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THE Reader will find in the few pages which are here offered to him 

nothing more than a plain and truthful stateffient of the advantages 

which the important colony of Canada presents to the British emigrant. 

It has been compiled with a view of affording such information upon 

the natural state of the country, and the position it has assumed since 

it became a part of the British dominions, as one premeditating a resi­

dence there would be desirous of acquiring, and which it is absolutely 

indispensable for him to know ere he travels thitherward with the hope 

of turning his labours to a profitable account. The Canadians have gone 

to a very considerable expense in forwarding to the Great Exhibition a 

large supply of the Natural and Manufactured Produce of the Colony; 

and it has been deemed advisable, by those interested in its welfare and 

{'uture success, to second their efforts by publishing some facts in con­

nection with these productions. The writer begs to acknowledge the 

assistance he has received from \\T. E. Logan, Esq., F.G.S., for his valu­

~ble remarks on the Minerals of Canada, and from A. Fergusson, Esq., 

for those on Agriculture: both of these gentlemen have been long resi­

dent in th~t country. He has also consulted with advantage Mr. T. C. 

Keefer's Prize Essay on "The Canals of Canada," and Mr. Warburton's 

.. IIochelaga, or England in the New World "-the work of an intelligent 

and observant mind. 

London, June4, 1851. 



CAN ADA. 
" The most powf'rful impression I received wa~ on turning nown into Canada 

and wandt"f.mg among the products ot that world Wt;' call Oul' coloniea; tho~t! 
strange gram.s, and WO?uS. and anil~a.ls; those barbarolls Iltl'H:-:.t!::i, arms, and 
orna.ments. mixed up WItt .. all the e\'ldenCe5 of English Ci\llil..ttioD; those works 
of hVl~g :<a\'"age I)Opu!atlOns-our f('llow-sllhject~! ~t'itht r tht, mass nor the 
perfectlOn of all that Birming:ham. and Sheffield, and ~la~t':hester contribute, 
gave me su~h a~ a\dul st:llse ot the power and the respoll::'ILility of England as 
these contnbutions of our remotest aud earlie:;t settlements to their oluriou~ 
:'tlother Country. u t:I 

" Wanderings in the Crystal PCI.lace"'-.drt-Jou'rnal, June, 1851. 

THE opening of the GREAT hDUSTRLl.L EXHIBITIO;S is an event destined 
to occupy no unimportant page in the fnture history of U reat Britain; 
but the reCOl d cannot appear as a simple hist."ical fact for the mere in­
formation of those who come after us; its influence will not have passed 
away with the tinal closing of the doors of the" l'rysLtl Palace;" nor will 
the.lessons it ha< taught, whether of l'(oud or of evil, be lost when the 
natlOns that have thus been called together have rcturned "each to his 
own home." The summons England boldly, though not ostentatiously, 
put f"rth has heen as boiilly and as promptly answered from every quarter 
of the habitable globe; ar.d, "iii;" the congregatcd masses of hurnall 
science, ingenuity, and labour are viewed by some only as examples of 
what the industry and kno"ledge of men are capable of accomplishing, 
and are are therefore regarded as objects of curiosit:v and of display; 
there are thousands who recognise in them a higher and worthier motive, 
and regard them as matters in which they themselves are individually 
interested, and from which, either directly or indirectly, they are looking 
for some ulterior benefit. It would be easy to point out a variety of ways 
hy which such advantage may be attained; but the object of this little 
work being a specific one, and addre,,-ed to a particular class, our remarks 
must be kept stnctly within the li:nits we have assigned ollrselves. 
Emigration now, as for years past, is occupying the attention of thomands 
of our fellow-countrymen, and there cannot be a douilt that a large number 
of those who visit the Exhibition will do so for the purpose of sel,in~ 
with their own eye. the productions of distant lands, and of acquiring 
some knowledge that may be practically available in those countries 
whither it may be their intention to migrate. Canada, from its com­
parative nearness to England, has long I,e,-n a favourite place of settle­
ment with the British emigrant, and it is with the "iew of offering some 
useful and available information upon the country to such as may enter­
tain an idea of settling there, that those interested in the welfare of this 
important colony are induced to put forth a few brief remarks upon the 
advantages it presents, and upon its natural and manufactured l'roduce 
as seen in the Great Exhibition. 

But, for the better understanding of the subject, it will be necessary to 
make some preliminary observations on the country itself, with reference 
to its particular locality, and on its climate. Canada occupies a space on 
the continent of N olth America of about 300 miles in len_~th from sou.th 
to north, by about 1000 miles in breadth. On the south, and partly on 
the east and west, it is bounded by the United ~tates, and on the north 
lily:other British possessions; it is difficult, however, to d~scribe its exact 
limits 80 as to render them eomprehensible without the aId of a map. It 
is divided into Upper and Lower Canada, but both are under the same 
rule of government, and are subject to the laws made by th~ ~nited 
members of the two divisions in one Legislature. The country IS mter­
sected by numerous rivers, which run either into the great lakes that septl,-
1'3te it on the south and on the west from the United States, or into, the 
St. Lawrence River, which joins these lakes with the Atlantic Ocean. 

b2 



4 CANADA. 

By means of the W~lland Canal, recently co~pleted at a vast expense!<> 
avoid the interruptIOns of the Falls of the Nlagara, between Lakes Ene 
and Ontario the navigation into the interior has been rendered practicable 
from the mo~th of the St. Lawrence to the head of Lake Huron, a dis­
tance of 1400 miles on Canadian waters, with 450 more on Lake Michigan, 
in the United States. Farther inland, Lake Superior, large enough to be 
worthy of the name of a sea, is navigable at certain seasons of the year; 
and, although the channel eXi.sting between it an~ Lake Huron is not 
available, a system of land carnage serves to supply lts place. 

