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Mr. DWEN said:

Epmonp Berke, when a member of the rinsh
Parliawent, was nnce asked, why munsiers, when,
in any casz, they had o well ascertuned minpority,
did not p exy the question at ence, without the
trouble of discussing its merits.  “Fhat bas been
tried.” vas his reply; “but itwould vot do. The
minister whoshould persevere in it would sovu have
to go out.”

And yet, there v no direct responsilulity of the
British Premier to the people whom he goverrs.
Powerful he is; absolote, almost, while he re-
taing a controlling majority at his beck; but still,
he must defer to public opmion; er, 1f he negleet
such duference, loss of power and degradaton rm
place, 15 the speedy penaliy.

And thus, we of these Uniicd States, while we
are resnonsdhle for our ncts as a nation to No hu-
man powcer, must yet defei to the public opuuon of
mankind. [f we would remin our statioo and 1n-
fluence among the nations of the carth, not ouly
must our public acts be Justifiable, but, before w.-
consunirnate, we must take the trouble to justuly
them,

My raotive in mizing now is to furnish such small
contribution as I may tu the mass of evidence anid
argument o ably suppled from our Department of
State, in vouhicaton, to the world, of the course
purrued Ly sur government, on the great quesuon
of the day.

Accusations of a grave character are brought, n
respectable quarters, impugning the justice of the
measurer recommended by the President ard now
under consideration by the House, ia regard to the
territory of Oregon. | do not speak of chargex
coming from foreign and interested sources; but of
Janguage used by the press here at home, and
by members on this very floor. We of the major-
ity may feel exceedingly well satisfied, that our
course 1s just, and these charges unfounded; but it
18 not the less an imperauve duty to defend the
one and repel the other. '

[ relect, as a specimen of the ground assumed by
a portina of the press, a paragraph from a New
York paper of good standing. ~Speaking of our 4-

RNz

Ui to Orezon, the Jonrnal of Commerce, in an edi-
torial of December 23, says:

as Columbia river, is
And when we cote to

¢ The evidenee, évenus Srosouth
nat allon one side, by a great deal
Laviude 49, tha bnglist sl e better than our vwn ™

{f this be trae, then the President lost sight of
right and jugrice, when he adhiered o the offer of 49
as an ultinatany; and My, Uskeaham wes justified
weoexpecng flom our guvesnment weme further
proposal mare conzistent with furners andrquity .

And, when some London journalist trivmphbuntly
Guotes ageinat us guch a paragranh s that, drawn
froni the pages of ane among the leadig periodicala
of the Ticion, he will Yind, i furthee aid of an argu-
meneaimut e reckless snd grasping ambiuon of
these States. certain regolutions touching war and
Orego~, offered at youar talle, not by =ome young,
rash, hat-headed partizan, but by o wember from
Massarhusetts. [ Mr. Winturor,} both able and ex-
perienced, a gentleman whese twlint aud sanding
no ene diepwes.  The eecoad of these resolutions
declares:

“Thatf wonld e @ Bishenor to the nge v hith we live
und 11 the highest dJegree discre . ble (0 bovh the putions
conceried, i they should sufferthemselves fe e drovninto
0 wur upon & question 0f po tpediade 0 Jracocsd S aters st
to vither ol them.™

Ad eminent British staiesrann ener said, that * as
we ouglit never to go 0 war for a profirabic wrong,
40 neither ought we to go to war for @ anprofitable
ticht.”  There is much good sense n the maxnn
and the gentleman from Massachusetts doubtiesa
considerg 1t strie Iy apphieable in the present case.

The divect infercace from hig resolution g, im the
first place, that the right in dispute, irndeed it be a
vight at all, is a2 unprofitanie right; that it of no
practical mmporiance whethir we f’.ede to‘hnulund a
part, or even the whole, of the tersitory tying siuth of
49 and north of the Columbia. e estiems il our
imperative duty, rather than resort 1o war, to make
some compromiging division of thie dispated tract.

I will ask the genid won to take map in hand,
and unswer me a que stioror two.  Ttavails nathing
10 talk vaguely of swne compromise. Let him te
we what covpromise, besond thal already offered,
he suggests. f herecede hut half a degres south
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of 47, he ouches already the straits of Fuea, the | the firet mioment of negotintion she oo aded o,
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Toe oo Soand £ apanv, cbaerves il con-
Povt NI-N:'{H.’A] ot chie south-

) cens heowed, thoughonr e orn csieeniey ol die Sonnd; e very pomt ot which,
varions s e ol the vene a aecal vt of eastin wl e ‘,:.‘5:-111],', o lme of commen ion henes 16
trune. fof ves drmechi, OB ol e [t Eadyes d tormoete, and
O the othee bhand, alUnnvieators, from Vaneoua | the s omat poiat of eralareation of the Asiatic
veo o Wilkes, comenr 1o tox Py to e safety of tredes te Mow Orleana, 13 s hoet, of e Columbia
the entrnace 1o Pazet Sound, wd to the salue of ) sor bdlthe world dieeetly ones to the ves-
harbiors; as capable of receiviae, and shettennge bl e ven her wharve A this Paget

: b

el of overy

pevieet scoarny, the larcest lect of Ime of baole sapeny has the chaciered vieht, and the
3 s npEny =
ships the world rogaw brought tagether, £p- sind exteasive riealrural —ettlementss

tain Wilke s sa cate ol the most permement kind, settlements
Lt meyitobly and ramdly speend out,

frony dot czitee, sonth w o the vy bank < of the

SNOLhnE can e < the beansy of thes
falety: 1ot .o shoal exists within the st
wnea, Adordty fnlet, Poget Sonnid
can, anany way antercupt the neyv moof a7l ship . | N . . ;
Lsenturs “aorfioes in sayimg, there oo countiy o the] A0 then, whose will that coonny be? How

waorld, that poaey ers equal to these "—IT0 1T will the Titsh government dare, eveoifshe wenld,
505, rnedect, ae abandon, the British hstercsts that will

I vepeat my question: is it of no practical im- ' have sprans up, under the protecuon and privis
portance whether or not we, as the future wners 1eze of her own fows and charters?
of Oregon, cede to Gireat Britain the anly safe ha Daes the geatlemnan from Soath Carnlina think,
bors in that country, refaining nnt even aoc road- thatall thisi uing on just as itshonhl tht no notiee,
stead of valur, along the entire Parifis coasi? s the 0 terminstesuch o state of things, is requiraid? th twe
maritime control of Orecon a malter so trifling that have but to fald our hands, n VERCLONS i EivItY,
we are tamely 9 surrender it to England, nierely and lonk qruelly on, and all will be well> Then may
becauxe, withoul i enlor of title, she sees fit to ask We «lso declue, when the thander zvowls, that there
us for itz Accarding to what code of loric or mar- 13 nostorm m theair. Then may the pirol slum-
als does 1ithecome aur miperative duty rubmissively berin security at his past, even when the enemy’s
to gtve way, for this only reason, that she chooses cannon give waraing aote, that he iy advancig, in
pertinacionsly to insist? mass, to the anset.

