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PROCEEDINGS

GENERAL COURT MARTIAT,
&e. &e.

Salopian Coffee-House, February ¢, 1792,

& TR -~ understand  that an accusation of seventeen charges, pre-

ferr=d by th-late Serjeant Major of the g4th regiment, against
me as Commanding Officer of the regiment while in Amorica, has
been Jaid before the Sccictary at War, and by him presented to his
Mejesty. \
1 have been further informed that several of the charzes thus ex-
hibited against me have been suppressed.

With submission to you, ¥ think the whole, and not a part of those
charges, as far as they velate to me, ought (o be broughe firward, as
they will zltogether evidently shew the il fouaded motives upon
which the accuser grounds his accusation,

I have the honour to b, &c. Ricvann Powrre,

SirC. Gould. Ceptain 54 b Reg.ment,

Friday Nirht, 1oth February, 1792,

Sin—Tt may not, I presume, be unkrown to you how ind spensably
my whole time has been employeld this week. and my not Laving re.
turned an answer to vour letter, will not therefore have heen imputed
to inattentinn.  With respocrto the contents of thas letter, I have
now only to sav, that the point in question by o means depends
upon the Jud e A 'vocaie-General.  The Secrctary at War, it s
true, does me the honour, rometimes, of axking wv opinicn; which,
a3 becomes me, 1 givehim freely and honestiv: but I have nu:h:ng to
do with it officially in t at stage of the businers.  Such churses as
ave contained in the King’s warnont it is my doty to lay before the
Court-Martial when couvened, wicther they accord with my privats
sentimients or not. - F ¢o not,-however, wish to make a sceret of ny
opinion. [ cert inly do think thit tie s iding such a \'m‘isfy of
charges, total y distinct in theiy nature, to be trica all togcther, way
be very iuconvenien ,-and is moreovir opea to much objzction,

T uiderstund from your le ter that your wis1is tn cpposition to
this, 1 am sorry forir; suchis mv decided op:nion, Id uo m-an
by this that any charge should be suppressed.  If, after d sposing of
some of the principal, it shall apprar 10 answerany purpos: of j .suce,.

1 thisk the othersshould beinvestigated alss. Tam, «c, e
Capt. Powecil, of the sath Regiment. Cuarres Govwp,.

Horse-Guarda,sTvesday Evening, 215 Feb, 1792,
Sir—I have chis moment received yoor letter of this day's dure, 1
was bup:iul 1 bad before explained (1 eortaindy meant to do so) 1hat
ro part of the bu loess, concerniing v.'}u'-':n youale r:n:u_rai.y anxious,
depends upon me, until the King”s warraat comes to my hands; which
is nut the case ; and I bave reason to beliove it has not yet recarved his
Majesty’s signature,
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When the warrant is trarismitted to me, it will be my duty, assoon
as converiently may be, to state to the parties concerned the import
of the charges therein recited, and to inquire from them what wit-
nesses may be necessary to be officially summoned for proving or for
repelling the charges ; and after receiving an answer trom them re-
spectively, then, and not till then, the place of the court’s assembling,
and the probable time, will be fixed, .

T trust you will' give me credit for attending to and expediting this
bu:iness whenever it comxs before me, as far as vaiious other official
busincss, which at this time presses, will admit, I am, &c,

Captain Powell. —_— Cuanrres Gouwp.

Harse-Guards, 23d Feb. 1792,

Sir—Having now received his Msjesty’s warrant for convening a
General Court-Martial for yeur trial, and also for the trial of Lieute-
pants Seton ard Hall, of the §4th regiment of foot, I take the carliest
opportunity of sending you a copy of the charges which respect you,
and desire you will, as soou as convenient, inform me if there are any
withesses whom you wish to be officially summoaned.

When I shall have been favoured with your answer, and shall have
received an answer o the like question from the officers above named,
as also from the person who has preferred the charges, I shall be able
to form a judgment respecting the place, and probable time of the
court’s being assembled. T have the honour to ke, Sir,

Your most obedient, and most humbleservant, .

Captain Richard Powell, CHarLES GoULD.
of the 54th Regiment of Foot,

Horse-Guards, 23d Teb. 1792,

Sir—Having received his Majesty’s warrant for conva:ning a Court-
Martial for your trial, and also for the trials of Captain Powell _ax_xd
Licutenant Hall, of the s4th regiment of foot, upon charges exhibit-
ed against you and them respectively, 1 take the earliest opportunity
of sendiug vou 2 copy of those charges which respect you, and am
10 desire,if there are any witnesses whom you w1sh. to be 9ﬂic1311y
summoned as material for your defence, that you will transmit to me

their names and address. 1 am,VSir,
Your most obedicat, and most humble setvant,
N M l
Lieut. Christopher Seton, CrARLES GovuLp,

of the 54th Regiment of Foot. - .

- Horse-Guards, 23d Feb. 1792.
Sir—Having received his Majesty’s warrant for convening a Court-
Martial for your trial, and also tor the trials of Captain Powell and
Lieatenant Seton, of the §4th regiment cf fost, upon charges exhi-
bited against you and them respectively, I take the earliest opportu-
nity of sending you a copy of those charges which respect you; and
am to desive if there are any witnesse# whom you wish to be oflicially

summoned as material for your defence, that you will trausmit theix

names and address, 1 am, Sir,
Your maost obedient, aud most humble servant,
Lieutenant John Hall. of the Cuanres Gours.

54th Regimcntyf Foot,
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. ) Horse-Guards, 234 Feb. 1792,

S1r—Having received his Majesty’s warrant for convening a Ge
neral Court-Martial for the trials of Captain Richard Powell, and
Licutenants Christopher Seton and John Hall, of the gath regiment
of feot, upon several charges, which I am given to understand have
been preferred by you against those officers respectively, as specified
in the paper hereunto annexed, I am to desire you will inform me
whether there are any witnesses necessary to prove those charges,
whom you wish to be officially summoned.

When I shall have received your answer, and the answers of the
officers to be tried to the like question, I shall be enabled to form a
judgment of the probable time of the court’s meeting, which is pro-
posed to be holden at Portsmouth or at Hilsea barracks.

I am, Sir, your humble servant, Cunarres Gouro,

Mr. William Cobbertt, late Judge-Advocate.General.
Serjeant-Mijor of the 54th Re-
giment of Foct, No, —, Felix-
street, Lambeth,

) Horse-Guards, 23d Feb. 1792,

Sir —I take the earliest opportunity of acquainting you, that his
Majesty has signed a warraat, by which you are appointed Presideat
of a General Court-Martial, which is propo-ed to be holdenat Porte-
mouth, for the trial of three officers of the g4th regiment of foot,
upon sundry articles of charge which have been exhibited against them,
I shall take care that you have convenient notice, when a day can be
fixed for the meeting of the Court-Martial, and wili also send you a
copy of the respective charges. The present intimation is intended
only to apprize you of the intention, that you may not, from want of
knowing it, remove to a distance from Portsmouth less convenient
than Chichester.

Can you have the goodness to recommend a proper person to assist
as Judge Advocate upon the occasion, and who may be acceptable te

ou ? I have the honour to be, Sir,
Y ¢

Your most obedient, and most humble servant,
Major-Geneial Crosbie, at Chichester. CuarrLes GovLb,

To Sir Charles Gould, Judge- Advocate-General.

Sir—~—I am honoured with youe lerter, dated Horse-uards, 23d
February, 1792, with part of my charges against Captain Powell,
and Lieutenants Seton and Hall, of the 54th regiment.

I should bere inscrt the names of the witnesses T vish to be official-
ly summoned ; but the very unexpectea and clarming circumstance of
its being proposed to hold tae Court-Martial at Portsmouth or Hit.
sea, prevents me from doing this at prescnt. ) ) ‘

I have placed myself in iondon, sir, and hdve continned here ever
since the 26th December last, for no other purpose than the prose-
cution of this affair; never imagining it possible that charges of such
importance, and such general concein, would be invesugated any
where ¢lse; and as it certainly is not his Majesty’s desire ro embare
rass those who come forward in a public action, and appeal fo his jus-
tice, I hope, upon reconsideration of the matter, the court wiil be
ordered to assemble in London,
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T have ro other views, Sir, in this undertaliing, than such as arice
from a desire to render my courtry, aud the army, a service ; and
being well coi vrced of the geodness of my canse, all T wish foris a
fair and importidl vizl. But this 1 freely declare T cannot expect at
Porismouth or [ lzu: there the regiment is quarte ed, there the ac-
cused must have formud conocctious, ard hiere all the witnesses T
mav cal’ upon vl be totzlly in their power. 1 certainly am ewmirled
to his n alesty’s protection on this occasion.  In London 1 siould
think mysf perfectly sufe, and shiouid aive my evidence without
fear At Po.smenh 1 shall be a tricrdioss unsapported individualy
surrotnded with an host of eneaie, a.d I should look upon my life as
betar in danger,

1 thercfore A+ ivey Sir, you will he pleased to submit to his Majesty
my humble requesr, that the Quurt-Mart:al, for the 1rial of Captain
Po-eli, ard L curen.uts Seton aud Hall, of the 54th regiment, may
be held in Lion o, :

1f it be impro er, Sir, for you to lay my request before hizs Ma-
jesty, 1 beg you may inform me of it as soon as may be coavenient, in
order that I may aopty through another channd.

When I shall tcecive information, that this my request has been
submitted to the King and shall hear his Majesty’s @inal derermina-.
tion, I chall iminedia.ly s ud you the nimes of my witnesses.

i I'am with the greatest respeet, &c.
London, zgth Feb. 1792, Witriar CoBBETT.

Horse-Guards, 28th Feb. 1792,
Sir—1 take the first opportunicy of acyuainting you that from am
earnest represcntation from the prosecutor there is reason to believe
that the Cowt-Martie] of which yoa arc appointed to be presidenr,
and whireo!f | apprised vou in a former lettei, will be held in London
in wh ch case I stail endeavour to give my personal attendance as
Judge-Adv. cate.
As soon as | shall hove an opportunity of receiving his Mujesty’s
further comimands, I shall rrouble you apain upon this subject,
- 1 hevethe hono 1 to be, Siry your very faithisel and obedient servant,
Major General Crosbiz, Crarres GouLo..

