
CONSIDERA TION S 

ON THE 

IMPORTANCE of CANADA. 

AND THE 

BAY and RIVER of St.LA WRENCE, &c~ 

[Price 'Six-pence. I 





C '0 N SID E·R A T ION S 
ON THE 

IMPORTANCE of CANADA, 

AND THE 

Bay and River of St. LAWRENCE i 

And of 

The AMERICAN Filheries dependant on the 
Wands of CAPE BRETON, St.JOHN'S, NEW­

FOUNDLAND, and the SelS adj:icent. 

ADDRESS'D TO 

Th~ Ri,ght HJil. WILLIAM PITT. 

LON DON, 

Printed for W. OWEN, near Tcmpl~ Bar, I7\',~. 



)'0 THE 

RIGHT HONOURABLE 

WILLIAM PITT, 

A s the prefent juft and ne­
ceffary War, was com­
menced for fecuring our 

Settlements in North America, 
from the Incroachments of an am­
bitious Neighbour; and as under 
your Anfpices, it has been fiea­
dily conduCted with that View; 

and 
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and Providence has at l~n gth 
crown'd the Valour of our gaHant 
Countrymen with Succefs; I do 
nly [elf the Honour to prefent 
you with the following Pa;',es, in 
vvhich the \Y orth of their Con­
queH is endeavour'd to be fhewn. 

If the Value of thefe places) 
had been 8.t all underftood, they 
would have been more attended 

;, ,-",~ri-cr be. 1',.". " llr~ to) 1~1 ll~".~',,;,lL~ t 1 .... ll.\ eJ a -"- 1 ea-
ries of RyJ;Vic,k) Utrecht, and 
./~'J,~:-ki~Ci~;{!pelle; and in Confe­
Seuence of its not being attended 
to) we Lave been plunged L~to 
r:: n • h d' .r. E lfcHl wars, wri: en leIS xpence; 
\vhlch till dv~r are attended to, 
'will be ahTv3Ys the Cafe; and 
tl1~refore as ':1 good Citizen, I 

thought 
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thought it my Duty, -to d) all 
in my Power, to enfore.::: fo neeef­
fary an Attention. 

The Confidence your Country 
fo juilly repofes) on your great 
Capacity in the Management of 
Pub lie Affairs; your known In­
tegrity, in the Condu9c of then1 ; 
and yourunffiaken Adherence, to 
the true Interefis of Great Bri­
tain; give Propriety-to this Ad­
drefs: And leave no Rooln, to 
doubt, that what has b~cn hither­
to wanting in every Treaty of 
Peace, will by your Care be [uF­
plied in the next; which luufi e­
qually endear you, to every in­
telligent Per[on of this Age; and 
fecure your Fame to latefl: Po-

o fcerity, 
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fterity, who will, in this Refpett, 
reap continually the Fruits of 
J:our wife and firm Adminifl:ra ... 
tlon. 

I am, 

With profound RefpeCl:, &c_ 

London,Of/aber, 17. 1759. 



CONSIDERA TIONS 
On the Importance of 

CANADA, and the Bay and River of 
St. LAWRENCE; and of the AMERI"­

CAN Fifheries, dependant on the 
lfiands of CAPE BRETON, Sr. 
JOHN'S, NEWFOUNDLM;D, and the 
Seall adjacent. 

HE' Naval Po\ver of Frena! 
had its.:: j[e, and frill receives 
its main Support, from our 
Filheries in NJ.[b ./I.';c"/;'C{!. 

I Till the Fre1icb were adii:ined 
-===== into it, they did not l;,::'C to 
build a Ship of War witham our kave: bot 
finee they have been introduc:::d into it, ILey 
have become fa very farmid,lble, as to have 
contended, fingly, 2gainfc the two great ma .. 
ritime Powers of Europe united. 

13 Ev~ry 
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,~ Ev(ry lhip of France, in this Trade, is 
obliged to carry a certain Number of Land men 
and Boys to train up. About the Year 1700, 

it was computed, and allowed on all Hands, 
that there were, on this Fi{hery, 800 Sail of 
Englijh and French Ships; and it is pretty cer­
tain, that our Share of them was not 300: It 
may be even qud1:ioned, whether we did not 
fall iliort of 250. 

The Frend have a Nm[ery of 50, 000 Sea­
men, found~Q upon this Trade; from whol11 
are fprung as many Thoufands more, who 
fupply the reft of their Navigation. There are 
not above 80, 000 belonging to England. We, 
indeed, have a much larger Navy; but when 
that is fully employed, the reft of our Navi­
gation omil: be greatly difi:reffed; and we are 
obliged, in War time, to employ Foreigners 
to carryon our Tn~de; who, being paid high 
Wages, carry off Abundance of our Wealth; 
and all by our own Folly. But it is ftill more 
furpriGng, that we {hould have 'continued fo 
long indolent; and have permitted fa dange­
rous a Neighbour to grow wealthy and formi­
dable, without our fo much as endeavouring 
to deprive him of thofe immen(e Treafures or 
the Seas, which we have an original and un­
doubted Right to enjoy unrival'd 

We have nothing left, which we can call 
a Fi{hery I except that we are now [pe~k­

m& 
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iog of; tho' it does oot employ 40~,) of our 
Seamen. Our Right to Canada ana Ni?'iJjol,nd­
land, was the Foundation ,)f Sir FL'iH'l7tiU! 

