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AT a meeting of the Committee of Management, appointed t-Q 

regulate the celebration of lIer Majesty's nuptials, by the Nov A 

SCOTIA PHILANTHROPIC SOCIETY, it was 

Unanimously Resolved, That this thanks of the Conll ttce, ii, 

behalf of the Society, be presented to the Rev. \Villil.l.!11 Cogs­
well, .'\1. A., for his able and impressive discourse, delivered be­
fore the ~ociety, on the first of !\Iay,--and also 

Resolved uua.nimosly, That tbe Honorable J. Leander S(,.I(r, 
Messrs. Robert Richardson, and \V. A. ;\lcAgy, do wait upon the 
Rev. Gentleman, with the above resolution, and respectfully re~ 
quest him to furnish a copy of his Sel'mon fol' publication, under 
the superintendance of this Committee. 

The Rev. Gentleman kindly complied wj,h 'he reque.t of the 
Committee, who have now the pleasure of presenting his {'Iolluent 
Sermon to the public. . 
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BY 
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THE AUTHOR 



SERMO:"l, &c. 

PSAL]"[ XVI. 6. 

H THE LINES .ARE FALLEN UNTO ME IN PLE.\.sA:'oI'"l 

PLACES; YEA, I HAVE A GOODLY HERITAGE." 

OF all the merely natural feelings, that have been implant­
ed by the gracious Author of our being in the human Lrcast. 
there are few that are ofa purer and more ahiding nature

J 

than the love of country allll the love of home. This is 
a feeling which imparts many of the sweetest charms with 
which it is invested to the life we live upon the earth, and 
entwines the strongest tendril. which enclasp it aroun<lthe 
heart of man. It is a feeling ",hi .. h the Lonl hath sanctifi­
ed by many sweet allusions in His blessed wort!, and hy 
which He would illustrate to us, in a way to which no soul 
can be insensible, the nature of that tenure by which man 
holds possession of mere present tbings, and sci. forth the 
intensity of that delight with which the soul, whose citi­
zenship is in heaven, looks forward to the full enjoyment 
of that home, in which his treasure is deposited, on which 
his affections dwell. 

Of the depth and power, with which this feeling takes 
possession of the breast, who can he hetter judges, than 
ye, my dear friends and fellow countrymen, whom it 
is my high privilege this day to address.-As one of 
yourselves, who have not been witbout opportunities, 
in the good providence of God, of contrasting with 
our own the charms which other land .. present, aOiI 
have returned each time from the contemplation of their 
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beauties with only deeper fondness to the land or my 
birth, the home of my affections, and the scene of all my 
earthly prospects, I may undertake in some measure, 
dear friends, to answer in your behalf; and to assert, that, 
wbilc not insensible to the glories of more antient lands, 
nor blind to the loveliness of more fertile climes, there is 
no one whose heart turns with a more abiding and. more 
gladdening devotion to his own loved country, than be 
who bas drawn his first breath and imbibed the first feel­
ings of his nature in our lowly but beloved land. 

'Twould be difficult, in many cases, to trace the intensity 
of this affection to any worthiness in the objects on which It 
IS placed. We can but refer it, for the most part, to the 
benevolence of the Great Author of our being, who hath, 
for the wisest purposes, and in truest kindness to our race, 
made it an instinct of our nature. Perhaps, indeed, it may 
be generally found to exist with liveliest energy in the 
hearts of those whose lot is cast in lands that present the 
least attraction to astranger's eye. The fire of true de­
votion to his country and his home burns frequently with 
8n in tenser flame in the bosom of the Laplander, that 
spends the greater portion of his life beneath the darkness 
of a suuless sky, than in the breast of the luxurious Italian, 
who would seem to have every charm, which the fertility 
of nature, or the refinement of art could spread around his 
path, to bind him to his native clime. Is it not of the 
Lord's mercy that thus it is? Hath He not thus arranged 
the disbursement of His benefits with more equal hand than 
a superficial glance at the relative blessings of His creatures 
coult! fead us to suppose? Hath He not thus dispensed the 
materials of human happiness, Of at least the grounds of 
human contentment, with a compensating tenderness, which 
cuts off from everyone but the determined murmurer every 
position from which an nsoault could be directed at His. 
wisdom or His love? 
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Ifit were on no otber ground tban tbis, my friendg, that 
ye could plead excuse for the fervor of that love IV hich 
1Varm~ the heart of every Nova Scotian to his birth place 
and hIs home, surely we could not be so insensible of the 
goodness and mercy of the Lord, as not to praise Him for­
having engrafted in our nature so important a material of 
our happiness. There bave been those, who, gazing with 
a stranger's eye upon tbe beauties of our land, or passing 
with a stranger's step across its bounds, have "anked the de 
votion of her children to their birth place among the 
strange enthnsiasms, which they pity as they would the 
c.hildish fancies of the contented idiot. Even to tbeir sar­
casms may our revly be one of gratitude to God, that if no 
!:Jetter ground for it exists, He has blessed us with an in­
stincti ve feeling of so deep intensity. 

