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PROCEEDINGS 

'OF A SPECIAL COMMITTEE 
JlPPOINTED, ON WED,VESDAr, TIlE 15tlt JANUARY 1823, 

ON THE 

Bill for the better Regulation of the Fisheries in 
the inferior District of Gaspe; 

WITH AN INSTRUCTION 

'To consider wlletllet' it be not expedient to extend the disposi. 
tions oJille said Bill to the Counties cifCornwallis 

alld Northumberland. 

-
'CO~lM[TTEE ROOM, 

TUEsDAr, 21st January 1823. 

&EsENT-Messrs. Taschereau, Q,tirouet, Davidson, Bout'dager\', 
E. C. Lagueux, ll'I'Catlum and Tache. 

Mr. TASCHEREAU called to. the Chair. 

Mr. Jeseph Barth, Mariner, apppared befere yo.ur Co.mmittee, 
'and made answer, as fo.lIo.ws, to. the questiGns put to. him :-

Q. Do. YGU knGw the River RistigGuche-what kind Gf Fishery 
is carried Gn there? 

A. I de knGw it·-the SalmGn fishery is rarried cn there. 
Q. Has the Salmen fishery in that river decreased or encreased ef 

late years? 
A. It has decreased mGre than Gne half. 
Q. What de YGU kno.w to. be the canses of that decrease? 
A. The cbstructiGn cf the Channels, sGmetimed with nets, at 

'Other times with lines having branches attached to. them, which being 
agitated by the current drive the fish intGthe nets, so. that the upper 
part cf the river is deprived -of them, and the fish cannGt go. thither to. 
spawn and repreduce, which is Gne cf the chief causes ef the decay 
()f the fish. 

Q. De YGU knGW Gf ether causes? 
A. Yes, the Indians geing to. fish in the upper parts o.f the river 

too. early, destrey the fish befere they have spawned. 
Q. At what time eught the Indians to. be allowed to. fish for 

Salmon, so as net to. prevent their spawhing? 
A. They ought net to. CGmmence earlier than the fifteenth of 

September, after that time I am not aware of any inceilVellienoo 
from carrying on the fishery. 

A2 



4 

Q. Is there any and what inconvenience in permitting the Indians 
to spear their fish? 

A. Yes, 1st. Because they wound more than they take. 2ndly. 
Because the fish are thereby driven away. 3rdly. Because they 
spear the fish at night, by torch-light, which prevents their entering 
the river, as it is by night they endeavour to enter. 

Q. What method do you know of which would be fittfst for al­
lowing the Indians to fish for Salmon, without destroying tlu'lm 1 

A. To restrictthem to fishing with nets alone, as other fishermen 
do, without barring the channels. 

Q. What regulations can you suggest respecling the nets? 
A. To do as the fishermen of Miramichi do, who raise the nets 

upon their posts, every Saturday, to give time for the fish to go up 
on Sunday. I would, however; have the channels free at all times. 

Q. Do you mean then (0 say that the best means of carrying on 
the Salmon fishery, without destroying it, are to employ nets, with. 
out barring the channels, to take up the nets every Saturday; not 
to use lines to which branches are attached in the channels; not 
to fish earlier than the fifteenth of September, in the upper parts of 
the river; and not to permit any person to spear fish, or to fish by 
torch-lights? . 

A. Yes. 
Q. Ought not the purchasing of Salman, from the Indians, before 

a given time, to be prohibited? 
A. Yes, until the fifteenth of September, that the Indians may 

bave no interest in carrying on that fishery. 
Q. Are you aware of any other mode of obviating the inconveni. 

ences you have mentioned? 
A. Yes, the passing of a Law to regulate the Salmon fishery, and 

the appointing of a person not interested either in the fishery or the 
Salmon trade, to superintend the execution of that Law. 

Q. Might such regulations, if adopted, obviate those inconveni. 
ences without corresponding regulations on the part of New.Bruns· 
wick? 

A. Similanegulations, on the part of New~Brunswick, would be 
wanted. ' 

Q. Are not similar regulations wanted for the other rivers of 
Bay-Chaleur and Gaspe, where the Salmon fishery is carried on? 

A. I think so. 
Q. Do you know of any other regulations which ought to be 

made for the Salmon fishery, by sea, at the entrance of the rivers? 
A. I think it would be proper in the Bays, alona the coast, that 

the nets should begin only where the water is two feet deep at low· 
water, in spring.tides, and should be carried out towards the sea to 
the length of .one hundred and fifty fathoms, and not farther; be· 
ca".se by so dOing the fish might be led away from entering the rive/) 
whIch would deprive the neighbours of their chance' with respe(t 
to the rivers, the length of the nets ought to be reg~lated by t~~ 
channels. 
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Q. Do you know the manner in which the Eel fishing is carried 
on, and how is it carried on at present? 

A. By Torch light, sometimes with Bow-nets (Nasses) and 
sometimes they are killed with sticks, where the tide is low, at:d 
seasons of the year. 

Q. Is there any inconvenience in these or in any of these modes 
of carrying on the Eel Fishery? 

A. There is no inconvenience in taking Eels by Torch light, nor 
with Bow-nets, nor in winter on the ice; but there is in killill{ 
them at low tide with sticks, because it drivt's them away-Till} 
month of June, when they come among the herhage to spawn, i, 
the only season when they ought lIot to be killed with stick, ; 
but eveu then there is no inconvenience in taking them in any o(h'~r 
way; nor ought they il). autumn, about the month of October, to 
be taken in any way, because tliey then 10Jge in the mud for the 
purposes of re-productio'J. 

Q. Has not th~ Eel Fishery decreased through a want of the rc .. 
gulations you have mentioned? 

A. Yes; it has decreased very much. 
Q. Are you acquainted with the methods of carrying on the Cod 

Fishery, and wha.t are they? 
A. It is carried on in vessels which go on the banks, and in 

Sloops and Barges within and along Bays. 
Q. 'Vhen the fishery is carried on in ressels, is not the fish split 

at sea, and is not the offal thrown into the sea? 
A. Yes; that is almost always done. 
Q. Does any and what inconvenience arise from throwing them 

into the sea? 
A. Yes; 1st-Because the bones which are swallowed by the fish 

kill them and drive others away. 
2dly---While they have the offal to cat, they do not take the bait 

pf the fishermen. 
Q. Would it be possible for the Masters of those vessels to gP 

ashore in order to split their fish there', instead of at sea, without 
too much inconvenience? 

A. Yes; they may either land for the purpose of splitting 
their fi5h on shore instead of at sea, or th"y may keep the olfal on 
board in casks in order to be afterwards thrown 011 shore. 

Q. Do not the proprietors of Sloops and Barges also split 
their fish at sea anrI sometimes throw the offal iuto the S2a ? 

A. Yes; they do so sometimes, aud the same regulation ought to 
be made with respect to them. 

Q. Has not the Cod fishing also diminished, and from what 
cause? 

A. Yes; and tbe cause above stated is the only one. 
Q. Is there not exported a large quantity of dried and green 

Cod-fish, and sometimes of a bad quality? 
A. Yes; and great injury to the Trade in Cod-fish is therel>.y 

done. . 
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Q. How happens it that the exported Cod-fisn is f1'e,tlently or a 
bad quality? 

A. Sometimes from the weather, sometimes from the negligence 
.of those who apply too much or too little salt. 

Q. What remedy do you suggest for .pre.venting the exportatioQ 
·of Cod-fish of bad quality? 

A. There should be Inspec-tors, perfectl! free from interest in the 
Trade in Cod.fish, and who might do as is done in Newfoufldiancl 
aDd as Mr. Robin dees., distinguishing three qualities of Cod-fish 
and assorting them as follows: that is t1) say, the first which isthe 
bestis called Merchantable, this is sent to Spain and the BraziIs-the 
second called }IJadeira, which is usually sent to Madeira-the third 
called IYest India, is sent to the West Indies; what is brought tfJ 
Quebec is usually the same quality of that which is sent ttl the West 
Indies. 

Q. Have not some abuses -on the rart .of Inspectors been discover. 
ed heretofore? 

A. I cannot speak of this from my own knowledge, but I have 
heard it said there were abuses-the Inspectors having sometimes 
stamped the barrels before they were full, and having afterwards sent 
them to the dealers who have filled them with whatever they pleas. 
ed.-If the abuses complained of can be £emedied, these Inspect. 
ors will do good, because that will give confidence to purcbasers; 
and will, in time, improve the credit, procure to sellers a higher 
price and establish a more regular Trade. 

Q. Would it not be expedient to grant a bounty on the export. 
ation of fish as an encourap;ement ? 

A. That would do a gre'at deal of good. I think two shillings per 
'hundred weight would not be too much on Merchantable Cod.fish 
and less on the other qualities. 

Q. Where ought the Inspectors to be? 
A. One at Tracadia or Carleton, one at Bonaventure, anoth~r at 

Paspebiac and one at Gaspe and at Perce. 
Q. Do you not think it would be necessary for the encourage_ 

ment of the Fisheries and Trade, that there should be Inspectors 
~f fish at Quebec and Montreal? 

A. I do not think so. It might nevertheless be useful at Quebec, 
because a large quantity of Cod. fish is packed there for the West. 
Indies. I am further of opinion that no fish ought to be brought 
from Gaspe Bay without having been inspected. 

Q. Are you acquainted with the Hening Fishery, and has It de. 
creased? 

A. Ye~; it has decreased and great abuses exist-The Utllt is, 
that Herrings are too much used as manure-The odour which it 
exhales drives away !he Herrings, and I am certain spoils the 
~r?und. Th? second IS, that they ought not to be taken with the 
SeIDe-In thiS way a greater quantity is sometimes taken at once 
than can be cured, and they are thrown on the ground as manure. 



7 

the third .abuse is, that many persons collect the spawn of Hle 
.Herring conveyed to the shore by the sea, which ought 1I0t to be 
done, because the sea conveying it back 'l.fter fecundation, that 
Jilractice diminishes the quantity of the fish. 

Q. What means aa-e there of remedying these abuses and promot­
ing that Fishery ?-

A. The mode would he, to abstain from daing what is above-men~ 
tjoned, and to take the fish only with common Nets (Filets)-In; 
this way no more would be taken than could be salted for Trade. 
I see no inconvenience in using the Herring as a bait for Cod-fish. 

Q. What do y@u know of t.he Capdin Fishery-What abuses 
therein are you aware of, and what means are there of promoting. 
that Fishery? 

A. TheCapelin is-used as bait in the Cod Fishery. This Fishery 
has also decreased from the same cau.:.e which ha& affected the Her­
rJng Fishery. The manner in which this Fishery is now carried on 
by taking too much at one time destroys it, and drives away the Cod­
fish and the Capel in by means of the tainted air along the beaches. 
N.o more ought to be taken than is wanted for daily use as bait. I 
have offen seen that Fishermen could not repair to the banks for 
want of bait. It has been remarked that when no Capelin has been 
taken for tW9 years, the result has been an encreased quantity of 
(;od-fi5h and of bai-t. 

1¥£DNES.JJ.n, 22d January 1823. 

Mr. TASCHEREAe.U in the Chair. 

E~ I.. Man, Esq,uire, of Ristigouche,. appeared before your Com .. 
mittee, and answered to the following questions :-

Q. Are there any lacal Laws or regulations for the Cod,. Salmon, 
and other fisheries in the inferior District of Gaspe r 

A. None in force at the present moment; there are, however, old 
British Statutes. 

Q. Does the interest of the District materially s-uffer for want oC 
lucal Laws and regulations relative to the fisheries? 

