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Tee Hox. GEORGE BROWN, in moving the sceond resolution,
spoke as follows :—Mr. Chairman, I have frequently enjoyed the pri-
vilege of addressing my fellow-citizens in the public halls of our city.
but [ say sincevely that T uever before experenced such heartfell pleane
in appecring on a public platform as 1 do on this oceaston. The Anti-
Shavery Society of Canada has been many for years in existence, hut I see
aronnd 1ae not a few who, long before its establishment, were the earnest
and untiring friends of the down-trodden =lave. For twenty-live vears
many of us luwve striven tugether to promote the cause of cinancdipation ;
and long, long years we luboured alinost without hope to arouse our
neichibowis to the frightful position they occupied in the eves-of the
Clristizn world, and to goad them on, if possible, to some vigorous effort
towards the suppression of the inhuman tratfic that disgraced their
land. How earnestly did we wateh every passing event in the Republie
that promised some little amelimation to the colition of the slave, or
sume additional influence to the friends of emancipation.  Sad, hopeless
work it appearcd to be for many, many years!  but at last izht hroke
in upon the scene—and, now, what w change has passcd over the whole
picture ! (Cheers)  What man among us ten years—ave, five years
ago—ever expeeted to sce the day when the cause of emancipation
should occupy the position it does at this moment in the American Re-
public? (Cheers)  For several years it has happencd that T have not
been whic to be present at the annual mectings of this society—but well
do T recolleet the work we hal on hand at the last meeting 1 attended.
Our work then wits to mark and deplore the inercasing power of the slave
interest over the Federal CGoverniient, to denvunce the infamous Fugi-
tive Slave Law as a disgrace to civilization, and to express our hearty
sympathy with the noble, but inconsiderable band of true men, throush-
out the Republic, who were standing tirm for the ciuse of lAil»url‘.\'. That,
sir, was a very short time ago ; but what an entire revolution have these
few brief years witnessed. Now, «ir, we have an anti-<lavery President
of the United Stutes, (Cheers.) Now, sir, we have an anti-slavery
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Governtaent ab Washington,  (Cheers)  Now, sir, we have an anti-
slavery C'ongress ab Washington,  (Continued cheers)  Already slavery
has heen abolished in the district of Columbia,  (Clieers.) At last a
gennine treaty for the suppression of the slave trade has been signed at
Washiucton with the Government of Great Britain, and for the first time
in herhiistory the penalty of death has been enforced in the Republic {or the
crime of man-stealing.  (Cheers)  Further, the Black Republic of Hayti
and Lileria have been recognised by the United Staies as independent
; nd, even more important still, the vast territories of the United

we heen prohibited by law from entering the Republic except as
tes. (Continued cheers.)  And, sir, the climax was reached a
month ago, when Abraham Lincoln, as President of the United States,
oo wimed that from that moment every slave in the rebel States was
alesintely free, and that the Republic was prepared to pay for the free-
Totn of +13 thie slavesin the loval States.  The freely-elceted Government.
:and Leci<lature of the Uniivd State: have proclaimed that not with their
consent shall ene slave remain within the Republie.  (Great checrving)
Was I not right then, sir, when I «aid that we ought to rejoice together
go-might? I conggutalute you, Mr. Chairman (Rev. Dr. Willi= on the
wste of your forfy years’ contest here and on the other side of the Atlan-
tic on behalf of the Americwn <lwve—T concratulate the venerable mover
of the first resolution (Rev. Dr. Burms) who, for even a longer period,
has been the unflinehing fricud of freedlom—I congratulate the tried
friends of emancipation around me on the platforin, and the no less
zealous friends of the cause throughout the hall. whoxe well-remembered
faces have been ever preseut when a word of =vinpathy was to he uttered
for the down-trolden and the oppresser. Who wniong us ever lioped to
see such a day as thi=?  And does it not well hecomue us to mect us we
are now doing to proclaim auew our carnest svmpathy with the fricnds
of freedow in the Republie, our hearty geatification at the great results
that have been aceomplished, and cur gatitude to the men who staked
life and furtune on the effort to strike the shackles from the bondsman.
(Cheers)  Sir | care not to pry narrowly into the motives of all those
who have contributed to bring about this great change in the Republie.
