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.\dmiralty-Office. 1
st February ISIS. 

'P.\PERS p:'c?:'ntC'll to the EC:,l:.'lrahL House of Commons, pursuant to 
the Commands of His Royal Hi,;llilC':'~ The PRINCE REGENT j ill com­
pliance with the humble j\clrlrc~s of that honourable House, dated the 
1 st DCl'Cliihd' last,-That His Royal Highness would be graciously 
pleased to give directions, that there be laid before the House,-

Copies of aUl\IDloRIALS and RE~IO~.~TrrA:\cEs, from any of His Majesty's 
Subjects concerned in the Trade of the LT nited Kingdom, complaining of 
insufficient Protection to til'2 Trade at Sea, and upon the Coast, against 
the Ships of 'Var and Privateers of the Enemy, since the commencement 
of Hostilities with The United States, that have been received by His 
Majesty's \i inisters; and of any Answers that may have been made to 
such Representations: - Viz. 

(1.)-Letter from the Secretaries to the Royal Exchange and the London Assurance 
Companies, to the Admiralty; and Answer thereto - p, S. 

(~.)-Letter and Memorial from the }Ierchant., &c. of Liverpool; and Answer 
thereto - p·4· 

,(3·)-Petition of the Mcrch:mts and others interested in the Irish Trade; and 
Answer thereto - p. 5. 

(.1.) -Letter from the i\Jayor of Bristol, enclosing Memorial of the Merchants, Ship 
Owners aud Traders of the City of Bristol; and Answer thereto - p.6. 
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- (r)-

London, 1 ith ,\UgllSt, IS 14. 
~.I \,. I .. oltns, 

W E are <1«:'''u, 1)), thr: Governor:, ancl Directors of ~hc Royal Eic/;:"'~' 
"\ "urancC', and o( ,I<;: Londoll Assurance Corporations, to r('\';'("'l'lli to 

Your Lordsh: ;)S, th~t numerous capturcs of \l'ry ya! uaole Shi I ,,.; have I )C"ll made 
by American PriYatccrs, in or on tlleir ~1l'r)i'o~\cilill;": the En:c'::"h or Irish Chan­
nels: And a~ accounts h~1Ye thisd:1Y been rcc(.'in"(l th~.t the" 1\~I("J' J..." /'li~l'rjcan 
Sloop of 'Lit, is committing d('prc(t~ti()l1~ o:r St, KiI(h, and the A:'lcrican Pri "(Ltc ,'I' 

" Prince of :-~\'dchatC'l," ill sight of Lundy; the Corporations cannot n-i'r"11l 
fi'om stating tll\'~(' t:1clS to your L"i',U::p', and ll10,t C;1i'l1l'Stly Iw~ leave to solir:it 
that f;uch immediate additional pi'G~"C';011 may be given ill tL.)~l' quarler~, a~ 
may effectually plY\'f'l:t a rcp~titi()n of these ruinous a:Hl unlooked-for Ius,;, to 
the Trade of thi~ Country. 

V1)¥f> h<l.\'e tl:c l:n\10Ul' to l;,', &c. 

To the Right Hon ble 

The Lord" Commissioners 
of the Admiralty 

(Copy.) 

S,iI7lUI"l ];(>l!,"i'!::, Jun'. 
s. L' }{~yal E:..:,:,ange .\~Stl""i!l"· . 

. If;'!}l !~(:(';'7't'nct', 

"ll'C Y London. \ ';surallC('. 

SIR, Aclmiraltj-O;iice, 19 _\Ugll.;'l ISq. 

HAYl~'(: laid before my L(l['lL Coml11is .. iol1crs of t;;e Admiralty lilt:' L.ttl'r of 
the 17th iilst:lI1t, signed by you aBd tIl<' SCLT~t<lry to the LOll','r),I.;i-,slIronceCor­
poration, on the '~\l\',i!'d of the (L'precbtll)\h ('()li~n!l~L~:l by tIll' AlI,C'l'ICall 

Privateers therein mentioned; I am nlidLi~1i;(b: Ly tlwlr Lor.:,,!lills to ;'(''i ualllt 
you, that thei'(" was a force <t(\cql',l1,' II" tit< pllq)OSe of rl'(;~,'('[i.llg tll'_' Trade, Lotlt 
in St. George's Channel and the Northern ~,·.:a, at lLe tl111e rcklTl'd to. 

