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Correspondence between the Secrctary of State
and David M. Lrskine, esq.

MR. ERSKINE TO MR. SMITH,.

Washington, April 17, 1809.
SIR,

I HAVE the honor to inform you that I have
reccived his majesty’s commands, to represent to the
government of the United States, that his majesty is
animate d by the most sincere desire for an adjustment
of the differences which have unhuppily so long pre-
vailed between the two couutries, the recapitulation
of which might have a tendency to impede, if not
prevent an amicable understanding.

It having been represented to his majesty’s govern-
ment, h.t the congress of the United States, in their
procecdings ac the opening of the last session, had
cvinced on intention of passing certuin laws, which
would place the relations of Great Britain with the
Uniied States upon an equal footing, in all respects,
with the other belligerent powers 3 T have accordingly
received his majesty’s comiands, in the event of
such lans taking place, to offer, on the part of his
m.jesty, an honorzbie reparation for the aggression
committed by-a Bricish naval officer, in the attack on
the United Srates fiigure Chesupeake.

Counsidering the act passed by the congress of the
United States on tie st of Murch, (usually termed
the non.intercourse act) as having produced a state ..
of equality in the relations of the two belligerent
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powers with respect to the United States, T have to
submit, conformably to instru~rinns, for he coaide.
ration of the American government, such ternis of
satisfaction and reparation, as his majesty is induced
to believe will be accepted, in the same spirit of con-
ciliation with which they arc proposed.

In addition to the prompt disavowal made by his
majesty, on being apprized of the unauthorized act
commitied by his naval officer, whose recall, as a
mark of the king’s displeasure, from an highly im-
portant and honorable command immediately ensucd;
his mujesty is willing to restore the men forcilly
taken out of the Chesapeake, and if acceprable to the
American government, to make a suitable provision
for the unfortunate sufferers on that occasion.

I have the honer to be, with sentiments of the
highest respect and consideration,
Sir,
Your most obedient,
Humble servant,

(Signed) D. M. ERSKINE.

Hon, ReBERTY Sanrit, ¥'c, &'c. &

MR. SMITH TO MR. ERSKINE.

Department of State, April 17, 1809.
SIR,

I have laid before the president your note,
in which you have, in the name and by the order of
his Britannic majesty, declared that his Britannic ma-
jesty is desirous of muking an honorable reparaiion
for the agoression committed by o British naval officer
in the attack on the United States frigate the Chesa-
peake; that in addition to his prompt disavowal of -‘l}e
act, his majesty, as a mark of nis displeasare, Jid
immediately recnil the offendiug offi o fom u highiy
important and honourable commund, wnd that he is
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willing to restore the men forcibly taken out cf the
Chesapeake, and if acceptable to the American go-
vernment, to make a suitable provision for the unfor-
tunate sufferers on that occasion.

"T'he government of the United States having, at all
times, entertained a sincere desire for an adjustment of
the Qi rences, which have so long and so unhappily-
subaist-d between the two countries, the president
cannot but receive with pleasure assurances that his
Britsnnic mujesty is animated by the same disposition ;
and that he is ready in conformiry to this disposition
to make atonement for the insult and aggression com-
mitied by one of his naval officers in the attack on the
Unired States frigate the Chesapeake.

As it appears, ot the same time, that in making this
offer, his Britannic majesty derives a motive from the
equality now cxisting in the relations of the United
States with the two belligerent powers, the president
owes it to the occasion and to himself to let it be un-
derstnod, that this equalify is a result incident to a
state of things, growing out of distinct considerations.

With this explanation, as requisite as it is frank,
T am authorized to inform you, that the president ac.
cepts the note delivered by you, in the name and by
the order of his Britannic majesty, and will consider
the same with the engagement contained thercin,
when fulfilled, as a satisfuction for the insuli-and injury
of which he has compluined. ’

Bat I have it in"express charge from the president
to state, that while he forbears to insist on a further
punishment of the of ‘nding officer, he is not the less
sensible of the justice and utility of such au cxumple,
nor the less persuaded that it would ‘best comport
with what is due from his Britannic majesty to his
own honor,” -

I have the honor, &ec. &c.
(Signed) R. SMITH.

Flon. D. M. ERsK1INE, e, . e, Washing o,
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MR. ERSKINE TO MR. SMITH,

Washington, April 18, 1809.
SIR,

) I have the honor of informing you, that his
majesty, having been persuaded that “the honorable
reparation which he bad caused to be tendered for
the unauthorized attack upon the Anierican frigate
Chesapaake. would be accepted by the goverment of
the United Stores in the same spirit of conciliation
with which it vus proposed, Lus instructed me to
express his satisfac.ion, should such a happy termi-
nation of that affiir tuke place, not only as having re.
moved a painful cause of diffirnee, but as affor du.g
a fair prospect of a complete and cordial understand-
ing being re cstablished between the two countries.

The favorable change in the relations of his majes-
ty with the United States, which has been produced
by the act (usndlly termed the non-lntercourse act)
passed in the last session of congress, was also anti-
cipated by his majesty, and has c*ncour'm(d a further
hope, that a reconsidcration of the existing differ-
ences might lead to their satisfactory adjustment.