I care not to examine critically the precise mode by which it has been
brought about, I eare not to discuss the arguments by which it ias been
prowoted or defended in the Republic. What to us signifies all
this?  We sce before us the wreat fact that the chains have already
fallen from the hands of tens of thousands of human chattels—we see
that if the policy of the present Government at Washington prevails, the
curse of human slavery will be swept from our continent for ever—and
our Licarts go up with earnest petitions to the (iod of battles that he will
strencthen the hands of Abraham Lincoln and give wisdom to his coun-
cile.  (Cheers) But, Mr. Chairman, we have yct another duty to per-
form. In the face of all the wonderful progress that the anti-slavery
cause has made in the United States—in definuce of the decided emanci-
pution measure of Mr. Lincoln's Government—it is the fact, the strange
and startling fuct, that professing Abolitivnists—nay, genuine Abolition-
ists—men who have done mueh for negro emancipation—are to be found
both here and in Great Britain, who not only refuse their sympathy to
Mr. Lincoln, hut regard the slave—traﬂicking Government of Jefferson
Davis with something very much akin to sympathy and goodwill.
(Hear, hear.) As you are aware, sir, I have Tecently returned from a
visit to Great Britain—and I am bound to say that I was astonished and
grieved at the feeling with which I found the contest now waging in the
United States generally regarded. In my six monthe’ journeyings
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thronzh England and Scotland. 1 had appariunitics of evis ersing with a
very large nimber of persons in al! positions of life, wed 1 «»11» to ~y
thal. while there were many marked ex. eptions amony men of ookt
and influenee, the seneral syipaihy was very decided v on he side of the

South. I entizely azree w 1t1\ vou, ~iv, that this ferlin L not originaded
from any change in the populdr mitd of Gread Dritass «n il subject of
Afvican slavery, On the contrary, © belivve the hatred of 1
the desive for cruoncipation all over the world, are nearly ws strong as

ever.  ln almest every one of the hundreds of diseussions i whis T
was 4 participator, it was again and again vepeated by all, that could they
believe Afiican ~1J\'ex"\' t be the cause of the civil war, and that MI.
Lincoln was sincerely desivous of heinging the horrid @eatlic to an end,
they wenld lmnmgvm' and heartily pive thelr sympathy to Lis cause,
Jur the trath is that the svatemae misrepeesentation of the London
i - and other jourials, comnpezireed Slortly afier the outhreaic of the
eivil war and diligently kept up ever sinee, has perverted the pablic
mind of Great Britain, and the most winazing misconceptions as to the
true nature of the strogzle are everywhere et with, and that even
amony the most eandid and generows-minded men, (Hear) 1 have
sald, sir, :hm to this general state of feeling there are nany eminent ex-
cepti ¢ there are men in Diitain‘who ]\u feetly comprehend the
whole riorits of the contest—and pre-cininent amony these, T helieve,
stand the members of the British Cabinet, T entively agres with vou,
sir, that the whole policy and conduet of the Deitish Government
throuchent the war has been worthy of all praise, and I do think it i=
much s be regrettsd that our nefuhbours across the lines have not viewed
arizht the wize course it has prr-ued, but have permitted their jowrmals,
and some of their public speakers to indulge inaecueations as growndless
ax impoliticc. When the Dmpacticl history of this civil war >lll” he
written, that paze of it which will record the part taken in it e the
Briti-h Govermmeut—its diznific] disregard of eontunelv—its patient
endurance of commercial distress and individnal suffcring and destitu-
tion directly revulting from the war—its firm and persistont vesist-
ance of the eductions of other Powers to intrude unasked I the
s of the ropubli-—wille T wn persuaded, stand out as an
-l e monument 1 the wisdi and justice of the men who lLeld

the heline Cheer=) Whatever misconceptions may  exist wamnony the
perple, tl have been no miscouceptions on the part of the Dritish
Guvern firtuly and dizcrectly it has pursued the only course

open to it, that of scrupwlous weutrality.  That the svmpathies of
the people of England have not heen with the North in the present
strnrale—thiat those who urged the American people to throw olf the
disgra e of slavery have not acted up to their own priuciples when their
advice was followed and the contest came—that aud and encouragment
have been given to the slaveorrary by subjects of Great Britain—we are
forced to concede and deplore 5 but the Britizh peopli are a free people,
over these thm'u their Government has little or no control, and what
hax been done by the Britislh Covernuent, as a0 Govermuent, has heen
all that any just American eonld demand. {Cheors; Now, \Il Cliair-
man, I humbly conceive that in all this we, the anti-lavery men of
Can: '.tLl. Tieve an important duty to discharee. We who have ~tood here on
the borilers of the u[)l.] liv for a quarter of a contury protesting against
shvery as the < of all human villanies"—we v ho have closely watclied
every tumn of the question—we who have for years acted aud sympa-
thizel with the god 1aen of the Republic in their efforts for the freedom
of their wsnln.—\' - who lave a practicd] knowledie of the atrncities of
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the “peculiar institution,” learut from the lips of the panting refugee upon
our shores—we who have in our ranks men well known on the other
side of the Atlantic as life-long Alolitionists—we, I =y, are in a position
to speak witl confidence to the anti-slavery men of Great Britain ; to
tell them that they have not rightly understood this matter—to tell them
that slavery is the one great cause of the American rehellion, and that the
suecess of the North is the death-kuell of slavery. (Cheers.)  Strange,
sir, after all that has puszed, that a doubt of this should remain! The
North declares that it was the determination to perpetuate and extend
