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ADVERTISEMENT.

A FINISHED piciure of King George the Third
can orly be drawon by one who has lived near bim,
and enjoyed the honor of Lnowning bim perfonally ;
Jieh a writer will be able to -enliven bis narrative
with a thoufand amiable anecdotes to which the
frefent author bas no accefs.  Living in the woods
at a diffance from books and from litcrary fociety,
bis fituation is not favourable for the compofition of
a work of this kind, be is thercfor® very fenfidle
that be has not dune juflice to a character which
polority will revere.

But be is induced to prefent, it, imperfed as it is,
o the inbalitants of Britifb America for feveral
important reafons.  The fituation of this Country
in rofped to the United States is fomewhat critical ;
we ought therefire to be prepared for the wwﬁ
And t5is preparation will be more cheerfully made,
when we recollel what precious advantages we
enjoy, and to what evils our fubjeliion, cven for a

Short time, to that unprincipled government, would
expofle ue. The rl{/mg parl_y i the ﬂcngzozzrmg
States think it Orthodox to excerate our Constitu-
tion aud to wvilify the cbarac:fr of our wenerable
Jovereign, s flander is more aftive thau truth,
thoufands bave never heaid the namz of our aood
king coupled with any thing (1t lyranny and op-
Yz b//mﬂ. Foen the bu/.é of oliit own "/// nlation in
thefe colonizs, are but wvery inpeficlly acguainted
qwith bis true characor, nor Lave they any of portu-
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nity (y" acquiring the neceffary information. This
tract is intended to fupply, in fome degree, this a’gﬁ-
ciency, and it is hoped that it will enable them, in
Sfuture, to judge more correctly of our _fa‘vereigﬂ, be-
caufe it prefents bis true likenefs.

I am alfo flattered with the hope that my pam-
phlet, of carefully read, will affiff in quicting the
minds of my fellow fubjects, and diffipate murmurs
and difcontent by proving them totally unfounded.
Our aged fovereign flands at the bead of <« confli-
tion which requires only to be known to be beloved ;
its different paris are fo harmoniously combined
and incorporated as to produce the greateft poffible
good ; for it not only infures the moff extenfrve
civil liberty to every individual, but preferves all
the other properties of a good government, dif-
patch, fecrecy, energy, wifdom and union.

Mfany fuppofe that I'bave [poken too harfbly of
ibe American Government, I bave no apology to
er. It is obvious that 1 /sze cbzgﬂ_y in view the
dommant Jaction, among the people in general, there
are many individuals of bigh refpectability and mor-
al worth ; religious, bumane, bofpitable and friend-
Ly, men who are an bonor to buman nature.  Iknowc
Jeveral of this exalted character, but the reputation
of the nation is finking.

1 have added a number of notes, fome of wiich

will b: fonnd interefling.

Cernwall, Upper Canada, 17 May, 1810,



'HE aceeilion of his prefent Majefty to the
throne was attended with many pleafing an-
ticipaticns, He was the firft prince of the illufti-
ous houfe ¢f Bruniwick: born and educated in ['ng-
lnd. To him our language, cur manners and
cuftoms, ourlaws and conflitution, were early fa-
miliar, and it was reafonably fuppofed that he
would be more attached to his native country
than to his ele€toral dominions. It muft not be
concealed that although the Britifh nation fecured
the moft ineftimable advantages by calling the
eletor of Hanover to the throne, fome very con-
{iderable inconveniences refulted from that ha PPy
arrangement. Geo*ge *he Firft was a foreigner,
unacquamtefi with the genius of his new fubjedts,
too f.ll' advanced in lfe ever to become w dl
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ment to the iovcxemmy of the Frmfh CIPITS ap-
peared fomewhat precarious, and it was therefore
natural for him to retain his prediiection for his
hereditary domirions.  In the double capaciiy of
eleCtor of Hanover and king of Great Britain,
he frequently fcund himfelf very awkwardly fit-

usted, and unable to at in L.m a mm cr as to
pleafe hoth his Britith and Gorman fahjede, His
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abilities were inde:d excellent, and he came with
the beft intentions to the throne, but he had the
misfortune to fall into the hands of a vigorous but
implacable fation, and rather appeared for fome
time the head of the Whig party than the illuf-
trious chief of a united, pawerful and loyal natxon,
George the Second, with lefs ability, was &ill more
attached to his eleQorate, and during his reign,
the Britifl thought that they were involved, with-
cut any neceflity, in every continental difpute.
From being aus cliaries, ti:ey commonly beczme
the principals in different wars, and were obliged
to bear the moft enormous burdens in order to pay
nations for hghting their own battles,

Thele opinions, vhether corret or not, were
univerially believed and lamented by the people.
They were lamented even amidft that brilliant
ran of victories which clofed the reign of the
conqueror of Dettingen.”  Our prefent fovereign
was hailed at his acceffion with the moft fincere
and offectionate congratulations ; his adm:iniftra-
tion was expedled to produce a kind of millenium
when Bricith interefts alone would iw.’ly the meafls
ures of government—nor have thefe hopes been

i );nwd The blood and treafure, the brave-
Y

e p sublic fpmt the entelnufc and the virtue
ur” the Britifh nation were no long r facrificed for
mterma not their own.  Afcending the throne in

¢ bloom of youth, our monar h was animated
v*ith the moﬂ tmdel au«,& lon IOI‘ hlS mother
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dently depended upon the fupport of every honeft
man. I enter, exclaimed this virtuous Prince,
with cheeifulnefs, into this arduous {ituation, and
fhall make it the bufinefs of my life to ptomote, in
every thing, the glory and happinefs of theig
kingdoms, and to firengthen the confiitution ia
both church and fate.

Thefe manly fentiments which have been nob
maintained,increafed the fatisfaltion of the pe’*phe
They were delighted to behold an Englithman on
the throne infpired with principles io generous,
ard who had nothing of that fatal predilection for
Germany, which had proved, during the twe for-
mer reigns, {0 injurious to the peace and proi-
perity of Great Britain. Nor were the pecple
left to conjefture with regard to the fincerity of
his attachment, for he boafted to his hrft Parlia-
ment, with an energy that penetrated every heart;
that he gloried in the name of Briton, and that
the peculiar happinefs of his .ife would confift in
promoting the welfare of a people whofe loyalty
and warm affe@tion he juftly confidered as the
greateft and moft permanent {ecurity of his throne.
In order to give new force and permanence to that
ardent gratitude and affetion which warns your
bofoms towards the beft of fovereigns I have only
to recal, to your recollection, the principal events
of his hfe, devcted as it has been to promote the
welfare and happinefs of his people, bv ﬁrergth—
ening and extending cur excellent ceniiiivtion—
by maintaining, vmth the ftricteft integrity, the
civil and re ligious rights of ali his fubw::,s, and by
€0COUragINg “and prometing the pradlice of wue
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religion and virtue. He may be truly faid to havz
performed his duty who loves that which is right
with all his heart, and does it with all his power.
How farour gracwus Sovereign has aéted up to
this rule, a view of his charaler asa private gen-
-tleman and as the firft magifirate of a powelful
ration will fufficiently prove:

In his private charaéter, we have every thing to
praife and nothing to condemn. We know that
many have {uppofed that a public man may have
a double chara@ter. That he may be lax in his
private d\portment that he may even indulge in
inany vices, and allow himfelf a latitude of a&m g
inconfiftent with religion and virtae, and yeét in
his public capacity 2dhere to the moft rigid integ-
rity. I muft confefs that I am dot among the
number of thofe who can admit that he who is
either a gogd hufband nor an affectionate parent,
cdn acquit himfelf uprightly in a public ftation :
or that the monarch whofe private deportment
fanCtions licentionfnefs and diflipation can ever be
a patriot king.  Ehould his public meafures iffue
froimn the moft corret principles, he could never
do {o much good, Lecaife he never will be trufted.
It is impofiible to give fuch a perfon our unqual-
ified confidence. Doubts will continually intrude
themfelvea, and the difagreeable impreffion will
be always fuggefting itfelf, that he may prove falfe.
His puliic virtue feems to be affe@ed ; a delifion,
a berrewed choma@er which we never can believe
folid. Tt is at home, we {ay, in the bofom of his
family, that a man is p1oper]y known, it is amidft
Lis domcllic cizcle, in the company of his friends
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and companions that we chf"over the fecret work-
ings of his heart. To know peuple mumately,
we muft not reft fatisfied with viewing them in
public where they may be on their guard to fave
appearances, but we muft follow them to their
fecret recefles, watch their minuteft aions, and
fromi thefe, divine their inmoft thoughts.  Upon
this firi& ground of examination, an excmina-
tion which few chara&ers would bear, I claim
vour warmeft approbation of our beloved fove-
reigtis

If we do not find him prefenting, to his people,
a pattern of the pureft morals, elevating their
minds by his altive piety, and cherithing that
fpirit of liberty which renders the Britith nation
the eavy and fbe admiration of the world, we
{hall not require you to join us in pouring forth
our thank{givings to God for preiexvmg him fo
long among us.

Our k;ng {upports and encomages the pureft
morals by his deportment as an affe@ionate huf-
band, and tender parent ; in thefe endearing rela-
tious, he prefents an illuftricus example Wortby
.of the ftriGeft imitation. Convinced that mar~
riage is a divine inftitution, that it is a union of
hearts, affe@ions and interefts, and therefore to be
moft religioufly obferved, he difplayed the greateft
wifdom in forming {o important a connexion, 2
connexion on which his future happinefs fo much
depended. The famous letter wiich the Princefs
Charlotte of Mecklenbourg Strelitz wrote to the
King of Pruffia had made a lafting impreflion vpon
his heart. He thought, and he tiought juiily,

B
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that a Princefs capable of feeling fo tenderly for
the diftrefles of others,* and of exprefling her
feehngs, in language {o patriotic, fo beautiful and
pathetic muft poflefs, in a very cminent degree,
the virtues of the heart and underftanding. This
conviction of her merit, and this only, induced
him to offer the amiable Princefs his hand and
throne. Nor have bis juft expetations been dif-
appointed. The tender regard which he has at
all times manifefted for his affeGionate confort,
has been rewarded by the moft fincere love and
efteem. Marriage, producing a cordial union of
hearts, becomes the bond of harmony and peace,
and of the moft refined and inviolable friendihip ;
and fuch has our beloved Monarch always found
it tobe. Tie firm guardian of his confort’s hon-
our, faithful to the vows which he took at the
holy altar, he gives 2 moft valuable leffon to his
people.  Were they to indulge in the fame love
and affeGtion, they would find, in the marriage
- ftate, a mutual communication of joys and for-
rows, a fruitful fource of folid felicity, inftead of
thofe jealoufies, heart-burnings, and indifference
which poifon the peace and comfort of fo many
families. .

And let not the dlﬂipated the giddy or the
proud confider it a matter of {mall importance to
give a faithful example in this tie moft interefling
of all our relations ; for, by this leffon, our affec-
tionate king endeavours, as far as in him lies, to
maintain the purity of morals in their fource, for
all the moft valuable virtues begin at home, When

*® S‘(?C_I\I—O?E I1.
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marriage, that bond of happinefs, that golden
chain which foftens and humanizes man, waich
expands his benevolent affeCtions, and prepares,
for him, new and more endearing duties, is pol-
luted or even tarnithed, what terrible confequences
enfue—the feeds of perpetual difcord are engen-
dered—famiiies are rent in {under, the moft im-
placable animofities are produced, children are
brought up in vice and infamy, and the pureft
fources of felicity are dried up forever, Norisit
enough that the purity of this connexion is en-
forced by revelation as well as reafon, if thofe in
tre higher walks of life are found guilty. To
tl:em it belongs, in a peculiar manner to enforce
ti:e prallice of virtue, by example ; it is an im-
perious duty which their fituation and intereft ef-
pecially demand ; a duty performed by our be-
loved fovereign in the moft perfet manner : he
confiders his royal confort’s honour and peace of
mind his own, and never ceafes to treat her with
the moft cordial love.

Behold him the father of a numerous offspring,
anxious to form their minds to virtue and religion,
to make them ufeful to their country, the guardi-
ans of its honour, and the terror of its enemies.
Rewarded for his eagernefs to infpire them with
the pureft principles of integrity, he has already
feen them ftanding forward the fteady pillars of
the conftitution,and the pride of thzBritith nation.-

Is it credible that this beloved monarch would
have pofleffed the fame influence over his people
that he now enjoys, that he would have been en-
fhrined in their hearts, and always mentioned
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with the warmeft veneration, had hiscondué been
different. Had the outfer of his life been mark-

ed with vicious diﬂipation, had thofe hours which
ke fpent at home with his children and amiable
confort been confumed in dxfgr'\refui revelry orin
the arms of a miftrefs. No, it is impoflible—it
is contrary to expeiience, contrary to the naturé
of man.  Virtue po{fe{feu an extenfive power
over the human mind ; if ite dire@ force cannot
always be tr: ;ced, it 13 eﬂfy to view it in the con-
trafl. In vain i3 a man endowed with the moft
brilliant talents, if his morals are impure. He
may fpeak eioqwntly of juftice, of truth, and of
virtue ;=he may attack exifting abufes with the
moft pointed ere ergy ;=—~he may profefs the moft
mcorrupnbk. vntem~1ty, the moft fincere love for
his country, and the greateft anxiety to promote
its profperity and glory. ~But he fpeaks to the
winds ; his words are forgotten ; they are never
telt—they flow from a corrupt fountain, and in
his mouth good appears evil.

It is this coincidence between his prlic and
private charaler, that enables our gracious fove-
reign to eftablith his throne in the hearts of his
people. Tney believe all his plofefﬁons, for his

altions prove their u-Lu'tj and truth; and they
willingly furrender their affeGions to a fovereign
whole greateft ambition is to render them. happy.

What is {o lovely, fo venerable and fo delightful,
as the contemplation of fuch a king ? W hat mon-
arch ever defe rved from his peonle greater adm...
rtation, gratitude and love? Isit then any wonder
that his authority is maintained rather by conﬁ-==



dbnce, affe@ion and cﬁeem, than by his greatnels

nd }Jower i

P““Daps the difficulties under which kings la-
bour in acquiring a proper education, and the nu-
merous temptations to which they are expofed,
render their virtues more confpicuous, and more
’WOI‘t"‘“/ of veneration. This may be, and cer-
teinly is the cafe with other fovereigns ; but our
mona *ch requires no.indulgences of this kizd ; s
merits rePe& infinitely more {plendour on his fit-
uation than they can pofiibly reezive. Penetrated
with the moft ardent but rational piety, he re-
gﬂms the Supreme Being as the common Father
of all, and mankind the cnvldrpn the members of
one Faml‘y“ He is not d‘uefore puffed vp with
vain glory as if he were an independent being
and his fubjecs beneath his regard ; he looks up-
on them as his children who turnvto him for pro-
tection, and to promote whofe happinefs hecomes
the firft of his duties ; and it is this conviftion
that determines him always to prefer the public
to private good.

No wicked king can ever deferve or poflefs the
affeCtions of his {fubjedts ; he may govern Ly fnax,
but never by love. His pﬂol,le may be loud and
fervile in their exterior demonfirations of refpe&,.
but thefe are never founded upon confidence and.
efteem. It is impoflible to venerate 2 man WLQ
degrades himfelf, and who has loft ail re,pc& for
the Supreme Being. If religion and virtue ha"e:
loft their power over him, what {hal! reftrain him
or what {hall prevent him from vvolat!ug the moﬁ
facred rights and liberties of kis people ¥ To ro
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purpofe will fuch a monarch fubftitute parade and
fplendour, the tinfel of falfe glory and the glitter
of unjuft conquefts for the folid virtues of the
head and heart ; thefe may dazzle the people,
but can never beget their veneration.

Our fovreign is better acquainted with human
nature ;3 he knows that his ftation alone will nev‘-
er procure the love and veneration of his fubjet
Thefe muft be derived from his perfonal con: 1u"t
We muft be attached to the man, we muft be
convinced of his integrity and piety, before we
can furrender him our affe@Gions, and before obe-
dience o his commands becomes our honour and
delight, as well as our duty. ¥

Such, my friends, is our fovereign in private
Iife ; and were his fubje&s to follow his example,
what confequences would enfue. The nation
would be virtuous, and a virtuous nation is always
powerful. - Were the Britifh to imitate the con-
du& of the ng, and make a point of fucceeding
in that imitation, where fhould we find a man a-
mong them unw cnhy of confidence, deftitute of
pmbvty or intemperate in his living ? Juftice and
integrity would cover us as a garment ; punctual
in our dealings and in the performance of promif-.
es: affeCtionate hufbards, indulgent parents, not
admitting that criminal indulgence {o fatal to chil-
dren, but that 1egular and yet tender difcipline
which becomes the foundation of future excel-
lence. Pious without hypocrify, more attentive
to the fpirit of religion than to idle diftin&ions,
yet careful to preferve thofe exterior ordinances

* Sze Note I1I.
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which the retains as her outworks, but without
parade or oftentation. Were we to model our -
lives by the conduct of our fovereign, corruption
and venality would hide their heads, and 2]l would
be cheerfully obedient to the laws. Inftead of
pride, cruelty and oppreflion, chriflian charity
would reign, each would embrace his fellow fub-
Ject as a brother deferving of his confidence and
friendfhip. As no vicious charater ever had ac-
cefs to the king, fuch would be hunted from foci-
ety, and the irreligious fpurned as the corrupters
of the public happinefs.  All would be convinced
that he who is falfe to God would prove fo to man;
that hatred to religion proceeds from levity or ig-
norance, from a corrupted heart or a perverfe un-
derftanding. The friend of man muft be the
friend of religion, for religion is the moft fruitful
{ource of our enjoyments.

In becoming chriftians as he is a chriftian, we
thould fuffer no vice to harbour in our fouls, but
be forever endeavouring to acquire fuperior wif-
dom and purer morals, and to diftinguifh ourfelves
by our virtues from thofe who are not chriftians.
Then fthould we love God with fervent devotion,
fearirg him as a good child fears his father, and
cheerfully {fubmitting ourfelves to his will.  Inall
our focial relations, we thould be directed by juf-
tice, lenity and kindnefs : careful to cultivate
meeknefs, forbearance and brotherly love ; and to
difcharge, with fidelity, the duties of our particu-
lar ftation.

Such would be the fubje@ts of our beloved
fovereign, were we to follow his example. He
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Eno'"s that tie is kimfelf a fubj &; 4s well as his
people, of a far h}gher tribunal than his own, and
that all muft follow the fame road to virtue, to
godlinefs, to immortality and glory. He knows
that if he poflefs mdre power he muft do more
gbod than other meil ; that as he ehjoys more
hOnour and refpect, fo 0udht he to deferve it by
his generofity, his Wiidom and bis impartial ty---
that he cannot ex peCt peace and harmony among
his people, if Ire be not to them as a father; for
if he requircs their willing obedience; he muft’
tréat them as children. _

Arduous indeed is the tafk which a king has to
petform ; but hifty years expeuence has proved
that our fovereign has performed it well ; he can
fay, with truth; thaot he was never tirged on by a
Iuﬁ of power, that he never derided the diftrefles
of his people, but that he has been continually
anxious to prefent to the world, a chriftian prince
guided by the principles of the gofpel. Now the
breezes of gratitude fan him on every fide, and
the evening of his days is cheered by the bleﬁinos
of a great and generous nation.

