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REPORT 
OF TIlE 

s j~ LE C T CUM~IITT~~E 
ON THE PETITION OF DR. REES. 

~\Ir. Robinson moved that the P.:tition of \Vil:ialll RUi, late Medical ~:llp(:rintendent 
of the Provincial Lunati:; A"ylulU at Toronto; prayill~ that the re~nhlt ion and report 
pre pared by" ('nlUmittcl' of the l"""islati n~ As..;embly i 1\ 1 :-:.1 I, respectin~ hi claims for 
compell~ation 1'1'1' injuries sustained while in di:-;charge IIf hi,; public prl)re~',i()nal (Iutie;;, 
may be refer!',·r1 to a Committee for inv(':.;ti,~;ttion, lw !'I,fer!'l'(! to a ~~ekM CUllllllitt(f, con
sisting of ~r.-','r" Playfuir, Cameron, \Vilson, Bureau, an(l th" mover. 

Ypas-7.'1; 1\'",',,/-,-'37,* 

Cn:II\!I'I'["IOE ROO)I, Tu(>,hy, 30th ~\pril, l~~(;l. 

Th" :~elcct ('''lUmittec to whieh was referred the "dlti,JU lIt' Dr. "-illi:11l1 Hc"", late 
.:IIedical Superintendent of the Pr"\'inei;d Lunatil~ .-\.:'ylulll at Toronto, beg leav,' to repnrt.t 

That they have .c:.ivl:'n (lue cnn:-;idcration to the mattcr:-; r.,feITcrl to them in ~:Iirl Petition, 
That the facts :.;tated in the :.;aill l'ditilln are already IH'fll!'(' Your H, l}lOr:1 hIe H 011:<,0, 

III connection with a previous application. . 
That your CUlllmittee find, that lllany ycars ago Pr. H,'e:-;, actuaterl by IHlIliane 1ll0t.ive1l, 

brought to thc attention of the Lcg-isluture, and other authoriti"5 in TT pper ('all:l,]a, t Iw 
f'1)~ition of tlI""" in;<ane persons whll, at tllat time, were unfortunately confiue,l in the (~~,,]., 
,.f the country, 

That it was owin,c:. iu a great 1\ei!rr.'I' to th .. ,·xcrtion:..; aud rt'j.rcs('ntatiun~ of Ill'. Re('1~. 
that t11o' fir;.;t Lun<ltil: Asylum was f'"t~lbli"h('t! in Upl"'!' Canada, 

That while in the performancc of hi.~ dutir'c, a" ,'I.·dical Supcrintendcutuf such .\:'Iylum 
In Toronto, he sustaincd severe injuries from the attacks of two Lunatic", whi"h (as was 
shewn to Your (JOllll11ittel' in the c('rt.ificatc" .. f many Medical Practitioner...; of the highest 
respectability) have perlllancntly injured his health, and rendered him unfit f,)l' the 
practice of hi::; pr"fes:;ion. 

That in the year!" 1:-:-1:6 and 1:";[)1, the case of Dr, Ree:; was favorably rcpt,rteu on by 
('ommittees "t' the Ll:,!:islatur<~, which reports Your ('nmmittee regret have l'cc:ultcrl in nn 
permanent at!vallta.~e to Dr. Rees, 

Your COllll1littE'c arc of opinion that Dr. Rees is not altogether incapaeit,!tE'rl from acti,c 

,:~. The ,"ute w,,"ld have been nearly nnanimon8 hut for the objection explainc,l, viz.: That, '" two reports 
Dad already been made iu favor of the petitinuer, the (trJVernment ~hould have acterl without further refer 
enCQ to Parliament. 

t Being the third report of Select CumUlitlcc, of the Legiolati\"t\ AEsembly in favour of granting permlt
nent provision, as compensation for injuries occurring in the public fen'ice, together with an Appondix, con
sisting of documents transmitted to the Government, and connectsd with the early institution of Lunatic 
Asylums in Canada, during ~, period of twenty-five year~, inolu~ive. 
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duty, and would therefore reeommend him to the consideration of the Government, 
and that some provision or situation suited to the circumstances of his case may be given 
o him. 

Your Committee woul,l al~o rccommend that the Medical Certificates signed by 
Doctors Herriek, BoveIl, Hallowell, Beaumont and Blatherwick, be printed 

(Signed,) Jonx BEVERLEY ROBINSO;\, Chflirmoll. 

;\lr. ex-Sheriff .Jan'j:-; (formerly one of the Commissioners of the Lun;:ttic Asylum, of 
Toronto,) wa:.' ill attendallC'C and t(,,,tifierl as fullows: Ha~ known Dr. Re('~ 10n)2: and intimately; 
alway" cIJnsidcrcd him a public benciact')r and entitle,! to the ('olJ:liueration of the Govern
mCllt ; rerncmbn, thc time whell allcged injuries were received, and thinks the Doctor R 

.<:clJnal health imr~,ired ever since, though he might still be employed advanbgeuusly. 

b'yti'm:ls 111/,1 Jff, ,/i"I1/ (!af~/;c"t..:,'. 

,\\' ('. the unrhr:<igncd, ha \'E' heen acquainted with Dr. Rees for a IOllg sericri of yean. 'V (' a\'(' rer~on'llly cognizant of the fact tllat hc ~ul'tained \'ery c:crinm injurie~, principally 
I)f the h,'ad, but al"o in other part:-< of the h'Hly,-while ill t he (1i~ehar:',' of hi:; Professional 
dutic:, at tlw Provincial LUlIatic :\"ylulll. That, in ('/)lI~"(llleJl('e of the injuries. he wa~ 
rendererl una hIe fur a enn~idcrahlc time to continuc hie; dlltie,~ at tllC' In~~titution. 

That at the peri(,,1 indicatcd, and ~l1h~Nluentl.'i in l:-:::I1):>t the inc-tanee of a Parlia
I1I<:utary C c>lJ 1111 it tpe, he was examined by l\I cdical men, and on t hi' last occasion pronounced 
uufit to praeti~ ... 11"1' ha~; be :-;inee 1,raeti~eJ, nor ba~ he practised cincc tIlt' receipt of 
t.1lt' injurie:o:, ()wiTlt!: to his continued impaired health frtlm the above causes, 
,,- c, therefore, cOIJ!-i,ler him fully entitled to the measure oj' relief reclimlUCndt2d in 
tl1r Report /If the ('ollllllisf'ioners of the Asylum to th~ Government 011 the oct:asion, and 
of the Committee of Parliament" embodied in a resolution, prcpared by it" Chairman, Dr 
~eboll.-Scc Appr-ndix. 

GEORGE HERRICK, ;\I. D., 
.TA!'lES BOVELL, 1\1. D. 

I herel,y ('l'rtif:y, at the rerttH~t (It Dr. Ht'(,~, that ~! (:('rtain cl'I'tificatc signed by me 
l'Ind I,ublished in tllC .Journals of the H'Jll,'C of Assembly of l~;)l, (such certificate therein 
bearing date ,T annary 4th li-l4t),) was fully horne out, in my opinion, by t.llC circumstances 
of his case, and that his impaired state of health was I,roved by evidelll"e takcn before 
Commissioners of thc temporary Lunatie Asylum of Toronto, to have been mainly caused by 
injurics ],('f'<'ived frum lunatics whilst in tIl<' performance of his duties. I was at this time 
one (If the COIDmif)sioncrs uf the .bylum, and took some pains in the investigation, a report 
of which was published in the aforesaid ,Journals of the House. Occasionally, sinee this 
period, Dr. Rees ha:> consulted me as to his impaired health. "T. R. BEAU;\IONT, 

Toronto, C. W., February, 18th, 1861 
F. R. C. S., Eng. 

49) QUEEN STREET EAST, 
Toronto, Mmch 2, 1861. 

I have UL'L'lJ acquainted with Doctor Hee" lur the last tl{e?ltZ/-tlco !fear,,; at the com
mencemcnt of that period he was in the active discharge of his duties, as Medical Super
intendent of'the Provincial Lunatic c\sylum. I was 011 H:!ycral occasiou~ cunducted by 
him t.hrough the c:-:tablishment, and had ample upportunities afforded me of witnessing his 
~uccessful mode of treating the patient:::, and his enthusiastic cxertion~ on hehalf of the 
" PO"" lUi/ufic." 

Sume years aftcr the period referred to (and while still acting a~' medieal officer to 
the institution) Doctur Rees sustained very S(lVere illjurL" : r ... m a maniac, (one, of the 
most violent description,) in consequence of which Dr. Hcc!- was obliged to relinquish hi~ 
charge for a season,-his bodily organs generally, having suffered so much functional 
delangement as to disqualify him from service. 

Having carefully perused the various certificate" furnished by Staff Surgeon 
Delmage, Drs. Herrick, Badgley, Bovell, and others personaily known to me, and com-
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paring the conclusions at which they have arrived, with the opinion I have myself formed 
of Dr. Rees' bodily condition-during frequent intercourse with him for the 
last 13 or 14 years, I corroborate t]le statements of the above gentlemen in every 
particular. 

WILLIAM HALLOWELL, M. D. 

)1. R. C. Sllryeon, Edimbur!Jh. 
QUEBEC, 29th April, 1861. 

SIR,-Havins·, previously to appearing before your Committee, examined the state 0 

Dr. Rees' health, the Report of the Committee of Commissioners of the Toronto Lunati 
Asylum, aud documents from Drs. Badgley, Herrick, Bovell, Arnoldi, Beaumont, Hallowell 
and others, I am of opinion that Dr. Rees has suffered permanently from the injuries he 
received while in charge of the Toronto Lunatic Asylum; and that he is disqualified from 
the active pursuit of his profession. 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

The Chairman of the Committee 
of the Le~islative Assembly. 

APPENDIX. 

THOG. BLATHERWICK, 
,jtut/ Surgeul1 

To the Honorable CHARLES ALLEYN, Prot,h,cial SeCl'etaI'Y, Quebec. 

TORONTO, March 6, 18131. 
SIR,-~Iy claims, the subject on which I had the honor to address you in April 1858, 

i'till remaining unadjusted, I beg leave to transmit the within illedical certificatu.l and 
evidence of the continued ill effects and consequences of the injuries received by me in the 
public service, which, together with the other papers already bcfore Government, caunot 
fail, I humbly conceive, fully to establish what I have from the CClllmcnconent of my 
application constantly urged aJ a just claim. 

On the suggcstion of the Honorable F. Hincks, the late Honorablc Henry Sherwood, 
many years since proposed to me that., by way of compensation, I should accept ~ome 
easy office, the duties of which I could perform notwithstanding illy impaired health; but 
no such situation ofiered itself for a long time, or until an Act was pass cd for appointing 
a Board of Prison Inspectors (a suggestion for which the public are indebted to myself) i 
a placc in that Board with a salary I felt disposed to acccpt, knowing thc duties wcresuch 
as I could fulfil satisfilCtorily to thc public, if they were not too onerous for my state ot 
health, which I then thought they would not bc. Under these circumstances, and being 
willing to work for the public as long as I could, I became an applicant for one of' thc~lc 
Inspectorships, which, however, was not conferred on me. I therefore urge my application 
for the permanent provision contemplated by the Report of the Committee above referred 
to, and it seems scarcely necessary to draw attention to the fact that my application for 
office under such circumRtances, and from such motive~" cannot possibly militate again6t 
my claim-so fully established by the evidence and medical certificates now sent anJ 
already before the Government-which leave no doubt of my permanent ill health arising 
from injuries received in the public service, and consequent inability to follow my 
Profession-facts which are quite consistent with a desire and ability some time since 
expressed, to fulfil the duties of an office of a particular description. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your very obedient humble servant, 

W:u. REES 

[I beg to call attention to the fact thll,t when I first applied for compensation, and for many years 
afterwards, there was a large fund applicable to such a purpose in the Lunatic Asylum Tax-which, in 1858, 
was 80 productive as to yield over £30,000, left balance when it ceased; ,vhat amount remained when the tax 
ceased to be collected I do not recollect, but it waS a. very considerable !UIn.-W R.) 
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Extract from Report on Petition of Dr. REES, 1851. 

SELECT COl\DIlTTEE IN SESSION OF 1851: Dr. Wolf red Nelson, Ohairman; Sir 
Allan N. McNab, Messrs. John Prince, J. Bouthillier, Dunbar Ross. 

