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Correspondence belioeen the Secretary of State 
and Va·vid JlL Erskine, esq. 

) 

MR. ERSKINE TO Mr... Sl\fITH. 

IVashingtoll, April 17, 1809. 
SIR, 

I HAVE the honor to inform you that I have 
rect'ivcd his majesty's commands, to represent to the 
government of the Un!ted State~, that his n~ajesty is 
animall d bv the must SllJccre deslre for an adjustment 
of the differences \\hich have unh.lppi!y so long pre­
vailt"d 1;('[\\"cel1 the hyo cou\ltries, the recapitulation 
of \\hich might ha\'c' a tendency to impede, if not 
prevlIlt an amicable undcrstandi!lg. 

It h.tvillg been repn:scnted to his majesty's govern­
ment, h.J1 the cllngres'i or the United St3tes, in their 
procel'dings He the upening of tht' last session, had 
c\ incf:ll an intention of passil1F; ccr::.Jin Lnvs, which 
\vGuld place the relathns of Great Britain ,,,itll the 
Ulliu:d States upon an t'qu~lI fOOling, in all respects, 
wilh the other belligerent powns; I have ac:::ordingly 
rt"cein'd his majesty's com;11 '1llds, in the event of 
Stich hi\\ S taking place, to off~r, pn the part of his 
m.jt'~ty. an hO:lOrab:e r~paratioll for the aggres-ion 
cumrlliw.:d by a 13ri.i,h naval officer, in the attack on 
the Unitf'd St~ltl'S 11 i~~:!(:' Che"~lpeake. 

<;o'15i~kring the,act passed Ly the congress of the 
UnHed Sla!(;s on tlle lst of M:lrch, (usually termed 
the 1I0[]· intercourc,e act) as havincr produced a state . 

~ ~ 
of equality in the relations of the two belligerent 
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powlers with respect to the United ~tat('s, T have to 
submit, conform::llll.,· to instrU"'i')!1s, for h,' C'l J ,;(k. 
ration of the American government, such tt'; n', of 
satisfaction and reparation, as his majesty is i"dL:cc(1 
to believe" ill he acceptcd, ill the s<lme spirit of con­
ciliation with \yhirh they :irc prop()~ed. 

In addition to the prompt disavowal made by his 
majesty, on being <lpprizcrl of thc unauthorized act 
commit:ed by his naval officer. whose r(,(·all. as a 
mark of the king's displeasure, from an highly im­
pOI-ta'lt and hOllorable command immediately enslltd; 
his majl'sty is willillg to restore the men f .. rciLly 
taken Ollt of the Ches::lpeake. and if acceptable to I he 
AmericalJ government, to makc a suitable provision 
for the unfortunate sufferers all that OCC<lsirJll. 

I have the honor to be, with selltiments of the 
highest respect and consIderation, . 

SIr, 
Your most obedient, 

Humble sernnt, 
(Signed) D . .1\1. ERSKINE, 

:l\lR. SMITH TO Mit. ERSKINE. 

Department of State, April 17, 1809. 
sm, 

I have laid before the presidellt your note, 
in r.hich \'OU llJve, in the name and by tht' order of 
hi" Britan~1ic majesty, declared that hi!'> 81 iWllnic ma­
Jesty is de,>iro~s of mdl~ing an h()ll~r~t~le r(:'para~ion 
for the <l"'''T,':-''';U,1 commItted by <J Bntbll naval ofnct:r 
in the ;t~ack all the United ~tates frig;lte the C1,'S;1-

Pl~'!~':; that in addition to hi~ pr~mpt di~J\'o\v.ll of '~e 
act, hi" majesty, as a m.trk 01 ;'i~ d1.~:'I''';d..,ur(:', did 
immcdiJtdy r--:c'lil the ofi:·lJclillg ofu 'c; f (;:Ti J hi~h;y 
important and honourable l;>Jmlll,md, '!IId dIm he is 



willinO' to restore the men forc.ibly taken out cf the 
Cht",>:~)eake. and if acc~ptable to .t~e American go. 
vernment, to make a smtable provIsIOll for the un10r­
tun.!te sufferers on that occasion. 

The government of the United States haying, at all 
times, entertained a ~incere desire for an adJust:ntr.: of 
the diff rences, which !lave so long and so unhappily 
sub,ist·d between the two countries, the president 
Call1l0~ but receive with pleasure assurances that his 
Brit.J11llic :nl}'sty is animated by the same: disposition; 
311d that he i.., ready in conformity to this disposition 
to make atonement for the insult and aggression com· 
mitt<:ci hv one of his naval officers in the attack on the 
United States frigate the Chesapeake. 

