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SPEECH. 

On the resolution gi1Jing the t7Vel-ce mont Its' notice Jor the termuwlion oj the 

joint occupancy oj t.Qe Oregon territory. 

Mr. DICKINSON then rose and addressed the tnls, which was to endue with perpetual youth 
Senate on the special order of the day-the joint all who bathed in its waters, discovered Flvi"ida. 
resolution of notice, and the amendments thereto. Balboa, '2:1 1"\ (I I1IJ1" of Santa 1!alJa, a Spanish colony 
H 

ncur DaL ten, Wllllst searchIng for an ocean In the 
e spoke as follow;:;;: west ,\1.~lU"'(> ,111'l€S he Leli.~,"cd to he paved wIth 
Mr. PRESIDENT: The question which I am now gold, after much sutrermg, prIvation, and fatigue 

ab0ll:t to discuss in some of its most interesting I discovered the Pacific, and entering into its waters' 
and Important relutions, is one which deeply con- proclaimed, with outstretched sword, that he took 
cerna the well-beIng of our political and social ays- possession in the name of his king and master. . 
tell:!' Though apparently confined to an extensive In 1520, :r.,.Iagellan, a Portuguese in the service 
regIOn of country on OUf western border, it spreads of Spain, discovered the straits bearing his name, 
f~r beyond where human vision can penetrate, and through which he sailed into the ocean discovered 
rIses above.11 physi~al considerations. To under- by Balboa,. and which he named the Pacific, by 
stand It adequately m all Its beanngs, and enable reason of Its peaceful bosom. About thIS time 
!'urselves to ~udge .of it dispassionately according to Mexico, wh ich was discovered in 1518, was con
ItS great ments, It 18 necessary we should trace back quered, find Spam became the wealthIest nation of 
the pathway of civilization, and learn something of Europe, and prosecuted for a time her discoveries, 
the actIOn and motives of those conneeted with its explorations, and conquests, particularly upon the 
earhest hIstory. Towar~s the close of the fifteenth western coast of North America. From the time 
century, we find the Portuguese engaged in exam- of the discovery of this oceun up to 1810, Mr. 
ining the coast of Africa in a southerly and easter- D. srud he had collected from all the sources 
Iy direction, in the hope of finding a passage to the within his reach a connected history of the title 
Indian ocean, in which they were stimulated by the to the Oregon territory. It would however 
b."ll of Pope Nicholas V, assigning to them the occupy more time tRan he had allotted to him
TIghts of conquest, sovereignty, and trade exclu- self on this occasion to go through that history in 
mvely, in pagan lands which they might discover detail; and he had great pleasure in pnssing over it, 
in that direction; and after the return of Columbus since the able, and excellent commentarJ:: on that 
from his first voyage, the united sovereigRs of branch of the subject by hi. colleague, (Mr. Du.) 
Spain obtained a like authority, from Pope Alex- He would therefore content himself with little more 
ander VI, for all lands and aeas whICh they than a mere allusion to a few historical facts, not for 
might discover in the west, not before discov- the purpose of tracing the history, but of presenting 
ered or occupied by a Christian prince or people. the points from which his deductions would be 
Under this extraerdinary, but at that time recog- drawn. To all Buch as were kind enough 10 
nise.l authority, the sovereigne of Spain and the li.ten to his remarks, and who should honor him by 
king of Portygal-two of the greatest maritime pow- reading any report of them, he would say that he 
era of Europe-framed what they were pleased 10 should relieve them of all inferences as to condu
call the "partition mthe ocean," by drawing a line sions; and, therefore, when speaking of Oregon, he 
370 leaguea west of the Cape De Verd islands; and as desired· to be understood .. speaking of that region 
llicned all that portion of the globe east of it to Por- of coantry bordering on the PaCific, bounded on 
tugal and thaI west of it to Spain. The sue- the south by latitude 420; and on the north by 540 

cess ~f Columbus lent to Spain an extraordinary 40'. He intended to show clearly what were the rights 
stimulus, which sought its development in geo- of the respective parties; and /Jot believing that any 
graphieal discovery, territorial acquisition, and Christian nation, much less England, would go to war 
ihe pr.omotion of jhysical science, and even in for even a profitable wrong, and 1I0t proposin, to' 
indulging a morbi superstition in the prosecu- give up a right if she should, he should discuss tllc" 
~n of its idle vagarIes. In 1512 Ponce de question with the same freedom as though It were '. 
Leon, a Spaniard of birth alld fortulle, in three the cuatom of nations to resort to a court of justiee., 
veRa, AUed out at his own expense, while for ,their uUim4 741io, instead of the field of baltle" 
oruiling among ~he newly.diecov.ered ialands, s8ek- -:rerritory might be acquired by a nation· in·, 
iIlg fllr that Ipmg 80 loag deSired by the OrIen- various ways, and, among others, by treaty, by . 
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conquest, by di"');u),, or by con"s"lty. Tr.caty 
and conqliestcxp!aillcu (llemsclvee. Dl.~c~\ery, 1I1,lt8 
gClieral sense, was described as followa, In a treatISe 
on international law, by n1arten, professor of law 
in the university of Gottingen: 

t, ,'"rom the mO!T!ent a JlltiQn has taken ponession of a 
h .. rr,~,)fy in dght of fir::.t occupier, (.nj Wit~l the design 
to (.r.t'1."II~1t them~~lve:s therefor the future, tlley becomp 
tbl' :..t)J~olute and sole proprietofJ:! of it, and ::111 ,that it ('.D.n
tains' and have a ri .... ht to exclude all other natIOns from ltt 

to 1J:':' it, ami dispos~ of it as they thin.k proper:, provided, 
!1o". ,·yer, that they do not, in ::mywlse, (~Dcroach on the 
ri,;hts of ot,her nations,lI 

"The ca~e is but little different, btriclly ,"p~9.l:.illg, whl;'n, 
in right of legitimate conquest, a nation ~ciz~s 011 a terri· 
tory which is cc>ded to it al the peaet:." 

Mr. D. said, it is a general principle that the dis
covery of the leading geographical feature." of a terri' 
tory is a discovery of the whole. The dlscovery.of 
a river,.either of it:~ mouth or hend waters. IS a dn;· 
cover)" notof the river I(len;:r, uut of the territory 
drained by it, and if tile territory have nO.tural or 
political boundaries, the di.covery embraces the 
entire region limited by them. In tIllS case the 
political boundaries of the territory being defined; 
no qllestion can al'),se on that point; ana we have 
therefore only to address ourselvcs to the question of 
the title to the particular section of c.ountry. Con
tiguity may come in. aid of. diseo\'ery; an~ when the 
discovered territory IS contl~uouS to lhe po~ee8slOns 
of thOSf' maJring it~ the title IS thereby strengthened, 
al:J di~;("\\2ry of an inferior character will be suf· 
ficent. E\'en contiguity will carry a title without 
diocovery, if the posse.sion of tbe territory be ne
cessary to the mll'rc3t and corn'enience of the 
adjacent power, and no other power will be per
mitted to take possession. Under these general rules, 
the law of nations-a code which experience has 
suggested, and religion, morality, and civilizfltion 
have approved, assiglls the territory to the gov
ernment which Bhall Jif'cover it as the reward of 
ita Cli.tEprise. Nor does a subsequent, more perfect, 
and minute discoyery supersede the first. The first 
discovery, although it may not be minute nnd com
plete-although it may not ascertain all the geo
graphical featuros of the country-yet if it have 
ascertained the leading features, then it is a discov
ery of the e.)untry, and carries witb it all the ad
vantages of tl perfect dISC'-I\'C'IY. Though occupa· 
lion should follow, It need not immediately suc
ceed discovery. But there must be a" in
tent to follow up the discovery by occupation, 
It i. a question of intent-of good faith. And 
that question must be settled by an examina
tion of' the motives and intentions of the party, 
as far as they can be ascertained; and hence 
the allu;ion to the circumstances which preceded the 
discovery of tbi.territory. It is not contended that 
the papal authOrIty conferred any title. But it W lS 

at that time, and with that people, recognised as a~
thority-as the highest authority in 'Europe, 
and, therefore shows that in discovering, ex
plormg, and taldr.g possession, they believed 
~hey had tit:'" and int~nded to occui'Y, and although 
It IS n.o IItle of Itself, It tomes In aId of, and forti
fte. the title by diacovery,-shows that the 
discovery was I10t accldental, but thbt, every 
tnovement re.laling to it was the positive and efficient 
aet of soverelgnty. In no instance from the period 
when the l'lranish first landed on its .hores-from 
the first expedition authorized by the government
was there an act except under its authority and 
88"cLoI' A. early IlS 1543, tbe exploration of the 

coact wa& commenced", "h the view of eAerCl.:llg 
sovereignty over the territory. The first large 
expedition whIch they. planned wa3 111 1540. 
but byrenson of a mutmYfn the MeXIcan pro\'lnces, 
it failed. The next was m 1543, by Fen'elo, who 
explored as far nortll as 430. Tioe next wa~ by Ju
an de Fuca, who discovered the. straits which nOW 
Lear hi. name, in 1592. As thiS \ oyag" and thl. 
discovery bad been quec,tioned, he wouldJ"oduce 
an authority which he tru'ted \I'ould not be I"puted 
by any w1.o ad !'oeated the British title on thls.or the 
other side of the wnter. The authoflty to willeh he 
referred was the LOll,u,ll Qv."r/erly II, riet·, for I :Jl6, Irl 
speaking of this territory, and o!' the voyage of De 
Fuca, the reviewer remari{B as ;oI10\\'~' 

'! His real namt: waf> Apo~tolos Valeriaul.!s, The story 
told to Mr. :'I,icb.lel Lok, ('onsul for the TllI'ke) llleI'C"hants 
<It Aleppo, was a plain and no Jeubt a true, onc.-that be 
was plundered in ~ Manilla ,<..hip o~' Cure .Cahforfl1a, by ~n~ 
Candish, (Ca\'endlSll, who ~htt<, Ius Iw.n~:~ [v~Jnda Glf:" 
pilot in one oftbe!;hips he pllllld~r'1d,) an t:ng,h~hman; that 
he was afterwards Beut by lh(; vlceroy of .;\,I.'xJCo to dlscov, 
er the f>trJlt of Aman, but owing to a mutmy in the squa.d. 
ron he returnt'd: that inla99 be was again .'oeut OI! this diG, 
eo"~~ry: tbt hf;' entered a strait between 4i ~eg. and 48 deg. 
of latltudf', and sailed above twenty ctayi- lD 3. broad Stl;); 

and that, oppofi~d 1,) ".na~I-'.~ clothed ~n skins. he rtlt~rn~d 
to ACB'fIulco. Thf. Llle hlElhop of Salwhury" rather milis· 
cree:tly, haA pronounced this storr of De F'uc:a,'the fabr~c of 
imposturej' (or the ink w~s. ~('arcely dry Wbl~h tram:mltten 
to postl'rity this.hasty OPIOIOD: when the straIt, and thp se~, 
and the slivages, werc rec.ognu;eri hy .~JN\rf'.:i and others, In 
the very spot pointed out b} the old Greek pilo~, to whom 
modern gl'ographers han I'endert:d tardy Justice. by as· 
signip,,; to the .5trait be diseo-rered the name of Juan de 
Funl. ' 

This WIL3 a high if not aconclusive authority, pub
lished in London thirty years ago, under the eye of 
the British ministry, where it would have been cor
rected doubtles3, if erroneous; for in all that re
lated (0 her foreign policy Great B"itain had no di
visions. 

