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INTERCOLONTAL RAILWAY.

I'HURSDAY, May 5&h, 1862.

Hon. M. CAMERON, in moving hiy resolu-
tions oan the subject of the Intercolonial Rail-
way, rose and said : Honorable gentlemen,—I
have submitted these resolutions bedause I feel
that the House ought not, in justice to\itself, to
rise without giving some expression of bﬁ‘i@x\ion
on the subject, inasmuch as it is cne lyin¥wat
the foundation of our future position as a sta
our history as a people, and our sucecess
competitors for the great carrying trade of the
Western Hemisphere, which the Giod of nature
evidently intended for us, if we have the
foresight, thelenergy, and the unanimity to put
our shoulder now to the wheel, and then pray
to England to aid us by further extending our
great and noble system of railways from West-
ern’ Canada .to the Pacific Ocean. Com-
mercially,, this road is of the ve
since. Canada, at present, take
thémanufactures of England, or almost four
dollars & head, more than the people of the
United States took before the Morril Tariff was
pagsed. Our trade with England, mostly
through the United States, i3 about £10,000,-
000, subject to their will and their fiscal
arrangements ; and the same difficulty oceurs
with our correspondence during six months in
the year. It is said that Nova Scotia and New
Brunswick get tosthe amount-of half a million
sterling of Canadian bgeadstu{ls annually
through the Ulited States. The Americans
may adopt transit, disctiminating or prohibi-
tory, a8 their polidy and necessity mjay require ;
they may terminaje postalharrangements and
throw us back into the antfgrailroad age, mak-
ing us carry our mails overland, in carts or
sleighs, to Halifax. We arein every way de-

pendent on them for want of this short con-!

necting link, and I believe the timo has come
when it should be constructed. Once com-
pleted, anti-reciprocal or prohibitory laws will
be impossible. No treaty can ever secure for
ug 8o much free trade with the United States,
as tha completion. of our railway connection
aver British seil, with the sea.  Its completion
will bring all our correspondence, and‘that of
all America, two days nearer Europe. Ttis

ryfirst import- { i
,000,000 of
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but three bundred and fifty miles to malke, and
less thaun three millions, less than we have lent
Grand Trunk, less than Mason and Sli-
England in six weeks, less than the
assage cost, would complete the whole,
and we have two other Provinces able and
willing to bear their quote in this great work.
In that valuable and truly statesmanlike docu-
ment, the report of Lord Durham, from which
we had already received so many commercial
and political advantages, the subject of the
Yntercolonial Railway was- first broached in
thege wordg ;— The completion of any satis-
facfoty comrannication *between Halifax and
Quebec wonld, in fact, produce relations be-

generai\union absolutely necessary. Several
surveys e proved that a railway the whole
¢ perfectly practicable. Indeed,
‘ice the expense and difficulty of
meking a Railway bears, by 'no means, the
excessive proportions to those of o common
road that it does in Europe. It appears to be
the general opinien in the United States that
the severe snows and frosis of that continent
very slightly impede, and do not prevent the
travelling on railroads ; and, if I am rightly
informed, the Utica Railroad in the Northern
part of the State of New York, is used throngh-
oat the winter. If this opinion be correct, the
formation of a railroad from Halifax to Que-
bec would entirely avoid some of the leading
choracteristics of the Canadas. Instead of
being shut out from all direct intercourse with
England, during half of the year, they would
possess o far more speedy and certain commu-
nication throygh the winter than they now
possess in summer.  The passage from Ireland
to Quebec would be a matter of ten or twelve
days, and Halifax would be the general port by
which a large portion of the trade and all the
conveyance of passengers to the whole of British
North America would be carried on.” During
the administration of Sir Robert Peelin 1843, the
Home Government cauged a survey for a mili-
tary road to be made by Sir James Alexander
and Col. Simmonds, which when nearly com-
pleted was abandoned. Again, in 1846, Mr.
Gladstone, then Colpnial Secretary, organized a




