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RELIGICN NOT

By Cluristianity I mean the Gospel of
Jesus Christ, the supernatural revelation of
Gol respecting the salvation of sinners—
By Religion I menn the natural theories of
man; such a belief in a Superior heing,
and judginent to be passed upon him in a
future state, as will lead Lim to propitiate
the power which is to judge him. It
would be difficult to find any one who
was not influenced by some sense of reli-
gion, in this latter sense of the term.—
Every one, however ignorant of the Gospel,
has some religion of his own; sometimes
it may be Christianity, sometimes a modifi-
cation of Christianity, frequently a base
counterfeit of it, and more frequently a
most absurd compound of error and super-
stition.

Now, my fellow sinners, as T desire that
you should be not only religious but Chris-
tian, T purpose setting hefore you in an
elementary way, the distinctive principles
aud peculiar doctrines of Christianity. 1
shall on this occasion make a few intro-
ductmy remarks in the shape of sugges-
tive materials of thought, addressed L]lleﬂ\'
to the young, which, may the Lord bless
and make instrumental in bringing you
all into the faith of those who were first
called Christians at Antioch. Is it not
surprising that the majority of professing
Christians do not know what Chris-
tianity is; is it not more surprising that the
majority of professedly Christian instruc-
tors, instead of teaching the distinctive
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principles, doctrines, and dutics of Chris-
tianity, teach ihe ethies and duaties which
are common to Heathen, Jewish, Pagan
and all falte wyatemns of Leljef. luuno‘
peaple, who bive no definite ideas upun
suelr subjects, are not aware that almost alt
Leathen philosophers inculeated virtue and
morality, and that the Pugan devotee is
far more influenced by his religion, than the
majority of those Cliristians whose sin-
cerity weare enabled to form i judgment of
by observing their usual manuner of life.

It Christianity rests upon certain funda-
mental principles, surely C‘hristians should
know what the first principles of their re-
ligion are.  Most people believe (‘luisLianity
to be true as a system, while few know
what the }xeculmx truths of Chiristianity
ave.  “T appeal,” writes Hanuah Moore,
“to clergymen who are called to attend
dying beds, do they not find, that the per-
sons to w 110111 they are mlhe'«mg them-
selves, have no first principles to which
they canbe referred, that they are ignorant,
not only of the seience Lut the language of
Christianity.”  Were you to ask the ac-
mmph%hul youne lady w hose education was
finished at a first class school  what
Cliristianity is, perhaps she wouil auswer
that it was the relicion of Christians, and
perhaps with ne more aceurate knowledge
of the Qulggct than if she had said that
Hindooisn is the religion of Hindoos.

All preaching and otler religious in-
struction is vague and superficial, out of
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place, unless the peculiar doctrines and
principlesof Christianity are understood by
the hearer. If real instruction is to be
eiven it must ecommence il the point where
present knowledge ends. That young
lady’s minister assumed a higher degree of
l\nowkdwe than she actually po\semed —
We mu\t lay the foundation if we would
provide for the security of the superstruc-
ture. I am convinced thnt much of the
infidelity, rationalism, il seeptician of our
age I8 in o great measure attributable to
rletbctwe lxubllc instruction, defective he-

cause not sufficiently elementary and ex-
pository,  There is far too mueh vagne,
nere moral, exliortatory preaching addres-
sed to the feelings, and far too little clear
distinetive Seripture teaching.  The loose
gospelling, vague and neentive theolooy of
all churches has t: wght the world the first
principles  of infidal; ty, Ly suppressing,

spiritualizing and L\pl.umu'» away all Lhc
express teaching and pos dtive theolooy of
the Bible—thus sceptics have Leen em-
Loldened to caivy out tirwse principles |t
which the chureh has sanctioned to thois
tullest development in the alsolute deninl
of every truth which distinguishes Chris-
tianity from ull human systems of religion.
Primitive Christian practice collaisted in
obeying from the heart the Jurne of doe-
trive which was delivered,  Modern re-
ligious practice =omsista in believing whitt
we plewse, and doing what we like, )

