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GENERAL HISTORY

OF TIIE

"FUR TRADE

- FROM

CANADA TO THE NORTH-WEST.

. THE fur trade, from the earlieft fettlement of Canada, was confidered
of the firft importance to that colony. The country was then fo
populous, that, in the vicinity of the eftablifhments, the animals
whofe fkins were precious, in a commercial view, {foon became very
{carce, if not altogether extin€t. They were, it is true, hunted at
former periods, but merely for food and clothing. The Indians, there-
fore, to procure the neceflary fupply, were encouraged to penetrate mto
the country, and were generally accompanied by fome of the Cana-
~ dians, who found means to induce the remoteft tribes of natives to
bring the fkins which were moft in demand, to their fettlements, in the

way of trade.

It is not neceffary for me to examine the caule, but experience proves
that it requires much lefs time for a civilized people to deviate into
" a ~ the

]



11 A GENERAL HISTORY

the manners and cuftoms of favage life, than for favages to rife into
a ftate of civilization. Such was the event with thofe who thus accom-
panied the natives on their hunting and trading excurfions; for they
became fo attached to the Indian mode of life, that they loft all relifh
for their former habits and native homes. Hence they derived the title
of Coureurs des Bots, became a kind of pedlars, and were extremely
uleful to the merchants engaged in the fur trade; who gave them
the neceflary credit to proceed on their commetcial undertakings.
Three or four of thefe people would jomn their ftock, put their pro-
perty into a birch-bark canoe, which they worked themf{elves, and
either accompanied the natives in their excurfions, or went at once to
the country where they knew they were to hunt. At length, thefe
voyages extended to twelve or fifteen months, when they returned with
rich cargoes of furs, and followed by great numbers of the natives.
During the fhort time requifite to fettle their accounts with the mer-
chants, and procure frefh credit, they generally contrived to fquander
away all their gains, when they returned to renew their favourite mode
of life: their views being anfwered, and their labour fufliciently rewarded,
by indulging themfelves in extravagance and diflipation during the fhort
{pace of one month 1n twelve or fifteen.

This indifference about amafling property, and the pleafure of living
free from all reftraint, foon brought on a licentioufnefs of manners which
could not long efcape the vigilant obfervation of the miflionaries, who
had much reafon to complain of their being a difgrace to the Chrif-
tian religion ; by not only fwerving from its duties themfelves, but by

thus
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thus bringing it into difrepute with thofe of the natives who had become
converts to it; and, confequently, obftruting the great objett to which
thofe pious men had devoted their lives. They, therefore, exerted their
influence to procure the {uppreflion of thefe people, and accordingly, no
one was allowed to go up the country to trathic with the Indians, without

a licence from the government,

At firft thefe permiflions were, of courfe, granted only to thofe whofe
charaéter was fuch as could give no alarm to the zcal of the millionaries :
but they were afterwards beftowed as rewards for fervices, on ofhcers, and
their wi&ows; and they, who were not willing or able to make ufe of them,
(which may be fuppoled to be always the cafe with thofe of the latter
defcription) were allowed to fell them to the merchants, who neceflarily
employed the Coureurs des bois, in quality of theiragents; and thefe
people, as may be imagined, gave fufficient caufe for the renewal of

former complaints; fo that the remedy proved, in faft, worfe than the

difeafe.

At length, military pofts were eftablithed at the confluence of the dif-
ferent large lakes of Canada, which, in a great meafure, checked the
evil confequences that followed from the improper conduét of thele
forefters, and, at the fame time, protefted the trade. Befides, a number
of able and refpettable men retired from the army, profccuted the trade
in perfon, under their refpetive licences, with great order and regu-
larity, and extended it to fuch a diftance, as, in thofe days, was confi-
dered to be an aftonithing effort of commercial enterprize. 'fhele per-
fons and the miflionaries having combined their views at the fame

a2 time,



iv ~ A GENERAL HISTORY

time, fecured the refpet of the natives, and the obedience of the people
neceffarily employed in the laborious parts of this undertaking. Thefe
gentlemen denominated themfelves comanders, and not traders, though,
they were intitled to both thofe charaéters: and, as for the miflionaries,
if fufferings and hardfhips in the profecution of the great work which
they had undertaken, deferved applaufe and admiration, they had an
undoubted claim to be admired and applauded: they fpared no labour
and avoided no danger in the execution of their important office; and
it is to be ferioufly lamented, that their pious endeavours did not meet
with the fuccefs which they deferved: for there is hardly a trace to be

found beyond the cultivated parts, of their meritorious funétions.

The caufe of this failure muft be atiributed to a want of due conft-
deration in the mode employed by the miffionaries to propagate the
religion of which they were the zealous minifters. They habituated
themlelves to the favage life, and naturalifed themfelves to the favage
manners, and, by thus becoming dependant, as it were, on the natives, they
acquired their contempt rather than their veneration. If they had been
as well acquainted with human nature, as they were with the articles of
their faith, they would have known, that the unculuvated mind of an
Indian muft be difpefed by much preparatory method and inftru&ion to
receive the revealed truths of Chriftianity, to att under its fanctions, and
be impelled to good by the hope of its reward, or turned from evil by
the fear of its punifhments. They fhould have began their work by
teaching fome of thofe ufeful arts which are the inlets of knowledge, and
lead the mind by degrees to objetts of higher comprehenfion. Agricul-
ture fo formed to fix and combine fociety, and fo preparatory ta

objetts
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objefts of fuperior confideration, fhould have been the firft thing intro-
duced among a favage people: it attaches the wandering tribe to that
fpot where it adds fo much to their comforts; while it gives them a {enfe
of property, and of lafting poffeflion, inftead of the uncertain hopes
of the chafe, and the fugitive produce of unculuvated wilds. Such
were the means by which the forefts of Paragnuay were converted into a
fcene of abundant cultivation, and its {avage inhabitants introduced to

all the advantages of a civilized life.

The Canadian miffionaries fhould have been contented to improve the
morals of their own countrymen, {o that by meliorating their charater
and conduét, they would have given a ftriking example of the effe@ of
religion in promoting the comforts of life to the {urrounding favages;
and might by degrees have extended its benign influence to the remoteft
regions of that country, which was the obje, and intended to be the
fcene, of their evangelic labours.  But by bearing the light of the
Gofpel at once to the diftance of two thoufand five hundred miles from
the civilized part of the colonies, it was foon obfcured by the cloud of

ignorance tnat darkened the human mind in thofe diftant regions.

The whole of their long route I have often travelled, and the recol-
le¢tion of fuch a people as the miflionaries having been there, was con-
fined to a few {uperannuated Canadians, who had not left thuc country
{ince the ceffion to the Englifh, in 1763, and who particularly mentioned
the death of fome, and the diftrefling fituation of them all.  But if thefe
religious men did not attain the objets of their perfevering piety, they
were, during their miflion, of great fervice to the commanders who

engaged



vi A GENERAL HISTORY

engaged in thofe diftant expeditions, and fpread the fur trade as far
Welt as the banks of the Safkatchiwine river, in 53. North latitude, and

longitude 102 Welt.

At an early period of their intercourle with the favages, a cuftom was
introduced of - a very excellent tendency, but 1s now unfortunately dil-
continued, of not felling any fpirituous liquor to the natives. This
admirable regulation was for fome time obferved, with all the refpett
due to the religion by which it was fantion. 4, and whole ievereft cen-
fures followed the violation of it. A painful penance could alone reftore
the offender to the {ufpended rites of the facrament. The cafuiltry of
trade, however, difcovered a way to gratify the Indians with their favour-
ite cordial, without incurring the ecclefiaftical penalties, by giving,

inftead of {elling it to them.

But notwithftanding all the reftriftions with which commerce was
opprefled under the French government, the fur trade was extended to
the immenfe diftance which has been already ftated; and furmounted
many moft difcouraging difficulties, which will be hereafter noticed ;
while, at the fame time, no exertions were made from Hudfon’s Bay to
obtain even a fhare of the trade of a country which, according to the
charter of that company, belonged to it, and, from its proximity, is fo

much more accefflible to the mercantile adventurer.

Of thefe trading commanders, I underftood, that two attempted to
penetrate to the Pacific Ocean, but the utmoft extent of their journey I
could never learn; which may be attributed, indeed, to a failure of the

undertaking.

For
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For fome time after the conqueft of Canada, this trade was {ufpended,
which muft have been very advantageous to the Hudfon’s Bay Com-
pany, as all the inhabitants to the Weltward of Lake Superior, were
obliged to go to them for fuch articles as their habitual ufe had rendered
neceflfary. Some of the Canadians who had lived long with them, and
were become attached to a {avage lite,accompanied them thither annually,
till mercantile adventurers again appeared from their own country, after
an interval of feveral years, owing, as I fuppole, to an ignorance of the
country in the conquerors, and their want of commercial confidence in
the conquered. There were, indeed, other difcouragements, fuch as
the immenfe length of the journey neceffary to reach the limits beyond
which this commerce muft begin; the rifk of property; the expences
attending fuch a long tranfport; and an ignorance of the language of
thofe who, from their experience, muft be neceflarily employed as the
intermediate agents between them and the natives. But, notwithftand-
ing thefe dithculties, the trade, by degrees, began to {pread over the dif-
ferent parts to which it had been carried by the French, though at a
great rifk of the lives, as well as the property, of their new pofleflors,
for the natives had been taught by their former allies to entertain hollile
difpofitions towards the Englifh, from their having been in alliance with
their natural enemmes the Iroquois; and there were not wanting a fufficient
number of difcontented, difappointed people to keep alive {uch a notion;
fo that for a long time they were confidered and treated as objetts of
hoftility. To prove this difpofition of the Indians, we have only to
refer to the condutt of Pontiac, at Detroit, and the furprife and taking

of Michilimakinac, about this period.