.A:. Most undoubtedly. 
Q. What part of the District suffers most fol' want of such Laws 

or regulations ? 
A. There rlre three river& in the District of Gaspe, namely, the­

Ristigouche,. tbe Grand Cascapedia and the Bbnr<t'enture rivi"fs,. 
which suffer materially for want of regulatiolls; arul'in the Chaleur 
Bay there are alfoo Salmon fisheries carried on; which rruffer in like 
px{)portion. 

Q. At:e there any existing Laws provided by the Province of 
New-Bruns-wick, regulatingtheSalmon,fisheries in the rivers empty­
ing into the Bay of Chaleurs? 

'A-. Yes I understand tbere· ex·ists- an Act of the Imperial Par­
liament' a's- well as local Laws- made by the- Provincial Legislature, 
arul'rePlationit made- by tire Quarter'Sesmou'd' in virtue of the Law., 



Q. Db these Laws nflply to the river Ristigouche, which divides 
the infelior DiRtrict d Gaspe from the adjacent parts of New. 
Brunswick; are th':se LaIrs and regulations, for the New-Bruns. 
\dck side of that rifer, rendered nugatory from the want of corres_ 
pondin~ Laws and regulations on the Canada side? 

A. OW!lIg to there exIsting 110 corresponding Laws in this Pro" 
vince, the LlIv and regulations of the Provin~e of New-Bruns. 
wick have been ileglected and abused, as far as relates to Risti. 
gouche and Chaleur Bay, particularly with respect to the river and 
Bay JYepesiquit. 

Q. 'Vhat, in your opinion, would be the most expedient mellns 
of remedying these inconveniences? 

A. It would be very desirable and necessary if the Laws could 
be adopted to put e.Ich Si{l" of the river Ristigouche on the same 
footing; the want of corre,ponding l,aws on each side has been tbe 
cause of great jealousies and disputes, and even mnrders, and has 
tP'!lded materially to the destruction of the fish, and consequently 
discouragEd the fisheries. 

Q. What, in your opinion, are the most advisable means of pre· 
serving the Salmon fisheries from the abuses to which they are liable 
for wallt of suitable rult:s and regulations? 

A, I think it would be highly expedient to enact a strict JJaw, 
particularly calculated to give, to the almost ruined fishery, a 
chance of improving, It would likewise be very necessary to re­
strain the distribution of spirituous liquors to the Indians, which 
tends greatly to encollrnge them to fish Salmon at improper sea· 
sons, thereby totally destroying the breeding fish, in the remotest 
parts of the river, where they resort to, to deposit their spawn. I 
produce this paper, as a specimen of the care taken in England tl) 
avoid abuses which tend to destroy the Salmon fisherie!J, and pre. 
serving the breeding of the fish :-

" SHANNON SALMON." 

"The Chamber of Commerce, Jhe natural guardians and ac­
" tive agents of every useful, every truly essential branch of 
"agriculture and mercantile industry, has, we are happy to find, 
" turned its attention to the preservation of the Salmon of our 
" magnificent river. This is precisely what we expected from 
" the gentlemen who compose this invaluable association. 

" For the last twenty years Salmon has not formed an article 
" of trade here; before that period it had been regularly made 
" lip in tierces, and exported hence in considerable quantities, by 
" the merchants, or the then proprietors of the weir who were 
" deeply interested in the preservation of this valuable' fish. The 
" wanton destruction of the breeding fish has at present mate­
" rially injured the interests of Commerce as t~ this branch of it: 
:: ?ne hu.ndred and nin~ty~s!x Salm~n wer: destroyed not long since 
• III a mght, by one ludiVldual, III a part o~ the river not far froUl 
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" this; and as they ,,,ere in seaSOn for depositing their spawn~ it 
" is calculated that they would have produced upwards of twenty 
" thousand fish! So far there was, in one solitary instance, a defi­
" ciency to a great amount, for it is an ascertained fact, that from 
" ~hatever branch of a l'iver, or minor stream that may supply that 
"fiver, the young Salmon issue, when proceeding towards the sea, 
" to that precise stream or river they are sure to return. 

"'We doubt not but that the meeting, on the tweuty-elghth 
" instant, will be attended by happy consequences. This is a sub .. 
" ject of the very first importance to Limerick, as by due attention 
" to it, a greater plenty of Salmon will be experienced than hitherto, 
" for domestic I1ses, and the quantity exported prove highly advan­
" tageous to all parties concerned. The 31st Geo. II. prohibits the 
"taking of Salmon, or any other fish, except by rod, from the 
" 12th of August to the 1st of li'ebruary. We hope that at the 
" meettng alluded to, such arrangements will be made as the exigency 
" of the case requires, and the bright prospect of future profit to 
" Limerick imperiously demands." 

From the experience I have had these thirty years past in the 
Salmon fishr.ries in Chaleur Bay, I am confident that the prin­
ciple laid down in the above paper is founded upon the best po­
licy and sound judgment to preserve the breed of Salmon; the 
Laws adopted in Scotland, particularly, seem peculiarly calcuG 

hted to preserve that most essential principle. 
Q. What are the best seasons to permit the nshiog of Salmon, 

so as not to prevent it from spawning and peopling? 
A. FrOIn about the fifteenth of May to the tenth of August fol­

lowing; after which period no Salmon ought to be killed, under any 
pretence whatever. 

Q. Is not Salmon pr~vented from entering the rivers by some 
kind of way of taking it ? 

A. They are prevented from ascending the rivers by extensive 
sets of nets whi::h, for want of proper regulations, cross and bar the 
channels in many instances. 

Q. What was the quantity of pickled Salmon exported from the 
river Ristigouche formerly; and what is the quantity now; and the 
reason of their difference? 

A. About the year 1790, there were -near 6000 barrels export­
ed, chiefly from RistigotIche, and that when the net fisheries were 
not pursued with half the avidity and experience that they are now 
-and now, for these several years past, there has been exported on 
an average, in my opinion, not amounting to 1000 barrels a year; 
the reason gf this difference is eviderttly the great abuses practised, 
viz. 1st-In barring the channel with nets, thereby preventing the 
fish from ascending the river to their spawning recesses. 2ndly_ 
The gTeat abuse, on the part of the Indians, in destroying them in 
'heir most remote recesses, at all sea.sons, by spearing them. 3roly. 

B 
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By barring the river with what is called Nishigans, (Weirs,) whicb 
is a kind of Fence in the river from one !ide to the other. 

Q. Is there any inconvenience in letting the Indians spear the 
salmon, and what? 

A. Yes; it is the general opinion of men experienced in the 
Fisheries of Ristigouche, that notwithstanding the abuses in the Net 
fishery, were the Indians restricted in spearing and using Nishi. 
gllns, after the 10th of August, it would most essentially improve 
and revive the fisheries, from the reasons I have before stated. 

Q. What regulations could you suggest for the Net fisheries? 
A. Bv curtailing the length of the different stands (tentllres) 

of Nets; from the New Mission Point, upwards, to the first Island .. 
on both sides of the River Ristigouche, to one hundred and fifty 
fathoms of Bar-net, (Barrieres) of each lot of one hundred and 
eighty rods, and leaving a certain space in the deepest wate~ in 
the nrious channels, clear of any obstruction, and lifting the Nets 
from SOlturday night till Monday morning, within the aforesaid space 
of fisheries; this might also apply to the Cascapedia and B01laven. 
ture Rivers. 

Q. Do you know any regulations proper to be done for the Salmon 
fisheries at the mouths of the Rivers, that is to say at sea? 

A. These fisheries, called the sea fisheries in contradistinction 
to the others, which are called river fisheries, might be allowed to 
fish from one hundred and fifty to one hundred and eighty fathoms 
of Bar-net to each lot, as they are not subject to use so many Swing. 
nets (Queues) as are required in the river fisheries • 

. Q. Can you suggest any other proper measure for the Salmon 
fishery? 

A. In Miramichi, notwithstanding they have a great Dumber 
of overseers, whose duty it is to watch and see the fishery Laws 
duly enforced, and these men are generally chosen from among 
the best ch:uacters and best acquainted with the Trade of fish. 
ing Salmon, yet many abuses of the fishery laws have occurred, 
from which] am of opinion, that it would be essentially neces­
sary, that overseers of the Salmon fishery in the Bay of Chaleurs 
should be appointed, to enforce such Laws as may be made for 
those fisheries, and these men should be chosen of strict integri. 
ty, and who are wdl acquainted with the business of the fuhery, 
and who have an interest in pre~ervinO" the breed of Salmon in 
the different Rivers emptying in the Chaleur Bay. It is the opi. 
nion of many people of the Chaleur Bay, and of many other res­
pectable people who have visited that quarter that from the 
great extent of Ristigouche and its branches ~here are .0 be 
found a great number oi spawning recesses 'perhaps more than 
any River known in Europe~ if the breed of Salmon were properly 
presened and protected in that River alone all the Bay of Chaleur 
as well as the Gulph of St. Lawrellli:e wo;ld be essentially bene­
fited thereby. 
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Q. How is the Eel fishery carried on, and are there !loy and 
what inconveniences in any of the methods? 

A. There is a great qua~titr of Eels taken in the Ba,y of Chaleurs 
by the Indians, but I do not know of any inconvenience arising 
therefrom. There are some French families in the neighbourhood of 
Maria and Carleton who are in the habit of fishing with 1+'"irs, and 
hal'e taken some tolerable quantities. Trials have been made lately 
to fish them in that way about the entrance of the Ristigouche, 
but have met with very little success. I should think that it is not 
necessary to make any Law for that fishery, as it j; in its infancy, 
and rather difficult to form an opinion on this subject. I am of 
opinion that Mr. Barth is not correct with regard to the spawning 
season of the Eels, nor in the alleged a,buses with respect to the 
fishery, and it would be cruel to restrain the Indians, after being 
in a state of starvatio!1 throughout the winter, from tak ing Eels in 
any way they please, which is the first rpJief they can get on the 
breaking up of the ice. The mode of killing the Eels with sticks 
lasts only for a few days iii the Spring. 

Q. Do you know any inconvenience in the manner the Cod 
fishery is carried on, and what? 

A. I have hl'ard that the Cod fishery has suffered most es· 
sentially from the vast numIJet' of vessels fishing on tile banks 
near the shore and throwing their offal overboard, which is rave~ 
nously devoured by the fish, and some parts of it [Jot proving diges­
tible, to wit : the back and head bones kill them. Great com· 
plaints are made that the Americans encroach on our shores, con~ 
trary to Law. I have seen a reflresentation la.tcly, at Chaleur nay, 
signed by a large number of respectable Merclmnts and Inhabitants 
c01Jcerned in the Cocl fisheries, fully explailling the variolls abuses 
of that fishery in the Gulph of St. LawfelJrl' ; which r2presentation, 
I understand, was submitted to His Excellency the Governor in 
Chief, and to which I refer. I beg leave also to referto the Trea­
ty between Great nritain and the American Government, regula­
ting the privileges of the American fishing vessels in the Gulph. 

Q. Did the Cod fishery diminish for some years, and what are 
the causes of that diminution? 

A. Th€. Cod fishery has failed ill a great degree, and the quan­
tity taken now is only about a third to what was formerly taken. 
The principle reason is what I have already above stated. 

Q. What, in your opinion, are the mealls mo~t expedient to b~ 
pursued to encourage the Trade of the Dbtrict of Gaspe, and of 
upholding the same by preventing the exportation of Salmon or 
pickled fish t>adly or negligently cured? 

