
TREATY 

BETWEEN 

HER MAJESTY 

.AND 

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 

Signed at Washington, August 9, 1842. 

[Ratifications exchanged at London, October 13, 1842.J 

A TRE.ATy' to s~ttle ~nd define the boundaries between the Possessions of Her 
Bntanmck MaJesty 'In North America, and the Territories of the United States :­
for th~ f!nal supp:~ssion of the African Slave Trade.:-and for the giving up 
of Onmwals, fug~tLVe from Justice, in certain cases. 

WHEREAS certain portions of the Line of Boundary between the British 
Dominions in North America and the United States of America, described in the 
Second Article of the Treaty of Peace of 178:j, have not yet been ascertained 
and determined, notwithstanding the repeated attempts which have been heretofore 
made for that purpose; and whereas it is now thought to be for the interest of both 
Parties that, avoiding. further discussion of their respective rights, arising in this 
respect under the smd Treaty, they should agree on a Conventional Line in said 
portions of the said Boundary, such as may be convenient to both Parties, with 
such equivalents and compensations as are deemed just and reasonable :-And 
whereas, by the Treaty concluded at Ghent on the 24th day of December, 1814, 
between His Britannick Majesty mid the United States, an Article was agreed to 
and inserted, of the following tenor, viz.: "Art. X. Whereas the Traffick in Slaves 
"is irreconcileable with the prineiples of humanity and justice; and whereas both 
"llis Majesty and the United States are desirous of continuing their efforts to 
"promote its entire abolition; it is hereby agreed, that both the Contracting 
"Parties shall use their best endeavours to accomplish so desirable an object: "-. 
and whereas, notwithstanding the laws which have at various times been passed by 
the two Governments, and the efforts. made to suppress it, that criminal traffick is 
still prosecuted and carried on; and whereas Her Majesty the Queen of the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, and the United States of America, 
are determined that, so far as may be in their power, it shall be effectually 
abolished :-And whereas it is found expedient for the better administration of 
justice, and the pre.vention of crime within ~h~ territorie~ and juri~diction of the 
two Parties, respectIvely, that persons commIttmg the cnmes herem after enume­
rated, and being fugitives from justice, should, under certain circumstances, be 
reciprocally delivered up :-Her Britannick Majesty, ~nd the United States of 
America, having resolved to treat on these several subjects, have for that purpose 
appointed their respective Plenipotentiaries to :r;tegoti~~e and concl~de a Tr~a~y, that 
is to say: Her Majesty the Queen of the Ulllted Kmgdom of Great Bntam and 
Ireland has, on Her part, appointed the Right Honourable Al~xander Lord Ashburton, 
a Peer of the said United Kingdom; a Member of Ber MaJesty's Most Honourable 
Privy Oouncil, and Her Majesty's Minister rlenipotentiary on a. Special Mis~ion to ~he 
United States; and the President of the Umted States has, ~n his part, furnIshed wIth 
Full Powers Daniel Webster, Secretary of State of the Ulllted States; who, after a 
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£ the' IT resT'\ectI've Full Powers, have agreed to and signed reciprocal communication a 1.1 

the following Articles :-

ARTICLE 1. 

It is hereby agreed and declared, that the Line of Bou~dary shall ~e as 
follows :-Beginning at the monument a~ t?e source of the ~lver St .. CrOIx, as 
designated and agreed to by the CommIsSIOners under the FIfth Art!cle of the 
Treaty of 1794, between the Governments of Great Britain and the UnIted States; 
thence north, following the exploring line run and marked. by the. Surveyors of the 
two Governments in the years 1817 and 1818, under the FIfth ArtICle ~f the Treaty 
of Ghent to its intersection with the River St. John, and to the mIddle of the 
channel thereof; thence up the middle of the main channel. of the said River 
St. John to ,the mouth of the River St. Francis; thence up the mIddle of the channel 
of the said River St. Francis, and of the lakes through which it Hows, to the outlet 
of the Lake Pohenagamook; thence south-westerly, in a straight line, to a point on 
the north-west branch of the River St. John, which point shan be ten miles distant 
from the main branch of the St. John, in a straight line and in the nearest 
direction; but if the said point shall be found to be less than seven miles from the 
nearest point of the summit or crest of the highlands that divide those rivers which 
empty themselves into the River St. Lawrence from those which fall into the River 
St. John, then the said point shall be made to recede down the said north-west 
branch of the River 8t. John, to a point seven miles in a straight line from the said 
!=lummit or crest; thence in a straight line, in a course about south, eight degrees 
west, to the point where the parallel of latitude of 46° 25' north, intersects th~ 
south-west branch of the St. John's; thence southerly by the said branch, to 
the source thereof in the highlands at the Metjarmette Portage; thence down 
along the said highlands which divide the waters which empty themselves· into 
the River St. Lawrence from those which fall into the Atlantic Ocean. to the. head 
of Hall's Stream; thence down the middle of said stream, till the line thus run 
inter~ects the old Line of Boundary surveyed and marked by Valentine and Collin~ 
preVIously to the year 1774 as the 45th degree of north latitude, and which has 
been known and understood to be the line of actual division between the States of 
New York and Vermont on one side, and the British Province of Canada on the 
other; and from the said point of intersection west along the said dividing line 
as heretofore known and understood, to the Iroquois, or St. Lawrence River. ' 

