


FI'om "It:trtin JfclJ'l ill , late of Ji'c1plutln, Sllsse,r, c,trpentr'I', 

who Emi!Jrated with the Petworth Pal'ty to Uppel' Canad't, 

and sailed ./i'om Portsmouth in the Ship Lonl "'fe/ville, 

April 11 tho 1832, lakin:; with him his TVife and sLr: Chi!~ 

dren. 

SIR, 

'You have, no doubt, expectecl to hear from me long' 
before this time, but the re,t:;)n I did Ilot semI sooncr \V'l.', 
that I h:d Ilflt secn ellllug'h of the cun"tr\,. To '2;in' \"ill! a 
short description of our v()yagc, we hac! a n~l:r rough 01lL'; COIl

tilllnllv wimb blowing' a2;ainst us so much, that before Wi' 

arri,'eli to the banks ~f :'<ewfotlntlhllcl, we w:tS abo\'e 7111} 
miles too far to the south: ,t.,,\ 011 the 2nd. ;\iay, about half 
past -± o'c!oc.k in the morning, all at a smUc'1l crush, the 
whole of the births on the larhoanl side of the ship fell down, 
but no Olle happened to be hurt, but caused a confusion ill 
the ship: this brought the captain to his senses, for he nevcr 
laid the ship to till this happened: but from this time, till 
the next mornin!;, she was laid to under a close reefe!l 
milin top sail. Bllt I hope "hat I have said about this will 
not dishearten anyone from crossin,!; the Atlantic, for I as
sure you, that I had so much cOllfidence in a ship, that I 
would give the preference to tl'avellinf; by water. VVe was 
just 8 weeks from Portsmouth harbour till we arrived at 
Montreal, which town i~ a lar,c;e flourishing and "cry fast im
proving place; immense quantitie~ of merchandise exported 
and importel: to and from this place. "Ye st,"id there a few 
days, and then we started in the boat for York in {;pper 
Canada, which we reached in about a week. This passage 
is a very ditJicult one, on account of the different rapids in the 
river St. Lawrence: and whoever should come this way to 
America, I should advise them to travel by land from MOIl
treal to Prescot, and 'wait there for their luggage; and from 
Prescot to York there is steam boats which will take luggage 
and passengers in about a day and a half. But this land tran~\
ling will not do for a poor person. The expence from :Montreal 
to York for one passenger, which is 450 miles, 19s. 7 d. I ar
l'ivecl at York, the capital of Upper Canada, anel was much sur .. 



priced to see such a large town: the tratle, and the mallY great 
shops of all sorts, is quite equal to Chichester, but the town I 
think is larger, some of the streets 2~ ::1i1(,8 in It'llgth; there I 
st::Lyed ah01;t ::L week, but did not like to settle there. I agaill 
sl-t'ofl:' ill the steam boat for Hamilton, which is quite at the 
west end of Lake Ontario; and this is altSo a flourishing 
place, but a slllall to\\,I1: here yon will see the farmers come 
riding in and out of this place, with as good bre~d of horses 
as in EnglanG. I staid here six weeb, travclllllg by land 
from Hamilton to Gllelph, where I lilay perhaps settle; and 
I made it my business as I '\'\'ent alon,~-, to make all enquiries 
about land and its price and qualitv, &c. &c. I went through 
several different towm:hips, ami th~' farther I got to the we~t, 
the better is the land. lOU may all1;tys j\1!l~l' the depth of 
mould "'here the trees are blmnl do',nl. Tiw present price 
of land ill the towllship of Guelph is :3~ dollars or 17 s. Gd. 
currency; in the township of Nicholl is 3 dollars and better 
land; in yr oolwich towllship 4 dollars; in the to,n:ship of 
Garrafraxa is 2 dollars an acre; in the township of ,:rilmot is 
:? ~ dollar~ IlI1 acre; and in the Huron Tract is I!, dollars. This 
land is not so difficlIlt to dear as you might :mppose, as the 
trees all grow up very straight, and there is no bm:hes grow 
"l~'''''Q"t the trees. The ,ray of clearin'" the land is, they 
chop,' ,yith a Y('ry superior sort of axe, off ~1e 1-,'('(' ahout:3 fec't 
;:bOH' !.':rOllUU ; as soon as 'tis drv they burn it, leaving the 
stnmp~ still "landing (')11 the land~ whi'ch will ]"ot in ab~ut 6 
,(as; and ,rheJll they hare burnt tl,e bnlSh ,,"oed and the 
iogs they 'Tread th~ as·hes. They ,(;W the la!l([ with wheat, 
;:wl the prcdllce is from 25 to ~1[' lm::ohds, which Em" sells for 
a dollctr a Lushel; tmd this first crop gCllU'ally cicars tbe 
whole eXFcllce of buying and clearillg ;,11(1 beming. Slll'po~e 
you ,ay the tml'chr,se to be:3 dulhlrs; the price of chopping, 
Immil!g, awl fCllcing, is from 12 to ILl dollars, so that your 
hnd willlJot cost you when chopped, more than four pOlinds 
per acre; ,l:d when han-est comes, there is your money again. 
Hue is no expence ofploughillg the l;n;d tl{e first nor t.he c2mL 
year; they harro:v the seed ill for the first 2 crops. CXUl is 
)1lostly mi;d for t!l1S, because they are more steady than horses. 
A yoke or oxen IS ,,"orih from 50 to 70 doll;u's'; a horse about 
100 dollar:;; a cow about 20 dollars. Mutton ~m;d beef is 
abo':lt 3~d, per lb. El}glish :llOlley, butter 7 t, sugar the fan:e, 
tt:a IS 48. pcr lb. "lllsky IS mostly the drink. The whole 
of th,e taxes for IOO acres is about a dollar a year, but no 
poor s rates, nor any other taxes to a farmer. Here is all 
Burtii of fanning implements suitable to the country from the 

<" 



IIp;,vle to thrashing machille', as ,Yell a" (he faJlHll",' ditto. And 
for about 5 gallons of ",hi.,],,· you call get a luo.·b··"ic built; 
this is done I~y "'hat they c;;ll:t" LO!f!lin,r; Bel'," " ,'hell ym; 
lun-e cut your logs, you invite all your neighbours ]"ulld you 
to a certain dihtaJlCl\ and thT will raise the llOll>ie in Olle clay, 
rearing high, but you must [:oof it yourself, which is co';et",,] 
with shingle, and ,,,hen fillishc(l, loob like date; all tllis Y',II 
can get all your own land. ),11'. Heming has boug'ht ;]:i:) 
acrES in this township, with some impron'lllcllts Oll it, amI he 
is next week a going to have his" Loy,r;;II,r; Bee," amI I am 
just a going- to finish the inside of hi" h(met', such as S;1>,h(,8 

and doors. And you \1'onld be ~,urpri,ed to sc!' \dJat a Cl\[;';:

tit:, of respectable people daily a coming alld s"ttlill", sOllle 
buying 700, some 1000 acres uf land. Here is a tailor that 
come from Oxforclshire, that brought £600. he has {ji H) acres 
of blld, 60 dcared, he has a capital framed harn, aml a 
dwelling house, and out hrl1lscs, ill short, his premises art' 
very complete. Here is plellt:' of '1'Or!; for labourers, at about 
a dollar a day; and will be \I'llile then' is so lllallY settlers COlll

ing out: and 110 labouring man need to be afnlid to COIllC, 

when he gets to York, Captai!l l"itzgi],hon will fOl"w:ml them 
to I-li:1luilton; but i.~hllost all tiLe labourers g-ct f;cnn~; and I 
ha,'c Heyer seen allY body in d]~tn.':-:-; ~i!;cl' I lli.lve L('!~'Jl 11::. thL' 
cOlllitry. There is il great'j,lallY prup\- that gUt'S to the United 
States, but that i" not so 1cell for it hmner, the tiLl'S are w 
much higher, I belinc I lllay c::!' as much as 8 to 1 more than 
it is here; but fur all tk'.t, 1>1 "",sio!!:': is lllE('h chc:lpcr there 
than here: but for It mechanic, t~le United States is the best, 
but not so healthy. The climate here ill the :;mml:cr is much 
the same as in L;wland, but lllere fi!;" wcather: \n' h:,d :t!lOut 
a fortnight's wry']wt \\eat.hn ill t1le Iwgillllilig (If July, but 
not but "'hat we could ,r(Jri.: ,L" weli :to' YOU (,,(.,,':1 in the old 
country: but the ,~'illtcr, from \"hat I can ham t""llJ pC" plc 
that has expericnced it, it is colder, but !lut at. all ullp1c::sflnt. 
I am very much decciY<:d in the idea that I had forwed about 
tllis cOUl;try, ~s you m:::- ,1':I\'('! from tl.e eaet to the "T,t part 
of the prm'illce in t()ier~ble i;(;oc! roads; through tOWllS and 
villages, and not at all loucoome. \Y/JoenT COlllCS to this 
cOlilltry, should pack all their luggage tLat is not "';lIlting ill 
the voyage, in casks; and it is heot for poor people t" buard 
themselves, and to bring plenty of {loU!"; it wi [J be bettcr than 
so many biscuits; and plenty d potatoes. ::;illcc I hane been 
writing of this, I ha"e heard ahout the (luality of the land in 
the Huron Tract, which is (:xcecdillgly good at I ~ 11011;11',0 

per acre. I think of going to ,cC' it. .Mr. HUlltly, the 
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Jlearer of t:lis, is wail ill;'; for it. I shall write to you again he~~ 
fore ti,e winter is on:r, and let vou know what it is. I wouhr. 
thank r"u to make it knoml th:,t I intend to fulfil my promise 
ill \1 rit;".'.; to several friends in Felphnlll, and its neighbour
hocd. iTer,' is certainly a .2;00cl chance for farmer,; and 
lahonre1·,. The cholera h;" been wry bad in sel'eral parts this 
summer, but it is it little heUer now. So no more at present, 
from your ohedient servant, 

Guelph, 
~~ljJe/ CII,.(ld(l, 
h unh An:ei{N{ ~ 

M. MARTIN. 

Sept. 24th. 1832. 

P. S. 1Ir. HtEltl)", the b2arer of this, has bought a good 
deal of lan:l ill tl,i·, t()\\"",hip, and is 1,;""[:1." to J<:ng"lau(l to t"ke 
to a wift'. I thin:' that this COl\vey,wce will do alV:]Y with 
the idea of letter.; beillg interGcptd =" I kiIO\\" there is ~everal 
people silly en'lll',1l to think th'lt all letter3 are broken up, 
there i:-; ilO SUL"h thin,~. rr0l11 ~)t,~lrt gave lne a piece of foreign 
mOlle'\' to Hut under his seal when I l1T[)t~ to him for that 
pnl'[)(;'(', plca,c to tell him I will shortly ,nite to him, amI 
'!'ate at BO;;llor. I for:.;"ot to melltion ,\ chance for labourers; 
its e.OOI1 a, they an'i\'(, at York, that is the capital, they may 
have 50 acre" of lallll at Lake Simcoe, 6 years to pay for it, 
Jlnthing tlll' first :i years, antl sellt to the place free of ex
pellse, and the price of the land is only a clollar per acre 

To MR. SPARKS, 

Felpham, 
Sussex. 

Price J d.-8tl. a Dozen.-5s. a Hundred. 

PTinted and Jlublished by J. Phillips, Pet,,"orth, by whom will 
also be published in a few 1Vee!cs, a Collection of Copies of 
Letters (lJul E.<:tracts of Letters .ti·om Emigrants who went 
Ollt to Canada with the Pet worth Party, in April last; wal 
also variolls Extracts from different W~orlc8, and from 
Canadian lVewspapers: the whole affording much Infornw
lion likely to be ttseful to Persons intending to emigrate tr; 
Crmad(L" 
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April 9th. 183:). 