Next was the expedition of Vizcaino in 1603. He 
explored as far a3 43", and then sailed for Madrid, 
for the purpose of obtaining liberty to return and 
establish settlements and garrIsons upon the ter
ritory. He obtained this authority and returned, 
having been promised by Spain means to sustain 
the settlements which he should make, and died in 
1608, as he was about starting upon his enterprise, 
From about this time, however, Srain fOf nearly a 
century and a halfsuspended the further prosecution 
of her explorations 'and dIscoveries. She was then 
tOfn by intestine broils a~d cabinet intrigues] 
and was at war, at times, with almost every 
nation of Europe. But after the peace of 
1763 her energies revived, and she resumed the ex
ploration of the coast; and fOI' the purpose of doing 
so with greater "igor and extending her .ettle
ment., a distinct department, called the marine de
partment of San Bias, was est>blished in Mexico, 
which wa~ ,.,specially charged with discovering, ex
ploring, nnd taking po.session of this territory 
on the northwest coast, .howing her continued de
termination to maintain her position, which had 
not been changed there from 1603 to ! 77 4, no other 
power having set up any claim or made any pre
tension whatever to any portion thereof. At 
this time Perez undertook Iii. voyage; charged 
to proceed as far as 6()O, and to explore the coast. 
He reached as high as 540, and anchored in the 
bay afterwards ascertain.II to be Nootka. -

In 1775 Hecet .. and Quadra were 'directed to 
the 60th parallel, and thence to explore' southerly 
and take possession. Heceta made rand at 500, and 
retuflllng diacol'ered; but could not enter the Colum-



bic. Q.uadra reached ';6c , and returning explored 
between 450 and 420. 

In 1787 Martinez was sent to ascertain the 
character of some Russian Bettlements which were 
forming near Prince William'. sound, at about 
600, which Spain seems to cave considered her 
limits. He returned and reportei! that such settle
ments wer.e encroachments upon the Spanish terri
tory; and Jt was made the subject of remonstrance 
hy Spain to the empt'ess of Russia, who returned for 
answer that she had directed her subjects not 
to encroach upon any part of '-Spaniah Americ8j" 
proving that this great power, holdin". adjoinine; 
terri.tory, recogni:'Jed this as thl3 pos~esBions o'-f 
SpalR. Marttnez learned that two Russian 
ships were fitting out, and, as he understood, des
tined for Nootka, and hence his voyage to Nooth, 
ulider the orders of his government, to take abso
lute possession, and establish n settlement, and erect 
a fortification, which he did; and while there for 
this purpose he seized and condemned the vessel. 
of Meares, which difficulty led to the Nootlra con
vention. About this time the Columbia, command
ed by Captain Gray, of Boston, on a trading voy
age in the Pacific, was permitted to refit in lha ialand 
of Juan Fernandez; and the Spani.h officer in 
charge of the island wag cashiered because he did 
not seize her and her crew for trading where Sp~in 
claimed the exclu,ive right-proving the jealousy 
with which Spain regarded any encroachments upon 
that which she claimed before the world as her law
ful possession. Nor had any other po·.ver at this 
time pretended to c1aim or eX€r~i.s~.:: any jurisdiction 
whatever upon this territory. 

Spain .had taken possession of the whole coast, 
Ilnd had exercised every act of sovereignty which 
she was capable of exercising over a savage region. 
Her officers had erected crosses-performed nVJ88-

es; had declared in the name of the sovereign, 
that they took posses .• ion; and if they did not exe
cute a complete chart of the coast and territory, all 
the leading fentures "ere defined and had been 
named by the directions of the Spanish government, 
who, believing that it was improper to bestow 
the names of persons upon local:ties, had al
most exhausted the names of the saints in her 
calendar. In 1800 she held Louisiana, and thi. 
whole territory was contiguous to her L01!lisiana, 
l\1ex:co, and California possessIons. This, then, was 
the title of Spain in 1800: having discovered every 
leading geographical feature in the country-having 
explored it-proclaimed her sover~jgnty over it
€xpelled other. from it; and, having placed herselfin "
position before the world as its governor by the exer
ciBe of every possible act of sovereignty, short of ac
tnal occupation, which at that day was impracticable. 
In 1800 Spain transferred Louisiana to France with 
undefined western boundaries, and !1l'.~i} rCGted the 
Spanish title at that time. 

The claim of our govern men was a8 follows: 
In 1788, Gray and Kendrick, of Boston, under 

sea letters from Congress, went upon a trading 
voyage to the Pacific. Gray discovered the Colum
bia, but couM not enter it. Both egtered and sailed 
in tbe strait. of Fuca; wintered in Nootka, and 
spent the following summer there and along the 
neighboring coast. 

In 1792 Capt. Gray returned in the ship Colum
bia, and sailed up the Columbia twenty miles
naming it after his ship. 

In 1803 France transferred to our government 
Louisiana, with' undefined westerly boundarie., as 
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she had recei ved it from Spain; under which trune 
fer, ns well as the discovery of the Columbia by 
Cupt. Gray, this territory was claimed; and M'·. 
Jefferson, under the authority of Congtess in 1805, 
"cnt a company of about fifty men, under Captains 
Lewis and Clark, to explore and take possession. 

In 1805 Lewis and Clark enlered upon this expe
dition. They reached the mouth of the Columbia 
in the autumn of 1805; erected a building there, 
which Ihey named Fort Clats'Jp; remained there 
during the winter, nnd thence, tracing the river up
wards, crossed the mountains, and returned to the 
States. 

In 1808 Mr. Henry, agent of the Missouri Fur 
Company, erected trading establishments upon the 
Lewis river; and in 1810 Mr. Astor, at the head of 
the Pacific Pur Company, erecte:l Astoria, near the 
mOltth of the Columbia. Thi8 was taken .uy the 
British in 1813, dllrin~ the last 'VIa.-, and was restored 
under the treaty of Ghent in 1818;:i" 1819, Spain, 
insisting that the Ore.gon tcrritol'Y was not trans .. 
ferr..:d to France with Louisiana, assigned us aI~y 
rights she might have there above 420. 

Thi;3 presents the American claim, our govern ... 
ment. having fix~d the dividing line on the north 
with rrH:;:~:h at 54° 40' , 

Great Drit3in, for di.sco'/ery, relies upon the voy ... 
age of Sir Frunci~l Drul~e, who \'isited the Pacific jn 
1578-the voyage or the great circumnavigator Capt. 
Cook, in InS, Vlho touched at Cape Flattery, near 
the ~traits of Fuca and anchorel1 in Nootka-that 
of Meares in 17:-3:3, who sent n boat into the straits 
of Fuca, but duJ not cnter-th~t of Vancou~.,.er in 
1792-ancl the tbe di.covery of tbe heai! waters of 
Frazer's river by IV!aciccllzie in 1793, 

So lar us Great Britain relierl on the more perfect 
111scovel'ic8 of her navigators, it might be worthy of 
remarlc that this couU not &;oply to John Meares, 
who figured so brg.::ly in the history of her preten
sions. This uhiquilOtHl Del'sonagc \'J~<': at Nootka a 
land speeulntor and ~lealer in furs; at s(!u n 
Portug'1cf;e captain} and a .s:'l)Ll~~lel'j in London 
a lieutenant of the British navy; and, 8:3 to hiq 
extrern.i) [\1'C1lr.1r,y, he cl"l]ised doug the northwest 
coast, where the Coh1mbia t::lJ 1C1'8 the ocean by u 
ml)uth seven miles wille,,'111 I dcclD.re.d there WJ.~ no 
snch river therea:>3 the Sranl:!l·d.~ prelellded. He prided 
himself greatly in c··:plodiilg their discovery 
ery of a river there whictl .hey cfllled the St. Roque; 
nnu, 10 signalize hw ~~e0~rn.p}licfl.1 trill"nph, he 
named the bay ;'Dr;I'cp~i"!l/1 uno, olle of t,he 
capel'J at the mouth of the flver, Oppo,HLe to AstorJ~, 
"Disappointment." Vmh::ollve:, j,: wa'J true, dId 
malce a more accurate examination of the coast; but. 
he did it after that coast had heen pl'evio\.tSly Bur
veyed, rllHt ''lith the chart3 of Per~z and Gray ,in 
his hand. Yet he too declared that Gray was mIS
taken' that there \"Ia:,;' no river then~', nor stream of 
any 'kind, unless it might be n brook. But 
Gray and Heceta had bot~ discovered tbe river, and 
Grny a few days after went again to the spot, en ... 
tered the river, and sailed up its main channel for 
some miles, stnY~l1S' ~here some eight or ten days. 
How, then, could tt with truth be said that Van
couver's explorations, ~hol1gh later, were ":ore per
fect thun those of the Amot'icans and Sp'llIarrls? 

