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TO THE RIGHT HON. EARL GREY.

Her Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for the Colonies.

My Lorp:

The most enlightened of your Lordship’s pre-
decessors, the present Prime Minister of England, has declared,
in a late address to his constituents, that ¢the administration
of our Colonies demands the most earnest and deliberate at-
tention.”

In your Lordship’s own admirable speech on the Corn laws,
you are reported to have said :— ’

 He believed that if they puarsued a liheral policy in other respects
towards the Colonies, by extending to them the deareet rights of Eng-
lishmen, the privilege of self government, and not needlessly interfering
in their domestic concerns,—that if they adopted a sound policy, politi-
cally as well as commercially, they would bind them with a chain
which no power on earth could break.”

Notwithstanding the despair of obtaining justice from the
Imperial Government which has prevailed throughout Canada,
it is helieved hy some and hoped by others that your Lordship’s
administration of the Colonial department will be a successful
one. But Imperial interests, to say nothing of those of the
ather Colonies, will necessarily occupy a large share of your
Lordship’s time ; and it is to be teared that Canada will be.
overlooked if your Lordship should be impressed with,
s belief that its Government has been, and is at present,
honestly administered in accordance with constitutional prin-
ciples.

pl_f we are to judge. of the opinions of British statesmen by
the debate in the House of Commons on the occasion of the
rusture between Lord Metcalfe and his first Ministry, we have
good reason to fear that erroneous impressions may. have been
made on the mind of your Lordship. The object of this letter,
my. Lord, is to remove such erroneous impressions, and. to
acquaint you with the true state of affairs in Canada. I shall
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put your Lordship in possession of facts, and I shall do so in
such an open and public manner as to challenge contradlct{on.

I do not expect, my Lord, that you will enter into a detailed
consideration of Canadian grievances, or that you will employ
your official influence to promote the success of a political
party in- Canada. ’ '

But I do entertain a confident hope that your Lordship will
give effect to the recommendaticns of your much lamented re-
lative the late Earl of Durham, and that you will entrust the
Government of Canada to a Uivil Governor acquainted with the
practical working of representative Institutions—that you will
revise the royal instructions which are altogether inconsistent
with the new system of Colonia! Government which has been
professedly adopted Ly Englizh statesmen of all parties, and
that you will put an end to the perpetual interference of the
Colonial Office in our lucal affairs. I would cite as instances
of the kind of interference which I trust your Lordship will put
an end to at once and fur ever, the frequent reservation ofbills
relating to local matters, such as Rail Road and Bank Charters,
and the retusals to assent to other bills, because their provisions
may happen to be inconsistcut with English statutes. All, my
Lord, that the Canadians desire is comprised in the term ¢ Self
Government” and 1 need not remind your Lordship that there
is nothing in that term inconsistent with an acknowledgement of
the supremacy of the mother country.

Under the system of Government recommended by the Earl
of Durham, your Lordship would have little trouble with Cana-
dian affairs. Your chief difficulty would be in selecting a
Governor possessed of the requisite parliamentary experience,
and at'the same time free from party bias—one who, instead of
attempting to form a party to carry out some policy of his own,’
would allow Canadian public opinion to have its due weight. [t
is more difficult, my Lord. to find such a man than would at’
first bé imagined. ' C

Lord Sydenham is considered by many in England to
have been a model Governor, and yet he was the head of a
party. Lord Metcalte has received commendations from both
Whigs dnd Tories, and yct he was not only the head of a party
but hé made use of the influence of the Crown in a party con-
test to enable him to carry the elections after a dissolution of
t!’alf-llav.r(n.ent. Sir Charles _Bago_t acted with the strictest impar.-
iality, dnd the corisequence was that he was charged with im.
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becility, and with being merely a tool in the hands of his Min.
isters.  There can be little doubt that Lord Metcalfe was
influenced by these charges against his predecessor even
before he left England, and that'in consequence he formed a
determination to prove to the world that he had u will of his
own. English Sovereigns, my Loid, have too often quarrelled
with their Ministers with no better reason. I'licre are always
courtiers and intriguers ready to poison the mind of the Sover.
eign or hiz representative against his constitutional advisers,
and perhaps no more successfil appeals have been made than
those to his feelings of pride. Lord Metcalfe’s warmest ad-
mirers have extolled him for his firmness, while those wheo
disapproved of his conduct have condemned him for his obsti-
nacy. Precisely so was it with George III. I regret, unde®
existing circumstances, that it is impossible to avoid referring
to Lord Metculte personally; but I feel that unless your Lord-
ship is thoroughly convinced of the errors of that nobleman,
Canada has little to hope from your administration of the Colonial
department.

