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S E R l\I 0 X, 

1'l:XT~--::!D. CORINTl-lL-\NS, CHAPTER v. part of lOLIl H'!',C 

"For we mlJst all appear before the JuJgmcnt Seat ofChrist,l! 

TH£ mere recital of the momcntous truth announced in the te,t, 
should be regarded by every I"(lld in this con~T('gation, as the f't'I:(} 

of that voice, which "hl'eaketh the cedars of Lelmnon," and "di 
'vidcth the flames of jiloe." t\Olnl'tilll{';': I nppear Ld()fC yuu to un .. 
rtl\'c\ the web of inspired prophecy; and tn ,IH'w th"t thc occur­
rences orpast ages, and the transactions of 0111' n"l1 dOlY, l1mtunlly 
reflect" the light of the KNOWLEDGE of the "lory or t;,,,l, in the face 
of Je,;;us Christ." On other occa~i(ln~, ii 1)I'(~nlllf'.~ Iny duty to 
spread the balm of Gilead over the h,'arh Olf thfH' "hn are mourn­
ing in Zion; and vcry often, mn I l'f'quirl'd to (,OIni"ort the Ininu~ 
of such believerR as are f\nollring ;dllidioll, Ily j·:qdailling the pro­
mises, and constructing frOlll tIWIH, Iwr:-jH;(Ori"i' views of "Tho 
New Jerusalem," into which, they and all "the ransomed of the 
Lord," shall soon be admitted, " with songs, and everlasting joy up­
on their heads." "'hile thus communing together in the sanctuary, 
our fellowship is made sweet; he "wi", ,,,alketh in the midst of 
the seven golden candlesticks," appeareth in our midst; the pulpit 
resembles a throne of light; and the chapel becomes like the gate 
of heaven. 

But on the present occasion, the place I occupy, is covered with 
the blackness and darkness of Mount Sinai; the preacher aSSUHlPS 
the form of a prophet; and the bearer of glad tirlings, comes to lay 
before you facts of a very grave and awful descriptiun. Under the 
j;hort, but comprehensive scntence, my brethren, which affirmeth 
that" it is appointed unto men once to die, but after that the Judg­
ment"-in these few but absorbing words, arc comprised an epitome 
of human life, and an intimation of human responsibility. But 
least this should not be sullirient to awaken u,; to "riue preparation 
for our latter end, the Almighty has never ceased, by a variety of 
means, to remind us of that day, whcH the olire brand. of pearp. 
shall be ~uperseded by the sword of Ju"tice-whcll the ~l'r:l'tr'; l,j" 
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nit'!'''. \" ~hall Iw ,-\I'hanged for the !:'('alcs of the sanctuarY-\\'hen he 
wlw 'i~ lJOW out' ,uh-O('atl', siJall become our Judge-and when the 
throlw oC grace :-hall luake way for" THE JUDGMENT SE.\T OF 
(. :11: I~T.~' 

l'!lf,.,r Ill,'-~! i l"i'ILI"'; r·l!.;lll£:e.-; r, )rll1 th3 ,'U; ',: ,-·:-t of a very ancient pro­
phecy ~ for ;'~JI!.wIJ. filt' :'t'\'('llth fro!.] Ad,lIJ1, deelarrs, as quoted by 
the Apll'lk .1,,01,' ... 1l",,,<1,[ the Lord cometh "'ith !Pn thousand of 
his ~aillt~. t', tX(:t'utc .pldgltll·1l1 UpOIl all ; and to convince all that 
are ungodly amung t)WTIl oj' all tlwir ullg-odly deeds, which they 
han' ttll~odly COll1l1lifll'rl; iill:l of ell their hard speeches, which un­
~odly siuners have 'pok,'" against hilll." And the prophet Malachi, 
~lose.~ the canOll (,f the OIJ 'rt',~tam8nt scrjptures, with a silnilar 
prediction, l'crord(·tl in rhal'a('tpr.;.; of living flame. "For, behold, 
the day cometh, that ,IJaIl bum as an oven; and all the proud, yea, 
and all that do wi('kcl~ly, shan be stubble; and the day that cometh 
shall bnrn thCIIIUJl, saith the L"r, 1 of hosts, that it shall leave them 
wither root nor brdnch.'·· Here a profound silence commences, 
which ",j"i·,t,; fur nearly four hundred years, at the expiration of 
which, th~ vuicc of Jeiou; breaks in npon the stillness, and confirms 
all these impres,iYe ,Yarnings." ".Marvel not at this: for the hour 
is coming, in the whirh all that are in the g1'aves shall hem' his 
voice, and shall eOrlle fo,·th ; they that have done good, unto the re­
sUI'reetion of life; and they that have done evil unto the resurrec­
tion of damnation. John, Y : 28, 29. 

And now, my belo"",I, praying that God may enable us to "re­
cei,'e with meelme,;,; the ingrnfted word, which is able to save our 
souls"-I ,10,,11 endeavour to set before yon the three objects, the 
('ontf'IlJtd;lt;O!l of which, i::i suggested in the text-nalnely, THE 
JUDn<\H:Sl' ~EAT OF CHRIST; THOSE WHO SHALL APPE_\R BE­

FORE IT : AND THE SENTENCE WHICH SHALL BE PRONOUNCED AT 
THE CONCLUSION OF THE TRL\L. 

First.-THE JUDGMENT SEAT OF CHRIST. 

This august tribunal is to he set np in the name of Christ ; it~ 
foundations shall be laid in his eternal justice; and its erection 
shall grow ont of his power. This court will be hallowed by the 
purity ?f the Judge; and the bJ'ightness of his I(lory shall irradiate 
Jt. It IS emphatICally called" The Judgment Seat of Christ," he­
cause" The Father judgeth. no man, !'Ul hath committed all judg­
ment unto the Son," and thIS prerogatIve to Jndge the world is sur­
rendered to Christ, " That all men should honour the Son, even as 
they honour the Father." Saint Paul adverts to this jndicial pre­
eminence, which shall hereafter accrue to our Lord, as one of the 

• Thi::J referred in a 1'1 Il!1dl_1 !:C!l~e tQ thCi de.stl·ucLion of Jerusalem. 



'·fC0mrd'nSl>.~ of his nleuiatOl"iul lllunjlity; athlll1;d~I·"~:t tlll' ll"iotl\l! 

(If a \1!rr po .... verful appeal l ill \vhich he ~l'l.!> IJI·,;l~·\' lli~ ~Oll '!'iIl1dh:., 
the nece:,sity of being unremitTing" in thp pt'rl'111"111:llll"(' oi" tl!q":l' (iii 

ties, whereunto Gud hath called him. '! Til"'llliy. i, 1. ,2. Bdt :--

The time vJhen this court shall be opelled, and the place ,ohere it 
"hall be erected, deserve ow' consideration. 

These questions are invoh'ed in pro filll 1lI1 m.,-tery: cloud, and 
Ilarkness are round ahout them; and they arc <ii.,"o\"I":tld,' only to 
the eye of that wisdom, which devised, that Gud should 1,,""0111" a 
man; that the Creator should hecome a creature, and that he, 
whom Pilate sentenced to be crueil'"J. as a l:Jah'I:,ctor, :·lioLlI,1 at 
his second coming, shake terribly tlie earth, ant! .illd~" I"th th~ 
living and the deatl. "But of that day and hour kll<J\\."1 tll I!O Ulan, 