/\.., it appears, at the same time, that in makil1;2," thi~ 
offfl", hi~ Britannic majesty derives a motive from the 
eq'J,llity now cxi<;rill:~ in the relations of the United 
States with the two belligerent powers, ~he presidf'lIt 
owes it to the occa~ion :1nd toltimself to let it be un· 
ders\()od, that this equ:1lity . i·-; a result incicknt to a 
state of thing's, growing out of distinct conc.iderations. 

\\lith this explanation, as requisite as it is frank, 
I am authorized to inform you, th:lt the pre:,ident ac. 
cepts the note delivered by you, in the name and by 
the order of his Britannic majesty, :111d will consider 
the same ",ith the ellg~lgement contained therein, 
when fu lfilled, as a satisbction for the insult-and injury 
of \\ hich he has complJined. . 

Bta I ha\'e it in' express charge from the president 
to sl:1te, that \\bile he forbears to insist 011 :l farther 
punishment of the 0;1' 'nc1illg- oilicer, h~ is not the less 
sensible of the justice and utility of such 3: I C::,~l!n pIe, 
nor the less pcrsuadtl1 that it would best Cm,ll'Ort 
\vith what is due from his Britannic m:1jesty to hi" 
own honor. 

I have the honor, &:c. &:c. 
(Signed) R. S:',lITfL 



.~IR. ERSKINE TO MR. SMI't'H. 

Trashington, April 18, 180v. 

SIR, 

_ I have the honor of informing you, that hi::; 
majesty, haying been persuaded that the honorable 
reparation \\ hich he h,ld caused to be tendered for 
t!W unautborized attack upon the A Ill'~rican frii2;'itt' 
Chl-~"f'l ~,ke, would be accepted by tlK- gU'.'li":llllL'lll of 
thc United St",, __ ~ in the same ~i:!irit ,}C conciliation 
with which it \', ~\s propo~ed, L~ il~structed me to 
express his '>ati"r,\c i(JII. ~houid such a hapvy tenni­
nati,"'m of tho:! uff.lir take pbce, not only as haying reo 
moved a painful l':IU~, of ddt:. n IIC,', hut as aflordill:; 
a fair prospect of a complete ;mel corJial understa:'cl, 
ing- being re c~td)lish('d b(:tween the two COlll~tries. 

The [a\'or,lblL- ch;mge in the rehttions of his majes­
ty with th<:' United States, which has been produced 
by the act (usually tcr:m:d the nonintercourse act) 
passed in the last session of COI~~:n:~s, was also anti­
cipated by his majesty, and has encouraged a further 
hope, that a reconsid(-ration of the ex istill~ differ­
ences might lead to their sltisfactory adj ustmcnt. 

On thc~e grounds and expect,ltioIlS, I am instructed 
to cowmunicate to the Americ:1I1 government, his 
majestY'5 determination of sending to the Unitl(, 
States, an envoy extraordinary invested with full 
powers to conclude a treaty 011 all the P0;:its of ~Lc 
relations between the two countries. 

In the mean time, with a view to contribute to the 
attainment of so desirable an object, his majesty 
WOI ::d be '.\i~ling to \vithdraw his orders in cOUIlI"il of 
Jan!Jary and November, 1807, so far as respech the 
United States, in the persua~ion that the prcs~ck"t 
would issue a proclamation for the renewal of the in­
tercour!:le with Great Britain, and that whatever dil~ 
fermee of opinion should arise in the intC1 pre'~,:i()_~ 



01" the terms of such an agreement, will be removed 
in the pre.posed negotiation. 

I have the honor to be, wi~h sentiments of the 
II!:.: !lest consideration and esteem, 

U Sir, 
Your most obedient, humhle servant, 

(Signed) D. M. ERSKINE. 
Hononlble J:dert Smith, /.:fe. tt. /.:fe. 

= 
M]c. S:'fITH TO ~[R. ERSKINE. 

DilWDilC:lt 0/ State, April 18, 1809. 
SIR, 

Tll~,: note ,,,hich lhad the honor ofreceiving 
frem YClI this (br, I bst no time in laying bdixe 
the pIT' :',]clli, ", he) IJemg sincerely desirous of a 
;:1ti-,l~lC:lr~' Jcljl:',irilcnt of the difKrences unhappily 
cxis;i!l;~ bom'<'1l Great Eritain and the United States, 
has autho,'izullL' to assure you, that he ,,,ill meet with 
a dispc"ltiol1 Cr'iTcsponclcnt with that of his Britan­
nic n ;;j. ·,ty, tIle (lL':U mil ::Illcrl of his majesty to send 
to tlj~ LJ ;I:t:::d,~,;tates a special envoy, im estt:d with full 
:K.'", ers to conclude a treaty on all the points of the 
1<+tioLS Lc\\'Ccn the two countries. ' 

I am further authorized tn assure you, that in case 
1:i'i D,'i'Z1idiic J11.1jc'Sty should, in the mean time, with. 
(;r;m hi:; or·:lcrs in council of J.ll1uary and November 
H07, so f.r as respects the United Stlt'S, the pre­
~.i':(N 'lrilllwtbl to isslleaproclJmationbv virtlleof 
tlle ~,I1:L(jrity Z1nd for the purposes specified in the 
<::C'vlnth ~cction of the statute, commonly called the 
!lon-in :lrC011rSe act. 