I assume that your Lordship approves of the recommendation
of the late Earl of Durham, to introduce into those Colonies
enjoying representative institutions the English system of ad-
ministering the Government through responsible Ministers.
You have doubtless been assured, my Lord, that Lord Metcalfe
adhered to that system, and yon have the verdict of the British
House of Commons in his favour ; and yet, unaccountable as it
may seem to you, the Canadian ex.Ministers were perfectly
satisfied with the declarations made by Sir Robert Peel, Lord
Stanley, Lord John Russell, and Mr. Charles Buller, on the
occasion of the debate on Lord Metcalte’s condust, in so far as
they enunciated principles of Government.  But, my Lord,
there was deception some where, and we Canadians were
compelled to Lelieve that all parties in England had rescived to
defend Lord Metcalfe, right or wrong. The Speakers in the
House of Commons, whom I have named, professed to believe
that Lord Metcalfe had not violated thoze principles, the correct.
ness of whichthey admitted, and Lord Stanley distinetly charged
the ex.Miuisters with having demanded an instrument under the
hand and seal of the Governor with reference to his future
conduct, although no such proposition was eithey made or
thought of.  Again, the same noble lord rcad in his place in
Parliament, extracts from despatches from Loird Metcalfe, in
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which his lordship declared that M. Lafontaine, the leading
member of the Administration, had expressed certain opinions,
which he felt it necessary to communicate to the Imperial Gov-
ernment. Mr. Lafontaine has positively denied that he ever
expressed such opinions. ¥From an authorized statement made
in one of the adininistration papers it appears, .tha't the des-
patch was founded on a report made by M{'.ngglnson .ofa
private conversation with Mr. Lafontaine, which was entirely
misrepresented, and which was communicated to the Colonial
Secretary without Mr, Lafontaine having been offered any op.
portunity of explanation.  And yet, Lord Metcalfe pledged him.
self for the truth of this report.

It i= right that you my Lord, should be made acquainted with
facts now universally admitted in Canada. I shall not go into
detail but shall state brietly the system of conferring offices in
Canada under Lord Metcalfe, There were two channels for
applications for office, one through the Governor’s Private Se.
cretary, Mr. Higginson, the other through the Responsible Min.
isters of the country. I need scarcely inform your Lordship
that the opponeuts of the administration generally made use of
the former channel and its supporters of the latter. A constant
correspondence relative to these applications and other public
business was kept up between the Private Secretary and those
who chose to correspond with him. The Responsible advisers
ofthe (iovernor were kept in total ignorance of this correspon.
dence and neither knew the names of applicants for office nor
their chances of success until the Governor had determined on
their appointment. Such my Lord is the naked truth. Let me
shew the operation of this system by reference to a case with
which Lord Metealfe had nothing to do, but which is an admir-
able illustration of its working. An office became vacant in
one of our Districts.  Application was made either to the Gover.
nor personally or through his Private Secretary on behalf of a
gentleman whose connections were ull known to be opposed in
politics to the administration. This application was not com.
municated to the Ministry, but the Private Secretary addressed
a letter to one of the lcading members of the opposition, in whose
office the applicant had been a student, enquiring into his quali-
fications. The answer was of course in the highest degree fa-
vourable, and the appointment was determined on without the
Ministers who were held responsible for it, and who were sup-
posed by the whole country to have recommended it, hearing one
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wotd on the subject. It is unnecessary my Lord to comment on
such a proceeding. Your Lordship however will do well to
bear in mind that this patronage question has been the maiu
cause of * antagonism” in Canada.