ARTICLE IL 

. ~t is mor~over agreed, that from the place where the joint Commissioners 
term~ate.d theIr labo~rs under the Sixth Article of the Treaty of Ghent, to wit,at 
a pomt m t~e Neebish Channel, near Muddy Lake, the Line shall run into and 
a~o~~ the shIp channel between St. Joseph's and St. Tammanv Islands to the 
diVISIOn of the channel at or near the head of St. Joseph's Island; thence'turnin 
eastwardly. and n0rt:hwardlyaround the lower end of St. George's or Su ar Islanl 
and followmg the mIddle of the channel which divides St. George's fro £ J h" 
Island.; thence up the east Neebish Channel nearest to St. George's I~and th~~~ h 
the mIddle of Lake George; thence west of Jonas'Island ]' t St Ma ,'R' g 

. t' th 'ddl h' no. ry SIver to a porn m e IDl e of t at rIver about one mile above St Ge ' S'; 
Islan~, so as to ~ppropriate and assign the said Island to the Unitedrl~: 0: h uga~ 
adoptmg the line traced on the maps by the Commis . th es, t ence 
St. Mary and Lake Superior, to a point north of TIe sR:;~~~ i:o:~~ \hk R~ver 
hundred yards to the north and east of TIe Chapeau h' h la . a~, one 
lies n~~ the north:mstern point of TIe Royale wher: ~h li st-mentikonded Island 
CODlIDlsslOners termmates' and u th I' . e ~e mar e by the 
through the middle of the' sound be~:een De R!";i:t~O~t~h pomt h sou~h - weRte!ly 
land, to the mouth of Pigeon River and up the said . n to e :~t~ -western mam':' 
and south Fowl Lakes, to the lakes' of the height of ~e~ b an t rough the north 
and the Lake of the Woods; thence alo th n etwee~. ~ke Superior 
Saisaginaga and thrau h that 1ak . th ng e water-commumcation to· Lake' 
Bois Blanc, Lac la ero1x, Little Ve~miJi~C: ~~n~n~hrL:r ~1ypres.s ,Lake, Lac dd 
'the several smaller lakes straits or strea '.. e .amecan, and through 
to that. point in Lac la PIuie, or 'Rainy Lakm: :~ece Chatmg d~~ la!esnshere mentioned, 

, u lere.ra , from which-the 
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~C::~i:l~hner8 triced the li~e t? the most north-western point of the Lake of the 
latitud~ 49~n~3' ~5~fg th~ saId ~me to ~he sai~o mo~t I~?rth-western point, being in 
at Gr '. nort , an.d m 10n~It~de 9D l~ 38 west from the observatory 

. th ~hnw4: h thence, accordmg to eXlstmg TreatIes, due south to its intersection 
WI . e t p.arallel of north latitude, and along that parallel to the Rocky 
Mountams. It bem~ understood that all the water-communications, and all the usual 
~ortages along the Ime from Lake Superi?r to the La~e of t~e vV oods, and also Grand 

ortage from the shore of Lake Supenor to the PIgeon RIver, as now actually used 
-shall be free and open to the use of the subjects and citizens of both countries. 

ARTIOLE III. 

In order to pr?mote the interests and encourage the industry of all the inhabi­
t~~ts of. th: countneswatered by the River St .. J ohn and its tributaries, whether 
hvmg wIthm the Province of New Brunswick or the State of Maine it is aareed that 
wher~, by the provisions of the present Treaty, the River St. John' is decl:red to be 
the ~me of Bound~ry, the navigation of the said river shall be free and open to both 
PartIes, .and shall m no way be obstructed by either; that all the produce of the 
forest, m logs, lumber, timber, boards, staves, or shingles or of aariculture not 
being manufactured, grown on any of those parts of the St~te of Mai~e watered by 
the River St. John or by its tributaries, of which fact reasonable evidence shall if 
required, be produced, shall have free access into and through the said river and 'its 
said tributaries, having their source within the State of :Maine, to and from the sea­
port at the mou,th of the said River St. John's, and to and round the falls of the said 
river, either by boats, rafts, or other conveyance; that when within the Province of 
New Brunswick, the said produce shall be dealt with as if it were the produce of 
the said Province; that in like manner the inhabitants of the territory of the upper 
~t. John, determined by this Treaty to belong to Her Britannick Majesty, shall have 
free access to and through the river for their produce, in those parts where the said 
river runs wholly through the State of Maine: Provided always, that this agreement 
shall give no right to either Party to interfere with any regulations not inconsistent 
with the terms of this Treaty, which the Governments, respectively, of New Bruns­
wick or of Maine may make respecting the navigation of the said river, where both 
banks thereof shall belong to the saine Party. 