Much stress wa.3 laid upon the discovery of 
Frazer's river by Macl,enzie; but he hadno author
ity franl hi!] government, was a straggllllg IndIan 
trader, and nccidentally stl"llck its henCi water., and, 
after tracing it upwards of two hundred mt!es, left It, 
reached the Pacific far north of it, being at no time 
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south of 520; and the point of coast where he reach· whales, ••• 1.0 • fish, equal 10 lbe Newfoundland cod, 
ed the Pacific, as well as the region at the mouth of known in Spain by the name of Baccalao.". , 
the river, had been discovered long before, though He also read from the London Q.uarterlt Re· 
that particular river might not have been seen, view of 18~2, showing the priority of Spani. dis_ 

She admitted the priority of tbe Spanish discov- coveries, and admitting that Great Britain had no 
eries, but insisted that her owu disc"veries were territorial rights: 
more perfect; but a more perfect examination and 17;I.b\~1~~~n~~~ ;~~edp~~':z~o~~hefhe p~~t:V~~t!h~~:~~~~~ 
survey of what was already known gave her no title traced it from latitude 53 degrees 53 minutes to a promon
as a discoverer. tory in latitude 55 degreell, to which he gave the name of 
. He would' take up these British discoveries and Santa Margarita, being thp northwest ~xtremity of Queen 
examine them in order. CharJottt"~ Jdan-i of our charts; and, OR his return, touched 

The voyages of Cook and Y ~ncouver alone were f~ ~~:.tk~~ ~~~uf~~~l\~~i~;;e~'r~r~h~n~:n~ra~~e ~~:t;·:~~if:l:f. 
undertaken by order of the BrItish government, and under the orders of Don Juan Bruno Heceta, and Don Juan. 
c'Yen they were undertaken for other objects than de la Boge1la y ~ua~ra, .proceeded along tb~ nortbw.est 
dtscovery. As to the reat, they were the voyages of coast, a!lu ut'scned, l~ latItude 56 ~e~rees 8 mmutes, ~lg~ 
mere cruis~rs, and their discoveries, ifany, were :n~lu::sa~n:loof;;rcea~~~lti~Sl~t~~d~h~~l i~elee~a2m~tn~~~~~t~~ 
purely accldental. Drake was a sea-robber, a which they gave the name of EngaDo. Aoldin'" a north~ 
buceanier, cruising not only against the Spanish ly course, thl!Y reached latitude 67 degrees 58 ~inutes, and 

possessions and settlements, but against the .com- th~~h~~~r;:~~s after these Splnish voyages. Cook recon. 
merce of the ~orld. Yet such was the m~ralIty of noitred this coast more closely, and proceeded as high up 
the c.0!lrt o.f Elizabeth that she to}erated a pIrate and a.s tht' Icy Capej it was ButsequenUy visited by se\'eral 
hOMICIde like Drake, because hiS deeds were sup- Eng~isn ships for the purpos~ of trade; aDd though every posed to ~e of advantage to the realm ... However, r~~:I~~~tel!~t~~~~~:~~~~~~r~~: :-::~:~!r,ncv~:~~~v:r. 
as no reliance was pla~ by ~he BrIttsh ~over~-: 2ILfar ag the heolld of Cook'. Illlet, in latitude 61 degrees 16 
ment on the nlleged dIscoverIes of DraKe; he minutes; Yl!t, on the ground of priority of di.llco\'ery, it i. 
would pass them by. sufficiently clear that England has no claim to territorial 

The next was Capt. Cook; but he was not em- possession."-London QUOJ'Ie1'ly Rtvitw, 
played on a dllty of this kind. In proof of this Mr. The voya".e of Vancouver was for the purpose of 
D. would refer to the occasion of his voyage, and receiving, as'the agent of the British government, 
to his specific instructions, the property of Meares, which he alleged h?d bee .. 

In 1745 the Parliament of Great Britain offered a taken from him at Nootka-the return ofwhtch was 
reward of £20,000 sterling to the discoverer of a stipulated in the Nootka convention. He was au· 
northwest passage through Hudson's bay. thorized to explore and survey, for the purpose of 
And in 1776 she made .. like offer of £20,000, in ad· furnishing correct charts, but it was well known to 
dition, to anyone who should discover an opening the British government that ti,e whole region had 
through the co~tinellt from the Atlantic to the Paci- long been previously discovered, and he was charged 
fic abo\'e the latitu,Je ui 520. To make the discovery with no such enterprise. 
of this latter passa~e was the avowed ohject of While Great Britain held that the lIiscoveries of 
Cook's voy~gc. Wliat was the language of his ill- Spain were not enough to ~ive her a title to any part 
struct.ions. fron1 his government! of the country, she thought that the landing at N oot .. 

"\Vith the conse~t of thf natiyes, to Like possessiorl in ka by a Portuguese caplain,· the discovery of the 
t~e n~me of the kln.~ of Great ~ritain! of convenient situa- head-waters of a small stredm by an Indian trader, 
~~~~ ~~:e~~~~~~~~!::esda:/~:is~ell~~yt~~~'~~tlH,~h~~~~~~~~ an~ the erection of ~ misew?le hut ~\'IH:rein to dry 
pow~r, and t.o dH;trihute am~ng th~ inhabitant" such thill~s skms, wer~ ali-suffiCient to ~l ve her title. to ,£1 coun .. 
as: WIll 'e!"Ham as traef's. of hiS havmg been tlwll'; t>nt, if he try three tUlles as large as England, at SIX tnousand 
should find the countrie~ so ui~l'on:red 10 l,t, U1li11/wbill'd, miles distance though the ler,itory lay immedi;ltf,ly 
he ~as to take "pQ,;;se~sion o.r ti.c.:n. for his 8ow'r~'ign, by conticruoua to the Spanish P03:Jcssions and was d' _ 
settmg lip propf>r mark., 2.~lll JD!'!(,TlptlO~s, :).$ fint ulscover- 0 .' IS 
ers and posspssors;'" covered thr0ughout anutaken possessLOn of byau-

. The di~cdveries o.fthe E::jKllliards were wellimown 
In England, and openly published, before Cook left 
the British shores. III proClf of this he would refer 
to the London Annual Register of June, 1776. Mr. 
D. h~re re~d. nn extract expl('~sly reCcrring to the 
Spamsh 'discoveries on the north \~ est coast, where 
Cook after~ards went', as follows: 

thorized oftlcer~ of the governmellt, England has 
practised on this princil'le alway": but she could not 
~how as good u title to any r art ,)f hel" yast domin
iOns (unless, perhaps, to the island of England it
se~f) as we could show to the whole coast of 
NOl'th America. Hercb'llters to her colonies "from 
~ea to sea" W(Te as v< .. lueless in the eyes of a Papist 
as the Pope's charter to Spain would be in the eyes 

"Seqcfd.l STlftnish ~rigates 11,ninf{ b('('u sent from Acapul. of u Protcst<VI.1.,. Neither conveyeu any valid title 
~~etfn~j~~:,(~~~~~~~~~~h aonf(b'a;i~~~~a~j~et\~: t~~~fhlo~~~~~ unless followed up by discovery, by intent of settle-
174-1, they naVigated as high up on the coast as the latitude' ~ent, by acts of sovereig~ty, nnrl by actual oecupa
of 58 degrees 20 minutes-6 dt:grees· above Cape Blanco. tlon. The French first dIscovered the Ohio, but the 
Having dJscovered sE'vpcal good harbors aml navigable British claimed it, went to war for it, and held it 
rlvcrs upon the west ('O:l.!;'t of thi:: great continent, they es· because it lay between certain parallels and was 
~l~~l~S~r~dt';; ~r~~i~~~11"~ 1~~~P~~~i'~I~\i~:d t~:i~seos~'l:~td aca~ts~ covered by her charter. 
liion at every port where the inha1:'ltants wen~ to he found. Captain Cook discovered Australia, a country 
;Jt: s~~~~P:et~;l~,~~r~e~~lte \~'~~~l=fl~ c~~:t!~a~~e\~oe;!<;~~~ large~ than all Europe, a~d took possession of it by 
their traffic, and neat in their dr~ssj but, at the aame time. e~ectmg a pole and breaklOg a hottle, and Great Brit
idolators to the greatest degree, h .. n:ing never before had am holds it under that title to· this day. 
any intercourse ~ith .Europeans. M. Bucarelli. thf' \-ice- Mr. D. held that Oregon was homogenious-was 
~~rnk! f~re;~e~~d\~~0~~srl::~:!vt~~yh~:e~a~~1i~ !~~::t~;: one r~gion. The country was drained almost en-
direction; and the several n.vy officers upon that voyage tirely by the Columbia and its conlluents. This 
have hef'u preferred. It is imagined that these new dis('ov. ri.ver was its principal geographical feature, and a 
.eries will be very ad\'antageous, as the coast abounds" with discovery of both itB mouth and ita head waters-
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IIf the whole coast and its principal bays, harbors, by she transferred the whole northwest coast to lIB,. 
capes, and islands by Spam and by the United and we claimed that slIch was the fact-that the cea
States, was a discovery of the whole. Besides, it sion of Louisiana carried with it all Oregon. Under 
was followed by all the possession and occupation that claim, whether good or bad, (and in this argu
of which such a country was susceptible, and b:r. ment it mattered little which,) and our previous 
resolute acts of sovereignty. This, he insiste , discovery we took posses.ion of the country under
gave a complete title by discovery to the whole, the order of our government; and the exploration 
against Great Britain and the world, under the most of Lewis and Clarke was followed up by acts or 
J:igid construction of the rule. possession by Mr. Henry and Mr. Astor, of th .. 

But it was idle to discuss .the mere question country and of the river, which was itB chief and. 
oC title; for it was evident Great Britain did most important feature. Mr. Huskisson and Ad
Itol claim upon that grouU(\. Her able plenipo- ding ton did not deny this transfer, but claimed that. 
tentiary had evidently attempted to draw attea· the question had previously been disposed of by the 
tion from the true points, by arraying the Amer- treaty of Nootka, and that they thus got rid of the 
iean and Spanish titles against each other for force of the transfer. 
the purpose of defeating both. However ingenious Mr. D. would show that it had no such effect_ 
this process, it would not bear examination. There The conveRtion of N ootka was abolished by the 
could. not, it was apparent, be two good titles to the war of 1796. Spain made the transfer in 1800, 
whole of the same territory; but each might be good France in 1803, and we took posseosion in 1805, in 
to .. portion; and if both parties held the links of the 1806, in 1808, in 1810, and continued until 1813. By 
entire chain, each holding a portion, when united it England's own showing the convention did not re
would be complete. Or if one title was gBod and vive, if at all, till 1814; so that during the interval, 
the other worthless, the perfect would not be de· while the treaty was null, we took posse.sion of 
stroyed ifblQnded with the spurious. Great Britain ,the country, and it was still ours. . 
and the Uoited States both as.ert claims. ·If sne We bave already seen that Great Britain admits 
had ours, although hostile to hers, she would doubt- all her rights, previous to 1818, to rest in the Btipu
less assert, as she would have, a good title to the lations of the Nootka convention. If, therefore, 00 
whole against the world. As well maya nation rjghtscan be found there, none existed. He did not. 
procure outstanding titles to territory, and rdy upon deny but that her ,ubjects had certain privilege .. 
them, as a landlord the lease of his tenant, the re- guarar.tied, but there was no grant to the 80v .. ·.;g"llly 
mainder man the life estate, or the tenant in common of Great Britain, and she had no right to exercise 
!,.is co-tenant. acts of soycreil(nty by any power conferred by 

But by the following statement of Messrs. Hus- that treaty. The first article of the convention. 
ki)son and Addin~ton) British commissioners in the provides that the buildings and ~r~cts of land Sltu
negotiations of 1826, it would be seen that they did ated on the northwestern coast which had been ta
Y,ot rely upon dIscovery, but upon the N ootka con- ken from British subjects should be restored to 
venti 011. They say: them. The langua!;e of the treaty is not that they 

{'Wbatever that titJ.- may ha\e been, however. either on be given up to the British government, but to Brit
the part of Great Britain, or on the part of Spam, prior to ish :subjects. By the seco~d. ar.tide'.n. just rcpnra
t.he com;ention of 1790, it was from thenceforward no tion wa3 to be made for all IflJunes arISIng from the 
~~~fe;f t~h~~ ~3~itt!~ ;;~,~ea~~~~~~~~i,O~u~j~~~~:r;::t ~t:~~ acts of either. By the third article-the only oue 
stipulations 0.( that convention itself." which confers rip'hts-in order to preserve a 