See, in her very pertinacity, the proof, how well I pa=sto the second proposition of the gentleran
she estimates—how diflerently from the gentleman from Masanchuserty, thae if, ander any crreumstan-’
from Massachusetts, [Alr. Winthrop,] or the gen- 88, we suffir war 0 arise, we therehy bring dis-
tleman from Virginia, [Mr PexoLoron]—the value crediton our eountry, and dishonor on theage in'
of lh_is disputed tract and its magnificent haibors. which welive. '
She is experienced; she is far-seeing.  She looks to Discredit! dishenor! stronz terms! [ have al-
practical results. On the table of her cubinet lie ready shown, that we contend for no trifie, for no’
minute topographical surveys of the straits of Fuca, uoprofitable right The ouly remawmirg contingen-
of Adnuraly Inlet, of the harbors of Puget. From ¢y under which such charges can jualy apply, is,
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or Huos Canal, that ol
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for that which 1
: but a profitable wroa,

if we cortond

Sir, it U ece be a situation in life, pmblic ov private, jconsequently 10 ug as Spam's” assignee

a0 right at all; for+ commentaries thereon, Lassert, broadly and positive-

ly, that thizvery document recognises in Spain—and

an ABSO-

where w wise and just man will set jealons guud 0n | LUTE AND GNDOVIDED RIGHT 0P 1URRITARY, UP TO

his reascir, it 1=, when he bends

the partics. 'The hest of us are Lut wen. Our
longings .i:re our judgiments.  That which we de.
gire should he, how readily do we find, or frame,
plea to justfy! When owr wishes nrge, ov our in-
terests soltat, how prone arc we alt to rush upon
conclustony, (0 which our unbriied re.con would
fever have assented !

Ira sprit of serapulous self-w fehfulness
let us approsch this guestion.  in the great couse
now pending hetween us and England, before the
tribunal of iz ervilized world, let usadopt the »rin-
ciples of hér declaration rather than thase of our
own; let ur take the testimony of her witnesses,
rather than of thoss it iz our equal privileze to sum-
mon. Aadif, even out of these materiuls, of our
opponent’s uwn selection, we can atill ereet an im-
pregnable t:ile, not only to what we have claimed
but'to mu L that we have offured to reliagnish, then
even sel-amnsy may be satisfied, and the judg-
ment of o -aredid world mnst, purfores, be grven
our favor.

England, pending this negotintion, has virtually
abandeyied il clanns founded on dizeovary o orior
settlement, w vary sufficient pecof, thot she dac
conaider e fenable. Irothe official storrwent by |
her plenipotentianies, appended tn the preotocol of
the sixth conlirence held in Decomber 1826, they
declare:

B

powers to decide | e
a queston of disputed night, 1o winech beis one of  BoTi naTIoNs, 4 JoIv

“YWhatever bt may have leep, howezer, o i
part of Great Britain, or onths patt (i opunu :
convention ol 179, 1t was. frem thervce Law o b o bin ¢
to b truced vy wune nerratives of d” deeny dee g ] !

aporryphal, 1t W the fiat and e dotion. ol
aeelf—Tine b JL L Q0th Cong Lo p

This projomition, if it be admiited, varroy
the whole eantraversy to a very sinle inets to an
examinat.on, namely, of the “text und stinulationa
of the coniention in itestion, as the auly st sous
of title, ir. eather nolion, to tervitery on tue: North-|
west cons

Our b eotsetors have argurd. that this Coavention, | these hid Leen in the tame of o
Letng buof atemporary eharectar, soas aanalledd (00 500 qr anehor e Mootka Soune
Ly the woo heraern Spats ond Grest Brtiaa, de-t J‘/l::rlinv'f who I previously made o 5
cleied o 17960 Bt BIr. Pakenbam sbll stoatly tement l’lu‘rr ot thetr eree « had been
pusintaine eocontracy. Inolas leitar to Mr Bu‘!nxurlr-:x's, o L: Spamsh prison; and it the

chanan o July last, he says:

“Phe Noolor Socund Conventon e continned m il and
complete fures v Lo the prosent oment.”

e arvues, moanother part of the same letter, in
vegard to 1los Cromvention, that

“It e teeene
cights an a.i,
Praw, not to 1 ey
Do set i
them.”

Insofl

Yered as an scknow ledgme b of exasting
of certain ptincaple ~ o it
sl at die pleacare ol either
sation of fnencly rebaton,

3. uritn
Letween

S

<+ the Conesniion aclually vecornices fer-
sitorial vishts, then existing, there i3 force in the
ahove view,  And, at all events, after such a decla-
ration, Evwbuul is for ever barred from deminring
to any conclusion, to which, following the text and
stipnlations of that Convention, we may justly ar-
rive.

Now, taking the words of that Convention thus
expressly appealed to by Great Britiin, interpreting
these in their plain and obvioug sense, eorrohorated

nutional

sdownl?

aud elucidated by the most anuthentic co'emporancous

Hatteen nallion dellars, se

LATITULE 0F

FO

Y-NINE AND A HALF: and, IN
JGHT OF SETTLEMENT THENCE
T THE CE AGREED UPON WITH Rus-
fEAL

i repeat it by the Nootka Sound Convention,
England wholly abandons to Spain all tenitorial
rght south of latitnde forty-nine and a half; and
acknowledges in that country cquul nghts with her
north of that parailel.

As to the acruracy and justice of this view of the
cace, 1 submut i, without one doubt as ta the result,
alike to serapulous frends at home, and 16 just-mind-
ed encmics abenad. IF to the learued “zentleman
from Virguna, [Mr. Barry,] who did not allude to
i Iny in lus argument on tule, or to any one
ein overstralned, his attention 1 ask to
the proofs I arn about to adduce.  Let him suoffer
me, in the fisst place, to refer him to an ¢pisodein
British history, instructive in 1self, s a sprennen
of the temper and policy of that powerful zovern-
racat, and expecinlly mtereting i conoexion with
hor diplomaey ot the present day.

It was i 1790, Willaw P, the ablest of tory
statesian, the best fnend of negro freedom i Eng-
lad and of ferdal slavery m France,—William
it was pruce minlster. {n DMay of that year, a
royal messace declared to Danleanent, that certain
British wessels had been sazed on the northiwest
ceast of Amerea, by a Spomsh officer, and that a
demand for aousfaztion had bLeen fraitlessly made
vpoa Span. The message therefore recommended
e peeparabion for wae.

LDUUNDARY SIN

In confirmation of this alleved outrage on the
Critish g, wanemarnal was, afew days afterwards,

te Pwlioment, sizued by ose John
e, comnmiader of the vessels in question, in
wineh lie siated, that he had reached Nootka, on a
vding voyage, in 1788, that he had then purchased
frons Maquanaa, the native ebe f, “aspot of ground
whereon e baalta honse for his ocvisienal vy
vlence that he afterwurds peocceded to Ol and
AT seat tan v to the northwest coast; ithat

el

I
Spamn had been lfuiSLed on “the lands™ lcion
to the raemorialist.