The people, who seldom study theology
or their Bibles, nre lett in mm}wuli OIS
norance of the Jm\l priveiples of Clhedstinnivy.
Texts are selected as mottoes, but the mind
of the Spirit in tlu; vontext, = not souoht
afier, or the primary app Miestion of ihe
Linguaze as a whole s not elucidated ;
]muw in the midst of relivious pnn]cw
there is a deplorable Jack of Hziipturc
knowledge and intermittent exciteinent in-
stead of tustruetion in righteousness. Ty
order to ascortain whal  dist nettishes
Christianity from all vy syelems of
religion, we must seak m\tx uction from the
infallible authority of S riplure. Without
this ackvowledged standard of trath there
can be no first lmllunl 24, no forndation to
build arguments upon, no piviaisesto draw
conclusions from. AH lL‘]I'HOUStlHT]‘ must
be tested, not by their mere uniformity and
agreament with ethieal theorios, but with
the Scriptures. Couformity  with God’s
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word is the only infallible test of truth in
doctrine or practice. The question res-
peeting all moral and religious subjects is
not their abstract truthfulness and reason-
ableness, but this—are they Seriptural ¢—
However conclusively and inductively we
may reason upon the subject of religion, if
our principles or premises are taken from
other authority than the Bible, our con-
clusions are unsound and worthless. A
serics of propositions, results and conclu-
sions may Dbe logically trua and consistent
with each other, and yet false; so all sys-
tems of religion which do not derive their
principles from the Bible, however harmoni-
ous and consistent with their own laws, are
unsound and worthless.  Theology has
added no vew truth to Christianity Lut a
vast amount of error. Christianity is the
religion of the Bille, therefore the distine-
tive principles and genius of Christianity
must Le learned from the Bible. We must
helieve ull things in the Bible and prove
all thines flom the Bible. Few have
taken their first nnpxe%mm of religion
from the Bible, hence such ignorance and
difference of opinion among professing
Christians.

The religious instruction generally given
to young peisons is based upon 1atmnal
rather thfm Seriptural principles.  Chris-
tian parents teach their chillren natural,
not evangelical religion; they are afraid to
aust God with His own truth, The doe-
trines of grace eannot be understood by
the child, therefore they are not to be
; Pelagianism and Socinianism are
tairg it Leeause, perbaps, being helter suited
to heinan nature they find a readier recep-
ton i the young mind.  But the religion
of Gnd, communieated to tlie soul 15 a
supernatural act, and the same Almighty
encroy is alike displayed in the impartation
of this prineiple to the mind of the parent
as of theebild.  Thevatural man recelveth
wot the things of the Spirit of tfod—
Freept ye veccive the bingdom of God as
a lttle child, ye cunnot enter therein.
Had our Lord revealed to Nicodemus wlen
a youth, the myutery of the new birth,
pe 113(\1)5 instead of dnulmn(ﬂy asking how
cait 1hese things be, he would have behevcd
and said, like little Sannel, “speak Lord
Jor thy sercont hearcth) In order to
adapt religions justruction to the comypre-
hension of the young, mere natural religion
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is taught, anl the seedsof seepticism sown
which must be rooted out in after years to
plant the incorruptible seed of the Word,
These obvious truisms especially demand
attention from the rising generation of our
very liberai age, who are lud to think that
the only consistent views of religion are to
hold no views at all, that religious consis-
teucy is illiberality, and a sacred jealousy
for God's truth is Ligetry, whose minds are
so leavened with the political creed that
we ean ouly be orthodox Christians by
prrying equal reverance to all forms of faith,
false or true.  How few in any corminunity
have any decidad religious views or even
aim, it they aim at anything at all, higher
than mere regalarity of life; how few are
able (o give an answer to every wan that
askell their reason for the hope that is <n
thew.  Are not people mostly of opinion
that all modes of rcligious lelief are
equally safe; through the death of Christ
Gtod 15 rendered s» merciful there is a
greneral Impunity in sin, and all will meet
in heaven at last, however far they are on
earth trom that newness of life, that fuith,
chat repentance wnto salvation, that narrow
way and straight gate, which the anthor
of Christianily has assured us few shall
find. Our Lord asserts as cxpressly that
they who believe not the truths of the
Gospel shall be damned, as that they who
believe them shall be saved.  Isit not then,
of the utmost importance that we should
clearly distingunish between the veligion of
God and the inventions of man.