IVh. Samuel Pellnill,'-, Jun', 
Secretarv tu tile Lo\'al L -:~:luw~'(' 

Assnr:cncc Cori)oration. . 

.1 ", 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) J. W. ('nlh'i·. 
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- (2.) -

(CoP:'-') 

5 Liverpool, I September 18 14. I R J 

ON behalf of the :Mcrchants, Ship Owners and Underwriters, who ha"e signed 
the enc:loscu )'lcl11nrial, I beg k~1\'e to transmit tll~., sam~ to you, for the, purpose 
of bei n,':; presented to their LorJshi ps; and I am desired to state, that th~ signatures 
of the l\ler('hants &c would have been much more numerous, had It not been 
considered desira!;lc to forward the present Memorial by this day's post, 

I have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) Tho'RI/Odie. 

John W. Croker, Esquire. 

To the Commissioners for executing the Office of Lord High Admiral of the 
tT nited Killgdom of Gr~at Britain and Ireland. 

The ME M 0 R I A L of the Merchants, Ship Owners, Underwriters 
and others, interested in the Shipping and Commerce of the Port 
of Livel1)ool ; 

ShewethJ 

Tp AT Your l\Iemorialists being- deeply interested in the prosperity of British 
Commercf', cannot contemplate, without the most serious alarm, the late numerous 
Captures mad/' by American Cruizers, in St. George's Channel, and on the 
'" estern and Xnrthern Coasts of I reland and Scotland; whereby a very severe loss 
l';l.' been sllshilWO to the Country, and particularly to the port of Liverpool: 

Your \lemorialists are fully impressed with a belief, that these depredations 
will increase very materially as the season advances, and during the winter 
months, which will add to the facility the Enemy have experienced, in effecting 
their captures, and in retuming unmolested to ports in their own country: 

Your Memorialists have seen with re~ret, that the American vessels of war, 
private as well as national, have lately adopted a novel and extraordinary practice 
(particularly as it regards the former) of burning and destroying such prizes, as 
they have no reasonable expectation of getting into port; a system, as Your 
:Memorialists have been illformed, sancticnerl and promoted by pecuniary 
rewards fl'Om the American Government: And Your Memorialists arc confirmed 
in their klil'f of the truth of this information, hy tlte great anxiety always shown 
by the Commanders of the Enemy's cruizers, to get possession of, and to preserve 
the registers and other papers of such vessels as they destroy: 

Your ,Memorialists therefore most humbly and earnestly pray, That Your 
Lordships will be pleased to take into your most serious consideration, the pro­
priety of adopting such measures as you may deem effectual for the further 
Protection of the Trade in St, George's Channel, and on the Western and Northern 
Coasts of the Uniterl Kingdom, and to counteract and prevent, as far as possible 
the ruinous etfects of this new system of warfare, and the recurrence of 8u<;,h 
numerous and alarming depredations upon the commerce of the Country. 

Your :Memoriali~ts beg leave to make known to Your Lordships, their entire 
{lisapprobation of the measure adopted, at a public ideeting held in this Town 
on the 30th, illstal~t, ~hat of pe~itioning I,lis Royal Highness The Prince RC'gent 
on the subJect of thiS ~Ietnonal; as, WIthout any neCEssity existin,O' for such 
m,C'alls being resorted to, 1'0';11' ),Icmoriaiists are confident, that You/Lordships 
Will grant the necessary and ll1creased protection required for the commerce and 
:shipping of the Country, 

And Your Memorialists, as in duty bound, will ,ever pray, &c, &c. 
Sam

l Sandba~;}l, _!olm Tobin, P. p, Tinney, George Littledale, Robert 
Harvey, 'I"' 1 ('ter, John Barber, Thomas L~nc(:', Charles Shand, 
J..a;cob Fletcher, Berrey Cumming, Tho' Tobin, 'Yilliam Harner, 
' ... '" Coupland, John Livingston, John Dennison, JdJll GL,r!:;tol1e, 
Ed. Falkner, John Bonrue, r;,b, ,t Gladstone, Rich" n,',W,cOll, James 
Bourne, R. Maxwell, ,,~m M"Caurfe, John :.I0l1t~'o:1,ery, Tho'Rudie 
Peter Bourne, W~ J',!a\','cb]e."J We, iI.lilburn, R' CO~Jbud, 'Vm Wilso!< 