Walker's Exp~dition in 171 J, the Mifcarriage 
of which was fo greatly lamented; it being 
then well underfiood, that the feeuring the en­
tire American Filhery, wou'd be of greater 
Confequenee to the Britijb Empire, than the 
Mines of the Weft Indies ,lre to the Spaniards. 
That from this Filhery only, the Fre/icD have 
raifed that Naval Strength, the reducing of 
which has eoft us fo much Blood anq, Trea­
fure; all armed, againft us, with Men raired in 
our Nur[eries. The difpofldling the French of 
this Filhery, mult therefore prove the moft 
fatal Blow they ever felt; fince, from that 
Moment, their Navies mufi wither away, like 
a Tree cut off at the Root. 

The taking of Canada; befides employing 
near 40 Sail of Ships in the * Fur, and other 

B 2 Trades; 

'" For one Indian we trade with in Hurl(on's Bay (not 
exceeding three or 4000 in Number,) the Frmcb probably 
trade witb one Hundred in Gallada, and tbe Countries ad­
jacent ; wbo conreq!lently bring them a proportionable 
~antity of Furs, beyond what the Hudfo·1's Bay Iodians 
furniih our Settlements with, polfe(s'd by the Company. 
The Hat Manufacture, therefore, in France (as at Lyons 
principally, and oth~r places,) amounts to an immell(e 
Value yearly; with which the Frencb fupply Italy, Spain, 
Portugal, &c. with the vall: Colonies of New Spain and 
the Brazils, polfelfed bv tbde two lall: Nations; all whICh 
is well known ~ ... our ~holeraJe Hatters here. From Ga­
nada, they likcwife carryon a very conii.dcrable contra-

band 
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Trades; fUPFlying the Natives of that vafi ex­
tended Country with Woollen and other Bri­
tiJb Manufat1:ures; and depriving the French 
of the abundant Store of excelltnt * Timber 
which that Cc'untry affords for Ship Building; 
""ould effet1:ual1v fecure to us the American 
Fi{t.eries; as alfo the Briti/7.; Empire in the 
Cow:r:ent of .//,72cTica; which can never b~ 
fafc, whila C:;;:/{/:i is in the Hands of France. 
As J, Confirmati'.:ll1 of tbis, it may not be im­
prrr~cr to quote F~:rt of the Romantic Grant 
viLe'l the ] ,-,. 07 C;') King made in 1712, to 
1\1on{r, Crozat, of a COUlltrv much brger than 
all E:(!o/,c' ; a1;d to w::i::h L; lias not the leail: 
Sb;--,sn\v of P,,-!gbt, or 1·~~lc. 

" Vi E, by d:.c::;: Pre[ents, fign'd by ou!" 
c. ILl:,], have appoiDted, and do appoillt ;he 
~, Llid Sieur Crazelt, loIe!y to carry en a Trade 

bJnci Trade, in ,,1; S ,rts of Europc3n Commodities, to 
J//j'L'.\Ai('1, with wh,c:1 (b· v have a C(Jmmunica~ic"n bv 
l\ljeans l,f tbe La::,s "oJ tile ,lief MiifiiJipi; which yleiJ 
~hc>n, in TLturn, (';~.!.j 2~,d ~:rt'Jt Quaf1[itie3 of Silver: 
t' c vail: i\JvJnt":';cs wh :.·.·(\\'(Ju'd be foon fcund by h:s 
i\'~'jchy's {huuld "-'v'1." be [0 happy as to remain 
in quiet P"i:c,;:oll of this COlJntry; and enjo), the free 
Navigation of the Iz:vers of St. Lallrence and jl4iJ!tjJipi. 
They alra caflY on a conlider:lble \Vh~le Fdbery, 1:1 tW0 

Bays, en the L:JJ;'.::."T Coal1-, which is comprehended 
within th" ChaFer of the ii,.·lljG,,·S Bay Company. 