Your Committee beg leave most respectfully to Report, That they have given the 
most careful consideration to the matter referred to them. They find that the circum
stances connected with the case are already before Your Honorable House, in connection 
with a previous application; and it is therefore unnecessary to do more than refer to them. 
It appears that on the establishment of a Provincial Lunatic Asylum at Toronto, in Sep
tember, 1840, and opened, January, 1841, Dr. Rees, who had been mainly instrumental in 
procuring its establishment, was appointed l\Iedical Superintendent to the Institution, an 
office which he continued to hold until the month of October, 1845, and with a degree of 
success, as regards the treatment of the patients, contrasting favorably with some of the 
best conducted Asylums in Europe. This i:: satisfactorily shown in the able Report of 
III. Spear, member ofthe Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons, London, to the Commis
"ioner., of the Toronto Asylum, in 1843, which is appended hereto (No.1). (See Journals.) 

In the autumn of 1844, Dr. Rees was, on different occasions, attacked by two of the 
unfortunate beings under his charge, and received such severe injuries in the head and 
other parts of the body, as to compel a temporary retirement from the active duties of his 
situation. Various papers connected with this are appended (No.2). They (the Com
mittee) hav;:; no hesitation in believing his c:t:.;e to be one of a very painful charact.er; and 
they most respectfully recommend him to thc Government, for such provision as they may 
deem fit to award to him, under the pcculiar circumstances of his case; 

;\11 which is respectfully submitted. 
Resollttion of OhaiJ'man-DJ'. W. NELSON. 

Resolved, That an humble address be present~d to His Excellency, the Governor 
G cUCl'al, informing His Excellency that this House has agreed to a Report of a Select 
Committee in favor of 'Yilliam Rees, Esquire, late Medical Superintendent of the Toronto 
Luuatic Asylum, rfcommending such suitable allowance to be made for injuries r:ceived 
by him while in the di,~C'har~;e of his duties, from the period of their occurrence, as His 
Excellency lllay deem the case nnder the circumstances to warrant, and to request His 
Excdlency's f~lvorable consider:ltion thereof, and that a copy of the Report be also trans
mittul to His Excellency. 

WOL. NELSON. 

MEDICAL CERTIFICATES. 
Dr. ABNOLDI tu the Honorable' JOHN ROSE, Cumlni"s/oner of Public lrorks. 

[",JR,-The attention of Government having been drawn during the present Session of 
the Le;;i~,bture to the case of Dr. Rees, of' Toronto, late medical Superintendent of the 
Provincia'! Lunatic Asylum, and having in common with his numerous medical friends 
felt deep interest that he should bc adequately re(luited for hi;, pa;,t and valuable services, 
may I beg your serious and immediate attention to his prayer-now fully before the 
Government. Dr. Rec~ has devoted a very large portion of his professional life to the 
establishment of' Lunatic Asylums in Canada. He visited the Continent of Europe to 
obtain the most recent and approved mode::, of conducting such Institutions, altogether at. 
his own expense, and on his return, after many applications to the Legislature, succeeded 
in getting the present Toronto Asylum founded, and was appointed the first Medical 
Superintendent, the duties of which he discharged from 1840 to 1845 with great success 
and universal satisfaction. The status which this Institution immediately acquired needs 
no eulogy from me. 

Dr. Rees had many of' the very worst cases to manage, and in the last year of his 
servitude he received a very severe blow on the head, inflicted by a powerful maniac, and 
was otherwise severely injured by blows and kicks about t.he person. After this mishap, 
Dr. R. was rendered incapable of discharging his duties for a considerable length of timej 
the Board of Trustees or Commissioners, ordered a medical enquiry to be made OD his 
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state, in consequence of which a unanimous resolution was passed and submitted to 
Government, recommending" permanent relief" to the Doctor. Dr. R.'s case being injury 
received while in the discharge of his duty, is precisely the same as that of an officer in 
the army-a pension was undeniably his right. May I, therefore, trust you will give Dr. 
Rees's case your serious consideration and favourable support. 

I remain, 
Sir, 

YOUi' mO:-lt obedient humble servant, 
FRS. ARNOLDI, M. D 

Toronto, l\'Iay:-<, 1860. 

CtI'tUiccbte oj D,·. DEL)IACE, Stalf S'/I':;I'I"I, (to thf' EN'Clltil:l' C/-ovprnmellt),-ToI"Ollto, 
l1!rt)'Clt. ~1.~t, 1851. 

DEAR SIR, 

I have perused with attentioll the papers mentione::l in your note of yesterday, con
cluding from their contents, and the converilation which I have had with you on the pre
sent state of your health, I he"itate not declaring it as my opinion, that the nature of 
the injuries which you have received, while in the discharge of your public dutie~, as Su
perintendent of the Provincial Lunatic Asylum of thi.,; place, were most severe, and the 
results now most serious, in all probability likely to be permanent. I therefore consider 
you are justly and fitly entited to a sufficient or permanent remuneration in consequence; 
and, were an officer of our army to have suffered such, uuder ~imilar circumstances, I feel 
quite confident a life-pension would be granted to him. 
. Believe me, dear Sir, 

SIR, 

Yery truly youri, 
C. C. J. DEL:\IAGE, M.D., 

Staff Surgeon. 

Cl'rt1jicate of F. BADGLEY, ill. D. 
TORONTO, 5th March, 1851 

In accordance with your request, that I would furnish you in writing with 
my opinion (for the information of the Executive Government), as to your U present state 
of health, and your fitness for resuming genenl Medical practice," I beg to state that, 
after the minute examination to which I subjected you on a recent occasion, I consider 
your health to be such that no Life Insurance Company would undertake a risk upon your 
life, in consequence of the injury sustained by you, in the course of your dutie£l at the 
Asylum, in 1845, by the hands of tIle man Dempsy, 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant] 

F. BAD8LEY, M. D 

Extract from the Report of Seh:rf Committee of the HOl/se of Assembly 011 Pct:'tion of Dr 
Rees, 11fay, 1846. 

SELECT COMMITTEE IN SESSION OF 1846: Messrs. W. B . .Robillcon, Chairman 
George McDonell, William H. Boulton, Robert Christie, Et. Tache. 

With regard to that portion of the petition praying compensation for injuriel! 
received from the unfortunate and irresponsible class of our fellow-beings under his charge, 
while discharging his duties, this your Committee apprehend can no more be denied to him 
(the petitioner) than to a soldier wounded in the service of his country. 

In the case of the petitioner, notwithstanding the previous misunderstanding between 
the Board of Commissioners and himself on the occurrence of these accidents, a most strict 
and careful examination and investigation was gone into by the Commissioners, as proved 
by the minutes of their proceedings, they were satisfied, as' your Committee are, by the 
medical certificates produced by the petitioner therefrom1 and unanimgusly cODcurred in 
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the opinion that he was entitled to compensation at the hands of the Government, as certi. 
fied by their Report appended to this petition, and this is fully borne out by the accompany· 
inc.' stronO' recommendation of the Lord Bishop of the Diocese, the Mayor and Corporation 
ol'the City uf Toronto, and other Heads of Departments in the City. Tiley cannot too 
strongly Ul'ge the requital of valuable services in meritorious public officers, and compensa
tioll to them for injuries which they may receive incidental to their employment. That 
during the whole period of his term of office, he seems to have devoted his undivided and 
exclusive attention to the duties of his situation, having from the moment of his appoint
ment relinquished a re:o;pectable and increasing general practice. And in his profession.al 
management he appears, by the accompanying documents, not only to have merited, but to 
have obtained the high approbation of the Commissioner:-;, and that also of all the members 
of his profession who visited the Institution under his charge, and of those who, in their 
l:ap:H.:ity of commentators Oil the subject of Insanity and Lunatic Asylums, have paid a 
high compliment to his :-;yi'itl'm of treatment in the Asylum at Toronto, as proved by its 
statistics, when compared with those of similnrinstitutions in other countries. 

lIonoraUe \' C. JA;\IESON to HonomMr H. SHERWOOD. 

KINO STREET, TORONTO. 

My DEAR Sm,-I not long :1,,:0 wrotl' to my honorable friend,: Sir Allan McNab, 
upon the subject of the claims which I cannot but think Dr. Rees possesses upon Govern
ment, in respect to 1,3st services and continuing injuries, sustained in the cause of 
humanity, ending in clu.jn!', of his professional career without a moral imputation upon his 
character, but a difference of opinion as to the internal government of the institution of 
which he may 1)(' said to be the fouader. You are at present disconnected with the 
Government, and therefore may be supposed to be a disinterested advocate. Several of 
the Commi~sioner" who with myself presided over the Lunatic Asylum when Dr. Rees was 
the lVledical Superintendant, feel that there is in his case one of hitherto unrequited merit. 

The accompanying documents, which have already been before Parliament., establish 
the most important facts connected with his case. 

If you can use your proper moral influence in what many deem to be a good cause, 
you will at nil events ~iye much pleasure to your faithful servant, 

ROBERT ~. J Al\IESON. 
Tu the HOlloral)le Henry Sherwood, &c., &c., &c. 

Hr))/(!i(tUe H. SHERWOOD to .D-I'. REES. 

QUEBEC, 6th October, 1852. 
l\I y DEAR SIR,- [ han hau an interview with Mr. Hincks on the subject of your 

claim, and upou the whole it was satisfactory. He seems quite disposed to recognize your 
claim, and requests me, as I shall do, to place it before the Govel'nment in the shape of a 
memorial. He ;,aYR that the Government intend to come down to the Legislature with a 
Bill for the establishment of Institutions for the imprisonment and correction of juvenile 
offenders, one of which is to be erected in Toronto, and if the proposition meets the approba· 
tion of Parliament, and becomes a law, that he will give you the management of it at a 
respectable s:tlary. If this arrangement, however, should fail, I feel justly confident that 
T can get your ju;;t claim anw,\L'j"(,d in some other way. 

W. Rees, Esq., 
Toronto. 

Yours truly, 
HENRY SHERWOOD. 

Copy (1 Letter, Dr. REES to the Honorable N. A. MORIN, Provincial Secretary. 

QUEBEC, 4th December, 1854. 
Suggestion for a Provincial Sanatory Commission or Board of Inspection proposed 

for the purpose of ena bUng the Government to institute a more perfect system or'Inspection 
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or supervision in the future management of the vatious Institutions in whieh the Public 
Health may b~ more or less deeply affected ill this Province. 

SIR,-The almost universal complaint f)f thc want of' order and dis(,il'liIH' wllich ha:i 
existed for so many years, and which has b"l'll mure particularly nine'l',l til\'()lI,;.'h the pulJ
lic press, prompts me tu submit fur your (·t)llsideration the a!J()\'l' propo.~cfl pcrmanent 
Board or e'ommi~sion, l,y which a lllCtl'L' thorough illYl'sti;.:atioll illto til(' (Juaralltine aud 
Emigrant Departmcnts, the Marinl' allLl other Hospitab, tltl' J,ullatil' A~)llllll:j, Peneten
tiary and Prisons lllay Iw more effectually lH[llle with view::l to their illll'roVelllent; the abuve 
propused plan being that which obtaius ill Illtlo't. of the ~tatc:; til' Eul'Op('. 

I shall be happy lllore fully to elltcr into details, shuulll thi, ~uo:"~l,,tiun meet the 
approbation of the UOYl'l'llment. 

1 avail myself uf thi" upportunity uf eudo . .;ing a letter frolll I '1'. N ('Ison, to w hum the 
above propositiun In.; been ~ubmitted by me, :lUd in which Ill' fully coneurci. 

[ h:\ye the honor to be, Sir, 

To the Honorable ~. A. Morin, 
Provincial Secretary, Quebel' 

Your obedient servant, 
WILLIAM REE8. 

MONTREAL, ~3rd N o\'elUb~r, l:-::G-l 
My DEAR }IORI~,-T!te bearer, VI'. !tees, an uld and IlIuch e::;tecllleti friend, will 

have the honor to hand thi" to YUH. I can IUO::;t ~~fely 1'l'l'UllllllellLl the VI'. tu yuur kiuJ 
cunsideratiun. 

He is quite conversant with IIo.~pihl~, Asylums, and evcry othl'l' departlllcnt ellllJl'a~~d 
Ly his profession. ~houl,l the present (;"\'t.'l'lllllent be disl',,:;cti to t:tke :;f1l11C :-;("110 tu I,LI<:t· 
our public Sanatory Institutions on a 'Jet tel' fuundation, and UoLl ktllll\"" they rt" III i n' lUlU: II , 
I know of few 1UI'It bett('r (lualifi~d to make valuahle ~u~g(',;tiolts liH' till' admillistraliull ut' 
:-mch matters, for the Dr. is cminently pr:ldi(,HI alld lllllCh .~i\,l'll to ~tudy, altOl has !ted 
grc1t experience. 