no-not the angels 'ofhcaven, hut the' Father olll.,." lj, 1;,1''' thi .• 
trihunal, however, shall he openeu, all the proplll'C"i," ,hall rec.ei·;e 
their fulfillment; and the gospel sball be J>r"~"Il<':1 unto all nations. 
The celestial ambassador, whom John saw Il~ il1~ ,. i'l the midst of 
heaven," shall accomplish the oh.i'"I"t "fill' lIIi,·iun ; and all " th;:t 
dwell on the earth," shall hear, ill their nwn ltlltlliJ"'\rinll~ djalert8: 
and lan",,~~e<. of " the wonderful work" of G",I." Then shall the 
Son of Mall "ome to seal the II('Slillr of creation, ant! to determinf> 
the fate of the human raee for (,Wi- and ever. "And this ~o,.pcl of 
the kingdom, shall be preac.hea in all the ' .. oIld, for a "ilnes" IIllto 
nil nations ; and then shall the end ('''"I<'.'' l\Jalt." xiv: 14. /1 
?lumber of pious conjedure .• are induZl!;ffl. t«lwhine<; the plae" 
where Christ shall hold the last assize of IlIanki;,,1. S"IIJC are of 
opinion, that the valley of Jchoshophat, will be the a ... ·lla of this 
universal assemhly; and to support their theory, they quote the 
address of certain angels to the tiiscipl".s, at the till", or' our Sa­
viour'S ascension. This valley winds round the base of Moullt 
Olivet, from the summit of which, the Messiah went np into hea­
ven. As he ascended to re,umc the glory he had with the Father 
"before the world was," his bereaved followers" looked steadfastly 
towards heaven," but whil<, they were endeavonring to gratifY their 
eyes, and regale their heart.., hy contemplating the receding forlll 
of their adorahle master, tv,,, men stood by them in white apparel, 
and thus acrosted them. " Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing 
up into heaven 1 this saine Jesus, tchich is taken from you into 
heaven, shall come in like manllU as ye have sem him go into 
heaven. " Acts i : 11. 

But another class of opinionists maintain that" THE J UOGMENT 

SEAT OF CHRIST," shall be set up in tIHl air; and as a reason for 
their faith in this particular instance, they adduce the comfortable 
doctrine, preached hy the Apostle, in order to reI11O\'e the un rea­
.onable fears of the disquieted Thessalonians. "For the I,ord 
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Limself ,h,lll d,',<'cll,1 f!'Om hr',wen "iih 1\ Bhout, Wilh tlll~ voice "r 
rhe .\ I'('h:tng'rl, m1(1 \vith tlw trump of God; and tlH' dl':l,1 in Chl'jst 
~halll'i.""e fir . ..;t. 'rJlf'1l Wl~ ,rhil'h are alive anl1 l'Plnain, shall be 
\':lll,;!:1!1 lip t(),~'dher with them into the clouus, to llWl't the Lord ill 

tl", ::il', and so .,h,,11 we ('I'er he "'ith the Lord, \'\'''erdure COIll­

I'nt one another with these words." Thess. iv: 1 G, 17, I;;. Again--

Let ItS all end 10 llw cl<!{{ltc/,{ and qualifications of the Judge. 

Tlw l'or'-,)J1 who shall prr,i,1c on this eventful occasion, is Jesus 
CIIl'i,t; Oil" cI','r), way qualified to sustain the office, which the 
Father hath onhined him to exc('nte. HE IS OMNIPOTENT, and 
therefore, hi, anth"ri!y ('anllot be resisted, nor will there be any pos­
:-;ihility of l·radiilg' the :-;Pllle,w(~ he pronounces. "He doeth accord­
jll~' to his \\ ill in the army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of 
t",' earth; an,1 none can ,tay his hand, or say unto him, 'Vhat 
,\ocst thou?" Daniel, iv: 3:J. \Ve may reject the offers of salva­
tion, and df' . ..;pi..:e tilt' rit'ht;;,; of his goodness and forbearance, and 
lnng sutferill~; but \\"t~ canHot c;--.t·ajlP frOl11 his justice, or withstand 
hi~ P{HVCr. ifrre, tht' authority flf .JlHlges and J.\t[agistrates is often 
set at nought. Demagogues nIHI partisans frequently contrive, by 
their a,lurp" aIHl influence, to neutralise the moral rigour of the 
t'ourt~; antI \"hen a ~jliI'it of r('~i;-..tan('e ul'iseth ill the hearts of the 
people, and ~tn.'tdH'th out it~ ann again;o:;t the go\"enunent, neither 
thp ol'llinury court..; of In\\', nOlO military tribunals, nor the most for­
midable arm:uncnt" no-my brethren, nor all of them in their con­
centrated clli,·it"ilcy. can stem the lierce and impetuoll,"; tide ofna­
tional resistance. Like a mountain torrent it rushes forth turmoiling 
anti tlri'"illg ('\,pry thing hefore it; nol' docs it:-i fury subside till it 
",,,hes into fraglnent; all the institutions of the country. But to 
J,·"IS Christ, is all power ;::i,'"n, hoth in heaven and on earth; and 
tIl<' countless myriads which shall be arraignc,1 before him, could 
they eyen organize a physical and intellectual combination, will be 
as incapable of resisting his authority, as the feeblest infant is unable 
to wrench the sun out of the firmament, or to quench the lights that 
burn round the throne of the Almighty. 

"\Ve must from God he driven, 
Or with our Saviour dwell ; 
Must come at his command to hea\'en, 
Or el:5i-uepal't to hell. n 

O)!N!SC!ENCY is another qualification of this divine Judge. "He 
is perfect in knowledge," and" His understanding is infinite." Je­
SIl< Chri,t, my hrethren, is continually scrutinizing every part of 
our inward and outward c"oncll~("t, " For his ryes are upon the ,vays 
'lfman, anll he seeth all h" gOJII;!;s." Job, xxxiv: '21. And the re­
<tc,·tiulI, that we must one day give atl :lCCQUllt of all our thoughts, 
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words and action., to one so capable of penetrating every disguisi:, 
and of searching the inmost l'1TC'"e, uf the soul, should exercise a 
salutary influence over us. He kIlUW, every thou~ht of the heart 
as soon as it is conceived; he hears and understands all our WOI"ds, 
uo matter in what language they are conveyed, or how cautiously 
Boever they are articulated; and he sees all our actions, though 
performed in secrecy, and under the covering of the night. ' He 
that planted the ear, shall he not hea/" 1 He that formed the eye, shall 
he not see 1 He that teacheth man knowledge, shall he not know 1"­
Psalm xciv: 9, 10. In this disordered world, the most astute or 
eulightened Judge, may be deceived by the agreeable manners, and 
imposing demeanour of a prisoner; and if this should not be suffi­
cient to obtain credit for his pretensions, the forensic sophistry of 
his advocate will supply the deficiency; and procure for him such 
a verdict, as will give him a right to inscribe" honesty" on his es-· 
cutcheon. But in the day of judgment none will think of resorting 
to these expedients, for everyone will then be convinced that" TilE 
LORD SEETH NOT AS MAN SEETH; FOR MAN LOOKETH ON THE 
OUTWARD APPEARANCE; BUT THE LORD LOOKETIl ON TilE HEART. 
1 S:tm. xvi: 7. 

But our blessed Lord is also infinitely just; and here we have the 
fullest assurance that he will administer justice in the most exem­
plary manner. "J1 God of trulh, and wilhout iniquily,just and 
right is he." The designs of Justice are often frustrated by the 
very persons who are appointed and paid to dispense it. Bribery 
has often inclined the heartofa Judge to favour a rich delinquent :­
titled libertines, whose crimes have cancelled their patent8 of nobi­
lity, have been comforted with the tender sylt1pathies of the bench,­
while the misguided poor have been crushed by its ansterity, nnder 
the semblance of virtuous indignation. Rapine, fraud, and oppres­
sion, have heen fostered by jndicial patronage, because they were 
perpetrated "in bigh plaees;" but the crimes which have resulted 
from the powerful instigations of poverty, have been visited with the 
heaviest chastisements, because the culprits were miserable and 
wretched. The same cause has frequently warped the intel2"ity of 
Jurors, and polluted the sanctity of a Jnry box. Even the English 
Bench, the purity of which is proverbial, has been degraucd by the 
infamy of a Tressillian, and a Jeffries; amI history records the 
names of others, whose judicial depravity has defiled the streams of 
Justice in their very source. "But shall 110t the Judge of all the 
earth doright?" YES-YES-is the universal re'ponsc. And why? 
Because "HE IS E1{CELLENT IN NH'IF.R, \!"'P I!\ JUDGMENT) AND 

IN PLENTY OF JV>TICE." Job, xx.ni; 23. 

1: 
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J1gain-.Il11ow me to occupy yow' 1"efleclio~lS, by adverting to the 
"ules and usages tohich shall be observed m tlllS Cow·t. 

