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PREFAC1~. 

THE unhappy circumstances which IJavl' IE-d tbe author to tl,ink 
it his duty, for tlIe last 1 wo mouths, 10 coufiue him" .. lf in his public 
instructions exclusivl'ly to the topic5 of Di"ine l'ro\'idpllce, gtmeral 
und pal:ticulal', ar .. well known to I,is reader.. Thpy have already 
been dt'tulled by him in a note to It is sprmon of Allgust 26, wl,ich was 
&ubs('qu(,"tly publi,hed by I'eque~t. 

ShouJd the autltor's lift', in the proyidencl' of nod, be sparpd, he 
may, prl)bubly, at a future tim .. , impro\· ... 80me .pason of sicklless, or 
of compaJ'atil'e leisure, to, reyise, aud to l'ull"ct Ulto one volume, the 
whole of the discoUl'Ses which he I"" fh plltly deli'vprpd upon this 
most intel'esting subjeGt. In the ltIeanliml', he offers to· the public 
what he belie\'es may be the· last of the series, a~ he has already had 
pleasure in pn.senting them with the fir;;t;, and he recommends, to, 
those who would consult the argunwnts of some ablet: \\'ritE'rs on the­
subject, a perusal of tlte "Discourse eoncernin,9' tha Di .. inc P,'o,;i­
lienee," by Deall SHERLOCK; Section 6 eM " The Natural /-listory 
qf £nthusiasm," (HOLDSWORTH, Lon,lan, 1830); an article on' 
Divine Visitations in the 22d number of that excf'llent quarterly 
pE'l'iodical, " The British Critic,." and the Re\', \,y. R. \YHIT'l'ING­

HAlI1'S admirable sermon prpached in St. Luke's Church, K ew-York" 
on Tuesday, August 3, 1832, the day appointed by the Mayor and: 
Common Council, of New York, for public humiliation and prayer, 
under God's l'ecent visilation of that city by th.e devastation of 
pesti lence. 

For the 'lie,,' which tlit' autlJOr lIas taken of Divine' Visi{ations, he 
finds his warrant (to speak briefly) in this scripture-" Shall thl're 
be evil in a city and the Lord hath not done it?" (Amos III. 6.) 
For the open manner in which he has g-i\'E'n expre>~ion to his vipws 
upon the guilt of the denial of Di ... ine ProvidencE', he linds his 1\'31'­

lIant in this-" If the watchman spe the sword comp, aud blow not 
_he trumpet, and the people be not wamed; if the swonl COlOI', and 
take any person from among them, I,e i~ taken away in his iniquity, 
but his blood will I requij'8 at the watchman's hand." (Ezek. 
XXXLII. 6.) He did not dare to be silent; and, for the w3rlllth and 
lIarnestness with which he has "poken, he finds his warrant in this­
"It is good to be z-ealously affected always in a good thing," (Gal. 
IV. 18.); or in this-" Thou art neither cold nor hot; I would thou 
wert cold or hot; so, then, because thou art lukewarm, and neither 
cold nor hot, I will spew thee Ollt of my mouth," (Rev. 111.15. ] (l.,l ; 
hut, lest any should mistake the nature of his feelings, although with 
him it is a very small thing that he should be jlldged of mall's judg-
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meat, (I Cor. IV. 3.) he would yet secure the noble c:ause he fppbly 
advocates from prt'judice on his account; (1' •. LXIX. 6); he would, 
therefore, rl'fer the reader to the J 2tb page of I,is forrul'r sermon; 
)Ie would r4lpl'at tbat it is in love and tenderness and compassion, and, 
if h(' may speak it witb humility, in the spirit of Hill Divine Mast('r, 
not in bittl'l'nesB, or angt'T, or" !;trife, or contention, that Le has ar· 
raigned the infid('1. GOD is his witness that he ruay say of the mosb 
miscbievous character whom he knows in socil'ty, from his inmost 
bo~om-" Out of much aftliction and anguish of heart, I wrote unto 
you, with many tears, not that you should be grip\'ed, but that you 
might know the loye which I have more abundantly unto you." 
(2 Cor. II. 4.) 

A few ~entences have been added since till' delivt'ry of this Ser· 
mon at St. John's Church, on Sunday Oct. 28, principally from Tu.,; 
ADDRESS delivered by the Author on the prect-ding Friday,-being 
the day appointed by Proclamation of His Excellency Sir THOMAS 
COCHRANE for a Gen!'ral Fast ar.d Humiliatioll before ALMIGHTY 
GOD, to be observed in the most devout and solemn mann!'r, hy 
sellding up our Prayers and Supplications to the DIVINE MAJESTV, 
-for obtaining Pardon of OUI' Sins, and averting the lleavy Judg­
ment!! which our manifold Provocations have most justly deserved; 
lind particularly for beset'ching GOD to protect liS from that grievouli 
Disease with which several placell in the U niled Kingdom and Awe, 
rica arcl lit tbi, time visited. 



SERMON. 

I will .search Jerusalem with candles and pUn/:s/t the 
men that are settled on their lees: tlwt say ill fhe;r 
heart, The Lord will not do !I0od neither will He 
do evil.-ZEPHANIAH I. 12. . 

