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NARRATIVE, &

R. ROBERT FORBES, not being a na-

tive of Canada, but having refided there fe-

veral years, was defirous of being where he might

have a more frequent opportunity of affociating with
his own countrymen.

He and his wife had premeditated a removal to
the United States of America, when falling in com-
pany with three men, by the names of Midftaff,
-Pancake, and Chriftian, they were induced, by
their infinuaticns, to undertake the journey by
land : the faid Midftaff engaging, for a certain fum,
that with the affitance of the other two, he would
conduct them, in twelve days time, to the fettle-
ment on Kennebeck River.

Mr. Forbes’ neighbours endeavoured to diffuade
him from the attempt, not only on account of the
length and difficulty of the way, but becaufe there
was a poflibility of his being deferted by his guides
in the midit of the wildernefs.

Neverthelefs, being determined on a removal,

and having paid to Midftaff a large ftipulated fum
for
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for that purpofe, on the feventeenth day of March,
A. D. one thoufand feven hundred and eighty-four,
they entered upon this unfortunate journey.

From Nouvelle Bois, on the river Chadore, they
took their departure. The men and Mrs. Forbes,
(who was then pregnant), and Mr. Forbes’ fon John,
a lad about thirteen years old, on fnow fhoes.

Their provifions and other effeds, together with
four children, viz. Mary, about feven years; Peg-
gy, about five; Catharine, about three; Robert,
about fifteen months old, they undertook to haul
on Indian fleighs, or hand fleds.

In this manner, but with great difficulty, they
purfued their way eight days; and on the ninth,
being obliged to leave the river which they had fol-
lowed hitherto, and whereon they had travelled
fome part of the time, they found the country fo
broken with large and deep gullies, and fo rough
and mountainous, that they concluded it next to
impoflible to proceed any further with the fleighs.

Here they were obliged to make a halt; and af-
ter a fhort confultation, having firft erected a fmall
camp, to leave the woman and children in, they
took the chief part of their provifions, and as much
of the reft of their baggage as they were able to car-
ry on their backs; and leaving the woman and chil-
dren, about ten o’clock in the morning, fet out in
queft of Meconick Pond, otherwife called Lake
Chadore, expetting to return the next day. But
meeting much difficolty, they did not reach the
pond until the next day about three o’clock in the
afternoon. ‘ :

Here being much fatigued, they left their bag-
gage; and Midftaff having had fome previous no-
tice that there was an Indian refiding not far from
thence, went in quelt of him to the other fide of the

:
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pond, where they found an old camp, without in-
habitants; and there they encamped that night.

The next mcining, being Sunday, the twerty-
feventh day of March, they croffed the pend buck
to where they had kft their basgage. When, to
the great aftonithment of Mr. Ferbes, his pilet and
the othcr two, taking to themfelves the provifiens,
and his other effefts of any coniiderable confequence,
frankly told him, that thcv were determined not to
return with him to his ﬁmnl) : and that they muit
now leave him, and mule the beft of their way
through to Kenrebeck.

This may well be fuppofed to be fhocking indend
to one who was already difcouraged and difhearton-
ed. ¢ This,” faid he, ** ftruck me to the heart,
¢ and filled my eyes with tears; it confirmed what
“ my neighbours had repeatedly mentioncd am org‘f
¢ their fears of what might happen to myic!f and
¢ family.””

Notwithftanding his importunities, his meft ear-
nelt entreaties and folicitations, they would not be
prevailed upon to continue any longer with him;
but, leaving him only one axe, a fmall tirclock, and
twe loaves of biead, they departed.

With a heavy heart did this unterturats man then
make the beft of his way back to his fumily ; where
ke arrived that evening, with the forrowful tidings.

Here were they left in the wide wildernels, tlran-
gers to’the couniry, deflitvee of provifiuns, and
without a compafs; cichi days journey from the
inhabitants in Canada, and how far from any other
fettlement they knew not; probably not lefs than
one hundred and fifty milos.

The wife and fon had laboured under the moft
terrible apprehenfions during Mr. Forbes’s ablence,
efpecially feeing he did not return at the time ap-
pointed. Their fears had aliioft driven them to def-

pair;
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rau; and the poor lad, a little before his father’s
return, had fatigued himfelf almoft to death, hav-
ing followed their tracks for feveral miles; and had
juft got back when his father arrived.