If we have found the private life of our fove-
r.fxgn guided by the pureft principles and worthy
of our moft unqualified approbation, we thall find
his public adtions no lefs deferving of praife.
Called % to the throne in the midft of an expenfive
znd deftru&tive, but fuccefsful war, he did not allow
himfelf to be carried away by Lhe luft of domin-
ion, but exhibited uncommon moderation in the
terms which he granted to his vanquifhed enemies.
He kncw that the continvance of hoftilities, how-
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ever fuccefsful and gloripus, muft be attended
with fome facrifices, which hurmanity and patriot-
ifm,and even policy itfelf forbade. In the conclufion.
of the war he found an excellent opportunity of
proving to the nation, that he was not dazzled by
that fpecies of glory, which is fed by human
blood, and blafts the hopes of nations ; but that
he preferred the happinefs of his fubje&s and the
peace of the world, to the empty acclamations of
military. renown. In order to render the peace
permanent, the king was conteat to make it hon-
ourable ; that his enemy feeing his moderation,
might not be induced to nouriih any fecret refent-
ment, or be urged by the greatnefs of his lofles
and dlfqrwce, to embrace the firft occafion of re-
newing the wa -

Before it was poﬂible for him to procure peace
to the nation, he had given'an immortal pledge of
the purity of thofe prmuples by which his admin-
iftration was to be regulated. He mentioned te
his Parliament, foon after his acceflion, the pro-

riety of fecuring the independency of the judges.
« [ look,” faid our virtuous monarch, *“ upon the
mdependency and uprwhmefo of the judges of
.the land, as effential to the impartial adminiftra-
tion of juftice, as one of the beft fecurities to the
rights and liberties of my loving {ubjedts, and as
moft conducive to the honour of the crown.” Such
a mark of true public {pirit, fuch a warm regard
for the fecurity of the laws, liberty and property
of fubje@s, has been feldom witneffed. It was
the fame fpirit that induced him, when advifed by
one of his minifters to follow the cuftom of the
C :
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late reign in fecuring the eletions, to fpurn the
counfel and to declarc that as his fole ambition
was to rcnder the nation flourifhing and happy,
he would trufl entirely to the loyalty of his peo-
ple, not doubting but that their affe@ion would
{ufficiently ftrengthen the handsof his governmert.
It has been by adhenrg to fuch principles, by
cherithing and prote&ing the rights of his people,
as much as the moft valuable prerogatives of the
crown, that our gracious fovereign has been
-able to. cherifh that fpirit of liberty which flour-
ithes in the Britith empire, when furrounding na-
tions have fallen under the moft intolerable flavery.
This has been a moft wonderful age of innova~
tion—men have miftaken licentioufnefs for liber-
ty. They have fought for freedom in being re-
moved from all reftraint, although it be a felf-ev-
‘ident maxim, that it is only by the due reftraint
of others that I can become truly free. A princi-
‘ple has been adopted by many writers, and held
up as mdlfputable, that in fociety we furrender
part of our natural liberty to fecure thereft. This
principle is falfe—we make no fuch furrender—
we gain every thing, we lofe nothing. Thelaws
prote& warn and enhghten us ; they are contin-
ually deftroying or removing whatever is offenfive.
In the courts of juflice they diftribute their blef-
fings like the dews of heaven ; they impart re-
frethment and vigour to all the political body,
and preferve the peace and happinefs of the cot-
tage as well as the palace. 'We no more reftrain
our liberty by entering into {ociety, than we do
in building a houfe to protect us from the cold—
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a well regulated {ociety, that is a jult government,
fo.-far from infringing, eftablifhes and extends
our liberty. In a ftate of nature, or before the
cftablithment of a foc’ety, if fuch a ftate ever can be
found, there is no liberty, for there are no laws.
All laws and regulations prefuppofe the eftablith-
ment of fociety ; they flow from the intercourfe
which they regulate, and experience has proved
their utility, before they are publicly recognized.
To feek for liberty, even in the firlt ftages of fo-
clety, is to feek for a calm in the midft of a tem-
peft.  Are the barbarians free who act by the ca-
price of the moment, who are governed by their
paffions and the cravings of their appetites ? He
then who will take the trouble to refle&t, muft
clearly perceive, that without fociety we cannot
enjoy liberty. 'What I poflefs another may take
away ; my freedom depends not {o much on my
own reftraints as upon the reftraints of others in
refpe& to me. Now in a good government thefe
reftraints are the laws—and what do I lofe or fur-
render by becoming obedient to thefe laws?
Nothing ; for by them my liberty is extended and
fecured. We do not enjoy what another may
take away-and what is fecure in a rude fociety ?
but civil liberty cannot be'taken away by any in-
dividual, for we have the ftrength of the whole
fociety on our fide. The reftraints therefore im-
pofed by a good government are only the {ove-
reignty of good laws, the reftraints of {pund prin-
ciples, and the commands of duty.

The word liberty has been fo much proftituted
that we are in danger of lofing its true meaning ;
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for it is a melancholy truth, “that the fcience of
good government and the principles on which it
refts are much lefs known now than they were a
century ago, notwithftanding the empty declama-~
tions which bave difturbed the world fince the
American revolution, about freedom and equal
rights. Nothing is more abfurd than to fuppole
a nation free, becaufe it poffeiles a written conftitu-
tion which is little regarded in practice. Before a
people can be called free, their freedom muft have
been tried, It muft have given permanent proofs
of its health, It muft have braved the moft ter-
rible ftorms——weathered the attacks of tyranny on
the one hand, and of fadtion on the other. And
what is more, this freedom muft have become the
foundation of the public ‘manners—it muft have
ftamped itfelf on the people who enjoy it. And
fuch is the freedom of the Britith nation ; it has
undergone all thefe trials, and it has been trium-
phant.  That magnanimity, that opennefs and in-
dependence of charater, by which this nation is
diftinguifhed, prove its freedom. That generofi-
ty, fincerity, boldnefs and energy fhew that op-
preflion is unknown ; and that urbanity, harmony
and order, free from {lavith fear or democratic
barbarity, and anarchy, difcover that this freedom
is wifely directed, Does any perfon doubt wheth-
er the Britith be the freeft nation on earth, let him
tell me where property and its rights are fo well
protected. . This is the life and foul of liberty,
What fhall oppreflion feize when property is
fecure? Even a tyrant will - not be wicked for
nothing ; but the motives and obje&s are re-
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moved, and the feed of opprefﬁon deftroyed,
when- property is fafe. By this, life and liberty
atre rendered facred. ‘ '
And has our gré\cious fovereign ever endeavour-
ed to abridge this liberty or to extend his prerog-
ative at the expence of the people ? Has he not
on the contrary proved the watchful guardian of
their interefts, and holding the balance between
the nobility and commons, “become their common
father, and demonftrated by areign of fifty years,
that a limited monarchy is the beft of governs
ments ? °
But let us follow him in the exercife of the dif~
ferent branches of his prerocratzvc. As {upreme
maglﬁrqte his firft care is the regular adminiftra-
tion of juftice. 'This power ke delegates to the
judges, and in the courts over which they prefide
every thing is carried on in his name.. Has he
ever tried to turn this prerogative to the augmen-
tation of his power? So far from this, that we
‘have {een him coming forward voluntarily to
make the judges independent of the crown. For-
merly they were during pleafure ; now they are
during good behaviour, And they have become,
to al. intents and purpofes, the arbitrators between
he king and his people, for they are independent
of both, This fingle meafure is fufficient to im-
mortalize George the Third, had he done nothing
clfe, for he has rendered it 1mpoﬂible for him or
- his fucceﬂbm to have any influence over the judg-
es. Neither have thefe judges any power but
what is given them by the laws, nor can they pafs
any fentence till the matter of fa& has been fettled
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by men chofen by the parties.  All private fecl-
ings, and confequently all ‘refpet of perfons are
banithed from the Britifh courts of juftice. Thofe
who are acqua'nted with human nature are able to
appreciate this concellion of the king. In re-
nouncing for himiclf and his pofterity the power
of difplacing the judges at the commencement of
a new reign, ke put the finithing hand to the con-
flitution, and by founding it on the pureft juftice,
gave it the faireft chance te beconie eternal. - Such
a iacrifice has been rarely made. Kven virtuous
kines are careful to preferve tiicir authority and
tafluence u'llmpmi"ed, and rather inclined to aug-
munt than diminifh their power.

In ¢viry country except Britain, to be prolecut-
ed by the government is to be condemned,  That
this is the cafe under the prefent defpotifm of
France, no perfon will have the holdnefs to deny.
And in the United States, which have borrowed
all that is valuable in their inflitutions from Brit-
ain, but w'hch they have poifoned or deform-
cd bv their crudities, fa&ion produces the fame ef-
fects as the cruel tyranny in France. But we fhall
be toid t.at as the purity cof Britifh juftice eflen-
tially depends upon tre tricl by jury, that pillar
of liberty ; and as our neighbourq poffefs that tri-
alin its full purity, why then can we affert that
their adminiftration of juftice is corrupt ! Wean-
fwer, thatin England, generally {peaking, the peo-
ple are po‘Tef’%d of moral habits ; they are trem-
blingly alive to every thing thai can affect their
I pa'mbn and t']ey have a firong veneration fc
religicn, | But if there bea nation where neithe
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religion, virtue nor reputation are much regarded,
where democracy has corrupted the heart by ren-
dering it familiar with deception, where political
falfehoods are conflidered meritorious, and the
principles of honour and integrity difregarded to
advance a friend, or ruin a rival——in fuch a nation
the trial by jury hasloft its advantages.  Andis it
not notorious that in that unhappy country, by
the foolith called free, every man confiders his
caufe lot, if the jury be compefed of his political
opponents? And the judges not being Lidepen-
dent, are or may be as calily fivayed as the juries.
Liberty in fuch a country becomes worfe than an
empty name, a mafk for oppreflion ; the law fleeps
or is wrefted from its purpofe, and the reigning
fa&tion becomes irrefiftible.*

Let it ever be remembered that the excellence of
a jury entirely depends upon the purity of their
religious principles. If a man fears not God,
will his cath bind him, and will he not readily
give it up to friendfhip, to intereit, to folicitation
or fecret malignity ? In England the laws are par-
athount, the king has never opprefied any of his
fubjets ; his adminiflration has always been di-
reCted by the pureft juftice and moderation : of
this the people are fo much convinced, that there
is no facrifice which they would not willingly
make in his defence.  Confidering his rights asa
truft which he is to exercife with the moft fcru-
pulous adherence to juftice and religion, he reck-
ons the privileges of the people a propurty whic
they ought never to alienate, und wlhich it is nei-

# See Norve 1V,
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ther his intereft nor duty to undermine.~~Above
party {pirit himfelf, he was determined from the
firft to abolifh the ridiculous diftin&ion of Whig
and Tory which had folong diftratted the nation,
and to extend his power and prote&tion equally
to the whole body of the people. 'This he has at
lenmth accemplifhed, though not without much
treuble and loud complaints from the expiring
fa&ions, ,

Withing to unite all his {ubje@s in harmony
and peace, he has gradually removed thofe reli-
cious difabilities which the feclufion of the Stu-
arts from the throne and the prote@ion of the
national church had rendered ncceffary.  Many
fevere laws had been enalted againft the Catholics,
who were fuppofed the friends of the banithed
family, and the Diflenters, by forfaking the eftab-
lithed church, deprived themfelves of many valu-
able privileges which their fellow fubjes enjoy-
ed. Bur no fooner did thefe dangers diminifh, than
the king cheerfully concurred in leflening the re-
firitions.  From the reign of king William to
that of cur prefent fovereign, the Catholics of
England had laboured under many privations,
with a {ilence and patience which at length excit-
ed the attention of the nation. The parliament
therefore, in conjun@ion with the king, removed
thole gricvous penalties which had been impofed
for the prefervation of the conftitution, thcn
frrugoling into birth,  That liberal {pirit of chrif-
tian charity which animates our king, made him
rejoice in promoting fuch a meafure, and eager
to repeal laws which were calculated (now that
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their caufe was removed) to deftroy all focial and
religious obligations, to poifon the fources of do-
meftic felicity, and to extinguith every principle
of honour. The favour which had been fhewn
to the Catholics in 1578 svas extended to the Dif-
fenters in 1779. Our gracious fovereign, anx-
ionfly difpofed to give every relief to his {ubje&s,
moft readily affénted to the bill prefented by his
parliament, for relieving this clafs of citizens from
many painful reftritions. The fame chriftian
fpirit of love ftill farther extended the hounds of
toleration in 1791. The Pope, {o long the terrour
of the world, had now funk into weaknefs and
contempt. The Cathclics themfelves had difa-
vowed thofe principles which were moft obnox-
ious or dangerous to Proteftant ftates, and it was
no longer neceflary to enforce the laws which
had been made againft them : on the contrary,
the zeal and attachment which they had frequent-
ly manifefled for the king and conftitution, mer-
ited encouragement and reward.

In 1793, the Catholics of Ireland were more
favoured than cven their brethren in England ;
and except their exclufion from fome confidential
places in the cxecutive government, and fitting
in parliament, no reftriion whatever was con-
tinued, Indeed the moft gencrous fyftem of con-
ceflicn and cenciliation hath chara&erized his
majeity’s adminiftratic

And while we praife our virtuous {overeign for
fo readily afienting to 2ll thofe conciliating meaf-
ures which ferved to iJlay religious controveriies
which, whiic they left the conftitution fecure in

D
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church and ftate, added much to the comfort and
happinefs of thofe whom they relieved, we are
called upon no lefs cheerfully to praife hm1 for
refifting a farther conceflion wmch he conceived
dmz;emus to his government.

Whatever be the opinion of fome individuals
concerning the propriety of Catholic emancipa-
tion, the kirg's firft motive for refufing Lis con-
currence is in the highell degree honourable. He
confiders, and perhaps juftly, that fuch a meafure
is inconfiftent with his coronation oath. Tais
;cxupu.ous adirerence to the ﬁm&it}' of an oath,
hath fecured the gratitude and admiration, the af-
fe@licn and confidence of all ranks of men, even
of thofe who conceive themfelves fufferers '+ his
ﬁrm icls, und all regret the advanced age of our

enerable fovercign, who rifes in virtue as his
years increafe. A

Herc we have a facred pledge of the excclience
of his moral principles and the fervour of his pi-
ety ; and to fhew that he was a@uated on this
occafion by the pureft motives ; on leing in-
formed many years ago that the Catholics in Scot-
land weve too poor to fupport their clergy, Ie be-
ftowed upon their priefts a {mall annual peniion,,
which !:e quadrupled to the bifheps.

But the claims of the Catholics to total emanci-
pation, may be refufed on the ftrongeft grounds.
Waile this body acknowledge the fpmtual Jurid-
diction of the Pope, they a&t direcily in oppofi-
tion to one of the fundamental dorines of
Britith liberty, which we ratify with an oath,
“ that no foreign prince, perfon, nrolute, ftate or



27

potentate, hath or ought to have any jurifdiction,
power, {upericrity, pre -eminence or uu*hority ec-
clefiaftical or civil within thefe realms.”  Aslong
as the Catholics i cknowledge a forcign jurifdic-
tien, their church may become as much a polit-
ical as it is arelicious inftitution.  How can they
be depended upon in all cafes us to the flate, w hea
their confciences are under the direction of a cl ergy
who are bound by oath te obev thre Pope ? And is
not the pu.‘.:n: ’Ope the creature, or ratier the
iLl‘JCLt of our public and moft inveterate cenemy,
who exercifes the power of difpen{ing with oaths,
and of diffolving people from their allegiance ?
This is a formidable objedtion to all further con-
ceflions to the Catholics,

The fame liberality which Las been fo merito-
rioufly granted to religious fects vus alfo cxiend-
ed to political relations.  The kingdom of Ireland
had always been governed with 2 red of iron ;
tne jealoufly of the Britith pariiament had impsf-
ed reftritionson her trade and conmimerce at once
oppreflive, crucl and abfurd ; but during this
happv reign they have been gradually removed.

In1778,a imall besinning was made, but jealouty
choked it in the bud. In 1780, good fenfe pre-
vailed, and the trade of Ireland vvus placed on a
liberal footing. It was no longer treated like an
infuant colony,and bound by ummtuml rellrideinne,

In x7o 2, the Britith parliament renounced il
power over that of Ireland, decluring it fice and
independent ; and at the fame time the Hng fig-
nified his i mtemmn of furrendering many iinport-
ant parts of his prerogative ; and th 1s I ‘”mmhn-
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ity was received with acclamation and gratitude
by that high minded nation,

In 1783, thefe conceflions were farther fanc-
tioned by a law exprefsly ena@ed for the purpof:
of difclaiming forever all right in the Britith par-
liament to legiflate for Ireland. Other advantages
were given to the Irith ; but fuch was the unhap-
py fituation of that people, that they could make
no ufe of them. Divided among themfelves, and
governed by a junto which was equally deaf to
the voice of the government and of the people,
no folid relief could be given but by uniting the
two kingdoms. Thiz grand meafure, which con-
folidates the empire, has been at length carried
into effe@, and is cne of the moft glorious events
of his majefty’s reign. Indeed no meafure could
be more judicious or neceffary. The inhabitants
of the three kingdoms are at length placed on an
equal footing, and not feparated as they former-
ly were by abfurd regulations.  United under
one legiflature, mutual jealoufies are deflroyed,
and the advantages of fiee trade and commerce
are open to all. )

Our gracious king appeared determined to
bury, if poflible, the laft remains of political ani-
mofity ; he had already reftored the forfeited ef-
tates inScotlandto the families which had loft them
in the rebellion, and, in 1800, with a promptnefs
in the higheft degree cordial and generous, he
granted a penfion of £ 4000 per annum to Hen-
ry Stuart, cardinal of York, (when reduced to ab-
folute beggary by the robberies of the revolution-
ary French) the laft branch of the itluftricus Lut
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unfortunate family of the Stuarts, although the
cardinal had had the weuknels to affert his title to
the throne.

