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A 

N A R RAT I V E, &c. 

MR. ROBERT FORBES, not being a na
tive of Canada, but having refided there fe

veral years, was defirous of being where he might 
have a mOle frequent opportunity of alfociating with 
his own countrymen. 

He and his wife had premeditated a removal to 
the United States of America, when falling in com
pany with three men, by the names of Midfiaff, 

. Pancake, and Chrifiian, they were induced, by 
their infinuaticns, to undertake the journey by 
land: the faid Midfiaff engaging, for a certain fum, 
tbat with the alIifl:ance of the other two, he would 
conduCt them, in t·.,eln~ days time, to the fettle
mem on Kennebeck River. 

Mr. Forbes' neigh!:lours endeavoured to dilfuade 
him from the attempt, not only on account of the 
length and difficulty of the way, but becaufe there 
was a poffibility of his being defer ted by his guides 
in the mid;l of the ~ildernefs. 

N everthdefs, being determined on a removal, 
and having paid to Midfiaff a large fl:ipulated fum 
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for that purpofe, on the feventeenth day of March, 
A. D. one thoufand feven hundred and eighty-four, 
they ente'ted upon this unfortunate journey. 

From Nouvelle Bois, onthe river Chadore, they 
took their departure. The men and Mrs. Forbes, 
(who was then pregnant), and Mr. Forbes: fon John, 
a lad about thirteen years old, on fnow {hoes. 

Their provifions and other efiel1s, together with 
four ehildren, viz. Mary, about feven years; Peg
gy, about five; Catharine. about three; Robert, 
about fifteen months old, they undertook to haul 
on Indian neighs, or hand fleels. 

In this manner, but with great difficulty, they 
purfued their way eight days; and on the ninth, 
being obliged to leave the river which they had fol
lowed hitherto, ;lnd whereon they had travelleq 
fome part of the time, they found the country fo 
broken with large and deep gullies, and fo rough 
and mountainous, that they concluded it next to 
impoffible to proceed any further' with the fleighs. 

Here they were obliged to make a halt; and af
ter a iliort confultation, having firfl: ereC1ed a fmall 
camp, to leave the woman and children in, they 
took the chief part of their provifions, and as much 
of the refl: of their baggage as they were able to car
ry on their backs; and leaving the woman and chil
dren, about ten o'clock in the morning, fet out in 
quefl: of Meconick Pond, otherwife called Lake 
Chadore, expeCting to return the next day_ But 
meeting much difficulty, they did not reach the 
pond until the next day about three o'clock in the 
afternoon. ' 

Here being much fatigued, they left their bag
gage; and Midil:aff having had fome previous no
tice that there was an Indian refiding not far from 
then~e, went in quefl: of him to the other fide of th,e 
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pond, where they found an au camp, without in
habitants; and there they e!H'nmred that night. 

The next 11'('1 !.il,(T, beir.(T ~l;llday, the t\Ytf.ty
fevcnth day of March, ll,t)"cfulred the fe.r,d b;,(k 
to where they had Idt their b,1:::~~l',e. \Yhcn, to 
the great afl:onifhmcnt of Mr. hI Lt"s, his pilot and 
the other two, takin~ to thcrnfdvc's the: P-UVil:l'IlS, 
and his other effects of any cGrdidt:lable c0fifcqucllce, 
frankly told him, that they were determined not to 
return with him to his family; and that they mufl: 
now leave him, and n~,,:.e t~c beft of their way 
thropgh to Kennebec:<-

1his may well be fuppofcd to be {!;,xL:n;:; incc'd 
to one who was already difcouraged and diihe:rwn
ed. "This," faid he, " {truck me to the heart, 
" and filled my eyes with tears; it confirmed what 
" my neighboUTs had repeatedly mentioned zmcngft 
" their fears of what might happen to 111) kif and 
"family." . 