DEAlt U:\CLE, 

I take the opportunity of writiJL~ to you, huping to 
find you all in good ht';,lth. as it L'a"E's Wi ;,11 at presellt; out 
f:ttlwr has been very ],ear of bsing hi:, life: h<2 Il'as ill for 6 
mOllth~ : it ,,'as in the autumn, allli th" ,]octor ,l;<lYC him u\"(.'r; 

hut he is quit" well n'l\\", ;,nd just hrgllll ,,,,·:illc.:. 'Ve havc 
Llken a house, ana ,t 2 CO>1"S; nnd S()Jll<.' bogs, hut we 
have killed them. "1'.' e got I <Ie re for a g<lrden, and thc 
garden runs down to Lake Ontario, w]lert' we can get fish, 
and dllcl.:.:s, if ,ye haTE' any titne to ~.pare. rrhe l)i:~!'eon:::; ,2'0 

away in the winter, the ,;ame :l~ the "\,':,II011'S; ,n 'wl;ell th~~y 
first' come, I can get a plc!l7y of tL(';u : :Ir~ h' IE' with ;\ 
Ion£[ tail. ,"Te ha\Te Hot ~J·".t ~~1J\T la:;\) \yill Sil:t Itt=; \'('t; 
we 'find the COUll try just ~'" that h",,],;: \,,',:, tl:,,( ,~i 1". Pilj'i:q;..; 
haJ; so we all like the ('Unil,i'Y \'(T!, we·ll, \Yc !H"t'r! not 
want to come back ,,"'ain at ;:ill' r8Ji \Ye h;we " L'n' 

sant h~nse, ,vith r:. p~,~v l:tl·~·~-, ;;;~n rJ\;n1) a";, tile to)): ";~ 
had one ball since wc

o 

hav~ l:ce'11 here, Nnw f 1,'.'ill tcmpt 
laundress women a little: they get f"'l:" 2,5, ~;,I, t." ;)3. per 
dozen, for washillg. It would have been ;1 job, if my 
my aunt Fanny had comc with us, \,'e iin- abo;\t 8 mile's 
aljO\'e York, l: pper Canada. It i,; he1"e now. 'Ye 
had not a verv cold Il'inter this wiJlter; IJ1It it was 
colder than it is there; hut we can i',t't tlrillg' for nothing 
here, that is a fil~e thiug. ~'.:iy brother .h'll<'S is 11;1'eu out for 
one year, for £:!O.; but that is YoT)! ]m1.' 1:','.'.';(,3. I luwe a 
plenty of work at my trade, more th<lll I can do very well: 
I can earn as much ill nne day, as I did there i 11 a IH'c·].;:; W 
we can afford to enjoy 0urseives. There i:' no good beer in 
[this] country; but therc is Bome very good grog; and we 
can sit down <end drink it, as well as ;\Ir. l{. A. Esq. 'liVe 
have nubgdy to rUIl 0ver us Lere, atHi to ordcr us out of their 
fields. ,\Ye call take our 1-':11 I, <tllel go ;1 (kef 111.11:: when 
.... ve ]ike~; so we hope {;\l tllllt can (0111(-', 'rill have 1wart 
enough, V'{ e have not s~(on Ear hE,""([ froll! him; for 
he-had 50 acres of land gave Jiim au at:count of his being an 
old soldier; any old s~ldiel' Ci l il get land if he seek f~r it. 
Vf e saw Mr. R. "l,V ollklll1 last olllllIlH:'l', tnt he i~ come hack to 
England to [etch his family; but he left his eldest boy here, 
at the college, until he rctUi"lI. Hollis, the tailor, ili in York, 
doing very well. My uncle Ibr,! h~s took a house mal 3 
acres of land. C. Raynor is hired ill <l :;~,,,. miU; I thiilk h" 

v 



IS 

\rill g'C't ull :Jkr :l hit. I sh(mLl h:' gbd if yon conld find 
out Stowe's din·['ti"",,. or aliI' one e1:O? t.hat we know. I h,we 
,"'1 It two 19tc.·".; before', bllt .} (]nn't think that you ever ~ad 
them. If YOll COllle, boanl y()urselve~ if you can; brmg 
ch~ese. n'd' kl'rilj~>. a little brandy, and Ineon. .But YOll 

will wish YUll!',dn'" lnck a,;'ain, when you :-Ire sea SIck; but 
Leep up your spirib. So llO mDre at present from your well 
\~';<-l~;lg frien~~:::~ 

J. 8. nnd W. GOLDRI~G. 
Direct your letter, J. l;uldrillg, lork, Upper Can[llb. 

Rel!lC'mbeT llS to all enquiring frif'nds; and tell grandmother: 
to cXl/_·~~·t a letter in about a vTeck. 

lI'or Thomas G()ldriEf~, 
Southbrrstut, n€':tr Chichc~tf']', Sussex. 

Kebon, :\by 6th. ISS3. 
Deilr and affectionate fr:,'nd8, I reeein:d your letter, 

ibted N on'm/Jcl" 5th, ,yhiC'h .~:n'e me grt·at satisfaction, to 
h('[lr that ynu ,ras all in good bealth, and yet ill the lalld of 
the lirill"'; for which camE' we have reason to thank Goll : 
I tLel'l,jo,',> alice more :'l".imit to the duty incumbent as 
ciJildrrn dnth in obCllicncl' to their parents, wh,ch throngh 
the mcrcies and imlul!c'C'llJ'l' of God. I illll'I'O\'C thl'"e passing 
IHOlnel!t:..; in rt'tnrn, tu writc' to YuU in :.;i~.l~TI';~ y; t1"U~tiIHf in 
all nll-wi~E' Gurl, to convey t;!C'·,: Lome once n;orc to dist;mt 
friends. "~iJi.'ut 3 weeks ·nitc' 1 wrotC'to ::"\1 hefore, I was 
take:} sick \'~'ith a fever, {lIHl tlY 1'<;1' the ~F;l.l'~ of :3 ,yt'C'ks, 
during which time I slI11,'re(\ ,,,,,el! pain; t1wugh reviv('ll 
~ga~n, and have had l'E',l:-;Oll:dllc g'ood healt1l S11d:.'C, anJ ~lln 
in g'ood h!:alth at present, flllt! hopill t; tb:t. !I,i:, illtclligcllce 
lllay find YOll in tht' same ~t;,tt', which Uod ;.~rallt they llla':. 
J. aln stillli·,illg at Jacob Triller'" whose LU'm I ha,'e· tak~n 
to work on sli:tl"es, for whidl I am to have ()!l('-fo1lt,th of all 
that I C~l!] rai.se 011 the clt'arell :alld-, ;!!]j run fonntl ill all ex,... 
cept clothing'; and hm'e Juhn LltlY., a lad ab(lut 16 years old, 
to work with me: he came out with \I';, ~.nd i~ bound to Ja
cob Trilier, till he iH 21 \T:!l", of ,we: he io in "'ood health 
exceptillg sCllnewhGt deaf: He has'''n auut livil~ at ,Fittle
worth, near the sign of t11<' Swan: her name is 11cn11::1': he 
N;';:~., t;, Lcccl' from her, if YOU could see her and "if so 
should you have the opportUllity of 'niiing to n;e again, en~ 



("m,,. the' particulars from her in my letter. The distance is 
far that 'IT arc from oue another, though illtclk~('nce i:i nC~;.r. 
I fre(llwntiy S('t' people from Eng·land, ;I.rllt (";,f}1'<:r~e with 
them, though it is not 80 ~r;\1 ilyinp; as ttl l"lH' a letter. 
Speaking of cleared land ah()\'{: in my ietter, that j,' land uf 
'\ bieh the timber has been cleared off, or ll10:;tlv orr. '1 he' l~a,1 
;n its Hat,'re through ther.c parts is very hea,'); tij'llwred, ;';-"
llfrally sl't'llking: the timber throu:~1t thvHe llill'ts are :uk, pme, 
a~h, Elapk\ eln1, hceeh, hicknry, an 1 ;l~l.SS \1~ondi ~n:r,-E' henl
lock, and ("cdar. Suil ~l!1d produ~·tiolls: the ,;uil is fertile, lill'.,ll 
for at11"Lc purposes of agl'leultul't'. 'i'Lc ij2" if--; :«(']1\ cL'ar 
anti L;.a·~~hv. frj~(' sno .. " laid a:,'llut six ~,I,'('I'~" .. -;, i.'Jl~l \',"'.:nt off 
quite '-,\;.. ide"'!1) \rith t-orn(> rain. "-J ill' tiu1t: of h;\i'-\",,',-:t, \~GH1~.""; here 
with Uti, (to'JUt the same time it ('onL~ with you, The heat 
ill SUn111~f'r, exceeds the heat ,,:lth you; thOU,:2,~h 1 have seen 
-;;;(liJ1r ~~:-; hot \.L:y;.; there, as (,eel' 1 hav~' :;L',_'ll h,-'l'(', thungh not 

in Lt'!!!('r;d. -"I-il\'~~t i~ the st~lph' article, 'dlOC:'(l t~l('r(" are 
variuus nthcr kinc!s of grain, r.ti .. ;;"'I.I ill '~be Coulltry. r'"Theat 
yidds frolll ]6 to :2,5 bu"hcJs to i ill' ;CITe'; and [:] h;cYi' heard 
,of it.~ ral~ing 111(H'e.. ?<ow to k,t you tno,v) you p('rL:q,t,-; "will 
'be (k'('eiq··a in the country, for ~}~.2 f{;rcst is ql..~it(, d ri(,l't'llt 

~'iUI(l \\ h~!.t I thought it vras: I fuuud 110 sucb gl'::~tt InnJ
holdcro he'rIC; lik" as there is in England. I lin: along- the 
bank" of Lake Odario, and I believe it iB j'cbl,;I,-"l for 60 
or 70 miles back: the lanel is Sll'";(·,',,d into to\r;,:·;hips, then 
into 200 acre lots; and! bel;t;:c ~f!L[' ,~::n~~lt('r p;~ft h~J..!:; been 
dra1;ru fronl the Cro,vll; and aln)o~;t erery Olle dlllt \\Tt~lHS 
bud, C;Ul fiE't it b,' industry, if IJ(' liL',;: tl~e f"cc' is WlilC-· 

thing' lite'the ~,,~\;:,th vYodd5. Y(;U -1'.:lnLd 't:) L.Oi)v: SOU1C

th~ll~~' ;<;)OU~. the j,~lti\'l'S of our 1':\[i<1: of \~'l:;tt I L,~':,-=-, ;:;C'_'I1~ I 
belit:vc :'thcrJ are all ljr',:tnraEz\~(l) ;ult.l be~·(ljll(' subject to the 
law of the laDd: how t.hey are ;"cck ill tLc iEt,';'"s mn-ts 1 
call1lot tell; fv;' ,,1,at I kJJ~"'\', till'y al'C almost ;;s far ~if per
haps as )''';1 are, The wild be;;sts of the forc:t, ,\"e '>;el,:·h 'os 
generally do no hatlll; the Ut'lU' Hnd t!lC \vol±' li.r:~' tIt\::' 1,'-orst, 
and they :-icClJ'ccly eyer do any harlll, Fowls of ':~,ri";';lo kinds, 
geese, ducks, and f~)\v-l, of ail kind,''';, LU:', so llla,;IY a~.i \yas r('
prcsl::ltctl; though 1,ve have the "[lp,)I'tlluity of 1'<1\\'1; ",.;' where 
JIVe choose. Fruit of varions bud::, thongh 'lUll. but what 
is r;!i~:C'd in the salne ,ray they ;:!'l' \rith you: the fruit i,; 
p1("il.~~·I:l here iii places; i belie \"{' ;lpples haTe beC'll ~old fell' 
b, ~Q, per bushel, in places through tli~' conntrr, (Lu\':~h not 
all over so plentiful: there i" <l !:Tl'at deal of ci<il'r made 
[rllJi[ <lpplcs ill this coulltry, for wllich \IT can ",(,(, 168. per 



barrel. ! j" ]':lrc,,1 t!ut you spoke of ill your letter, I left at 
Killsl'u;,~'s, and E;;l,l;c:tt'g son brought it out with him to 
this coull'r)'; l~,lt! I belie"e he is aoo1J.t the. head. of the Lak~, 
in the township of AncasteT. Clothlllg, III thIs country, IS 

qu:te cheap. Other persons coming from El:glallfl, had bet
ter brin" their money, and what other thmgs they need, 
they cm~ "lmmlt every thing they need hrre, quite as 
cheap a~ can .g·et [it] there. Y o~. spoke i.n your letter 
somethim; lIquor: we have spmtuowi lIquors of all 
descripti,sns "f price,;; brandy, lOs.; spirits,58.; wine, from 
6s. 3(1. to ]0:;.; whisky, whiC'h is made mostly in our own 
cou;o', is 1:;. 6el. per gallon. Now my dear friends, I am 
a far from YaH, and, in sincerity, I do not regret my 
eomill!!, yet; for things looks more prosperous in llly esti
matiorl b~rl') than they do there, for a poor man. Now if 
you think l~t tu eOl13.l'l to this country, I think you would bet
ter situ:,tion. I know of a lUall that has a farm, that 