Hence
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Hence it arofe, that it was fo late as the year 1766, before which, the
trade I mean to confider, commenced from Michilimakinac. The firft
who attempted it were fatisfied to go the length of the River Cameniftiquia,
about thirty miles to the Eaftward of the Grande Portage, where the
French had a principal eftablifhment, and was the line of their communi-
cation with the interior country. It was once deftroyed by fire. Here
they went and returned fuccefsful in the following fpring to Michilima-
‘kinac. Their fuccefs induced them to renew their journey, and incited
others to follow their example. Some of them remained at Camenifti-
quia, while others proceeded to and beyond the Grande Portage, which,
fince that time has become the principal entrepot of that trade, and 1s
fituated in a bay, in latitude 48. North, and longitude go. Weft. After
pafling the ufual feafon there, they went back to Michilimakinac as
before, and encouraged by the trade, returned in increafed numbers. One
of thefe, Thomas Curry, with a {pirit of enterprize fuperior to that of
his contemporaries, determined to penetrate to the furtheft limits of the
French difcoveries in that country; or at leaft till the froft fhould ftop
him. For this purpofe he procured guides and interpreters, who were
acquainted with the country, and with four canoes arrived at Fort
Bourbon, which was one of their pofts, at the Weft end of the Cedar
Lake, on the waters of the Safkatchiwine. His rifk and toil were well re-
compenfed, for he came back the following {pring with his canoes filled
with fine furs, with. which he proceeded to Canada, and was fatisfied never
again to return to the Indian country.

From this period people began to {pread over every part of the coun-
try, particularly where the French had eftablifhed fettlements,

Mr, James
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Mr. James Finlay was the firft who followed Mr. Curry’s example,
and with the fame number of canoes, arrived, in the courfe of the n~xt
fcalon, at Nipawee, the lalt of the French fettlements on the bark of
the Safkatchiwine River, m latitude ncarly 43+ Morth, and longitude
103 Weft: he found the good fortune, as he followed, 1n every refpcct,

the example, of his predeceflor.

As may be fuppofed, there were now people enough ready to replace
them, and the trade was purfued with fuch avidity, and 1rregularity, that
m a few years it became the reverfe of what it ought to have been. An
animated competition prevailed, and the contending parties carried the
trade beyond the French limits, though with no benefit to themfelves or
neighbours, the Iludfon’s-Bay Company; who in the year 1774, and
not till then, thought proper to move from home to the Eaft bank of
Sturgeon Lake, in latitude 53. 56. North, and longitude 102. 15. Weft,
and becamc more jealous of their fellow fubjefls; and, perhaps, with
more caule, than they had been of thole of France. From this period
to the preflent time, they have been following the Canadians to their
different eftablifhments, while, on the contrary, there is not a folitary
inftance that the Canadians have followed them; and there are many
trading polts which they have not yet attained. This, however, will no
longer be a myltery when the nature and policy of the Hudlon’s-Bay
Company is compared with that which has been purfued by their rivals

in this trade.—But to return to my fubject.

This competition, which has been already mentioned, gave a fatal
blow to the trade from Canada, and, with other incidental caufes, in my

N opinion,
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opinion, contributed to its ruin. This trade was carried on 1n a very
diftant country, out of the reach of legal reftraint, and where there was a
free fcope given to any ways or means in attaining advantage. The
confequence was not only the lofs of commercial benefit to the perfons
engaged in it, but of the geod opision of the natives, and the refpe&t of
their men, who were inclined to follow their example ; {o that with drink-
ing, caroufing, and quarrelling with the Indians along their route, and
among themfelves, they feldom reached their winter quarters; and if they
did, it was generally by dragging their property upon {ledges, as the
navigation was clofed up by the froft. When at length they were
arrived, the objett of each was to injure his rival traders in the opinion
of the natives as much as was in their power, by milreprefentation and
prefents, for which the agents employed were peculiarly calculated.
They confidered the command of their employer as binding on them,
and however wrong or irregular the tranfaltion, the refponfibility refted
with the principal who dircéted them. This is Indian law. Thus did
they wafle their credit and their property with the natives, till the firft
was palt redemption, and the laft was nearly exhaufted ; fo that towards
the {pring in each vear, the rival parties found it abfolutely neceflary
to join, and make one common ftock of what remained, for the pur-
pofe of trading with the natives, who could entertain no refpett for
perfons who had condutled themfelves with fo much irregularity and
deceit.  The winter, therefore was one continued {cene of difagreements
and quarrels. If any one had the precaution or good fenfe to keep clear
of thele proceedings, he derived a proportionable advantage from his
good condutt, and frequently proved a peace-maker between the parties.
To fuch an height had they carried this licentious conduét, that they

were
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were in a continual ftate of alarm, and were even frequently ftopped to
pay tribute on their route into the country; though they had adopted
the plan of travelling together in parties of thirty or forty canoes, and
keeping their men armed; which {fometimes, indeed, proved neceflary

for their defence.

Thus was the trade carried on for {everal years, and confequently be-
coming worfe and worfe, fo that the partners, who met them at the
Grande Portage, naturally complained of their ill fuccels. But{pecious
reafons were always ready to prove that it arofe from circumftances
which they could not at that time control; and encouragements were
held forth to hope that a change would foon take place, which would
make ample amends for paft difappointments.

It was about this time, that Mr. Joleph Frobifher, one of the gentlemen
engaged in the trade, determined to penetrate into the country yet
unexplored, to the North and Weftward, and, in the {pring of the yeur
1775, met the Indians from that quarter on their way to Fort Churchill,
at Portage de Traite, fo named from that circumf{lance on the banks of
the Miflinipi, or Churchill River, latitude 55. 25. North, longitude 103%.
Weft. It was, indeed, with fome difficulty that he could induce them
to trade with him, but he at length procurcd as many furs as his
canoes could carry. In this perilous expedition he fuftained every
kind of hardfhip incident to a journey through a wild and favage
country, where his fubfiftence depended on what the woods and the
waters produced. Thele difficultics, neverthelefs, did not difcourage
him from returning in the following year, when he was cquclly fuccefsiul,

I a ile
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He then fent his brother to explore the country il further Weft, who
penetrated as far as the lake of Iile a la Croix, in latitude 55. 26. North,
and longitude 108 Welft. |

He, however, never after wintered among the Indians, though he
retained a large intereft in the trade, and a principal fhare in the direc-
tion of it till the year 1798, when he retired to enjoy the fruits of his
labours; and, by his holpitality, became known to every refpettable

firanger who vifited Canada.

The fuccefs of this gentleman induced others to follow his example,
and in the {pring of the year 1778, fome of the traders on the Safkat-
chiwine River, finding they had a quantity of goods to fpare, agreed to
put them into a jomt ftock, and gave the charge and management of
them to Mr. Peter Pond, who, in four canoes, was direted to enter the
Englifh River, fo called by Mr. Frobifher, to fellow his track, and proceed
ftill further; 1if poflible, to Athabafca, a country hitherto unknown but
from Indian report. In this enterprife he at length fucceeded, and
pitched his tent on the banks of the Elk River, by him erroneoully called
the Athabalca River, about thirty miles from the Lake of the Hills, into

which it empties itfelf, "

Here he paffed the winter of 1778-9; faw a vaft concourfe of the
Krifteneaux and Chepewyan tribes, who ufed to carry their furs annually
to Churchill; the latter by the barren grounds, where they fuffered in-
numerable hardfhips, and were fometimes even ftarved to.death. The

former followed t [ I
he courle of the lakes and rivers, through a country

that
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that abounded in animals, and where there was plenty of fifh: but
though they did not fuffer from want of food, the intolerable faugue of
fuch a journey could not be ealily repaid to an Indian : they were, there-
fore, highly gratified by feeing people come to their country to relieve
them from fuch long, toilfome, and dangerous journies; and were im-
mediately reconciled to give an advanced price for the articles neceflary
to their comfort and convenience. Mr. Pond’s reception and {uccefs
was accordingly beyond his expeftation; and he procured twice as
many furs as his canoes would carry. They allo fupplied him with as
much provifion as he required during his refidence among them, and
fufhicient for his homeward voyage. Such of the furs as he could not
embark, he fecured in one of his winter huts, and tliey were found the

following feafon, in the fame ftate mn which he left them.

Thefe, however, were but partial advantages, and could not prevent
the people of Canada from feeing the improper condu&t of fome of their
affociates, which rendered it dangerous to remain any longer among the
natives, Molft of them who pafled the winter at the Safkatchiwine, got
to the Eagle hills, where, in the {pring of the year 174, a tew days yre-
vious to their intended departure, a large band of Indians being engaged
in drinking about their houfes, one of the traders, to eafe humfelf of the
troublefome importunities of a native, gave him a dofe of laudanuiu mn
a glals of grog, which cffettually prevented him from giving further
trouble to any one, by fetting him afleep for ever. This accident pro-
duced a fray, in which one of the traders, and feveral of the men, were
killed, while the reft had no other means to fave themfelves but by a

precipitate flight, abandoning a confiderable quaniity of goods, and
near
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near half the furs which they had collefed during the winter and the
{pring.

About the fame time, two of the eftablifhments on the Affiniboin
river, were attacked with lefs juftice, when feveral white men, and a
greater number of Indians were killed. In fhort, it appeared, that the
natives had formed a refolution to extirpate the traders; and, without
entering into any further realonings on tl.e fubje&, it appears to be n-
controvertible, that the irregularity purfued in carrying on the trade has
brought it into its prefent forlorn {ituation ; and nothing but the greateft
calamity that could have befallen the natives, faved the traders from
deftrn&ion: this was the fmall pox, which fpread its d-ftruétive and
defolating power, as the fire confumes the dry grafs of the field. The
fatal infettion fpread around with a baneful rapidity which no flight
could efcape, and with a fatal effeft that nothing could refift. It de-
ftroyed with its peftilential breath whole families and tribes; and the
horrid {cene prefented to thole who had the melancholy and affliéting
opportunity of beholding it, a combination of the dead, the dying, and
fuch as to avoid the horrid fate of their friends around them, pre-

pared to difappoint the plague of its prcy, by terminating their own
exiftence.

The habits and lives of thefe devoted people, which provided not to-
day for the wants of to-morrow, muft have heightened the pains of fuch
an afflition, by lezving them not only without remedy, but even without

alleviation.  Nouglt was left them but to fubmit in agony and defpair.

To

b
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To aggravate the piture, if aggravation werc poflible, may be added,
the putrid carcafes which the wolves, with a furious voracity, dragged
forth from the huts, or which were mangled within them by the dogs,
whofe hunger was fatisfied with the disfigured remains of their mafters.
Nor was it uncommon for the father of a family, whom the infeétion
had not reached, to call them around him, to reprefent the cruel fuffer-
ings and horrid fate of their relations, from the influence of fome evil
{pirit who was preparing to extirpate their race; and to incite them to
baffle death, with all its horrors, by their own poniards. At the fame
time, if their hearts failed them in this neceffary aft, he was himfclf
ready to perform the deed of mercy with his own hand, as the laft att
of his affeftion, and inftantly to follow them to the common place of

reft and refuge from human evil.