A negotiation ensued.  Spain offered to submnit
the matter to arbitration, by any one of the Kings
of Europe, to be chosen by England; but the Drit-
ish Goveemnent, not then as much o favor of that
wede of settling a dispute as now, refused all arin-
tration and  hastened  her wmiiiny  preparotions;

Cequipping, by ineredible exovuons and ot a cost of

enty ships of the line in
five wionthe. Spain, in this energeney, apelied for
ard o thie Natio Assembly of France, wnd Mira -
beaun veported in her favor,  The language of ias
reportrmght almost be supposed to have supnhed e
text for use i our own day:

“Shall we do so mueh injustice (sl he) to the charaeter
ot two enlighilened wations, as lu suppose they woubl lavish
their Dlocd and trcasure for the acquistione of 50 distaat, o
batrena spotal ground

With many high compliments to England the
report concludes, that Spam must not he deserted,
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ata moment of danger; and, aceordingly, the As-
sembly voted an augmentation of the naval force.
But the reluctance of Franceto engage in a war
with Encland soon became so apparent, that Spa:n,
finding hersel pressed, with haughty usgeney, for
a categorical answer. and conmdering that Great
Britain had auzmented her navy to a hundred and
fifty-eight «arl of the line, while her own numbered
but seventy lime ships, finally, in Ocrober of the
game year, subnntted  to neg i
the Esenrial, the celebrated Convention or Noar-|
wa; the mame siire ciom d by England asthe
busiz of all her territorial nights on the northwest
€oant.

1c behnoaves us to cxanune, with strict care, the
provisions of that Convention.

Ite first and second arucles declare, that “the
bulldingys and tracts of land of which the subjects
of his Britannic Majesty were di=possessed” th
1749, shall be rest i d, and that just reparation
shall he miade for 21l acts of violence and forcible
suizare of property, on the porth west con 't

Its thied artcle secures to bath nations the nande
gation and fishery of the Pacifie and South Sc
“subject, nevertheless, to the provisions and ro-
stricuons <peeificd mothe theee following aruc
that s to say, the dthy D and Grh

The fourth article prolntais Brish subjecta fron;
navigatime or fishing within ten sea leazues of
any Soanisn settemeot.

And vhe it article, the maat mmportant of the
whale, lying (it the very busis of he preseat dis-
pule, rewis thus:

“Anroaodtas agreed. that, as well inthe places wiaeh
are to be restored 1o Lhe Brntich subgects, by virtue of il
first article as inall other parts of the necthwestern coasts
of Novth vaerica, or of the j<lands adjacent, situated to
the nord of the eoast already vecapicd by Spun, wherever
the subyeets of the two posers <holl nave made setile
ments ssove the month of Apnl, 1747 or shall herenitieg
make any, the cubyects of the oiher shall have free access,
vud shall curry va their tocde without any disturhance
meolestounn ™ (Uhe 6th artiche refers to Soath Vresica)

ur

Observe, Tpra s you, the wording of this article,
The species of Junt occupation thereby established
is to b, wollat Neoca, if land be there restored
0 Brush sa: as 1 other parts of the north-
west coast, *sdua'ed to the aorth of the parts ALREADY
occapiLy by Spain™ Ocuped’? 13 the word, not
even lewally oossess and “already occopied)
that s, at the date of the conveoation, to wit on the
Q5rh Oerober, 1790 Thar Nootka, at thet date,
was “alread v vecapied by Spain® no one pretends
to deny.  Itis afiet stahhished, mdeed, hy Meares®
meorial itselt, that it had heen setled byvlhr* Span-
Jrds ethiteen wmoathe befare, Andat roaamed o
Soantshosctbonent, s we shall see, for wore than
four yeara aficrwards

Bur the Loade of Nontkacis w little north of furty-
sone g Belfe L tollows, 1hat by thatvery Con-
which the Botish coonmissioners appeal,
in which they professiodiscaver the sole authentic
gource of all territorial vizhrs on the Northwess
Const, Eagland has not a shwdore of a claim suuth of
Jorty-sine and a half, and bl « joint 1ight of setilement
north of that latird.

Tg this « new view of the subjeci® a new intes-
prevasun of that Convention and the reeiprocal
rights it confirmst  [L may be new to many
memberz of this Honse. It may be new, even,
among the arguments called forth by the ne-
gotlabioms on  this subject; for our negotiators,
not admitiing that the Nootka Convention i
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venuon o

sity, and signed, ai g

still in force, may not have deemed it necessary
acrupulously to test the bearing of its provisions.
It iz not new to England, no matter with what skil-
ful ingenuity she has hitherto kept it out of sight.
To 1he Briush Cabinet it is nearly ns old as the
Convention itself. It i3 established by that com-
mentary on the Convention, of all others the most
authonde; namely, the debates in Patliament oceur-
i bnta few weeks after its signature, @od grow-
inx out of the usual moton for an address of thanks
o the King, on the oceasion,

1 the Lords, the Duke of Montrose moved the
vote of thanks. IHow does this apologirt of the
crown eonstrue the rights aceruing under the Con-
ventian?  Hear him:

* Weare not only resteved to Nootha, but e wmey partic-
paic @ move novthern scitlement, W we should find atany
vime, tht amore porthern situation would he preferable

tor the cury mg onof the trade "—Parliane. niury Hhstory,
rat

2,0 0

{a the Commons, the mover of the address did
not even allude to the acquisition, by the Conven-
tion, of any territorial righta whatever; hut a cer-
twn loval Mr Smiuth, who fullowed him, boasted,
in the exaltation of his heart,

CThat the awhole coast of Pranse 1870
He upono plac bey
VPt L

Prince William's Sound lies in sizty nocth latitude,
more than scven hundrad iniles north of Nuotka,
I Mre. Smith were stll alive, he would have to set-
te that clatm waih the Ruassians, not wuh us.

Dot the ehief debate 10 the Lower Fouse, and
that which s decisive of the entire grestion, wag
hetween the two mster spirhis of the day, Fox and
Pt Toat Linvite your special attentini.

Mr. Fox, whose patiiolism no man ever doubted,
fisst makes a concession of the greatest importance
to Spam, He said:

“ile was as moch a Niend to the elaims ol Spain, sane-
twned Ly the teeaty of Utreche, as Count Flotula Blanca, ot
a0v At hominisler, becans they were o suded i justice.
hese were wa erolasive reght of tedritory, navigaton and
camnietee, on the seas anl coasts ot Spanish \menrca The
ubared and extravagant claims arvse from extending the
torm Hpenash Aenica, (o seas el coads where Spai had no
recht of o_cupaney To what did we obyeet before, but o
the i efinnte hmits of 1i-h vinerica? 1 he objection

stil remaned, for the limits of Spanusic America were sl
wieloined oy 901

Sovud was free
tivere by a Span-

1

Tocen
tol 2 gl

Following up the same argurent, he adds:

“\Where sur admitted right of scttiement on the Northe
west ceast cummenced was completely undetined.  If i
w wl bt Nootka, we did noil kuow that Nootha would be ve-
storcd” —Ihdd.

And again:

rhus we had given np wll vizht to celtle. except for tem-
POIATY purposes, fo the souil of the Spancsh settlements or
. he nfccals between therm al they lappened to he distant.
We had obtiuned an admission ol onr right to settle to the
north. and even that we had pob obitsine 1 with clearness.
As ¥ rtlements were ouly mark ol himits, sup-
posU we were to mect with father to the north than
expeeted, and a dispute were to arise, whether it was

or old, st would te some dificulty to send out our
gy .