ARTICLE IV. 

All grants of land heretofore made by either Party within the limits of the 
territory which by this Treaty falls within the don:inions of. the other Party, shall 
be held valid ratified and confirmed to the persons m posseSSIOn under such grants, 
to the same e~tent as 'if such territory had by this Treaty fallen within the dominions 
-of the Party by whom such grants were made; and all equitable possessory 
claims, arising from a possession and improvement of any lot or parcel of l.and by 
the person actually in possession, or by t.hos~ under who.ill ~uch person claims, for 
more than six years before the date of thIS Treaty, shall m lIke ma~ner be deemed 
valid, and be confirmed and quieted by a release to the perso?- entItled t~ereto, of 
the title to such lot or parcel of land, so described as best to mc~ude the .Improve­
ments made thereon; and in all other respects the t.wo C?ntractmg PartIes agree 
to deal upon the most liberal principle of eq~llty WIt~ the settlers actually 
dwelling upon the territory falling to them respectIvely, whICh has heretofore been 
in dispute between them. 

ARTIOLE V. 

Whereas, in the course of the controversy respecting. the disputed terri~~ry on 
the north-eastern Boundary, some monies have been re?81ved .by the a~thon~les of 
Her Britannick Majesty's Province of New BrunSWIck WIth. the ll~.tentIOn of 

reventin depredations on the forests of the said territory, whIch momes were ~o 
Le carrie8 to a fund called the "Disputed Territor! F?-nd," the ~roceeds ~here?f It 
was agreed should be hereafter paid over to the partI~s mt~r~sted, m the pIOportIOns 
to be determined by a final settlement of Boundanes.; It IS hereby agde~d th~t a 
-correct account of all receipts and payments on the saId fund shall?e ~ Iver~ ~o 
the Government of the United States within six months after the ratIfic~t~,~~. of tluci 
-Treaty;- and the proP?:ftion of the amount due thereon to the States 0 .:. ame an 
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. . . . . '. thereto shall be paid and 

Massachusetts, and any bonds or secuntles. appe~and the Government: of the­
delivered over to the Government of the Umted States, r to the States of Maine 
United States agrees to receive .for the . use of, aD:~ 1:d;e and further to pay and 
and Massachusetts their res.peotIve porYfnsl <?f salf e~nses inourred by them in 
satisfy said States respectlvelr, for a . c alms or kin a survey thereof in 1838 ~ 
protecting the said heretofo~e disputed tem~ry, ~~hm:he ltates of Maine and Massa­
the Government of the Umted States agrehng wh d d thousand dollars, in equal 
chusetts to pay them the £u:ther SUill of tree. un ~e Bounda desoribed in this 
moieties, on. acco~t of. their assent tdo .. the Llde qOuivalents r?ceived therefor from 
Treaty, and m conslderatIO.n of .the c0'!l ItlOns an e 
the Government of Her Bntanruck MaJesty. 

ARTICLE VI. 

It is furthermore understood and agreed, that for the. p.urpose of S~L:!e:~' 
tracing those parts of the line between the source o~ the St. ~r~lx and ~e the residue 
River which will require to be run and ascertamE'd, an or m~r ~ng h 11 . be 
of s;id line by proper monuments on the land, two Com~lssIOners sa. 
appointed, one by Her Britannick Majesty, and one by the Preslden~ of the Umt~~ 
States, by and with the advice and consent of the SeD~te thereof i ant th£ :M~d 
Commissioners shall meet at Bangor, in the State of Mame, on the ~ li! 0 b Y 
next or as 1D00n thereafter as may be, anu shall proceed to mark tee a ove 
desc~ibed from the source of the St. Croix to the River St. John, and. shall trace o? 
proper maps the dividing line along the said river, and along the Rlve~ St. FranCls 
to the outlet of the Lake Pohenagamook; and from the outlet of the saId lake they 
shall ascertain, fix, and mark, by proper and durable monun:;tents on .th~ land, the 
line described in the First Article of this Treaty ; and the saId CommlssH:~ners shall: 
make to each of their respective Governments a joint report or declaratIOn, under 
their hands and seals, designating such Line of Boundary, and shall accompany 
such report or declaration with maps, certified by them to be true maps of the new 
Boundary. 