sluvery that caused the South to appeal to arms; the South declares that
the determination of the North to aholisl slavery cansed the clection of
My, Lineoln, and that this is the great end and aim of Mr. Lincoln’s
Govermnent 5 the whole  thirty millions of the American people
wnite in declaring slavery to he the one grent issue of the
war; but these guod people, thewsands of miles off, who never had
their feet «n Ameriean soil, are satisfied that they Iknow  Tetter,
and  that  slavery Tas no  concern  in the watter!  Tens  of
thousands of lives have heen lost, hundreds of millions of treasure
have bren spent, the puace and happiness of every family in the
land bhave heen hroken up ; but it seems the combatants are in entire
ignoriance of the canse of quarrel---the whole contest i a mere strife for
power | Now, sir, we who have watched the struggle from its commence-
ment, and from day to day, almost from houwr to hour, well know how
erroncous all this i< We can fook hack to the time when the Aholition-
ists of the States were a small and feelile party 5 we can recotlect when
James (e, Birney, the aholition candidate for the Presidency, veceived no
more than =ix thousuul vies in the whole Repabiic ; we can recol-
lect when noble ol John Quiney Adams stood almost alone hattling in
Congress tor the first vight of [recmen-—-the sacred vight of petition ; we
can remeidher how completely and how ruthlessly the slave influence
dominated over the whole affairs of the Republic ; and well can we remem-
ber when the first ray of hope broke in upon us when the slaveocracy,
growing insolent in their day of power, rushed to their own destruction
by the repeal of the Missowrt compnomise that laid down the line of de-
marcatiem hetween Slavery and Freedow,  That act did more for the
cause of elmancipation than tongue can tell.  The fierce contests tought
in Kansas and Nebraska hetween Freedom and Slavely added immensely
to the strength of the friends of frecdom : wnd the atrocions Fugitive
Slave Luw, compelling the freemen of the North to hecome slot hounds
on their vwn furms after the human clattels of the slaveholders of the
South, roused a feeling deep and strong throughout the free States. It
was soon apparvent that the time had come when the issue hetween
Freedom awd Slavery for supremacy in the Republic must he fought and
won. That feeling, «ir, increaxed and strengthened, until it became
overwhelming in the Nortlern States : and under its influence the great
Republican party was formed, and Abraham Lincoln selected as their
standard-hearer in the Presidential contest. (Cheers) Nuow, let it be
well remembered, that Mr. Lincolu was not elected as au abolitionist, in
the sense ordinarily applied to that term. He id not apenly avow that
slavery was an outrage on all law, human and Divine---and that every
law or constitution framed to legalize and cxtallish it sliould be treated
with contempt, and the vile traflic swept awav. Mr. Lincoln and the
party who elected him did not go that length. They said : We want
nothing more than the Constitution gives us ; we wish to abolish slavery
\vherever'wg have control under the Constitution ; we wish to restriet
slavery within its present domain, so far as the Constitution permits us
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to do; we wish to exeveise our constitutional 1iglit to prevent (he ex-
tension ol slavery over the temitories of the Republic et vet adinitted
as States of the Unione That was the swm and substane of the Repub-
lean demand : they stood by the Constitution.  And when it ix asked
why the Northern wien have always averred that they were lighting for
the Union and the Constitntdon, and not for abolition, it ~honld be horme
in mind that the Constimtion gave them all the power that they could
pussibly desite. Well did they know, and well did the Sontherners
Know, that an anti-<lavery President and Congress, Ty their divect power
of legixlation, by their contro] of the public patronage, and by their ap-
plication of the pubiie moneys, eould not oniy restriet slavery within its

present howmdarie-, bat could seeure its ultimate abolition.  Thie South
perteetly comprehonded that My, Lineoln, it elected, micht keep within
the letter of the Constitntion. and vet sap the foundations of the
whole slave sv<teni And they acteld aceordingly. A great and final
effort wus vresolvad on by the Slave Power for the mastery of the Union ;
and it was insolently prochimed that if the Northern electors dared to
elect Mr, Lineoln to the Pre<idential chair, the South would seeede from
the Union. and force their <ceession by an appeal to arms. The present
rebellion, then, was conceived and planned, not only before Mr. Lincoln
appeared at Washington, bt previous to his clection ; and the sole
crouned on which it was threatened was his determination to restrict the
limits of slavery so far as he had the power under the Constitution, and
no further.  Well, «ir, the North was not intimidated 1iv the threats of
the South, and Mr. Lincoln was elected. (Cheers.) From that day
actual revolution becan. Months hefore he was sworn in, the Southern-
ers, with the connivance of a weak Democratic President, commenced
their preparations for revolt.  Arms and =upplics were distributed over
the South. and before Mr. Lineolu reached Washington the toesin of civil
war had been sounded. The first blow was struck by the Southerners---
it was struck at Fort Sumnter---althouzh M Lineoln had not yet taken
the slightest step in the direction of emancipation.  The preservation
and perpetuation of slavery was the one cause why that blow wus struck ;
and had any doubt on that point existed, the speech of Mr. Stephens,
Vice-President of the Confederate States, delivered at Savannah in
March last, would have effectually removed it.  He said :---

‘¢ Last, not least, the new Constitution has put at rest for cver all the agi-
tating questions relating to our peculiar institution—African sluvery asit
exists among us, the proper status of the negro in our form of civilization.