The judicial proceedings ~f.the Judg~eJ.lt day, are glo,:,in,gly de­
scribed in two remarkable VISiOns; and It IS a notable cOIDCldence, 
that these two vi,iollS have been granted to two ilIustrions c~ptives. 
Daniel, during his captivity at Babylon, beheld. the four WID~S. of 
heaven contending upon the grea.t sea; and while he w~s stnvIDg 
to account for this singular conflict, he saw fuur beasts Issue from 
the convulsed ocean; one resembling a lion, the second like unto a 
bear, the third having the form of a leopard, and the fourth of an 
appearance, " dreadful and ter~ible." The.se emblema.ti~al beasts, 
denote so many belligerent natiOns, strugglm~ for. polItICal ascen­
dency, which the fourth one obtams by subJugatmg all the rest. 
A theocracy or religious government, is said to grow up from 
among the ten horns of the beast, whose aspect is "dreadful and 
terrible." This is also represented by a horn, having" eyes like 
the eyes of a man" and "a mouth speaking great things"-an 
intimation that this sacerdotal state wou Id be distinguished for 
subtlety, and arrogance. For a while, these political and ecclesi­
astical contentions distract the world; but the end comes-the 
kingdom of God rules ovel' all-and the kings and pontiffs, who 
made the nations quail before them, are required to give an ac­
count unto him "by whom kings reign, and princes ilecree Jus­
tice." I beheld till the thrones were cast down, and the Ancient 
of days did sit, whose garment was white as snow, and the hair of 
his head like'purQ wool; his throne was like the fiery flame, and his 
wheels as burning fire. A fiery stream issued and came forth from 
before him: thousand thousands ministered unto him; and ten 
thousand times ten thousand stood before him: the Judgment was 
set, and the books were opened. Dan. vii: 9, 10. 

The beloved disciple morever, was comforted amidst the priva­
tions of Patmos, by a luminous panorama oflhe Day of Judgment. 
He was now a banished man, enduring a painful exile, because he 
preferred the favour of God, to the patronage of Domitian. The 
venerable sufferer however, repined not, for he knew that he would 
soon be "where the wicked cease from troubling j" but he was 
deeply grieved, at beholding a violent persecution, coming upon the 
church, like a flood. He sees Satan issuing out of his prison, his 
mouth emitting a flame of fire, and his heart swelling with rage 
against the p~ople of God. The eye of the proscribed Apostle pur­
sues the decClvcr, as he goes forth, to fight against the Most High, 
followed by GOG and MAGOG, and all the hosts of the wicked, "the 
number of whom is as the sand of the sea." He sees this immense 
army compassing" the camp of the Saints," and his soul groans bit­
terly, as theIr haughty leader advances, and communil, them to sur­
render. Bllt his ;pirit is f':frc"Licr.! for-Io the banner of the erc;; 
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.. vaves in ample t',l.L, over th,> heaus of the l".,il',~(J. while a \'0"'' 

from heaven anilnate,~ tiWIll, ...:arill!,!', "HI:"'I~ r TilE. (h~'·II, .. o\ND HE 
WILL FLEF. FP.O'\t \'Ulf." The \ylil'lit· CIIlIl"dl df'vfJutiv r:\i~I' tlH'ir t',·p..." 

when, to their unspeakable joy, they see a pI \"-.(111· H .~.dol'ioll:-; il; Iii..:. 
appal'el" riding through the sky "upon 11 ",hite hoI'''','' and hold, 
ing forth the victor's crown, while he cxe\ailll"-" Be Ihoufuilhjiil 
unto death, and I will give thee a C/'Olcn of IlfL" 

And then they all lift up thei,' voices and cry, "Though an host 
should encamp against us, we shall not fear," The Lord, whom we 
worship, "is a luall of war," he hath triumphed ~_d(lrioll.,:;Iy ~ tlH~ 
horse and his rirler hath he thl'O\vn into the sea," &e, "Thro,,~ h (;,,,1 
we shall do valiantly: for he it is, that shall tread dO\\'ll ,JI'" "Ill' 

mies." And whiles they are defying their assailants, and rejoicing 
in the strength of God, behold fire comes down out of heaven and 
devours the besiegers; and the devil that deceived them, and the 
heast and the false prophet are cast into hell. This discomfiture of 
Christ's enemies, is immediately followed by the opening of his tri­
bunal that they may be judg-ed. "And I saw a great white thrOlH", 
and him that sat on it; and I saw the dead, small and great, stand 
before God; and the hooks were opened; and anotlwr hook \Va, 
opened, which is the book of life; and the d,-:"I were judged out of 
those things, which were written in the books, according to their 
works."-Rev. xx : 11, 12, 

Here then, my heloved, are the principles upon which this '!I'Cnt 

trial shall be conducted; here arc its rules and modes of evidence; 
and according to the testimony adducible f]"Om th"", various hook., 
shall we all be either justi(jerl,"or condemner!' In that day we shall 
all be u'ied, JEWS, GENTILES, CIIITl.<TIAKS. yea-and HEATHENS, 
according to our works, and by what shall he fimntl written in the 
book of God's omniscience-in the book of hi,; rcmemhrance,-in 
the book of his revelation; and in the book of the "iuner's 
conscience. 

Further- The ItI)solutl' authority of this divine tribunal, 1/'ill be one 
of its most distinguishing irails. 

Every civilized nation has a. vari(·ty of ("on rt;;.; , ~Tadl/atrrl on. a. 
scale of degrees; and each court enjoys a rank among- the Jeg-al In­

stitutions of the country, commensurate with the importance of the 
questions they are empowered to tl'y and ""jlldi,.,,tc, Person~ cited 
into the inferior courts, have the ril!ht of "1'1"':tii,,;.£ from theIr rle­
cision, and ofbrinrrin rr their cause untlcr the \'OIL ... jdj·ratillll ofa higher 
court, by an instrl~ne';.t, called a Catin )'(".i, Thi, teature in our 
Judicature is highly belle!iti"l, for it attnI'd,,; 10 II", pcople a ~node, 
of redress ; and to the more ('nli~hf(']wd J1l1l!!I· ... , an opportunity of 
correcting lni:3t:Ikr-:o:, nUll of rt'\ oLill!.!, dl'j i, ... i()ll.~ J tlHlt ~hould not 
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have been pronounced. "But" THE Jl!DGMEN~ SEA~ ~F CHRISr" 
i" the highest of all tribunals-anti the ~udge h'lIliltll.' Ii'!. far abov" 
all principalities and power". There ,.',,11 be no po~",b'l!ty ?f pro­
curing a repeal of its sentence; and all Its decree~ w.J1 remam, and 
operate with undiminished force forever. Now mdecd, we have 
Two courts of appeal, the" THRONE OF GRACE," and" THE MER­
CY SEAT." These are accc"ible to every son\. Repentance ami 
Faith are QUI' Certio..ari; and through him ' "holll God hath ~et 
forth to be a propitiation,' we may NOW procure su~h a reversIOn 
of the sentence, passed upon us in the Court of JustIce, as 'y,l! re­
move the awarded punishment, as far from us "as thc East IS from 
the \Vest." But if we neglect these gracious advantages,. then no­
thing will remain for us, "But a certain fearful lookmg for of 
.Judgment, and fierv indignation which shall devour the adversaries. 
Heb. " : 27. I shall now endeavour to introduce the persons-

SECONDLV-THAT SHALL APPEAR BEFOBE "THE JUDG~IENT 
SRAT OF CHRIST." 

ALL both small and great. will have to encounter this solemn ill­
tErview \vith Christ. r\t !IJ(~ or so mean or insignificant, as not to 
have some talents and graces to answer for; nor are there any 
g"eat enough to elude their responsibility. ALL of C\'ery nation 
shall be here. The polished inhabitants of Europe; the vol up­
tuou .. nati ves of Asia; the persecuted children of Afrie ; and the 
enterprising people of America. ALL of cvery dispensation-Pa­
triarchs, Jews, and Christians. ALL of every reli,!!'ious creed and 
profession. Roman Catholics, and Protestants; Dissenters, ane! 
Churchmen; Arminians and Calvinist,,; Methodists and Baptists; 
Unitarians, Socinians, and Mahometans. ALL of every grade in 
society. Emperors and Kings; Princes and PontilYO, ; Prelates anti 
Lords; Priests and Laymen. ALL, from the lordly rulers of nil 

hundred provinces, down to the slm'c that toils in the mill, and to 
the captive that languishes in the dnngeon. In a word ALI., frolll 
Adam the progenitor of mankind, down to thc last person that shall 
have appeared in the flesh. 