survey for this railroad at the joint expense of
the Imperial Government and Canads, New
Brunswick and Nova Scotia. In 1849, the re-
port of Major Robinson and Capt. Henderson
wag submitted to Parliament. = The average
cost of roads in Massachusetts is £7,950 ster-
ling, and the greater part of the lands will not
require to be purchased, and & more favourable
state of the money market now will make a
saving of £500 a mile. Halifax is the nearest
and best seaport for business with England by
at leagt two days. It is the safest, speediest,
and best conveyance for troops, a straight line
drawn from Cape Clear in Ireland to New
York, and it i3 therefore the direct route, and
the sea voyage may be shortened even to New
York by nearly three days; and it has this
great object that it will supersede the passage
by the gulf. The climate, soil and capabilities
of New Brunswick cannot be over-estimated,
and the railway would open up an immense
and beautiful country to immediate settlement.
And, honorable gentlemen, it was with great
pleasure that I learned from the newspapers
only this morning that steps were being taken
to unite Nova Scotin and New Brunswick in
one Government, which would reduce their ex-
penditure, elevate their importance and remove
much of the difficulty heretofore found in pro-
curing action on this great question. In a
political and military point of view ths pro-
posed railroad is becoming a necessity. The
expense of a warone year would pay for a rail-
way two or three times over. In Nov. 1848, Earl
Grey addressed s letter to Lord Elgin with the
report of Major Robinson. In replying to this
letter Lord Elgin insisted strongly on the im-
portance of the work, and the fact that it could
be built for s sum within the estimate of that
report. He urged that among the advantages
to the Empire which would flow from it, that a
smaller military force than, without the road,
the protection of the Province required, would
be sufficient for that purpose; and he went so
far a8 tosay, “I would not hesitate to recom-
mend that an immediate and considerable re-
ductjon should take place in the force station-
ed in Canada in the event of the execution of
the Quebec and Halifax Railway being thus
determined on ;" —and the noble lord ventured
this expression because he believed the con-
struction of the road would * tend to raise the
Colonists from the despondency into which re-
cent changes in the commercial policy of the
Empire bas plunged them, to unite the Provin-
ces to one another and to the mother country,
and to inspire them with that consciousness of
their own strength, and of the value of the
connection with Great Britain, which is their
best security against aggression.” The Legis-
lative Council of New Brumswick, on the 6th
January, 1849, passed resolutions declaring the
construction of this road to be essential to the
maintenance of the connection with the mo-
ther country, and pledging £20,000 a year -and
all angranted lands withio ten miles on either
side of the road, and & free right of way. On
Jho 3lat March, 1849, the Legislature of Nova

Scotia.did the same, and on the 30th May of
the same year Canada joined in the offer,~
passing a statute which is now the law
of the land. On the 25th of April, 1850,
New Brunswick sgain addressed Her Majes-
ty re-affirming the grant. On the 25th of
November, 1850, Mr Howe addressed Earl
Grey, in a-letter of great force, urging the im-
portance of this work. Among other thingz
he said :—¢ While the nearest land to Europe
is British territory —while & harbor almost-
matchlesg for security and capacity, invites
Englishmen to build up within the empire a
fitting rival to the great commercial cities
which are rising beyond it, your Lordship
will readily comprehend the depthand earnest-
ness of our impatience to be rescued from a posi-
tion which wounds our pride as British sub-
jects, and is calculated rapidly to generate the
belief, that the commandsng position of our
country is either not understood, or our inter-
ests but lightly valued. A very common idea
prevails in this country that nearly the whole
continent of North America was lost to Eng-
land at the time of the revolution, snd that
only a few insignificant and almost worthless
provinces remain. This is a great, and if the
error extensively prevails, may be a fatal mis-
take. Great Britain, your lordship is well
aware, owns up to this moment one-half of the
continent; and, taking the example of Europe
lo guide us, I believe the best half. Not the
bess for slavery or for growing cotton and to-
bacco,but the best for raising men and women,
the most congenial to the Northern European,
the mostprovocative of steady indusgtry,and,all
things else being equal, the most impregnable
and secure.” On the 14th February, 1851, Lord
Derby, in the House of Lords, ably and elo-
quently enforced the importance of this work.
He estimated largely the importance of the
Canadas, but not less the Lower Provinces,
from their geographical position and their
naval and military capacities ; and he express-
ed his great satisfaction with that policy which
in Lord Sydenham’s time had induced the Im-
perial Government toloan its credit to the con-
struction of the great inland works of the Pro-
vince, On the 31st March, 1852, Mr. Hincka,
in a letter addressed to Sir John Pakington,
said of this work :~* I have reason to believe
that were a line of railway completed from
Halifax, and that made the terminus of the
voyage of ocean ateamers, fully £50,000 per
annum might be saved in the Atlantic mail
service, independent of the sum now paid to
the United States for carrying the Canada
mails, » service most unsatisfactorily perform-
ed and most extravagantly charged for. In-
stead of the Brifish mails being carried over
the American Railways, it must be obvious
that the mails and passengers destined for
New York, Boston and other American cities,
would be carried over a great section of the
Halifax and Quebec line.” And the suggestion
of Mr. Hincks, hon. gentlemen, is well worthy
our consideration. We now pay £104,000 for
postal subsidy, and surely it would be better .