Eorse-Guards, 28th I'eb. 17g2.
Sir—1T was favoured with your letter, by ye terday’s post, in answer
to mine, whercin I asked whether you wished any persons to be suma
_moned by me, Itis otat ah nceesrary that you should furnish me with
alist of such wone.ses, for whoem you do not think an official letter of
summen: wit be r quisite. It was in contemplation to assemble the
Coure-Muual, either at Portsmouth or_at Hilsca Barracks ; but the
prosecutor 1~ urcent that the trial should be had in London, and has
cficred some reasons which it will be my duty to lay Before the King,
If you wk favour me with ary obervations respecting those articles”
of crarge which appear to you to be too general, tor enabling you o
arrange your detrace, I will write to the prosecutor, and endeavour
to obtzin from him such specification- as may enable -you to form a
competent judgment with respect to the witnesses, upon whoem it
may be necessary for you to call, as it may be very inconvenient s
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well to you as to the Court-Martial, to have their proceedings inter-
rupted and staged by reason of the absence of material witnesses.
1 have the honour to be, Sir,
Your most obedient, and most humble servant,
Captain Powell, Cuarces Gourp.

Portsmouth Barracks, 1st March, 1792.

Sir—T am favoured with yours of yesterday’s date, and you’ll for-
give me expressing my surprizeat the proszcutor’s wishing the Couri-
Martial to be held in London, 1 cannot conceive what sufficient
reason he can assign, all evidence which I imagine he or we can call
upon, being with the regiment. For our part we find it will be ne-
cussary to call upon almast every officer, non-commissioned officer and
private, who came homé with us fiom America, so you must consi-
der tlie expence aud Inconvenience attending so many people travel-
ling ata distance from the regiment.  We are soldiers ot fortune, but
not mien of foriune, and the expence attendin such a measure may
prove very fatal to our circumstances.  You are pleased to request my
obsérvations on the articlgs of charge which appear to be too ge-
netal, ,

I submit to you if we should not be furnished with the names of
the men whom the first and sccond charges accuse us of falsely and
_improperly mustering, 1 am accused of misapplying work-moncy
earned by the non commissioned officers and mer. I would wish to
kaow the particular misapplication slluded to. Such is the nature of
the above and the othier charges, that in the comse of the defenceandin
justification of their honours and characters, it may be necessary to call
vpor scveral witnesses who at ?:rcsent do not occur to us, but as they
willall be on the spot, if the Court-Martial is held in the vicinity of
the. regiment, there can be no interruption to the proceedings, which
would anavoidably be the case, if it was held at a distance from this.

’ 1 have the honour to be, &c. Ricrarp PowrLt.

P. S. Mr, Hall, the Adjutant, is accused of making unlawful de=
ductions from the men. He would wish those to be particularly
specified. )
Sir Charles Gould, Judge-Advocate-General.

O ——

. Horse-Guards, zd March, 1792,

Str—TI have judged it necessary to make the defendants Caprain
Powell and Licutenants Seton and Hall acquainted with your earnest
request that the Court-Martial should be held in London, whick
they ‘very strongly deprecate ; Captain Powell in particular, who
states the great inconvenience and expence which will attend the
calling of many witnesscs that miay be indispensably necessary for
his déefence, from Portsmouth, where the regiment is at present
stationed, to' London. He-addsalso several particolars which he
wishes to be particularly stated previous to thé trial, and which you’
will find recited in the inclosed extract from hislétter. T must con.
fess it appears to Ine not anireasonable” that he'shoald be furnished
with a specification of these particulars before the trial, thaf no ig-
terruption may be given to the proceedings by the absence of ne.
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cessary witnesses ; and if the Court-Martial should be held at a
distance from the regiment,the specification of the instances intended
to be produced in evidence, will, for that reason, be particularly de-
sirable. I am, Sir, your most obedient, humble servant,
v Crarres Govutp.

P, S. Any particulars you may furnish me with, I will take careto
transmit to Captain Powell, and Lieutenants Seton and Hall.

Mr, William Cobbett.

To Sir Charles Gould, Judge-Advocate General., ]

Sir,—1 have received your letter of the 2l instant, and had I
becen m town when it arrived, I should have answercd it imme-
diately.

I have considered of what Captain Powell says concerning being
furnishcd with a specification of particulars; but, Sir, unless his
Majesty shallannul his warrant and require me to frame my charges
anew, I am persuaded Captain Powell will find it a very difficult
matter to getany such specification from me. I am sorry, Sir, I
am obliged to differ from you in opinion upon this point; I sup-
pose it is because I am better acquainted with the characters of the
accused than you are. You zhink they wish to be previously fur-
nished with further particulars, that they may be enabled to make
their innocence appear. Whereas the fact is exactly the contrary :
itis for the purpose of being enabled 7o hide their guilt.

I am glad to observe, Sir, that you do not sccin to coincide with
them in opinion concerning the place for assembling the court. [n-
convenience and expence in bringing up the witnesses is certainly a
mostingenious objection! Indecd itmay bring a littleinconvenience
and expencc upon the publicans on whom the witnesses are quar-
tered in their march, but I can not see how it can bring either upon
any body else. I kuow extremely well what Captain Powell
wishes the court to be held in Portsmouth for ; and his cagerness
for it is a sufficient argument agaiost it, if there were no other. - It
has quite confirmed me in the opinion that I can expect no justice at
Portsmouth or Hilsea barracks, and that I ought not to go to
either on any consideration, unless his Majesty, after kaving my
request fully and fairly submitted to him, shall positively require it.

I must beg leave, Sir, once more to request that you will be
pleased to lay my representation of this matter beforc the King
and that as soon as possible. o G

. 1 am with the greatest respest, &c.
London, 4th March, 1792. Wirtciam CoBzerT.

i -Horse Guards, 8th March, 1792.
Sir,—TI am sorry to acquaint you, because I know you wish it
otherwise, that his Majesty judges it to be most proper, all cir-
cumstances considered, that the Court Martial should be held here
for your trial, and the trials of Lieutenant Seton and Hall. The
Secretary at War will probably have made you acquainted with the
same; but lest his time should not have admitted of ity I trouble
k]
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you with this short letter, that you may have as early notice of it
as possible.
I have the honour to be, Sir,
Your most obedient humble servant,
- Cuarres Goutp.
Horse Guards, 9th March, 1792.

Sir,—As the time pressed when I wrole yesterday, 1 could only
make you acguainted with his Majesty’s determination respecting
the place where the Court Martial should be held for your trial, of
which, though contrary to your wish and representation, I ima.
gined you would be desirous of receiving carly informatis ,

I did not fail to apply to Mr. Cobbett for a specification of para
ticulars mentioned in your letter to me of the 1st instant, as mate«
rial towards your defence. e has objectious to it, and refuses to
furnish it. I am not disposed to enter into any argumentation
with him upon the subjtct, rather choosing not to inquire more
concerning the business in question, than the charges themselves
poiut out unul the time of trial.

I do not at present know of any circumstance which may pre-
vent a Court Martial being convened for this pirpose, as soon as
cerlain trials now depending shall have bcen finally disposed of.
T should guess it might be convencd on the 22d or 23d of this
month. I have the honour to be, Sir,

Your most obedient huuble servant,
Cuarnes Govurp,

P.5. May I beg the favour of you to make the purport of this
letter known to Lieatenants Scton and Hall.

Captain Powell.

Judge- Advocate General’s Office, Horse Guards, 9th March, 1792.

Sin,— I have now to acquaint you, that [ have had the honour
of laying before the King the representation set forth in your
letter to me of the 25th of last month, and that a general Court
Martial will be held here for investigating the charges stated in his
Majesty’s warrant (of which I before gave you notice) against
Captain Powell and Lieutenants Seton and Hall of the 54th
regiment, assoon as conveniently may be, after some trials, which
are now pendm shall have been concluded.

If there are any witnesses for whom you think an official sum-
mons may be necessary, you will make applimtion to me for the
purpose ; otherwise it is not necessary, nor is it my desire, that
you should furnish me with a list of them.

As to the specification of particulars. which Captain Powell re-
presented to me to be material for his defence, and which I com--
municated to you,. because it appeared fo me to be what in justice
he might reasonably expect, I shali not enter into a discussion with
you upon the subject; I have donc my duty, and no more than my
duty in making the same known to you. I certainly do wish (as
you suggest) that the defendants should be enabled to make their
innocence appear ; but with regard to their acquittal or conviction,
I have no other wish or prunmptxon, than I must entertain with
regard to every person accused, until he is proved to be guilty.

Captain Powell,
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I don’t know that I ever saw either of the three genilemen, nor
am i acquainted with the connections of either of them.
I an, Sir, your most humble servant,
Mr, Williain Cobbett. ) Cuarres Gourp.

To 4ir Charles Gould, Judge-Advocate General.

Srr,—1 am happy to uaderstand by your letter of the 9th inst.
that my trque-t is granted. . 1 am uow upon a fair footing, and
hiee a full av-nrance that the cause I espouse will meet with a
“decisicafomided in justice.

Thetmost momenious part of my evidence, &ir, will consist of
hooks and papers, gome of which L must apply to you to demand
from the proper viicers. Thescare, Sir, 1st, all the muster rolls of
the H1th resiment, from June 1787 to June 1701 ; 2diy, all the
annna! certified accounts of that regiment for the same period;
30y, all the distribution accounts for that period 5 Jthly, clothing
retirns for the years 1789, 00, and 91, with clothing certificates
for the samc ycars; Sthly, two lists of the noua-commissioned
ofiecrs and men who were paid for the clothing of 1789 and 1790,
sizued by Capiain Powell i (the agent for the regiment can pro-
duce all these papers, escept the rveview returns and the muster
rolls,) Gthly, all the regimental and companies, ho ks containing
accounts from Ist September 1787 to 1st October 1701, By the
regimental book, I mecan the review bouk, the description book,
the register of anpoinfed and, rednced, &c. non-commissioned
ollivers, the monthly veiurn book, the orderly booll, the disiribu.
tion and annual account book, the abstract book, the two monthly
state books, anid thequarter-master’s book. By companies’, books,
I mean the books of every company ir the regiment, where the par-
ticular accounts of the non-commissioned officers and men are kept.

It will be necessary for the present and the former agent for the
regiment to attend the court as witnesses; and there is, Sirya
Ber. Jacob Rizryes (an out-pensioner) whom I would wish to have
called up as a winess for the crown.  Jle lives at Colonel Cros-
bie’s, atsunning Hil, Lerks,  He is ‘a” very principal witness ;
and { would be ghut to be Informed by you as soon as convenient,
whether 1is not buing an effective soldicr exempts him from being
obliged to atiend your summens; becduse in that ecase 1 wil)
endeavour to preval on him to attend ; but I should be glad to be
informed by you, whether if this should be the case, I inay. assurg
him of having his expenees on account of his attendance defrayed :
as it is most likely he would not leave his home without such an
assuprance.