The next morning they were in the moit doubtful
perplexity whether to go backward or forward.
bliould they undertake to refurn to Canada, it might
take them more than double the length of ‘time in
which they had got thus far, the river being then a-
bout breaking up; and in that cafe they muft inevi-
tably ftarve.

When the hufband and wifé were in this pitiable
fituation, gazing at each other, and tears guthing
from their eyes, their children were hanging around
ihem, and crying bitterly, for a morfel of bread.

Upon the whole, as tne before-mentioned two
loaves of bread, were in the way towards Kennebeck,
and as they might, peradventure, find the Indian at
IMeconick pond, they concluded, by the help of God,
to proceed on their journcy.

Accordingly they left the moft cumberfome,
though neceflary articles, which they had now re-
maining, and the cldeit daughter undertook to tra.
vel on foot with her mother, while Mr. Forbes took
two of the cliildren, and John one, upon fleds ; and
ihus they proceeded with as much difpatch as pofiible.

The way, however, was rough; and they travel-
led but a fhort “diftance during that day. At night,
they cncamped, and the next morning there came
on a violent {torm of rain, hail, and fnow, which
continued until Wednefday evening. In the mean
while, the children were pinched with hunger and
with the cold; and their cries were fo bitterly dif-
trefling, that, leaving the mother and children in
camp, the father and fon puthed forward with all
fpeed to the pond; but it was ftill fformy, and the
B ‘ travelling
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travelling fo difficult, that they did not get back with
the two loaves until Wednefday evening.

Upon their return, they had not a dry thing a-

bout them, nor any dry clothes to put on.  And to
add to their misfortune, the fire was extinguifhed,
and they were unable to rekindle it for the whole
night. .
The next morning, the ftorm being confiderably
abated, they proceeded on their journey; but the
trees and buthes being wet, they had an uncomfort-
able time, and did notreach the pond until Friday
morning about ten o’clock.

Soon after this, to their great confolation, thcy
met with the beforementioned Indian, who proved
to be ane John Baptift, and with whom they kad had
fome previous acquaintance in Canada.—He very
hofpitably invited them to his camp, which was at
a confiderable diftance from the pond; and there
he kindly treated them with the beft of what his houfe
afforded.

This was a camp where his wife refided, while he
followed hunting. Here they tarried until the next
Monday. And the Indian having, juft before their
meeting, killed a moofe, at a few miles diftance, Mr.
Forbes and his fon went with their fleds, and aflifted
him in bringing it home.

The Indian gave them as much moofe meat as
they would undertake to carry; and agreed to pilot
them to Kennebeck river.—This agreement he punc-
tually fulfilled ; and would have proceeded with
them to the fettlements, but. his wife was fo fick
that he did not dare to be any longer abferz from
her. He therefore marked the way cn a piece of
bark, reprefenting the bends, windings, falls, and
carrying places along the river.——He then withed
them well, and left them.

On taking leave of the Indian, they could not ex-

vrgly
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prefs their gratitude.  His kindnefs was beyond their
expeétation.—Before his departure, however, they
save him what things they had left behind, together
with fome other things of confiderable value. And
they had reafon afterwards to with that they had pre-
fented him with more; for their loads proved fo
much too heavy for them, that they were obliged to
leave by the way alarge bag full of valuable articles.

They now met with almolt infurmountable difficul-

ties; for in purfuing the river, their progrefs was
obftruéted by craggy windfalls, rocky ledges, lofty
* mountains, and bideous precipices.

On the twelfth day of April, their provifions were
exhaufted ; and Mrs. Forbes thought it moft advifa-
ble to have a camp erected, and for herfelf and the
children to remain there, while her hufband and
oldeft fon fhould go forward to fee whether they
could find the inhabitants—apprehending that they
were much nearer than they afterwards proved to be.