THESE are the words of the LORD, spoken by 
His prophet Zephaniah. This prophet lived in the 
time of Josiah, king of Judah, one of the virtuous 
princes of that people. His reign was remarkable 
for the restoration of the service of the true GOD 

and the destruction of the idols to the false and 
foolish worship of which the people had been sedu­
ced. Between his reign, however, and that of He­
zekiah, who was an equally good prince, Manasseh 
and Amon had reigned. Of these two, Manasseh 
is as remarkable for his wickedness in the early 
part of his reign, as he is for the penitence which 
he exhibited in the latter part of it; while the short 
reign of Amon, the father of Josiah, was equally 
marked by wickedness throughout. The efleet of 
the vices of these two successive princes was seen, 
as might be expected, in the corresponding wicked­
ness of" their people. When Josiah. therefore, 
came to the throne, he found much to lament in the 
state of his countrymen, much to r('proYe, and much 
to correct. The LORD was angry against them, and 
did not conceal His wrath, but proclaimed it by His 
prophet Zephaniah. In this prophet Josiah found 
a very valuable assistant in his projects for impro­
ving the religious and moral condition of the people 
committed to his charge. Faithful prophets have 
ever been dear to godly princes. {Tnder the gMpel. 
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as wen as under the law, virtuous princes have eveJt 
been ready to acknowlege with gratitude the aid 
which they have received in the formation of their' 
Qwn characters, and in their purposes of good for 
others, from men of GOD who would "constantly 
speak the truth, boldly rebuke vice, and patiently 
suffer for the truth's sake."* Our profession makes 
it our peculiar duty to teaeh men, amano- other their 
obligaMons, those whieh they owe to tge state,. the 
duty of allegiance to the laws of GOD, and to those 
authorities which are ordained of GOD;t and, if, in 
J'eturn for such services, the prince should recognize· 
his own dLtty to uphold true religion,-none but 
ihose "ho are opposed to true religion can, with any 
shew ot" reason, oppose themselves to that outward 
4ignity and imposing sanction which, consistently 
with the reservation,. to all, of the sacred rights of 
conscience,. true religion may obta,in from having 
that prophecy accomplished in her behalf that 
Kings should be her nursing fathers and their­
Queens hel' nttrsing mothers~+ Alas! the fact can-· 
not be concealed that the jatmdiced: eye and the­
perverted mind of many of the enemies of all esta­
blishments will discern nothiJilg to admire,. no­
beauty nor eomeliness§ in the ~tate of things when, 
the religion of the Redeemer shall be established in the hearts of His peoplell-nothing but the reign of' 
prejudice and priestcraft and illusion and supersti-, 
tion when that meek and mild and tolerant form ef 
Religion shall be dominant which is the object Of 
the Christian supplication-THY KINGDOM COME ~ 
the subject of the evangelical prophecies that it 
shall, one day, BRUISE THE SERPENT'S HEAD,* and 
cover the earth as the waters cover the sea.. 

.. Co])pct for St. John Baptist's Day. 
t Provo XXIV. 21. 1. Pet. II. 17. Rom. XIII. 1-7. 
; Isaiah XLIX. 23. § Isaiah LlII. 2. 
" Isaiah XLIV. 3. Zt'ch. XII. 10. 
• Gt-n. m. 15. Isai. XL 9. Hab, Jr. 14. 
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King Josiah was a nursing fatloler to the church; 

:and Zephaniah, from whose short prophecy my text 
is taken, was a faithful man of GOD, ready to further 
the Prince's views for the improvement of his 
subjects. 

Among the more shocking enormities of which 
the people were guilty in the time of Zephaniah, 
and for which he was commissioned to denounce 
upon them the anger of GOD, w.as A DENIAL OF THB 

PROVIDE,\CE OF GOD. 
But I will not anticipate the regular division of 

my text. There are four subjects in it; three of 
which requil'e some explanation, and the fourth, 
indeed all of them, our most serious consideration. 

THE FIRST is the meaning of the expression that 
the LORD would search the city with candles: THE 
NEXT is the meaning of the character which is given 
to the persons for whom the LORD would thus search; 
they were persons who had "settled upon th('ir 
lees" : NEXT follows one of the false notions of the 
men in question-they say in their heart, The LORD 
will not do good, neither will He do evil; in fact 
they secretly douht the Providence of GOD: and 
LASTLY, I will is'ay a few words of the fate of such 
persons; GOD declares that He will search them 
out and punish them. May GOD give His blessing 
to the words which I may speak, that they may be 
made instl'Uments in His hand of bringing into the 
way of truth such as have erred and are deceived, 
that they may yet hear meekly HIS WORD, receive 
it with pure affection, and bring forth the fruits of 
THE SPJRIT.t 

