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P.uSON£GE, Brookville, March 111h. 1840. 

TO----Esq. 

Dear Sir, 

I feel much pleasure in complying with the request of member. of 

the Church and certain others made through you-that I would permit 

the publication of a SermM on Christian Temperance. preached last 

Sunday evening in our Parish Church. 

If the subject be dispassionately examined, I am humbly of opinion 

that no candid christian mind can regard either the delivery or publication 

of such a Lecture. as being a COMMITTAL to Intemperance, but as it is 

in truth, Ihe very reverse. A close adherence to the Word and Spirit of 

the Divine Volume. can not involve ungodly consequences. The miracla 

at the marriage feast did not so commit our blessed Lord. "Jesus did 

nol commil himself unlo men" in any way whatever, "for he knew what 

was in man." 

Supposing some should say that after all I only take shelter behind a 

miracle, what then? What better shelter do we need, or can we find than 

the adorable Saviour himself. Let thosp. who differ in opinion from us 

speak against us if they will. but with God's help they .hall have no 

ground to affirm Ihat we "liglltly esteemed the rock of our Salvation." 

" Rock of ages cleft for me, 

"Let me hide myself in thee." 

To express myself in the words of a modern writer-HI prefer to rely 

upon the simple word oftrulh, of which Scripture is Ihe depository. and 

since Christ has told me to prench the wl •• le counsel of God, to do Sl) 

fearlessly and without doubting; being I\ware on the one hand that his 
thoughts are not our thoughts nor our ways his ways. nnd on the other 

that he is JUSTIFIED in his· sayings, and overcomes when HE IS JUDGIO." 

Your affectionate Brother, and Minister in Christ, 

Eo DENROCBE. 



COLLECT BEFORE SERMON, 

ALMIGHTY GOD, 

wbo bast given 

tbine on Iy Son to 

be unto us, both 

a sacratice for sin 

and also an ENS AMPLE of Godly life; 

give us grace that we may always most 

tbankfuily receive that His inestimable 

benefit, and also 

daily endeavour 

ourselves to fol· 

low the blessed 

steps ofBis most 

boly life, through. 

the same our Lord 

Jesus Christ.-

..... ". 



SERMON. 
"When the ruler of the feast had tasted Ihe water that was made wine 

and koew not whence it was, (bu, the servants , .. hkh drew the wate; 
knew,) the governor of the feast called the bridegroom and saith unto' 
him, 'Every man at the beginnm,?' ,k: ~ set forth GOOD WINE; and when 
men have well drul)li", then I hal '\\ liith I:::> worst; but tnl)u hast kept the 
GOOD WINE until 7161.0. Tlw, 1J('!~aJr.il1'O!" of miracles did Jesus in Cana of 
G~lIilee, and manifested limh I." "I",),: and his Disciples believed on 
Hlm."-JonN II. CHAP. 3,h, IIlJ:, i.:. 11th I'LI"I:>. 

We read in Scriptnre, rr,,' \.r,o·!l"'Il, tl.at C\r:st was "all 
cxample that we shollld [of/"u' his steps; we may therefore 
conclude that such passages of it as record expressly remar­
kable incidents in his most f,',ly life are worthy of our 
special consideration, that we may the more readily "be 
comformed to his imag('," aud the "mind be ill us, which 
was also in Christ Jesu"." 

Our text, selected from the 2J lesson (If. this morning's 
service, demands therefore a stcirt attention. It refers to 
the, very first recorded miracle of our bleosed Lurd,-a 
miracle whereby he "manifes'ed forth his gl(!ry" and con­
firmed the faith of his new disciples. Although, my br~lh­
ren the transaction was miraeulous in its r,,'tLl'e, "e ran 
plainly trace in it the spirit and motive of 1101 \\ ~") pe.~­
formed it; and by contemplating these without pI't juJic.·, 
endeavor 10 "know what manner of spiril WE arc uf:' 

Marriage among the,Jews was an event of milch domestic 
interest. Its celebration was accompanied, lil,e as among 
·all. other nations, with much festivity, amI outward demon­
stration of joy,-It was a time of feasting, not of fasling; 
Rod lasted Beven days-"ean the children oCtile bridecham­
her FAST," said our Lord, "as long as the bridegroom is 
with them ?"-(during the prescribed w('eks of joy and 
gladness ?)-by no means. Fasting would have been out 
of place. 'fhe time was usually spent in agrMlible conve~ 
8ation; certain innocent sports; in propounding and re!l~~ 
ving riddle8~ in the diversion of music, and probably 11\ 

dancing, and in pirtaking of such meats and drinks as the 
~idegroom's means allowed him to supply> It was cus-
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tomaryalso on 8ueh occasions, to &fleel a Maller o( tbe 
Ceast, who should do the honors oC the entertainment. 

One oC these Jewish marriages "Chrisl ad orne,), lind 
beautified with his presence and first miracle that he wrought 
in Cana of Galilee." There was another town of the same 
aame in the Iribp. of Zebulon, this \Vas in the tribe of Asher. 
in Gtlilee. It is cnnJt>ctured that the marriage recorded in 
the 2t.1 ch. of ~l. J,lhn, WIIS that of a relative of Mary, Ihe 
mOl her of our Lord; and probably wa~ celebrated at the 
hou~e 01 Clpopas, whose wife Mary, was sister 10 our Lord's 
mother. Thlls-"the mother of Jesus was Ihere; and both 
Jesus Ivas called, and his disciples to the marriage." 

In our Lord's character, my brethren. we observe no 
ascetic ri~idoess, nothing of the halshness and severity that 
allachfs itsflfto some gloomy religionists. He "CAME EAT· 

ISG ASD DRISKING," evidencing a disposition of mind the 
gery contrary of an austere temper. He sanctioned and 
eeo«:cliJied all seasonable mirth and innorent festivity by 
hi8 iire,9eJlce at this marria[e in Cana of Galilee; at Ihe 
eotort:iinmellt given him by Matthew, (for "Levi made him 
... ·.REAT FEA'iT io his house;" at the dinner of a certain 
Pharisee Ivho .. besou!!ht Him to dine with him;" at the 
table of tloe publican Z;ccheus; and at the house of Laza­
rus where "they made him a supper." 

Our Lnrd, by conl'erling the water into wine, at Ihe 
request of his earthly parent, not ooly left on record an 
example of filial obedience, buttl1ught his followers 10 the 
end of time that "evenj creature of God is good, and nothing 
to b". r~fused. if it be recp.ived wilh Ihankseiving for it is 
lIanc/lfied hy the word of God and prayer. Fllr this reason 
Christ sai I 10 the Servant.s: .. Draw out now, aod bear 
(the mirliculous wine) unto the r.overoor of the feast;" in 
order to his Llessing it, as was the udoal practice on 8uch 
occa!ions. eh ri~1 hereby shewed that the use of the crea. 
tures of God rxposes us to 110 NECESSITY of sin. He has 
elsewhere plainly 18ught us. thai our Il.~e of Ihings lawful 
must be temperate; but that If they offend us, that is, if we 
Buffer th~1D 10 become-c .. uses o(sin in IB, we must .. pluck 
out the lIght eye," a(,icI '.60s:.ut oN. .. ria!)t band." 

It. is .worthy. of reQJarK';'~y br~ea: that our ble'led 
Lo" lwU;bangmg the wa&l,. iato WiD.. DO' to lupply the 



7 

,cLual wan Is of his entertainers, bnt to minister to thfir 
innocent festivity, is said to have "manifested forth HIS 
GLORY." For by his own inherent and supreme power he 
IIhered the fixed laws of naturl'. and rroved himself crea. 
lion's Lord. As a consequence of his blessed miracle ... his 
disciples believed on him;" his apostles, newly e,alhered 
around him, were Ihus confirmed in their faith. Our Lord 
did not prove his mission or commission by telling men to 
"lake his word for it," bul by the testimony, the plaiD 
eJ:\ernal evidence of miracles. Consequf!ntly he said 10 
the Jews-" Ihe u.'orks which the Father hath given w-e to 
finish, the same works tht I do. bear wilnc8s of me, thac 
the Father hath se!!t me;" .. though ye belia,-e not ME. 

believe the WORKS. thaI ye may know and believe Ihatthe 
Father is in me and I in him."-(John x. 38.) 