A camp was therefore ereted, and leaving Mrs.
Forbes with her four young children, Mr. Forbes
and his fon went forward with as much fpeed as
poilible. 'The firlt and fecond days, finding the ice
would bear them, they travelled on the river ; and
would have made confiderable progrefs, but unfor-
tunately they mittook their way at a very material
carrying place, where, inftead of leaving the river,
and croffing by land to the next bend, which was
only twelve miles, they followed the river fixty
miles around. ‘

A little before night, the fecond day, they came
to falls, and could go no further on the ice. ~ They
went on fhore, and foon after came to a precipice
where they were obliged to defcend twenty feet al-
molt perpendiculariy, and at_the rifque of being
dafhed upon the rocks.—Night coming on, they
encamped 5 and the next day, finding a flio2l rocky

place
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place in the river, they croffed over to the othei
fide, in hopes of finding better travelling, and a
more convenient p'ace to encamp. Here they were
obliged by reafon of ftormy weather, to encamp
for the remainder of the day.

The next day they travclled onj and perceiving
the river to be almoft clear of ice, they concluded
to build a kind of raft—a thing with which they
were altogether unacquainted, and by means of
which they had both like to have loft their lives.

A few days after they got on the raft, and under
way about ten o’clock in the morning. The cur-
rent, however, ran fo [wift, that they foon found
there was no poflibility of turning it to the fhore.
As they pafled down the river, they firuck againit
a tree, which they were obliged to cut away, in or-
der to clear she raft. When they d:fcended over
ripples, the water never failed of dathing over them,
fo that they were wet continually. .

About the middle of the day, the raft moviag
with great rapidity, {truck a large rock, parted onc
of its corners, and {pread ioto a fingle ftring of
logs. At this time they loft their axe, and it be-
came extremely difficult to keep upon their broken
machine.

They were, from this time, driven with amazing
rapidity, expeting every moment would be theiv
laft, until about four o’clock in the afternoon;
when, failing into an eddy, they were brought up
by a point of land, and both got fafe on thore.

They now travelled on by land until their {trength
was almoft exhaufted. About the twentieth'of A-
pril, they heard the report of a gun, which feemed
to give them new life. They fired feveral times,
but were not anfwered. Then, concluding that it
might be ncthing more than the falling of a tree,

’ wmer
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their {pirits again funk within them, and they mov-
ed on with heavy hearts.

But on the evening of the twenty-fecond, having
kindled a fmall fire upon an eminence, they were
difcovered, and kindly relieved by two hunters— Jo-
nathan Crofby and Luke Sawye:.

It was now the tenth day fince they left Mrs. For-
bes and the children. Anpd during this time they
had eaten up all the moofe meat which they had ta-
ken with them (it being only two or three ounces)
and their moggafons—having had nothing elfe to
fubfift upon.

The hunters fupplied them with fuch articles of
nourifhment as they had with them ; and then con-
duéed them to the fettlements at Seven Mile Brook,
a little above Norridgewalk, where they arrived in
a few hours ; but fo reduced, that they were fcarce-
ly able to ftand alone.

Upon their arrival, Mr. Forbes procured major
Hale, William Hufton, and libenczer Hilton, three
of the moft {fuitable men that could be found, to go
with all fpeed to the relief of his wilz and children.
‘They fet out immediately, and after having been
gone thirteen days, returned wiihout having been
able to find them.

It was now twenty-four days from the time Mr.
Forbes left them, with only ore pound and an half
of moofe meat, and a pound and a half of tallow,
for their fubfitence: It was the general opinion,
therefore, that they muft have been dead.

Neverthelels, Mr. Forbes’ anxiety would not per-
mit him to reft fatisfied until he had procured two
other perfons, Meflrs. James M‘Donald and Jona-
than Ames, to go with him, and fee whether they
might not be ftili alive.  But by this time, all the
low lands adjacent to the river were overflowed,
which rendered the pefling extremely difficult. Tor

this
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this reafon, and becaule they had no expectation of
finding them alive, they could not be prevailed up-
on to fet off until the waters were abated.

On the twenty-eighth day of Mauy, they fet out.
Having travelled one day, Mr. Forbes found himfelf
unable to keep up with them; and upon their tel-
ling him he could be of no fervice, and that he
might depend upon their fidelity, he confented to
return.