Notwithfl:anding his importupities, hi, mofl: ear
nell: entreaties and folicitations, they would not be. 
prevailed upon to continue' any lc!1f.:cr with him; 
but, leaving him only one axe, a fmall jij"\.-kck, and 
tWl') loaves of bleat!, they departed. 

'Vit/;} a heavy heart did this unf(·llUI·;,t.c nlz:n then 
nJake the beft of his '.'vdY back to his b:nily; \\~oe 
he arrived that evening, with the forrt)\\ful tidings. 

Here were they left in the wide wildcrnefs, It ran
gers to'the country, defl.itl' k of ph"!\" i fi ·_.llS, anJ 
witl10ut a compafs; ei"t.t days jourr.ey from the 
i"habitants in Canada, and how far from :my other 
fettlement they knew not; p70bably not lefs than 
one hundred and fifty mil"s. ' 

The wife and fon 'haJ l)boured under the mof! 
terrible apprehen(ion~ during r,lr. FOll'o~'s abfence. 
efpecially feeing he did not return at the time <If." 
Fointed. Their fears had ;;lm,)!l driveI1 tLm to d.'::f". 
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p'1.:l; and the poor lad, a little before his father's 
return, had fatigued himfelf almoll: to death. hav
ing followed their trac!~s for feveral miles j and had 
jull got back when his father arrived. 

The next morning they werf in the moll doubtful 
tccrplexity whether to go backward or forward. 
:,l;<)uld they undertake to rejurn to Canada, it might 
take them more than double the length of 'time in 
which they had got thus far, the river being then a
bout breaking up; and in that cafe they mull: inevi
t:.!blv fiarve. 

v~~hen the huiliand and w:Te were in this piti:tble 
(ituation, gazing at each other, and tears gulhing 
from their eyes, their children were hanging around 
ihem, and crying bitterly, for a morfe! of tread. 

Upon the whcJe, as t;,e before-mentioned two 
loaves of bread, were in the way towards Kenl}ebeck, 
and as they might, peradventure, find the Indian at 
r,l(:conkk pond, they concluded, by the help of God~ 
to proceed on their journey. 

Accordingly t:ley left the moll: cumberfome. 
though necdfary articles, which they had now r.e
Ilninir.g-, and the cldeft daughter undertook to tra. 
vel on foot with her mother, while Mr. Forbes took 
two of the children, and John one, upon fleds; and 
ihus they proceeded with tiS much difpatch as pollibJe. 

The way, however, was rough; and they travel
led but:l fhort'difiance during that day. At night, 
they encamped, a~ld the next morning there came 
on a viol(!nt fl:orm of rain, hail, and fnow, which 
continued unlil \VeJnefJay evening. In the mean 
while, the children were pinched with hU:1 Ter and 
with the colel; and their cries were fo bitt~ly dir~ 
treiling, that, leaving the mother and children in 
camp, the father an,d fan pulhed forward with all 
[peed to the pond; but it was !till ftonny, and the 
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travdling fo difficult, that they did not get back \. ith 
tbe two loaves until \Vednefday evening. 

Upon their return, they had not a dry thin?: a
bout them, nor any dry clothes to put on. And ta 
add to their misfortune, the fire was extinguifhed, 
and they were unable to rekindle it for the whole 
night. 

The next morning, the florm being contiderably 
abated, they proceeded on their journey; but the 
trees and bullies being wet, they had an uncomfort. 
able time, and did not· reach the pont! until Friday 
morning about ten o'clock. 

Soon after this, to their great confolation, tky 
m'et with the beforementi~med Indian, who proveJ 
to be ane John Baptill:, and with whom they had bet 
fome previous acquaintance in Canada.-He "ery 
hofpitably invited them to his camp, which was at 
a confiderable dill:ance from the pond; and there 
he kindly treated them with the beft of what his houfe 
afforded. 

This was a camp where his wife refided, while he 
followed huntiog. Here they tarried nntil the next 
Monday. And the Indian having, jull: before their 
meeting, killed a moofe, at a few miles dill:ance, Mr. 
Forbes and his fon went with their fleds, and affilled 
him in bringing it home. 