But is this all with YOIl? Thankful as ye well migbt be, 
to tbe Giver of all good things for this blessing, have Y" not 
otber and yet larger grounds of thankfulness to Him, in 
the mercies which attach you to the land of your affections' 
Have ye not yet more abundant cause,-proudly, shall I 
say? nay, ratber thankfully, to appeal to the many advan­
tages whicb surround you here, and to challenge for YOllr­
selves an iDterest in such words, as those in which the 
Psalmist expressed the fulness of his grateful heart in si­
milar recollections. "The lines are fallen to me in pleasant 
places; yea, I have a goodly heritage." O! my beloved, I 
am but expressing the genuine sentiments of myown heart, 
wben uttering a prayer for you, that, through the Lord'. 
grace, ye may but be able to give as good a renson for the 
bope that is in you of' a share in the glories of tha t better 
land into wbich no sin, no sorrow, and no de,th can come, 
as ye can for gratitude to God, that the tabernacle of your 
eartbly rest has been set ul' under His good providence in 
a land like this_ 

I know nol bow I can more appropriately Endeavor te 
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improve the occnsion on which ye are now assembled. my 
beloved brethren, within these sacred walls, than by briefly 
recapitulating to you the grounds of thankful acknowledg­
ment to the Giver of every good which the home of our 
hearts presents. Suffer me, then, to engage your attention, 
ucloved fellow-countrymen, to the natural, the political, 
and the religious advantages of our native Province ; amI 
then, with all brotherly affection aDd Christian love, address 
to you such reflections as these considerations may cnll 
forth. 

I. Of the natural advantages of our country, the bless­
ings of climate and soil, while I would not speak with the 
mere blind affection of one who can seeno fault. in the ob­
ject of his attachment, have I not cause to speak with 
gratitude ancl with joy? What is it that makes any clime 
beneath the SUD desirahle as a place of rest? \'Vhat more 
than that it should conduce to the healthfulness of its in­
hahitants, and suffice for the culture and the ripeniDg of 
the products of the soil? Changeable, we confess, is the 
character of our atmosphere, and marked with extraordi­
nary vicissitudes of heat and cold; yet may we not appeal 
to the many hoary heads that command the reverence of 
our people, and point to the many that are gathered only 
as the full shock of corn in hi. season into their last rest­
ing place, as proofs that health anrllong life, far from be­
ing strangers to QUl'soil, are the characteristics of its people. 
Frequently are the very lips, which murmur lit the strange 
rapidity whicb marks the variations of our seasons, 
coutradicted in their charges of it. unhealthfulness by the 
glow which mantles on the cheek, or the vigor that sus­
tains the frame of those tbat murmur at it. That there 
lire cases of sickness, of disease, of deatb within our bor­
.Ie", might as well be made a charge against tbe truth of 
man's immortality, or a ground of question concerning the 



power of Him who holds our lives iD heing, as against the 
healthfulness of the clime in which He bas placed our lot. 
That man is mortal, wbo can question; that disease, and 
all the sickly heraldry of ills, are the usual forerunner. 
of that change which is appointed unto every heing of our 
race, who can doubt?--but who can fail also to acknow­
ledge that the dread messenger of the tomb comes wi tb 
as little of Datural terror in his look, to those from whom hi. 
spiritual sting has been withdrawn, in this, as in any portioD 
of that universe which sin hath reduced beneath his >,way. 