A furlher consideration of Ihe subject leads to the true 
Dature of Scriptural temperance; to It.e lemperance which 
adorned the life of Jesus-received his divine sanction, and 
is approved from of old. 

The Almighty, to "save us from our sins," has been 
pleased from time to time to make extraordinary revelations 
of his will, and to establish his "Church the pillar and 
ground of the truth," as the commissioned keeper of "the 
oracles of God." He has also been pleased to affirm thaa 
his creatures shall take the declaration of that will, set 
forth in his word, to be a "lamp unto their feet, and.a lan­
tern unto tbeir paths;" and that "if any speak not a€COf­

ding to his words, it is because there is no light in them. 
We read not. my brethren, in God's word of any authori­
zed society. other than his Church, for instructing men in 
the morality that is acceptable in his sighl; nor of any au­
thorized colle of temperance, other than that found in his 
Divine law. He recognizes no Temperate Society except 
his own Ch'/.fch. He approves of no laws and pl~dges of 
morality but such as are basell upon strictly gospel princi­
ples. He accepts no works but such as prnceed from faith. 
If therefore wOe desire to be unitealto the true and only true 
Tempennce Society. we mllst unite ourselves to "THE 
COMMUNION OF SAINTS ;" if we desire to be truly Lemper. 
ate we mU5t become truly Christian j for then we shall by 
divine grace become "temperate in all things;" If lVe de­
sire pledges of sobriety, let them be tbe Sacramental 
pI\dges of Christ'S own instUulioD. To THEM he has prD~ 
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""ised his blessing; 10 none other. ! ( we d.esire .that a 
lemperonc('. acceptable to God, .should b? .pvl~,ent ID our 
lives' lei us seek il 85 ",!Ie frmt of the ~Plrll. -(Gal. r. 
23.) 'Any thing called temperance, that yPl is n~'ttlle fruit 
of tile Spirit, is not 3ccepl"ble, nay deserv .. .- !.'S cOlldem· 
nation; for inaslTlllch 89 it ".I·,in~~ not of jaith,"' it par· 
takes of Ihe nature ,,( sin.· D .• W;'. my bro>llirell, deplore 
'the sin of illl'Jxicclli']Il. the disgusting ind"j~ly so preva· 
lent in 11,p \Vorl,!, anJ desire 10 turn them from this parti. 
cular form of wickedness? Ipt us shew th",'1 God's curss 
~",insl it-I',at "drunkards shall r,ot inherit the kingdom 
0)( Heaven." I.et us not add to th,jr mi", ry Ly sending 
them to a 1I/f'f.'z,/ human devi;p, an institution u::,.,·,: on 
the fear of,,,"" ; 'Id us not lead them tu "the arm (.f flesh" 
aDd to the ClIr,f of "pllltin~ Ih~ir trust in man," uut to 
.. CUltrST AriD THE CIII·I:ClI." .\ 11\ tl,in~ dtnrt of tl,is, is 
7Dorse 'han useJt·,s; for if till'\' ,,'cr,:led by inferior rn"ti"e~ 
to abstain from the sin of excessive drinkillg, they wCluld 
be dra",n into self·conceit and ~.If-tlependcnce, anrl thu8 
merely change from one [olm of in"luity to another. 

Are YOll, my brethren, "IlAPTIZED into Christ Jesus 1" 

YOII are members of the most honorable and only true 
Temperance Society; vuu are" called to "., naints. called 
to be sober," called to b~" temperate in all t;'ill!!;.~."-\:-()II 
see your calling brethren, see that ye" wall, w(JTllzy ofyo"r 
high'Vocatio7t," as memberA of a society whil.h (j 01' hath 
constituted, and not man. Arc you not pleLlgf>d, m~st sol­
emnly pledged, not by attaching your name to Ii scran of 
paper, but by your baptismal engagement. by a pltrli(e 
mad .. to Christ and the Church, to "renounce the devil awl 
all his works, t',e vain pomp and glorv of the world, witil 
all covetous desires of the same, and the carnal desires of 
the flesh, so that thou wilt nol follow nor be lell bv th~m 1" 

Do any think that because this pledge was made in their 
names while they were yet infants, thaI a further opportu­
nity of pledging themselves 10 be lE'mperate ~hould be 
proyided! The CHURCH my brethren, the true, the God­
appo.i~ted Temperance Soci~ty has within her the nquisi\e 
provISIon. In the solemn rile or Confirmatiun, her mem-

• "W nrks done before the grace of Christ, and the inspiration of hi. 
SPla'T, are not pleasant to God for as much 83 they spring IIot offallt, 
In Jesus Chr,st; yea, rather for !hat they are not done as God ""'" ID~ 
W IJ7Id "",,"""nded lhem 10 be don" wedoubL noVilaf !hey han !he nat\ll'e 
<l{Sur!'-S" 13I4 .. &ide of'''' ChH1. 
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hers not only may, but are required "in the presenee of 
God ~nd of the Congregation," to renew the solemn (pledge) 
promzse and vow, made in their name at their baptism; 
ratifying and confirming the same in their own persons, and 
acknowledging themselves bound to believe and do ALL 

those things which their Godfathers and Godmothers then 
undertook for them." 

Are any of opinion that frequent putting down of names 
to the roll and attendance at the public meetings ofTem­
perance and total abstinence S<Jcieties tend to strengthen 
men's resolutions to abstain from their sin of intoxication? 
Christ, my brethren, has provided more effectual means in 
those "pledges of his love," the "holy mysteries, which he 
has instituted and ordained as a continual remembrance of 
his death to our great and endless comfort." There con­
tinually can we see our names engraved" on the palms of 
his hands,"-"wrillen witn a pen of iron"-the nail and 
the spear, written in characters of blood, "the blood of 
God's dear son !" . there we renew our pledge continually. 
There from time to time "offer and present o:Jfselves, our' 
souls and bodies, to be a reasonable, holy, ~nd lively sacri­
fice I1nto GOD," and" assure ourselves that we are very 
members incorporate in the mystical BODY of his Son, the 
blessed Company of all faithful people," mpmbers of his 
mystical body the Church, his own Temperance Sociely. 

If, brethren, these merciful provisions, together with the 
other meana of grace, are not sufficient to restrain us from_ 
sin, nothing else can. "Lord to whom shall we go, thou 
hast the words of eternal life," and we believe and ale sure 
that" thou alone canst save us from our sins." Do the 
advocates of human expedients think that Christianity has 
not gone far enough, and by their practices insinuate 88 

much? The Church of Christ is a .. Temperance Society" 
touching things LAWFUL j ilis a "Total Abstinence Society" 
touching things SINFUL ;-a society that enjoins upon ils 

members not only abstinence from sin but from all appear­
ance of evil." 

This brings us, brethren, to a point of momentous enqui­
ry-one which must be settled by the testimony of the 
Word of God, by the practice of his servants, and by tbe 
sDnction of the S'\f,iour in the days of his fiesh,-name!y,1 
whether tbe USE or wine and strong drink is sinful or Dol 
,.In( .. l 
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II .eems almolt a D.eedlel8 labour 10 lurD 10 other p ..... 
gel DC Scripture while we have the miracle of our Lord' 
before us, yet 80me others may "make assurance doubly 
8ure." 

