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On the hill making "l'prolll'iRtions fo,' tbe suppo,'! of the milit"rv establishment of tlto 

L'lIited States. for the yea,'nne thousand eight hundred and fourteen, 

lITR. SPEAKER, 

I AM against passing the bill on your table. It contemplates 
appt'oilriating the enormous l)um of S JO.,302,906 to the support 
of the military establishment for the IlI"eseut yeal'. 'rhis sum, 
and three times as much more, as is manifest from the well-found
ed calculations of military gentlemen, will be expended in the 
course of this year, if the army is raised which is authorized by 
the bills which have been lately passed, and the wal' fOl' the con
quest of Canada is prosecuted with the degree of folly and im. 
providence whi~h have hitherto chal'acterized it in its course. 

This appropriation will absorb nearly the whole sum which 
will be raised by the loan bill recently enacted. The terms upon 

. which this money will be obtained, requires a more profitable ap
plication of it. 'Vhen an individual raises money by sendillg his 
papel' to market, it is considered a sUl'e indication of impending 
bankruptcy, and is ever found to be the messenger of truth.'
'Vhen a go\'ernment, in behalf of all its citizens, I'aises money 
upon terms which evel'y individual would reject, were he a bor
rower, as too wasting and extravagant, they ought at least to be 
able to give a good account of the manner in which it has been 
expended, and the returns and advantages which are obtained. 
Bad economy in an individual, is bad economy in the public. But, 
sir, if this sum, or any larger sum within the resources of the 
country, was called for to build a navy for the protection of the 
commerce, and avenging the wrongs of our common country, 
against the aggression of any and all nations, whether EIIg;lish 01', 

French, barbarous or civilized, I should give my v.ote for it with 
great promptness and pleasure; but with a view to the conquest 
of <..:anada, or in the support of a war which I view not only to be 
weak, but wicked, I would as soon vote supplies to be expended 
ip the invasion of Canada by land, as the investment of it by sea, 
We can as conscientiously pay for the shedding human blood on 
the plains of Abl'aham, as on the river St. Lawrence. If the 
character of the contest in which we are engaged, were that 
which is given to it by the President in his message, I should be 
one of the last men in this house to oppose this appropriation; 
and sure I am that my constituents would expend their last clol. 
lar, and shed their best blood, in its support. If, sit', in the Ian· 
guage of the President, " it appealed for its support to the pure 
principles of patriotism and the pride of libel'ty," in the section 
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91' country which I have the honour to represent, the withholding 
of supplies, the refusing to levy men, or raise money.' or any other 
incident, would not impede its prosecution. If, sir, It appealed to 
these heaven·born principles fOl' support, the citizens of Massa
chusetts, never insensible to them, notwithstanding the many 
dark surmises against them, and the .nany illiberal, not to say in
decent remarks, to which they have been subject in the course 
of this debate, would he found where they ever have been, and 
ever will he, when those pure principles call them to action, in 
the f\'Ont rank of effort and danger. This is the pfoud and ele
vated ground on which the tl'Ue history of your country has placed 
them. In the glorious contest which achieved our independence, 
in which Massachusetts took counsel alone of her courage, her 
supplies of men and money were greatly beyond that of any other 
state in the Union, whatever may be theil' pride ()r their boasting. 
In a war in which " the pure principles of patriotism and the 
pride of lihel'ty" beat to arms, the place which has ever known 
Massachusetts, would know her again, 

Though the PI'csident has said that the W'lr appeals to "the 
pure principles of patriotism and the pride of libeny for support," 
he has not condescended to show how, 01' in what manner, it does 
so, It rests wholly in assertion. And if he h'ld said directly the 
reverse, the position would at least have bee II as well supported. 
In my mind, its character is the antipode of that which is given it 
by the President. The prosecution of it, after the revocation of 
the orders in council, was Ulljust, as it respects ollr enemy, and 
pre-eminently so, as it respects ollr own country. Not believing 
in the justice, necessity, or expediency of the war, I am against 
its farthel' prosecution; and it is my wish to admonish the admin
istration to effect an armistice, and make a peace by the only 
mealls which are left us, hy shutting our hand and withholding 
supplies. 

Some gentlemen seem to act under the impression that the mi
oority are faUlty in not concurring in the granting of supplies; that 
the Congress in ! 812 having declared war, we are committed anu 
must make the necessary pruvision for carrying it on. [his I do 
lIOt admit to be sound doctrine. We art: as much at liberty to think 
for ourselves, and act according to our op~nions, as our predeces
sors werE. Acts of legislatures which are in the nature of gra£)ts, 
it is true, (Ire irrevocable, but the declaration of war is \lot of that 
character. An after legislature, with reference to such an act, is 
not bound to effectuate the purposes of a formel' one. It is not only 
their right, but their duty, to rescue their country from destruc
tion. This unjustifiahle claim of superiority, on hehalf of the last 
Congress, and of a sort of vassalage to tl.em, on the part of the 
present, is not to be admitted 0\' endured. Whether or not the 
war was just at the time when it was declared, is of no impor
tance. To prosecute it without cause, is as unwarrantable as to 
commence it without justice. After the revocation of the orders 
in council, I contend that we had no cause for prosecuting the 
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war, which was just, even as it respects our enemy, But if it 
wel'e just, as it respects OUI' enemy, in the situation of our coun
tJ'y it was unjust and cruel, as it respects our own eOllntl'Y, aod 
against the duty which the governmellt owes to its citizens, If 
we had just cause of war, as it respccts our enemy and OUI' own 
country, it ought not to have beer. declared until negotiation h"d 
been fully and fairly tried, and the aItemative of wal' 01' satisfac
tion had been prescnted to the, enemy, If just cause of war ex
isted, and negotiation had been tried and exhausted, to prosecute 
it by invading Canada, and cal'l'ying misery and destl'uction to its 
inhabitants, in as much as invading them hag no tendency to en
force our rights, which al'e said to be violated, or to compen~ate 
us fOl' the injuries said to be sustained, is wanton and cruel, The 
mischief done to them is merely gratuitous, To make a war just, 
as it respects our enemy, it is necessary that they should have 
done us an injury of such magnitude as to be good cause of war, 
not accidentally, but intentionally, claiming a right to do it, or ill 
contempt of our rights, and that we should have called for satis
faction, and it should have been denied us Wal' is a tremendous 
evil, and ought not to be resorted to for light reasons, It is the 
last resort, the ultima ratio of man, and the greatest temporal 
scuurge of GOD, It is with surprise and deep regl'et that I hear 
it spoken of with so much insensibility by gentlemen of the ma
jority, The bloody, the wasting work of wal', seems to be con
sidered as an amusement, 01' a trifling game of hazard, Having 
failed in two campaigns, prosecuted at an amazing expellse of 
blood, u'eas\lre and human happiness, another effol,t is spoken of 
with as much sang fl'oid as a second hit in a game of back gam. 
mon, 

The misfortune of the world is, that they who declare wal' do 
not fi~ht the battles and undcl'go the miseries of the field, Had 
the Congl'ess which declared war sat on the snow-banks where 
Hampton's army encamped, their false or mistaken patdotism 
wuuld have been cooled, their ses~ion would have been short, and 
we should have had no war, Let gentlemen visit the field of bat
tle, view the bodies of the dead, and hear the groans of the dying; 
let them follolV the maimed and the cripples through all the 
mazes and miseries of their wretched joul'l1ey through the reo 
mainder of life; let them visit the friends of those who have fallen 
in battle, and witncss their agonies and distress, and they will not 
expect to compensate for the aggregate of human misel'y in lofty, 
unmeaning expl'essions, of what is due to mistaken national honol"" 

To make a war just as it respects OUl' olVn citizens, the object 
contended for, ought to be of sufficient magnitude if obtained, to 
compensate them for all the losses they sustain, and th~ miseries 
they suffer in its prosecution; otherwise mOl'e of evil than good 
will result fl'om it, The expectation of success ought also to bo 
reasonable, These points ought to be so clear that there could be 
no difference of opinion, among intelligent and honest mer:, Thel'e 
al'e cases, it is true, in which a nation ought to take counsel only of 
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its Cvlll'ag-e. \Vhen its existence is threat~n~<l and ~J1 i.s at ha: ard, every effol·t ought to be made, and If It falls It will fall I triumj'Sh. But. sir. in ordinary cases, something is due to nation: interest and national happiness. as well as to visionary notions ( national honor. I am as little in the habit of reckoning evel' thing in dollars and cents, as any gentleman in this house. Bu the false patriotism of sacrificing important interests alJd rights tl secure pretended ones, deserves severe reprobation; it is ~gains an important article in my political cl'eed. The gentleman from Virginia (MI'. Nelson)" rejoiced and re joiced," almost without ceasing, that the discussion of this and it! kindred bills, had taken place in the latitude which has been in· dulged, inasmuch as it had afforded an o!>portunity to the mino. rity, to show to the world the evidence of theil' attachment to the English nation, and the effects of British influence, \Ve have been asked again and again, by gentlemen of the majority, from val'i. ous quarters of the House, where that spirit of resistance to Bri· tish aggression has fled, which was manifested by the federalists of Boston, in their,memorials to Congress, in 1806, urging the govemment to war with England, and pledging their Ih'es and fortunes to prosecute it with vig'or; where those feelings now are, which were exhibited by the federalists at the death of Pierce, who fell by the hand of British violence; and where that national pride is which was called forth at the insult offered to our sovereignty, in the attack upon the Chesapeake. It is said by those gentlemen, who with an air of triumph ask these questions, that, when Pierce was killed the federalists contended for the honol' of burying him. and for the first positions in his funeral train; and thut they thil'sted for satisfaction fOl' the insult offered to our national hOllor, in the affait' of the Chesapeake. This is all true,The same spirit now exists among the same honot'able men, and will show itself whenever the purposes of justice, and the hono\' orthe nation require it, The gentlemen who' have alluded to these facts, call not have attended to their opel'ation, and the evidence which they furnish, that the feelings of the federalists are truly American, Should the British pu~ forth their hands and touch American interest or insult the honor of our nation, if any want of spirit 01' powel' of resistance is discovered in our country, it will be found in the ranks of the majority. \Vhen and on what occasion have the gentlemen of the majority exhibited such temper and spirit towards the l'rench, undel' insults and injuries of the most atrocious nature, as they now beal' witness, that the federalists on these occasions manifested towards the English ?-On none. I l'epeat it, sir, on none,-On all occa~ions OUl' government for twelve yeal's past, have discovered a truckling, submissive temper 10 the govel'n,m.ent of Fr~nce, which would di~gracJ! the tamest people, ~Vhe~ II1Jured and I,nsulted outrageous)y·mstead of demanding satIsf~ctlon and shewlI1g manly and propet· resentment, such as our national honor required, our govecJ;lment have condescended 10 put apologies into their mouths, which they have disdained to offe~ 



fgr themselves. When our ships were burnt by French cruiS3rs 
by order of the Emperor, against all law moral or national, the 
complaints of OUI' government were expressed in the: language of 
meekness. They merely suggested to the FI'ench minis tel', that 
if it was necessary to burn OUI' ships to prevent the fleets of their 
enemy from falling in with them and obtaining information, (which 
the French had never intimated) that it was the" most distress
ing mode in which belligerents exercise might contrary to right," 
\Vhile our government have been very sensitive and tremblingly 
alive to every symptom. of British indecorum, and by a kind of se
cond sight have seen it whel'e it did Il.Ot exist; they have licked 
the dust from the feet of the emperor of the French. The maxim 
" the same disposition .which makes one insolent to the weak, 
makes him abject to the powerful," hal> been al;lUndantly verified 
in the conduct of our government toward:! the two great bellig
erents. 