A. Great abuses have taken place in shipping pickled fish from 
<:;haleur Bay, bad in condition and short in· weight; also in tbe 
casks not being of sufficient size. In my opinion each and every 
sliipper of fish should be obliged to brand his casks on the head 
or bung.stave, with his name, the quantity and quality of fish 

B2 
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contained in each cask, and the year in which the fish wcre taken 
and cured, instead of appointing Inspectors for that description of 
fish. I am induced to form this opinion from the many abuses which 
I have a personal knowledge of having taken place in many instances, 
during the time there were Inspectors of fish in the District of Gaspe. 

Q. J s not Dry Cod·fish distinguished in different qualities and 
what? 

A. Dry Cod.fish is distinguished in three qualities, viz: lst. 
Merchantilble; 2d. Madeira; 3d. West India. 

Q. Wht means do you suggest to ensure the exportatiun of Dry 
Cod-fish of good quality? 

A,. I know no better means than those adopted by the Rouse 
of Charles Robin & Co. of J'«spebiac, in Chaleur Bay, who are 
in 'the habit of sending the Captains of their ships or some trusty 
Agent to cuU and select the diJrerent qualities of the above nam. 
ed description of Dry Cod-fish. And I would suggest that in the 
case of dispute between the seller and purchaser, it should be 
Teferred to Arbitrators chosen by the parties; thereby would be 
saved iJ very great expense and loss of time to the purchaser prin­
cipally. 

Q. Would it M\ be expedient to grant a bounty on the ex. 
portation of fish and what? 

A. It would be expedient to grant a bounty on the exportation 
of fish of all descriptions, to put us on the same footing with the 
fisheries tlf Nova-Scotia aud New.Brunswick, viz: on Dry Cod-fish, 
half a dollar per quintal; 011 Pickled S'l-Imon, five shillings per barrel 
of 2001hs. weight, and so on in proportion for smaller or larger cask~ 
of Salmon; two and six· pence per barrel of twenty. eight gallons of 
pickled Herrings and Mackerel; and I belieTe fifteen-pence ought to 
be allowed on Smoked Herrings per barrel of twenty.eight gallons, 
and ten·pence each, on Smoked Salmon. . 

Q. Would it not be expedient to allow a bOtlDty to encourage 
the Whale fi~hery, and what ~ 

A. I am of opinion a bounty npoll all descriptions of fish and oil 
should be allowed, but I am not prepared to say what bQunty. 

Q. Do you know the Herring fishery-bas it not diminished j 
are there any abuses in it, and what? 

/1... I approve entirely the informatiofl given by Mr. Barth, 
;thout the Herring fisheries, and the abuses adverted to by him, 
with t.he exception of restricting the Herring fishery with seines, 
which is almost the only way ill taking Herrings in some parts of 
the Chaleur Bay, partic\1larly lit New.Carlisle, where the shoal 
of Her.rings (mouvee) strikes tlIe shore only a very short period 
on theIr way up the Bay, and wlIere the fishery sometimes lasts 
but fGf one (and seldom lDore thilfl two) nights; alld can qnly ~e 
taken advantage of by Tigilant attention in intercepting their 
passage with seines; whereas higher up Chaleur Bay they gene .. 
fall! remain to spawnfrO.m e,ght to fifteen days? apd cap *hen 1>61 
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taken to more advantage witb nets than by any otber mode of 
fishing. 

Q. Do you know the Capelin fishery, bas it not diminished­
are there any abuses in it, and what? 

~. With respect to this question, I can say but very little; 
haVlDg always understood that people never take more than is ne­
cessa~y. for bait, and occasionally pickling a few barrels, but I am 
o~ opmlon they ought to be restricted from manuring their land 
wItb them, or "ith Herrings, or the spawn of Herrings par~icu. 
larly, on any occasion whatever. 

THURSDAY, 23d January 1823. 

Mr. TASCHEREAU in the Chair. 

Mr. J. O. Brunet, Merchant, appeared before your Committee. 
Q. Are you acquainted with the Trade carried on between Quebec 

and the District of Gaspe, and what is it? 
A. Yes, I am; there is brought to us, from the District of Gasp~, 

dry and green Cod-fish, barrelled and smoked Salmon, Mackerel, 
green and smoked Herring, Cod-fish Oil, Whale Oil and Cod 
sounds; also Grindstones, which 'He made at Caraquet, in Chaleur 
Bay, and a small quantity of Feathers and of Furs. 

Q. Is the whole of that fish and oil used in Canada, or is it re­
exported from Quebec? 

A. The greater part of the dry Cod is re-exported from Quebec to 
the West Indies, as is also most of the salted Salmon, but of Herring 
a small quantity only is exported, because it is not well salted and 
packed. Five or six years ago a much larger quantity of Herring 
was exported, but the cause above stated has greatly discouraged the 
exportation, because the fish, on reaching the West Indies, was 
constantly found to be spoiled. I, this summer, caused to be re­
packed several barrels, which I caused to be washed and packed 
a~ain with coarse salt, which reached the West Indies in very good 
condition, and brought a price much higher than the common price. 

Q. What qualities of dry and green Cod are so exported? 
A. Cod of three qualities, Merchantable, Madeira and -West-In­

dia; but when it is exported from Quebec, as there is no Inspector, 
it is called tal. qual. that is to say indiscriminate with respect to 
quality. 

Q. Would it be expedient that the distinction of quality, as to 
dry Cod, should be strictly preserved for the encouragement of this 
Trade? 

A. Yes. 
Q. What mode of maintaining and preserving that distinction of 

quality as to dryeod, can you suggest? 
A. ,It would be necessary to cause the same to be inspected, when 

pac~e!I for exportation, by Inspectors, of whom there ought to be 
two at least at Quebec. 
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Q. What qualifications should yeu deem requisite i [} such Inspect. 
ors, and what salary ought to be allowed them for their inspeotion? 

A. 1 think a person who has been himself a Fisherman, and who 
has been in the habit of curing it, would be best qualified. 1 think 
two or three haH-pence per hundred weight would be a sufficient 
remuneration; I believe, however, that in Newfoundland they have 
two pence. 

Q. 'Vould not the exported Salmon, Herring and, Macke~el re-
quire inspection at Quebec? 

A. Yes; for the reason stated with respect to dry Cod. 
Q. What ought to be the salary for the inspection of salted fish 1 
A. I think what is allowed to the Inspectors of Pork and Beef 

would be sufficient. 
Q. Would an Inspection at Chaleur Bay be necessary, as to fish 

exported from thence to be sent out of the Province? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Would it be proper to allow any and what premium on the 

exportation of fish and whale oil? 
A. It would be proper to allow a premium only on the exportation 

of dry Cod-fish, of two shillings per hundred weight for Merchant~ 
able and Madeira Cod, and of half as much for the third quality. 

FRIDAY, 24th January 1823. 

Mr. TASCHEREAU in the Chair. 

Jeremiah Leacroft, Esquire, of Bermuda, appeared before your 
Committee. 

Q. Is any fish exported from Lower Canada to Bermuda and 
other Islands and what kind of fish? 

A. Yes; there are large parcels of fish and chiefly Dry Cod.fish 
exported from this place io the West Indies-Of piCkled· fish the 
quantity is comparatively small, owing to the bad state in which 
they are generally prepared and put up-Pickled Salmon, however, 
is an exception. 

Q. Is any fish also imported there from any other country? 
ll. l{es. • 
Q. Is the fish exported from this country to the West Indies ill liS 

good a condition as that from other countries? 
A. Yes; the Salmon and Dry Cod-fish are equal !Ind p'erhaps bet •. 

ter than from any other country, and particularly Salmon, if cured. 
with strong coarse salt, which it ought to be, as well as all kind of 
pickled fish: as for Herrings they have been always import\!d and 
exported in bad condition. . 

Q. Can the fish exported from tllis country to the West Indies be 
sold cheaper or at the same prioe as that from other countries,. and. 
if there be a difference in the price will you explain the cause .of-it? 

A. There is generally no difference ill· the price of the fish ~n tha 
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West Indies, whether from this country or N ewfaundlatJd ; but from 
the latter place it can be afforded cheaper on account of its first cost 
at Newfoundland, but I do not see any reason why it should not be 
shipped from this port on equal terms, particularly when the outfits 
for the fisheries in this port can be furnished on more reasonable 
terms than at Newfoundland. 

Q. If Herring was generally sent in good condition to the 'Yest­
Indies, would the exportation of it to the 'Yest Indies be conside­
rable ? 

A. I should think it would be, because the consumption of this 
article, in some of the J.slands, particularly at Jamaica, is considera­
ble. 

Q. What defect do you know in the Herring now exported and 
which has discouraged lately the importation of it in the ",Yest Indies? 

A. The very bad state in which Herrings in this country have beell 
packed; the barrels being badly filled and the fish on that account 
break to pieces before they arrive in the West Indie~. 

Q. Do you also know any defect in the other kinds of fish im­
ported in the West Indies? 
- A. No; I do not. 

Q. Is there any defect in the size and quality of barrels and other 
casks in which the fish is sellt pickled? 

A. There is no defect in my opinion, in the size of the barrels for 
pickled Salmon; but Dry Cod_fish is often packed ill too large hogs­
heads. The size of the barrels for pickled and other fish should be 
regular. 

Q. 'Vould it not be more advantageous to traders to have an uni­
formity in the size aud quality of those barrels, casks and hogsheads, 
and what size and quality would you suggest? 

A. It would be very desirable that there should be an uniformity 
in the size and quality of barrels and casks. 

Q. Is there to your knowledge any bounty allowed on the expor­
tation of fish in the other colonies and in which? 

A. There is none to my knowledge in Newfoundland and Halifax; 
I do not knolV if there is in N ew·13runswick. 

Q. Is any bounty allowed on the exportation of fish in any part 
of the United States? 

A. I do not think there is. 
Q. To your knowledge has the fish exported from this country, 

without the allowance of a bOllnty, been able to meet a competition 
with the fish of other countries exported with such allowance? 

A. The future export of fish from this country, for the West Indies, 
will depend mainly upon its being shipped at such a price as to com­
pete with that which is shipped from Newfoundland, and that would, 
in a great measure, be accomplished, were a bounty of two shilling"s 
per quintal allowed on Dry Cod-fish; and as an encour'lgement for 
the exportation of pickled fish, a bounty of two shillings and six 
peace per bar.rel wOlild be expedient. If sQi1lethlug of this kind i$ 
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hot resorted to, the export or Dry and Pickled fish, particularly the 
former, will be essentially reduced, if 110t altogether stopped, the 
late Act of the Imperial Parliament which allowed a drawback of the 
Crown Duty on Rum being repealed, whi..:h in its valuation of Dry 
nsh permitted it to receive a bounty exceeding four shillings the quin­
tal. 

Q. Can the fish exported from this country meet a competition 
with the fish of the other Colonies or other Countries without such 
bouniy? 

A. I thinl>: not; for the reason above stated. 
Q. Has the want of Inspection of fish in this Country contributed 

to discourage its importation in the West Indies? 
A. I think an Inspector would be very necessary; as is the case 

in other Colonies and Countries. 

SATURD.J.Y, 25th Januar:IJ 1823. 

Mr. TAsi:uEREAu in the Chair. 

:Mr. Remi Quirouet appeared before your Committee. 
Q. In what does the trade of the County of Cornwallis consist ~ 
A. In fisheries, produce of the soil, and lumber. The articles for 

exportation are Wheat, Barley, Oats, Butter, Peas and Fish; some· 
times Pork and Beef are exported, though but to a small extent. 