"' Being; laH Vv-ar, in the King's Y Jrd at PIPllOuth, anJ 
"iewin" illme P,ize Timber from .!!l.!tebec (purchas'cl fer 
his M.,)cf:\·'s Urc) tb~ O$ccrs decbrd, that our King bad 
JhJ [urh ~.cimber in any of his Yards. And the Scarcity of 
jIo'c,l -[';c]ll:u in E::gi,md, at tll:, Time, is but too wen 

~, in 
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(I in aU the Lands pciYefs'd by Us, and bound­
" ed by lV, '11.) Mexico, and by the Lands of 
" the Englijb of Carolina; all the Efiabliih­
"ments, Ports, Havens, and Rivers; and 
" principally the Port and Haven of the ijle 
" DaZi/blm, heretofore calltd M17/fc!cre; the 
I< River of St. Lewis, heretofore c~lled MiJ­
"JifJipi, from the Edge of the Sea as far as 
" the llz"nois ; together with the Ri ver of St. 
" Pb£lip, heretofore called Uveb,:c!.JI'; with an 
"the Countries, Territories, Lakes within 
,< Land; (nd tile Rivers which f,:11 directly or 
" indi,(cJ<y into tl-ut Part of the River St. 
Ite Le::Jis.') 

The Extent 0ftbis Country,from North to 
South, is 2400 Miles; and from Werr, vVefl:­
ward about 3500 !\liles, filled with nume­
rous Na';ons of Inditl715: 1t contains the whol~ 
North Coafi of th,~ Gulf of Florida or Mexico; 
into which, from this Country, run above 
twelve Lrge Rivers, particularly the famons 
Ri ,",:[ ]'lijijJzi~i, many of whofe Branches a1-
mofl: join Three of the Five grEat Lk:s that 
fall into the River St. Lawrence; which River 
lies South V\Teft, and North Edt, on the Reck of 
all our Colonies, on the Continent of America. 
On it's Banks, and on thefe Lakes, tile 
Frencb have built feveral Fortific;.;tioI:S; the 
dei1:ruClive CU!1[equences of wbicb, to our Co­
lonies, we have {een, and felt, but too fcvc­
rely. The Frencb, united with thele nu­
merous Nations; (whom they C()Dvert to theil" 

[upt~ .. 
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fupedtitiol1s Religion) intermarry with, and 
bring up in an utter Detefiation of the Englijh; 
would, in Time, have driven our People, on 
the Frontiers, into the Sea, had not a moft. 
aufpicious Attention; fortbe Britijb Poffeffions 
in America, very providentially prevail'd, at 
this J uncrme, in his Majeay's Councils. 

To that Part Oflh:, Continent, called byus 
Nova Scotia, and bv the French Acadia; be­
longs tbe Hla:ld of Cepe Breton, of a large Ex­
tent, and not two Leagues from the Shore. 
Each Side of the Channel; form'll by this If­
land *; abounls with a great Numb r of good 
Harbours, (hong] y fortified by Nature; illme' 
of which the in 'uflriou3 French have render­
ed more [<), by Art. Th.Te areal[o many Banks 
dependant upon this Coa11, ilbounding with as 
great Qllanti~ies of Cod, as any Part of Ne'lv­
found/and. H cre, and " t the Ifle of Sables. 

'the French t formerly obliged the Briti(h Sub-

* All the Cllafl-, of the Hhnds of Cape Breton and St. 
'John's, abound, w:th Cod Ftfh; as does alfo the Bay of 
Fundy, Gali,it Bay at the Muutb of the River St. Law­
renee; arlu likewife the Straits of Bellijle, between New­
fOlmdland and Labrador, at which laft Place the French 
have carnd on tbi? Fdhuy; (even during the prefent 
War;) ckfc to our Shore, in Balks only, and cured their 
Fi{h on th~ Land; which, two or three fmall Forts built 
there, would entirely have prevented, and fecur'd to Us. 
\.Ve carryon ttis Fifhery to much greater diradvan­
tog", by employi:l:;large VeffeIs 2nd going 30 Leagues to 
catch our Flfn. 

:t In 1699 the Frme/; colleaed this Tax of ten Shillings 
per Head. 

jea~ 
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jeas to pay ten Shillings per Ht::ld, for catch ... 
ing their own Fiili; which they collected by 
Ships of Force, fent from fi0ebec for that Pur­
pofe. The New Englanders, and the Inhabi~ 
tants of the adjacent Colonies, always looked 
upon thefe Places, as fo far belonging to the 
Crown of Great. Britaz"n ; that they ufed to 
fetch their * Coals from the lile of Cape Ere .. 
ton, even in Time of War, unlefs interrupted 
by Privateers. 

The French, if difpoife[s'd of this Fifhery, 
would be obliged to take their Mud Fiili, or 
Cod falted wet in Bulk, from us; except his 
moil: Chriilian Mojcity iliould think proper 
to prohibit it, at the risk: of ftarving his own 
Subjects. The Produce of this Sort of Fifh 
would, in fuch Cafe, pay amply for all our 
fuperfluous Imports from France; where there 
is yearly confumed, of this Kind of FiGl, to 
the amount of forne hundred thouf.:nd P0unds 
Sterling. 