The country lying to the north of Lake Superior, so far as it has been 
earefully explored, presents little .at~ractio~ to ~he settler; it is genera~ly 
dreary, its streams are small, and lt lS defiClent m wood fit for commerclal 
purposes. The climate is cold, though not lying in a higher latitude than 
Quebec, and game and esculent plants are exceedingly rare. The north 
and north· east shores of Lake Huron are moderately elevated and broken. 
On the former there is a breadth of about ten miles, of which the valleys 
and .lopes, yielding valuable wood and a good soil, :lre capable of settle­
ment, but the country in the rear is inferior; while, on the latter, the coast 
is rocky, but there is said to be land of good quality beyond. The tracts 
of country between the Lake Huron and Lakes Erie and Ontaria, and on 
the banks of the great St. Lawrence, to Quebec, are those which are more 
thickly populated, and where Montreal, Toronto, and all the principal 
towns are situated. 

The climate of Canada greatly resembles that of the north of Germany 
and the centre of Russia. The greater part of the country is covered with 
snow from two to four months in the year, and most of the rivers are filled 
with ice for nearly the same period, so as to stop the navigation; but, on 
the other hand, the summer is hotter than in European countries lying 
under the same latitude, and the climate is altogether more constant; the 
extremes, apparently so objectionable, rendering the natural productions 
of the country most varied. The strong and steady heat of the summer 
matures with great rapidity the most valuable plants and fruits, while the 
severe cold of the winter enables the inhabitants to combine the products 
of the northern with those of the southern climes. Thus the grape, peach, 
and melon come to perfection in Western Canada without the necessity 
of forcing; while wheat, which cannot be grown in Norway, ripens in 
similar latitudes of Eastern Canada. At Quebec apples and pears are 
abundant, but the peach and the grape do not succeed. At Montreal these 
fruits ripen; but in the districts surrounding Lake Erie grapes, peaches, 
and nectarines are produced in abundance and perfection. The purity of 
the air, and the absence of fogs at all times, mainly contribute to this 
resul t. All the vegetables grown ill England can be raised in Canada. 

Canada is strictly an agricultural country, three-fourths ofits inhabitants, 
011 the lowest computation, being engaged in farming operations. The 
grains principally cultivated are wheat, barley, oats, rye, Indian corn, and 
buckwheat; hemp, flax, and tobacco are also produced in many districts. 
'Ve shall, however, find occasion hereafter to enter at greater lenath upon 
this part of the subject. t> 

But one of. the great sources of the wealth of this country are its vast 
forests, covermg a large extent of the surface of the land, and yielding 
a~nually an abundance of the finest timber, not only of the commoner 
kmds, but of those adapted for ornamental purposes. This matter must 
also be enlarged upon in a future place. 

The domestic animals are nearly the same as our own-horses cattle 
sheep, and swine. The wild animals are bears, wolve», foxes, deer:moose~ 
deer, ~eavers, otters, &c. The skins of most of these are in much request 
~or artlcles o! apparel, and some ofthem are valued at a high price. Fish 
IS abundant m the numerous lakes, where a field of enterprise is at this 
~a~e almost untouc.hed. Cod is taken in various parts in great quan­
~ll1eS; and the herrmg and salmon fiRheries are also considerable. Some 
Idea may be formed of the value of the Canadian animals and their pro­
ductions when it is stated that in the year 1849 the amount of such ex­
ports reached £104,311, of which sum nearly .£90,000 worth went to the 
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United States; and the exports ari.ing from their fisheries were in the 
same year valued at £5806." 

:\IIXEIULS. 
The minerals of Canada arc both varied and important, and offer con­

siderable inducement. to the scientific settler. The country abounds in 
the ores of iron, consisting of the magnetic ami spccular oxides, and the 
hydrated peroxide or bo:; are. The first occurs in beds, sometimes 
reaching 200 feet in thil'kne.s, in a formation that sweeps thro'I"h the 
province from Lake Huron to Labrador, keeping at a variahle d[;.tance 
north from the left bank of the River St. Lawrence and its lakes, cross­
ing the ri"er at the Th Hsand I-hnls only below Kingston, to form 
a junction with a great peninsular.shapc(l area of the same, occupy in" a 
mountainous region in XurlhernXew York, between Lakes Champ~in 
and Ontario. "l'I,e produce of the are in pure metal generally ranges from 
60 to ,0 per cent. 'Yood fur fuel is in abundance near all its localities. 
8pecular iron are occurs in the township of :\Iacnah, where there is a 
valuable and i;np,,,·tant bed, and al;,) on the north .hore of Lake Hnron. 
Bog iron are 0"i·t, in large quantities in both sections of the province; 
it has been us€d for many years in the manufocture of iron. The cast­
iron stoves made from it at St. )'raurice bear a high charac'er through 
the country, being I '" liable ttl crack than thtlse imported, and specimens 
of the wrought iron produced there may now be scm in the E:,hibition. 