A Sanatory Board i" \'cry lUuch required, e(lually fUl' the 11l~IlI'tit lit' tlte ~iL'k, thl' 
stranger, the alienated and the infirm. All l'.stablishlllL'llt lit' this llature wlluld be all 
honor to the country, would :-;a\'t' it many thousands uf pllunds annnally, :\[l'i relil've tht; 
Adu1inistration lit' a va..;t alllount of truuhle U\1I1 \·cxation. 

I alll sure yllu will I,ardull th.~ freet/"lll uf Illy rcmarks, knowinC" a::; I dl) ltuw d,"Yllt!;d 
you arc tu the be:'t iutel'l':-;t-l uf our <:ulllJUon c(lulltry. 

Yours very falthi'lllly, 

\\'OLFRED NELSON. 

iJr. NELSON tu iJr. REEs. 

MO:-iTREAL, ~5th September, 1856. 
l\h DEAR DUt'1'u!{,-1 ha\'~ llI11ch plea:mre in acknowlell.c-illg yllur [lvor of the ~:!ud 

in8tant, and BlUet eitl'l'rfully l'UlUpl y with your ref I Ul'~t, that ) un may ha \'e a copy of Illy 

comlllunication to the UoverIJ\JIeut on the necc.';sity of' e.·;tahlic;hill.'-' a Hlllr.! uf' IlI~l'ediuu 
for the supervision of' our 1'11/'//", ('/IIIJ'itaUe, POliti and SlIllitar!.! [lJstitution~, provided 
the Honorable thl~ Pruvincial Set:retary has no uhjection to it; IJUt ple;t:;l' to ul':;l'rve t!tat 
this must be on the conditiull that you transmit me a cupy of tbat • .lOCUlIlCllt, f;)r it so 
happens that the original is mislaid, and I Rm desirous of' pus,:.'~"ill.!! a trall-eript "I' it 

I am right glad that you take sueh a deep interest in this llltt::! important matter, the 
carrying out of' which would coufer infiuite honor un the preseut Atlministration, as well 
as incalculable bencfit UpUIl the cause of lilli/Wllil!.!, science, allLI ou tlte charader of the 
country. Indeed, I know of nothing of greater importance, and am sure that our friends 
the Ministers would reap great popularity and consideration by drawing the attention of 

B 
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the Lc,,'isbture to such a much called for mcasure. You may show this letter to the 
ProYin~ial Sec-retary if you think proper. 

I am, in I?;reat haste, . 
Yours faithfully, 

WOLFRED NELSON. 

Dr HEI:RICK to IIoJ/oraUe v'. IIINCKS. 

TORONTO, August 17, 1852. 

~Iy ]lEAl: HI~:CK~;,-Y ou wight have rccently observed that the conditio? and 
lllann~Cll1ent of the <:aol8 as recrards the health of their inmates, has been the subJect of 
s('\'Cr~~ animad rer"ioll in' th,-~ p~blic prints, no less than the complaints against the 
Pr"Ylncial Lnnatic .:hylum, 

XI,,>\" it ILI~ occurred to me that if an Inspector of Gaols and Lunatic A.sylums was 
appointed fur the "'estel'll silllilar to that of the Eastern section of the ProvlDce, lately 
:c i \'l'll to Dr, :..'"hIl1, no Il1canue would afford greater public satisfaction. I have b~en led 
to make tlll':;e ()h~jl'l'\'atinll', because 1 haye made arrangements to proceed to Parhament 
fur t he plll'p(l~e (If (,j,tain iug justice fur that much injurcd and lcng ne.glected,. yet 
ill I'l'illli 1)11.-; 1'1I];]i<: £":l,\,:l11t, 1:1'. H('f"-:I Illan more cminelJtly qualified from hlsex~erlence 
:dlJ :tl,[;LuJe lur such an office as the above, call1lot JJe found, nor would any appomtment 
~~) "l' grea tel' flati~'faet ion. 

The L('hi~laturc haying two Ill' three times recommended provision. for him as compen
~'lti'l!l, and as 110 man kls aOU(' more to aill thc public,* I do hope that you will at once 
carry "lit tlli,; sllgges[iuu, tllg..ther with the recoillmendation of the Committee in their 
i-:"~(Jluii(lll or last 8(':osiol1, so that he may extricate himself from the embarrassment under 
which he has SI) 101l~' ,uffercd. 

I lllay nntul'C' 'to add that I feel :t::'urcll Dr. TIolph will fully agree in all I have here 
advanced, 

I am, tIcal' Sir, yours truly, 
GEORGE HERRICK, M. D. 

To the HOlloralJle F, Hincks, .xc" &c. 

Fn"" Ihe TOI'OHlo Patriu', .Jf(/f} 17th, 1839 • 

..;, .. "'" this ,lay. lu,Y l.cfure tbe public, a :orrcct list of the Bills passed dUl-ing the Inte Session ofthe Legis
.. latll~e, a~1C,n~' wblch I., tone fol' the establishment of 11. Lunatic ABylum.-the public is mainly indebted to 
.. the, 11lu~I:Ii,gahlo l,er~ever"nCt' of Dr. Rees, who, we slDcerely hope will be rewarded for his useful and 
., l'l'al.·:cIV'lTtby "cal, hy n pr,~t of Hunor und cmolulllcr.t in the establishment and not like Bentivoglio be 
.. Jcnie<l ~.llllitta1ll'l' illt" the Hllppital which Le himself had erected." ' 

1.,v ?I'. l-:e~~ also was suggestc,\ tI:c existing Provin,eial Board of Works, a mcans of saving vast sums'to 
the public. addlD;; gn'atly t" tLe. efficlcncy and l,rl Hn~lllg the ubmea then so much complained of ill thai 
llllpO; t mt hmnch of tho public scn'ice. 
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election you will equally secure t.he interests of t.hat interesting race who are lllOle especially 
the object of this application, and render great personal satisfaction to 

Your most obedicn t. humble sen,lI1t, 
To the Honorable F. Hincks W. ('.HLL·,· 

We, the undersigned, respectfully certify that we lw\"e lun~ known Dr. William 
Rees, and willingly bear testimony to the active zeal and humanity with whi"h Ill' 11:1:; fur 
several years devoted his able professional skill to the service of the Lunatic :\:y lum; awl 
humbly recommend him to the favor of His Ex,ceUency the Covcrnor General. 

ALLAN N. l\IACNAB, 

J OIIN TORONTO, 
ROBERT S. JA)IESON, V.ChI'., 
J. n. l\IAC.H'LAY, Jud~e,(~. B. 
;\. l'I'LEA:\', .Judgc, Q~ B 
C. :\. HAGER}L\X, (2. 13. 
W. B. JARVIS, Sheriff, H.D., 

and one of t11l' COllJlI1i:,,;ioner.;, 
Lunatic A:cylum. 

I have always heard Dr. ReGS' SLl'\'iCt,;, in the cill'c u1' Lunati"."; eon1iue,1 in the 
Asylum, spoken of as being very zealous and c;uccc~st'lIl; lmt I haye 110 knowl,.d~:l' fit' the 
grounds on which those services ha.ve been discontinued. 

Jxo. ];, HOBle;:':II:>, Chief Justice. 

We, the undersigned. Members of the Corporatiun "I' the City ,,[ T"I""lltn , haying 
been a.cquainted with Dr. Rees as a professional man for wany }l:ILi, awl ha\'ill~ witlJl'~H",j 
the talent and zeal which he has manifested in the (;olldud am1 liImw;,:clIlcut ,,j' the 
Temporary IJunatic Asylum in this City, durill3' the many ,Y,'ar:< whirh he ha:-; bel'n ('I,g:lg' ,I 
in the medical superintendence of that Inst.itutioll, IIIII:-;t 1'Cc;1'l'C'ti"1l1l:r l'cc'ulIlnH'11l1 him to 
the favorable consideration of His Excellency t.he GovcrIlI'r (; ('Hera!. 

City Hall, 
Toronto, 13th March, 1~46. 

,\v}!. n. B"ILTO:\', :'I1:,.1'ur. 
HF.:-IUY t;lILltWIIIII', ~\idLl'llWI'. 
(~EO. Ut'H.\'ETl', "'d,j,:rmau. 
'V;\!. 'VL\KEFIt:('I', ;\\llCl'lII:tn . 
• iA;\lJS.' l;:~.\TY, .\ldcnllall, 
.\:-;C;U3 ];I:;TlI L.\' I;, ,\\,J,·\,w:tu . 
. 1. IIIJ,LL\RI> {'.\:III:li:::;, :\\01, I"III<ll1. 
HOBERT Vr:AI:Il, . \ ldl'llJI<lu. 
--- !)L:\I:-,,:-;, .Jr., Al<lcnllall . 
• Jon;1 ('rUlii, ('. \.: . 

. J.\:\II> 'l'l:OT'n:H, ('. ('. 
(;EO. l'L.\TT, C. U . 
• T. (~. HEL\RD, (:. C. 
~,D[L, l'L.\'l'i', C, C . 
• JOHr\ tltTelll':',', C. ('. 
TlIn:d \;:; .1. \'1; I>TII\', ~,:. (' . 

• JI.~~~\l'I!.A~~ j\l':':':, (1. (~. 
S;\~llr::. ~,I 1'1"'11 I:LJ" (' (t. 

Extmct/rom Dr. ~PEAn'." I~('p()}'t. 

J)r, Rees has b'y his exertiODs and his medical and lllural treatment, ml;"''[ the T"wlll-! 
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Lunatic Asylum, with all its disadvantage:-, to nearly a level with the most favoured of 
similar Institutions in Europe. 

I have the honour to I'e, with th., greatest rc:-peet, Sir, 
Your very ohedient ~ervant, 

ltoRERl' ~1'EAR, B. M., L. M. Cantab., 
Member of the Hoyal College of Physicians, London. 

To the Hon. Vice-Chancellor, 
Chief ('ommisc:ioner of Toronto Lunatic Asylum. 

Extract Ji·om thr' British AlilUic'II1 .}lJllrJwl 0./ Jf,'I"",-"l all,l Pll/}sical SciwC('. 
REPORT 01' TIlE Tnno:-;To Lt;:-;.\TJr: ASYLU:\I. - 'Ve ~lI'knowleclge the reception 

from Dr. Rces, thc late Physician of the Toront" Lunatic ~bylum for tlie Insane, of the 
H"l'nrt of that Institution for the last year, with a Summary for the last five years: At 
the late hour at which they were receive(l, we find it impracticable to pay that attentIOn to 
theill which their importance demands. The erow,]ed ~tate of our columns from matters 
which arc of extreme importance to tlH' profe:<sinn at large, entirely precludes this. We 
have, however, examined the dOCuUlcnt~, and find in them abundant demonstration of 
Dr, net's' perfect fitness fur the full di~,·harge of the important duties with which he had 
been iuvc~tL',I, and which we arc sorry tl) understand have been rather abruptly terminated. 
Dr. Hep:~' health has been much impaired from, we understand, some injuries received 
from a Lunatic, awl he is 11O\V prL'ferrilJ,~ just clail1u;, in which we hope he will be success
ful. \\' e have neWT heard but one sentiment in his favour, viz., one of praise; and it is 
to his exertion~ that the Torontu ~\sylum chiefly owes its existence." 

PrOin tlte J/ullti'r'IIl J/"dicI/1 (;I(,:rttc, April 1, 1845. 
'\\'e call the attention of our readers tl) the valuable report of Dr. \V. Ree,;, addressed 

to the Board of Commissioner,; 011 the condition of the Provincial Lunatic Asylum, of To
ronto, under his professional charge; and we regret that want of Rpace has prevented us 
from publi~hing in our present number the Htatistieal tables which accompanied his report. 
They arc drawn up in a most clear and f'atisfactory manner. By Dr. Rees' report the av
cra~c amount of ("l1re~ since the opening of the ~\sylum has been 60 per cent., which we 
conceive redounds most highly to his credit; and considering the limited accommodation 
in t h,' building, the many perplexing and mortifying difficultics which he had to encoun
ter in the exceution of his ollerous dutie;;, it speaks volumes in favor of his thorough ac
(luaintancc with the lllalady, to the treatl1lent of which he has for some years given up his 
whole attention an(l eJlI'r~ic,', 

In a very a],le repo~t drawn up by Dr. f.;pear~, in )breh '43, we find as confirmatory 
of thi" opinion of ours, a "tatt'ment ot' thf' average number of cures effected in different 
countricf', hy which we learn that our fricllcll l r. l\Cf'S stands I'eeond only on the list. The 
average lJumher of cures efff'r-tf'<1 at Bethlehem on all eatf'S is there I'tated to be 63 per 
('rnt. In the Conneeticut Af'ylum, 57--10 pcr eenL, in France, -t~-U per cent., in 
England generally 32 per cent. How ~tand the !'lortaliticf;? In Connecticut there are 
4-4 per eent.., in Paris 7-7 pcr cent., and at Toronto 7-f> per cent. The report above 
alluded to of Dr. Spcars, with other:, of' nn~, Dunlop and Recs we hope to be permitted to 
puhlish i? future numl)cr~, fcw they contain a mass of information rendered doubly valua
ble at thIS moment, from the fact of all the institution~ at present existing in this Prov
ince being merely of a temporary cleseription. 