It was never fatisfaltorily afcertained by what means this malignant
diforder was introduced, but it was generally {fuppofed to be from the
Mifliffoaic, by a war party.

The confequence of this melancholy event to the traders muft be
felf-evident ; the means of difpofing of their goods were cut off; and no
furs were obtained, but fuch as had been gathered from the habitations
of the deceafed Indians, which could not be very confideruble: nor did
they look from the loffes of the prefent year, with any encouraging ex-
peltations to thofe which were to come. Tue only fortunzte people
confifted of a party who had again penetrated to the Northwerd and
Weftward in 1780, at fome diftance up the Miflinipi, or Englifh River,

to
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to Lake la Rouge. Two unfortunate circumflances, however. happened

to them; which are as follow.

Mr. Wadin, a Swifs gentleman, of {tri& probity and known fobriety,
had gone there in the year 1779, and remained during the fummer 178o0.
His partners and others, engaged in an oppofite intereft, when at the
Grande Portage, agreed to fend a quantity of goods on their joint ac-
count, which was accepted, and Mr. Pond was propofed by them to be
their reprefentative to aft in conjunétion with Mr. Wadin. Two men, of
more oppofite charafters, could not, perhaps, have been found. In fhort
from various caufes, their fituations became very uncomfortable to each
other, and mutual ill-will was the natural confequence: without enter-
ing, therefore, irto a minute hiflory of thefe tranfations, 1t will be fuf-
ficient to obferve, that, about the end of the year 1780, or the begin-
ning of the year 1781, Mr. Wadin had received Mr. Pond and one of his
own clerks to dinner; and, in the courfe of the night, the former was
ihot through the lower part of the thigh, when it was faid that he ex-
pired from the lofs of biood, and was buried next morning at eight
oclock. Mr. Pond, and the clerk, were tried for this murder at Mon-
treal, and acquitted : neverthelels, their innocence was not {o apparent

as to extinguifh the original fufpicion.

The other circumflance was this. In the {pring of the year, Mr.
Pond fent the abovementioned clerk to meet the Indians from the
Northward, who ufed to go annually to Hudfon’s Bay ; when he eafily

perfuaded them to trade with him, and return back, that they might not

take
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take the contagion which had depopulated the country to the Eaftward
of them: but moft unfortunately they caught it here, and carried it with
them, to the deftruftion of themfelves and the neighbouring tribes.

The country being thus depopulated, the traders and their friends
from Canada, who, from various caufes already mentioned, were very
much reduced in number, became confined to two parties, who began
{erioufly to think of making permanent eftabli(hments on the Miflinipi
river, and at Athabafca; for which purpofe, in 1781-¢2, they felefted their
beft canoe-men, being ignorant that the fmall pox penetrated that way.
The moft expeditious party got only in time to the Portage la Loche,
or Mithy-Ouinigam Portage, which divides the waters of the Miflinipifrom
thofe that fall into the Elk river, to difpatch one canoe ftrong handed,
and light-loaded, to that country; but, on their arrival there, they
found, in every direftion, the ravages of the fmall pox; fo that,
from the great diminution of the natives, they returned in the {pring
with no more than feven packages of beaver. The ftrong woods and
mountainous countries afforded a refuge to thofe who fled from the
contagion of the plains; but they were fo alarmed at the furrounding
deftruction, that they avoided the traders, and were difpirited from hunt-
ing except for their {ubfiftence. The traders, however, who returned
into the country in the year 1782-3, found the inhabitants in fome fort
of tranquillity, and more numerous than they had reafon to expe&, fo
that their fuccefs was proportionably better.

During the winter of 1783-4, the merchants of Canada, engaged in
this trade, formed a junttion of interells, under the name of the North-
¢ Welt
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Weft Company, and divided it into fixteen fhares, without depofiting any
capital ; each party furnithing a proportion or quota of fuch articles as
were neceffary to carry on the trade : the refpettive parties agreeing
to fatisfy the friends they had in the country, who were not provided for,
according to this agreement, out of the proportions which they held.
The management of the whole was accordingly entrufted to Meffrs. Ben-
jamin and Jofeph Frobifher, and Mr. Simon M¢Tavifh, two diftin&
houfes, who had the greateft intereft and influence in the country, and for

which they were to receive a {ipulated commiffion in all tranfattions.

In the fpring, two of thofe gentlemen went to the Grande Portage
with their credentials, which were confirmed and ratified by all the parties
having an option, except Mr. Peter Pond, who was not fatisfied with
the fhare allotted him. Accordingly he, and another gentleman, Mr. Peter
Pangman, who had a right to be a partner, but for whom no provifion
had been made, came to Canada, with a determination to return to the
country, if they could find any perfons to join them, and give their {cheme
a proper {upport.

The traders in the country, and merchants at Montreal, thus en-
tered into a co-partnerfhip, which, by thele means, was confolidated
and diretted by able men, who, from the powers with which they were
entrufted, could carry on the trade to the utmoft extent it would
bear. The traders in the country, therefore, having every reafon
to expeét that their paft and future labours would be recompenfed, for-
got all their former animofities, and engaged with the utmoft {pirit and
altivity, to forward the general intereft; fo that, in the following year,

thev
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they met their agents at the Grande Portage, with their canoes laden
with rich furs from the different parts of that immenfe traét of country.
But this {atisfaltion was not to be enjoyed without fome interruption;
and they were mortified to find that Mr. Pangman had prevailed on
Meflrs. Gregory and Macleod to join him, and give him their fupport
in the bufinefs, though deferted by Mr, Pond, who accepted the terms
offered by his former aflociates.

In the counting houfe of Mr. Gregory I had been five years; and at
this period had left him, with a fmall adventure of goods, with which
he had entrufted me, to feek my fortune at Detroit. He, without
any folicitation on my part, had procured an infertion in the agree-
ment, that I fhould be admitted a partner in this bufinefs, on con-
dition that I would proceed to the Indian country in the following
{pring, 1785. His partner came to Detroit to make me fuch a propo-
fition. I readily affented to it, and immediatcly proceeded to the

Grande Portage, where I joined my aflociates.

We now found that independent of the natural difhculties of the
undertaking, we fhould have to encounter every other which they, who
were already in pofleflion of the trade of the country, could throw in
our way, and which their circumflances enabled them to do. Nor did
they doubt, from their own fuperior experience, as well as that of their
clerks and men, with their local knowledge of the country and its
inhabitants, that they fhould foon compel us to leave the coun-
try to them. The event, however, did not juftify their expetta-

tions; for, after the fevereft firuggle ever known in that part of the
Cc 2 VVOl'ld,
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world, and fuffering every oppreffion which a jealous and rival {pirit could
inftigate; after the murder of one of our partners, the laming of another,
and the narrow efcape of one of our clerks, who received a bullet
through his powder horn, in the execution of his duty, they were com-
pelled to allow us a fhare of the trade. As we had already incurred a
lofs, this union was, in every refpet, a defirable event to us, and was

concluded in the month of July 1787.

This commercial eftablifhment was now founded on a more {olid bafis
than any hitherto known in the country; and it not only continued
in full force, vigour, and profperity, in {pite of all interference from
Canada, but maintained at leaft an cqual fhare of advantage with the
Hudfon’s-Bay Company, notwithflanding the fuperiority of their local
fituation. The following account of this felf-ereted concern will mani-
feft the caufe of its fuccefs.

It aflumed the title of the North-Weft Company, and was no
more than an aflociation of commercial men, agreeing among them-
lelves to carry on the fur trade, unconnefted with any other bufinels,.
though many of the parties engaged had extenfive concerns alto-
gether foreign to it. It may be faid to have been fupported entirely
upon credit; for, whether the capital belonged to the proprietor, or wz;s
borrowed, it equally bore intereft, for which the affociation was annually
accountable. It confifted of twenty fhares, unequally divided among
the perfons concerned. Of thefe, a certain proportion was held by
the people who managed the bufinefs in Canada, and were ftyled agents

for the Company. Their duty was to import the neceflary goods from

England
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England, ftore them at their own expence at Montreal, get them made
up into the articles fuited to the trade, pack and forward them, and
fupply the cafh that might be wanting for the outfits ; for which they
received, independent of the profit on their fhares, a commiflion on the
amount of the accounts, which they were obliged to make out annually,
and keep the adventure of each year diftinét. Two of them went an-
nually to the Grande Portage, to manage and tranfatt the bufinefs
there, and on the communication at Detroit, Michilimakinac, St. Mary’s,
and Montreal, where they received ftores, packed up, and fhipped the
company’s furs for England, on which they had alfo a {mall commiffion.
The remaining fhares were held by the proprietors, who were obliged to
winter and manage the bufinefs of the concern with the Indians, and their
refpetive clerks, &c. They were not fuppofed to be under any obliga-
tion to furnifh capital, or even credit. If they obtained any capital by
the trade, it was to remain in the hands of the agents; for which they were
allowed intereft. Some of them, from their long fervices and influence,
held- double fhares, and were allowed to retire from the bufinels at any
period of the exifting concern, with one of thole fhares, naming any
young man in the company’s fervice to fucceed him in the other. Se-
niority and merit were, however, confidered as affording a claim to the
fucceflion, which, neverthelefs, could not be difpofed of without the con-
currence of the majority of the concern; who, at the fame time relieved
the {eceding perfon from any reflponfibility refpeéting the fhare that he
transferred, and accounted for it according to the annual value or rate of
the property; fo that the feller could have no advantage but that of get-
ting the fhare of ftock which he retained realifed, and receiving for the

transferred fhare what was fairly determined to be the worth of it.  The
former
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former was allo difcharged from all duty, and became a dormant part-
ner. Thus, all the young men who were not provided for at the begin-
ning of the contraé, fucceeded in fucceffion to the charatter and advan-
tages of partners. They entered into the Company’s fervice for five or
{even years, under fuch expeftations, and their reafonable profpeéts were
feldom difappointed : there were, indeed, inftances when they fucceeded
to {hares, before their apprenticefhip was expired, and it frequently hap-
pened that they were provided for while they were in a ftate of articled
clerkfhip. Shares were transferrable only to the concern at large, as no
perfon could be admitted as a pariner who had not ferved his time to
the trade. The dormant partner indeed might difpofe of his intereft to
any one he chofe, but if the tranfaftion were not acknowledged by his
affociates, the purchafer could only be confidered as his agent or attor-
ney. Every fhare had a vote, and two thirds formed a majority. This
regular and equitable mode of providing for the clerks of the company,
excited a {pirit of emulation in the difcharge of their various duties, and
in faét, made every agent a principal, who perceived his own profperity
to be immediately connefted with that of his employers. Indeed, with-
out fuch a fpirit, fuch a trade could not have become fo extended and
advantageous, as it has been and now is.