But the national proiperity, and the comfort
and happinefs diffufed by the impartial adminif-
tration of our beloved king, would bave received
a martal ftab, had not our finances been cured of
that decrepitude into which they were finking :
national bankruptcy, a moft dreadful calamity,
was {erioufly apprehended by men of experience
and penetration ; numbers thought it unavoidable,
and many had prophefied the time of its happen-
ing—the king therefore united his exertions with
thofe of his miniftry to find out a remedy for this
impending evil. It was Mr. Pitt’s good fortune
to difcover a plan which difpelled the rifing gloom,
and whole efficacy difplays in the firongeft light,
the greatnefs of his genius ; it infures for him the
gratitude of the nation, and clothes him with im-
mortality. By means of a finking fund provifion
is made for gradnally liquidating the former debts
ina manner at once fimple and effectual, and reft-
ing upon principles certain and uniform in thei
operation, as has been incontrovertibly proved by
an experience of twenty years. But it was not
enough to remove the dangor arifing from the
debts of former wars ;3 the minifter wade it im-
poflible to contrall a new debt, without at the
fame time providing the meane of difcharging it
ina moderzte period.  In thefe judicicus arrange-
ments, the king moft readily concurred ; and the
confidence which a fyftem fo perfedt hus infpired,
hath greatly increafcd the enterprife and exertions



of the people.  Our national refources® being thus

improved, every poflible encouragement has been

given to trade, navigation and manufactures, and

the public profperity hath moft wonderfully in-
reafed.

Thefe and many other judicious rer*LdatLons, it
is true, may be aferibed to Mr. Pitt 5 but the king
fhares the merit for )ls:m‘:; and Leeping fucha
minifter. The dread of the national debt {feems
now to be fubfiding, though to fome it is il
fubje of gloom and defpair : but fuch fears are
not well founded 5 for a i€t examination will
prove t..at our enormous taxes are the natural
confequences of the greatnefs of our wealth.

It was referved for the prefent reign to put an
end to a traflic which had long been a difgrace to
the nation and to a!l Europe, a trathe which gave
currency to the moft fuvage opmluns which occa-
fioned the mo?t dreadful crimes, which put all
moral law to deflance, and which fubftituted the
dominion ot force for that of reafon. The blood
of the innocent Africans no longer cries to Heaven
againft us,  Comumerce has been taugt to refpeét
the laws* of humanity, and the unhzmpy negroes
are acknowledged to be men,  Our fover eign re-
joiced in pglﬂmw this {al ur*ry law 5 he rcjmced in
the annijhilation of = trade at whlclm tuture ages
will be aftonifthed—a trade which outrages the
principles of chriftianity, and tramples on hu-
man nature,

Though an ardent lover of peace, our king -
has had tbe misfortunc to be engaged in feveral

* Sce Nore V.




31
juft and nece flary wars.  He was not able to in~
fpire other nations with that moderation and
fove of order which ammated his royal lnuﬁ
and found it neceffary to maintain the honour of
the nation by : epellmrr unjult and unprovoked
aggreflions. he firlt of thefe was the Colonial
or Ameucan war, the origin of which is to be
found in the peace of 1763 Had our beloved
Sovereign confented to reftore Canada to France,
the ftates of America had {ffill been colonies.—
Poffefled of the navigation of the lakes, and
chiming a paflage to Louiflana, the French would
have kept the Americans in mnum.al alar m, har-
rafling their frontiers and making encroachments
upon “their territories. 1ncapabh of defending
themfelves againft a nation fo powerful, they
would have anxmuﬂy maintained their connec~
tion with their mother country, and would have
VVIH‘H(“LY contributed their fhare in the expence
nbceﬁary for their prote&ion. But no f{ooncr
are they relieved from impending danger than
tl-ey turn upon t;ze1r protetor and ﬁmg the hand

that faved them from deftru®ion. It is not ne-
ceﬂary to enter mmutclv into the caufe and ocii-
gin of the American war.* Future hiftorians will
do juftice to Great Britain when the mania for
undefined hbe1ty and licentioufnels fhull bave
pailed away. It s fufhcient for us to '
that they made a difmal return for the
fpent in their quarrels, and for the blood that bad
flowed in torrents.  They proved thern! i'vuv nei-
ther affeQionate children, grateful cole

*Sce NO‘r:c Y.
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friendly allics. Ircjoice however in their feparas
tion ; they had become an intelerable burthen to
the Britith nation ; they drew the attention of the
government from internal improvements (of infi-
nitely more utility) to the foftering of infidious
colonies; and fince this excrefcence hzs been cut
off, the Britifh i{les have advanced moft rapidly in
ﬁicn th and profperite. No Enghfloman has

caufe to blufh on account of this war ;7 it was
excited by faftion, and became fuccefsful through
treachiery.

But the molt unfortunate event of the prefent
reignis of a morc general and deftruive tenden-
<y, and is commen to England with ali Europe.
‘The revolution in France bas been the icourge of
the world fince its commencerent. T his dread-
ful convulfion was accclerated, if not entirely
produced, by the rebellionin America.  The dif-
cuflions to which this fingular conteft gave rife,
and the countcaunce g nuc' by Louis XVI. :0
fubjeéts in arms againil their lawful {overeign,
erafed from the minds of a great portion of his
peeple that reverence and devotion for royalty,
wita which they were formerly infpired.  Thefe
imprcflicns were extended and confirmed on the
return of the trovps which had been fent to A-

merica. The gn‘ts of freedom were painted in the
moft Ltu nciing cofours j the flame of blind en-

thufia fm was kindled in their breafls, and a dcu:rv
foriieriy exelied which nothing comd extinguifh,
Indc°d h- king of France figned his death wai-

wnd aad the ruin of his race wiien he fignad the

See Wores VILL and VIIT.  4See Note IN.
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treaty with the rebellious colonies. He fuffered
jealoufy to conquer pruderce, and rejoiced in the
opportunity of humbling a rival.

It were eafy to aflign the caufes which made
the revolution of France more favage and more
dangerous to other nations than that of America,
but rere it would be out of place. Our virtuous
fovereign faw with concern the dreadiul anarchy
which pervaded that unhappy country, and the
fhocking maffacres wich were every day per-
petrated, but ke determined to preferve his neu-
trality, having laid it down as a maxim not to
interfere with the internal arrangements of other
nations.  But the 2i7ogance and ambition of the
Ephemeral rulers of France, foon leit bim noth-
ing but fubmiflien ¢r refiiance 5 and after they
bad imbrued ticir lands in the blood of their
humane and picus {overcien, it wuas vain to cx-
pe& juftice. Indeed the murder cf their king
roufed the tender feclings of the wiole Britith
nation ; intercourfe with France was fulpended,
and the National Convention haftened to declare
war. With refped to the policy of a war with
France, a difference of opinion at firft prevailed.
But whoever traces the prografs of this terrible
convulfion, muft be convinced that it was impof-
fible to -maintain the relations of peace much
longer. The rage for innovation was daily gain-
ing ground and might in a fhort time have
overturned our happy conftitution. The French
revolution prefented a fpeQacle altogether new.
Its {anguinary progrefs, its early attempt to over-
turn the Coariftianreligion. The hopes it offer-

L
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ed to the difaffe&ted in all nations, and the zeal
which it exerted to increafe them, juftified the
king in breaking off all communication with a
cauntry, where the 1evolut10naly fervour carried
every th,n'T before it. At this perlod the fitua-
tion of the Britith empire was in the higheft de-
gree critical, and it was difficult to decide which
courfe to purfue.  Subfequent events have how-
ever jultified the choice that was made, by prov-
ing toat a neutrality, had it been poflible, would
hive been infinitely more deftruétive than the
moft furious war. What has Spain gained by
her paticint allian-e,her humiliations and facrifices?
What the kinz of Pruflia for Lis temporifing and
infidious olicy ? Y rat the Dutch for their mean-
nefs and condelrenfion ? Has Switzerland itfelf]
formerl+ {o virtucus and free, efcaped the rage of
conqueft and revolution ? And if I be afked what
WE have grined, Tanfwer, we have gained {ecu-
rity, we , ave p-eferved our happy conftitution,
we have maintained the purity of the public mor-
als.  Ves, tlat probity which feems on the con-
tinent of Eurcpe to be loft, ftill diftinguithes the
Britith characier.  That abhorrence of fraud and
falfehood, that dignified independence which ev-~
ery perfon feels, who is confcious of the equal
protection of the laws—that difdain of all fawning
fervility and meannefs, which the flaves of tyrants
muit put on, fill adorn the Britith natton. Had
?f not heen for the war, we might have become

iaanv wegraded with our enemies, deprived of
i i ’.u, all {ecurity of perfon and property an-
aihilated, and been found bowing at the feet of
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one of the Corfican ufurper’s fatellites. Such a
tyrant would have trampled on our laws, on our
religion and civil policy ; he would have enforced
with the moft unrelenting cruelty, the moft arbi-
trary and oppreflive mea{ules. Hatmf* that love
of liberty, of honour, and of virtue, nnplanted 11
our nature, he would have taken every method
to debafe our minds.,  This would have been the
exchange that we fhould have made for the gra-
cious fovereign whom we now praife. Inftead
of his'paternal affection, his ardour to increafe
our happinefs, his mild and faithful adminiftration
‘of the laws, we thould have found ourfelves groan-
ing under a government of murder, a mlhtdry
defpotifm covered with corruption, at war with
the virtuous, and deluging the kingdom with the
blood of her moft amiable children. Ruin and
mifery would have overfpread the land ; the laft
afylum of liberty would have been defhoyed the
light of the world extinguifhed, and opprefiion in
er moft dreadful attire would have becn fecen
founding her vitorious trumpet of horrour and
difmay. From evils {o dreadful we have been
p"eferved by our watchtul fovereign ; and while
other nations have fallen, we reimain 1ecmb, hayp-
py and free.  Ie has condu&ed the vellel of the
“ftate with a fteady hand, and he continues victo~
rious.

There is however one errour, which, though
flowing from a generous intention, has produced
much evil and perplexity.  The feverity of our
maritime laws is the oftenfible pretence for arming
all Europe ageinit us 5 but unwife relaxations of
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thefe are the real fource of our prefent difficulty.
In the year 1756, Lord Chatham difcovering that
France, unable to refift our mnaval preppnder-
ance, had relaxed her colonial fyftem, and per-
mitted neutrals to bring home the produce of her
colonies, which was done exclufively by her own
thips in time of peace ; and perceiving that the
preflure of the war would be thus leflened, adopt-
ed a rule by which the admiralty were to guide
their decifions to countera& her defign. The rule
vas, That @ neutral bas no right to deliver a belli-
gerent frone the preffure of its cnemies boflilities, by
trading with bis colonies in time of war in a way
that was probibited in time of peace*

The fairnefs of this rule muft be admitted by
every impartial perfon ; and its obvious tendency
1s to accelerate the return of peace : it was acted
upon by Lord Clatham, and found efhicacious.
But fince his time, the clamours of felfith neutrals
have extorted a relaxation, as if the enforcement
of fo juft a principle were contrary to morals.
‘The firft confequence has been, that the hoftile
colonies have found a benefit rather than a difad-
vantuge in the war 3 they were never more flour-
ithing, and their produce never flowed into the
mother country in fuch abundance, with fo great
cheepnels, and in fo great fecurity. The navy
have been thus deprived of their lawful prizes,
the manufaCiurers of the enemy find employment,
his taxes are rendered predudiive, and he is ena-
bled to continue the conteft.

But the fecond clafs of evils arifing from this

*Sce Norrs XIV. XV. XVI.
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injudicious relaxation oF our maritime laws are
ﬂxll greater.  The Americans becoming ¢ the car-
ricts bct ween the hoftile countries and their cole-
nies have rifen to a height of profperity swhich
hath made them infolent and captious, and not
being able to navigate their vaft fhipying, they
entice our feamen from the {ervice of thoir coun-
try. And fo far are they from being fatisfied
vith the rclaxations already made that they de-
mand {till greater, fuch as muil quickly under-
mine our naval power. They detzin our failors
under pretence that they are American citizens—
They refule our right of fearch, ad becaufe we
are not inclined to grant their requefts, they de-
bar us from their har.)uurs and interdi&t all inter-
courfe. One part of the difpute with the unprin-
cipled Government of that nation is happily re-
moved, the colonies of our enemies have all been
con plercd, andit is hoped that our fovescign per-
ceiviag that his gznerofity has produced nothing
but evil, will return to that juft and equitable rule
cn which Lord Chatham a¢ted, and to which his
illuftrious fon, in his laft illnefs, declared that he
wzs determined to revert.  Firmly maintaining
our maritime 1';"":1to againft open eneimiss and fe-
cret 03, we s mfplie this degenerate govern-
ment equally di! utuge of nmonal honour and vir~
tue, and leave them in filent contempt to brood
cver their fclith and iniquitous proceedings and
to bocome the execration of future ages.™*

I+ is thus that the moft virtuous and generous
condud fometimes produces, in this world, con-

*#Sce Notes X XIo XII XIIIL
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fequences partially grievous and which the ftrong-
cft fagacity could not have forefeen. 'That fl ce
fyftem of colonization adopted by England fo
very different from thie fevere and reftrictive form
ufed by otler nations inftead of nourithing grat-
itude and affeétion, raifed difcontent, enmity and
hatred. Our aged monarch from his anxiety to
gratify neutrals relaxes his maritime rights.  This
ferves no other purpofe but to encourage de-
mands for farther relaxations. The Americans
calling tiemfelves friends, inveigle our feamen,
and cpenly prefer tre moft paltry interefts to
our immedizte and thcir own eventnal {afety
a nation. Bur the delufion is vanifhed, concef~
ficns are at an end, and the ferpent is difcovered.
Suach are a few of the leading points of the
reign of our gracicus fovereign —To tmfe, many
others mrg“xt Lave been added. The improve-
ment of t.e jurifprudence in Scotland—the great
liberality exercifed towards the French emigrants
—the cordial reception given to the harraffed and
unfvrtunare Louis XVIIL when all the other
kings of Lurope refufed him an  affylum.  Is it
tiien any wonder that the proiperity of the coun-
¢ry hath increafed in a moft aftonithing degree
under an adminiftration fo paternal : that agricul-
ture has flourithed in a manner unexampled in hif-
tory : that commerce has been extended in all its
branches, and that the arts and {ciences have ad-
vanced infinitely more in Britain  than in any
other country in Europe ? Indeed learnig and the
aris | ave always experienced the liberal protec-
tion of the king, In 1768, he inflituted the
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Royal Academy of Pamtmg, under his immedi-
ate care, fubJe& to the direGtion of forty artifts of
the firft rank in their {feveral profeflions. This
reflects immortal honour on the tafte and munifi-
eence of the king, and proves his e:«vemcﬁ to
promote the progrefs of the arts. He cheerful-
ly came forward to promote the eftablithment of
the Royal inftitution in London for the purpofe
of giving regular leCtures on the izicuces : an
inftitution which has already dons much towards
the diffufion and improvement of knowledge and
produced a feries of difcoveries only furpaffed
by the difcoveries of Newion, and which, but
for this, might have been ftill unknown.
Animated by that pure patriotic fiame which
is the nobleft paflion that can enter the breaft, he
is forever feeking his people’s good, and always
teaching them, by his illuftrious example, how to
procure it.  Though far diftant, we are no lefs
the objelts of his paternal care. To usas well as
to the inhabitants around him, he Is the faithful
guardian and difpenfer of all the benefits lowing
trom the moft perfe@ form of government. Our
conftitution, modelled after that of Great Britain,
partakes of all the advantages which an experience
of feveral centuries had accumulated. It is pot,
therefore, the work of a day; it refts upon old
and tried foundations, the more durable, becaufe
vifionary empiricks have not been allowed to touch
them. No fine {pun theories of metaphylhicians,
which promife much and end in mifery, have
fhared in its formation ; fuch men may defircy,
but they can never build. All the privile
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which Englithmen poffefs arc ours. In this rcf-

pe&, the Britith empire is united ; for with a gen-
erofity, ntever before equalled, thefe liberties were
extencded,without rcfcrve,to the French inhabitants’
of Lower Canada. This portion of a once great
and gallant nation, were reccived as fellow fub-
jects; every mark of fubjection was car efully re-
moved ; their very prejudices have been treated
with the greateft refpe@, and they are left in the
full exercife of their rehglon and of all their civil
rights.  Yes, Canadians, valuable are the advan-
tages which you enjoy as Britifh fubjeQs ; your
ancicat laws refpe &ing property have been retain-
ed becaufe you deﬁlcd it, and the feverity of the
criminal code has been removed by the introduc-
tion of the milder adminiftration of the law cf
England.  Your very feelings bave been confult-
cd with a condefcenfion and delicacy highly pleaf-
ing ; your manners and cuftoms have been cher-
ithed and proteted, your language retained in the
courts of juftice, in parlnment and upon all pub-
lic occafions.  Qur gracious {overeign as well as
his parliament, have manifefted no other defire
than to extend ycur liberty and increafe your hap-
pineis.  You have received the power of corre&-
ing what fhall appear wreng in your laws and
inﬂ‘tutions, and of framing {uch new regulations
as the growing intereft and profperity of the prov-

ince fhall require. Enabled to change, modify
and improve the exifting laws, and poflefling all
that is beneficial in the Britith conftitution, what
may be juftly expeied on your parts in return for
gifts {0 precious ? Surely that you will return that
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affe@ion and love for our auguft fovereign, which
he has manifefted to you. That you will teach
your children the value of the benefits which you
have received, and infpire them with gratitude
and loyalty. Behold, you will fay, the generous
treatment which we have experienced from the
Britith. 'Thrown into their hands by the fortune
of war, we found them friends inftead of ene-
mies. They relieved us from the numerous op-
preflions of our former government, and moft
anxioufly removed all traces of recent victory.—
We were enrolled among the number of Britith
fubjects, and all the rights, privileges, and im-
munities of that happy people were conferred
upoa us. And, my children, living under a king
fo generous, fo benevolent and juft, a king whofe
greateft joy is to fee his {ubjecs happy and free,
what can we wifh for that we do not poffefs :
behold comfort, wealth and grandeur flowing in
upon us, and our liberty giving our country the
moft folid charms, notwithftanding its freezing
tky and procraftinated fnows. To the freed man,
labour lofes its pain ; he may be poor, but he
feels himfelf independent, and he bows not to the
proud and the haughty, the rich or the powerful,
for they dare not moleft him. Other countries
may enjoy a warmer climate, and may produce
more delicious fruits, but are thefe an equivalent
for anarchy, for defpotifm and oppreflion. Cul-
tivate then my dearsft children, your affe&tion for
the Britith king, government and laws, and for
.your Britifh fellow fubjecs. This affetion, this
loyalty will be better than mines of filver and’
F
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gold ; it will warm your hearts and infpire you
with the nobleft virtues. And let not this facred
attachment to our king be cankered with the
fpirit of difcontent: fly from thofe whe endeav-
our to poifon your minds with diftruft of your Brit~
ith brethren with details of grievances which
under {o free and generous a government never
exifted, and of oppreflions which under fo free
and generous a government never durft appear.
And let not the fordid paflions of the foul deter
you from ftepping forward,in the hour of dan-
ger, to defend your couatry, and to preferve,
unimpaired, the glorious privileges which you
h-ve received. Truft to your fathers who are
ready, after fifty years experience of the mild-
nefs, the juftice and integrity of the Britith gov-
ernment, to prove their loyalty by the moft pre-
cious facrifices, and can you think that this up-
right government would change its virtues for
feverity and oppreflion ? No; the intereft of the
people and the government is the fame. Let
us therefore rally round it and facrifice, with
alacrity, our wealth, cven life itfelf to preferve it
pure : that thoufands inay enjoy thofe bleflings
which it is qualified to beftow, contented if we
can contribute to 1ts permanence and be entomb-
ed for our exertions in the breafts of a grate-
ful poiterity,  Such, Canadians, ought to be your
exhortations to your cuildren @ inculcating, with
paternal anxiety, aticion 1fvr your fellow fub-
jects, proper refignation and obedience to the laws,
a due deference and homage for fuperiors, and
for thofe who are publicly entrufted with the
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adminiftration of the province. To do this is
more peculiarly your duty as partakers in the
benefits of a conftitution of government found-
ed upon the moft equitable, rational and excel-
lent principles : a coaftitution of frec and equal
laws, fecured on the one hand againft the arbi-
trary will of the {overeign, and the licentiouf-
nefs of the people on the other : a conftitution
wlich has become the fruitful fource of heroes,
the nourither of liberty, the promoter of learn-
ing, arts and commercé : a conflitution which
protets and fecures the life and liberty of eve-
ry individual, and whofe pure adminiftration has
been experienced for fifty years through a king
who delights in being the guardian of freemen
and the father of his people. To conclude, our
gracious fovereign looks to tiie inhabitants of the
Canadas with peculiar pleafure : He has bound
the French part of the population by gifts and
privileges which form ties of the moft pleafing
and lafting kind, and he well remembers the fac-
rifices which many of his fubje&s in. Upper-
Canada, Nova-Scotia and New-Brunfwick have
already made in his defence : He never forgets
a kindnefs, and he has liberally rewarded them for
the privations to which they have’voluntarily
fubmitted. So many marks of reciprocal affec-
tion infure the permanence of your loyalty ; the
fame ardour which you have formerly difplayed,
and which, though unfuccefsful, covers you with
glory, would fill infpire you with the equal af-
fection, and your hopes of fuccefs would be better
founded. And you who are young, remember
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that as our gracious fovereign is dear to all his
fubjecs, he ought alfo to be dear to you : imitate
the loyalty of your parents, and as you are heirs
to their pofeflions, be heirs alfo to their virtues.
And you who have come into this country vol-
untarily preferring it to your own, you will per-
ceive the duty of being true to the oath of alle-
giance which you have taken. You have been
recognized asBritifh fubje&s,you have been adopt-
ed into our family and received as children.—
Let then obedience and {ubmiffion to the laws
mark your condud, and as you receive protcction,
our king has a juft claim to your fervice.