Q. Whither are the several articles you mention exported? 
A. The Fish is generally exported to the West Indies, the Lumber 

to Europe, Newfoundland and the WestIndies, the Butter to Hali. 
fax and Europe, the Wheat to Halifax, the Barley to Halifax and 
(lther places. 

Q. What is the state of the fisheries in the County of Cornwallis, 
of what description are they, and where are they carried? 

A. Between River Ouelle and l'lIe Verte there is a great quan. 
tity of Herrings; there are Porpoise, Shad and Salmon Fisheries, a. 
great qqantity of Pilchards and Sturgeon, &c. &c. I have heard that 
below l'Ile Verte there are considerable Cod and Salmon fisheries. 

Q. Do you know in what the export Trade of the County or 
Northumberland consists? 

A. The export Trade of that County from St. Paul's Bay consists 
in the same articles as that from the County of Cornwallis. 

Q. What is the state of the fisheries in that part of the County of 
Northumberland, in what do they consist, and where are theyes. 
tablished? 

A. I know there are some established at the lIe aux Coudres, St. 
Paul's Bay and the Black River; they cdll5ist in Porpoise and Sal­
mon. I have not been lower down than the "lie aux Coudres, there­
fore I am unable to speak of the Fisheries which are below that. 

Q. Might not the Fisheries in these two Counties be encreased? 
What has hitherto prevented their exteD~ioD aud wbat lIleiUlS d. 
you suggest for improving them l ' 
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A. They might be encreased, and form a very considerable article 
of Export, if some encouragement were given by the Legislature, 
and regulations were made to inspect all Fish before sending it out 
of the Province-uniformity in the size and quality of the barrels is 
e~pecially required. 

Q. W hither is the fish of this Province exported? 
A. Chiefly to the West-Indies. 
Q. J n what repute is the fish of this Country at those places? 
A. Cod and S<llmon are in high repute, but the Herring is in very 

low estimation. 
Q. Why is the Herring so little valued? 
A. Because it is ill salted, ill packed, and very often pnt into bad 

barrels. 
Q. Do you know how the Salmon fishery, by torch-light, is con­

ducted; and is it beneficial or detrimental? 
A. I believe it to be very detrimental, for the fish are thereby 

driven off the shore. 
L Mr. John Macnider then appeared before your Committee. 

Q. Do you know the state of the fisheries from lie Verte to 
Cap Chat, in what do they consist, and where are they carried on? 

A. I know no other fisheries except my own---one of these is at 
Grand MltlS, and the other at Petit Mitis, Cod, Salmon, Herring, 
Holibut, Eel and fish of other descriptions. 

Q. Are there other places within those limits where fisheries 
might be established? 

A. The Seigniory of Matane, Cap Chat, Rimouski, Bic and 
Trois Pistoles, are places very well adapted to the Fishery, chiefly 
for Salmon, Herring and Cod; there is also a great number of 
Whales and Seals. 

Q, 'Vhither is the fish taken at the fisheries you mention exported? 
A. To the West Indies and sometimes to Spain and England. 
Q. Might not the fisheries of those places be improved and by 

what means? 
A. The improvement now necessary would be to employ profes­

sional men conversant with the trade. 
Q, Is the produce a sufficient indemnification for the expense and 

trouble without a bounty? 
A. I conceive that the principal means of encouraging fisheries 

would be to grant a bounty, as also a drawback on salt in all places 
where it is used for the fisheries. 

Q. Are bounties g,ranted in other, and in what Countries, and 
what bounties are to your knowledge so granted? 

A. III England, the bounty granted is four shillings per barrel of 
Herrings, containing thirty-two gallons. 

Q. Can the fish of thi~ country bear a competition with that of 
other countries without a bounty: 

A. No, it could not i because the bounty usually defrays the 

c 
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expenses, and it is more difficult to export it from this country than 
from others which are situat'! nearer the sea? 

Q. What bounty do you suggest? 
A. Four shillings per barrel of Herrings as in England, and two 

/lhillings and six pence per hundred weight of Dry Cod,·fish of the 
first quality, but the Salmon and Eel pay sufficiently withoutJ II 
bounty. ' 

Q. Is it expedient to establish uniformity in the size and quality 
of the barrels? 

A. It is very necessary to establish the same size, make and boops 
0:' the barrels, as are used in England, without which the fish bas 
no sale in the West Indies; the barrels ought to be of oak. 

Q. Would it be expedient to establish an Inspector of fish prcvt. 
ous to exportation? 

A. It is very essential that the fish first sent, the Herring especi­
ally, should be strictly inspected, wilhout which no more would be 
demanded. 

(~. Where ought these Inspections to take place for the convenience 
of trade? 

A. They ought to be made at the place where the fish h shipped, 
but I cannot specify the places, for that would depend on the places 
\v here the vessels might be statitmed. 

Q. Is there any and what particular season for taking the Herring 
which is for exportation? 

A. After the month of September only as in Eng}a,nd; fornntil 
that time the Herring i~ not fit ta be exported, and there ought to 
be a prohibition to export that fish before that time, that being the 
only proper season for the purpose; and by taking them sooner mil­
lions of them are uselessly destroyed. 

Q. Do you know of any, and what abuses in the Salmon fishery ? 
A. The abuses are spearing the Salmon, which ought to be pro. 

hibited from the twentieth of August to the end of September, be­
cause at that time they spawn. 

MOUD.H, 27tl, January 182~. 

Mr. TASCHEREAU in the Chair. 

Mr. Andrew PateTson, appeared before your Committee. 
Q. Do you know whether the exportation of fish from this coun­

try could enter into competition with that from other Colonies and 
Countries without a bounty? 

A. Yes it can; but it would, however, be beneficial to the Pro· 
vince if a bounty was allowed. 

Q. J <; any bounty granted to yoor knowledae in any other Colony 
or Country on the fish exported ? " 

A. Yes; there isa bounty on Fish exported from the North of 
Scotland and in England on Herrings. In ti}e la~~ ~ession of the Par~ 
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liament -there was something done to encourage the exportation o( 
fish from Irela.nd. 

Q. Do you know any incoHvenience resulting from permitting tIle 
fish of this country to he exported without an Inspection? 

A. Yes; there C'xist freqllellt difficulties between t:le buyer and 
seller regarding the quality of the fish, and I do not know any thillg 
more necessary at Quebec than the appointment of Inspectors, because 
this appointment would enhance very much the value of oLlr fish ill 
foreign mar~ets. 

Q. Do you know any other regulations to be necessary for the en .. 
couragement of the fish trade? 

A. The chief regulation necessary would be the appointment of 
Inspectors and uniformity in point of size and quality in the barrels, 
casks and hogsheads containing the fish, as is the case elsewhere. 

Q. Do you know any part of the Coulltrof Northumberland where 
fisheries are nolV or might hereafter be established? 

A. At the King's Posts, and at theSeigniories of Mille Vaches and 
1\fingan,and the whole of that north coast, there might be established, 
as I have always understood, most excellent fisheries, and a great 
many American vessels are annually employed there,. fishing in con~ 
travention to Jay's Treaty. 

Q. Did any inconvenience arise to the fish trade from suffering 
Americans fishing in contravention to the Treaty? 

A. Most certainly. 'fhe Gentlt'men who leased the King's Posts 
have several times severely complained of this abuse, there ought to 
be stationed there an armed ve,sel to protect the trade and enforce 
the execution of this Treaty, as the Americans interfere and injure our 
tralle in that quarter. 

Q. Is to your knowledge a great quantity of fish imported into this 
country from Labr!!-dor and other places out of this Province to be re­
exported? 

A. Yes; there are several vessels fi tted out in this Port for La­
brador and other places, and who return to this place with fish ta­
ken to be re.exported. 

Q. 'Yhat are the fees payable to the Custom House on the coast­
ing trade? 

A. That depends whether the vessel goes out of the Province or 
not. A vessel dearing out for any port within the Province pays 
but frifling fees, but if the same should clear for any port out of the 
Province, as Labrador, Newfoundland or allY other place, the fees 
amount to about eight or nine pounds, and in conocqueuce of the fees 
being so heavy on small craft, making several trips in the course of the 
season, these fees paid to the Custom House officers amount to more 
on such vessels than on large ships which make only one or two trips; 
this having been represented to the principal officers of the Custom 
House at Quebec, they agreed to take one half of the usual fees on 
a vessel consigned to our House, and offered to take \ess, if the ves­
set was found not to be able to pay. My opinion is, that the hea.vy 

C 2 
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fees exaded upon small vessels is ~ great drawback upon our coast. 
ing trade. 

Q. Is any fish imported into this Province from Newfoundl~nd 
and other British Colonies, re-exported, and from which? 

A. Fish brought from Newfoundland, Miramichi, and I believe 
sometimes from Halifax, are usually re-exported. 

Mr. James McTavish then appeared before your Committee. 

Q. Do you know the Lower part of the County of Northumber. 
land? 

A. I merely know the North Shore of the St. Lawrence from Sa. 
guenay river to Lahratior. 

Q. Are any fisheries established on that shore, and what kind? 
A. There are several ~almon fisheries. 
Q. Do the Americans fish on that Rhore ? 
A. The Treaty of Ghent allows the Americans to fish within a 

leag'Je of the shore, from the gulph of St. Lawrence, including the 
Bank~, as far as Mont Joli, on the North Shore; and Fox River, 
on the south shore; but they go beyond these limits as far as River 
St. Johns, on the north shore: to the serious injury of the present Les. 
sees of the company of Mingan Seigniory. They even entered, last 
summer the Natasquan, Riverto fish Salmon. 

Q. Is any regulation to your Imowledge proper to be made for the 
fisheries on the north shore of the St. Lawrence? 

A. The principal regulation necessary to be made is, to prevent th!! 
Americans from anchoring and fishing on the banks of the principal 
Rivers on the Seigniory of Mingan, as by their so doing, they prevrnt 
the Salmon from entering the said Rivers: their trenching the Cod­
fish amI throwing the offal over the side of their vessels particularly 
destroys the Salmon. The Americans have been in the habit of car­
rying on their tracie, for the last twenty years, with from t~enty to 
twenty-five vessels; these in general make two trips a year. These 
vessels are schooners from sixty to eighty tons, manned by from tpn to 
eighteen men, and they anchor near the shore in front of our buildings. 

Q. r s any re~ula.tion necessary to i;)e made for preventing the too 
great destruction of Salmon by the Indians? 

A. Yes; as the Indian method of spearing Salmon at night is very 
destructive. 

Q. Did any inronvenience arise from the want of Inspection of 
the fish exported ? 

A. Yes, very serious; particularly for the West India market. All 
Salmon cured for a foreign market ought, in the first outset,tQ be well 
washed, salted in coarse grey salt, to remain in the Salting Tubs till 
the pickle runs over the fish: the next process is to pack them in 
tight white oak casks, with St. Ubes or Turk's Island salt. The fish 
ouqht to be well packed in the casks. I am particular in mentioning 
w hlte oak, because the pine ca5ks in which they generaHy pack, the 
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fish at Miramichi and Halifax do not an&wer for a foreign market. 
Q. Is it ncressary to establish an uniformity in the size of the bar­

rels, casks and ho;(sheads containing the fish for exportation and what 
size do you su~gest ? 

