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—No. 1. —
Admiralty Office, 1st Febranre 1015,
Ax ACCOUNT of the Number of Ships or Vessels, of anv doscription,

that were upon the Lakes of Canada and upon Luke ¢ /.(r"/a fn, vl fit
for Service, on the 18th of June 181:. the 15th of Mdv at I8t o
November 1813 ; with the Foree of cach Vessel in Gv as, Sien aud Dovs

VHIERE are no Returns in this Department which can how the Foree
= emactly at the periads above-mentioned ; but the follor iag Diatenimis wic
the nearest in point of time to cach date respectivdly.

The latest Return prior to the decluration of War in Aniera is e
15t of Diav 18125 at which date thore were,

On Lake Onturio :—

v

1 Ship or Vessol of 22 Gans, and 35 2fen.

I - - - - - I} - - -2t —

I - - - - - 8 - - - I“;iif S?_itﬂv_k],
1 - - - - - 12 - (buildng)

On Lake Erie : —
1 Ship or Vesscl of 18 Gans, and 35 Men.
1 - - - - - 10 - - - 13 —
I - - - - - 12 - (building}

1

The nearest date of any Return to the 15th of Nay 1813, is dated 24th July
1313 ; at which period there were,
On Lake Onlario :—
1 Ship or Vesscl of 23 Guns, and 17 M(n.}

r - - - 20 - B I” 7| Esxclusiveal 200
1= - - - - 16 - e 92— Soldiers

I - - - - - 14 - - - bo — ermbarked a- Mourine-,
I - - - - =~ 12 - - - 80 —

1 - - - - - I3 = - = 70 — .

On Lake Erie :—

t Ship or Veseel of 20 Guns, just lTaunched.

1 - - - - - 13 - aundi1roMMen,
- - - - - 12 - - - 56—
N
3 - - - - - 2 cachyand 15 Men cachn
In thr Ricllicy and Lake Chomnlain
2 Shins or YVessels ol 11 Glm\, angd g0 Men cach.
9 Gun-boats, of - - - - - - 20 Men cach.

1

The necarest date of any Return to the 1st Novembor 1813, is dated
26 Janvary 1814 ; at which bporviod there were on fake Cntarmo and Lake
Champlain and the adicining e, as follows,

Lake Oniario: Lake (Vv plain and Bivers :
1 Ship or Vessel of 25 Guns, 1 5uip or Vessel of 16 Guns.
I - - - 21 — I - - - - - II —
I - - - - - 21 — i - -~ - - - —
2 - - - - - 14 - cach 1 - - - - Uiknown
T - = - =~ - 12 — I - - - - - 16 Guns.
r- - - - - 9 = Neaily rowly to launch:
r - - = - - 58}nea1‘1y ready 20 Gun-be:'s.
I - - - - - 43/ tolaunch. 9 D

bailding and nearly ready,
There is no Account of the distribution of the Men in each Ship at this daie;
S p
but in addition to the numbers statced in the foregeing Iu.:nru, 576 Sewmen and
two Marine Battalions of 1,286 Men, had arrived in Canada prior to the
1st of November 1813.

—No 2,—
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—No. 2,—
Admiralty Office, 1st February 1815.

A RETURN of the Date of Sir James Yeo’s arrival to take the
Command of His Majesty’s Ships and Vessels on the Lakes of

Canada.

THE said Date is the 15th of May 1813.

~— No. 3.— .

EXTRACT of so much of the Proceedings and Evidence of a Court
Martial, held on Captain Barclay, and the other surviving Officers
of His Majesty’s Flotilla on Lake Erie, as relates to the state of Pre-
paration of that Flotilla, in point of Equipment and Armament.

Lieutenant Tliomas Stokoe sworh.

Question by the Court.—Arc the contents of the narrative of Captain
Barclay, more particulaily as to the scarcity of provision at Lake Erie, and the
want of seamen on board the sguadron, correct and true, as far as came within
your knowledge, and to the best of your belief?

- Answer.—They are; we were particularly short of seamen.

Question.—How many men had you on board the Queen Charlotte, that you
could call experienced seamen ?

Answer.—Not more than ten, with the petty officers; we had on board
between one hundred and twenty and one hundred and thirty men, officers and
all together.

Question.——How many men had you on board, that had been accustomed to
work the great guns with a ship in motion ?

Answer.—Only the men that came up from the Dover three days before we
sailed; we had sixteen of them, boys included, from the Dover, the rest we had
learnt ourselves, since our arrival on the Lake.

Question.—Do you know whether the other vessels that composed the
squadron of Captain Barclay, were'equally deficient in seamen ?

Answer.—All the other vessels were equally deficient in point of seamen,
except the Detroit might have a few more on account of being a larger vessel.

!
Question.—Were you a prisoner on board the American vessels ?
Answer.—No; I remained on board our own vessel six weeks after we were
captured : I never was on board any of the enemy’s vessels.

Question.—How many of those scamen of the DBritish squadron were killed
and wounded. . s

Answer.— One killed and four wounded of the able seamen on board the
Queen Charlotte. :

¢
v

Question.—At half an allowance, how many days provision had you on board
the Queen Charlotte when you went out ? .

Answe!"..—We might have had a week’s, at hzglf' allowance, of provisions, but
not of spirits; they were preserved for the action, and all consumed on that
day; we had none served out for several days before. - ’

Question.—Can you recollect the state of the Queen Charlotte just before
you were wounded ? ' ' 2 ’

Answer.—Several shots had struck the vessel, many of the ropes were cut
away, but the vessel was then manageable: this was about an hour and a quarte;
after the commencement of -the action. Captain Finnis and Lieutenant Garden
of the Royal Newfoundland regiment were killed immediately on the com-
mencement of the action, before a man was hurt 5 there were then one pro-
vmm.al .heut_enar_xt, one master’s mate that had been in the Navy, and two
provincial midshipmen quite youngsters, and two warrant officers a.,boatswain
and gunner left ; this was after I was wounded. ' ’

Question.—
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Question.—At what distance did the Niagara engage the Queen Charlotte, in
the beciining of the action?