Tht s
ontldera to decide, &e.”

Such were Mr. Fox’s interpretations of the con-
ventn.  Will it be avgued, that they are but the
apinions of an opposition meraber, Ximwever dis-
tinruished for probity and ability? But we have
the reply of Mr. Put, officially recorded, to prove,
what was admitted, and what denied, by the British
cabet.

1 wiil ask my fellow-members to read that speech
of Mr. Pitt, as they will find it in the “Parliamenta-
ry History of England,” from the first word to the




last. They will find there not one syllable contra.
dicting the assertions made, and inferences drawn,
by his great rival, in the foregoing extracts. Mr.
Fox had said, that Spain’s claim of exclusive terri-
tory in Spanish America was sanctioned by treaty
stipulations and was founded in justice. No
denial of this by Mr. Pitt. * Mr. Fox had as-
gerted, that either Nootka, 1f indeed Nootka was
restored, or a yet more northern Spanish settlement,
if such should hereafier be found, wasthe mark of
limit on the north, of Spanish America. Mr Put's
silence admits the accuracy of this interpretation,
Mr. Fox had declared, that to the south of these
Great Britain had renounced all right of sovereignty
or permanent settlement. That, too, by passing it
over unanswered, NMr. Put concedes. Nay, the
British minister goes further yet. In reply to the
inference deduced by Mr. Fox from the above, that
“every new reguialion was a concession, not an ac-
quisiuon,” Alr. Pitt admuts:

“That though what this country (fFreat Britoin) had

gined co ted not of new rights, it certamly did of new
advaata, — p. 1502,

And then he proceeds to expatizte—on territorial
right acquired? on the privilege of settiement south
to San Francisco? Mol a word of ity bot on the
whale fishery and its advantages; and therewith e
winds up his speech.

Now is it creditle—is it conceivable even—that a
minisier, than whom ane more abl- in debate o
more accomplisbed 1n diplomacy never guided the
desunics of Britain, sihould have histencd to all these
aggerticns, thus publicly put forth in the Nutional
Legislature, by a member hardly second 1o himseli
in talent and ia standing; knowing, ton, that, the
next mornng, the thousand tongnes of the press
were to declare thege aloud, to England, to Spain, o
tlie civilized world; isit, I ask, within the bounds
of possibility, that such o munister should have sui-
fered all this, without protest or contradietion, if any
protest could reach, if any contradiction eould «is
prove i’ 1t is not credible, not conceivable, not pos
etble. Nn man, who stands on his reputation for
common sense, will argue or believe it.

The conclus:on is irresistible, that, let Eneland’s
pretensions on the Northwest coaat, be, at the jires-
ent day, what they will, they extended, in 1780, no
farther than to a joint right” of setdement, north of
latitude fosty ning and u half. shared with her
equally by Spain. Such was, then, the *“ acknnwl.
edgment of exsting rights,” which, Mr. Pakenh \m
declarex, “‘caninot be revoked at the pleasure of either
party.”

I might here rest, withoutanother word, the whale
case. Butitis useful as well us curious, to parsne
the matter a Livle further, and traie the growth of
these pretensions of Logland, from therr modest
ghape in 1790, to their overgrown form at the pres.
ent day.

The first opportunity on which England, in ac-
cordance with a policy which has gradually secured
to her.lhe domnion of a large porton of the world,
#aw it to push onward her territarial claims in
Northwestern America, was the appointment ol
comamissioners 1o carry out the firat arucle of the
Nootka convention.

The _colebrated navigator Vancouver, was ap-
pointed on Lehalf of England, and a Sefinr Quadra,
on the part of Spain. They met at Nootka, in Au-
guat 1792 and the account of their negntiation is
given Lo us by Vancouver, in the narrative of his

5

voyage. Their respective views ag to the matters
in dispute were soon found 1o differ very widely.

Quadra maintained, that Meares never had actu-
ally purchased any land at Nootka; that he had nev-
er even had possession of any, except a mingle spot,
“forming nearly an equilateral triangle, not extend-
ing a hundred yards on any ene side, honuded in
front by the sea; and on the other two sides by high
craggy rocks; on which ieolated spot Mr. Meares
had erected lits temporary residence.  Tle adduced,
in proof of s assertiona, the testimony of twe
American eapliing, Gray and Ingraham, who had
been present at Nootka in J758 and during the
whole proceedings in 1789, These gentlemen de-
poge, that thouglh they remained there nue months:
and could converse perfeetly with the natives, they
never heard of ary purchase of land by Meares.

In regard to bulldimge, and in proof that even the
abave spot of ground was abandened by Dleares,
when h s last vesse!, the Iphegena, commanded by
» Coptain Douvrlass, left the Sound, in the autuims:
of 1733, they udd:
ther:
posts,
Cptapn.

Siyal-
hoara,

“On the arrival of the Colimbra an the year 175,
was a honre, or aather o hut, conasting of songh
ynade by the Jaedans, botdos «
lass pulled to pieces, prior Lo e alinyg fo) the
wi fandds, the spme year  Fhe boards be tonk on
the Iphezenia, and the tool he cove o G aptan Qetdnek,
winech seut ap apd nsed o direwoud g board the €o-
fnma, <o that, on the wirival of Don Mzahines, there wio
no vestize of any house remanung” —Proots emd litia
fuas Lo G eenhow's Urogun, g 4l

Under theae eivenmstances Sedor Quadra very
naturally concluded, that Menres had beon dispns-
gegsed of neither Juads nor buddings; and, conae-
quently, that there was “nathing to deliver ap.
He oliserved, at the same time, (8o Viucouver -
forms us:)

“ . hat Nuotka ouskt to be she last or most nociha
Spawish settle venty that there the dooding porat Sl 'd be
vd; awlthat, from theace to the northw.ard <houll Le oty
for entrance, use, aml commercs (o hoth praties, comformg -

- with the Btth article of the eonvention, thai establed-
hould not be formed without pegnassio
speetive conrts, and thai the aogloh should ot
sonth of Puca—b an. onver’s Poye ol 212

oner ]’m'

Ina word, the Spamsh connniss
the provisiony of the Convention tie
terpretution which had been pat aponbae, pablic-
ly and uncontradicted, by Fox and «deers oo the
Driteh Parbiament, tao yrurs before

Subsrquently, Sefior Quadia offered !
couver - possession of the spot Mreo &
oeenpied, and even tn pluse at hiz o
honses, sardens and offices then o o by 1l
Spaniards, whilat lumself retird; Bt asfho
prejudice to the legitimate npzht of Npam

I'o this Vaneouver declaved, that be was
thorized to awree.
“huildines and tracts of lund™ employed it
article of the Convention conld not prssihly Le eor-
stroed to mean niercly a triongola spoi bardly oo
taming ons acre of ground, and

“Ihat at least the whele portof Nootl o oovibools fug
Vagerts s subjects had been forbiy dispe oo olo e ol