The great Advantage of this Fiibery, and 
the Danger to be apprehended, iliould the 
French continue in Poffeflion of it; toge-

'* In 1758, after we had taken LouijboZlrg, we rent 
thither, from England, 3000 Tom of Coals for the U(e 
of that Garri(on; although it was very well known here 
at that Time (and even in the Jail: War) that they might 
have been fupplied with Coals, from tbe Spot, for leis 
than ten Shillings a Ton: a Milbke which, it i3 not 
doubted, will be reCtify'd for the future. 

thei' 
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ther with their other U[urpations in North 
America, would not have been [0 much ex­
patiated upon here; did not a fair Opportunity 
now offer, for us to [eeure to ourfelves this 
vafr Support of our Naval Power, and of our' 
American Empire. 

In I 583, ~en Elizabeth rent the lirft Go~ 
vernor, Sir Humphrey Gilbert to Newjoundland; 
In the Reign of King James the tirft, this 
iilhing Trade was in a fiourilhing Condition, 
and entirely enjoyed by the Englilh unrival'd. 
It continued the [arne in the Reign of Charles 
the tirfr; as appeal s by Letters Patent, bea­
ring date the loth of February 1633, in the 
ninth Year of his Reign, reciting, 'viz. 

" That the Region and Country called New­
e, found/and, had been acquired to the domi­
« nions of his Progenitors, which he held j and 
<c his People had for many Years reforted to 
" thofe Parts; where, and on the Co aft ad­
«, joining, they employed theh1felves in Fifh .. 
" ing; whereby a great Number of his Peo­
" pJe had been fet at Work, and Navigation 
" and Mariners much increafed, &c." And 
his Majefry then ordained iCH11'C La ws, for the 
better Government of the Fifning, Ships, and 
Inhabitants, &c. 

In 1638, the Frmcb obtained Liberty, from 
King Cbc:rles the firfi, to tilh t:l';[e, and in :lC­

kno\,vlcdg-
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knowlcdgment of our Right, were to pay a 
Tribute of five per Cent; and his Mdjefty fent 
a Governor thither to collett it. At that Time; 
the French had very few Ships. But they grew 
weary in a few Years of paying this Tribute .. 
upon which they went to the South Side of 
the Ifland, built two Forts, and cd-rried on this 
Fifhery to the Weftward of Cape Race. In 
1670, they took in two Bays more, 'viz, Pla­
centia and PajJara; and thereby a\lgmented 
their 6(hing to ten times what it was before. 
And fu rapid was the Increa[e of their N a viga­
tion, by this Flfhery, that they, in a few Y cars 
after, had raired a Naval Power able to con­
tend, Gngly, with the united Fleets of Eng/and 
and Holland.-But we have now jufi: Reafon 
to hope, from the well known Wifdom of 
thofe who at prefent are the Gclardians of our 
Colonies; that the Conf::quences of the French 
enjoying 10 great a Share in this Fiiliery, is as 
well undedlood at this critical JunCture, as it 
was in the Year 1659; IN hen the rVTerchantl\ 
in Order to guard agdinft fo growing an Evil, 
deliver'd the followmg Rcmonftram:e to tlw 
Government. 

(c We had mahy Englifo Ships, and many 
" thoufands of Seamen tiJat had their conftant 
" Employment fBf Ntwjoundland; and being 
I( loaden with Fiili, the m<Jft of them failed 
" from thence for feveral Ports of Spain, and 
~' its Territories; as from 50 to 60 to Bilboa, 

C " and 
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" an'd St. Sebaflian's, 40 to Cadi.z andSt. Lu­
" car, 20 to ldalaga and Vdz, and from 20 

" to ~o for Valencia, Alicant, and Cartagena; 
(' befides others that went to the Groyn.e, and 
" other Sea Port Towns in Spain; the motl: 
': of the Remainder went for Majorca and Mi­
" 11Orca, Sicilia, Sardinia, Naples; and [pent 
~, in the Dukedom of Milan, and in victualling 
" their Galleons, Galleys, &c. Hereby (well 
" confidered) we had greatAdvantage; for that, 
" clearly, there were added to the Stock of the 
" Nation, at leaft £ 500,000 per Annum; and 
" fo much got out of the Sea, by the Labour 
Cf and Induftry of our People, and the Ship­
cc ing maintained. And it was al[o a N ur[ery 
cc for Seamen, breeding more than all other 
<c 'Trades wbatfle'ver. They carry out not [0 
c, much Beef and Bread as they would have 
" eaten in Eng/{wd, the moll of their Food 
«c being Filh: And if they had not been thus 
" employed, perchance they might have lived 
" idle at home; and [0 have been unprofi­
« table Members of the Commonwealth, and 
c.' to have their Subfiilance from other induf­
~' trious Per[ons. 

" Whilft we aflifled the French, they have 
cc in a Manner got this whole Trade. This 
" Year they had above 2S0 Ships at New­
"foundland;. and have obtained free Permif­
" fionJ from the King of Spain, to enter into 
~' the Ports of Bilboa, St. Sehaflian~s and Pal-

" lague, 
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CC [ague, with their Filh and Men; where 
'c they do not only furniQl the Men of 
" War that take us, but the Filh is carried 
" from 3 to 400 Miles lip into the Country 
" of Spailz. 