" man on for two years: it i>3 not far distant 
mt' : til'ld.: it would suit you "ery well. 'Yill you 

t.ell nlV brother James to come; for I think it would 
"iL'l\dtage to him if he was only here. A brick

\','"ril, 5". at the least, per day, a]J(1 found. I kllow of 
;; ,1"lJ of Vii!:':, \':here I am, that Le could get if he was here. 
No'x if \'UH COlne out this season, COIne out soon. l'To\v I 
W;,11 t;l;,t :," ll, after reading this letter, would selld it to all 
l'll<juilillP; ifk"J", that they may ~ee and hear for themseln·s. 
"\nd I j"lI cone uther request, please if you know where my 
Lrotl,cr S:1I1l\1l'1 is, you ,,'ould confer a favour on a friend, by 
st'utiil'!,': a kUl'" to him, tu let him know where I am, that he 
could write to me; and 1 will ans,reT hilll a~ soon as I get 
it letter frOlll him. 1.Yilliam Reeves, from Littlchampton, 
Idt tliis "I'''I,j. 'Y, alid said that he would go back to England, 
ill the latter p:lrt of the 5""60n: lIE' had a IHnnber of letters 
for differellt Olll'S: you woul,l know by sending to James 
Bays.or Solomon Matthews. Nothing more at present, but 
rem!l.ln your IIlm;t affectionate son, until death do us part. 
),Yrite to lIle as li00:1 as pl;,:"iLlc. "Yhen you write, direct 
your let kr by the way of ~; ew York: direct your letter, 
Upper Callada, District of Gore, County of Halton Town-
ship of Nel:ion, Post Office. ' 

WILLIAM SPENCER. 

To Mr. Francis Cooper, ~10ntpillier, near Petworth Sussex 
Ellg-bnd, by the way of New York. " 



June 2:Jth. 1833. 
Dear and hOllored Friend, 

I ,'upposc you han' been 10llkiuii [",' a !cUer for a lOllS; 
linE" but l haye iJeen ddaill('d in \,,~'itiJlg, lwc;wof' we h",'c 
been in an ullsettled statc, alld I ILClU,~lli 1 w(luld ~tay ulltil 
\H~ was scttkd: but I haye liOW the rk,·.,.llT and lJappil1es.~ 
to say, that we arc all quite \lTIl ,lIld i"',lrtl, hoping this will 
find you ttl! the same. I fill(l lllysclfill Ih1\ bound, to thank 
you t'or the many fa\'Ol's I h<l\'e' had i'l) ell.;l':: at your hands. 
I will now giyc you sOllie of the outlines as t" tLl' passage. 
vVe had a I'l'ry tellious pas~agc of tl wceks, but I won over
calne IHY ~;ea :-::ickne8:-3 ; but 1 could l"!C:t ~Lt!\tl the rocking of 

the shil), and it was a \Try rOll.S'h ,,'a almo"t all the way o~l'r; 
hut I way say that I was as mell as any of the party. The 
children was ;1.'; well f,' allY of t.he childl'ell, but my hu~balld 
was yery ill all the II'a;.'; ><0 h"d, that he euuld not go up on 
deck above Ollce or twice all tlw ,,'aI', amI fur the first nine 
months there werE', that he conhlno't earn allY thing; but I 
hin"e beel! quite ,~:ell, and hay\..' had plenty of \york hat nla1\:
illg. I hal'e had to mailltain ill<: falllily myself; but we have 
Hot '",anted any thing-. LalJiJuriu!; !lIell earn :is. per ltly, 
and board; here is pk"ty of work fur cI'er)' bodr, and pl'o~i
sions are very cheal'; but here is but very little money. 
The price of provi.ions are as fotl()\\'s, <t,; lligh as I can tdi. 
Flour is 4 dollars pcr barrel 01 H!6 Ib~. weight; 4d. lb. pork; 
3d. lb. beef; 3d, lb. ll1UttOIl ; allll it fat ,11t·,·p for 7s. od.; 
butter from 7 &d, to ~)d. lb.; cheese' here i~ Hone ill this COUIl

try; sugar, 6d; lb.; ka, 5s. ;:)d. lb.: candles, !:Jd. lb.; aud 
other things much tIle same as iu £llghlJd; cluthillg vcry 
little dearer; shoes are very dear in thi~ country, and very 
bad leather; emni are from 4£. to 5£. per ht'ad; oxen are 
from 15£. to 18£. per yoke; horses J'ru:1l i O£. to :2'0.1:.; llo 
good barley iu thi,j country; it is wintcr bal'll'Y' Ti,e pro
duce of Canada: vcry fluc wbc<l.t nor)' plclltiful, ()at~., l'c,u;, IlO 

beans, potatoes, carrots, cahbage, oniolls, pead, freudl beam.; 
pumpl,ins, cucumbers, melons, all c::'Oil' wild iu the fiehls wit.h 
turnips. The weather is colder in the willter, and hotter ill 
the snmmer, here i:; ouly 3 months of summer, and thcll vcry 
hot days and sometimes frosty nights; these months are 
June, July, and August: thell September, October, <lud No
dember, arc the fall; thesc months are sumething like your 
winter: then December, JallUltry, and February, arc I'l'r~' 



c.1tctrp fr0-t am1 snow: :--Lrch, .~pril, and yIay, are like your 
-"ci!ltf:r. I hod 3 bmheb of y<:heat for 2 hats, and I have 
7lf)m rnoll~h to la"t until harvest. Please to send me word 
how all \'/~ur family is, aml what additions to your family. 
Hell~ell1b'er me to ).liES Ann, and ~\Iiss :Mary, and my kind 
lOTe to all. 

Pluc"e to let mother see this as soon as you can.; should 
])1' very thankful to have the letters franked. Can say no 
:lEOre at lJreseLt, from your affectionate servant, 

~ . ELIZ.\.BETH I',".-\CKFORD. 

,y rote 1)y James Rapson: his h,e to all. Please to let 
~hilll =i. e, hi, fdtherJ knoll- that his SQn and family are all 
,rell. 

I lllUot ,Trite now to my dear friends. 1fr dear father 
'and mother, as I hm'e said so much about the country, I 
'3hall say llOthing, because as you '\I'iU see thi.. I have the 
plta~me to sal', that I am quite well and hearty, and can 
1-:eep my~elf quite well, and i have kept my family, owing to 
'my husband'" bt'ing so ill, aud ,n' have not wanted any thing. 
'The people are very kind to U~: they are Dutch mostly, but 
<;uy good to us. EUHlla is quite well, and newr wishes to 
return to Enghmd; but senJs her loye to all. James is out 
cat >:!ervice for 8 mont1):<, for 31 dollars: he is quite well and 
',,;encb his 101'e to You. Sarah is at home with us: she have 
been out at service a "l'ek, she is fluite well, and wishes to 
he remelnbered to YOU all. Thoma; i" out, and will be until 
he is 1-:3 years 01(!; he is not bound yet; he h;1,e a good 
}llace, and the peC}ler are wry kind to him: he is quite well, 
.!-ielld~ his lure t~ 1 YUU. -\Y illiaul is very lusty_Abraham is 
-CT(i\'Vn '~"cr\- tall, ~o that yOU \yonld {lot kl~O" theu1- ~1:v 
Lusbund '~"US, hib l,ila 100:e tG you all, hoping this will find 
you all in gl'o(i hnitn: he is beitel' no,,' than he haYe been 
-sinCe he hCaye Geell in t!,is proyincec ,he says he would not 
return to Ellgli;nd Ivr £:lC-D.: he ,rould lii~e to see yon all 
hue; here would be a living for them. I thought to have 
iltilrU from all m)' brothers and sisters by :Mr. Gibbs and 
did not ;~o I hope you will write and ,semi nIl the new~ vou 
call. Iru.Lk [Nashj is at Hambledoll: he hare had 3 dol
lars a month, ever Sl.llCe he have been here. Adsett saw hilll 
last 'cu:!:; he is quite well, but I have not seen him since 
'lye hm-e ])('('11 here; he have llromised to come and see us 
2lLXt. Ircck. ~f y 10\'e to aunt Spooner, and uncle 'Villiam 
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an(l!,;" \\'[1\', amI ::\fan' AlI,1 Grecn. ?'Tr !I)\'O to ('!"'1':," 
AJtiett aud all m, dear' iJrotbero a',,! s;ste:/,s; 11ere \\'1)\[1([ Ii, 
[l good liyiIlg for thplll ;l!L 1 hope ('lL,l" '" \\'oot!s \\'ill 1'<I;;1l ., 
a!i a b!ac\{smith is a goO(! Lm;[llc,:". 1 call say itO lll[)H', YOIII' 
lO\'illg daughter, 

E. W. 
I wish mother to go to L'I.\:lllt Hill, ant! tell \fr. Nod 

and ~frs. how we are;' and H'lllCmi)er us to ali L'i('",b ; anti, 
senti hm\' they are all; with ;111 ti,t' new~ YOll CCell. \Yrit., 
as soon i.~S po~sihle, and direct, \YilliaLl ,\Vac\~r)~~d, \.rahTluo) 
near Galt, Dumfries} Gore, Uppcr Canada. 

Pkol!l' 11111 .'. "j~('l~: ~l~ 11, 

r~J:~'H t '~<'i·:,t\Lt. 

CIL-I\.RL':~ :\foonEJ ltiFJJ1_\. ~\~,~o;~~·~, ]':LJZ.\ \IooHE. 

D"ar father, J ',c'itc ',h' sr few linE'S, ill h()l'('~ tl:' 
find you well, '" it lean's llle at preSt'IIt. I am ,'cr.\' "'rry 
to think, t.hat 1 did not 'lend rOll a kLter b"i'"re. but I \1'<1, 

lleWT settled befor('. M<: and ~y ll-i(,' do s(,lId OlE' Iw,;t re
spects to you, and mother, and .lames, awl the haby. IYc, 
are a doing Yt'ry \n .. l1, and \\T ;n~c in hopes to do ll(:tt(-T in :t 

1it~le \i'hile. I b<lv~·.,.ll(,u:~l!.t 11H' a ;:nVi:"1.' ~\Llld I, hppe yon arl" 
dOlllg the samC'. lOU lIllgJlt tell ',',llllall1 f''';,'.'':lWll, that 
I~liza i~ doin:~ the ~;:illl'.:·. 1 Ilo ilut \". i':ih to ~<"!' '':::\1 conl(:' to 
thi" country, if YUH C:ill lin' "I:. 11ome, for it i:; ';0, !1t I'm oJ(! 
people. F~ther·l it i" a c:Jl1lllry that a ]llaJ] (',til !iu, if he 
will work; but yun lllllr,t \\ (Jrk haH!. I C"ll "am;) shi (lin!"s 
a day for vi"ork~l;g i.lhout fanning \1'Ork4 I lUll about huyil')'g 
one hundred acres of ground for myself, shortly. The ('Ollll

try is all tree's, so when yon buy gl'OllJl(! you '2;()('S right in 
amongst thl' trees, amI chop them down, and burll them 111', 
aud so '~'C lnake i:L clearillg. rrhe clilllate is abuut the ;';;Ulle 

Jlere as what i, i~ there in thl' ~nmmCT; hut tbe wintel' 
here is much colder. Vl'e had snow ,,1,uI:1 -I i','d decp lal3t 
winter. \Ye fmUltl a large mistake in ltcn'inf; 01,,' h\J.lldrl'(l 
anl'S of ground, as they prolllised Un in En,c)",ud; 1mt we 
had the money 11·hat wa,,; comill!!; t(j us at Ell~'lalld. "'" 
\i ill leave that, so turn over th8'- otller side (X the Jettero 
"Yeil, father 1 \IT hm'e got one child, a boy, all(l hi" name it 
is Geor[.,;e. No"", father! I "rou]d ,,,,ish :,'-Oll t.o g'in' i11)' al\f~ 
my ,,,ife's, best respects to her father a"d mul]",r, ~i>i1'ers ;1.1,,' 

brothers, :t,J1d to all Ill)' uncles and al'nt~, <llle! ttl ;,1 1';". 
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and to Mr. Steer Georp;e Steer and vVilliam Steer; and to 
,,< '-, --~'1l that J ~lid sel~d this letter, I will put in about that 
:a-::, ' d:".T. you .rU17e me. But send me word whether uncle 

.-,des' liLtle bahy is alive or dead. So no more at present, 
CHARLES MOORE. 