Lead ore is found in ~e\'l'ral parts of Canaul, about Bedford, 
Bastard, Fitzroy, and other places, and associated with copper on the 
Canadian shore of Lake Superior. In the latter locality silver has also 
been f.mnd with it. 

Copper exists in a variety of places on the northern and eastern shore~ 
of Lake S'lpl'ri"r, and the north shore of L Ike Huron, for a distance ex­
tend in" 400 mil ''', and in several islands of the archipelago which sepa­
rates :'{ eepigon Bay from the main bo'ly of Lake S11perior, &c. ~rnelting 
works have been established at the Bruce )'lines, allu a c~rgo of tough 
cake copper ha; been shipped for the United States. One of such cakes 
mw now be seen in the Exhibition. 

Xative gold exists in the Eastern Township., along the south· eastern 
side of the Green )I mntain r"nge, and in loeolities too numerous to 
mention, but nowhere in such quantities as to render the search for it 
desirable in comparison with the other metallic ores. Selected specimene 
from the workings of tile l'ha'l,l'c're ~!ining Company, weighing from a 
few grains to a quarter of a p'llIl1,I, and smaller pieces from other locali­
ties, contributed from the :,[u,,'um of the Geological Survey, have, 
however, been forwarded to the Exhibition. 

Many of the rocks and earthy minerals of the country are worthy of 
attention as commercially valuable. Among these In 'y be mentioned a 
pure white dolomite, and a nearly pure carbonate of magnesia; of stone 
paints, baryte-;; occur in large v(;ir'~ on Lake Sup~riort and in smaller, 
quantities about Bedford and Bathurst, as well as a great abundance of 
iron ochre", in many places producing several beautiful tints allied tn 
Sienna brn"'n. Lithographic stone is found at ~hrmora. wh;nce it 
appears to range about seventy miles towards Rama, on Lake 811ncoc. 
Of these there are specimens in the E"hibition. 

Of m~terials applicable to jcwdlcry, ,,;:; ,tcs and jaspar pebbles aboullu 
on Lake Superior and in other place.;, and j,"per is found at Sherbrooke. 
Amethysts occur on the north ,hore of Lake Superior, and hyacinths at 
Grenville. on the Ottawa. 'Vhite quartzose sandstone, SUitable for 
glass-making, exists in various parts of the province, and glass i,s made 
from it at Vaudrueil and St. John. Plumbago is found at Urenvllle, as­
bestus in Dalhousie, and large beds of pure soapsto~e in the eastern 
townships, well adapted for the lining of furnaces, balun~-stones, &c. 

~ It should be here stated that the sum.::: mentioned throughout this work .are stat,d 
in what the Cilladi.,ll'-' can" currency." An English sovereign is worth 10 Canau", 
£1. -ts. 40. ~ ~o that atl'liit one .. sixth must be dellucted from these severalliiums to gin' 
tbeir relative EDghsh \alue. 

b 3 



6 CANADA. 

Canada is not deficient in mineral manures, such as phosphate of lime 
about Burgess, Westmeath, and Hull. Gypsum ~ met wi~h along t~e 
course of the Grand River from Cayuga to Dumfries, and IS worke~ III 
various places. 'Vhen ground in mills it constit~tes a considerable artICle 
of trade for agricultural purposes. Shell marl IS a very abundant pro­
duction in numerou" parts of both sections of.the countrr: 

Various rocks of the country, such as gramte alld whitIsh trap, afford 
excellent millstones; and whetstones have been manufactured from bands 
oftalcose slate in Madoc, Stanstead, Hatley, &c. Roofing slates have been 
quarried in Frampton, and they occur in ground not ye.t ~orked about 
Kingsey and Halifax, and in greater !lbunda'.'c.e ?n the RIVIere du ~oup, 
in Jersev. Fla"stones are abundant m the vlclmty of Toronto and m the 
eastern iownships. Building ~tones of diff~rent 9-ualities may be .met 
with almost everywhere. Various useful kmds of marble are obtalOed 
at Macnab, Grenville, Phillipsburgh, St. Dominique, and other places, 
and seroentine abounds in the Eastern Townships. 

Peat 'occurs in some abundance in the fiat country on the south side of 
the valley of the Ottawa, and in a similar district on the south side of the 
St. La '\'fence. Coal has not hitherto been discovered, but this is amply 
atoned for by the existence of magnificent timber serving for fuel and all 
other purposes to which reference will now be made. 

WOODS AND FORESTS. 