Ja' 
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,h~ BunnellJ J, Lee, Tho' F. DYSC!I, C. Logan, Isaac Littlcdaic, 
,\ '" E\\"'!"i, 'I'm Lyne, Tho' :':\!o;;:'e, Thomas Headlal1l, Joseph 
Grf'aye~h-) El,;ndell, Hollinshead & lb',I'j,t, ,rIO Henr',', 'Vm Ju l l1):;'))] , 

,riIUhnlll, Halph Hebson, Luke Robinson & Braudell, '''ill. SUn(JI', ill)), 

'V. G, Forsyth, Geo, Grant, "Tm Barber, J anw~ Y'~'I'~tol1n) John c.~,!n~'2I' 
Andw Davidson, \\'ill. Jenuer, B. ~.hwdsl('y, Gco. Ihlldlcs. . , 

(Copy.) 

SIR, Admiralty-Office, 3d Scptc'miWf 18 q 

I IIA YE received an (I communicut( d to my Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty, tlw ~ll'mor;al of the I\I('rchants,' Ship Owners. aad others, of 
Liverpool, requesting further pi ·tection for the Tracie of St. George's Channel, 
and the 'Vestern and K orthern Coasts of the United Kingdom: And-~n reply, 
I am commanded to convey t('l you, for the infl)rmati()l1 of the l\Iemorialists, 
that the protection of the Trade in those quarters had already occupied their 
Lordships particular attention, and though (as the Memorialists will feel) it would 
be highly inconvenient and pr~judicial to tllP public interests, to enter into alW 
detail of the amount or di8position of the force now or hereafter to be en;­
ployed in this service, my Lords see no inconvenience in slati~lg, that a very 
ample force has been under the orders of the Admirals commanding the 
'Vestern Stations for this purpose, and that, during the time when the Enemy's 
depredations are stated to have taken place, lICJt less than three frigates aild 
fourteen sloops were actually at sea, for the immediate protection of St. George's 
Channel and the 'Vestern and Northern parts of the United Kingdom. 

My Lords further command me to express their hope, that the ready ann 
effectual protection of convoys which has been on all occasions given to the 
'Vestern Trade, will convince the ~rcmorialists of their Lordships readiness to 
attend to their interests, and of their desire to employ the public force in the 
manner the most conducive (in their judgment, and according to their intelli­
gence)to the public advantage. 

I am, Sir, &c. &c. 

Thomas R.odie, Esq. (Signed) .T. IV. Croker. 
Lirerpool. 

- (3·)-

To the Right honourable Lord l\brxn.n and the Lords Commissioners 
for executing the office of Lord High Admiral of the United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Ireland: 

The humble Petition of the undersigned Merchants and others 
interested in the J,:islt TLule;-

Sheweth, 

THAT 1:~ our Petiti~ners beg leaH' ,to solicit th.e attf'lltion of 'Your ~?rdshirs ~() 
the extensIVe and QTICVOUS depredatlolls committed by Amertcan I flvateers III 

the Bristol and St. George's Channel, by which the trade with Ireland is seriously 
injured; the frequent acrounts of these ~lestrl\ctivc vessels b~ing off 'Vaterforrl, &c. 
and once even in Dublin RtY, has doubtless come to tlle knoviledge of your 
Lordships; premiums of insUl'~nce from Li):1l10n.t~ Irebnu, which wer~ effected 
in J ul y and the beginn ing of A ugnst at t\:'f:11l y slttlllllgs ,Per cent. have smce l:cen 
so high as foUi' and five g'uineas per cent. Ii'om the ahlrm.lJlg accounts of Amel'lcan 
Privateers so daringly cruizing in every part of the Ir!sh C:hanucl; and fUl:ther 
Your Petitioners beg to stale, that th"y \lot only SIl Ifer from Increase ?f premlUl1ls 
but from detention. Heleascd froll! Frellch Pri\atl'('r~. the Traders, III moderate 
weather, could always keep the Sea, having the full breadth of the Channel to 
beat their passage in, and might therefro~l calculate on effecting it in a given 
time' whereas vessels now v. itlt Cal'gOt·s of teas, Sllg:li', &c. to the yalue of thirty 

4 ~' 1m to 
J' • • 
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to forty t110usaml pounds, are obliged to put into the ports about the Landsend 
for comoy to take them up the Irish Channel. . . 