The names of the witnesses from the regiment, Sir, I shall send:
you as soon as I know the day of trial: and my reason for not
duing it Mow, is, that T shall perhaps thereby expose the poor
fellows to the myost uumerciful of treatment, a thing that nothing
could prevail en me to do.  The strenuousness with which I have
every reason to believe the commanting offic.r of the regiment
esponses the cause of the acensed afficers will, I hope, Sir, justify
tis caution, = o

'
1
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T take this opportunity, Sir, of informing you, that T shall think
it my duty to point out to you as persons not proper to sit on this
Court Martial, any officers lelonging to vegiments that have
served lutely in British Norih Smcrica, those of the 5Ttk reciment
in particulur. I can give very particular and substantiul reasons
for this, hut I trust you will render that aunecessary, as it would
undoubtedly be very unpleasant. -

Give me leave, Sir, to trouble you a moment in reply to the latter
part of your letter.  Sir, I had not the least reason to suppose that
a person of your exalted rank could be swayed by a natural partiality
towa-ds men who stand accused of svch hemnous crimes; bat having
good reason to believe that every method bad been taken to repre-
sent my accusation as malicious and groundless ; and fearing that your
mind had received the ill-impression, I felt myself a good deal hurt,
and thought it incumbent on me to act as became an honest than in
the cause of justize’ .

If myaccusation #s without foundation, the authors of cruelty have
not yet devised the tortures T ought to endure.  Hell itself, as paint-

- ed by tae most fiery bigot, would be too mild a punishment for me!

I come forwasd, Sir, in this business with the best grace that can
possibly accompany a man’s actions: if I were not slways a stcady
asserter of the so'dier’s rights; if I were not alwaysan opposer of the
depredations or the sollicr and the public, and if my practice did not
always agree with my profcss:on, if any man can prove that I ever
cheated him of a farthing, or ever winked ot such praciices in any one
cdlse, I will say that Tam avillain, and thatthe officers that I accuse are
good and virtuous men. I am, Vith the grestest rerpect, &c.
London, 11th March, 1752, Witriam CoszerT,

Forse.Guards, 15th Barch, 1702,

Sir,—Having understocd it to be your wi by, that an invcstigation
of the charges exhibited against you should take place, as soon as
possible, and having reason to suppose the attendancs of the necessary
witnesses may be had upon asiort notice, I purpose toconvene a Ge-
néral Court-Martial here for your trial, as also for the trials ot Licuts,
Seton and Hall, upoa Iiday in the next week, th- 23d instant, or oa”
Saturday at the latest, Thave the honour to be, Sir,

Your mao-t obedient humble servauat, Cuarces GovuLo,

Capt. Richard Powell, g3th Regiment of Foot.

Horse-Guards, r5th Warch, 1792,

Si1r,—Having understood it to be your wish that an investigation’
of the charges exhibiced agaiust you should tak = place as scon as pos.
sible, and having reason to suppose that the attendance of the ncecs.
sary witnesses may be had upon a short nutice, I purpos to contue
a General Comt Martial here for your trial, as also for the Fials
of Captain Powell and Licutenant Hall, upon Friday in the neuwt-
week, the z3d instant, or on Saturday at the latesi, ' _
I have the honour to be, Sir, ycormost cbedient hunhl: arrvant,
Licut. Scton, g4th Regt, Foot. Cuarntes Gouwp.

} Hovse-Cuards, 15th March, 17g2.
Sir.—Having understood it to be your wish that an tuvestigation of
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the charves exhibited against you shonld take place assoon as possib'e,
and liaving reason to suppose that the attendance of the necessary wit-
nes-es 1.2y Fe_bad up: n a short neticey I purpose to convene a General
Court-Mart.al here for your trial, asalso for the tiials of Captdin Pow.
elland Licutenan: Scton, upon Friday in the next week, the z3d in-

stant, of on Saturday at the latest. I have the honour to be, Sir,
Your most obedien: humble servant, Cuarres GouLrp.
Licut. Hall, 54th Regt. Foot.

Horse-Geards, 15th March, 1792

Si&,—1I have to acknowledge your letter of the 11th inst. and shall
make officiul application for the production of the papers and books,
which you lLave 1epresented to be material for proving the matters of
charge against Captain Powell, Licut. Seton, and Licut. Hall, ofthe
§4th re;iment, except that you will permit me to observe, that the
production ot any books of anterior daie to the matters stated in the
charge, seems to be unnecessary, The inguiry, 1 conceive, is neither
intended by the King’s warrant for holding the Court-Martial; nor
can it, concistently with the provisions of the mutiny act, be extend-
ed to any matters more than three years antecedent to the date of the
said warrant. .

As to your question concerning Mr. Jacob Margas, I cannot en-
tertain a doubt of his giving his attendance pursuaut to a letter of
summons ; but with regard to government’s making allowance to
him, or to any other witness, for the expence of his attendance, Tam
not enabled to give you any assurance. [ expect the Court-Martial
will meet about Friday .n the next week, the 23d instant.

I am, Sir, your most humble scrvant, Crazrres GoulLp.
Mr., William Cobbett,

Horse-Guards, 15th March, 17g2.

My Lorp,—TI believe your Lordship was informed that his Majes-
ty had deemcd it necessary, all circumstances considered, that the in-
tended Court-Martial, for the trial of Capt. Powell, Licut. Seton,
and Lieut. Hail, of the g4th regiment. upon the charges exhibited
against them respectively by Mr. Wm. Cobbett, sheuld be held in
London, which, so far as 1espects myself personally, I had abundant
reason to wish might have been assembled at Portsmouth.

Having reason to suppose that :ll tre Witnesses necessary for sup-
‘portiig or repelling the charges can be liad upon a short notice, I
now propose to convene a General Court-Martial, the latter end of
next week, Friday the 23d, or Saturday the 24th, at the latest,

And in consequence of a formal application made to me in writing
by the prosccutor, the said William Cobbet:, stating those several
papers and books to be necessary documents, I am to request that your
Lordship will give such ordersas may ensure their production at the
trial, under the direction of the Court-Martial, of ¢ all the regimen-

"¢“tal and companies books, cortaining accounts from the 15t Sept,
1787, to the 1st October, 1791.”’~By the regimental books the pro--
secutor explained ¢ that he means the revicw-book, the discription-
*“ book, the register of appoiited and reduced, &c. noncommisioned
¢ officers, the monthly return-baok, the orderly-bogk: the distribu-
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¢ tion and annual account-beok, the abstract bagk, the two monthly
¢ state books, and the ona.=rma tes’s books 77 bj' compani:s’ booksg

-he means the bosks ot eviiy company in the regiment, where the
pariicular accounts of the nou-commissioned officers aud men are kept.
I have the honour to be, My Lord,
Your Lordship’s most faithful and moest cbedient sevva r,
M.jor Lord Edward Fitzgerald Cuarres G urp.
of the 54th Reigment of Foot.

Portsmouth, 16.h Marzh, 1792.
. Ssr—Thave to acknowledge the raceipt of your lefterof tle 15th
instant, and am much obliged to you for your politeness and attention
to me.

I shall be ready to meet my trial at the Horze-Guards on the 23d
or z4th instant, wiich ever day the Court- Martial mav be ordered to
assemble ; at least, as fw as I can at present see into tire nature of the
charges.

I hope there will »e no d-lay upon this occasion, as it is very much
my wish toavoidit. I havzthe honour tobe, &ec.

Sir Chailes Gould, Ricarp PoweLt.
Tudge Advocate General, &c. Sc. &e,

To Sir Charles Gould, Judge-Advocate General,

Srr—T agree with you that the production of any bocks of anterior
date to matters stated in the charges aie unnecessry ; and my request-
ing you to cause them to be produced, has originated in my not hav-
ing, until this minute, looked atientively at the copy of charges seat
me from your office; imagining that, as far as they went, they were
true copies of what I had givenin. Inow find, and I confess to my
astonishment, that the greatest part of my charges, under tne head
of false musters, is left out, T know the 2wuting act tolerably, but
I find nothing in it to authorize the excluding of thofe parts of my
accusation that Iallude to. I told the Secretary at War chat L could
give sufficient reasons for not making my complaint wooner, which
would most undoubtedly eatitle me to a hearing now.  Bat this I shall
not contend for at present, being as much uawilling .3 any one can be
to delay the assémbling.of thc court.

I am sorry, Sir, thatyou have not given me a more categorical an-
swer with respect to Mr, Margas. 1t I made myself understood by
my letter of the 1 1th instaut, I wished to be informed whether he was
obliged to attend your summons or not; and that in cas. he was no#
obliged, whether I might assure him of having his expences defrayed.
Yousay, bir, that you cannot entertain a doubt ot his giviag his a.ten-
dance, butyou do not tell me that he is obliged to aitend. I am left
in an uncertainiy here 5 Iam not assured that he wi// attend your sum-
mons, noram 1 impowered to re?uest hisattendance myself. 1 repeat,
that he is a very material witness for the crown, and I wish to be in.
formed, Sir, if he be obliged to attend your summons or not ; and if
not, Irequest that you will have the goodness o inform me to whom
I must apply for an assurance thai his expences will be defia ed, that
I may be cnabled to ¢k his attendance with fome probability ef ob.
taining it. 1 am with the ;reatest respeet, &c. ,

London, 16th March, 1792, Wistiam COBBLTT.
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Horce Guards, 17th March, 1592,
Sm,——I have the favour of yo r letter 'y th's day’s post, and as I
learn from it that your c*idece wili then be ready, t shall appoint
the General Court-Martial to a;s- mb'e here on this day se nnight, at
ten o’clock. Iam, Sir,, our mostobudieat hustble servaar,
Captain Poune.l Craries Gotwo.
"Lieutenani Stton. :
Lieutenant Hall