Religion, divinity, and theology are Latin
and Greek terms of heathen origin, although
custom and use have fixed their sense to
Christian doctrines taken oul of the Serip-
wures.  The most ancient heathen writers
were called Theologues, the Egyptians and
Chaldeans had their theology.  Chris-
tianity, then, is generally a religion—
specially, the religion of Christians.—
Religion, correctly speaking, should be
considered either as heathen or Christian,
natural or supernatural: the one is from
the light of nature, the other from divine
vevelation. The Persians, Greeks, and an-
¢ient Britons, with their Druids, Bards and
‘Vates were far more religious than modern
Christians.  All nations have somereligion.
Almost all wars have been religious wars.
The first man who ever ded, died for re-
Lgion. The followers of fulse religions

-
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have ever been more zealous than the
Christian members of the ehureh of Clod,
Dil you ses a poor delulded Hindoo Tying
on a bed of spikes, propitiating his goils,
however you might pity the absurdity of
his behief, you could not doubt the sin-
cerity of his devotion.  Who more strictly
religious than those to whom our Lord
said, “ the publicans and harlots go into
the kingdom of God Lefore yon  Tana-
tius Loyolu was more religions, sacrificed
more, ahd did more for his church than
any hundred Drotestants have done since
for Christ.  Leuis XIV. of France, and
Tenry VIIL of Englind, were not the
best exponents of Christitnity, yet Loth
were very religious, the one was so very
devout and recdar in the forms of wor-
ship as to be styled *Most Christinn;”
the other, « Defender of the Fuith,”  His
Protestant daughter, Elizabeth, was very
religions and a great admirer of the Bible.
«T walk,” said she, “many times in the
pleasant fields of the Holy Seriptures,
where I pluck up the goodlisome herbs of
sentences by pruning, eat them by reading,
digest them by musing, so that having
tasted their sweelness, I may less perceive
the Ditterness of life”  But her last
moments lead us to fear, notwithstanding
her admiration of the Scriptures, that she
was ignorant of the most precious and dis-
tinguishing truth which could alone speak
peace to her troubled conscicuce—salva-
tion by the blood of Jewus Christ.  When
dying she cried out * An inch jof time—
millions of money for an inch of time.”
She had been used to have a mnew dress
every day, and had ten thousand costly
dresses in her wardrobe, yet her soul was
naked, she had not the wedding garment,
the fine linen clean and white whech is the
righteousness of saints. Valueless then
was all her beautiful metaphor and classic
learning, while ignorant of that truth
which can turp the hut of the beggar into
the palace of God—the truth which ena-
bled the poet Cowper’s poor village lace
girl to

« Rejoice, and read with zparkling eyes,

Her title clear to mansions in the skies,"—

the truth which enabled another Elizabeth,
the poor Dairyman’s Daughter, upon her
dying bed of straw, to exclaim—« Victory,
viclory, through our Lord Jesus Christ—
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His blood cleanseth from all sin.” Her
soulwas ready in full dress for the mariage
supper, arrayed in the royal tobe of her
Redecmer'srighteousness. She was, indeed,
a King's danghter all glorious within, and
she now beholds the King in his beanty.
‘Cain and Abel represent the two classes

Into which the world is divided—mnatural
Natural religion may

be considered either as it was ju Adam,

and supernatural.

before the fall, or as it is in Lis posterity
since the fall.  Supernutural, or what ix by
pure revelation, was first signified in the
prophetic declaration of merey pronounced
by God to the serpent—“ 1, the seed of
the woman, shall bruise thy head.)—
These mystical worls reveal the sum of
evangelical religion, and contuin the germ
of Clristianity, the incarnation of the
Messiall and salvation by His blood.  This
kind of Theology was more clearly de-
veloped by those significant types, the skins
of slain beasts, which our first parents wore,
beautiful emblems of the Dblood-bought
robe of salvation, the wedding garment of
the redeemead, the justifying righteousness
of Christ, which God puts upon His people.
Abel was a believer in Evangelical religion,
he approached God as a sinner, he brouht
blood the typical sacrifice for sin.  Cuain
was an unbeliover in revealed relivion, still
ho performed a religious act, he laid an
offer upon God's altar, and certainly, o a
natural mind, a more hecoming one than
the hlood of an inmocent animal; but he
sclf-righteonsly despised the sacrifice which
the Lord ordained for sin, and rationally
deemed his first fruits bhetter.  Sah ation
by blood, was foolishness to Cain as it was
‘to the Plarisees, and is to thousands of
very religious, moral and orthodox people
aow, who Lave ¢ zeal of God, bwt not ac-
cording to knowledye, who being ignorant
of God’s righteousness are going ubout to
establish their own righteousness, and will
not submit themselves unto the righteousness
of God. This distinguishing truth of
Christianity, which Cain stumbled at, is
till the rock of offence, the hard saying,
the offence of the cross to the mnatural
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cised to discern spiritual things, the power
of God and the wisdom of God.

« Such was the wicked reasoning Cain,
And such by nature still are we;

Until by grace we've horn again,
Faithless, blind, and proud as he.