Whatever the title of England may have been good understanding between the parlied, it waiO, 
prior to the Nootka convention in 1790, after that ag;reed that the respective, subjects and citIzen .. 
mstrument her claIms were no longer vague and un. of b?th Rho111~ nO.t ue .dl:jturbe~. or mole.sted In 
c.ertain, hut were all embodied in that treaty. The car~'ymg on th~lr fi:'::dCI:l('''' and th~H trade ~vlth the 
British rj~hts in Oregon were fixed by the conven. natl\'es. Spam \'''~:-l 1:1 pOss~sslOn by Ji~·~()Vcry,. 
tion of Nootka. If we would know exactly what and h~re was.no waive: of cmtn~nt domulIl. 
they were, we mu~t go there to find them. If she Mr. D .. called .attenuon to thiS lang~age ~or the 
I:ad no tille there, sh-e had no title. Spain lost no I purpose ot .howmg the absence.of all mtentlOn or 
rights in 1790. and the British gained none unless eX'p~ctallOn on .the part orthe.FJrltlsh. go~ernmcnt of 
by the stipulations of that treaty. . gammg any rights und?r th~s c~n\e"t1on beyond 

Now, we he1d that that conventIOn was abrogated those guarantIed to hel subJect:s~the restoratlOR 
and abolished by the war of 1796. England denied of Meares's properly:-the prIVIlege of occupy
this, but considering it not free from doubt, asserted lng temporary lw.bltah~ns o~ land for ,the. pur
that if the convention was abrogated ~y the war, pose of carrytng on tlade With .the natIves, and 
still it revived again in 1814 by a con .. ention re- that those who ventured the,r property up
viving all former commercial treaties. But he in- on the sea, In prosecutIOn of the fisheries,. 
si.ted that by her own doctrine war destroyed should not be molested. She always take. care 
such a treaty, for she held that her trenty of her su~iects, and of thetr mterests. Wo~ld we 
with us as to fishing and settlement on the coast of could sar the sallie of our own government. T.he 
wibrador was defeated by our war with her in other articles of the conventIOn were not materIAl 
1812.· If the principle was good as to the Labrador ¥The third article of the Nootka convention: 
treaty, it was equally good. as to the Nootka sound " In order to strengthen thE: bonds of friendship, and" 
treaty. We denied that the treaty revived in 1814, ~~rrtae~3[:; b~t~!~~e thePe;,~~t c~a:tl;a~~rn:n:arff~:,ditUi; 
because the treaty of revival was a treaty referring agreed that their respective suhject:i shall not be disturbed 
to Spain proper, and not applying to her colonies. or molested, either in navigating or carrying on the!r 
But if it was revived in 1814. what followed? Spain fisheries in the Pacific ocean, or in the South Seas, or 111 
transferred all her title to Louisiana. to France in lan~ing Oil the coasts of tho!te se.as, In places not already ?G~ 
1800 F I · d th t L .. b d cupH~d, fOI" the purpose of carrymg on their commerce With. 

. . ranee c RIme ~ o.U18lana em race I the natives of the country, or of making settle.m~nt8 there .. 
everythmg to the oceaM, mcludw.g ~he northwes the :""·hole subject, nevertheless. tA the restnchons specl-

, COllst: and she made her treaty behevmg that there- fied in the three following article.:· 



to tho view he was teking, though they all favored where did Grent Britai~ obtai~ her ri{;l'l.!O 
the con.truction he contended for. exercIse. aet~ of sov~relgnty m that. te:'!Jto-

·Mr. D. would now show what wa" the e11'e,:t of ry! It IS Bald she .'s m actu~ occupatI<?n: fl~r-, 
the restoration of Astoria in 1818, under the treaty haps It may be con~ldered practIcal OccupatIon, m
of Ghent. Great Britain .ometimes asserted a asmu?h .as her subJects are there, thc;>ugh by me,c 
drum'by discovery. She iesisted that she had rights permls~lOn, not by conquest, ~e bemg de~rnecl In 
under the Nootka convention, and all conceded that possessIon .. She ~as no mor~ nght to exercIse any 
jt washers by conquest from 1813 until resto~d. act of sovereIgnty m that temtc;>ry under the Nootka 
She had one title but from three sources whIch conventIOn, or the conventJOn of 1816, th"n, 
were merged. Id 1818 she restored Astoria, which .he has to exercist; act., of sovereignty with,in the 
was a restoration of the country, without prot.est or Dlil~flct of ColumbIa: Suppose. we should .glve thel 
pretence orany claim whatever. How, then, dll] she subjects of Great Brltam. the ,rIght to n.avlgate the 
divide her title again and transfer a portion to us, Potomne, or any other fiver III the Umted States:, 
and retain the residu~? He insisted that upon every would that give the right to the government oi Great 
principle of natio"al law or common sense she Britain to exercIse acts. of .o~ereignty: there? Surr 
was est6pped from asserting any claim which she pose we should; authorIze. BI'I~sh .subJects to tr"ns
now pretends had existence then. act certam busmess In tne. DIStrICt of ColuToob,a:, 

It waS evident that she had no confidence in her would anyone pI'etend that It gave that govem:ne!lt 
daim, nor was any countenanced by the public men jurisdiction? , . . 
or that day; and MI'. Clay, who was soon after Sec- The honorable senator from MISSOUfl, a rew duys' 
retary of State, in an official paper declared she had ago, was pleased to say that this was the fruit of, 
not the color of a title to any portion of the terri- "barren negotiation." Would to Heaven the nego-
.. ory. tiation had been barren! 

Though she haJ insisted upon some claim prcvi- Mr. ~EN'l'ON remarked that the negQtiatior1~ had 
Qusto the restoration under the Ghent treaty, Lord Tasted thirty ye~ro; alld he had designated them" 
Castelreagh, principal secretary in the foreign office, therefore, aged and barren. 
declared that we were entitled to be fully res to rod, MI'. DICKI"SON continued. He was glad it bad bee.n, 
and to be deemed the party in possession while thus balTen, and he was pre pared to show that j: 
treating of the title. The fort and settlement were ought to produce no fruit, such as was anticipated by 
restored to the government of the Umted States, Great Bl'ltam. To return to the convenllon of 18:e. 
as Buth. The restoration and acceptance were the Though it gave no rights whatever to the British gov .. 
acts of the respective governments through their emment as such; it had been, as waa we!! said, 
constituted authoritie.. by the senator from Missouri, the source of diilhcl-

The firot article of the treaty of Ghent, under ty to us. But for that convention, we should now 
which Astoria was restored, unlike the Nootka con- be in peaceful and quiet occupation of the territory. 
vention, provided for the restoration to this govern- It is that which has {ortined the claim se: no 
ment; and under this provision, the country WaE by the British negotiators-which claim, as lat~ 
Ieetored, not to in,lividuals, but to the sorereiunty! as 1818, they did not consider worthy of being 
of the United St~tes. We were then in full °and called even a possessory right, but which ha~' 
peaceable possessIon by the consent and authority now grown into a right of which she cannot be 
orthe BritIsh government. We had successfully be deprived without war. What is the :;.l~ 
defied h~r ~rm', and she had restored it to us without state of her title? Legally, not in occupation of 
even ,clalmmg a po;ssessory right; and at this time, the territory, with no rights as a governmen·., 
certa~nly, the whole worl~ would have pronounced she. assumeB the right of extending the juris
our tItI~ elect.,. and unqut'st'O'1lable. dictIOn of her courts not only over her own 

But 10 four~een fatal days thereafter we entered I subjects, but over the whole territory, and over all 
upon negotlal1~n! and, a. URUal, fen a prey to the peroons therein. She has erected extensive for-· 
sappmg and mmIng of her diplomaey. The treaty of tifications, and is now literally in the armed 000;;-

1818, which It IS contended IS a treaty for joint occu- pation 0" the country, and in the exerciso of the 
pancy, ,IS not one for, that purpo8e, but a treaty Of

l 
highest acts of sovereignty, showing a dispOSi.tlon 

permiSSIOn to her subjects to trade and to nsh Up?" to hold it, peaceably if she can, forcibly ii she 
theco,,:st. Itglves to Great Bntam no rlght to exercIse mUBt. How dId they pos.ess themBelves of tpese 
'SovereJgnty .. 'Ve were already in P?sSeSaiOflj and privileges? and with what intantion have they done so? 
.ae had no rights there, unle •• she gallled them un- An agent of the Hudson Bay Company thus explains 
~er the treaty of 1818.. Th. laLlguage of that treaty it to his governor; "The territery m .. y hereafter be
,. wort~y of eXamll1atlOn. [Mr. D .. here read a por- come of grent consequence, to Great Britain, and we 
Yon ot the treaty, and then contll1ued.]' Nowarestrengthellingherclaim."Theyaremakingwhat 

'Yas no. claim a drum,. then a right, and lastly a 
title. SIr, they are domg as they have done iI'J 
the East Indies-converting a small tradin .. post 
into a territorial possession, over which theyOcx13I
cise unlimited jurisdiction. What was a few years 
ago a small tro.ding post at Calcutta, has given her 
jurisdiction over a humlred millions of human be
ings. 