All who are acquainted with the commerce of Canada are aware that 
her timber exportations form a very important item in it; and this will 
afford no matter of surprise when the Yariety of her forest growth is con­
sidered. Birch, oak, black walnut, hard and soft maple, ash, red rock 
elm, pine, bird's·eye maple, spruce, basswood, butternut, white oak, iron­
wood, tamarack, and others, are found in various places growing in luxu­
rious abundance; but the white and the red pine are what the Canadians 
chielly export. The valley of the Ottawa is one of the great sources of 
these two species, whence it is brought down the river, a distance of 660 
miles, to the shipping port of Quebec, in enormous rafts, some of which 
cover a superficial space of 80,000 feet. In Mr. 'Varburton's interesting 
and valuable work," Hochelaga, or England in the New "·orld," we find 
the following description of one of these huge fioating fields :-" For 100 
miles up the great ri~er the scene is the same, monotonous, if you will, 
but monotonous in beauty; the shores all along thickly dotted with the 
white cottages of the simple inhabitants. A short distance ahove Cape 
Rouge we met a large raft of white pin~, one of the strange sights of the 
St. Lawrence. It was about three acres of timber, bound together by 
clamps of wood into a solid stage; on this were erected five or six wooden 
houses, the dwellings of the raftsmen. The wind was in their favour, and 
they had raised in front a great number of broad, thin boards, with the 
fiat sides turned to the breeze, so as to form an immense sail. These 
fi.oating islands are guided by long oars; they drop down with the stream 
till they mee~ w!th the tide, then anchor when it turns, till the tide again 
~ome.s to theIr ald. They have travelled from many hundred miles in the 
~ntenor; by the banks of the far-distant Ottawa those pines were felled; 
In the depth of winter the remote forests ring with the woodman'R axe' 
the trees are lopped of their branches, squared, and dragged by horse~ 
over the deep snow to the rivers, where, upon the ice, the rafts are 
formed. 'Vhen the thaw in the spring opens up the mountain streams, the 
stout lumberers collect the remains of their winter stock with their well­
worn instruments, and on these rafts boldly trust themselves to the swol­
len waters." The largest white pine trees of the Ottawa are used for 
masts, and are of sufficient diameter to yield planks five feet in breadth 
free from sap. The largest pine tree will give logs of about 18 inche~ 
squa~e and 40 feet long. ~hite oak is another of the important com­
merCial woods of .Canada: It grows principally in the western division of 
the country, and I~ much .used both there and elsewhere for ship-building. 
A large plank, 26 lDches In breadth, of this wood is in the Exhibition. 
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From the same part of the province of Canada is chieH v derived the 
black ,,:alnut, the use of wh~ch for ornamental furniture m'ay be seen in 
the varIOUS manufactured artIcles contributed to the Exhibition. It also 
forms a considerable material in the interior decoration of houses, and, 
as it grows in immense quantities, the inhabitants can afford to export it 
freely, which they do, generally to the United States. 

The curled maple, bearing '0 strong a resemblance to satin-wood and 
the bird's-eye mapl?, both well adapted for ornamental purposes, are a'bun­
dant; the soft or sugar maple is not much used by the manufacturer, the 
proprietors of the land reserving it fur its yield of the matter from which it 
has acquired its name. Hard maple is made up into the be.t articles of 
common furniture, and, with the black and red beech, it is extensively im­
ported into the United States, where, as in Canada, it is used for similar 
purposes. These three kinds of wood and beech constitute the staple do­
mestic fuel of the Canadians; the lattcr wood affords a peculiar acid, lor the 
manufactur~ of which several establishments have recently been erected in 
the country. The presence of all the woods here enumerated is considered 
an undoubted sign of the soil being good snd fruitful; as is also that of the 
bass, or white-wood tree, gro"ing most extensi\'ely in both parts of the 
province, This kind i, much used for the pannels of carriages of every 
description, as well as for the interior of cabinetwork, and for some of the 
commoner domestic articles. The butternut tree is a sign of good dry land; 
it forms one of the best materials for veneering cabinetwork, as it is not 
liable to warp or crack. White spruce is almost exclusively applied to 
building purposes; it forms a considerable branch of pxport trade, large 
quantities of it, as well as of white pine, being sent to Europe and the 
United States. Samples of the hickory-wood may be seen in the various 
agricultural and mechanical implements in the Exhibition; its toughness 
adapting it, in a peculiar degree, for the handles of axes and tools of all 
kinds, for grain-cradles, &c. ; it is of sufficient impor!3nce to be made an 
article of export to Great Britain. 

This brief allusion to the principal trees that make up the vast forests of 
Canada will suffice to show thelT great importance to the settler in that 
country; and it is with this view that the Canadian authorities have 
been induced to contribute the various specimens that are placed in the 
Exhibition. 

The total value of the timber imported from Canada in the year 1849 
was £1,3~7,.s3i 15s. 4d. Of this vast sum upwards of one million's 
worth came to Great Britain, and the far larger portion of the remainder 
was sent to the United States. 