Like him, the way of grace we slight,
And in omr own devices trust;
Call evil good, and darkness light,
Aud hate and persecute the just.”
What Luther said of Popery 1s true of
self-righteousness, «Every man is borh
with a pope in his heart.” Every man is
born with a Cain in his heart. The cross
has ever been to the many foolishness, but
it is the wisdom of (lod. Philosophy
uever propounded this doctrine, science
never“discerned it, reasou never guessed at
it, man's wisdom never devised it—no, God
revealed it.

This is the cardinal doctrine of Chris-
fianity, the Gospel truth wlich, if a man
ivnorant of theology as the thief on the
cross believes, and were to die the next
moment, he possesses that knowledge
which is essential to salvation: ignorani of
all other truths of Christianity and know-
ing this in a very small measure, the be-
liever knows the way of acceptance with
an offended God, How man can be justi-
fled with (fod. How a holy and just God
who will in no way clear the guilty does
clear, pardon, justify, sanctify, glorify
ouilty, vile, hell-deserving sinners. Exod.
xxxiv. 7. "The apparent contradiction, pre-
sented in this passage, can alone harmonize
God's attributea of justice and mercy in
the zsinner’s salvation.  This plan of salva-
tion shows us how God can pardon the
vilest of sinners without clearing the guilty;
how Gud can be just to his holy law and
the justifier of the ungodly; it enables the
guiltiest wretch on earth to hope for par-
don, and lift up his head before the tribunal
of Jehovah with the confidence of an
angel, not upon a plea of mercy only, but
of justice, satisfied justice. ~Christ, as
surety, became responsible for the law-debt
of His people, he became amenable to law
and justice for the sins of all believers.

But if God does not clear the guilty,
how 1loes He forgive iniquity; if He for-
gives iniguity, must ITe not clear the guilty.
One word solves the problem—atonement ;

mind, but to those whose senses are exer- i Jesus @hrist as the snners surety and sub-
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stitute, took on him our sins and thus, by
imputation was esteerned virtually guilty:
the sins of all beliovers arve fully atoned
for by Jesus beemning their surety, their
sins are impi.ted to ITim, His vighteousness
imputed to them; thus, His name is called
Jesus hecause [le saves His people from
their sins.  Henee, God in pardoning be-
lievers doss not clear the guilty because in
the eyve of a satisfied Jaw they are innocent;
as guilty, they have been punished in the
death of Christ, the legally  accounted
one. This Go-pel plan of saving sinners
is not a tenet, u sincle doctrine off ('hris-
tianity but Chuistianity itself; it alone ex-
hibits God infinitely just aud infinitely mer-
citul, and makes salvation whoily of grice
without works of any kind, as nc«:c;s:ll'y
for ils veception.  In this doctrine weercy
and truth meet together, vighteorsness wd
peace kisseachother.  Thisis Christianity,
and all systens of religion that suppress,
modify or adulterate this doctrive are
Christianity’s buse counterfeit, dishonora-
Lle to the finiched work of Churist.

All menignorant of the Gospel, although
most devout religionists, worship like the
Athenians an unknown God, and hate the
just and holy God of the Bible. The
God of the natural man, is no more the
just and terrible Grod of the Bible, who
will not clear the guilty, than the Osiris of
the Egyptians, or the Jupiter of the
Greeks.  Thebelief of the Gospel, can'alone
give us correct views of the character of
God aud ourselves.  Upon the ideas which
men form of God’s character depends the
character of thetr religion,

How can man be justified with God, is
a question of such eterual moment, that
none should rest il they have it satisfac-
torily answered to their own souls.  Therc
is in every one of you u conviction that
you need a rightecusnews in which to
stand before Him, who s of purer cyes
than to behold iniquity. But while this
conviction I1s universal as humanity, there
are very few, even among morall - living
Christians, who seriously set about the
consideration of this subject, and still fewer
who understand what Ged in merey has
revealed concerning it.  And I might add,
fewer atill who teach this blessed doctlrine
as the sinuers only ground of hope.—
While all professing  Christians acknow-
lodge a belief in Chri-t’s atonement to be
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some way necessary to salvation, yet com-
paratively few, even members of the cliurch,
upon a dying hed can tell how Clirist’s
work Lecomes eflectual for the salvition,
peace, comfort and assurancs of the indi-
vidual sinner,  Fromn a tofal ignorance of
this blessed doctrine of substitution, which
was Puuls sheet anchor, (Philip il 9,)
sicle and dying persons invariably seck com-
fort from their evidences, experieuces, faith,
tonee, amd weod Jife, These are poor
saviowrs—ads rable ¢ forters are ye al.
They build their hepes upon smnething
within themsclses fnstead of without them-
selves, they minke a saviour of their feel-
g, or their fuith, instead of Christ, The
question with them is not whut they
Leliove, but fow they feel.  Faith s a
moral quality s no muae the vroand, or
meritortoug cause of  onr salvition than
works,  Faith is the wedium  throuch
which the sinner reccives the righteousuess
which makes the sinner just.  Zet Tsroel
Lope in the Lord, for aeith Him s plente-
ous redemption, and He will vedecm [srael
Jrom all his iniquities, My soul doth
wail upon the Lowd, und in His word do T
Lope.  Christ, and the promises of Giod,
are the sinners ground of hope and conso-
lation. The evidenees of the Spirit's work
within us, our taith, experience or suncti-
fication, are not the ground of our hopo—
no Christ is our hope, who of God is made
wnto us wisdom, and righteowsiness, and
sanctification, and redenption.