"'The third article o-f the treaty of }SlS: 
. "]tis agreed that any country that may be claimed by 

eIther party on the northwest coast of America. westward 
()f the ~tony mountains, shall, together with its harbors 
bays, and creeks; and the navigation of all rivers withj~ 
the same, be frE'~ and open, for the term of ten years from 
the date o~ .thl;! sIgnature ~f the prese,lt convention, to the 
YesfJels, clhzens, and suhJects of the two powers' it being 
w~ll understood that this agrfemE'ut is Dot to be ~onstrued 
to the prejudice of any claim which citherof the two high 
contracting pa!ties may have to any part of the said coun
try; nor shallltbe taken to atlect the claims of any otber 
Jlo:wer or state .to any part, of the Raid country; the only 
~bJect of the high contractmg parties, in that respect being 
to prevent tlisputes and difterences amongst themseh:es," 

The t~eaty.of 1827 extends ~he above article indefinitely, 
_~:; ~~~v;~~~.~t D~t~~e,be termmated,by either party by giv-

What was the real claim of Great Britain since 
1818? Some might be surprised to hear it asserte(l 
that she claimed no title, but such was the fact, as 
would be seen by a close examination of the corres
pondence. Her negotiators did not rely upon dio
covery, but upon rights growing out of the com'en
tIons of Nootka and 1818. Messrs. Huskisson a,d 
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Addin(l"ton, in thci, Cotrespondence with Mr. Gal
latin, In 1826, thus' state their cluim: 

"Great .Brjtajo dllimcd DO cxc.Jur;jye sovereignty over 

~~!p~:~:~n~ ~~,tcb~tt~~7 the i!~~f:"ci~eli~j~:jllt'Q n:~,1~h1nlr 
joint occu~~ncy in common with other Sta.tcs, leavh~g the 
right of exclusive domiilion io a6eyanre." 

. Up~ this, Mr .. Pakenham, the present able Brit
Ish mmlster, had Improved; and, nfter amusing him
self and theA~-rJcan people, and attempting to di. 
vert the AmerIcan Secretary by vrctended discov
(lries, 'had contrived to leave an idea to nestle amid 
a mass'of words, in a manner which Vlould have 
"Mod anothet'laurcl to the wreath which adorned 
the brow of Talleyrand. After rec:ti,'g the various 
grollnds of claim, he closes with the 10l!uwing: . 

'~In,finc, the llrescnt state oithe question hetwef'1l the two 
govRrnments, appear~ to be this: Gr'~ilt Drit(l.in po~sesscr; 
~d €'x.nC'i,.;("· in common vlith tbe Un.ikd Stat",,,. a right of 
jOlllt ~ce.upancy in. the Oregon territory. ofwhH'h right slIt? 
can be divested 'WJth respect to .lny part of lil.:'.t tel'ntofY 
Ilnly by an f:IJ'litalJle pa:!'tHion of tiLt.' wholt.: bd\\'et.:n· the 
two poV',"crs. 

"It is for cl,vJous reasons -lesirallle that :mch a pal'J.ition 
should t(!.ke. I·h~.~ as soo.n a'l possihle, and the difficulty ap
~Je.ll., to be In de¥'lsing n lin.e of df:marcatjon which hall 
kil;\'" to e~cl~ J>dliy that pr8{'.lse J I)rtinn oftbc tenitor7 best 
sUltetl to lt~ wtercd and convefJ.ll.lIcc." 

It was said Mr. Packenham was "enOllrc,\ by his 
government. Mr. D. denied thi,. Sir Rohert Peel 
was not prepared to say whether ;VI" P. should 
have taken 49° Of not; in short, he wa~ not pre· 
pared to say anything about it before the public. 
Mr" D., although he desiretl. no cabinet SCCI"ets, 

should lilw to know under what instruction" Mr. 
P. rejected that offer. These would show whether 
the British minister was more grasping than hi" 
government, but there was nothing in the foreign 
news which indicated such a state of things. 

But jf this territory is ours, is ilwortl, pt'cserv
ing? Great Britain sometimes d~scribes it as 
n. fertile region, and sometimes n;~ a cold and 
barren waste; and it has been called on this 
this fioor, the Siberia of America. It stretchea 
for near!J a tho'.lsand mile~ along the Pa· 
cilic coast, the distance from the coast to the Rocky 
mountains, varying from five to seven ]lUlllJreu 
lniles, comprising a tract 0: country nearl.Y equal in 
extent (0 one-half of the "!tate, of this UnUm, and 
eontaining rjvers navigable for hund,"ed:-l of miles. 
Its climate, in all respects, is better lhall that of New 
:j!;ngland. The Almighty has fashioned a hIghway 
from the fertile valley of the Mississippi to the head 
waters. of the Columbia. ,\Vithin that region, plants 
spring spontaneously; /lowers bloom and shect their 
tragrance, and the humming bird performs its round 
in March. The country looks out upon the Pa
cific, offering facilities for coplmerce unsurpassed, 
and some of the hest harb0l' in Ihe known ·world 
will give us the China trade 111 as many weeks as it 
now takes months to perform the journey, and with
out the ~angers of a passage around the capes; 
the trade of Japan, the Spanish islands, British 
and Dutc' East India and the gold ell commerce 
of the whole east, which has enriched the world. 
It is the advantages of this great comme"cial pos
session of which Great Britain seeles to deprive 
us. She sees th.t the commerce of the wodd, if 
divided into eight parts, belongs five pa'lIS of it to 
herself and us; and by further allotment a8 t between 
ourselves, two 01 thoBe five parts are ours; and ahe 
Bees, too, that, from our growing importance. if we 
possess ourBelves of this territory, we shall be in 
possession of both oceans; that we shall be suc-

cessorD to, ns we are now the eomfletitors for, her tri
dent; that here great commercial cities will grow up, 
and that our merchants will become the common 
carriers of the wodd. 

But we are t"ld, as usual, that there will be war 
unless the country be at least divided. Mr. D. hau 
said at the commenccment that he would discuss the 
question with the same freedom as though it were 
one to be decided before a judicial tribunal; and 
while he should depI'ecate n reckless war, he should 
equally deprecate a craven and pUl'chased peace. 
Neitller the one nol' the other was necessary. 
He had shown by the admissions of Great Britain, 
th,t she has 110 rights beyond those which apper
tain to her subjects a3 such. These we have 
never interfered with; but she has herself broken 
the I reaty, hy the exercise of acts of sovereignty 
which she has n right only to exercise within her 
own dominions, O~" within a country where that au
thority was given her. 

We were told, too, that it must be termi
nated by peaceable, honorable negotiation. Penoe
able negotiation becomes us-hcnorable nego· 
tip-tion shoulll accompnny it. But if, on a 
full examination, we enn mRintain, in the face of 
the civilized world, that it is ours, it would be an 
~d of injustice towards ourseJves to surrender it. 
t>ir, we have the right to call upon Great Britain 
to give up her pretended claim. She cannot break 
the peace of the world, when we are willing to res
pect, and do respect, all the rtghts she has there. 

Blit we are told that we must come down to the 
49th degree of north latitude, and compromise. 
Why should ~that parallel be proPQsed} It has 
been repeatedly olfered by 0'" government, and 
"" often rejected. The last time it was offered 
her Majesty's minister declared that he hoped 
this government would make an offer more con .. 
sistent with fairness and equity. He returned this 
answer at once, without referring to his ~overn
mcntj and no such question exists, except in lmagin. 
ation. Do€':l it become our honor, dignity, or se](·l'e
spectas a nation, to keep constantly urging before the 
people of thiq country and the world that the 49th 
parallel must be the dividing line; that we will give 
them that line, though they have declarea tRey 
will not receive it? It will b. time enough for us to 
·'3«y we will give Great Britain n part when she 
makes out a title to if; or) if we give her what i~ 
ours, let her 1irst at leR~t consent to receive it; nnd 
not force her to accept the territory which she 
say" she refuse". Mr. 0 had too much respect for 
our government to occupy a position so humiliating; 
and though he had too much respect for the Britjsh 
government to indulge in aspersions, he had not that 
alfection for it which .hould induce him to urge 
upon it a portion of our territory. 

The strict question before the Senate was, shall 
the conyention be terminated? But it had properly 
taken a much wider range, and the foreign and do
mestic policy of the government brought under dis
cussion. 

The different structure of the two governments 
was too ObTious to require explanation; theirs, 
central, executive, and its chief power resting 
in its ministry-ours, popular, representative, and 
its clemen ts of strength with the mU$ses of the 
people. Theirs developed its greatest energies in 
the Star-chamber policy of diplomatic negotiations
ours through its popular expression; and hence the 
reaaon we failed when thus brought in conflict 



with her, and not because her' ~tateBtnen were was,~ bold and masterly policy Df her ministry II) 
more sagacious tlian ours. save the nation, and gave no indication that ahe 

The Oregon question here recieved its tone from would I'elax her unjv.t claim to Oregon. 'Ve ahoul'd 
the people-there from the cabinet. Why had the look to our own ~nterest lind to our ow?l country for 
declaration of the President of the UQlted States re- sentiments by whIch to rcgulat<: our actlOn,and leave 
ceived such unqualified and universal appr9bation? commercial' treaties', and regulations to the future_ 
It was not merely that he said, under the sanction The Almighty hadcleated beings tb~re,.aDllmaterinls 
of his high po.ition, that our title to the whole of to feed them here,not upon the terntones of monar-
Oregon was clear and unquestionable..!.it was not chy but of freedom. . 
that he was chosen by them to be their chief magis- So much had been said upon the/nC1lic tone Gf 
trate over a popular and distinguished competitor- the British pre.s; that Mr. D. woul . read !'- short 
.it was not that they felt an abiding confidence in extract from the London Times, winch mIght be 
hi. stern integrity, and an assurance that, like him regarded as semi-official, and the true feeling of the 
who had gone before him, he would claim only that British mini_try:. .. 
which was riaht and would submit to nothinO' "It appears that the last proposal submitted to him [~1r. 

h· h· 0 '. b t 't b' . h' I ~ Pakenhaln]by).rr.BucbanaD,viz~ailivisionoftheterritory. 
W iC \\as wrong, U. 1 was, ceRuse m 18 a~ he rejectcd.at once. Now' it is urged thll;l he t;houlrl have 
guage they heard their own, and felt that the senti .. communicated with the home gO\'ernmenl before he took 
menta he uttered were the sentiments of their hearts. so summary a course-. It ~ould T~quire a fuller acquaint-