This was the immediate cause of the late rupture and present revolution,
Jefferson, in his forecast, had anticipated this, as the ‘rock upon which the
old union would split.” He was right. What was conjecture with him is
now a realized fact. But whether he fully comprehended the great truth upon
which the rock stood and stands, may be doubted. The prevailing ideas enter-
tained by him and most of the leading statesmen of the time of the formation
of the old Comstitution, were that the emslavement of the African was in
violation of the laws of nature, that it was wrong in principle, socially,
morally, and politically. * * * * Those ideas, however, were fundamen: -
ally wrong. They rested upon the assumption of the cquality of races, This
was an error. It was a sandy foundation ; and the idea of a rovernment built
upon it—when ‘the storm came and the winds blew, it fell” Our new
Government is founded upon exactly the opposite ideas ; its foundations are
laid, its corner-stone rests upon the great truth that the negro is not equal to
the white man ; that slovery, subordination to the superior vace, is his natural
and moral condition. This, our new Government, is the first, in the history
of the world, based upon this great physical, philosophical, aud moral truth.”

Here the issue between North and South is clenrly and frankly stated,
. 1
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and those who sympathise with the South can see very plainly what it is
they are aiding to extablish.  But. Mr. Chairman, the question is con-
stantly put:  Why, when Mr. Lineoln and his Government saw that
the Southern States were determinel to leave the Union, did they not
let them go in peace, and save the frightful cffusion of blood that has
been witnessed ! To this, sir, I think it might he enough for an Ameri-
can to reply:  Why did not England let the thirteen States go? Why
did not Britain let Ireland go? Why did not Austrialet Hungary go? Why
does not the Pope let the people of Rome go? - We have often heard of parts
or sections of Ntatesidesiring to secede, sometimes with reason and some-
times without, but who ever heard of the central authority of sy country
patiently aequicseing in the dismemberment of their land?  Such a con-
cession 15 not in hiuman nature, however reasonable the demund for it
But, it is contended, the South had the vight to sccede; the Republie
was but a collection of independent States, surrendering for a while their
soverciguty, but holding the right to assume it at any moment. Now,
sir, I do not think it worth while to waste thme in Jdiscussing this point.
I Lave failed to meet with any proot that the Federation was only as-
sented to for a limited time.  The argninent seems 1o rest simply on the
plea that as the States {recly chowe to enter the Union, so may they freely
choose to depart. Well, sir, Seotland freely entered into union with
England—hut does that prove that Seotland ean separate when she
chooses! Treland entered the union with Great Britain not over willingly
—but does that jrove that =he can leave it when she choozes? No doubt,
the Southern States, like Scotland or Ireland, may break the compaet
and go—if they lueve the power—but success woulid be revolution, and
failure rebellion.  (Cheers)  Governments exist for the good of the
whole people.  We once had a glorious revolution in England—(cheers)
—and assuredly when the Government of any country ceases to be ad-
ministered for the essential henefit of the people, a revolution is the
sound and politic remedy.  The world no longer adwiits the Divine right
of either Kinygs or Presidents to govern wrong—hut those who seck to
change an established Government hy foree of arms, assume a fearful re-
sponsibility—a responsibility which nothing but the clearest and most
intolerable injustice will acquit thew forassuming. The Southern States
plead as their excuse for revolution that Abraliam Lincoln was fairly and
constitutionally elected President of the Republic, and that the perma-
nency of slavery was therchy placed in danger. Is that a plea to be ac-
cepted by the civilized world in the second half of the nineteenth
century?  Revolutions have usually arisen from efforts of the oppressed
to deliver themselves from hondage; but here is an attempt at revolution
to perpetuate slavery, to fasten more hoplessly than ever the chains of ser-
vitude on the limbs of four millions of human eings,—(vheers)—is it with-
that Christian England can sympathise? Qughtnot an entburst of indigna-
tion at such a spectacle Le heard from every land! (Chewrs) There
13 1o justice, no right, in the case of the Southemn slaveholders; it is
su{xlply a question of might. If they Lave the power to go, of course they
will go—

A VOICE—They have gone!