From the wilde spread conviction of
guilt and in-dwelling =in, and .from ig_no—
rance of Gol's revealed plan of saving
guilty sinners, men now, :uu,'l inevery age,
have gone about to estabhsh thuu: own
righteousness.  Itwas in pursut of this that
Cain offered to God the fruit of his labor,
Tt was in pursuit of this, that Lh'e hez}then,
in their bloody rites offered their ch]ldrep
in sacrifices to their idols; giving the fruit
of their bodies for the sin of their souls.—
[t is in pwmsuit of this that the Hindoo
hopes, by self-imposed tortures, to com-
mend himself to his deities—"Twas after
this that the Jew busied Limself in fulfill-
ing ail the outward performances of the
ceremonial ritual and, forgetful of the
spirituality of the Jaw, was scrupulous only
as {o its letter—'Tis after this that the
Romanist subjects himself to the yoke of
lewsl bondage, to fastings and penances,
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and mortifications, believing that by these
he can merit grace and increase of glory.—
“Tis in pursuit of this that the Socinian,
who dares to reject the Deity and Atone-

ment of the Saviour preaches a lifeless,

morality and spreads his pinions in the
presumptuous hope.of passing, in his own
strength, the gulf between earth and
heaven.—It is in pursait of this, that
-comntless multitudes of religious people,
Protestants  forsooth, do nany things
and kear the word gladly amd arve very
religious, while they mistake the form of
godliness for its living power.  Alas, it is
not only in systems opeuly opposed to
Chnstl'lmty that this spirit may e traced,
it lies at the root.of much of the Theology
that claims an orthodox desceat, and is the
sery essence of the faith of many a.one to
‘whom the name of Protestant is a boast,
and by whom the charge of Socinian
teaching would beconsidered a libel.  How
anany thousand sermons are passed off for
Evangelical, which might be preached ac-
<eptably to professedly Socinian congrega-
tions.

What is it but this jgnorance of Christ
when a sinper is startled by the approach
of death, and is forced geriously to con-
sider Iis prospects with respect to cternity,
that makes Lim look back upon an honora-
‘ble course, a good, useful, temperate life, a
blameless walk; and seck in a retrospact
-of the past for comfort, or rather reluge
from the accusations of conscivnce—or
again, when the spirit is pleading with the
sinner, convinding him of sm, of judyment
and of righteowsness, what Linders Lim
from at once embrzcing the Gospel, and
sinner as he i, going to Jewus for pardon
and justification, suying Lord remember
ame—Lord if thou wilt thou canst make
me clean. This is all my Theslogy.

“ Just as T am, and waiting not,

To cleanse my sounl from oue fonl hlut,

To Thee, whose blood ean cleanse cuch spot,
0 Lamb of God, I come.”

‘What but this, that in the retrospect of tlia
past he has nothing in himself on which
to lean.  In the one case there is a {ilse
hepe cheri-hed from the funcied supposi-
tion of 1nerit bk 10 the oilicr, rveal |
hope is 1-«4'}@'1\@«1, from a consciousness that
no spch merit exists.