The Indian gave them as much moofe meat as 
thq would undertake to carry; and agreeJ to pibt 
them to Kennebeck river.-This agreement he punc
tual1y fulfilled; and would have proceeded wirh 
them to the fettlements, but his wife WaS 10 {irk 
that he did not dare to be any longer abfer.t from 
her. He therefore marked the wayan a piere Di" 
bark, reprefenting the bends, windinzs, fall~, and 
carrying places along the river.-He then '.vi£hed 
them well, and ~ft them. 

On taking leave of the Indian, theycQuJd notr.x
P!·~!·:' 
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prefs their gratitude. His kindnefs wjs beyond their 
expcH:1tion.-Bei'ore his departure, however, they 
gave him what things they had left behind, together 
with fame other things of conliderable value. And 
they bd rearon af:erwards to wilh that they had pre
fented him with more; for their loads proved fo 
much too hea~y for them, that they were obliged to 
leave by the vl'ay a large bag full of valuable articles. 

They now met with almoll: infurmountable difficul
ties; for in purfuing the river, their progrefs was 
oblhuaed by craggy windfalls, rocky ledges, lofty 

• mountains, and hideom precipices. 
On the twelfth day of April, their proviiions were 

exhaulled; and Mrs. Forbes thought it moO: advifa
ble to have a camp eret1ed, and for herfelf and the 
children to remain there, while her hulband and 
oldeO: fan Ihould go forward to fee wh~ther they 
could find the inhabitants-apprehending that they 
were much nearer than they 4lfterwards proved to be. 

A camp was therefore ereaed, and leaving Mrs. 
Forbes with her four young children, Mr. Forbes 
and his [gn WCI,t farward with as much fpeed as 
poilible. The firO: andfecond days, finding the ice 
would bear them, they travelled on the river; and 
would have made confider able progrefs, but unfor
tunately they mi IL)ok their way at a very material 
carrying place, where, infl:ead of leaving the river, 
and era/flag by land to the next bend, which was 
only twelve miles, they followed t he river fixty 
miles around. 

A little before night, the fecond day, they came 
to falls, and could go no furt her on the ice. They 
went on {hare, and foon after came to a precipice 
where they were obii~;eLI tn defcend tV;t:lltv feet al
moll: perpendicubiy; and at the rifque ~r beiug
dallied upon the roeLo-Night coming- 011, they 
encamF~d; and the next d;1Y, finding a /Iloal rocky 
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place in the river, they crolfed over to the othel 
fide, in hopes of finding better travelling, and ." 
more convenient p'ace to encamp. Here they were 
obliged by reafon of flormy weatha, to encamp 
for the remaindtr of Ihe day. 

The next day they travdled on; and pecceivincr 
the river to be almon clear of ice, they concluded 
to build a kind of nit-a thing with which they 
were altogether unacquainted, and by means of 
which they had both like to h~,vc lofl their lives. 

A few days after they got on the raft, and under 
way about Ie-a o'dock ill the morning. The cur
rent, ho~\'eyer, ran fo [wifr, that they foon found 
there \\';:!s no poffihility of turning it to the {hore. 
As they palfd down the ril'u', they {huck againlt 
a tree, which they were obliged to cut a.yay, in or~ 
der to c\e".!r • ..the raft. \\Then they J~[cended over 
ripples, the water nevtT failed of da!hing over them, 
[0 that they were wet continually. 

About the middle of the day, the raft moviflg 
with great rapidity, flruck a large rock, parted or.~ 
of its corners, and [preAd ioto a f:ngle firing of 
logs. At this time they lofi their axe, and it be
came extremely difficult to keep upon their broken 
machine. 

They were, from this time, driven with amazing
rapidity, expeCting every moment would be thei,' 
Jalt, until about four o'clock in the afternoon; 
when, failing into an eddy, they were brought up 
by :a point of land, and both got fafe on lhure. . 