A. The tierce for Salmon oU,~ht to be marle of white oak, amI to 
contain as near as possi hlc' 300 Ibs. of fish, to be wpigllf:d on taking 
them out of the S'Llting Tulls, alld the barrel to hI' made of th~~ same 
mat<"rial and full hooped, to contain 200 Ills, and to be weighrd in 
th,' same manner as the tierces; being ullacqllainted with the Cod 
fishery I cannot give any info< mation on that subje,·t. 

(,l. 'ViII you ~tate a, a mattt'r of U:'-'Il'-'ra\ informa'ion, the pcrio:l at 
whkh th., :-Ialmon fishery hegins and terminab·s <luriIlg the sca<;on, 
from the observatiolls which ,ou have hall o{'casion to make at the 
di.fferpot posts under your dir~ctions, and whether it would be advi. 
sallie to prohibit the fishery of Salmon at those different places and 
when? 

A. The 'Ial mon fishery on the King's Posts and the Seigniory of 
Mingan, usua'ly commences Ih!' first wi:ek in J Ull" and generally 
terminates in all July. The Riv("rs UpOIl thp Killg's Domain general­
ly discontinue giving "almoll ten or twelve days earlier tha'l they tlo 
in the -ieiguiory 0:' Millga'l, and from my ('xperience, r do not con­
ceive that the Rivers on th,. King's Domain or ';eignioryof Mingall 
ought to be fish~d latel' than the last week of July. 

TUESDAY, 28th January 1823. 

Mr. TASCHEREAU in the Chair. 

Mr. John Bruce of the Custom House of the City of Quebec, then 
appeared beforf' your Committee. 

Q. Is allY fish imported from other Colonies into this Province and 
from what? 

A. From Newfoundland, including Labrador, and sometimes 
from N pw- Brunswick' 

Q. 'What kind of fish is so imported into this Provinc p ? 
A. Cod-fish, Salmon. Mackerel, Herrings and a fLw triHing pac­

..,ages of other kinds of fish. 
Q. Can a rptufll of those importatio[J~ ]w made? 
A. A rpturn ('an be given froill Npwfoundland and New-Bruns­

wick, and in some instances from Lahrador. 
Q. Can yOll ~ive an account of the draw,>acks upon the salt used 

for the fisheries, and can you point Ollt any inconvenience arising to 
the public Revenue, and can you suggest any thing about it for the 
encouragement of th(' fish"ries ? 

A. The drawha"ks UpOl! salt, in 1821, have been on 10,049 mia 
Dots £l67: 9: 8, and in 1822. on 20,164 minots £336 : 1 : 4. 
As these drawbacks were paid without a deduction of 3 per cent 



which is allowed to the merchant in paying the duties, the public Re­
venue has sustained a loss to the amount of 3 per cent on the above­
named sums. If the drawbacks should be allowed on salt for the 
fisheries, above the limits now prescribed by the Provincial Statutes 
now in force, it would very much tend to their encouragement. 

Q. To what places chiefly is the salt destined, upon which a draw. 
back is allowed? 

A. To the Bay of Gaspe and the BayofChaleurs. 
Q. Can you suggest any regulation respecting Drawbacks to be 

allowed to prevent the abuses of it? 
A. The deduction of 3 per cent, on receiving the duties, should also 

be deducted when a drawback is claimed; this would save the loss 
to the Revenue, as stated in a former answer. The parties claiming 
the drawback should be required to produce proof that the Salt is ac­
tually employed for the use of the fisheries, where it is practicable til 
do so. 

Mr. John Fraser then appeared before your Committee. 

Do you know the north shore from Cap Tourmente to Labrador? 
A I know the I.orth shore from Cap Toprmente to the Sague. 

nayonfy. 
Q. Are any fisheries established in that part of the north shore, and 

in what place? 
A. There are two regnlar Salmon fisheries from Murray Bay to Tao 

doussac, to my knowledge. 
Q. Are any Cod fisheries in that part of the North Shore? 
A. No. 
Q. Are there any proper places to establish Cod fisheries in that 

part of the north shore? 
A. I cannot say. 
Q. Do you know of auy inconvenience resulting in permitting In­

dians and others to take Salmon with torches, and will you mention 
them? 

A. First the great detriment done to the fish by taking them in 
that manner,. and to the regular established fisheries by going into 
t~em to strIke the fish-secondly, by the injury done to good 
timber by these people going into the woods and taking off the 
bark of the best trees for torches, which occasions their decay. 

Captain Barth, then again appeared before your Committee. 

~. What is th~ present. custom at Chaleur Bay with respect to the 
fishmg Rooms' which are m common, and what have you to remark 
thereupon for the improvement of the fisheries? 
• A. The custom among the fishermen after the close of the fishery 
IS, that the year following another has a right to take possession of 
the work made the preceding year by the last occupant, unless he 



ttave some one there to take care of it during the ~easons in whidl 
there is lIO fishing; and it ought to be permitted to the persons who 
have erected these fishing rooms to resume the possession of them in 
preference to others, pro~ided he returns thither to fish. 

The Chairman laid before the Committee the following remarks 
on the fisheries, communicated to him by John Macniuer, Esquire: 

Remarks respecting the Rules to be observer! in tTlefisheries, and 
cU/'ing oj fish in the River St. Lawrence. 

HERRING. 
To be taken from the 20th of July to December, being the proo 

per season; and a bouHty of four shillings, currency, per barrel to 
be allowed, after inspection: the barrel to contain thirty-two gallons, 
Ale measure, and the cask to be full hooped: aud all Herring enti­
tled to, or claiming a bOllIl'ty must be gutted and salted the same day 
on which they are caught, and none but the healthy full grown Hee­
ring to be put up for exportation. Herring taken in April, May and 
June to be excluded from the bounty, and if possible to be prohi­
bited from beingtaken in those months, as such practice will be ru­
inous to the Herring fishery. 

COD. 
May be taken at all periods of the season. Merchantable dried 

Cod-fish should be entitled to a bounty of two shillings and six pence 
for every 1121bs. which, upon inspection, are found merchantable, 
atld fit for a foreign market; the fish to be inspected at the port .of 
shipping. 

Fresh Cod, brought to the Quebec market in the months of Decem. 
ber, January, February and March, taken in the District of Gaspe, 
and the River St. Lawrence, should be entitled also to a bounty of two 
5hillings and six pence for every 112Ibs. when weighed at Quebec. 

SALMON) &c. 
Salmon, Eel and other fisheries will sufficiently pay the expenses; 

it would be therefore unnecessary to allow any bounty. 

DRAWBACKS ON SALT. 
The Drawback on salt might be allowed as high up as St. Thomas, 

satisfactory proof being at aU times required that the salt was used iu 
curing of any description for this market or for the consumption of the 
Inhabitants. 

Some essential measures ought tD be adopted to pr~vent the ruino 
ous habits of spearing Salmon, practised by the Indians and others, in 
the different Rivers where the fish go up to spawn, from the 20tll 
July till October, which if not put a stop t9 will ultimately ruin t.h!, 
S~mon fishery in this quartllf. 



WEDNESlJ.dY, 29th Janua1'Y 1823. 

Mr. TASCHEREAU in the Chair. 

J. W. Woolsey, Esquire, then appeared before your Committee. 

Q. Are you Agent for any of the principal Houses in Gaspe inte. 
rested in the fisheries and fish trade? 

A. I am Agent for the House of Messrs. Charles Robin & CO. 
Q. In that capacity, have you any knowledge of what th05(, Gen. 

tlemen think necessary for the improvement of the trade in fish? 
A. They have complaiIied that the Americans who fish on their 

coast do not conform to the fishing regulations which prohibit the 
casting the offal of the fish into the sea, and that they have no means 
of enforcing those regulations. The mode they suggest is to have 
cruisers to cause their rights to be respected~ without which their 
trade and the fisheries will be destroyed? 

Q. Do you think the inspection of fish and oil for exportation ne~ 
cessary? . 

A. I think it is so. 
Q. Where would Inspectors be required? 
A. At all ports of export? 
Q. Do you know the coast of the County of Northumberland? 
A. I know the coast from the Seven [slands to the Straights or 

Belle lIe. 
Q. Are there in that tract any and what fisheries? 
A. The principal ones are for Salmon and Seal. The first Cod 

fishery is at l'Anse Sablon, at the entrance of the Straights of Belle 
lie, but a part of it is within the Government of Newfoundland. 

Q. Might there be Cod fisheries established higher up ? 
A. No; for I have been told there i, a want of bait. 
Q. Do you think a premium necessary to enable the export fish 

trade of the country to come into competition with that of the other 
Colonies? 

A •. It would be beneficial to the trade of this country to grant a. 
premIum. 

Mr. Charles Wm. Ross then appeared before your Committee. 

Q. Is there to your knowledge any inconvenience in exporting 
fish wilhou t inspection? 

A. Many. 
Q. What are those inconveniences? 
A. A \\ant?f Inspe(tors ; whereby the persons sending fish to 

Quebec not bemg known, they can never be sure of the quality. 
Q. Ought that Inspection to be of all sorts of fish in general, or of 

a certain kind in particull1r? 
l A. I think it necessary for all sorts of fish. 



Q. Is there any difference between the fish of Gaspe and that of 
Newfoundland? 

A. Judging from the Dry Cod which is brought hither from N ew­
foundland, there is agreat difference in favour of that from the Di~trict 
of Gaspt>. 

Q. Is there any necessity or benefit in requiring the Inspection of 
all fish oil ? 

A. I think there is;· becanse there are instances of fraud or negli~ 
gence, the oil being very ofteli mixed with water or sediment to the 
injury of tne purchaser. 

Q. In what should th<tt insIJection consist? 
A. In ocn allo\\ ance or deduction for the sediment or other foreign 

matter which might be found therein. 
Q. Is any fish sent to Montreal, Upper Canatla and elsewhere? 
A. Yes; but I cannot say what quantity. There is even some ex­

ported hy way of Upper Canada and the Port of St. John, ill Lower 
Canada, to the United States. This is chiefly Dry Cod. Almost eve­
ry American Sleigh which comes into the market of Montreal returns 
with Dry Cod. In the three months ended the 5th instant, the Ame­
ricans exported by the Port of St. Jolin 6481b. of Dry Cod, 22 
barrels Salmon and 7 barrels of Mackerel, and they brought to us 
:t7,400 lb. of Fresh Cod; but the quarter to end 5th April next will 
give a much more cunsiderable exportation of fish. There is also some 
consumption of Cod in the Eastern Townships, which would be much 
more considerable if the communications ,~ere better. It is sold in 
the Township of Eatoll a:t Ten Dollars. 