On these grounds and expectations, I am instructed
to communicate to the American government, his
majesty’s determination of sending to the Unitcc
States, an eavoy extraordinary invested with full
powers to conclude atreaty on all the points of the
relations between the two countrics,

In the mean time, with a view to contribute to the
attainment of so desirable an object, his majesty
wouid be willing to withdraw his orders in council of
Jangary and November, 1807, so far as respecis the
United States, in the persuasion that the pres: wlent
would issue a proclamation for the renewal of the in-
tercourse with Great Brxtdm, and that whatever dif-
ference of opinion should arisc in the intcrpretiion



6

of the terms of such an agreement, will be removed
in the propnsed ncgotiation.
I have the honor to be, with sentiments of the
highest consideration and esteem,
Sir,
Ycur most obedient, humble servant,
( Signed) D. M. ERSKINE.

Fonorable Rodert Smith, &'c. &, O'c.
e
MR. SMITH TO MR. ERSKINE.

Department of State, April 18, 1809,
SIR, ’ '
Ti1% note which I.had the honor of receiving
frcm you this duy, [lost no time in laving before
the precxdenr, who bung sincercly desirous of a
eatisfactery adjustmcnt of the diffirences unhappily
existing betweon Great Lritain and the United States,
hasauthorizid n.2 toassure you, that he will meet with
a dispeation correspondcnt with that of his Britan-
nic mojosty, the deleimination of his majesty to send
to the United States a special envoy, invested with full
noviers to conclude a treaty on all the points of the
relations tetween the two countries,

I am further authorized te assure you, that in case
Lis Eritaunic majesty should, in the mean time, witha
diaw bis orders 1 council of Junuary and November
1€07, so far as respects the United Stat=s, the pre-
ident willnot il to issue a proclamation by virtue of
wnihority and for the purposes specified in the
c¢leventh section of the statute, commonly called the
non-micrecurse act,

N
1%

— -

_ I have the honor, &c. &ec.
.[Sg;zcr/j R. SMITH.

ME, ERSKINE TO MR. SMITH.
‘ Washington, April 19, 1809.

il
i
iy,

—

D
. In conscanence of the acceptance, by the
presiaent, as stated 1o your letter dated the 18th inst.
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of the proposals made by me on the part of his majesty,
in my letter of the sume day, for the s wal of the
crccurse between the respective countries, I am
authonized 10 dvclare that his majesty’s orders in
council of Junuary and November, 1807, will have
been withdrawn, as respects the Unded States, on

the 10th diy of June next.
¥ have the honor to be, with great recpect

and consideration,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,

(Sioned ) D. M. ERSKINE.

Hon. Kopery Luira, &, &%, e,

MR. SMITH TO }MR. ERCKINE.
Department of State, +i ril 19, 1809,
SIR,

Having laid before the president your note of
this day, containing an assurance, that his Britannic
majesty will, on the tenth day of June next, huve
withdrawn his orders in council of January and
November, 1807, so far as respects the Uniicd Hies,
I have the honor of informing you that the president
will accordingty, and in pursuance of the eleventh
scction of the statute, cominonly cailed the non-inter-
course act, 1ssu€ a proclamation, so that the trade of the
United States with Great Britoin may on the same day
be renewed, in the ma:ner pro- iled inthe said section.

I have the houor, &c. &e.
(Signed) R. SMITH.

By the President of the United States of
America.
A PROCLAMATION.
WHEREAS it is provided by the 11th section ct

the act of congress, entitled  An act to interdict the
sal 3 Ve < apel
commercial intercourse between the United States and!
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Great Britain and France, and their dependencies,
and for other purposes;”” that ¢ in cuse eith-r Fiance
or Great Britain shall so revoke or modify her cdicts
as that they shall cease to violate the neutral com-
merce of the United States;” the president is au-
thorized to declare the same by proclamation, after
which the trude suspended by the said act, and by an
act laying an embargo on all ships and vessels in the
ports and harbours of the United States, and the seve-
ral acts supplementary thereto, may be "rencwed with
the nation so doing. And whercas the honorable
David Montague Lrskmc, his Britannic majesty’s
envoy e\tmormnar) and minister plempotentldr) has
by the order and in the name of his sovereign declared
to this government, that the British orders in council
of January and November, 1807, will have been with-
drawn as respects the United States; on the 10th day
of June next.

Now THEREFORE, I, JANMI'S MADISON, Pre-
sident of the United St ates, do hereby prod.um that
the orders in ecuncil aforesaid, will have been with-
drawn on the said tenth day of June next; after which
day the trade of the United States with Great Biitain,
as suspended by the act of congress above mentioned,
and an act laying an emb'ugo on all ships and ves-
sels in the ports and harbours of the United States,
and the several acts supplementary thereto, may be
renewed.

Given under my hand and the seal of the United
States, at Washington, the nineteenth day of
{L.. 8.)April, in the year of our Lord, one thousand
eight hundred and nine, and of the indepen-

dence of the United States, the thirty-third.

JAMES MADISON.
By the President,
Rr. SMUTH. Secretary of State.
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