In 1788, the grofs amount of the adventure for the year did not ex-
ceed forty thoufand pounds,* but by the exertion, enterprife, and in-
duftry of the proprietors, it was brought in eleven years to triple that

* This might be properly called the ftock of the company, as it included, with the expenditure of
the year, the amount of the property unexpended, which had been appropriated for the adventure of
ihat year, and was carried on to the account of the following adventure.

amournt
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amount and upwards; yielding proportionate prefits, and furpamﬁg, in

fhort, any thing known in America.

Such, therefore, being the profperous ftate of the company, it,
very naturally, tempted others to interfere with the concern in a man-
ner by no means beneficial to the company, and commonly ruin-

ous to the undertakers.

In 1798 the concern underwent a new form, the (hares were increaled
to forty-fix, new partners being admitted, and others retiring. This
period was the termination of the company, which was not renewed
by all the parties concerned in it, the majority continuing to at upon
the old ftock, and under the old firm; the others beginning a new
one; and it now remains to be decided, whether two parties, under
the fame regulations and by the fame exertions, though unequal in num-
ber, can continue to carry on the bufinefs to a fuccelsful iflue. The
contrary opinion has been held, which, if verified, will make it the in-
tereft of the parties again to coalelce; for neither is deficient in capital
to {upport their obftinacy in a lofing trade, as it is not to be fuppofed

that either will yield on any other terms than perpetual participation.

It will not be fuperfluous in this place, to explain the general mode of

carrying on the fur trade.

The agents are obliged to order the neceflary goods from England
in the month of O¢tober, eighteen months before they can leave Mon-
treal; that is, they are not fhipped from London until the {pring fol-

lowing,
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lowing, when they arrive in Canada in the fummer. In the courle of
the following winter they are made up into fuch articles as are required
for the favages; they are then packed into parcels of ninety pounds
weight each, but cannot be fent from Montreal until the May following ;
fo that they do not get to market until the enfuing winter, when they are
exchanged for furs, which come to Montreal the next fall, and from
thence are fhipped, chiefly to London, where they are not {old or paid
for before the fucceeding {pring, or even as late as June; which is forty-
two months after the goods were ordered in Canada; thirty-fix after
they had been fhipped from England, and twenty-four after they had
been forwarded from Montreal ; fo that the merchant, allowing that he
has twelve months credit, does not receive a return to pay for thofe
goods, and the neceflary expences attending them, which is about equal
to the value of the goods themfelves, till two years after they are con-
fidered as cafh, which makes this a very heavy bufinels. There is even
a {mall proportion of it that requires twelve months longer to bring
round the payment, owing to the immenfe diftance it is carried, and from
the fhortnefs of the feafons, which prevents the furs, even after they are
colleted, from coming out of the country for that period.

* This will be better illuftrated by the following ftatement :
We will fuppofe the goods for 1798 ;

The orders for the goods are fent to this country - - - - 25th Oé. 1746.
They are (hipped from London - - - - - March 1797.
They arrive in Montreal - - - - - - June 1797,
They are made up in the courle of that fummer and winter.
They are fent from Montreal - - - - - May 1748,
They arrive in the Indian country, and are exchanged for furs the following winter 1 798-g.
Which furs come to Montreal - - - - - Sept. 1799.
And are {hipped for London, where they are fold in March and April, and paid

for in May or June - - - - - - 1800.

The
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The articles neceflary for this trade, are coarfe woollen cloths of dif-
ferent kinds; milled blankets of different fizes; arms and ammunition;
twift and carrot tobacco; Manchefter goods; linens, and coarfe fheet-
ings; thread, lines and twine; common hardware; cutlery and iron-
mongery of feveral delcriptions; kettles of brals and copper, and fheet-
iron; filk and cotton handkerchiefs; hats, fhoes and hole; calicoes and
printed cottons, &c. &c. &c. Spirituous liquors and provifions are
purchafed in Canada. Thefe, and the expence of tran[port to and from
the Indian country, including wages to clerks, interpreters, guides, and \
canoe-men, with the expence of making up the goods for the maiket,

form about half the annual amount againit the adventure.

This expenditure in Canada ultimately tends to the encouragement of
Britifh manufattory, for thofe who are employed in the different
branches of this bufinefs, are enabled by their gains to purchafe fuch
Britifh articles as they muft otherwife forego.

The produce of the year of which I am now fpeaking, confifted of the

following furs and peltries :

106,000 Beaver {kins, 60oo Lynx fkins,
2100 Bear {kins, 600 Wolverine {kins,
1500 Fox {kins, 1650 Fifher fkins,
4000 Kitt Fox {kins, 100 Rackoon {kins,
4600 Otter fkins, 3800 Wolf fkins,

17,000 Mufquafh fkins, 700 Elk {kins,

32,000 Marten {kins, 750 Deer {kins,
1800 Mink {kins, 1200 Deer 1kins, drefled,

500 Buffalo robes, and a quantity of caftorum.
d Of
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Of thefe were diverted from the Britith market, being fent through the
United States to China, 13,364 fkins, fine beaver, weighing 19283 pounds;
1250 fine otters, and 1724 kitt foxes. They would have found their
way to the China market at any rate, but this deviation from the Britifh
channel arofe from the following circumftance :

An adventure of this kind was undertaken by a relpe€table houlfe in
London, half concerned with the North-Weft Company in the year
1792. The furs were of the beft kind, and {uitable to the market; and -
the adventurers continued this connexion for five fucceflive years, to
the annual amount of forty thoufand pounds. At the winding up of
the concern of 1792, 1793, 1794, 1795, in the year 1797, (the adven-
ture of 1796 not being included, as the furs were not {ent to China, but
difpofed of in London), the North-Weft Company experienced a lofs
of upwards of £ 40,000 (their half,) which was principally owing to the
difficulty of getting home the produce procured in return for the furs
from China, in the Eaft India Company’s fhips, together with the duty
payable, and the various reftrittions of that company. Whereas, from
America there are no impediments; they get immediately to market,
and the produce of them is brought back, and perhaps fold in the courfe
of twelve months. From fuch advantages the furs of Canada will no
doubt find their way to China by America, which would not be the
cafe if Britifh fubjetts had the fame privileges that are allowed to
foreigners, as London would then be found the beft and fafeft market.

But to return to our principal fubje®.—We fhall now proceed to
eonfider the number of men employed in the concern: viz, fifty clerks,

~
-
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feventy-one interpreters and clerks, one thoufand one hundred and
twenty canoe men, and thirty-five guides. Of thele, five clerks, eighteen
guides, and three hundred and fifty canoe men, were employed for the
fummer feafon in going from Montreal to the Grande Portage, in
canoes, part of whom proceeded from thence to Rainy Lake, as will be
hereafter explained, and are called Pork-eaters, or Goers and Comers.
Thefe were hired in Canada or Montreal, and were abfent from the 1{t of
May till the latter end of September. For this trip the guides had
from eight hundred to a thoufand livres, and a fuitable equipment;
the foreman and fteerfman from four to fix hundred livres; the middle-
men from two hundred and fifty to three hundred and fifty livres, with
an equipment of one blanket, one fhirt, and one pair of trowlers; and
were maintained during that period at the expence of their employers.
Independent of their wages, they were allowed to traflic, and many of
them earned to the amount of their wages. About one third of thefe went
to winter, and had more than double the above wages and equipment,
All the others were hired by the year, and fome times for three years; and
of the clerks many were apprentices, who were generally engaged for five
or feven years, for which they had only one hundred pounds, provifion
and clothing. Such of them who could not be provided for as partners,
at the expiration of this time, were allowed from one hundred pounds to
three hundred pounds per annum, with all neceflaries, ull provifion was
made for them. Thofe who alted in the two-fold capacity of clerk and
interpreter, or were {o denominated, had no other expettation than the
payment of wages to the amount of from one thoufand to four thoufand
livres per annum, with clothing and provifions. The guides, who are a

very ufeful {et of men, alted alfo in the additional capacity of interpreters,

de and
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and had a flated quantity of goods, confidered as fufficient for their
wants, their wages being from one to three thoufand livres. The canoe
men are of two delcriptions, foremen and fteerfmen, and middlemen.
The two firft were allowed annually one thoufand two hundred, and the
latter four hundred, livres each. The firft clafs had what is called an
equipment, confifting of two blankets, two fhirts, two pair of trowfers,
two handkerchiefs, fourteen pounds of carrot tobacco, and fome trifling
articles. The latter had ten pounds of tobacco, and all the other arti-
cles: thofe are called North Men, or Winterers; and to the laft clafs of
people were attached upwards of {even hundred Indian women and

children, viétualled at the expence of the company.

This firft clafs of people are hired in Montreal five months before they
fet out, and receive their equipments, and one third of their wages in
advance; and an adequate idea of the labour they undergo may be
formed from the following account of the country through which they

pals, and their manner of proceeding.

The neceflary number of canoes being purchaled, at about three hun-
dred livres each, the goods formed into packages, and the lakes and
rivers free of ice, which they ufually are in the beginning of May, they
are then difpatched from La Chine, eight miles above Montreal, with
eight or ten men in each canoe, and their baggage; and fixty-five pack-
ages of goods, fix hundred weight of bifcuit, two hundred weight of
pork, three bufhels of peafe, for the men’s provifion; two oil cloths to
cover the goods, afail, &c. an axe, a towing-line, a kettle, and a {ponge .
to bail out the water, with a quantity of gum, bark, and watape, to

repair
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repair the veffel. An European on feeing one of thefe {lender veflels thus
laden, heaped up, and funk with her gunwale within fix inches of the
water, would think his fate inevitable in fuch a boat, when he refletted
on the nature of her voyage; but the Canadians are {o expert that few

accidents happen,

Leaving La Chine, they proceed to St. Ann’s, within two miles of
the Weftern extremity of the ifland of Montreal, the lake of the two
mountains being in fight, which may be termed the commencement of
the Utawas River. At the rapid of St. Ann they are obliged to take
out nart, if not the whole of thair lading. It 1s from this {pot that the
Canadians confider they take their departure, as it pofleffes the lafl church

on the ifland, which 15 dedicated to the tutelar {aint of voyagers.