The Committee then called for the Report ofa SpecialCommittee, 
appointed in the year 1817, on a Petition from sunrlry inhabitants· 
of Kamouraska, praying for a dra",back on Salt, which was read as 
followeth :-

Mr. Remi Quirouet was examined, and stated: About se'ien years 
ago I was in partnershir with Messrs. Chapais and Dame, and car~ 
ried on two fisheries, for two year~; whereof one at River OueUe,. 
and the other at C((P GIl Diable, at Kamourasb!" The chief produce 
was Shad and Herrings, in large quantity ;Sa-rdinesiSalmon and Stur~ 
geon, but in less abundance. In the very first year of our fishery we 
took many hundred barrels of fish, and the seconr year above six 
hundred barrels, th'e greater part whereof consisted of Shad. The price 
of Shad is double that of Herrings; we sold that fish, in part,' to Mer­
chant~, for eX'portation to the West Indies. I went down with Mr. 
Chapais as far as Green Island; I visited the spot, collected informa­
tion from the Inhabitants, and found that, from River OueUe to Green 
Island, a great number of fisheries might be carrted on, in addition ta 
those before-mentioned. I cannot exactl y say what quanti ty all these 
fisheries might annually produce, but I can assert that in some year5 
it would be impossible to save the whole of the fish, because of the 
great quantity thrown upon the shore, and in the fiiherie&. In other 
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years less fish is ptoduced, but generally in sufficient quantity; ne 
vertheless, such is the abundance, that these fi~heries would meri 
equal encouragement to those of Gaspe. I think a premium 01 

bounty upon exportation, as well as a drawback upon salt, woul( 
be proper. I think 3s. 9d. per barrel upon Herring and Mackerel, 5s 
per barrel upon Salmon and Shad, and 2s. 6d. per quintal upon dry Coe 
fish, would be a sufficient encouragement. The fish of Lower-Canada i! 
little esteemed in the ·West India market, in consequence of its being 
ill cured and packed, and in one word, because not inspected. 1 am 
of opinion that our fish would be worth as much in the West India 
market as that of other countries, were it well packed with coarse 
salt. I am also of opinion that no quantity of fish ought to be ex· 
ported from this country without having been previously inspected 
at Queber, and that there ought for that pHrpose to be at Quebec 
a Sworn Inspector, invested with that otTice and having a salary. I 
bave in part discontinued fishing at those fisheries from want of liberal 
encouragement, through want of a Drawback, and from the disrepute 
in which, from the foregoing causes, the fish of this country is in 
the West Indies. 

Mr. Fran~ois Quirouet, Auctioneer and Broker at Quebec, was 
examined, and ill all things confirmed that part of the examination 
of the first witness, which relates to the disrepute in which the fish 
ofthe Country is in the West India market, from the causes therein 
stated, the necessity for the creation of the office of Inspectors at 
Quebec, with a salary for inspecting fish, and also the propriety of a 
premimn or bounty upon exportation, and ofa drawback as aforesaid. 

Mr. Vincent Bonenfant, merchant at Quebec, confirmed the ex­
amination of the foregoing witnesses, and adds that between River 
Ouclle and Rimouski, a great number of fisheries might be carried 
on, and that in common years t ho~e fisheries abound sufficiently in 
:fish fit for exportation. 

Mr. Charles Tache, merchant of Kamouraska, was then examin­
ed, and answered as followeth: That from the River Trois Pistoles, 
most of the inhabitantsof the first range of concessions, borderin~ on 
the river St. Lawrence, have fisheries there. That with Messrs. Pas. 
cal Tache, father and son, J. B. Tache, Franltois Dechene and 
Charles Tache, pere, he carries on ten fisheries within the Islands 
of Ka']louraska; That they have this year salted one thousand bar­
n Iq of Herrings, and three or four hundred barrels of Sardines, be­
silks from t\\ 0 hundred to two hundred and fifty boat loads of fresh 
fish; That in rommon years there mia-ht be salted three thousand 
barrels or fish; That fram Kamouraska to Twis Pistole~ there might • , f 
JIJ common year& be taken aq many as twenty thousand barrels 0 

~sh, surh as Shad, Salmon, Herring, Sardines, Eels and Cod: 1'ha. 
In the County of Northumberland, that is to say at La Petite Ri. 
'D,ere at St. Pierre & M. Paul, at the Eboulemens, at Murray Bay 
a.lld at Mo.ullt l\~urray, there is annually taken a consirlerable quan4 
tlty of vanoulii Jl.lllds of fish, fit for expoltati~D; That. ~ere ought t~ 
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be appointed an Inspector having a salary, in the Counties of Corn­
wallis, Northumberland and Gaspe, and that the fish for exporta_ 
tion ought to be packed with coarse salt; That none ought to be 
exported until inspected: That the Inspector ought to undergo an 
examination, then take an oath of office and be liable to exemplary 
punishment for misconduct; That he ought to stamp upon every 
barrel of fish inspected and to be exported, the name of the County 
and his own name. 

MONDAY, 3d Februal:J 1823. 

MR. TASCHEREAU in the Chair. 

Mr. James L. Marett appeared before your Committee. 
Q. Do yQU know of any abuse or inconvenience, in the fish trade, 

resulting from a want of inspection of exported fish? 
A. Yes, I consider the establishment of Inspectors, for the ex­

portation of fish, as very necessary for preventing the abuses which 
bring it into disrepute. 

Q. Did you formerly carryon the fishing business in the District 
of Gaspe, and of what abuses, tending to deteriorate them, are you 
aware? 

A. I resided for a long time in the District of Gaspe, as Agent of 
the House of Messrs. Janvrin & Co. One of the chief abuses I know 
of is the spearing of Salmon by torch-light, with ought to be forbid­
den, for that method of killing Salmon destroys the stock of that fish. 
The custom of barring the rivers is also very pernicious, and ought to 
be forbidden. 

FRIDAY, 7th February 1823. 

Mr. TASCHEREAU in the Chair. 

Messire Painchaud appeared before your Committee. 
Q. Have you not resided as a Missionary at Chaleur-Bay, and 

how long? 
A. Yes; eight years. 
Q. Have you had occasion to know the state of the Fisheries of 

the District of Gaspe during that time? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Is it not true that the fisheries have greatly diminished for 

some years past? 
A. Yes. 
Q. To what cause do you ascribe that, with respect to the Cod 

fishery, and the Salmon and other fisheries? 
A. Frincipally to the manner in which those fisheries have been 

e:arried on for some years past. 
Q. Would it be practicable~ by means of good regulatibns to re. 

establish tbe former state of the fisheries? 
A. Perhaps it would not be possible to reestablish it altogether, 
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but I think that by means of proper regulations its present condi, 
tion would be much improved? 

Q. What regulations do you suggest? 
A. The following, accoIding to the several kinds of fisheries, 

lWhich are principally those of Herring, Cod and Salmon. First­
The Herring Fishery. The practice of manuring land, either with 
}Jerring or its spawn, and the latter more particularly, should be 
~trictly prohibited, as much more destructive th~n the former. Such 
a prol1ibition would, moreover, have an effect favourable to Agricul­
ture, by proscribing a manure hurtful to the soil, and making it 
lIecessary to recur to some preferable sllbstance. Secondly-The 
Cod Fishery. Considering the nature of the principal causes of its 
decay, I think a reestablishment very difficult. These causes are 
~'edricible to two: the first and mo,t constant is the bad practice 
of throwing into the sea what is cut out or that fish previous to salting 
it; the second, is the too great number of American fishermen, who 
IJave spread over our fishing grounds as far as the Gulph, since the 
last Treaty of Peace with the United-States more especially. Yet 
I do not consider their number, however excessive, as so detrimen­
tal to the fishery as the unrestrained practice, ill which they use no 
piscretion, of throwing into the sea the offal of the fish they take, 
for on this subject they arc under no regulation, or if they have any 
they are not much observed. These interested fishermen, excited 
by the hope of immediate profit, and for the most part little atten­
tive to the means of maintaining an abundant supply of that fish, on 
grounds from which the first difference between the two Nations 
may expel them, conduct themselves in a manner which the most strict 
and best observed regulations on the part of our fishermen can but 
very feebly remedy, for they are 60 or 80 to one of ours; and they 
follow the fish as far as the Orphan Bank", to the great injury and an­
noyance of our fishermen. 'Vhat then would avail to us the regula­
tion of our little fisheries within the Gulph, if at the Strait of Belle 
Isle, and that between Cape Ray and Cape North, the fish be stop­
ped and destroyed, as has been done, particularly this year. The,e 
two Straits are the only entrances they have to the GUlph; the mode 
'Would therefore be, an understanding between the British Govern­
ment and that of the United States, for submitting the fishermen of 
both nations to efficacious regulations, otherwise our Cod Fisheries 
in the Gulph will be in the same situation in which the Salmon Fish­
eries in the District of Gaspe now are. Thirdly-The Salmon 
rishery. The Regulations for the reestablishment of that Fishery 
would be more easy, althou/?ft more complicated than those for that 
ofeod Fish. 
, Q. Have you seen the proposed Fishery Bill, and have you any 
and what re!llarks to make which might tend to its improvement? 

fl.-. Yes; and my remarks are these: This Bill which however. 
J have only read cu,:sorily, appear$ to me very superior to 'th~t whic~ 
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tJreceded it on the same suhject, I would howel'pr adl! to its adlc\e, 
of regulation the fol1owin~ :-15t. Respeding the Cod Fi-hcJ'Y, I 
~hould wish that not only the throwing the otral of that lish illto the 
sea, within a shorter di,tullce flom the eoa'it than four le,l~ul'S, 
~hould be prohibited, but that it should he forbiddell to tlirow allY 
lIpon the fishing grounds, .l~ the Orphan Ban ks, allti otl\l'1''; morc re­
mote from the coast, and that the fishiflg Vl'SSl'iS shoutd he ohlig,'d 
c;ither to carry them to the shore and put them on th" ground, or 
to carry them beyond the grounds ahove.m'_'ntionl'd. '1dly. With 
respect to the b.llmon Fishery in the River Ristigouche, it would be 
necessary to fix, in some gf'nerally kllO\~n manrH'I', the bOllnd.try line 
b"tl\el'll this Province and that of Nt'w-(jrullswil:k, at least at the 
middle of the Islands of that lliver. 3dly. That according to the re­
gulations observed in my time along th~ whole ,\;ort~ ('oast of ~ew­
Brunswic k, the South p~ rt of Chaleur- Bay a nd all that of till' It i vpr Ris~ 
tigouche excepted, every Saturday evelling all the nl'ts spread ill the 
Rivers should be takpll up, the cDllsequellce would 1)(> the gainio!; 
one day more for the Saimon to ascelld, Jlld a moral advantage, that 
of sUilpending the labour llecessary every d.ly for curing and salting 
the fish. 4thly. That a penalty should be imposed on every Sf ow, f1.lt 
bottomed boat, canoe or other vessel stopped in the curn'nt of the 
fi"hery rivers, for the shadow of such ve,sels, which are sometiml :0 