.
|
|
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acceptance with God prevails, and the same
apirit operates which influenced the yourg
man in the Gospel, when he came to
Christ enquiring, What shall [ do that T
may inherit eter nal life.  Ignorance of the
justifying nghteousnms of sinners, the
righteousness of (od, in contra-distinction
to the righteousness of the law; Christ’s
nﬁhteousne« is the rwhteousneqs of God,

for Christ is God, Rom jil. 20—25. Here
we have the 1ny<terv of godliness expldm-
ed.  Hooker, with beautiful eonciseness,
thus expresses this mystery,—¢ Man sinned :
God suffered—God became man's sin,
that man might be made the righteousness
of God.” Mom]xty is essential to the
Christian chardcter, but morality is not
Christianity. Christian morality implies
a belief in the doctrines of the New Testa-
ment, so that the duties of Clristianity
may be scen to grow out of its doctrines.
Christian practice differs as essentially from
Pagan practice as do the doctrines of
Christianity from Paganism.  Almost
every Heathen moralist has recommended
tﬂmpemme, and the for crn'eness of injuries,
but none have ever taurfht men to be tem-
perate, and to forgive upon Gospel prinei-
ples. How could they? They have never
t'uwht men to forgive because we have been
f)]u]\en—thN i3 pecuh ar to Chuistianity—
tlm flows from the doctrine of the Atone-
ment, and can flow {rom nothing ele.
Mom]]t\' { life and outward decorum, the
law of pubhc opinion requires from us.—
Outward decorum, however, is not the rule
whereby we shall be judged at the bar of
God, whers e amiable Chiistian and the
moml Heuathen are accouuted alike un-
righteous when destitute of Christ’s right-
eousness,

There ave many in the religious world
eminent for their zeal, and the high tone
of morality that pervades their Wonls and
actions, vet the fear of God is not before
their eyes, the love and kuowledge of God,

as their covenant and reconciled God in
Clirist Jesuy, i3 not shed abioad in their
hearts by the Moly Ghost. We ca

imagine a faultless moval characier, the
very twin sister of Solomon’s model wife,
of whoin it wi!, other durghlers have
doue virtuonsly, Lub thou.eeccilest then all
—a very paragon of mnatural perfection,

In both these ca~es, | one who had kept all the commaudments

the same ignoranee of the Gospel plan of "from Ler youth up; one wham Jesus could
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have loved, whose pure mind was never
sullied by an uncliaste thought, whose eyes
are ever clo-ed against vanity, whose holy
ears are ever stopped to the siren voice of
the world; like the Hely of holies in the
Temple, none but the high ypriest must
enter there. Yet such a faultless charac-
ter, if destitute of the vital actuating
principle of the Gospel, the holy Law
of God pronounces radically defective,
corrupt, dead in trespasses and sins.—
Alas, how many such perfect characters
may find the door shut against them, and
miss heaven at last, Luke xiil. 25. How
many of noble and royal blood will be glad
to take hold of the skirt of Mary Magda-
lene in that awful day when the last s/l
be first and the first last, when the fith
and offscouring of the earth shall be
Leralded among the aristocracy of heaven.
But do not suppose me for one moment to
imply, that it is not incumbent upon the
Clivistian teacher to enforce the necessity
of morality and good works. Nothing is
more foolsh than the antipathy cvineed
by some religionists to the preaching of
morality, as 1t it infrinced upon the doc-
trines of grace.  Would to God there was
more pure morality preached. If indeed,
it be a cold, heartless philosophic virtue
detached from thic Gospel and independent
of its influence, show it the door, lot it e
excluded from the sanctuamy. Such a
philosoply of morals presents erroneotss
views of the condition of inan, and the
character of God, it appeals not to the ve-
vealed will of God as the standard of right
and wrone, and enforces the obligations of
virtue, rather from the considerations of
fecling, honor, intevest, public opinion and
worldly policy, them from those Ligher,
nobler, purer motives which Jehoval ad-
dresses to us in His Word. DBut if it be
a morality founded upon Christian prinei-
ple, and looking directly to thewillof God
as its ruler, and the glory of God as its
cnl, it is assuredly a proper subject for the
pulpit and suited to the state of man, as a
fallen creature. Christians are become se
like the heathen in their pructice, they
need to Le reminded frequently, with a
verily, verily, that the Lord Jesus Christ
gave Himself for us not only that He
wight redeem us from ol iniquity, bat also
to purify unln Himself « peculear peo ple
zealous of good works.
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It is much to be deplored tlat our
zealous philanthropists and praiseworthy
advocates of virtus and temperance, so
seldom draw their arguments from the New