But, before this inconceivable multitu,le will be asscmbled toge­
ther, a great ~lany changes s!,all ta~e place. There shall bc signs 
and wonders m heaven above, and III the earth beneath, and in the 
waters under the earth; "blood, and fire, and pillars of smoke." 
"The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the mool1 into Llooll 
before the great and terrible day of the Lord come." , 

The ~niyerse a~ it now e:<ists, presents a most beautiful scene, 
nhoundlllg III all the attractIOns. Ilnd. variet.ies of a most gorgeous 
landscapp. The sky above 11,. IS pnmted m azme and "old, it is 
profusely gemmed '''ith ,hillillg" prarl~, nn,l adur,,/;l i~ the 



eentl'e with a supcoru (I.Ulltalll of lj~ht, fl'OI11 'hhidl ~trt'nllH o~ 
beauty and glury art- ,oIHI'.talld,"- pl'i)('I'I'dill~oo Inl1l1nH'l"lIhh' lakes nllt~ 
rivers ftre I'tll

o'llill,: tlll" if lluucviatillg' cour--!', and a~ they I"\I:-;h 
through the intcr8ecting glens, or calndy hrealh .. throuC;h the v:d­
leys, they water the earth and perpetuate its fi·uitflliness. Seas an,' 
oceans an" rolling un, hearing upon their bOSOlll thf' ships of (,\'pry 

nation. Splen(iuul" and nlll~ic nmintaill a wide dominion; every 
bush sustains a \varJIIl'r; melody sweet and variolls, is heard ill 
every grove; and a thou"anrl cas'cades and waterfalls complete the 
universal anthem, which ullnaturc performs unto God. Again, the 
earth is dotted all over" ith kingdoms aud cOlllmonwealths; prn­
vinces and citic5. These ~oml'l'i~p superb squarcs, mngnifh'ent p1'o-
111enades, spacious streets; and these again, are huilt up with 
churches dedicated" to the only true and ,\-i"e God." Temples and 
shrines inscribed "to the Lord's many, and Gous many," "'hom 
the heathens, "ignorantly worship." ,Vith arcades and bazaars, 
wherein are sold toys and baubles. Theatres and saloons. ",lip .. " 

as Jnuch is expended every evening, tn witllc:-;s a 111imiery of human 
life, or to gratify a sensual desire, as would feed a starVing family 
for a year. With palaces, prisons, and hospitals, the respective 
dwellings of the wealthy, the vicious, and the indigent: and halls 
of legislation, courts of Justice, public baths, and mnsenms, and 
colleges, set apart for the several purposes of national instruction, 
amusement, and protection . 

.lindfurther, all these are enriched with the pl"Oductions of genius, 
and the monuments of art; the trophies of war, and the acquisitions 
of research; the creations of science, the accumulations of industry, 
and the luxuries of commerce. But in a little while all this har­
mony will be deranged; and all this comeliness deformed. Yes, 
my beloved, all the continents and islands-all the kingdoms and 
cities of the world-yea, and all the worlds, planets, and globes that 
compose the stately fabric of nature, shall be engulrhcd in an ocean 
of liqnid flame, over the highest iJillow of which" The Angel of the 
Lord" shall fly, summoning all mankind to appear bcfore "TilE 
JUDGMENT SEAT OF CHRIST." "The heavens and the earth ",hi,"" 
are now, are kept in store, resen-ed unto fin'. against the Day or 
Judgment and perdition of ungodly men." 2d Peter iii: 7. 

But there will also be individual and personal changc~, as won­
derful in their operation, and mnch greater in their consequences, 
than these to which I have adverted. "Behold," says the Apostle, 
"I shew you a mystery: we shall n[}t all sleep, but we shall be 
changed. In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at t~c I~st 
trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dea(~ shall be raIsed 111-

corruptible, and we shall I", changeJ. For thIS corruptIble I.nu~~, 
put on incorruption, and this mortal Ulll,jt put on lI111nortalIty. 
1. Cor. xv: 51, 5:!, 53. 



.11ld ')23/(/,'s-TL" ambitiou" man will on,l.1cllly find him,d!' in tIle 
lH'p-."encp ~)fa .ltul:.!p, ,,,ho wa....; IIH'CI\: ancllo.wly, whil~ he i:,frmning 
plans 01" future a!.!~.!Tal1d;"'WI11(·lIt. till' ('\('CII1,01l of WhiCh, \\'ollld ('11-

~ro~s half a crlltll!'.'-', "rhf' :-:nrdiJ wfetrh, who 'nade 1l . .,llry tht; ~u­
~ine..;:-; of hi:-; lif~', :-.hall be dr~tg-,:';0.d to "The Judgment seat" ot hun 
who ha . ..:: Kaid~ "Wllf'll riche~ increase set nut your heart upon thenl," 
at the yerv mOlllPnt, he is stril'ing to add field to field, and barn to 
barn. Ali'] tlIP 1,Ia'phr'llll'l' will be hurried to the bar of that God 
who ho, sairl ",wpar not at all," prcecrlcd by a volley of oaths, the 
utterance of w!lich, "unduded his profane existence. AmI so forth. 

But to ,·eturn. The holy ~ngels shall also be present at "The 
Judgment seat of Christ." These blessed spirits are now employed 
in ministering unto the heirs of salvation; and in variouslyexecut­
ing the purpo-;es of Gor!: but in the day of Judgment, they shall be 
th e train-oc,uers and attendants of the Judge, and also assessors 
with him. The hicrardlS or chiefs of the heavenly host, who fought 
in heaven," the :roorl fi,~ht offuith" shall be there, to receive in the 
presence of aSilclllblcl1 worlds, the reward of their fillclity. .'Jrut the 
fallen Angels, who revolted against the authority of the Mo,t Hi~h, 
shall also form a part of this multitudinous assembly: anri tilat ""rr­
tence, under which they have been suffering ever since they rcbeUed 
against their creator, shall now be publicly confirmed, by thc lilli,'cr­
sal Judge or both angels and men. " And the A1!!,c/s which kept 
not their first estate, but left their own habitation, he hath reserved in 
everlasting chains, under darkness, unto the JudgmEnt of the great 
day." Jude, i: 6 

But there are some, ~vho deseJ"ve to be parlicnlm'ly nolicad, for 
they shall appear very ('on'pir'urw" hefor" "The Judgment seat of 
Christ."-Here will he the DEnL, the Olrl Serpent, that was cast 
out of Heaven; and there will be ADAM and EVE whom he tempted 
to eat the forbidden fmit. Here will be CAIN, who first shed human 
blood, and there will be ABEL, the innocent victim of a brother's 
barbarity. Here will be NOAH, the antediluvian preacher, and there 
will be his impenitent countrymen, who laughed at his zeal, and 
turned his piety into 11 theme for derision and rihaldry. Here will 
be MOSES, and the hraelites that came up out of Egypt; and there 
will be PHARAOH, and his army who were drowned in the Red Sea. 
Here will be BELSHAZZ.\R, the Chaldean, who degraded the vessels 
of God's temple into the appurtenances of a midnig'ht revel: and 
there will be DANIEL, the prophet, who told the imperial sensualist 
that his days were numbered, and his grave prepared. Here wili 
be NEBUCHADNEZZAR, the autocrat of the East, and there will be 
~HADRACH, MEsH.~eH, and AnEDNEG~, whom he ·caRt into the fiery 
furnace! for refusmg to worohlp the Image which he had set up. 
Here WIll be CYRUS, the PersIan, who emancipated the people of 
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God, ami there will bp ALEXANDER, till' lIl.i':i·""lIi"ll. who ,tIO\~' 
to enslave allmankilld. 