designedly left in the passage intended for the fish, and the dbratioil 
of their cables, alarm the fish and divert their course. 5thly. That 
it shouM be (orbidden to lay nets in the secondary channcls, that is 
to say in those formed by the enlargement of an arm of the River at 
the outlet of a Strait hJ.Villgbut one channel. There is a emtom of 
barring all the small channels, to leave a preterld.'d chanud or eqj.li­
valent space, where the Salmon scarcely passes but b) b 'ing driven. 
(jthly. To prohibit very.expressly Nijagans, Qr Dy kes, by which a 
River is barred, and to which sometimes all th~ S"lmon within Sf've,. 
ral leagues is con,'eyed; this cu.tom alarms the fish which escape, 
and while the operation lasts, prevents the fish which comes from sea 
from ascending the River. 7thly. To prevent the felling of the woods 
along the margins of the Salmon fishery rivers, during tile sea'ion for 
fishing and the season for the spawnin2; of thatJi,)J, that is to say from 
tne 1st of May.to the 20 of October. Thi> is fOllnded on the conduct of 
certain ad:.enturers, chiefly Americans, who, since the late war, cut 
and bring down in rafts lumber cut along those RivCfs, and more es­
pecially that of Ristigouche, which being hardly more than all acre 
wide, is easily obstructed by those rafts, which tUrtl away the Sal~ 
I!l0n; add to this, the noise of the work carried on aloll~ the borders 
of so clear and shallow a river. Sthly. That the Indians only ~hould 
be allowed to take, kill, or catch Salmon above the limits lixt'd for 
the spreading of nets. 9thly. To prohibit the placing at the end of 
stands, near the channels, swing.-nets, of which the length in a direct 
line with the stand might exceed the extremity. 10thly. Th,;t the 
fine impOStd ~IlQllld be payablf;l for ea~h and every post !If sU'p'~lOrt of 
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nets placed below the middle of the bank (ecorre) of any fishery 
channel. llthly. That the deposition ofa single witness, respecting 
any breach of the regulationl>, taken before the Inspector of fisheries, 
()1' any Justice of the Peace or Commissioner, should be sufficient. 
12thly. That the Indians employed by the whites to make use of 
nets or seines above the limits fixed for the stands, in any Salmon 
fishery river, may be competent i!lformers against any person induc_ 
ing them so to act, and furnishing or causing to be furnished, the 
nets or ~ines for that purpose. 13thly. That the Indians, offending 
against the regulations, being usually unable to pay any pecuniary 
penalty, may be imprisoned for a stated time. ] 4thly. That the 
sworn Inspector be obliged to inspect, or, in case of his being sick, 
to cause to be inspected, all the stands at least once a week. 15thly. 
That the said Inspector be strictly prohibited from receiving any 
prt.~ent or gratuity whatever, either in money or fish, from the 
fishermen or their servants or hired people. But all these Regula­
tions will have little or no effect, unless with the effectual concur­
rence of the Pr.ovince of New-Brunswick, whence I infer that it 
would be right, after having prepared the Fishery Bill, especially in 
what relates to Salmon, to request the Government of this Province 
to communicate the same to that of New. Brunswick, in order to in­
duce them, after having examined the same, and made their obser­
.ations, to concur therein. 

S.nUBDAY, 8th February 1823. 

Mr. TASCHEREAU in the Chair. 

Mr. Nicolas Brunet dit Dauphine, appeared before yonr Com­
mittee. 

Q. Do you know the Cod fisheries of Labrador and EsquimauJ[ 
Bay, and where do they commence? 

A. I know those in the upper parts. They commence at the river 
Goudebout, thirty-five leagues above the Seven Islands, and con­
tinne as far as Esquimaux Bay, and thence as far as the Hanoverian 
Posts, which are about one hundred leagues farther North than the 
Esquimaux River. But all that is included within the Government 
of Lower-Canada, is that part which terminates at the River Ro­
maine, which is about one hundred and thirty leagues below the 
River Goudebout., 

Q. Are those Cod fisheries beyond the River Romaine very con­
siderable? 

A. They wer~ not very considerable about thirty years ago when 
I was there. Fifteen or twenty small craft came thither to fish. 
The)" may have encreased since that time. 

Q. Are the Cod fisheries which are below the River Romaine, 
and as far as the Hanoverian Posts, and within the Government of 
Newfoundland, considerable? 

A. Yes, as considerable at least as those of Chaleur Bay. 
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Q. Are thel'e in those parts fisheries of any other fish? 
A. There are fisheries of Herring, Salmon, Mackerel, Seal all,f 

Whale. 
.MQJ\·D_lY, 17th F,;bruary lS"l3. 

Mr. TASCHEREAU in the Chair. 

Robert Christie, Esquire, appeared before your Committee, and 
made answer as follows: 

Q. Have you any knowledge of any dissatisfactioll or complaints 
existing among the Inhabitants of the Inferior Dbtrid of Gaspe, 
with respect to the Fi~heri~s carried on by tlw American fishing 
"essels, in the Gulf St. Lawrence? 

A. I have knowledge that the British Establishmel1t~ in that 
District complain loudly of the decay of the Fisheries in that quar­
ter, which they attribute to the advantages granted to the America ns 
by the late Treaty of 1818, and who they assrrt are in the daily 
habit of infringing upon it, by exceeding the limits as~igned them, 
to the ruin of the British stationary Fisheries :-A letter writteLl by 
a gentleman, concerned in the house of Messrs. C. Robill &: Co. 
(who carryon the Fisheries in the Bay of Chaleurs and at Pl'rcp, 
on a great scale) addressed to Captain Bourchier of His .Majesty'~ 
Ship Athol, in September last, with a view of drawing the attentio~ 
of His Majesty's Government to the subject through thut geutlemau1 
has been put into my hands, by a friend to that concern. I IW\;r 

lay it before the Committee, as a document which may throw mor.e 
light on the ~ubject than any information of my ow n ran afford to thl'! 
Committee. 

To Henry Bourchier, Esq. Commander of H. 111. Ship .Ai/lOt, at 
anchor in Paspebiac Roads. 
SIR-It is with pleasure we comply with your request of yesterday 

to commit to writing what we had to say respectiug the state Df th.e 
_ Cod Fishery, and the American Fishing Craft. 

The decrease of the Fishery in the Bay of Chaleurs, sluce fhe 
late Peace with the United States, is so great, that at Tracadiah 
(Carleton) and Cascapedia (New Richmond) where the Fishef'm~ 
used to make it worth their while to carryon regular Fisherles~ they 
have of late caught very little more than for their OWIl eonsumpti.ori. 
the rest carne far short of paying their out-fit. At Bo»awenture 
New-Carlisle, Paspebiac, Nouvelle, and Port Daniel, the Fi;;h 
is yearly decreasing, out of the Bay (to the Northward and East. 
ward) towards Perce, &c. since the above period a s.ensibLe decrealJc 
in the Fishery has also been experienced, though not ill as great a 
degree as in the Bay. It is generally supposed by persons who baf,(l 
practised the Cod Fishery in thiH Bay, both in schooners and boats 
that i.t receives (the Bay) its chief supply of Fish from the southward 
DU the Orphan Bank. 

It Ii beyolld ~y IDlIJ,IJJ.er Qf doubt ascertained, thllt many hundred: 
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American daft (chiefly schooners) catch their [0:\(1 of Fis!,' in ~hE 
Gulfof St. Lawrence and chiefly on the Orph:ln Bank, and many 
dose to the I~land~ of l\1iscou and Shipagan; a~ soon aj tlHl Gulf 
is fl'ee of Ice, the American craft take their station, 50 that before 
the 30th :I!ay, there are generally several hundreds on the Orphan 
Bauk only, and its vicinity, this year their Fishery on these Banks 
has not been very abundant, so that next year more of them might 
go to the Nortll\\oard than this year. " 
, Tbos, without their bounds, the Americans load their vessels with 

Fish, to the great prejudice and annoyance of His Britannic Majes­
ty's faithful and loyal subjects; for the first Article of the Treaty 
o! Commerce, clearly and evidently prescribes their bounds, "From 
" Cape Ray (N elffoundland) to the Rameau Islands, from said 
" Cape Ray to the Quirpon Islands,' or to the shores of the Mag. 
e, datene Islands, and along tbe Coasts, &c. from ,Mount Joli, on 
" the Southel'l1 Coasts of Labradore, and tliro' the Sfraits of 
" Delle.Is!e" and thence Northwardly, indefinitely along its Coasts,· 
,~ &c. &c." further in the same Article of the Tr~aty, it is said: 
" And the V nited States hereby renounce for ever any liberty here­
H tofore enjoyed or claimed by tbe Illhabitants thereof, to take, 
" kill or cure Fhlt, on or within three :'IIarine 1I1iles)' of arty of the 
" Coasts, Bays, Creeks or harbours of His Britannic MH,}esty'~ 
" DOflliuions in America, not included within the alJovc mentioned 
" limits" &c. &c." From the alJove extract of the first Article of 
the cO[1l'entioll ('oncluded at London, on the 20th Octoher ] 818, 
between Great-Britain and the united States of America, it is 
el'ident that since that period, the American Fishermen have acted 
in direct violatiun of this Treaty, by arrogantly and obstinatdy 
transgressing the generous bounds thereby allowed them, for it i,' 
too "ell known and felt, that they continue,to fish on' the Coasts of 
1\ 0' a-Scot'ia and the Coasts of N cw-Drunswick, to,the very great 
prejudice anu alllloyalll'e of His Britannic Majesty's faithful and 
loyal subjects of thesf' Provinces, tho' as before stated, the Ameri­
can States have renoullccd by the Treaty, for ever, any liberty 
heretofore e~ljoyeJ or claimed by the Inhabitants thereof to take, 
cure, &c. '''ie ~re sorry the Americans should be allo .... ed to fish iu 
any part of the G utI', yet it is far from OUf intention to scrutiuize or 
presume to fathom the causes which have occasioned IIis Majesty's 
(;overnnlent to allow them such generous bounds, from Cape Ray" 
&t: as above noted; but we mo~t eamestly entreat' that His Ma­
je,ly's Government would oblige the Americans to ke2p within the 
limit:; allowed them by Treaty-it is grievous to every British sub­
jed, \\ ho reflects for a moment, that it the Americans (who are 0[1' 

the progrebsive, ill every re"peet) continue the Cod-Fishery, as they 
have <:one of late, the Blitish Mercbant I'rt(J'~l"ed in that still e:.-

, ~" 
1enSlve aBd valuable biancli. of trade, \\ ill be obliged to abandoll 
it: and tilat tiJcrtby it will' fall to the lot of the Americans,' to' the, 
,reut prt:judice of thousands of His Maj~sty's faithful aud loyal- sub" 
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jects, and also to the prejudice of His Majesty., Governmrnt, by 
less6ning the Revenue, and destroyin~ that hi:.!ldy priz{'d alld valua­
ble nursery for hardy seamen: on these TuillS the ,\mericalls would 
build a magnificent, commercial and political edill,e. \re humhly 
submit the above to your consi<leration, anll have the houour to be 
with the most profouud respect, &c. &c. 

(Signed) C. ROBIN & Co. 
Paspehiac, 4th September 1822. 
The Committee then caused to be read an f''ltract of a {'on"en· 

tinn, conclurled between lhs ~L.tjesty the Kin~ of the Ullited 
Kingdom of Gre,]t Britain and ireland, and the United States of 
America, dated London, the 20th October 1818. 

ARTICLE L-\Yhereas fliifer{'I1CeS have arisen respecting the 
liberty claimed by the Unitrd States, for the Illhabitants thereof, 
to tak'3; dry and cure fish, on certain Coasts, Bays, Harbours aud 
Creeks, of His Britaunic l\lajesty's Dominions, in America, it is 
agreed between the high contracting pJrties, that thp, Inhabitants of 
the said United States, shall have, in common with the suhjects of 
His Britannic Maje,ty, the liberty to take fish of every kind, on 
that part of the Southnn Coast of Newfoundland, which extends 
from Cape Ray to the Rameau I sland~, on the \Vestern and ~ orth­
ern Coast of Newfoundland, from the said Cape Ray to the Quirpon 
Islauds, on the shores of the j\Iagdalt~n Islands, and aho on the 
Coasts, Bays, Harbours or Creeks, from Mount J oly, on the 
Southern Coast of L:lbrador, to and through the Str:lits of Belisle, 
and thence Northwesterly, indefinitely along the Coast, without 
prejudice, however, to any of the exclilsive rights of the Hudson's 
Bay Company: And that the American Fishermen sh:,lll also, have 
liberty, for ever, to dry and cure fish in any of the unsettled Bays, 
harbours or creeks, of the Southern part of the Coast of N ewfoulld­
laud, here-above described, am} on the Coast of Labrador; but so 
soon as the same, or auy portion thereof shall be settled, it shall 
not be lawful for the said fishermen to dry or cure fish at such portioll 
settled, without previous agreement for such purpose with the 
Inhabitants, proprietors or possessors of the ground. And the 
Uuited States hereby renounce for ever, any liberty heretofore en~ 
joyed or claim~d by the Inhabitants thereof, to take, dry or cure 
fish, on or within three Marine Miles of any of the Coasts, Bays, 
Creeks or Harbours of His Britannic Majesty's Dominions, in 
America, not included in the above-mentioned limit,. Provided 
however, that the American fishermen shall be admitted to enter 
such Bays or Harbours, for the purpose of shelter and of repairing 
damages therein, of purchasing wood and of obtaining water, and 
for no other purposes whatever. But they shall be under such re­
strictions as may be necessary to prevent their takiug, drying or 
curing fish therein, or in any other manner whatever abusing the 
privileges hereby reserved to them. 