We must ever bear in mind Ihat what is morally wron, 
-whal is palpably sinful now, was such under the old dis­
pensalion ; yel in the 14lh chapter of the book of Deuler.on­
amy, beginning at the 22d verse, we find thai the Isratht~. 
(or the expreds purpose of "learning 10 fear Ihe Lord Ihetr 
God always," were actually commanded to "eal before the 
Lord Iheir God, in Ihe place where he should set his name, 
Ihe tythe of their corn, of their wine, of Iheir oil, and 
Ihe firstlings of Iheir flncks. And if Ihe way was tau 
10ng,II0 thai Ihey were not able to carry iI ; or if the place 
was 100 far from Ihem, which Ihe Lord their God had cho­
sen; then, Ihey were to turn il inlo money. and go unlo Ihe 
place, and bestow Ihat money for whatsoever Iheir 80ul 
lusled after, for oxen, or for sheep. or for wine, or for 
STRONG DRINK· or for whatsoever their 80ul desired; and 
Ihey were 10 eat il there before the Lord Iheir God, and 
10 rejoice, they and their households; and the Levite Ihat 
was within their gates; they were Qot to forsake him, 
forasmuch as he had no part nor inheritance among Ihem." 
Besides thi~; acc:Jrding to Ihe law, God gave to the Tribe 
of LEVI all the tenth of the increase of Israel; and these 
in turn gave a tYlhe of their tenth to Ihe family of Aaron, 
which was to be .. reckoned unto them, as Ihough it were 
the corn of Ihe threshing tI')Or, and a8 the fullness of the 
WINE PRESS. (See Numbers IS, 27.) Thus so far from 
the use of wine being denied even to the priesthood, they 
received one tenth of Ihe wine of all Israel, and Ihe familv 
of Aaron which was more specially holy unto the Lord 
received the tythe of Ihat wine-tythe. We read also, 
thai "The L'lrd spake unto Aaron, saying,-Do nol drink 
wine nor strong drink, Ihou nor Iby sons with Ihee, WHEN 

• Siktra, Or strong drink was a beverage "made of date. and of variou. ~rts ofBoed, ~nd rooLs, and was sufficiently powe,fulal any rate 10 ocea • • ,on IIlloXlcatton. It was drunk mixed with waler. From the puro ",:me and slkera, the,e was made an a'~i6cial drink, cl&aumri!., tran.l.ted Ylnegar-wh,ch was laken at meals WIth vee;tlabl .. and bread Ruth II 14. It was. also a common drink, Num.6, 3, a~d was uee'ct by~' Roman aoldlers:-Mat. 27, 4S."-Jahn'. JI,clllulDgy. 
The word .riA: ..... come. from Ihe Hebrew ...... , to inebriate. 81. J~rome (10 Epll. ad Nepal,) oaya that any IntollcatiDC liquor i. eaUed, .ibN wbether made of_, apples, boney, clatca, or olber liaill. 
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ye go into the Tabernacle of the Congregation lest ye 
die ;"-This evidently implied thaI the use oflhem al other 
times was lawful. Thus we see, my Brethren. that the use 
of wine and strong drink was altogether sanctioned to both 
'b.e people. and the )l~ieslhood under the law. They used 
wme also tn the sacrifices; and thus we find our Lord, in 
conformity wilh Itat usage, drinking it (thollgh not en· 
joined by the law,) at the passover with his disciples, and 
telling them, .. 1 will nol drink Itencefurtlt of this fruit of 
the vine, \lntil thaI day when I drink it new with you in the 
kingdom of heaven." 

Our blesspd Lord not only used wine in his sacred Jewish 
fite, but adopted the use of il into his Church Christian; 
commandint;' ALL to drink of that" cup of blessing," of that 
momorial 01 hi. preciolls blood·shedding, which wilh the 
symbol of his hody, was .. to slrengthen and refresh our 
lIouls. as ollr bodies are strengthened and refreshed by 
bread and wine." The ~ame incarnate God of holiness not 
merely sanctioned the social or common use of wine, but 
actually formed a miraculous supply for SUCH a purpose. 

Thus we find that our Saviour, so far from discountenan· 
cing either the SACRED or the COM~rON use of wine, (and 
certainly he did not supply it by way of medicint to the 
marriage guests,) gave the full sanction of his Divine au­
thority to the temperate use of il in BOTH respects. We 
therefore conrlude that no man, who may choose 10 be 
wise above what is written in the law and in the gospel. 
has a right to judge the Christian in drinks allowed of God. 

"But," sav the advocates of human Temperance and Ab· 
stinencE' Societies, .. the Apostle has said 'all things are 
lawful for me, but all things are not expedient." Yes: 
in truth hE' did so write. But leI us not wrest the passage 
from ils proper application. He is speaking of the propriely 
of advanced Christians abstaining from such meat and wine 
as had been "offered in sacrifice" to "idols," lesl the failh 
of some wE'ak brethren might thereby be endangered. He 
5ays, .. all things are lawful for me, bul I will not be brought 
under the power Ilf any; meats for the belly and the belly 
for meats, bill God will de!ltroy both il amI them" (lst Cor. 
6th ch.) All"ain, (in the 10th eh.) he ~ays-" The things 
which the Gentiles sacrifice, Ihey sacrifice to devils and not 
to God; and I would 110& that ye should hue fellowship 
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with de,ili. Ye cannot dr~nk oj l~e cup of the Lortl lind 
the cup fir devils; ye csnnol be p,ftakers of the Lord'. 
tabl., 4nd the labl.:: of devils.-All Ihin~s are lawful for me, 
but all thin~s arc not ~xpedienl; bll things are lawful for 
me, but all thin~s edify 1I0t. Lei no man seek his own bUI 
every man anolher's wealth. '~hatever is s?ld in the 
shomblrs, that cat, asking no ,!'JeSllOnS for conscience 8ak~, 
fur the earth is the Lords and thd fulness Ihereof. And If 
any of the,n thaI helieve not, bid you to a feast, and.ye be 
di,posed to go, l1:hatever is set before you, eal; askmg no 
'lu~slions for ('onscience sake. But if any man say un~o 
you" this i~ offerl'll in sacrifice 10 IDIILS," eat nol, lor hl8 
sake Ihat ,hew~d thee, for the earth is the Lords (llot the 
idol's) and Ihe fulness Ihereof. Conscience, I say, nollhine 
OWII, bUI uf the other (who mi~ht Ihus be led to reckon thee 
thus eating or ,Irinking Ihings ofl'ered 10 idul~, to be a main· 
tainer and fullower of idulalry.-"Whether therefure," the 
Apoetle continues, "y. ealor drink, do all to the glory of 
Gud," And 10 the Unmans he say" (14th chap.) .. For 
meat deslroy 1101 the works of Gotl. ALL Ihings illdeed 
art" pure; but it is evil for that man who ea\eth with off~lIce. 
It is good neither to eat flesh, nor to drillk wine, nor any 
thing wherehy thy brolher stumbldh or is offended, or is 
made wpak. Hast thou faith? bave it to thvself before 
God, H.ppy is h,e that condemnelh not himself in that 
thing which he alloweth. And he that doubleth is damned, 
(condtmned of hi, own conscience,) if he eat, because he 
eateth not of faith; for whatsoever is not of faith is sin." 