Testament. The total absence of Gospel
principle in the cause of “total abstinence,”
would make it appear that our popular
lecturers deemed Christianity a drac on
the chariot wheels of enlightened mof:nlity
and human progress.  Every body knows
inebricty is in direct antagonism to the
whole letter and tenor of the Seriptures
yet nolbody knows who has read the New
Testament, that a class of wine or anything
else, is absolutely forbidden. The precept-;
of the Gospel are general in their applica-
tion, and not particular. The Gospel en-
joins habits of temperance, solwiety in all
things, yet there is no special cammand in
regard to dietetics,  The Apostla Peter’s
injunction, be sober is general, not particu-
lar, moral, not plivsical.” Be not intoxicated
with pleasure, business, sensualitv. or sin.
This mental inebricty is as inim'ir»u,s to the
soul's health as physical dissipation to the
Loy, it exeludes Gl from the thoughts
and drowns all heavenly aspimti(m:.———
“ Society, society,” said Madame De Stael,
“how it renders the mind fiivolons, and
the heart hard, avd makes us Iive for what
people will say of ug” The person who
indulzes freely in the world’s sparkling cup
of pleasure and fashionalle caiety, is drunk
all the year round, ever tippling, never
sober night or doays ever intoxicated with
the mental alcolio] of impure literature,
stupeficd with the pnisonous fumes and
(‘i:ul'\':lti'llg effeets of vicious company and
corrupting  amusements, in which many
total abstainers indulae, whe desecrate the
'Lord’s day in plesicure excursions and other
interperate revellings.  Tha Gespel re-
quives ws to abstain from all appearance
of evil, and tells us that all things are low-
Jul, butnot eapedirnt.  The Gospel requires
not only c/rcumcision of the flesh, but of
the Leart.  Abstinence from anv sensual
gratification beeause <uch is injurious to
plysical health, or prejudicial o character
and advancement in life, and not hecauze
such is forbidden by (*hiist, is the mere cir-
cumeision of the {lesh, aninfluene-
ep by these motives is a nominal, nat a real
Cluishian 5 a letier, not a spirit Christian: for
i not being tufluenced by the love of Christ,
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he is scarcely distinguishable from an ab-
stemious Pagan. How many from over-
looking this distinction wmistake reformation
of character for change of heart! They
imagine because they have outwardly re-
nounced intemperance and gross vices, they
are inwardly Christ's disciples. Because
they have kept out of the hands of the
police, they are Christ’s freemen, and re-
newed in the Spirit of their minds. The
“lock-up” and the. “stocks,” are far more
efficicnt reformers than the « pledge,” yet
most unsuceessful preachers of righteous-
ness.

A celebrated temperance lecturer in
proving, that the pledge was not enough,
candidly, honestly, and above all conven-
tional prejudices, wiites thus— Out of the
many thousands of intemperate men who
signed the pledge under me very fow kept
it to the end, unless they heenme new crea-
tures in Jesus Christ.  Move recently, those
who became desnkards cannot at all be de-
pended updn, unless they also become
Christians,  Of those who have signed the
pledge within a few years, not one has re-
mained firm unless they took Jesus as their
Prophet, Priest and King.”

One of the most powerful preachers of
any age tried the experiment of moral
preaching for twelve years, and afterwards
made the following emphatic declaration,
«I could expatiate on the meunness of dis-
honesty, on the villany of falschood, on
the despicable arts of calumny,on all those
deformities of character which awaken in-
dignation against the pests and disturbers
of human society. Now, could I, upon
the strength of those expostulations, have
got the thief to give up his stealing, and
the liar his deviations from truth, it never
cceurred to me that all this might have
been done, and yet the soul of every
hearer have remained in full alienation
from God, as destitute of the essence of
religious principle as ever. But the in-
teresting tact is, that dwing the whole of
that period in which I made no attempt
against the enmity of the carnal mind to
Guod, I certainly did press the reformations
of honour and truth, and integrity among
my penple, but I never once heard of any
such reformations being effected ; I am not
sensible that all the vehemence with which
T urced the virtues and propricties of
social life, had the weight of a feather on
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the morul habits of my parishioners.”—
Hore is an honest confession of a great
nmind. Yes, it was not till this eminent
philosopher, Dr. Chalmers, learned the
Gospel from the old woman of Kilmany, in
the humble cottages of his flock, it was not
till some God-instructed Aquilla or Pris-
cilla taught this mighty Apollos the way
of the Lordmore perfectly, that he became
impressed with the strictness of God’s law
and the utter alienation of man’s heart; it
was not till he urged upon his hearers as
lost, guilty, perishing sinners the doctrines
of Grace, and told them of the righteous-
ness of God, that he saw anv salutary
change in their morals, ’

But, do I disapprove of total abstinence,
no, in no wise, I commend the practice,
not only from a glass of wine even for the
stomach’s sake, but from all those horrible
decoctions which the Temperance faculty
prescribe, which are more demoralizing to
the stomach than wine, and not so benefi-
cal for our oft infirmities. I disapprove,
however, of enforcing abstinence upon
Lieathen principles.

