(rds in 179,j., by Mr. l\1adifon, amounting, in df~a, 
to a dit:':ontinll:mce of commerce between Great Britain and 
tre fLtes, in which he was aHiiled by Mr. J--tferfon; and 
has he W\'rr fctn Mr.1Vlc.difon's pamphlet all the mariti,ne 
ris: ts ot G;'OI Briuin, ill which he maint .. ins all the pre­
tentiolls ot the northern powers, or, in fa.]:, that she has no 
right; tktl ':J,e Olea'l is free to all ; that neutr.lls may trad,; 
015 t,t.) rLJl.', and in fine, that free bottoms make free goods. 
'Vh"t ,)ui.,Ll would there be toa war between France and 
E,~) .. !,d, ::,re commerce pl,c .. <l upon thcfe principles? Is 
it !l')t m .. l:iieit th:tt all the difad.'antages would belong to 
r:~itin, .md all the benefits to her enemy i Hvw is she to 
m~illt ,in h~r il;cLp~ndellce Will,oll! her navy? and how can 
she life tUo IU\ y .Igainll: the enemy, it she admit any frct: 
commllllic.:ti'H1 L'e\\\'CLn "im and his colonies, by means of 
neutrJ.!;? Is Mr. Baring ignor:lnt that the ruling party in 
Americ.i have long endeavoured to interrupt the commerce 
tl1at fublilts between them and Great Britain? That the 
prclident is pledged by his own publications, not to make 
peace with EnglJnd until cOllceiliolls are aclmittt'd that will 
ddiroy hcr n.lv"l power? This man may proceed with 
money calculations, and he may, by figllres, prove that Great 
.J3ritain, with immenfe wealth :lrd Ikill, even Ilnd~r every 
relaxation plcad-:d for, wo~ild llill prefcrve her fupe. 



riority ; but can he prm'c that she would be able to maintain 
it 10nO" i Y,' OIdd not other nations rival her in trade, opprelf­
ed as ~he would nece!tarily be with maintaining her fleet and 
a fITlY, to fccure her independence i Her commerce and 
man'ufaetures would gr;:du;:lIy decline. becaufe other nations 
would fdl cheaper; this would happen gradually, but it 
v,ould not be the Icfs fure, though it might not be percepti­
ble at firlL Bllt away with this cold calculation; the quef­
tion is not about naYigatioll profits, it concerns our fecurity 
and exiilcnce as a nation. 

In fpeaking of American difcontents, he wishes to prove 
that they have arifen from proV'Kation on the part of our 
cOlllltry, as bitter and irritable as ever was fuffered by one 
:lbte trom another. The provocation, he fays, was nothing 
1. fs t:"m a [LIddell general fwec:'ing, by the cruizers of this 
countrY, of all American ,ciTe" that wen: failing to France 
:L1 cl its dependencies, in the co urIc of their accuftomed al­
lowed trad·" in the year r805, without any previous proda­
Ill:!tion or notice. Ala" poor England! thy moil: favoured 
dilcl;-·.n :lrr.li,:,;n thee for di!Covcring a fraud and boldly pun­
i, ins i" The tarce of landing Jud infbntly reloading the 
pro:iL!l'l' of the em my, fometimLs giving a bond which v.'a, 
never "It" r\\ards p,tiel, having been dikovercd, the fraud wa~ 
n"i'I,.d, The peofl)e of America were irritated; they were 
i.,il_, d by the lofs th.ey h~d actually Cuftained, and more at 
t:,·, diCc'ol cry of their fraud. Some among them, however, 
::tch,ilted the juf1:ice of the captllres, and never attempted to 
jL:!!if)") as Mr. Baring has done, a fpecies at trade which 
('dry body in America knew to be in a great meafure a 

( :".: L 10 fend home th~ colonial produce to the enemy. Be­
ltd"~, 1'1" !'c-o:,.lc of Am~rica are 2olw"ys more enraged a­
gJinft British c3ptures than ;wainft d,ofe of France and 
SI'·lin, from the mle of <:,dcu\alion: Fr,lllce and Spain cal! 
take- very few of their shil'S, hr they luve very few crui­
Z T' 011 the ocean; the dail2,cr from them, therefore, cannot 
be Vt ry grpat; bllt when British ships be:;in to capture, 
they trembl", lor all their ships-for when: can they go that 
Brjuin CHlnot take th':m ? 