AGRICULTURE. 
Agriculture, as a science, it must be acknowledged, is almost, if not en­

tirely, unkno\\'n, or, at least, very partially developed; and it would 
scarcely be reasonable to expect it otherwise, considering the spontaneous 
fertility of the soil, and the desultory character of th?se :who have as­
sume I the business of farming. Men are not naturally mchncd to spend 
their means and their labour Itberally, where neither is required to make 
a profitabla investment; and the settler in Canada frequently finds that 
such an outlay of his capitol and his toil is not absolutely Ileedf~l, for no 
formidable difficulties present themselves in regard to the chmate aa 
affecting farming operations. The topographical position of r pper ~nd 
Lower Canada, in relation t'l each other, is apt to convey an llllprcsslOn 
of superior geniality as regards the latter. This, howeve!, i~ altogether 

-incorrect; in fact, the very reverse is the case. Both d,VISIOns of the 
pro\'ince possess advantages peculiar to themselves, and calculated, 
in a considerable degree, to equalize succes~ amo,ng the settle~s. ,As 
an example, we may in Upper Canada look 111 vam for peas r~vallmg 
those which Lower Canada grows in abundance, and of whl~h .he 
has sent such fine samples to the Exhibition. A pestilent lllsect, 
known as the" pea-bug," too often blasts the expectations of ~he U pp~r 
Canadian; while, as a set-off, he is more than compensated by h,S splendId 
crops of winter wheat. Although allusion has already been made to the 



8 CANADA, 

climate of the country, a few more extended remarks will not be deemed 
out of place here; and of th~ Mr. War?urton's book! before referred ~o. 
gives the following informatlOn :-" 'Vlth the exceptlOn of a very few b1t­
terly cold dayp, the winter is far from being disagreeable; the pure, dry. 
frosty air has at times a most exhilarating effect; and the blue, unclouded 
sky above relieves the ey~ from .the almos~ pain~ul monotony of t}le snowy 
earth. While the snow 1S meltmg away m spnng, the weather 18 usually 
beautiful and very warm. :rhen, when th~ young ~ummer fairly sets .in, 
nothillg can be more charmmg than the chmate, bnght and war~ uurmg 
the day with the air still pure and clear as ever; and the transltlOn from 
bare br~wn fields and woods to verdure and rich green foliage is so rapid 
that you can almost fancy you see its progress; while at night light frosts 
refresh the atmosphere, and brace the nerves relaxed by the delIcious 
warmth of the day. 

" To this succeed July and August, almost terrible in their intense heat; 
the reads and rocks so hot at midday as to be painful to the touch, and 
the strength of the direct rays of the sun even greater than in the tropics. 
but the night always brings a reinvigorating coolness, and the breezes of 
the morning are as fresh and tempered as in England. The autumn, or the 
• Fall,' as the C"nadians call it, rivals the spring in its healthy and moderate 
warmth, and far excels it in the beauty of the colouring which it bestows," 

It must be remembered that this eulogium in favour of the climate of 
Canada is not written by one who had an object of self.interest in paint. 
ing it in the most glowing colours, but by an intelligent and observant 
traveller who passed through the length and breadth of the land for the 
purpose of making himself thoroughly acquainted with all its peculiari­
ties, and of rendering a truthful report of what he saw and felt-a report 
which fully corroborates the accounts of other writers, both residents and 
visitors. The country, as a whole, is a valuable agricultural one, and it 
would be futile to speculate upon the supplies "he may furnish, should her 
farmers once become acquainted with and carry out the improvements of 
modern husbandry, so as to develop all her natural resources. Attention 
to these improvements is absolutely necessary, whatever natural qualities 
any country may possess; but, at the present time, it cannot be denied 
that the Canadian farmer is wofully addicted to slovenly habits, for, when 
crops fail, or fields become overgrown with weeds, instead of ridding the 
land of its rubbish, he lays his axe to a few fresh acres of the" bush," 
and so perpetuates the evil. This system will, however, no doubt come 
to an end by and by, as the population increases, and as land becomes more 
difficult to acquire. It is, perhaps, not too much to affirm that a finer 
traot of country for the operations of the industrious and intelligent agri. 
culturist is nowhere to be met with, bounded by the inland seas of Canada, 
while those mighty lakes and the giant rivers, and the canals connected 
with them, offer mill power and means of transport perhaps unequalled in 
the universe. On this point Mr. "Warburton says :-" To the emigrant 
from the British islands there is, perhaps, no place in the world offer ill " a 
better settlement than the eastern townships of Lower Canada. There "'in 
his log hut, with his wife and chilJren round him to cheer his labour :he 
may speedily cut out his indepenucnce from the magnificent forests, and 
possess the fertile land. In less than twelve months of patient toil enough 
is cleared for the production of sufficient potatoes and corn to place hIm 
beyond the reach of want, and set him in the road to competence. In 
Upper Canada also the prospects of the settler are not less encouraging. 
T.h~ Canada Company published a state men t a few years ago of the con­
ditIOn of the people at the settlement of Goderich' in ]829 was the first 
commencement; in 1840 six thousand people had ;stablished themselves 
there and made improvements in the lands, and acquired live stock to the 
amount of £242,287; nearly half of this was in the possession of families 
who had originally nothing, or, at most, some few of them had £10 to 
start with: the remainder was accumulated by people who had been 
sli~htly better off in the world. Most of the first settlers have already 
llald out also the full extent of their purchase. money, and are now 
1reeholders of the land. With a sulficient capital and extent ot land undu 
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cultivation to make it worth his while to devote his time to it, a man who 
understoo~, it would at ~mce be able t? live in. comfort and make money 
on a farm. The .q~ahty of the v~n?us grams commonly produced in 
the .co~try the vlSltor of the ExhibitIOn has ~bundant opportunity of 
testmg m the contents of the casks exposed to View. He will find there 
spring whea~, and ~utumn or .. fall" wheat, as it is termed; barley, oats, 
beans of varlOUS kmds, peas, flaxseed, clover, buckwheat, flour, Indian 
meal, hops, oatmeal; in short, everything, with many additions, which 
he would see in an English market town upon a market.day. The culti­
vation of flax is at present much occupying the attention of the Canadian 
agriculturist, and considerable rivalry exists as to the best method of 
preparing it for the manufacturer. 