Here will be the WISE MEN, who travelled from the East, to "'8 

"the King of the Jews;" and there will he that very KING, whom, 
when an infant, these philosophers adored in a stable, at Bethlehem. 
Here will be JOHN, the B.\PTIST, who caille to prepare the way of 
the Lord; and there will be HEROD, the KING, by wbom he wa~ 
beheaded to gratify a vindictive cOllrtezan. Here will be JUDAS, 
the apostate, who betrayed his master for thirty pieces of silver, 
and then hanged himself in despair; and there will be PETER, who 
denied him with oaths and cursE'S, but afterwards wept and r!'pent­
cd. Here will he PILATE, the governor of Judea, who delivered 
up Christ to be crucified, in order to conciliate the Jews; and there 
will be P,LATE'S WIFE, who implored her husband to have nothing 
to do with that just man. Here will be the ROMAN SOLDIER, who 
pierced the body of Jesus; and there will be JOSEPH, THE COUN­
CILLOR, who buried that immaculate body in his own new tomb. 
Here will be STEPHEN, the martyr, who died, praying for bis IlIUI"­

derers, and there will be the INFATUATED MOB, that cast him out of 
the city and stoned him. Here will be THE ROMAN EMPERORS, 
and CONSULS, who did every thing in their power to exterminate 
the Church; and there will be THE PRIMITIVE CIlRISTUNS, who 
patiently suffered, gallantly contended, and nohly died for" the 
faith once delivered to the Saintil." Here will be VOLTAIRE, AND 
HOBBES, ROSSEAU, AND HUME, SPINOSA AND PAINE; and all the de­
istical philosopheril, who employed their erudition and genius, to 
bewilder the understanding" and destroy the souls of men; and 
there will be WICKLIFFE, and LUTHER, an,1 C!LVIN, BAXTER and 
KNOX; \<VHITFIELD, and WESLEY; and all the zealous defenders 
and Preachers of the Gu~p~l, who labomed incessantly" warning 
every man, amI teaching every man in all wisdom; that they might 
present every man perfect in Christ Jesus." 

.B.nd there also will be the present congl'egation; As eure my 
brethren as God exists, myself and every soul in this chapd will 
have to appear before" The Judgment seat of Christ," that we 
may receive the things done in the body, aecordinl1 to what we have 
done, whether it be good or bad. Now if any 01 you were involv­
ed in a law suit, that effected even a portion of your property, 
would you not use every means in your power, in ordef to prepare 
for the trial; and to obtain a favourable verdict. You would.­
Remember then that you afe all involved in a trial that concerns 
your eternal salvation, and oh! let me re'llll',t you-nay beseech 
you, to turn unto God with your whole heart: come unto him as you 
are, through Christ, but come untu him now, for you know not huw 
Boon yom soul may iJe required of ~·OU, and rest Il<lt till his huly 
~pirit bcareth witaess with your spirit, that he has pardoned and ac-
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,"'pled you, This my hrethre.n, '~ill fully l,ri'parr liS f(Jr the tr.i"! 
WI' mll~t \LL pas·, through; thIS WIn enable u:; JIIert our Judge WJth 
.10)" amI uot ",ith sorrow. Hut 

THIRnLy-LET us MEnIT~TE UPON THE SENT&NCE WHICH 

SHALL BE PRO.NOUNCED AT THE CONCLUSION OF THIS IMPORTAN'l' 

TRIAL. 

The it'revocable deci"ions which shall terminate this final inquisi­
tion, are described by our Lord himself: and the anticipation of 
them will deyoutly and profitably exercise the heart. These deci­
sions shall turn upon the e;'idence of our works, as upon a pivot. 
\Ve are justified freely in the day of conversion, by faith "Zone, with­
out any reference ",'hat,oever to our works: but in the Day of 
Judgment, we shall be decla,."tiveZy Justified by our works only; 
for they will be regarded as the fruits and evidences of our faith. 
And those, who shall not be able to produce the g-ood works, which 
I(row out of the faith that purifieth the heart, will be condemned; 
hecause their deficiency in this respect, will be a conviction of their 
having died in unbelief. "For we must all appear before THE 
.lUDGMENT SEAT OF CHRIST; that everyone may receive the things 
DONE in his body, according to that he hath DONE, whet.her it be 
good or bad." L~t us then, my beloved, notice the inevitahle con­
>e'IUl'lIce,;, which this sentence shall produce upon the just, allli 
"pan the unjust. 

This sentence tvill give the Just admission info the ChUl'ch tri­
mnphant. 

Now, in oriler to set this advantage before you in a clear light :-to 
8hew you its importance, and to exhibit as " a city set upona hill, and 
which cannot be hid," let me suppose that there i, a church, or so­
eiety of christians estahlisheil in a given part of this province. This 
church, let it be granted, is venerable fj)r its antiquity; and beauti, 
ful on account of its holiness. Several who were formerly in its 
communion, were" the salt oflhe earth;"-the evangelical lustre of 
many shone like the IJl'i!£htllc" of the firmament; and a very large 
number recel ved the crown of martyrdom. Further, this church is 
nolV in a very palmy and i1,1l1ri,hin,! condition-lik" a tree planted 
by the r;>£'r" of water, il'., leaf is a;"·,,,,, ([,"'ell: and it beareth fruit 
(·\·ery season. The members are all ·IIi." lily !£ifted, and eminently 
!:I?US; the ~[;.nc.tlty (!f the 1r,tI!IJstCf I~ I'rc)\"('r\Jial ; his preaching iR 

In demonstratlOn ot the SpIrit, and Ul 1I!IICh aS5urance"-and the 
conversation of both pastor and 1""I.lr. j, a praise in all the earth . 

. :~H\\": adllli:::;!;ioll into a C'hurdl li)'J tllj·". would be a 'Very ~reat 
dlstmctlOn; lJUt how much greatn IS I he moral amI spiritual elc-



Vation. to which the Just shall be rais~", whcn rh"l' shall I .. , recei\'­
eel into that" glorious church, which has neither silOt, nor wrinkle, 
nor blemish, nor any such thing." This church l'on,i;h of P3tri­
archs who helievcd thc proll:i,,-,; l'rol'11Ch who foretohl the things 
that should come to pass in thc 1.11I,·,. d"y_, : Apostles who ",',. .. co­
temporary with J","-; CIII-i" : nlHl EI':III',;'vli,t< who compiled his 
sacreulnemoirs. The gloriou~ army of Inartyrs ab:o, f" III a part 
of it: and within its pale likewisc, are all .. the "pi,.its of the Just 
made perlert" and the "innumeraul,e company of angels." All the 
members of this church are "clothed with white robes alld hn vo 
palms in their hunds." Their altar is " the throne of God and tho 
Larub"-" Psalms and hymns and spiritual songs" constitute their 
liturgy-the hidden manna amI water from tho well of Bethlehem 
form their sacraments-" they hunger no more, neither thirst any 
more; the Lamh which is in the midst of the throne feetieth them; 
all tears are wiped away from their eyes"-and JESUS himself, 
Who opene,l the Book with the seven seals, is their PRIEST and 
PREACHER for ever and ever. O! Illy brethren let us-

0' Lift our eyes of faith and see, 
Saints and angels joined in one j 
\Vhat a countless company. 
Stand before yon dazzling t1lrone j 
Each before his Saviour stall(1~, 
All in milk·white robes arrayed; 
Palms they carry in their hanrl", 
Crowns of glory on their head." 

It will also h'ansform them into the likeness of Christ. 