It iq plain Ihal the A poslle is speaking of matters "of 
faith, in one and nil of Ihese several passa~es. He is sim· 
ply telling Ihe Corinthi3n and Roman converts that Ihough 
meats an,1 wines, were things pure in themselves; good 
and lawful to be used; and that though their having been, 
olfere,l to) idols could not so change their nature as to 
make them unfit for use, that nevertheles8 if 8 partaking of 
meat or wine, so offered in sacrifice to an idol, mighl tend 
to ~ha~e the faith of a "weak" brother, the strong were 
bound ID love to forego the use of Ihal identical meal and 
wine, lest such a person might be "E'mboldencd" to partake, 
of them as ., offered to idols ;" and thus" the weak brother 
periih for. whom Chrisl died." "Wherefore, "saya the 
~poslle "If '!leal make my brother to offend," to fall into 
tdolalry, I Will eat no flesh while the world siandeth." 
Now you will be pleased 10 bear in mind tbat much of ,hi. 
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maUer is addressed to the Church of Corinth. some of 
whose members used to get drunk. and that too at the 
Lord's lahle. But when the Apostle spoke of their sin on 
that occasion, he never once hinted, even in the most remota 
manner, that it was Ihe use of the wine. that "matle these 
brethren In otTend," or was an offence to them. The Apos. 
tle here merely ir.timat£s Ihat if stich a consequence were 
to follow his eating this same idol· offered meat. he would 
louch tione such as long as he lived, !,est he might expose 
the FAITH of his brother to destruction. There was wine 
enough and meat enough 10 be had, that had not been so 
otTered, and of which be might partake without any such 
awful liability. 

This. my brethren, is the plain meaning of the A postle; 
aDd it is but a mere warping of the Word of Bod-a forced 
application of it-to apply it to the favoured theory of Total 
Abstioence and Temperance Societie8. The legitimate 
use of wine and strong drink was not opposed by the 
Apostle, else should he and aJl have to refrain from eating 
as well as drinking; for he speak5 8S much. if not more, 
against the eating, than against the drinking of things which 
might cause the weak brother to offend. 

The use of wine, then is tlO more a fair SCRIPTURAL 
ground of offence, than is the us~ of meats. The proper 
'lse of the former, no more encourages drunkenness; than 
that of the latter encourages eluttony. Both sins proceed 
from the unresisted impulses of a failed nature-the proper 
antidote to which is DIVINE GRACE. We do not think it 
necessary to give up the proper use of food. though WP. 

know that mueh of the disease that Eurround, I1S, is con~e· 
qlJent upon the prevailing habit of overloading the stomaelt; 
upon gluttony and surfeiting; and that many make mfeL 

and fish and vegetable food an occasion to comn,it the ,in. 
If the Apostle meant "all things are la wful for me, but all 
thinl!s ue nol expedient," as some men would interprel it, 
the weak brethren would scon have had the upper hand-
1he whole and sole control of the Church; and all the 
power would have been wrested from the A postle, upon 
the principle of' their having to give lip thin,[s lawful 10 

satisfy the weak; and St. Paul himself must have erred in 
withstanding to his face the weakness of Peter. 

St. Paul, my brethren, was no admin', of such I'xpedil'ncy 
as is received by the modern world. What would we have 
thoullbfof him, bad we seen him, (who had been one of 
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thaa"straitestsect" which blasphemously called tbe !lnioa, 
.. a Illuttenous man and a wine bibber") enlering ioto tbe 
bouse in Cana of Galilee; and accosling our blessed Lord 
in the usual alrain of the advocates of Abstinence and Tem­
perance Socielies-and saying,-· 

.. Rabbi, by your miracle of making wine for th~se guests 
and by joining in their convivialilY, Bnd consentwg.there­
unlo, you confess yourself to be a mode~ate drmker ; 
YOIl Bre keeping up the Cllstms Bnd prac~lces th~ough 
which intemperance is caused; vou are running the fisk of 
becoming a drunkard yourself j and your example is making 
drunkards of others.-You especially, who profess to be a 
teacher of religion, are by your example training up your 
disciples 10 the use, al all events you are not discouraging 
them from Ihe use of THAT through which habil8 of intem­
perance are forming every day; you are therefore to say 
the leBst, rendering it far more likely that some of them 
will become drunkards, than if you practiced and counte­
nanced Abslinence yourself. As far as your example 
extends, you, (however sparingly you drink,) are 80 far 
opposin~ the efforls of the religioud sect of the ESSENES, 
that noble Temperance Society of your countrymen, men 
united together for the purpose of withstanding intem­
perance and al\ its attendant evils. You are opposing a 
counsel and work of God, a means which he has greatly 
blessed to the spiritual and temporal benefit of mankind. 
You grieve the people of God, and act uncharitably toward 
them by doing that which they conscientiously believe that 
you ought not to do. You cause the weak servants of God 

• The observations, supposed here to be addressed to him who "knew 
no 9in," are extracted almost verbatim from a printed sermon (by the 
P",,!byterian [Kirk] Minister of Perth,) on behalfof the Temperance 
SocIety of that town; the .... gular number being necessarily adopLed 
instead of the plural of Ihe original. 

The following is a specimen oC the argumentative part of another 
PresbyLerian (Wesleyan) MinisLer's Address, to the Temperance 
Sociely at Prescott, U. C. Endeavouring to prove by Scripture Ibe .in 
or any moderate use of intoxicaling liquors, be say. :-" But neverthe­
leu it}" our dUly to remind ~im (Lbe moderate user' of hie, (daty) as 
we tblnk I~e. Blb~e does wllb reapect to intoxicaling dnnks; for .. 
~Gt. dnnkmg I. the true secret of drunkard making, tbe eondem\lll­
lion of drunkenness and drunkards we musl infet i. a condemnation of 
the moderaLe use flI tho •• drinks wbich infallibly creaLe those abolDino­
tiona "-Accof!liug 10 this rea80nin~, we must Co naked, anel ...... all 
LoocI, 6:c. &c. ~lDce gluttony, pride In drea, &c. &c. are denoucecl in 
"".lli .... '.. Tha __ a .r • ...... 1. __ n.1 • 
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&0 ewmble and be offended; and in all probab~li!y your 
conauct will lead mo,rl'U to drunkenness and crime; '.nd 
will fioally cost them their precious souls. You 'ate enCODr­
aging and eonfirming the 'drunkard in -his sin, and 'keep 'up 
~ustoms and prllcticesby which in all places intemperaoctl 
18 caused. You oppose the cause of God, and the salvation 
of ~ouls. All this and much more you are charged wHh. 
It 18 selfishne.~s alone that prevents you from giving over 
and discountenancing moderate drinking.-And will this 
excuse, good Rabbi, be sufficient to offer before the Judg­
ment seat, when the blood of souls cries to heaven against 
you-the lIouls of those who through your example or 
counlenance have been led on to become drunkards; and 
that, because YOIl would dn that which, if thou art a proph .. t 
you must know i~, and will be, a stumbling block, and an 
occasion for falling 1" 

Can you, my brethren, fancy Saul of Tarsu~, ponring 
forth this tissue of ignorant censure and moderll expediency 
in the face of Ihl' Son of God; and brandin!! the blessf,rl 
Jesus 88 a murderer of souls, allil as a wine l;ibber? It i. 
possible to imagine it of S"UL, Ihe Pharisaic pel'IlBCUIOr; 
but not of P"UL, the converled Apostle . 

.. If they have callpd the master of tlle house" a "gluttrn­
ous man and a wine bibber," "how much more they of I,i. 
household,"-If a minister of Christ were nowadays to 
send a present of a few bottles of wine to 80me of his poor 
parishioners upon the occa~ion of their marriage, in ord.'r 
that they might inuocenlly "make merry with their friendF." 
would not his n~me be "cast oul a. nil?" would nol hi. 
conduct be .. a slink in the nostrils" of those who Bre "wiS'! 
in thllir own conceil ,,, May we not suppoRe the Saviour 
iIIying \0 ~uch a one-" He that revilelh you, revileth ME '" 

But some assl'rt that had drunkenness been prevalent ill 
our Lord's dav, he would not have wrought this miracle.­
Who can say 'when an abuse of tbe creatures of the gifls of 
God, was not prevalent in tbe worla 1-The injunclion 10 
use wine and 81rong drink "b ... fore the Lord," was given In 
a generation as prone to excess, both in ealing and drinkin:r 
89 Ilfe the present race of men; so much so, tbat in the ~]st 
Chapter of Deuteronomy, an express provision ismailI'. 
thai when any 80n of an Israelite was II conl;lrmed glutt()7j 
allll drunkard, Mnd would nOI obey the adifaonition of hi~ 
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parent. nor hearken uuto tbem "the men or his clay 8bul, 
stone bim with 8tone8, that be die !" • 

The provisions of tbe law, and tbe (requent denuncia 
tions in the Prophets against this sin; the woe unto th« 
.. drunkards of Ephraim," the woe against them th~ au 
.. mighty to drink wine, and men of strength to mlog~e 
strong drink,"-the woe unto them tha; "rl~e up early 10 
tht' morning that they may follow strong drink, that coo­
IlIIue until" nighl, till wine inflame them." Theee legal 
pro"isions, these prophetic denunciations. thrse repeated 
wiles prove the awful extent of drunkenness among t~e 
Jews. Beside~ this, every record that we have of lhtl 
people proves plainly that iheir immorality bad been on tbe 
iocrease not only tn our Lord's time, but to the hour in 
wni"h thpy .. Cully filled up the measure ollheir iniqUities." 