" St. 'John de Luz, had not formerly above 
" dght ~hips, and this Year they have near 
" fifty Sail; a good Part of which were En­
" gliJh Prizes, and without doubt incovertly. 
(C the Spaniards have a great Interefl: in them; 
e, and it will be a hard 1vjatter now to get this 
" 'Trade again/rom the French." 

The Authors of this Remonfl:rance, plainly 
forefaw the bad Confequences which would 
eneue, lhould the French continue this Fifhery. 
Neverthelefs King Charles the feeond, in 1675. 
(the 27th Year of his Reign) did not only con­
firm the French therein, but eve;) remitted 
them the Tribute of .1 per Cent. They alfo 
obtained, from King James the fecond, a Con­
firmation of the aforei~id Grants. The:r ob­
taining a Confirmation of thefe Grants, from 3 
fucceeding Kings of England, !hews, that they 
themfelves were well acquainted with the 
Weaknefs ef their own Title. Bilt in King 
lVtiliam'sDeclaration of War againfl:: the French,. 
their Incroachmentupon our Trade, and upon 
the Filhery of Ne'lvfoundland, is part:cularly fet 
forth, as one of the Caufes of the 'vV." ; and aG 

C 2 er,,"u 
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f.tven contrary to the very Statutes of thefe 
Realms, by which it is enaCted, Stat. 10, I I. 

pf King William the third, Cap. 25. 
" That whereas, the Trade and Fifhery of 

cc Newfoundland, is a beneficial Trade to this 
;, Kingdom, not only in employing great 
" N urn bers of Seamen and Ships, and export~ 
" ing and con fuming great Quantities ofProvi~ 
" fi6nsand ManufaCtures ofthisRealm;where­
" by many Tradefmen and Artificers are kept 
" at Work; but alfo in bringing into this N a­
~, tion, by Returns of the Effects of the faid 
<c Filhery, from other Countries, great Quan­
~, tities of Wine, Oil, Plate, Iron, Wool, and 
c, fundry other ufeful Commodities; to the 
cc Increafe of his Majefty's Revenue, and the 
~, Encouragement of Trade and Navigation. 
" Be it enatted, &c. That henceforth, all his 
~, Majefiy's Sub}.ds lhall have, ufe, and enjoy 
<, the free Trade and Traffick, and Art of 
~, MerchandiGng and Filhing to and from 
.. Ntwjoundland; and take Rlite a.nd Filh on 
c, any of the Rivers, Creeks, or any of the 
~, Hlands adjoining or adjacent thereunto, as 
~, fully and freely, as at any Time heretofore 
~, hath been u[ed or enjoyed by any of the 
~, Subjetts of his Majefiy's Predece«ors, with­
~, out any Hindrance, &c. of or from any Per~ 
" [on whatfoever. And that no Alien or Stran­
" ger whatjoever (not refiding with England) 
c~ fhall at any Time hereafter take any Baite, 
~.~ or ~fe any Sort of Trade o~ Fifhing what., 

, [oever 



[ 13 ] 

: foever in Newfoundland, or in any of the 
" Places or IiLnds abovementioned." 

The great Increafeofthe Naval Power, and 
Wealth of France, will be obvious to every 
one who confiders, that from the Year 1638, 
the Date of their Admittance into this Fifhery, 
(at which Time they had very few Ships in any 
fartoftheworld) to the Year 1659, (only 21 

Years) they increafed their Ships in this Trade, 
from about 40 to about 250; and that, fi-om 
this Period, to the Reign of King James the 
fecond, (only 25 years more) they had aug­
mented [0 vafily their Wealth and Naval 
Power, as to make all Europe :/land in Awe 
of them: A Proof how very formidable a 
Prince may become, by Sea and Land, who 
is left, during only a few Years, in quiet Po[­
feffion of this Trade: by [uch an annual In­
crea[e of Men, Ships, Bullion, &c. 

The French by their extraordinary Frugality, 
joined to other great Advantages, [uch as the 
Cheapne[s of Salt of their own making; the low 
Wages of their Mariners; the I itrle Expenee in 
victualling their Ships; and their having the 
beil: and moil: convenient Places for fiiliing; 
bv.:! almoil: difpofTefTed the Eng-liJh of this 
Trade, as may be inftanced, in mny of the 
Out-Ports of this Kingdom, viz_ Barnllable, 
Biddijord, Dartmouth, &c. whirh do not 
employ one foqrth Part of the Ships they did 
formerly. The two firft could furnifh the 

Royal 
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Royal Navy with 400 Voluntier Sailors; 
whereas they now find it difficult even to man 
the few Veflels they fit out. But were this 
great filhery Trade to center with us, (as we 
have thong Reafon to hope it will) our W diem 
Navigation wou'd foon flourilh; our Lands 
rife in their Value; and the Manufacturers of 
thofe Counties (in particular) be confiderably 
enriched, by the vafl: Demand for their Mer­
chandize of all Kinds. 