Extract from tlte Pt"rst Rrport ,/ tlte As.'J1wn, l,y the ][on. R. /{ J A;\IESON, V. C., and 
(!ulirma1L of ,Ii,., RUllnl of Commissioners, 1841. * 

"When assuming thc rCRponRibility and the organization of the New Asylum, I well 
knew the benevolent ardour with which Dr. Rees has long devoted himself to the subject 

.. Exll'(('" fronl II" rNH ((O/r 8}1ccrh of Ihe lIolI. ('lti,! Justicc RobinRolI, em the OCCflsion of layill[J the/ollndatjorl 
Stullr of the X"ID Asylum, Torollto, AI/[l1l8t 26th, 18((;, 

~' The erect~oll of a. n~\T gaol in this city left the old gaol at the disposal of the proper authorities, 
and It was applied f)xcluslve),Y to the purpose of accommodating the insane who beiDg collected there 



13 

of the tl'eat~~nt of in.san~ pcrson~, ~nd that it was, in fact, owin~ mainly to his perseverance 
~hat t!t e t?XlstIng legIslative prOVISion was made. The patients were taken from the cells 
In wlllch they were .closely. confined, and placer} in purified, airy rooms, and their food criti
cally adapted to theIr ph?,sIcal state; in fad every thing done, which the constant attentien 
of a person devoted to IllS purpoi'e could effect. The effect of t his new (~nurse of life on 
the patient:> wal'l f'oon arparent. ~Ian.v who had long hecn confined a~ confirmed lunatic,.; 
were fo.und to be !abounng untlrr ,1l'ranVll1cnt ari:::ing from phYi<ical cause:-, an,l yielding 
to phYf.ncal remedIef;; several have eOUlpletely H"'O\'er('r{ who, but for this treat.ment., would 
probably never have rxhibited anllther t:'leam of r(,:I:-;on. ~n much good, I conceive, could 
never have been effected hy the mere occasional viC'it,; of a physician, however skilful. 
?-,he state of th~ asylum, and t.he Slll'C(':'S with which it ha,., been conducted, are shown forth 
III the approbatIon of the Grand Jury who visited the af'!ylulll, 10th .June, anrI whose 
presentment. i;; herewith appended!' 

Eytrnr:t frum Prr"oltmolt (~f the ("mnd Jury '~i tlte HU1/le Dis/rid, 4th Apr"', 184~ 
The Jurors aforesairl furthrr lJrl'~eut, that they have visited thi,~ temporary Lunatic 

Asylum; and have dfTivc,I f'qunl :-atisfaction from an examinat.ion into its managCll1en 
and condition. Here, too, order al1rl ciralllilll':'''prcvail throug"lwut., while the ;;;'~I)thing 
and humane system of treatmcnt, which the improvcd science an.l enlightened benevo. 
len~e of the.pre."en! day, hnve ~uhstituted fnr the rir,::nl'llUS and .enrreive reg?-latiom; by 
whIch r:lleh lDstItutlOns were formerly ~~n\,I'nJr,l, has been prn<!uC'tlye hen', a~ It has been 
everywhere else, of the most beneficial anll gratifying eonserjllencef;; eonduf'ive alikr to 
the pre~ent quiet and comfort, and to the ultimat.c recovery and restoration to :-;I)eicty of 
the unfortunate patients confined therein. 

In illustration of this pleasing fact, the .J urors beg to rl'port, that from the return,~ 
exhibited to thelll hy the l\Icdieal Superintendent oj' this establishment, it appear" that 
since it waR opened fifteen months ago, t.hcre has heen arlmitted 71) Patients, of whom 
forty have been rlisehargerl Cllrt·,l; thn;e dn. reliev('!l; threl' h.we dierl of corporeal di.~
ea5es; leaving at present in the .\sylulli thirty-of whom :,ixtcen are Illiot;;; and incurahlr, 
and five arc convalescent. 

were placed unrler the ('are of a medical w'ntIcman. Dr. Rces,-:!' who had m:vle insanity his study, and 
who discharged the duty \Jp had undertaken with ability anrl zeal. 

"r shall not be so unrea30nable as to attempt to detain YOll hcr<' ",I' gi\'ing any account of the 
,tatistics of insanity in this, or other countries. Those who have rr:lf! some of the reports on the 
management of J"unatit; .\~ylums puhlished in Europe, and in the Unite<l States of America, will nnt 
readily forget the' affecting descriptions of the almost magical improvelll('nt plOduced in the patients 
by the adoption of the kind trpatment which has, in mortern times, bern substituted for the banh sys
tem of constraint, amI intimidation formerly in U3e. Some of these, (I speak more particularly of 
report, which ban' been presented to tbe Legislature of thl> Statr- of New York,) arc among the most 
deeply interesting documents which I have ('vel' read. One fact I recollect to hav(' Reen stated in them 
which is indeed encouraging. It ii', tha t in on(' of the institutions of that :)tate, as well a~ in the wpll
known private establishment in Englanil, conducted hy Dr. Burrowes, the a\Cragc number of patients 
restored to the nse of their reason is about ninety-two in a hundrod. Dut then thi, calculation i.3 con
fined to CS16es where there has been no delay in applying tbe prOpf'f treatmrnt-when three months 
have been suffered to elapse the re.<nl l, is more doubtful; if a much longer time i; lost. the case seems 
to be in gpneral almost bopelcs~. It appfars as if the continued derangement of the mental pow€'rs 
occasions some corresponding disorder in flu' functions or strnrture of tlie material framr, which pre
vents thn current of thought from returning to it~ ac.CUBtomed channels. 

" We see then that in a vast proportion of the cas('s it must depend npon t he patient recei ving tbe 
proper treatment without delay, wbether he is to continue through the rest of l~is life a hewildered 
maniac, or to be spfedily restored to himself ann his family, a useful, and ratlOnnl, and }Jl!rhRpS a 
bappy being. And this heing so, what a satisfaction is it to reflect that from the day when thc door~ 
of tbis Asylum shall be opened there will he a retreat where all those who mny be thus affiictl!d ean 
have instantly the advantage of all those means which sripnce and humanity have provided in this 
enlightened age for affecting their restoration, if by the blessing of nod it be po~~iblc. .If they, or 
their friends shall be in circumstances to ilupport the charge of tbeir maintenance, tbey .will be received 
on those terms, if they shall be too indigent to have tbat in their power, then they 'VIII he supported 
at the public charge j a.nd whether the affiictt!d person shall be rich or poor, therc will bll n? essenti-al 
co.mfort, no useful luxury, no a.id whicb science and &kill can furnish-no necess~ry recreation for ~he 
mmd, or healthful employment for the bOlly with which wealth conld, under sueh Circumstances, furnish 

'" Dr. Rees was the first Medical Superintendent, !tnd received, as the law then. r~(luired, hi~ a~)pointment 
from the CrOWD UDder the high recommendation of Drs. Widmer &; Dunlop, the ongmal CommiSSIOners. 
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The Jurors regret to find however that an Institution which has rendered already so , , h . I 
much benefit to society, and which is capable of being mad.e lll.or~ coml?re enSIve y useful, 
is now lauguishing for want of ~he necessa~y SUppOI:t to. mamtam Its eXIstence. It ap~ears 
tl1at durinO' the fifteen months It has been III operatIOn It has been supported almost entIrely 
npon the c~'edit of the Institution,-that is to say, upon credit obtained in the expectation 
that money would be advanced by Gove~Dlnent to liquidate t~e. debts contracted, or upon 
the personal ('reclit oftbe Medical SuperIntendant and CommISSIOners. 

GEORGE GURNETT, 
Foreman 

C'tp!! of a Letter j,.oln Dl·. DUNLOP, J.lfP.P., to the Hon. S. B. HARRISON. 
TORONTO, 22nd November, 1841. 

My DEAR HARRISON,-Dr. Rees conceiving that you would be more apt to attend to 
the representations of a representative than his own, bas requested me to wr~te to you on the 
!'tate of the Asylum, under his charge. He is quite out of funds, the ?redIt?rS are clam~r
ous, and the servants are in a state of mutiny: :;0 that, if not speedIly reheved, he wIll 
have no alternative but to dismiss the lunatics and lock up the doors. This would be a 
sad pity, for they are doing well in all ea:)e:', and in many the cures have been. miraculous. 
Indeed, I never saw an establishment of the kind so well conducted Now, If these poor 
people are sent home to their friena" before they arc completely cured, a relapse will be 
the certain consequence. Do try to !jet something done. 

Yours truly, 

To Hon, S. B. Harrison, 
Provincial Secretary. 

WILLIAM DUNLOP. 

COp!! of Lettel" from Dr, REES to Hem, S. B. HARRISO~, Provincial Secretary. 

TORONTO, ~ ovember 24, 1842. 
Sm,-Impelled by the mo~,t urgeut pEcuniary difficultie:;, legal proceedings and legal 

expense:-;, I desire again to call your attention to my recent communications on the su':lject of 

it" popessor that will not in their case be equally brought within the reach of all, whether they be 
rich or poor. Their affliction will be their title to comforts and advantap:es which, while blessed with 
hl'alth anri the full enjoyment of their facultil'.-, they might san desi:'cd in "ain. But what is more 
important, they will bave one ground af hope for their recovery wllich nothing but the establishment 
of ~ome great. institution of this ntlture could place within the rea<:h of many: they will have the 
benefit of the c'-perience aC'111irE'd, as we may hope, by some Dlan of master mind with the daily 
"pportunity of observing "aBes of insanity in all it.~ forms, who will thus be able to appreciate cor
rectly the first symptoms of a gradual return to }'(,ason, nnd to gin in time to the sufferer his kind Ilnd 
intelligent aid. 

''In the conduct of these Institutions it hilS hcen wonderful to observe what effects are produced 
by tbe individual cllaracter and influence (If the Superintendant. It seems to be indispensable to 
Sllcce,s in any great, degree that he should possess remarkahle qualifications, both physical and men
t~.1. His manne.r, his appearance, his deportmeut, the eye, the tone of voice, the temper must all com
hln:, it is said, to produce that ascendancy over tlle mimI, and that control over the will of the insane 
p,llient which is nece2sary to produce confidence and procure repose, and without which, indeed, it 
woul,i he dangerous, if not impossible to allow that liberty which is so essential to reco'I'Cry, and 
which forms the pleasing distinction between the present, Ilnrl former methods of treatment. 

/: .Fifty years ago, tho:;e who might have witncsserl tile erection of a vast building like thIS for the 
rrccl'tlOll o~· the insane, might naturally have bad in their imagination, when th('y looked forward to 
Its completIOn, 8uccessive ranges of gloomy and comfortless cells resounding with the cries of misera.
hIe maniacs chained down upon their beds of straw, and shuddering at tbe sight of their harsh keeper, 
~'ho held only that dominion over them which he had acquired by force or terror. Now, the imagina.
tl~n -can d w~lI ~ith sometlling more than complacency upon the scenes which may be expected to be 
WIlnpf;sf'f1 wlthm the waIls and grounds of a Lunatic Asylum . 

•. ~he cheerful walk-the luxurious bath-the soothing music-the innocent games-the number
less relIefs from the tcdious weariness of life whicll ncti\"c benevolence cnn invent j all, it is true, 
enjoyed under a delusion, but still enjoyed-these arc the practices we read of iu such Institutions at 
tile present day: and is it not a blessed change? Can we be too thankful to those deyoted enthusiasts 
in tlle cause of humanity to whom the world is indebted for it? Who dare sar that he hall no 
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remuneration for my profcs:sional :-;el'\'il'l'~ to the Provincial Luna! ic Asy IUlll to which 1 
have not receive~ even an acknowledgelllent. That I :-;houhl be exposed to ':mch painful 
embarrassment wlthout any attention to my claims during it period of nearly two yeal~, 
the smallest sum excepted on account, out not equivalent to rent and fuel, which I wa,) tu 
receive, is really too bad when consideriu~' that I han! lleYutl'll lily undivided attentiOll to 
the responsible and very IIl/erOlls dutie~ u1' the "Hi\:(, I hold. r do tnmt that what the 
Statute provideg, as the ~alary of the Medical ~upcriuteuJeut, will be meted tu me, it 
being the distinct under:staudiut!; with lUyself awl the ('Ollll11isl:liollers ou my entering Ull 

the duty, that I was to receive th l , ~:ll11l', \' "ur eariieClt attention tu the subject will 
oblige 

To the Honorable S. B. Harrison, 
Provinebl Secretary. ' 

roUt" obcdit:nl humlJlc sen-aut, 

From 'V. B. JARV.!:';, Cl)JilJlI".;~/·,,/lt1 Llliwtic ~'L:Jll/lII, (II flu! If,,/luraZ,ll' U. S. J,L\IE::',O~, 
Chairman c/ the Bu((l'(l (/ C,)}lImis';';"oIlPr;;, P/'t.,l'illc;1(1 LU/1{/tic AS,IJ!IIIII. 

l'OROXTo, ~Oth 1\Iay, IsH. 