Yet notwith.tonding all this, our Lord performed bis 
miracle of tuming waler into wine. As GOD, he must have 
I'OREKSOWS that "wheresoever Ihis Gospel ehould be 
IJres('hed IlIrnu!(hout the whole world, this 'miracle' also 
"'liei, he hac! done should be spoken of for a memorial of 
him. " 11 e mu.t also have FORESEEN the prevalence of 
intoxicaliun down to our own day. Yet in the {ace of bi~ 
foreknowl~dge, he countenanced the use of wine "as a 
bevera!l"e." And although he must have foreseen the sin 
of the Cortinthiaos who got drunk at the holy Communion. 
He HI consecrated the 8pplication of wine to thu most 
.J;ernn ordinance. 

flut dome neeert thai the ancients bad two sorts of "Ine ; 
one alcuholic, and the other not,-that the formet was 
c.lculaletl for keeping over, but Iho, the latter WaR use.1 
while new, beCore fermentation, and was not of an into.icll. 
ling nature; that ouch a8 this was used in the Lord's supper ; 
and that similar to this was the miraculous wine at the 
marriage feast in Cana of Galilee. 

The Scriptures most 888uredly epeak of wine old Bnli 
nelD. ~ut tl,e old wine, "the wine on the leea well refined. II 
lila/ which possessed intoticaling qualities, wal universally 
acllnowledged to be far 8uperior to the ?lew. "No man," 
say. ou~ blessed Lord, .. huing drunk OLD wine straighl. 
way destretb NEW, {or be lilith, the OLD il better." Now 

f' 

• See 28lh 0( llaiah. 8th 'fe_, in proof or tbe preYSlenee of ~ 
amonr;.u c1u __ "ALL 1II1.1ea are full of YOmillUld filtbine.,1iO-th.'; 
Clere II liD place cle_" 
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the miraeoloul .... iM "II io it. i .................. . 
10 the OLD or Br.TTER wine; (or the master of the fe.st said 
to the bridel/room. "Every man at the beginning doth set 
(orth good wine, and when men have well drunk then that 
which is worse, but thou hast kept the GOOD wine until 
now." And as to the sacramental wine, it must have been 
of an intuxicating nature when used to excess. or Ihe Carin· 
thians could nol have got drunk upon it. Besides as the 
Disciples and early Christians" broke bread" EVERY" first 
day of the week" ill the whole year, it was actually impos. 
sible for them to be supplied with new wine on all such 
occasions. 

But the notion that NEW wine was nol of an intoxicating 
nature, is altogether erroneous. It is not only far more 
sickening in its tendency than OLD wine, but was .Iso intox­
icating; and therefore we read that on the day of Pent~­
cost, the Holy Spirit being poured forth according to 
promise, many said of the Apostles when under the influ­
ence of the gift of tongues, "these men are full of HEIV 

wine. But Peter answered and said unto them, these are 
not drunken as ye suppose. seeing it is but the third hour of 
the day;" about nine o'clock in the morning. Perhaps it 
was in .lIusion to this circumstance, St. Paul said-"Be 
not drunk with wine, (wherein is excess) but be ye filled 
with the Spirit." .. 

The juice of grapes fresh wrung oul is not, nor was 
.ccounted wine in the old Testament. It is called "the 
liquor of grapes;" as you will see in the 3d Yeue of the 
6th chapter of Numbers. To a Nazarite it was enjoined­
"He shall separate hims~lf from wine and strong drink, and 
shall drink no vinegar of winp, or vinegar of strong drink, 
neither shall he drink any LIQUOR OF GRAPES." 

"Oh, but," say the Advocates of Temperance Societies, 
Clristians are Nazarites, and therefore shuuld not drink 
wine. If so, brethren, we are equally deb.rred from" the 
liquor of grapes." Besides, if the Chrisli.n was thus liter­
ally to be a Nazarite, !'no razor should come upon his head;" 

• Isaiah in the 49th eh. and 26th v. speaking figuratively, says of the 
oppres/k)rs.:.. .. They shall be PRIJIIUN with th.eir own blood, as with 
sweet wine."-Marl(inal reading "with NI&W wIDe." T~e prophet.Ioel 
calls the "ORIJIIIKARDS" la/weep "becauae of the .. ~w WIDe, for IT II cut 
off from their moulh. 
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W'.' Bin i. -'""'''f oft' ahe bend. And he shonld .110 let' 
",he locks of the hair of hiR head groW'." Now, thoulh 
~ome ale disposed to be thus far Nazariles. I fear tbey will 
not find much to countenance them in the New 'festament, 
for :->t. ('fiul expressly told the Christian men of his day 
that" if a man have long hair, it is a shame unto him."­
(:hristian" are only Nuzarites liS being separated by their 
vows unto God's servic~. 

Again. God's remark~l>le blf's~inl{ of the Rechabites is 
brought forward a~ a pronj of his apprubation of .. Total 
Abstinencf'." Now it 80 haprells that this instance of the 
Hechabites has nothing whatever 10 do with the maller.­
the de~cend8nts of Jonadab, the son of Rechab, wpre hlpR' 
sed on areount of their sleadv and tried obedience to ,. tj,~ir 
falher', commandment" not ihat thrre was any mo,,, "il'lI.e 
in nol drinking wine than there 1'185 in not building honses, 
or 10 110t sowing seed, or in 1Iot planling vineyards. They 
were ble.sed beca',se they had "performed the Command· 
ment of their father, which he commanded them." There 
i. here no argument whatever in favor of the Total Absti· 
Jl~nce system; bot a very strong one in favor of obedience 
to our earthly parents and to our Heavenly One. 

"But," say they, .. oor inveOlion for the conyersion of 
sinners has done much good, and therefore ought to be sup­
ported by every Christian.-To use the very language of 
a Resolution pllt a few days ago into the hands of one of our 
SllJIll'nl@in Divinity ;-

R,,"'",d,-That tl,. great good which the Temperance Reformation 
11'1; IIlready effected, is the BEST PROOF of the soundnes of the princi­
pl.,. of Total Abstinence. notwithstanding the oppo.ition it has met 
wllh; and that it ought to be THE DUTY of EVERYOne, who has \hu 
w~l(are of Society at hearr, to unitt with thosp. who are eng-aged in 
ttusgreut rause, and discountenance the use or all intoxication drink. 
as fl beverage. 