Father, send me [aJ letter back as soon as you can: direct 
it to Upper Canada, A_merica, in the Township of vYaterloo, 
Upper Block, C. MOORE. . 

To Frank Moore, England, in the County of Sussex, in the 
township of Petworth. 

Fro?N. the York COUrifl', Saturday, July 6th. 1833. 

ECil1ce Saturday last, 1040 emigrants hav\' cmne up here; 
yiz: in the Willi~l1n IV, 2iO; in- the United KinfJdom 420; 
in the Qu.eefl.8tun 60 j in the Great Britain 300 j and in the 
UU'ited States 20. Amongst t}lose in the United Kingdom 
were the emigrants of Lord Egremont, 208 in number, under 
the direction of Captain H ale. They are, c.s they have been 
universally represented, a fine, healthy, well clothed, and well 
behaved body of people; including some very fine young wo
men, most of whom h,we already obtained respectable places; 
and a number of nile young Blen and boys, a good Blany of 
whom also immediately obtained situations in this town or 
neighbourhood, as w~ll as mallY of the labouring men and 
mecbanics. The residue, amounting to less than eighty, 
sailed from this the next evening in ther schooner Trafalgar, 
Capt. Kemp, for the new tm-vnship of Plympton, in the 
"Western District, where His Excellency has been pleased to 
direct them to be settled. Capt. Hale accompanied them. 

From the Montreld Gazette, lVer/lle,drIY, July 10th. 

" It is only a sh@rttime since a very large number of valu
able settlers arri,'ed from the COUNty of Sussex, who were 
liberally ;tided to emigrate by the venerable and munificent 
Earl of Egremont, in a similar manner to those that came 
out last year under the name of the Petworth EmiO"rants and 
from whom the most flattering accounts of thei~ pros~eets 
and success h~l'e. been received. They are mostly settled in 
the London DIstrict of Upper Canada whither those lately 
arrived proceeded." ' 

-----------------
Printed by J. Phillip~, Petworth. 



From John and Caroline Dearling, who emigrated to Upper 
Canada, in 18.'33, in tlte lIltip England, sent out by the 
Petworth Committee. 

Waterloo, July 24.th. 1836. 

Dear Father and Mother, 

This comes with 0111' kind love and best respects to 
you both, hoping- you are well aid happy, as it leaves ns at 
present, thank God for it. I was sorrowful when I heard 
of YOllr calamity, but comfortable to hear that you was so 
patient with it. I hope, dc'ar father, that YOll will set your 
mind stedfastly on the Lord: he is 0111' maker, and redeemer: 
without the Lord we ca. do nothing. Dear father and 
mother, we received a letter on the 7th. of July fl'Olll yon, 
out of James Rapson's cask, and a parcel, which contained 
a piece of nankeen, 4 pair of socks, a small piece of prillt, 
3 balls of worsted, a reel of cotton, two pieces, a shilling; 
I was well pleased with it. \Ve received the money safe, 
that yon had the goodness to send us. Mr. Brydone was 
in Preston, on the evening, the 6th. of July, but was gone 
before we knew of it, when we had to go to Eral11osa, to 
Mr. Sackett's house, to Mr. Brydone. 'We received £20. the 
II tho of July. He went to Hamiltoll, paid part on our land; 
we have only 50 dollars more to pay. Mr. Bt'slcy give him 
time to pay, one year from llext September. TIH'Y have got 
a deed for the land; will have a deed taken off for the 
other, as soon as they get it from the recording office, at 
Dundas. V{ e have 51 acres amI a half, and we are much 
obliged to you, very thankful for your kindness, dear father 
and mother. May 12th. received a letter from you, the first 
thing I heard in him, was of my brother James. 1Ye heard 
of brother John's misfortune tW0 or three days before the 
letter came, expecting every day we should heal' he was dead. 
I am happy he is well again, about his business. Give my 
love to sister Phrebe, John and all the family. Sister Jane, 
my love to you, to tell you, that I received the note that you 
sent me. Give my love to Mr. Tribe, if you please. Deal' 
sister, Jane is much pleased with her nankeen, and Phrebe 
with her shilling: she is going to buy a string of beads, to 
keep for your sake. Phrebe is living at the same place 
as she wellt to first, she can talk almost all Dutch; she 
comes to see us every month. Now I must tell you we had 
a little school all the winter's evenings, at George Thair's 
house. James Hall teached them. Jane have learnt a good 
deal, she reads middling well. They learned a good lllany 
hymns. Give John's love to Dame Till, and tell her that 



We bugh8d heartily ~t her old joke.>. Dear brother :ohn, 
I am SO IT," to hear such ~ bad aCCOU'lt of your coun,r), I 
hope it \)"ili be better: it must be hard for you all~ Sarah. to 
bring up yom little children. Sarah, when you writes agam, 
,nite me it fe',,- lines of your own hanel, tell me all how you 
~,re ill health. Dear mother, little Caroline was pleased with 
her soc].;:,. S:F\- I will tell YOll, our little CanRrlian, she ran 
"lone a few clays over ten m(lllths ; at 11 months she could 
run well. I calied her little, but she is as big as Phoebe was, 
she got about as well as Phoebe did at t;ro years old ; ~he 
is not like the other three, I thll1k she IS very much lIke 
c;i,ter Phoebe. Xmr T will t'ay about the winter; it was 
::~n- colel, [l.Jl(I 10ilg;; and bacb'-:'1.rd spring. 'Ye did not 
beiin boiling sngar 'until about the 9th. of April; we did 
not make so much as we did the year before, but much bet
ter Slwar; \re ll1"cle forty pounds of sugar, and some mo
Lt3,e,;.'" I take about two tea cnps full of molasses, boil it in 
a g-allon of \rater, set it with a little yeast, then put it out in 
the sun, I hare as good vinegar as eYer you need of. August 
1 st. \Ye hare a fille bed of cucumbers, just begun pulling 
of them. Pease in the garden, are not lookillg so well as they 
didl"st year. :\Iy cabbage, beets, and beans, and onions, look 
well. One "ere of pease look well. Half an acre of potatoes 
looking well. I planted four Englandish Barley corns, I 
have one hundred Clns. Them flower seeels yon sent me, the 
prince's fcathl'r, grew; aud that beautiful flower that bears 
a large burr, here is hundreds growing by the sides of the 
road, I am hohbing my calf, it is a heifer calf, I gi"e her 
new milk, and make about three pounds of butter a week, we 
ne,-er let her suck at all. IY c ha\'e 5 hogs. I have 21 
Chickens. Apples are not '0 plentiful as they was last year. 
Raspberries, and gooseberries, very plenitful. Currants 'also. 
Dear mother, I have often heard you say you did not know 
what llllllHlrakes was, but here is a great many in the woods: 
they grow on a green, much likE' the pine flower green, they 
grow on a stalk, some as. large a~ a hens~ egg, they are very 
s\\"cet tasted, most beautlfnl sl1l(llhng. V\ e read of them ill 
the 30th. chapter of Genesis, also~ in the son"" of Solomon. 
August 7th. All busy, han-esting : in a few dal's we shall 
cut our own. Sister Jane, I hope you will do the best you 
can ~<:r my dear fat,her and mother, anel tell me how they are, 
and If they be 9ol1lfor~ablc, or ll~t. I cannot say any more 
at present. VI e remam your lovmg son and daughter, 

JOHN & CAROLINE DEARLING. 



Dear father Dearling, brothers and sisters, we selld 
these few lines to you, hoping you are ,,,ell, and all the family. 
'Ve think it "ery strange that you do not send us a idter: we 
wish to know how sister Charlotte ane! her family is getting 
along: say if you heard of Mary. How is Hammh, and bel' 
husband doing? Give our lm'e to 'Villiam and Dinah, hoping 
they are well, and all the family. Daniel, I hope you arc 
well, and your family. Dear sister Jalle, Ire give our kind 
love to you, I hope you are well, and dutiful to your father: 
tell us if you are comfortable at· not, for we should like to 
know. I cannot say allY tlliDI!; more to you now, but I hope 
you will send us a letter. Phcebc sends Jane Hamman a 
piece of her frock for a present. So no more at present, 
from us, your loving son and daughter, 

JOHN & CAROLINE DEARLING. 
Dcar father and mother, T wish 'lOU would send me 

both of your ages, for I should like to "IUlOW how olrl you 
are. Remember us to Kitty, and I hope she is well; to 
John and Elizabeth Spooner, gi"e our best respects to them, 
tell them we do llOt wunt to come to England for a home, 
for this place begins to look homely to us. Tell Hannah 
Enticknap, Thomas was up to see us, threc weeks ago, he 
was well; amI George was well; them are four Illiles from 
us. 

To Mr. THOMAS FRA:-.fCIS, 

Lodsworth, near Petworth, Susses, England. 

]836. 
[April 12th.-Hem'y Hilton.]*" 

From Lydia, the TVife of Gem'ge Hilton, late '/"esident at 
Arundel, who went Gut to Canada with his Family in the 
Ship Hebe1', in 1836. 

Toronto, September 10th. 

Dear Brother, and }.iother, and Sisters, 
I have returned tbis sheet of paper, which you have 

got pm·t of. We arrived 23rd. June at Toronto. Martha 
and myself was vcry sick, all the way; father, George, 

'" This was tC1'itten by HenTY Hilton, and the name ofte1'-
waTds cut tlwou.lJh leuytlncise as a Check, and the UjJjJO' 

half leept in England by himself, fOT the pmpose of jttiuy 
it to the lO1eeT when ?'etuTued from Canada, in onle?' to be 
certain that no deception had been practised. 



4 

Friend, nor baby, was not sick at all; but po.or baby ~val5 
taken ill with her teeth at Grosse Isle, that IS quarantme, 
that was the 1st. of June: she lingered on till the 12th. of 
July, when it pleased God Almighty to take her to himself. 
vVe took lodgings in the city, a?d tr!ed all.we could to save 
my poor child's life, but all m vam. Little George was 
very ill about 10 davs, he got better, and got a place. Mar
tha and Henry g-ot 'a place directly. George l~ired with a 
gentleman for 16 dollars a month, to work on ~IS farm: he 
let us a house, with 3 acres of land, about 2 miles from the 
city, which we intend to sow with corn in the spring. rVe 
like this country very well. James's master came down on 
the wharf to us, when we landed; went home, and sent 
James and his wife to us, with a pair of horses, and four, 
wheel chaise, jumping for joy; plenty of money; took us 
to an inn, gave us a supper of the best; staid with us all 
night, and next day, for he would spend a pound on us: 
they are the happiest couple I ever saw, and have got the 
best of characters; no family, nor likely to have any: they 
are going to housekeeping this Michaelmas. Dear mother, 
we did not forget our promise; we had found our son, but 
we had not found yours; so George worked a month for his 
master, settled me in our new habitation, and then asked 
leave to go and find his brother. * He was gone three weeks; 
he had 200 miles to walk; he steered his course for London: 
he got within 7 miles of Landau, on a Saturday night; went 
into a tavern to sleep; asked them if they knew such a man: 
one man said he saw Charles Hilton two hours ago, at work, 
about 3 miles from there, digging a well; if he went down in 
the moming, he would be sure to find him, as his wifet and 
family was 30 miles further. Got up on the Sunday morn
iJlg, passed his brother, did not know one another: came to 
the place where he was at work, asked for Charles Hilton: 
the man said he is just gone for a walk before breakfast: look
ed up and said, here he comes! George beckoned to him to 
come on; came to him; George catched hold of his hand· 
looked George hard in the face; turned pale as death, but 
could 110t speak for some minutes; spent the day together 
very happy; went to a meeting house in a wood, where there 
is hundreds go, for there is no churches built yet. Monday 
helped Charles finish his job. Tuesday, went to Delaware; 

'" Charles Hilton and Family, who emigrated to Canada with 
the Petworth Party, in the Ship Eveline, in 1832. 