But in fpeaking to Britifh fubjeéts, to men con-
{cious of enjoying liberty in its higheft perfection,
it may be fuperfluous to exhort to loyalty. They
know that to rife in defence of the king and con-
flitution which nourithes and protects us, has, in
all aggs, been a mark of diftinction. The great-
eft and beft men recorded in hiftory were eminent
for their patriotifm. 'Who can fight wita more
ardour for wealth, for property, for honour, for
family, for friends and for his country, than he
who arms himfelf to fight for his own property,
for his own honour, for the fafety of his friends,
for his own family, his own felicity and the inde-
pendence of his own country ?

In defending our venerable fovereign and the
government over which he prefides,we are defend-
ing our moft precious interefts, and difcharging a
debt of gratitude in a manner the moft agrecable.
For it is by affectior. and loyalty that we are ena-
bled to fweeten the laft days of our good king ;
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thofe days which are inceffantly employed in pro-
moting our profperity and happinefs. His ex-
hortations, his authority and example have always
evinced the moft generous zeal and aétivity in the
public fervice, and kis adminiftration hath been
principally known to us by ats of benevolence
and mercy.

He is now verging towards the grave, and like
the fetting fun in a calm and ferene fky, he is be-
held by his affectiorate fubjects with praifes and
bleflings. No murmurs cloud tie horizon—the
countenances of all are filled with the joy of grief.
They know his value, they dread his lofs. They
are not fupported by the hope which animated
them during his ficknefs in 17809, that the ftrength
of manhood would diflipate the difeale. Alas !
tirere is no cure for declining years, and they will
not again burft forth in the fulnefs of joy, with
one heart-and one voice, to thank God for his
reftoration. But they have {fpontancoufly ftamp-
ed his charater with the faireft marks of honour
and renown, when after an experience of his
reign for fifty years, they rofe with accordant
voice ; rufhing into the temples, and pouring out
the effufions of their hearts in prayer and praifes
with thank{givings and rejoicings, with deeds of
benevolence and charity to their feilow {ubjeéts,
they all exprefled their gratitude to God for hav-
ing fpared his gracious life. Such arc the grate-
ful beams which iilumine the evening of our
fovereign’s life ; fuch the benditions that are
thowered upon his facred head, and fuch the ful-
filment of the Bithop of London’s prophctic pray-
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er at his acceflion to the throne.  * Let there be,”
faid the loyal prelate, “ but one conteft between
¢ them, whether the king loves his people beft, or
“ his people him ; and may it be a long, a very
“ long conteft, may it never be decided ; but let
“ it remain doubtful, and may the paternal affec-
¢ tion on the one fide, and the filial obedience on
¢ the other, be had in perpetual remembrance.”



NOTES.

NOTE I. p. 6.
EVERAL hiftorians, and Dr. Smallet in particular,

mention the rapid improvement of Hanover atter its
elector became king of Great Britain. And they aflign, as
the canfe of this improvement, the partiality which George
the Firft and Second entertained for their hereditary domin-
ions. This partiality has given rife to loud and bitter com-
plaints, and it has been admitted by writers of all parties
that Britith interefts were fucrificed in quarrels not their own.
It cannot be denied that the prefent royal family as electors
o Hanover were more intimately conneéted with the affairs
of the continent than the Stuarts had occafion to be, but it
dres not fellow from this that Hanover always gained as
Great Britain loft.  The very contrary was frequently the
foct. It is worth obferving that the Hanoverians have
becn as Jond in their complaints on this head as the Britifh,
and protably with as good reafon. They fay that the king
of Great Britain, invulnerable at home, was frequently at-
tackod as cle€tor of Hunover, and that country expofed to
depredations which might have been eafily avoided, had not
the king of Great Britain difdained to adopt a policy
which he would have willingly embraced as eleétor of
Huanover. The clamour againft the Hanoverians is there-
forc abfurd : they fuffer more than we can do by having
their country made the theatre of wars which their native
princes might have avoided, and what we lofe is like duft in
the balance compared to the invaluable advantages of fecur-
ing our conftitution, liberty, and laws.

NOTE II. »p. 10.

THE rage for equality which the American and French
revolutions have introduced, has given currency to many
notions falfe and rniifchievous. Perfons of high rank have
not only been refufed the rofpe& and deference to which
they werc entitled, but republican ferocity has delighted to
deprive them of reputation and talents.  Kings and queens,
mobles, and perfons of quality, fay thefe medeft perfons,
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are unacquainted with the rights of humanity, incapable of
fympathifing with diftre(s and confpicuous only for cruelty
and ignorance. Amidft their inveives againft' rank and
dignity, thefe anarchifts have beftowed upon them{elves
the moft difgufting praife as exclufively poflefling ali fenfe,
humanity, tafte and genius. Indeed the legiflature of the
United States ferioufly deliberated whether they fhould not
declare themfelves the molt enlightened nation in the world.
What will fuch perfons fay to the eloquent letter which

follows :

¢ Muay it pleafe your NMajefly,

7 '(‘ Iyam at z{{iy{'s whether I thould congrat-
ulate or condole with you on your lute viétory ; fince the
fame fuccefs which has covered you with laurels, has over-
fpread the country of Mecklenburg with defolation. I
know, fire, that it feems unbecoming my fex, in this age of
vicious refinement, to fecl for one’s country, to lament the
horrours of war, or with for the return of peace. I know
you may think it more properly my province to ftudy the
arts of pleafing, or to turn my thoughts to fubje&s of a
more domeflic nature ; but however unbecoming it may be
in me, I cannot refift the defire of interceding for this un-
happy people.

¢ It was but a very few years ago that this territory
wore the moft pleafing appearance. The country was
cultivated ; the peafant looked cheerful ; and the towns
abounded with riches and feftivity. What an alteration at
prefent from fuch a charming fcene! T am not expert at
defcription, nor can my fancy add any horrours to the pic-
ture : But fure even conquerors themfelves would weep
at the hideous profpe& now before me. The whole coun-
try, my dear country, lics one frightful wafte, prefenting
only objefts to excite terrour, pity and defpair. The bufi-
nefs of the hufbandman and the fhepherd is quite difcontin-
ved ; the hufbandman and the fhepherd are become fol-
diers themfelves, and help to ravage the foil they formerly
occupicd. The towns are inhabited only by old men, wo-
men and children ; perhaps here and there a warrior, by
wounds or lofs of limbs, rendered unfit for fervice, left at
his door ; his little children hang round him, afk an hifte-
1y of every wound, and grow themfelves foldiers before
they find ftrength for the ficld.

<¢ But this were nothing, did we not feel the alternate
infolence of cither army as it happens to advance or re-
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treat. It is impoflible to exprefs the confufion which
even thofe who call themfclves our friends, create. Even
thofe, from whom we might expet redrefs, opprefs us with
new calamities. From your juftice therefore it is that we
hope relief: To you cven children and women may com-
plain, whofe humanity ftoops to the meaneft petition, and
whofe power is capable of reprefling the greateft injuft-
ice. I am, fire, &c.”

If this illultrious Queen were obliged to defcend from
her exalted ftation as foon as a lady could be found capa-
ble of writing a fuperior letter upon the fame fubje&, will
any perfon capable of judging, helitate to fay that the would
have nothing to apprchend, for no fuch perfon ever could
be found.

NOTE III. p. 14.

Persons of licentious lives and thofe who are not accuf-
tomed to examine the effets of moral caufes, will be ready
to fuppofe that I have dwelt too lony upon the private and
domeftic virtues of our amiable fovercign. But I do not re-
gard the opinions of fuch perfons ; they are not indezd qual-
ified 10 decide, and I am fure of meeting, in this refpe&,
with the approbation of the good, who are aware of the
great importance of virtuous example. The writers on
the French revolution unanimoufly declare that the general
corruption of manners was one of the molt powerful cau-
fes of that unhappy event. And this corruption was fup-
ported by the example of the king. Louis XV. lived in
open adultery. He feduced a city matron, carried her pub-
licly from her hufband to exercife {overcign authority, and
this opened a channel for licentioufnefs. This weak prince
placed his fceptre at the feet of onc of his miltrefles who
had been chofen from among the dregs of Paris, and this
rizannels covered him with contempt, the certain forerunner
of ftate difafters. Governed by women of charaQers fo
abandoned, decency fled the court. Al who made profef-
fions of honour and who refpetted propriety of condudl,
were overwhelmed by the denunciations, the licentioufn:fs,
the intrigues and corruption of thofe abandoned woraen,
who furrovnded the king, with a crowd of people without
moral:, and enemies to virtue. This general corruption
of manners, and the meafurcs adoptel by this duevered
prince weakencd his authority, undermined the ftate and
affifted in preducivy that revolution in which his grandfon

]
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the virtuous and humane Louis the XVIth, perifhed,——
When this prince afcended the throne, though fond of
domeftic happpinefs, he wanted energy to purify fo cor-
rupt a court. and fo rapacious an adminiftration, and he
funk under the confli®. Many examples might be given
of the bad effeéts of licentious morals in the higher or-
ders. Indeed every father of a family who has been him-
felf guilty, fooner or later deplores it in Ditternefs. In
this new country where licentioufnefs has already made a
moft alarming progrefs, you frequently find people living
debauched lives difgraceful to themfelves and pregnant with
future mifery. Their numbers indeed keep them in coun-
tenance, and conceal, for a time, their contemptible fitua-
tion, But I might appeal to many keepers who, after living
in a degraded manner for a number of years, give their
paramour the title of wife not from any affection for her,
but on account of compaflion for their children : Excluded
trom genteel fociety, they drag out a miferable exiftence,
and the vulgarity ot their domeftic regulations and manners
reminds them every day of their folly.

NOTE 1IV. p. 23.

WE are frequently deafened with abfurd and ridiculous
deferiptions of American liberty : But the foundation of
true liberty is the ftri@ and impartial adminiftration of
juttice. An obfcure member of the houfe of commons, not
many months ago, accufed the duke of York of mal prac-
tices. Hc was attended to, and the condu&t of the king’s
favourite fon was ftrictly examined. The inquiry in as far
as it refpefted his official bufinefs was highly creditable to
'nisr Highnefs, but notwith{tanding he found it neceffary to
rehign.,

“I'te commander in chief of the American army is accuf-
ed not merely of mal pra&ices in his official capacity, but of
receiving bribes from 2 foreign power, and of cunfpiring the
overthrow of his own government, and he is accufed, not
by an obfcure individuals, but by a fcnator in congrefs who
declarcs himfelf ready to fubftantiate his charges, and to
convi&t him of corruption and high treafon before any court
of juftice ; but no proper enquiry takes place ; he is not
tried, but the affair is huddled up.” Lord Melville was ac-
cufed, impeached by the House of Commons and tried by
his Peers; hc was indeed honourably acquitted, but his
friends durft not preveat his trial.  Mr. Pitt and feveral of
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Maidftone on the trial of O'Conner ; they all attended, they
durft not difobey the fummons of the Court ;3 They gave
their evidence.  But Mr. Madison and his colleagues re-
fufed to obey the fummons of the Court refpetting Miranda’s
expedition, pretending that they were required in their fev-
eral departments. "This was to infult the Court, to expofe
it to contempt and to poifon the fource of juftice.

The American Juries pay f{o little regard to an oath, fo
little attention to the evidence that their verdi&s are often
erroneous. Many of them have no religion ; many defpife
it—numbers never have been baptifed, and confider the cath
ajeft. So general is the corruption, and fo certain are fome
perfons ef the impof(fibility of receiving juftice from them
that they with that one or two upright judges were to de-
cide, and juries, ia civil cafes, to be excluded. The Ameri-
can jurivs commonly enquire the political opinions of ths
litigators and give it to their friend, or if politics be out of
the queftion, they decide in favour cf the poorer ; we do not
fay but that jultice may be {ometimes obtained, but her pre-
fence in the courts is rare,

But the lenity exercifed towards general Wilkinfon is not
extendzd to thier political ensmics, by the ruling party.
Witnefs the vulgar and grofs proceedings against judge
Chafe and the oppreflion of the Government on Burr. The
Prcfident even infulted the judge for acquitting him in his
public meflug: to Congrefs.

NOTE V. p. 30.—Ox tue Fivance.

It was prophefied about a century ago by perfons who had
made the finances their particalar ftudy that the profpe&
before us was gloomy. Mr. Hume, in the firft edition of
his eflays, afferted that we could not maintain our credit
when our d:bt reached 100 millions, but he lived. to fee it
double this fum, and prudently ecxpunged this paffage in the
future editions of his works obferving that it was impoflible
to conje@ure how far we might cxtend our credit, or to
what amount the debt might be raifed. Our gradual in-
creafe of wealth has moft happily averted all preditions of
Bankruptcy, the improvement of our manufaures and the
great extenfion of commerce aided by that national attach-
ment which every Briton feels for his country, and which
induces him to make the greateft facrifice in its defence,
have always enabled the ftate to procure the neceffary fup-
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plies. The cxperience therefore of the paft juflifies this
comfortable conclufion for the future, that our finances re-
quire only to be directed by men of integrity and informa-
tion, to enable the nation to meect any exigency, und to
maintain this or any other juft and neceffary war, aslong
as our enemies remain deaf to truth and juftice.  The ex-
iftence of a national debt may be perfedtly confiftent with
the intereft and profperity cf the Country, and itis only when
the borrowing fyftem has been abufed, that it has become
alarmipg. To thofe who may not be converfant in this
interefting matter, the following fhort flatement may be ac-
ceptable. Taking the public debt at 600 millions nominal cap-
ital, this when reduced to real money capital valuing 3 per
cts.at 6o will amount to 360 millions. The finking tund this
prefent year enables the commiffioners to pay off ten one
half millions or about 1-34th partof the whole debt,{o that in
34 yearseven if the finking fnnd were not to accumulate? the
prefent debt would be paid off.  But it is evident that if 10
millions of the 360 millions be paid this year, the intereft of
the money fo paid is faved, which, in this cafe is fomething
more than half a million, fo that in 1811 fomething mcre
than 11 millions can be paid ; in fine, the whole debt would
be extingufhed on this plan in 17 years from this time, or in
1827. DButas {ucha rapid extinction of the national debt
would be attended with inconvenicnce, it is probable that
Minifters will apply fome part of the finkiug fund to the
immediate reduétion of the more grievoustaxes. Thus, for
example, in the year 1818 when the finking fund on the
fmalleft fcale, fuppofing it to rcecive no intermediate jm-
provements, will amount to rather more than fcventeen mil.
lions. Minifters mav chufe to pay off only fourtcen mil-
lions of the public dubt, and repeal taxes to the extent of
three millions per annum ; next year or 1819, they can
pay the fame fum and repeal exifling taxes to the amount
of another million ; thus the reduction of the taxes and of
the debt would go hand in hand ; nor do the new loans inter.
fere with this admirable fyftem—for it is enacted that e cry
new loan thall be paid in 15 years by a finking fund peculizr
w itfelf. The Minifter in providing for the intereft of cvery
new loan, provides one per cent above what is neceflary, und
this one per centis applied towards reducing the capital
which it does in about 45 years. This part of the fyitem
has been amended by making the appropriation larger ef-
pecially in time of war, {o that every new loan may be re-
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paidin 14 years. On the whole, fuch is the refouices of
the country, and fuch the certain fuccefs of Mr. Pitt’s plan
that the national debt ceafus to be an evil oi any confiderable
magnitude.