The lake of the two mountains is about twenty miles long, but not
more than three wide, and f{urrounded by cultivated ﬁélds, except the
Seignory belonging to the clergy, though nominally in poffeflion of the two
tribes of Iroquots and Algonquins, whofe village is fituated on a delightful
point of land under the hills, which, by the title of mountains, give a name
to the luke. Near the extremity of the point therr church is built, which
divides the village in two parts, forming a regular angle along the water
fide. On the Eaft 1s the ftation of the Algonquins, and on the Weft,
one of the Iroquois, confifting in all of about five hundred warriors.
Each party has its miffionary, and divine worfhip is performed accord-
ing to the rites of the Roman Catholic religion, 1n their relpeétive lan-
guages in the fame church: and fo affidueus have their paftors been,
that thefe people have been initrutted in reading and writing in their

own
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own language, and are better inftruéted than the Canadian inhabitants of
the country of the lower ranks: but notwithftanding thefe advantages,
and though the eflablifhment is nearly coeval with the colonization of
the country, they do not advance towards a ftate of civilization, but re-
tain their ancient habits, language, and cuftoms, and are becoming every
day more depraved, indigent, and infignificant. The country around
them, though very capable of cultivation, prefents only a few miferable
patches of ground, fown by the women with maize and vegetables.
During the winter feafon, they leave their habitations, and pious paftors,
to follow the chafe, according to the cuftom of their forefathers. Such
is, indeed, the ftate of all the villages near the cultivated parts of Canada.

But we fhall now leave them to proceed on our voyage.

At the end of the lake the water contraéts into the Utawas River,
which, after a courfe of fifteen miles, is interrupted by a fucceflion of
rapids and cafcades for upwards of ten miles, at the foot of which the
Canadian Seignories terminate; and all above them were walte land,
till the conclufion of the American war, when they were furveyed by
order of government, and granted to the officers and men of the eighty-
fourth regiment, when reduced; but principally to the former, and
confequently little inhabited, though very capable of cultivation.

The voyagers are frequently obliged to unload their canoes, and
carry the goods upon their backs, or rather fufpended in flings from
their heads. Each man’s ordinary load is two packages, though fome
carry three. Here the canoe is towed by a flrong line. There are fome

places where the ground will not admit of their carrying the whole;

they
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they then make two trips, that is, leave half their lading, and go and
land it at the diftance required; and then return for that which was
lelt. In this diftance are three carrying-places, the length of which
depends in a great meafure upon the ftate of the water, whether higher
or lower; from the laft of thele the river is about a mile and an half
wide, and has a regular current for about fixty miles, when it ends at
the firlt Porfage de Chaudiere, where the body of water falls twenty-five
feet, over cragged, excavated rocks, in a moft wild, romantic manner.
At a f{mall diftance below, is the river Rideau on the left, falling
over a perpendicular rock, near forty feet high, in one fheet, affuming
the appearance of a curtain; and from which circumftance it derives its
name, To this extent the lands have been {urveyed, as before obferved,
and are very fit for culture. Many loyalilts are fettled upon the river
Rideau, and have, I am told, thriving plantations. Some American
families preferring the Britifh territory, have alfo eftablithed themfelves
along a river on the oppofite fide, where the {oil is excellent. Nor do
I think the period is far diftant, when the lands will become fettled

from this vicinity to Montreal,

Over this portage, which is fix hundred and forty-three paces long, the
canoe and all the lading is carried. The rock is fo fteep and difficult of
accefs, that it requires twelve men to take the canoe out of the water: 1t
1s then carried by fix men, two at each end on the fame fide, and two
under the oppofite gunwale in the middle. From hence to the next is but
a fhort diftance, in which they make two trips over the {econd Portage de
Chaudiere, which is feven hundred paces, to carry the loading alone.
From hence to the next and laft Chaudiere, or Portage des Chenes, is about

fix
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fix miles, with a very firong current, where the goods are carried feven
hundred and forty paces; the canoe being towed up by the line, when
the water 15 not very high. We now enter Lac des Chaudieres, which
is computed to be thirty miles in length. Though it is called a lake,
there is a firong draught downwards, and its breadth is from two to four
miles. At the end of this is the Portage des Chats, over which the canoe
and lading are carried two hundred and fcventy-four pacer; and very dif-
ficult it 1s for the rormer. The river is here barred by a ridge of black
rocks, rifing in pinnacies and covered with wood, which, from the fmall
quantity of foil that nourifhes it, is low and ftinted. The river finds its
way over and through thefe rocks, 10 numerous channels, falling fifteen feet
and upwards. From hence two trips are made through a ferpentine chan-
nel, formed by the rocks, for {everal miles, when the current flackens, and
is accordingly called the Lake des Chats. At the channels of the grand
Calumet, which are computed to be at the diltance of eighteen miles, the
current recovers its {trength, and proceeds to t. e 'ortage Dutort, wiich
is two hundred and forty-five paces long; over which the canoe and
baggage are tranfported. From hence the current becomes more rapid,
and requires two trips to the Décharge des Sables*, where the goods
are carried one hundred and thirty-five paces, and the canoe towed.
Then follows the Mountain Portage, where the canoe and lading
are alfo carried three hundred and eighty-five paces; then to tne
Décharge of the Derigé where the goods are carried two hundred and

fifty paces; and thence to the grand Calumet. This 1s the longefl

* The place where the goods alene are carried, is called a Décharge, and that where goods and canoes
ar= both tranfported, overland, is denominated a Portage.

carrying-
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carrying-place 1n this river, and is about two thoufand and thirty-five
paces. It is a high hill or mountain. From the upper part of this Por-
tage the current 1s fteady, and is only a branch of the Utawas River,
which joins the main channel, that keeps a more Southern courfe, at the
diftance of twelve computed leagues. Six leagues further it forms Lake
Coulonge, which is about four leagues in length: from thence it proceeds
through the channels of the Allumettes to the Portage, where part of the
lading is taken out, and carried three hundred and forty-two paces.
Then fucceeds the Portage des Allumettes, which i1s but twenty-five
paces, over a rock difficult of accefs, and but a very fhort diftance from
Lake Coulonge. From Portage de Chenes to this {pot, is a fine deer-
hunting country, and the land in many parts very fit for cultivation.
From hence the river {preads wide, and 1s full of iflands, with fome cur-
rent for feven leagues, to the beginning of Riviere Creufe, or Deep River,
which runs in the form of a canal, about a mile and an half wide, for
about thirty-fix miles ; bounded upon the North by very high rocks,
with low land on the South, and fandy; it is intercepted again by falls
and catarats, fo that the Portages of the two Joachins almoft join.
The firft is nine hundred and twenty-fix paces, the next feven hundred
and twenty, and both very bad roads. From hence is a fteady current of
nine miles to the River du Moine, where there has generally been a trad-
ing houle ; the ftream then becomes ftrong for four leagues, when a rapid
- {ucceeds, which requires two trips. A little way onward is the Décharge,
and clofe to it, the Portage of the Roche Capitaine, {even hundred and
ninety-feven paces in length. From hence two trips are made through
a narrow channel of the Roche Capitaine, made by an ifland four miles
in length, A firong-current now fucceeds, for ahout fix leagues-to the

e Portage
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Portage of the two rivers, which is about eight hundred and twenty
paccs; from thence it is three leagues to the Décharge of the Trou,
which is three hundred paces. Near adjoiningis the rapid of Levellier;
from whence, including the rapids of Matawoen, where there is no
carrying-place, it is about thirty-fix miles to the forks of the fame name;
in latitude 463. North, and longitude 783, Welt, and is at the computed
diftance of four hundred miles from Montreal. At this place the Petite
Riviere falls into the Utawas. The latter comes in a North-Wefterly
direttion, forming feveral lakes in its courfe. The principal of them is
Lake Temefcamang, where there has always been a trading poft, which
may be {aid to continue, by a fucceflion of rivers and lakes, upwards of
fifty leagues from the Forks, paffing near the waters of the Lake
Abbitiby, in latitude 48%. which is received by the Moofe River, that
empties itfelf into James Bay.

The Petite Riviere takes a South-Weft direétion, is full of rapids and
cataratts to its fource, and is not more than fificen leagues in length, in
the courfe of which are the following interruptions—The Portage of
Plein Champ, three hundred and nineteen paces; the Décharge of the
Rofe, one hundred and forty-five paces; the Décharge of Campion, one
hundred and eighty-four paces; the Portage of the Grofle Roche, one
hundred and fifty paces; the Portage of Parefleux, four hundred and
two paces; the Portage of Priarie, two hundred and eighty-feven paces;
the Portage of La Cave, one hundred paces; Portage of Talon, two
hundred and feventy-five paces; which, for its length, is the worft on
the communication; Portage Pin de Mufique, four hundred and fifty-

hx paces, where many men have been cruthed to death by the

canoes,
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canoes, and others have received irrecoverable injuries. The lafl in this
river is the Turtle Portage, eighty-three paces, on entering the lake of
that name, where, indeed, the river may be (aid to take its fource. From
the firft vafe to the great river, the country has the appearance of having
been over-run by fire, and conlifls in general of huge rocky hills. The
whole diftance which is the height of land, between the waters of the
St. Laurence and the Utawas, is one thoufand five hundred and thirteen
paces to a fmall canal in a plain, that is juft {ufhcient to carry the
loaded canoe about one mile to the next vafe, which is feven hundred
and twenty-five paces. It would be twice this diftance, but the narrow
creek is dammed in the beaver fafhion, to float the canoes to this barrier,
through which they pafs, when the river is juft fufficient to bear them
through a {wamp of two miles to the laft vale, of one thoufand
and twenty-four paces in length. Though the river is increafed in this
part, fome care is neceflary to avoid rocks and ftumps of trees. In about
{ix miles 1s the lake Nepifingui, which is computed to be twelve leagues
long, though the route of the canoes is fomething more: it is about fif-
teen miles wide in the wideft part, and bounded with rocks. Its inha-
bitants confift of the remainder of a numerous converted tribe, called
Nepifinguis of the Algonquin nation. Out of it flows the Riviere des
Francois, over rocks of a confiderable height. In a bay to the Eaft of
this, the road leads over the Portage of the Chaudiere des Frangors, five
hundred and forty-four paces, to ftill water. It muit have acquired the
name of Kettle, from a great number of holes in the folid rock of a
cylindrical form, and not unlike that culinary utenfil. They are obferv-
able in many parts along ftrong bodies of water, and where, at certain
fealons, and diflinét periods, it is well known the water inundates; at