Answer—-Ste engaged us on the quarter out of carronade distance, with what
long guns she hed.

Question.—Was your principal injury received fiom her?
Avswer.—Noj from the Caledonta, who laid on our bram with two long
twenty-four pounders on pivots, also cut of carronade-shot di.cance.

Captain Burclayasked —1ind provineial Licutenant Irvine experience sufficient
to such service, as to coumdnet the Queen Clinvlotie in action after the death
of Captain Finnis, and your own wound »

Answer.—He was a very frace young i, o perfect sewman, but not ex-
perienced as an officor.

Provincial Licutenant Francic Purcis, late of Tis Liaj#iy"s ship Detroit;
called ing and sworn.

Question.— Arc the contents of the narrative of Captain Barclay, more par-
ticularly as to the scorciiy of provisions at Lake Frie, and the want of seamen
on board the squadron, correct and teve, 1s f2r as come within your knowledge
and to the bost of vour belief?

Answer—1es; they are.

Question.—How mens experienced seamen had you on board the Detroit
when the action cownicnced ?

Answer.—To the best of my knowledge not more than ten, petty officers
included.

Question.-——How long had the Detroit been in action, when Captain Barclay
unfortunately received his wound ? :

Answer.— About twvo hours and a half, to the best of my recollectinn,

Question.—Was every exertion made to defend the ship after Captain Barclay
was wounded ;

Answer.—Y s,

Question.—Was she at that timic in a very disabled and unmanageable state ?

Answer.—Very much so indecd. .

uestion.—-Cun you recollect how many of those ten seamen were killed and
y

wounded ¢ . ' . .
Aunswer.—To the Dlest of my rccollection, seven or eight were killed or

wounded.

Guestion—ITow ncar were the Enemy to you, during the early part of the
cnmronient ?

Answer.—I should suppose in the early part of the engagement, the Detroit
in eacacing the Lawrence was within a musquet shot, and within pistol shot
of the Niagara; the latter come down after the Lawrence Ll ~truck.

Question.—DBid you observe any of the shois of the Fnemy s +1) to reach the
British squadron, when the latter’s guns did not reach them?

Answer.—I cannot say exactly that I did, being employed at my gun.

Question.— Wiy did you not take possession of the Lawrence wivna she
struck ?

Answer.—We had on!v onc boat, and that was cul to pieces, and the Niugara
another large brig being to windward, came dowa too quickly upon us.

Questica.— Whiat do you atirivute the loss of the action piincipally to ?

Answer.—To the joss of Captain Finuis, and the Queen’s running up under
our lee, and the Detroit falling on board of them, which permitted the Encmy’s
squadron to lay and rate us, ;,n_d the men con=zquently got into confusion.

Qu{iastion.Q—Did the Enemy’s gun-boats do much damage ?
Answer.—More than any of their vessels; they had long two-and-thirties.

Question.—Did you understand, that the Enemy’s vessels were ‘well manned ?
Answer.—Yes, they were remarkably well manned; 1 believe, from the
informaticn I received from the American otficers, that the Lawrence had more
40. I able



6 PAPLERS RELATING TO

able seamen on board, than we had in our whole squadron.v].f was en board the
Lawrence about a quarter of an hour; and on board the Niagara two or three
days, she appeared to Le very well manned ; they chiefly manned the prizes
from her.

Question.——Was the Qucen Charlotte in a manageable state immediately
before she got on board the Detroit? ' o

Answer.—She did not appear so; they did not back any of their sails to
avoid her.

Question.—What was the force of the American brig? .

Answer.—The Lawrence and Niagara had each eightecn thirty-two pound
carronades, and two long twelves. The Caledonia two long twenty-four and
one thirty-two or twenty-four pound carronades; the Tlgress.one ]()n;‘:‘t!llrty-hvu.
I was not on board the Ariel, Summers, Porcupine, Scorpion, or Trip; but I
understood they had all long thirty-two pounders, and one or two had carronades
I belicve.

Question.—Did they appear to be manned cqual to the larger brigs?
Answer.—Yes, they did, in equal proportions.

The Detroit had - - -

ib.
- - - 24

ISJLong Guns.

--=- 9
- - - 24 Carronade.

18 - Do,

- - -~ 12 Long Guns.
- - - 24 Carronades,

LY~ N
[}
1
1

L ]
]
1
]

The Queen Chailotte

-

el
D RN oW s
1]
1
1

The Lady Prevost - - - - - - 9 Long Guns.

12 Carronades.
The Hunter - - - - --- 6 ‘[
- - - 4;Long Guns.
2

- - - 12 Carronades.

The Little Bel¢ - - - 1--- 9
1--- 0f

The Chippeway - - = 1 --- g Long Gun.

Captain Barclay asked :—
Were the matches and tubes so bad that were supplied to me from
Ambherstbay, that I was obliged to prime without the latter, and fire pistols at
the guns to set them off'?

Answer.—Yes; we fired pistols at the guns to set them off during the whole
of the action.

Long Guns.

Lieutenant Stokoe called in again,

Captain Barclay asked :— 7
Was I obliged to take from the Queen Charlotte stores of various descrip-
tions even to sails, cables and anchors, as well as a proportion of pistols to fire

the guns off with, before I could make the Detroit at all fit for the Lake ?
Answer.—Yes, you were.

Extract of a LETTER from Commodore Sir James Yeo, dated

Kingston, on Lake Ontario, Upper Canada, 3oth May 1313, to
Captain Barclay.