t Charles Hilton's Wife. 
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to Alexander j§ he is apprenticed to a caTIwnter. Harriet 
and Charles in service. They went to Carradoc, two miles 
further, to Ann Evans and her husband j found them very 
comfurtable j staid there all night. 'Yednesday, went to 
Adelaide, to see sister Ann.! and their little one~, James, 
William, Sarah, and a baby 2 months old, the first since they 
have been ill Canada. Charles has got 100 acres of land 
here, about 4 acres cleared, hlwe not been on it two years 
yet. This is the second crop. He has got wheat, barley, 
peas, turnips, and pumpkins, a good garden j the pump
kins is for the cow ill the winter. He has got a fine cow and 
calf, pigs and poultry, Is going to build a new house before 
you eomes. Next morning went to Jane, at Dear's Creek, 
7 miles further: she is in service, a very fine young woman 
grown. t David Evans has got a 100 acres of land j have 
got a good place: saving money to go on their land with: 
they ha\'e got a cow; and a sweet little girl 9 months uld. 
They kept expecting uncle Henry every year, but never did 
expect uncle George to come. There is land for sale up 
there. George has applied for a hundred acres, 50 for us, 
and 50 for brother Henry: we havc got no answer yet, as we 
intend going up there next year. '1 hey say they will come 
down and fEtch us, but what we shall come and live near 
tht'm. Charles, his wife, and family is well, as ourselves. 
All wish mother to come with YOll, they will do any thing 
to make you happy, and thue can be flO fear of a living, 
when the land is their own. Akxandt'r will be out of his 
time next April, and then he will come down, and see us j 

get work in Toronto, and meet you, when you come. They 
have had many difficultit's to enconnter, since they have been 
here, but not so mallY as they had at home, and that is all 
over now. George thinh his mother will not be sea sick, 
because he nor Charles was IJOt: if mother or Ann should 
be sick, they had b~tter be still, in their berth; that is all 
there is to dread, as you han: a home to cOllle to. Dear 
Henry, bring a good ham of bacon j some pickled onions; 
bake some Seed cakes hard, they will keep better j pack 
them in one of your strong boxes, and keep it in your berth. 
When you get out to sea, you will want a box to put yuur 
provisions in. Be sure you draw your allowance of every 

§ The u'1'iter of thefullowing letter. 
! Ann Hilton, the Wile oj' Charles Hilton. 
t David Evans emigmted from Angmering, in the Eveline, 

in 1832, and subsequently married the Daughter of Charles 
Hilton. 



tIling C':'.:ccl't biscuit, and take care of it: wc did not draw 
ours half our time and ,,-hen we came to Quebec, our pro
yisiOllS ,,,ere left b~hind; if we had drawed it, and kept it 
till ,,'c was in the Rapid8, we should helve been right. Bring 
your wooden bottles full of cider.. Bring your home-made 
wine; a few apples; paper of glllger, nutmegs, oatmeal; 
a il-quart saucepan, ,I·ith a hook in front, then you can cook 
yourselyes a bit of ,-ictuals in fresh water, when you please. 
i~eep all close till you haye been out to sea 2 or 3 days, then 
you will know the good of it. I would bake some oven 
cakes hard, pack thCem up close, I think they will keep. 
Brill" your feather beds, blankets, and all your beel healing. 
Do ~()'t bring working tools, they are no use here; sell it 
all, and bring the money in your pocket; you will want 
monf'y. Bring all the old halfpence whicl::. you can get; 
old buttons, or any thing goes at Grosse Island; but they 
will not take farthings or penny pieces. You must not 
change silver nor gold, for they will cheat you. Bring a 
'rarm great coat, amI cloaks, stockings, and flannels. Boots 
and shues and women's elothing is quite as cheap as it is at 
hOJlle. Jame,; and George gil'e II s. Sd. for their half boots. 
Bring yom tea kettle. No iron pots. Bring your brand 
irons and flat irons. i"ou can put all that in mother's great 
chest. Do not over weight youn;elf. it is very expensive 
getting- up the country. George would be glad if you could 
get a peck of Talavera , .. heat. Dear mother when you go 
thruugh Arundd, call on my father, and see if he got his 
letter, as 1 'lTitc to him at the same time I do to you. Pcr
lwps he will come out with you next spring; if he do, he had 
better take [second] cabin passage, that is only 2 pounds 
more: you can be together on days, and you can have your 
meals together; he will have a plac€ to himself on niO"hts, 
that wil~ be better than !$oing do,~n among a lot of y~ung 
men. Call on myoId neIghbours 111 Poor-house-hill alld 
?\irs. Piper. If Henry, or if you should go that wa;, call 
011 Mrs. Carver, and shew her this letter, she will be very 
glad to. see you. Tell f,lrmer Boxall, at Barlton, we have not 
seen 1116 ~rand ~aughter, but I saw a person that lives by 
her: she IS marned, and got two children; her father died 
in Toronto Hospital, 2 years ago. Humphrey Cooper keeps 
a taveru at the same place. George saw George Carver 
w!Jen he 'Hilt to oee his brother, he is still in partnershi~ 
:nth a farmer. John Barns has been very lucky, he gut 
lL~to work the next day after he came; 7 dollars a week alld 
JIJS board; llaYC never had the least sic\mess, none of them; 



he is the only family stopt hc\'c with us, Charles, and \,ife, 
and family, sends their kind love to mother, sisters, and 
brothers. Ple~we to write back soon, as I shall think you 
have not got my letter. ilIy childrell joins with tlwir father 
and me in love to all. So no more at present from your 
dutiful son and daughter, 

GEORGE & LYDIA HILTO~. 
I think my father and yon can write both in one letter. 

Direct to George Hilton, George Denyson, Alderman, Lot 
Street, Toronto. 

To Mr. I-Iemv Hilton, 
Bignor, near Petworth, Sussex. 

Ftom Alexanda Hilton, the Son of' Charles Hilton, who 
entigrated to Citruula, in W:l2, fr~m, Sutton, in SII8se:c, in 
the ship Eveline, sellt by the Petworth Committee. 

Delaware, October 16th. Ifl3G. 

Dear Uncle and Aunt, 

I take this opportunity of writing to yon, hoping to find 
you in good health, as it lem'es mE' at present, thank Goel 
for it. I am doing very well; working at the carpenter and 
.l0mer's trade, this two years: and am now getting- tt'll dol
lars a month; alld by next summer, shall he able to u;et from 
16 to 18 dollars a month: as a good \rc,.km:tll can get from 
20 to 2.5 dollars a month. Father is living in the tmrnship 
of Adelaide, on laud, and doing very well; but he did not go 
on it till last fall: he raised e!lough to keep his family 
through the year. He works about at digging \H'lls and 
cellars, when he works out; and can earn a dollar, or a dol
lar aud a half a day; but a farmer's man gets from 10 to 12 
dollars a month. Uncle George is living at Toronto, or 
York; but he has been up to see us, and to look for land: 
he foulIe! a lot to suit him; he was going to see the Go\'er-
110r, to see if he could get it; that was about two months 
ago. He prolIlised to write to me, in three weeks, but he 
has not wrote yet, and I thinks it very strange he has not: 
but 1 have not seen James, since he has been in the countlT, 
but I understand, that he gets a very good living. If you 
come to Canada, as yon had better, for I am certain, that 
you can do better, than you can in England. Do not stay 
there to be humbugged about, by these big bugs. Tn 
Canada you can have your liberty, and need not be afraid to 
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speak for your rights. 'Vheat is in general from 3 shillings 
and 9d. to 5 shillings per bushel. Peas, oats, and barley, 
about 28. 6d. Pork and beef, 4d. Butter and cheese, 71. 
Potatoes, 1 s. 3d. If you come to this country, do not bring 
a mess of old truck, or load yourself with tools, as you can 
get them as cheap ill this country. Bring nothing but good 
serviceable clothing, and not a great deal of that, for money 
will be more service than any thing else. Bring no round 
frocks, for they are not worn in this country. 'fell grand
mother, that she need not be' afraid to come to Canada, for 
her ehildren and grandchildren are able to support her well ; 
and that they will do it. If uncle Clemollds, or any of my 
uncles and aunts come to Canada, give them what advice you 
can, from the account I give you; and come by the way of 
New York, if possible, for it is much the quickest and safest 
passage. Ann is married to a young man from Angmering, 
by the name of David Evans: they have a pretty little girl, 
about ten months old. Mother enjoys her health a little 
better than she did in England, and is very happy; but she 
wants to see her pOOl' mother, and brothers, and sisters, in 
Canada. Father has got two cows, and a yoke of steers, 
and some younger stock. I think they will do very well, 
after this. .Jane and Harriet are grown fine girls; and I 
expect the family will be grown out of knowledge, except 
me, and I am the sitme littlp runt as ever. I forgot to tell 
you, that mother had a young baby, about four months old. 
Father and mother sends their kind love to their dear mother, 
brothers and sisters, and so we do all. Give my love, and 
respects to all my relations, and enquiring friends. So no 
more at present, from your ever affectionate nephew, and 
grandson, 

ALEXANDER HILTON. 
Direct your lrttcrs Dela,Yare, London District County 

Middlesex, Upper Canada, either to me, or f:ther. 
To Mr. Henry Hilton, Bignor, near Petworth, Sussex. 

Extract of a Letter from George Older, who emigrated to 
Canada, in the ship Heber, which sailed ji'om Portsmouth 
April 23rd. 1836, to Mr. Drewitt, 0/ Peppering, Sussea:. ' 

Sir, 
There has been a great deal of fault found, about the 

living on board ship; but I say, we had a plenty of every 
thing to eat, and to drink, and that was very good. 

Hamilton, July 7th. 



COjJ1j of a fette/'from David (CloudeslelJ) Sharp, to his sister, 
IVanZ. 

Sandwich, August 2ht. 1836. 

Dear Brother awl Sister, 

I dare to say you have by this time heard from us, 
by the lettct' I sent to uncle 'Villiam. I sent yon very ball 
news in that, but 1 am obligated to tell you a great deal worse 
in this; for on the next week after I wrote to you, my bro
ther Edmund's chiltl died, all the second of August; and on 

. the fifteenth, my brother EdlllUllll died, and m)~ sister Eliza-
beth's child, on the seventeenth. 'Ye buried them both in 
oue gnwe. ~fy de cu' sistcr, I hope that you have enjoye(i 
your health the whole of you, since we left you, '1'C are all 
enjoying good health at present. 'Villialll Sage man and his 
family are with us, and John Moore, and James Moore, and 
uncle Thomas. 1 tell you again, for fear you did not have the 
letter I Wl"Ote before, I found my friends all on the twelfth 
of July, all well, except Edlllund, who had becn ill five or 
six weeks at that time. 'Ve have been all in onc house to
gether, sillce that tillle, except George Turner and his family, 
who are but a very little way frol11 us, so that we call attend 
to one another at a few minutes notice, if required. George 
very much wishes yon, if you c[m at any time s('e or hear any 
thing of his mother, or James vVhittiugton, or his wife, that 
you would tell them the misfortune they have had, but they 
are all in good health at present. Give out' kind love to aU 
our friends, to Jolm Hollist, and Catharine, awl I am ill 
hopes we shall hear when you write, that they are perfectly 
recovered of their sickness, and in good health now. Give 
our 101'(' to my wife's friends, and tell them that we are all 
well, and that we find things vcry reaoonabk, snch as 
victuals and drink. iVe get a bottle of brandy for 1 shilling 
a\)(l 6 pence, English money; gill the same; beer is about 
7 pence per quart; whisky 7 pence pCI' quart; beef and 
mutton from 3~d. to 5d. per ponnd; pork 7(1.; bread at 
about the samE' as it was when we left England. Give our lo,"e 
to Mr. and 111-s. Habhin, to Mrs. Palmer and family, Mr. 
Knight at the White Hart, Mr. Jackson's. 'feHIllY uncle 
V{ilIial1l that I Wl"Ote to him 4 weeks ago, if he did receive 
it. If any time, he or you should thillk of coming to America, 
to bring with you some ·of the largest goooeberry, not the 
berry, but young trees or slips of the largest sort, for my 
father wants them: it is a thing that cannot be got here. 
Put them ,into some damp earth in a half anker; and some 

B 
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Windsor beans, if you please. I hope yo~ will not tJ~ink too 
much trouble to write as soon as possIble, and dIrect to 

George Turner, Amherstburgh, Upper Canada, North 
America. 