ANOTHER VOICE—That’s so!

Mg, BROWN_—Not quite yet; but whether they go or stay is now
of comparatively little moment. What does concern us, and what must
rejoice every true-hearted man in Christendom, isthat go when they may,
they will go without their slaves. (Great cheering.) We owe that
much, at any rate, to Abraham Lincoln and his friends. (Continued
cheering.) But, Mr. Chairman, let jus return to the question, why did
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not Mr. Lincoln et the Slive States go? - And betore proceeding to ex-
amine that question from an anti-s v point of view, will you permit
me, sir, to make a digression, and, speaking for wysclf and not for any
other, to give an answer with which T anme persuadd every true British
heart ought to sympathise.  Sir, we all know the prejudice at thix mo-
ment against the United States in Great Britain and ‘Canada; we know
well all that is xaid,and that unfortunately can be said with too much
truth, a< to the statesmanslip of the Repullic—as to the tone nssumed by
the Amcrivans towirds [orei nations—as to the defeets in their politi-
cal system, and ax to the conduet of the eivil war; but were all that is
alleged on these grounds true—were vastly more thanis averred, true—I
do think that ne man who loves human frecdom and desives the cleva-
tion of mankind eould contemplate without the deepest regret a failure
of that great cxperinient of self-government, across the lines.  (Hear,
hear.) Had Mr. Lincoln consented to the sceession of the Southern
States, had he admitted that cach State conld at any moment and on auy
Plea take its departure from the Union, he would simply liave given his
consent to the conplete rupture of the Federation.  The Southern States
and the Border St.ites would have gone—the Western states might soon
have followed—the Stutes on the Pacific would mot have heen Limg be-
hind—and where the practice of seeessiom, once connnenced, michit have
ended, it would be difficult tosay. Petty Republies would have covered
the continent, each would have liad its standing urmy and its standing
feuds ;—and we, too, in Canada, were it only in self~defence, must have
been compelled to arm. I, for one, sir, cannot look hack on the history of
the American Republie withuut feeling that all this would e a world-wide
misfortune. How can we ever torget that the United States territory has,
for nearly a century, been an ever-open asylum for the poorand the perse-
cuted of every land ¢ Millions have fled from sutfering and destitution in
everyeorner of Europe, to find happy homes and overtlowing prosperity 1
the Republic; and I confess I know no more wonderful or more delig
spectacle than to pass (as you easily can) for thousands of miles along
the high roads of the Republie, and witness the wonderful wmaterial
success that has Dbeen achieved by men who, a few short vears ago,
landed on the American shore, for the most purt without eans'and
without education.  Is there a human being who could rejoice that all
this should he ended?  And who could fail bitterly to rewret the cffect
of such a catastrophe on the polities of Earope £ Who can tell how
much influence the great American Republic has exerted on the liberties
of the world. Circumstances have caused me to search decp and often
into the debates of the British Parliament, and I confess I have heen
frequently struck by the constant references in the specches of our
greatest statesmen, for nearly a century past, to Awerican practices,
American precedents, and American institutions.  These may not have
been copied by the mother country, but it is impos~ible to dgaht that on
many important questions the free therics and frec examples of America
have greatly influenced for good the legizlation of Great Britain,  And
if this has been the case under the good government of Britain, what
influence may not have been excrted upon the despotic systems of the
European continent ? Can the hosts of Frenchmen, Austvinns, Prussians,
Italians, and other Europeans, why found homes in the United States,
have fajled to waft across the Atlantic or to carry back with them to
their native lands, the new ideas of popular rights acquired in the land
of their adoption ?---and would it not be sad indeed if the echo of these
ideas so often heard on the Continent, in the shape of demands for
extended popular rights and free constitutions, could he met hy the
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despotic rojers of Europe with the taunt to look at .Amcrim and learn
how free constitutims and popular rights cnded in disruption and
anarcliy? Who can Jeny that the American constitution, as framed by
the fathen: of the vevolution of 76, was one of the noblest conceptions
that ever emanated from <be hunu mind !---and if one nust regret that
the fryit of late yvears his not been worthy of the tree, who shall say how
much of that we are compelled to deprecate niay not be direetly traced