But it is said we must beware how we discuss this ance "'ilh the circumstances of the case than is a.flOrded by 
. be' h ' b d' ·fi· Sjr R. Pep.!'s exp.la.natioD, -to pronounce positively upon the 

questIOn, cause t e news l~om a roa IS paCJ C, propt'iety of his conduct. If by the term "division" be un~ 
because the queen's speech IS gentle j because the derstood a djyision formen by a line continued fnm the, 
language useu in Parliament is mild; '~ecause the [orty~njn~h paral~el, ,we ea~ under~.taDd th~. motives w.hich. 
~ne of the public pres.s in Great ~ri~i~ j~ pacific. ~~~i~ l~~~ ~e~il~;~ t~: ~~eu~e ~I!i~:r~~~~l"~~:e;:~:~rlr 
SIr, I concede all tIu.a; but, begmmn~ WIth th~ theDlDstes&£lltialprop~y.....-tbaon!y beneficial interest in:. 
queen's speech: when our whole polley IS made to the disputer! country. Excluding thiSl, it excluded .not only 
depend upon the queen'.::; speech, or upon the sen- t~e most imp~rtant part of o.ur claims, but that which .pre·' 

timents. o.f ~ritish statesmen, or upon the press of ~~~~~ ~on:l~n~:vne& b:~~ r~;~S~i~lEf~~~~~;s :::li~Shn~~ti~ett~ 
Great Butam, we rimy as well at once go back to accept offers so humiliating or ri"'hts so truncated. 
to a state of colonial servitude. Sir, .what is ". + ..,.' ~ 'f. 

the queen's speech? A formul,a which ~as not m;~(r~!he~a~:U~d~:oa: ~!t~id~d :h~ unna~ei~~~Uo~/t~~b~~~ , 
been changed three sentellces for as many centu~ lumbia'and the rich soil I upon its banks, ,\hat would have 
lies; anu from this we. are to take our line of b 'd b th I't"· f t1 U t d St t b th 
conduct. But the lailguage in Parliament is pacific, meo!!; ;~stit~en'~jJ;~ b;-Ct'h~~~b fl~~ter~s~' by th:~;anlerer: 
certainly. 1VIJo(: \·er knew an instance' in which to bad passions, and the shitors iorpopular favor"?" 
Great Britain 1",,.Mled her foreign policy hefore the Thill, ,then, wa. the conciliatory spirit which 
world? If we would know it, we must find out the should induce the representatives of "mob constilu
secrets of her foreign office. Her (-llerg-lea are dif- enci,s'~ to surrender Oregon! 
ferentlyemployed. The British premier comes into Mr. D. said so mucll had been urged in favor 
Parliament with every expre~si(;n calculated and of negotiation, as. the teachings of experienee 
weighed well before uttered. The. premier, in his were valuable, he w()uld refer to our diplomatic 
place in ParliamelJt, sees nothing that will disturb history for thirty years, and see how the various 
the peaceful relations of .the cour,try; but',proposes questions had been disposed of. It had been 
to increase warlike preparation. He trusts that akeady seen that all the' rights Great Britain had in 
peace will be presrrnd, and so did he, (Mr. Or<lgo,n were conferred by l)eg6tiation. A few years 
D:,) but he trusted Gl'eat Britain wOl)ld'yield up a since, there were foUr leaiiing subjects ()f difference. 
claim asserted without right and maintained agrunst The nortlleastern boundary, the Caroline, or Mc
evidence. Ilence it was that he boped we should Leod aflail', the right of search, and Oregon. 
have no \I ill'. ., . The northeastern b6tmdal'Y was first submitted to 

As to any commercial ar~allgel1lent contem.plated the Rl'bitrament of the King of Netherlands, who 
between the two countries, It must' depend .upon its Was instl:llcted to fallo\v the highlands, but loca
advantages, and not upon the Oregon question. ted his line in the bed of the' St. John's. His, 
,\Thenever Great Bl'Jt.lln should propose any award w:;ts rejected and negotiations resumed~ Great 
arrangement to thjs go\'crument, .he trusted we Britain had more' territory awardcd to her than a 
should meet her in the same spirit of liberalitY' map in her fureign ..office showed .. he was entitled to, 
and good feeling which should characterize the in-, and this government paid to Maine and Massachu
tercourse between two great !lations. But he saw, setts for the territory thus ceded, $300,000. This 
Doth.iog in the queen's speech. in the debates in was the history 01' one con£ession by this to the 
Parliament, or in the temper of the British press, British government. 
which should induce us to hesitate or relax III the In 1837 there were collisions between citizens of 
prosecution of our rights in Oregon. New York nnd elsewhere, and the inhabitants 

Perhaps she would throw ol'en her ports, but of. Canada-hostilities having been exchanged 
what would induce her to do it! Love and affection between the parties, at le""t as it was sup
for the interests of the Amei·ic.1l people?-or had posed, when an armed company, under the direc
th~ cries of her starving millions reaLhed to heaven? tion of the Canadian authorities, came over and 
DId she see the genIus of monarchy rOLking seized a steamboat lying within the territory and 
upon It. pedestal, and propose to permit fam- jurisdiction of the State of New York, while the 
ine to purchase its crust in the market of the hands were asleep on board, cut it out, murdered a 
world, and thus procure a renewal of her lease portion of the hand., and one who fled to the shore 
Of despotism, which she .feared was drawing to was shot down after he. had reaclied it. The boat 
a close. It ~as a questIon between that gov- and her crew were sent over the Falls of "Nil!gara_ 
ernment and Its peo})le; her aristocracy had given That was a question \Vhir.~, at the time, raised the 
way upon compulsIOn, and not from choice. It indignation not only of citizen~ of New York, 
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but of the whole American people. The attention Mr. ErANs said it was not in order. 
of the authorities of New York, and of the United Mr. DICKINSON said he had no desire to read, iC 
States were directed to the subject; reparation was objected to from the other side, and would waive il. 
demanded, and how was it procured' That Fart of the statement, however, as reported, 

An individual named McLeod, an inhabitant of which related to the late attorney of the Uniteil 
Canada, avowed himself the murderer, and being States for Ihe northern district of New York, did. 
in the State of New York, was arrested and confined that gentleman injustice, (unintentional, certainly,) 
in jail. The federal government endeavored to· pre- for he was a gentleman of integrity, and had u,,
vent his trial by the court. of New York; and dertaken the defence of McLeod before his ap
but for the commendable firmness of her executive pointment; and besides, McLeod was prosecuted 
and judicial authorities, would have aucceeded. No in a State court, by the attorney general of New 
reparation has yet been made; anrl it is said to have York, where the district attorney of the United 
been charged upon the floor of the other branch of States had no official relation. 
Congress that the f<es of counsel who defended Me· Mr. D. said he had also stated that the federal 
Leod were paid from the treasury. Mr. D. knew government endeavored to arrest the trial of Mc):,eod 
nothing concerning the statement, but hoped for the by the authorities of New York, on the ground that, 
honor of the nation it was not true. if he committed the mmder, it was by the direction 

Mr. WEBSTER. It is wholly false. ami under the authorIty of the British government, 
Mr. DICKINSON was happy to hear it. He wished which had avowed the act, and that the government 

to be correct as to the history of the past; bnt if his and not the individual was responsible. He under
recollection served him, the federal government in- slood the honorable senator from Massachusetts 
aisted that the authorities of New York, under the [Mr. 'VEBsTEa] to deny such mterference, or inti
circumstances, Aad no right to try McLeod, who mate that he should call for the authOrity for such 
declared he had sent the missile which,terminated statement. Mr. D. dId not intend to charge a forci
the lite of one of her citfzens u'!'on her Own soil. 'hIe or a law]ess interference, but a palpable and dl'" 
Does the senator wish to explain? rect one, and an attempt, on the part of the author-

Mr. WEBSTER. Not at present; I do not want to ities at Washington, to arrest the ordinary cou.5'se 
interrupt the senator. I shall think it necessary, of justice,. and prevent a trial upon the merits. 
perhaps, to call on him hereafter for the authority McLeod was confined in jail in a western 
upon which he makes this statement. county of New York, charged by indictment 

IVIr. DICKIN5.01~ had understood there waa a cor- with the murder of Durfee, tl citizen of that 
respo-ndence between the authorities a~ "\Va:-hitl;tO!! State, within its borders. While so confined, 
and the governor of New York to that effect; but he and as his trial was approaching, Mr. Fox, the 
alluded partIcularly to a letter addressed by Mr. British minister, avowed Ihe act to be that of her 
lVEBSTER, Secretary of State, to Mr. CRITTENDEN, Majesty's government, and dernanded the release of 
Attorney General, at that time, directing him to McLeod. A correspondence Wa" said to have pass
proceed to New York and take charge of the trial Of

l 
ed between the federal and Slate authorities touch

McLeod. He I. ad it not tAen before him, and did ing the question of McLeod's release, of which 
not recollect its precise language, but would refer to Mr. D, did not pretend to "peak; but he held in hi. 
it before he ehould clo.e. He woold endeavor to hand a lettel' from the late Sew·t.uyof :-;'"t< ['\1r. 
speak of the history of'the past tnll),. and in perfect 'VEB'TEn] to thebte Atto""y C,,;eralli\lr. CF.IT
kindness, but he wished to show what ,.e had gain-I H""L;';.] w!.ich he thought fully e,·,a~lished all he 
ed by negotiations with Great Dritain, and who had I had asserted. 
made the conccseions. . . The letter purrortcd to be ~~nled from the De .. 
~r. D. here gave way to a motlOn for. execuln'e partll11'!nt of SI'ttl.' l"f:t:'c.h 15, Ibn, and,after rc,.;llng 

seSSIon. I ~~tI:t:':l~~ __ ::Iatlllg t~lat~"\l' L.~(~ h.a~ been de-

,\VEDS'ESDAY, FEDRt"ARY 25. and ~lr. Tyler" a~ not ret at home as hi'l "u\.'ce~sor, !'Ilr. 
MI'. DJCKni~ON said when he ~ave way \"C:-'lCl'-' \'.'d'jtt'1'~W~IO was dr (ne'() the admij.I .. lloillOll -f\lr. 'Yet-

day in discussing the 1\1~Leod affair he had. jncj~ I :,tCI' \':1(1((: to the govc~lIor of Nl:'W \ or'; \\ ith. his o":n 
denLllly alluded to a st~telHent whjch: he had under~ ~l~i(~lll\:I~et~'t(:~-(,~~:I(~:~;:~' I~O~~' t~~nle:~~~:~I;:~~~D~~l"l:~'l~.t~~:oJd~ 
stood, had been mctuc 10 the other house of Con- or S(~e tIll' magnitJl'ient cllmmpreial C'JJlpurilllfl l:;;tl LI ... Ilt·S, 
gres9 by the chairman of the Committee on For- T.IH; brilliant tJe5nil'!i(lll ~inn I,}: the ).!,'·ntlt~:' a~, from Vjf~ 

eign Atf.:ll.rs. The statement surprise,d h~m I as h.e ~t~~a~~ t:~;,r?~raf'CI:II,~";'\I ~~,t~~T~t~~~~a~~~h~;. t ~~;j~.l~.,~.h'~I~i~~~ 
had previously stated; for he thougM, If tru~, It ,\kLl'i)lt III list be rdi',l)'I'd, saill the SecretalY of !-'1:.te, or 
was a. great abuse \\0 IJll"h should 'be guarded (tgamst !'\I'W \ orh. must he laid in ashe". The gO\,l'f.:lOr ahked 
for the future and if not it should be denied. He ''''hen this WOl,lltl be donE"? Ttl'" rrply \\ a~,f'I' Ih,j till. Do 
wo Id produc~ and read t'he remarks to whkh he you not Sl'e ,coming on the waves of tIl," St J. tIlt: I';u:,hnn 