'William Sageman, and his family send their kindest love 
to his daughter Bertha. Please to remember me to Mrs. 
Greenfield and Daniel, James ,Yard, and W. Oakshott, M. 
Matthews, T. Biggs, Chas. Henley, Josh. Streets, T. Pea
cock. From your loving brother, 

DAVID SHARP. 

From John and James Moore, to their Friends. 
Our dearest Friends and Relations, 

IVe have the opportunity of writing to you all, to 
inform you we are both well, and living and wQrking toge
ther, in hopes that this will find you all in a good state of 
health, and make you comfortable about us, as we are com
fortable ourselves. Give our love to all our brothers and 
sisters, and all our friends. Give our love to William Steer, 
and all the family, and if you send to ns, please to tell us if 
young William iH any better or not. Give my love to Jane Peacock. JOHN MOORE. 

When you write to us, send in a letter with John IYard, 
the same as this is. Tell Mrs. Knight, and the servant, 
Charlotte Nye, that I am well. JOHN MOORE. 

From your loving sons, 

JOHN & JAMES MOORE. 

Extract of a Letter .from James Rapson, dated 30th. August, and received Oetooer 1st. 1836. 

On the 7th. of July, Mr. Brydone arrived at Preston in the afternoon late. William was working at Preston, and 
lodged at the tavern where Mr. Brydone was. When he went 
in from work he saw him: he told l'Villiam he had the 
money and casks with him. William sent word by Jesse 
Penfold to me, to be at Preston the next morning at 8 o'clock 
and J e~se di(~ not come to me until half-past seven. i 
started Ilnmedlately, and met Mr. Brydone about half a mile 
before I came to Preston, but did not know him. When 
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I got to William, I found he had been gone' about 25 mi
nutes. I tried to get a horse, but I could not; so 'William 
and I took the two casks and came home. 'Ve sent for 
John Dearlinq? :vho came about 2 o'.clock. After opening 
the casks, '''' Ilham, self, and Dearlmg started after Mr. 
Brydone at 6 o'clock that evelling, as we thought he would 
have stayed at Guelph all night; but we were 10 hours after 
him. It was 10 o'clock when we arrived, and found he had 
gone to Mr. George Sackett's, at Eramosa. "\IVe stayed 
there till daylight, and then went to him, who paid us our 
money. He charged us nothing for the carriage of casks, 
only from Hamilton to Preston. We were all well pleased, 
as we had no trouble about the casks. We left Mr. Sackett's 
(after taking each a good drink of milk) at 10 o'clock, and 
reached Guelph at 3 o'clock in the afternoon. Went to 
John White's, who has a frame up, but not finished. I gave 
Mrs. 'White the letter: they have 4 fine boys: they are all 
well. "T e left Guelph and carne on as far as we could, but 
Joha and self tired out, and could not rcaoh home until the 
next mornulg. William stood the journey far the best. 
23rd. August. Just done wheat harvest: have a good crop. 
Not cut oats yet. The barley you sent looks well. "\IVilliam 
have nearly the same wheat as I, and in good order: he 
have a very fine piece of peas: he is well, but Maria is in 
family way. Fanny is well, as are John and Philip, who 
are two fine boys. Thomas and Charlotte al'e well, amI have 
a little Anthony, 3 weeks old. Sarah is well: has a fine girl, 
3 months old. Hannah, Mary, Philip, Isaac, Rhoda, and 
Sarah, are all well, grows slowly, but 1 think learns faster. 
Old Mrs. Tribe is as usual, but I think looks older. Jesse 
Penfold's family are weI!. Matilda is married to Thomas 
Adsett. Charlotte Evans is well ,,·ith her three children: 
they are doing well. Mary Tribe is married to a Scotchman. 
Benjamin is well, and have 10 acres chopped and logged, 
ready to sow in the fall. Richard, Henry, and Jonathan are 
well, and all work together. Ann is well. You see the 
young women are gone off very much. Saw Isaac Berry: 
he is well, and desires to be remembered to all friends. He 
told me Michael Foard was living near him; and doing well. 
John Heather, from Petworth, wishes you to call at Botting's, 
to know how his sister is at Redhill: he is well. James 
Hall still lives in George Thair's house; works shingle
making; has 10 large trees to work lip this winter. We 
have not many apples this year. 1 wish to return my sin
cere thanks to the Rev. Mr. Sackett. Sorry to hear Mr. 
Yaldwin has left. 
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;, From Jolin Barnes, who 1ccnt out to Canada with his Family 
in the ship fii:ber, in 1836. 

Dear Father, Brothers, and Sisters, 
It is now with pleasure I take my pen in h;',l1[l, to 

write these few lines to vou, in hopes it will find you in good 
health as thank God, it leaves us all at present. In the 
first place, I m11st tell you about my arrival at the city of 
Toronto, which I thillk it a mercy, good one to me, thanks 
be to God for it. \Vhen we landed on the wharf, there was 
a man, the name of Edward 'Vhite, late of Lodsworth COll1~ 
mOll: he went out to Canada in 18:35 : his father and mother 
is livinp; at Lodsworth Common. Now my dear brother 
Benjamin, perhaps you would call, as YOl) go to Lickfold 
sOllletimes, and tell them that they are quite well, amI doing 
well, and he was a very fortunate friend of mine: for al:l 
Joha Pratt and I was stcmding on the wharf, (1 said John 
Pratt, which I mean from Ramet's JVIill, he went out with 
us) Edward vVhite came up to us, and asked if there was 
any bricklayers come out with UR; ami John Pratt said, Here 
stands one; which I think is all. ThcIl he asked me if I 
was a going to stop there. I said not for long. He said, 
that the gcntleman he WOIS living with, wanted a bricklayer 
for a little time; so he told me that he would give me 3 
pounds for a fortnight, and board and lodging. I told him 
f JIlnst have somewhere for my fumily to be: then he said 
that he would give Henry 2 cl011ars and his board, for a fort~ 
night; which a dollar is 58.: so he said that he would go 
home, and see what could be done with my family, and that 
he would come to me again. The next morning, according 
to his promise, he came with his. horse and cart, for to take 
my things, which was to go to his master's great house, 
,,,hich ,,,as at the college, amI there I should liye rent free, 
Then I told him, I would stop, and clo the work for him, a~ 
I thought it good wages altogether; for you cannot get a 
house here, not uncleI' one dollar it week: so that was the 
luck I hacl at my arrival at Toronto, which was on the 23rd. 
of June, my dear friemls, which made us almost 10 wcek~, 
my deal' father, since we had left your house. I wellt to 
work all Saturday, the 25th. of June, so I had but olle clear 
aay b"fore I wt'nt to work; for I thought it best to aet 011 

as soon as I could; but my fortnight held for some b timc. 
r have becn )0 weeks now, and I think I shall be there as 
much lon~er,. so that will be a good job for me; so you will 
finll that It will amount to a good bit of monev' for mine and 
Helll'y's money amounts to 3,5 shillings a 1;'e~1', apd board 

", Tile Original may be seen at the Printer's. 
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and house-rent free. I have not wanted to take any mOil~y 
not yet, nor I do not think I shall for aK much 10;lger; s~ 
you may find that it will amount to a gUOll ~llln; so 1 thillk 
I shall go to Pittsburgh, to my brother's, with a good bit or 
malley, if please God, all is ,,'ell. The gentleman 1 am 
w01'king for, built himself a cottage last ye~ll" but after he 
had built it, he found it was not large enou,~;h for him; so 
110W I have made it something larger: it is about two 
miles out of the city, so Henry and me stops out there, all 
the week. This is an English gentleman, that I am workillg 
for, the name of the REov. i\1r. il.btthews; he is one of the 
rectors at the college; he says that I had bGtter stop at 
Toronto; he says, that if I will stop there, that he will ask 
all the gentlemen, that he is acquainted with, for work for 
me, and I might live in his great house, wher8 I alll living 
now, as he does not want to live in it himself, rent free, so 
as my ,,,ife keeps his house a little clean, which that we 
should expect to do. I l11USt tell you my dcar friend:;, I 
think him a great friE'nd to me, first going into a strange 
country; but I think it is an old saying, and a true one, the 
farther you get from home, the hetter you are looked upon. 
He told me this bot week, that he hoped I would not leave 
that country, so between both of these places, 1 know not 
which to do. If I had got but one chance, I should know 
what to do; so I will write to you again, in the conrse of a 
few months, then I ,yill tell you, my dear friend:;, where I 
am settled. So you mil)' tell all Illy old work-mates that 
enquire after me, that if I had known what America had 
been, 1 would hare been there some years ago. I can get 
paid for my work now. I can eam mure money in about 5 
or 6 months, than at home in a whole year. So I hope, my 
friends and acquaintance, I hope all you that Teads this let
ter, may be as happy as I am, and my wife, and children. 
My wife sap', that she nev!'r was happier in her life, than 
she is now, thanks be to God for it. Deal' brother Henry, 
if you hnd a C0111e out with me, it \\'ould have been the best 
thing that ever you had done; I could haye got a gO,od p~ace 
for you, with the same gentleman that I am workll1g for; 
he i1as <Tot a farm about ten miles from Toronto, which is 
about 200 acres, and about 50 of it cleared; you might have 
had 15 dollars a month, hQuse-rent and fueling free. But 
never mind that, there i~ plenty of places to be Lad, fur them 
that be industrious. You may expect, that the next letter 
I send, will be for you, my dear brother and sister; so YOll 

may begin to make up you: minds. Brother B~njamin, I 
am informed that your trade IS very good, but I Wlll tell YOll 
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more about it in the next letter, as I have not had niuch time 
to look into it at present. Dear brother Robert, and sister, 
I thil~k you have found a small piece of money under the 
seal of my letter, which. is.a fivepenn~ piece of the United 
States coin: please to give It to your httl~ boy~ R~bert, and 
tell him who sent it; aad that he should Keep It, tIll I come 
to see him, as he may shew it to me again, if we should 
meet. Like to l,now how your dear little girl is, dear bro
ther amI sister, and all of you, my dear friends, but we must 
wait a little bit, for I cannot wish you to write to me, not 
till I send you another letter; for I cannot tell you, my dear 
friends, where I may be. Now I must tell you my dear 
friends, thnt we hnd a very good voyage over the seas. 
Thanks be to God for it, our sea sickness was but little; I 
kept about every day myself; I was a, little swimming at 
times. Hemy and Emma was sea sick, and then mother for 
a few days. John and Ellen was well, it did not hurt them 
the least. John was one of the best of boys; was not the 
least trouble at all; but it is a large undertaking to undergo; 
but never mind tnat, thank God, all is well. Now a few words 
to our mother at Wisborough Green. Dear mother, brothers, 
.lIld tiistl'rs, I am happy to say that we are all well at pre
S(,lIt, alld I bope you are all well, and as happy as we are. I 
am not got to our brother's not yet, nor I do not know when 
we 8ba1l; but I have wrote a letter to them, and have re
ceived olle from them: they are all well: they had been looking 
for me a long time: they said that they thought T should have 
beCll there to a helped them harvest. I hope some of you, my 
dear friellds, will be so kind as to take this letter to Green, 
liO as they may hear from us, or send for Charlotte's mother 
to come to you. Give our love to Henry Hunt and his wife, 
<lndlikc"'isc to John Quelch, and his family, and to all en
quiring friends. Henry Hunt, I must tell you, that if you 
amI your wife was here as I am, you might soon make your 
fortune, for there is the best chance for them that have no 
family. Man and wife goes into a gentleman's family, gets 
15 or 16 dollars a month, and nothing to buy, but a little 
clothes, every thing else found them. I can buy a pound of 
tobacco for one shilliIlg, and some tenpence per pound. I 
<:an buy a ~uart of goo~l brandy here, for one of your shil
hngs, that IS 15 pence With us: your sixpence, 7~d.: a half 
crown, 3s.; a sovereign, 248.: that is how your money goes 
with us. I can buy a bushel of malt here, for 3s. 9d.; can 
buy good beef here for 3id.; mutton, veal, and lamb, for 
4d. per pound; bacon, 7d. pEr pound; new butter, from 

'" 6d. to 7d. per pound; cheese is. dea!, you cannot get good, 
not under 1Od.. pel' pound.. I thmk It likely, that some that 
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hears this letter, will say that T have wrote fibs to vou· but 
I :vill assure you, my dear friends, I have not tolti yo~ ::my 
thmg but what you would find true, if it was possible for any 
of you to be along with me, in ever so little a time: you 
would find as I have told you. Henry often talks of his 
grandfather, and his uncle Benjamin, and tells me what he 
should do, if he was along with you; but I am to tell you, 
that he will come to old England again, after a little bit; fat' 
he says, that he do not mind going to sea, and then he will 
tell something about it. Dear brother Benjamin, please to 
give my best respects to Richard Potter, and tell him that 1 
am happy, and I hope that he is, and shew him the stamp 
mark'" that he give me. Now to you, my dear fathcr, bro
thers, and sisters, all friends and acquaintance, I must inclose 
my letter with bidding you all farewell. Me, and my wife 
and children sends our kind love to you all. 