to the canker-worm of Slavery.  rllear, hear)  With a free constitution
the United States has not been a free country. One half has been
entirely surrendered to slavery, and the other half has been. =ubject
indirectly to the same malizn intlience. The Southern States have heen
knit together by one common bowl-—-touch the slave interest and the
whole South is in «u flame and drawn together as one man.  The
Northern States, on the contrary, harl no sueh universal interest to hind
them together, and tlorough their divisions ax Whizs and Denwoerats,
Liberals and Conservidives, the Soutl alwavs continued to hold the
balanee of power, and eontrol the national policy of the Uniou,  The
South has had entire sway at Washington. No man could be suecestul
in public life, no man could hope to rise to vminence in the whninistra-
tion of affairs, unless he knelt at the Southern shrine, and maintained
with his whole strength the peculiur iustitution.  Nothing could be
more corrupting, more utterly demoralizing to the public men of the
North than the choice constantly presented to them---adhere to vour
Northern prinviples and ruin vour carcer---abandon vour principles and
bow your neck to slavery, and the gates of the White House are open to
you. Nor was the sluve influence confined to the political arena---it
permeated every walk of life.  The vast cotton trade and the supplying
of gods to the slavelolder, extended their ramifications all over the
Union : their influence was felt in the store, the workshop, the lecture-
room, the press,---aye, even in the pulpit. Every one was made to feel
the potency of cottan, and a style of argumentation in defence or pallia-
tion of slavery wus heard everywhere from men who, on any other ques-
tion, would have scorned to advance such miserable sophistries. The
whole Union was debauched by the cotton influence ; and it does appear
to me that it would be unreasonable and unjust to test the American
constitution by its working while controlled by influcnces so malign and
injurions.  Let the friends of freedom rejoice that at last the hope of a
better state of things begins to dawn, and that, freed from the curse of
human slavery, the American people may yet show themselves worthy
of their high origin, and take their right place among the free nations of
the world.  We, in Upper Cunadu, Mr. Chairman, cannot help having
some sympathy with the Northerners in their peculiar position ; for
though we have no South, we have an Eastern influence to contend with
—an Eastern minority that rudes the Western muajority—that controls
our public affairs amd dictates termns to our public men as the price and *
the penalty of official success. (Hear, hear.) None know better than
the people of Uppur Canada the demoralising scenes that may be witnes-
sed in the public arena muder an influence like this, (Hear, hear.) Let
it not be imagined for a moment, Mr. Chairman, from iy speaking thus,
that I am @ Republicin either in theory or practice, Sir, I am persua-
ded that no one can have studicl closely and impartizlly the Republican
system of the United States and compared it with the limited monarchy
of Great Britain, withowt coming to the conclusion’ that the practical
results obtained from our own form of Government are infinitely more
satisfuctory _than those sccured under the system of our neighbours.
(Cheers.)  But let us not forget that we are apt to judge of monarchy
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by the monarchy of Queen Victoria—the hest, the wisest Sovereigu thad
ever ascended « throne. (Cireat cheering)  Let us not Jorget that there
have been, and there are still, viev diflerent monarchies in the world
frowe that of our own heloved Quecn—and asared]y there are not so many
frec governments on earth, that we should hesitate earnestly to desire
the suceess of that one nearest to our own, modelled [tom our own, and
founded by men of our own race. (Cheers Ri 1 do most heartily
rejuice for the cause of liberty tlat Mr. Lincolu did not patiently
acquicsee in the dismemberment of the Republic.  But, Mr. Chair-
man, let us return from this long digression, and examine the ques-
tion from an anti-slavery point of view,—Hhy wat let them yo?” No
honest anti-slavery man can hesitate in answering—hecanse it wonld have
been wrong to do =0, hecunse it wonld have huilt up a great <lave re-
public that no moral influence could have veached.  (Cheas)  Had the
extreme Shave States heen allowed to seeede without a blow, there is
every reason to believe that all the Border States would have vone with
thew, and w large portion of the unadmitted tervitories of thie Union
would have heenradded to the slave domain,. Such a confederacy would
have over-awed the free Northemn States, the slave trade would at once
have hicen thrown open, and no forcizn Government would have ven-
tured to interfere. it has been said that if that were attempted, France
and England would enforee by arins a treaty against the inluman traffic.