Thev proceeded on their way, and, on the fecond
day of June, arrived at the place w here Mrs. Forbes
and her children were left. And here, to their great
aftonithment, they found the mother and one of her
children alive. It was now fifty days fince they were
left with nothing befides the before mentioned moofe
meat and tallow. Nor had they any thing elfe dur-
ing that whole time, cxcepting cold water, and the
infide bark of the fir tree. And in addition to this,
they had beenyforty-eight days without fire,

To pain*mpsr colours this fcene of diftrefs,
is altogether yond my powers of defcription. [t
mult be left to the imatination of the reader.

On the thirty-eizhth day after the departure of
Mr. Forbes, the li ittle boy expired. Catharine died
the next day: and Mary lived but four days longer.
This laft child had often told her modher, they thould
all certainly flarve to deaxth; and carneftly begged,
in cafe her mother thould outlive her, that the might
be put where the wild beafts could not devour her.

The poor woman wa: herfelf but juft \lue, and
expelted every hour to clofe the eyes of Peeny, her
only remaining child and compuiis The Jodx s
of the decealed children were faid out, and kept by
her fide: For the was unable to bury them—having
been fo weak, for the lait fiftcen davs, that fhe had
been obliged to crawl upon her hands and knees to
the {pring for water.

The
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The breath of life, however, was flill remaining
in them. And the two men who came to their relief,
afforded them fuch afliftance, and adminiftered to
them fuch nourithment as their fityation and circum-
ftances required.

*n the third day of June they fet out for home
and carried Mrs. Forbes and the child on a bier by
land, and in a canoe by water, till they all fafely ar-
rived at Norridgewalk: where, to the furprize of
the inhabitants, and the utter aftonithment of Mr.,
Forbes, he was once more prefented with a living
wife, and one living child.

On this occafion, well might he adopt the lan-
guage of holy Davip—in whole words we fhall now
clofe the narrative :

MY foul with grateful thoughts of love
Entirely is poffe/t,

Becaufe the Lord was pleas’d to “
T he voice of my requeft.

Since he has now his ear inclin’d,
I never will defpair,
But piill in ail the firaits of life,
To bim addrefs my prayer.
With decadly forrows compafi’d round,
With painful fiars opprefs’d ; ‘
When troubles Jeiz’d my aking heart
And anguifb rack’d my breaft :

On God’s almighty name I call’d,
And thus io bim 1 pray’d,
 Lord, Ibcfscch thee fave my foul,
With forraws quite difmay’d.”
How juft and merciful is God ;
How gracious is the Lord !
Whe faves the feeble, and to me
Dees timely help afford, ’
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Then, free from doubiful cares, my foul
Refume thy wwonted reft ;

Ior God hath woud’roiifly to thee
Hus bounteous love cxprifi.

When death olariJd nmic, be remet’d
My dangers and wy frars :

My feet from full:rg be j:cur’d,
and dry’d my cyes from tcars.
Therefore my life’s remainimg years,

IWhich Gud to me flhull lend,
Will 11n praifce to bus name,
And in bis fervice fuend.

——ne

POSTSCRIPT.

FTER the arrival of Mr. and Mrs, Forbes,
at Nogridgewalk, a number of gentlemen gave
them a from under their hands; in which
the relat their unparalleled fuffering was con-
firmed, and by which they were warmly recommend-
ed to the notice and charitable afliltance of all Chrii-
tian people. This recommendation was figned by
fome of the firft chara&ers in the county of Lin-
coln.

Mr. Forbes and his wife, with their two furviv-
ing children are now living in the town of New-
Gloucelter, about twenty-five miles from Portland ;
where, by their induftiy and economy, they have
fince been enabled to procure a very comfortable
fubfiftence.

Mrs. Forbes, from the emaciated ftate in which
we have befre defcribed her, has now become a
large and corpulent woniai. And the child, of
which fhe was de'ivered foon after th:ir arrival at
Morridgewalk, is a healthy aad very promifing boy.
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A

NARRATIVE

OF THE

CapriviTy and Escapre of Mrs. Frances Scott,

An inhabitant of Wathington county, Virginia.