Of the fertility and abundance which mark tbe products 
of OUl· soil, what cause have we to yield the palm to any 
clime beneath the sun! That a Northern region abounds 
not with the fruits which flourish beneath Southern skies, is 
no reproach; hut who can pass through our land, as the glad 
voice of Spring hath called the sweet warblers .to our groves, 
unlocked the purling rivulets, and decked our-fields 
and woods with the verdure of their early dress, or as 
the hreath of Autumn sweeps over the wal"ing corn-fields, 
and decks the forests with their thousand tints: and if he 
has a heart alive to nature's charms, or awake to the call., of 
gratitude, which the bountie" of a Father'S gracious hand 
present, can fail of acknowledging, that, both n., regal'll. 
the features of our country's loveliness, and the more solid 
charms of its fertility, "the lines nre fallen to us in pleasant 
places; yea, we have a goodly beritage." True, the 
Slln tbat heams upon us decks not our forests with tbe 
orange hloom, nor inhales the sweet savor of the fra­
grant pine: hut neither doth his heat quicken the dendly 
viper into life, nor people the shades of our groves with 
the venomous reptile or the poisonous herb. True, the 
sweet notes of the nightingale echo not through our glades, 
nor doth the gaudy plumage of the bird of paradise reflect 
in its golden hues tbe brightness of the ray that sporl8 
amid its beauties: hut neither doth the liOIl'1i fearful roar 
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",yake horror in the unwary traveller'. breast, nor the 
heauteous tints of the leopard's coat burst, undesired, 
upon the view. True, the breezes tbat awake the bil­
)OW'd smHe around our coasts bear not a spicy freight 
upon their wings to refresh tbe weary seaman, as he draws 
near our land : but neither doth tbe tremendous hurricane 
lash tbe waves into fury, nor the dread Simoom spread 
desolation and dismay across our land. True, the stern 
grasp of winter's icy hand encbains, for some long and 
dreary months, tbe energies of the field and flood: but with 
an air of defiance the same hand hurls back the advances 
of the pestilential fever, and crushes, ere they hurst into 
luxuriance, tbe noxious buds of epidemic disease. 

II. Of the political advantages which attach to this our 
earthly home, I need but allude to those which form our 
interest in the event that wakes the rejoicings of tbis day: 
I mean tbe connexion we rejoice in with tbe coun­
try which stands on the highest pinnacle of earthly great­
ness, and our share in tbe privileges of that constitution, 
wbich has long been tbp. admiration of otber lands and tbe 
glory of our own. Of all tbat is truly valuable in tbo 
name of liberty, surely we may rejoice in tbe full posses­
sion. Partakers in the fostering care of tuat parental 
government, he neath whose sbadow we repose in quiet 
and peace, and whose protection we enjoy without a 
demand IIpon our ·property or our persons towards tb. 
maintenance of its security, there is no privilege that 
tbe most favored of its subjects sbare which is notbestow­
ed on UB, no grade of exaltation, amid the bonors which 
surro.nd its throne, which i. not freely open to tbe honor­
able ambition and pursuit of the lowliest of our inbabi­
t&nts. 

Tb. very vicinity of our land to that vast territory, 
who.e t,mants claim to tbemselvlls a superiority over 
.ther lands in the principles of public liberty, instead .t 



infecting us with any mania for pal'tlc'pntioll in tbeir 
vuunted freedom, surely tenus only to keep alive in us 
a truer appreciation of our OWIT. We must be ulin!! in­
deed to the character whicb has, by latc evellt", ueen more 
prominently enstarnpecl upon tbe vauntd institutions 0 f 
the neighbouring republic, not to perceive tho ground we 
bave for joy, that while our boast of freeJom is not liable 
to the sarcasm with which a citizen of that country was 
lately met, when hailing his parelltage from the freest land 
on eal·th, "Sir, I cun only call that a free coulltry in which 
there ure no slaves;" on the other hand, our uependnnce 
upon the protection of the go\'ernment, whose suhjects we 
rejoice to ue, is not liaule LO be weakened Ily pl'rcci\·jIJ:~ 
tbat it has not puwer to control it.3 subjects, or enforce it.::! 

law5. 