“ TrE Ships and Vessels now on Lake Erie have been hitherto entirely manned,
provisioned, and stored, under 'the direction of the Governor, or the officer
commanding the forces. The number of seamen under your orders will not
enable you to distribute a due proportion of able seamen among the different
vessels ; and that you will not be able to dispense with the services of the persong
now employed in those vessels, most, if not all, of whom must still continue in them;

and
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and you will arrange with the General commanding the forces, a Scheme for
m'mnmg the ships, as ncarly as may be, according to the system c=tabinhied in
the Naovy, of able seamen, ordinary, landmen, :md marines, the latter to Dbe
supplied from such military corps as may be at the General’s dlspo sal.  On this
subjcct, however, of proportioning the clas«s of Men, you are at Lihcrty to
make such deviation from the ordinary practice, as local circumsinnces may
seem to require.”

¢ In what relates to the supply of provisions and stores for His Majesty’s ships
and vessels,’ I have to acquaint von, that they are to be furnished, as heretotere
by the Army Department, under the orders of the Governor, or the General
comm’mdmg His Majesty's furcos, who will attend to your demands wnd com
munications on these points.”

Extracts of a LETTLER from Captum Lorclay to s Excellency
Lieutenant General Sir George £rovost, Baroncy; dated Long Point,

6th July 1813.

“ [ gncrose a Statement of the force of tiie rivel squadrons; and if prompt
assistance is not <ent up, although my officers and crews will do every thing that
zeal and intrepidity can do, tie great upenority of the Enemy may prove
fatal,

“ The Detroit wili be ready to launcli on the 20th instont but there is neither
a sufficicut quantity of ordnance, ammunition, or ‘m‘,’ oth stores, and not a
man to put in bLer if that vessel was cu the Lake, I wouid ool contident us
to the result of anv action, they inight choose to r-ko; but at present, altiongh for
the good of His Majesty’s service, I must attack, T cunnot help saying, that it is
posmbln they may liave an ady antage, though 1 1+t not a decided one.”

A STATEMIUNT of the Forces of the Awerican Squadion,
as last reconnoitred in the Harbour of Pre:qu'isle, June 28th.
Two Drizsor Corvetles, in a forward state,

Soven Yol N

35‘12113:.;::0116:5 : :} Numbers of Guus unknown, but armed and manned.

The Corvetics appear to be both as large as the Queen Charlotte, but they
are still in the Inner Harbour, not rigged or armed ; but from their resources
being so near at hand, I cannot reasonablv expect they will be long n that
51tuat10n.

A STATEXMENT of the Force of His Mujonis’s Squadron
eraployed on Lake Erie.

.
. 4 i ' =
NAMES 5 CALIDBRE. =
O | . <
Qucen Charlotte - - | 181 Twenty-four pound Caironudes coget2s las | oo
Lady Prevost ~ - - | 12 | Ten 12-p" Carronades, and two long p" i Do Lot an w0
General Tlunter - - | 6 { Four long 6-p, two 18-p7 Cirronades 20! 41 15 39
Erie - - « - - -] = |One traversing long 12-p*, and one |
12-p” Caronade - - - -1 61t 4l 5 15
Little Belt - - - -{ 2| Onetiveninglung 12-p7, cud cae 24+p* | ‘
o Curronade - - - - i O 4. 5 1
Chippawa* - - - -1 e Fight-inch Howitrers - - -6 7. 13
Detroit - - pierced for | 20 —_—— e
(not yet launched » I
02 - - - - - - 268
o= men
® Left with Gen' Procter, T

(Signed) R. H Earcinr,
S.0.on LT,
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Extract of 2 LETTETD fiom Captain Zrc/an, Senior Oficer on
Lake Erie, to Conmodore Siv Jaines Licas Yeo ; duated H. M. S,
Detroit, Amherstburgh, Scyptember 6th, 1813.

¢« Tam happy toannounce to vou, the arrival of the Party of Seamen, under
Lieutenant Biguell’s orders.

« The Number is totally inadequate to render the Squadron under my
command eflectual.”

Extracts from the Prisoner’s Defence.

“« Ox my arrival of Bermuda in Fobroary 1813, Sir J. B. Warren received an
application from Sir George Prevost to send some Captains, Licurenants, and
Seamen, to man three Corvettes on Lake Ontario; 1 was sent with Captains
Tinnes and Pring, Six Licutenants and Gunuers, to Halifuxz, for the purpose of
proceeding with as much expedition as pessible to Quebec, and from thence to
the Lake Ontario. Cn my arrival at Kingston on the Lake, I took the Com-
mand of the Corvette No. 1, then called the Wolfe, by appomntment from
Sir J. B. Warren ; about three weeks aitcr my taking the Command I was
superseded by the arrival of Sir James Lucas Yeo, with a large Detacinnent of
Officers and Scamcn from England, and appointed by that Ofiicer to ihe Super-
intendence of the Gun-boats for the time being ; soon after my appointment to
the Gun-boats, it was judged necessary to send a Naval Establishment to Lake
Erie, to render the Squadron on that Liuke eftcctive, which it was not considered
to be, under the Provincial Marine,

« T was ordered to proceed to that Lake with three Lieutenants, one Surgeon
and Purser, a Master’s Mate, and 19 Men, 12 of these were Canadians.

« From York I proceeded with about 200 Seldiers in Batteaux, to join General
Vincent at Lort George, which was the nearest Road to Amherstbere, vwhere I
was to take the Command of the Naval Force on the Lake Erie. While proceeding
to join General Vincent, I heard he was driven from Fort Georee, and 1 met
him on his retreat. I'rom the General I learnt he had sent the Queen Charlotte
to Amherstberg, to prevent her falling into the Enemy’s hands at Fort Erie.

« I found on my arrival at Amherstberg, that the information I had received
relative to the State of the Naval Establishment placed under my orders, was
but too true.”’

— No. 4. —
Admiralty Office, 15t February 1815,

AN ACCOUNT of all Ships of War and Armed Vessels, belonging to
His Majesty, which bave been taken or destroyed by the Americans
since the commencement of the War, with”the Force of each Ship or
Vessel, in Guns, Men and Boys.