I have no blind prejudices orp:ll'tialities for the English nation. 
:My feelings al'e purely American. Englishmen and Frenchmen 
when they violate the rights of our country, it is my wish should 
receive the same measure of I'esistance, I was educated in revo
lutionary principles, and inhaled with my first breath something of 
prejudice against the people with which we al'e now at war. It 
does not entci' into my views to shew that our enemies are right; 
it is true I feel a conviction that the govel'l1ment of our country is 
wrong, and if this could be shown without seeming to justify our 
enemy, the lask to me would be less unwelcome. This it is impos
sible to avoid. It is a despotism of principles, from the tyranny of 
\rhich no one who attempts to perform what I feel to be mr duty 
to do, can escape, It-is impossible to show that one party to a 
conu'oversy is wrong, withollt apparently shewing that the othcl' 
is right. But justice is justice, and right is right, let them apply 
ag:1inst whom they will; and he must be a miserable jurlge who 
decides causes according' to the panies, and not according to their 
merits, 

Although the orders in council are out of the qucstion, having 
been revoked, Hotice given to our government and an armistice 
proposed uy our enemy before hostilities were commenced, yet 
such have becn the allusions to them as evidencing a disposi~ion on 
tl.c part of our enemy, wantonly to il1\'ade our commercial rights. 
and not to be at peace with us, that a fcw remarks upon t:lcm will 
not be misapplied. 

The enemy did not consider those orders as an infraction of oUI' 
rights, as an independent nation. If they rca~oned incorrectly 
and their ordel's were indefensible, there was nothing of contcmpt 
01' intentional wrong- in their conduct; of course nothing to excite 
the \'iolenr:e of pas~ion, 01' thaL heat which arises when injury is 
coupled with insult .. Inj'llrics of this kind we have often received 
from the French, and tamely submitted, 

At the time of the passing' of the Berlin decrees, we were at 
peace with Prussia, Hamburg and Denmark, and our merchants 
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'Were carrying on a pl'ofitable tJ'ade with them, in various commo
dities, some of which were of the growth and manufacture of 
Great Britain, These nations then ranked as free and independ
ent nations, and the trade which we then carried on with them 
was lawful, and one which we had a right to pursue. The Em
peror of France nor any other government, excepting that of the 
respective countries above mentioned, had a right to intenupt it. 
Bonaparte, as a war m~asure, not as a municipal regulation, re
solved upon the destruction of this u'ade; and by means of a mili
tary force com pelled the governments of those countries to discon
tinue this trade with us, to the injury of our mel'chants. Had Bo
naparte fitled out ships and captured Amei'ican property on the 
hi~h seas, on its pa$sage to those countries, if it were originally of 
British growth or manufactUl'e, no one would have contended that 
it was not a violation of our neutral rights, and that we ought not to 
lJave resented it. Where is the difference between his sending a 
force upon the seas to capture our property going to a neutral port, 
and sending an army by land to do the same thing? If the end is 
wrong the means used to effect it cannot make it right. The pro
perty of our citizens captured and condemned, undel' the Bedin 
decree, greatly exceeded that seized uuder the OJ'ders in Council, 
in any given space of time. 

Many months before the Orders in Council were put in execu
tion, we had notice from the British government, that if France was 
permitted with impunity, to interrupt the trade between neutrals, 
that shc would by way of retaliation intcnupt the trade of neutrals 
with FI'ance. However, whether or not the Orders were a jnst 
retaliation IIpon France, and could be inflicted tlll'ough the sides 
of a neutral, is of no importancC', they having been repealed and 
due notice given to Olll' government. With J'l!ference to the tem
per discovered by OUI' enemy, I thought it pertinent to make these 
remar!;;s. 

Aftel' the Orders in Council were revoked, we had no just cause 
of w~r, even against our enemy. The complaints of impress
ment did not furnish one, when war was declared. That injuries 
had been done to us ill this respect, is not to be denied. nut that 
they are of the magnitude suggested, there is no pretence; an ex
aggeration without example, has been the effect ofthe round num
bel' calculation, in which gentlemen have indulged. The subject 
does not admit of precise certainty, as to the number of our sea
men taken against their will, or the amount of our injury. But the 
investigation, which one of my honorable colleagues (1.\'h. Taggart) 
has made, and which is beroJ'e the public, shows that it is a mere 
baggatelle, when c'ompared with the representations of gentlemen 
of the majority: even within the walls of this bouse, and in the 
course of this debate egregious errors have been committed. The 
gentl~man, from Pennsylvania (Mr. IngeJ'soll) bas attempted to as
certalll . the whol.e number of impressed American seamen, by 
companng the nl1mbel" of American seamen, found on board the 
Guerrierc, Ja\"a and Peacock, with the whole number of seamen 
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~n board those vessels, and then supposing, that the whole num
ber of impressed American seamen in all the British ships, bears 
the same proportion to the whole number of seamen in the British 
navy. This rule if rightly executed would be uncertain and falla
cious. But the gentleman, has made a I!listake of upwards of /line 
hundt'ed per cent. in the number found on board the Java. He 
has assumed that she had eleven, whet'eas she had but one. 

The investigation of this subject which has taken place, before 
the, legislature of Massachusetts, to aid in which, men of both po
litical parties have not only been invited, but compelled to give in
formation, shews that the evil is not only small, but diminishing 
daily. 

The British nation claim the services of her subjects in time of 
war, and the right of visiting neutral merchant ships. and taking 
those who have withdrawn from her support. This right on change 
of circumstances, she admits to exist in our government, and it is 
certainly claimed and exercised by other belligerent nations. Her 
right to impress even her own subjects, has been more than doubt
ed by many of the majority. That the power of compelling the, 
subjects and citizens of all countries, to contribute their services 
in time of war exists in some department of their government, 
cannot be questioned. The chairman of the military committee 
(in the course of this debate) has intimated, that, if enlisting sol
diers failed, conscription would be the next resort. 

Though it is admitted that this power exists in our country, it 
is denied that it appertains to the government of the United States. 
It belongs to the state governments. As between G. Britain and 
her subjects, I can see no reason why she by her naval officers, 
cannot compel the services of her subjects found on the high seas, 
as well as we ours, by our military officers found on land. If she 
has a right to the services of her subjects, they have no right to 
withhold them. There cannot be right against right. If the sub
ject has no right to withhold his services, withdrawing from his 
country and entering on board a neutral ship is wrong, and to ex
empt him from serving his country because he had withdrawn, 
would be a'lowing him to take the advantage of his own wrong, 
which is not admissible. But it is'said, that they have no right to 
visit our merchant ships; that a ship at sea is an extension of our 
territory. This principle is applicable only to national ships. The 
argument of the honorable Speaker, proves too much. If his doc
trine is conect, that a neutral merchant ship at sea is an exten
sion of her territory-articles contraband of wat'-enemy's persons 
and property may be carried without intel'l'uption by neutrals, and 
the law of nations respecting contraband of war, would be of no ef. 
fect. It is due to the honor of a neutral nation, to suppose that her 
armed ships sailing under her authority, will pot violate bel1ige
rent rights, and supply her enemy with articles contraband, Stc. 
But this is not due to her merchant vessels. The right to visit 
them fOl' the purpose of searching for at·tides c;ont1~aband, for ene
my's persons and enemies goods, is chimed and exercised by a.lI 
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belligerent nations. lfthis doctrine of the Speaker is corl'eet, it follows of course, that free ships make free goods, a position which is deni'ed by all writers of respectability on international Jaw. In all cases w here free ships make free goods, iIY the ru Je between nations, it is the effect of treaties which have changed the common rule, al,d the making of which shows that the law of nations is otherwise. 

But it is said, that if they visit our sl,ips, they will take not only theil' own, but our citizens. That such is the similal'ity of language, manners, &c. that it is impos~ible to discrimin'\te; and because they cannot exercise thcir right, without invading ours, they must aballdon theirs. \V ho is it that occasions this confusion 01 charaltel's and persons? The documents which have been read by gentlemen on the other side, to sho\~ tile magnitude of the injury, aDd the determination to compel a redress in President Washingtou's time, show also that fl'om the high wages given, and other lures, British seamen were enticed into our service. 1\ 0 means of prevention were adopted to exclude them from our vessels, and avoid this'interl1lixture of persons-and confusion of I·ights. 'Vhat, sir, is the law in cases analogous? 'Ve may reason from small things, to things of greater magnitude and of a higher naturc. My feelings aiways recoil, when I compare men with property. 1 am in the habit of estimating human flesh and blood, quite as highly as the gentleman from South Carolina (MI'. Calhoun) 1 also prefcr the per~oll of a man to a bale of goods. I consider him of too high a nature to be placed on a level with pl'Openy. 
If A. has an indefinite quantity of any conlmodity, which has no ear marks, or distinguishing features; and B. has also an indennite quantilY of the ~ame commodity-and B. intermixe5 his with A's, the consequences are, that B. incurs a forfeiture of his right. He who creates the confusion of rights, forfeits his right. I do not mean to be understood, that as we suffcr their men to come on board our ships, and confusion aribcs, that therefol'e they ha\'e a right to take and hold, not only thcir subjects, but our citizens.But certainly as we are the cau~e of the confusion, it does not seem to be warrantable, to conclude, that they shall not be permitted to take even their own. 
The right to take from American merchantnlen, native American citizens, or the citizens or subjects of any other country, whether naluralized in America or not, is Ilot claimed by the Briti~h, and when(;v(;~ they ~I'e, talten by mistake, they are discharged as soon as the lllIstake IS discovered; and our government have been invited, again a~d again, to furnish mformation that justice might be done. .In pOint of principle, there is no controv\'rsy between us, cx.cepung a:' to hel' subjects, which have been naturalized in AmerIca. A rIg],t to theil' services, she daims in virtue of their native allegiance, which shc contends they owe her aml cannat thl'oW off, without her consent. ' 
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Upon this point, the British government, and our own, are at 
issue; and upon the ground of reason and authority, in my mind, 
it is against us. But if it were not, I ask gentlemeJl of the majo
rity, who seem to be so sensitive on this subject, if there is any 
justification for involvin~ Olll" country in war, in the state in which 
we were, for this class of citizens-when the consequences are, that 
native American citizens, who are bone of our bone, and flesh of 
our flesh, cannot be pl·otecte<\. 'Vhat is the President's answer 
to tile native American citizens of North Carolina and Maryland, 
the fathel's and mothers, the brothers and sisters, the wives and 
childl'en, who supplicate protection of 0111' government for them
selves, in the houses, in which they were born and on the soil, on 
which they and their ancestors havt: immemorially inhabitec.l_ 
" we cannot protect you," 

'Vhy not give this answel' to the new bO.I'n citizens of our coun. 
try, or even to native citizens, who are IIO't content to share in the 
milk and honey of 0111' land at home, but ask protection on the 
11ighway of nations? \Vould not the answer to the citizens, 41 we 
cannot protect you," be emphatically true,. more so than the an
swer to the good people of North Carolina and Maryland? and 
could not honOl'able pride more easily submit to give it ? Great 
sensibility is discovered by gentlemen in this debate, for the sufq 
ferillgs of our naturalized citizens, and it has often been repeated 
that government dare not refuse to protect them. Many lofty 
high sounding expressions concerning their rights, and what is 
due to our national honOl', have been repeated again and again.
Sir, humiliating as the thought is, in the present state of our navy, 
it is not in the power of the government to protect OUI' naturalized 
citizens, on the ocean. In attempting it, we take the children's 
bread, and give it to strangers, 

This class of citizenli have no claim upon our government fol' 
protection on the high seas, against their native country, 'Va 
took th~m, subject to her claim of allegiance; and are bound to 
protect them on the high seas only against others than their own 
country. By naturalizing them, no such duty devolves on our 
country, As well might a man who had mortgaged his estate, 
and then conveying it, as free of all incumbl'ances, complain of his 
grant~e for not paying the debt, to secure which it was conveyed 
in mortgage, The forms of our naturalization law lead to no di~
closure of the cit'cumstances undel' which a citizen, who oifer» 
himself fol' naturalization, leaves his own country- \<Vhethcr 01' 

not he is banished, anel discharged of all obligations of illcgi:\!1ce, 
does not appeal', The pride of men who can say to nativ~ citi
zens, we cannot protect you, and with s\~'elling importance rush 
into a hopeless war for the protection of naturaJi~ed one~, i~ CI;II1. 