I do not believe anything of the kind. It England could have heen in-
duced to go to war alout the slave tiulde, she would have gone to war
with Spain onggago, She padd moncy to Spadn to give ap the shameless
traftic, and yet Spain carries it on to the present dayv. and England has
not gune to war tu compel her to dexist.  No, sir,—il this Confederacy
had Deen formed, with slavery and the slave trade as its ¢hicel corner-
stanes, no European Governinent would have interfered ; and we <hould
have had un this continent, under the protection of a regularly organised
Governnent, the most. monstrous outrage on humanity that has disgraced
the present age. (Hear, hear.; Had Mr. Lincoln passively permitted all
this to be done—had he permitted the Southern States to go, and such a
CGovernment to be formed without a blow—he would have brought en-
during contempt upon his name, and the people of England would have
been the first to have risen up and reproached him for his imbecility.
“Why,” they would have dernanded, *did yvou allow the whole of that
vast country to pass under the rule of slavery without one effort to pre-
vent it /' How came it that vou struck not a single hlow to avert such a
frightful evil?  Had you ouly stood firm, the attempt would have broken
down—and even had it not, you might have feurlessly looked to us for
sympathy, and at once we would have aided you!”  Mr. Lincoln and
his Government did their duty in resisting the establishment on this
continent of so infamous a Government ; they are striving to do it now ;
but unfortunately the sympathies of a large portion of the British people
were wrongfully withheld from the, it not indeed given to their op-
ponents.  And yet I believe most sincerely that it they hal allowed the
South to wo—if they had permitted a vast slave Republic to be built up
and the slave trade declared legal,—there are few men in England or
France who would not have expressed bitter indignation at such
lamentable weakness—and forcmost among them, I do nol doubt,
would have lieen the very men who now e1y, — “ Why not let them
go?” (Cheers)  Sir, Mr Lincoln and his friends would have dis-
graced themselves for ever had they consented to let the South go
with a knowledge of what would happen.  And come what may
hereafter, already has enough heen achicved to justify their refusal
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Slavery has heen abolished by law in the District of Columbia, half of
Virginia has declared for frecdom, the great State of Missowrd has resolv-
ed to aceept indenmifieation and mauamit its hondsmen, and there can
be very litile doubt that Delaware, Marvland, and Kentucky, come
what mav, will now cast in their lot with the free Northern States,
Teus of thowands of slaves have Deen actaally set Grerg the Taw Tas
declared every slave in the rebel States free; wnd were the South to
achiceve its freclom to-morrow, it is hard to see how the chattels can be
held in bondage.  These great results have not heen obtained without
prodigions sacriiices; but asswedly for what has been done the hearty

thanks of the civilized world are duc to the Government at Wa-hington.
But, 3fr. Chairman, there is anether question constantly Lemd, and it is
thi

—\Why did not Mr. Lincoln openly, irankly, and from the first
SAhe overthrow of slavery to be his object in the civil war?  Now,
I eondd uuderstand suel a question as this coming frow o pro-
slavery man, for we have become used to the twistings and windings of
that class of disputants; Iat I confess I do not comprehiend such
a guestion coming from the lips of a true cmancipationist. M.
Lincoln was not elected by the whole North, Tat only hy « por-
tion of the Novthern elestors. Mr. Lineoln's views on the slave (ues-
tion were mnot held by the whole North, hat on the contrary, a huge
portion “of the North  approved of slavery, and - denounced Mr.