Aggregate borne in each description of -
Ship or Vessel.

AT SEA, © Guns. MEN axp BOYS. |
4 Ships of 38 Guns - - - - 114 - - - g8
6 ----16 — - - - - 96 - - - 698
2 ----12 — - - - - 24 - - - 177
2 -=---10 — = - - - 20 - - - 100
3 ---= 4 — - - - - 12 - - - Go
16 Ships and Vessels. - - - Total - 266 - . - 2015

ON LAXES ERIE AND CHAMPLAIN:

“The whole of the Flotillas stated in the Return No. 1, to have been on those
two Lakes, on the 24th July 1813.

—No. .-
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.
—No. 5. —

9

' Admiralty Office, 1st February 1815.

AN ACCOUNT of all Ships of War and Armed Vessels, brlonzing
to the United States of America, taken or destroyed by His Majesty's
Ships since the commencement of the War ; together with a Statement
of the Force of each Ship or Vissel, in Guns, Men and Boys.

National Ships and Vessels.

Avuresate borne in each
description of Ship or Veusel,

R r =
Of GUNS. :n(l)df INL{XV\
1 Ship of - - 56| Guns - - - 56 _
1 - - - 49| — - - - 9 140
1 - - - 46 — - - - 40 300
1 - - - 26 —_— - - - 26 —_—
I - - - 22— e 22 170
i - - - a0l — o S0 420
2 - - - 18 — - - - 36 163
I - - . - 16 — - - - 16 106
2 - . - 14 — - - - 29 2075
2 - - - Iz} — - - - 2. 114
I - B e S 3 25
"7 - - - 2 _— - - - B! -
34 Ships and Vessels. Total - - 400 1,056
Additional on the Lakes: l
277 - of - - 22 | Guns - - - 44 1 198
2 - - - 18] — - - - 36 | —
2 - - - 5 — - - - 10 So
2 - - - 2| — - - - 4 ; 62
42 Ships and Vessels. Aggregate - 174 | 2,294
|
PRIVATEERS, and other Ships and Vessels, Armed and |
Commissioned [or War, '
3- -of - - 22 | Guns - - - 66 237
7 - - - 201! — - - - R 782
3 - - - 20 - - - - L ! 14
11 - - - 18| — - - - 19t S99
5 - - - 18 -_— - - - Q0 -
L - - - 17 - - - - 17 oo
11 - - - b — - - - 176 7106
3 - - R I - - - 128 —
I - - - I3 |- - - - 15 i10
10 - - - 14| — - - - 140 768
4 - - - 14 ] — - - - 5t -
2 - - - 13| — - - - 26 i85
11 - - - 12| — - - - 132 753
2 - - - 12 | — - - - 24 —_
1 - - - 11 — - - - 11 ad
8 - - - 10| — - - - 8o 41
2 - - - 10| — - - - 20 —_
R I i$ 157
b - - - 8] — - - - 48 244
1 - - - 8 — - - - 8 | —_
C

(conlinureid
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Apgregate borne in each

No. 5.—contz'nued. description of Ship or Vessel.
~
. PRIVATEERS, and other Ships and Vessels, Armed and Of GUNS. Of MEN
: Commissioned for War—continued. and’ BOYS.
3+ -of - - 7]Gums - - - 21 154
26 - - - 6| — - - -} 156 932
15 - - - 5| - - - 75 793
24 - - - 4 — - - - 96 643
6 - - - 3 —_— - - - 18 171
T e 48 527
0 - - - 2 —_— - - - 12 —_
16 - - - 1] — - - - 16 435
9 Force not stated. — —_— —
228 Private Ships and Vessels of War - - Total 1,906 8,974
42 National Ships. 454 2,294
270 Ships of War of all - General Total 2,360 11,268

‘descriptions.

— No. 6. —

< Admiralty Office, 1st February 1815,
A Return of the Number of American Seamen, that have been made
Prisoners of War since the commencement of Hostilities; distinguishing
collectively the number of those who have been captured, and those who

were detained in the Ports of the United Kingdom.

Total number captured - - - 18,413

Total detained as above - - - 2

15438

Aggregate - - 20,961

— No. 7. —

Admiralty Office, 1st February 1815.
Ay ACCOUNT of all Merchant Vessels taken from the United States
of America, or destroyed and reported to the Admiralty, since the com-
mencement of the War; specifying the Class or Tonnage of each Vessel,

as far as the same can be ascertained ; and distinguishin

in the Ports of the United Kingdom,

Ships and Vessels, the Tonnage of which hath been reported - - 546 - - 77,625.

Ships and Vessels, the Tonnage of which hath not been re-
ported, but which are rigged as follows, viz.

No.

g those detained

TONS.

Ships. - - - 100
Brigs - - - 81
Schooners - - 1y .
Sloops - - - 47
Other small Craft - 42
. : - 447
Ships and Vessels of all descriptions, but of which neitherd ,
the Tonnage nor Class of Rigging hath been reported  -§ 334
Aggregate of Merchant Vessels captured or destroyed, as far ) 3
as hath been reported to the Admiralty - - -5 1,32
Detained in the Ports of the United Kingdom - - - 79
( Returns from Ireland not received.) - '
o ' Grand Total - - 1,407

The abo?e number does not include Captures by Privareers, which-are
not regulariy reported to the Admiralty ; arid no Returns of-Captures have
been received Jrom the East Indics and Cape of Good Hope Stations, and

the Returns frorh other Forcign Stations have only been received in part.-

-~ No. §. —
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— 0. 8. —
Admivalty Office, 1si February 1815,
+ AN ACCOUNT of any Fricntes of a large Class, or any Ships of

a Class larger than Frigates, and less than Line-of-Battle Ships, built

or fitted out since the 18th Jrue 1812 (as far as cau be preduced
withont detriment to the Pablic Service ;) stating the Periods at wiich
such Vessels were respectively fitted out.