To encourage fl:ill morethis u[urp'd Filhery, 
th.e French King iifued out the following Edict, 
'Z:zz. 

CC An Arret of the King's Council of fiate, 
(r by which Coo Fifh caught, and Oil made, 
" by his Subject-. fi!hing at Ijle Royale, for­
e< merly called the Wand of Cape Breton, are 
" exempted from all Cullomsduring ten Yearg. 

C( At F071tainbleaztthe 9th of September 1713. 
H the Kin::; having been ever attentive to all 
" Me~hods which might contribute to the In­
U creafe of the Commerce of the Kingdom; 
cc with RefpeEt as well to the Filheries on the 
H Mal itime Coails uf France, as to thofe for 
" Cod-fifn green and dried on the Sea of Ca­
" nada: And his Majefl:y being defirous to 
" procure greater Advantages, to thofe of his 
" SubjeCts, who ihall undertake the Filhery of 
(C dried Cod-ji/h at Jjle Royale, called formerly 

" the 
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" the Hle of Cape Breton; by a general Ex­
ec emption of the faid dried Cod-jijb, and (he 
" Oil made thereof, that thall be brought into 
" this Kingdom, from all Duties (f 1m porta­
«c tion.--Accordingly, his Majefty in Coun­
ce cil ordains; that for ten Years, beginning 
" from the firft: of January next, they !.hall 
" be exempted accordingly." 

'Tis therefore evident, that the French have 
employed all the Arts in their Power, and u[ed 
every Endeavour poffible, to extend [heir Fifh­
cries in the Seas of Canada, to which they [0 
infoJently pretend to have a Right. 

The Total, (in the Calculation of this French 
American Fijhery) has varied at different Pe­
riods; but we may venture to fettle it, in 
Time of Peace, at 900 Ships annually (each of 
ISO Tons, one with another) which, at 20 

~ntals of Fi!h per Ton, makes 2,700,000 

Quintals; and valuing the ~jntal at 20 Shil­
lings, the * annual gain to France, by this 
Fliliery, will then be £ 2,700,000 Sterling. 
Thefe 900 Ships (as above) carrying each l8 
Men, one with another, make 16,200 Seamen 
employed oniy in this Fifhery. So that, lhould 
this Calculation be thought but tclerably juft:, 
we need not wonder that the Naval Power of 
France !hould have rifen to the Height, in 

* Out of this annual gain, mufi: be deducted the value 
If the Mud lind dried Cod·filh, confumed in France. 

whic l 
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which we have feen it, during the Iaft and th~ 
[em vVar. Nor would it be matter of Sur ... 
prize ihould we again fee it, after a few Years 
Peace, in a vet more formidable State than 
ever, in Cafe that Crown ihould be fo fortu­
nate, as to be left in Puifeffion of the Wands 
of Cape-Bretvn and St. John's. 

When we reflect, that this American Fiili­
ery is the grand N ur[ery for the beft Seamen, 
and that the Prmch rai{e out of it, five times 
the Number we do; we may naturally infer, 
that Great-Britain, which claims Obedience 
on the Ocean, will, in a few Yeats, become 
fubfervient to France, if timely care be not 
taken to prevent it: --And that we have 
it now in oLir Power, to preferve fuch Su­
periority, is beyond all Difpute. 

By the J 3 th Article of the Treaty of Utrecht. 
the French are limited with re(pect to their 
Fiiliing in Ne-ufoundland; which however they 
are well kno\V[l to have always deviated from, 
even to this Day ---They will now ('tis to 
be hop'd) be totally excluded fronl any 
1hare in this Am'ric<ltt Fiihery, by oUr Right of 
ConqueJf.-And we (hall (hew, immediately, 
our inconteftable 'Title to thefe Sec,s, from 
our fi;-ft Di/covery. In a word, the Freizch 
have dealt (0 very treachei-ou{}y by us, that 
we may jUl1:ly lament their being poiI"e[s'd of 
a lingle Inch of Land) or Sea Tt:rritorYi in 

-North 
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North America: And we ought to be [0 wen 
acquainted with our own Interea, as not to 
let flip any more, the fair Opportunity which 
offers itfelf; now the Sword is impendipg over 
their Heads; without our wrefting from ,h::m, 
and fecuring to ourfehes) thefe Territories and 
Se"s, whence only they can have it in their 
Power to deflroy us, or render us contemptible; 
and iuch we {hall unpitied be, when ever the 
Naval Power of France !hall become fuperior 
to that of Great Britain. 