Come, spirit of burning come; amI fluicken our conceptions­
tbat we Illay like Hosea, the son of Bceri, rightly use similitudes. 
If any individual in this assembly, bore a very strong re,;emblance 
to a great and powerful King, would not the coincidence ronder 
him very remarkable. This monarch we'll suppose, is the beau 
ideal of regal perfection. He i" rightly endowed with all the 
graces and virtues necessary to adorn a throne; his mental accom­
plishments are numerous and profound; and his personal attractions 
are the theme of universal admiration. The suavity of his Ilmnners, 
endear him to all who enjoy his intercourse; and the wisdom and 
philanthropy which characterize his administration, make him a 
pattern of true statesmanship. His suhjects revere him fi)r his he­
nevolence and piety; and foreigners number his friendship among 
their distinctions. In a word-In this king are concentrated the 
antiquity of Melchezideck-tbe poetry of David-the wisdom of 
Solomon-the zeal of Josiah-and the renown of Augustus. Now, 
to be in person and acco.nplishments, the counterpart of so (',:10-
brated a potentate, would be very honourable. But Jesus Chl'lst, 
is ~'.!{ING or KINGS, AIID LORD OF LORDS.': ~ His thronc i~ in the 

C 
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h(,~\-Cil." and his hinrr!lulll l'I1leth over all. Pr;ll('i;nillir', 1'0\\'(1", 

and dOlllilliuuc', arc ~lIcde subject unto him. "He is the V',h '"llt 
lofty one that iul,·,I';II·[1I eternity." "He is the Lin" ('(crwt!, im­
mortal and i'n-i-il,I,·." Yea, he is "The ]J\c""-cLl and only poten­
t'ttc·," for he "rul!·th ill the kingdorn of men," and giveth it to 
,,..llOlll .• ()(·,-cr he will." An,l all the Jnst, even those who had been 
disfigurcd by the ravages ofsickncss; wasted ~y poverty; mutila­
ted uy war, and dis.membered by the exeeut,.oncr; all of them,. 
shall as a part of theu' reward, be transfonned ~nto the lIkeness ~f 
Jesus Christ, so that they shall, throu!;h all etermty, be so many um­
form and beautiful editions of the \\-isrlom, goodness, holiness, and 
omnipotence of their Goil. "For our conversation is in heaven; 
from whence al50 "" look for the Sudour, the Lord Jesus Christ: 
who shall ehan~e our vile hody, that it may he fashioned like unto 
his glorious boily, ", "url/ing to the working whereby he is able 
even to subdue all things nnto himself. Philippians, iii: 20, 21. 

But tt.is senlence 'will 1i1,-~:~'i.'e bestow on the Just, en everlasting 
inheritance in heaven 

In this sin-disordered world, where there is "no continuing city," 
the most indefeasible poso,'s.'ions arc held by very doubtful tenures; 
and at best, the short time whieh the proprietors are allowed to oc­
cupy them, considerably impair their value. Besides-some are 
cheateil out of their property by swindlers and sharpers; frequently 
a lar"r inheritance i.s swaI10wed up by expensive litigation; vast 
eslGte,; are often forfeited by treasonable practices; immense for 
tunes are sometimes suspended upon the turning up of a caril, or the 
rattling of dice; and the fluctuations, to which commerce are liable, 
repeatedly produce disastrous conse'luences to the holders of pro­
perty. The avarice of ilespotic kings, national changes, and va­
rious other causes issue in raising up needy adventurers to rank and 
affiuence, and in bringing down the rich and powerful to poverty 
and destitution, volcanic eruptions, earth'luakes, hurricanes, &c., 
produce effects, which deel:>re with a loud voice, " thefashion oftMs 
1vorld passeth away"-lJUt m the day of .Judgment, erery individual 
soulot the redeemed, "ill receive "Jl. Kina:dom which cannot be 
moved;" "an inheritance inc."·)·lI1'li(.1,', una'efiled, and that fadeth 
not away, "ese'rved in hC""""fo)' Iho.l." As the Lord livelh, every 
one of his people, even those that would have gladly received the 
crumbs, that fall from the tahles of the rich, like Lazarus' and that 
begged on the public highways, like the blind man of Jel?icho,-all 
of them shall receive an everlasting inheritance in heaven. The 
grantor will be .Jesus ehriol, himscl/'; and the title to this estate 
a~ well as the. meetness to enjoy it, will be conveyed in these be~ 
Dlgn ~nd gracIOus tenus. "Come, ye Il/c8.',,,1 of my father, inherit 
the kmgdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. ': 
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BU1, we must no\\ turn to the COlbc'111cnce- "hll'h this "cnlrncr 
sho.!1 prouucc ill the "le\,cu. \Vv have heen '"llu\'.Ul" the pillar of 
light, with a uUI'Tl(li!l~ ::;tcp, and a g'lat1 heart; but now we nlust fol­
luw the pilhr of clouJ, "t a ,,1,,·:.- P,IC,', alii ,,;th a suh,Luccl spiriL 
\Ve have Cll,!~"tY~JlI:'l''' to soar up to Iw::n'r1. ,)!l the pinion of con~ 
templation; ail,-l no,v ,,"e Inu~t strive to "'I) down LowLlros h, ll, h~ .. ' 
the intensity of rciic,(,ti,':L \Ve ha\'l~ Llceil dll'\IJl!'~in:!' l') Jf!LLt:.lt~ 
the p!ca~ur'-'3 \yhidl God huth p'scl"vc-J i~vr t:ll' n.::d~·(,IJ.iCd; ~-lIld now 
,ve IhU-::l c~;;:,ay t:) illlage forth tlll.: mi .... 'rir:.-:, \\11idl he h~llh prt'I'~.r('d 
for thf~ C'L:llLl,'llliJ('ll. 1 shall :.'"y il'lL!lill~ ofth·..: n_\!!Jo~·:.'C', the ~L·lr·CUll­
delnnation, the inClll',lLL: angui .. h and de ~pair, an(l the other 1t'~'l'Lal 
tortures, , ... fiich like so 111any \"ip,-~r3, shall peq:;'lually gnaw llt the 
souls of the lh!l111ed. Ii or shall I harrow you,' fcclin~·," by alluding 
to the burning thirst, the macluenin:.::: r<t~c, the consllining nlaIicc. 
the torturing fury, or the ill:-:,atiaLL .. ~ d(';:,ir<~' of revcn.~c, ,vhit.:h s!I":1l 
continually heap coali; ,,,. fire on t:",'r J"':I<I. No-nor ,bll [ 
grieve ,l'dll by a 1',':'ble efttllt to dc,criiJ" the deVGlll'in~· ,OE'OW, they 
shall Pllduf,', at IH'h[)lltin~: the nlercic.s tlli..'Y JI.':_,pi:::;c-...l-the invitations 
they refu",,!' and tllC I"';"ileg'" they 11 ,,::-1 "ct"" , constantly stalking 
before them as the upbrajillng gh'hts of the oi'portunities they mur­
dered. 

Tllrning from 'hcs~ poignant, bnt wholesome reflections, we ob­
serve that the ~i ;ltCllC'C, which ~haJl be dl·li\"crt,;·l at '" THE JUDG­

"ENT ,'E\ T OF CHRIS"'," trill excommunicate the toieked ]i·om Ihe 
Church Ifiwili,;u,nl, This ",ill he a sore and Jv,,-y pun;;\nnent ; 
and tlw very woru8, in which thC;'3ClltCl};"'~ ofC'xpubioll \,,~llIJe ;'1'0-
nouncctl, ;:,h.lll r~llg l!1l"011: .. ::h their ~uHl..; a.3 the rllu\~r:.J.l J::!eH oftiIl.'il9 

salvatioll. 'rn l);~ cxcl(t:l~.l publidy, fi'Ol11 OJ. church, or Chrl")t::El so­
ciety, Oll (,~Eth, l~ a gri::.:-,",}u.-; cabll1iry; and in SfJlne d.!.lli'dlC3 of 
high C'l::'ic',i,l ;l>;d pretensjqn:s, thi . ..; t.:Pl'CtllOllY is pcrfofJlu'd under 
apon-lEn.- CirCUI!l.-;t~lnet';. 'Th':! SClTic'; book i; :::;hut, til :-~:,,"'\i(v that 
th~ n~tfn~ of the pt'o:<~t;IW,l PC:'.·:·)ll i::; Id,)ltnl 0[1: vfthe I)uuk llt'lite; 
the light~ai'e e.\:t;il·_.;·ui,,!u",d tl) 11llJ,)te iii::, IW:Il.'~ ~'i';(,ll upto the bl~~l~­
ne38 uf 11 tr~ne3S; aDd the bell~ are run:.!- tJ pu!)li~h the death tit HI:; 