SHIPS NAMES, Guns. When ordered, When tited ont,
Liverpool - - | 4o | December 1812 -1 qth May 195y,
Glasgow - - 40 D - - -} zoth Juiv 18y,
Severn - - - | 40 | Junuary 1813 - - ] aoth June oy,
Liiey - - - qo D - - - 2st Aprit 181y
Forth - - -1 40 [ - -1 26th June 1813,
Endymion - - | 4o | July 1812 - - | 18th May 1829
Majestic - -1 50 hanwary 181y - - | 220 Junuvary 131
(‘}oliath - - -1 50§ Tebruary 1313 -] ad Yune 1813
Satura - - - a0 Ltarch 1813 - - | r2thNovember 1813,
Akbar - . -1 50 D - - -1 o1gth May 1817,
Leander - -1 50 | May 1813 . - | 17th December 1813,
Newcastle - -1 50 - - - | 18th Janu ary1814.

— No. . —
Admiraliy Office, 1 February 1815,
Copies of all CORRESPONDENCE and Ouprrs relative to the Prompie
and Psyché Trigates; between the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty,
the Navy Board, the Transport Board, SirJamesYeo, and the Tianspo

Board’s Agent at Qucbec.

Extractof a LETTER from Adwmiral Siv John Harren, Bart. and K. B.
dated on board H. M. Ship St Domingo, off Maior’s Beach, Halif
1st December 1813, to Jokn Hilson Croler, Ksq. &c. &e. &c.

« T Trust their Lordships will order goo scamen and a sufficient number
of marines for the service ; and I alse hope directions may be given to construct
three ships and three brigs in the frame during the winter, to be set up at Long
Point on Lake Erie, or Aachedush Bay on Lake Iluron, which wre the best
places for the construction of vessels, especially the latter, which is in our pos-
session ; and if the vessels T have alluded to were set up carly in the spring, they
imight be used to recover the superjority on the former Lake, and the possession
of the Upper Provinces.  Guns, men, sails and rigzing, will be wanted for all
these vessels, in onder to muke an effort for the oliject alveady described, and as
the only means of putting an end to the e~nitory cxpeditions of the Tnemy.”

Sir, Sdmiralty Office, 20th Jauuary 181y,

I am commanded by my Lords Comuissioners of the Adnurulty, o transiit to
vou a Copy of a Letter which I have written to Mr. Goulburn, the Under Secretury
of State, enclosing the drawings and papers relating to two Ships and two Sloops,
the frames of which are in course of being set up in Iis Mujesty’s vard at
Chatham ; to be conveyed early in the spring to Canada ; and requesting that the
directions therein mentioncd might be sent out to Sir George Prevost, for co-
operating with you in providing such part of th¢ matetials vequired for: these
vessels as it has been thought most advisable should be furnished in Cunada,
and for selecting the place they are to he set up, on their arrival out. .

And I am to signify their Lordships direction to you, to co-operate with
Sir George Prevost, by every means which may be i your power, in the im-
portant object of running up and equipping the said Ships and Sloops with the
utmost possible expedition, after the arrival of the frames.

Iam, &c.
Commodore Sir J. L. Yeo, {Signed T T Croler.
Lake Ontario.

(‘.()11\.'.

No. .
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Drawiugs
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voluminous,
1t has not
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dered to be
the intention
of The Houze
that they
shonld be
copied.
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(Copy.)
Sir Admiralty-Office, 29th January 1814.

I anm commaunded, by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, to transmit
to vou the enclosed Drawings and Papers* relating to two Irigates and two
Sloop-, the frames of which are in course of beiug set up in is Majesty’s yard
at Chatham, to be conveyed early in the spring to Canada.

The Drawings contain the lines and plans upon which the ships are building,
and according to which they are to be completed in the =uid province.

The Papers contain, First,—A general statement of the scantlings and pro-
portions of tlie ships: And secondly,—A detail of those parts of the materials
which are to be provided in Canada; it having been thought adviseable that
all such parts as counid be so prepared, should be got ready on the spot, to save
the expense and delay of so much additional carriage.

I aar to request you will lay these before Earl Bathurst, and move his lordship
to sen. dircctions to Sir George Prevost not to lose a moment in giving all the
necessary orders which may depend upon him, for the execution of these works,
communicating without delay to Sir James Yoo copies of these Drawings and
Papers, and informing him of all the measures he may have taken,

Sir George Prevost will of course pay particular attention to the choice of the
place where these Ships are to be set up, and he will there make the depot of
the Canadian materials.

Lord Bathurst will see that it is in every point of view of the greatest con-
sequence that no time should be lost in this business, and that on the arrival out
of the Frames, every thing should be in readiness for running up the Ships with
the greatest celerity; and my Lords request his Lordship will-urge Sir George
Prevost to co-operate with Sir James Yeo to this effect, who has similar
orders.

Excuse me for suggesting to you the expediency of giving particular directions
to the Post Office, that these dispatches shall be thrown overboard in the event
of meeting an enemy of superior force, as it would be of the greatest detriment
to the public service that the information they contain should become known to
the Enemy. '

I am, &c.
{Signed) J. W, Croker.
Henry Goulburn, Esq.
Downing-street.

(Copy.)

Gentlemen,

WE do hereby desire and direct you to cause the two Frigates, building at

Chatharh for service on the Lakes of Canada, to be registered on the list of the

Navy by the names of the Prompte and Psyché, a+»' the two Sloops preparing

for the same service by the names of the Gosha:wi wnd Colibr7; and you are

forthwith 1o propose such establishments of Men a «l Guas as you may think
proper for the said <hips and sloops.

Admiralty-Office, 10th Febraary 1814.

We are, Sir, }
* (Signed) Melville,
G.J. Hope.
H. Paulet.