~emptible, 
That allegiance is natural and universal, in my mind, is sup

ported by reason and authority. _ On this subject, the great Eu
ropean nations accord. Inoul' country it has been decided that 
allegiance is perpetual, by the highest judicial tri\)unal, and in. 
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times when the public mind was less agitated than at pt·esent. 
All the purposes for which a man, by the writers on the law af 
nations, may emigrate to another country. may be accomplished 
with~ut his throwing off his allegiance, and, in any event, making 
war againdt his own. By emigration, and being domiciled in a 
new c'ountry, a person may place himself in such a situation as to 
incur double 01' inconsistent duties; but if he, thus situated, incuI's 
any penalties, he is a subject for mercy; but it does not alter the 
law. 

But, sir, if the British impressin~ her subjects, who have been 
naturalized, is a cause of war, can it be just as it respects our 
own country, tbat ten of our native citizens should be sacrificed 
in trying to defend one of them? 'Ve have already lost ~n a much 
greater proporqon. If an answer could be rightly given in the 
affirmative, I say, to obtain justice by negociation, had not been 
fully and fairly tried. 1 shall not wade through an ocean of do
cuments to show what does not exist, by showing what does. Any 
person who will take the trouble to read the lettel' from Lord 
Grenville to Mr. Kinr"of the 7th of March, 1797, the instructions 
of 1\lr. Jefferson to Mr. Monroe, of the 5th of January, 1804, and 
of Mr. Madison to Messrs. Monroe and Pinkney, of May 17th, 
1806, and the correspondence between Monroe and Pinkney and 
the British commissioners, and examine all the other documents 
in the executive department for twenty years past, will find, that 
a constant effort has been made, on the part of our enemy, to ad
just all difficulties respecting impressment, upon terms consistent 
with her prt:serving the control of her citizens, without distress
ing ours, and that such terms have never been offered or yielded 
to them by our government. Imjlressment was not a cause of wal' 
when it was declared. The mischief existed in a much greater 
degree during the administration of Washington. It was consid
ered by him as an evil of a nature not to be remedied by war. 
Surely no man bettel' knew what was due to the honor or interest 
of his nation, than the father of his country, or was more I'eady 
to assert her claims. Since the rejection of the treaty made by 
Monroe and Pinkney, no attempt has been maclc to cffect an ar
r~ng~ment respecting impressment. In the treaty with Mr. Ers
kmc It was not noticed; and ill the communication from our Sec
retary of State to MI'. Adams, after war was declared, it is not 
mentioned. Is it possible that gov~rnment can now seriously de
clare that a cause of such a nature, which has slept so long, and 
not even. heen the subject of negociation, was a justifiable c~use 
of dcclanng. war ~hen we made the declaration? Surely a gov
c~nment WhICh, wllh sllch an extent of defmceless sea-coast; 
wllh .su~h an ~~ount of property on the ocean unprotected; with 
confl~ctlng ?pIIJIOnS among its citizens, would declare war against 
It natlOn winch had the means of Imnoying us in the highest de-

. gree, must have a gl'eat avidity for shedding human blood, and 
~~ust expect the curses and cxecratioli~ of their 5uffering country. 
i he blood of tilousands cries to Heaven fol' vengeance against them. 
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No men ever more wanted what the celebl'ated Valdesso said
" All military men, need a time for so!Jer reflection before their 
death"-th~n those who involved this once happy country in war. 

The feehngs which gentlemen of the majority discovel', as it 
respects war. in my mind, do no credit to their hearts, To obtain 
any object by negociation, and in a manner which oUl!'ht to flatter 
the pride and honor of our country, does not secm to" afford them 
any pleasul'e, ~he gentleman from Pennsylvania (MI'. Ingersoll) 
wh~n endeavoul'lng to support t.he position, that taking high ground, 
as It respected England, was the way to bl'ing her to our feet, 
refelTed to the settlement of the affair of the Chesapeake, He 
spoke of that proud nation as having been brought to humble her
self before us, by spirited measures on our part, In anothel' 
part of the same addl'ess to this committee, instead of rejoicing 
at this event, he deeply regretted that Congress had not then 
been in session, that war might have been instantly declared, 
The habit of our nation was then feverish; her pulse then beat 
high, and he seemed to think we should then have fought with 
spirit, Can any gentleman wish to obtain by Ihe sword what can 
be secured by negociation ! ! I desire to thank my GOD that he 
has not yet suffered such feelings generally to pel'vade the hearts 
of my counU'ymen, 

If we had just cause of war, and negociation had been exhaust
ed. the invasiofl of Canada is inhuman and barbarous: if success
ful, it has no tendency to put us in possession of our violated 
rights, or compensate us for C.UI' wrongs. The mischief which 
is done to the Canadians, is merely gratuitous; as much as the de
struction of the property of a humble .i\lqividuaJ. The unofrend· 
ing Canadians do not stand between us and our rights, Where 
a government places its citizens or subjects in that situation, the 
injured country must cut its way through them to the object to 
which it has a rightful claim. If the British govel'llment, by 
means of armed ships, invade our commercial rights, we al'e jus
tified in destroying them, and the blood of her SUbjects will be on 
the heads of those who administer their government. Theil' de
struction can be justified, because it is necessary to the attainment 
of a rightful object, This cannot be said as it respects the in
vasion of Canada. Even misrepresentation has not charged the 
innocent Car.adians with indulging any feelings inimical to liS, un
til acts of outrage were committed a~ainst them. All the wrongs 
which it is pretended we have received, result from the acts of 
the . .government to which they. are subject, and in whose councils 
they have no voice, Foul, indeed, must be the robes of the magis
tJ'ates of a country to justify washing them in the blood of its in
nocent subjects. The invasion of Canada is like storming all iF
firmary. The vanquished will be a present plague and future 
expense, Suppose the Canadas should be taken: will it do us 
any good, or OUI' enemies any hurt? If they are to become a com
ponent part of the United States, and be admitted to all the pl'i,,
iletes of freemen, we shall ~hcn hare a motley mixture of citi. 



zens, ignol'ant of their rights and of theil' duties, added to a popu .. 
Iation already too heterogeneous. If they are held as a conquel'ed 
province, and considered as a colony, an armed force must be 
maintained to keep them in ordell'; at the head of which some 
future Cresar, or present Bonaparte, may overtu"n the govern
ment of our country, 

The honorable Speaker is impressed, that the pride of Englatld 
sets a value upon these possessions, and that the brilliant pages of 
her history will be ~arnished by their loss; and that the memory 
of "Voll', and his splendid 'victory over Montcalm, cannot, after 
these possessions are gone from her, be had in remembrance by 
the English nation with pleasure. These circumstance" may 
make the purchase dear to us, but give the possession, when ob
tained, no additional value. If it has an anificial value to our 
enemy, it will be lost in OUI' hands. Besides. can it be believed 
that Great Britain would sacl'ifice hel' maritime rights, or any 
principle which enables her to maintain them, to regain the pos
session of the Canadas, which have evel' been an expense to hel' ? 
Is it in man to believe that she would make a peace and cede the 
Canadas, and leave us in possession of the fisheries which were 
secured to us by the treaty of peace l The fisheries are of more 
importance to the United States than all the land between the 
Lakes and the North Pole. The wealth of the deep is inex
h~uStible. Fishing vessels are the cradles in .which our most ex
pel'jenced seamen are rocked. But for them, instead of tl'iumph
~ng in the successes of ollr naval heroes, and passing resolutions of 
lmmortality to theil' memories, we might now have been mourn· 
in~ in their defeat, and we'Cping over their faded laurels. 

But, sir, is the conquest of Canada to be effected? One honor
able gentleman from South Carolina (Mr. ~alhoun) has told us, 
when attempting to show that British power IS less now than when 
struggling for existence and the freedom of the world, that it is 
not bone, and sinew, and muscle, that nerves the arm and makes 
powerful, but that it is motive and vigor of feeling which do~s. it. 
Another honorable gentleman (the Speaker) has ;;aid, that Brltlsh 
pl'ide sets a high value on the Canadas. No honorable g-entleman 
will say that the citizens of the United States, as it respects the 
conquest of Canada, feel the operations of the motives which, in 
the opinion of the gentleman (Mr. Calhoun) constitute powel', 
when the states in the neighbourhood of the most powerful pro
"inee will not move a finger to effect it, but reprobate the attempt 
in others. In this situation, what prospect can even these gentle
men ~a\'e of obtaining the object of the war-the conquest_ of 
Canada? -

A gentleman from Vermont presses the prosecution of the wa!
for the conquest of the provinces, because it will be convenient 
to us to possess them, we no,,, having too extensive a frontier. Is 
t~Jere no su~h thing, ~n the estimation of that gentleman, as na
tional moralIty, or national justice? Are the rights of one nation 
to be measured by the wishes or ,.-ants of another? The \:cnt!c-



man's farm may be locked in by the lands of his neighbour, and hI!: 
may want them; but this ,viII hardly justify him, in 101'0 ClmBcitn4 

eill, in seizing them by fOl'ce. 
Believing as I do, that the invading of Canada is wrong. I can~ 

not voluntarily aid in the unjust attempt to take it. If 1 were to 
give my vote for any measure, the object of which is to effectuate 
that end, I should offend against, the present generation, posteri
ty, my country, and my GOD. Considering the invasion as immor
al, whether or not it has been unskilfully prosecuted, will make 
no difference with me, as to voting supplies. If the end is wrong, 

• a' skilful application of means to effect it, will not make it right. 
On the subject of a navy for the general purposes of the nation, 

with no reference to the prosecution of the war in which we are 
engaged; and as to the approp"iations which we ought to afford 
the administration for the pllrpose of building a navy, I totally 
disagree with the honorable gentleman from Rhode Island, (Mr. 
Potte,'.) He seems to be impressed, that the only way to prevent 
all govel"Oments from engaging in war, is to deny them all the 
means of building ships or making any preparation for it. In this, 
however much I generally value and respect his opinions, I think 
he is quite enoneous. A government thus sparingly provided' for, 
.. ould do no more good to the people than a blind man in an empty 
~~ , 

A naval force is our proper defence. If our liberties are to be 
preserved, and our commerce and common country defended, we 
must have one-It is indispensable. With such an extensive sea
coast a million of $oldiel'~ could not guard us at all points. . Amer
iGan valor cannot operate where it is not. A foreign nation,pre
dominant at 'sea, could apply their force, wherever we had none. 
The remarks of the gentleman from Tennessee, (Mr. Gl'undy,) as 
to making the war purely defensive on our inland frontier, apply 
with double force, as to OUI' seaboard. 

Our navy ought to be of such magnitude, as to make it an item 
in the accounts and considel'ations of the maritime powers of 
Europe. But to secure us respect on the ocean from all nations, 
it is not necessary that our naval force should be competent to 
coping with anyone important European power. Suppose Eng. 
land and France were at war, each having theil' five hundred 01' 

any other numbel' of ships of war, and the United States with, only 
fifty; if our rights were invaded by England, the consequenct: 
would be, that OUI' weight would be thrown in the scale of her 
enemy, and there would be five hundred and fifty against five hun
dred. If France should u'esspass against us, our naval power 
would co-operate with En,!land and the like inequality would be 
pl"Oduced against France. So that, though their ~everal. force 
would greatly exceed ours, yet each belligerent, havlO~ a view ~o 
the force of their enemy, as well as to ours, would find It fOl' their 
security to respect Olil' rights. But if our na!al force i.s 50. con
temptible as' to make UJI of no consideration 111 the estlmatlon of 
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European nations, we shall ever be subject to theil' 'rapine and 
plunder, as often as they are belligerent, and we neutral, 

" Free trade and sailor's rights" are the order of the day, at 
court and in the country; and gentlemen are so delighted with 
the sound, that they pay little regard to the substance. .They 
seem to have taken for their maxim, as it respects saiiol"S rIghts, 
" all for love and the world well lost." 