I n the first place, brethren, we have abundant reason to 
~ue8lion the !lsr.ertion that this society has done good, evera 
m 'he fJery lO1lJest sense of the word; fnr it has been dis. 
tinctly II$serted in a printed account of a Temperance Con­
yention held in Saratoga· in the United Statel, that since 

• By a reference to the American Intelligence of August 1836 it wiU 
be 'een tbat the ad'or.ates of Total Abstinence, DENt ulJ the goud aaser­
'''; to, ha~e heen d~r.e by Temperance Societies, and declare that "wine 
drinking 13 ancr~asmg in oureouncry;n that "Iher~ I~ more wloe dl1lll& 



19 

the formation oCTemperance Socielies in the United Siaies 
intoxication bas FEARFULLY INCREASED!! 'rhere is no 
reason why we ~hould suppose that similar societies in our 
Province should meet with more success. In the second 
place, a good result is no certain proof of lhe soundness of 
a principle, for God often overruleth whal is evil and bring­
eth good out, of it, so that if this be "the BEST proof of the 
soundness of the principle of total Abstinence," we cannot 
but say-BAD is the best. I question much the justness of 
Bnother observation '-that" the Temperance Reformation 
has met with opposition." The assertion wants proof. 
For myself, I can say that I fear much that I would ntH have 
introduced the subject, had it not beeD for the attack made 
by plain implication upon every individual Christian, whe­
ther Minisler or Layman, who cannot conscientiously join 
the,e societies. If it be the POSITIVE ., DUTY of every man 
who has the welfare of Society at heart to 'Unite with" them, 
then of course they who decline doing so, are NOT doing 
their DUTY. 

Thi~, my brethren, is a most serious charge-but it is " 
charge that cannot be maintained as regards our conduct 
towards Temperance, and Abstinence Societies. "In many 
things we offend all." Many are the short cominlrs of the 
people of God. But in order to prove that we are UNDUTI­
FUL in the matter under consideration-that matter must 
be previously proved to be legitimately sound, pure, and 
good,-to involve notbing contrary to the spirit of God's 
word. 

This has not been done; nay, the proofs are all the other 
way-for you have plainly seen from Scripture that the 
lise of wine and strong drink was allowed under the OLI) 

Testament; and that under the NEW our Lord's conduct 

n",v than ever;" that" all have heard of the great increase of wine 
,irinking, and the fllot is undeniable ;" that if the sin ofinloxication by 
ardenl'pirit. has decreasfjd. drunkenness from the abuse of other liquor. 
has increased in a. peat or greattr proportion.-These same persons, it 
will be seen by the above periodical, assailed the Sacrament and lb. e Sa-
• iour. 0110 person, speaking of wine that could intoxicate, suidl-.-"can 
• ny man beheve that the Son of God exerted his miraculous po"'er \0 
create Slloll a substance !"--"I have vet to learn," said another, "thaL 
the Saviour ever did consecrate Alcohol and give it to his people as the 
memorial of hi. death. Alcohol is a poison, it is such in all ill forms! ", 
"Our SR.-iour," said a third, did manX things that we ought not to do"­
""rid if he did ~onsecrate Alcoholic wille, iI U no prtcedent Jor u. ! II "­
Sorely sudh siailcking observations reqUIre no comment. 



was condemDatory ohh. lee' of th' E88BN&I, the JtrI1is1t 
Temperance 80ciety, and commendatory of the prt>per 
use of wine .. a. a be~erage." You hue also seen from 
Scripture that Ihe wine of Judea was of an intosicating 
nature. Indeed, I hue sel'n it asserted, (and in a. total 
abstinence tract, [ belien) that the winl's of Canaan, In the 
Ilresent day, 8I'erage 18 per cent. of alcohol! You hue 
seen that the l8l[t~ of Scripture, quoted from Jeremiah and 
8&. Paul, (Ihe former respecting the Rechabites; the lauer 
respecting wines and. m".ts off~red in lacrifice to ido~s.) 
han nOlhing to do wllh the suhJect, are altogether foreIgn 
to the purpose; and also thai the mbch vaunted frood 
claimed to have been done by the system was contradicted 
pointblank at Ihe Silraloga 'Temperance Convenlion.­
Wilh whal face then, can it be said Ihat a ChristiaD man. 
in declining 10 unile with the advocales of this system, ill 
aeling conlrary to his duly? Are nol tbey rather, who 
refuse to unite themselves with God's olDn Temperate 
80eiely-lo use God's own appoinled means of temperance, 
Ihe Sacramental pledges. and other means of grace, 
the persons who lIeglect the true "welfare of Society!" 
Is not the Christian to "obey God ralher than man 1" 
Are we, my brethren, countenanced of God, as Christianl, 
.... hen we aUempt to carryon any object independent Qf hi. 
worl! and authority! Are we in "DUTY" bound to adopt 
'he tenel, not of Christ, but of his enemy, the falsc prophe, 
MAHOIIET, because indeed some well-meani1lg people have 
adopted it; and therefore to abslain from 'be moderate 
God-sanctioned use of tbis good gift of Providence !-Are 
we in "DUTY" bound to adopt tbe tenet, not of Christ bus 
of I'.t.PAL ROIIE,-that because the people ofthe Coriuthian 
Church abused the wine in the Lord's supper, and because 
the liabilily to such abuse still exislS, tberefore tbe winc, 
of .... hicb the Lord said "drink ye ALL of it" is to be reCused. 
to b~ ~ilhheld ftom the laily-from the coulregatioD of 
Christ s ftoek 1-0, my belo~ed brrthreu, may we be pre­
eer.ed from such awful impiely. May we never, by con­
aenting to such impure doctrines, seem to blaspheme the 
boly life and couduct of tbe Saviour; to all appearaDce 
'red under foot the Son of God, and count 'be blood of the 
Coyenant wberewith we are sanctified aD uDholy thiDg, and 
do despite unto the Spirit of grace I 

But supp08ing tbe G8ftf'tioa was borne out by rae&.­
th.t .. the TemperaDce ReformatioD," as it ia called, had 
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"already effected IlreU good," a position which i~ not 110 

sustained; .. vet, God forbid that we should "do evil thal 
good might come!" ,Why is h that Infidels and open blas­
phemers of the holy name of Jesus, often gladly and even 
ostentatiously unile in this MORAL work t They themselves 
will tell you: they do so, because they wish to join profes­
sing Christians in making little of Christ, and his ordinancf; 
they support t~.em in this, because they wish to prove from 
the practical admission of professors themselves, the insuf­
ficiency of God's Holy Spirit to make his followers (even 
in the low sense of the word,) "Temperate," IIIId that hu­
man power' and human plans are mOl'e effectual than the 
di\"ine gospel and the divine grace; lind therefore it is, my 
brelhrp.n, that tI.e Temperance Reform has flourished mosl 
in the New England States of America, among the descen­
dllnts of the Puritan IS, in that region of the country which 
is well known to be the head qUllrters of American Unita­
rianism, Universalism, and Atheism. 

My brethren, I trust in God the Church of Christ among 
us will give no helping hand to supply to men a poor, mea­
gre, make-shift morality, instead of presenting to their ac­
coptallce the glorious gospel of the Lord Jestls Christ; that 
whereon alone is written in characters of living Iighl "Ho­
LINESS UNTO THE LORD"-"BELIEVE AND LIVE." We are 

• II may be aaked-will nol Ihe Temperance Society now advancing 
with such astonishing, but not unaccountable rapidity in the South of 
Ireland, do much good among the Romanists, whose Priests have been 
pledging them by thousands upon their knees? At most this question 
can for some time he only a quution. The author can testify from per­
sonal opportunity to the most zealous anil indefatigable exertions of some 
of his brother Clergymen (and others) in the same part of the country 

'and in the same cause. They laboured comparatively in ,,_in, and made 
butfetD disciples. The present Temperance movement derives its sole 
virtue from the inlluence of the Popish Priesthood, and should be taken 
in connexion with the startlinl; fact, that on the approach of rebellions, 
that same priesthood have ever msisted on sobriety, if not on rigid absti­
nence, among theil /locks_ Secret oaths can not ensure secrecy when 
the fumes of intoxication are allowed to beset and betray the brain. 