I shall trouble your Lordship with one other illustration of
Lord Metcalte’s views on the subject of Responsible Govern.
ment. Previous to His Excellency’s appointinent as Governor,
as your Lordship will sec by a reference to Lord Durham’s
report, the existence of Orange Societies had caused considera.
ble dissatisfaction in Canada. The Liberal party had always
demanded their suppression, but they had beento a certain ex-
tent countenanced by the Government. The leaders of the lib.
eral party then in the Ministry were distinctly pledged as public
men to usc their endeavours to discountenance these Societies.
Accordingly they recommended the same Executive action,
which had been tried with so much success in Ireland by the
Marquis of Normanby under the Whig administration. ‘They
recommended that in issuing commissions of the Peace notori-
ous Orangemen should be excluded. Lord Metealfe oh.
jected to this recommendation as of course he had a right to do.
The Ex-Ministers would have been quite prepared to go to the
country on the Orange question, and with Lord Metealfe’s views
he oughtto have forced them to that issue. But His Excellency
was not then prepared for a Ministerial crisis. After a long
discussion, finding that his Ministers were determined that, under
their administration, Orangeism must be discountenanced, His
Excellency himself suggested that if action must he tuken, he
would prefer that an act of Parliament should be passed. 'The
Ministers willing to conciliate and to meet his views as far as
they consistently could, yielded the point, and against their better
judgment resolved to remove the grievance of Qrangeism by le-
gislation. What, my Lord, has been the result? The Ex-
Ministers have been held up to the English and Canadian pub.
lic as the authors of an arbitrary and unconstitutional proceed.
ing. The bill against Orangeism was prepared and submitted
to Lord Metcalfe before its introduction in the House of Assem.
bly. Various alterations were suggested by His Excellency,
‘and acceded to by the Ministry. 'The bill was at last introduc.
ed and passed both Houses by very large majorities. While it
was pending before Parliament, the Private Sccretary of the
Governor took care to express himself in strong terms against
it, as'can be proved by a member of the Assewnbly, a supporter of
the administration, whom he endeavoured to influence to vote
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againstit. This fact has not yet been denied in Canada, and
if deniied in England the member referred to is ready to main-
tain its truth. Your Lordship’s expericnce as an English
Statesman will enable you to judge whether any Minister would
endure the interference of the household of the Sovereign with
Lis policy. Since the opposition to Mr. Tox’s Tudia bill I re-
collect no case in English history in which the influence of the
Crown has heen openly employed against the Minister through
the Sovereign’s personal attachés. 1 must not however dwell
on this subject. The bill, as [ have stated, passed both Houses
of Parliament, and the royal assent was expected as a matter of
course. Your Lordship will scarcely belicve that atier all that
had taken place, notwithstanding that legislation had been re-
commended by himself, Lord Metcalfe announced his determina-
tion of reserving the bill as one of an unusual character which
he could not assent to consistently with his instructions.

Your Lordship will be able to judge from the facts which I
have stated whether Lord Metcalfe has carried out the system
of Government which prevails in Englard, and which was
recommended by the Earl of Durham. The ex-Ministers main-.
tain that he did not, and hence the “antagonism’ between
him and them, which led to their resignation; and, my Lord,
it his previous conduct had Leen inconsistent with English
practice, most assuredly all must admit that what followed was
grossly so. On the resignation of his Minizters, it was expected
that some leader of (ke opposite party would have beencharged
to form a new administration ; such would have leen English
practice ; but instead of that, Lord Metcalt: sent for the parlia.
mentary supporters of the cx.Ministry, one by oue, and endea-
voured to convince them that Le was right and the Ministers
wrong, and that he was most anxious to carry out a liberal policy
through the instrumentality of other men. To the honour of
Canada be it said, that all these attempts failed. The ex-ministers
were sustained by their party, with but one or two exceptions.
Still no ministry was formed, and the session terminated after a
public announcement in the House by a gentleman (Hon. Mr.
Viger) who afterwards accepted office, that au administration
was about being formed. After a short time two gentlemen
were gazetted as membersof the Executive Council, but without
office. 'The various departments of the Government were
conducted for months by subordinate officers, and during all this
time secret negotiations were carried on with individuals with.
out political influence, the object of which was the formation of
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a coalition administration which would be subservient to the
Goverpor.  After many mouths delay, the ohjrci was gained,
and a dissolution of Parliament was resarted to. The very
course adopted by Sir Francis ilead in 1836, of making the
Crown a party in the election contost, and wlich was so strongly
deprecated by the Earl of DBorham, was again resorted to by
Lord Bletealie.  But the latter noblevian went a step further
than his predecessor. Sty Francis Head had resorted to vulgar
clap-trap; he had declared to the people, throngh the Official
Gazette—** I’ you quarrel with me. yeu quarrel with your bread
and butter.”  Suppert me and I will furnish you with all you
want, “men, women and money.”  Lord %etealfe’s addresses
are notdeficicad in caap-trap, but deception of 2 more shameful
kind was resorted to. Let e cite vue ortwo instances among
many. Your Lordship must Le aware how much the people in
every new country siticy from had roads. The grivvance iy
one that can only be remedicd by titae, and by the settlement of
the country, It is, however, universally folt. Pending the
elections, one of the demi-official orrnns of Lord Metealfe was
authorized to subnait to the country a plan in detail for the ex-
ponditure of no loss a sim than £500,006 on the inferior roads.
The article was headed In attvartive torms, ¥ GovERNOR
Gexerav’s Ixrrrtor Roars”  Now, my Lol English states-
men will scarcely eredit me, when [ assure them, that this was
merely an electioneering trick, or, as it micht be more properly
termed, a bLuse fraud upon the country.  No such scheine was
ever submitted to Puriinment by the 3Ministey, under whose
sanction it was demi-oicicthy announced,