soul. The '·,1-" of the uenoullce,\ r"''''''", JWl'lcver, i., not utterly 
hopele33; if he repent and turn lillI<, Gud, his re-~{lnlilt"J:c" into the 
Church \viII tiJllow. ffLc' cmne ,vii iI Wl 1l~!l1lJJlc and a ('.;l:~'·ite sp~­
rit; and in tho cxcr,;;:-,3 of faith in Cltri:-t, he will be rccIJivc11 with 
gladne::;s, ::tlld th·~ "·~l ... )k chureh \yill rejoiec over iIi I)"! , as the fatl1;·;· 
of the pror1i~:1.1 rr'jfJj,'nd over his r.::c1aimul son. But t~lC: sentCl.lcc 
ofexcomnlUlli(~··~~i:)]"l that . ...:h~.1l i·~·."tl[; (com t:1".: lip., of .~;''''U.''; Chr.l.st, 
in the day of Jllrl.~·:ill ':;r, t;hall Dr·\·,·)' k' rr·,".;:·:[Y.l. !t ~·,jlall reillain in 
full fn·cr..~ for cPlcr; Hdll durin~ aU c~t·'l1ity, it sInH separate the 
soul fr,)/Jl the!J )PP 01 p~:r,ll)!l, 11'01.\ th,] 1l1(':1.~B ofrl':_":Ili("iliation, frmn 
the COJn1):1.IlV of GJD, 1'1":):n UL; sll\'iL'tj' Of'tll'; L.\:,m, ;"·':,lll llw ('om ... 

tnunion \,f ilw S">tRIT, f"OIU tl!..) felllJ\\·~h:p or the :::' \E"i.··;, ;:!ld frOIil 
any" 1';,1'1 01' lr.:t;' in "r.rHJo~ tJr.;'.Er...\r. j~s;;·::::· .. r,LY AI·;!) eHURe.:! OF 

THE Ft:~_,r-.Borr~J YI-aId! .\r.E WI!l'fT2S !.L'; lIE_\,'. CI.~J 



20 

This ,,,ntence willful'lher develope itsclj, in b,tni.1!ing the wicked 
fro", the presence of God fo" ever. 

This is:a sore and gl"if"'!v~uS punishn1ellt, nor can any he.art, h~ow­
CUT ,keply sunk ill a/ilietlOn, forlll an adequate coneeptlOn of the 
hli"hlill,O: cfic'cts, which this expulsion will prodllcC'. The presence 
o(Uo,1 i, the fulness of joy-the Jwrfection of happiness-the con­
sllllllllalion of bliss-and th0 eomplctl' ti"uiliOIl of ('n~r.r imaginable 
~-()()d. 1'hc divine prl'sf'Il(,(, is the river. the strcalns whereof, Inaketh 
;'-1,,,1 the city or Gild; it i, the tree of li!e that groweth in th" midst 
;,l'lhe garden, and the leaves o(,\'hidl, arc for the healing of the 
nations; it is the sact"alllC'nt o( p,cty, till' sign of unity, the hond of 
charity, and the hid'\en manna, upou "hieh the saints shall feed !i,,' 
e,·cr. The rays of heauty and glory, ,yhirh I"'o"ced from the pre­
~cncc of God, illUininatc the holy city, ~() that it 11('cd ... neither SUll, 

nor moon; and in this cffulgenl'c, nil the hO'h o( the redeemed 
bathe Ih"ltl. .... dvc:-' as ill a .... en of light ~ antI it .. r('[kclion imparteth 
Ju~tre to their erown~, while it i't'rp{'llI:1lt'~ tllC 1)lu(1111 of their palin 
hranche" and the purity of 11 ... ;r \\ hite rook,. But to sum up all ill 
a wOl',l-thc_' pl'(,~('IJ('(' of the hoJy and Illi':~.":('il God contains all the 
JTIlCWi'cl heart can long li)l'; ('Vi'l'Y thing which 1 hL' ~allctitjCtI soul 
ran dc,;ire ; and whatsoever i" c,scllli,,1 to the elIdless felicity of the 
glorified spirit. 

But from nil these comforts, pri"ilp!,:cs, and honour'. Ihe ,,,i<:].:o,1 
will he excluded for c,'cr, To hp drin'n from the Ian,] of O\ll' na­
tivity, hy the insulted spirit of the laws, or to be c'pdl,',l froJJl the 
11HIllC of our childhood, by un indignant father; to iw ~ent illto tIle 
\\ ide world, an outcast and n reproach, far from hIli/II' alHl ;t\1 it., 
('nd(':tl'llH'llb, the mark of public infamy written upun uur l~ll'plll'acl...:, 
a ~(~Il.";(' of our shmne and loss, ranlding in the }w:lrt. and a Clth('r's 
curse withering and crushing the sou]-the~e "ere t1'ITJIII'e IHllli:--h­
JlH'IIt>, but they could only last during life time; and the hrcyity of 
their dUl",ni.m, with the ar..:.;;nranCf! of bciD~ one day rclenfolcd ii"onl 
tlli'lI1, ,,·ol1ld ;-.ofr,·;1 their rigollr and render them endurable. But 
th:' ba.lli:--lll.IlC'ltt oJ't!w damned will have no tcrmination, the perio(l 
ot thi'lt' f,\!lP ~h·tllllpY('r concluck; the :-'lIloke of their torments 
:..:hall l'1l\'~ 10111' .tlir·11I it)]' t::VCl', and thl-;IIl~'h thi;o.:., no beanl of hope, 
110, ray cd Cnll.JiC)rt :-i!tilll I',\'l'l' IH'tl:ot:'·lt". I'll!' lhey "sliall be punished 
11'llh I'l'rrllf:;: .. 'n~· dl.'!llirilOJl.r!·'~II: t.J 

.. , !1I'f\fnc(' (~r.lhIJ Lord, fllld frout 
tht: :: .. JOI!J fij IllsjJou·t:i'." J\l\11 Llllnn~ aJi dp !'I II t',', the :--C'lllclll'f' of 
tlw 111'lll tlldt tlppcared ,\iilw:ll:t \Yt"ldirl:':' ~LlTHlf';lt, :--lJull be n.n illl­

I)a,~:\llk~ulr, ... t"JI;~rat.il)!..'·lll""11 rl'tJl~t till' i 1.',"; :li:d l)l~·:".'ill.~::3 (q'(;ud', .. 
rn'.::WIlI'P. .. Fllnd IIlJJt hand nnrl.1nlll' llnd [1:1,"(:; li-,Jl ',II'{fI" and cast 
Ililil into outer darl.Jlt.':3 ;' tilt.!"I' < 1~(,[: be u'(,.,'," i,l.,:)' (II; 1 .~'1ia.\hir.g of 
ledl!." 
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Filially-This sentence s!tall piultgc /hon ililo llie cVCl"iaslingjiJ'c, 
pl'epal'ed/ol' the devil and his angds. 

Such, my brethren, are the plain and c''IoIi''it t~m's, in which Je­
sus Christ himselfcourhes this ~\jlpallill~ {.l('l"i:~ioll,' lIor call we oy 
the eXI'('(iif'lJeil'''' Of;-;llphi . ...;tn·, Uf tht' n~rlJl:l<fe ur fabc critici~m ur 
the Hly~terics ofphy ... i .. lo~y-~ 01" thl' d.li~..:alll'I:Y H (~rs{'i(nc{'Jidst'{,; so 
called," either alt.'l" the 11H'<'llilJ~ IIr till...., :-.\'lIklll'I', ur t'.-;("<.qw ti-oll'l its 
},owt::r. \Vhere is the" i . ...;I, ? ",iJcre i.-; t.w scrjl)e ~ where is the dis­
puter of this \vorld? Tlil'.::e lIlay g"O on dnl"kt'llill~' "counsel by 
'words 'without knowledge. ') They may di,,;co\'er their ignoral1ce, hy 
attempting to display thl·i,· kllll\\It-.!c:,·. and convince LIS that they 
are pedants, while they are tryin~ tu persuade LIS that they me 
scholars." ., Unreasunable and wicked men" IlUlY remove the an­
cient landmarks, and ~et up fal:;e (h~a"IlIB of their UWll cOllstruction, 
whit:1 nHly lead the ullwary anti the t;lUII!-.dlt!l-:.;s, into the vor(('x uf 
imuwl'ulity and in1itlelity here; and tll!'llt'(' illllJ tile gulf of ('ltdl" ..... ; 
misery hereafter; uut the wurd uf G",I ,hail l"" I" ... · fur ",·pr. lie 
spoke and it \vas done; he coulmanu(·(l alit! it :-.tuud i"a:-.t. lIe \ .... ho 
}naue all things out o1'llut:liu;:, can ulkr tlli' 1.1',\:--, tlUU ('hallg(~ the 
constitutiull of nature ; yca, and be "'iil dl) it, 1;,1' tllI're ,hall be "a 
new heaven (tnd a new earth, for thejirst hea""n and the first earth 
shall pass away; and Ihere shall be no lIiorc sea." Again, these 
LoJie~ ,yhieh are" .sown in dishonour," shall 1)(' "rai:-oed in glury ;" 
the natural body shall bec<lllJe a spiritual uody; and the curruptiule 
uody shull become an incurruptiule aud imlllortal uudy, and death 
shall be swallowed np in victory. 