They now travelled on by land until their flrength 
was almofl: exhaufied. About the twentieth 1 of A
pril, they heard the report of a gun, which feemed 
to give them new life. They fired feveral times, 
but were not anfwered. Then, concluding that it 
might be ncthing more than the falling of a t~e~, 

tlit:; !" 

n 



( 10 ) 

their fpirits ag:lill funk within them, and they mov
ed on with hea\'y hearts. 

But on the evening of the twellty-fecond, having 
kindled a fmall fire upon an eminence, they were 
difcovered, and kindly relieved by two hunters-Jo
nathan Crofby and Luke Sawyer. 

It was now the tenth day fince they left Mrs. For
bes and the children. And during this time they 
had eaten up all the moore meat v.hich they had ta
ken with them (it being only two or three ounces) 
and their moggafons-having had nothing elfe to 
fubfill: upon. 

The hunters fupplied them ' . ..,itl! fuch articles of 
llourifhment ::Ii they had with them; and then con
duB:ed them to the fettlements at Seven Mile Brook, 
a little above Notridgewalk, where thlY arrived in 
a few hours; but fo reduced, that theY' were fcaree
ly able to ll:and alone. 

Upon their arrival, II'Ir. Forbes procured major 
Hale, \Villiam Hurton, and Ebenezer Hilton, three 
of the moll: fuitable men that could be found, to go 
with all fpeed to the relief of his wif.~ and children. 
They fet out immediately, and after having been 
gone thirteen days, returntd wi,hout having been 
able to find them. 

It was now twenty-four days from the time Mr. 
Forbes left them, with only one pound and an half 
of moofe meat, and a pound and a half of tallow, 
for their fubfilleoce: It was tbe general opinion, 
therefore, that they mull: have been dead. 

Neverthelefs, Mr. Forbes' a!L'~iety would not per
mit him to reft fatisfied unti I he had procured two 
other perfons, Mtffrs. James M'Donald and Jona
than Ames, to go with him, ~t·:J fee whether they 
might not be (till "live. But by this time, all the 
\0,",: lands adjacent to the river \Vere overflowed, 
.... ,hlch rendered the pcHing extremely difficult. For 
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this rearon, and beeaufe they had no e~FedJli"n (,I 
finding them ali~e, they could not be prevailed up
on to fet off until the waters ""ere ahated. 

On the twenty-eighth day of ~ ill', they fet out. 
Having travelled one day, Mr. Forbes found himfdf 
unable to keep up \\"ith them; and upon their tel
ling him he could be of no fe[viee, and that h~ 
might depend upon their fidelity, he confented to 
return. 

They proceeded on their way, and, on the fecond 
day of June, arrived at the place where Mrs. FOIbes 
and her children were left. I\nd hdC, to their great 
afl:onilhment, they fouild the mother and one of her 
children alive. It \Va, now fifty days finee they were 
left with nothing beiides the before mentioned moofl! 
meat and tallow. Nor had they allY thing clfe dur
ing that whole time, excepting cold water, and the 
infide bark of the fir tree. And in addition Lo this, 
they had bi,orty-eight days withollt fire. 

To pain ro;xr colours this fcene of dillref.~, 
is altogether eyond my powers of defeription. It 
mufl: be left to the j,n:l':;lnation of the reader. 

On the thirty-eighth day afrer the departure of 
Mr. Forbes, the little boy expired. Catharine died 
the next day: and Mary E-,cd but four Jays Jong.:r. 
This lall child had of tell toIu her mO::1'cr, they lhonld 
all certainly Ilarve to de~~h; and urrdUy bc~g;ed, 
in cafe her mother lhou!d outlive her, [hat {he might 
be put \vhere the \\ ;Jd beaflo coulullut devour her. 