Y - sely snd enrgoes bod heci e op-

cove Vou

»

e

neioau-

He conteaded, thut ihie woords
18t

$oyage, Folo 2 p
He also put forward the British eladi, then fin
the fiest time asscrted, to equal setthement witk
Spain, South to Latitude thivty-cight; declarie thut he
“Conceived port St. Krancisce to be the northernmost
settlement oceuped by the sabjecls of His €utholic Majes-
ty, in Apnl 1780.°—Foyage, Fol. 2, p. 320,
This, by the way, was aot, in ony Sense, the
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Ty re-
tobier
b,oas

question; the words * alecady ocoupicd™
ferring Lo the dite of the eanvenuon, to wit O

17905 and not, by gy pessible conatrue

Wancouver would have them refer, to the dite of
the alleved capture.
As anoff<ctto the evideace of Captains Geny and

ay the

Ingrahan, and, 2o firas at appears, le wir-
rant hey nml the waords of the convennon, for is de
mand of the whale setilement of Nootka, YVaaecou-
ver brines forward the deposinen of a eertain Rob-
ert Dutling supercargo under Meaes, and who was
with liim at Nootka Vuncouver gives, i
his vovage, bhat the substumes of this nan™s evidence;
of which the waterial part, according to his version,
s as follows:

< Mr. Meares attended by himself (Daflin: and VM. Dohert
Funter, on the 1Tth or 14th of Aay. 175~ went on shos.-
and bought of the twe chiels, Maguithe and 1 allevay, th
sehole of the land thot torme the Freendly Core, Nootka Sonnd,

T

1n his Majesty s name, lor einh! or shecda of coprpee, ol
some trifling achicless that the nati et perfectly sat-
isfied, amd, with the choel dod homave to Mr Megresay thon
sovercca acconding to the eustoln of the country &¢ "—

Eoyaze, bal. 2, p 310—371

This statement of Dufflin’s 13 an utter falsehond:
whether suborned for the occasion or nat, we may
not now determine,  Great Britam’s own pripegpal
witnexs shall disprove 1t; the repated cresan, the
very man, whois eaid to have made this papnitant
purrhme, and who rllli)llm)('(] the next year, the
narraiive of his 1ayage and his clanms and tus
wrongs; even Me. DMeares himself. Here Lo
very respectable quarto form. And whatis he
tinwony # - What saye his daily journal of the
ceedings at Nootka* Under date the 16ih May "mH

m,

]

(Duffin has it the 17th or 18th) Meares savs, tnat
fie had a visit from the two Nootka chietr. He

adds:
“A precent conasting of copper, iron and oiher o1 fly-
ing arucl s, was wa e 10 the chiefs \]aqmtln dlhl il
W hn ourecenneat, thok ol tucirseds o :
Lhemyan the mast graceral maoner, ut our b
«d, it nroaticed garb of natere, oa e de
p 13114
A preseaf ohserve: and cenerowsly returned
But ¢ there no mention nade, on that day
the 17th ov 15th, of the purclm. e of Nooak
sand of the flattering hovange dene to 375 35
Nat sylal; !c either onthe |3
20th, norany other day. ‘I'Ls :
datton for e lomau(.e of the spercury
lanen it have at all, 13 to be found in N
nal, wuader dute of the 25th of that mon
says:
abvpnlla el not only most readdy con
us tspot of grownd o bis ternitory, whe
b tanb for the secommodation ol the ople we
o leave there, Lt had promised us also his IS
T ATHLIE T W oy, il s pruu clivt ol Lhe ;;
were destiued o rematy &t Nootka dnriis on
retien for this kindoess, the cluol was prosented wotl
af pastol-, o hieh he had e
e ace oar anval.—f

I

sLpuarr
ed with an ey e of soheitwle

yase, po 1l

Woas ever, in a grave dispute between two «
tions, pretension so idle supperted ln, I AN I
s shaneless! The whole proceedine jsa tvpe but
(oo stectly faithiisl, of Enrrl\mnl s prefensions on the
\orthv est canst.  Thus it stands:
s, a Diitish trader in search of furs, s
into NoatkaSound.  There, according to hus own
story tohd lus own way, the native r‘hu-f Seansents
o gt not o sl a “Q}\ot of eronnd.” wherean
Aoy badd; and i oretuen for Jths kindiessV—
Ao pre e lere, of payanent, even for that spot of

V.

voihe eantratneeaient of thia mants

e Darlivaent fwo years afierwards
Sicapot of ground, whiereon he bu
Lrohis occasional vesnderee; bat gt
o Maquulla, Even $efoie the memo
chieles, however, thiz vandest ool gren

welled into “the lands beionging to your,
viabist,”

Tlie taen in buckram meresza a0 namber o
dram proceeds. DBy the month of Outober 1.
arl it the words of the Convention, it had becoy
Shaldiogs and tracts of land,” of \vhnh Menr
b l)ecrfdx:mss ssed; and when two years 1aor
bl passed over the transaction, noting short of
the whale set lement of Naotka, with the reeosni-
tron of Meares v sovercign of the territory, woeld
sansly the voraciously mereasing  appetite of the

Spain, as may well he sappoe od, was not pre-
mared to Feep puce with these yewly-inereazing de-
mandg.  Quadra and the British navigator parted
m personal kindness, hut afrer o froitless negona-
ton; Nooika remaming incthe possession of Spain,
Vaneoaver exprosaly says:

CTrequested inconversation the next day (Sentemler 16,
1790 by e aturmed athe Qe was positinely re clveld
to adiiee + resttiution of lus enuaay ., to the ek
ple wred m s latletter? wal on o ocev g Ctoes lim
A teply da aeatiirmative, I acquunted lam, thed } <hould
consplier Nootha as o Span sh por 3o and regne el b pers
rrassa teo Ty on tha necesoey employ o uls on share,
whichhe very politely guo.e Y Yol 2 » 357, 364

¢

i
- e, 2o

Two years after thi< -cgnation, naaely in Sepe
tewni er 1704, Vanconver veturiod to Nontka, found
the Spavisi ag sull Ay o ail Quadra hav-
g shied ineanwhile, found P A appuinted
commmantwt of Nootka.  Froni this gentleman he
lennt that he (Alavi) had heen apnornted “for the
particwiar purpose of finushieg the pending negotia-
un” But ne nsiructions fiam Encland” had
reached Yancouver; =ud he leflt Nootka without ef-
fechn: eoytinng.

Twe m.»nlll\ later, at Momterey, V AT Yer Sy
that Aluva vecesved nstruetion bk Die eonfi-
port o the Bryash novisator; wnd these in-

S

00 Vausowver tibs us, weould enahle an

acdinstineat “uesly o te enas offl ved

s Conelron Mepre 1700 Sweosall, o

pishaelohs to Vumouwr; who o yoreturn-

ed to Log'and, leaving whie whnle niter opeo as be-
lwe

L then, itis coafessed, that for sore than
four years after the sipnature of o convention
wrwis from Spain by nerace aald lavish warhke
preparation, she remnnned 1 peaecctol and andis-
turhied possession of the entive gettlerient of Noot-
ka. Noris there any evidence, nnless we consider
el @ vague veport alliuced to by an undistn-
bed navigater, that one foot of Jund in that

< ever wus surrendered by Spain v England.
A Coptain Brougheon, v s ‘\/m'-. s o the Pl

culs
Sourn

fic,” in 1705-6, 1ells u\,tn‘.t, in Muareh 17006, he
wade the harbor of Noc g and he wdds:

e voticor natu the cove fo, ir CoLWho e
tnrne | jwoin, and repoited there were no vess:s bt
et thotthe spotun whis i the Spnsh - etthenn At Jorme r]y
sload sy mow oecapied by e Indran dla —Faage,

0.