Sur .. ]\· tb.'", if God can communicate to the hodies uf the JURI: a 
rapd,_'it.\: filL" f'njoying t", {Tlcl .... ri!I!.;.· h:[ !'l'i!lc"':.<,;, he rail, with equal t~l~i­
lit:;, illipart to the fire ur he·lI, all ('/1:114- .... ..; 1liJratiuIJ ~ aud to the bodies 
of tht· d,unned, a lJuwL'r to ~lI"taill, the a.~.!;ony and torture it inflicts. 
The yoiee of (~t)d :-;:t.~ ~ it shall be H)-OUr (,()11Sl"ieIlCt'~ crr aloud, alJll 

declare that it i~ :o:o-alld the damne(l in their wceping, antI wailing, 
llnd gna:-:;hiug of teeth, :--;:1)' unto 11::-; this l'\'Clling:, ~, He not deceiveu, 
God is not mocked; the wicked shall be turueu into hell; every 
transgress"r shull ue plunged into tlH' fire that can never be quench­
ed ; and all impcnitent ,;illner" shall haye their I,,"·t in the lake, 
that burncth with fire and brimstone, which is the oceond death." 

While contemplating the doom ofthc wick~d, a ,,,,·Ionchul.\' feel­
ing rOllles UPOII tny suul ; llwl an unc..Iciinahlu :--f'll<ltiull gri"\l'S Illy 
spirit allo a~'il:lli:~ Hi)' hc;,-l't. I ~1'4' hell, in the l'1:rlll of all iUIIII('Il:So 
IH-i::mn, (,\}It~r,'..!·iJlg' frol11 the deep-deep o,'call uf (;ud' .... \\Tilth, tiS 1 he 
apo,lk ",.l\V tho hca,l ri,c up unt of the sea;" I ,ce darl, I",,,,·y 

'.Ellu. xxx; H. 



~,h[l,k, ... ;s n":~lcct"4i [rOll1 its fr():vnillg fl:nd insl1.rmo~ntablc "'al1s~I 
ee" its innume"able dlln~c()n" tilled ~vlih fl.amu.'g tire-.I see multl­
tw:C':,; (Jf Y\ J"i.'i'"h4,:1 cre:ltufl'-- loaded wIth chains, In the I11IOSt of thr.:'c 
!i<'ry I,ili.nw. Some of them arc curoing God, aml abusing .the 
2:dl~t..;:. and di~paraging hC:li:Cll; other::; are ItnplorI.llg annllulatlon, 
:u1l1 anon crying out .tor a d~"(.)p of ""uter to cool theIr t0l!gues j and 
oil of ,!lCI,1 are ',I"ceplng as II Ih','lr hearts would break llltO plCces. 
TIlf' ]"n.: loud echo of their "hril'ks awl cries reverberates through 
<'\ I"y 'T!I, and vault, and .. ~""rt1 of their prison-house, tolling like 
a h",,'·o IUller,,1 bell, prcJl'I.Iilllin" that the soul of hope and expec­
tation i.; dead. I see tiwir :--piJ'ih hon"ed do"wn ·with unavailing sor ... 
ro,v; I ;.:rc their hearts lica\'ill~{ in the cOllvubiol1::l ur renlOl'SC; I 
hear I he long deep-drawn snhl,illg" of lh .. il· d""l'ai,'; the smo~e of 
their torments is ascending ; tlIf'~v Ila\ (' rest lH'ithcl' day nor night; 
and the consciousness of having ltronght all tbis misery on them­
Helve", fill~ them with nngovernable ra;:c, and incessantly gnaws 
their hearts, as if a thousand vipers were devouring them. 

Somc of these miserable creatures, were formerly holy angels, 
and they dwelt with God in p"hlo",; of ivory and gold; but now they 
dwell in dungeons of fire and ltrimstone. Once they "'cre clothed 
111 garments "brighter than the noofl-{lay sun," hut no,v they are 
attired in robes of flame, Others Ii",,] on ""rlh, an(\ were like 
ourselves; they formed part of the cOI1.!.~n'gntif)n·": as we do no,v ; 
and heard tbe gospel preached to them a, we do at present ;-but 
tbey rejecterl the salvation that was offered to them; they preterred 
the pleasures of the world to the III0rli:i;",ti"IL, of the cross; they 
thought of f'Y('ry thjng but the one thing l1(,pdful ; they did nothing 
hut treasure II ,J to themselves wrath, and now tbey feel the day of 
wrath, and revelation of the righteous Judgment of God: and their 
sufferings shall continue as long as the Almighty will retain his 
being; anr! their misery shall rUll parallel "'ith the happine,s of the 
.Just. "Depart from me, ye cUI'sed, into everlasting fire, prepw'ed 
for the dtvil and his angels." 

But the predestined hour has at length arrived; the time ha. 
COlOe when all ll1u:-:t appear before H'rHE ,_il-OG:'I-JENT SEAT OF 

CHRIST." Behold then-see-a thousand cataracts offit'e are roll­
ing down from heaven; the firmament is torn into shreds' the 
dome of tbe world i, fallen in ; the pillars that supported time' arc 
totterin~; the ~tar' are darting.in "ild dieordcr throu~h tbe sky; 
!he sun IS strIvmg to ru .... h from Its orbit; t Tlf~ moon is being' turned 
mto bl?od; the sea and the wayes are ruaritle;; the gates of hell are' 
trelnb1mg; the pO'YC'l'S of heaven are sklkill'r' the everlastinO' 
doors are lifting up their heads; and 10, JESUS~ i'n "a chariot and 
horses ,?f ~re':-and attended by "the innumerahle company of 
angels, IS Issumg forth. He ascends" THE JUDGMENT Sr:.\T," 
the angel sounds IllS trumpet; the dend are coming out of thcir 



~raves ; the drowned are ('mrrrrirl(~' fro l ::' the sea J hell i." dJ~.:i\)j'gJIJ/ 
the damned; and heaven i,> >'endill: t~,rth II:,' redc,'''' .1; the boo!:,·, 
are opened; the sClltenrt~ j" pa~l; SOUle are tl(i\''-'1~ illl I hell, (':dl­
jng upon the ~'ocks und 11w 1I1UIIJItuins to f:111 upon till 'II I ; :llld 
others arc earned up to heaven, ti:';l'riiJing salvation to bilu that ::;it­
tcth upou the throne, ancl to the Lam!) for ever. 

And now my beloved, the yi.'ioll is sealed-the prn:>lwey is ful­
filled---the vale of Judgmellt i::; a W;t:-;tf\ and (Tcation':..; IIJdlll is :-:'('1.1-
cd. Look-an all,~'d i~ l'ollling ~ hI' locks t'll 1:,·11 ; he dashes the 
keys jnto the ocr:1.1l of eternity : 1'\.I·I;,ii!lil!~---l~cJrl is rcven~eJ ; the 
enemies ofChri . ...,t are ":1I1qllis!t"d : ill,' dl'a._'41i! :uHl the false pro­
phet are burned with firc; the I\;,'k"d "r.' ,':,·t into hell, and the 
saints shall reign with Messiah FOR EVER AND LrE;:. A'IEN. 
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