In the year IR49 Canada exported agricultural produce to England to 
the value of £326,510 8s. 4d.; ); orth America received to the amount of 
£105,580 6s. 10d. ; and the United States to that of £388,~~1 Os. 9d. ; 
making-, with her exports to the West Indies, the gross sum of 
£821,6085,. lId. The increase during the past year was very large. 
And it must not be forgotten that this large amount accrues from a coun­
try not one· tenth or one-twentieth part of which is under cultivation, 
even of those localities best adapted for the operations of the farmer. The 
cry there is still for more culti valors. The thousands of emigrants con­
tinually passing thither are soon scattered over the vast terri·tories that 
lack inhabitants, and appear to make but little difference in the extent 
occupied. The solitary places and the wilderness have as yet found no 
civilized tenant in proportion to the number they could maintain. 

MANUFACTURES. 
It cannot reasonably be expected that a country like Canada, whose 

inhabitants are mainly occupied in procuring the necessaries of life, should 
have paid much attention to the production of its luxuries. Its social and 
domestic comforts are what man generally-and more especially an Eng­
lishman, and those of like disposition with him, as the Canadian-first 
looks for. ,'"hen he has gained this, and his circumstances permit it, he 
seeks after what will add to his mental and physical enjoyment. And 
thus it is we find the contributions of the industrial art of the Canadian 
consist more of the useful than of the ornamental, though there is no 
lack of the latter. Of the former we may instance as suitable for domestic 
and personal use the blankets, of a quality scarcely, if at all, to be sur­
passed in England; counterpanes, table-cloths, linens, carpeting, cloths 
of various kinds suited to the climate of the country, leather. &c. &c.; 
and among the ornamental we may point out the furniture adapted for 
the mansion of the wealthy; the carriages and harness, &c.; while the 
artisan and the mechanic will find in the specimens of tools of all sorts 
everything requisite for the promotion of his trade and manufacture, with 
a special reference to the peculiarities of the country. Nor will the 
scientific operative pass by this department of the Great Exhibition with­
out seeing in it something worthy of his notice to prove that there is here 
also room for the display of his skill in what relates to machinery and 
such matters, as the powerful and beautifully-constructed fire· engine, the 
model of a locomotive, models of bridges, &c. In short, the rapidly­
increasing population of this colony within the last few years has called 
into operation a corresponding increase in every description of its manu­
factures, and still the supply is unequal to the demand. There is no doubt 
that skilful and intelligent mechanics, men altogether of a superior class, 
would find there a wide and remunerating field for the exercise of their 
talents. It may be mentioned, as a proof of the value and extent of.the 
manufactures of Canada, that in the year 1848 she exported to the U mted 
States and other places goods to the amount of £30,000 and upwards. 

STATISTICS. 
The population of Canada, in proportion to the extent of the country, is 

not very large, hut it increases annually to a considerahle amount; this is 
reasonably to be looked for from the accession it receives from the numerous 
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emigrants wht!l take up their ~eside.nce tbere. The. census taken in 184& 
silo wed So population of 1,400,000 In the two PWVlnceS; that of. Lo .. ~r 
Canada. exceeding Upper by about 50,000. In lIl49-the number of Inhabi­
tants had incFeased to 1,582,000, equally distributed between the two 
provinces, and showing a surplus over the preceding year of 177,~O. 
This increase is so enormous that we are :'Ilmost compelled to doubt lta 
accuracy, seeing it amounts to about one-ninth of the entire population; 
rn.t k1i is so .tated in .. Scobie's Canadian Almanac" for 1861, a wonk at: 
good authority in the country. Nearly, if not .quite, one·half of the 
inhabitants, being descended from French 0: Insh ~ettler8, are of the 
Roman Catholic religion, whose church estabhshment IS nchly endowed; 
nor is the Protestant faith less liberally cared for both by the fl iends <>f 
the Endish Church, and by those who dissent from it; indeed, wher~ver 
a congregation exists able to support a place of worship, such an edifice 
will be found. 

In 1818 schools were generally established in Lower Canada under a 
settled system, supported by a grant from the provincial Legisbture; but 
in 1832 this grant was reduced, and the year after discontinued altogether; 
for a separate plv.u had been commenced in 1829, gi ving a school to every 
parish, under the rare of trustees elected hy the landMlders, who :were 
allowed to hold and manage the school property, and receive benefactlOns. 
At this time there were 1344 elementary schools in Lower Canada, besides 
a certain number of girls' schoolo, each attached toaRoman Catholic church. 
In 1836 two normal schools were established by the Legislature, and con­
siderable grants of money were made for the purpose of training teachers 
for thc cuuntry districts. In 1849 the number of schools in operation in 
Upper Canada, under what is termed the" Common School Acts," was 2871, 
attended by 138,405 children; and in Lower Canada 141 i schools received 
68,.j2~ children. It may, therefore, be remarked that throughout the whole 
of Canada, except in the remote and very.thinly settled districts, there 
are fair opportunities of ordinary useful instruction for everyone. The 
higher class of educational establishments it is unnecessary to refer II) 
hue, 8S they scarcely come within the scope of the object of this pamphlet; 
it is sufficient to state they are within reach of all who can avail them­
sel yes of them. 