Azain, my Lord, let uie cail your attention to the great political
question of the day—University Reform,  Every eilit was
used to persunde the peeple, pending the elections, that Lovd
Matealfe and his new Miuisters were determined to carry as
comehe a measure on this subject as the Ex-Ministers
had provescd. The party went to the hustings with the cry of
“liberal meoesures” on their lips, but with a hatred of those
measures in their hearts.  The people of this country, my Lord,
demand and will insist on having an Universiiy ostablished free
from sectarian influcnce.  Uhey were deceived by Lord Met.
calfe as they have often been by previous Gevernors, but their
day of trinmph will come at fast.  No University hill bas been
carvied through Parliament by the present Canadian Ministry,
and although their leader Mr. Draper publicly declaved in his
place during the first Session that he would stand or fall by Lis
bill, he nevertheless postponed iis consideration till the next
Session, and then made it an open question, and suffered himself
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to be shamefully defeated. 1t is believed, my Lord, that one of
your predecessors either Lord Stanley or Mr. Gladstone insisted
that the question should be made an open one, in order to enable
members of the Tory party to come into the administration.
This is the general belief, but as the despatches of the Minister
are carefully concealed from the Canadian public there is no
certainty on the subject,

1 shall not fatigne your Lordship Ly citing other instances in which
the people of Canada were deceived at the last election. Lord Metcalfe
had an apparent triumph. His Ministry elected their candidate for
Speakership by a majority of three. [ad all the members been
present that majority, it is believed, would have been only one. But
Government influence was at work. One member returred on the
liberal interest was almost immediately bought off with office. Itis
a fact, my Lord, that he never touk his scat in the Hovse. The
people were so disgusted with his condnet that his former opponent
was elected without difficulty.  Several of the returns were contested ;
one of the most important was that for the city of Montreal.
The petition was set aside as informal by a party vote, and the
merits never euquired into. The petitioners believe that they were
treated with the grossest injustice, and the fact is notorious that the
present members tor Montreal never could have abtained, and could not
now obtain, a majority of the votes of the gualified electors. And
vet, my Lord, by this Montreal election, illegally carried, Lord

letcalle obtained bis majority. I <hall trouble your Lordship with
with one or two more election cases. Tle return of Mr. Small, a
member of the late administration, was petitioned against on the
ground of want of qualification. The Government party had a ma-
jority on the committee, and not ouly was Mr. Small, who had
proved a sufficient qnalification according to English decisions,
unseated, but his opponent, with a minority of votes, was declared
the ritting member. The return of Mr. Gowan, Grand Master of
the Orangemen, was petitioned against, also, on the ground of want
of qualification. The House, by a party vote, refused to entertain
the’ petition on aceount of an alleged error in a point of form. The
return of Mr. Riddell, a sapporter of the Government, was petitioped
against by Mr. Hincks, a member of the late administration. In
this case alone, & majority of liberals vas strock on the committee.
The Governmenl_ party attempted to pass a resolution that the
committee was dissolved at the opening of the second session, but
although the whole influence of the adwinistration was broug;)t to
bear in its. favour, it was lost.  Their next attempt was nore suc-
cessful. They opened negoliations with one of the liberal members
of the committee, .wnh'a view to his appointment to office, and
succeeded in inducing him to accept three offices in his own district
and to abandon his reat. The vote of that member decided the
contest ‘against Mr. Hincks and in favour of Mr. Riddell, and before

3 A ’
the scrutiny had terminated he uctually accepted uffice, and left the
committee. T feel assured, my Lord, that you will find some diffi-
cuty n crediting these statements. Enquire, T beg of you, iato their
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truth, The mdiyidna.l last alluded to is Mr. Roblin, then member for
the county of Frince Bdward, and the offices which he received while
serving on the Oxford Committee were the Collectorship of Customs
at Picton, the Agency for Crown Lands and the Registrarship of the
County, l.le, of course, vaca_le_d his seut in Parliameut; and, to the
deep morhﬁcauon of the Mini-ters, a Reformer was elected in his
place. I will not trespass on your Lordship’s time by referring to the
contested elections for Middiesex and West Halton, neither of which
were decided on the merits, aud the petition-rs in both ca<es obliged to
give up the contest after vain effurts to obtain justice. I will content
myself by assuring your Lordship that the pre-ent parliamentary ma-
jority has been obtained by the grossest fraud, and that the House of
Aszembly doez not repre-cut the pablic opinion of the country.