Lincolw's policy upen it.  Mr., Lincoln had o divided North to fight with
against a united South; and yet these professing Aholitionist: would
have had him eome out with an wimecessy deciaration which would
have split up his sapporters, and given the South the uncentrolled
mastery of the Union. ‘Hear, hear) No, sir. Mr. Lineoln knew
better what he was about. He stmply declaved for the maintenance
of the Union.  And why! Becawe be knew that men would come
in to fizht with him {or the maintenance of the Union, whose
political auteerdents forbade them from fighting for the overthrow of
slavery, He desired to get a untted Nortl as avainst o united South, and
he could only get them united on the cround of the maintenance of the
Union. DBut well he knew that, if the Union were maintained, and he
himself remcined President of the Union, his end would be accomplish-
e One can fney Mr, Lineoln reasoning thus:—¢If T am President, I
Lave power to aboli<h slavery in the District of Columbia; I will have
power tu prevent its entrauce into the territorics; I will he able to offer
moeney to induce cach State to abolish slavery: Twill have a right to
put men, loving freedom, in all the public offices of the South; and
by these and other means I shall confine slivery within =0 narrow a
comprss that it will soon come to an end.” By this course e kept
his great end in view, and he prevented open division in the North at
the commencement of the stragcle. Time did its work—many of
the Demoeratic party, in the heat of strife, forgot their political
antecedents, and graduadly saw and wlmitted the necessity of waging
war against slavery ; and Mr, Lincoly was thus saon enabled to venture
on medsures that daved not have heen Dreathed at the heginning of the
strugrele, But, siv, we are told that if the North and Soutl separated,
and the North hecime an independent State, the waost triendly relations
would spring up hetween the South and Great Britain, and an immense
trade would be therehy secured to the Mather Country, Now, L appre-
hend that we very well nnderstand what all this amonnts to. It there
is a hody of men on the fuce of the carth who liate (reat Dritain with
undying lhatred, it ix the sluveholders of the Southern States. They
hate the very name of Britain, hecause they know that the Dritish
people Jove freedom, and are the genuine enemics of slavery throughout
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the world. (Cheers.) To serve present purposes, they may profess to be
friendly for the moment, but as soon as their ends are ohtained, they will
speedily be seen in theie true colours as the bitter encies of Great
Britain. - The most violent attacks on Great Britain, the most insulting
languaze, has abmost invariably procecded from Southern lips and
Southern pen<. But it is =aid *the North has the same feelings, the
« North hasno love for Great Britain, and the moment the present eivil
“war is ended, the Northetners will eross over to Ciovula, conguer us in
“a week, and annex our eountry to their dominions” [ fnev, Mr,
Chairnun, we understand the eceentricities of owr Awerican neighhours
much better than our friends in the Mother Country, and van place @
more correct value on the vauntings of their pres -, and the hoasttul lan-
guage of their orators.  We have lived at peace vith them for fifty vears,
and notwith=tanding all that is come and gone, we hone to live at peace
with them for fifty more,  We have, large commereial relations---mutu-
ally protitable relations with them---we have no cause of quarrel with
them, »i:l exeept as oratorical lourishes, the dlca of attaking Canada,
I am peruaded, never entered their conception, Were the civil strife
ended to-morrow, our neighbours will have had enough of war to last
them for yvears to come ; but assuredly, should they be mad enough to
attack us, we are vastly more able now to defend our soil than we were
fifty years ago---and what we did in 1512 we would wnflinchingly do
azuin. (Cheer<l) It is not by such petty bug-bears that honest Britons
will e prevented from candidly examining the true merits of the Ame-
rican civil war, and praying carnestly that God may upholid the right.
(Cheers.y  Mr Chairman, there is one fact that T conceive ought to he
perfectly couclusive with every sincere emancipationist, whether in
Britain or in Canada, as to the side on which his sympathy should be
cast. There have been for many vears in the United States noble men
fichiting for freedom---the Tappans, the Jays, the Adains, the Beechers,
the Charisons, the. tierrit Smiths, and a host of other patriots, whose
names will one day have a high rank in the annals of their country.
Theze men have justly cnjoved the confidence and esteem of  the
British public, and they lave never done anything to forfeit it
Now, it is au instructive fact, that there ix not one such man, not one
man who ever stond high in English estimation for moral worth and
sterling patriotisin, who is aot found ranged on the side of the North in
the present <trugzle—there is not one such man who is not found on the
side of Mr. Lincolu anid heartily supporting him.  (Cheers)  Every one
of them perfectly comprehends, and we anti-slavery men of Canada per-
fectly comprehend, that the wholehope of iminediate emancipation,thorough
emancipation, rests on the success of Abraham Lincoln’s administration,
(Great cheering.)  Mr. Chairman, I must apologize for dectaining the
meeting to so unreasonable a length— Crics of no! no —lhut I felt it
was a duty we owed to ourselves, to our neighbors across the line, and
to our friends in Great Britain, that the truc merits of this great strugsule
should be clearly stated from our position of advantage, and from an
auti-<lavery point of view. I am well assured that those of us who may
be spared some years hence to look back upon this civil war in America,
will never have cause to repent that we took purt in the proceedings of
this night, but will remember with pride and pleasure that we did what
we could to uphold the right. (Cheers) For myselt, sir, whatever may he
the result of the present strife, T shall always feel the highest satisfaction
in recollecting that with the ~in of sympathising with slavery or sccession,
my hands have not been defiled ; but that from the commencement of
the struggle my earnest aspirations have gone with the friends of freedom.
(The hon. gentleman resumed his scat amid loud and continued applause.)
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