So truly C.I'P- the principles of genuine freedom in, 
culcated and enforceJ by the glorious constitution, \vhose 
benefits, through the goodness of tho Lord, we 110\\! en­
joy, that the prerogative of the Sovcrl'i;;n can no mors DC 
extendc(i to ol'prcs,siol1 , thun the liuerty of the suhject CUll 
Le permitted to wanuer into IjtCllliou.':'IJ(':-'~:, or brullch out 
into act:; of injury or violence. The law::; ullder \\'hith 
we live are not armed with greater power to guard tbe 
throne of royalty, thull they nrc to (ll', teet the ('ott;l~(! of 
the poor. That" the (.! :1l''':J (",til dn no \;ron;;'," is a tloc­
trine which does not m',)rc illvolve the majesty of her 
crown, thull it does the , .. fety of her I' "1'1.·. For while 
there is 110 limit tl) the t'xtcnL !Il which LIIC sovereign 
:,u\\,l.:r may be displayed in ue{~ of lil('l'(','/ uud o,r grace, 
th'J bO!J,l{I.~, by "hich th~ la\\..; n ,tr:tid 11.1)11 inJury and 
wro .;. ]() not r:Wl'1.:' d:.':lrly restrict OlW suhjcct from the 
injury of' his fi:llvw, th II t!J\..')' r '·':~'aill the h:lnd \Vh.;~'h 
~ways the sceptre of these vast drJllIi~1:on5 from wronglOg 
the most uistant, the 1110,t lowly or .;;·bO til'" !Jaw he-

Heath its rule. 
n 



'rhesc, then, beloved fellow countrymen, are til(' 
political advantages which endear to us the land in 
which they are so freely, so continually enjoyed. The 
heauteous combination of perfect liberty with complete 
protection can be witnes'ell in no other land in grealer 
perfection than it is in this. 'I'his sheds a charm even 
'''"er the dependance which we acknowledge; and gives 
us on interest in all that concerns the personal happiness, 
as well as the public greatness, of our Sovereign, which 
none can know and feel but those who have participated 
in the sunshine of pareutal favor, which smiles from the 
throne upon it. most distant subjects, anrl have known by 
:heir own expcrience the glow of child-like reverence 8nll 
:::ratitudc, which warms the hearts of those Who feel how 
len!ledy their every privilege is cared for, how anxiously 
their every right enforced. 

Ill. Of the religious advantages which are connected 
with this OUI' home, I come now, thil'dly, to speak. And if, 
on the ~corc of the natural blessings of climate anu soil, 
we gladly yield the palm to the beloved land from which 
nur OWf\ descent i5 for the most part traced: if, on the 
!!"I'ound of political advantages, we may rejoice in the 
participation of a full c'luality with tbose who are glad­
dened L.y a nearer prospect of the Sovereign's smile, hur 
I),Y no deeper jnlrrest in the Sovereign':; care than lve : 
on the groUlHl of religious freeuom, we feel that we are 
even more greatly favorell than the tenants of the parent 
.oil. \\"ho in this favorell Ia'nd can erer fanry are­
~traint upon his conscience, or an 8ssault upon his purse) 
JlJ iJf'b:dr of any ~rm of floctrine, or of discipline, of 
which in his heart he disapproves? \V ho can ever con­
jure up in his imaginationlhe sbadow of a restriction IIpon 
the r"or,Jom of his choice, a. regards the vine or the fig­
tree, (Jf 1\ 1105(; fruits he shall purticipate~ or in whose 
-ha,le he shall repose! 
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Yet, au the other hant!, my own heart would reproach 
tn~, did I not remind you that there is no blessing connected 
with the E.tabli~hment of a National religion, of which, 
though freed from any pressure of its bUI'den, we do not 
enjoy the benefit. \Vill not your hearts go with me, 
dearly beloved, in ascribing praise to the Lord, that, while 
ye are left in the exercise of an unbias.ed liberty in the 
choice of your religious opinions, ye have not been left to 
wandel' in the darkness of untutored ignorance, or the li­
centiousnese of godless infidelity. G"ievously as every 
Christian heart must lament the lack of spiritual instruc­
tion, in which so many portions of our lane1 have long ueen 
lying, yet we can scarcely fear, that, in our most neglected 
harbor, 01' our deepest wood, there livesa family, in which 
the name of God has not been known at least, hbwevcr 
little it may be honot'ed, in which the salvation which i, by 
Jesus Christ bas not at least been heard of, howl'ITr littl~ 
it may have been apprehended or enjoyed. \ ca, we doubt 
whether among au .. unci I'ilized brethren,the elde .. natives of 
our common land,-with whose enjoyments ye desire thi. 
day to associate the names and nuptials of our gracious Sl.~ 
vereign and her Koyal Spouse,-there be one so ignorant 
ns not at least to recognize the truth of tbe immortality 01" 
his soul, and of his responsilJility for goofl or evil t', 
the Great Spirit tbat hath given him his life! 