I bave called your Lordship’s attention to the treatment which the
opposition has received from the Ministers and their supporters in the
matter of the contested elections ; let me now state the circumstances
under which Mr. Inspector General Cayley obtained a seat in Parlia-
ment.  Wiien that gentleman accepted office he was comparatively
speaking unknown never having tuken any part in public atfaivs. Tt
was necessary for him to obtain a seat in Puarliament, and Ministerial
influence was in-nthicient to procure one by legitimate means. After
froitless efforts in other quarters, the member for the county of Huron
(Dr. Dunlop) was literally purchased with an office created for the oc-
casion and the duties of which he is wholly incapable of performing.
D+. Dunlop made no secret of the terms of the contract and frankly in-
formed his constituents that his necessities compelled him to accede to
them. The influence of the Government in a new and thinly peopled
eounty was suficient to secure Mr, Uayley’s election. T putit to your
Lordship whether such tratficking with tie patronage of the Crown
would be tolerated in Lingland. _

Your Lordship bas doubtless been assured that Lord Metcalfe was
eminently successtul in his Government of Canada and that he left be-
hind him an administration strong in public confidence. Your Lord-
ship may have heard of the “Caron correspondznce ™ which was
bronght to light during last Session.  You onglt most certainly to
peruse it. From it you wiil learn that previous to the departure of
Lord Metcaife, Mr. Draper the leading member of the administration
opened a negotiation with Mr. Caron an avowed member of the oppo-
silion party, the object of which was to reconstruct the administration
in such a manuer as to obtain for it a larger amount of parliamentary
support. Mr. Caron did not prefend to be the leader of the oprosition,
and he was authoriz 1 by Mr. Draper to consult with his friends. He
accordingly opeued a corresponde nce with Mr. LaFontaine the acknow-
ledged leader of the upposition, and urged him to consent to an arrange-~
ment under which Mr. Morin another opposition leader would be
brought into power with other {riends, while Mr. LaFontaine to whom
personal objections were entertained by Lord Metcalfe was to be pro-
videdZfor on the bench or otherwise. In the coursc of this correspon-
dence Mr. Draper fully admitted the weakness of the administration as
then constructed. Mr. LaFontaine refused Lo be o perty to any such
urrangement as was proposed but ¢uggeated the constitutional mode of
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reconstructing the administration in whole or ip part by the instrumen
tality of some influential individwa) charged with the dnty by the Gov-
ernor. Wiile the nagotiation between Mr Caronand Mr. Draper was
in progress Lord Metealfe resigned and Tl Cutheart was.uppmnhnl
his successor, since which time no change has been made in tae ad-
ministration, althongh it has vpever commanded that zmount of public
confidence which its mwn leader deems uocessary,  And at this mo-
ment, wy Lord, what is the state of our affdirs 2 1t is notorious that
for zeveral weeks back the administiaiion has been disorganized. My,
Solicitor General Sherwood hus resiuncd alter, it is said, an ineftectual
sttempt to induce Mr. Draper to strengthen the Ministry io a constitu=
tional manner. My, Viror Prosident of the Council has aiso resigned.
Mr. Papinean merely hoids office until bis successor be appointed.
Mr. Daly tie Proviucial Segretary an inethicient and exceedingly vopo-
pular member of the Government has rffocied 2u arrangement by which
he expects to obtain the permauent ciice of Private or Civil Secretary
the two offices having been uniled daring the last Nession. By thisar-
rangement, shouid your Lordship unhappily sanction it, all tuture Go-
vernors will be deprived of the assistauce of an efficient Privats Seecro-
tary of their own chwoice althongh tire Provineial Parliament made the
liberal provision of £750 per annum for such an officer.  Your Lordship
will be surprised to hear that with one exception Mr.Draper has been una-
ble tofill up the vacancizs thus created.  Several offers bave been inade,
and rejected for one reason or another.  One of the vacant officea was
offered to a supporter of the administration, the member for the city of
Kingston, so at least the public were assared by the demi ailicin] oggan of
the Government. Steps were taken lo ascertain whether this gentle-~
man could be re-elected, and the result being unfavourable, the
appoiniment has not taken place ; and it is now said that the offer has
been refused. It has been repeatedly asserted in the Ministerial jour—
nals that Mr. Draper is endeavenring to prevail cn certain influential
French Canadian gentlemen te join bis adwinistration.  Ciivrs bave [
believe been made to gentlemen who are ot in Pariisment and whe
" have never been engaged in pclitical lite, it your Lordship is too well
dcquainted with the wuking of paity Government nol to know that
such negotiations a= those which Larl Cathicart has sanctioned are only
looked o with contempt.  "I'e avowed object of these negotiaticns is
to obtain the support of an inflietial party in the conntry, and yer the
recognized leaders of that party luve never been consulted by Earl
Catheari.  Your Lord-hip vill scarcely believe that there are men
here weak enongh and igne rant enongh to imagine thata toitering ud—
ministration can be sirengthened by the purctiase of a few individuals.
If your Lordship wishes to form un extinzte of the strength of the pre~
sent remnant of an adminisiration, I would recommend you to read the
public _]rmrnals. al.Ld especialiy those which bave hitherto supported
them. Ycu will find in i‘{n'm alwest upiversal condemnation. I am
tempted to present you with a epecimen,.
«The 1 [From the 3Iontreal Times.} ]
S The ast rumour that has reached us concerning the “>Ministerial
crisis,” is 10 the effect, that the Presidency of the Executive Couneil
has been offered to a high judicial funciionary, with carte blanche as re-
gards the re-construction of the Lower Cunada portion of the Ministry
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We cannot vouch for the truth of this rumour, and give it for what it js
worth: but we received 1t from a quarter which we have found well jn-
formeq on such matters. It is not just to attach blame to any one without
his Leing heard: but veally the whole country is getting weary of the
process of incubation by which Mr. Draperis hatching & Muoustry, It
1s feared that he has been sitting on an addled eog. and that e will) after
all, bring forth uothing. ThLere may le reasons for this long /delay
which are unknown to the public; but for our own part, we cannot
conceive what those reasonscan be. It is evident that if the negociations
with the Frenech leaders huve proceeded to snch lengths as it Fs reported
they have. it would be both dangerous and difficult 1o go back. Sucha
step ought now 1o be the result ol o styong necessity only.  Itis both
saler and easier to go forward; aad Mir. Drper ought not to hesitate in
doing so. ;\'le'r having sa_criﬁced so much, the Attorney Generaiship
ouglit not tobe in the woy of an arrangenmient, unless the Conadian Premier
insg:e}gll'_!}xose scrupulous gentlemen who “strain at u gnat and swallow