The Chairman laid before the Commillee the following Returnfi'om the Custom­
HOlise, transmitterl to tlte [louse, on tile 10th Instant, by order of His Excellen-
ell tile Governor in C/!ipf, E 



PORT OF QUEBEC. 

A RETURN qfthe Importatiall qf Fish brought_from the British Colonies in America into :/tis 
Province, during the last three years, viz.-181l0, 18~n ~' 1822. 

II -11--- II MACKEREL 
SALMON. COD-FISH. TROUT. {;APLIN. IIERRTNGS. & II GREEN AND 

A 
PICKLED Fl,H. 

LEWIVES. 

YEAR. I I I I 
Tierces. Barrels. II Casks. Cwts. Barrels. II Barrels. II Barrels.: Boxes. ::~rrels, II Casks. I Draugh~s. 
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1821 
.822 

901 
368 
805 

2074 

441 
438 
360 

2 
180 
112 

936 
3795 
7539 

1239 r~112'270 Ii 

CUSToftt.HoUSE, Quebec, 5th February 1823. 
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28 
56 

88 

24 
42 

153 

219 

158 
210 
608 

158 ,1----:-8-
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FRIDAY, 21st February 1823. 

Mr. TASCHEREAU in the Chair. 

Mr. Pierre Doucet appeared. 
Q. Do you know the Magdalen Islands? 
A. Yes. 
Q. 'Yhat kinds of fisheries are carried on there? 
A. The Herring, Seal and Cod Fisheries; formerly the Sea-Cow 

fishery was carried 011 there, but it is entirely destroyed. 
Q. Whither are the several kinds of fish exported? 
A. Great part of the Cod to Halifax allu New- Brullswick, and one 

third to Quebec; the Herring to the West Indies and New Bruns­
wick, aud the Seal Oil is brought to Quebec. 

Q. Do the Inhabitants complain of any abuses and of a want of 
Regulations for the Fisheries? 

A. Yes: they complain that the Americans and the French come 
too close to fish, too near the land, and that those Fishermen, the 
French especially, throw the {llral of the Cod-fish on the Fishery 
Grounds instead of throwing it into deep water, which destroys the 
Fish. 

Q. What Regulations do you suggest? 
A. It would be necessary there should be an armed Schooner for 

the protection of our Fisheries, and to enforce the Regulations which 
might be made. 

Q. What would be the expense of such a Schooner, and what 
would be the annual expense of supporting it? 

A. About eighteen hundred pounds for a Schooner; and to equIp 
the vessel, there would be required at least twenty-four men be­
sides officers, which, for seven months, would cost about a thousand 
pounds, victualling included. 

MONDA Y, 24th February 1823. 

PRESENT-Messrs. Taschereau, Quirouet, Tachf:, M'Callum, E. C. 
Lagueux and Davidson. 

Mr. TASCHEREAU in the Chair. 

Your Committee are of opinion that, from the foregoing evidence, 
the state of the fisheries, and of the trade in fish from this Province,. 
may be sufficiently understood to enable the Hoose to form a just 
idea of the importance of the subject entrusted to your Committee, 
and of the urgency of Legislative interference to rescue from im­
pending ruin a neglected thQugh most profitable branch of the Pro­
vincial Trade, with Europe, the West Indies and South America. 

It appears to your Committee that the pritlcipal fisheries in this 
Province are the Whale, the Porpoise, the Seal, the Cod, the Sal­
mon and the Herring fisheries; Mackerel and Shad have hitherto 
been taken in such small quantities as to be of little account. 

E2 
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The Wbale fisheries are chiefly carried on i.. [he Gulph nnd Rive] 

St. L:nvrenCf', as far up as G rern Island. The Seal fishery is prin. 
cipally carri,·l1 on 011 the X orth Shore of the St. Lawrence, anu at th~ 
Magdalen ls!ands. The Cod fisheries (not incluuing those of the 
Bank,;) are carried on at Gaspe and the Bay of Chaleurs to a greaj 
""tellt, and along the Banks of the St. Lawrence within the Inferiol 
Di<;trirt of Gaspe, and upwards, on the same shore, to Great and 
Little Mitis, as well as at some places lower down than the Seven 
!,Iands, on the North Shore, and at the Magdalen Islands. The 
principal Salmon fishery is at the River Ristigouche, at the head of 
the /3ay des Chaleurs; there are others in the dilferent Rivers fal. 
ling into the Days of Chaleurs and Gaspe, and at most of the Rivers 
from thence up along the St. L:nvrcnce to the South River, which 
empties into the St. Lawrence at St. Thomas, on the South Shore; 
and on the ~ orth Shore, from ~,Ialbaie downwards, at every consi. 
derable river. The lJerring fishery is carried on throughout the 
District of G~S[le, and along the South Shore of the :It. Lawrence as 
far up as Kamollraska, and at the Magdelen Islands. That of the 
Porpoise is chietiy in the River St. Lawrence, between the River 
Ouplle and the River du Loup, and at ;',1urray D~y, or thereabout. 

Thf' places to which the fish are for the most part exported, are 
as fol1o\\ 5: 

Cod-fish to Europe and the ·West Indies, a part to the United. 
States, by the Inland Navigation, and to Upper-Canada. 

Salmon is exporttd principally to .Europe and the West Indies. 
Hf'rring also to the "'est Indies. A great part of the product 
of these fisheries is consumed in the different parts of the 
Province, including the Eastern Townships. The Oils are chiefly 
consumed in this Province, the Exports being very inconsiderable. 
Cod. fish is also brought into this Province from New-Brunswick, 
Newfoundland, the Labrador, and sometimes from Nova.Scotia. 

These fisheries (the ·Whale fisheries excepted, which are of recent 
date, and, with a little encouragement from the Legislature, might 
become of great importance to the export Trade) were much 
more considerablt' and successful formerly than at preseI\t; their fal­
ling of,f may be attributed to the followiug, among other causes: 

1st. The great destruction of fish, resulting from the want of suf. 
ficif'ut regulations, and the disregard shown to the existing Laws, 
and to Treaties actually in force. 

2dly. To the inattention to the fisheries, principally arising from 
the discredit of our fish iu fon'ign markets, owing to the total want 
of regulations, with respect to inspection previous to their shipment; 
in conspquence of which fish of all qualities are indiscriminately seut 
abroad without controul. 

Your Committee have satisfactorily ascertained that the commerce 
in fish is susceptible of great extension, and may become one of 
the most considerable and profitable branches of the trade of this 
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Province, anll that new fisheries might be establisliJd to advanta~c 
in many places hitherto overlooked or neglected, along the South 
and North Shorps of the St. Lawrence, if suitable encouragement 
were given for the purpose. 

To promote this desirable object your Committee report and re­
commend as follows 1 viz. 

First.---The Bill for regulating the fisheries in the Inferior Dis­
trict of Gaspe, as amended, containing regulations to prevent the 
wasteful and unnecessary destruction oflish, particularly of Salmon. 

2dl y .-- -That His Majesty's Government be most earnestly en­
treated to adopt speedy and effectual measures to oblige Citizpns of 
the United States, and the Subjects of His Most Christian Majesty 
the King of Fr::tnce, fishing in the Gulph, to respect and conform 
to Treaties, as far as the same relate to the boundaries assigned 
them, respectively, for carrying on the fisheries in the GUlph St. 
LaWl'fnCe, and if possible to prevent their throwing the offal or 
gurry of the fish upon the fishing banks, a practice alike pernicious 
to the interests of the people and of the three Nations concerned ill 
the Gulph fisheries. 

3dly. That at the special request of several Merchants of Quebec, 
inter.2sted in the fisheries and in the exportation of fish, Inspectors 
be appointed at Quebec and Montreal, in virtue of an Actof the Lpgis­
lature to be passea for that purpose, and that all fish intenued for 
exportation be duly inspected, culled and branded previous to ship­
ment, and that for these purposes a separate Bill be passed. Your 
Committee Report herewith the draught of a Bill prepared for that 
purpose by their d irectiolls. 

4thly. That a moderate premium or bounty be allowed upon the 
exportation of fish, and that a drawback be allowed upon Salt to be 
used and consumed at the fisheries actually established or that might 
hereafter be established in any part or parts of the Counties of Corn­
wallis or Northumberland, above the limits heretofore by Law fixed, 
authorizing a Drawback on Salt, and that this be also provided for by 
a separate Bill, of which your Committee also report a dr.tught 
prepared by their directions. 

5thly. That a Drawback of the duty of two ana a half per cent, 
imposed by the Act 5:3,[ Geo. III. cap. lith, be allowed on all fish­
ing materials going from Quebec or Montreal for the use of the fish­
eries in the said Inferior District of Gaspe, or in the Counties of 
Cornwallis or Northumberland, and that ftshing materials, whell 
imported into the said Inferior District, directly from the United 
Kingdom, for the use of the fisheries in that District, be exempted 
from the duty aforesaid, and th[lt this be also provided for by a se­
parate Bill. Your Committee also report the draught of a Bill for 
this purpose, prepared by their directions. 

The diminution which the Revenues of the Province might expe­
rience, by adopting these measures which your Committee think it 
their duty to recommend, would be trifling ill amount, and, con-
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hasted with the beneficial results it must produce, your Committe~ 
are of opinion that it is scarcely possible to devise means by whicl 
an eq-ual 5tlm could be employed to better purpose. The Legisla 
tnre owe it to the hardy and enterprising men engaged in our fish 
eries, and whose toil and industry are intimately connected with th~ 
commercial prosperity of the Provin ce, to afford every succour, how. 
ever small, that may tend to their comfort and encouragement. T( 
know even that they a,e objects of the solicitude of the Legislature 
must in itself have a tendency to promote the fisheries, by stimulat. 
ing the perseverance and cheering the hopes of that useful class 0: 
men. 

Your Committee also recommend to the attention of the Hous( 
the great and serious inconvenience felt by the Coasting Trade, ir 
the grievous cbalges exacted at the Custom House on Tessels sailing 
from Quebec for that purpose, as appears by the evidence offered tu 
your Committee by Merchauts of respectability of Quebec, and 
which appear to your Committee to be such as almost~to amount to a 
prohibition to navigate small craft, or vessels of the size and tonnage 
in which the coasting trade is, and only can be, conveniently carried 
on. This your Committee are of opinion might be remedied by an 
Address to His Excellency the Governor in Chief, requesting that 
His Excellency will be graciously pleased to take such measures as 
may remove tile grievance complained of. 

ORDERED, That the Chairman do leave the Chair, and report. 

The whole, nevertheless, respectfully submitted. 

J. T. TASCHEREAU, 

Chairman. 
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