My DEAR SIR,-l really think that we should as Conlluil:lsiollers take some steps fur 
the relief of Dr. Rees with l'l"'pcct to his ~alary. Hi,; affair8 arc in a most embarrassed 
state, and the annoyance which I, :t'; :;\Jel'iff, am compelled to gi,e him, is quite flutlicient tu 
render him incapable of attendin,(~ to hi; duties. l':1U we fall upon any plan to obtain for 
him instant and permanent relief. In the matter ,,1' allow:1uce for house-rent, although the 
subject has been repeatedly before theCOlllllli::-iollCI"', yet nothing has been done to benefit 
the Doctor, 

¥ounJ, &c., 
W. B. JARn:J, 

l'ulilrnis:,iuner Lunatic Asylum_ 

personal interest in the consolation that such un ('viI kc been found not in litany cuses, unt ill //lost, to 
admit ohuch mitigation? 

"Let us consider who arc> the insane? not tbose onlr whom idle follie! ha\-e bewildered, or vice 
besotted-or imprudeuce exposed to misfortune-or guilt ()\-erwhelmed with remorse-Xo! Among th~ 
inmates of mad-houses han beeu at all times fOllllU some of the most !1miable spirits of our kind, some 
whose very virtues it would seem, being carried to ('xce,;", It:l\-e di~turLi:"d the balance of their mind. 
Here we see one, who for some inscrutable I'llrpO,,1l of Proritlence, doubtless wise and just, as we shall 
know hereafter, has in his blood, or in his brain, (for who can solve the mystery?) the secds of heredi
tary insanity-There another, who has lost hi) reason hy t'hailling down his mind to the ah,;tract 
problems of mathematical science, or perplexing himself amidst the combinations of mechanical powers, 
or with the boundless infinity of Astronomical calculations. Who (';111 have a claim to symIHtl.y, if 
these have not'/ It is to >ueh a.rdent mind3 that we owe in :l great measure the elevation of our ract:: : 
-Forgetting that "they had tlltir treasure in earthen "tssl'i.';," they allowed themselves to be nobly 
reckless m the pursuit of Ecience, not heeding the great truth that none of natnre's 1a~8 .can be dis
regarded with impunity. To inferior men it would see:n as if there were scarce a Illmt to the re
searches of liome minds-yet none have felt more plainly and expressrd more strongly than the Bacons 
and Newtons of mankind that there are bOllud!lfieJ which the human intellect mllst ever strive in vain 
to pass. Stopping with submissive reverence short of these limits they may continue to live the bene,· 
factors of their species, but rasLly endeavoring to reach beyond them, nature breaks down u~der the 
hopeless effort. And we may be assured thr,t if it were given to us in such cases to look mto the 
mysteries .01' the mental structure, (if I may be partloned the misuse of the expression,) it wOlll,cl (fLen 
be ~ppalbng to perceive how frightfully thin i3 the partition which. s~parates the nobl('~t flights of 
genIus, and the grandest speCUlations from the wild dreams of the VISIOnary or the ranngs of the 
Maniac. ' 

"Then again how many of the best and purest minds sink under the oppression of religious mel
ancholy'/ It is the unhappy error of their nature to Jwell with gloomy dread only on the avenging 
attributes of a Creator whose works around them are every where teeming with bene,olence and 
beauty. Grief too sends its votaries i-grief for wounded affections-or ruined fortune~, generally 
the most overwhelming in the kindest natures. And even with regard to those (perhaps the greater 
number,) whose intemperate excesses, or per,erted passions, have led to the ruin of their intellect, how 
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From \\'. B. JARVIS, Cummissio/u'" Lunatic Asylum, tu UEURUE DUIWAN, 1.8Q., II!.P.P. 

}IUNTREAL, lith May, 1841). 

DEAR SIR,-In relJly to yuur inttuirie:l rt'spectiug Dr. Rees, I beg lea~e .t? state that 
in the manageilleut of the AsylulU, the Commissioners felt that the resp?nslblhty was too 
OTeat for une person to hear, allll they frequently recommended the appolDtm~nt of a con
~ulting physician, to assist in the medical department of the Asylmu. Ha~ tIlls re~ommen
dation been granted, I haIC little doubt bnt tha~ Dr. Recs. would DOW ~e 1Il the dIscharge 
of the dutie~ froUl v,'hich he has been lately relieved. .\I lsunder~tandlllgs arose be~wee.n 
the Snperintendent aud. the l'o~~issio~ers, whieh,to) t.he l'l'.!~ret of the latt.,·r, cnde~ m hIS 
removal, and they uU:lIJ1ll1ously]omed 1I1.a mem?nal for :iUWC l:cUluneratIOn to ~I. Rees, 
for the loss uf his 8ituution, and lor iujul"ll'.'l wl11ch he had J'l'cel\'ed frulll contusIOns and 
blows frolll the patient::;. 

In conclusion I ben· to state that Dr. Hl'l~'~' labors have been unceasing; tInt his :'llle
ces=! (judging f'l"Olll the ~'etul"lls made to the Legislature, from the reports uf medical men 
who have visited the Asylum, and from the :'latisfactiun ~xpre:..,se~l by ~eyeral members of 
the Upper l'anuda Ll'gislature, who have hau !til OppOl:tumty of "lntlicsslllg the benefits re
sulting from the In~titution) ha~ been under all the cll"cumstances, great. 

Yuurs, &c., 
·W. B. JARVIS. 

P"Jlil Dr. DUe,nol' 'u R S. J.-\,;\I£ . ...;O:O<, r: 0. 

TORONTO, ~~nd April, 18-15. 

1\1 y DEAlt J A:'II £:,;0:0< ,-<\.5 f understand you al'e (Jhail'mul1 of the Provincial Lunatic 
Asylulll,-af:! a man who ha:-l watclled 0\,('1' these matter:-l from the drawing of the first 

seldom can we tell, that if ',e knew the force of their telll\'tation~, or could make due allowance for the 
pressure of adwrse cirl'umstance" or tbe aLst'uce of early disl'il'line, we shoulll not feel them to be 
much more deserving of compassioll than of reproach'! 

"Whatever may be the cause of their t:alamity, it i~ n. delightful thought that 

. I\"hen nature IJdug ol-'pre,,'<\ ~uillruanJ~ the lUi,,,l 
To :mtfer with the bl·e1y.' 

tLe Director3 uf the A,ylum will bl' enabled by the LumanE' care of their Go'Vernment to J.lroc1aim to 
all alike that 

, What cumfurt t,. lhi:; great l\eeay may l'uille 
Shall be :>u\J\,licJ.' 

" Nothing can be concE'ived more desolate tban their t:olIdition with all the alleviation that man 
can devi:;e fur it. III the eXIJl'c's:,ive language of SeripturE', 'their ~un i" gOlle down while it is yet 
day.' It i8 not enough for us to say that the fanlt may hale been their own-that' the corruptible 
'body batb J.lres~ed dowu the soul, and the earthly tabernacle wei:.:bed down their mind tliat mused 
• upon many tbings.' It i" their greatest mislortulIe, if they have missed that only consolation under 
affliction, and the only security again8t the ills (,flile, which we shaH be happy indeed if we can pre
serve to the end-a constant sense of a superintending Providence, and the mediation of an atoning 
Saviour-a humble resignation to the will of uur wise and bountiful Creator, with a sincere and firm 
belief in the goodness alld wisdom of all His dispensations. It i3 tllis check only which can arrest (if 
any tbing can) the arm of the suicide, and fix the wavering reason in the balance when depressed by 
the calamities, or agitated by the perplexities of life. Thi:; only can enable us to say, with the calm 
assurance whkh Luman pride knows not, ,\\' e are troubled on e'Very side, yet not distres,e'!; we ilre 
, perpl~.l:eol, but not in despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed! 

." Interesting as this sUbjt:ct is, I feel that an apology is due from me for having presumed to 
detal~ you so long. The honor done to tLis occasion by the attendance of so large an assemblage is 
a fitting mark of respect to the pnblic authorities of the country under whose auspices this great Pro
vincial work of charity is proceeding. It must be gratifying also to the government who have con
sented to undertake the office of Commissioners under the S~atute, and will animate them in the dis
c~arge. of thei: responsible du ties. The erection of this Asylum will form hereafl!'r an event of DO 

shrht mterest m the history of Canada. It will mark the time from which one distresBing want has 
been effectually supplied; and it will shew how earnestly this people, at an early period, desired to 
emulate the exumple of their mother country, whose numberless and munificient public charities claim 
for her 1\ distinction even more glorioua than her acknowledged supremacy in arts and arma." 
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Report,,14 years ago, and from having yisited a great number lIf ~nl'h institutions at hOilll! 
in the year 1833, I naturally and ul'l'e,;~al'ily feel a Pleat interl'~t in the welt:u'e of th.~ 
IDstitu~ion, Since the peri?d u~ i,ts tir,~t ,,~t~blishmc?t, [ hu\'e repeatedly iUl'jll'ckd it 
profeSSIOnally, aud r am agmn wdllll!! to l'(Ttlfy that It IS U}II:<t ably aud judiciously I'tlU-
ducted, . 

Under all these circumshmcl''', aud con:-;idl'riu,~' the 1I1111Ilwl' lIf patil'lIt,; that have bl.:'l'u 
treated, and the number cured, it is lIIu.~t unfair and uuju,;t that Or. H.'t"~ "hollld Utlt h:II't' 
been paid the salary which the ~tatute alltl\\'~; him, Had hI' l'lIllIt' tl) MlJlltrt':t\ at tht' 
beginning of the Se:'siou, r hast' no douLt that it wuultl han' I"'t'li 1':llTil'tl thruu!.!h and at 
the beginning of next ~e"sion, if UOll ~\,are lIIe, I "hall "tllIllllt'lll',' the ~t':-"iun lIitl: it, aUlI 
it would be much more proper were ytlU aud thl' lll'i;.'iual l'ulllluittel' tu IIlt.'1I1Ilrializt.' the 
Governor General (who i" a "tl'ai!.!ht !'t1rll':Il',lmau) ttl till \)1', Hl'es jWJtiCl'.' 

YIIUl'';, ..\l'" 
W Vl'~rLOP, 

Dr. Dl;NLOP'S Rf'jJort. 

'ft'RONTO, :-ith Jauuury, l~!..t, 

SIR,-Three years a~,}, at the reqne::>t of several of the 'fru~t"l'" 1)1' thl' Lunatic .bylulIJ 
It Toronto, ( examined that Hospital and I"T"'l'tt'ti upon it~ :-tatt!, ami thl' liIt,dieal tl'l'at
tIlent of the patients, I have ii'equently \'i~itl'll it since, and L-:tIy J1lt"t minutely thi~ 
iay, and saw and personally examined every patient ill it. 

r have no hesitation in saying that it iis in a high statl' vi' ('ffil:iclllY. 'fhe llledical 
reatment, ~o fur a:' r am able to jud~e, i~ as ~I),_'d ~l:' l'all be. No l't'l'ICitlll ur h:ll'~hn,','- is 
lBowed, and all the patients seem a'3~ happy a~ their unf"rtulI:ltl' l'irt'Ulll'LluCl's will adlllit 
)f. 

For thirty-fiye year,., I haye studied the ~nlJjed of mental aLenati,'II, ami 1 hun 110 

loubt that the mode of treatment adopted in the Toronto Asylulll i" the llild judi"ivus that 
~ould be employed in such ca~e;;, Did any doubt ('xi"t, the r,"ults would "ht'w that it was 
~hat it ought to have been, 

r have nothing to add tv my ftJrmer n'lJlarks, l'xu'l.t that ('xperil'lIl'l' ha~ I'nllfirIllI't! 
.ll that I had anticipated in reference to the executive iufiuel1l'l' with which the ;\Il'llical 
luperintendent should be invested ill such an ("tabli~hlllcnt. It' th:l! ufficer is not to Lan 
he entire management of his i'Jtit:nb, "I' their did uilli discil'lilll', :IC' well :10' tlw l'ntire 
ontrol of the establi~hment, he cannot rea,~(jI1ably he held rL"pou:;iIJk fur their wl'll-bl'illt 

The evils arising from this defect has nl'ce:-:;arily produccd the grl'atl'te\llbalTaS"Ill~nt) 
nd the subject is one of such ~ll'ritlu~ importancl' that it Call11<Jt but I)l' n'f:,Il"\c.! as I"'"'''' '::IU~~ 
he strongest claim for the earliest attention of the (~"Vl'l'iJlnent. 