it is in vain my Lord that appeals have been mude to Barl Catheait
to perform his dutv and to jasist o the formation of an admini=t:ation
of some kind. Ii Mr. Liraper Le unable to cbtain such assistance ax he
himself deems necessary and notwithstanding persists in retaining office
it is manifestly the duty of the Guvertor to dismiss him, and to seck
other advice. But my [,.+d. the notle Eart to whom the Government
of Canada has been entrusted seems to care little whetier there is an
adininiztration or not.

The pre-2. my Lord, may be considered as a luir index of public
opinion, but I have other evidence to prove the weakness of the
administration, if I may so designate the present provisional holders of
office.

M7, Henry Sherweod whose resignation I have already referred to is
notoriously supyported by several members of the [ouse of Assembly ;
Sir Alen MeXab the late Speaker was gazotted 25 Adjutant Geurral
of Militia but he returned his commission immediately on it« receint
owing doubtless to sonie dissaiizlaction with the conduct of the Govern-
wment. Col Gagy late Adintant Geaeral of Lywer Canada has publizhed
a letler in which he accces Mr. Attorney Gencral Minsth of having en—
deavoured to deprive a gentleman of hizh standing in Lower Canada
of a Coloneley of Militia Lecause he ventured to oppose his (Mr.
Smith’s) election ; he states further that hir. Smith demanded I
(Col. Gugy’s) dizmissal from Lord Metealfe becruse he wonld not place
the Militia putronage at his dizpasal, that Lawl Metealfe sustained him
against Mr. Smith bet that the litier has harboired revenge against
hitn, and since Lord Metcalte’s depavture has succeeded jn ejecting
him from oiice.  Such, my Lord, are the statements of Col. Gugy wha
has hereiofore been an active supporter of the presea! amministration.