Contrast, for a moment, even with their state, the ,Iark­
ness of the minds of those misguided youths, who, by a 
iiau necessity which their own transgressions had in­
duced, were compelled to pRy the fOl'feit with their Ulood 
or their murderous aggressions upon the soil and tbe in­
hallitants of our sister Colonies. Urged, witb tbat ten­
derness which mingles even with the severity of British 
justice, to take heed totbeir souls' welfare, b.efore Eternity 
awoke them to their loss, and to accept the IDstructlOns or 
a spiritual guide llefore they were summoned into the worLI 
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of ,pirits to nnswer fM their deeds, they almost without 
exception replied, "No! we have never been taught to ue­
lieve that we had n souT, that there is an Eternity, that them 
is a God; fill!l we care not to ({now it now, when the con· 
viction of its truth, if it he true, woul<lonly unne'Te us hy 
the horror it would wake within our hearts," Citizens 
they were of a country, which uoasts the freedom of its 
institutions, and the intelligence of its people, hut dis­
cards, as contmo'y to freedom,the idea of n national provi­
sion for religious instru~tion" anci, in seeming ignorance 
of man's lost estate, leaves its untutored suhjects to find 
their own way to God and to beavell, 

!\lay we 110t rejoice, then, beloved fellow-countrymen, 
Ih.I, while the true spirit of ci,-il and religious liherty 
is ensured to us, our souls 'hu\'c not heen Jeft uncare(l 
for, nor the mean, of attaining tbe liuerty of the chil­
dren of God kept uack with a false tenderness from 
our reach, My brethrell, 1 appeal to you,' bearts,-to 
Ihe heart of that one of you, if there ue such a one 
"ere, that may have heen disposed to question the ten­
elencyof the"e few last rcmarks,-and ask, ha,'e we not 
reasoq,.!o rejoice, tbat, tbrough 'he ulessing of our God, nnd 
through the care of that great country in whose pri\"ilcgciJ 
and whose LledsiDgs we so richly share, our land ha3 not 
more c~uge for gratulation in its natural advantages, nor 
[l more exalted standing in political freedom, than it has 
ground foo' joy in the title, hased upon the pllrity of S,rip­
ture principles and the extent of Scripture knowledge 
that pervade it, ofn CHRISTIAN I.iND. fro your own heart:; 
I leave the prosecution of the enquiry to what this state of 
things is to be traced: uut from your own hearts I demand 
a grateful acknowle,lgment of the loving-kindness of the 
Lord, in tbat, throughout tbe length and uteadth of our 
land, Christ is at least occasionally preached, and the souls 
of young and old invited to come, and buy, without money 
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lind without price, of the wine and milk that may satisfy 
their spi rits and refresh their souls, 

Each of the three top;"s on which I have endeavore!1 
now to recal to your mint!s, beloved, the reasons for YOUi' 

rejoicing acknowledgment, that" the lines arc fallen to you 
in pleasant places, that ye have a goodly heritage," will 
suggest a brief reflection or two of a practical nature. 