Visitors in all Asylums for the I nsane, are ab~;l)lutely Ut'Cl'~"~H'y, ami t It,_, ~b;.: i·trate's 
fthe city or county in Qualter Sl'c;siolls as:,l'lJIbled, wlil'l'l'nr it mi!,!ht I,,: :;Itu,d"ll, arc thl' 
est qualified to fulfil that duty, U:' it only requirc,; to ~t~C that thl' nllj;)rtullat~' inlllak~ are 
:eated with kindne~s and humanity, anu that. the fuwL all' aclmilli,!t:ll'ti With "(,"110lll}. 

,11 other interference with medical trcatlUl'llt can only result ill iujlll'Y (I) tl1'-' l'haracter uf' 
1e institution, and to the detriment of its unfurtunate inmates. 

r have the honor to rcmain, &e., 
W. DUC>lLllP, 

he Honourable the Vice Chancellur, Chairman of the 
Board of Commissioners for the Management of the Toronto Luuatic A~ylulll, 

* In consequence f)f this unexpected harsh treatment, together with the abumlo,nmcnt ~,falll'ril'ate interest8 
r those of the Asylum, a foreclosure and total loss of a valuable estate iu the CIty of 'I" ... '11 to resulteu, well 
10wn to have been valued at £20,000. 



18 

EJ'tJ'((('f.~ /i'01/l. jJfimlte.~ oj'the (!omm'issiO]lers oj the Provincial LUI/atic Asylum at T01'onto' . 
and'oj the papers ~onnecfed/l'itlt the il!jll1'1'es sustained by Dr. ReI's, m consequence 0/ 
the attacks on him b!J (,('1'faiJl lunatic paticnts ill the Asylum. 

PROYINCIAL LUNATIC ASYLUM, 
Saturday, Janua!'y 24th, 1846, 

_\ special meeting of the COlllmissioners, called by the Chairman. 

Pre" lit :-The Vice-Chancellor, the Sheriff, the Rev. H, J, Grasett, Dr. Gwynne, 
Dr. Beaumont" Messieurs Ewart, Eastwood, Cawthra, and O'Beirne-The Vice-Chancellor 
in the Chair, 

It was moved by Dr. Gwynne and seconded by Dr. Beaumont, and Resolved, That a 
Committee, consisting of' the Rev. H. J. Grasett, Dr. Gwynne and Mr. Eastwood, be 
apruiuted by the Board for the purpose of examining into the circumstances under which 
the injuries said ttl be sustained by Dr. Rees in the discharge of his duties as Medical 
Superintendent of the Asylum, were inflicted, with a view to some future representation of 
his C3':e t.o the Government. 

TnURSDAY, January 29th, 1846. 
Commissioners met. 
Pl'e.~(,llt :-The Vice-Chancellor, the Rev. H. Grasett, Rev. Mr. Hay, :\11'. Sheriff 

J ani:" Messieurs Ewart, Eastwood and O'Beirne, and Dr. Beaumont. 

The Committee appointed by a Resolution of the Board of Commissioners of the 
Provincial Lunatic Asylum, at their meeting held ou the 24th day of January, 1846, to 
investigate the cireumstan('c~ under which ccrtain injuries sustained by Dr. Rees were 
inflicted, met. 

The Committee beg leave to report, That after a minute and careful examination of 
such of the officers and f;crvants of the Institution as were from their positions, in the 
o}Jiuiull of the committee, likely to be cognizant of the circumstances under which the 
severe illjUl'ies sustaincd by Dr. Rees, and described in the medical certificates of Professor 
Beaumont and Dr. Grasett: were inflicted; they are unanimously of opinion, that t.hese 
illjurie~; wcrc sustained by that gentleman when in the discharge of his official duties as 
}ledical ~llJwrilltendent of the Provincial Lunatic Asylum. 

Fur ( he inii)l'lllation of the Boai'll, the Comlllittee hereunto append the names of the 
inuiYidu~ds exalllined by them, together with an abstract of the evidence given by each 
"cverally, in order that the Board may comprehend the grounds upon wIlich the foregoing 
conclusion is arrived at. 

At a >iubscquent meeting of the Commissioners for Superintending the temporary 
Provincial Lunatic Asylum at Toronto, the following Resolution was adopted: 

H,SII!I'I,d, That after a full iuvestigation of the facts alleged by Dr. Rees, in support 
of lli~, memorial to His Exccllency the Governor General, with a view of obtaininO' some 
permanent relief, in (()nsideratioll of impaired health, from injuries received whil~ in the 
uisch:ll'gc of his duties as Medical Superintendent of the Lunatic Asylum we are 
un:luimously of opinion that the statellll'ut submitted to them in his intended m~morial is 
well fuunded, aud most rC"l'ectfully recommend the same to the generou:, consideration of 
His :Excellency. 

ROBERT S. JAMESON, 
Chm:rman, 

The H01l. t/tr rice-Chancellor to Sir A. N. M'NAB. 

TORONTO, 12th May, 1852. 

l\Iy DEAR SIR ALLAN,-As I know you have already advocated the interests of 
Dr. Rees, and you are not exactly the sort of man to be wearied with well-doing, you will 
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excuse me for now .callin;; ~our attenti(~n .tll his casco For HHlletimc I havc hecn l';rriou"ly 
alarmed at the malllfcst penlnll:; ~!ak of h1., hcalth: n',:IlI! illg, :ll"('onlin;~ to the ht',:1 medical 
evide~ce, from organic illjurie~ 1'("'('in:<1 wl1l'lI, actio:.~ a:; ~;lIrl'I·.int"I.Hll'nt of the asylum; and 
knowmg that some llll'a,;lIl'l' I" PCUdlll,!.!: lId,n'v thl' l'XCl'lltlVC III pur:-;1l:1I1C," fit' :1 twicl' 
repeated legislative f'<loetion in hi:-; hchalf, 1 alll only ati'aid tltat H'liel' llIay ('nllW t,,,, 1:110, 
and that like the famou:-; Butler. who lIil·.l .,f. "larva! i()ll amI hcartbrca I" and hat! i mlll.,di
atelya marble .lll on u III I' I It l'r;dl',l to hi:-; lllClll'II'Y by hi" ,!..'Y:llt-ful ('uuntry, " lIt' a:·kt'll for 
bread and receIved a "t(lIlC.' 

The Commis:-;iolll'l> ,,!, thl' Lunatic _\"yllllll, alllUll~ whulll, from it" lir,:1 (,;;Lthli,;lllllent. 
I was a member, were ;.,) {,lInvillcc,l that Hl',e; l'dllll' within tIll' dac" 1,)1' whom :,,11110 pro
vision is made in l'l''''lwd ,,1' injuric" rl'('(':n (I in the pu1,Jil' :.('.['\,i.,,,, that in f;tel h .. :;[o,)d in 
the light of an officer lllaillll'cl in hattl,'; all.\ ';'''lIll'l' 1:11', r think, \y,)u\,1 either ynn or I ri~k 
our lives on the battlcliel.l thall ;l'l\,m~: ('nllllill'~ lunatic". ' 

The following cntr)' I tin,l :11111111,;':' "Ill' 1'1'''''l''',lill;':''; whell inv,',.;li;..;Lill'..!.' hi" I'a,,' :-Thc 
Committee appointed 1 'Y a \'l'>lIlut iun ,d' t Itl' Ctllllill i~"illll<T,' of the 1'\""vi IIl'ial Lunatic 
Asylum, ~.t a mcetillF held the ~lth .lalln:!r.'", l~ If), 10 ill\'(':..:li~;,lt., th,' Cirl'lllll:,lallfl" IlIl.lcl' 
which certain injurieO' su,;tainell hy \.r I:"l" \I' C I'l' infiietctl, he,!..', ll'a\,l'tn r"f)(,rt, tll.lt afte,' 
a minute antI careful exuminati'lIl of ;;ueh ot' the uftin'!''; and "ervaot,; of t.he in"titution 3,

were likely to be cO,!..',nizant of the eirl'U1ll:-;talll'l':- ullllel' which ('{'r!:lill injuric.< ,;u,tainc:l by 
Dr. Reel'. and describc'} in the mcdical l't'l'tifie.lte;; ,,1' Profc""u)' Beaumont and Dr. (h;:,ctt. 
were inflicted, they are unanimou"ly "I' t'l,iniun that tho:;l' injuries wert.: :;uc:laillctl by that 
gentleman when in the dicchar!..',c of hi" ufficial duties as llIedical ;;upcrintcndent "f tl1f' 
Provincial I~unatic .\.sylum. .'..t a ;;ubc:eftUcnt lIlcl'lin;.!' of the COlllmi:::sioner,-, .",mvl'll<'fl 
for the purpose of considering the report, with a vicw to fuullLlin~ thereupon an application 
to the Government. it wa:; resolved, that after a full investi,Qatioll of the fact;; allc~l',l by 
Dr. Rees in support of his memorial to IIi,.; Excellellcy the (~llvel'llor-Gcneral, with a view 
of obtaining ~Ulil' j'IJ'IIlUIICllt relief' ill c"ll~icleration of impaired health 1'1'0111 injuric. 
received while in the di"t:har~~e ut' his dutil':' as medical nlpcrillll'ndent of the Lunntie 
Asylum, we are unanimously ~<)f opinion that the ;,tall'lllC'nt culnuitted to thcIll in hi, 
intended memorial i" well-founded, and lllO,-t re:'l'cdfully recoUllllend the ~allle t" the 
generous consideration of His Exeellellcy, 

Can you, my dear Sir Allan, UPOI; tLis ::;anction, and upon what yuu knuw hettt-r 
than I can, the proeeedin;!;s uf the House of _h:icmbly, take any step which lllay tCUlI to 
extricate a deserving public servant from a :"tate of :,uspense and'uffcring. 

Believe me, my dear Sir :\.llan )IeXa]" with the greatc:)( l'c~]led, 

Your faithful scr\'ant, 
llo BER l' .J ,DI ESc) N. 

SIR .\.. ~. )lC~_\'B t" llonuruUle F. HINC1(:-;. 

DUNDRUN, .July 7, 1).:,')~. 

l\Iy DEAR SIR,-I enclose you a letter which I received some weeks since from Mr, 
Jameson; you must be familiar with the C'ubjeet tn which it refers. I do hope the 
Government havc it in their power tu rl .. s011lethin~ for Dr. Rees. I have always con
sidered him a very ill used man, and I think that is -the opinion of all persons who have 
taken the trouble to examine into his case and claims. I would refer you to the Journals 
of two Parliaments, ancl particularly to the Reports of the COIl!lllittcC' to whom his case 
was referred; Nelson, I think, was Chairman of the last CommIttee. 

Yours truly, 
,.;\.LL.\.N N. McNAB 

To the Honorable F. Hincks, &e., &c. 

Telcgram to HON. P. 1\1. V AN KOUGH NET, Commissioncr of Crown Lallds, 

17th August, 1859. 

Don't forget our old friend Dr: Rees and his services. 
ISAAC BUCHANAN. 
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Telegl'am to the HON. GEORGE SHERWOOD, Receiver General. 

Hamilton, August 17th, 1859. 
'. 
" 

~I 

Don't forget our old friend Dr. Rees and his services, which would, had your brother ~ 
lived, been long ago settled. ' 

ISAAC BUCHANAN. 

T,.f"!lI"IIII/, to thl! HON, SIDNEY S;\UTH, Postrnaster Oel!(,l'Irl. 

You will place me under great obligation by as;.;i:-;ting in getting justice done to to Dr 
Rees, before the removal of Government, 

ISAAC BUCHANAN, 

From hAAC BUCHANAN, Esq" M. P. P., to DR. REES. 

Hamilton, 3rd December, 1859. 