I. I will searclt .Jerusalem with candles. 
\Ve may discover the meaning of this expression 

by comparing it with one or two othe,· passages in 
the Bible where it is also used. When Solomon 
(at Prov, xx. 27) would express that GOD gave 

t Litany. 
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men rea~n and understanding that the): mj~:11t ke~!J 
a strict guard over their tempers and inclinlttions, 
he says-" The spirit of a man is the candle ot'the 
LORD; 5>earchino- all the inward parts." W t' use a 
candle, when, like the woman, in the parable, who 
'was ill search of a lost piece of money,t we would 
throw light into the darkest places and most secret 
corners. The LORD'S using a candle il'l, therefore, a 
term easy to be understood. It describes the stt-ict­
ness of His search, the minute sC;'utiny which he 
will apply, when He shall bring particulal' visitations 
upon us tiw our iniquities. 01' summon 1I,,,; to His 
general Judgment. He is frequently said, by a like 
expression, and with a likp reference, to be a sear'" 
cher of the very hearts and reins of men. Indeed 
He not only knows pel'fedly all the conduct of 
every man, our most secret doings, hut He also 
knows the hidden motives, the disguised intentions 
of om actions. He understands the thoughts long 
bet()J'e; II-He can probe into the heart and con­
s~ience, convict the most specious hypocrites of 
their secret guilt, and awaken, by His judgments, 
the most seemingly secure. 

When this all-knowing- GOD shall take upon 
Himself the examination of a city, 01' of a people, 
alas! who shall abide His trial? Is there no city 
now of which (JOD might say, as once He said ~f 
80dom, (Gen. XYIII. 32) "I will not destroy it for 
ten's sake"-and the TE:'i might be sought in it, as 
they were th~r.e sought, in vain .? ~ ay-is there, 
think you, nO:i..:ity now, of which He might say, as 
He once did to Jeremiah, cOllcernin$ Jerusalem, 
(Jer. v. I) "Run ye to and fm through the streets, 
and see now, and know, and seek in the broad places 
theret;'f, if.ye can find A :\fA s, if there be {(II.'! that 
cxecutethJudgment, that seeketh the truth, and I 
will pardon it ;"-and that 0:-;[: be sought in vain? 
-Would !lOll, or you, or .V0lt be the man? ,V o~ld 

~ Luke xv. 8. II Pa. CXXXIX. 2. 
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your ileighbor be the man"? Do you know the man 
without a fault who could stand between the guilty 
city and the wrath of GOD, to appease it? Nay-is 
there no city the iniquities of which IlIay be so great 
that GOD may say of it, that, though He has in it some 
true followers, some who have not bowed the knee 
to Baal, (I. Kings XIX. 18,) He will yet destroy it? 
---Son of man! When the land sinneth against me 
by trespassing'grievously, and I send a pestilence 
into that land, and pOUl" out my fury upon it­
though ~ oah, Daniel, and Job were in it, as I live, 
saith the LonD GOD, they Ojhall deliver neither son 
nor daughter, they shall but deliver their own souls 
by their righteousness. (Ezek. XIV. 1:;-20.) 

0, my friends! This GOD, whose judgments are 
so terrible, is always pl·esent. We have an eye above 
us to which our most retired actiolls,-those done in 
the darkness of night and in the privacy of the !!Ie­
eret chamber, are open-we have ovel' us one who 
can discern the very thoughts and imaginations of 
the heart. Let us take heed, then, to our hearts­
to our lips-and to our ways! 

T~at improper thought which you whispered with 
intention of seduction, into the ear of one too ready 
to listen to it-was heard by the GOD of purity! 
That action of uncleanness by which .'/f0lt polluted 
that body which should be the Temple of the Holy 
Spirit, was seen by GOD !-That dishonest advantage 
which .1JUU took of your neighboUl" ;-th'at falsehood 
of which no earthly being can com ;ct .'/fOll; are 
known to H BI. All you think, or say, or do, is 
known to GOD. The most trifling word, and work 
and thought, will make an item, too, in your account 
at the day of judgment. When the LORD comfS He 
will both bring to light the hidden things of dark­
ness and will make manifest the counsels of the 
hearts: Every man'~ work shall be made manifest, 
for that day shall discover it, because it shall be re-
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vealed by fire, and the fh'e shall try every man's work 
of what sort it is. (I. Cor~ IV. 5. III. 13.) 

II. The next matter whieh calls tor explanation is 
the character given by the prophets of the persons 
for whom the LORD would make so strict a search. 
They were men who were "settled upon the lees." 

The same expression is applied by Jeremiah 
(XLVIJI. Il.) to Moab. It is thel'e accompanied with 
other allusions of the same kind which make the 
comparison quite plain. When the Jews wished 
wine to become clear they did not change it from 
one vessel into another, but let it remain st.ill and 
quiet UpOll it's lees or grounds. Hence settling on 
the lees came to mean, by a figure, the remaining 
quiet and at easf'. Thus Jeremiah says of Moab­
"Moab hath Leen at ease from his youth, and he 
"hath settled on his lees, and hath not been emptied 
"from ves:el to vessel.': That is, this people has 
not been suhjeet to changes and calamities, "neither 
hath he gone into captivity, thel'elore his taste re­
maineth in him," i. e. he has not repented and for­
saken his old sins, "an.,! his scent is not changed," 
his evil dispositions <ii"e not removed. Now, by the 
li~ht of this passage, we may discover what is meant, 
when it is said, il1 theiext, of some of the people of 
Jerusalem, that they were sdtled on the lees. They 
were persons who had experienced uninterrupted 
prosperity and ease, and had not made the proper 
Improvement of their privilege8. They had abused 
the merciful indulgence of GOD. They thought 
themselves secure in their present possessions, and 
in their enjoyment of His gifts, they did not regard 
the giver of all good things. 