After the revocation of the orders in council. our commerce was 
undel' no restrictions fl'om the British, excepting those which the 
rights of belligerents, by the law of nations, impose upon neu-' 
trals, 'Ve have be!:n foJ' so long a time at peace, while the Eu
ropean nations have been at war, that we seem to have fot'gotten 
that belligerents have any rights, But. h,owever high we may 
hold our neutral rights, it is to be considered, when they are put 
in practice, they must admit some temperament and amicable 
compromise with the rights of others, Should it be our misfor
tune to continue in wal', I think we shall be found to claim anii 
exercise belligerent rights in as high a degree as any nation on 
earth. Already have our courts gone farther, in condemning pl'O
pel'ty as a prize of war, than any of the tlecisions of !lir William 
ticott. 

That free ships make free goods, or that the flag 'covers all 
,vhich sail!! under it, is not the docu'ine of the law of nations, and 
to have it so settled, is not less against OUI' interest, than against 
the pl'inciples of interllationallaw. If a gentleman, who has his 
home, not on the mountain wave, but on the mountains them
selves, had contended that this was OJ' ought to be the law of na· 
tions, J should not have been much surprised. Hut Lhat the gen
tleman from Pennsylvania, (Mr, Ingersoll,) who resides in one of 
the most flourishing commercial cities ill the United States, and 
who every day must behold the abundant fruits of the principle, 
that free ship:; do not make free goods, should contend for it, is 
to me truly astonishing, Situated as we are, a world by ourselves, 
naturally, and undel' a wise administration, might be so politically, 
the mercantile nations of EUI'ope, will probably be at wal' ten 
years, while we shall be but one, If free ships made free goods, 
the merchants of European belligerent nations would pursue their 
foreign commerce with their usual profits, only paying freight to 
a neutral canier, In the ousiness of carrying, we should have 
fOl' rivals nations in Europe who, from the lower wages of their 
'seamen and cheaper subsistence, would undel' work us, But if 
free ships do r,ot make free goods, the consequence is, that the 
~elliS:'erent owner cannot ship his goods on his own account, but 
IS oblIged to, tlell to a neutral, who secures not only the freight, but 
the mercantile profit, In our country a great commercial capital 
is employed in foreign commerce, while those nations who have 
been our rivals in the carrying trade in the existing wal' between 
~ngland and France, and probably will be in future \vars, have 
Iltt~e 01: none. OUl' merchants as pUI'chasers having annihilated 
theIr I'lvais, have secured not only the mercantile profits, hUt 
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the profits of carl.'ying, Immense wcalth in OUI' country is the 
ft'uit of thc principle, that frce ships do not make ft'ce goods, And 
if wc must go to war, thc intet'est ·of our country requircs that 
wc should fight in support'of this principlc rather than to effect 
an alteration. . 

The gentleman from Pennsylvania, contends that the laws of 
nations must be altered; that articles contraband must be dimin
ished, and the ri~ht of seat'ching for enemies' goods limited and 
restrained; and that neither the President of the United States, 
nor any future President ought to make peace until these changes 
are effected. Sir, is it for the interest of our country that these 
alterations in the laws of nations should take place? In my mind 
it is not •. But if it were, is it in our power to effect them? Can 
we with OUI' armed ships, so few in number that they cannot 
with all their heroism and valour defend our own port~, enforce a 
change in the law of nations, and give a new code to the world? 
No, sir, there is something in this proposition beyond the dreams 
of madness. 

Sit'-I am one of those who nevel' believed the causes alleg
ed, to be the real causes of the war being declared. It is not in 
man to control his faith. \\'e cannot believe without evidence, 
nor disbelieve against it. It is not to be believed that wat' for the 
protection of cornmerce and sailors' rights, could be furced upon the 
nation, by those who are not merchants, 1101' sailors, nor their rela
tions; nor connections, against the prayers and entreaties of those 
who are. Nature has not changed, nor fathers and mothers in the 
Eastern states, " monsters proved." Miracles, or at least, some
thing more thah the declaration of the gentleman from South-Ca
rolina, will be necessary to establish this to be fact. This gen, 
tieman, in the abundance of his candor and decent respect for the 
inhabitants of the Eastern states, supposes that such outrages 
have been committed against the righL of sailors, as La furnish just 
cause of "'-aI', and that they are by the operation of party spil'it so 
duped and blinded, as to be insensible to the feelings of humanity, 
and the sufferings of their brethren and kindred. This gentleman 
would do well to pallse and consider how far pany feelings, have 
affected himself. 

They respect human flesh and blood, and the ri;.;hts and liLc (tics 
of men, as highly as any member in this HOllse, and they will nOl 
condescend to take lessons in humanity from the people of any 
state in the Union. 

The people of Massachusetts are not the inferiors of those of the, 
state, which the gentleman has the honor to repre~ent, in the pub
lic 01' private virtues; nor in the knowledge of the true intere5t of 
their country, foreign or domestic; nor in the proofs they have 
given of zeal and industry in its services, nor in any particular 
which calls for, and obtains the just considerations of the humane 
and enlightened. 

There are but three suppositions, upon which I can account for 
'.Val', b'eing declat;ed by OUt' government against England, at the 

c 
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time when it took place: each of which cany terror to OU1' coun~ 
try, accurding to tht: views, which I have of its interests. . 

1st. That the Emperor of France, had an ascendency In the 
councils of ollr nation, from the fears, which he excited, 01' the 
hopes he inspired. 

2d. That the views and designs of the administration, were, to 
-destroy the commerce of the country, and make us purely an agri-

cultural and manufacturing pt!ople. . 
3d. That it was intended by the administration} to change the 

form of our government. 
Tn adducing the facts and evidence which operate on my mind, 

in fayor of each supposition, I shall endeavor to avoid repeating 
that which has been laid before the committee, and reIllarked up
on, by those who ha\'e preceded me in this debate, and shall advert 
to such auxiliary proofs only, as have occurred to me, and not been 
noticed by others, 

The honorable chairman of the committee of Ways and Means, 
in the remarks which he submitted to the committee, made frequent 
allusions to the late President, :\11', Jefferson, and to his actions 
and opinions and those of others concerning him. It cannot there
fore be amiss if I avail myself of his example. 

I have long considered that gentlcmlll1 as the champion of anti
federalism and democracy, as the main spring and soul of the par
ty which now direct the destinies of our country. It is a fact weJl 
known, that he, long since predicted the predominance of French 
power, and the o\'erthrow of England. England, it has been 
thought, could do little more than" gather up her garments that 
she might fall with decency," 

\Vith SLlch impressions. the hope might have been indulged, 
thollgh I think it would have proved vain, that Fl'ench favors 
11lig'ln be secured by SUbserviency to French power. To me, sit·, 
the effects of French influence have been as visible in the measures 
of oLlr government, since the commencement of Mr. Jefferson's pre
sidency. as though they were written in sun beams. A few facts in 
addition to those which have been mentioned by other gentlemen, as 
evidence of French influence, will be suggested without much am
plification or comment. Alter the commencement of the French 
rc \ olution, the ~overnmellt of France, proclaimed the right of 
self government to exi,t in the people of all countries; and the in
habitants of Sl. Domingo were declared to be free. In 1806, the 
merchants of OUI' country cii,rried on a profitable commerce, with 
that Island, as they might la\vfully Jo. ~onapi!-rte then wanted 

'" ships, colonies and commerce," and declared that a rebellion 
existed in that.c?untry, beca~se they refused to submit to his pow
er. O~r admmlstrat~on findmg the people of St. Domingo, in full 
possessIOn and exercise of the powers of government, had a' right 
to carry c.n commerce with them, without asking permission of the 
Empt ror of France, or any other power. 
, A rap from the French minister, procured the passing of an act 
prohibiting this commerce; as promptly as a rap on your tabl~ 
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calls this house to ordel·. In 180 l-~, when tho Spaniards were 
in alliance with the Emperor.of France, the dupes of his artifices 
and the instruments of his power, N. Orleans, to whicn as a place 
of deposit we had a right by treaty, was occluded by them, and 
we were deprived of this right to 01\1' great illjury. Spoliations 
upl)n our commerce, to a gTeat amount; previou~ly to this ti!ue,. 
had been committed by the Spaniards, and compensation had been 
demanded anti refused. It is a fact, which has frequently been al
lu,ded to by the majority in our debatt:s, and not denied by me, to 
be true, that gentlemen prominent in the L"kral party, were for 
doing our country forcible justice, They Wl:re for seizing New· 
Orleans, and repossessing themsel ves of ri~hts of which, in viola
tion of good faith, they had been d~prived. Upon this occasion, 
the Demosthenean eloquence of a :\lorrb, was exerted ,vith great 
force, in the liI'st branch of our legislatur::, to excik them to vin
dicate and enforce OUI' rights. but without elf,·et. \Ve were then 
told, that it w~s anti-republican, and against the ~;enills of our gOI" 
ernment, to go to wat· for foreign conlJuest j that no considel'otion 
ought to illduce the U"ited States to go to \\'a,' fOI' fif,} years,
The voice of complaints from our injured ci,izcns, wus h·,'~!nl by 
our governmellt, but not regarded. The Spaniard, were then the 
allies of the French; Spanish insults and illjul'll:" 1\ ere submillcd 
to with tameness. Sin.ce the Spaniards commel,ceu their strug'gle 
to rescue their country from French bondage, what ha, been the 
conduct of our govel'llment ?-It has been reversed. ln~teau of 
manifesting that sympathy, which ought to have been excited, fOI' 
a people, who were among the first to acknowlldbe our indepen
dence, and who were struggling for their own, u,ll' goverllment 
assumed a hostile attitude. The minister of Spain, Mr. Onis was 
not accredited. 

The policy of our government towards Spain, as it j'espccts her 
American possession, let the members of the twelfth Con!;r" 5S 

explain what tbe world does not already know. In a (outest like 
that between France and Spain, every man of sentiment mu,t be 
a party with the latter. To me it is not a subject of indiif<:l'euce, 
whether Spain is governed by the monarch of her choice. or by a 
mei'e puppet of a king, who will always act in confor"lity to tile 
views of the tyrant of Europe, the chief juggler behind the cur
tain. The sentiments of the gentleman from Georgia (~1.r. For
sythe) upon this subject, in my mind, are not only very incorrect, 
but highly reprehegsible. 

The coincidence of the measure~ of OUi' government, imd those'} 
of France f(;lr many years past, "ust have been the effect of desigIi 
and not of accident. Our emIJal'go ancl non-intercourse laws, 
have comported exactly with tile French continental sy,tem. 
Whatever has been prophesied iu FI'ance, ha, come to pass here. 
The footsteps of BOI,aparte, have been visible in all :he paths of 
our government. The acts of insolence on the part of France, and 
sQbmissioll on the part of Ollr administr~liun an' \\lthout nU:"~Lr. 

The Emperor of the Frenc/1 assumed the rigllt of iDfel'fenllg 



2U 

i'n OUl' municipal regulations, and in the details of acts passed by 
the legislature of our nation. Mr. Barlow, in his lettel' to :\\1'. 
:Monroe, of the 16th of March, 1812, says-

" The Empcrol' did not like tile bill we have seen before Con
gress, for admitting El)glish goods contracted for before the non
importation Jaw went into operation. 1 was quetitioned by tl.e 
Duke of Bassano on the bill, with a good deal of point, when it 
fir5t appeared; and I gave such clear and decided explanatiollS 
as I thought, at that time, would l'emove all uneasiness. But I 
have since heard that the Emperol' is not well pleased. If Con
!';ress had applied its relieving hand to individual cases only, and 
on personal petitions, it would have excited no suspicions" 

The conduct of Mr. Barlow, while minister in Fnillce, was 
warmly approved by the President. Is there nothing of French 
infl uence llIanifested in this transaction? Could any thing show it 
more clearly? Are the legislature of OUI' country; in the hall of 
liberty. which we heal' so often mentioned, to enquire whethet' 
" the Emperor likes a bill" before they pass it? l\Iany of our me
ritonous citizens who were entitled to the consideration of our 
government would have been ruined, had they not been permitted 
to import goods contracted fOl', before the passing of the non-im
porta,ioll act. Xot to have made a general provision, but to have 
driven them to a personal petition, would have been unjust and 
cruel to them, as well as base and servile in our government. Out' 
minister submits to be •. questioned with a good deal of point," to 
make" explanations," tried to remove" uneasiness" on the part 
of the Emperor, but after all this he, the Emperor, " was not well 
satisfied" Had Charnpagny then told us, that with reference to 
France" we were less free" than the colony of Jamaica were, as 
it respects England, it would have been too true; and he might 
have added the other epithets which he applied to us, on another 
occasion, tliat we were" without honor and without energy." 