}1 Y DE.\R SIR, 
1 have your n .. tc of YC:iterday, and I now return the letter of the Hon, 

}Ir, Cameron t .. the Atty, General. \Vhen at Quebec, I spoke to Messrs. Galt, Vankough
net alld Ro~e, about yuur cac;r, and I w!'ote :Mr. -'IcDonald, as he was unwell. He has 
now written me on the f'ubject. He say,.; that he recommended you in Toronto to prepare 
a brief of your ca~I~, and plac" it in the hands of your warm friend 1\1r. Cayley, who may 
tI1Il" hc able tl) submit ~u("h n ('a~C for His Excellency's consideration, as will deserve full 
(,Dfiui !'),, '''hoewr i~ tIl hlaUH', .v'lll seem to he very cruelly treated, in not at least get
tmg yuur ('a~(' dic;po,-c,l of one way or other * 

ISAAC BUCHANAN. 

lION, }L\LCOL:\l CAMERON to MR. CAYLEY. 

}Iy DEAR L\ YLLY, 
I regret to learn from Dr. Rees, that nothing was done for him 

during the late Session, I think that the Reports of the Committees of the House, are so 
strong and satisfactory, that something should be done for him by the Government, and I 
am aware that they would find little opposition from members of the other side of the 
House 

I am, yours truly, 

1\1. CAMERON. 
Toronto, .J UlJ( 2-1th, 1 :-;()tl. 

HOI/, P. B. dl' BLAQUIERE to Dr. REES. 

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL CHAMBER, 

.. :\pril 27th, 1858. 

JIY 1I~:.\J{ :~IR,-I huyc read with much attention, an,l I may add great interest, 
the dOCUUll'lItt. you have been so gaud a~ to transmit for my perusaL They involve a case such 
as never before ('aUle under my observation, of the all but total lIeglect of most valuable 
servicl'ti renden',l to the public, attended with serious pen<Ollal and permanent injuries to 
the indivirlual who performed them. 

Dome the favur to call here to-morrow, after three u'clock, if that haUl" will suit 
your convenience, in order that we may confer further on the subject. 

Yours very truly, 
Dr. Ree~. P. B. DE BLAQUIERE . 

. - Hon. l\Ir. Caylcy presenteu snch representation, but the Hon. Attorney General thoughtl that a, the Parlia
Jl.lent would soon meet, it wO~llu be better to put it off to that periou, but it was aO'ain dpf~rrN\ to the 
presellt ~e~~ion, with a55nranCf' th~t j~ ~ho111d be referred to a Committee and carriecl out., ~.. ., .. 
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PROVINCL\L P.\RLLUIENT, 
L!'!';i~lativt' Council, February, l~C,!l 

Hon. Mr. DeHlaquicre lllovcd, that the Petition prc;,elltc,\ t" tIl(' Ilou,.;c thii; :':",;"illn, 
together with those presented nn pr('vinu:; ne('a~i"II:';, hy nr. He!':;, hI' refcu<:(\ III ;, f;"lcd 
Committee. 

Hon. l\'Ir. DeBlaquicre, vindicated the (·laiul:- ,,1' Ih, Hec.~ at ""Il:~i,lerablc It 1l"t1I.
The .c1aims of Dr. ~ees on the. publ~t' were ot' thc fir,,1 illlporLlIlf'l'; it W:I., II'~ who 
first mtroduced Lunatic ~\.:,;ylullls mto (anada, but not until :tI'tt'l' !t,. l,aol tr:l\',·II('11 lint" 

Europe, (at his own expense), to inYl'~til::ah' the nriuH . .; ill"titutilltls "I th,~ kiud, ami ai'ter 
he .had suffered and overcomc much OpposItion. 'fh" _\:-ylllm l>t:d,Ji.-;llc,1 hy Hr. [tel"; wa.'; 
emmently sucec", ... ful, although Ill' had llll't the great!'.;t "I'P,,;,itiou in e;,t a lilishi W'; it." 

.Hon. Col. Prince was,f!Iad "t' th,' noticc, ~ill"" it wouM kecp Pr, H.cr.,' daiill, already 
admItted by former C'olllmlttl'l':' hi I,,' :l .ill:<t Olll', helil\',· the 11,,":,1'; I h,·, ,. i.-.; II" tluul,t it. 
ought long since to have been .-!'ttled, a" l'1'l'lllll111ellt!C(\ iu t111'ir U",lIllltillll alit! Ad,ln"'" 
to the Governor General, from the occurrence of the iujuri,·;-injurie::, a.> amply ~hewll fly 
the evidence, had nearly proved fatal, and which I,) the prescot mOllll'nt ha:.; ;..crionJy 
affected the health of the I)ortor, who ill rec{eelllin;,; the cfluntry, (\eyoirl (If ill.,t.itution . .; 
of the kind, had ,.;acrificed the whol" of hi~ priYate lll'allc, tngdlH'l' with hi . .; valua].!" 
profes:-::ionallife, to thc benefit (If the public, ' 

ThJ Hon. )Ir. Allan, and other :~entlem(,ll. Pll>.'l"! Ul'0ll the attl'utiull (If' (;(JH'rn

lllent the claims of Dr, Reei'. 

C. E, J. DEL:\IA(iE, ,,<i"l/SIII'tl,l/II, to Dr. HERRH]c 

YORK STRl:LT, Al\.'~ll"t llith, l:<)~, 

. ~ly DEAR DOCToR,-The accoillpanying paper" wl'fe .'cot. for my pcnFal by PI' Hee:, 
WIth a request that they should then be :,rut 00 to you. I fed ;l"U\'('" it. i.- nut at all 
necessary for llle to add any ~u;':.~l'~tion which could :-:limulatc 'y"ur natmal kindul'.· . .; or 
p~rsonal ('xertion on behalf of anybody, much Ie,,:, ill the execution of:l kind oflb· toward" 
hIm who~ppeJ\rs, from all I can discover, a gentleman greatly nc.:;lcdcd by thu.e ill P(1\'(,I'. 

yet one whose services deserve at their lland~ more cOlJlpa~t:iiollate an,I,'1/1,.,t(/)/,/,,1 trratment 
Believe me, m013t :,iucerely your:<, 

(:. C, .1, DEL:\L\(;E. 

Bislwp of Toronlf! to Sir A. N, l\!.H'N.\B, Btli'!. 
TORONTO, Novembcr '27, l:-;l'O. 

:;\ly DEAR SIR,-Now that you have returned to public life, 1 bring j,efl'l'c you the 
c~se of Dr. Bees; I need not enter into particulars, as I believe 'you are better aCfjuaintc,l 
WIth them from the proceedinO's of the Lcgii'iJature, and your own influiric", t.han I am, 
It is enou~h for me to state th~'lt hc has been i'itruggliug fur many years to obtain rcdrc.,.-, 
and now that his means are wasted away he requires a:,,,i,,tau('c more tlwn evcr, The 
inve:,tigation made in his case establish two points; 1st, That while in thc puhlic "cniee, 
he was so much injured as to bccome unable to follow his profi::.:.;ion ,,0) a" to cal'll a 
re~pectable living; ~nd, That the ;-;('anty aid granted l1iru wa:, small and temporary an,l 
did. not meet his necessity, He requires help in the shnpe of a modcrate pepsion, . f;Jl: I 
beheve his resources are entirely exhan;-;ted, and to at~empt to return ,tn hiS proie;-;;;lOn 
useless. The varioui' documents hI} possesses, anfl especIally ~hc p~'occed\Ug" of the H()~l.:e 
of Assem.bly, willmore than justify the Government in wantIng hyu a competency dunng 
the remamder of his life; refresh your memory by glanCl,ng over hI;'; docUl~lents, and suffer 
me to prevail on you to COlllmence your carecr as a publIc lUan by procurlllg for Dr, Rcr.: 
tardy justice.* 

.JOIIN TOROXTO. 

'* The temporary aid referred tn, wa" han'ly equal to half a year's salary of th~t of th~ ;\IcrlicaJ ~uperiu
tend~nt of the Asylum, and not half per cent. on the va~t sums s~v~d to .the Provillce by the Peht~o:1er: no 
less In the selection of an appropriate site for, th~ pe.rmanent bUllt;Img, tn. place of tho ,~na he ,c~u,e1 tJ. he 
abandoned, than in the general economy of the InstItuhon. The entIre medIcal and surgH a! dutJoo (If whlcb 
he perfol'llled without a.ny medical assistant. 

Hon. P. Vankoughnet acknowledged th~t Dr. R~es had sU.ffere? .while in ~onnection 
with the allylum; that he had been enpaged. In p~rsUlts ~t pubhc utIlIty, but saId that the 
government were well disposed to consIder hIS clalm~, whICh were undoubtedly well worthy 
of every attention, and to do what would be proper lD the case. 
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A Genera~ S~atement, being the, substance of a Communication addressed to the 
Provlncwl Secretary, Apnl, 1858, (10 have preceded the AppendIx to this 
Report.) 

SIR, TORONTO, 61h April, 1858. 

I have, 011 sevcral occa~ions since my connexion with thp, Provilicini Lunatic 
A8yl~m, addressl',d the Gonrnment on my claims to cotnpen,.;atlOn for illjuries 
~llst~me? ,by me In the public s('nice, which resulted in (:(,nti:lUed and continu
mg mablhty to pursLle my profe,.;si llil , Thesp claill\s have been duly considered 
and report~d on by Ih,' Commi,.;,.;i()lIcr,; of the .\"ylnlll, alld by two COIl1'1littees 
of ~he Legislature ;, but I havp nI)l rec(·ivl·d any permanent pl'ovi"ioll pllr";:lUnt to 
then reCtlll1ll1Clldallons, and have only rt'cei\'('d from tiolt' 10 timt' promi,.;(',.; of 
sO~le office of emolument, and ot' sllch a nature as w(lldd bt' sllited to Illy im. 
paned state of health, which promises ha\'c not bp:'n fnlfilipd: nnd I ha\'l~ now, 
therefore, to urgp the subject again on the considel'atiun of tlle GdV('l'IlrnclIt, witb 
a view, I trust, to their immediately doing what the justice of thl' CLl";C' c\('IIHllllk 

'Vhile practising my professi'Jll successfully at Quebec, I was led to lJbserH' 
the \:cl'y inefficient, objectionable, and inhuman mode of treatment of pauper 
lunatICs, for whllm no provision could be found but incarceration in the C,mm()n 
Gaols, with a treatment infinitely WON' than that "f convicted felon~, and I took 
a great intncst in endeavouring to ameliorate their conditioll, and at my own 
expense visited Enghnd and other countries to examine into the mode l;!" con
ducting in~titutions for the insane and the mode of treatment. My ~ub~('qupnt 
exertion-; to procure the founding in these Provinces of suitable establishments 
were at last crowned with success, and resulted in provision being maue fOl' the 
establishment, both here and in Lower Canada, of the Lunatic Asylum,;; now in 
active and successful operation, and the opening at Toronto, in the meantime, of 
an asylum for the reception of the insane, so that immediate relief should be 
given to that unfortunate class of our fellow beings. 

My services in bringing about these resulti>5 have always been recognized, 
and 1 was appointed the first Medical Superintendent, though on a very inade
quate salary. In organizing and conducting the infant establishment I had to 
encounter great difficulties, pecuniary and otherwise, which, however, by zeal 
and untiring energy I surmounted, and I succeeded in managing the institutIOn 
in such a manner as to elicit, and I trust deserve, very distinguished expressions 
of approbation,· 

In support of the foregoing statements, I beg reference to the first paragraph 
of the Report of the Committee of the House of Assembly of 11th July, 1851, 
herewith enclo~ed marked A., the Report of Dr. Spears, (enclosed) marked B. ; 
f'xtract from Report of Dr. Dunlop, (enclosed) marked C. ; letter of W, B. Jarvis, 
(enclosed) marked n.; and letters of Dr. Dunlop, marked H. and I., also en
closed. Enclosed will also be found the Report of a Committee of the Commis
sioners of the Asylum of 1846 on my case, and a Resolution of the Commis
sioners founded thereon marked F., and an extract from the Report of the 
Committee of Assembly of 1846 marked G.; and I also beg to draw attention 
to the letters of the late Dr. Grasett, Deputy Inspector General of Hospitals at 
Quebec, marked J., and of the Rev. H. J. Grasett marked K., as to my profes
sional standing, &c., previous to accepting the management of the institution. 

• A soothing nonrestraint, and entirely new systeIL Was adopted, restoring the unfortunate in!Dates 
(the most neglected, confirmed, and violent ca~es of insanity t~at will ever be seen again ~erhap9 III ,the 
Province) to all the comforts and freedom pure air, exerCise, and amusements of ordmar,Y hosP.ital 
patients j and by ." tranquilising the neryous v,ascular and v.oluntary lIystems ~nder energetic m,edlC~l 
and moral treatment, followed results alike gratifymg to all mterested, and which are fully detalled ill 
the various Reports of the institution, 
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While engaged in that mana~ement, I recei ved injuries from two lunatics 
which left serious effects from which I have never ceased to suffer, and do not 
expect I ever shall. I made application almost imme~iately for compensation, 
supported by the evidence an,1 the ab0\1e rec~mmendatlOn of the Asylum Com
missioners (F). See the Report of the Committee of the Hnu<;e of Assembly on 
that occasion (1846). 