NOTE VI. p.3r

‘The policy adopted by the Britith Miniftry towards the
colonies after the peace of 1763 has been held up to execra-
tion, but when carefully weighed, we fhall find that we ge
to the limits of our cenfure by calling it unwife That
they were endeavouring to lay a foundation for arbitrary
power will not be eafily credited by any impartial perfon,
Soon after His Majefty’s acceflion to the throne, the paslia-
ment voted three hundred thoufand pounds to enable his Ma-
jefty o give proper compenfation to the refpeétive Provinces
in North America, for the expences incurred by them dur-
ing the war, This generofity did not appear very confif-
ent with ideas of immediate oppreflion. Tt is aifo worthy of
remark that when the firft bill for taxing Amecrica was
brought into Parliament, it met with no oppofition ; the
political enemies of the miniftry who afterwards declaimed
{o bitterly againtt it, were filent. Indced nothing could ap-
pear more refonable than that thofe parts of the empire
which had benefited moft by the expenfes of the war thould con.
tribute fometiiing to leffen the beavy dubt vwhich thefe expences
had occafioned, and not 2 member at that time, in the houfe of
Cowmmons, had the fmalleft doubt of the conftitutional right
vefted in the parliamsnt to raife the contribution.  After-
wards when the colonies oppofed the collc&ion of thefe tax-
es, the oppolition began to difcover arguments in their fa-
vour, though they ftill admitted that Great Britain poffef-
fzd the fupreme governing and legilluive power, and had
always bound the colonies, by her laws, and by her regula-
tions and reftri@lions in tradc, navigation and commerve,
Lut a ditin&tion was attempted to be made between this
power and that of taxing them, neither very cvident nor
ingenuous, . All parties allowed that cxternal axes wight
be levied by parliament, but not internzl.  "i'he parhane ot
therefore conceded this point, and after repeting the framyp
alt, they impofed a fmall tax on tea. But the colonies, as
had been foretold, began to excluim, ¢ it the pariiament ef
Great Britain have no right to tax vs tuternally, it can hu'a
none to tax us externally, and if it has no power to tax vs
without our own confint, it has none v goveraor legitlate
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for us without our confent, It has been faid that the colo-
nies would have been content with a limited reprefentation
in parliament. This feems .doubtful. They appcir to
have aimed at independence from the beginning, and i: is
more probable that no cofceffions, no advantages offered
them by Great Britain would have availed. Befides the fir-
uation of the colonies and their mother country was pecu-
liar : They were long weak and feeble, always recciving,
and giving nothing. Moreover fuppofing fuch a conc:fi n
to have been effe@ual, yet it could hardly be expelted frem
thofe violent meafures which the colonies adopted. Evin
granting that the a&s of parliament were inexpuuicnt,
granting that they were wrong, it was difficult to repzal
them in the face of infurre&ion and defiance. As ti: con-
teft has long ceafed, it may be thought nugatory to ent:v i
to the fubjeé, but let it be remembered that by pro
that Great Britain, in impofing certain duties, was not aua-
ted by a fpirit of oppreffion, butenly with the defirz of ran-
dering her prote@ion more efficacious,and if itappear prob.
able that the States had determined to be {atisficd with no
conceflions but to become independent : that they thankd
Providence, that they had arrived at growth and ftréength
{ufficient to refift the mother country ; we fhall be able to
repel the infidious attacks made on our country by Ameri-
cans, Indecd we might proceed to thew that the fame in-
{ubordination which produced the revolution has caufed fev-
eral rebellions fince, and will finally overturn the prefent
government. Great Britain might be miftaken in her poli-
cy, but America cannot prove her guilty of injuftice or op-
preflion.

NOTE VII. p. 32

THE French revolution muft be allowed by thofe who
were at firft its Friends, to have fo notorionfly failed to -
produce the beneficial effeGts which were confidently prom-
ifed by its authors, while it has been guilty of the moft hor-
rid exceffes, and produced the moft baneful effc&s that
one cannot hear, without indignation, any perfon (peaking
of it as glorious. How comes it then that a very great pro-
portion of the American people ftill regard this fanguinary
revolution with exultation, and after it has funk into the
moft alarming defpotifm that the world ever {aw, a nation
pretending to the greateft freedom behold its progrefs with
joy. It is that the American revolution has as certainly
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failed as that of France and is finking faft into an anarchy
which will give rife either to a general defpotifm, or toa
diifion. Proofs are not wanting to ‘eftablith the truth of
tii: woinion, and a minute illuftration of them would be
doing an effential fervice to mankind. Europeans and thofe
who jive at a diftance are mifled, and fuppofe that Amer-
icuns are free becaufe they have a fine conftitution written
upon paper.  They do not know that this conftitution is li-
avle to infuperable objetions, and that it is only by infring.-
ing them that the gevernment ftands.  Inftead of poflefling
ti¢ happielt government in the world, the United States
votlefs one of the worft, for who is ignorant that that un-
happy country is fubje& to a Virginian oligarchy. For-
eigners do not know until it be too late that the oligarchy
or governing junta do not hefitate to break thofe parts of
the conftitution which are in themfelves good, when they
happen to ftand in their way. The framers of the govern-
ment of the {tates feem to have thought that liberty was ev-
cry thing, but though this be the moft material, other per-
te&ions mult be united, otherwife liberty itfelf will be in
danger. When a government poflefles no vigor it cannot
perform the duties of its -inflitution : when it cannot take
fome of its meafures fecretly accountable indeed after-
wards but not ‘at the moment : the differing parts muft be
united : its meafures muft be executed with difpatch, and
its arrangements muft difplay wifdom. Nobody will be
1o bold as to fay that the American government poflefs any
one of thefe advantages. The framers of their conftitu-
tion have been called wife, but this produétion does not
prove it. Let any perfon read Lock’s treatifes on government,
De Loime on the Britith couftitution, Black{tone, Montef-
quicu, with a few other authors who wrote before the minds
of men were agitated with fucceflive revolutions, and com-
pare them with the flimfy produéions which have deluged
the world fince the American revolution, and they will be
forced to confefs, that in this fubjeé&t, we feem to go back.
The ancient authors appear to have ftudied the fubjedt
with more accuracy, and faw the neceffity of uniting liberty
with other eftimable qualities. The friends of true and
rational Jiberty have to contend with anarchifts on the one
hand, and the {laves of defpotifm on the other ; and were
it not for the Britifh government which is a pradtical proof
of the propriety of their reafoning, they muft be over-
whelmed. The writer is not hewever fo blind an admirer
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of the Britilh conftimtion as not to be awate of feveral im-
perte&ious, much lefs does he think it proper to identify
the minifter tor the time being with the government : He
conceives a man may be a firm friend to the conflitution
and hoftile to the minifter’s meafures, but he thinks this
hoftility has limits, and thould never be fo condudted as to
raife murmurs or to transform oppofition into rebellion as it
has fometimes done (during the American war.) Conceiving
the Britifh the beft pra&tical form of governmetit that ever
exifted, thofe who underftand it belt muft love it beft, and
fuch will not hefitate to defend it at the hazard of their
lives. In maintaining its purity, they will oppofe any en-
croachment tending to arbitrary power on the one hand, or
popular authority on the other. Preferving the balance
with fteady care, they will admit no changes on either fide
without the greateft deliberation.

NOTE VIII. p. 32.

A coop hiftory of the American war is yet a defidera-
tum and cannot perhaps be written for fome time to come.
The following dialogue between an American and an Eng-
lithman, throws fome light upon the fubje&t.

A, How happens it that T never hear you praifing the
noble ffand for freedom whieh we made. £. Becaufe I do
not think that you have gained any advantage, and I am
not {atisfied of the juftice of your caufe. 4. Juftice of our
caufe ! can any thing be more clear ? Our property was to
be taken from us without our own confent : V\))e refifted fo
vilc an attempt, and we were viftorious. E. Two wars
were undertaken on your account, and the mother country
called upon you for affiftance : You murmured, refufed,
and left her to pay debts which fhe had contraéted on your
zcconut, 4. But we had no reprefentatives.  E. Was the
demand ever made in an amicable manner? 4. Yes, frequent-
Iy, petitions, remonftrances were often fent,but in vain. £,
How were thefe expretfed 7 inlanguage harth and menacing.
Were a perfon to come to youto 2fk you to do fomething
fer him, in language rude and harfh, holding a Dbludgeon:
behind his back ready to ftrike you on a refufal, would you
grant histrequeft ! My friend, your countrymen firft mur-
murcd againit the fuppreflion of ,the illicit trade which
they carried on with the Spanith colonies and which gov-
ernment found it necetfary to prohibit from good faith
pledged intreatics, parhaps it was done in too barfh a man-
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ner, but this was not furely a {ufficicnt reafon for fepara-
tion. After this you were called upon to pay fomething
to defray the expences of the war : And the refiftance firtk
proceeded from thofe colonies which had been favoured with
the freeft conftitution by the crown. They conceived this
perhaps to be the eafieft mode of getting quit of their ob-
ligation. 4. But is there no time when colonies may lay
afide their leading firings and rife up in their place among
the nations of the earth ' E. Perhaps there is : When-
ever they are {o increafed in numbers and {trength as to be
fufficient by themfelves for all the good ends of a political
union. Thefe are the fentiments of a great wiiter. But
you were not thus adequate till the French were driven out,
and then you fhould have proceeded in a very different man.
ner, No general application for a limited reprefzntation
was ever made by the colonies. And did not Great Brit~
2in gradually repeal her obnoxious laws, and retain at laft
only a fmall pittance to fave her honour and maintain her
authority. Were you fatished with thefe conceflions, did
you receive them with pleafure and proceed in modeft
petitions for the conceding of a right which was certainly
doubtful ! No, you rofe in a flame becaufe you did not re-
ceive, at once, your whole demand. Britaid willing to hu-
mour her froward children, retraced her fteps, and only with-
ed for a cover to give up the reft ; not that the was con-
vinced of the juftice of your canfe, but fhe was averfe to
bring things to extremitics. When two parties difagree
about a doubtful point, mutual forbearance is expeled :
That Britain fhewed this is certain—but which of the colo-
nies fhewed it. You fpeak of being reprefented, the peo-
ple of England are pariiailv reprefented, and had your rep-
refentatives been prefent in parliament, they could not have
prevented the paffage of a fingle act.  The Americans, at
that time, did not exceed thiree millions—the inhabitarts of
Great Britain were about eleven ; but the pronortion of
taxes expected would not have been one ninetecnth of the an-
nual expenditure. It will eafily be {een by a clufe infpec-
tion of dates that while you were prefenting petitions to
the king, you were preparing vigoroully not enly for deten -
five but offenfive war, and taking every method to vilify aud
to oppofe the government from which you rebelled. Pt
what gives me room to think yonr caufle unjuft, not one of
thofe in .both houfes of parlioment who brought forward
meafures of reconciliation, admitted the principles for

H -
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which you contended.  How could they admit that three
fMould ditate toeleven millions. The befl plan would have
been to have had nothing to do with you and left you to
yourfelves :  But this could not be expe&ed : Th= paflions
were rzifed on both fides the atlantic, and reafon was not
heard ; but no other mode would have anfwered. I am, in
fine, of this opinion concerning the American war—That it
was unwile in Great Britain to adopt coercive meafures,
but that the greater degree of injuftice refted with the col-
onics-—That no mede of reconciliation which could have
been offered-would have been effetually permanent ; a fep-
aration muft have enfued, for that fpirit of democracy
which now proftrates cvery thing virtuous and honourable in
the United States had already rendered them incapable of the
moft moderate fubordination.

NOTE IX. p. 32.—~On the Declaration of Indcpendence.

ANy perfon who has converfed with Americans muft
have obferved the veneration in which they hold the declara-
tion of independence. This paper is valued more than
Diana was by the Ephetians, and becaufe Mr. Jefferfon is
fuppofed to have written it, the gratetul States have quietly
fubmitted to his ruinous policy tor eight years : A policy
which has placed them in the moft defpicable and ridiculous
fitvation.  This extraordivary {pecimen of gratitude in a
people fomuch alive to their own interefls, raifed my cu-
riofity to read and examine this declaration with greater
care than T had ever done beford, and not having any par-
ticular refpett for its fuppoled author, I am willing to
hazard a very few 1causks upon its various contents.—
Were T difpofed to e vizrry, the preamble affords me a
very good oppertunity.  The paper begins with much af-
fected folemnity-——¢¢ When in the courfv of human events,
it becomes necetfury {or one puople to diffolve the political
bands wiich uave connc&ed them with another, and to af-
fume amon the powers of the carth the feparate and equal
ftirion to which tie laws of nature and of nature’s Ged
aititle them, a decont relect to the opinions of mankind
reguires that they fheuld declare thic caufes which impet
tiem toa ifeperation,”

VWit dovs this fure writer mean by the laws of nature
and of nature’s (G d ¢ Are there two diftin@ codes ? Are
the laws of »oture avd the laws of the God of Nature dif-

4

forent UL leer nonfenfe or taolugy, or fomething
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worfe. Many have endeavoured to fhew that this expreflion
proved the truth of the accufation frequently preferred
againtt the author that he was an athcift ; butas I con-
ceive it impoflible for any man that thinks, to be an athe-
ift : It is enough to thew the claufe to be nonfenfc, and
furely fuch a fpecimen in the preamble militates very
much againft the high charalter of the paper. The fec-
ond paragraph taken with a few verbal altcratious from
Hutchifon’s moral philofophy afferts the belief of the fub-
fcribers in feveral abftra& truths, and which taken abftralt- "~
ly, nobody is difpofed to deny. Confequently their folemn
intredu&@ion in a declaration of this kind is, to {ay the leait,
exceedingly abfurd—¢ We hold thefe truths to be felt-cvi-
dent ; that all men are created cqual ; that they are endow-
ed by their creator with certain unalicnable rights ; that
among thefe are life, liberty, and the purfuit of happinefs ;
that to fecure thefe rights, governments are inftituted among
men, deriving their juft powers from the confent of the
governed ; that whenever any form of government becomes
deftrudtive of thefc ends, it is the right of the people to
alter or to abolifh it and to inftitute a new government
laying its foundation on fuch principles, and organizing its
powers in fuch form as to them fhall feem molft likely to ef-
fe&t their fafety and happinefs.”

I have not guoted tiis long paflage with a view of con-
tradifting tise ftatement it makes, although it might be
thewn that, admitting thefe things to be true, they are not
felf.evident 5 but trulting that I am as friendly to folid lib-
erty as Mr. Jefferfon, 1 embrace the opportunity which
this paflage, by ftating too little, affcrds me of noticing an
errour which all the writers on government fince Rouflean
have wilfully committed. They fpeak always of rights
but never of duties. Now it is evident that duties precede
rights, indeed the eftablithment of our rights is the reward
of our duty. If man cannot live folitary, he muft join
himfclf to other men ; by this junétion they become ufeful
to one another, that is they perform certain reciprocal du-
ties, and the fruit of thefe duties is greater perfonal fecu-
rity ; greater power over property, more comfort, and
more freedom. Now this life, this liberty, this happinels
is in a manner created by fociety, is rendered valuable by
the performance of certain duties. To fpeak therefore of
liberty and happinefs as rights previous to the eftablish-
ment of fociety is abfurd, and to fpcak of them at all,
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without proving that they flow from the performance of
dutv is exceedinoly incorre&, and leads to the moft terrible
confequences, o this wilful feparation we may attribute
many excefics in the late revolutions. The people were
always told of their rights—never of their duties. They
werz loofed from all reftraint ; they thought they might
fieze every thing and do nothing. No wonder that adoc-
trine of this kind was popular, but its firft propagators who
knew its fophiftry have had no great caufe to rejoice, for
the mob have commonly atfumed the dreadful right /for
what villainous excrtion of power bas not been culled a
right) of putiing them to death, The innovators in pol-
itics imitated the empirics in religion, the latter have
long taught the do&rine of unconditional grace, that their
folicwers fhall be faved without doing any thing. The
innovaters in politics perceiving how popular this was,
immediately offcred liberty in  its utmoft perfection for
r..ting. The people had nothing to do but to enjoy.—
After this claufe wuich muft deceive, for few can deteét
its fophiftry, the Declaration pricceds, <€ That the hifto-
7y of the prefent king of Great Britain is a biffory of re-
peaied Loguiics and ujurpations, all having in direfl ohject
the oficiiilnient of an alfslute tyramny over the flates—7Ta
prove this let fafls be fubmitied to a candid world. Then
tolow what are deemed the fa&ls, but which are, in truth,
orly vague affertions.  The firlt twenty-threc affertions
rclate chicfly to miatters previous to the war, fome of
them inftead of being gricvances may be proved to have
been hizhly beneficial to the ftates. Others refer to the
excition of fuch preregatives of the crown as it always
pedidiod and fHIF poffeffes. And the remainder admit of
fin'hh an elucidation as would entirely prove the falfehood
of the firlt aficiiion in the declaration  that a feparation
was neceflury. To enter into 2 minute examination of
each claufe would be too much for a note, but fuch a
work would be uicful : We thall content ourfelves with
mentioning a few faéts which prove the falfehood of the laft
qUOtlHUl‘:.

\We mentioned, in a former note, the liberalty of Parlia-
ment in voting £ 300,000 as a compenfation to the colonies
foon after His 1lajefty’s acceflion.  Was this oppreflion ?

In thepeace of 1763, the interefts of the colonies were
principally autzndcd to. Was this oppreffion ?

In 1764, fome refolutions were adopted concerning the
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American trade ; a year’s delay was given to allow them
to be canvaffed. Was this like oppreflion ?  The colonial
agents were cven invited to petition to be heard againft the
re(olutions, but they declmcd Opprellion thould be made
of fterner ftuff.

In 1767, fome duties were laid upon glals, tin, paper,
and painter’s colours, imported from Great Britain into
America. This was a mode of taxation admitted by the
colonies and thicir friends ; but conceflion had now made
them haughty, and they denied even this power in the Brit-
ith parliament. Indeed the affembly in New York refolved
10 pay no regard to an a& for providing troops with ncceffa-
ries iff their quarters, but regulated the provifions according
to their own fancy.

Thefe laft duties having created great commotions, mi-
ifters engored to repeal them, and in 1770 they were all re-
pealed except three-pence per lb. on tea, Was this op-
preflion ¢

In 1770, a tumalt h'\ppuncd in Bofton between the town{-
people and the foldiers, in which fome of the foriacr were
killed. The foldiers were inftantly dclivercd up tor trial
and .\qulltled by a jury of town{.-men. Was this opprel-
fion

In 19714, the Boftonians duﬂroyed the tea, and this occa-
fioned the Bofton port bill, a meafure certainly provoked by
the condu&@ of the people of this town for feveral years pre-
vious to this, but which was only intend.d to be temporary.

Li g9+, it was enadted that whea any of the colonies
fhald propoic wrcordiog to their abilides 1o ruife their due
Prope it atevods rhe common defense, fuch proportion 1o
be raifid und or the authority of the affembly of fuch prov-
ince and to b i ofable by parliament, and when fuch col-
o jhseld alfo eposge o provide for the civil government
aud the admios? it of julice within fuch provinee, it
thoula be praper it tnch a propofal (hould be approved of
by his Llujelty in parliament to forbear in refpedt to fuch
colony to levy any diii-s or taxes or to impofe any further
duties or tus cxcept fuch as should be necetlary for the
regulation of trode,

While the colonies were fending the moft fpecious dec-
larations t the Britiii, and petitions to the king and parlia-
ment, praying for a repecal of thofe acts which they confid-
ered gricvous ; they were buly preparing to carry the war
into Canada, aud they did carry it there amidft their pro-

]
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memr——

tofiious of loyaltv.  The republican cant of profefling one
thing and doing another was begun by thefe fages, although
they did not carry it fo far as the rulers of France. The
different kinds of governments eftablifhed in the col-
onies, all of them leaning too much towards democracy,
left the mother country very little controul.  In Maflachu-
fetts fhe had little or none, for the governor only was ap-
pointed by the king, the council and affembly were chofen
by the people. It was the extreme mildnefs of the British
governmeet and the great liberty that was allowed them that
produced the revolution. Many perfons joined the rebel-
lion from the pureft motives, but it may be very eafily
proved that juftice was on the fide of Great Britain: She
madz conceflions before the commencement of hoftilities,
as faft as could be reafonably expeéted.