He then goes on 1o say-

' 'w‘ui]la the ehivcfol Nootka, pailug a visit here.
Loond Clupanot 1, gnother chief brouzht nic reveral
(:x~ rL\t«d Mareh 1995, which indirwed me, that ¢ a

wrouad—the trader makes to the chiefa spasl! rrezent.

LLvauver suled‘lmm Moztercy the I t December 1






questing the words Colicady oo upied”
ferring to the date of the convention, to it H mhrf
1790; and not, by any pessible constinelian, as
Vancouver wonld have them refer, to the dure of
the alteged capture.

As auoffset to the evidencr of Captains Ginr and
Ingraham, and, se faras it appears, as the sole war-
rant beyond Lh° words of the convention, for s de
mand of the whale settlement of Nootta. Vancou-
ver brings freward the depnsinon of a cerfain Rol-
ert Duflin, supercargo under Meies, and whe was
with iim at Nootka 1 37280 Vaoncouver gives, in
hig vovigre, hut the substmer of this mun’s evidence;
of which the matenal part, according to his version
is as falloy

“Mr. Meares attended by himself (Duflin® and Mr Rolert
Funter.on the {7th or 1¥th ot May, 175:, went on shore
and bought of the two chiels, Maguidlie and £ dhenn, 1/
wrhole of the lund that forms the Freendly Core, Noaths Sunnd,
in his Magesty s nane. {or enht 02 ten heets of .u,//-nl, anid

ot

)

some trifling arhicless that the natives were JreTi sat-
isfied, and, woth the ehu b, dod homage to Mr. MW Hian
sorert nling to the custom of the countr) T—

Toyaze Fol. 2, p 350371,
This stateraent of Duflin’s iz an utter falsehood;
whether suborned for the occasion or not, we wuv

not now determine.  Great Dritawn’s own prinaipal

witness shall disprove ity the veputed zovererzn, the
L
the
his

very man, who s said to have made this in
purchase, and who published, the next year,
narrative of his vayage and s claims wnd
wrongs; even Mr. Me.ves humself  Fiero
very respectable quarto form. And what is
dmony - What says hug daily joarnal of the
ceedings at Nootli Under date the 16th May !
(Duffin has 1t the 17th or 18th) Meares «ay
he had a visit from the two Nootka clie
adds

“A present conestinez of copper, aron and ather ooy,
ing a 'u'm los was a e o the chefs Maquillr apd €0l

who.on recenving it took ofl feir sed-olt ¢ € nts,
hem, i the most graceinl manner, at ot Leet Tee v
ed, in the wnticed gab of nature, o the duek “=17 w0 e,

p N3l

A present observe; and  generously returned. tro.
But v there no mention inade, on that duy, ar
the 1;'11 or ]\L] , of the pureliaze

of Noato e

n® Not a sylable, either o
20:h, norany other day. I'b
dation for this romance of the supree
dartony it have at all, 13 to be foand in Meare
nal, uader date of the 25th of that month, wi
zays:

sMagaillchod not oaly most readily consented
ts pspot ol groandan hus termstory, wheroon a hon
b buil® for the uccommudation of the people we gy
UJ leave there, bat had promised ns also his asws
Sorwardiag onr works, end s prow et of the
wereadestined to rematn at Nootka during our al
retura for this hindaess, the chief was prisented vt
of sl
Ly S

he

a e
tueh he had reearded with an ey of solicitude
our arrval."—7Toyage, p. 114

Wos ever, in a grave dispute between two groat
vations, pretension 8o idle snpperted by falselind
20 shameless!  The whale proceeding ixa tvpe bt
ten strocly faithiud, of England’s pretensions on the
Northwest coast.  Thus it stands:

Meares, a British trader in search of furg, puts
into \m,r aSound.  There, ac arding to his own
story ol s own way, the natve ch:ef teansenls
to crant,” not to sell, a “spot of ground.” whereon
he may budd; and “m return for this Eindness —
no pre o nee bere, of payment, even for that zp
weovad—uietrader makes o the chiefa szl

e od Clupanut b,

Lo cammsneeraent of s man’s racmonad aid
Lofore Parlianent two years altarwards, it stil)
oly stwospot of gronad, whereon he built a honse

I

for his eccasional vesideace;™ bat 1u 1z pachased
foom Maquilla,  Even Dhefare the memoral con-
chivles, however, this modest spot of ground has

wmlul nto “mn tands L'(xun"ll\" Lo your memo-
rialist.”

The wen in buckram increase in namber as the
drams proceeds. Dy the month of Octoler 1790,
anil in the wards of the Convention,it had becrnme
Chudldings  and tracts of fand,” of which Meues
had been disposscssed; and when two years wore
had passed over the transaction, nothing short of
the whale set lement of Nootka, with the recocni-
tion of Meares as sovereign of the territory, weuld
salsly the voraciously 1ncicasing  appetite of the
Brivsn claim.

Spar, as may well be sopposad, was not pre-
garved to keep pace with these yearly-tnereasing de-
mands, Quadra and the Entsh navigator parted
i persanal kindness, but afier o fruitless negotin.
tion; Nootka remauning in the possession of Spuin.
Viuntouver expressly says:

*Prequested in conversation the next day (Seotemlier 16,

1Ty o b sntormed il he 2 badrad war pasinely re clved
Lo ulhe aihe resuintlon of {lus con to the prej-
plecesutamed m os et detter 2 ga ) onr vin (roes him
Areplyae the affitmative, T acquainted lum, that | ¢hould

couspb r Sootha as o s oy 1 oand pequosted he
utivsioat to e ey on e necessary emnploym oty onsh
wiliehhe very politely gave "= 5 luyege, bal 2op !

Two years after ths ;
tens er 1704, Vanuonver refurp
the Spanish flag sull flyeg e
ing died incanwhile, tound 5.5 0 Al wa appointed
commandant of Nootka,  From thns gentleman he
leamnt lhat hie i Alava) had beau apnointed “for the
pm(.t utar purpose of fiishing the pending negatia-
uon. Wt no ansiractions from Lna,hmd liad
reached YVancouver; ind he Jeft Nootka without ef-
fectiny pnytlung.