The purport of the present Petition is therefore to pr:l;' Your LonUlIps wl~1 be 
pleased to order such protection a~ shall appear to '\ our LOi':lshlps sufficient, 
which '~'ill satisfy the Underwriters to reduce the r:' !lJill:l~, and do :-\\':ay til(' 
necessity of the ships proceeding- from port to port. a~ tlley (';:\1, get a farourablc 
brecz<" to run in quickly ont of the way of the American Pri'·,ltl"crS. 

And Your Petitioners, as in duty hound, will ever rr.ly. 

Tho' Lewis & ~ons; Jn° Darley, Gihh & Co.; Fletcher, Shaw & Cc.; 
.Adair, J dckson, J.>(·krs, Richardson, Heyman & Co.; Harvey, 
Thornton & Co; Leslie & Tho' Alexander; Sag(~, Rawdon & 
Jennings; !\lich l Wm Irvy; Kn:1tchbull, Hule, Cunningham & Co.; 
Armstrong, Friend & Co.; Thompson &. Norman; Morgan &. Lock­
wo(,d; John & Rob' Christie &. Co,; p. Pro for John Bolland, 
Wm Robinson; p. Pro of B[1-11 & \r ere, J as Nicholson; Tho' 

. Kenlewell ; In° K. I-hinson; r..r. & J. Mac Donnell & J. Bmhe!I; 
Paris, I\I~ Canslawl & Co.; Cha' & Ja' Haynes; BC'nnett & Co.; 
Hawksley & Gowan; RoO' Kin!!,ston; W. T. Hobart'; & Co.; D. & 
G. Barclay & Saundersons; O'Reilly, Young & Co.; Pnget, Bain­
bridge & Co; Richard O. 'V rn Crawshay & Co. ; Chas & Sam l En­
derhy; B. Fayle; In° ).'icholson; pr Pro .F'r \P & E~ Stewart, Jn~ 
Stewart; Dicks & Clement; Ja' Cooper &. ~ephew; Kic':, He,sons &. 
Co.; Geo. Evans & SOI1; H. S. J. Johnston &, Co.; Be;;, Higginson 
&. Co.; RoO' Barncwcll & Sons; In° Kinnan &, SOilS; G,,·g. Linrlsay; 
Thorley, Johnston & Co.; John Nesl);it; 'Vm C.;~lin,~ham; \V. & 
S, Me Quoin & Co.; Sam. & In° Ward &. Co.; D d Tayler & Sons; 
Bogle, French, Son & Barton; In" &, BartW Jeffery; J. R. Nixon; 
'\' ood, "'igan & "rood; Tho' D:\y & J. Poberts; Bran::irums, 
Templeman & Co.; John Green, Son &, Co.; Ja' Greenwood &, Co. 

:"-. B.-The followillg r..1emoranJum was attached to the r..rEMORIAL, on 
a separate piece of paper. 

(Copy.) 

" IT is not the intention of the :Memorialists to assume to themselves any 
rig-ht to represent what should be the general protection afforded to the vari(,us 
ships passillg throngh the particular parts in which the danger has OcculTed, but 
to refer this to their Lordships consideration; and as to themselves, particularly 
to ask for ;·j'.quent regula!' convoys to and from the Ports of Belfast and Newry, 
from Dublm, ffOm \Vaterforrl, Cork and Limerick, which convoys Ehould 
proceed to and from the I:, ',\'11S, jf the convenience of the public service will 
admit i,; but if ot'I.:r·,\ :~.(>, that their destination slwuld be as far as Plymouth. 
The COll\oys from Cork, W ~.t('l·ford and Limerick, they submit m:,y be regu­
lated h.\' till' <\dmiral on the Cork Station. They submit also that SOllie certain 
Fut(,(·t::)~l ~llOuld be gIven to tile T .. ade between lrel..nd and Xorth Britain, and 
lk'~ Wt"'li !relallel ~: no the Ports of Liverpool and Lancaster." 

(C'py) 

GF:'I;'I.F.;\IF.N, Admiralty-Omce, 15th September 18 14. 