Tile natural advantages of our favored lan!1 direct our 
nlinus more immediately to the gracious Author of our 
abounding blessings, and suggest a call UpOIi you, my bre­
thren, to see that ye continually render to t he Lord the 
praise and glory due unto His Name. Surely IIi, goodness 
and His mercy have followed you all the days of your life: 
He hath anointed your heaus with oil, and caused your CUI' 

to run over. Thankful am I that He halh put it into your 
hearts to 'praise Him fo,' it this day ill His Holy temple: 
O! may YOUl'lives be corresponueLlt to this act, and shew 
throughout their remaining tenor the di:,po:-:itilJl' to !.dori!:v 
His Name. Yet, richly as He Ius spread around the path 
of your earthly pilgrimage the richest bountic:-; of Hj~ 
hand, He hath enstamped upon the sweetesl of thelll all 
the marks of change und ofdeeay, to leal! you ('\"(~II 3lllid:-t 

their enjoyment to the thoughts of that country of far 
richer joys, tbat home of "piriltlal and eternal deli~ht,. 
which He has p"epared fur His people auove. Of liL" 
1,Iessings of our earthly home all arc partakers. TIll' 
Sun ariseth upon the evil and the good; the earth unfolds 
he,' beauties and unlocks het· treasures to the unjust ,<' 
well as to the just. Not so, the home of the reueemed 
above. Its mansions await the foliolVer of eh,i,t alone, 
its doors aumit alolle the converted ant! the holy. Deal' 
friends, we arc fellow-citizens of this our earthly herita)!e : 
let me entreat you earnestly to e'Hluirc, are we also" It·l­
low-citizens with the saints alJ(l of the household of Go·I.· 

B 2 
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fellow-travellers to "tbe city which bath fuundations," 
f"lIow·heirs ortbat "kingdom which cannot he moved." 
'Ti, not for man, who ,seetb not tbe heart, to decide this 
';'lCstion for you: hut may the God of all grace nnd mercy 
j:ran', that the root of true piety be found within you: and 
Ihat, howe"er checked by the frosts of the wor! d',; atmos­
I,he .. e, or hidden from the careles. g,]ze by the leaves that 
protect ita tenderncs~, jt:~ blossom may in the spring.timc 
.of the Eternal year, like our own sweet 11ower, break forth 
in fragmnce and in Lloam, and he fuund li1eet to Lc trans· 
planted to the garden of our Hea"enly Ki:l:;. 

The natural ;ul\':l.I1Llg'C3 of our country would h·~ the 
5l:lIllP, under \vhatevpr ((HLll of g'ovcrnment or of rrl;g:')!l 
its inhauitant. mi~ht dwell: but the blessin;s of political 
freedom to which I ende3\'oure<l, .ecoodly, to direct your 
(')'<'5, h"l<Hl,Z to us n"i suhject.., of the BI"iti .... h S~p.ptre, nn(1 
fu.;gest to me the call upon yon, dearly belove,1, I:cver to 
he ashamed to crlnft,.;..;; the nlany lit~'" of ~raterul obliga­
li')71, which IJinrl you to th'~ cxprcHio1 of a devoted 11)Y· 
: lty to the :-.111:11r('11 of th!',,,:p realm.,. ~''.J,ly not our ns· 
ff':::lllin;; i~} thi:; hOU3e to d ly I~"! permitted to gi\'e rise t,) 

~o:ne 'pien.;in,!! loyal associatilm:5? Thi;; sacl'cd edifice, 
,-:-ithin " .. hich we arc nssemhk·d, was the gift of n Royal 
l .. ncestor of our graciou3 qJcea. Anxious, that, whcrc\'{'r 
}:i .. 5\\,,1)' \\"l~ rpC'f),~nil.,~d, hi~ people shoull} he taught 
t"ll"ir dllty to their 1I'''~\'(,1l1:; Kin,;, he planted these sarrell 
wall:; amid the f.~rf'~t !'.tumr;;, ;t~ a fol,] in which the few 
fhecp ill tll::; then wililerness might, Sahbath after Sah· 
hath, be enclosed. \Vithin thi3: enclosure, in afcer ycar3, wa;; 
J1U 'Tlucred omon,; the wor~hiprers of God the honorerl 
and hmenteJ PJrent of onr S)\'{'r('i~n, And here ha\'c 
yo this (hy Leen joining in the prayer, that He, hy whom 
l~in;3 rri~;1 anrl Ptiaces decree justice, may guide our So· 
Yer";~n L~.dy in the path, ofgodlincs3 and peace; and h~re 
hath mallY "n aspiration, doubt!c33, ri'~ll to the G iHr of nil 
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spiritual grace for Lle;;sings upon that nuptial union, which 
we this day would celebrate, Long, O! long Illay VleTO­
RH, in the fear of God, and in the lo\'e of her people, sway 
the sceptre of these realms, Rich, O! rich be.the outpour­
ing of the Llessings of the God of Abraham upon the 
nuspicious union of her hand anrl heart with the object of 
her affections, and of her unLtiasscd choice. Cultivate, 
dear brethren, remember how many are your obligation::; 
to cultivate, a spirit of heartfelt loyalty like tbis, L')II~ 