Are there none of u .. of whom it may be said, with 
equal truth, that we are settled upon the lees? 
Have none of us been so long favored by the indul­
gence of GOD that we have almost ceased to acknow­
lege H!m as the author of blessings which have been 
so contmually bestowed? If we do return Him 
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thanks, are not our manner and our spirit rathet' 
those of the indistinct and heartless whispel' of the 
grace of a common meal, than of the pious ejacula­
tion, the fervent praise, the glad thanksgiving, fl'Om 
the heart overflowing with devotion ?-Ah! DIy 
friends! we do not thank GOD sufficiently-we do 
not feel sufficiently thankful to Him for His cou­
tioued daily and hourly blessings. \-,,"by, we are, 
!!lome of us, kept in the enjoyment of the luxuries­
all of us in the enjoyment of the necessaries--of 
life ;-nay, all of us in the possession oflite itself-­
by His bounty alone! Some before me have been 
at ease from their youth, They have never been 
called to moul'll for the loss of dear relative or 
friend! They have never been stretched, them­
selves, upon the bed of suffering! Some have never 
shed a tear, except of petulant sorl'OW ! Yet how 
have we acknowleged GOD for ~mch kindness? 
Have we given Him our hearts? Have we given 
Him ourselves? In the devout spirit of that prayer 
which the Church appoints to be used in the time 
of prevailing sickness by those wuo, like Oll\'sel VC", 

are mercifully spared, do we "oirel' unto G on's 
fatherly goodness, ourselves, our souls and bodie.;, 
which He has delivel'ed-to be a living sacrifice 
unto Him, always praising and magni(ying His 
mercies in the midst of H is Church, through .J ESUS 
CHRIST our LORD" ?-Or are we, even now, while 
the judgments of GOD are visiblyabroad,-thought­
less of them-regardless of the author of these 
dreadful visitations-carel&ss, thankless, and still 
spiritually indolent-" settled upon the lees" ? 

o let us beware how we thus tempt GOD! 'Vhen 
He sees that the effect of our having been thus at 
ease from our youth, and of our having heard of 
public fasts and of national humiliations only as 
matter of past history, is only that our taste remains 
and our scent is not changed-i. e, that our natural 
(~orruptions are left un!'ubdlled, and that our careler-s-
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neils, and thoughtlessne!!l-i, and neglect Qf prayel", 
of cOllt~sion and of acknow legement of GOD, could 
not be great~r, if we did not beli~ve i'~ His c~is­
tence :-\Vhen He ~Ct·S that the died of our havIl1g 
been indulged in prosperity and he.alth and quiet 
is this settling upon the lees-How Justly may He 
shake us up and disturb us, and hl'ing upon us pel'se­
cution and captivity, pestilence and famine and ad­
versity and misery! How justly may He empty U~; 
from vessel to vessel,-subject us, that i~> to such 
calamitous changes as may make our state cloudy, 
and may force us to acknowlege Him even though 
it be in the time of justice, and then too late to cry 
for mercy,* O! then, entreat, in the spirit of your 
special prayer,t that the grace may be given you to 
turn unto GOD with timely repentance, and thus to 
obtain, through the merits of your Savior, that par­
don today which tomOI'l'OW it may be too late to seek 
fol'. Pray that :your repentance, too, may be deep 
and lasting. Beware of the fate of Nineveh. 
Though she was spared, on her repentance, when 
Jonah preached unto her, yet all the wrath of GOD 
was executed upon hCl' to the uttermost when the 
Prophet of our text af'tenvards foretold her ruin. 

HI. I will now proceed to say a few words on the 
false opinion of which the men in question, for whom 
the LORD would institute so st.'ict a search, were 
convicted-They say in -their heart "The LORD 
will not do good, neithel' will He do evil !" 

The principles of these atheists led them to sup­
pose that GOD would not concern Himself about 
the moral government of the world,-that the good 
or evil which men did was indifferent to Him-that 
He would not deal out to them good or evil accor~ 
ding as their works deserved-that good and evil 
happened to men, without Goo's contrivance or 

* Commination Sen'ief'. 
~ Appointed to be used fo\' averting the dreadful pestilence now 

ragmg III Europe and parts of America, 
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control, entirely by chance, by a~ene~; of other 
men, or hy natm'al causes. They thought that 
GOD, having madc the world and set it in l~otion, 
left it, to he governed by its own laws ;-that, having 
given fixed laws to nature, He did not overrule 
these laws amI make dlem subservient to His will 
and glH;cl'l1ment. 

Short-sighted men! who coull} imagine that (Jew 
could not exercise, or would not exercise, an effec­
tual contl'ol ovet' the actions of men who are the 
work of His own hands-that He would tilink it 
beneath Him to overlook the creatures whom He 
did not think it beneath Him to call into being:­
as though this heaven, this eat,th, this fait' creation, 
which required a GOD to put them into motion at 
the first, could be kept in order for a moment,­
could, fot' an instant, be preset'ved from clashing 
back into their ori~illal confusion,-ifthe hand of the 
same Almig-hty Being were not still rulin~ at the 
helm, and His voice, which called them forth, were 
not still ordering the janing elements to be at 
peace! 