Horsa-Cluards, 17th MA.ch 1792,
My roep —In the letter whici [hadthe hu aar of . d - 38ing 1o -
your Loruship by Thur day s pos , I'menti v (paisug ke tc,rms of
the application male to me flon th: info.mant W.lism C bbett)
that some of the sorimenta’ backs, &< we.o desired, ivom 1787 ; I
have now sitished him thit ned g cin be “br ugm tpic qoestion
ant. cedens to the year 17°¢. which 1k ir croper now €0 expiIn,
I have now (o acquaint vour ford hir, that e Towvt-sdartial for
the trial of Caprain Powzil, and Licuwen s §2on and Heli wil be
summoned for Saturd:y morning ponr (this Jday s+’nnigat) at ten
owlock. I huvethe honour to Le, iy Lord, your Lurwsinp’s most
¢hedient and most huab.e servang,
Lord Edward Fitzgerald. Cuances Govurp.
~dge-Adveeaes Olice. Horse-Guards, 17th Maich, 1792,
A Generdd Cou t-Marticl being app inted to be he'd here on
Saturdey next, the 24.h ia-tant, ét ten,o’clock in the morning. for
the trii of three o‘ﬁcers of the §4:hireg meut of foot, upon se-cral
charges respect vely prefen d an st i by TIr. Wilitam Cobuoett,
late Serjeani-Major of the sal | IE’HIUC'“E; and your testi cony having
been represented by 1im as watesal upon the suld wricl, T am theres
fore to cesive )ou, and you a.e fe Lby suram- ned to give your
attendasce, in ordir 1o your bed o examined as a witness
Ciaxres Govwn, Judze Advocate General,

1t
I3

Mr. ]acob Margas,
Ticlke eLtcr, dated the zoh Miarch, to
of the 6th reglament of {uot,

Hackett, late

Torsz Cuzids, Saturday Morning, 17th TTarch; 1 9,

Sir,—It was not till the cvening that Lreccw:d s our letier of
vesrerday’s aate.

With respect to }our question conzernuig Lir. Jacob Maroas, I
supprced trat I had in wy lormer fetter given you a satisfactory
antwer; Ieerwinly meantso o de. 1 tod you that ! could not en.
tertain-a doubi’of his complying with 2 suinmouns from me. An
absolute and cargorical answer waneth:r e witl attend i iucansequence
cfmy samm: ns. 1 cannor give vou; [ can ouly presew<, that he will
do his duty. My opmlon 1(, that he and every subj.ct ia the king.
dom is equally umder an obligation to atierd and give his te umony
befure a comt marunl as if ke cause was de pmmnc befureany of the
oreinay courts of jusice. A persen wig d.ds ot belong 1o the
army certaloly 1v not punishalbl® by autaoritv of a court-martial as
far a crrtvmi-t; but it does not follow that there are not othes
means 0f gotir g at those who neglect the duty which they owe w0
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society, and by their default impede the course ofjustice: and I have
to add, that although I have had the honour of holding .the office
of Judge Advocate-izznaral some years, I do not recollect a single
instance of any witness having refused his attendance when sume
anoned ; and I cannot but suppose Mr. Margas, being in receipt of
the out-pension, would it he an additional tie and inducement to him
to give his attendrnce, if he wanted any. Bat if you sill have
2 doubt whether he will consider himselr as bound to pay attention
to such summons, 1 know not what shou'd impede your soliciting his
attendance furthe purpose of gi-ing his honest testimony concerning
any matters which may have come to his knowledgz. With regard
to an allowance for any expences which may attend his coming
to-town, 1 before intimated to you my doubts whether governm-nt
would give you any assurance of their being -allowed. The
natural appiiza.ion on that head appears to me to be to the Secretary
at War, as it secms to be a matter of contingent army expense, from
whom you may possibly not obtain the allowance looked for, but I
dare say yoa will receive a prompt and candid answer.

You acquainted me ina former letter that you should send me th;*
names of some witnesses for whom you wished to be furnished wit
an official saummons. I desire to repeat that I do not wish to know
the names of any, unless you think such summons to be requisite for
enforcing their attendance; but in case you are desirous to avail
yourself thereof, L must desire to bave early notice, not only for the
convenience of the witnesses themselves, but because L have at
present much other public buasiness upon my hands. I expect the
court-martial will bg convened on this day se’nnight, tie zgth
instant. 1 am, Sir, Your humble Servant, )

Mr. William Cobbett, . CuarrLes GovrLo.

Sir Charles Gould can mow acquaint Mr. Cobbett, that Jucob
Margas will attend the General Court-Martial as a witness.

Harse Guards, rgth March, 1792,

N,B. The foregoing Jletter and note are those which Mr,
Cobbets acknowledges to have received in his letter of the 1 gth.

To Sir Charles Gould, Judge Advocate-General.

Siz,— Yours of the 17tninstant 1 have had the honour to receive,
and, (since 1 have now your note of th's day) I have only to observe,
by way cfarswerto that part, of it of which Mr. | Margas is the sub-
je&, that I amsorry youhave had-so much trouble aboat it.

With respect to. my witnesses from the g4ta regiment, I should
have sent youa list of them on the day I received your letter, had I
not begn obliged ta alier it on account of my not having tnll.n-ow eX
amined the charges against Licotenants Seron and Hall with saffi.
cient attention. 1 now send you a list of them, Sir, and I have
reduced, the numhber as low as i possibly can, Without endangering
the proseciuioi. You will please to observe, -Sir, that- I have vow
mentioned one man, as a witness, whom I have:not mentioned before,
and who does not belang to the 54th regiment. I have made out a
list of the awke/- of the witnestes I wish to e summoned for fear of -
mistakes. e : A

LT i
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LIST OF WITNESSES.

The former Agent of Alexander Cameron Thomas Lambeth  Thomas Church

the 54th reziment. Robert Smaller Charles Rennil Abrabum Baker
The present Agentof James Moore William Divers George Norton
the 54th regiment. William Manlove  Joseph Buuyan William Dodivan
Mr. Jacob Blargas, William Philpot  John Thompson Hugh Gallacher
an ont-pensioner.  William Goshng  William Goss Rice Allen
e Hackett,late of William Cornish William Murray Owen Dunagan
the 6ih regiment of Robert Chapman  Thomas White Geovge Connell
foot, now 1n - 8t. John Jordan Robert Hewitt Richard Egleton
George’s Hospital  Richard Wright ~ James Aulcock Nicholas'Vice
Major Lord Ed, Fitz- John Bishop John Goodhall Samuel Howard
gerald James Melton George Fieldhouse Thomas Beale
John Austin William Bestland  James DMures James Mitchell
Johu Chrstie Robert Orford Richard Erliss William Norton
Sawnel Body James Filby John Wright of the 54th reg.

I have prefixed the rank of none of these people to their namss, as
T cannot teil what changes may have taken place since I left the
regiment. It will be necessary to observe, Sir, in the order for
bring ng these people up, that no persons are meaut but those who
have been with the regiment in America. This caution is necessary,
bttause there may be men of the same name, who have joined sin.e
the regiment has been at Portsmonth.

I think it my duty to inform you, Sir, thata ptivate concern
obliges me to go into the country, from which I cannot conveniently
return *till about Friday next; but any commands you may have for
me will be forwarded, if left where your letters to me have hitherto
been, and will, upon reaching me, be immediately attended to,

I am with the greatest respect, &c.
London, 1gth March, 17g2. Wirciam CoeBETT.

Horse- Guards, zoth March, 1792,

MY LorD,—] have the honour to acquaint your Lord:hip that I

received yesterday evening a letter from Mr. William Cobbet, -who
has prefenied the charges against Coptain Powell, and Lieutenants
Seton and Hall, whercin he points out your Lordship as a material
witness, and whose attencance I am therefore to request,
. I trouble your Lordship also with a list of many persons belong-
ing to the 54th regiment, whom he states to be material witnesses,
t_g)getper with +0 extract from his letter, wherein he makes requisie
tion for thewr being summoned, and explains, that he means 611ly such
as have been with the regiment in 2 merica. ' '

T expect an order or route will be sént to the regiment from the
War.gﬁige by this night’s post respecting the men, who are to be
examined as witnesses upon the occasion.

I am sorry for the trouble which will accrue to others from this
business, at the same time, that no inconsiderable share of it will fall
to my lot. . 1 have the horour to be, &c. '
Major Loird Edward F) zgerald, Crarres GouLp

or Commandirg Officer of the ‘ )

54th Regiment of Foot.

Exwuct fro + ir, William Cobbett’s Letter to th
. : { e Judge-A
General, dated 1gth March, 1792.J ge-Advocate
Thave prefixed the rank of none of these people to their ﬁames,
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as I'cannot tell what changes may have taken place since Ileft the
regiment, It will be nccessary to observe, Sir, in the order for bringing
these people up, that no persons are meant, but those who have been
with the regiment in America. This caution is necessary, because
there may be men of the same name, who have joined since the regi-
ment has beea at Portsimouth.

LIST OF WITNESSES.

John Austin Richard Wright James Mures Tliomas Tambeth
John Chirstie John Lishop Richard Eiliss Charles Rennil
Samuel Body James Milton - Johm Wricht Willimn Divers
Alexander Cameron William Bestland — Thomas Church Joseph Bunyan
Robert Saller Robert Ortord Abraham Baker John Thompson
James Moore James Filby George Norton Willlam Goss
William Manlove  William-Murvay  William Dodman Nicholas Vice
Williant Philpot Thomas While Hugh Gollicher Samuel Howard
Witham Gosling Robert Hewint Rice Allen "Thomwas Beale
William Cornish James Adcock QOwen Dunagan, James Mitchell
Robert Chapman  John Goodhall Gearge Connell \iulliam Norton
Julin Jordun Georze Ticldbonse Ruchard Egleton

All of the 3-0th Regiment of Foot.

Horse-Guards, 2oth March, 1792.
S1r,—A general Court Marlial is appointed to be held here on
Saturday next, the z4th instanty at 3o o’clock in the morning, for
the trials of three officers of the syth regiment, and as it has been
represented that your testimony will be necessary upon some poiits,
which will then be brought into question, I am to desire you will
be pleased to give your attendunce, and that you will be pleased to
bring with you the papers, of which T lately furnished you with a

minute. I have the honour to be, &c. CHartes GovuLp.

Edmund Armstrang, LEsq. Agent to the g4th regiment of foot.

_ Horse.Guards, 2oth March, 1792.
Sirs,—A general Court Martial is appointed to be held here on
Saturday next, at ten o’clock in the morning, for the trials of three
officers of the gqth regiment, and as it has been represented that your
testimony will be neccssary upon some points, which will then be.
brought into question, I am to desire you will be pleased to give yonr
attendance in order to your being examined at the said Court Martial.