TILis qlleHioll is, however, hid afieep for the prefent, by 
the capture of all the enemy's colonies; but I thought it 
j i, ·.ILt to ent<':r my protefl: againil: the fpecio\ls rcafolling con­
tJi,,,d in Mr. BLring's pJmphlct. HeJ (""i,e every caufe of 
difpute between Great BJirJin and Americl out ot fight, ex­
ecpl the capture of their lr.1fels ; he Jo~s not mention th~il' 



pretenfions about reamen, fo hofiile in their nature, and fa 
dangerous to our independence. He does not fay that we 
have endeavoured to conciliate them, but in vain; that their 
avarice is infatiable ; that every thing mull: give way to 
their interefi, or they arc nOt to be fatisfid. 

This note is already long, but many interefiing topics 
might be added. It might be shewn that as France has no 
occafion to fend merchant ships to fea on account of the 
kindnefs of the Americans, she can employ every failor 
aboard her fieet, and thus her naval force is doubled. And 
it might be afked, whether fuch an augmentation of naval 
power be of no difadvantage to Great Britain. 

It might alfo be proved that the fyfiem of economy, a­
dopted by America; if it be beneficial to herfelf, (of which 
I have doubts) renders her incapable of preferving her neu­
trality. To preferve peace, we mu!l: be prepared for war. 
Without lhips of war, lhe is obliged to fubmit to BonapaIte's 
decrees; he knows that lhe can do nothing, and his tyran­
nical temper will not even allow her to blufier. Avarice 
will not fuffer her to give up trading with France, nor to 
equip a fquadron to maintain her rcfpeC1ability, and her 
miferable fubmitfions are injurious to the intere.fis of Great 
Britain; thofe injuries are therefore repelled by the latter 
nation, and at this America is furious. In fine the defence­
lefs commerce of America, is one of thp principal caufes of 
,he prefent difficulties, not by inducing Great Britain to at­
tack it, for no fleet which lhe is capable of furnilhing would 
be formidable to the Britilh; but bccaufe it induces Bona­
parte to ha1ie recourfe to meafures which he would not haz­
ard, could America block up his ports. 

IV1r. Baring compares Great Britain to a Merchant, and 
mentions the difpute "ith America as founded upon an er­
roneolls calcubtion. The comparifon may be proved in­
correa, and the difpute tounded not upon calculation; but 
lipan a matter of primary importance; "Wnether Ameri­
ca lhall be premitted to rcnder our molt formidable blllw3rl( 
of defence nugatory"" Mr. Baring lhews himfelf an able 
advocate for America; but like all paniz:ll1s, he keeps eve_ 
ry thing Ollt of fight that makes :l[,;ainH him. \-Vhat mull: 
cQllvince every impartial man that America is ill t',e Y;rong, 
is that British adminiltrations of all political p.;rli,'s,':lIc 
endeavoured to treat, but in nin--thc States j"/:jcCt every 
condition, and will not even co;),lcfccnd tl) mention wlut 
~hey would have. T~ [,roH" the great ddire which the 
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British Miniitry have uniformly shewn t() treat v,ith Amet'­
ica; I might begin with the offer of renewing jay's treaty, 
and by detailing the diplomatic intercourfe fince that time, 
it would appear that the prefent Government of the United 
States are determined not to treat; not to be fatisficd-t~eir 
rudcncfs to Mr. J ackfon, and their contemptible figure ill 
that tranfaB:ion is too recent to require particular notice. 
The great talents of this ambassador, became a terror to th.e 
Prefident and his"officers; finding tilemfdves unequal in, 
converfation, they had rccourfc to writing; but their inferi­
ority appearing fiill more confpicllolls, and defpairing of 
duping him as they had duped his pred~cdfor, they broke off 
all intercourfe. 