_ I R~:CElYED and laid before my Lorcls Commissioners of the Admiralty, the 
;\[cl1lOrial flqlw~tin~ such sHlncicnt p:'oL·cti'Jl1 for the trade between Great 
Britain and hei,l.ld as shall "at;~i\- the l',llkI'\ITiters, and induce them to lower 
till' pr:'''I:l:1lI of insurance: .\!1,i'1 am commanded by tlieir Lordships to state" 
th"t if:IY, sn:iicicnt protection, were meant, as might be' supposed from tile words 
ot the ~\!tnwr;al, protection tu be afiordecl by cruizers to merchant ships rlll1ninO' 
from 1Jort to port without con" I)', it wOllH be deceiving the trade, to lead it t~ 
Ilf':i~'\'e t!1at t:L~ir Lordships think that alW amount of crnizillO' force coulrl afford 
t It,- proSt'l'ct of elkdual security; but having l:ild('r~tood, at~1.n interview which 
~J·,i:' Lu;·Lhips had requested ',';ith a deputation of the .Memoriali~ts, in order to. 

a scertaill 



TEE WAR WITH ,\ ~,11;'Rl "'A 
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:lse€l'lain prcr]Of']V their ohjer1, that they COll"\11T('(I' 1"1 tll n '!" Lot"l 1',· ',' r 
' • " • .", <:: , us \11)'; Op:l,lon 0 

the prccanousllC',S of tile protectIOn to be ~tlorrl( d 1 \. crt' 'I 1 

I , f' ' • " lIZel:" a one, ani were 
(eSlrOllS 0 extendlilg convoy system to tilr' tn,l .. I~!",t "', G t B 't' d' 

I 
" < U " \. cell rea fI am all 

Ireland, am comnul1l1ecl to say tll<'t their lordships a",' t'! I' 

ld ' . h '" . " ~" re lWj ('r v rr:1;,y lit 

at IllOll to t e crUlzll1g tur(;c employed to Ijro"iu p con"o " t I . J 'I 

h ' " ., . - \', ~ 0 sue:) p ae:"3, an'. 

,at SHe tll~~S:)t~ I:~,~:'\'? ,0,1.: _ ~ ':()I~lt consideration of the su i~ictt, appear to them. 

and t? the ,..,l:, .tlll· ,I Ill!, .l,~'l'J 111 the trad!" mo .. :t C()ll\'('illl'llt anri useful· alld I 

am directed lmther to obsC'n'e, that t1wir r ol'(1 o lll')1<; il't\'e \. "') ,I, a ?I" 1 
.' 

.. " , , " "I, a \' ys W I lin"" \I 

aft~rd the yrotf:c.tlOn. of a C~:lVoy to allY portioll of the track which has i~'Pfl 

d~~lrous of avmhng- Itself ot It; b~t.the merchants lUll':! recollect, that the pro. 

,'I,;!ol1S of t, he Cum oy .i\ ct, \lot oblig'lI1g vc~~els to take convov from one }) ",' t 

I t' I ~ T' I 1." \ ~ ~ .J' I,," 0 

anot.l~r 0 t 1e L llIkl r..lllg4 om, their Lord~iJips have no power of enforcing' its 

pro\,ls\On~; ano tlJa: the ~),I.pl)~Ld ~y~t(,1l1 cannot be expected to have full eftt:ct. 

unless the l\'Ierchants and Shlr! Owners will tiwIns('i ves direct thl' masters of vessel~ 

to take ana keep (', Il!pany With the appoiatl'd ,'OIl\Oy:" 

I have toadd, thai it will be fonnu l'lmvenient. it tht' gentlemen interested in 

the. trade WIll be so ;,;uo~ a:-. to elect a Chairman. through \vhom their communi. 

catIOns n,<, be made \\'Ith th!~ department, in the same ".,.ay, ():'It those of other 

trading bodi~'s now arc. . 
I am, Gen:lcmen, 

&c. &(;. 
(Si:;llt'd) J. W. C~·oker. 

To ~r,::~r', A. & 'L Og-iln- &: Jones, 
Ingram Cou~'t, }'ene:hurcll-:;tr·.;et. 

(Copy.) 

1Iy LORD~, Council-!Iou.;:e, Bristol, l£)th Sept. 1814. 

I HA \'1': the honour to transmit to Your Lordships the cnclosed Memorial 

from the \~t'rchants, Ship O\'.llcr~ and Trarlcrs of this Port, upon the snl~ject of 

the unprotecteo statc of their Coasting and Irish Tra(le against .\merican cruizers 

and pri\'atecrs; which ~Iemorial was unanimously adopted by a General ~Ieeting, 

lleJd in the Guildhall of this City, on the !:lth instant. 