I hiave the Lonour to be, &c.
Messrs. Ross and Ogilvie, Cuarres GouLo,
late Agents of the g4th Regiment of Toot.

Hecrse-Guards, 2oth March, 1792.

Str,—A general Court Martial is appomted to be held here on
Saturday next, the 24th 1ust, for the trials of three officers of the 54th
regiment of foot, upon one, if not more of which trials T am givcjn
to wuderstand a production of the clothing certificates for the said
s4th regiment, for the years 1789, 1790, and 1791 will be pecessary.
1 take this early opportunity of acquaimnting you, and of desiring-thats
you will give dircction for some proper person to be in readiness to
attend the Conrt Martial therewith when wapied. I have the honour
to be, Sir, your most obedient humble servant,” CoarLes Goulb.

Thomas Fauguicr, L:q. Secretary to the Cloathing Board.

" B
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Horse.Guards, zoth March, 1792,
Sir,—A general Court Martial is appointed to be held here on
Saturday wext, the 24th inst. for t.he trials of three pﬂic'er‘s of the
54th regiment of foot, upon onc, if not more, of which trials T am
given to understand, a production of the muster r'olls for the said
s4th regimeut, for the years 1739, 1790, and 1791 will be necessary.
1 take this early opportunity of acquainting you, and of desiring that
you will give directions for some proper person to be in readiness te
attend the Court Martial therewith when wanted.
1 have the honour to be, Sir, your most obedient servant,
Thomas Bowlby, Fsq. Cuarres Goulp,.
Commissary General of Musters,

Salopian Coffee-House, z1st Mareh, 1792,
Sir,—Not having any information of the Court Martial keing
ordered, we have to request, if uot incompatible with the service, that
the Court may be composed of such officers who have served abroad,
and are acquainted with the service in America. As this is for the
good of the scrvice as well as our advantage, we doubt not you-will
comply with so reasonable a request.
We have the honourto be, &ec.

Ricnarp Poweir, Capt. 54th Reg.

CrrisTorHER SETON, Lieut. 54th Reg..

Joun Havw, Licut. 54th Reg.
Right Hon. Sir George Yonge, &c.

Horse-Guards, 215t March, 1792,
Sir,—In consequence of your desire that ——— Hackett, laca
private of the 6th regiment, should be summoned as a witness at the
intended Court--Martial on Saturday next, for the trial of the three
officers of the 54th regiment, I directed a letter to be accerdingly
wrote to him, the answer which the messenger brought, who de-
livered the same to him, is, that he is 5l in bed, and not likely to be
able to attend, as there is much fear that one of his legs must be am-
putated in the course of next week, I am, &ec.
Mr. William Cobbett. Cuarrrs GouLp.

Sir Charles Gould sends this nete to acquaint Mr. Ccbbett; that
the meeting of the Court Martial to be held here remains fixed for to-
morrow morning ten o’clock. Enclosed herewith is a list of the
officers who are appointed to compose the court.

Horse-Guards, 23d March, 1792,

COURT MARTIAL.

At a meeting at the Horse-Guards on Saturday, the 24th day of
March 1992, of the undernamed officers convened in pursuance of a.
special warrant from his Majesiy, bearing date 15th day of Feb. 1792,
for the purpose of composing a general Court Martial for thé trisls of
Captain Richard Powell, Lientenant Christopher Seton, and Licu-

tenant Johu Hall, of the s4th regiment of foot, upon sundry charges
therein express.d.
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Major GenrrAL CuarrEs CrosBIE,
. appointed to be President,

Major General Wynter Blath- Major General George Morgan,

wayt. Colonel Anthony Farrington, of the
Colomel John Watson Tadwell Royal Regiment of Artillery.

Watson, of the 3d Regiment of Licutenant Colonel Aubrey, Earl

Foot Guards. of Barford, of the 34th Regi-
Lieutenant colonel George Nu-  ment of Foot,

geot, of the Coldstream Regi~ Lieutenant-cololonel John Bridges

ment of oot Guards. Schaw, of the 68th Regiment of
Lieutenant-col. John Whitelocke,  Foot.

of the 13th regiment of Foot. Major John Elford, of the 5rst
Lieutenant-col. William Mansell, ~ Regiment of Foct.

of the 29th Regiment of Foot. Major John Blake, of the z4th
Major Charles Green, of the 315t Regiment of Foot.

kegiment of Foot. Major William Browne, of the 14th
Major James Wiseman, of the 534 Regiment of Foor.
Regiment of Foot, Major John Thomas Buller, of the

Major Edward Madden, of the New South Wales Corps.
15th Regiment of Foot.
Sir Charles Gould, Judge-Advocate General:

His Majesty’s Warrant in this behalf, was read.

Upon enquiry made, whether the prosecutor and deferdants were
in readiness, it was annonnced that Mr. William Cobbett, late serjeant
major in the §4th regiment, but now retired from the service, who had
preferred the several charges against the said Captain Richard Powell,
Licutenant Christopher Seton, and Lieutenant John Hal!, respec-
tively, and who had undertaken to support them by proper evidence
was not yet arrived.  After waiting more than an hour in expectation
of his coming, a messenger was despatched to bis wonted lodgings in
quest of him, which messenger on his return made report that the said
William Cobbett was not to be found, and that the answer obtained
at the house where he had lodged was, that he had removed from those
lodgings on Wednesday evening last, since which he had not been
seen or heard of, nor was it known where he now resided.

Upon receiving this unexpected intelligence, the Judge-Advocate
General forbore to swear the members of the Court Maitial, and re-
quested their assembling again on Tuesday morning next, thinking
it advisable that the trial should be deferred till that time, to afford
opportunity for enquiring Into the cause of the said William Cob-
bett’s not attending in pursuance to the notice given him. And the
scveral persons who had been summoned, as witnesses at the requisi-
tion of the said William Cobbett, were directed to give their attend-
ance on Tuesday morning next, at ten o’clock, in expectation that
the trial would then take place.

Horse-Guards, 24th March, 1792.

S1r,— You aré hereby acquainted that a general Court Martial has
be=n held here this day, agreeably to the intimation which had beea
left for you at -your lodgings, for the purpose of 1nvest_tigating tl}e
several charges which had been preferred by you against Captain
Powell; and Lisutenant and Paymaster Christoglier Seton, and Licu-



20

tenant and Adjutant John Hall, of the g4th regiment of Foot, wher
to the great astonishment of the §everal officers who were to have
composed the Court Martial, you did not appear to make good those
charges, and upon enquiry, it was found that you had removed from
the lodgings to which you had desired me to address any lettersj I
might have for you. I now give you this further notice, having
taken pains to get this letter to your hands, that the Court Martial
will again mect here on Tuesday next, at ten Q’clock, that there you
may, if you have any thing to offer to them, give your attendance.

I am, &c. Cuaarces Govuerp,

Mr. William Cobbett, No. —, Felix-street.

Judge- Advocate’s Office, Horse-Guards, Saturday,
‘ 24th March, 1792, N
S1r,—You are hereby acquainted that the officeis who were ap-
pointed to compose a general Court Martial were convened here this
day at ten o’clock, agreeable to notice which had been address?d to
you, and left for you at your lodging in TFelix-street, near Wes_tmmsten
Bridge, in addition to that which I had before given to you in a for-
mer letter, apd they waited here considerably more than an hour in
expectation of your appearing_to make good the charges which you
had preferred against Captain Richard Powell and Licutenants Chris-
tepher Seton and John Hall, of the g4th regiment of foot, nor did:
they separate until a messenger, who had been despatched to you at
your said lodging, to acquaint you that the Court Martial were
waiting for you, had retwrned and brought word that you was not
to be found, I now give you this further notice, that the said general
Court Martial will be re-assembled here on Tuesday morning next,
at ten o’clock in the Forenoon precisely, when if you have any thing.
to offer you will be heard, and when you are hereby required to give.
your attendance. CuarLrs GovlLp,
Mr, William Cobbett, Judge-Advocate General,
No. —, Houndsditch,

——

Mr. William Cobbett, who had preferred sundry charges against
Captain Powell and Licutenants Seton and Hull of the c4th regiment,
for the investigation whereof a general Court Martial ‘was convened-
here this day, having failed to appear aud make good his charges,
inquiry was made'for him at his late lodging in Felix-street, near
Westminster Bridge, where information was had that he had quitted
the said lodging on Wednesday evening last, without saying where he
might afterwards be found. = As it is desirable, if possible, to give
him notice that the Court Martial will meet again on Tuesday morn-
ing next, at ten o’clock, and his said landlady has mentioned Capiain-
Lane, as a person who had frequently called upon him of late, the
Judge-Advocate General takesleave to ask whether Captain Lane or his
servant can point out the most probable place of finding out the said
William Cobbett, er where he may be heard of,

Horse-Guards, 24th March, 1 792,
Captain Lane, of the 54th Regiment of Foot.
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N \ Horse-Guards, 2 5th March, 1792,

"My Lorp,—Upon consideration it ap;ears advisable that all the
witnesses or supposed witnesses who have been ordered from Ports-
mouth at the requisition of Wm.Cobbett, which Ihad the honor to com-
municate to your lordship, should_ give their attendance here on Tues-
day morning next, at ten o’clock, the hour fixed for the meeting of
the Court Martial, and I take leave to request your lordship will
give orders for that purpose. I have the honour to be, &c.

Major Lord Edward Fitzgerald. CuarLes GouLb.

COURT MARTIAL.

At a gencral Court Xfartial held at the Horse Guards on Tuesday
the 27th day of March 172, by virtue of a special warrant from
‘his Majesty, bearing date 15th day of February, 1762,
Masor-Geveran Cunarnes Croserr, President.

Mrjor-general Wynter Blathwayt

Colonel John Watson Tadwell
Watson, of the 3d Regiment of
Foot Guards.

Licutenant-colonel George Nu-
gent, of the Coldstrcam Re-
giment of Foot Guards.,

Licatenant-colonel William Man-
scll, of the 29th Regiment of
Foot.

Licutenant-colonel John White.
Iicke, of the 15th Regiment of
Foot. ,

Major Charles Green, of the 31st
Regiment of IFoot.

Major James Wiseman, of the 23d
Regiment of Ilont.

Major Edward Madden, of the
15th Regiment of I'oot.

Major-Gean. George Horgan.

Colonel Anthony Farrington,
of the Royal Regiment of
Acrlillery.

Lieutenant-Col. Auhrey, Earl
of Burford, of the 34th Re-
gimeut of ¥oot.