As it resptcts the Berlin and Milan decrees, our government 
submitted to take the lead in changing the state of things between 
the two countries, when by a soleI'nn act of legislation, we had 
committed ourselves on the subject of France bcin~ in the wrong, 
and bound to take the fir::t step. Insults to our national honol' and 
injurits to Olll' national interest have been submitted to patiently, 
when France has been the aggressor. But thank God, we have 
reason to hope there is an end of the excess of French power, and 
that French influence in our councils \Viii cease with it.' . 

2d. That the views and designs of the government were to de
s~roy the commerce of the country, much internal evidence arises 
from the measures which they adopted. The Embargo was a 
perpetual law. Against the will of the President and little more 
tl,an one third of the Senate, it could not be repealed, and com
merce revived. War was declared, without such indications to 
our commercial citizens as would induce them to bring home theil' 
property from abroad. The non-intercourse law was continued 
'Yhich put it out of their power t9 withdraw their funds from th; 



enemy's country. Every thing which w<\s done 01' omitted, was 
calculated to destroy our merchants and comn.el'cial c:lpital. The 
gentleman to whom I have alludcd, as the kadel' of the dominant 
party, is the enemy of commerce; considers great cities, the con
comitant of commerce, as •• great sores" Oll the body politic, and 
the tillers of the earth as GOD's chosen people. He wishes to 
see the agriculturist and the mechanic by the side of each other, 
and that the place which now knows merchants should know them 
no more. 

3d. That it was intended by the administration to change the 
fOl'm of govemment. 

In the lettel' of 1\[1'. Jefferson to Mazie, the ties of our govel'rr
ment were spoken of as LiIiputian, anel inadequate to the exi
gencies of our country. I believe this impression prevails with 
many gentlemen high in the consideration of that clltss of the 
people. who now constitute the majority. If they believe that our 
government is 100 feeble, that its ties are Liliputian, would it not 
be of course that they would attempt to make them stron£!er? If 
this were their design, wlJat course could have been tak~>n more 
apt than the one pursued? If I were one of the administration, 
and this end was in view, no mea~s better adapted to that end 
could present themselves. A military force would be indispensi
ble. A nav:!l one would nut answer. A hundred thousand sea
men would not endanger the liberties of this country, or assi!'>t in 
overturning the govemment, in as grcat a degree as one half the 
army w()uld, which this appropriation is designed to raise and sup
ply. To raise an armed force has ever been the favorite measure 
of those who have m-Jitated a revolution in theil' country. vVhen 
I see a man or a party of men, treading in the footsteps of those 
who have gone before thc;:m, I conclude that they aim at, and will 
arrive at the same cud. What better pretext could be fumished 
for raising an army, than a war with England and an invasion of 
Canada? \Vhen the idea prevailed that the conquest of Canada 
was to be the work of but a few ~hort days, it was generally said, 
by the friends of administration, and of len by men holding high 
ranks in the army, that from the conquest of Canada they wuuld 
return and put duwn federal opposition. All opposition could ea
sily l>e called by this name, and be subjected to the same fate. If 
the object of the war, was free trade and sailors' rights, the seat 
of it would be on the ocean, where they are violated. Insteadof 
expeI\ding millions upon the land to no purpose, we should havc 
employed our fUllds in building ships to meet our enemy on thr 
ocean, ""here she alone can be met to any effect. Can any mea
sure be more preposterous than attempting to enforce your rig11ts 
on the oce~n by attacking a detached, unimportant territory. 
,wh~ch, if taken, would not distress yOllr enemy, or compel her 
to do justice 1 No man can believe, that if Canada was taken, 
o\.\r elleroy would abandon the principle for which she cont~nds. 
vVe mu,st thefil. in order to enforce what is considered the fights 
of lli!-.tjll'a,!ized seamen, resort to the o<;ean at las~. A war must 



be waged which w.ould be interminable, ?r end possibly in our 
defeat and di5gracc ; our SC:l·coa3ts be laal waste; thousands of 
OUl' citizens slain. and tens of thol1~ands reduced to poverty and 
wretchedness . .No administration would subject our country to all 
the miseries of tl:is war, fOl' no other purpose than the vindica
tion of the rights of naturalized seamen, when out of the juris
diction of the government of our country, Some other object 
must have been in view. 

These apprehtJlsions may be viewed as the va!;aries 01' wander
ings of a jealou5, perhaps, distempered mind. But, to tlu'm, who 
think there is no dangel', it may be observed. that the moment of 
setUl'ity is the most fatal, All the Republics, which have gone. 
he fore us, have lost their liberties, and the people,- ever honest, 
and believing their dcceivcl's to be so, have prepared the shackles 
for themselvcs. 1 fear we, likt! them, shall not see our dariger, 
lllltil it is too late to avert it, May we learn wisdom from w'hat 
the v have suffered. From thc declaration of this war, unless peace 
is the fruit of the pending negociation, I fear the downfall of Ame~ 
rican liberty may be dated. I do not, sir, believe, that the majority 
apprehend, that they arc ministel'ing to such an end. But I ask 
gentlemen to consider, what has taken place in our time, and what 
they have read ill the history of other times. We have seen the 
legislature of FI'ance, turned out of the Hall of Liberty, by a mili
tary force, which, it had nurtured and established. We have read 
in history, that the same was done ill England, in the days of 
Cromwell, Ho\revel' secure hentlemen may feel in their seats, it 
is not impos$ible they lllay witness the reaction of the same scenes 
here, and that the military force, which, they now vote to raise, 
without being able to render any reason, may ere long put an end 
to their existence as legislators. Executive patronage and execu
tive influence, are trUly alarming Important miTitary bills and 
other bills deeply affecting the rights of persons, are passed into 
laws, without amendment or aiteration, against unanswerable rea
sons, why they ought not to pass, merely oecause the Executive, 
or the Head 01 a department has suggested, that they were neces
sary, without assignil~g any reason why they are so. 

I have been not a little amused at the inconsistency of the 
grounds taken, and the remarks made, by different gentlemen of 
the majority, who have taken a pal't in the debate on this and its 
kindred bills, The gentleman from Virginia (1'11'. Nelson) in 
speaking of the Bdtish orders in council remarked, that under 
them our commerce had been swept from the oceall; and one 
wo~ld have supposed, from his suggestions, that of our many ships 
winch went to sea, but fe II e,caped. N IJ ve~sels were the subject 
of the opetation ot these (Jrdel's, exceptillg' those which were 
bound to France. Another gentleman fl'om <South-Carolina (Mr. 
Lo\\ndes) has undertaken to show, that the British mmistrv do not. 
properly appreciate the l'ight of impl·essment. and that the exer
cise of it, on the high seas is of no importance to them; that al
most the whole commerce of ~hlS country is directly with England, 
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.anrl tbat of COurse, taking her seamen in her OWIl ports, ancl in the 
TI:lIT"W seas furnisl}es her with all the chance to repossess herself 
o.f them, whic~l she would have if she exercised the. right of taking 
them on the hl~h seas, amI thereby exposed our shIps to great and 
unnece<;sary rbque. I shall lean: these gentlernen to settle which 
is wrong, or to sho\v. if they can, that both are right. How the 
whole. 01' almost the whole. commerce of our country has been 
)!wept from the ocean on its way to France. whenit is not destined 
'to !!:o there, but almost exclusively to England, it is difficult for me 
to conceive! 

Much has been said upon the subject of opposition, on the part 
of the minority, to the will and the measures of the majority; and 
we have been admonished to pause and consider the dangerous 
consequen.ces which. must re~ult. Sil', an oPP?sition to wrong 
measure~ IS always right, and \[ ought to be contmued while those 
measures are persevered in. Some gentlemen, apparently wish
ing for a union of parties, have invited the minority to coalesce. 
Sir, no man more cordially wishes an end of party distinctions than 
I do. There is something in the pride and obstir,acy of party spi
rit which wars against the public good. It is my wis!1 that it was 
annihilated. When MI'. Jefferson's inaugural speech appeared, 
I was delighted. I had the pleasing impression, that although he 
had got into power, by bringing into disrepute men whom I es
teemed more highly than himself,y.et, now he was in place, he would 
administer the government as his speech indicated, and ought 
to have support. \Vould to GOD it had been so. If gentlemen 
of the majority wish for a coalition, I ask them to consider that we 
differ no more from them, than they do from us ; that it is easier to 
pass from wrong to right. and from enol' to truth, than the re
verse. Are gentlemen of the majOl'ity sure they are right? Have 
the minority no claims tQ theil' consideration? By their fruits 
an men and all parties are known. Let federal and what is call
ed republican measures be tested by this, the fairest of all rules. 
During the presidency of 'Vashington, the administration of the 
government of our country was attended with emb:lITaSsments and 
difficulties, greater than have been known, at a;ly period of her 
history. He had to steer our ship on the margin of whirlpools. 
Let any man look into his olVn circumstances and prospects, and 
those of his neighbors then, and at this time, and what a deteriora
tion he will fisd has taken place! let him look into the affairs of 
our countt·y, and what an awful reverse !. ~rom a p~'oud cmincnc.e 
he will find we have been strangely pl'eclpttatcd, without necessI
ty or apology, into the dep:hs of poverty and disgrac~. When I 
reflect what my country nught have been, had she availed herself 
of her advantages and resources, and applied them properly; and, 
when I consider what she now is, my patience is exhausted; my 
indignation cannot be restrained.. .. . 

It is supposed by gentll<men that the object of the 0r~osHIon IS 

to oust the present incumbents from power, and get mto place 
themselves. What,s:vet· intempera~e expressions may have be~ 



uttel'ed by ardent men, tending to excite such a belief, I can Bay 
with great sincerity, with the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Shef
fey) I have no such views nor warm wishes; nor do I believe that 
it enters into" the scope of the policy" of those whom I have the 
honor immediately to represent. Let us have a government pure
ly American; a government by which the power of the whole will 
he exel·ted to preserve the rights and protect the interest of all the 
parts, and we care not, what Americans administer it. When this 
is not the case, a government is the worst of factions. In the 
Eastern states; we have too much rea'son to say" such things al·e." 
In the course of debate, many unfounded charges of p"opensity to 
rebellion have been made against the citizens of Massachusetts. 
But with all the examples of I'ebellion which she has had, set her, 
resistance does not entel' into her policy; though a temperate, 
manly, determined spirit, will not on any public occasion be wanting. 
Nothing but the extreme of suffering and a thorough conviction 
that the purposes, for which, government is instituted, cannot be 
obtained, will drive her to resistance. They have been charged with 
a design to sever the Union, and insinuations of this description, ha ve 
issued from a quarter, whence they were little to have been ex
pected. Sir, let suggestions, and intimations, of this kind, be propu
gated by whom they will, in what. mannel' they may be, and for 
whatever purpose, I fecI it my duty to repel them, as unjust and 
unfounded, Such are not the views of the federalists of Massachu
setts. They cling to the Union, as the rock of theil' salvation, 
and w'iIl die in defence of it, provided they have an equality of be
nefits. But every thing has its" hitherto." There is a point, be
yond which, submission would be a crime. GOD grant, that we 
may never alTive at this point. 