P.S. The rates of the Frigates will be fixed when the establishments
are settled.

Navy Board.

{Copy.)
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(Copy.)

Sir,

I~ pursuance of the directions of the
of yosterduy, we desive vou will plesse
Prompte and Psyvelid Fripates may
number and nature of Guns

Navy Office, 11th February 1814.
Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty,
o propose to their Lordships, that the
be established with the under-mentioned
» and complement of Nen :

Upper Deck - - 26 Guus - . o4 P
Quarter Deck - - ¢ Carronades 32 — | The Guns to be
. ‘ 2 Lony Guas 2 —— S equal in weoight
porecastic. - - -2 Cuponiedes 32 — | to 13 P only,

2 Long Guns 24 - -

o]

D
il

Complement of AMen - - - 300 N°,

Our letter of the 16ith January last, contained a proposal for the establishment
of the sloops now called the Goshawk and Colibri.

We are, &ec.
T. B. Thompson.
F. J. Hartwell.
J. W. Croker, Esquire. H. Legge.
(Copy)
Gentlemen, Admiralty Office, 14th February 1814.

Wurreas you have proposed, by your letter of the rr1th instant, that His
Majesty’s ships Prompte and Psyché may be established each with

26 Guns - - 24 P on the upper deck,
6 Carronades 32 —) .
2 Guns - - 24 —j OP the quarter deck,
2 Carronades 32 —)
> Guns - - 24 —J on the forecastle ;

4he Guns to be equal in weight to 18 pounders only, and with a complement of
300 Men,

We do hereby desire and dircct you to cause the above-named ships to be
respectively established as 32-gun frigates of the 5th rate, with the number and
nature of Guns and complement of Men afore-mentioned accordingly.

And whereas you have also proposed, by your letter of the 16th of last month,
that His Majesty’s sloops Goshawk and Colibri, may be cstoblished each with

8§ Guns - -~ 24 P™ in midship;
8 Carronadcs 24 = 1on the range of the deck forward and aft;
2 Guns - - 12 —

the 24-p" Guns, on Colonel Congreve’s principle, and with a complement
of 140 Men. '

We do also hereby desire and direct you to cause the said Sleips to be
accordingly established with the number and nature of Gruns and complement ol
Men here mentioned.

We are, &c.
H™. Dundas.
G.J. Hope.

Navy Board. 11 Paulet.
{Copy.)
\-0p)
Sir, Navy Otiice, 21 February 1814

We have to request that vou will wiorm the Right Honourable th> Lords
Commissioners of the Admiralty, that the two Yrigates ordeved to be sent out in
frame to Canada, were directed by us to be prepared in Chatham Yard; the

4. D orders
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orders fui oun Loing scnt on the 22d December, and for the other on the
1ol Januery fast, The two Fir Brigs of 382 Tons were also ordered to be
propared in that yard, by directions given to the Officers on the 6th of January ;
and that you will acquaint their Lordships, that, by a Report which has been
made 1o us, it anpears that the two Frigates were completed on the 17th Instant,
and that the two Brigs are to be completed To-morrow; in consequence of
which we have desired the Commissioners to signify to the Officers and Men

who have been employed on these Vessels, our Approbation of their cxertions

and cenduct,
We are, &ec. F.J Hariwell

5
JoAVL Croker, Biq. R. Seppings.
I, Legoe.

By

(Lopy.)

Gentlemen, Admiralty Office, 22d February 1814.

I IIave reccived, and laid before my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty,
vour Letter of vesterday’s date, stating, for their Lordship’s information, with
reference to the Urders recently given for preparing two Fir Frigates and Two
¥iv Brigs, to be seat out in frame to Canada, that it appears, by a Report made
to vou from Chatham Yard, that the two Frigates were completed on the
17 dastant, ana that the two Brigs would be complete on this day; and I
have it in cormmand to signify their Lordships directions to you, to express to
Commissioner Siv obert Barlow, and through him to the Officers and Men
who have been emploved on these Vessels, their Lordships Approbation of the
zealous cxertions vhich have been made on this occasion.

- I am, Gentlemen,
] _ Your most humble Servant,
‘Navy Board. _ Jo V. Croker.

(Copy-)
Sir, Navy Office, 4 March 1814.

WE are informed by Commissioner Sir R. Barlow at Chatham, that a com-
munication has been made to him by the Officers of the Ordnance at Woolwich,
that the whole of the Qrdnance and Stores ordered for the Frigates and Sloops
in frame going to Canada, have been forwarded to him; except the 24-p* guns
of 71 feet, which cannot be got ready in time, and are to be sent out by
another opportuniiy., ,

And Sir Robert Liaving in consequence reported, that the 13-inch mortar, with
1.5 stores and ammunition, ordered to be sent to Chatham for Canada (as men-
tioned in My Barrow’s Letter to us of the 12th ultimo) has not arrived; we
request you to make the same known to the Lords Commissioners of fiy
Admiralry. ek aeE o
We are, &ec.
o F.J. Hartwell.

J. W, Croker, Esq . | ‘ R. Seppings.
(Copy.) L
Gentlemen, Admiralty Office, 5th March 1814.

I_ A commanded, by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, to sionify
threir direction to you to appoint Surgeons and Surgeons Assistants, to the iak'o
Ships named in the margin, with directions to them to repair to Portsmouth, and
upon their arrival there, to report themselves to Admiral Sir Richard Bickert(,m.

I am, Gentlemen,
B Your most humble servant,
Transport Board. Juin Buarrow

(Copy.;
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‘-k-im-ps.