Ticutenant-Col. John Brydges
Schaw, of the Gisth Regiment
of Koot.

Major John [lford, of the 515t
Regiment of Foot.

Major John Blake, of the 2ith
Legiment of Foot.

Major William Browne, of the
14th Regiment of Foot.

Major John Thaomas DBuller,
of the New South Wales
Corps.

Sir Charles Gould, Judse-Advocate.General,
The Court being duly sworn,

"The Judge Advacate General (also sworn) stated to them, that he
had caused diligent bat ineffectual inguiry to be made after William
Cobbett, who was pledged to make guod the chaiges preferred against
Captain Richard Powell, and Lieuten .nts Christopher Seton, and John
Hall respectively, not only at his former lodging, being the first place
where he had desired that any official Ietrers soight be left for him. but
also at such other places, where there seemed to be a chance of obtain-
ing intelligence, and that he bad likewise caused a wiitten notice of
the trial being deferred 7ill this day, to be left at his said former
lodging, to be delivered to Lim in case of his calling there, and a
ﬂuplicate of the same notice to be left at an house in Houndsditch,
where information was obtained from the pastman of that walk (or
cistrict) that post.letters were fo be deiivered for Lim, although he did
not reside there,
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The Judge Advocate General also stated, that upon intelligence
being given at William Cobbett’s former lodging, from which,
as before-mentioned, he had removed on Wednesday evening last,
that Captain Lane, of the gith regiment, had sometimes visited
the said William Cobbett, a note had been addressed to the said
Captain Lane, at his house in Sloane-square, Chelsea, requesting
the favour of information from him or from his servaut (if they cculd
furnish it) where the said William Cobbett was removed to, or was
likely to be found or heard of ; to which inquiry Captain Lire had
veturned answer, importing that neither he nor his servant could point
cut where Mr. William Cobbett was to be found, at the same time exa
pressing surprize that he bad not attended at the Court Martial that
day when the trizl was expected to come on.

The Judge Advocate General also informed the Court, that Eliza-
beth Wools, at whose house William Cobbett had lodged, had been
prevailed upon to give her attendancs, and is ROW 1n waiting, in case
the Court may wizh to make any forther inquiries from her personally
respecting the said William Cobbert.

She wis thereupon called in, and, in answer to several questions pro-
posed to her by the Court, gove an account {upon cath), that che is
the wife of John VWools, an Hoop-makery and resides at No. 3, Fulix-
street, southward of Westnilnster-biidge ; that William Cobbett Lad
lodged at theiv house near twelve weeks 3 had he remained there two
days longer, he would have completed that period ; that he had
removed from his said lodging oa Wednesday evening last, when he
told her that he was going to his father, who was very ill, but that he
should see her again in two or three days, not meaning again to
lodge there, but merely to call upon ber; that sirce that time she had
ncither seen nor heard of him, nor does she at all know where he is;
that the postman had been desired to take charge of his post-letters,
and have them conveyed for him to some house in Houndsditch
that the said William Cobbett had been visited by three persons only,
whilst he was lodger at the house, namely, by a Mr. Green, who had
used to bring him pamphlets and books to read, by Captain Lane, and
a person of the name of Austin, whom she had understood to be a
sezjeant of the g4th regiment. Being asked, whether Captain Lane
used to be frequently with William Cobbett? and whether he had
been lately therein particular ? she said, not frequently 5 that the last
time she had heard of Captain Lane’s having been there, was cn the
Monday next preceding the Weonesday on which William Cobbert
quitted the lodging ; she mentioned Laving heard ity as she was not
Lerself at home at the time.

" Being asked where William Cobbett’s father resides?  She said she
has understood that he keeps a public Louse, known by the sign of
the ¢ Jolly Farmer,” at Farnham. '

- She produced three letters addressed to William Cobbett, which had
been left at her house since he quitted the lodging, and which re-
mained unopened : they were three letters addressed to him from the
Judge Advccate’s office, and being now opened, were found to be a
letter dated 21st March instagt, to inform him that Hacket, late
of the 6th regiment of foot, one of the witnesses whom he had desired
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to be summoned, was so il in St. George’s hospital, that he would
rot be able to attend the trial on Saturday (the z4th}. A lerterdated
22d instant, inclosing a list of the officers who were appointed to
compose the Court Martial, and reminding him that the trial remaired
fixed for the next morning at ten o’clock. The third letter was of
last Saturday’s date, written after the separation of the members of the
Court Martial, to inform him that the trial had been put off by rea-
son of his non-attendance, until the Tuesday following (this day) at
ten o’clock, when, if he attended, the court would hLear him, and
proceed on the trial,

As expectation could no longer be entertained of William Coble:t’s
appearing to make good the charges which he had preferred, and as
there was on the contrary, much venion to suppose that he purposely
absented and seereted himself, the Court Martal now thought 1t pro-
pet to put the defendants.upon their trial, inasmuch as their witnesses
had already been detained three days; and accordingly

Captain Richard Powell (being in arrest) was now called forward,
who admitted that he is and was st the time in question a captain in
the §4th regiment of foot, and the following charges were exhibiied
against him, namcly, a charge of false and improper musters and re-
turns in three Instances, viz.

1st. In making a false muster of seven men on the muster rolls,
from June to December, 1789; of seven men on the roll, fiom De-
cember 1789, to June 17g0; of seven men on the roll, from June to
December 1790 ; ard of ene man on the roll from December 1790,
to June 179I.

2dly, In mustering persons as so'diers, who at other times did wear
a livery (or cloathing different from military uniform), and who did
not at other times do their duty as soldiers, but who were employed
in the capacity of servants in the regiment, or who were permitted by
him to hire themselves as servantsto the inhabitants in New Brunswick,
Twenty men of this description were mustered on the roil to June,
1789 ; twenty-four on the roltto December, 1789 ; twenty-four on the
ra.l to Decewber, 1790; and twenty-four on the roil to June, 1591.

3dly. In making twenty-five false veturns to the Brigadier-Géneral
commanding in New Brunswick, between the 4th Octeber 1790, and
the 18th of April 1791, of the state of the part of the regiment sta-
r'oned at Frederick Town, in order to decetve the General with re-
spect to such men as were employed as servants, or were absent from
their duty in the service of the inhabitants; -

And a charge nnder the head of ¢ abnses and irtegularities, in re-
% gard to the mouies, &c. belonging to non-commissioned officers and
s goldiers,” in five instances, viz.

157, In misapplying work-money earned by the non-commissioned
officers and men of ¥rederick Tuwn, between May 1789, and May
1791, after having received it from the Deputy Paymasier General
on thelr account, R

2dly. In unlawfully deducting large quantities of fire-wood from
the allowance which was issued from the public stores for the non.
sommissioned officers and men of the regiment, between May 178y
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and June 1591, and disposing of it for his own purposes: and fur.
ther, giving in accounts to the Governor of wood supplied to the
public stores, when the wood so pretended to be supplied was de-
cucted from the men without their consent, and even agginst their
intreaties, while they were suffering greatly from want of fuel.

3dly. In dispesing of two years cloathing belonging to the non-
commissioned officers and men, for the years 1789 and 1790, without
their approbation or consent; and obliging them (while they were
cloathed in rags) to accept of an inadequate sum in lieu of the said
cloathing.

4thly, In signirg false certificates (and procuring the same to be
signed by Brigadier General Carleton) at the reviews of 1789 and
1790, specifying that new cloathing for the regiment for these years
had been duly issued out, and puat upon the men, and that they ap.
peared completely clothed in it on the day of the review in each year;
which certificates were to be transmitted” to the agent, to be by him
produced to the Cloathing-Board in London, and makiog reports of
the regiment’s cloathing for the years 1789 and 1790, purporting that
six huudred and eleven suits had been issued out to the non-commis-
sioned officers and men in those ycare, although not one suit then had,
or since has bern issued out to them in those years.

Hthly., In being interested in tee sale of bread cold to the soldiers
in the barracks at Irederick "Town; by taking into his hands the
baking.fo'r the regiment there, from S:ptember 1759 to April 1767,
by recciving the men’s flour from the public store, by supplying the
men with less bread than he might have done, and Ly sclliug the rest
for his own emolument.

Which said several recited charges had been preferred by William
Cobbett, and which he had underaken to prove.

The Judge-Advocate General having, before the c-xhibiting of these
charges, stated that William Cobbetr had, by a letter dated the 1yth
of this instant March, pointed out the severs]l witnesses, whose testi-
mony he considered to be material 1n suppoit of the prosecution
and that in consequence” of the said William Cobbeit’s requisition,
guch persons bad been direcied to attend, and alio, that with an ex-
ception of three, or at most four, who wure sicky and of Serjeant
Austin, who being absent from the regiment upon leave, had not ve-
ceived a sSUMMONS, Were now in waiting, and such care had been taken
that such several persons should be present i thie court-ronm during
the exhibition of the charges; and it was publicly announced that
Captain Rivh:rd Powell was pow upon his trial, anl that if any person
had any ewidence or iuformation to offer in support of any of the
charges, he would be heard, and would receive all dae protection from
the cowrt: and in reading the said charges, a pau.e or rest was made
at the end of each, to give an opportuuny for any such interposition:
the persons so attending, in consequence of the afoiesaid reguisition,
being ia number forty, namcly-- Lord Bdward ¥.tzgerald, M.jor of
the ¢4th regiment of foot ; the agent to the faid regiment; [ucch
Margas, now an out-pensioner of Chelsea hospital; Cameron, Smaller,
Moore, Manlove, and Gosling, Sevjeants; R. Wright, Mclion, Best-
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Jand, Thompson, Murray, Hewlett, Nares, Erliss, J. Wright, Baker,
and Morton, corporals; Cornish and Jordan, drummers; Bishop,
Filby, Lambeth, Rennil, Divers, Bunyan, Goss, White, Ailcock,
Gocdall, Dodman, Gallucher, Allen, Dunnagan, Connell, Egleton,
Vice, Howard, and Beale, private soldiers, all of the g4th regiment.

A further pause was also made when all the charges had been
recited, to afford a further opportanity for any person to come for-
ward in support of any of them, but no person tendered himself for
that purpose.

Captain Powell perceiving that no evidence was adduced agzainst
him, desired only a short space of time might be allowed him to con-
sider of any observations which might be proper in his defence.