In 1851 the matter was again reported on by a Committee of the House of 
Assembly, and it then appeare~ th~t my health was still ~eriously impaired, .not
with8tanding efforts to reestabhsh It by travel and otherwIse, and the CommIttee 
recommended me as a fit subject for a provision. I refer to the Report, (A.) and 
to the Appendix thereto, and particularly the letters of Staff-Surgeon Delmage, 
(L.) and Dr. Badgley, (M.) 

A Resolution founded on that Report was prepared, but in conseqnence of 
the absence (the result of sudden illness) of Sir Allan MacNab, who had the 
case in hand, it was not proposed, and the Session unfortunately closed without 
any action being had upon it. 

Since then 1 have never ceased to apply for some relief, having been, how
ever, quite willing to take it in the shape of an otfice*-the duties of which would 
be such as I could perform with efficiency-which species of relief I would 
hitherto have preferred to a mere pension, which, however, in consequence of 
increasin~ years and decreasing health, I would now rather prefer. 

My claims to present con~ideration, then, are principally, my having organ
ized and fostered t he first provincial establishment through great difficulties and 
at a great pecuniary loss t,) my-elf, (for the salary was most inadequate to say 
nothing of my own resources being drawn upou for the institution), and putting it 
on such a highly satisfactory footing, as appears by the Reports of Dr. Spears and 
Dr.Dunlop (B. alld C.) The inadequacy of my salary abundantly appears through
out the accompanying documents (see D., N., and 0.) I may add, also, another 
ground for consideration: it was on my remonstrance that a most objectionable 
site, in the immediate neighborhood of a marshy swamp, which had been selected 
for the erection of the permanf'nt building here was abandoned. If erected there 
the building would have been found uninhabitable for the unfortunate class of 
patients for whom it was intended, which would have rendered its abandonment, 
after costing £150,000, necessary, thus entailing a heavy loss on the Province. 

I was also, subsequently, mainly instrumental in preventing an equally 
objectionable site heing fixed upon at Kingston. 

These are notorious facts, capable of proof on reference to the proper quarter. 
As to my removal from the office of Superintendent, though the injuries I re

ceived wen~ not the cause of that removal, they would in all probability, as now 
appears by the condition of my Iwalth since then, have rendered my retirement 
sooner or later necessary. The real Cause I can justly and truly set down as 
only personal intrigue, inasmuch as the records of the Commissioners of the 
Asylum sbew that it was not at the desire of them but against their remonstrance, 
although they had complained of a certain letter written by me on the question 
of the inlel'llal management of the institution, which (though possibly couched in 
language too strong and somewhat iutemperate), was dictated purely by zeal and 
humanity; and was thought, at all events, by the complaining parties to be no 
ground for removal, and so hu from that, they petitioned against it-see extract 
fmm the Commissioners Memorial, 1845, (enclosed) marked P.; and passage in 

• As th:n proposed and promised by the Government, and on the ground of which promise (see the 
letters on t~IS ~eport of the Hon. H. Sherwood to the Hon. F. Hincks j also of Drs. Nelson and Herrick, 
to the Provm~la~ Secretary) I proceeded to Quebec for the purpose of offering, among other suggestions, 
one for estabhshmg a Provincial Board of Prison and Sanitory InspectoJs,-since carried out by the 
Government, and a Board consisting of five Inspectors appointed. 
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Dr. Beaumont's evidence annexed to the Report of the Committee of 1851, 
(marked X.) 

My removal, therefore, which was accomplished during an interregnum in 
the Government, on the departure of Sir C. Metcalfe, cannot be a bar to my 
application now; and having been effected against the remonstrance of the Com
missioners might rather strengthen my claim as shewing the unjustifiable dismissal 
of a meritorious public officer-whose merit was recognized by those who had the 
best opportunity of forming a judgment. 

On all these grounds, therefore, I beg respectfully to ask the Government to 
make me compensation for the past out of the Lunatic Asylum Funds in hand, 
and also to award a permanent provision for the future for my declining years. 

In addition to the foregoing papers r~ferred to, I would beg reference to the 
following: 

Letter of the late Vice-Chancellor Jameson to Sir Allan MacNab, 12th May, 
1852, marked Q. 

Letter of Sir Allan :MacNab to Hon. F. Hincks, 7th July, 1852, marl{ed R. 
Letter of Vice-Chancellor Jameson to Hon. H. Sherwood, September, 1852, 

marked S. 
Letter of Hon. H. Sherwood to Dr. Rees, 6th October, 1852, marked T. 
Letter of Dr. Herrick to Hon. F. Hincks, 17th August, 1857, marked V. 
Letter of Hon. W. Cayley to Hon. F. Hincks, no date, marked V. 
Letter of Dr. Nelson to Hon. Mr. Morin, 23rd November, 1854, marked W. 

The Honorable 
The Provincial Secretary. 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 
WM. REES. 

Correspondence subsequent to the Report of the Committee of the Legislative 
Assembly.-Session of 1861. 

SECRETARY'S OFFICE, Quebec, 26th August, 1861. 

I have the honor to inform you that His Excrllency the Governor General 
has had under his consideration, in Council, your Petition with its enclosures, 
praying that the recommendation submitted in a Report of a Committee of 
Parliament during it~ last Ses~ion in favor of some provision or allowance being 
made to you for injuries received while in discharge of your duties as Medical 
Superintendent of the Lunatic A~ylum at Toronto in the year 1845, be taken into 
consideration, and that any such allowance take efrect from the period when the 
injuries were infficted, as recommended by the said Report. 

His Excellency directs me to inlarm you that the Legislature has not placed 
at his disposal any funds out of which any provision or allowance can be made 
to you. 

W. Rees, Esq., M.D. 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 
G. POWELL, 

Acting Assistant Secretary 
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TORONTO, 11th October, 1861. 

SIR, . . f 
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your commUnICatIOn? 

the 26th Augu~t, informing me th~t His Exc~I.lency tllt: Governor Genera.l )!1 
Council had had under con~ideratlOn my PetItion and )ts enclosures, and mtl
mating that the Legislature had not placed at his disposal any funds out of 
which any provision or allowance could be made to me. . .. . 

I should have replied before this had I not been ~uffenng from serious mdJs
position ari:,;in~ from my general ill health, a~!!ravatpd by travel and my I~ng 
detention at Quebec pxpecting my case to be taken up, and the mental suffermg 
ariSing from hope dell>rred. 

I now recur to the subject bt'cause, although I gratefully aclmowled~e the 
recognition by the Government of my claim, and their virtual aC'luif'~cence m the 
stronrr recommelJdatif,n or tIle P;lrliarnentary Commit1ee of la,;t ~esslflll, I cannot 
belie~e that, on reconsideration, His Excel,r'ncy in Council will be of opinion that 
the an:-;wer I have n'('eived IllPe1s the casp. 

Since tbe introduction of Responsible Government, it has heen a \\'ell-estab
lislll'd pmctice that all m,mcy grants mllst be initiated by the Government, and 
whenen'r all attempt has I);-_'en made by an indepemlent member in the House to 
infringe this rde it has been met by a prompt rebuke. The most the Committee 
could have dOllP, under these cil'cumstances, was to imoestigate the case and 
recol1lmpnd generally j-this they did in very strong terms, after a careful and 
close eX<lmillatiotl of facts, and it wa..; absolutely out of their power toplacefunds 
at Hts Excellency'S disposal, but in their very favorable recommendation they 
afforded the Go\'erument the strungest assurance that whatever provision the 
Government, in the exerci~e of the duty constitutionally devolving on them, should 
submit to the Honse, would meet their cordial approval. 

On former occasions I was informed that the Government only desired a 
Report from the Legi"lature as a ground for action, and to jl1~tify a provision 
such as my ca~e de~erved-this ground was furnished last Session. 

I submit. thf'refore, that I have done all that can be expected of me, and that 
the Hluse have done all that can be expected from them, until a provision is sub
mitted to them by the l\1l1listry adequate to my claims as admittf'd, in which 
doubtless, they will ~eadl!y COIlCll~;. and that it would be cruel towards me, at my 
advanced agp, and III my very CrItICal !State of health, to require me to go to the 
labor and expense of another visit to Quebec to malie another appeal to the 
Lf>gislature, and that the latter, after the thorough investigation of la:-t Session 
a~d the. Committee's very fiivourable .Report, m,ight, however much they sympa~ 
thlzed WIth me, not unreason~bly declIne to agam entpr on the subject. 

I have therefore respectfully to request that H is Excellency in Conncil will 
cau&e to be ~ncluded in the Estimates for next Session such adequate provision 
for me as WIll carry out the strong recommendation of the Committee and that 
I may receive such an assurance of Ihis intention as will relieve my mind from the 
suspense under which I am and have long been laboring. 

The Honorable 
The Provincial Secretary, 

Quebec. 

1 have the honor to be, 
Sir, 

Your very obedient servant, 
WM. REES. 
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TORONTO, 16th January, 1862. SIR, 
From the period which has elapsed since my last communicalI'on d d 

. d' . l"r f ." ,an un er 
the most anxIOUS eSlre to sImp I y, acIl!tate, and make every sacrifice calculated 
to afford a prompt settle~ent of my claHlls, which have been already urcred in 
three Reports of the Legislature, and have met with recognition firom th G~ 

II h . I" e overn-
ment as we as t e VIrtua acqUle~cence of the Parliamentary Com mitt e I b 0" 

r ",I' e 5, e~ 
leave to suggest lor your conSlueratlOn and that of the Government the followinO" 
moderate and very reaso~lable p~op.osit~on, viz.: That the provision in my favou~ 
contemplated b.y the Le~lsla~ure III Its heporls and Resolutions be awarded me to 
the prese.nt ~PllOd only, Jeanng the future out of consideration, and that it be com
puted wIth mterE'st at the same low rate as that rriven to certain other civil offi
cers recently placed on the retired list, £300 per a~num. 

I am aw~re that t~lis sum, yroposed. as compensation, is considerably less 
than t.he penSIOn t~ WhICh I am Justly entlt!ed from the position which I formerly 
OCCUPied as Supenntendent of the LunatIC A"ylum yet I am willina to waive 

I h · . , ~ 
an~ scrup es on. t at pomt :-:~ as to arnv~ at some definite adjustment of my 
claims. I abstaIn from makll1g any allUSIOn to the ruinous losses I have sus
tained, or ~he seriolls expen:-t's "which I have ineurred personally and through 
agents, by Journeys to and detentions at the seat of Government, durinO" the past 
fifteen year", in the just pro:-:ecution of tr,y suit. ~ 

One half of the amount which I sug-gest as a settlement shall be paid to the 
Government for old Cro,vl1 Land arrears, which will thus be ~ccured-the balance 
is more than anticipated by loans to meet expcn~es incurred by the delay which 
has taken place. I would submit that this is a miserable result of forty years 
professional life, the who:e of which, I can conscientiously say, has been zeal
ously, energetic dIy, and successfnlly devoted to the social improvement and 
material interests of Illy adopted country, and by which, I firmly believe, that 
many thous'"mds of pounds have bf!f'11 annually saved to the Government. 

In a letter, dated Quebec, 26th ;\ugust, 1861, I was informed by the Provin
cial Secretary, that notwith~tanding the yery hvourable Report of the Committee 
of the Legislature at its last session, tlley had placed 110 funds at the disposal of 
His Excellency for the liquidatiun of my claim. I enclose a copy /If my rpply to 
that communication; but I would confidently submit that there is a fund out of 
which such compensation might be paid, viz., the mrplus at the old Lunatic 
Asylum Tax, which, when that tax assumed under a new statute the name of the 
Upper Canada BuildinO" Fund, was handed over to the credit of that fund. 

At the period of the enactment ?f that statute it did. not probably ~ppear that 
there was any object connected WIth the Asylum whICh had a claim o~ that 
balance, but I would suggest, as consistent with reason and equity, that, If any 
such claim should subsequently appear, the Building Fund should, to t~e ex
tent of such claim be considered debtor to the former Asylum Fnnd-m fact 
that for any legitim~te object that bala~ce sh~uld be. cons~dered sti~1 in existence. 

I write you especially as representlllg thiS sectlO.n of the Provlllce, and t~ust 
that as other members of the Executive have uneqUlvocally assented to the JUS
tice 'of my appeal, you will now give my letter your I?ost careful considerati.on, 
and assist me to a recognition of my claim in the estimates of the approachIng 
session. 

The Honorable 
The Attorney General. 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 
WM. REES. 
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