Our having taken, funk, or defhoy'd j du. 
ring the pn::fmt War, a full third Part of their 
Navy, has certainly ldfen'd the Mifchiefs 
which our Commerce might otherwife h;lVe 
fuftain'd from them; at the (arne Time, that 
their Trade has been fo much the more ex­
poCed to Capture, by our Men of War aLd 
Privateers.----Yet, as no Country recovers fa 
foon, from it's VVounds, as France; and as the 
Flower of her Seamen, (now Prifoners here) 
mun: be reaored to her upon a Peace; i11e 
then will need but to replace the Ships {he has 
loft, either by building them at home, or by 
employing Foreigners for that Purpofe, (which 
We well know may be done in a very few 
Years,) In Order for her to be as formidable a 
Naval Power, as {he was before the commen­
cement of the prefent War. It is even very na­
'tural to [uppofe, that the French will exert 
their utmofi Endeavours, to be frill more 

D pov,rer. 
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powerful; They having [een, and LIt, from 
our E~am pIe, that Their very Exiilence as a 
Trading Ndtion, depends wholly upon The.ir 
having a mighty Navy. But ihould we be [0 
happy as to eftablirn our PoiJeflions and Con­
oucfts in f'.lorth America; (nezleCting nothinG" 

.1 '-.-) .J 0 

\vhich may [eclJre to us the firm and Jatting 
Alliance and Friend{hip of the Indians) it will 
then be impoffible for France to cultivate her 
Fiilieries in thole Seas; from which Moment 
we may pronounce her no longer a Maritime 
Power. She may, indeed,. poHers Ships of 
War, but they will rot in ner Harbours for 
want of Seamen (at le.iil: good ones) to man 
them, and of Trade to prlJteCt.· The com­
pleating {o glorio'ls a Plan; which, by the V!if .. 
dam and Fortitude of our Councils, is already 
brought to {uch great forwardnefs; cannot fail 
of producing the mdt Signal A,lvantages to 
this Nation; by fumiiliing the means of 
laying a very folid Foundation, for unbur­
thening it of that heavy load of Debt and 
Taxes, under which the People have been 
groaning for [0 many Years. 

To determine om Right to his Majefiy'S 
Territories in North America, it may n0t btl 
improper to confider, by what Title any Euro­
l'ean Nation holds any Dominions there. South 
Lbllfrica was djfcov~r'd by Columbus, at the 
Expence of the Kingof Spain, about250 Years 
ago; and he has poifefs'd it ever fince, by 
this Right of Diji:overy only j which has been 

admit. 
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admitted, by all Euro/Jean Nations tJ this Day~ 
as a firm and authentic: Titk; and acknow­
ledged as [uch by the King of Eng/an'!, when 
he diLvow'd (to Spain) the Scotc/) Expedition 
to Darien. 

vlorth America was djrcover'd bv Scb4liatJ. 
Cabot, at the Expenee of the Crown of En­
gland, under our [-lenry tbe VIIth : whence 
our Title, to the \Vhole d North ,1'li"i, 'a. 
is full as firm and aliti.edic, a" thet of the 
Crown of Spain to South Anzcrica, w,"lcb h:lS 

never been quefiior.ed. 

Both the Dutch and EngliJh daim a Right 
to Greenland, as being the fir!! DifcorL'crcrs I and 
from their {etting; up Ivlmkl in tb~!t Country: 
Now, {ueh Mm kr did SeD0'idiZ Cabot cre,~l, in 
varicus Pdrts of North /lim:,,'ica,--,Is it not 
jufr, that thole Nations, VdlO Jre O.t the Trouble 
and Expenee of fitting out E',pc'd,:tiws, for 
making Difco'veries, i1lOuld reap th,;: Benefit of 
them? Or is it equi:able that one Perron 1110uld 
reap the Fruits of another Man's E\pt:l1ce 
and Labour? A:ld if it is not, V/ hy {houle! it he 
otherwife between Nations? If DiCcovery gives 
no Right, {iJrely nothi n g can. If nuthing but an 
inhabiting Pofl'effion gives a Right, no Diieo­
v~rercou'd be Cure to reap the Benefit cf his Ex­
pence and Labour, finee Dif;"overy Inuit ne­
ceffarily precede Inhabitaney,as furinftance, in 
the prefent Caf<;:; Can any one [uppofe~ that a 
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Ship f~nt out upon a Difcovery, cou'd have 
Inhabitants, on board, enough to plant Co­
lonies? Or that Sebajiian Cabot cO'..cld have 
left Settlers behind him, to keep Poffeffioh 
till his return, with a fufficient Number of 
People to inhabit this wide extended Country; 
where a defenfible Force, (at Itai1:) ,was re­
quifite, in order to withfiand fo many nume­
rous Nations of Indians? Elfe ally p. wer, 
upon Notice of fuch Difcovery, might have 
{ent a Fleet, with Inhabitants, (0 take Pofief­
fion; fuch People might have arriveli before 
ours ~ and Thefe, by firft inhabiting thufe 
Countries, might lawfully have the Fruits 
of the Labour and Expence of the Difcoverer, 
But furely no Man can be fo wrong.,headed 
or unjl1ft, as to favour [Llch a Kind of Right 'i 
or pretend that the E~pence, to which Henry 
the Vllth put himfelf, in there Dikoveries~ 
was merely for the [<ike of France. 