1aid out in the construction of the road, a work
which would forever render unnecessary post-
zl subsidies, the encouragement of monopolies,
with all their concomitant evils, champaigne
excursions and other corruprions. The adop-
tion of this suggestion would unable us to
complete this great work without imposing ad-
ditional burdens upon the country,and it would
besides yield us much more important results
in giving us our mails three days earlier than
at present. Onthe 20th May, 1852, Sir John
Pakington, in a despatch to Lord Elgin, said
that Her Majesty’s Government were not only
anxious to act with the most perfect good
faith towards the Legislatures and people of
the Provinces, and fulfil every just expec-
tation which may have been held out by
their predecessors; but they also desired to
adopt all measures by which the welfare of the
British Colonies in North America can be pro-
moted, as far as they can do 8o cousistently
with their duties te the empire at large ;—but
at the same time intimated that the Govern-
ment were pledged to the Robinson route. From
this time nothing definite was done, until the
Duke of Newcastie came in as Colonial Minister
and took the guestion up. But in the mean-
time the Russian war interfered, and the
Colonists nobly set to work themselves,
Nova Scotia has made 284 miles. Depending
on Sir John Pakington’s statement, Canada
has made 111 miles from Quebec towards Hali-
fax and 2,000 miles westward, which ultimate-
ly will form part of the great highway from the
Atlantic to the Pacific. In 1858, the Hon.
Jobn A. Macdonsald addressed the Provincial
Secretary, intimating that though not success-
ful in England, the completion of the road was
& mere question of time. On the 16th August,
1858, both branches of the Canadian Legisla-
ture took the question up, and in a series

of regolution set forth the many strong reasons

_that exist for the performance of the work.
On the 5th June, 1858, a very influential meet-
ing was held at the Thatched House Tavern,
London, on this subject, whereat resolutions
in favor of the work were adopted. On the
14th of the same month a deputation from thig
meeting waited upon Sir Edward Bulwer
Lytton, then Secretary of State for the Colo-
nies, and urged the importance of the work
upon him ; receiving from him & concurrence
in their opinion as to its advantages as “a
great natural road.” 8ir Edward Bulwer
Lyttonhas not changed his views on the subject
since. The following letter, which was ad-
dressed to a friend of my own, and which I
have been permitted to use on this cccasion,
clearly shows this:—

Brxtox, May 3rd, 1862
Copy.

DEar dIpy~—

Allow me o thank you cordially for a let-
ter which cannot but be gratifying to my feel-
ings. Certainly, my first object, when I had
the honor to preside at the Colonial Office, was
to attach 21l parts of that vast empire which

our Colonies comprise to'-the mother country,:
by all the ties of mutual interests and recipro~
cal affections.

The importance of the railway line between
Hailifax and Quebec must be fransparent to
every clear-sighted politician, and had I re-
meined in office T should certainly have urged
upon my colleagues, (I do not doubt success-
fully), the justice and expediency both for Im--
perial interests, commercial and military, and
for tbe vindication of the imperial good faith
which seems to me indisputably pledged to it-
some efficient aid, or guarantee the completion -
of the line. I should willingly have under-
taken the responsibility of recommending that
aid to Parliament, and I do not think the:
House of Commons would have refused it when™
prepared with the authority of Government.
In that case the Railway, by this time,
would have been nearly, if not wholly, com-
pleted.

Traffic begets traffic; railways lead on to
railways ; and a lice once formed to Quebec it
would not be long before the resources of Brit-
ish Columbia would, if properly directed and
developed, suffice to commence the.railway
that must ultimately connect the Atlantic and
Pacific. That once accomplished, the desti-
nies of British North America seem to me as-
gured.

I shall rejoice to hear that the present Go-
vernment make & proposal which the Provinces
accept. Some time, I conclude, must elapse
before their decision can be known, and in that
case the question can scarcely come before
Parliament this session. A mode of aid ac-
cepted by the Colonies would have my most
favorable consideration, and I cannot doubt
my ready support, whatever might be the ad-
ministration that proposed it. i

Yours truly, and obliged,

i (Signed)
E. B. Lyrrox.

And thefollowing extract from a letter from
Georgs Carr Glyn, Esq., M. P., dated, Lon-
don, hiay Tth, 1862, shows how high is the es-
timate placed upen the work by influential
men athome :

“ Mr. Barry, Mr. Crawford and I were with
* the Duke of Newcastle yesterday—he read
“ hiz despatch to us. I think if the arrange-
“ment is completed the Government here
“ will contract for the £3,000,000, which will
“ there‘ore be obtained at the lowest rate of in-
‘ tarest, and Government taking the Colonial
¢ gecurity for the interest, this is an advan-
144 ta’ge.”