N Wednefday, the 29th of June, 1785, late in the evening, a large
company of armed men paffed the houfe, on their way to Kentucky:

Some of whom encamped within two miles. Mr. Scottaiging on a fron-
tier part, generally made the family watchful; bu, js calamitous
day, after fo large 3 body of men had pafled, fhortl night he lay

down in his bed, and imprudently left one of the doors of his houie open
—the children were all in bed, and afleep. Mrs. Scott was nearly un-
drefled, whep, to her unutterable aftonifament and horror, fhe faw rufh-
ing in through the door that was left open, painted favages, with prefent-
ed arms, raiiing a hideous fhriek—Mr. Scott being awake, inftantly
jumped out of bed, but was i:nmediately fired at: he forced his weoy
through the middle of the enemy, and got out of the door, but fell a few
paces from thence. An Indian feized Murs. Scott, and ordered her to a
particular {pot, and not to move: others ftabbed and cut the throats of
the three youngeft children in their bed. And afterwards lijted them up
and dafhed them down to the floor, near the mother; the eldeft, a beau-
tiful girl of eight yea-s old, awoke, and elcaped out of the bed, and ran
to ber parent, and with a moft plaintive accent, cried, ¢ O mamma!
mamma! fave me,”’—the mother, in the deepeft anguifh of fpirit, and
with a flood of tears, intreated the favages to fpare her child, but with
a brutal fiercenefs, they tomahawked and ftabbed her in the mother’s
arms. Adjacent to Mr. Scott’s dwellinghoufe arother family lived, of
the name of Ball, "The Indians alfo attacked them at the fame inftant
they did M- Scott; but the door heing fhut, the enemy fired into the
houfe through an opsning between two logs, and killed a youus lad, and
then effaved to force tne door open, but a furviving brother fired through
the door, and the enemy defifted, and went off; the remaining part of
the family ran out of the hou’e and efcaped. In Mr. Scott’s houfe were
four good rifles well loaded, belonging to people that had left it on their
way to Kentucky. The Indians leaded themfelves with the plunder, be-

ing
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ing 13 in number, and then fpeedily mwude off, and continved tiaveliing
all night; next morning their chief allotted to each man his fhave, and
detached nine of a party to fteal horfes, from the inbhabitants in Clinch.
The eleventh day atter Mrs. Scott’s captivity, the tour Indians after hav-
ing her in charge, ftopped at a place fixed on tor a rendervous, znd to
hunt, being now in great want of proviiions. Three went out, und the
chief, being an old man, was left to take czra of the prifoner, who, hy
this time, exprefled a willingnets to proceed to the Indian towns, which
feemed to have the defired ctieet of leflening the Leerer’s vipikuce. In
the duay time, as the old man was graining 2 deer {kin, the captive pon-
dering on her fituation, and anxioufly looking for an opportunity to make
her efcape, took the refolution, and went to the Indian carelefsly,
afked liberty to go 2 fmall diftance to a fircam of water, to wafli the
blood off her apron, that had remained befmeared fince the fatal night of
the murder cf her little daughter. He told Lev in the Englilli tougue,
¢ Go along ;" fhe then paffed by him, his face being in a contrary direc-
tion trom that fhe was going, and he very bufy. She after getting to tle
water, proceeded on without delay, made to a high barren mounta
and travelled till late in the evening, whzn fhe came down into the val-
ley, in fearch of the track fhe had been taken along; hoping theichy to
find the way back, without the rifk of being loft, and perithing with Lun-
ger in uninhabited parts. On coming acrofs the valley, on the river tide,

fappofed to be th rly branch of the Kentucky river, fhe ob.crved in
the fand, tracks men, that had gone up the river, and had juft re-
turned. She concMiGtd thefe to have been her puriuers, which excited

emotions of gratitude and thankfulnes to divinc providence for fo time-
ly a deliverance. Being without any provifions, having no kind of wea-
pon or tool to affift her in getting any, and being almoft deflitute of cloth-
ing; alfo knowing, that a vait track of rugged high mountains interven-
ed between where the was and the inhabitants eaftwardly, and fhe almoft
27 iznorant as a child of the method of ficering throngh the wonds, vx-
cited puinful fenfations. But certainly death, either by bunger or wiid
beafts, feemed to her better than to be in the power of beings, who had
excited in her mind fuch horror. She addreifed Heaven for protettisr,
and taking eourage, proceeded onward.