But to return, how is this righteousness
to be had? 1t ds unto all, and upon all
thew that believe, for there is no difference,
be they heathen or Christian, bond or free,
poor or rich, ignorant or learned, mean or
noble, vicious or virtuous, intemperate or
temperate. The crowned monarch and the
ermined judge must wear it; the poor
woman at the washtub, and the captive in
the dungeon m(g wear tlis royal raiment—
all must have it/ iy fellow-sinners, all who
will be sayved!!

This is Christianity, this is the truth of
the Gospel, and I thank God, that this
Dlessed truth is beautifully and explicitly
set forth in the formularies of the Church,
of which I am a minister. ¢« We are ac-
counted righteous before God, only for the
merit of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ,
by fuith, and not for our own works and
deservings, (11th Article,)  This is the
Gospel which Christ came down to our
world to reveal, the Gospel which the
Apostles preached and martyrs sealed with
their blood by which saints lived, and upon
wlich they rested their souls for time and
eternity. The Gospel, which in the early
days of Christianity erumbled heathenism
to ruins, and in the sixteenth century re-
stored the religion of the Bible to its
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primitive purity. Many reject it, and
laugh at its simplicity ; others derpise
and mock it as if it would lead to licentious-
ness. DBut they, who taught by the Holy
Spirit, have felt the plague of the heart’s
lusts, and understand its soul comforting
efficacy, they who know it in the truth and
power thereof, know that the belief of this
despised doctrine, i3 the most powerfully
constraining motive to good works and
holiness of life—the governing principle
which causes a man to give hiwmself up,
body, soul, and spirit to his God—they
know that it is this alone which gives peace,
happiness, hope—they know that if this
distingunishing truth of Christianity s
known and savingly believed—enough; if
this unknown—worthless all religion and
theology beside.

May God the Spirit teach you all this
truth, and give you peace in believing it.—
Search the Scriptures, make them your
authoritative standard, and learn then from
God the nature of true religion. While
all Christians acknowledge the authority of
the Bible in words, many virtually ignore
it. Few teach the whole of the Bible;
men from prejudice, party-spirit, expedi-
‘ency, or self-righteousness resort to sup-
pressions, modifications, adulterations, re-
conciliations, pious frauds, and I know not
what of palpable denialsand contradictions
of God’s truth. They call this criticism,
which means just this—T don’t lLike what
God has said, therefore I will make God
speak what I like. Thus people can make
any passage of Scripture to mean anything
‘that they desire. Salmasius distinguisherd
for his profound and extensive learning,
after a life of laborious criticism has left
these remarkable words for our admonition
~—¢Had I one year more to live, all that time
would be spent in 1eading the Psalms of
David and Epistles of Paul.”

If any man will do His will, Le shall
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Inow of the doctrine whetler it be of God,
The humble docrs of God’s will, and the
praverful readers and hearers of His word,
generally know all that is essential to sal-
vation; and usually find that the more
diligently they practice the precepts of
Cliristianity the letter they understand itg
doctrines,  Fle that doeth righteousness is
righteous.  Not every ome that saith
unto me, Lord, Lerd, shall enter into
the kingdom of Heaven, but he that
doeth the will of my Futher which s
in Heaven.  Coleridge has well eaid,
“ Qur fellow-creatures can sonly  judye
what we are by what we do; but in the
eye of our Maker, what we s is of no
worth except as it flows from what we are.
Unless works are done from Christian mo-
tives, and the worker is an accepted believer
in Christ, they are not acceptabl: with God.
The right discrimination of religious
character i3 very useful now, when it is
the fashion to pay homage to Christianity,
with a heail master, and yot deny it the
tribute and the influence which it claims
over the heart and affections—when it is
fashionable to assume it< garb, ape its
manners, and mimic its rites and cere-
monies, but very unfashionable to practice
its duties, participate in its self-denying
spirit, and lofty, heaven-aspiring avoidance
of every carnal and worldly conformity.

I trust that these remarks may Jead you
to a serious consideration of this all-impor-
tant subject; if you, dismissing all prejudice
and sectarian bias, and rejecting all human
authority, go to the Bible as a sinner and
not as a eritie, with a single cve to the
truth, the Spiit will guide you into «ll
truth, and give you a right understandiny
in all things.

May it be so with us. May we know
more and more of the love of Christ, which

passeth knowledge, that we may be filled
with all the fulness of God.
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