The remainder of this fumous paper blames the king for
aftions done after the war was begun and is ridiculous be-
caufe they were themfclves after this period, more altive
than he. " In eight claufes he is branded with a number of
crimes all incident to a ftate of war. If the war itfelf was
juft the profecution of it could not be criminal. On the
whole a critical examination of this paper is not much in
its favour and had it been analyzed more minutely the falfe-
hoods and mifreprefentations which it contains would have
appeared ftill more grofs. It anfwered a party purple, in-
flamed the minds of the people, but to pofterity it can have
no charms.

NOTE X. p. 37.
On the Conduét of the American War.

The plan adopted by the miniftry for conduéting the
war was able and judicious. New York was to be the
chief feat of military operations and a communication kept
up between this city and the lakes. By this means the
fouthern and northern provinces would have been effe@ually
feparated and the Britith commander would have had the
power of preferibing the feene of ation and of quitting it
when he chofe.  But lord North committed two capital
mifltakes which produced the unfortunate iffue of the war.
After coercive meafures were determined upon, he did not
fend one fixth of the force neceffary and in the mean time
the colonilts were making every preparation and opprefling
the friends of government, who remained without protec-
tion, in the moft cruel manner. When a refpeltable force
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was at length fent ; it confifted chicfly of Germans, men
who had no intereft in the event and whofe movements
were fo flow that they ruined every thing. But the great-
er blunder of the two was lord North’s appointing generals
to the chicf command in America who were againft him
in politics and who had publicly declared that this war was
unjuft. We muft indeed admire the principle upon which
he adted as candid and generous, the noble lord fuppofed
that although in parliament they frequently voted auainft
him, yet as men of honour they would do their duty at the
head of their armies. In this expetation his lord(hip was
grofsly mittaken, and it is to be lamented that generals Howe
and Burgoyne did not fuffer for their mifconduét. We muit
obferve that lord North’s liberality in this inftance went
before his unfterftanding, for when he faid, it does not fol-
low that thefe men will difgrace themfelves abroad, becaufe
they mov oppofe me at home, he reafoned crroneoufly—
Nor was he juftificd in hoping that at the head of their
troops they would exert thofe talents which they were
known to poflefs and cruth the rebellion.  For if the no-
ble lord had confidcred the matter rightly, he would have
difcovered that he was a&ing againlt the moft dire& moral
evidence. When men are fold to a party the probability is
that they will remain true to that party at all hazards. The
minifter thercfore thould have employed officers even al-
though their talents were inferiour who confidered Americans
in arms the enemies of their country. It is notorious that
general Howe ridiculed the friends of governiment and gave
them no cnzouragement. The provincial regiments which:
joined his army were treated with the greateft difre(ped, in-
fomuch that their uniform became a badge of difgrace.—
The confequence was that many deferted and from being
our friends became our moft bitter fos. Thoufands were
prevented from joining when they beheld the roval genernis
rewarding their loyalty with infult. It was eaffer to bear
the oppreflion of eneniies than contempt and poverty wher.
they expeéted friendfhip and protection. I_t is but juftice
to general Burgoyne to fay that in this particular he a&ted
much more honourably than general Howe, but Lord Doc-
chefter, then general Carleton, was the moft attentive 1o the
American loyalilts and always treated them with the greai.
eft benevolence and refpe&.  After all we cannot help ad-
miring lord North’s liberality in rhis particular, but let ue
ftatefman again reduce it to pradtive.
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NOTE XI. p. 37
On the Profperity of Great Britain.

THe rapid increafe of the trade and commerce of Great
Britain, fince the American revolution, has been truly afton-
ithing, and fully juftifies the conclufion, that before that pe-
ried the attention of government was too much confined to
the colonies. Since 1786, the exports and imports have more
than doubled. The internal improvements have proceeded
with ftill greater ativity—roads, canals, docks, public build-
ings, increafe of towns, &c. It would be eafy to make this
note long. I might mention that there is in value fix or fev-
en hundred millions of infurable property in Great Britain
and Ircland ; that the very houfes are valued at more than
two hundred and feventy millions ; the merchant fhipping
at twenty-four millions, and the revenue exclufive of loansat
fifty eight millions, &c.—but I forbear entering into details.
See an excellent fpeech on this fubjet by the Honourable
John Richardfon in 1808, on committing a bill for c:lablith-
ing a bank in Lower Canada.

NOTE XII. p. 37.
On the Canfes of the French Revolution,

THE dreadful picture drawn by profeffor Robifon in his
book of mafonic confpiracies and by the Abbé Barreul of
the vaflt influence of the philofophiits, has always appeared
to me greatly exaggerated.  "T'he mafs of the people could
neither read nor write, and to fuch Voltaire and his afloci-
ates wrote in vain, Pt though thele people could not read,
they could hear, and the foldiers who had fexved in the
American war did more on their return than all the philo-
fophifts together. Moreover the Americans had been pat-
ronifed by the court : the public attention was turned to-
wards them : their declarations and motives were examined,
read by thofe who could read, and commented upon. It
was popular with the court to defend their canfe and it {oon
pccame  popular with the notion.  The literati never
had the power of commanding an attention fo general
¢s this, although they, no deubt, made ufe of it when it was
pref ited.  But Ll the exaggerated defeription of the hap-
yinefs of Amcica by a wounded foldier, and of the rights
4nd privileges of its fice inhabitants would make a much
more lively impeflion than the moit finithed harangue.—
The American was therefore the chief caufe of the French
revolution,  Other cavfes, no doubt, concurred.  The cor~
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ruption of the court ; the oppofition of the narliam:it
the miferable ftate of the finances ; the corruption ot juflice
and of religion.

“The progrefs of ths French tevolution has been moft ex-
traordinary.  In 17913, the French guiliotined their Lawiil
king, Louis XVI. In 1801, they raifed to the throne Bena-
parte. It is worth the whil: 1) examine the churacters of
thefe two perfons, that we may be able to value the edvan-
tages of the change.  Louis XVI. peifcitcd uncommon be-
nevolence and goodnefs of heart j ample proofs remain of
his love for his people, and his earneft defire to promote their
happinefs ; no man ever thone morein domeilic lite, orex-
celled in the qualitics which adorn a private ftation. His
fentiments and directions which he addreffed to the preceptor
of his fon, refle:& on his head and heart immortal honour.—
Magnify ([aid this amiable monarch) in his eyes the virtucs
which conftitute a good king, and let your leflons be adapted
to his comprehenfion.  Alas, he will become one day but too
ftrongly tempted to imitate fuchof his anccitors as were dif-
tingnifhed only by their warlike exploits ; military glory
dizzies the brain 5 and what fpecies of glory is that which
rolls its eye over ftreams of human bloed, and defolates the
univerfe ¢ Teach him with Fenszlon, that pacific princes a-
lone are held by the people in religious remembrance.  The
firlt duty of a prince is to render his people happy ; if he
knows what it is to be a king, he will always know how to
defend his people and his crown.

Teach him early to know how to pardon injuries, forget
injuftice and reward laudable altions, to relpet morality, to
be good, and to acknowledge the fervices which are rendered
him. The whole-letter is in the fame ftrain, and conftitutes
the highelt pancgyric that can be pronounced on ti.is amiable
king. It muft however be confefled, that asa public char-
alter, he wanted firmnefs and conftancy, which difavled him
from withftanding the flighteft menace. The difficulties
he had to encounter were too much, and he fu:nk in the cons
fliet,  Yet the French will, one day, recal to remembrance
the wrongs they have done him, and they will cuxifr: the l}ar-
barity of the villains who durft imbruc their facrilegicus
hands in the blocd of fo good a prince.  Thhe prefent empe-
rour of France, the favourite and ele& of the people, forms
4 complete contraft to the prince whom they murdered.—
Louis XVI. was put to death for his virmues, and Bonaparte

©oifed to the purple for his crimes. Thiv wnparoc vias frlr
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a lieutenant of attillery, then one of the Ipies of the police §
he was made 2 general for marrying the caft-off miftrefs of
his patron ; poifoned his fick foldiers in Egypt ; murdered
his prifoners ; perjured himfelf in numberlefs inftances ;
fubverted the conftitution he had {worn to maintain ; maffa-
cred Capt. Wright, the Duc Enghein, Touffaint, Pichegru,
Villeneuve, and in fine, what dreadful crimes hath not this
man committed ? He is the betrayer of nations, and the
fcourge of the human race. In one thing he a&s according
to retributive juflice ; he governs the French people with a
rod of iron. ~Under hisIafh of {corpions, they will learn to
value the peaceful monarch whom they have loft, . Asa pub-
lic character, he poffefles abilities ; but they are the abilities
of a demon, always employed in promoting evil.

NOTE XIII. p.37. :

So much has been written concerning the imprefiment of
Britifh feamen from the thips of neutrals, by perfons more
competent to the task, that I fhall content myfelf with mak-
ing a very few general ubfervations upon this important fub-
je&. When this queftion is argued upon the princi-
ples of the laws of nations, the difputants can find no pre-
cedents, and therefore each party draws inferences from, ef-
tablithed rules, which the other is unwilling to admit, Itis
therefore no wonder that by this mode of difcuffion the quef-
tion becomes more perplexed and obfcure. What is com-
monly termed the law of nations is an imperfe& colle&tion
of eftablithed ufages, which contemplatea very few particu-
Jars, and which from their very nature muft be always mul-
tiplying., The moft perfe& code of laws fails to comprehend
every cale, elfe there would be no neceflity for the ena&iment
of new regulations every year. Yet if it thould be thought
neceflary to defend the conduét of the Britith upon this
ground, it might be done with fucrefs. The law of nations
exprefsly condemns fending arms or military flores by way
of merchandize 1o <ither of the ftates at war, as a breach of
; 2nd even common provifions into a place befieged ;
¢l more detrimental is it to one of the belligerent -
i rived of her fubje&ts, and thofe the very

ctend her : What is the ufe of thips of
{ors to man them, and where fhall failers be
nis ol ftate encourages them to defert. The

sely their own men.* They have uniformly
orcigners when demanded, and fhall they be
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deprived of thofe who alone are able to defend ther by a na-
tion who pretends. friendfhip ? But as it cannot be denied
that much vexation and inconvenience are fuffered by Amer-
ica from the right of fearch exercifed by the Britith naval of-
ficers, and that the practice is not fo beneficial to Great Brit-
ain herfelf as might he fuppoled, fome arrangement of an
amicable nature might be agreed on, without difadvantage to
cither party. And the United States ought to be the more
ready to enter into fuch an arrangement, becaufe the quel
tion ilfues in a great degree out of a policy adopted by thern
very different from that ufual among European nations.

Several ftates of Europe, anxious to extend their com-
merce, and to render that commerce as independent as poffi-
ble, have eftablithed navigation als, by which a certain pro-
portion of the crews of all thcir merchant fhips muft be
natives. Forcigners, in confequence of this regulation, have
rather been difcouraged than invited ; and when war happens
between Britain and any of her neighbours, the fmall num-
ber of her failors to be found in the fervice of a neutral na-
tion hardly merits attention. Befides the difference of man.
ners and languages, the fmall wages and coarfe provifions
given by the continental powers of Europe to their feamen,
effectually prevent Britith failors from leaving their own
country.

All thefe checks are removed in refpet to the United
States ; the wages are greater than the Britith merchant cap
well afford, the provifions equally good, and the manners and
language nearly the fame ; and inftead of any preference be-
ing given to natives, the preference will often be given to
the Britifh failor from his greater experience. The general
policy of America feemsto be to detain her own citizens at
home, and to navigate her fhips chiefly by foreigners. This
policy however proceeds not from any {uperiour wifdom in
her government, but from her fituation.  The melancholy
wars which have agitated Europe, have increafed her trade
in a mott aftonifhing degrec ; and although the natural in-
creafe of her population has been prodigious, it was next to
impoflible for her to meet the demands of her increafing
trade by an adequate fupply of native feamen. Now as
great numbers of Britith failors have been employed in the
ships of the United States during the laft and the prefent war,
after they had been publicly recalled tor the defence of their
native country ; it would have furcly been proper for the
American government, when it propofed to Great Britain to




68 .

e

relipanith the right of {earch, to accompany this novel prop-
cfition with fuch zrrangements as would make her no lofer
by its fulpenfion or r<linguishment.  That American mer-
churt veinsl: ckould be an afylum for Dritish failors at all
tirnes, evin o ben their cwn corntry is in the utmoft danger
and no mezns of redrefe oficred, is a demand in ifelf fo ex-
cevrindly unjuft, and casries in its 2;’?pearance fo much of
hoflility and perverfenefs, 25 cannot tail to ﬂrikg moft for.c;-
bly cvery ) erfon of difcernment.  The language of America
to Greatr Brivin ought tc have been. very conciliating upon
this fubject, The cifficulty of always diftinguishing indi-
viduals should have been frankly acknewledged, and the
meft (olemn affurances fhould have been given that every
Britifh feaman would be promptly given up on apglication to
the neceflary avthority, and that laws for this purpofe thould
be exprefsly enadted.  An arrangement on this fubje is at-
tended, I am {enfible, with great difficulty ; but had it been
undertaken in the {pirit of amity, it mighthave been adjufted
ir a manner agreeable to both nations.  And furely America
ought to have been very delicate in requiring a favourable
decifion of 2 queftion thatcan hardly arife between any two
nations except the Britilh and their children. Yet fo little
has this contefted point been difcufled in the {pirit of Iiberal-
ity, that the American government demands it as a right
that Britifh failors-fhall not be taken from their private
fhips, and they affert that it is their due from the eftablished
laws of nations. To found a cluim upon laws in which it
was never contemplated, and which are completely againft
it in as far as they can be applied, is not very judicious and
convincing, and therefore on this ground Great Britain very
properly refufes itsadmiffion. .

After all, 1 do not think this queftion a {ufficient caufe of
hoftility ; it is not yet too late to enter into an amicable ar-
rangement ; and as it can only be a matter of difpute in
tinie cf war, this should render the negociators the more dif-
pofed to come to a fettlement. I am aware that partial in-
ter: ils enter too much into modern politics, and that in mak-
ing treatics exclufive commercial advantages are more fought
after than the folid benefits which refult from a more liberal
policy. Butif tiere ever was a time for two nations inti-
mately conneted with each other, to lay afide their jealouf.
ies, it is now, when a tyrant has appeared with immenfe
power, who is eflentially the enemy of both. Thofe wha
are acquainted with the proftitution of American prote@ions,—
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and how cheaply they may be obtained, will fce witi: me the-
neceflity of new regulations in this particular, as the begin.
ning of an amicable arrangement, for it has long been noto-
rious that thefc prote&ions are procured in the molt nefari-
ous manner. Not that the general government of the Uni-
ted States can always be blamed for the improper condu@ of
its officers ; but certainly it behoves that government to rem-
edy the evil by a ftriter enquiryinto the pretenfions of thole
who demand protettion, and never to grant them without
the cleareft proof that the claimants are native Amcricans,—
1f1his were done as a previous flep to all artangements on
the {ubjet of fearch, it would evince a defirc on the fide of
the American government to meet tiic British half way, and
that they had no wish to detain our feamen, but only to ef-
cape the vexation of a fearchi.  After taking this prehiminary
ftep, they might adopt otler regulations, which by (ecuring
her mariners to Great Britain, might induce her to concede
the pointindifpute. Thais might be done,

ift. By a navigation a& ;

2. By fubjc&ting thofe who employ British fcamen to a
heavy penalty, when Great Britain is at war

3. By readily giving up fuch fcamen as shall Rl be
difcovered, on proper evidence being given that they are
British fubjedts.

It a genceral navigation a& should be thought difudvanta-
geous to fuch a new country as the United States, as might
be eafily proved, the other modes ftrictly executed would be
fufficient ; and what prevents thele and fimilar or better reg-
ulations from being adopted, but want of cordiality in the
adminiftration of the United States ¥ Thofc who have read
Mr. Munroe’s able defence of himfelf for figning the treaty
with Great Britain, will find that an informal arrangement
refpeding the imprellinent of feamen, was at the {ame time
concluded, althongh there was no article refpe&ling it in the
teeaty itfeif ; how the American government yejeéted that ar-
rangement is not eafy to explain—certainly the British min-
iftry made a very liberal conceflion. T am afraid thatawant
of fincerity will be difcovered on the part of the American
government in regud to that treaty, of which neitiier theirown
ambaffadours nor the British miniftry were awarc. They
feem to havc had no d:fire to fetile any thing finally, but to
Femain on tie wuich, ready to extort concelfions irom Great
Britain at every favourable moment ; tazt is, when she ap-
peared unfuccefstul, er hard preffed in the couteit in which
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she is engaged. This is a short-fighted policy, and is fure
to engender hatred inftead of friendship. No trcaty can be
folid unlefs both parties are equally pleafed with the dipu-
lations. \When one takes advantage of another to extort
conditions, thefe conditions will be violated as fuon as oppor-
tunity ferves. The page of hiftory exhibits no caufe of war
{o abfurd, as that which is likely to produce a rupture be-
tween American and Great Britain. ‘

Nations tommonly quarrel on account of injurics done
to their own {ubjets, and not for the protetion of deferters,
or to fay the beft, defpicable wretches, who have the mean-
nefs to leave their country in a crifis of extraordinary peril.
Let the American people only confider the matter fcrioufly ;
fuprofe they have ten thoufand British feamen in their em-
ploy, the detention of whem produces a war—is it not evi-
dent that in a few months a greater number than this of their
own citizens may fall in the conteft ? Setting afide then
the havoc that will be made of their towns, the vaft expenfes
that they wifl incur, the lofs of lives will be infinitely more
diftrefling, than all the advantage they can poffibly derive
from detaining the mariners of their enemy. Add to this,
that British feamen would be dangerous to them in cafe of
war. Few mcn can fo far diveft themfelves of their amor
patrie as not to have fome leaning towards the place of their
birth, where their fricnds and thofe they love ftill remain ;
they might thc:efore do their prote@or+ ferious injury at
the moft critical moment. How much better to give up
thefe feamen—will it be faid by the Americans, we care lit-
tle for the men, but we muft refift the fearch : it may be
anfwered, that the {earch would be very rare, were it cer-
tain that no British feamen could be found. Much may be
lolt and nothing gained by detaining thefe feamen ; and the
more the fubjcét is confidered, the more shall we be convin<
ccd of the propriety of a liberal and fpeedy arrangement. —
"The abfence of foreigners would make no fenfible diminution
in the extent of Arcerican commerce, and the fource of con-
tention between Great Britain and the United States would
be lail aftecp.

NOTE XIV. p. 36.