The poor \~·or.En W;l, herfdf tut jull: ,llive, and 
expetled every hour to dole [he '\c', of I),:C;~Y, her 
only remaining child and com[);:;:;"lJ. The bodi,~s 
of the decea[ed childrteil were l,lld "ut, and I:ept by 
her fide: For {he was unable [0 bur y them-havillp; 
been fo weak, for the lait fifteen d,l\s, that (he had 
been obJiged to crawl UpOIl her hanus and knees to 
the fpring for watc:r. 

The 
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The breath of life, however, \Va,; aill remaining 
in them. And the two men who came to their relief, 
afforded them fuch aililtance, and adminifl:ered to 
them fuch nourilhment as their filuatioll and circum
fLlllces required. 

On the third day of June they fet out for home; 
and carried Mrs. Forbes and the child on a bier by 
land, and in a canoe by water, till they a'lI fafely ar
rived at Norridgewillk: where, to the furprize of 
the inhabitants, and the utter afiOllifhment of Mr. 
Forbes, he was once more prefented with a Eving 
wife, and one living child. 

On this occafion, wtll might he adopt the lan
guage of holy D A vlD-in whole ~ ords v. e 111all now 
dole the narrative: 

M r foul with JrateJul thoughts of love 
Entirely is pdF)!, 

Becazife the Lord was pleas'd to JJIJiJ:.. 
Cfhe 'Voice of my requcjt. ... 

Since he has now bis t:ar inclin'dJ 

I nt'Ver will Jejpair, 
But jlil! in all tbe Jiraits of life, 

Cfa blln addrifs Illy praya. 

With deadly Jorrows compafs'd round, 
With painful fi ws oppr~fs' d j 

rFhen troubles !t'!';:.' d mv akrng hiart 
find anguijb rack'd my brec:fl : 

On Gnd's almighty name I cali'd, 
And tbus io bim 1 pray'd, 

"Lord, I btJo.tch thee Jave my (oul, 
fJrith jorrJ7.cs quite diJmay' d." 

How j,fl and merciful is God; 
How gracious is the Lord! 

H'h9 Javes the feeble, and to 1,'I~ 
Dves timely belp afford. 

'Then, 
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'Ibm, free from doubtful cares, my Joul 
Re/ume tby ~i.io;ztc.t rqjl ; 

For God bat/} 7co;;,t' J"ui:/Z',· to tbee 
HIS bounteolls la"l'e 011"1/1. 

11'bw death i'!i/rla'J Iii,", he rn;:c"v'j 
My dallger.r and I.")' fi at s : 

111y fat from fallll':; be J (II,-'d, 
"nd dry'd my <yeS frolll tears. 

Tberefore my life's rcmaillimg years, 
rfhlcb Grnl 10 me )/'.1// lend, 

1Yill 1 In prai);.r to bls /lame, 
And :11 bis fer:'i,"" j> lid. 

POSTSCRIPT. 

A FTER the arrival of i'.1T. and Mrs. Forbts, 
at Norridgewalk, a number of gentlemen gav(;! 

them a ~; from under their hands; in which 
the relatar their unparalleled fuJi"ering was con
firmed, and by which they were" armly recommend
ed to the notice and charitable ailill:ance of all Chrif
tian people. This recommendation was figned by 
fome of the firll: charaCters in the county of Lin
coln. 

Mr. Forbes and his wife, with their two furviv
ing children are now living in the town of New
Gloucell:er, about twenty-five miles from Portland; 
where, by their indulhy anJ economy, they have 
finee been enabled to procure a very comfortable 
fubfil1cnce. 

Mrs. Forbes, from the emaciated flate in which 
we have bd Ire defcribed her, has now pecome a 
large and corpulent WOti1,;il. And the child, of 
which {he was delivered faon after their arrival at 
~TorridgewaJk, is a healthy and very promifing boy. 
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NARRATI v E 
OFT H E 

CAPTIVITY and ESCAPE of Mrs. Frances Scott, 

An inhabitant of Walhington county, Virginia. 