may it flouridh in your breasts. Long, yea long, may it 
lead you to pou,' forth your heart·fdt supplications to 
the God of mercies on our SO'w"creign's behalf. Long 
may it presenre you in firm attachment to her throne and 
government, and in cheerful oueJience to the law.:; she 
Imnlster5. Loyalty has ever lieen your leading charac~ 

ter: O! ch3rish it in full luxuriance,-a loyalty, which, 
though, like DUI" own sweet fluwer, it may be llUmLlc in 
pretensions, and unknl)\\'ll to famc, yet, blooming amitl 
the snows, will scarce yichl, ill the s\\'ectncs5 of its fra­
grance, or tbe delicacy of its tjnt~, cren tf} dC.1r E.ngland·~ 

Rose, 

Once more, lJcloved fello\v-countrymen, sutTer the w01"11 

of admonition in the rememurance of the blessing3 of re­
Jirriolls fl'eedom, which in these our pleasant pL.1.C(;S ye CIl­

jo~. Your assembling here this day, ~o.mroscd as y.our .A.:.. 
fiociation i~ of members of evcry rellglOu:i denollllnalln!l. 

gives earnest of a spirit of harmony an{~ Chr!stin~ lo\'c i'; 
thc maintenance of the (lifi'erences, which, In JUllior nOll 

non.cssential points, prevail among yon. O! take heed ~o 
yourdelveo , and seek the "Iessiug of the Lord, that tbls 
"pirit of Christiall fellowship and chanty may ever eXI" 

nmon.j you. It can be no more expectcd, that, on C~Cl."~ 
point of Christian faith, there should "e n perfect Slim-

, tl J'nhabitants of earlh, than that there lanry among le 



20 

should be an exact resemblance in tbe complexions of theif 
countenances, or the features of their form. I doubt not 
myself, that the unity for which the Saviour so carnest· 
Iy prayed is attained, when his followers, HOLDING ON TO 

H"I " TREIR HEAD, agree to hol<1 those shades of minor 
difference ill foruearance an(1 in love. But, my friends, 
gURrd, I entreat you, guard against t~e approaches of that 
spirit which would army you in hostility against each 
other on the ground of these di\<·crsitie:·;: and count him an 
€nemy to your own and your countrY':!j pence, who would 
sow the seeds of religious disunion alllong you, nnd urge 
>lny of you to deem yourselves aggrieved because of any 
fancicel fa~or which the professors of any other form of 
Christianity may seem to enjoy. Mad< well at lenstthe 
religious character and conduct of anyone, who would, as 
has so unhappily been elone ill other land" make usc of 
religiou;; distinctions as weapons of political warfare; 8nti 

deem those ever unsafe guides for yOUlo religious opinion~, 
who nre no (certain of their OWI1. O! be it your care, 
heloveel, that urotherly love may continue; and if, in 
the constitution of our fallen natul·c, there must he rival­
ry where there is difference, let yours be the rivalry of 
(' hrj~ti,lO love, nnd the endeavol' to surpa,;,;,,;; your cOlllpeti­

tors in the race of expansive benevolence, anel the care of 
never, dying souls. Then mnr we hope thnt our enjoy­
ments of religious blessings, in this our earthly home, mlly 
he perpetuated in that heller country, to which the Chris­
tian tends; and that th·, riv.lrv in Christian usefulness 
on earlh will be exchanged for tbe hlessed desire of singing 
the loudest song in heaven, to the praise of HIM TR.<T 81T­

TETH THERE ON THE THRONE, AND OF THE LA.MB FOR 

E l'"£.RMORE. Amen. 
------------_.-------
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