Lieutenant Christopher Seton was then arraigned, and put upon his
trial in like manner in presence of the same persons (amongst others
who attended the trial spontancously) ; and the like notice having
been announced, as in the instance of Captain Poweli, the following
charges were distinctly exhibited against him the said Christopher
Seton, who admitted that heis now, and was at the time in question, a
Lieutenant and Paymaster of the gath regiment, namely, false and im-
proper musters in two instances, viz.

1st, In making a false muster of seven men on the roll to Decem-
ber, 1789 ; of seven on theroll to ]une,’1790; of seven on the roll to
December, 1790 ; and of one on the roll to Jaue, 17gr1.

2dly, In mustering persons us soldiers who at other times did wear

a livery {or clothing different from military uniform), and who did not
at other times do their duty as soldiers, but who were employed in the
capacity of servants in the regiment, or were permitted 16 hire them-
selves as servants to inhabitants in New Brunswick,
"Twenty-four of this description were mustered on the roll to June,
1789 ; twenty four on the roll to December, 1780 ; twenty-five on
the roll to June, 1790 ; twenty-five on the roll to Lecember, 1790;
and twenty-four on the roll to June, 1791,

Both of which charges William Cobbett had preferred, and had un-
dertaken to prove.

The like silence was observed during and after the reading of these
charzes, no person tendering himself to give evidence, or offering any
information to the Court respecting any pait thercot,

Ia like manner also, and with the same public notice,

Lieutenant John Hall was alterwacds arraigued, and put upon hig
tiial, who admtted himself to he, and at the time in question to have
bzen, « Lieutenant and A-fjutantofthe ¢gth regiment, and the follow-
ing charges were distinctly exhibited azainst him, namely, |

1st, Vaking a false mustor of seven inen oo the roll to Decembin
1789 ; of seven men on the vell to June, 1790 of seven men on the
rvoll to Llecember, 17905 and of one man on the roll to Juane, 1791,

2diys Niwstering persons as soldiers who at other tim:s did wear a
livery (or clothing different from military uniform), and who did not
at other times do their duty as soldiers, but who were employed in the
capacity of servants in the regiment, or were permitted to hire them-
selves a3 servants to the inbabitauts of New Brunswick, Twenty-four
men of this description weré mustered on the roll to June, 178074
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twenty-four on the rell to December, 158g; twenty-five on the roll
to June, 17903 tweniy-five on the roll to December, 1760; and
twenty-four on the voll to }Zun"\ 1791, .

Making unlawful deducions fiom the subsistence of the non-come
missianed officers and men of a detachment under his command at Fre-
derick Town, between February and May, 1789,

Which three charges William Cobbett had preferred, and-had un-
dertaken to prove. .

The like silence being obseryéd in this case during and after the
reading of these clinrges, and uo person tendering any -evidence or in-
formation concerning them, 7

The three defendants obtained permission to withdraw, and after a
chort abeence returned into comt; and Captain Powell, in the joint
names of all three, offcred the following addvess :

GenTLEMEN,—Permit me for myself and the two other gentlemen
now appearing before yeu on the same account, to makea few-obser-
<ations on the very singular and unfortunate predicament in which we
now stand : we do not mean to complain, although we have great
cause to lamest, that afier an absence of many years in the service of
our country, returning with the fullest approbation of our conduct
fiom the station we have been so long vpon, we should, upon the re-
presentation of a non-commissioned officer of our corps, which he did
not dare to biing forward tilafterhe had obtained his dismission, and
which he has not ventured to appear insupport of, have been brought
to a Court Martial without a previous inquiry into our conduct. We
lament also, thet upon the false suggestion of tris man we have been
put 1o a great expence; and the inquiry has become more public by
being put upon our trial in this place, and not at Portsmouth, as we
requested,

We do not however complain of these unfortunate circumstances,
because we are convineed it was never imagincd any man could be sa
abandoned and profligate to prefer an aecusation from a malivious de-
sign alone. _

Having devoted the greatest part of our lives to the service of our
country, and for the last sixteen years on foreign duty, we cannot but
consider ourselves pesu’iarly unfer-urate in having our characters
{ritherto wrimpeacied) held out to the word accu ed of erimes which
we detest.

Conscions of cur innocence, we have not shrunk {rom investigation,
and 10 you we look up, we hope with just confidence, for such an ho-
nourable acquittal as may in some measure do away the pain and anxiety
we have suffercd from such cruel and unjust accusation 3 and that this
Court will, at the same time, maurk the conduct of ti.e prosecutor in.
the strongest terms of displeasure and reprehension..

THE COURT MARTIAL,
having regard tothe circumstances of this extraordinary case, and espe-
cially to the entirc cerdiction of the prosecution by the person wha
slone preferred, and bad solem:ly pledged himself to prové the several
charges against the said Captain Kichard Powell, Licutenant Christo.
pher Fcton, and Licutenant fohn Hall, is of opinion, that the said se-
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veral chorges agatnst those officers respectively are, and <vory part
thereof is, totally unfounded 5 and the Court does therefore most ho-
nourably acquit the said Captain Richard Powell, Lieutenant Christo-
pher Scten, and Lientevant John Hall, of the same,

(Soned) Cuarves Crospir, Major-General.
Horse- Gmrds, 2d April, 1702,

Dzar Str,—Having had the honour of layins before the Ki iny the
’proccedmxrq of a General Court Martial, held here on Tm:sdﬁy the
27th or last month, for the tiials of Captain Powell, and Lieutenants
Scton and Flall, of the g4th rcgiment, T can now acquaint you, that
his Majesty has been pleased to approve of the honourable acquittal
of those ofiicers, and that the Court Martal is'in conscquence dis-
solved.

I did not fail to sshmit the idea and wishes of the Court Martial
respecting the cirenlating of the sentence in public orders, which did
not appear to his Majesty to be necessary ; but I have reasen to think
something more effecinal towards vindicating the character of the offi-
cers will be atrempted, if upon consulting the crown officers it shali
appear practicable in this case, namely, a prosecution of Cabbetr, who,
as far as in bim lay, made a mockery of public justice, and has availed
himself of a judicial process for the conveyance of the most gross slan-
der.

I hold myself much ohliged by your procuring, through your
brother, Cobbert’s fetter to Margas, which I wished to be forth-
commg And am, with very sinceie regard, sir, &c.

Mejor-General Crosbie, ¢ HARLES GoULD.

-
Horse-Goards, 24, April, 171..

My Lorp—Haviny had the honour of laying befors the King the
p.ocLedincrs of the General Court Martial, ield here on Tz sdny

he 27th of last month, for the trial of Caprain ’{mmr Powell, and
Lleu\e ants Christo, her Seton and John Uall, of the 54th reciment
of foor, upon several charges which had been prefe l'LJ. agrinst them
respretively, T am 1o acquaint your Loriship that his [iajesty has
been pleased to Approve of the opinion cf- the said Cowt Martial,
whereby those oficers were most honourab,y "f'ﬁ!ult‘.u_, and which

opinion is cxpressed in the following terms: v dilice:,
¢« The court having regard to the circumsiznces of this extrier-
dinary case, and espf‘mally of the entire derclitionof e prosec

tion by the person who alone md preferred and eolenmly pled r:f:
himself to prove the se.eral charges agaiast the said Cmum Rich-
ard Poweil, Lieutenant (,nqhopher Scton, and Licuten.ne fohn
Hall, is of opinion t. at the said severnl duum a-ainst those ofiice.s
r.spaciively are, every part thereof, tomlly uniound=d ; and the
court does therefore most hoaourably acquit the said (,apxam Rizh-
ard Powell, Lxeutenam Christopher Scton, and Licutenant Join
Haull, of the same.” 1 have the honour to be,
Mijor Lord Edward Fitzgerald, Caartes Gourn,
or Commanding-Officer of the
54th Regiment of Foot.

i
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Hoerse-Guards, zd. April,

Sir—Having had the honour to lay before the King the pro-
ceedings of the Coor: Martial held here on Tucsday the 27th of
last menth, for your triai upon ceveral charges w hich had been pre-
f rred againsi you, I am to '\cqud1m you that his Majesty has been
tleased to approve the opinion of the said Court-Mart.al, whereby
you are most honcurably ocquitted, an! which is conceived in the
fol[own]o terms, viz.—*¢Tue Court Martial having regard to the
circamstances of this extr ordinary case, and especially to the entire
dereliction of the proszcution by the person who alone preferred
and undertcok to prove the several churgrs against the rard Captain
Rictard Poweil Liewrenanc Christoph 1 Seton, and Lieatenant john
Hali. is 0 opinion that the said several charges against those officers
respec i elv ars, and every part thereof is totallv unfounded ; and
tie court does therefore mest honovurably sequit the said Caprain
Ric ard Fowell, Lien enant Cinistopher Sctom, and Lieutenart
Joun Hall, of the same.”

Tam, Sir, &:.
Cuarr-s Gourp.

Captain Richard Powell,
Lieutenant Chii topher Seton, ? i . -
Licutenant Jom HPu”’ g 54th Regiment of Foot,
respectively,

b .
Horse-Guards, 2d April,

Srr—HBaving had the honouer of taying before the I nng e }ra-
cecdings of (he General Court marrml held Lere on Iuesday the
27th of lust moneh, for the trial »f Capnain Richard Pow: l], and
L eutenan s Lhrisiopher Seten and JOL]J Hull, of the 54th reginent
uprn sove al charges which had buen preferred agamst t’xm res-
ppctlvelv L am oo seguaint v ou that his frajosty lﬂs been pieaed to
aporove the opininr of itz 232 Court Mardal, whereby those
offivers were most win urably acquitted: and which opinion is ez
pressed inhe fo lr\\nfr terws, iz,

««The Court Martia! va 10, regard to the circumstances of this
3 «zu.mx.“y cace, ard es vuuh 10 tuc entire erelr-tion of the
yrosecuicn ity the person w o alone prescrred and had sol=mnly
p,edgco himself to pr ve the soversi ehages against the said Cap.
fain R chard Powell, Ziee euun Coxd o ,a,u_r o ton, and Licutenn ¢
John Fiall, i of - rinicn 'I"at the sav. se oroi charges agalust Linse
officers roepe tively <re, and e ery nmt theoof 15, toially uniou-
ded 5 end the convtrozs therctar most nosuurasly acquit the sad
Capra'n Tovell, Ll tennt :itopher Seion, and Licutengag
Jobin, Hz.l., 0i tac same.”’
’ I aave the honor to ke, &e.