I n the days of David there wel'e some who said in 
theil' heart-GoD has forgotten: GOD hides away 
His face and will never see: How does GOD know"{ 
Is thet'e knowlege in the -:\l()~t High"l The LORD 
shall not see: The GOD of .Jacob shall not regard 
it. (Ps, x, n, I.Xxm. 11. XCIV. 7,) But what is 
the reply of David, or rather what does GOD H im­
self say by the mouth of His servant David '?-He 
that planted the eal', shall He not hear '? He that 
formed the eye, shall He not see '? He that eta'­
tiseth the heathen, shall not He correct? He that 
teacheth man knowlege, shall nllt He know'? The 
LORD knoweth the thoughts of man that they are 
VANITY. (Ps. XCIV. 9-11.) 

Indeed, as I have sufficielltly proved to you from 
scripture, f!'Om reason, and from experience, in the 
lectures which the unhappy prevalence of infidelity 
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has lately called forth,-GoD does, by His proyi­
dence, overrule all which happens upon earth. Na­
tural events, fortuitous or chance events, and those 
which have our fellow-men for their agents, all are 
permitted, ordered, or overruled, to the purposes of 
His moral government, by GOD. The liberty of hu­
man action is not impaired-the influence of natural 
causes is not abated, or shackled; yet these, and 
the very events which are contingent, i. e. which 
may happen, or may not, are directeJ by His unseen 
hand, to subserve the purposes of His moral govern­
ment. At His bidding the soil may become, at a 
particular time, fruitful'under particular natural in­
fluences, or~ from like cause, barren. The air may 
become pestilential, Gr· charged, as of late,. with 
death; or, at His bidding may continue, as we now 
thank Him that, amid His present visitations on 
other countries, and on other parts of our own, it has 
still continued among w;-healthful.. The works of 
His hands, when He is disposed to punish, or reward 
men, by them, are made to fulfil His commands and 
to be obedient to the voice of His word. 

0, be you not guilty, my beloved! of the folly or­
those men who say in their heart-the LORD will not 
do good, neither will He do evil. Is it agreeable 
to reason or to analogy to suppose that GOD would 
have put forth all the skill which is shown in. the 
mechanism of the very meanest of His ereatures" if 
He could have thought them, after their creation,. 
unworthy of His government and care?- "r ould He 
have sent His only Son to redeem us frQID our sins,. 
if our works were, indeed, indifferent to Him? 0-
would our Divine Redeemer JESUS CHRIST have 
~w;tained such agonies of prayer, have suffered so. 
mtensely, and have died upon the ignominious cross 
for. us? Would He have left such laws for the regu­
latIOn of our hearts and conduct and conversation? 
Would He. have enforced His precepts with such 
awful sanctions? Would He have sent the HoLY 
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SPIRIT of sanctification to abide in th~ hearts orMis 
followers, and to convince them of sin, if the public 
acts of nations and the private deeds of individuals 
were, indeed, indifferent to Him-if the belief of the 
probability of mysterious visitation& of' Providellce, 
in return for a people's sins, were, indeed, an illu­
sion of superstition? 

GOD will, indeed, recompense good and evil.­
The contrary supposition, as I have proved in my 
late lectures on Divine Providence, is against all 
experience: The testimony of the very heathen is 
against it: Reason remonstrates against it strongly I 
Our natural yearnings for the protection of' our all. 
powerful parent are against it: The WORD OF GOD, 

in every page, condemns it. But to my text ;---
IV. That says of'those who hold this senseless 

notion, that GOD will search them out and punish 
them. 

And, my Brethren! if punishment shall be here­
after, in any degree, proportioned to the offence, 
how ~reat, how fearfully great, according to our 
thinkmg, may their punishment be, who shall, 
through life, have dared to dispute their own ac­
countability, and shall have affected to believe (for 
we can scarce imag;ine the atheist sincere) that GOD 

will not concern Himself to do good or to do evil! 
The text, however, would seem to favor the suppo­
sition, unaccountable as it is, that there may be sin­
cerity even in this senseless and gloomy creed! 
THEY SAY IT IN THEIR HEART! 

O! GOD does not judge as man judges; He sees 
the force with which bad education, prejudice, evil 
company, or injurious reading, may have pressed 
down the natural aspirings of the soul;-He discerns 
the sad effect which the inconsistent, the disgraceful 
lives and tempers of' us who call ourselves christians 
may have had in fixing his unbelief upon the infidel; 
He knows the constitutional weakness, too, of a 
particular unbeliever's mind, his incompetency for 
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weighing evidence, or fatho.mins- arg~menh, '~hlch 
must make him in the estimation ot the amiable 
here, and-O"ra~t it, GOD! perhaps with THEE 

above, rathe~ an object of pity than of censUre. As 
GOD is a merciful GOD, and does not expect to 
gather. where He ~as n?t s~wed, He may pardon 
errors m extenuatIOn ot w!lIl:h :-;0 lI)uch may be 
allowed: 

Sincerity in error, however, I am bound to warn 
you, my christian friends! cannot be safe.* W" 
may IlI}t caleulate upon security under the plea 
that we are sincere ;-that we have not believed 
such and sue:l mysteries of religion, for instance, and 
that we could not believe them. Look to the text; 
I will search out and punish---not those who say 
" GOD will not do good or evil:" A person migl!t 
utter this egregious absurdity without believing it, 
from an affectation of singularity, from a desire to 
raise the dignity of fancied philosophy ;---but I will 
punish even those who sa,?! 1~t in their heart, who are 
sincere in their errOl', who really imagine there is 
truth and even wisdom in the foolishness and false­
hood of which we are treating. 