I Have been frequently annoyed by an obfervation,
which feems to gain ground with perfons of fenfe and difs
ccrnment, but which | conceive to be torally without found-
ation, that till Great Britain full, America is fecure. In
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this affertion it is taken for granted, that the independencc
of the United States will furvive that of Great Britain.
Now I am of a very different opinion, for I think it may be
eafily proved, that the liberty of our mother country is plac-
ed on a much firmer bafis than that of the American States,
and that a centinuation of the fame ruincus policy adopted
by Mr. Jefferfon, will in four years more deftroy their con-
ftitution. I begin with afferting that Great Britain is in no
danger from the prefent war ; the time of invading her
with any profpect of fuccefs is paft. Every perfon knaws,
that the inhabitants of the British empire are foldicrs to
a man ; that the regular army is numerous and well difci-
plined, and what is an hoft in itfelf, the nation is convinced
of the neceffity of the war. Had the French effelted a land-
ing before the volunteer {yftem attained its perfection, they
might have done much mifchief ; but even then they muft
have failed in their obje&t—Buonaparte would not find it
fuch an eafy matter to bribe men of influence in England,
as he has done on the continent of Europe. The Britist no-
bility, certainly the moft deferving in the world, have not
yet learned to barter their honour for gold ; nor does the army
and navy contain a fingle officer capable of deferting the
caufe which he has fworn to defend. In comparing Grea:
Britain with France, people are apt to be ftruck with the
great conquefls of the latter, and her numerous armies ; they
look at her trampling upon the liberties of all Europe, and
they tremble for England without a friend ; butthey should
remember that if France be ftrong on land, Great Britain
isequally fo at fea ; and that her navy is more likely t.
maintain its fuperiority than the armies of her enemy. The
more that Buonaparte extends his dominions, the wzake; lic
becomes, unlefs we are to fuppofe that the nations he du-
prives of their independence, and ruins by his exactions, b. .
come more attached to his perfon and government. Ir i
contrary to rational logic to infer, that becaufe the French
have overrun the neighbouring nations, they will be abl. 14
keep them long in fubjection. Their fuccefs has been owing
hitherto more to their policy than their power, to the inter-
efted views and irrefolute conduct of the govermments eves
which they bave triumphed ; but more efpecially o 1hag
fcene of corrupticn and treachery, never equalled in anv for-
mer age, which made their conquells in Germany, Prutlia
and Jtaly very eafy. "Thei™ things will change 5 repeaied
oppreflions wiil ronf men of Ll and vimme tovindiae
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the caule of their country.  How much thefe may effeét ap-
pears from the example of the inhabitants of Spain. How
infignificant the French would be, had the people afew men
of condu@ and abilities to dire& their juft indignation.-
Such men will appear ; the prefent torpour that pervades the
conquered nations will not always continue, The French
emplre therefore, in appearance ftrong, is in reality weak ;
the prefent ruler may, by his fingular talents, hold the dif-
cordunt partsa little Jonger together ; he may be able to
preferve it during his life, becaufe he has no regard to any
right human or divine, when they feem to ftand in the way
ot his views ; but at his death the whole fabric will crumble.
On the other hand, Great Britain depends not on the life of
any individual ; her power is deep rooted, and has been
growing for feveral centuries, With a conftitution well de-
fined, and fubje&ts willing to obey, fhe governs entirely by
the laws, unacquainted with the violence pradtifed by her
adverfary.  She calls upon her people to arm, not to gratify
her ambition, or a foolish paflion for empty glory, but to pro-
teét the deareft rights that men can enjoy ; to fecure their
frcedom and independence. We are indeed told by many
well meaning perfons, that she muft fall becaufe her power
depends upon commerce ; and to confirm this pofition they
cite all the commercial nations of antiquity. It would lead
me too> far from my prefent purpofe to enter minutely into
the queftion, whether a nation be more independent that
refts u pon commerce or upon agriculture, though the refult
of fuch a difcuflion, when caretully made, would end much
morc iy favour of commerce than is apprehended ; but in
fpeaking of Great Britain, it is not neceflary to examine this
queftiom, becaufe she i3 not a commercial nation in the fame
fenfe with the ftaics of Holland in modern time, or Tyre
and Carthage in ancient.  Her commerce refts upon an ag-..
ricultural bafis ; she unites the advantages of both ; her
lands are the belt cultivated in Europe, and fhe carries on the
molt extenlive trade,  In her hands commerce and agricul-
wre mantually afliit one :mother 5 they contribute all their
advantagzes and few ot their evils. I the enemy therefore
Lould fucceed in curtailing her commerce, the is not van-
quisard, and he weakens himiclf in the attempt much more
than he does her.  Tmizht proceed to mention {everal other
advantages which Great Britain potlefles over her adverfary,
and the many difficnlties which 2 new and oppreflive govern-
ment like that of France has to encounter 5 but T procecd
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*o shew that America is in much greater danger than Great
‘Britain.

It was neceflary to prove that Great Britain ftood at lealt
‘on as firm ground as France previous to our illuftration of
the danger of America.

The danger of America, though uniform in its nature,
will be more immediately conneéted with the flate of tuings
in Europe. '

1ft. It may arife from the continuance of the rr.{int war.

2. From z peace takingplace among the belligeront powers.

. From a new fyftem of things arifing on the coatinent,
of wuich there is a great probability.

4. From the numiliation of England, which God avert.

It ought to be premifed, that I arguc upon the prefump-
tion that the fume [yftem will be continued in America
which has dire&ed her gevernment for thefe cigit years paft.
T thall not fpeak at prefent of the weaknefs of the general
government, the jarring interefts of the diffcrent ftates, nor
the two faltions in which the inhabitants appzar to be divi-
ded. But I do not omit them as unimportant, on the con-
trary they will increafe the danger of the country and accel-
erate its iffue. The pofition of America in refpe&t to the
powers at war is at prefent moft perplexing —they are nei-
ther the friends of France nor of England and juftly fufpect-
ed by both. As the French have domineered over the con-
tinent of Europe, and deprived the Britith of many commer-
cial advantages, the latter will look around for new friends
in more happy climates, to replacc t* ofe they have loft. Tt
would have been natural for them to have looked to the U-
nited States, inhabited by their children, but there they have
been repulfed ; they find among them the fame oppolition
that they have met with in E ‘rope, with lefs fairnefs ; in-
deed they are deprived of ticir feamen, the very finews of
war, by forged protcétions and bafe collufions, and their
ftaple articles of trade refufed admittance with more feverity
than they are from the ports ot open enemies. It is not
therefore in the States that they muft open new fources of
trade. They find nothing but enmity, where they might
have expeéted triendthip. — The confequence of this is evi-
dent, Great Britain will find it her intereft to nourifh rivais
in trade to the States ; for this purpofe the will cherifh the
government ot the Brazils by every method she can devife.
She will affift the States of Spanish America to throw off
their allegiauce io their mother country, fhoulil it he cor~

K
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quered. Thefe immenfe countries will leave her little tg
regret for the lofs of the trade to the United State-, and all
this may be accomplithed in a very short time, even before
the repeal of the interdicting laws, if they be continued till
the caufes which are {:id to have given rife to them are done
away. Great Britain will alfo, in all probability, acknow-
ledge the independence of S$t. Domingo, and fupply herfelf
with the cotton from that island and tae Brazils, which she
was wont to taks from the fouthern States. Moreover the
policy of America does more to ruin hcr trade than France
and England together : it will be found that the repeal of
her reltri&ive Yaws will not renew her trade to the fume ex-
tent. The British Planters difvovering, by fad experiencé,
the ruinous confequence of depending upon” Americs for pros
vifions, will in future fet apart more grourd to raifc them,
and the American merchant will in vain offer his flpur and
pork for fale, after the inhabitants of the islands have learn-
ed to do without them, or to be fatisficd with what they can
procure from the British provinces, Brazil, and the Span=
ish main.

The confequence of thefe checks upon trade will exafpe-
rate the people of the United Stutes againft their rules, for
teducing tem by taeir erroneous meafures into fuch a di-
lemma, when the remedy is not to be procured. The coun-
try willbe filled with difcontent ; difcontent breeds faction,and
the resim will dwindle into feperate governments, which
will be the more bitter enemies that they were once friends:

I1. Should a peace take place among the belligerént powe
ers, the dunger of America will increafe. It is evident tha\t\\
during the {irnggles that have agitated the old continent,
this infant nation has paid no regard to any thing but its own
Intereft j its policy has ever been to derive advantage from
the yuarrels of Europe, without much regard to jultice or
Fonour. That fuch has been the cafe even in regard to
Francz, appears from the St. Domingo trade, fo long per-
fiftzd ia ziter the rebeilion of that Ifland againft the mother
country. But aithough individuals may have given caufe
of errence to France, we muft confefs that the administra=
tion hos been f{uffieicntly compliant,  ‘The Mandates of
Boaaparr. have been obeyed implicitly by the prefent rulers
of Arawcica ; they have ind:ed tound it neceffary to- qualify
and foften their mode of expreffion, but the Spirit has ftifl
been retsined. 1t always happens, however, that when a na-
tjon lofes fight of its independence and ceases to a& on equal



terms, when it appears afraid to infift upon its juft rights,
and chufes rather to give up thofe that appear trifling than
to contend, it is foon made to yield allits rights, or fight af-
ter its fpirit is debaled. This happened with America—the
more she yi.lds, the more is demanded.  Does she concede
one point to France, another kept in referve is immediately
broug':t iorwurd.,  The conquerour of Europe will quarrel
with America, becaufe she will not go all the length that he
wishes her, Sie has trampled upon her own constitution,
in order to pleafe him 3 but becaufe she has not declared
war againft Great Britain, 2 meafure which her ruler
durft not hazard, this defpot is offended and infults, her en-
voy. To be kicked and buffeted about even to give him
money for lands of an indcfinite or purpofely of an ambigu-
ous extent, or to give him money without even a shadow of
an equivalent, were rifks which the prefent administration
were prepared to go, and which they hase affumed—but this
is not enough. Buonaparte demands them to declare war
againft England ; they hefitate, he confiscates their goods ;
the non importation law, the Embargo itfeif is not enough,
they muft declure openly ; they muft obey his fiat without a
murmur or qualification, and as they have not dune this,
deftru@tion awaits them. That France would willingly
contribute to the downfall of Amecrica, cannot admit of
any doubt ; it would be even good policy in her to eheck this
growing republic, to prevent a navy from being formed, or
a more vigorous general government : it would be good po-
licy in her to affift in difmembering ftates which, united,
might check her conquefts and give valuable aid to her ene-
mies. But as each of the particulars from which the dan-
ger of America arifes, would fupply materials for a long
notz, I muit be short.

What motives can Great Britain have for treating A-
merica with more lenity than France ? to the latter she has
been compliant without acquiring her friendship, to the for-
mer she has been a fnake in the grafs ; ever complaining,
never fatisfied. Inftead of adopting a fincere fpirit of
conciliztion, she has been at all times taking advantage
of hcr diftreffes, to make new demands ; she has rerufed
redrefs for an infult, though offered on the faireft grounds;
she has shut her ports to British manufa&ures ; she has
endavoured to ftarve her remaining colonics, and she has
in demanding an alteration of the maritime law, virtval-
ly joined herfelf with the engmies of the British empire..
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She has even gone the length of rejefing 2 treaty, ad-
vantageous to herfelf, that she might be ready to catch at
every advantage, and to come in for a saare of the fpoil
on her f{ubjugation. Great Britain, after fuch a long
train of hoftile meafures, cannot have any ftrong motives
to guarantee her independence. She can have no reafons
{ufficiently cogent as to rifk a renewal of the war with
France, should thé defpot wish to chaftife America ; on tne
contrary it will be as much the intereft of Britain as of
France, to difmember the government ; becaufe this will
render it impoffible, in any future war, for a general
embargo or non importation law to be enaéted, More-
over Great Britain will have other refources and her
Weft India iflands will no longer depend upon_ fupplies
from the United Siates. A peace between France and
England, after America had put an end to all friendly relations
with the latter, would therefore be the prelude of herdeftruc-
ticn.  She would have nothing to depend upon but the
moderation and juftice of Buonaparte, virtues of which »ig
congnefts of Switzerland and Spain are terrible examples.
11I. From a new {yftem of things arifing on the continent.
Any change on the continent of Europe muft now be for the
zdvantage of Great Britain, and that fome very important
chari~es muft foon happen, is I think demouitrable. 1In that
¢afc Great Britain will finish her European conteft with hon-
our, or it will require lefs vigilance. She will therefore
hive more leifure to attend to her relations with America,
ard tifcovering that she has been infulted, she may think it
requiite 10 revenge her injuries; nor will she be prevented
by any Furopean ftate—Sgpain is irritated againft the United
States, France is jealous of their growing power. And let
no one fuppofe that becai fv Great Britain was unfuccefsful
in the revolutionary war, trat she mult ftill be fo. Her
plans would be very different, fhe would ncver feek for con-
queft ; she wou'd rvin American commerce, and prevent
even a fishing-boat from plying along the coaft. In fine, it
would appear that America had made herfelf many enemies
but no triends, many who defire to fee her humbled, and

who look upan her profperity with an evil eye.

NOTE XV. p.36.
On the American Government.
TaE people are always in a ferment about eleétions ; they
bave reprefentatives, but the period for which they are ele@-
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ed is fo short, that you may reckon many of the ftates, and
the whole combined, one short removal trom a pure democ-
racy. Now any perfon, who has examined this form of gov-
ernment, will find that the tyranny excr_ifed by the people,
debafe and corrupt as much as the fword of the defpot.  In
a short time morals, religion and juftice are gone, and neither
the {pirit, nor even the defire of liberty is found. Can any
thing elfe be expelted, when the government is direGted by
the paflions of the people, and the vices and ambition of
their démagogues.  And thefe men, by keeping up empty
forms and empty names, will rivet their chains upon
the people, before they are'aware,  Shall T be told that cor-
ruption'may be reftrained by wile, upright and religious
magiftrates, to be chofun by the people : very fine---thefe
qualifications are inimical to their promotion ; the people do
not like moral principles, rcligious profeflions, &c. The
mob, or as Spencer fays, the blatant beaft, will gather round
a leader’ who will flatter its appetites, and not one who de

* {ires tokeep it within bounds.

Him in a narrow place he overtooke,
And ficree affailing forft him turne againe ¢
Sterniy he turn’d again, when he him ftrooke
With his tharpe fteele, and-ran at him amaine
With open mouth, that {feemed to containe
A full good pecke within the vtmoft brim,
All fet with yron teeth in ravnges tviing,
T hat teriei:le his toes, and armed i
Appeaiing like the mouth of Urcus griefly grim,
And therein were a thoufand tongues empight
Of fundry kindes and fundry quality ;
Some were of dogs, that barked day and night,
And fome of cats. that wrawling Tl did oy,
And fome of beares, that groyn'd ontinually,
And fome of 1vaice, that did {eeme to gren,
Acd fnar at all thas cver pailed by ;
But moft of them woic tungues of mortal men,
Which fpake 1eproachhuliy, not caring where nor wher.
< were mingled here and there
vents with thy e -t ked ttings,
That {pat out puyivr and gore, Llondy goig,
At all that came wit His ravenings,
And ipake Hecntens words and hateful things
Of cona and bad alik low and lie ;
Ne icefars fpared I 4 whir nor kings
But cither blotted £aem with infamer,
Or bit them with his banciuvll teeth of iniury.

Spen, Fuiry Qe Eook by canto 13
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This beaft will obey his keeper who pleafes him with
fops and ftrokes his back and fight, rob, murder, burn and
fteal in his caufe.. That there are many gooJ laws and reg-
uvlations in the' United States will not be deniz=d, but of what
ule are laws if not ptojwerly adminiftered? T'o the mgn who
rule the ftates at prefent, the following paifage from Mr.
Fox’s hiftory may be very properly applied.
¢ The reign of Charles the Second forms one of the moft
ﬁngular, as well as of the moft important periods of hifto-
ry. [Itis the era of good laws and bad government. The
abolition of the court of waids, the repeal of the writ de
heretico comburendo, the triennial parliament bill, the ¢f-
<« tablishment of the rights of the houfe of cammons in re-
<t gard to impeachment, the expiration of the licenfe ad,
and above all, the glorious ftatute of habeas corpus, rave
therefore induced a modern writer of great eminence to fix
¢¢ the year 1679 as the period at which our conftitution had
¢ arrived at its greateft thcoretical perfeGion, but he ownsg
¢ in a short note on the pailage alluded to, that the times im-
¢ mediately following, were times of great pra&tical appref-
¢ fion. What a field for meditation does this short obferva-
¢¢ tion from fucha man, furnish! What refle&ions does it
not fuggeft to a thinking mind, upon the inefficacy of hu-
< man laws and the imperfection of human conftitutions !
¢« We are called from the contemplation of the progrefs of
our conftitution, and our attentjon is fixed with the moft
minute accuracy to a particular point, when it is faid to
have rifen to its utmoft perfcction. Here we are then at
the beft moment of the beft conflitution that human wif-
¢t dom cver framed,  What follows? A time of opprcflion
¢ and mifery, not arifing from external caufes, fuch as war,
peftilence or famnine, nor even from any fuch alteration of
¢¢ the laws as might be fuppofed to impair this boafted per-
<« fetion, but trom a corrupt and wicked adminiftration,
which all the fo much admired checks of our conftitution
¢ were not able to prevent.  How vain then, hew idle, how
¢¢ prefumptuous is the oplnion that laws can do every thing!
and how weak and pernicious the maxim founded upon it,
< that meafures, not men, are to be attended to,”
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NOTE XVI. p. 36.
On Bzring’s pamphlet and reutral rights,
Tros: who have written againft the navigation laws, and
arzaed for their relaxation, proceed upon the principle of
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€old calculation, and give nothing to national honour or de«
fence. If trade be every thing, and national honour noth-
Ing, then thelr arguments may be admitted, But thefe re-
laxations are always fure of protralting the war, and are the
continual caule of embartaifments. The pamphlet publish-
ed by M. Baring has obtained a degree of celebrity which
I have no power to diminisiiy but the impreflion that the
perufal of it left upon mv mind, was the fame as that which
we feel in reading that the Dutch fupglied Louis XIV. with
military and naval flores, becaufe tae prices he paid yielded
enormous profits, although they were employed in conquer-
ing and enflaving ticir country,  In regard to the orders in
council, I had doubts as to their expodiency, but thefe doubts
are shewn to have been ill tonnded by the recent accounts
from the enemy ; indced men of all political parties now
admit, that they have effe@:d the end propofed. In con-
demning the orders in council, Mr. Baring takesa much wi-
der field, and dejrecates, with great feverity, our policy to-
wards the flates, which he fuys has originated in partial
views, isgrofslv unjuft, and righly detrimental to curlelves,

In proving thefe different politions, he begins with endeav-
during to weaken the flatemeunts of the patriotic authour of
War in Difguife, and brings forward feveral reafons and
fa&ls toprove that the commerce of America with the colonies
of the enemyisconducted bona fide. That a writer pretending
to difcufs a fubje& which few have an opportunity of under-
ftanding, or of calling in queftion the falts which he brings
forward, should fometimes exaggerate and draw ftronger in-
ferences from his rea{ons than they feem to admit, ruay fre-
quently be expe&ed in political difputes, more efpecially
when the authour is interefted in the difcuffion. But that
“any perfon should make fuch abroad affertion, as that the com-
merceof America with tiie colonics of the ehemy is condu&-
ed bona fide, requires a degree of boldnefs which few poflcis,

The Americans exclaim, and Mr. Baring very genercully
exclaims with them, What right have you to interrupt our
trade with the colonies of your enemies. We are at peace
with Spain, France and Holland, and furely we have the
fame right to trads with tueir colonics as with themfelves,
and to convey the produce of thefe colonies to any market
that we pleafe. Isit neceflary for us, becanfe thefe nations
are cnemies to the British, that we should alfo break up cu-
friendship with them ¢ Have they not as much power to reg-
ulate otr communication with their colonics as with any of
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zheir own ports ? And if we obferve the ftipulations agreed
upon, it becomes a lawful trade, and is the greateit injuftice
and tyranny in the Britith to ftop it.