Jt has been urged, by Frencb Advocates, that 
their King has an undoubt~d Right, not only 
to all he Jay s Claim to on the Continent of 
North America; but even to Newfoundland and 

'other Wands:. That nothing gives a Right, but 
Pqf!elJion or Inbabitan~! :-That if the Engl~fh 
:remove from anyone Spot of Ground, or lQand, 
to inhabitany other IIlore convenient, the }"enclJ 
may immediately poffefs the deferted Spot; and 
from that Moment, have an original, heredi­
tary, and undoubted Right to it.--But on 
thet c<;mcrary, {llo\,lld they offer blJ,t to fet 

. . foot 
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Foot in a Country, of many thoufands Miles in 
Circumference, where the French had but a 
Huttbuilt of Twtggsand Lea'Ves, and !bon'd in 
a new Map, alter the old Name into any which 
aa5 a Sound of French in it, as LouijiaJ1a, Bour 
0071iana, Orleaniana, &c. tho' it were our own 
-Acquifitiorrand Dif<:overy; yet truly our Right 
to it, wou'd not only be un-original and un­
hereditary, but unlawful. -Such Law may 
indeed, be current at Verfai/ies; but it is to be 
hoped, will never be thought binding at 
If/hitehall. 

. We need look no further back, for Exam­
ples of their infolen t Ufurpations of this Sort, 
than thofe which gave Rife to the prefent War; 
to which the Pleadings of the French Hirelings 
abroad, and even at home, have not a little 
contributed. If Poifeflion gives a Right, they 
may inhabit many of the Scotch liles, fuch as 
the Hebrides, &c. which are unpeop1ed. They 
a1(0 might poifefs Themfelves of many unin­
habited Parts of Ireland and its dependant liles; 
.which being only a Difcovery, the Frencb 
wou'd have the fame Right to them, as they 
have to any Part 0f North Am(fica. 

His moll: ChritlianMajefiy, becaurefome of 
his Subjetts have unjufl:ly inhabited tbe Mouth 
of the River St. Lawrence and the Entrance of 
the Mi!JijJipi; (which two Rivers run through 
~1l North America) has founded a pre ende:d 
Right to that whole CQuntry) on each Slde their 
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Banks, except the Edge of the Coafrwhich the 
EngliJh i:1habit. We, indeed, are much obliged 
to him for e:x"cepting that, in his romantic 
Grant to Monfr. Crozat; to whom he might 
as jufl:ly have granted the mand of Great Bri­
tain, by the Name of D;:lpbinJana, or anyo­
ther Appeliation. His Cltholic Majefty has as 
good a Right to all the Dominions on both 
Sides of the Mediteranwn, from his SubjeCts 
inhabiting each Side of it's Mouth, The Ham­
burghers, to all the Territories on each Side 
of the E/be, from their being feated ilt the 
Entrance of that River. The 'lurks, to the 
Polfeffion of the whole German Empire, be­
cau[e they are Mafiers of the Mouth of the 
Danube: And the Cham of Tartary might as 
jufily make a Grant of the Empire of Rujji'a, 
under the Name of Tartariana, from his 
polfdling the Mouth of the Wolga. 

The SjJ{l7liards, who have ever prefcrved 
their Right to South America unquefi:ioned, 
(even by the French themfe1ves) have there a 
Circumference ofCoafi:, of above 22,000 Miles. 
They do not permit any European Nation to 
polTers or inhabit the leafl Spot of it. Nor does 
any other people fo far queftion their Right to 
it, a, to make any Attempt of this So~t. There 
are Hhnds and Countries above 1,000 Miles 
difiant from any of the Spanijb Colonies or 
Habitations, and yet, They do not permit any 
Foreigners to pofi'efs or inhabit them. Ttte 
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Scotch Settlement at Darien is a glaring Proof 
of this, being Ibore remote from any of their 
Inhabitants, than the French, in North Ame­
rica, are from ours. Shall then the Spa­
nijh Title, to fo vaft a Part of America, and to 
fuch a mighty Circumference of Co aft, be fa­
cred and inviolate; and that of Great Britain 
only, be queftioned and infulted, which has 
not above 1500 Leagues of Coaft, from the 
North of Hudfons Bay, to the Southward, 
round Cape Florida, to the Confines of ~Mexico? 
And !hall We, the greatefi Naval Power in the 
World, clofe the prefent glorious War, with­
out our being made perfectly lecure, for the 
future, againfl: fuch unjuilifiable and barba­
rous lncroachments as the French have made 
upon thofe indifputable Rights, which We, 
under the Aufpices of his M3jeily, ani his 
'succeiTors; ought to enjoy un/l,oldreJ ? 

FIN I S. 
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