0, my brethren! if such be the fate of those who, 
even in secret, harbor this unbelief,-if they who 
doubt GOD'S Providence thus offend Him---and we 
have here the \Vord of GOD for our charitable ap­
prehension thalio they do,---what shall be our hope 
if we should openly den!! Him? If I be amenable 
to such punishment for merely saying in my heart 
that good and evil may happen without GOD, what 
what may be my lot if I should vent my unbelief 

* The unsoundness and the danger of the popular notion that 
sincerity m.ay be substituted for faith, is very ably shewn in a Spr­
mon by BIshop HOR:\E on the necessity of Believing,-Vol. IV. 
Sermon I. on !'tlark XVI. 15, 16. On the same subject the reader 
may also consult an excellent essay contained in the 73d number of 
:raE CHURCl1~A!'<, a periodical which is pll~li~hed every Saturday 
ID the CIty of New-York, and cannot be too hIghly recommencied. 
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in conversation or in writing? Will GOD be so 
8eriollsly offended, make so strict a search and 
punish so signally the man who shall foster Sf'net 
atheism in the retirement of his own bosom-\Vhat, 
then, shall we say of those for whom we need no 
candles to search' them out,---who shall, without a 
blush, brillg forth the ullnatural monster to the 
light,---who shall dress it with the trappings ofa false 
philosophy, and teach it the insidious smile of he\' 
whose path goes down to hell,---and send it forth, 
like Satan 011 a festival day, to walk up and down 
this fait, eadh with the Sons of GOD ?---What, but 
that the spirit which could prompt sue-h proselytism 
is worthy the zeal and apostleship of that being' who 
could suggest to LIS that we curse our GOD and die '?;::, 

Is ])ot con'upt passiOll strong enough even within 
the bosoms of those who do believe in the O'.'errulin'," 
pl'Ovidence of GOD '? Al'e there not ditliculti~: 
enoug'h in the way of a sincere profe'ision ofreligioll, 
but the check which the belief in an ever-pt'esent 
GOD imposes on vice, and the encouragement it 
giH':S to deeds of virtue, and humble resignation, 
and patient hearing, must be done away?-O ! my 
Lretlm"a! if in the inmost heart of all)' of you there 
lurk one pat,tide of this unbelief-pray to GOD, thiCi 
night, to root it out. Sem'cIt, search YOll\'sehe>i, 
tltat you may be spared in the day of the scrutiny 
described in the text. Breathe 1I0t a whisper of such 
secl'cf doubt to the unsettlillg; of the simple t~lith of' 
another! If you tlo, tht' effects may be smouldering 
and gathet'jug strength and spreading their festering 
influence upon ~l'ncrations yet to come,-a san)\' of 
death, increaliiiing the numbel's ofthe damned,-years 
after you shall have turned, in penitence and tears, 
to the GOD whom you have slightedt-yeal's after 
you would give wOI'lds, if you had them, that you 

* Prnl'('rbs V1L Job L 6-11, and II. !), 

t Z~chal'iah XII.]O, Acts IX. 4, 
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miu-ht recal the hell-born sentiment,t which, though 
utt~red ill confidence in tIl<' ear of night, could not· 
fall to the <rround without your )laker's knowlege, 
or withoutbein:.!,', to others, a savor of life or of 
death according as those who were so unhappy as 
to he~r it, turned to Goo 011 hearing it,-or to the 
human-say, the satanic-reasonin.~" which dispute 
Goo's perfections, His pl'Ovidence, Ol' His attri­
butes.§ 

As a madman who casteth firebrands, al'l'ows and 
death, so is the man that deceiveth his neighbor 
and saith, am I not in ~pOl't ? \ r hoso shall offend 
one of these little ones which believe in me, it Wl'i'L' 

bettel· for him that a millstone weI'e hau!:!'ed about 
his neck, and that he were drowned ill th; depth of 
rhe sea. l! 

o believe me, an hour is coming in which, though 
you may now say, in your heart, "The LORD will 
not do good, neither will He do evil," you will tum 
to the I .. ORD :-GOD grant that it may not be too 
late ! -tf~ Indeed, indeed, whatever may have been 
your dispo~ition during the hours' of health and 
ease-whatever may have been yoU\" declarations, 
... incere or insincere, respecting your belief that the 
Joctrine of a Divine Providence was contrary to 
reason and unworthy of philosophy, and an illusion 
of superstition-there will be no such pride of rea­
';011, no such irritable dignity of science, no such 

+ Matt, XII. 36. Ps. XCIV. 9. 
§ What are we to say of the system, which, under a false shew of 

liberality, allo\\"s works ~o be circulated which produce the most 
atrocious crimes? If I administer poison to the body I am hanO"pd ' 
?ut if I ad~inister ~oiso~ to the mind,--:-if I corrupt and betray til; 
Ignorant,-If I deceive hIm, and make 111m a murderer and a suicide 
-t,he .~'riehds ,?f .Iight ~n~ knowlege would raise a howl of "perse~ 
cutIon and bIgotry If any attempt should be made to stop me in 
my course.-Remarks on Mes,rs. Carlile and Taylor: CHRISTIAN 
REMEMBRANCER/or Sept. 1832. 