Allusions have often been had in the course of this debate, to 
the temper and feeling of the people, and state of paul' in :'I1assa
chusetts, and gentlemen have, with much composure and philoso
phy viewed and compared their strength, and inferences have 
been drawn against the ~uccess of those who have been driven •• 1-
most to resistance. The gentleman from Georgia (Mr. Forsythe) 
seems to suppose, that the people of the Southern states, in the 
event of an explosion in the EaHern, would have nothing to do, but 
6tand by with composure, aud witness the destruction of that par
ty, who are the opposers of the prosecutiJn of the war. Instead 
of contemplating this subject, wilh the coldness of the !;entleman, 
I turn ["om it with horror. A contest once begun, GOD only 
can tell how or when it \\'oult! end. All parts of the United States 
will be involved in one common fate; and it deserves some con
sideration from that gent:eman, that victory, in the history of the 
world has nevcr travelled to the North. If the gentleman proV
erly appreciated the effects of such remarks, if he regards the 
peace and prosperity of the country, he would suppress them. 
'Yhen ~ pile is pl'epared and a train laid, it requires but little to 
kllldle It, and CUUlie an cxplosion. Such are the character of the 
laws, which have been enacted, and the tempel' and spirit wit_h 



which they have bee11 passed, as to create grcat e~citemen~, 
Statutes, which consign to poverty and ruin, thousands of pcupJe, 
are enacted, apparently, without remorse or regret. InsulL added 
to injury, will not long be endured. 

The disappointmcnts and the suffcring of the citizens of :\\assa
chusetts have been great, and they have been borne with a pa
tience, without example in the U. States. No oppression is so 
heavy as that which is inflicted by the perversion 01' exorbitancy 
of legal authority. They who pretend to no right, but rely on 
force, by force may be repelled and punished. But when pl',ulder 
bears the namc of legal seizure, and robbery is perpetrated by ju
dicial sentence, though virtue and patriotism may shrink from an 
alliance with rebellion, for a time, yet the oppressur wiiI not al
ways be secure in the robes of the magistrate. The natural con
sequence of injury is resentment, and a disregard of right oftell 
produces a resist:mce to right itself. • 

Two of my COlleagues who have preceded me, in this debate, 
having noticed the obnoxious allusions to my worthy predecessor, 
I shall content myself with remarking, that his integrity, his do. 
mestic amI private virtues, and his patriotism and public character 
are such, as to place him beyond the reach of slander, or thc need
of praise; and I shall leave .the public to judge, whether hc, or 
the gentleman from Georgia, (Mr. Forsyth) who made an attack 
upon him in his 'absence, best merit the epithet," recI'eant spi
rit," which he applied.* 

• )fr. :Forsyth, in hi. speech, used the term" recreant spirit," which it was un· 
derstood, by many gentlemen, he meant to apply to Mr. Qllincy. Mr. f'orsytb, ill 
his explanation, said he J;Dade no such application. 

~lR. GASTON'S SPEECH, 

UPON THE LOAN BILL. 

Delivered ill the House of Repreientatives, in committee of the whole, on the 1 Stll and 
19th of February, 1814,011 the motion to fill the blank with twenty-five millions of 
dollars. --

MR. CHAIRMAN, 

I FEAR I am about to engage in ~ vcr>: injudicious attempt~~ 
,fear that the patience of the c~mmlttce. IS exhausted, ,a~d that It 
would be idle to hope for theIr attention. It was ol'lgmal1y my 
wish to claim their notice at an early stage of the debate; but I 
found this wish was not to be effected but by a competition for the 
floor, and I thought such a competition not justified bf the na~ure 
of the remarks which I had to submit. Ur.der these ImpreSSI?nS 
I had made up my mind to wait until !lome favorable, un~ccupled 
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interval should be pl'esented; and I sllould not MW have presull1~ 
cd to anticipate other gentlemen who seem disposed to address 
you, but for some extraordinary obsenations which have just ueen 
uttered, and which, in my opinion, demand immediate animad
version. 

The gentlemen from Tennessee, who has this moment rcsllm- . 
cd his seat, (:Hr. Grundy) seems a little sore that bis doctrine of 
Moral Treason, which he promulgated at the last session, should 
have ucen so vehemently oppugned uy the persons for whose ben~ 
elit Lf, had compiled it. I am not of the number of those, MI'. 
Chairman, who have deemed this doctrine worthy of examination. 
As originally understood, it was so preposterous and so rep.ugnant 
to tlle principles of our constitution, that every intelligent free~ 
mall found its refutation in the consciousness of his own liberty. 
By subsequent explanations and definitions, it has been so atrenu. 
ated and subtilized, that what was never very dis~inct, now almost 
eludes perception. According to the last attempt at exposition, 
if it have any meaning, it would seem to embrace systematic ef~ 
forls to persuade capitalists not to lend money, and the unthinking 
youth not to enlist as soldiers to carryon the war against Canada. 
His denunciatiuns of such a sY8tem-of the existence of which I 
know nothing; and which, if it exist, is innocent or criminal ac~ 
cording to the motives fr'Om which it springs -P,,5S br me alto
gether unheeded. But his unfounded Imputations up,un 50me of 
the best men and truest patriots of the coulltry; and his attem!>t 
to support his doctrine by their c~;ample ought to be repelled, and 
a very short notice will suffice for that pU1'po~e. 

The gentleman has referred to the act of 14th J u I y, \ 798. the 
much misrepresented and abused sedition law. It is difficult fol' 
me to express my astonishment at the con:;tructioll which he af~ 
fixes to the first section of this act. Need we wondel· at any er
ror, however gross, at any prejudice, however irrational, pl'evaiI
ing in respect to party measures and' party opinions, when we find 
a p"ofessional gentleman assigning to a law a meaning which, but 
for what we have heard, would have been prononnced impussible 
on the part of any man of ordinary good sense? The first section 
of this law declares, that if any persons shall compire together, 
with intent to ojlpose any measures of the government of the U. 
States, and in pursuance of such intent shall counsel, 01' attempt 
to procure, insurrections, riots, I.:fc. they shall be deemed guilty of 
a misdemeanor punishable by fine and imprisonment. Can it be 
necessary to ask what was meant in this law by the expression 
" With. in.tent t~ Ojlf!?8: any measures of th~ go.vernment?" To op
p.ose, m Its plam orl~mal sense, nece~sal'lly Implies physical re
Illstance-~he, exe~clse .of force. It IS metaphorically used, in
deed, to slgmfy dlssu~slOn, as the word to combat is applied to 
denote a c~ntroversy 1Il arg~ment; and a law prohibiting single 
combats nught as well be mterpreted to forbid controversies in 
discourse, as a law prohi6iting cpposition to the measures of gov
ernment cOlllltrued to interdict the expression o! honest opinions 



~hat may retard their operations. But the act is still move expfi~ 
cit. To r.onstitute crime, it requires not o.lly that the pel'sons 
should combine "with intent to oppose the measures of govern
ment," but that in pursuance of sllch intent they should proceed 
to" counselor attempt to procure insurl'ecti<ms; riots," &cc. 'i'he 
design of the act is unequivocal-it is to check and punish incipi
ent trea8on, before it has manifested itself in actual W:ll' against the 
nation. It was altogether unnecessary, if there had been any com
mon law applicable in the courts of the United States; fOl' in ev
(~y government undet' Heaven, the aCls which it describes are 
made punishable. A doubt whether the common law had a fede
ral existence, alone occasioned the passing of the law. Yet we 
are gl'avelyaskcd if, in the year 1798, men had combined tog,ther 
to dissuade persons fl'om lending money to the government, ot' 
from enlisting in the army; whether they COUld not have been 
punished under this law? No, sir-No, sil·. Thel~e was not a 
prosecuting officer in the United States so ignorat:Jt of his duty, as 
w dare to bl'ing forward an indictment upon such a pl·etext. 

To the next section of this abused act, the gentleman ilas given 
an interpt'etation as destitute of plausibility, even as his exposition 
of the fit'st section. To find a warrant for h,is doctrine of moral 
treason, or to lessen its odium by casting reproa£h 011 uthers, the 
gelltleman has charged, that this section subjected to indictment 
and punishment the publication of scandalous and malicious writ
ings aga.inst the govel'llment although they might be true_and Ihat 
had iL not been for the third section of the act, which his prede
cessor moved in the House of Representatives aftet' the bill had 
ilassed the Senate, the truth would have afforded no defence on an 
indictment for a libel against the government. Sir, this position 
is utterly untenable-No part of is true. The gentlcman llIust 
be presumed to know, and ought to recollect, that when an offence 
is created by statute, e,'cry word of the description of the offence 
is matcrial and essential. \Vhat are the lVurds describing the of
fence? "If any person shall write, print, or publish any falBe, 
scandalous and malicious writing against the government, &c." 
It is a necessal'Y part of the offence that the writing should be 
false. If it be not fulse, then the crime has not been committed, 
the law has not been broken, and punishment cannot be inflicted. 
\V hy then, I may be asked, was the third sectiun, moved by the 
"entleman's predecessor, inserted in the law? The answer is, to 
~vuid all cavil, ali real Ol~ pretended doubt, all foundation for the 
charge that would have been made had it been rcjected. It might 
have been prctended, that as 01\ an-indictmcnt fur libel at com-. 
man Jaw, the truth 01' falsehood ofthc charge was not a mattel' 01 

inquii'Y before the jury, so on an indictment tOl' hbel Hilder ~his 
act, notwithstanding its plain words, the falsehood of the pubhca
tion lVas not material to constitute the offence; a"nd had the pro
pose'd amendment been rej.ected~ fl'~m the speci.men we have this 
day had of the course of legal thmkmg of one of the bar of Ten
'1C"S'W(', th(~I'('. i~ a moral f('l'l.:.inty that t~r" law w(>'~:rl ha\'c 1)<;")1 



fJIcre 6tif"malized ;>s designed to prohibit tl!e Jlublication of trulil. 
To adopt the amendmcnt, re!D0ve~ all pretext .fol· such a misrc
IJresentation. It was a~cordll1gly Incorporated Into .th~ law} and 
to shew that it was not lIltroductory of any new prmclple, It was 
expressed as declaratory of the preceding' section, "And be it 
enacted and declared, that it shall be lawful for the defendant, on 
trial, to give in evidence, in his defence, tile truth of the matter 
charged as a libe!." No, sir-The idea of punishing truth, when 
published agains.t the oflice,rs of the govern~~nt, was reserve~ un
til more recent times-until the abused sedmon law had expired, 
and the champions of a free press were safely fixed in power.
Surely the gentleman has not been !!O inattentive to the course'of 
public proceedings, as never to have heard of the case of Hal'1'y 
Croswell. He fOl' an alleged libel on MI'. Jefferson, was indicted 
at common law, not under the horrible sedition act; he was not 
permitted to prove the truth cf his publication, ~nd was thus con
victed ! 