(Copy-,
R .
Gu]tlemlen,l 1 Admiralty Office, 5th Murch 1814,
I'am' ‘con'mn.nw« ‘by my Lonh: Commissioners of the Admiraliv, to signify Prompta sth
their direction lFo vou, to appoint Mustors 1o the Lake Ships named in the !yl f Rate
" ,'(F‘: .t‘ - (O ¢ YR .‘ IR SRS B3 H O N “'
Marcin, with ?1i$cf:}o}'15 tn tho.n]tn.n. peurto Povismontie s and apen ticir arrival Goshawly .
there, to report themuselves to aduwimd Sie Richard Bickowton. Gl

) I am, Gentlenen,

Navy Board. Your mosi huivaisle Hervan:

3
Py
!

Tol. Barr
SO Larren,

(Copy.) Ne. 10,

Sir, Ldmialty Office, 17th “Warch 151 ¢

My Lords Commyssioners of the Aduirai: s, haviee ordered the Troop Ships Dover.

?z}mcdl i tl‘N’ I\Ei”’f_"msl‘m procecd 1o Qm»l.n-f'.l\\ith a tdetachment of Officers ana };‘jy]f,”" )
Men, intended for service on the Takes of Canada, and a party of Dock Vapd 00
Otficors and SArtineers sent out for emplovueat in the Werks rolative to the
Fake Serviee o am commanded by their Eordships to trausmit to vou herewith,
Returns of the Ofiicers, Scamen and Artificers above-mentioned, with Caopies of
the Orders given to the Senor Gliicers of the Froop Ships and Detachment, in
rezard to their proccedings on arriving 0 Queliee,

[ also inclose for your ufonmation, a Liv of Transports sont ont with the
above Troop “iiips. for the cenveyanc: to Caneda of thie Prames of the Shire
and Stoops mentioned in my Letter 1o vesn o the 2oth of Jauuary, with other
Naval Stores: wnd also an Aceornt of (e Names by which the Vessels ar
ordered to be registered on the Tist of the Navy, and the Establishinents proposed
for thewr. Such part oi the Ordnance intended for arming them as was ready,
has been embarked in the above Transports, and the remainder wili be sent out
by the first opportunity alter itis prepured.

I am accordingly diceeted by their Lordships, te stonify their direction to
yon, to take the ecarliest mewnres for avaiing veurself of the services of the
Officers and Men so sent out to reinforce the Squadron under your Orders, and
to call vour aticntion to the necessity of giving 1mmediate directions for landing
the Stores at uch:c or Montreal, as mav be judged mcst proper, and taking
every necessary step, in concert with Sir George Prevost, for sending up to
Kingston whatever may be most wanted, either the Stoves for fitting out the
Ships which may have been built in Canada during the Winter, or those
required for setting up the Frames of the Ships and Sloops now sent out.

Iam, &c.
Commodore Sir James Lucas Yeo, (Signed) J. V. Croker.
Lake Ontario.
Copy)
Gentlemon, Admiraliy-Office, 18 July 18114,

Mr. Gonlbura having, by direciion of Fal Bathurst, one of His Majoesty’™s
Principal Secrctaries of State, transmitted to us the Copy oi a Dispatchi from
Licatenant General Sir George Prevost, at dontical, the g May, containing
Riports from Commodore Sir James Lucas Yeo, Commn;;d:'r.in ancf of IHis
?‘»ZRJC.\'?")"S ships and vessels on the I.akes in Canada, aa?d (:,';z)?zun Pring, as also
irom a Commitlee of Military Oflicers, on the practicabiiy z}nd expediency
af conveying to and setting up on Lake O{\'LalilO, the two Frlgutr's fmd two
Brios sent out in frame fromn this Couutry (which youn were directed l).\" our
Sceret Order of the gth Iebruary last, to register on the iist of th,e Roval I\‘i‘:\.')',
the Frigates as 5th rates, by the names ol the Ijl“(‘flnplc and Pavehd, and the Brigs
as sloops, by the names of the Goshawk and €clibriy— .

A3
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We hereby signify to vou, that, under the circumstances detailed in the
Lieutenant Gencral’s Letter, and the Reports above referred to, itappears expedicnt,
that the original intention of setting up these vessels on Lake Ontario should be
abandoned ; and we therefore desire and direct vou to take measures for setting
them up at Quebee, and to send proper iustructions to Captain Hall for that
purpose ; in the performance of which Service, Sir James Lucas Yeo has been
directed to afford him all the aid and assistance in his power.

We nevertheless acquaint you, that as it appears by the Report of Captain
Pring, that one or both of the Brigs might, by lengthening, be reduced to a draft
of water proper for the navigation of Lake Champlain, where their services
would be of great value; we have left it to Sir James Lucas Yeo, to tale
measures for having one or both of the said vessels transported to that Lake
accordingly, in the manner he shall judge most advisable, it on a review of all
the circumstances he shall judge such a measure expedient : And you are therc-
fore to direct Captain Hall to attend to such instructions as he shall receive from

the Commodore on this head. We are

Your affectionate Friends,

Navy Board W. Dundas,
Geo. J. Hope,
1. Paulet.

(Copy.)

Sir, Navy Office, 20th July 1814.
Ix acknowledging the receipt of their Lordship’s order of the 18th instant,
wherein they advert to circumstances which render it expedient to abandon the
original intention of setting up on Lake Ontario the two Irigates (the Prompte
and the Psyché) and two Brigs (Goshawk and Colibri) sent out in frame from
this country, and direct that measures be taken for setting them up at Quebec,
signifying at the same time, that, as it appears that one or both of the Brigs might,
by lengthening, be reduced to a draft of water proper for the navigation of
Take Champlain, where their scrvices would be of great value, it has been left
to Sir James Yceo to take measures to have one or both of them transported to
that Lake, if, on a review of all the circumstances, he shall judge such a measure
expedient ;—we have to request, that you will state to the Lords Commissioners
of the Admiralty, that the two Frigates in question were planned for the express
purpose of serving on the Liukes, and are about eighteen inches shallower than
ships of their class usually are, as the stowage of water was not required, and a
stnaller proportion of provisions would be proper; and as the materials sent out
for their frames are chiefly of the most inferior Fir, we cannot recommend that
“they should be built as vessels for general service at sea; but if they are not
wanted for service on the Lakes, we would propose that their Frames be sold.
With respect to the two Brigs, as they are similar to the other Brigs of 382
tons, we are of opinion, that if it should not be adviseable to construct them on
the Lakes, it will be preferable to build them at Halifax,

We are, &c.
o . I1. Pealee.
J. W, Croker, 14"“", R. Sep])z'ng.f.
I Legge.
Copy.}
Gentlemen, Adwiralty Office, 21 July 1814.