:31 ii, 

I have the honor, &c. &c. 
( Sj;;cd) R. SMITH. 

J.II:, ERSKINE TO MR. SMITH. 

!Faslzington, April 19, 1809. 

., In cnr;·<'r;I~e,IlCe of the acceptance, by the 
Irc,lc;cl1t, as s[,;ter,l m your letter dated the 18th iust. 



?fthe proposal~ made hy me on the part of his n1:ljl:sl:" 
m my letter ot 'he same (Ly, for the fI ii, \\al or ~hc 
illinli urst' bCt\\lCn tlk' r~~pecti\L' coul!tric" 1..:111. 

aUlhoJ:IZ< cI to IkeLtl,," th~:t his majc:,t\'" ordns in 
COl/fICd, of Ltilidry al~d Novcll1h~T, ISO';', \\ill havc 
bcell \\ 11 hd 1:1',1'11, as n:"p',,,-, h the U lJi [ld SUk :;, on 
the 10lh d~:) (.(' June I~l;~t. 

.!. have :he hflIlor to IX', "ith great 1'C',pect 
:llltl consideration, 

Sir, 
Y Ollr most c,beclient St'!T,:n·, 

(Si[{71cd) D. ~.J. U~~;KL\JE. 
Hen, ROBE::R'I':'" .Ill'1'R, Gc. €!te. €!te. 

1I1R. SM I TH TO ,'.r R. E R ~I: Df E. 

DtjJartmell! of Statc, LJ~:ri! 19, 1809. 
SIR, 

Having laid before the president your note of 
this day, COlltalilillg an assurance, lh-lt his Britannic 
majesty \\ ill, on the tenth 0<.1)' of J lin': next, bwe 
,\vithdrdwll his orders ill cOUllcil of J<.lilli,:l'\' and 
NuVt,ruber, Ib07, so far as respects the Unitld :~,;,;:cs) 
I have the honor of informing- you tint the president 
will accordingly, and i:1 PliISUdilce of tl~c elevcnth 
seetionottht statute, commolll\' calkd the non-inter­
cour::.c act, ISSUe a pruclam,llion; so that the track of the 
United States "ith Gre,;t BI i:.·in may 011 the same day 
be renewed, in the ma;'ner pre", :':cd in the said section. 

I have the hOllor, &c. &c. 
(Signed) H.. SMITH. 

By the President if the United States if 
America. 

A PROCLAMATION. 
WHEREAS it ii provided by the lIth section at 

the act of congress, entitled" An act to interdict the 
commercial intercourse between the Un;!(,d States ~nd 



0;'C:1t Britaiil and France, and their dependencies, 
and for other purposes;" that" in ca~c eilh',1 FrJllce 
or Great Britain shall so revoke or modify her edicts 
as thel t th(:'\, sh:1ll ceJ~je to violate the neutr<ll com­
merce uf the Ollitcd States;" the president is au­
th0riz("d t,) declare the same by proclamation, after 
which the tL:c1(' suspended by the Selic! act, dnd by an 
act bying an embargo on all ships and \'l'sseb in the 
ports and harb,)lIrs of the United States, and the st-ve· 
r;d Jets slIpplcmel,tllY thereto, may be renewed ,vith 
the nation so doing. And \\hcrl'as the honorable 
David Montague Erskinc, his Britannic majesty's 
el1m" extraordinary and millister plenipotentiar), haE 
by the order and in the name of his sovtreign declared 
to this government, that the British orders ill council 
of January aild November, 1807, \\ ill have been with­
drawn as re~pects the Ullited States; on the 10th day 
of J line next. 

1\ow THEREFORE, I, JAMES MADISON, Pre. 
sident of the United States, do hereby proclaim, that 
the orders in council aforesCliu, will have been with. 
drawn on the said tenth day of June next; after which 
day the trade of the United StCltes with Great Br itain, 
as suspended by the act of congress above mentioned. 
and an act laying an embargo on all ships and ves­
stls in the I,orts and harbours of the United States, 
~lJ1cl the sever~\l acts supplementary thereto, may be 
renewed. 

Given under mv hand and the seal of the United 
States, at \Vashington, the nineteenth day of 

(L. S.)April, in the year of our Lord, one thousand 
eight hundred and nine, and of the indepen­
dence of the United States, the thirty.third. 

JAMES MADISON. 

By the President, 

RT. ~~\nTH, Secretar] 0/ State. 
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