It is to be lamented that a man of Mr. BJfing's talents 
and influence, should prove himfclf fo warm a partizan, 
had the charaB:cr of the Americans, efpeciaHy of the domi­
nant party, and their conduB: fince the French revolution 
b<:en properly known in England. his reasonings would have 
had little weight. It is matter of joy that his opponents, if 
inferior in talents, will have the better cause; and in con­
fut/lit:; him, they will only have to prove the jufiice of pun-
j,hi:l6 fraud. ' 

Several of the remarks in this note are taken from a letter 
of the late Mr. Fisher Ames to one of his friends.-He was 
a great lofer by the British captures in 18°5, bllt his honefi; 
heart acknowledged their jufiice.- I am glJd Df::n 0pportll­
]lity of tefiifying my refpeCl: for this virtuous and eloquent 
man, who was an honour to his COllntry.-I shall conclude 
this note with a couple of quotations from writc:rs who will 
not be fufpeB:ed of partiality to Great Britain. 

£.~'!'-?(i fr;m a Ieffer qddrtj/rd hi:/", Hon. Afalthew LYOIl, 
illember of Congrejs, I, a r;,rr,j;'."zJellt iii Vermonl. 

I'J anfw(:r to on·: of the qlldtions YOll have put to me, l 
"cnDW of IJ:lt little, if any good, Congrefs Jre doing by con: 
I:,':'ir,~~ llei!" SeHion.-To :muther, 1131'. I can fee no ben­
<:;:t f:,)~,; the tejeB:ion of the treaty Ir;JG~ by Melfrs. Munroe 
~rd l'ili'~:,r,cy,-It might have fJved liS, had it been agreed 
/0, [:·.1'1". ,hi, embargo, which IllS been a curf.: to the natiol\ 
':Vtr !1f'C :t wa" tho:Jght of. I know of no good to be ex­
",:::'cci from tiie qll,lfld between om fecreary of fiate and 
,\lr. Ja ldon. I [c(;. wh"t I CJll a dant;erolls predilection 
in f.·:ell!' cit Bon:lp:lrte ; and an unjuflifiable zeal to keep 
open and \,:iJ"n the breach v, ith End .. nd on the part of my 
I)ld f'l( :;d', the republio!"s, ., 



The Commt1"Cl'al Report for Janl/ary 1806, in the !v!onthly 
Magazine, contains the following remarks : 

IN a former number of our Magazine, we {tated the lead­
ing features of the difpute between this country and Ameri­
ca, refpetling the all edged unwarrantable capture of their 
vclfe!s. We then indeavollred to exhibit the pc-eife natllre 
of th~ complaint; and though we might, in OUf unbi.11leu 
opinion, have advocatld the principles upon which the A­
mericans pretended to re~ulate thEir commerce with the 
belligerent powers, yet we are aware that their pratlice is 
replete with fraud and collufion. That the Amcri-:ans 
should have availed thcmfelves of :lny opportunity to extend 
their trade is not furprifing, but th:.t om Government shoullt 
fo long have tolerated this abuse, to the injury of our com­
merce, is a {hong proof of the indulgence and lenity witll 
which they have been treated, and of the unmixed delire ill 
the British minill:ry to cherish and prefLfYC the relations of 
amity and good faith between the two countries. 

In the rhoral charaCl:er of the American nation, however, 
there appe:lrs to be a radical defeCl:. Their interefl: IllUIl: be 
made the primum mobile of every regulation, or they can 
never be pleared. Their frauds and Il:ratagems have been 
deteCl:ed by Spain as well as by IlS, a!1d a ferious miful1dcr­
fianding i, {tated to have taken place between them :lnd that 
power; but againll: the mother country their whole ven­
geance is direCl:ed, and a long article has appeared in the 
Nationallntelligenccr, (the demi-official paper of the execu_ 
tive,) animadverting on the injuries received from thi,; 
coulltry, and infinuating the determination of the nex.t con­
grefs to retaliate on u} by levying heavy prohibitory duties. 
on our manufaCl:lIres imported, and to fufpend all intcrcourf~ 
with us and our dependcncies. 

In the aCl:ual fituation of Europe, in which every individ. 
ual power has to wage a war, for exill:encc, againll: the un­
principled and mad ambition of a military ad\CntuLf, tile 
Americans ought, as a duty they owe to civil foLie!}" anJ to 
the caufe of liberty, which they affea to cherish, t;) make: 
cheerful facrifices to the common caufe ; and they ought b), 
a magnanimous condllCl: founded on principle, and. not c' 
the grovelling views of temporary :ldvantage, to avat! the.m. 
felves of this opportunity of acquirillg the cJh;em of forclg', 
nations. 

FINIS. 
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