I have done, sir, with the gentleman from Tennessee, his moral 
treason, and his exposition of the sedition law-and will endeavor 
to call your attention to subjects nDt altogethel' so foreign from 
the bill upon the table. The object of the bill is to authorise a. 
loan to the gover,nment of the United States. The pI'ecise prop
osition before YOll is to declare what sum shall be borrowed ;_ 
" twenty-five millions of dollars."-Enormous as is the addition 
which is thus proposed to be made to our debts, could it be shewn 
to be necessary to accomplish any purposes demanded by the ho
nor and welfare of the country, it assuredly would meet with no 
opposition from me. Is a loan wanted, or revenue required to 
enable the government to payoff its jU5t engagements? to give 
security and protection to any part of our territory, or any portion 
of our citizens? to afford to our gallant navy, (that precious relict 
of bettcr days) such encouragement and extension as may enable 
it more effectually to vindicate Ollr rights on the clement w~er(; 
they have been assailed? My voice and assistance shall be cheer
fully rendered to obtain them. Let the present propositioll be 
withdrawn, and let it be moved to fill the blank with sllch sum as 
shall be adequate to supply any deficiency of revenue wanted [Ul' 

these purposes, and I will second the motion. N "y, sir, should the 
IJresent proposition be rejected, (for while it is pending, a smaller 
sum cannot be moved) and none of those who are most COil versant 
\',ith the state of Ollr finances, should corne forward with a further 
proposition, I will myself undertake to move the sum which shall 
appear cOll~petent to effect all these Objects. But, sir, this enol'. 
mous sum 1S wanted 119t for these pUl'lIDses : it,is avowedly not 
nec~ssary. except to cahoy o~ the scheme of invas.ion and conquest 
agalllst the Canadas. To .. hiS scheme I have never been a h'iend' 
but to i.ts PI'?sccuti~n n?'W, I have invincible <ibjections, 'founded 
on,co~s1deratl?ns of Justlc.e, humanity and national policy. These 
objections I .wlsh to .expla~n and enforce, and thus avail myself of 
,n OppOl'tlJlllt] of dlscusSlDg some of \.he most interesting topiCi 



which grow out of the a'arming state of the naLiun. 1 fear that 
all I can do will avail nothing: but, sit·, representing a respecta
ble pOI,tion of the American people who arc suffering with pecu
liar severity from the pl'essure of this unfortunate and mismanag
ed war; who, with me, believe no good is to grow out of it, and 
who apprehend, from its continuance, evils, compared with which 
all they have yet suffered are but trifles light as air-I shon!(i be 
unfaithful to them and myself if I did not interpose my best efforts 
to arrest the downhill career of ruin. In performin~ this dutv, I 
shall certainly say the things I do think. Endt:avorin~ to use 
such language only as is consistent with s~lf-respect and decency 
towards those who differ from me in opinion, I mean freely to ex
ercise the right which belongs to my station. 

Right! did I say, sir? The expres5ion is inaccurate j once in
deed there did exist in this house the ligM offree discussion. It was 
once deemed a constitutional privilege for every membel' to bring 
forward any l)roposition he deemed beneficial to the country, and 
support it by whatever arguments he could adduce; to offer a
mendments to the propositions of others, so as to render them. ill 
his judgment, more unexceptionable; and to state the reaEOllS of 
his dissent from any measure on which he was called to vote, and 
endeavor to impress his opinion on others. No doubt a vast por
ti.on of the good people of this republic yet believe that such is !,he 
course of proceedings here. Little do they drf'am of the compli
cated machinery, by means of which every privilege, except that 
of thinking, is made to depend on the pleasure, the courtesy, the 
whim of the majority.-By certain interpolations into our p,'actice, 
but which no where shew theil' hidcous front in our written code, 
the system of suppressing the liberty of speech is brough~ to a de
gree of perfci;tion that almost astonishes its authors. A gentle
man~wishe!l to bring forward an original proposition-He l1Iust 
first state i,t, and obtain jlermission from a majority of the house, to 
let it be considered, before he can shcw the propriety of adopting 
it, or ask even for a decision upon it. Thus is annihilated ti,e 
right of originating a propositiun. But a proposition is originatcd 
by others, it is passed through the ordeal of consideration, and he 
is desirous of amending its dcfeets, or of exposing its impropriety. 
This is, perhaps, deemed inconvenient by the majority. It may 
give them trouble, or bring forwat'd a Qiscussion which they do not 
wish thc people to hear, or dctain them too long from their dinners 
-a new species of legerdemain is resfi)rtcd to. The previous 
question, utterly perverted from its original a~l(1 ,le!;itilJl:'-cc ,u,,', ilO 
demanded; the dcmand is suppOl·ted by a mUJot·lty. III an Instant 
all the proposed amendments disappear; every tongue is so fettcr
ed, that it can utter but aye 01' no, and the proposition bccomes a 
law without deliberation, wilhout correctio'n, and without debate. 
And.this process is called legislation! ADd the hall in which these 
goodly doings' are transacted is sometimes termed the Temple ?f 
Liberty! Sir, this procedure must be. corrected, ~I' freedom IS 

ejected from h~r c:itadel, and wounded In her vel'y vitals. Incon-
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y.enienci.es also result to the majority from this tyrannical exercise 
of power, sufficient, perhaps, to counterbalance all th~ benefits 
,vhkh can be del'ived from it, Gentlemen often complam that the 
minority ,do not pursue the practice which is adopted by minori
ties elsewhere. In England, say they, the opposition address the 
house and the nation only on great fundamental questions involv
ing disputed principles, and do not hang on the skirts of every 
hili fighting the ministry, through all the details of theil' measures. 
,,"v"hy is not the same c()urse pursued here? The answer is obvi
QU" Hae the minority are not allowed to bring forward these 
great fundamental questions-they have no opportunity of shewing 
,heir views, except such as may be casually afforded by some mea
sure of the majority, on which they are good natured enough to 
allow debate. Unless they avail themselves of such a bill in eve
ry stage ofit, as a peg on which to hang theil' observations, they 
mllst be utterly mute. Tlms it happens too, that there is frequent
ly not any discernible connection between the topics discussed, 2nd 
the subject supposed to be undel' debate. Perhaps the very 
coursc I am pursuing is an apt illustration of these fa~ts. Some 
weeks since I submitted to the Ifouse a resolution which 1 thought 
eminently deserving of attention-a resolution" that pending our 
negociation with G. Britain, it is inexpedient to prosecute a war 
of invasion and conquest against the Canadas." This resolution 
could not be discussed, fOI' the House would not vouchsafe to it a 
consideration. But, as on the proposition now before you, debate 
is indulged, and has assumed a latitude that seems to permit eve-
1'y th~ng cOnJlected with the war, I am willing to embrace the oc
casion to support my fayorite proposition, to which a regulat· 
hearing has been refused. Grateful even fOl' this opportunity, I 
acknowkdge the cOUrLesy \I hich is shewn me by th.e majority; 
sQrely as I feel the rleg,'adation of iudirectly using as a favor what, 
as a freeman and the representath'e of freemen, 1 ought openly tQ 
enje.y as a right. 

It i6 "cry far from my design to enter into a particular inquiry 
as to the origin of this wal', 01' as to its causes whetl1er technical 0/' 

real, Such an inquiry would present a theme too important and 
too extensive to be tal,en up as collateral 01' subsidiary to some 
otilu Investigation. At the present moment too, it is not so e~
sential to know how this war has been produced, as it is to ascel·. 
tain how it ought to be pro5eclIled, and how it may bl: speedily 
and fairly brought to a close-So far only as a knowleoge of the 
origin and causes of this war may be useful in producing this re
~ult, b It my purpose now to consider them. 

',\n h?llora,ble gentlemao from South Carolina (Mr, Calhoun) 
c1allllS tor thiS war the character of defensive. He has properly 
,l n.,q'ked that a war <lefensive in its origin may be offensive in its 
','pCl'alions, mid of consequence that its chal'actel' is not defined by 
:i,e Ilatu~'e of these op~ratiolls. But, 'sir, he is incorrect iq suppos
ll'f;' that Its character IS to be tested by the motive which occasion
cr!, 'its institmiQn. ". at' is offensive 01' defensive, liimpiy ali it i:i 



instituted by 01" against a nation. It is an apileal to furce to ,}cci.it; 
contro\'ersies between sGvercigns who admit of no Dthet· tribunal 
to determine theil: \·ip;hts. There is a perfect analo~y in tllis rc
sp~ct ~etweea natlon.s at war, and Individuals li,jgating in a court 
of Justice. He who commences thc pl'OCCSS is the actor-He who 
~s su.m~one? to the .controversy, has thc .defensive pan, and it is 
111 tins view Immaterial whethcr thc moU\'c to litig-ation be found 
in an honest desil'e to claim what is due, 01' i:1 thc malignant wish 
to oppress and defraud. Fol'the correctncss of thesc ideas, I r,': 
not on my own judgment. Th:s ought not without hesitation t~ 
be opposed to that ~f the honora,blcgeQtleJ?an who, indeFcndently 
of hiS personal claims to attention, as chall'man of the committee 
of foreign relations, must be presumed to be particularly COllver
sant with all qu~sti?ns connected with ~lational law. Any pcrson 
who has the curIOsity to test thesa sentiments by the authority oi 
jurists will find them explicitly recognized by Burlamaqui vol. 2. 
part 4. chapt. 3. §. 5. and by Vattel-b. 3. chaiJt, 3. §, 35 and 37. 
, Nor let it be deemed, sir, of no importance whcther this war be 
called defensive or offcnsive, It is always or moment that things 
should be called by theil' right names. Many of the vices and 
most of the errors of men arise from the misapplication of terms, 
The reasoner, who uses words to convey a meaning variant from 
theil' received signification, will probabJy occasion error, howevel' 
preCise his definitions, In :spite of definitions, the hearer appro
pl'iates to his expressions the sense which usage has associatt:d, 
and a confusion of ideas fatal to truth is the unavoidalJle conse
quence. Many phrases too, besides theil' primary meaning con
vey a secondary sense of commendation 01' blame, By an artful 
use of these, tilt: sophist is enabled to convert the honest prcju
dices of man; the guards of his security, into the instruments of 
his deception. The sagacious l\Iirabeau, than whom none better 
understood the arts which render the human understandillg and 
passions subservient to the tyranny of fraud, he who so long" rode. 
in the whirlwind, and directed the storm" of the most fUt'iou:s of 
.. evolutions; compressed the elements of his science into one sen
llentious maxim " words are things." But the distinction be
tween offensive and defensive war has peculiar Claims upon OUt 
recollection. So fatal is war to th.e best intel'ests of tbe human 
family, that a tremendous responsibility always rests upon the na
tion that commences it, This respon~ibi1ity attaches through al: 
its stages, and is awfully increased into certain guilt, by the neg
lect of any fair opportunity to restore the reiations of peace, Bc
sides, the consideration that the war was offensive in its origin
that consideration which emphatically creates. the obligation to 
termInate its horrors as speedily as justice will pemlit-will ft'c
quently be found to present the greatest obstacles to CffOl'ts ~,t re
conciliation. 
, The advocates for this war, vieing with each other in z.eal for 

its justification antf continuance, d? not l)\'eci~ely. a!?\,cc in opin· 
ion, as to ill> ~aU13CS, 01' a$ to ~he objects for which It IS to h~ pros 
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eel"cel, The gentleman fr0111 Pcnnsylvania who prestdes o~er yOUI' 
judiciary committee (l\it" Ingersoll) in an elaborate argument 
seems desirous to provc (I am not certain which) either that the 
Wal' is a consequence of the violation on the part of Great Britain 
of his favourite principle "free ship!l make fl'ee goods," 01' is to 
result in the establishment of this principle. This comprehensive 
dog-rna the gentleman contends to be a part of the original una
dulterated code of national law, consecrated by the treaty of 
Utretcht, su'enuously as'i5crted by Britain herself in her dispute 
with Spain" in the yeal' 1737, recognised in her commercial treaty 
with France, in 1786, and vitally essential to our maritime inter
ests, The gentleman from Virginia whom I yesterday heard with 
muc'h pJeastlre (Mr. Jackson) dissents from his political friend 
and declares that this mlixim has never been assel'ted by our gov
ernment under any administration as 1:9unded on the common law 
of nations, Although the gentlem~n from Virginia is in this re
spect, unquestionably correct, yet it is not certain that the chair
man of the jucliciary committee IS altogether erroneous in attrib
uting to the administration an expectation of esta,bJishing by this 
wal' somc such theory. That the neutral flag shall protect all 
that it covcrs from capture, i; a very convenient doctrine for a na
tion frequently at war with an advel'sary of decidedly superior 
maritime strength. France who, with occasional short intervals, 
has been for centurics at wal' with England, has very naturally 
wished to incorporate this doctrine into the law of nations. Hel' 
imperial master has adopted it as one of the elemcntary princi
ples of his new maritime code, which he solemnly promulgated 
in his decree of Berlin, of November, 1806, and in support of 
which he has uscd every violence and stratagem to art'ay the na
tions of the world into one great maritime confederacy. At least, 
as early as the infamous Tuneau letter of June, 1809, the execu
tive of this country was perfectly apprised of the existence of such 
a cr'nfederacy, of the purposes which it was to uphold, and of the 
detel'min"lion of France to bribe or compel OUI' accession to it.' 
The decrce of the tircat protectel'of the confedel'acy, of the date 
"f April, 1811, thollglt probably not issued till May, 1812, an
IIOUllced in language sufficiently distinct that this claim had been 
so far complied with 011 rJUI' pal·t as to exempt us from the further 
application of the penalties of disobedience-And our declaration 
of war against the sule recusant of imperial theory was proclaim
ed by Napoleon to his Senate as a spirited and generous exertim 
t.o vindicate the newrcligion orthe flag, which, like the supersti
tion of the sanctuary, was to pt'Otect every fraud, and shelter every 
~rime, Extra\'a~ant therefore, as the positions of the gentleman 
from ~enllsylval1la may be thought by the far greatel' part of this 
committee, they may have more countenance from the adminis
tration than is generally suspected, and on this account may de
serve a rapid and tl'a~sient examination. The assertion, that by 
the general law of natlOlls the character of the vessel gives a char
acter to the goods is unequivocally denied. The actual reverse 
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of th~ as~ertioD is maintained by jurists generally with a harmfJny 
that forbids doubt. 