After travelling three days, fhe nearly met with the Indians, as fe¢
fuppofed, that had been fent to Clinch to fteal hortes, but providentially
hearing their approach, concealed herfelf among the cane, until thc ene-
my had pafled. This giving a frefh alarm, and her mind being filled with
confternation, fhe got loft, proceeding backwards and forwards for feve-
ral days; at length fhe came to a river, that feemed to come from the
eaft; concluding it was Sandy river, fhe accoidingly reiolved to trace
it to its fource, which is acjucent to Clinch fertlement. Aiter proceed-
ing up the fame feveral daxvs, fhe came where the river runs throuch a
great laurel mountain, where is a prodigious water fall, and numerous
high craggy cliffs along the water edge; that way feemed impuiable, the
mountain fteep and difficult : However, our mournful travelier concluded
that the latter way wa: the beft. She therefore afconded for fome time,
but coming te a range of inacceffible rocls, the turned her courfe to-
wards the foot of the mountain and the river fide; after gettingiutoa
deep gullev, and pafling over feveral high iteep rocks, fhe reached tie
river fide, where, to her inc-preilble o ‘on, the found that z pe-pendi-
cular reck, or vather one that hung over, of 1§ or =2 feet high, iuvimed
the bank. Here a folemn raufe took place, fhe efuved a return; but
the height of the fleps and rocks fhe had defcendad over, p cvented ber

Sz
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3he then returned to the edge of the precipice, and viewed the bottom
of it, as the certain fpot to end all her troubles, or remain on the top to
pine a-vay in hunger, or be devoured by wild beaiis. After ferivus medx-
tatioa und devout exerciles, the deternined on leaping from the heizht,
and accordingly jumped off:  Altiongh the place the bad to alight was
cuvered with uneven rocks, not a bone was broxen; but being ¢:ceed-
inzly itunned with tie full, the remained unable to sroceed fur fome
time. Tue dry teafon cau ed 1z river th bz hailow— he travelled in it,
and whcre the could, by its edzz, uatil the got throuzh the mountain,
wnich the concluded was fevvai andes. After tais, as e was traveiling
alony tae bank of the river, w vznsmous fhake bit her on tae ancle : the
had itrenpth to kill it; and knowing its kind, concluded tiaat death
mufl foon overtake her. B> this time Mis. Scott was reduced to a mere
fkeleton, witn fatigue, bunger, and ;riet’; probably this ftate of her body
was te means of preierving her from the efelts of the poifon; be that
as it may, fo itwas, that very little pain fucceeded the bite, and what
little twelling there was, it f:lldnto her feet. Our wanderer now left
thie river, and after proceeding a good ditaace, fhe came to where the
valley parted into two, each leading a difzrent courie.—Here a paintul
fupenic again teok place; a forlorn creature, almo® exhaulted, und cer-
tain if the was far Jed out of the way, that the would never fee a human
creature. During this doubt, a beautiful bird pafled clofe by Ler, flut-
tering along the ground, and went out of fight up pne of the vallies.

This drew her attention, and, whilit confidering it might mean,
another bird of the fame appearancs, in like man uttered paft her,
and took the fame valley the former had dons. nis determined her

ehoice of her way; and in two days;, which was on the r1th day of Au-
gutt, the reached the fettlement at Clin=h, calléd New-Garden; whereas
(the is fince informed by woodmen) had th: taken the other valley, it

would have led back towards the Ohio. Mrs. Scott related that the In- .

dians told her, that the party was compofed of four different nations, two
of whom fhe thinks they named Dzlawares and Mingoes.
She further relates, that, during her wanderiag from the 15th cof July

to the rith of Auguft, the had no other fubfiftence but chewing and'*

fivallowing the juice of youny cane ftalks, faffatras leaves, and foms o-
ther plants the did not know the name of'; that, on her journey, fhe faw
buffaloes, elks, deer, and frequezntly bears and wolves; not one of
which, although fome of them pafled very near her, offered her any harm.
One day a baar caine gear hz-, with a young tawn in his mouth, and on
diicovering her, he dropped his prey and ran of. Hunger prompted her

to go and take the fleth, and eat it; but on retletion, the dzfifted, think-

ing that the bear might return and devourher; befides, fhe had an ver-
fion to tafteraw flelh.——Vrs. Scott continues in a low ftate of h 1t

Emd remains inconfolable for the lots of her family, particularly b:w;.xi—

ing the cruzl death of her littlz daugliter.

FINIS.
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