Bat another cuxe, my Lord, has causcd no htle stir in the commereinl

world, Your Lords=hip is avare that by an act of last =cssivn the 3s.
frontier duty on wheat was to be repealed whenever the new Corn law
act should come jato operation in Lugland.  In the month of May an

applicaiion was wzde to the Govertinent by certain merehants to be
permiited to iamport wheat on tie urnderstandiug that the duty would be
refunded in case the bill became luw. This application was refused on
the ground that Government had net the power to accedc to the request.
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But, my Lord, in the month of June a special application was made to
the Government to permit. two cargoes of wheat, the properiy of a.
mercautile house, with the partners in which Mr. Atty. General Smith
is nearly connected by marriage, to be ground in bond without payment
of duty, in contravention of the existing law. This application, m
Lord, was granted, but others praying the same indulgence were refused.
The nam s of the parties have been given; the [acts are notorious, and
no defence of the act has yet been inade on behalf of the Government.
I have, perhaps, dwelt too much, my Lord,on what I conceive to be the’
errors or erimes of the present Canadian administration. | again repeat
that 1 do not invoke any aid from your Lordship to the political party
to which I am myself attachied. I merely claiin for it fair play, and
that, I maintain, it has not had from Lord Metcalfe. The people of
Cauada 1nay fairly claim the appointment of a Governor General whose
own feeling= are in accordance with those of your Lordship, und - whe
will give effect to the Earl of Derhaw’s recommendations. . That
Governor should have his own confidential Secretary 1o assist him in
his Imperial correspondence, but who should abstain from all interfer-
ence with the local affuirs of the Province. The royal instructions
should be materially changed, and Colonial Office interference should
be discountenanced by your Lordship. The new Governor should
insist on the administration being completed by the gentleman now at
the head of it. or, in case of his inability to do so, by some other poli-
tical leader. There is -urely nothing unreasonable in all this ; nothing
inconsistent with your Lordship’s frequently expressed opinions.  But,
my Lord, the new Governor should go one step further; he should
orler an immediate dissolution of Parliament. Your Lordship cannot
approve of the electoral frands practised in 1844, and will not counte-
nance themn.  Let Mr. Draper, by all means, have the benefit of a dis-
solution while le is Minister; let him muake what pledges he likea
regarding University Bills, Interior Roads, Patronage, or other questions
of interest; but, my Lord, let him do so as Mr. Draper; let pot the
Governur General’s namme be identified with these {rauds upon the
people. If, after a dissolution, Mr. Draper should have a majority,
your Lordship may rest assured that the liberal party will not utter a
single complaiut, and that your Lordship will hear no mo:e of Canadian
grievances.

Although T fear I have already trespassed too long on vyour
Vordship’s valuable time, there is a rubject of deep importance to
the Canadian people, which I cannot forbear alinding to,—I mean the
guestion of Frece Trade. It is very evident from the tenor of your
Lordship’s speech that you labour under some misapprehension with
regard to the state of feeling in Canada on this subject. You seemn to
consider that the majority in favour of the Canadian Government propo-
sition of last session to allow American wheat to be ground in tend
for exportation free of duty, were in favour of {ree trade and the
minority opposed to it. Il so, your Lordship is in error. Practically,
there is not much difference of vpinion in Canada regarding Free Trade.
Here, doubtiess,ns elsewhere, there are Prolectionists and FreeTraders ;
but with regard to the repesl of the Enplich Corn Laws, there was no
member of the Legislature, no public Journal, and no body of men, not
even the Fres Trade Aseociation of this clty, that advocated it.—
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Some were disposed to submit with a good grace to what they saw was
inevitable, while others were inclined to scnd strong addresses and
petitions on the subject. This, my Lord, i< the real state of the case.
A petition in favour of the repeal of the Corn Laws would not, in all
probability, have received a signature in Canuda. But then, my Lard,
those who have predicted that we would all turn rebels because the
Corn Law was repealed, are greatly mistaken. There is very little
despondency in Cavada on the subject.  The present holders ol bread
stuffs will suffer severely Lecause the purchases last winter were made
at a time when the delusive cry of “ funine ” was in every mouth.
When the present stocks are worked oftf’ all will be right, and the
merchants will have the advantage oi a steadier market in future.
‘The question on which the division tock place in our Honse of As-
sembly was the repeal of the frontier duty of 3s., which was thought
by the minority, which opposed it, to be a very incomplete measure
by itself. You have given the people of Lngland Fiee Trade, my
Lord, and we ask you to give it to ns.  We demand the repeal of all
differential duties in favour of Britizh manufactures, which are impos—
ed by Imperial acts, and the free navigation of the St. Lawrence for
vessels of all nations. Jo no other way, my Lord, can the commerce
of the St. Lawrence be sustained. 'I'he freicht of a barrel of flour
from Montreal to Liverpool has been 6s. 3d. during the present season,
while at New York it has been only 3s. If the press can be con-
sidered as an index of public opinicn, all parties in Canada are in favor
of the removal of these restrictions on our trade.  And, ruy Lord, wlile
I do not allow myself to anticipate any apposition to our deinands from
a Free Trade Cabinet, I can scarcely believe that even the parties for
whose benefit the present restrictions huve been imposed, will endea-
vour to maintain them. Surely, my Lord, the British manufacturers,
the IF'ree Traders of Manchester, and the other manufasturing towns
will not claim protection for their cottons, their woollens, and their
hardware. Ifthey do, let the fact be proclaimed; let the agricultu-
ralizts of Canada be given clearly to uunderstand that though their
wheat and flour is to be placed on the same fooling as {oreign in the
Eoglish markets, they are nevertheless to be subjected io protective
duties in favor of Rritish manufactures. The case of the ship-owuer
15 a much clearer one. He, my Lord, must compete with foreign
rhipping under the Free Trade system. Our products must be sent
to the English markets either Ly the St. Lawrence or Ly New York,
and as the English ship-ow ner 1iust compete with the foreigner at the
latter port, he niay as well do so in the St. Lawrence. But, my Lowd,
even it the British ship-owners shonld demand the continnance of their
monopoly, will a Free Trade Cubinet lend them any countenauce?
We Canadians trust not; we entertain a confident hope that cur
reagonable demands will Le acceded to, in which case your Lordship
need not apprehend any complaints from Canada on commercial sab--
jects.” There is, however, one monster grievance which I have left
untouched, and regarding which I can assure your Lordship there ix
no difference of opinion among political parties—]1 mean the Post
Office. 1 shall not take up your Lordship’s time with any length-
ened notice of this subject, especially as the remedy is a very simple
one. Place the Post Office under Provincial controul. Let its head
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be a member of onr Administration. Charge ns with the packet post-
age as vou do the United States, and all will work well. Why, my
f.ord, seek to maintain Imperial controul over this department? No
good reason can be given for doing so.