I take the liberty of adding to the particular complaint of the ~femorial, that 

I understand, both from private and public inf()rmation, that many of the pri­

,atf'ers which bear the American flag, ha\'e been fitted or refitted out of the 

ports of France, a practice which cannot fail to prove highly prejudicial to the 

general commerce of the t:'nited Kingdom; but in the extent to which it appear,.; 

to he carried, is contrary to the acknowledged L:IW of :\'ations l.)('twcen neutral 

States ano Belligerents, and calls forth,' most prompt and energetIc rf'monstranci' 

from .His :M~jesty's Government to t.hat of Frall(,~" " 1 

'Vlth full confidence that the subJect of the ,'Iemonal \VlII lHn-e tIle flllk'i 

consideration and .attention from Your Lonbhip;;, 
, I remain, t,]\' L(lrd~, 

with tl;c grl'<ttc~t respect, &e. &c. 
la' Fo;,/I'!', 

To the TIi~ht honb!e 

the Lords Commissi~uet':-i of the Admir"lty. 

~\byor of Bri:,t<;1. 

To the Right Honourable the Lords C'lInmissioners of the. \dmiralt.\' . 

The ::'.1ElIfORIAL of the ~Ierckll1~~, Ship Owners, aml Tra'1ers, 01' til. 

, City of Bristol, in Guildhall assembled; 

ShewC'th, . . 

TIlA T the (lepff'(1ations commith:d by !\ 'I,' fl<;rtn ,CruIZl'r~, in captmill:c. 
1 1" 1 'l l 'f tll'IS flo)'t, have 01 

11111ndering and def:itroyin,g vc~sel~; engagel 1I1 ".l t, leo 

late increased to a most alarmmg extent: ., 

That the utiual ~hi\'l1Il11(S to and from t~li~ l\,rt" have. been JI\ no eOlElderablc 

d,C'grce suspended; the parties interested Clt!:e:' ~~!;il"llJa1'llg the probaule loss ,,; 
th";r 



II.-FrRTIIER P"\PERS RELATING TO 
thC'ir Goo(ls if attempted to be forwarded, or being unwilling ,to burthen them" 
~d\'es \\';[h the heavy additional charge of the present rate of lIl~l1l'ance: 

That this charae of insurance ba~ ~ra(luallv risen to so high a rate as to exceed 
twofold the amo;~nt at "'hich it ,,'as ~~ually effected en:l1 during !he Continental 
"'tH, \\ hen the BritIsh N"an-, engaged in the blocka'j.. of an lmmf:"n~e fmc of 
c{last, could not, as at present, direct its operations solely against the Xa,'al 
ft)J"c':' of the ..... merican enem.,,: 

That the captures recently' made in and neal' the, Saint George:s Channe), and 
at no cnlbiderable distance from tbis Port, I11U~t ennce the propnety, and IDdeed 
the necessity of adding a large number of cruizers to t!lO>~' hitherto ~mployed 
in the Irish Channel, for the protection of the Trade of tIus Port: 

That \w\\ever sufficient the s\'stem of convoy may be for long yeyages to 
rf'n:ntc part~ of the world, it wou'ld operate not as a benefit, but a,. a rU!DOllS 
burt hen and dog upon the most extensi\'e and advantageous I,~"ts 01 the Como. 
merce of this Cit\" namely the Coasting Trade, and that, WIth the Ports 01 
IreLnd. a species 'of Commerce "hich d~pf'nds entirely upGn the facilIty and 
ql1i<:'klle~s of communication between both Countries: 

That the ~rer('rl;lIlt,. Ship Owners, and other Traders of Bristol, observing 
that due respect to the constituted Authorities which lkS eyer charact':'!',zed 
them, determille to make their appeal through the accustomed and orlicial 
channel, and rdy with the most implicit confidence, that Your Lordships will 
gin' immediate attention and effect to their ~lemorial; and tI1E"- beg lea\"( to 
~ut't't',.t, that they adopt this mode of address, in order to iml;rt~·, L the more 
forl'ibly upon Your Lordships consideration, that the c:'mplaint thl')' nc.\\, lay 
belore You, is of the most serious importance to their interests, and requires, on 
the p::\rt of Your Lordships, an exertion (.'ommensu;8te "'ith the great weight, 
which it appears to Your Lordships ~Iemoriabts to po~sess, 

SIR, 

GiH'n at the Guildhall of the City of Bristol, this 13th day of 
Sel)tember IS q, at a General Meeting. 