Tweiemths later, at Montersy, Vanonuaver says
thi Alaswreceved mstraetuons, af wheh Lie conf-

ion, wamely in Sep-
ito NNooika, found
el Quadra have

dedte it to the Bevash navezatar, and these ine
st teas, s Vanronver wlls us, wonld enable an
i ie adjustinent Chedy RURTRLIEE offered

s Seprente r TG Sut =ally no
st to Vaacouver; who oocondingly retien-

ed o England, leavimg die wimle maiter open as be-
tore

so far, then, itis coafessed, that for more thau
four years afler the smignature of . conventian

wrni from Spaia by mencee aod Livish warlike
preparation, she remamed 1 pesceful and undis-
turb=d possession of the entire s went of Noot-
kn Nur s there any evidence, unless we eonsider
as surh o vaghe report alluced to by an undistin-
guished navigater, that oine feot of Joud in that
Sound ever was surrendered by Spain to England.
A Captun Brougleon, wihis < Voyuge to the Puci-
fie,” i 1795-6, tells us, that, in Murch 1746, he
made the harbor of Nocika; and he adds:

[N

and repoited there were wo vesslsin oty

sspoton whith the 3paush -ettleneat furnierly

stowd oy now  occuped by an Indran cdlope - yaie,
I then gaes on 1o say:

¢ Cledquibla, the ehief of Nootln, puilus a viat kere: :ad

enother chiel. hroncht me soveral et
t‘- 1< dated March 1705 whieh in{yrsaed e, that ¢ npt m

Vauconver sailed 'rom Moiterey the - t December 1









jait ¢ giving the official documents connected with
‘ the digprte, he adds:
sTincihwugh Eneland, at the expense of thres wallions,
l‘ wiote ! too the Spuniardd a0 pronuse of recdorafion and
vegn o atas well nseertwined, fitst, that the scitlement
lm S o e ver way restored iy Spain, nor the spanish
i
i
1

for Enzland: and that the Epaniardshad delvered o ve 1
port of otka, o, to Lientenant Prercn ol the Marorc:
agrceably Lo the mo e of restituton seltled betw eenthe o
courts A letter boom the Spamse offteer, Beigoher o a,
informed me of tiear strieg w Maeeh 170, Grgm hews 0
“8everal letters,” Chptain Drovghton says, i
whom we are not cven inforaed; and Sedowe V!
mentions nothinz of the siwrender, but ouly
the Spaniards had leti tie pluce.
A cecent Enghsiv hstorieal wark ol re
oy

with G pans of the irzen aod wanst of i
on 1ts hiet ot seboonbeoy varts ths glore G

i Noslha ever struck, wed gecondly, that uo <ettle-
vaer heen sithsequetilly atlempted by b
v Hovararco et T fppee dia, pp.dU-4d.

o ddisbiigh Revicw of July kst rakes nearly
sool the Dnts. Tonwonds waer

s et Wool

vedount o the possisien of tha

e cond there s istdera Lo dondt whoeaier sny

o e mesalb e it 1 T B e feevee e e oo Sheares, or w1l these wete
o Ju Wit /‘I"A‘ A ,1,}' b1 "‘(‘ :.‘,.‘- o ! v o AT e e sy sk o 1705, i paalies,
e orgEmre e Det : Voan bt T bl seed Nootk o a il aod
— ' [N . ! L
S e e | et p 2, 20
Tokmgatout a s It - wasy .- o, hnally, ecorolirauag evedmce of  the

AT o vy e aad st e hientie Faad, i proot) that
or ey a2 che st e vas ey 1 surrensdenid b Ciecal Batam by

m;LHy talien o,

thiug for vessant Pacce

[ Vi
afier the Spma bz Lol va verd Sy aleaeng Srenoooa ) thad g accanded her ¢ [ETASERATIeY

Whonree thie ol wteaant Ceree ol e Mo e Mot s wlonited] s to be fonnd moa
srranz, all ofasadde o, does s N A0 fonanaserion peeerved

eutfed 0 af-
. apoSlew
yfrne Viees

ver=ays a0t ward, oo and
one at Moo Al oo vt

st ured S e shoahl e G nin- T o0 e ap by 4

cof e B EITat O

mate zetloannt o Glscce th sCher il iy e o baddesssac d to B e the Morques

and hod paabod g d oy of b o e tar oy daeer] Jae 3,170
e oontenaat o7 B oo S N msteneuons, S0n, L oushe 19 be horne

, o, e o i all deese A Acer o ontid ) busines
Wy e WL I s D by U suiy, Toe e waike o et the
sl o cenrhionser s lesony sy proagiaph Ti

Fi(;ns the werezador e aibeoed o [J““: bova e Vioncos 0 Ul abang 3 b e o Lo, oy
Noeeral 2 the ciagde wocend 1 of aay Shinbding « o ot o pents, ethon ool ot s T
and trects of Jand ™ th e th Ui N st Ry e P e e s e e s
N o cntent etk e cap Eaglon some ey

Wit in Pl

reopeetedt e ontaonly

PR P cady oecanied by Sy
oA }~| Jraaly omeapiod by = T G

nor oo el of the Conveorae s 2 0 0 Ly aenen Sl
A i ; . erengn el
¢ il r - i I . .
nocth af poik ol seripation o ly, w b " n haedly hove any thing meoe: con biave,

qat L e fres Uy zottleont to botd y e , X
013t 1y be fes Lo asttlzacnt i Bt L RN Ched by e poacoa oo ol e ph
Yet cven this 1o nosthe envire cove. L
Tians

\ i wieh, afier mivieg 1 s lds onnoong that g

dhe

e d e 1 Dy ot s e S } 0 .

: syt B v vk whioee woris e Soavishle fo contract the Spamsh Thaes s fae
?‘Y\“h““ & BT yeas Al ”‘:“' ,’I'”‘”"\""'"“""—"”p et wivatta ol e, Gt Loy wids:

Freeh ooy, tho cthier Dritish—amee 1000y .- Leady ! ‘r s+ bow mueh the past dis

v cady Drue i bod c v past dis.

e wWal 0ay reatlaiton o lviey 0

Peene’ v ambasador e, 0y

L th Catiteadment
nd e ompen-anon

BEINTH TR
b e

ing dhoat b

ps 5 N
the courta #d S0 Petorsn 2l Doloe cnd Yy e 10 them for ol sl aos e which
. . - P 3 Linnd i drmeudies Nrovad
werting, i A Coabtieal nictiore of Kare o ' o . va
1:’,,' “’,'j bl pstisre vl Ko, " wrn, e eonlormaty with the e pemerpe < has lwen
LAY ¥at Wl eadoneis of Noothat to greh sepvee T

~orens ol the death ol e tou e s
sd ireadie Lo Jose Map aet fe - Pata, ol ue
couni ol the merleats whicle rught supervese and thes
Fiton dven by the Comt o obidive the voieliel of the

houad e e Bency pretepee ol veelome s o
coutraln Debaps © Ko byt v by on tie weat e

of vorth Aneooy, e ne b oto deelare v o
B ( ,

SO s

Spaa Prance  mier o short e i ey pa b o : Lo
el i 3 Ter ofTer S e, dew ool o e, HnnnImRnnen.
St Croinh Ambthe et ot Los o n Medolphu s, ahove quoted, (rol. 1V, prae S0 tells
Wi ny el unespreted e e e saation” hove wiluded to woe fived at
Po~enaed i AnCato proyuetsy condouted dteriy e G0 '
e dnteo tuf 1 il i essels that el fes i e it , .
el wath the comit of Nadd, oty te g, 0 0 T e exuact shows, that Afaia o appoint=~
coa s Raigie of Foedo 2 vl 2 p Ui and 17 = evinosly oo eareey into etfe st the abundionnend of

w-teneted by so domr, e Jously to
[HIRA TRCHEAL [ WA

0 cand wa
Wb the conduse of the BEnghh
B ken ta emmexion with Alava’s leties to Brongh-
tou, alersdy retorned to, ot leaves hite donht as to
e gty e Neatka was voluntuity abanbuned by
Bpaon, never sinend red to England,

The mative may be dncorrectly thimred, byt
the fact, we con hard appose 1t anknow fo aee
of the most n el diplomanists of the day.