I am your affectionate son, 
JOHN BARNES. 

September 4th. 1836. 

To Mr. ROBERT HASLETT, [his brother-in-law.] 
Petworth, Sussex County, England. 

By the way of New York. 

From John Denman, to his Brother-in.-law, PlTilliam Book/'r, 
of Billingshul'st.-Received 4th. Not'ember, 18:36. 

I desire to be remembered to father and mother, 
brothers, aud sisters. I should like to see here John Bri(lg
water and his wife. All my children are well. Joe has got 
a dog. Tell Mr. Farhall from me, if he would give me one 
hundred pounds, and pay my passage back, I would Bot go ; 
for I like Canada well. Tell brother Sampson, that he 
should not let his heart fdil him, for it is true enough, that 
we always buy a quarter, or a half of meat, instead of a pound 
or two. Tell brother Harry, that Ham Foice died the day 
after we made land, and was buried the same day. I-larry 
has got a place, and don't want any jobs now. Mrs. Denman 
wishes to be remembered to her father, brother, and sister, 
and wishes to know the name of the little stranger; alld also 
that she likes this country well, if only her sister was here 
too. VVilliam desires to be remembered to his grandfather: 
he has saved money enough since he has been here, to buy 
a cow: he paid 15 dollars for it. Tell Susan, if she comes, 
to bring two straw hats for the youngest children. We were 
5 weeks on the salt water, and another 5 weeks coming up 
the river before we got work. Tell J 01111 Bridgwater to 

iff Two Impressions of a Seal within the Letter, 
• 
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in'iIlD' IYi11iam out a gun, if he comes. Tell Mrs. Denman's 
fath~r, if he comes out here, she would like him to bring his 
dock: necd not bring any kind of provision with YO;t in 
the ship, for we had plenty, aud to spare. Charlotte IS at 
~ervice. SUI':ch has had a place ever since she has been here, 
only she has been ill; imt is now well again, and going back. 
H.emem bel' me to Ann Fair: her little girl is very well, amI 
grown very much since she left England. Tell her I hope 
she \rill come here with Susan. I hope father will come 
herc, if possible: if he should sell ali his things to come, 
and g~t the parish to help him. I hope you are all well, as 
we are, and write as soon as possible. 'Ve should have 
written before, but the children WE're not well, and we waited 
till they were quite recovered. We were in steam boats and 
open barges while coming up the river. \Vhen you come 
out here and get to Hamilton, enquire at Burley's Inn, for 
Capt. Shaw, and he will inform you where to find me. 'rell 
John Bridgwater, or Sampson Denman, to bring me out It 
butter print, JOHN DENMAN. 

Gore District. 
East Flamboro', U. C. Sept. 4th. 1836. 

Fj'011l Lake Juice. ReccitwZ Nuvember 4th. ] 836. 
t'pper Canada, Sept. 4th. 1836. 

DellI' Father ane! i\1(Jthcr, 
I desire to be remembered to all, father, and 

mother, hrothers, and sisters. 'iYe are all w(:ll, except 
Daniel: he has not been well 8ince we come to this country. 
I wont send for any of my brothers and sisters to come here, 
but if they like to come, they will find it a deal better country 
to live ill- than England. If any of you do come out, come 
to Hamilton, and enquire for Chatfield's Farm, for Joseph 
Lyons, anti he will direct you where to find me. I have en
gaged with Joseph Lyolls for 100 dollars a year, free house, 
and fuel, and board for myself, and an acre of ground to 
l,ecp a cow in summer. My wife desires to be remembered 
to her mother, sister, and brothers. I hope I shall see my 
eldeot brot.her out here next sprin{2;, for it is a tleal better 
country for young. chaps than England. If my brother 
C?l1ICS O~lt next spring', I hope h~ will bring my sister with 
hll11. If she was to come here, 1~ would be the making of 
her. l{ell1E1l1ber me to Mrs. P. MISS Pole, &c. &c. 

LUKE JOICE, 
Nelson P. O. Gore District. 

Printed by J. Phillips, Petwol'th. 
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From George and Mary Hills, who emi.r;rated to Canada with 
their family in the ship Hebel', sent ont by tlte Pet worth 
Emigration COlnmittee, in 1836. 

September 18th. uno. 
DEAR FRIEND, 

I have t,lken the liberty of wt'itin[" to yon and I 
hope it will find you all in go~d health, ~s it 'lcm:es me 
as well as I can expect,. at present. .I am very happy to say, 
George ~nd all the chIldren are qUIte well, excepting Lucy, 
and she IS about the ~ame as she wa~ last yellf at this time; 
but thanks be to uod, we have not lOot a day's work since 
we came to 1\1r. * 'I< "'. \Vhen we came to Hamilton, Mr. 
Bl'ydone was very kind to us; he gave us three dollars to 
pay our expences here. How many times do I thank Gael 
for leading us so many miles across the water, to such a kind 
friend. Mr. '" '" " took us in the same night we came to 
the house; lind gave us plenty to eat and drink, and found a 
place to put all our things; and took Ellen for a servant, 
lind agreed to give her two dollars a month; and Hester is 
going to live with hill daughter, Mrs_ ~ ~ ~ , and Amy is 
going to live with his son John, for their board and lodging, 
washing and mending; and Lucy has had plenty of work 
to do at Mr. ~ f; '" before she took ill. Ellen has been ill 
a great way about her aunt, and she hopt's you will be so 
kind to let her know how well she is; and she is very 
pleased that her mistresii is lllarning her to 'ivrite. And 
11r . .. '" .. and his sons has been 80 kind as to put us up a 
nice little house, close by a beautiful stream of water; IIml 

George has got twelve tiollars II month and his board, and 
house-rent, and fuelling, and we have plenty of milk twice 
a dav. T have so many good things from the house, that 
we liave been able to save twelve dollars since we have been 
here; and we have bought ten busheh of potatoes, and two 

• pigs; lind my children have picked up II nice parcel of 
wheat; and we hllve as much wood as we like to use; and 
we hope God will bless him for taking such II poor 
family as us; for we were all very poorly when we came 
here, but ]vEss '" ., ,. was very kind; she gave us all some 
medicine, so We soon got better, thanks be to God for his 
goodness. But at the same time, Mrs. Drcwit.t, I have to 
thank yon for taking so much trouble in sending liS out, for 
we was never so well off since we have been married; for 
Mr . ., 'Ii- jIf is going to fence a hU'ge piece of ground in, for 
a garden and o'rchard for us to use, so long- as we are with 
him; and he said we should have poultry to keep, and I have 
half for looking after them; and he said he would get us 
a cow in the spring. They told me at home, I should get 

C 



t.o money in this country, but we have .our mOlley any when 
if we only ask for it. If you please Sir, Ge.orge would be 
ver" crhui if you \Voull] ask his uncle James If he would an
gw:r !lis mother's letter, and let them know where we are. H you please, to remember us to all our friends, and I .wish 
they was as well off as I am, but altho' I am a poor SlllfLll 
creature, I find my dear Lord's blessing. I.would say more, 
bnt T am in haste for JVIr. Brydolle to take It. 

So 110 more at present, from your servants, 
GEORGE & MARY HILLS, 

vYhcn you please to write to us, direct it, Fintlon Place, 
vYe:lt Flamborough, near Dundas, Upper Canada, North 
America. 

To JOII" DREWITT, Esq. 
Peppering, Sussex. 

Prom ricOI'ge Bo,,"all, who was sent Ollt by the Committee in 
1832. See p. 25 Letters ji'om Susse<~' Emigrants. 

September 25th. 1836. 
Dear Father alld Mother, Brothers and Sisters, 

I have wrote a few lines to you, hoping this will 
find vou all in good health, as it leaves us all at present, ex
cepti'Jlg our youngest baby, and he is cutting of teeth. I 
received vour letter on the 24th. September, lind I am sorry 
to hear that my poor mother is so very ill. I do ,~i~h that 
she was in America with me, for I could get a good living 
for she, and father too. Dear brother, I am sorry that 
England is ill such a poor state as it is. I do wonder that you 
stav there, I would sail the ocean over first. I will persuade 
YOli all to come here, and then you would be sure of a good 
comfortable living, I can get two or three of you work, as 
soon as you comes, for fifteen shillings a week, English 
money, and they will find you a house and fire-wood free 
for nothing: for thank the Lord, me and my wife and family 
do not know the want of food nor children, and I have thre~ 
child rell to keep; and J can keep three better than I could 
one in the old country, and a great deal too; for J can get 
plenty of work, and good pay too; and if you wants to bet
tcr yourself, you had. better come to me to America, and 
then you "'ill find friends. You will find 1110re friends in 
this country in three months, than you would in England in 7 Years. Dear brother iVilliam, I would be very glaa if you 
would understand this following, if you please. My mother 
have the beating at the heart still, I tiuppose, and if she has, 
please to tell her that she should take a tea spoonful of harts
horn in half of a tea cup full of tea, and drink your tea as usual, 
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close after it, as you would, as though you never hall allY thing 
to take; and your food as usual: for, dear liwthcr, lEIlOW one 
woman that was very ill with the same complaint, and a man 
too, and they ~re getting (Iuite hearty now, and I hope ,he 
would too. Now my dear friends, do not make 110 delay, 
but the first eh').llce as you can get to come to America, be 
sure and come, because it is a good country: and now in 
three weeks from the date hereof, I am a going to rent about 
10 ncre$ of land, and an excellent house; awl I ohall sell 
my own house, and I shall look out for you for houses as 
well as myself, if you will but come. My ;;; father and 
mother-in-law and family is well, and is doing well; they 
keeps a tavern. And now, my father and mother, bro
thers and sisters, at home, all that will come out, and can 
come out, bring all the goods, and clothes a8 you Cllll, such 
as crockeryware, you will find it handy; but if you have not 
got any thing, do not mind about that, for you will have the 
chance here, 80 do not neglect coming. So no more from 
your son and daughter, 

MARY & GEORGE BOXALL. 
And when you send to me, direct your letter as usual. 

George Boxall, at Mr. George Chi~hollll's, Town~hip of 
N elson, County of Alton, District of Gore, Upper Canada, 
North America. 

So God bless you all. 
To Willian Boxall, 

Vall Common, Farnhurst, near Haslemereo 

Fl·om rVilliam Spencer, who emigrated in 183:2. 
Nelson, 10th. November, 1836. 