Since writing Ihl! above ,I have read in The Longford Journal of the 
2lat Dec., 1839, the following ominous hint, of one of these Temperance 
Priests, who according to the confession unwittingly made, enjoms Tolal 
Ahstinence. or fasting from strong drinks, for the most diabolical of pur­
p"ses, against whom we might take up the words of Isaiah-uBehold. 
ye fast for .trife and debale, and to .mile with the ji.t o/tJJick~dn.~. " 

"Sign" o/Ihe ~ ... -A counlyof Waterford Priest atated lD hIs chapel 
01) Sunday lalt, &hal had there been a Temperance Society in Ninety­
eight, things would not have turned out a. they did at Vinegar HUl, LIlll 
Dliler places !" Y.,bum "'.-P~kd, 



nol direcled to use any otber Ihln "the aword of tbe apiril" 
(which "is quiek Ind powerful, a.nd ,harpe! than Iny ~wo 
efiged sword,") againsl Ibe enemies olthe klDgd?m of God. 
No blessing is promised 10 any of human form.uon or lem· 
per. The minisler of C?hri~t cannOl e~pect that any otbe~ 
weapon will pr08per ID hiS hand agalDsi tbe power. of 
darkness. He must go forlh "in Ihe strength of the Lo.tI 
and in the po"er of his might," who alone can, and .HI 
arm him for Ihe battle. He must nol go forlh in tbe armour 
of a Saul, against the haughty Philisline, but must "plil 
on Ihe whole armour of God, Ihat he may be enabled 1o 
81and againsllhe wiles of the dnil." Were I induced my 
brethren, with my eyes open, 10 try this wordly-wise ex­
periment, I might well dread being thus interrogated here­
after, louching my sin of carnal expediency-my "follow­
ing the multitude to do evil," instead of leading them 10 do 
right: " Who hath required Ihis at our hands! When I 
commissione" thee to instrl1ct the lepers of my people 
Israel, 10 'dip themselves in Jordan,' and 'be whole oftheir 
leprosy,' .. why presumedst thou to tell them 10 try a med­
icine of human invention, which al besl could bUI slightly 
heal the wounds of the daughter of my people? When the 
good physician committed to thee the balm of the covenant 
why didst thou waste thy strength and opportunity in reo 
commending 'wretehed quackery? How darest tbou to 
countenance the rebellious questioning of the unbelieviDg 
heart,-"Are nol Abua and Pharpar, the rivers of Damas­
cnp, beuer Ihan all the waters or Israel 1" May not a union 
with the Temperance Society make me as lemperate as a 
union with aDd to Christ and the Church 1 "May I not wash 
in it and be clean?" Arl chou nOl a faithless ambassador, 
w.ho, instead of mainlaining Ihy master'. holiness and dig­
nily. and Ibe truth of that. bis messsge-Ihat there is no' 
olber name under heaven whereby men can really be "saved 
from Iheir sins," but his; yet hast told those to wbom Ihou 
wasl sent, that a device of thine aDd of thy fellow-worms, 
could I-even the pledges of the Temperance Society! and 
thai an aet of Ab8linence or TernperaDce, dictated by 
earthly moliYes, the fruit of this humanly devised pledgP. 
was as acceplable to the Mool High, as thougb it had been 
"the fruit orBi. Spirit!" When I sent thee to di8pen8e 
"the bread of life," to thy fellow 8enants, why dids, thou 
feed Ihem upon ··,be hUlk," of A thei8m. If tbey "larned. 
anI! weOl away io a rage-'-if thpy refnsed to eal .. the 
child reo's foo:l," was it not tbeir own {aull! ",bere Wall 
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bread enough, and to spare." When thou 'Wast sell I to 
.. ~raw ~aler out or the wells of Salvation" to quench their 
tblrst wllbal, wby dldst tbou sel about "hewing oul to your­
eelf broken cisterns that coqld hold no water 1" Thou 
couldest not say that "thou hadst nothing to draw with and 
tbe well is deep." 0, thou wicked, thou faithless, thou 
unprofitable, thou self-conceited and rebellious 8erV811t! 
thou shah have thy portion with the hypocrites, in weeping, 
wailing and gnashing of teeth j in outer d!irkness wLere 
their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched !" 

Brethren, "life and immortality is brought to light by 
the gospel" alone,-any life, any morality, 1I0t of tbe j!'08-
pel, is DEATH, and nothing better. The minister of God 
musl rely on that gospel alone, as truly able to "turn sin­
ners from darkness to light," and from the power of Satan 
unto God." 

Do some think that in certain respects the Temperance 
movement has effected good? Think. I pray you, what 
infinitely greater good. what more sure and enduring i Yea, 
what everlasting good would have been by Ihis time effec­
led. had the Missionaries of this moral excitement used 
the same unwearied energy and uucompromising zeal in 
bearing to their sinning fellow· creatures the glad tidings of 
salvation; in reasoning "of righteousness, temperance 
Bnd judgment to come :-in proclaiming" repentance to­
wards God and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ ;-" in telling '0 all around what he had done for their own souls; in 
calling upon those sinful brethren to accept Christ i-in 
humbly assisting. (each in his proper sphere) the DlVlNELY 
COMMISSlONED heralds of salvation by inviting the lrans­
iressors to the only true and acceptable temperance, tbat 
of pur.e Christianity- compelling them to come in oul of 
highways and hedges of.a sinful world to the ODe great 
and Divinely iU8tituted temperate society-to commuDion 
in " the Apostles' doctrine and fellowship, in &be breaking 
of the bread and in the prayers." 

Thus would our Total Abstinence &. Temperance friends 
ensure the Divine blessing. on an unquestionably go.od 
work.-WE would hail tbeir help and labour o(]ove With 
joyfulness. The servants of the Tabernacle would gladly 
·"Iengtben it. QCJrd., aod strenglhen itl stakes," and would 
take coufage. 



The advocates of lhe present 'ysteln wuuld be safer in 
pursuing this Cilur5e, than in officiallv rtf/Dlving all disBeD· 
lers Crom lheir institution into UNDUTIFUL persons. We 
"re in self defence compelled 10 say to our accusers­
" Which oC you conviuceth me of sin" in this mailer? ond 
to do away the unmerited obloquy by washing away the 
defilement of unjust insinuations.'" Such charges, equally 
ungenerous and unjust, shall npither fright nor tempI me 
inlo countenancing or propagating that, which the eye of 
faith must look upon as a baslard.morality, unlluthorized 
of God; as a system tending rather to the scandalizing of 
the Saviour and to contempt of the Holy Spirit, thnn to 
nny real good, such as is acceptable to the Lord Almighty! 
Far be il from any true child of thl.' kingdom to say, that 
the gospel, "the power of God unto Salvation," is not equal 
to Ihal for which it was senl; or that if Christ be "slllck in 
his coming, as some men count slackness," his gORpel needs 
the Herculean shoulders of Temperance Societi~s. to shove 
on its tardy progression-to impart a human impetus to 
the work, the way, and the wisdom of God !-Alas, for 
8ueh faithless expedients! Alas. Ihat any, who call them· 
selves chri;;tians, should {all inlo such grievous error! That 
professors should seem to regard the Gospel of their God 
Bud Saviour as the Brahmins and heathen devotees of India 
uo the massive car of Iheir inanimate idol. their lazy Jug. 
gernaul! That, like that lumbering log, Chri3tianity reo 
quires its folio Ivers to make to themselves 38 it lVere hand· 
spikes wherewith to lever it onward !-Can the work of 
the Lord of hosts be quickened by the aid of Ilnaathorised 
human inventions,-the movements of the I:reat Jehovah 
accelerated by man's device? The supposition would seem 
to involve blasphemy. "He will work, who shall let him?" 
Do you think Safar. shall! Do you think that the drun'" 
ard, "led captive of Salan, shall hinder that work 1 God 
will work, and none shall binder him. 

• " Can there he reasons framed or !:Iolster~d up, why any ncconntable 
creature among us should stand aloof? I am perfectly sati.fi<d there rAn 
none be found but such as ale bas.,d upon somethin!!, the ANTIPODl:lOf 

love of country, ODr species, or our God."(!!!)-(Extracts (rom ;\Ir. Wil. 
kinson's priDtIid Address to the Prescott Temperanee Society.) 