ARTICLE VII. 

It is further agreed that the channels in the River St. Lawrence on both sides­
of the Long Sault Islands and of Barnhart Island, the channels ~n the River Detroit,. 
on both sides of the Island Bois Blanc, and between that Island and both the 
Canadian and American shores, and all the several channels and passages between 
the various islands lying near the junction of the River St. Clair with the lake of 
that name, shall be eq l1ally free and open to the ships, vessels, and boats of bota 
Parties. 

ARTICLE VIII. 

The Parties mutually stipulate, that each shall prepare, equip, and maintain.. 
in service on the coast of Africa, a sufficient and adequate squadron, or naval force 
of vessels, of suitable numbers and descriptions, to carry in all not less than eighty 
guns, to enforce, separately and respectively, the laws, rights, and obligations of 
each of the two conntries for the suppression of the Slave Trade; the said 
squadrons to be independent of each other, but the two Governments stipulating 
nevertheless to give E'uch orders to the officers commanding their respective forces-. 
as shall enable. them mo.st e~ectually t~ act in concery and co-operation, upon 
mutu~ con~ultatIOn,. as eXigenCIes roay anse, for the a~talllment of the true object 
of this Article; copIes of all such orders to be commumcated bv each GovernmAnt. 
to the other respectively. 

ARTICLE IX. 

Whereas, notwithstanding all efforts which may be made on the coast of 
Afrit'.a for suppressing the Slave Trade, the facilities for carrying on that traffick· 
and avoiding the vigilance of cruizers, by the fraudulent use of :flags and other­
means, are so great, and the temptations for pursuing it~ while a market can be 
~ound for slaves, so stro~, as that the desired result may be long delayed, unless. 
all markets be shut agamst the purchase of African negroes ;........:.the Parties to this: 
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T::eaty agree that they will unite in all becoming representations and remonstrances 
wIth any and all .Powers within whose dominions such markets are allowed to exist; 
and that they WIll urge upon all sllch Powers the propriety and duty of closing such 
markets effectually, at once and for ever. 

ARTICLE X. 

It. is ag~~e~ that Her Britannick Majesty and the United States shall, upon 
mutual r~qUlsihons .by .them or their ministers, officers, or authorities, respectively 
made, delIver .up ~o JustICe all persons who, being charged with the crime of murder, 
or assault wIth Intent to commit murder, or piracy, or arson, or robbery, or 
f?rgery, or the utterance of forged paper, committed within the jurisdiction of 
eIther, shall seek an asylum, or shall be found within the territories of the other :­
provided that this shall only be done upon such evidence of criminality as, according 
to the Jaws of the place where the fugitive or person so charged shall be found, 
would justify his apprehension and commitment for triaJ, if the crime or offence had 
there been committed; and the respective .Judges and other Magistrates of the two 
Governments shall have power, jurisdiction, and authority, upon complaint made 
under oath, to issue a warrant for the apprehension of the fugitive or person so 
charged, that he may be brought before such .Judges or other Magistrates respec­
tively, to the end that the evidence of criminality may be heard and considered; 
and if, on such heaTing, the evidence be deemed sufficient to sustain the charge, it 
shall be the duty of the examining Judge or Magistrate to certify the same to the 
proper executive authority, that a warrant may issue for the surrender of such 
fugitive. The expense of such apprehension and delivery shall be borne and defrayed 
by the Party who makes the requisition and receives the fugitive. 

ARTICLE XI. 

The Eighth Article of this Treaty shall be in force for five years from the date. 
of the exchange of the Ratifi?ation~, and afterwards, u?til one or th~ oth~r Party 
shall signify a wish to termInate It. The Tenth ArtIcle shall contmue In force 
until one or the other of the Parties shall signify its wish to termine it, and no 
longer. 

ARTICLE XII. 

The present Treaty sh.all be duly. T.atifi~d, and the mutual exchange of 
Ratifi.cations shall take place III London WIthIn SIX months from the date hereof, OT 

earlier if possible. 

In faith whereof we, the respective Plenipotentiaries, have signed this Treaty, and 
have hereunto affixed our seals. 

Done in duplicate at Washington, the ninth day of August, Anno Domini One 
thousand eight hundred and forty-two. 

ASHBURTON. 
(L.S.) 

DAN L
• WEBSTER. 
(L.S.) 



'.r:uATY between Her Majesty and the 
United States of America. 

Signed at Waahington, August 9, 1842. 

Presented to both Houses of Pal'liament by­
Cormlland of Hel' Majesty, 1843, 

LONDON: 

REPRD"TED BY HA.RRISON A.ND SONS, 
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