e the
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the bottom of them are generally found a number of {mall ftones and
pebbles. This circumftance juftifies the conclufion, that at fome former
period thefe rocks formed the bed of a branch of the dilcharge of this
lake, although fome of them are upwards of ten feet above the prefent
level of the water at its greateft height. They are, indeed, to be {een in
every lake and river throughout this wide extended country. The
French river is very irregular, both as to its breadth and form, and 1s fo
interlperfed with iflands, that in the whole courfe of it the banks are fel-
dom vifible. Of its various channels, that which is generally followed
by the canoes is obftrutted by the following Portages, viz. des Pins,
fifty-two paces; Feaulfille, thirty-fix paces; Parifienne, one hundred
paces; Recolet, forty-five paces; and the Petite Feaufille, twenty-five
paces. In feveral parts there are guts or channels, where the water
flows with great velocity, which are not more than twice the breadth of
a canoe. The diftance to Lake Huron is eftimated at twenty-five
leagues, which this river enters in the latitude 45- 53. North, that is, at
the point of land three or four miles within the lake. There is hardly
a foot of fail to be feen from one end of the French river to the other,
its banks confifting of hills of entire rock. The coaft of the lake is the
fame, but lower, backed at fome diftance by high lands. The courfe runs
through numerous iflands to the North of Weft to the river Teflalon,
computed to be about fifty leagues from the French river, and which I
found to be in latitude 46. 12. 21. North; and from thence croffing, from
ifland to ifland, the arm of the lake that receives the water of Lake
Superior (which continues the fame courfe), the route changes to the
South of Weft ten leagues to the Detour, paffing the end of the ifland of
St. Jofeph, within fix miles of the former place, On that ifland there

has
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has been a military eftablifhment fince the upper pofts were given up to
the Americans in the year 1794; and is the Weflternmoft military
pofition which we have in this country. It is a place of no trade, and
the greater part, if not the whole of the Indians, come here for no other
purpofe but to receive the prefents which our government annually
allows them. They are from the American territory (except about
thirty families, who are the inhabitants of the lake from the French river,
and of the Algonquin nation) and trade in their peltries, as they ufed
formerly to do at Michilimakinac, but principally with Britith fubjeéts.
The Americans pay them very little attention, and tell them that they
keep pofleflion of their country by right of conqueft: that, as their
brothers, they will be friends with them while they deferve 1t; and that
their traders will bring them every kind of goods they require, which

they may procure by their indultry.

Our commanders treat them in a very different manner, and, under the
charatter of the reprefentatives of their father; (which parental title the
natives give to his prefent Majefty, the common father of all his people)
prefent them with fuch things as the atual ftate of their ftores will

allow.

How far this condu®, if continued, may, at a future exigency, keep
thefe people in our intereft, if they are even worthy of it, is not an objett
of my prefent confideration: at the fame time, I cannot avoid expref-
fing my perfett conviftion, that it would not be of the leaft advantage
to our prefent or future commerce in that country, or to the people

themfelves; as it only tends to keep many of them in a flate of idlenefs -
| about
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about our military eftablilhments. The ammunition which they receive
is employed to kill game, in order to procure rum in return, though their
families may be in a ftarving condition . hence it is, that, in confequence
of flothful and diffolute lives, their numbers are in a very perceptible

ftate of diminutton.

From the Detour to the ifland of Michilimakinac, at the confluence of
the Lakes Huron and Michigan, in latitude 45. 54. North is about forty-
miles. To keep the dire€t courfe to Lake Superior, the north fhore
from the river Teflalon fhould be followed ; croffing to the North-Wett
end of St. Jofeph, and pafling between it and the adjacént i{lands, which
makes a diftance of fifty miles to the fall of St. Mary, at the foot of
which, upon the South fhore, there is a village, formerly a place of great
refort for the inhabitants of Lake Superior, and confequently of confi-
derable trade: it is now, however, dwindled to nbthing, and reduced
to about thirty families, of the Algonquin nation, who are one half of
the year ftarving, and the other half intoxicated, and ten or twelve Ca-
nadians, who have been in the Indian country from an early period of
life, and intermarried with the natives who have brought them families.
Their inducement to fetle there, was the great quantity of white fith
that are to be taken in and about the falls, with very little trouble, par-
ticularly 1n the autumn, when that fith leaves the lakes, and comes to
the running and fhallow waters to {pawn. Thefe, when falt can be pro-
cured, are pickled juft as the froft fets in, and prove very good food with
potatoes, which they have of late cultivated with fuccefs. The natives
live chiefly on this fifh, which they hang up by the tails, and preferve
throughout the winter, or at leaft as long as they laft; for whatever

quantity
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quantity they may have taken, it is never known that their ccconomy
is fuch as to make them laft through the winter, which renders their
fituation very diftrefling ; for if they had ativity fufficient to purfue the
labours of the chale, the woods are become fo barren of game as to
afford them no great profpeét of relief. In the fpring of the year they,
and the other inhabitants, make a quantity of fugar from the maple tree,
which they exchange with the traders for neceflary articles, or carry it
to Michilimakinac, where they expeét a better price. One of thele
traders was agent for the North-Weft Company, receiving, ftoring, and
forwarding fuch articles as come by the way of the lakes upon their
veflels: for it is to be obferved, that a quantity of their goods are {fent
by that route from Montreal in boats to Kingfton, at the entrance of
Lake Ontario, and from thence in veflels to Niagara, then over land ten
miles to a water communication, by boats, to Lake Erie, where they
are again received into vellels, and carried over that lake up the river
Detroit, through the lake and river Sinclair to Lake Huron, and from
thence to the Falls of St. Mary’s, when they are again landed and carried
for a mile above the falls, and fhipped over Lake Superior to the Grande
Portage; This is found to be a lefs expenfive method than by canoes,
but attended with more rifk, and requiring more time, than one f{hort
feafon of this country will admit; for the goods are always fent from
Montreal the preceding fall ; and befides, the company get the whole
of iheir provifions from Detroit, as flour and Indian corn; as aifo
confiderable fupplies from Michilimakinac of maple fugar, tallow,
gum, &c. &c.

For the purpofe of conveying all thefe things, they have two veflels
upon
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upon the Lakes Erie and Huron, and one on Lake Superior, of from fifey
to feventy tons burthen. This being, therefore, the depot for tranfports,
the Montreal canoes, on their arrival, were forwarded over Lake Superior,
with only five men in each; the others were fent to Michilimakinac
for additional canoes, which were required to profecute the trade, apd
then take a lading there, or at St. Mary’s, and follow the others. At
length they all arrive at the Grande Portage, which is one hundred and
fixty leagues from St. Mary’s, and fituated on a pleafant bay on the North
fide of the lake, in latitude 48. North and longitude go. Wetft from Green-

wich, where the compafs has not above five degrees Eaft variation.

At the entrance of the bay is an ifland which fcreens the harbour from
every wind except the South. The fhallownefs of the water, however,
renders it neceflary for the veflel to anchor near a mile from the fhore,
where there is not more than fourteen fect water. This lake juftifies the
name that has been given to it: the Falls of St. Mary, which is its
Northern extremity, being in latitude 46. 31. North, and in longitude
84 Weft, where there is no variation of the compafs whatever, while its
Southern extremity, at the River St. Louis, is in latitude 46. 45. North,
and longitude g2. 10. Welt: its greateft breadth is one hundred and
twenty miles, and its circumference, including its various bays, is not lefs
than one thoufand two hundred miles. Along its North fhore is the fafeft
navigation, as it is a continued mountainous embankment of rock, from
three hundred to one thoufand five hundred feet in height. There are
numerous coves and {andy bays to land, which are frequently fheliered
by iflands from the fwell of the lake. This is particularly the cafe at

the diftance of one hundred miles to the Eaftward of the Grande Portage,
and 1s called the Pays Plat,

Thic
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This feems to have been caufed by fome convulfion of nature, for
many of the iflands difplay a compolfition of lava, intermixed with
round ftones of the fize of a pigeon’s egg. The [urrounding rock is
generally hard, and of a dark blue-grey, though it frequently has the
appearance of iron and copper. The South fide of the lake, from Point
Shagoimigo Eaft, is almoft a continual ftraight line of fandy beach, in-
terfperfed with rocky precipices of lime-flones, {fometimes rifing to an
hundred feet in height, without a bay. The embankments from that
point Weftward are, in general, of firong clay, mixed with {ftones, which
renders the navigation irkfome and dangerous. On the fame fide,
at the River Tonnagan, is found a quantity of virgin copper. The
Americans, foon after they got pofleflion of that country, fent an en-
gineer thither; and I fhould not be furprifed to hear of their employing
people to work the mine. Indeed, it might be well worthy the attention
of the Britifh fubjefts to work the mines on the North coaft, though
they are not fuppofed to be fo rich as thofe on the South.

Lake Superior 1s the largeft and moft magnificent body of frefh water
in the world: it is clear and pellucid, of great depth, and abounding 1n
a great variety of fith, which are the moft excellent of their kind. Therc
are trouts of three kinds, weighiung from five to fifty pounds, fturgeon,
pickerel, pike, red and white carp, black bafs, herrings, &c. &c. and the
laft and beft of all, the Ticamang, or white fith, which weighs from

four to fixteen pounds, and is of a fuperior quality in thefe waters,

This lake may be denominated the grand refervoir of the River

St. Laurence, as no confiderable rivers difcharge themlelves into it.

f The
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The principal ones are, the St. Louis, the Nipigon, the Pic, and the
Michipicoten. Indeed, the extent of country from which any of them
flow, or take their courfe, in any direétion, cannot admit of it, in confe-
quence of the ridge of land that feparates them from the rivers that
empty themfelves into Hudfon’s-Bay, the gulph of Mexico, and the
waters that fall in Lake Michegan, which afterwards become a part of

the St. Laurence.

This vaft colle@ion of water is often covered with fog, particularly
when the wind is from the Eaft, which, 'driving againft the high barren
rocks on the North and Weft fhore, diffolves in torrents of rain. It
is very generally faid, that the florms on this lake are denoted by a {well
on the preceding day ; but this circumftance did not appear from my
obfervation to be a regular phenomenon, as the {wells more frequently
{ubfided without any {ubfequent wind.

Along the furrounding rocks of this immenfe lake, evident marks
appear of the decreafe of its water, by the lines obfervable along them.
The {pace, however, between the higheft and the loweft, is not fo great
as in the fmaller lakes, as it does not amount to more than fix feet, the

former being very faint.