(Signed) la' Fu.c!er, 
Mayor of Bristol, Chainnan. 

Admiralty Office, 16th Sept. 18 q. 

I IU \" E: recci\'ed and hJ before my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, 
your Letter of .\"(st('rda,\-·~ date, with the :'Iemorial from the :'Ierchants and Ship 
O\\"lwrs of F·'i.,I,,' which acc0mpanied it: And I am commanded hv their Lord­
ships t,) acquaint :")11. that the se\'cral points ad\'erted to in tl.e '\I~ morial have 
not f:li ll:~'1 t~ ,en!!ag-l' their seriou,s attention; but that, howen'\' desirous they may 
be l)t ~~tto\'dl\l~ ,~'kquate j'rt)tl'ctlOl1 to the trade of the ~femoi'iali,t~, and although 
a cOlh,kr:lble force has been and i~ now emplon'd on the Stati"Il': to which the 
~lemo~i,(lli'l' particularl .... adn:rt, their Lord~hii.~ not only do not concnr in the 
propl"lIlOn tint a n:l.ber of Cruize:'~ can alford complete protection acrainst the 
Ot'C'1'\.)llaJ ~ittell1pt~ of Pri\'atec-fs; but they are satisfied, on the contr~rv. from 
the experience of all fonner period~ of war, and particularly in the instance of 
ih~' ",),Hi,n:-:' trade, in the £\l~~i,h Channel, that nothing but a ~:-stem of Convoy· 
WI,] ;~tkrd the tk"lretl 1'l"otcCtlOll. 

Their Lortl"hips ha\"t' cOl\1mandell me further to st~1te, that, though they haye 
no power by la\\' to compel the ackpt!on of Convoys for the trade between Olle 
~)()rt and anuther (if the Fuited Kin;-u,)'r;, they ~ue newrtLt-],::-s des.irous of 
lr.::~·::~ such ,H:',lIH.:,'rnents for that purpose a~, upon comllnmication with 
the \:trch;~nts of Bristol, or of any other port, may be deemed proper and 
ne('e~~J :'\-. 

Their' tOi'll,h'ps LIke t:lis opportunity of stating to you, for the information 
of the :'It :::,':;.:. ,~t", that from the a· C('l1Iils which their Lordships ha\'e received 

• tI" f ' \' h ' ". 1,' (,'~(,l'IptlO~l 0 \"t'~st',:': \\' 11C h;1\l' formed the lar~e;;t proportion of the 
reet'!]t captures ~Il the Jr'l.S1i aud Bri.'.")! Channe15, it appears th:lt, if tlJ\:ir 
-'.L"tcr~ I~:ld .~\'atled 'li('m,:eh'~·s ?f Ilk C~m'oys appointed ['-'1' tht'"ir protection 
11 c'l1l For'::'l;n Port5, .or had 110t, 111 other Insiances, deserted from the Com-o\'s 
under '\'l;(~5t:' protection they had "a;~",d, bt:tore the final conclusion of tllP \oya<7'e, 
mallY,of tilt' ~.1rtt:~t'5 would not ha,'e been made, It is their Lurl:~ljips det~r­
.llla;,l11011, as 1,1r a~ tLey may be enabled, to bri!l; to puuishmeut th~ P,'!rtiC5 who 

may 
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may haye been gnilt.\T of such illegal acb, and \vhich arc attended with such 
injurious con~;c<Jl!('IIl"('s to the trade of the Countr\'. 

'To the observation made in the ~Iell1orial, as t~ the course of communication 
which the l\Ierchants of Bristol have adopted, my Lords command me to reply, 
that they are alwap happy to pay, tl\(' rcpre~entatiolls of so respectable a body 
as the l\Iercltants of Bristol, ('\'('1'y attention in their power. 

"'ith regard to the observations in your Letter, relati,'e to t.he fitting out 
~f Pri\'ateers in the French Ports, I am to stat<', that this matter has been long 
since the su~jeet of a communication, through the SI.'<Tl'tary of State for Foreign 
Affairs to the Frellch Government; which has been answered /Iv that Govern-
ment on satisfactory principles. . 

James Fowler, Esq. 
Mayor of Bristol. 

I am, &c. &c. 
(Signed) 

(C) 
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