But two pa~e9 back this "W osley an Minister" had ellbortc~ his 
hearers to "arm themselves with the panoply of "wTily !"-It is 'bOthiD{' 
lIew to "say. and da lIot."-"Cbarily thmking no eVil."-If,~.eed. 
fal it is to be "temperate in ALL thin!!8." There is sucla a I . io-
,.mperllllC8 in '''''&'''8It, as well as in ';;eats and drinkJ.:. •. 
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. My brethren, let us be satisfied to walk by tbe pure 
Jight ufo .. the Sun of Ri2hleollsness," rather than by the 
Ullcerhlln sparks of the fire which men have kindled!­
Well mty we say uncertain, when the avowed enemies of 
Christ Bnil his Gospel have often, and do still in many 
places patronize it, as making for 'their infidel principles 
-as favouring thpir damnable doctrines, as being in their 
.iew al\together ANTI CHRISTIAN in its tendency, and con­
sequently claiming their cordial support and strenuous CQ· 

operatiun. 

It strike~ me, my brethren, that our sin does noL consist 
in an opposition to the system, bllt in non-oppo~ition ;-in 
apparent apathy; and that we are cl<lpabJe in having let 
alone t~e prror sodong. We would have given sound(~r 
proof of ollr luve of sallIs by opposing error, than by' 
quietly lelling it alone, as we have too long been doing. 
If tbe Apnsll~s had let the heathen error alone. wbere 
now woul<1 have been Christianity? If Jesus had left tbe 
dro mons RInne, these devils should still be in possession 
oi the human race, nor .hould satan have, .. a6 lightning, 
fallen frorn lIeaven." If unbelief and heathen darkness. 
Mahomedanism and Judaism, if schism and beresy are 
forever to be Ipt alonf, IHlEN shall all nations, languages, 
8'nd tongues fi<>1V into the gates of Jerusalem? 

My brethren, the present weakness of tbe Church of 
phrist arises in a great degree from the almost total npg­
leet of this as a principle. Errors have been let alone. 
~he}' have not met with a steady opposition-with a be­
lieving opposition tbat leaves consequences to God. Hence 
the confusion, the darl,ness, the perfect ignorance of many 
professing Christian~, touching TRUE CHURCH·OF,CHRIST 
PRINCIPLES. Hence tbe occasional encounter of tbe true 
Church Ivith the errors of tl.e multitude of religionists is 
fegarded only as the clashing of opposing parties, the con­
diel of sect with sect! This evil, this tremendous evil to 
the cause .of Christ, this overthrow of unity, this counterac· 
.in~ ofChrisL's revealed will and pleasure has been power. 
(uUy increased by letting errors alqne. 'flIere is ,in tru&h 
DO real· love whatever in letting error alone-IT IS SIN,­
God has 'isited, and is still visiting his Church for "'hal 'DeTy 
Qa,and.i.ieaclIing her watchmen thaHlla trumpetmus& NO 
JoOllcu:a "aira an uDcertain .ound." 
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\\'l:h the rnotires of those profelling Christians, wh~ 
I .,"" auopted Ihe temperance system, I hue nOlhing to do. 
I believe these peuons to be influenced, (or I~e. most p~rt, 
lo)' the best inlentioM. Dut the liberty of oplOtOn, whIch 
they claim f(lr them~elves, they should allow loothers.­
"With what<oever meaeur!' they meel" \0 others, it is bUI 
'1)O p09sible Ihat il may" be mea~~red \0 them ag~in."~ 
Tiu'}' have thought it "THEIR DUTY to co·opreate wllh 1111. 
S .cidV; we think such conduct not only not our DUTY, bUI 
"PP'J,e""l to our duty.-But thO<Jgh we are reviled a9 decli­
oi' to do our rluty; rei recollecting that we are to Iry to 
be

o 
like H::II. "who when he wa9 revilpd, reviled not agllin, 

when he sutfNed, he threatened not, but com milled him~elf 
,.) Him who ju(l~eth righteo1l3ly," we hope nol to answer 
". railing by railing," but to study to .. approve ouuelve. 
unto him who loukelh upon the hearl." 

Mv beloved brethren, Christ was neither" a e-luttonous 
man: nllr a wine bib~er." Christ "did no sin." lSeek I 
beseech you. conformity til his character. Seek Ihe prom· 
Ised grace of his spirit. which alone can make you like him 
in temlleranc~, meekness. forbearance, a 011 patience. Do 
nol shrink from being ",poken evil 01," as was your Lord 
and Saviour; only see Ih~t ii, YOllr case as in Ihis. il may 
be spoken "FAL~ELy"-"Let not your goot! be spoken eyil 
,>(" through any needS on your part. As I have told you 
in times past, so now I lell you again-"be lemperate in all 
things;" "lake heed unto YClurdelves.'· my brethrf'n, "lest 
your hearts be overcharged with surfdting and drunkenneSlj 
therefore do nllt .. keep company, if any, that is called a 
brother. be a f.'rnicator, or covetous, or an irlolater. or a 
railer. or a DRUNKA-RD, or an eltlor'ioner; with luch:l one 
NO, Nt)T Ta EAT." "Know ye nlll ,hat the unrighteoul 
shall nol inherit the Klngdllm of God? Be 1I0t deceived: 
neither ft)rnicator3, nor ill"laters. nor 8dulterers. nor thieyel 
nor covP.lnu~, nor DRUNKA8Di. nllr RAILERS. nor extortion. 
ers shall inherit Ihp. kin~dllm of Go II." "Walk honestly a8 
io tlte day, nOI in rioting and drunkenness, not in chamber. 
ing anI) wantnnness. nOI in strife Ilnd enyyinl!'; but put ye 
00 the Lllrrl Je.u~ Chrin; an,l m~ke nOl provision (or the 
8.esh to fu.lfil 'he lus\!l \hereol." Y P.S, my beloyed brethren, 
"Pllt ye on Ihe Lrud Jeslli Chrisl" Take for VOllr exam· 
pie thaI Lord JelUs ClJridl, "who "'II holy, halml"" uade. 
'!ed, leparate (rolD sinners;" take (or yoor law and rule 
bit bl •• sed GOllpel; (or your support, ,lae Ai. of bia Spiri," 
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lind the meana 01 grace; for your spiritoal Counsellors, his 
Divinely commissioned Ambassadors-the stewards of his 
holy mysteries; for your friends and associates, those 
"brethren in the Lord," who are adorning the doctrine oC 
God Iheir Saviour in all things;" take as Ihe best Society, 
the Apostolic fellowship, the Communion of Saints; and 
prove that in all things the grace of Christ is sufficient for 
you, that yoo r.eed no olher society of temperance than 
HIS, no other pledges than those of HIS appointment, no 
olher moral code Ihan his Gospel, no other brotherhootl 
or association, Ihan Ihe CHURCH OF HIS FOUNDATION, with 
which htl has PLEDOED HIS l'RESENCE TO THE END OF THB 
WORLD-to the end of lime. 

Present your bodies unto Him, therefore, a living and 
holy sacrifice; and sef:ing that you are no longer .. your 
own. but bought with a price," ~Iorify God in your body 
and in your spirit "which are God's." .. For the grace of 
God that bringelh lIalvation halh appeared to all men; 
teaching us Ihat denying ungodliness and worldly lust., 
we should live SOBERLY, RIGH'rEOUSLY, and GODLY in this 
presenl world looking for thaI blessed hope, and Ihe ~Iori. 
ous appearing of the greal God, and our Saviour Jesus 
Christ, who Rave himself for us. that he might redeem 
us from ALL iniquity, and purify unto him.elf a peculiar' 
people. Z&ALOl1. 01' GOOD woa"s." 

FINIS. 
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