The inhabitants that are found along the coaft of this water, are all of

the Algonquin nation, the whole of which do not exceed 150 families.*

* In the year 1668, when the firft miffionaries vifited the South of this lake, they found the
countrv full of inhabitants. They relate, that, about this time a band of the Nepifingues, who were
converted, emigrated to the Nipigon country, which is to the North of Lake Superior., Few of their

defcendants are now remaining, and not a trace of the religion communicated to them is to be
difcovered.

~

Thefe .
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Thefe people live chiefly on fith; indeed, from what has been faid

of the country, it cannot be expefted to abound in animals, as it 1s
totally deflitute of that fhelter, which is fo neceffary to them. The
rocks appear to have been over-run by fire, and the ftinted timber,
which once grew there, is frequently feen lying along the furface of
them: but it is pot ealy to be reconciled, that any thing fhould
grow where there is {o little appearance of {foil. Between the fallen
trees there are briars, with hurtleberry and gooleberry bufhes, raflp-
berries, &c. which invite the bears in greater or leffer numbers, as
they are a favourite food of that animal: beyond thele rocky banks
are found a few moofe and fallow deer. The waters alone are abun-

dantly inhabited.

\

A very curious phenomenon was obferved fome years ago at the Grande
Portage, for which no obvious caufe could be afligned. The water
withdrew with great precipitation, leaving the ground dry that had
never before been vifible, the fall being equal to four perpendicular feet,
and rufhing back with great velocity above the common mark. It con-
tinued thus falling and rifing for feveral hours, gradually decreafing
till it ftopped at its ufual height. There is frequently an irregular
influx and deflux, which does not exceed ten inches, and is attributed

to the wind.

The bottom of the bay, which forms an amphitheatre, is clear and
inclofed ; and on the left corner of it, beneath an hill, three or four
hundred feet in height, and crowned by others of a ftiil greater altitude,

fo ) 18
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15 the fort, picketed in with cedar pallifadoes, and inclofing houfes built
with wood and covered with fhingles. They are calculated for every
convenience of trade, as well as to accommodate the propriétors and
clerks during their fhort refidence there. The North men live under
tents : but the more frugal pork-eater lodges beneath his canoe. The {oil
immediately bordering on the lake has not proved very propitious, as
nothing but potatoes have been found to anfwer the trouble of cultiva-
tion. This circumitance 1s probably owing to the cold damp fogs of the
lake, and the moifture of the ground from the {prings that iffue from
beneath the hills. There are meadows in the vicinity that yield abun-
dance of hay for the cattle; but, as to agriculture, it has not hitherto
been an objett of ferious confideration.

I fhall now leave thefe geographical notices, to give fome further
account of the people from Montreal. —When they are arrived at the
Grande Portage, which is near nine miles over, each of them has
to carry eight packages of fuch goods and provifions as are necefary for
tue interior country. This is a labour which cattle cannot conveniently
perform in fummer, as both horfes and oxen were tried by the company
without fuccefs. They are only ufeful for light, bulky articles; or for
tranfporting upon fledges, during the winter, whatever goods may remain
there, efpecially provifion, of which it is ufual to have a year’s ftock on

hand.

Having finifhed this toilfome part of their duty, if more goods are ne-
ceflary to be tranfported, they are allowed a Spanifh dollar for each

package:
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package: and fo inured are they to this kind of labour, that I have
known fome of them fet off with two packages of ninety pounds each,
and return with two others of the fame weight, in the courfe of fix hours,
being a diftance of eighteen miles over hills and mountains. This
neceflary part of the bufinels being over, if the feafon be early they
have fome refpite, but this depends upon the time the North men begin
to arrive from their winter quarters, which they commonly do early in
July. At this period, it is neceflary to feleét from the pork-eaters, a
number of men, among whom are the recruits, or winterers, fufficient
to man the North canoes neceffary to carry, to the river of the rainy
lake, the goods and provifion requifite for the Athabalca country; as the
people of that country, (owing to the fhortnefs of the feafon and length
of the road, can come no further), are equipped there, and exchange
ladings with the people of whom we are fpeaking, and both return
from whence they came. This voyage 1s performed in the courfe

of a month, and they are allowed proportionable wages for their
{ervices.

The north men being arrived at the Grande Portage, are regaled
with bread, pork, butter, liquor, and tobacco, and {uch as have not en-
tered into agreements during the winter, which is cuftomary, are con-
trafted with, to return and perform the voyage for one, two, or three
years : their accounts are allo {ettled, and fuch as choole to fend any of
their earnings to Canada, receive drafts to tran{mit to their relations or
friends: and as foon as they can be got ready, which requires no more
than a fortnight, they are again difpatched to their refpetive depart-

ments,
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ments. It is, indeed, very creditable to them as fervants, that though
they are fometimes affembled to the number of twelve hundred t.nen, in-
dulging themfelves in the free ufe of liquor, and quarrelling with each
other, they always fhew the greateft refpet to their employers, who
are comparatively but few in number, and beyond the aid of any legal
power to enforce due obedience. In fhort, a degree of {ubordination
can only be maintained by the good opinion thefe men entertain of their
employers, which has been uniformly the cale, fince the trade has been

formed and condutted on a regular fyftem.

The people being difpatched to their refpetive winter quarters,
the agents from Montreal, affifted by their clerks, prepare to return
there, by getting the furs acrofs the portage, and re-making them
into packages of one hundred pounds weight each, to fend them to
Montreal ; where they commonly arrive about the month of Sep-

tember.

The mode of living at the Grande Portage, is as follows: The pro-
prietors, clerks, guides, and interpreters, mefs together, to the number
of fometimes an hundred, at feveral tables, in one large hall, the pro-
vifion conlifting of bread, falt pork, beef, hams, fifh, and venifon, but-
ter, peas, Indian corn, potatoes, tea, {pirits, wine, &c. and plenty of
milk, for which“purpofe feveral milch cows are conflantly kept. The
mechanics have rations of fuch provifion, but the canoe-men, both from
the North and Montreal, have no other allowance here, or in the voyage,

than Indian corn and melted fat. The corn for this purpofe is pre-

pared
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pared before it leaves Detroit, by boiling it in a ftrong alkali, which
takes off the outer hufk; it 1s then well wafhed, and carefully dried upon
ftages, when 1t 1s fit for ufe. One quart of this 1s boiled for two hours, over
a modcrate fire, in a gallon of water; to which, when it has boiled a
{mall time, are added two ounces of melted fuet; this caufes the corn
to {plit, and in the time mentioned makes a pretty thick pudding. 1f to
this 1s added a little falt, (but not before it 1s boiled, as it would 1inter-
rupt the operation), it makes an wholefome, palatable food, and eafy of
digeftion.  This quantity is fully fufficient for a man’s fubfiftence
during twenty-four hours; though it is not f{ufficiently heartening to
fuftain the firength neceflary for a ftate of adtive labour. The Ame-

ricans call this difh hominee®.

The trade from the Grande Portage, is, in fome particulars, carried on
in a different manner with that from Montreal. The canoes ufed in
the latter tranfport are now too large for the former, and {fome of about
half the fize are procured from the natives, and are navigated by four,
five, or [ix ‘nen, according to the diftance which they have togo. They
carry a lading of about thirtv-five packages, on an average; of thele
twenty-tl.ree are for the purpoic of trade, and the reft are employed for
provifions, ftores, and Taggage. In each of thele canoes are a foreman
and ftcerlinan; the one to be always on the look out, and dirett the
paffage of the veflel, and the other to attend the helm. They alfo carry

her, whenever that office 15 neceflary. The foreman has the command,

* Corn is the cheapeft provifion that can be procured, though from the expence of tranfport,
the bufhel cofts about twenty fhillings fterling, at the Grande Portage. A man’s duily allowance

does not exceed ten-pence,

and
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and the middle-men obey both; the lattcr earn only two-thirds of the

wages which are paid the two former. Independent of thefe 2 conduétor
or pilot is appointed to every four or fix of thefe canoes, whom they
are all obliged to obey; and is, or at leaft is intended to be, a perfon

of fuperior experience, for which he s proportionably paid.

In thefe canoes, thus loaded, they embark at the North fide of the
portage, on the river Au Tourt, which 15 very inconfiderable; and
after about two miles of a Weflerly courfe, is obftruéted by the Par-
tridge Portage, fix hundred paces long. In the {pring this makes a con-
fiderable fall, when the water is high, over a perpendicular rock of one
hundred and twenty feet. From thence the river continues to be fhal-
low, and requires great care to prevent the bottom of the canoe from
being injured by fharp rocks, for a diftance of three miles and an half to
the Priarie, or Meadow, when half the lading is taken out, and carried
by part of the crew, while two of them are conduéting the canoe among
the rocks, with the remainder, to the Carreboeuf Portage, three miles
and an half more, when they unload and come back two miles, and
embark what was left for the other hands to carry, which they allo
land with the former; all of which is carried {ix hundred and eighty
paces, and the canoe led up againft the rapid. From hence the water is
better calculated to carry canoes, and leads by a winding courfe to the
North of Weft three miles to the Outard Portage, over which the canoe,
and every thing in her, 1s carried for two thoufund four hundred paces.
At the further end is a very high hill to defcend, over which hangs a
rock upwards of feven hundred feet high. Then fucceeds the Outard
Lake, about fix miles long, lying in a North-Weft courle, and about two

miles
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miles wide in the broadelt part.  After pafling a very fmall rivulet, they
come to the Elk Portage, over which the canoe and lading are again car-
ried one thoufand one hundred and twenty paces ; when they enter the lake
of the fame name, which is an hand{ome piece of water, running North-Wel!
about four miles, and not more than one mile and an haif wide”™. Ty
then land at the Portage de Cerife, over which, and in the face of a con-
fiderable hill, the canoe and cargo are again tranfported for one thou-
fand and fifty paces. This is only feparated from the fecond Portage
de Cerife, by a mud-pond (where there is plenty ol water lilics), of a
quarter of a mile in length ; and this is again {eparated by a fimilar pond,
from the laft Portage de Cerile, which 1s four hundred and ten paces.
Here the fame operation is to be performed for three hundred and eighty
paces. They next enter on the Mountain Lake, running North-Weft
by Weft fix miles long, and about two miles in its greateft breadth, In
the centre of this lake, and to the right is the Old Road, by which I
never pafled; but an adequate notion may be formed of it from the
road I am going to defcribe, and which is univerfally preferred. This is
firft, the {mall new portage over which every thing is carried for fix
hundred and twenty-fix paces, over hills and gullies; the whole is then
embarked on a narrow line of water, that meanders South-Weft about two
miles and an half. It is neceflary to unload here, for the length of the
canoe, and then proceed Weft half a mile, to the new Grande Portage,
which 1s three thoufand one hundred paces i length, and over very rough
ground, which requires the utmoft exertions of the men, and frequently