ON'Vedoefda?, the 29 th of June, 1785, late in the evening, a large 
COrnpall? of armed men palfed the boute, on their way to Kentucky: 

$onle of whom encamped within two miles. Mr. sc.t . °ng On a fron_ 
tier part, generally made the family watcHnl; bu 's calamitous 
day, after ill large a body of m~n had pa!Ted, !hart. night he lay 
down in his bed, and imprudently left one of the doors of his houie open 
-the children were all in bed, and alleep. Mrs Scott Wr.s nearly un
drelfed, when, to her unutterable aflonifhment and horror, !he faw rulll
ing in through the door that was left open, painted favages, with prefeIlt
~d arms, rai.ling a hideou,; ft.riek-Mr. Scott being awake, inftantly 
jumped Ollt of bed, but was i'll<Ilediately fired at: he forced his \I"C.y 

through the middle of the enemy, and got out of the door, but fell a few 
paces from thence. An Indian Jeized 1\1r5. Scott, and ordered her to a 
particular fpot, alld not to move: others ftabbed and ellt the throats 0 f 
the three voungeft children in their bed. And afterwards lifted them IIp 
and danled them down to the /loor, near the mother; the eldeft, a beau
tiful girl of eight yea-s old, awoke, and elcaped out of the bed, and ran 
to her parent, and with a Inolt plaintive accent, cried, " 0 nUllnma! 
mamma! fave me,"-the mothoer, in the deepen anguifh of fpirit, and 
wit~ a flood of tear" in treated the fa\'a£!;es to fpare her child, but with 
a bmtal fiereener" the v tomah~wked and ftabhed her in the mother'. 
arms. Adjacent to Mr. Scott's dwelling houre a"oth~r family lived, of 
the name of Ball. T~e Indian, al:o attacked them at the fame inftant 
they did !\'1'" " Scot'; but the door heing !hut, the enemy fired into the 
hou[e through an opini'lg between two log'>, and killed a yom~.r!: lad, and 
then eJfayed to force tile dOQr open, but a fun'i\'ing brother fired through 
1:he door, and the enemy uefiiled, and went o~f; th~ remaining part of 
the family ran out of the hou:e and efeaped. In Mr. Scott's houfe were 
four good rifles well loaded, belonging to people that had left it on their 
"'0) to Kentucky. Tbe Indians lewed themfelves with tke phmoler, be-

ing 
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ing 15 in number, and then fpeedily o'aoe off, and contil1t:cd ti avcliifi~ 
all night; nsxt morning their chief ;\Uorted to ea.ch man hi~ 1har{'~ and 
detached nine of a party to flea] horfec::, frfiffi the ilihaLitants in LliJ!ciJ. 
The ele\'cnth day after Mrs. Scott's captidtv, the r.mr Indians after hav
ing her in charge, ftopped at a place fixed on for a rcnd~:'\ ou'>, ;ind to 
hunt. bein~ now in gre.lt want of provil;on5. 1.~llree \', ent out, and the 
chief; being an old man, was left to take c:r~ of the pri~oner, who, h.T 
this time, exprefied a " illinr flel~ to proceed to the Indian towns, which 
feemed to have the defired ctic~t lif leiTcning tt-e 1.C:C;CI'5 \ ir,ibllce. In 
the dJ.y time, as the old man was graining 2. deer {kin, the capti\c pone 
dering on her fituation, and anxioufly l()o!..ing for an opportuni.ty to make 
her c:cape, took the f€Io]ution, and went to the Indian carelefsl~·, 
alked liberty to go a jinall diftance to a {heam of water, to "an, tb~ 
blood off her apron, that had remained be!nle.n'd lince the fatal night of 
t},e murdor of her little daughter, He told I.er in the Engliil. tongue, 
" Go along;1.1 Ihe then patTed b ..... him, his face being in a cont~ary direc .. 
tion from that fhe was ~oing, and he vcry bury. She after getting to tl.e 
water, proceeded on without delay, made to a high ba-rrcn 1110ut,:;,ii:~, 
and travelled till b~e in t~e evening, ,,:h~n !be came down into t:,c val
ley, in fearch of the track {he had bean taken alonz; tl()pil'g thelLL,y to 
find the way back, without the rHk of being loft, ~lld p-.::rinlill::; with !:till· 
ger in uninhabited p'arts. On coming aCf0[:; the.;: \"a~L·'" on t::c ri\'cr l.dc, 
{"ppofed to be th.r!Y branch of the Kent~cky river, {he ob crvcd in 
t'.e faRd, tracks men, that had gone np the river, and had jUfi: re-
turned. She cone d there to have: been her purJ"uers, which exdted 
emotions of gratitude and thankfulnefs to rli"inc providel~ce for fo time
lya deliverance. Being without any P;'o\';fion" having no kind of wca
pon or tool to affiCt her in getting an)", and being almoft dcP.itute of cloth
ing; al(o knowing, that a "aJ( track of tugged high mountains interven_ 
ed between where !he was a~d tbe inhabitallts ea{lwardly, and !he almofi: 
<!.': iz;"or:::..nt as a child of the method of fleering through the w(ll)d~, (';0-.:

cited p(,.~Ijfltl fenfation.'i. BOlt certainly dea.th, either by hunger or "\·.,i;d 
beaft', feemed to her better than to be in the power of beill!,;', who had 
excited in her mind [nch borror. She addreJTed Heaven ror prateet:·:>r, 
and taking €ourage, proceeded onward. 

After travelling three days, nlC nearl~" met ,...-ith the InciiJll.:, as n c 
fuppofed, that had been fent to Cline" to ftealllOrie" but prU\ l~c'r.l'allr 
llearing their approach, concealed herfelf among the cane, until t~.c ene
my had paired. Thi, giving a frelli alarm, and her mind being filled with 
confternation, !he got loft, proceeding backward, and forward, for feve
ral days; at length fhe came to a river, t;1~tt feemed to come from tllct 
eafi:; concluding it was Sandy river, fhe nccQ,diugly re:oln:d to tlace 
it to its [ource, whic!l is ~~j';.~cent to Clinch iertlemcnt. Ai r...:r proceed .. 
ing up the fame feveraI clJ.~,·,;, {he came W~Jere the river rUlls throllzh a 
great laurel mounta.in, where is a prodigious w:J.ter fall, and numerous 
high craggy cliffs along the water edge; that way fecmed ifllpaJJJ.IJ;l, the 
mountain ficep and difficult: Ho\\'e,·er, our mournful travcll~l concluded 
that the latter Way wa: the be ft. SJ,e theret'o::e afcC'f!d..:d f01" rfJn~C' time, 
but coming tl.i a range of inacceffible !"(ld:~, the turned her ccurfe to~ 
wanl" the foot of the monntain and the l'ivcr Ec!e; after gcttin~~ iuto a 
deep gulley, and pa/Eng over feveral high Hoep rcd " Ille reached ti·e 
Ti'vcr fide, \'. :lere, to her inc··:prc!!·blc :-.ffii:l:on, !he found that O! pI..:'" JH.:ndi
c1I1ar n·ck, or rather one that hung oyer, of J 5 or 2) ieet high, i"l)l med 
the bank. Here ~ f,demn Fmfe took place, the e~TJ.:(cd a retll!"n; bur 
tbe height oj" tbe fieps and ;'001., file hac' defcend~d over, r c\'onrcJ be,'. 