The friend of Great Britain does not find much difficulty
#n overturning thi- reafoning. You have a right to trade as
neutrals, he would fay, with our enemy toas great an extent
as before the war, and to that extent we never difturb you.
But your trade with the colonies of the enemy is not of that
defcription.  Itis not a mark of his friendfhip, but of our
power. Were it not forour navy, you never would have
obtained it, and the enemy makes ufe of you to efcape from
us. By your interference, the procecds of the colonies be-
come an effe@ive branch of his forces. This we cannat
fuffer. His admitting you to trade with his colonies in time
of war to a much greater extent than in time of peace, is le-
gal between you and him, but between us and you it is a grofs
fraud, and out of tuis fraud no right can poffibly flow. It
is notorious that our encmies never open their colonies till
they can no longer protet them, or keep a regular commu-
nication with them ; to trade, thercfore, fo as to fupply the
enemy, is a fraud, becaufe it weakens and deftroys our belli-
gerent rights. T allow all that ever was allowed till the
enemy had nothing left to allow or refufe. You may fup-
Ply your heme confumptlon by your dire& trade with thofe
colonies ; you may trade with fuch as were open to you be-
fore the war : T reftri@, I abridge no legitimate right of
American commerce.

This reafoning I hold to be unanfwerable in point of juf-
tice.  All the means which Great Britain has te attack and
fubdue her antagonilt, and finally to prefcribe peace fate and
honourable, are all naval means.  She has thercefore a right,
the facred right of felf-prefervation, to ufe them in time of
war as far as may be neceflary : for furcly fhe has a better
right to exift than neutrals have to trade. The fairnefs of
the rule of 1756 is allowed by Mr. Baring in the following
paffage :

<« If we had maintained and defznded this do&rine boldly
““ and fairly againft ail nations, good arguments in favour of
¢ it could not at lcaft be wanting ; but when wg have uni-
“ tormly relaxed it, and indecd forborne to claim it, can it
¢ be coniftent either with magnanimity or good policy, 1o
¢ bring it forward now, merely becaule the only remaining
¢“ neutral has a defenceicls commerce ? If fuch cowardly in-
*¢ juftice is to be one of our refources in thefe trying times,




¢ when elevation of fentiment and of national chataller is
¢¢ more than ever wanted, the means and ftrength of this
¢« powerful empire ate indecd ftrangeiy mifunderftood.”
‘The candid admiflion in the beginning of this paffuge is a
kind of fwectning to the feverity of the conclufion.  Here
Mr. Baring admits that good arguments in favour of the rule
of 1756 could not be wanting, but he foon after condemns
this rule with the name of cowardly injuflice. As foon as
we attempt its application what inconfiftency ! But if the
rule was cver juft in principle, no condut of ours could alter
this juftice, and although the uncommon preflure of particu-
lar feafons might force us to acquicfce in the injuftice of oth-
er nations, it is furely not inconfiftent with virtue to vepel
this injuftice as foon asit is in our power. The reafon
which this writer alleges for our bringing it forward merely
becaufe the only remaining neutral has a defencelefs com-
merce, might well excufe fome indignation in reply; but
from this we fhall abftain, The partial relaxations of this rule
were never willingly admitted ; and the fituation of the world
is now very different from what it was in any former war,
Before the war which ended in 1763, Great Britain was not
poflefled of the indifputable fovercignty of the feas, while
there was a fort of equilibrium, fhe had it not in her power
to enforce the principles of maritime law, however juit. So
long as France was able to take Britith colonics, or to ob-
ftruét Britifh trade, or prote&t and convoy her own, the was
not obliged to {ell the produce of her colonies to neutrals to
fo great an extent as fhe bas been under the neceflity of do-
ingever fince 1795. To France the afliftance of ncutrals is
neceflary, for without thefe fhe could draw no aid from her
colonies ; befides, the prefent {ituation of affuirs arif:s in a
great meafure out of the independence of America, for the
rule here complained of was enforced againft the Dutch and
other neutral nations before that event.  While the United
States were the colonies of Great Britain, and during their
revolution, France had fleets to prote& her own colonies,
and the had merchant fhips to tranfport their rich produdls
to Evrope ; but {ince the independence of America circum-
ftances have changed. France has not even a floop or fchoon-
er employed in her colonial commerce ; fhe is reduced to 2b-
{folute nullity by the Britith navy, as to all the rchurc.‘?s
which fhe once drew from her colonies. And is this tri-
umph of the Britith navy to be marred by the interference
of neutrals ¢ Will any perfon fav that this fervice Is not an
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imnortant one, that the Britith navy, by diftreffing, humbling
andenfeebling her enemy does notiing ; that by putting a ftop
1o all intercourfe between the enemy and his colonies, which
may prove perhaps ultimatcly decifive of the war, by its in-
fiuence on the comparative force of she two nations, is of no
avail ; that it hurts Great Britain herfclf, and that the ought
to allow their communication to be rcftored.  'When the
matter is ftated in this way, its abfurdity fully appears ; ev-
ry pound reccived by France from her colonies, would be
employed againlt Great Britain.  Nor are we to forget that
the Britith colonics thrive eflentially by the exclufion of their
rivals from the European markets, and the Britith commerce
is even augmented by the circuitous and expenfive fupplies
which France ultimatcly receives. Having thus feen the
advantage refulting to Great Britain from the pradtife of this
principle, let us reverfe the matter, and fuppofe with Mr.
Baring, that fhe ought to extinguith the rule.  What fol-
lows ?" Firft, let us afk of what ufe or efficacy is her navy in
the profecution of the war, tu far as the colonies of her ene-
mies are concerned ! Amcerica now independent, full of en-
terprifc and capital, with more t>2n a million tons of fhip-
ping, can buy in the ifland , ftore in the United States, and;
tranfport to neutral ports in Evrope, convenient for the fup-
ply of France herf:lt, every hogfhead of fugar and every bag
of coffee that can be furnithed by the plantations, on fuch
terms that the French colonies fhall not feel the war. They
shall not be annoyed by the British naval arms, but shall even
flourish the more by their fuperiority, depeading folely on.
neutrals 5 thev shall lofe nothing - captures, becaufe hav-
ing fold thoir produce, they rifk nothing; while British pro-
duce is liable to capture, and if not captured to high wa
premiuvms,  The French colonift would ultimately, if not
immediately, command a price for his crops the more ad-
vantageous bv realon of the cheap and fafe navigation of the
American veills ; he would profper in full peace, while
the British colanift woeuld feel the effe@s of war on his prof-
its.  His only market wonld be England, becaufe he would
be underfold cu the continent,  The feamen withdrawn from
the French colonial commerce would be, as in fa& they are,
on board their men of war or in their armies 5 and the re-
fources of the colonics would be fteadily and without dimuni~,
tion by capture, drawn by France into her own territory,
arnd be employed to equip flotillas to carry armics of invaficn
againit England,
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Thefe confequences do not alarm Mr. Baring.  He calcu-
Iates the profit wiich might accrue to Great Britain by ad-
mitting this circuitous trade to proceed without interruption.
H. tells us that the Amcricans come to us to purciafe arti-
cles to be exchunged for produce with the colonics of the en-
emy, that their own profits are in a graat meafiire laid out
with us, and thus life and {pirit are given 10 our manufac-
tures, But if the fume trade adds millions to the rcfources
of the enemy, and enables him to continue the conteft, when
shall war be ended. Or if he is enabled to continue the war
one or two years longer, furcly the lofs of treafure and blood
for that short time, more than counterbalances the profit,
though it were much greater thun this writer ftates it to be,

Mr. Baring uniformly proves himfelf to be the diligent
defender of America ; he tells us that she never took any
part in the extravagant pretenfions of the northern powers,
at whole courts she had even no accredited minilters, and
that her compiaints of the {jftem of vexation und oprr:tfion
pra&ifcd towards her commerce fince 1805, are but too well
founded. Is heignorant of the famous rcfolutions propofed
1o congrefs in 1794, by Mr. Mudifon, amounting, in effed,
to a dilcoatinuance of commerce between Great Britain and
tre flates, in which he was affifted by Mr. J-ferfon ; and
has he never feen Mr. Madifon’s pamphlet on the maritiine
rigrts ot Greatr Britain, in which he maintains all the pre-
tenfions of the northern powers, or, in fadt, that she has no
right ;5 that the ocean is free toall ; that neutrals may trad:
as toey ploaf, and in fine, that free bottoms make free goods.
What paiad would there be toa war between France and
Eoyland, wvre commerce plucad upon thefe principles ? Is
iv not manitelt that all the difudvantages would belong to
I:ir.in, and all the benefits to her encmy i How is she to
ruintin her indpendence without her navy ? and how can
she ufe this navy againit the enemy, if she admit any free
communication between tim and bis colonices, by means of
neutrals # Is Mr. Baring igrorant that the ruling party in
America have long endcavoured to interrupt the commerce
that fubfifts between them and Great Britain 2 That the
prefident is pledged by his own publications, not to make
peace with England until conceflions are admitted that “{l”.
deftroy her naval power ! This man may proceed with
money calculations, and he may, by figures, prove that Great
Britain, with immenfe wealth and fkill, even under every
velaxation pleadzd for, would fill preferve her fupe-
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riority ; but can he prove that she would be able to maintain
it long; Would not other nations rival her in trade, opprefl-
ed as she would neceffarily be with maintaining her fleetand
armv, to fecure her indcpendence ¢ Her commerce and
manufa@ures would gradually decline, becaufe other nations
would full cheaper ; this would happen gradually, but it
would not be the lefs {ure, though it might not be percepti-
bleat firft. Bt away with thiscold calculation ; the quef-
tion is not about navigation profits, it concerns our fecurity
and exiftence as a nation.

In fpeaking of American difcontents, he wishes to prove
that they have arifen from provocation on the part of our
country, as bitter and irritable as ever was {uffered by one
flute from another. The provocation, he fays, was nothing
I.fs than a fudden gencral fweening, by the cruizers of this
country, of ull Amcrican veiluls that were failing to France
ad itsdependencies, in the courle of their accuftomed al-
lowcd trade in the ycar 1Sog, without any previous procla-
mation or notice.  Alas, poor England ! thy moft favoured
children arraign thee for difcovering a fraud and boldly pun-
i-ing ir.  The tarce of landing and inflantly reloading the
produce of the enciny, fometimes giving a bond which was
never aiterwards paid, having been difcovercd, the fraud was
ftoppod. The people of America were irritated ; they were
ir.i.i.d by the lofs they had a&ually {uftained, and more at
tiv. difcovery of their fraud.  Some among them, however,
aciritted the juftice of the captures, and never attempted to
jeltify, as Mr, Baring has done, a fpecics of trade which
cvery body in America knew to be in a great meafurc a
¢iock to fend home the colonial produce to the enemy.  Be-
fides, the people of America are alwuys more enraged a-
grinft British captures than againft thofe of France and
Spain, from the rule of caleulation : France and Spain can
take very few of their ships, tor they have very few crui-
zT: on the ocean ; the danger from them, theretore, cannot
b very great 5 but when British ships begin to capture,
they tremble for all their ships—for where can they go that
Britain cannot take them ?

‘Fhis quelftion is, however, laid afleep for the prefent, by
the capture ot all the enemy’s colonies 5 but I thought it
3i bt to enter my proteft againt the fpecious reafoning con-
taincd in Mr. Baring’s pamphlet,  He kcepe every caufe of
difpute between Great Brirzin and America out of fight, ex-
cept the capture of their vetlels 5 he does not mention their
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pretenfions about feamen, fo hoftile in their nature, and fo
dangerous to our independence. He does not fay that we
have endeavoured to conciliate them, but in vain ; that their
avarice is infatiable ; that every thing muft give way to
their intereft, or they are not to be fatisfed.

This note is already long, but many interefting topics
might be added. It might be shewn that as France has no
occafion to fend merchant ships to fea on account of the
kindnefs of the Americans, she can employ every failor
aboard her fieet, and thus her naval force is doubled. And
it might be afked, whether fuch an augmentation of naval
power be of no difadvantage to Great Britain.

It might alfo be proved that the fyftem of cconomy, a-
dopted by America ; if it be bencficial to herfelf, (of which
1 have doubts) renders her incapable of preferving her neu-
trality. To preferve peace, we muft be prepared for war,
Without thips of war, the is obliged to fubmit to Bonaparte’s
decrees ; he knows that the can do nothing, and his tyran-
nical temper will not even allow her to blufter, Avarice
will -not fuffer her to give up trading with France, nor to
equip a fquadron to maintain her refpetability, and her
miferable fubmitlions are injurious to the interefts of Great
Britain ; thofe injuries are therefore repelled by the latter
nation, and at this America is furious. In fine the defence-
lefs commerce of America, is one of the principal caufes of
ihe prefent difficulties, not by inducing Great Britain to at-
tack it, for no fleet which the is capable of furnithing would
be formidable to the Britith ; but becaufe it induces Bona-
parte to have recourfe to meafures which he would not haz-
ard, could America block up his ports.

Mr. Baring compares Great Britain to a Merchant, and
mentions the difpute with America as founded upon an er-
roneous calculation. The comparifon may be proved in-
corred, and the difpute founded not upon caleulation ; bug
upon a matter of primary importance ; ¢ Waether Ameri-
ca fhall be premitted to render our moft formidable bulwark
of defence nugatory.”” Mr. Baring thews himfelf anable
advocate for America ; but like all partizans, he keeps eve-
ry thing out of fight that makes againit him., What muft
canvince every impartial man that America is in the wrong,
is that British adminiftrations of all political purtics, rave
endeavoured to treat, but in vain—thc States icject every
condition, and will not even condefcend to mention what
they would have. To prove the great dufire which the




86

British Miniitry have uniformly shewn to treat vith Ames-
ica ; I might Degin with the offer of renewing Jay’s treaty,
and by detailing the diplomatic intercourfe fince that time,
it would appear that the prefent Government of the United
States are determined not to trcat ; not to be fatisfied—their
sudenefs to Mr. Jackfon, and their contemptible figure in
that tranfaion is too recent to require particular notice.
The great talents of this ambassador, became a terror to the
Prefident and hisvofficers ; finding themf{clves unequal in
converfation, they had recourfe to writing ; but their inferi-
ority appearing {till more confpicuous, and defpairing of
duping him as they had duped his predeceffor, they broke off
all intercourfe.

It is to be lamented that a man of Mr. Baring’s talents
and influence, should prove himfelf fo warm a partizan
had the charalter of the Americans, efpeciaily of the domi-
nant party, and their condu@ fince the French revolution
been preperly known in England, his reasonings would have
had little weight. It is matter of joy that his opponents, if
inferior in talents, will have the better cause ; and in con-
futing him, they will only have to prove the juftice of pun-
ishing fraud. )

Scveral of the remarks in this notc are taken from a letter
of the late Mr. Fisher Ames to oneof his friends.—He was
a great lofer by the British captures in 1805, but his honeft
heart acknowledged their juftice.— T am glud of zn opportu-
nity of teftifying my refpett for this virtuous and eloquent
man, who was an honour to his Country.—1I shall conclude
this note with a couple of quotations from writers who will
not be fufpe&ted of partiality to Great Britain.

Lxtract frim a letter addrefled by“the Hon., Matthew Lysn,
Afember of Congrefs, ti a Csryofiondent in Vermont,

I~ anfiver to one ot the queftions you have put to me, |
xnow of but little, if any good, Congrefs are doing by con-
foming their Sefion,—To another, I fay, I can fee no ben-
ei fron the reje@ion of the treaty made by Meflrs. Munroe
Piuciney—It might have faved us, had it been agreed
w1 the embargo, which has been a curfe to the nation
=ver Jincs it was thought of. I know of no good to be ex-
pred fyom the gqnarnict between our fecrerary of {tate and

air. Ya-kfon. T iee what I call a dangerous predile@ion
jn fuvcur ot Bonaparte 5 and an unjuftifiable zeal to keep

open and widen the breach with Englind on the part of my

old iicids, the republicans,
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The Commercial Réport ﬁr—ﬁllary 1806, in the Monthly

Magazine, contains the following remarks :

In a former number of our Magazine, we ftated the lead-
ing features of the difpute between this country and Ameri-
ca, refpelting the alledged unwarrantable capture of their
veffels. We then indeavoured to exhibit the pr.cife nature
of the complaint ; and though we might, in our unbiafled
opinion, have advocated the principles upon which the A.
mericans pretended to regulate their commerge with the
belligerent powers, yet we are aware that their prafice is
replete with fraud ond collufion. That the Americans
should have availed themfelves of any opportuniry to extend
their trade is not furprifing, but thut our Government should
fo long have tolerated this abuse, to the injury of our com-
merce, is a ftrong proof of the indulgence and lenity with
which they have been treated, and of the unmixcd defire in
the British miniftry to cherish and prefcrve the relations of
amity and geod faith between the two countries.

In the moral charaéter of the American nation, however,
there appears to be a radical defe. Theirintereft muft be
made the primum mobile of every regulation, or they can
never be pleafed. Their frands and [tratagems have been
detected by Spain as well as by us, and a ferious mifunder-
ftanding is ftated to have taken place between them and that
power ; but againft the mother country their whole ven-
geance is directed, and a long article has appeared in the
National Intelligencer, (the demi-official paper of the execu-
tive,) animadverting on the injuries received from this
country, and infinuating the determination of the next con-
grefs to retaliate on u} by levying heavy prohibitory dutics
on our manufaétures imported, and to {ufpend all intercourfe
with us and our dependencies.

In the alual fituation of Europe, in which every individ-
ual power has to wage a war, for exiftence, againft the un-
principled and mad ambition of a military adventur.r, the
Americans ought, as a duty they owe to civil fociety and to
the caufe of liberty, which they affe& to cherish, to make
cheerful facrifices to the common caufe ; and they ought by
a magnanimous condu& founded on principle, and not o
the grovelling views of temporary advantage, to avail them-
{elves of this opportunity of acquiring the efteem of forcign
nations.

FINIS.
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