The testtmony of the Briti<h historin Betnhe,
writing i 1805, bat tea yenrs after the date oi the
offuir, I8 stil move diginet. In sonuaine op i ' Lenaer ' 10 -
history of the Naotka dizpute, he says: Schare the fustd of the casz. - And they Welne

Ve e T, L hin ety conclusive of oar tle, even f Giray had

S0 jpsignificant was the ohiect o contest, that we on A ERPP - ] T s and
either an or oat of Parlament, has.so far s appe s, (1Y discavered the Colunbia, and Al Lewis an
thorght it wortl wlinde to inquine, whether restorancn Ly Cluk bad pever (:x[!|~'n1'rl it
really been made tadie mode presiaghed by the Ce v ar Tu y are fusta, ton, 1 pray you to shaerve, almost
oot s corlauy weverhelese, Srom the mor aute. o il exalusivaly derivid from British antharites. Jtis

seyuent dnformaiion, it Ve Spanisle g Ayiag oL e bost N o
and settloment ol Jootka was never sl sl il e | e man whe 1s the sculptor, not the Jum. And
wlhole terntory has been votially rehisguioad b, orea | yet ddopting their own varsion  of the story, as-

Britwin,?—Belsham’s Mot of Raglind, rol "5 p 37 4 Faming now in force the docoment pot

v

AL
And agam, inthe appendix to the same «cleve [fort) by England as the sole authontic bil




8

of territorial rights on the Northwest coast,
and interpreting its provisiona by the light
of the debates ensuing theteon n her own
Parliament, [ do not see how any candid man can
resist the conclusion, that England has no more
ight to a foot of s0il south of forty-nine and a half
than has the Emperor of Moroceo; and that the on-
iy portion of territory in regard to which she may
talk of A compromising division at all, is the tract
from Nootka to the Russian Boundary; about five
degrees of latitude; of which tract the centre line is
about FIFTY-TwW0; leaving us, if we suppose that
compromise made, the whole of Vancouver's is-
tand and the coast heyond as far north asthe
gouthern point of Washington or Queen Charlotte’s
ssland.

And now, let those who accuse our Government
of grasping ambition and reckless contempt of right,
stand forth and answer me ! Has our Government
elaimed more than its own? | as it offered no sac-
vifices for the sake of peace? By the text of
British claimed documents, by the showing of Brit-
1sh authorities, latiwude fifty-two 18 the fair line of
eompromise. And have we nnt proffered forty-
nine? la a spirt, even of Quaker forbearance,
have we not, to avert the calamities of war, express-
ed our wiilingness to rebinquish to British pecuna-
eity three degrees—three most important degrees,
200, emhracing the valuable and commanding har-
bors of Vancouver’s island—upwards of two hun-
dred miles of coast, whieh, on every principle of
fairness and equity, 18 our own?

I admit, to an able reasoner from South Carolina
IMr. Ruert] the consolidating influence of war, and
1 admit the lurking danger, in alirepublics, of congoli-
dation. I admt, that war 13 the enemy of human
progress; the friend of ignorance, the ally of despo-
tism. [ believe, that the wars of Napoleon arrested,
as only the glare of military glory could have ar-
vested, the onward march of liberty in revolution-
ized France War is a terrible allernative.  Buat
yetitsometimes happens, thatonly through grievous
evil can men attain great good.  Our republic was
eradled in war. If war, under any circumstances,
be a discredit and a dishonor, whatof « certain Dec-

EARATION, wiitten by Thomas Jefferson, and edopted,
zeventy yearsago, by a band of sturdy patriots as-
sembled 1n the old Philadelphia State-houve?

There must be an end, sumewhere, to concession
and compromise. Let those who deal in imputa-
sons of discredit and dishonor, tell us plainly,
‘where the end shall be. For myself, T declare, that
1 consider tie whale course of our administration
throughout this affair, from firat to lust, to reflect
credit on America, honor on the age in which we
tive. 1 challenge, outof all hiatory, an example of

a territorial dispute, in which a nation with rights
so clear, with power so great as ours, ever made
concessions so liberal, demands so moderate.

So much for the rights in this case. So much in
justification of our course, and in proof of its moder-
ation. One word now, In conclusion, in reply to
that plea for delay, urged by the gentleman from
Alabama, [Mr. Yarcey,] and others: “We are not
ready to assert ovr rights; in peace we have not pre-
pared for war.” 'If the meaning is, that we have ne
standthg army and powerful navy to match England’s,
then devoutly do Ih pe, that we never shall be, in
peace, prepared for war. Whenever we are, we shalt
beprepared also for despotism. 'We are ag much pre-
pared now, as any free nation in peace ever ought
to be; yes, and as we need be. Cadmus’s fabled
dragon teeth have been sowed, in very deed,
throughout our land, and ar: realy to spring up, in
armed shape, in every forest, on every prairie. It is
not in our country asin England, where the pearant
carries no weapon, nor learns the use of any. The
chase and the hardships of the frontier have trained,
to our hands, an army of hundred thousands, not
uniformed or entolled indeed, but with cvery essen~
tiul of the soldier, and armed with that ternble
weapon, America’s own rifle, before which the
buyonetted muske. ol tie reguial—winiius INEW
Orleans!—is but as the plaything of a child.

England may beast, and boast justly, that if we,
bent on a war of aggression, were to cross the At-
lantic and attack her in her own sea-girt isle, the at-
terapt would result in disaster and defeat.  And she
knows, full as well, that such will Le her own fate,
whenever she carries war into ocur hemisphere.
Either nation is impregnable at home. Neither can
succeed agamnst the other, in an unjust war of con-
quest, abroad. I speak here, not of the result of a
few months’ or of a single year's warfare, but of
ultimate consequences.

We have sought peace. We have sacrificed for
peace. Not that war, in such a cause, is a thing to
be feared; but only beccuse, with its horrors and its
barbarizing influences, it 15 « thing ever eainestly to
be avorded.  If, notwithstanding, war be thrust up-
on ug, with prompt energy let us meet it. If, 1
spite of our averung eftorts, the b ow must be giv-
en, let it be in the spirit ¢f the old adage, ‘‘he gives
twice, who gives quickly.”

No temporizing pnliey befits the present crisis,
nor can avall, to uvert its dangers, if with any it be
rife.  Firmness, neither boastful ateelf, nor yet
moved by the boasts of others, becomes us as an in~
dependent nation.  And, in such firmness, 18 to be
found the best promise, at last, of permanent, be-
cause honorable, peace.
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