ITavive had under our consideration your Letter of the zoth instant, referrine
t0 the directions contained in our Letter of the 18th instant, respecting the Ship%
and Sloops named in the Margin, whose Frames were sent from this Country to
Quebee s inwhich yon have stated, that the two Frigates in question were
planned for the express purpose of scrving on the Lakes, and are about 18 inches
allower than Ships of their Class usually are, as the stowage of water was not
required, and a smailer proportion of provisions ; and that, as the materials sent
ont for their Frames are chiefly of the most inferior I'ir, you cannot recommend
that they should be built as vessels for general service at sea; but if they are not

wanted
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!
wanted for service on the Lakes, that their Tramcs be sold ; and further, that as
the two Brigs are similar to the other Brigs of 382 tons, you wic of opinion, if it
should not be advisable to construct them on the Lakcs, that it will be preferable
to build them at Halifax ;—

We hereby signify to you, that, in consequence of what you liave stated, we
have cancelled our former directions on this subject to Commodire Sir Jumes
Lucas Yeo, and directed him to be guided by your recommendations. Ant! we
do hereby desire and direct you to give the necessary instructions to Capiain
Hall, for the sale of the Frames of the Promipic and Psyché accordingly ; tiking
care that the produce thereof be paid into the hands of the Tivisurcr of the
Navy, and their Names (which are to be removed from th: list of the {loyal
Navy) be inserted in the next Privy Scal for the sale of old stores. )

We further desirc and direct you to give the necessary instructions for th-
Goshawk and Colibri to be built at Halifax, agrecably fo your proposal, if i
should not be found advisable and practicable to construct ihicm on the Lakes.

We are,
Your affectionate Friends,
J. S Porke.
Geo. J. Hope.

Navy Board I Paulos,
(Copy)
Sir, Admiralty Office, 26th July 1814.

His Majesty’s Secretary of State having transmitted to my Lords Com-
missioners of the Admiralty, copy of a Dispatch from Lieutcnant General
Sir George Prevost, dated at Montreal the gth of May, containing Reports
from you and Captain Pring, as also from a Committee of Military Officers, on the
practicability and expediency of conveying to and setting up on Lake Ontario
the two Frigates and two Brigs sent out in frame from this Conutry to Quebcc;
and as it appears by those Reports to be expedient that the origina! intention of
setting up these vesscls on that Lake should be abandoncd; and by a Report
from the Navy Board, that from the peculiar construction of the two Frigaics,
‘and the inferior quality of their materials, they are unfit for general service at
sea, and they have thercfore recommended, if they are not wanted for service
on the Lakes, that their Frames may be sold; but with regard to the two Lrige,
as they are similar to other brigs of 382 tons, the Navy Board have reconimended
that their Frames should be sent to Halifax to be sct up ;3—1I have received their
Lordships commands to acquaiut you that they have given orders to the Navy
Board to dispose of the Frumes of these vesscls, according to thcir suggestion,
unless it should be judged expedient to cmploy the Brigs, or either of them, on
Lake Champlain; and that Captain IHall will be directed te attend to such in-
structions as he may receive from you on this subject.

Iam, &ec.

Commodore Sir James Lucas Yeo. J . Croker,

45, I ('u:'.}'
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Copy of a LETT ER from the Navy Office, addressed to Commissioner
Haull, at Quebec; touching the Sale of the Frames of the Prompte and
Ysyché Irigates.

SIR, Navy Office, 27th July 1814.

Tur Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty having, by their Orders of the 18th
and 21st instant, informed us, that, in consequence of communications which
had been veccived from Sir George Prevost, it has been thought expedient to
abandon the intention of setting up, on Lake Ontario, the two frigates Prompte
and Psvche, together with the Goshawk and Colibri sloops of war, which were
sent in frame from this country to Quebec, and directed us to cause the frames of
the said Frigates to be sold ; and their Lordships having further directed us, in the
event of its not being judged practicable or adviseable to construct the two sloops
Goshawk and Colibri, on the Lakes, to cause their frames to be sent to Halifax,
for the purpose of being built at that place ;—We signify the same for your infor-
matior, and desire you will act accordingly.

(Signed) IHenry Peake.
Robert Seppings.
To Commissioner Hall, Quebec. Henry Legge.
Attested,
G. Smith.
{Copy.) Naval Yard, Kingston,

U. C. 31st October 1814.
Gentlemen,

I uave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Letter of the 27th
July, directing me to cause the Frames of the frigates Prompte and Psyché, and
sloops of war Geshawk and-Colibri, to be forwarded to Halifax, for the purpose
of being built there ; and beg leave to acquaint you, that previous to my arrival,
the frames of the frigate Psyché and the two sloops had been forwarded from
Quebec to Montreal, and the frame of the Prompte to Kingston ; however, I have
ordered Captain Kempt (Agent of Transports at Quebec) to employ Transports
in carrying the frames of the frizate Psyché and the two sloops, from Montreal
to Halifax, which I have no doubt will arrive there before the end of the season.

In consequence of the great scarcity of Iron-work in this country, I have
ordered such iron-work, sails, rigging, &c. &c. as belonged to them, to be
forwarded from Montreal to this place, for the use of the Lake service.

I have the honour to be, &c.
(Signed) Rob. Hall,
Commissioner.

The Ilonourable
-the principal Officers and Commissioners
of His Majesty’s Navy, London.
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