Crartes Goveip,

The Right Ha-. Sir G-~rze Tonge, &c.
Lis Majesty’s Secrcary at VWar.

s

5 5th April,
D.ir Sir—I am grec.; obliged to, you for your L._U, anc
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sending me a copy of thie sentence of the Court Martial on Caprnin
Powell and the two Lieutznants of the 5 "h regiment, Io agrens
satisfction to me that this very extraor ) Hnary affair has ool d so
much to the honour of those officers 5 not that I had .ne Irast toubt
of their acquiting theweelves, and thut the intende pr::uutw
would not have been abc to have substantiated any one of thwe
charges be halalleged aguinst thean
I have the houwr to be, &ec.
Mariscor FrEptrICL

Sir Char'es Gould, Sc. &c. &c. ‘

Memorandum «f Sit Chnrles Gousld.
I-was from the time of the warrint boing wansmitied to me, re-

ferred by the Sesretary at war to Withaa ‘Cobbett, as the persss
wio would manage the prOxcutx 11, an b woeld pounc cut th S nedci
sary wituesses, and had Di“dg‘\l h.“.uf co make2 good the char s

ani T was furnished froa (i War-O.See with Lis addres ;.m‘ L
o} ubole,

According to that direciion Isenta 1ert erto L.im assoon as fhz
WATaNE €1 ne to My 32 nm u'm':l\' on ihe 23 L‘Lbk‘;l,xl)’,d Qoani-
ln.g him therewls. Vs and ',smg 0T fn st me wizh oo naaws
©: SuCH witnesses as he wisaod to b_ cf‘x v veamencd.

Acc : messenger delivered
my letier, wnic prcda}:d ‘noanswer ;:Sm feoraary.

Several letters were afterwards ciichanccd booween bia and me,
spon the subject of the tria!, and para \;1“1‘,/ 2 to th: plice at
wiich the Court wWliriid sho'd be conveazd,  Cobhutt urgiag thae
London wus the most prover place, and the ““-nd:mts rataer with-
ing it to be helden at Port mouir: his argunent prevaled, und 4

Court Mu.rtia! has in consequ. ¢ Doen s :.L',l;i

My several letters to wim in the courn: of this c)n‘esgon.mo‘
were s2at to him at the same lod:ing, and tuag e recevied thrn
daily appears iroim their belng regulirly answersd

Ina leter of the 1 nh of this moath (ZTarch) written in answer ts
one of mine, wheicis I hod recomoendel amore aciura’e sp cli-
cation of ene o two of the charres, the better
dants to airtnge their defeace, and wiica he hao doc ined o fur-
sish; conceiviag from weatl halwo @ tlarl aagacen ertaln some
doubis of the fairness and recidivle of i condoer, neninde a strony
asseveration, and the oniv pars of his coriesuidence whease:m

;
tu cnabie the defin-

rather donecessary and jaior ecetatoe.

Ca tie 17th of Marca I agamn romi
with the names of sach witnes ¢s as he wisi
moned ;3 which let er concluded wih an inu
Martial would be convered on Situsday t

"Of tois'leter (et at the same joding
ceipt 14 a leiter of the 1gth, turmated e with
witnesses in consequence, end tells me he is auiog |
Fridiv, bat that ia the mea tineany ¢on)

:1.)
il

ol uie roa
of his
t 1‘.i

S IREsIN

¥ i
= L. 1
cnlofy wand e

S \\ll‘f;‘ my letters e him
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forwarded, and would, upon reaching him, be duly attend:d to. 3ce
Jetter of the 1qth.)

Accordingly on Wednesday evening, the 23d. a letter was Jeft for
him there, to inform him thot a witness whom he had represented to/
be a sodier of the 6th regiment, and who was then a patient in
5t. George’s Hospital, would not be able to attend the Court-Mar-
tial on Saturday, by reason that the surgeons deemed it necessary
that his leg should be amputated.

And another letter was left for him there on Friday the 23d, con-
taining for his information a list of the officers who wee appointed
to compose the Court-Martial, and particularly reminding him that
the Court-Martial would meit on the morrow morning, at tem
o'clock.

Tt now appears that William Cobbett having absented himself
from the Wednesday evening, thess two last mentioned letiers have
not been received by him, and still remain unopened.

"The steps since taken to get at Cobbett are, sending repeatedly
to his lodging, getting intelligence from the postman where post-
Jetters were to be sent to him; sending to that place in Hounds-
diteh, and leaving a letter for him to let him know the Court-Mar-
tial would meet again on Tuesday morning; also leaving the Like
notice for him at Lis former Jodgings; ahd lastly, mdking enquiry
after him from Captain Lane, of the g§4th, with his answer.

Copy of the Case submitted to the Attorney and Solicitor General
wpon the Conduct of Cobbell, with their Opinion thereupon.

Mr. William Cobtett, late Serjeant-Major of the g4th regiment,
in or about the month of javvary last, exhibited an information,
containing several very serious chiarges, against Captain Richard
Powell, and Lientenants Christopher Seton and John Hall, all of the
said 54th regiment, and undericok to prove tie same before a Ge-
neral Court Martial. Several charges of a similar nature were, at
the same time, preferred Ly the said William Cobbett against the
said Lieutenant-Colonel ¢f the said regiment, whose death, which
tock place much abeut the same time, renders it thnecessary to make
further mention of that part of the case.

The said Wiliam Cobbett several times attended the Secretary
at War, pressing an investigation of hissaid charges against Caprain
Powell aund Lieutenants Seton and Hall: and from the knowledge
he appeared to possess vpon the cubject, from the situativn he had
beld in the regiment, and from his earnestess, obtained a certain
degree of creuit for beiny zble to develope the abuses if such really
existed ; and the defendants at the same time urging an inquiry for
the purpose of proving their innocence, a selection was made of the
principzal charge- so pieferred by the said William Cobbett, and his
Majesiy’s warrant was obtained for the trial of those three officers
by 2 Geveral Court Martial.

.n consequence thereof a regular official notice was given to the
said Wililun Cobbett, that a General Court Martial wou'!d be held
for the trial of the said three officers respectively at his instance,
and he was called upen to point out su.ht wiinesses for whom he
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judged an official summons would be necessary, in orler t5 his be-
ing enabled to substantiate the several charges.

1t was at first provosed that the trial should have taken place at
or in the neighbourhood of Port:mouth, where the said 54th regi.
ment was then stationed ; as not ooly the defendants themselves, but
the principal part of those who might naturally be expected to be
called upon as witnesses, were there opos the spor,  But an nrront
remonstrance and request of the said William Cobbet;, suppdried
by arguments which he offered, prevailed for helding the Court
Martial in London, contrary to the wishcs and representations of
the defendants,

With this measure the said Willitm Cobbett declared himsclf
perfectly satisfied, apd then proposed tiie names of such witnzs es
for whom he wished an official summons, filty-two in number; all of
whom were summoned or received orders to atiend, wish the excep-
tion of one serjeant of the g4th regiment, who as having been absent
from the regiment on leave, it has since appeared ¢1d not receive
any summons ; and, with an exception of about three or four scl-
diers, who were prevented from giving their attendance by illness,
all of them did actually give their attendance on the day of trial,
when the Court Martial met for the purpose of proceeding upon the
trial, and most of whom werec called from Portsmouth to London,
expressly in obedience to that summons, besides those who were
cited as witnesses on the part of the defendants.

Notice was also given to the said Willlam Cobbett of the day
appointed for the sitting of the Court Martial, and repeated notices
was left for him at his usual place of abode, and where he had by
letter expressly desired letters upon this business to be left for him,
but which last mentioned notice it has since arpearad did not come
to his hands, .the said William Cobbett kaving, in the mean time,
w.thdrawn himself and absconded. ‘

Several letters from him to the Judge Advccate General, relative
to the business during the period whaich intervened between the
times of the issuing of the warrant, and of his absenting himself,
will shew clearly that he had pledged himsel to prosecute the char-
ges with effect, and that it was mncambent oa the defendants to be
prepared to repel the same by every proper mears in their powcr.

Un the day which was appointed for the business, a (veneral
Courf Martial, consisting ol seveniesn officers of distinet corps,
none under the degree ot a 1%ield Glicer, was purpesciy conveued,
and, together with the several persous wio had been summoned as
witnesses, waited more than an hour in cxpectation of the prose-
cuter's attending to offer proofs in support of his charges: a mes-
senger was then dispatched to his weual place of abode, where
letters had been used to he addresscd fo him, and where hchad'pqr-
ticularly desired that lotlers on other Lasiness should be left for
bin ;. which messenger returned with intelingeuce that the said
Wiltiam Cobbett had feft his said place ¢l abode two days b“[f”c’
not meaning to reside there any longer, aud that hio had not s1ace
been szen there, or heard of,
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The trial was thereupon put off until the T'uesday following, at
ten o’clock, and every mcans which could be thought of were
used, for the purpose of giving notice to the said William Cob-
bett of the trial being deferred until that day, when, il he would give
his attendance, he would yct have an opportunity of being heard,
and of making good his charges : but the said William Cobbett did
not then appear, nor has any thing been since heard from him:
not onc of the reveral persons who had been summoned at his in-
stance, as witnesses, offered a single syllable in support of any
one of the articles of charge, although they were distinetly read in
the presence of all of them; aind it was expressly announced to
them that they would be heard ; and as many of them were of a
subordinate character, they were also assured of cvery just pro-
tection the court could give them. ‘T'he defendants were conse-
quently acquitted.

There is every reason to supposc that {he accusation was desti-
tute of foundaticn, and willully and maliciously set on foot for the
purposc of calumniating the characters of the threec oflicers in
question, and of putting them to expence, the accuser not hesi.
taling, in order to, obtain ihis end, to deccive the crown, and
make a mockery ol public justice.

The opinion of the Attorney and Solicitor Geaneral is desired,
whether under the circumstances above stated, Cobbett can be ¢ri-
minally prosecuted for his conduct; and if he can, what is the
most advisable mode of proceeding against him, in order to dete
others from the like attempt. -

OPINION, )

We think that Cobbett, unless he could be proved to havi
conspired with others wilfully and maliciously to prefe
these charges, could not be criminally prosecured
The parties injured by his conduct, which is certainl:
‘most highly blameable, might maintain actions upon th
case aga:nst hin. ;

Joux ScorT.

joux MiTFoab,
25th May, 179z,

FINTY.

Joyce Gold, Priuter, Shoe-Lanc, Fleet-Street,
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