The extent of the commerce of this important colony may be gathered 
from the following statement :-In the year 1849 there entered the port 
of Quebec 1328 vessds, measuring 465,088 tons; and the port of Montreal 
144 ves>els, mea<uring 37,425 tons; and tbere cleared 0utwards from the 
former place 1243 ships, measuring 481,227 tons; and from the latter 149 
ships, measuring 4u,377 tons. The imports consist chiefly of sugar. 
molasses, tea, ~obacco, wines and liquors, salt, fruits and spices,. salt and 
fl'esh meat, leather, oils, cotton goods, iron and hardware, woollens, linens, 
sHks, &c. &c., valued at £3,002,509; while the exports, the particul:us of 
wbich have been already given, amounted in the same year to £2,327,564. 
The Cmtom-house receipts average abou.t £800,000 annually, and up to 
the 31st October of last year, (the Government expenses and interest oi 
debentures having been paid,) there was a surplus of half a million 
currency to the credit of the revenue. 

Railmads, which have of late years done so much to bring" nations, peo.­
ple, and tongues" into frequent and rapid communication with each other, 
~ave not been forgotten amid the many improvements lately introduced 
mto Canada. The Great Western Railroad extends from Hamilton to 
Detroit, with a branch from London to Sarnia. and another from Hamilton 
to Lewiston, connecting the .great lines to Chicago al1d St. Louis with 
B~sto.n and New York, and WIth Toronto, Montreal. and Quebec; besides 
brmgmg down all the produce and COpPH are from Lakes SuperiQr and 
Huron. The Canadian Government has also consented to undertake a 
railway from Halifax to Quebec, a distance of 600 miles' this will be 
e:r:tended ~o Melbourne, in the Eastern Townships, and will fo~m a junction 
wuh the lme between Montreal and Portland, of which 100 mil~s is cam­
pleted. The canals, having nine feet of water, are open to Hamilton, and 
a vessell)f nearly 400 tons may sail from that port to the sea. 
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It may not be out of place to remark here, that the great canals on the 
St. Lawrence have opened up a route for emigrants to the western parts of 
Canada, and to all parts of tile U mted States of America borderinu on the 
great lake,., which posse~s considerable ~dvantages over that pr:viously 
used by the way of New"Iork and the Ene Canal. In the first place. the 
passage money ~o Quebec 1S generally less than that to New York, aud the 
distance from Engl:.md to the former port is shorter by about 250 m;les 
than to the latter; but the chief advantage is this, that emigrants, on arriv­
ing at Quebec, are at once placed on board large and commodious steam­
vessels whlCh convey them, without any delay, to their several places of 
destination; where,s, if travelling by way ofN ew Y urk, they are compelled 
to land, with all their luggage, ill that city; and are subjected, for a tllne, 
to all the ann"yances of 10dging-hollSe·keeper>, auents, &c. &c. After 
leaving K ew Yark they are cum'eyed by steamers 150 miles up the River 
Hudson to Albany, where they are transferred to boats on the Erie as far 
as Buffalo, a distance of ~G~ miles; the b"ats are towed by horbCs, so that 
the p3ssage occupies from eigM to tw days, while the passage from Quebec 
to Buffalo is completed within three days; first-class steamers conveying 
the travel:er to Lewi>ton, .;~o miles, and the rail way from Lewiston to 
Buffalo the remaining distance of 30 miles. Her Majo sty's Colonial Land 
and Emigratian Commissioners, referring to the St. Lawrence canals and 
steamers, observe that" they offer great "dvantages to emig1"ants proceeding 
to the IV eater" States, as they make the route of the St. Lawr.."ce mucJ, shorter 
and cheaper than by the way of the L"nited States." 

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 
Thanks to "arious concurrent eircumstances, the British farmer who 

emigrates to Canada may rest assured that nowhere will he be less sensible 
of having made a change of home thau by fixing himself there, especially 
in the western province, always premising the serious consideration whe­
tht!1" he should make a change at all. He must not be so unwis~ as to indulge 
in golden dreams of amassing wealth quickly, but he may confidently anti­
cipate an abundance of the necessary comlorts of life, and avoid wany of 
those anxieties concerning the future well- being of himself and his children, 
that, perchance,disturb his mind and depres, his energies here; at all even Is, 
he will escape the trials with which he has struggled to meet his engage­
ments to his landlord, who would relieve him if he could, but who is, pro­
bably, more willing than able to exercise leelings of kindness and con­
sideration. 