U . ..,.. guns?~and If McLeod be not relen.:oed. I\l'W " orl~ will be 
had alluded, a9 well III JusttficatlOn of hiS atatement d~stroyed, But. :iiiaitl the gov~l'nor, the l'owC'r of partlon is 
,as to allow the late secretary [Mr. WEBSTERJ a full vested in me, and Hen if he lie convicted, he may ue par-
opportunity for explanation, if he desired.~- ~~lt~;in~~~~t~'ns:t~~~h,~p~e~;e~~~r~l;e~~u;~:~!:)~~i~~ ~~a~ 

'I::xtract from the l'tpeech' of Mr. C. J. Ingersoll in the 
Houne of Representatives. Speaking of the McLeod affair, 
Mr. Ingersoll said: 

"He viewed tbat matter 'as a consiuerable item among the 
causes whkh led to the overthrow of the party which had 
lIupported Mr. Van Duren, of which he himself was one. 
Out of this controvt'rsy arose the arrest 01 Alex. McLeod. 
'What he intender!. to state now congistecl orfacts not yet 
generally known but 'which would 5(,on be made known, 
far they were in progress of publication, and he had,re. 
.('.eived them in DO confidence. frvm the best authority. 
When McLeod \\'a;;: arre.ited, GeD. Harrison had just died, 

not enrirdy driven from his COUl'S~ hy thia n:pl'esentation. 
The next f'tep taken by the admwistration was to appoint a 
district attorney who was to he charged with th(' dt>fence 
of Alexander McLeod-the. gentleman who was lately re
moved from otfiec-antl a. fee of five thouf:and d'lllarl:! was 
put into big hands for this purpose. Application was aftet:
wards made to tIl(' chief justice of the State of N'ew. ¥'otk
who was now sitting a~ a justice in :l ncighuoring ball 
[Justice Nelsou]-for the relcasf' of McLeod. The judge 
did not think proper to grant the application. The marshal 
was about to let him go, when be was told that he must do 
it at his peril, and that if McLeod went out of pri~on, he 
should go in," 
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manded by the British minister, upon the ground inadmissible and unauthorized. In a eorreepondentc 
that the expedition was planned by, and executed with the American minister in London, Lord Pol
under, the authority of the British government, pro- merston and his successor Lord Aberdeen, in 184J, 
ceed. as follow.: under pretence of arresting the slave trade, had ~ 

"All that is intended to be nid at present is, that since Berted the right of British .cruisers to .board ~men
thca'.tackontbeCarolineisavQwedas8nationalactwhich can vessels in time of peace, with a view to 
may justify reprisals, or even general war, if the s.overn- determine, by search, their. fl~tionality, M.d 

fu~~t:l t~et:t~~n~!~~t~~~t:~di:f ~~8eoj:~g~~;~ ~I~~~~dl~:~~! avowed its intention to exercise It. About thUI!J 
l(O to dflcide, yet that it raises a question entirely public and time, five European powers-England, France, Ru.· 
poHtical-a que5ltion between independent nations-and that sia Prussia and Austria-for the alleged purpose 
individuals concerned in it cannot be arrested and tried before of 'arrestin: the slave trade, (the a1aves of RUStl!o 
Wet~~d~ft~~~~~Utll~lt:l~of~e t!(>~~-il~!j~~t~fi~h~:I~~cll~~1 ~~~~ being w hit:, and therefore not obje~ts of 8)' m~athy,~ 
ernment ha!l asserted, the law which has been violated is signed the quintuple treaty, assert!ng th~ ~Ight ~i 
the law ofnatious, and Ute re,lres$ which j", to be sought is vjsitation or search. The AmerIcan mmlster In 
the redre8s authorized, in .~u('h cases, by the provisions of Paris [Mr. CASS,] believing that it was an ... t· 
~h.t (ole;, ,$ • tempt to establish this doctrine as the law o.i 