I am well aware that ail the Post Gflice subordinates in London wiil
ri-e in arms sgainst any proposal to give up the contron] of their ("ara-
dian branch.  But oy Lovd, have not the same parties oppased every
measre of Post Office reform in England? T must confess that when
I consider the imwense influence of the [t Office department 1
rcarcely venture to entertain any hopes of a spoedy settlement of that
question. The Post Office authorities however will most assuredly
have to yield at last. I have now my Lord completed the task which
I impozed on myself, and although my letter may be thought tedions, I
do not think that vour Lordship will find in it any unreasonable de~
mands on your own time or on that of your Colieagues. Had I nut
great confidence both in the wisdom and justice of your Lordship 1
shonld scarcely have made the present uppeal. Your Lordship may
believe ine when § assure you that you would hear much more from
Canada at this time were it not that the people generally have long
since lost all confidence in Englich party politicians.  This is perhaps
an ungracious expression, but your Lordship may rely on its being «
true one.  For my own part ] regret the existerce of such distrust, and
I still more regret that there ha: been zo much cuuse for it in times
past.
\While appealing to your Lawlship for justice, I wonld remind my
Canudian fellow subjects of your Lordship's viluable =ervices in thn
cause of Coloniul Reform, and which torm the best guarantee that we
cun have that vou will coucede all our reasonable demands. It will) I
feel aszured, be a proud satisfaction for your Lordship to veflect here-
after that yon were the first British statesinan to give practical effect
to the recomiendations of vour deeply lamented relative, the lute Earl -
of Durliam. Mot assuredly your Lordship’s predecessors have either
not compreliended the Earl of Darbam’s report or have not theught
propes to adopt it. I eannoi my Lord conclude this letter in a mure
appropriale manner thun by guoting the coneluding words of that im-
perichable document.

“For these reasons T priy your Mejesty’s earnest altzntion to this
report. It is the Jast act ari-ing out of the loyal and conacientions dis-
charge of the high duties imposed upon me by the Commission with
which your Majesty was graciously pleased to entrast me. I humbly
hope that your Mujezty will receive it favourabiv, and believe that it
has been dictated hy the most devoted feelinz of loyalty and attacli-
ment to vour Majesty’s person and throne, Ly the strangest sense of
pnblic cuty, and by an carnest desire to perpetaate and strengtiren the
ccnnection between this Empire and the North American Colenies which
would then form one of the biightest cruaments in your Majesty’s
Imperial Crown.”

{ have the hononr to be, my Lord,
Your Lordship’s
Mos! obedient servant,

A CANADIAN.
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