 The boon beld out to the Imperial Go-
« vernment by the first proposal was the free
¢« carriage for this country of troops, * *
wx  * ge , &o., equal, it wag said to  £60,-
¢ 000 per annum; their rates, of course, will
“ now be paid by the Government for the use
¢t of the line to the Provinces or to the Com-’
“ pany; thus in a pecuniary point of view the
“ new proposal will not be & bad one for the
 Golonies, according to their own statement.”




I have many other facts and statistics, honora-
ble gentlemen, which might be produced in
illustration of the importance of this work, but
a3 this late period of the session I do not desire
to obirnde longer upon your attention. . I falt
it was necessary to obtain from the Cpuncil
such an expresgion of opinion ag would strerigth-
en the hands of the Government in Jiky ac-

“tion they might desire to take, I feel that we;
have a glorions destiny before us as a people.
With such o country we could welligay no
pent wup. Utica is ours. Extending from.the
Atlantic to the Pacific; containing four mil-
lions of square miles, equal to all Russia, with.
ottt its deserts; with an internal system of
navigation unparalleled in the world, granted
‘to ua hy natwre and completed by the native
.-energy of our awn people, aided ag they were
by English credit; a soil as fertile ag any om
oarth— extendifig from gea to sea; inexhaustible,
forests of the finest timber; mineral resotrces
of goldriron, lead; cosl oil, and every other
éconbmfic mineral and stbne ; boundless.fisher-
“icg on 'séps and lakes ; & sen coast of over 5;000
miles; with o climateunsurpassed either in'its
¢fff ots upon health afid longevity or on produc-
Yions of every kind, mineral and vegetable;
let us ot once embrace the offer of the Duke of
Newcastle, so comprehensive and go well ad-
vised, and set to work to interest Great Bri-
tain, Columbia, Vancouver's Island and the
United States, in extending the great railroad
there 1,400 miles long, from Western Canada,
through the courtry North and West of Huron
and Superior, through the country to the rocky
“mountaing at the vermillion pags, a pass
prepared by nature, ¢ sgunited now for
an easy waggon road, gradual ascent

up-and gradual descent down,”—I quote the |§
and many valuable lives, is to be found in rail-
way communication through this- Canada of
ours to the Straits of St. Juan de Fuca and
Vancouver's Island. Your very humble co-la-
borer has become filled with, a desire to see
the shores of the Pacific,
have the honor to address you again, I hope it
may be to aid in carrying out, for the honor of
Canada and the glory of her future name, the
gchemes you may hereafter devise to secure
what the liberality of England has offered
through the despatch of one of her ablest and
most reliable statesmen.

words of Captain Palissier,—only about" 4,600
feet above the level of the sea, and being the
best point for passing that hitherto supposed
difficult barrier, in the United States south of
49. 'The railroad trail passes through 1,200
miles of desert, uncultivated; south, even to the
32nd depree, it is far worse. ' This ig the great
fact that forbids the march of improvement or
cultivation. Between us and the Pacific lies a
fertils country, where Province af er Province,
equal to either Upper or Lower Canade, may
be formed through that territory. Let us take
advantage of our blessings in being permitted
by Divine Providence, tolive in peace. Letus
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not geek to lead our youth to war, or to infuso
into them a military spirit.
them our neighbors across the line are involved
in an execrable and unholy war, and are creat-
ing & debt of hundreds of millions, & tithe of
which would have made the road to the Pacific,
half of which would have freed theslaves and
enriched the South. Butletus take advantage
‘of their misfortune, and by economy, by libéral
‘and free trade legislation, keeping off harbor
tolls, port dues, and protective tariffs, encour-
age importation and reciprocal trade, and I
have no feartfor the revenue.
ter of Finance still further reduce the duties on
tea, sugar, and cottons, and for every farthing
he takes off, he will find hundreds of dollars of
revenue to flowin. We could import by millions
under such a fiscal policy ; axd our American
neighbors mugt then become our customers. Let
there be no envy or jealousy between us, but
let them see in us only economy of Government
purity of administration, and freedom without
‘leentiousness,
that “democratic
cquity and pure administration go hand ia
hand together.
géntlemen, but to remind you that nature has,
fortunately for ug, made it evident that the
shortaess of distance, the equality of levels,the
character of the 'soil, the openings in the moyn-
taing, the harbors in the Gulf of Georgia on
the Pacific, the unsurpassed and incalculable
gold-fields of British Columbia, are all so many
“inducerents, that the grand secret so long
sought of a passage to the south-west, to Asia,
for the trade of China, Japan and California,
with their tea, silk, fine ivory and lacquer
work, besides cattle and gold, ‘to secure which

Unhappily . for

Let our Minis-.

Let it be our study to show
institutions and security,

It remains for me, honorable

ngland - has spent . her millions of money

If I should ever

(Cheers.)

R e o N,

QUEBEC:
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