"You wHIbe furnilJbed with a copy of this in~truction for nations, in the name of his government pro·· 
the use of the E'xecutive of New York. ~nd the attorney gen- tested against it, e:xposed its true charllctel t 
eral of that State. You will carry with you a1l::0 au,hentic and maintained and vindicated the freedom of the 
('~;id,r.ct'" of the recognition by the British government of the seas in a manner worthy of himselfand the goven)~ 
d~struction of the Earolint:, as an act of public force, done ment he represented at that cour~. ~Ithougb 
!)~'H~~'fnDgalc~~~~l;~~~vith the governor, you will proct'ed France had signed, she refused to ratIfy .thls treaty,. 
~~dLO(~~~rs~' th~ W:r1;~~:~,sel~~U~~~1 tr~\~lthm~hebee:i~l:~~~ and snch refusa1 wa~ imputed to the mfluence 01 
of which you wiH be ill possession, material to his the American minister at Paris. ThUd stood the 
rle(ence. You ",-ill ste that he have IlkHful and emi· l1Iatter when LQrd Ashburton came charged with 
nent counsel, if such be not already rdain~c1j and ai- the adjustment of subsisting difficulties between 
~~~u~ill~~m~rejt a~~i)"~~ !~l1~fi~.J atso ~~~~~~lnl~~rs~~~ Great Britain and the United States. The Amer-
gentlem.n who may conrioct his deience, th.t it is the wi,h iean minister raised not only the question of the 
(If this gOyt!rnmPllt that in o:-ac;(> bis defence be (lverruled by Caroline, hut the question of the right of visit anti 
the court in which he shilll b4~ tried, proper steps be taken of impresement, nnd showed with great ability that 
immediately for remo.ing the cause. by writ of error, to the ocean was the common property of nations, and 
the Supreme Court or the United States." that a vessel under the American flag was as sacred 

Mr. D. understood the evidence the Attorney as American soil, and that no other power had the 
General was thus directed to teke with ilim, to be right to violate or invade it. 
evidence that McLeod acted by order of the British Lord Ashburton seems to have waived a discus
government, and the a.owal of the act by that gov- sion of the subject, by saying that he was not charged 
ernment. Here, it would be seen, was a declaration with it, though he virtually admits that Great 
that McLeod could not be arrested or tried, under the Britain dai.n1ed" ~he right,when an emergency should 
circumstances, by the ordinary tribunals. The Attor- arise, reqUirmg ItS exerCIse. 
ney General of the United States was directed to pro- :\1r. CRITTENDEN. Do I understand the senator 
ceed to the place of his trial, see that he had coun- ns saying that the British mini.ter in.isted upon 
sel, and in case the court should overrule the ob- the right of impressment? 
jection, and proceed to a trial \Jpon the merits, it Mr. DICKINSON. I think he claims Buch righ: 
was to be signified that the Jedtral gotiernment wish· exists, to be exercised in time of war, but not nece9· 
ed the question removed by writ of error to the fed- sary to be exercised in time of peace, amI waiv .. l 
eral court. Thi., Mr. D. thought, established an its consideration because he was not particularly 
interference with the local administratIOn of justice charged with it. The right of visit was, however, 
of a character somewhat decided and unequivocal; a practical que"tion, openly asserted by the Briti.h 
an interference m the affalrs of 0. sovereign State; government-one t.hat was deeply agitating thi9 
while seeking to try the supposed murder of one of counlry and all,Europe, and ifnot Waived .by our gov
he .. cltlzena-Il doctrine fraught with alarmmg ten-I ernment, It was not abaNdoned by the .. s, bllt was 
4lencles, but of too grave a chal'acter to receive dis- passed over to the future, with the declaration of the 
cussiol1 in this collateral manner. British government before the world, that British 

A law of Congress was subsequently enacteil, armed cruisers had the right to visit or search veo.J· 
providing that foreigners charged as was McLeod, sels bearing the American flag, with a view to as
should be discharued by federal officei'll upon habeas certain their identity. 
corpus; ami Lord. Brougham, In dl,c~lSsmg the On the discu""ion of the Ashburton treaty, Lord 
~shburton negollal1?DS, In the BrItIsh Par· Brougham Rssails our mini!!Her in Paris, who, he a!r 
lia~ent, . and boasung of the trIUmphs of serts, influenced France against ratifying the quintu
B~llIsh dIplomacy, er!oneously, though .no: Inaptly, pIe treaty, in a shower of bitter epithets and re
nal~ It was a law whlc~ alt.,·ed the COllstttltt.'tm of th. proaches; and a. we had heard much of the courtesy 
U",ted States. SatIsfactIOn fOI' th.e destructIOn of the of that government towards ours, he would read an 
Caroline, and the murder of clllzens .of the Untted extract or two from the speech of that distinguished 
States, had been demanded, but not gIven, and had. British statesman. Upon that discussion, he says,. 
been VIrtually Waived. ThIS matter, as a whole, 
Mr. D. thought, furnished further evidence of a'spirit b~~\b~~~t 1~~~d;;~~11~g~n~e~~Js~~';i~'!t~~~a~h;~J' e~:8tN~~; 
of. concession. !ind constant yieltJing of rights by In France, who may be RaId to Lave been, and gtill to h~~ 
thIS to the BrItIsh government. the impersonati(ln o( hostile feeJillg. the promoter of dis-

. ~he t~ird question was the right of search, or of cor~ between Americ~r~nd England. I name him. bec~ll~~ 
VISit, clalmed by Great Britain which was another I w~sh to attach undlV~de~ bl~me to the quarte~ wltbm 
name for t~e right of ·i~p~ess~ent~a claim which fi~~~~' ;~!!~PJ~:~ti~~ts!Sla':l~~:U;e~~!n~C~~':;:I~~n~: 
had at alltlmei3 been reststed by this government as vres, whose discreditable conduct, whose b:-each of duty to· 



13 

41
:ihOWn g.o~ernment-!IlorL! flagrant thaD his b~each of duty I en1ment do so with. She was not lawfully in pos-

~o umanltJ I and as a descendar.:t of free Enghsh parents- . • 
14"host! 'Zonduct in taese particulars it is wholly impossible seSSIOn under the treaty; and he cared not that her 
eltlH~r to pass over or to palliate." hunters, and traders, and block-houses were there; he 

And in the same conn ex ion continues: I would not only erect stockades on thi., but on that 
, SIde of the mountaws, If necesEary; and he would 

h\Vherever there can be dilOGo,oered an inf£'rior caste of as well extend our laws over Americans there 8:';; 
ata.tesmen-wbercsoevef in raking into the filth and the h' . Th hi b ! 
dross offaction, the dregs of political society, there isto be over. t .e .tenHory. ere was not .ng to egamed 
dug up a grovelling, groundling set of politicians-that by timidity! and a ne/!:Iect to aSBert rIghts, It should 
wbere""er the mere rat'ble ho~ds sway, as contradistinguish- be the poltcy of thIS government not to seek for 
~>:l from men of property, of mformation, and of principle- territory beyond the contiflcnt but to retain aU its 
~h;::~a~lbi~t~;~b~rn:~~~~o::a~rl~~,~~~g rates~hn, amorg 

territorIes that it now ha~. V{ e never can acknowl. 
you Bre absolutely certain to find the ~t:~~~est :D~e~O:t edge the European doctrine of the balance of power, 
ennnomed prejudices again.st t~e American°o.llia.nce with which has recently been so offensively exp,rcised 
E~~lalld, and the greatt'st d19p(lS~tion to se~ war usurp tl~~ within this Union 'Ve own llot a &in~le island of the 
pTace ~f p~ace between the two kmdred n:J.tlOUS."' ocean, and should not dcsil'e to own any, but should 

ThIs melegant invective "OS earned by the guard with peculiar vigilance all that is ours agailwl 
Ameflc~n ,!,1~lster In France for truly representing Ihe rapacity of a power which b. already greater 
,nd mamtammg hiS country's mterests and the hOIl- possessIOns m North America than ourselves, 
or of Its flag; a question which not only concerned When the annexation of Texas was under con
our wh~l.e merchant marine here, but the rights of sideration we StWl the governments of Great Brit
e,ery citizen of the United States, The Course of ain and France, which had warred against each 
Ihe American minister WM approved l,v the consti- other for centuries, and are still ali,e with heredita· 
luted authorilies of his cOllntry,and applauded by ry animosities, unite in attempting to regulate our 
the popular VOice, and yet the rIght of search was balance of power, and at thiS moment they are en
left where it ~as found by the Ashburton treaty; gaged in controlling the affairs of the AI'gentine 
and Mr. C~SS, m a becoming spirit, asked leave to COl~federacy-a principle akin ~o that which seel{8 
return to hiS country the day he was advised of its to circumscribe our boundries and OIU institutions 
ratific,ation. Mr, D. did not intend to pursue the and yields to mor.archy what it takes from frec~ 
questIOn further than was necessary to show that it dom-a pohcy wluch can never be tolerated, alld 
was another concession by this to the British gov- which cannot be too soon nor too firmly met alld 
emment, which was already apparent; and yet it resisted. 
w~s, .aid, we were uncompromising and indulged a ,This territory was neither to be undervalued nor 
"pmt of war. dlsregal'ded, because It was distant. When the 

Thus it would be seen how three of the four matters route to Oregon should be travereed by steam, as it 
in difference in 1842 had peen disposed of by nego- would at no distant day, it WQuid be nearer in point 
tiation-on which side had been the concessions; of time than many of the old States were a few 
and the, fourth, Oregon, was where it was then, and years since, and the facilitie" for interchanging com
the question now under consideration. The only munications with it greater. Time and space were 
action contemplated by Congress was the question practically annihilated, An element which super
of notice, which could be disposed of with much stition recently regarded only as Ihe messenger of 
brevity. What kind of notice should be given! heaven's vengeance, now transmits as well the 
Mr. D. preferred the notice provided for by the transactions of Lusiness as Ihe noles of affectIOn. 
treaty-a sirnple notice that the convention shall In a government constituted like ours, whare the cx
termmate. This would best comport \ ... ·ith the dignity ecutive power was the servant, and not tIle master) 
of both nations, But it had been said this kind of the remot"t points were the strongest, and every 
notice would break off negotiation, and lead to war, pillar added strength and beauty to the structure 
which he would in no wise regard; for war between Mr. D. said, that as an inducem£iJt to our govern
two such natioas ought not to Bow from an act pro .. m~nt to yielJ to Great Britain euch of the ncgu
vided for by treaty stipulation. Nor did it neces· tiations to which he had allude.l had iJeen accow
f-t'.nly break ofl'negotiation, but brought the parties puniedby a declaration of probable wnr,Llnd yeuherc 
together, and would uid negotiation, if they 8hould would have been no wnr had our ri:;ltts been fully 
choose again to enter upon it. It was urged. that asserted and firmly maintained, War would be "" 
we must compromise. But there was no Fluch I injurious to Great Briutin as to U~. If she could do 
question before the Senate or the country, and he us any harm, it was in a few acts of rapine in our 
would not consider any. The President, fceling commercial cities, and in these she would reach as 
bound by the acts of previous administrations, had'i many of her own interests as ours .. Creat Britain, 
in a spirit of concession, made an offer, which was it had been truly said, was a mighty and powerful 
rejected and withdrawn. nation; but this was no reason for yielding her that 

Mr. J, M. CLAYTON ClIIJed Mr. D.'s attention to which was not her own. l'Iut her power was great
his remark of yesterday,'lnd asked what kind of allY overrated. Great outlay was lIot always evidence 
tariff he meant. of posItive strength, nor was profuse expenditure m-

Mr. DICKINSON continued. Such an one as should I variable evidence of wealth. True, she had armies 
« mutuaUy advantageous, and should benefit alii in every quarter of the globe, and naval forces in 
branches.of industry equally, an.d it would be. in II every sea; but it was r~ources which ,gave strength 
time to diSCUSS It when the questIOn should arise. and not men or material m commiSSIOn, She had 
Mr. D.'s position was that Oregan must stand or I soldiers amid Arctic onow' and burning sanda, 
faU upon Its own merits, warril1~ as well with the elemellls as with man; but 

Mr. D, approved of the measures the Pre.ident i in her thirst for power and her efforts to su~jL1gate the 
had recommended, and would carry them all into I world, she had possessions there to maintain and 
effect. Great Britain h~d taken armed occupation her forces could not be withdrawn. She had in
(lfthe territory, and extended her jurisdiction o\'er I creased he.r armaments, but her deman,ds had in
it wit.hout right; and Mr. D. would have our gor-, creased With tha supply, She wu maghty, too. 



in 1776 and in 1812, and yet exerted her pow
er over a freedom-loving people in vain.
Should she tender the olive-branch, Mr. D. would 
accept it. Should she arm, he would arm 190, and 
place the country in a state of defence, and stand 
:firmly and fearlessly by it. She knows the 
strong sympathy which exists between the ~om
mercial interests of ' the two countries. She knows 
how sensitive that interest is. She knows, too, its 
influences, and hence it is that she opens negotiation, 
prepares for war, and then waits for panic and di
plomacy to conquer. In thirty years, though often 
threatened, she has not turned her guns against us. 
May it be a longer period yet before the peace of 
the nations shall be disturbed. But if, in the main
tenance of our rights, war shan follow, let it be re
garded as the destiny of freemen. 

But while we are contemplating the magnitude 
of this gigantic power, let us turn for a single mo
ment to our own fair land, and see whether we 
have power to defend our own possessions. Look 
out, sir, upon the regions of the great northern 
lakes, and thence upon the Rio del Norte. Cast your 
cye upon the wide-spread prairies of the west, thence 
to the banks of the St. John's, and see twenty mil
jions of free and happy people. No hireling sol
diery to wrench from the hand of industry the bread 
it has earned; no standing armies to eat out tho 
substance of the people; but millions of swords 
ready to leap from their scabbards-millions of 
",e" armed and equipped for the service, to de
fend their country, their tiresides, and their altar.· 
~nd millions of mother~, ~istersJ and daughters, a~ 
m the days of the revolutIOn, WIth their own f!lir 
hands, ready to feed, and clothe, and bind up the 
lacerated bosom of Ihe soldier. 

With a right to this territory clear and unques
tionable-with such high moti"es to defend it, and 
such elements of strength, should It now be aban
doned we should deserve tJ,le reproaches which fell 
from the mother of the Moorish chief, when he 
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mourned over llIe fall of Granada, which he bad 
ingloriously surrendered: "Well mayeet tholl weep 
like a woman over that which thou didst not defend 
like a man." 

But, sir, this is not a mere struggle for Oregon
for 500,000 Iniles of dietent territory; it ie a conlel\ 
between two great systems-between monarchy and 
freedom-between the darkness of the Old World 
and the sunlight of the New-between the .mnes 
and manufactories of Europe and the fertile fields of 
the distant West-another effort by tyrannic man to 
lord it over his fellows, claiming Divine commission. 
In this, most of the wars which have scourged 
mankind and desolated the world have originated
the faggott has blazed, the inquisition baen erected, 
and human blood streamed around ita polluted altar; 
and it was the influences of the Bame fell epirit 
which sought to extend its dominions to the western 
hemisphere. 

But Mr. D. would preserve this heritage of free
dom for tile adventurolls young, who were throHg
ing. thither to achieve a substance-for aged penury 
whIch might there find a shelter and filial protection
for the hardy fl·ontiersmen who had bra .... d the dan
gers of border .Iife that our institutions might spread 
Into these vlrgm realms, and fertIlJze and bless with 
all that could minister to the happiness of man. 
But especially he would preserve it for the enslav .. l 
of the earth who might there throw off their chains 
and sit under their own vine and fig tree, with 
none to molest or 10 make them afraid-for the 
down-trodden and oppreBaed sons of heland who 
might flee to. this refuge of liberty, and of England, 
too, when, hke the sea, she should give up her 
living dead. . 

Mr. D. would close in the language of the distin
guished senator from Michigan, [Mr. CAss,l that 
"It waa better to tight for the tirst foot than tlie last 
-for the door-sill than the hearthstone-the porch 
than the altar." 
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