My dear and ever affectionate Father and Mother, 
I have ouce more, by the sparing hand of the 

Almighty taken another opportunity of take my pen in 
hand, for'to address you, my parents; which. I hope and 
trust these few lines will find you comfortable III your per
~ons and in your circumstances, according as I heard in your 
last letter. As it respects myself, I thank the Lord 1 am 
still spared in the land of living, and in good health at p:e
scnt. Dear parents, I have wrote to you .two long al?d lll
telligent letters informing you all the particulars relatmg to 
myself and the ~ountry that I possibly could, which 1 am 
informed that they did not come to hand, by several persons 
that came out of Petworth this spring; which they informed 

iff James Tilley, fonnerly of Pettt01'~h, .s,ent out by the 
Committee in 1833. Scc Letters, oj 1833. 
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me that you were all ill good health when they left, which gave 
me great sati~faction. I am g~ing to inform you in .some 
particulars relating to myself, VIZ. Thanks be to Almlghty 
God T am enjoying a merciful portion of health, and I have 
had no sickness since I received your last letter, except one 
aceid(H]t that happened to me: I cut my leg with the axe, 
which I was unabled to work for three months; but thanks 
be to God,"it is quite whole again. I have bought half an 
acre of land in the town of 13ronti, which cost me £9. It is 
a new town, and appears to be in a flourishing state: there 
has been 25 dwellingbouses and two large warehouses put 
up this ~ea50l1. I am intended, if the Lord spares me health 
and days, to put up a house next spring. The town is 
situated on the bank of Lake Ontllrio, which is 28 miles 
from Toronto; and is 14 miles from Hamilton; which is 
on the main road betwixt both, and has a large river running 
through the centre or the town, which would make a beautiful 
harbour for vessels, and is hoped soon will be accomplished. 
On the same river, betwixt Dundas Street and Lake Ontario, 
which is four miles, there is five saw 111i11S, Olle flour mill. 
There j" another new saw mill a putting up, and there is 
plenty of worl, for them all. Each saw mill can sa,,' three 
tllOlisaml feet of boards ill 24 hours. vVe have a beautiful 
view of Lake Ontario: we see two steam packets passing 
and repassing each day. There is four others comes regular 
past once a week. Forty other ,'essels. And we hope, that 
ill a short space of time thllt they will call with us regularly. 
Anyone of the largest vessels can come now within' 30 yards 
of the town. You requested me, when I would write, to let you 
know how poor emigrants would get along, when they reached 
this side the Atlantic, if they had no money and destitute of 
cmploy. I never knew such a case but one familv, the name 
of Laud, which came from Dorking, in Surrey; there was 
seven of a family, five children and their parents: they came 
and settled within three miles of me: they had not one 
farthing to help themselves: there was employ found for as 
mauy of them as could work, immediately: it was but a few 
days till the oldest son, by au accident, broke his leg: their 
only daughter, which had been sick all the voyage died: and 
the rest was sick with the fevcr and aguc, except the 
old woman, and all was unabled to work. You may judge 
their state, by what I have informed you, whether they were 
in di~tress ~r Hot. ~s soon. as their case was known, they 
were nl1medmtely relieved With plenty of provision, that was 
brought t? th~m b1 the inhabitants of the place, without their 
own applicatIOn .. fhere was another case of a family that was 
burned out: then' house was burned, and all their provisions 
and all that w.as in the house; and one child, of two year~ 
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old, was burned to death. Two of the place went out and made 
th~m a restorati.on of,more than they had before, except the 
chIld; and the mhabltants of the place put them np a house 
all within four days time. Also the next request was, how 
should a man make out (or a piece of bread, that has got 
100 acres of land allotted to him, if tht'v had no moncy? 
The way that they do when they get 100 acres of land, and 
has no money, they go and wm'k out one half of the time, 
and the other on their own place: they can earn as much in 
the half of the time, as i3 sufficient to maintnin them. 'Ye 
have hau a very severe cold winter: as for the summer, it 
llae heen very wet and cold for the climate. Also, you re
quested to know what sort of crops, and what kind of grain 
we have here. The crops has been very goou in general: as 
for the grain or seeds, we use the same here. as you do there, 
except India corn, viz. Wheat is 68. 3d. per bushel: pota
toes, 2s. ud, per bushel: pork is 1:1. lOs. per hundred: 
bcef is £1. 5s. per hundred: as for other things, they are 
in proportion. And as respects America or Upper Canada, 
you told me in your last letter, you were hearing various 
accounts by different people, which came from Petworth and 
settled here; but it is no wonder, for I am hearing 80 my
~clf. I am going to give you as near account as I possibly 
can. As for the country, it is in some respects not so plea
sant as the old country; but there is more privileges here, 
than is with you: we can fish and fowl as much as we please, 
and none to make us afraid. There is no gamekeepers, or 
water keepers here. And as re8ppcts labouring, there is 
plenty of work for everyone that will work, and good pay. 
A labouring man has 28. 6<1. per day, and boarded; or by 
the month, £3. and boarded: in haying, 3s. 9d. per day, 
and do.: and in harvest, 5s. per day, and do.: and mechanics, 
they have from 5s. to 7s .6d. per day, and do. You told me 
you were doing well for poor people, in your last letter, which 
gave me great satisfaction to hear; but I have great reason 
to believe, that if you were in Canada you would be doing 
better; but 1 would not advise you to come, for fear you 
might reflect on me; but I would be glad to meet with you 
all in Canada; and I woald rejoice; but you must speculate 
for YOl:lfseIves. James Tilley and family is well, and doing 
well : they are living within five miles of me: I am going 
often to see them, as they are the only people that I am ac
quainted with from the old country. I seen Frederick 
Upton two weeks past: he told me that they were all in 
good health: that is all the information that 1 can give you 
concerning Petworth people. Dear father and mother, I have 
one favour to beg of you, that is, to let my own friends see 
this letter, if you possibly can. If brother 8amuel ha~ 
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not the opportunity ?f seeing .this !etter, if )'ou. would be.so 
J,iud as to write to hun, and gIVe hun the uu"ectlOns to write 
to me, I would be glad to receive a letter from him. And I 
would be very o-lad to receive a letter from my own people, 
if they thou,,'ht'" it worth their while to write to me; if not, 
I wo~ld be'" glad if you would be so kind as give me all the 
iuformation that you possibly can concerning them. For 
want of room, I lllljst draw to a close. I send my kind love 
to mv step-father and mother, and brothers and sisters, and 
uncles a~l:1 aun~s; and nep:lews and cousins, and likewis~ to 
all cnqumng friends. '" rite to me as soon as you pOSSibly 
can, uiving me all the information concerning yourselves, 
my o~Yn f;iends, relations, and the country, that you possibly 
can. I send you my very kind love, dear parents, sisters, 
brothers, friends, and acquaintances. If we never meet ill 
this side of time, my prayer to God is, that we may all meet 
in the land of eternal bliss, where there shall be no sorrow, 
where God ~hall wipe away all tears from their eyes. 
1 add not. Yours truly. I still remain your affectionate 
son till death, 

WILLIANI SPENCER. 
Direct as follows. To vVilliam Spencer, vVellington Square 
l'obt Ofllce, Nelson, County of Halton, Gore District, Upper 
Canada, N. A. By the way of New York. I had the 
pleasure of seeing pal t of the first letter that 1 wrote to yon 
ill prill!, I wish it you put this letter in print, that you put 
jt all in. 

E.~'(ract ji'om Tlte Brighton Guardian, oj December 14th 
1836. 

·WORTHING. 

Emigration to Canada.-A letter was bst week re9 
ceivcd by Stcplwn Jackman, of Goring, from his parents who 
were amongst the last party that emigrated to America from 
Goring and its neighbourhood; and as two of their com~ 
paniolls returned to Goring about a month ago, giving a most 
deplorabl~ account of the parties they had left behind (and 
more particularly of Jackman's parents) causing considerable 
uneasiness and grief to their friends in this neighbourhood the 
promoters of emigration in the district have thought it Jes~
rable to have the letter published, in order to refute the 
misr.epresentatiol1s of .James G~tes and Thomas Grinyer, the 
pm"ties alluded t~. WIth that vle.w they have sent us a copy, 
of the letter which we iSlad1y ll1sert. The original lllay be 
seen by any. one who WIll t,lke the trouble to call On J,\(:1\. 
man, at Gonng. 
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"Brantforrl, OctobC'r 20th. 1836. 
" DEAR SO:'.' ,-'II' (' have taken this opportunity of writing

to inform you of our safe itrrival in America. IV ~ had (\ vl'r~ 
fine passage out, considering the time of the year, but it wiis 
very cold. lYe were just six: weeks from the time we left 
Portsmouth till we arrived at Quebec. vVe had then to em
bark on board of a steam boat for :\Iontreal, where we had 
to take large boats to go up the dan!\,crous rapids at the River 
St. Lawrence, in consequence of the Rideau Cilnal being broke. 
vVe suffered great hardships and cold going up the rapids. 
We were all in open boat., exposed to the heat of the sun 
by day, and to the rain, cold, and fogs by night. IVe were 
better than a week gain!?,' up the rapids, as far as Prescott. 
We had then to take alcother steam boat to go to Toronto, 
where we received our money; but instead of being sellt right 
up to Erantford, as we expected, we had to pay part of the 
expellees. "Ve were just ten wceks from the time we left 
England till we got to our journey's end. I thank God! we 
were all pretty well coming out, excepting a little sea sickness, 
which soon wore off again when we got ashore. As soon as 
we got here your father got into good employment, and he 
gets a great deal better paid for it, and need not wuric so 
hard. Ann has got a very good place with an Engli"h family, 
and is getting £10 a year. Mary and FranK art' both living' 
at one place, and are doing vt'ry well. Frank gcts as l1l11ch 
as Ami; but :Mafl' does Hot get above half as much in 1I1U 11(' \. , 

but it is more than made ~lP in clothes, for she get~ sOIl'le 
very good presents from her mistress-and of the t,,·o she 
is better off. Please to give my kiml love to my (lPar 
mother, and likewise to all my hrothers and sisters, and to 
all old friends and acquaintances, especially to Mrs. I1hrtin, 
for her kindness before w@ left home. Y 0111' father \\'ishc~ 
to be remembered to his ll1otlH'l', his hrother~ and sisters, 
and all his old acquaintances. IYilliam Gates is apprenticed 
to a carpenter; but he does not seem to alter his conduct 
much sillee he left home. George Hide is living ahout::5 
miles from us. T ha,"e not seen him now for several weeks; but 
the last time I saw him he was very well, ancl hac! a verY 
good place. I have seen George 'Vhitington several time's 
since I ha,"e been here, and he appears to he respectable, and 
seems to be doing as well as the rest. Mr and Mrs Miles 
and family are all well; and Mr Miles is quite steady to 
what he was at home. I thank God this letter leaves us all 
in good health, and we hope it will find you and Mary the 
same. Please to give our kind love to Mary's father and 
mother. As soon as you receive this letter, write an answer, 
and let us know the full particulars of every thing, and let l\S 

lmow if you have had plenty of work. Tell Mary, if you both 
intend to come out, that she can get things to suit her here 
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as well as she can at home; and I have no doubt if you come 
out, but that you will do very well. Little Henry and Ellen 
look as well as ever they did; but Henry \'ery often talks 
about his brother Buddy, and says he is sure you are dead, 
because he has not seen you so long. 'iV~ were living with 
Mastel' Miles till within thi8 month-now we and M:l;Ster 
Ford are living in one house; we down stair~, Master Ford 
up stairs. The rellt is three shillings a week between u~, an.rl. 
we are all pretty comfortable. YVe have nat known wnat It 
is to want for any thing since we have been here, and we 
have now a quarter of beef in the house, and cost us only 
twooellce a pound. Ann sends her kind love, and wishes to 
he /0 membered to Harriet Stfllldcll, Martha Martin, and Jane 
Goulds; and she hopes she will come out next year with you 
and Mary. Your father wishes to see you out here, as he 
thinks you will do very well, for here i:l plenty to do for every 
one that is industrious. You can tell Mr. Bushby the land 
here is very good, as good as it is in England. In some 
places the plain land here is covered with oak, and small 
brush underwood. The good ground runs about three inches, 
and the rest is a red 100m, and in some places sand. The 
flat ground is of a dark, sandy strong nature; it grows oats 
six feet high, and as thick as any h .. ever grew on his farm; 
but it does not bear good wheat. The heavy timbered land is 
strong moulded ground, and fit t@ bear any grain. The land 
in this country, take one place with another, is equally as 
good as it is at home; and much leveller. When first I arrived 
here, I took about Ilix day's walk on purpose to look at the 
country, amI thi~ is the best description I can give of it at 
present; but I shall let you know a little more about it in a 
short time. You can tell Mr. Street that I don't find Goring 
in Canada, nor I don't wish to it; and if but 50 or 100 in 
the course of two or three years, I should make a man of 
myself. Me, and Ma~ter Ford, and George Wells are at pre
sen.t clearing land, and Borne of the~ trees are four foot through, 
whIch we have to cut down With an axe. Brantford is a 
S~1Ug little place, but winter is fast approaching and it is get
tlllg cold. So no more at present from your affectionate 
father and mother, 

" W. & S. JACKMAN." 
" P. S.-You must not believe every letter that comes 

home from Canada; but what I have said is truth-it is a 
great deal better for young men than at home. James Gates 
and Thomas Grinyer, as soon as they got here, because they 
could not get employment, started off, and we have not 
heard of them since; and if they should come home don't 
believe what they say." ~ 

Printed by J. Phillips, Petw()rth. 
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