lames them: from hence they approach the Rofe Lake, the portage of

» . ) . . . .
Here is a moft excellin: hfhery for white fifh, which e exquilites

i) that
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that name being oppofite to the junflion of the road from the Mountain
Lake. They then embark on the Rofe Lake, about one mile from the
Eaft end of it, and fteer Weft by South, in an oblique courfe, acrofs it
two miles; then Welt-North-Welft pafling the Petite Perche to the Mar-
ten Portage three miles. In this part of the lake the bottom is mud and
{lime, with about three or four feet of water over it; and here I fre-
quently firuck a canoe pole of twelve feet long, without meeting any other
obftru@ion than if the whole were water: it has, however, a peculiar fuc-
tion or attra&ive power, fo that it is difficult to paddle a canoe over it.
There is a fmall {pace along the South fhore, where the water is deep,
and this effe@ is not felt. In proportion to the diftance from this part,
the fuftion becomes more powerful: I have, indeed been told that
loaded canoes have been in danger of being fwallowed up, and have only
owed their prefervation to other canoes, which were lighter. I have,
myfelf, found it very difficult to get away from this attraltive power, with
fix men, and great exertion, though they did not appear to be in any
danger of finking.

Over againft thisis a very high, rocky ridge, on the South fide, called
Marten Portage, which is but twenty paces long, and {eparated from the
Perche Portage, which is four hundred and eighty paces, by a mud-pond,
covered with white hllies. From hence the courfe is on the lake of the
fame name, Weft-South-Wett three miles to the height of land, where
the waters of the Dove or Pigeon River terminate, and which is one of the
fources of the great St. Laurence in this direttion. Having carried

the canoe and lading over it, fix hundred and feventy-nine paces, they

embark
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embark on the lake of Hauteur de Terre¥, which is in the fbape of an
horfe-thoe. It is entered near the curve, and left at the extremity of
the Weftern limb, through a very fhallow channel, where the canoce
paffes half loaded for thirty paces with the current, which leads through
the fucceeding lakes and rivers, and difembogues itlelf, by the river
Nellon, into Hudfon’s-Bay. The firlt of thefe is Lac de pierres a fufil,
running Weft-South-Weft feven miles long, and two wide, and, making
an angle at North-Weft one mile more, becomes a river for half a mile,
tumbling over a rock, and forming a fall and portage, called the Efcalier,
of ﬁfty-ﬁve\ paces; but from hence it is neither lake or river, but pof-
feffes the chara&er of both, and ends between large rocks, which caufe
a current or rapid, falling into a lake-pond for about two miles and an
half, Weft-North-Weft, to the portage of the Chevaldu Bois. Here the
canoe and contents are carried three hundred and eighty paces, between
rocks; and within a quarter of a mile i1s the Portage des Gros Pins,
which is {ix hundred and forty paces overan high ridge. The oppofite
fide of it is wafhed by a [mall lake three miles round; and the courfe is
through the Eaft end or fide of it, three quarters of a mile North-Eaft,
where there is a rapid. An irregular, meandering channel, between
rocky banks, then fucceeds, for feven miles and an half, to the Maraboeuf
Lake, which extends North four miles, and 1s three quarters of a mile
wide, terminating by a rapid and décharge, of one hundred and eighty
paces, the rock of Saginaga being in fight, which caules a fall of about

[even feet, and a portage of fifty-five paces.

* The route which we have been travelling hitherto, leads along the high rocky land or bunk of
Lake Superior on the left. The face of the country offersa wild fcene of huec hills and rocks, leparated
by ftony vallies, lakes, and ponds. W herever there is the lealt foil, it 1 well covered with trees.

g2 Lake
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Lake Saginaga takes its names from its numerous Iflands. Its greateft
length from Eaft to Weft is about fourteen miles, with very irregular
inlets, is no where more than three miles wide, and terminates at the {mall
portage of La Roche, of forty-three paces. From thence is a rocky,
ftony paffage of one mile, to Priarie Portage, which is very improperly
named, as there is no ground about it that anfwers to that defcrip-
tion, except a fmall fpot at the embarking place at the Welt end:
to the Eaft is an entire bog; and it 1s with great difhiculty that the
lading can be landed upon ftages, formed by driving piles into the mud,
and fpreading branches of trees over them. The portage rifes on a ftony
ridge, over which the canoe and cargo muft be carried for fix hundred
and eleven paces. This is fucceeded by an embarkation on a {mall
bay, where the bottom is the fame as has been defcribed in the Well end
of Rofe Lake, and it is with great difficulty that a laden canoe is worked
over it, but it does not comprehend more than a diftance of two hundred
vards. From hence the progrefs continues through irregular channels,
bounded by rocks, in a Wefterly courle for about five miles, to the little
Portage des Couteaux, of one hundred and fixty-five paces, and the
Lac des Couteaux, running about South-Weft by Weft twelve miles,
and from a quarter to two miles wide. A deep bay runs Eaft three
miles from the Weft end, where it is difcharged by a rapid river, and
after running two miles Wefl, it again becomes ftill water. In this river
are two carrying-places, the one fifteen, and the other one hundred
and ninety paces. From this to the Portage des Carpes is one mile North-
Weft, leaving a narrow lake on the Eaft that runs parallel with the
Lake des Couteaux, half its length, where there is a carrying-place, which
1s ufed when the water in the river laft mentioned is too low. The

Portage
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Portage des Carpes is three hundred and ninety paces, from whence the
water {preads irregularly between rocks, five miles North-Weft and
South-Eaft to the portage of Lac Bois Blanc, which is one hundred and
eighty paces. Then follows the lake of that name, but I think impro-
perly {o called, as the natives name it the Lake Palcau Minac

Sagaigan, or Dry Berries.

Before the fmall pox ravaged this country, and completed, what the
Nodowafis, in their warfare, had gone far to accomplifh, the deftruc-
tion of its inhabitants, the population was very numerous: this was allo
a favourite part, where they made their canoes, &c. the lake abounding
in fifh, the country round it being plentifully fupplied with various kinds
of game, and the rocky ridges, that form the boundaries of the water,

covered with a variety of berries.

When the French were in pofleflion of this country, they had fevera:
trading eftablifhments on the iflands and banks of this lake. Since that
period, the few people remaining, who were of the Algonquin nation,
could hardly find fubfiftence; game having become fo fcarce, that they
depended principally for food upon fifh, and wild rice which grows
{pontaneoufly in thefe parts.

This lake is irregular in its form, and its utmoft extent from Eaft to
Wett is fifteen miles; a point of land, called Point au Pin, jutting into it
divides it in two parts: it tien makes a fecond angle at the Weft end, to
the lefler Portage de Bots Blanc, two hundred paces in length. This chan-
nel is not wide, and is intercepted by feveral rapids in the courfe of a

mile ;
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mile: it runs Weft-North-Weft to the Portage des Pins, over which the
canoe and lading is again carried four hundred paces. From hence
the channel is alfo intercepted by very dangerous rapids for two miles
Weflerly, to the point of Portage du Bois, which is two hundred and
eighty paces. Then fucceeds the portage of Lake Croche one mile
more, where the carrying-place is eighty paces, and is followed by an
embarkation on that lake, which takes its name from its figure. It ex-
tends eighteen miles, in a meandering form, and in a wefterly diretion;
it is in general very narrow, and at about two-thirds of its length be-

comes very contratted, with a ftrong current.

Within three miles of the laft Portage is a remarkable rock, with
a fmooth face, but fplit and cracked in different parts, which hang
over the water. Into one of its horizontal chalms a great number of
arrows have been fhot, which is faid to have been done by a war party
of the Nadowafis or Sieux, who had done much mifchief in this
country, and left thele weapons as a warning to the Chebois or natives,
that, notwithftanding its lakes, rivers, and rocks, it was not inacceflible

to their enemies.

Lake Croche is terminated by the Portage de Rideau, four hundred
paces long, and derives its name from the appearance of the water, falling
over arockofupwards of thirty feet. Several rapids fucceed, with intervals
of {lill water, for about three miles to the Flacon portage, which is very
difhicult, is four hundred paces long, and leads to the Lake of La Croix,
fo named from its fhape. It runs about North-Weft eighteen miles to the
Beaver Dam, and then finks into a deep bay nearly Eaft. The courle to

the
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the Portage is Welt by North for fixteen miles more {rom the Beaver
Dam, and into the Eaft bay is a road which was frequented by the
French, and followed through lakes and rivers until they came to Lake
Superior by the river Caminiftiquia, thirty miles Eaft of the Grand

Portage,

Portage la Croix is fix hundred paces long: to the next portage is a
quarter of a mile, and its length is forty paces; the river winding four
miles to Vermillion Lake, which runs {ix or {even miles North-North-
Weft, and by a narrow ftrait communicates with Lake Namaycan, which
takes its name from a particular place at the foot of a fall, where the
natives {pear fturgeon: Its courfe is about North-North-Weft and South-
South-Eaft, with a bay running Eaft, that gives it the form of a triangle :
its length 1is about fixteen miles to the Nouvelle Portage. The difcharge
of the lake is from a bay on the left, and the portage one hundred and
eighty paces, to which {ucceeds a very {mall river, from whence there
is but a fhort diftance to the next Nouvelle Portage, three hundred and
twenty paces long. Itis then neceflary to embark on a fwaxp, or over-
flowed country, where wild rice grows in great abundance. There is a
channel or {mall river in the centre of this {wamp, which is kept with
difficulty, and runs South and North one mile and a half, with deepening
water. The courfe continues North-North-Weft one mile to the Chau-
diere Portage, which is caufed by the dilcharge of the waters running
on the left of the road from Lake Naymaycan, which ufed to be the
common route, but that which I have delcribed is the fafelt as well as
fhorteft. From hence there is fome current though the water is wide
fpread, and its courfe about North by Weft three miles and an half to

the



tvi A GENERAL HISTORY

the Lac de la Pluie, which lies nearly Eaft and Weft; from thence
about fifteen miles is a narrow ftrait that divides the land into two un-
equal parts, from whence to its difcharge is a diftance of twent