Ii Provo XXVI. 18,19. Matt. XVIII. 6 . 
.. Philipp. I!. 10, II. Proverbs I. 24-33. 
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jealous dread of thc imputation of superstition, in 
the hour.of death !-In those moments of extremity 
the pl'evaHing cry, even of those least likely to be 
suspected of supcrstition, has not beell-" Return, 
health! return, tumultuous joy! return, political 
triumph! return, friends of my youth! return, 
worldly treasure,-or studies of philosophy,-or 
secular occupation r' ~uch cries are then known 
to be vain. Some of these former objeets of prefe­
rence and of delio-ht are placed for ever out of 
reach. Those whicll remain, and those which might 
be regained at a call, are powerless, utterly unable 
to help or comfort, and no longer objects of desire. 
You will, then, be no longer able or inclined tn 
console yourself with the idea of protection beneath 
the general law of natme. Your prayer and yom 
confession will then be directed to that Being who 
will alone be able to help YOU.-RETURN, 0 LORD !t 
Your acknowlegement of the source of yoU!' suffer­
ing, too, will not stop short of the same Almighty 
cause. You will, then, no longer upbraid nature, 
or man, or accident, as the supreme cause of your 
calamity. You will no longer rest in the belief and 
the acknowle~ement of mere secondary causes.­
You will see that GOD is the Prime U nivcrsal Mo­
ver, whether the calamity which lays you low be the 
effect of natural decay, of physical derangement, 
or atmospheric influence, or mephitic vapor, of 
man's malice, or of seeming accident. Your con­
fession of Divine Pyovidence, under its mysterious a~ 
well as ullder its more ordinary visitations, will be 
embodied in the. prayer-Turn Thee, 0 LORD, to 
Thy returning creature, My LORD, and my GOD! 

On what, too, will you ground your confidence 
that the GOD whom you acknowlege will be pleased 
to save you and deliver you? Although you shall, 
all along; have acknowleged your belief that Gon 

t Ps. n. 4. 
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will uo ~ood, and will do .. dl, and shall also h~\'e 
f':\ Pl'cl('l't that He "ill ;.::iH' to I'\l:r'y man accordmg 
as his worl{S shall be, yet you wIll not dare to ask 
fol' delin~l'allce as the reward of mel'it and of senice: 
Y 011 will not pl'('sume to cany a lie in jour ri~ht 
hand, t and to say" I ha,'e fulfilled," 01' even" J 
han' sincerely endeavored to fulfil, those plll'poses 
of !.::ood for which I was placed s I,y the 'GOD of 
:\ a'tun',' ill this state of being," ~ o! however 
complacelltly you may, while s(;tting on the Ices in 
tIll' time of careless security, have regarded yOUI' 

OWlI public services, your own social vil'tues, 01' the 
idols of yom heart's attachment,-youl' philosophy, 
or ~'our philanthrop)',-dare you-will you dare­
in the day of Goo's nearer yisitation, take (lilY of 
tl)('s(', or all of'these, rlld plead them before your 
)Iaker, andsa)'-Having fulfilled, or endeavored to 
fullil, the pmposes for which I was placed in this 
state of being-, I now claim my reward? 

Such awful presumption is not bred within the at­
mosphere of the sick room, or of the chamber of 
death! Bright, indeed, lIre the g:lorie~, and rich 
the privileges, which bl'am upon the last earthly 
moments of departing wol'th! But those glories 
and those pri"ilegps, and tiJos(' prospects whieh arc 
connected with them, are the attendants of Faith. 
The merits to which tho~e who would then be ('011-

forte!!, llIust look, are the merits of a Savior's sacri­
fice ! The f'ultilment of Gon's purposes, on which 
those may hoast who would t':('}1 trust in a statf'whieh 
ean SUppOl·t them, must be the fulfilment of GOD'~ 
everlasting purposes of mel'cy by J ES lS eHR 1ST our 
LORD, The achievements of our own from which 
if fl'O~l any, we can on tlw d&y of the soul's depar~ 
ture from the body, or 011 the yet more awful day of' 

, tlwir reunion, derive sati~raction, must be the firm­
Ill'SS amI constancy of om faith amidst pre'~ailing 1I11-