Little, indeed it may be said no, method or definite system is pursued in 
Canadian husbandry, and, in consequence, much evil has frelluelltly re­
sulted from growing wheat to excc.s. A judicious rotation will effect 
wonders, especially when combined with due attention to the products of 
the dairy, to improvement in the breed and treatment of live stock, and 
the composition and application of manure, hithcrto not unfrequently de­
posited upon the ice in place of the lan(l, and there lcft to float off in the 
spring, or else allowed to accumulate year after year, until it becomes 
necessary to erect new stables to ahare the nuisance. 

WhIle it will be found that Canada contains, comparatively, but a small 
portion of sterile land, there is yet a very considerable difference in the q ua­
lity of different distances. Clays of various degrees of tenacity; sands of a 
poor, and others of a fertile, natur·e; loan:sof a greater or less valuable de­
scription; swamps which, whenrlrained, will become fertile mead"ws: 
the.e, and many others, present themselves on every hand, and will com­
mand the attention of intelligent settlers. As one general rule, and as 
evincing the gracious ap,pointment of Providence, the quahty of the 
soil as we recede from the frontage sensibly improves in a measure 
more than sufficient to com,pensate the extra expense of transit. The 
land which is covered in a natural state WIth the maple, elm, beech, 
and other deciduous trees, surpasses in value that where the pine, 
or even the oak, constitutes the natural prodllct. And, as Sir Francis 
Head remarks, .. while every backwoodsman in America is oC"upY­
ing himself, as he thinks, 80lely for his own interest, in clearing his 
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location, every tree which, falling under his axe, admita a pat~h of sun· 
6hine to the earth, in nn infinitesimal degree Boftens and amehorates the 
climate of the vast continent around him." Canada lies upon a substratum 
of limestone, and the geological survey which for some few years paet has 
been in operation under the able superintendence of W. E. Logan, Esq., 
has been the means of pointing out her inexhaustible fields of gypsum, and 
various beds of rich marl, with many important mineral productions. 

The price of land varies of course according to relative advantages, as we 
find it does in England; such as buildings and improvements already in 
existence, convenience of situation, and produ~tive powers. As a general 
rule it may be said that, pr:8uming a 8imilarit~ of quality, freehold pr~. 
perty in land may be acqUired at a rate consIderably lower than It III 
customary to pay for one year'. rent of it in Britain. 

In becoming a Canadian settler, the British farmer, a little shy, perhaps, oC 
at once fixing himself in the" Bush," or uncultivated parts, may purchase 
a farm under improvement, provided he can command £1000 or £1500. 
Houses, fences, and, indeed, everything except the soil itaelf, may come far 
short of his preconceived notions, yet he will 600n discover, in all proba. 
bility, that he has made a fair bargain; one which .kill and capital, com· 
bined with industrious habits, ",,11 soon turn to good account. Some 
annoyances he must be prepared to meet with, but almost every change 
is subject to these: he must occasionally submit to substitute barter, or, 
as it is called, trade, for transactions in cash, and especially so when he is 
the seller; bllt, on the other hand, tithes are unknown, taxation is a mere 
trifle, wages by no means exorbitant. and sufficiently good servants, farm 
labourers, and mechanics may be found in all parta of the provinces. Soap 
and candles may be manufactured by the thrifty housewife without any 
troublesome visit from the exciseman. 

A British farmer will find some. difficulty in reconciling himself to the 
inferior qualityofthe live stock, w;th the exception of horses; still improve­
menta in the breed of cattle are aor.ually taking place, and useful stock may 
be obtained from a well-bred short-horn bull and a country cow carefully 
selected. Some uncertainty attends the growth of turnips, partly from a 
difficulty in procuring labourers at the critIcal period of transition from the 
smooth to the rough leaf, and partly from a scorching sun and the ravages 
of the fly; yet it is well for the agriculturist to try @ome swedes for his 
young stock. The potato and mangel. wurzel are of great value, and may 
be more readily cultivated by horse labour. It is also to be borne in mind 
in discussing the provisipn for cattle, that large supplies of bran and pollard 
may be procured from the extensive mills in most parta of the province. 

The pa.triotic example of the Scotch Highland and Agricultural Society 
has been followed in Canada, and the provincial Government and Legis. 
lature have been prompt and liberal in granting their aid. Both divisions 
of the province possess an association with large and well-supported ex­
hibitions; from these institutions great benefita may be looked for. At 
the University of Toronto there is a professor of agriculture, and an 
experimental farm is about to be attache.I; it is also in contemplation to 
establish a library, museum, and a veterinary school. 

With regard to *e political institutions of Canada, all that need here 
be stated is that tfiey closely assimilate to our own; a system of self. 
government, with uncontrolled fiscal regulations, has been wisely and 
generously conceded by the British Parliament. The entire administra­
tion of the colonial Post-office has been handed over to the provincial 
~egislatures_ The roads, in times past the greatest impediments to 
IDlprovement, are now consigned to the district councils, for the people to 
alter or amend as they may deem requisite for their convenience. In 
shor~, every intelligent and unprejudiced inhabitant of Canada freely 
admIts that the country has been kindly and hberaily dealt with by the 
parent state; and the disinterested conduct of the Imperial Parliament 
can scarcely fail to maintain the loyalty and attachment of this fine terri­
tory, one of the brightest jewels in the British crown. 
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