~;I.! 
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She tnen returned to the edge of the precipice, ami .iewed t:,C bottum 
of it a' t',o certain /j)ot to end all hel" troubles, or remain on the top to 
pin,e ~'vay in hur.Jer, or.~e devoured bY,wild bC,l1l'i .. Aft~r feri;us ll}edi. 
t:.ltl 1.1 .. ,md devout exerclle'i, file d.;:ter.nmed on le..l~lllg hom t'l:! !:'~161t, 
and accordingly jumped ot[. r\ltil,)I):;h the place Jht! nad to ~li~!Jt was 
cuve:ed wittl uneven rock,;, not a bone WOo. b"oK~n; but be:rt'~ ;:':ceed
ingly ~tunned wi;:'l tne f,lq, ,he l"._'m..1i:l~J "l!liJ.tJ~e to l;roce~d fdr .r01~lC 
ti.ll~. T.Le dry leafJD cau ed r 1.;" riv~r t'l b: 'h,l;lu'.V- be travell~d 1:1 It,
and \v;1~r~ 1hc CQ",JIJ, by its ej~~, u.l~il ~h.: got t:l'-UU:;ll tt'!e rnou ~~,!in, 
w'1:ch ~h.: c')!lclud.=d wai [c.,,::,'u.l ,;a,lc:;. _\f[;:-r t.li~, 3C; Ill.! W.l,) tr~v"dlln6 
along t;)~ bank of the rivel', i.l '..·'!'1.)';1O'J~ filake bit her on t:le anele: the 
had Itren;t'l to kill it; and knowing it; kind, conclllded t:,at death 
mu~ fOJn overtake her. D.,' thi3 time Mrs. SCJtt wa:; reduced to a mere 
ikeleton, witil fJ.tigue, hunger, and :.;ricf; probably this nate of her body 
wa" t le Jne.lns of prelerving her from the C:Lfe~1') of tue pollan; be~that 
a'i it IUd.?, fo itwas, that vcry litt!:.:: pain lucceed.:u the Lite, and what 
littll.! 1\velling: there was, it f.:ll4if.nto her feet. (htr wanderel' now left 
tile river, an-d after proceeding a good diJ:aiilce, fhe cJ.me to where the 
valley p.\.[-ted into t',vo, each le:.'lding a dLf~rent cour:e.-H~r~ a painful 
fu~?(!nk 3.S:J.ill taak place; a forlorn creature, almol exhaufred, ;;.nu cer
tain if Ihe was far led out Qf the way, that !h. wo.uld nover fee a human 
creature. During this doub:, a beautiful bird p,Ued clofe by I,er, flut
tering along the ground, and went out of fight np one of the vallies. 
Thi:i drew·her attention, and, w!lillt confide ring. it mig'lt mean, 
another bird of the f"me ap?earanco, in like man uttered pall: her, 
and took the fame valley the former had done. 1115 determined her 
ehoice of her way; and'in two i;Vi;, which was on the 11th day of Au
gutt, !he reached the fettlement at eli":.,, calle'd No'.,·-G .. rden; wherea~ 
(!he is fince informed by woodme,,) bad Ih2 taken the other valle)" it 
would have led back towards the 0 hio. Mrs. Scott relatod that tbe In
di:tns told her, that t~1e party WJ.5 c'):-:o1?')i~J of fO'j[ differ~nt nations, tWQ I 

of whom {he thinks tiley named D~la\var~s an d Mingoes. 
She further relate"~ that, during her wandering from the Dth of July 

to the tl th of Auguft, the had no other fubfdlence but che'wing and ,. 
fwaHowing the juice of you:>g cane ftalb, fa!fa!'ra, leaves, and fome o
ther plants !he did not know tile name 01'; that, on her journe:r, !he faw 
buffaloes" elks, dee I', and frequontly be~rs and wolves; not one of 
wbich, although fome of t!,em paflea very near her, offered her any harm. 
One day a b~ar came near 11:: -, with a young f.--l."';11 in his lllouth, and on 
diicovering her, he dropped :Ii, prey and ran off, Hltnger prompted her 
to go and take the fle!h, and eat it; but on .elleilion, {he defifted think
ing that the bear might return and devour her; betides, !he had a'n ver
fion to tafte.ra,v flelh.--:vIrc;. Scott continues in 3. low ftate of h ..:.l:b, 
~nd remains inconfola~ble for the lO~3 of her family, p:lfticularly ~t:w~~il
Ulg ~~:~ ,~ ... L~l death at her 1ir:.tl~ ~Lug:l.t~~-. 

FIN I S. 
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