- -~-,--- ----::;----- -------
::: I-ai, XI.I\, :!lI, 



21 
belief-the testimOln which we ha,'e borne to JESUS 
CURIST by OUI' lips a'nd in our lives, in the midst of 
infidel illdifrer~nee, senseless ridicule, and ungodly 
carclessness,-the triumphs over corrupt affection, 
lurkin~ unbclief~ evil passion, and selfishness and 
pride. Tll(' lift, of faith and the little nameless in­
cidents which mal'k, and make up the life of the 
man of faith, may, then, pass in review without dis­
may. The cup of cold watt-r giH'n to a diseiple, in 
the name of a disciple, and tOI' the sake of CllluS'r, 
ma~' then be remembered with delight, and admow­
leged with favor, when schemes oftmiversal benevo­
lence, which have been un sanctified in their motive 
and unhallowed in the means which thl')' employed, 
shall be unacknowleged, or eWIl counted sinfulness. 
The farthing given fwm an honest hand for the 
support of religion; the poor person's mite thrown 
into the treasury of the sanctuary, with the heartfelt 
prayer for the promotion of christian knowlege at 
home, and the propagation of the gospel abroad; 
the word fitly spoken which GOD blessed as the in­
strument of a single simwr's turning to righf<oous­
ness; the sigh over prevailing blasphemy, and the 
supplication over inward corruption, which were 
unheard and unnoted by man; the sacrifices of self­
indulgence which were made to charity, and of 
which none knew but Goo ;-tl!l'~(', and the daily 
incidents, the hourly dispositions which (;haractel'iz~ 
the genuinelle~s of an e"angelical faith-these are 
the achievements of hi~ life, which, if aU,1f call, may 
give one of OUl' fallen race some comlort in the hour 
(If distress and danger. 

Yet the!'le achievements-the::e triumphs-these 
dispositions-these sacriHces of sPlf-are not his 
own !-They are graces of GOD, and a1'e gin'lI him 
by the HOJJY SPIRIT. He who ha" the most of 
these to recal to his mind will be the least di"po:o;ed 
to put his tru:o;t on them, or on any deserving~ of hi'l 
mm. Espceia l1y in that moment \1 llf.'1l he is ~l'lI!'iihly 
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approaching nearer to GOD: a portion of tht;tt .cle.ar­
ne:o:s of vision through whICh GOD SpieS mlqUlty, 
('VIC'!) in our most holy things, will be granted to 
him. On getting nearer to the borders of yon 
realms of purity, he will perceive and lament, more 
than eve l' before, his own uncleannel'is. On the eve 
of his admission into those reg-ions where activity in 
the service of GOD is tIl(' bliss of the inhabitants, he 
\1 ill, IJlore than ever, lament his own uniform acti­
\ it)' to evil and his indolence to good. He will c?n­
fess that he is unworthy, utterly unworthy, of bemg 
admitted; but will pray that he may be pardoned 
allit accepted and saved, for GOD'S mercies: sake in 
J I:Sl1S CHRIST our LORD. 

Awl, 0, my friends! what an abundant plea is 
t:lis! I tl'ust you all are wont to urge it, or may be 
led to urge it, without ceasing, in all time of your 
lI'ihulation, and in all time of your wealth, as you will 
in the hour of death, and in the day of judgment. * 
'Vhethel' we approach GOD in the time of bodily 
ease for our soul's deliverance, or pray to H 1M, ill 
time of bodily and mental sutfering-H LORD! save 
\lei FOR THY MEI:CIES' SAKE !"-what a boundless 
Held of mercies, past, pi'csent, and in prospect, is 
opened upon our contemplation! 

Light and life--th~~ varied blessings of providence 
and grace,-of pl'ovidence, perhaps, denied-of 
;::n,tc(', perll~ps, abused,-long years of freedom from 
pam-the ll1dulgenc~ of I'ettling on our lees-or 
pedlaps the very discipline of pain by which a father 
(,:lastist~s the child he loves-all, all these are vari-
0:'" pl'~of~ of GOD'S love, gifts of His bounty, exer­
('I~'PS ot HIS mercy. And what confidence does their 
past experience ailcHd for the future to those who 
tmst in Him and who believe in theil' heart that He 
doeth good and doeth evil! 
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He who has so long sustained us will not n,;,\' 

desert us! He who has so often called me to re­
pentance, the veriest sinner may say, will not i'efw;.' 
my request HOW that I turn to Him with hearty 
penitence and unfeig;ned submission, and throw m:,' 
selfat the foot of the (,\,oss of roy DIVI]'; E REDEE}lEH. 

\lVe do not plead our own merits, but Thy mercie:-;, 
o LORD! Thy rich and unspeakable mercies ill 

J ESVS CHRIST our LORD! 
On those who are yv, impenitent and unbelieving, 

-un tho~e who have even ridiculed the dOclTine of 
Thy Providence, and have mocked at the eflica", 
of ilUmiliation to avert Thy judgments,-tunl, ~;' 
LORD, as Thou didst once turn on PETER§ wh, 
Jenied Thee, and once again 011 THO'I'fAS wh,) 
doubted Thee, that they may yet weep with tile 
penitence of the Olle, and confess Thee their LORl', 
<ilid theil' GOD, with the faith of the other; and, 0 ! 
whellever, beneath the affiietions which Thou sendc~1 
ill mercy, we turn to Thee in supplication and 
mourning and tears, do Thou turn also to us, 0 
LORD! remember Thy covenant and Thy promise. 
o ,,,ave our souls for Thy mercies' sake. AMEN! 

.~ Luke XXII. 61. John xx. 24-2fl, 
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