Instead of detailing their opinions separately, pet'mit me to give 
the language of one who wished well to the gentleman's doctnue, 
who had ohen carefully explored thl! musty volumes of national 
la \, and who was nevel' apt to carry his admissioll~ bf'yond the line 
which candor prescl'ibt:d. MI', Jeifcr&on b hh. Jt;lter to Gen~t, 
of 24th July, 1793, eXpt'esses himself thus, "I believe it cannot be 
doubted but that by the general law of nations, the goods .of a 
friend found in the vessel of an enemy are free, anu the goods of 
an enemy fuund in the vessel of a fl'lenti are lawful prize. It i" 
true that sundry nations, de~irous of avoiding the inconveniences 
cf having their vessels stopped at sea, ransacked, carried into 
POI't, and detained under pretence of having enemy's goods on 
board, have in many instances, introduced another principle be
tween Ihem, that enemy bottoms shall make enemy goods, and that 
friendly bottoms s~all make friendly goods; a principle much 
less ~mharrassing to commerce, and equal to all parties in point 
of gam or loss-but this is altogetlzer the effect oj /larticular treaty 
controlling in special caus the general/lrinci/lle8 of the law of na
tion8, and thereforE taking effect bet~ueen 8uch nation8 only a8 have 
~greed to .controt·it." If the gentleman will examine the treat
Ies to WhIch he has adverted, the commercial treaty of Utrecht, 
between England and France (which by the bye the houseot com
mons refused to sancuon) and the sub~equent commercial trcaty 
ot i\1r. Pitt, in 1786, he will find the language on thiS head une
quivocal. The arrangement is declared to b<; made with a view 
to prevent the embarrassments and dissensions that would arise 
without such an arraugelDent-or in other woros, il'Om the appli. 
cation of the principles of the common iaw of nalion~. Nul' I~ it 
at all sU'ange tlJat Britain In a commel'cial treaty, from which sile 
expected to derire immense advanta;;cs. shoulll acqui.;sce in suell 
an arrangement as between Iler aI.ll France. Fur it is obdolls 
that no practical effect could result from it, except when one was 
at peace and the otllcl' at war. And such a state of things has so 
rarely happened tliat its recunence might be flumbel'qi among 
political impossibilities. 

The" no search" clamor in England of 1737, which the gentle
man has produced the parliamentary dL:bates LD prove, had about 
as much to do with the;; belligel'cllt ris-ht to capture cncmy'~ pro
perty conveyed in neutral ~hips, as the H no 5carch" cry made 
about thirty years afterwards in the case of John Wilkes and Gen
eral "'arrants. The dispute of 1737 with tipain grew out vI' a 
municiftat daim asserted by that governmL I1t and of the rigor~>us 
pl'actice oftheir Guarda Co.tas to search British vessels hOv(:l'Ing 
un the coasts of th.e Spanish colonies for prohibited arucle~ QC~tgll
ed to be smuggled into them-A claim said to lie l'epl.Ign~nt to the 
treaty of Seville, and certainly very inconvenient to the lllIclt trade 
between Jamaica and the SpanIsh l\lain-aud a practll;c enfurced 
with all that barbarity whiCh ll~lI<1lly chal'actr.ri~(·,; the mini()n~ (~t 
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custom-house and revenue tryants. How far the establishment of 
the gentleman's project would be beneficial to this co.untry is per
haps not so cleat'. At a time when we had no capital to· afford 
employment to our navigation, it certainly would have been ad
vantageous. But since that period has passed away, the most 
enlightened commercial men will tell you, they wish for no such 
innovation. Its effect would be, to give us, when neutrals, the 
benefit of being among the carl'iers of the commodities of the 
weaker maritime belligerent, for freight. But the effect of the 
old principle is to give us the pt'ofit which results, not merely 
from the carriage, but the purchase and re-sale of these commod
ities, ,\ith almost a monopoly in either market. 

The gentleman ft'om Pennsylvania has assigned another cause 
for the wal', in which he has obtained the concurrence of several 
of his friends-the instigatioll, by the British government, of In
dian wars.-Although, sir, this theme of populat· declamation has 
almost become trite; although the tomahawk and the 'scalping 
knife have been so often brandished with rhetorical ambi-dexter
ity, that their exhibition almost ceases to excite interest; yet far 
be it from me to thillk"or speak lightly of the cruelties of savage 
warfare, 01 to conceal my uttet· abhorrence and detes.tation of 
them. But it is a different, a very different question, whether 
tlie Canadians have al'med the Indians to join in defence against 
a common invader, or had, previously to war, instigated them to 
hostilities against us. This last charge I do not believe-no evi
dence has been given to warrant it, that I have yet heard. Over 
the affair of Tippecanoe, the commencement of Indian war, there 
hovers a mystery which ought to be dissipated, but which the 
government will not dispel. 1 have sought, honestly sought for 
information. Of official there is a little 01' none. From private 
sources, not Iike.ly, in this re~pcct, to mislead, (fol' they are fricnd
ly to this wa:', anel connected with the western interest and feel
ing) I learn that the great cause of Indian hostilities is to !.Je found, 
whc\'e experience and history would prompt liS to look fur it
is to be found in our cupidity fur their lands, and their jealousy and 
distrust of our SUpel'i61' intelligence and fo\'ce. Indian wars have 
been, until a few years back, almost uninterrupted in this coun
try, both before and sinee the revolution. They need DO other 
instigations than are to be found in the inconsisteQt views, inter
ests, claims, passions and habits of neighboring yet distinct races 
of people. Sir, General Harrison's trcaty of Nov. 1809, was the 
mine of tIre great Indian explosion. The Indians complained, I 
know not how justly, that in that treaty they were cheated of lands 
which tht: parties to it had no right to convey, and never meant to 
convey. There are gentlemen in this legislature who know that 
~ec~mseh immediately afterwards avowed his fixed purpose to 
v~ndl~ate by force and by ~n union of the red men the rights of 
hls tnbe and the manaced mdependence of the whole race. And 
we all.k.now (the fact is on record) that shortly after this treaty 
t\)e Bntish governor general of Canada caused it to be officially 
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communicated to the govemment of the United States tbat the 
Indians were meditating hostile designs. Sir, the holy command 
" thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbonl'" applies 
even to an ene.my. ~ will not sanction this charge \Vithout evi
dence, and .ag~lI1st eVidence, lest I violate this high injunction. I 
am not a disciple of that new moral school which would construe 
this divine prohibition, as the gentleman from Tennessee- (,\1,'. 
Grundy) has expounded the commandment," Thou shalt not kill," 
as a " mere municipall'egulation applying solely to the Jews !" 

But this war, say its advocates. nearly one ~lnd all, was declared to 
protectour seamen against impressment, in fashionable phrase," for 
Sailors' Rights." There is no doubt, sir, that the conflicting claims 

'of the two countries on the subject of seamen, and the occasional, 
abuse of the practice of seat"ch for British seamen on board of 
American merchantmen, had excited serious dissatisfaction in 
America-ye~ I hazard nothing hy the assertion, that the question 
of seamen was not a cause of this war. I remember full well the 
characteristic special pleading of the gentleman from Tennessee 
on this suQject. at the last session, "that he really could not tell 
c< whether, if the orders in council had been repealed, we should 
" have gone to war about seamen or not"-but, sir, I considel' 
this as little 11Iore or less than adherence to a cautious form, as a 
protestando by way of excluding a conclusion, or in the nature of 
the commencement of an answer to a bill in chancery, in which 
the defendant takes care to save to himself now, and at all times 
hereafter, all, and all manner of benefit of exception tu the errol's 
tbat may be discovet'ed in complainant's allegations. I am aware, 
too, of the very conspicuous blazon which is given to Ol,lr sailors' 
wrongs in the President's war-message, and in the manifesto of 
the committee of foreign relations. But this proves no more, than 
that when war was -determined on, it was deemed adviseable to 
make uut as strong a case as possible, either to excite the sympa
thy of the world, 01' to rouse the indignation of OUI' own citizens. 
The impressment of our seamen was grouped in the picture 
with the dearly bought Henry plo~; the, at last dubious excitement 
of Indian hostilities, and the adjusted controversy about construc
tive blockades. 

No, sir, the question of seamen was not a cause of this war. 
More than five years had passed ovel' since an arrangemen~ on 
this question, perfectly satisfactory to our ministers, had been m!tde 
with Great Britain; but it pleased not tI.e President and was rei' ect
ed. Yet during the whole period that afterwards elapsed \Inti the 
declaration of war, no second effort was made to adjust this cause 
of controversy. From December, 1807, with very short in~ervals 
we waged against Britain a commercial Ivai' to coerce her 1I1to an 
observance of the rights we claimed a~ her hands. In eve~y step 
of this system, whethel' embargo, non-mtercourse, or 110n·lm.p~r
tation, we avowed the gro\lnd~ of this conte~t, and t~e condltl~n 
on which it should terminate-the orders III councIl, and their, 
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re'Peal. In April. l809, tlte famous arrangement with Erski~)e was 
made, hailed by the well-meaning as a second treaty of amIty be
tween tl;e two IOountries; yct it contained nothing upon the ques
tion of seamen. In the Prcsident's communication to Congress 
at the com'"enCemcllt of the war session, November, 181 I, enu· 
mcrating, in no light tone, our conti oversies with Britain, and 
recommcndinp; preparations for war, the impressment of scam en 
was not remembered. The s-ecretary of state was earnestl y en
gap;cd in a cOl'l'espondence with the British minister, Foster, ~t 
the seat of p;OVel'l1mellt, until the declaration of war; nay, lIntll 
after it had passed tbe house d representatives. The object of 
the correspondence avowedly was, to bring our differences to an 
amicable close-But in this cOl'l'cspondence, the question of im
pressment finds no place, except incidentally not as a sub~tantive 
topic of dbcussion. And in the official communication from om' 
government to our minbter in Russia, stating the fact of war de
c1are"d against Britain, al d alleging its justification, with a view 
to be communicated to the Russian government-~Mr. Munroe's 
letter to John Q. Adams, of July, 1812J-this justification is rest
ed ,901ely on tl:e British orders in council. J hese, then, were 
emphatically and exclusively the cause of war. And had it not 
been for vel y many weighty considerations to be found in the state 
of tht: world, ill tile lIa" un: of the war III Europe, out of \\ llCl1 
proceeded this vi .. lation of lletll ral rights; in the comluct of tlle 
other mi~hty belligerent, her illJluirs, her menaces and illtl"i~ucs, 
and in the peculiar condition of this country, actually growing illto 
unexampled prosperity, under the very state of things of which 
we complained-had it not been for these, and consideration'i 'll.e 
these, that, trumpet-tongued warned us from the gulf into W!llch 
we were about to plunge, the orders in council would have ju~ti
fled the rtsort to war-At all events, they formed what might be 
termed a sufficient technical cause of hostilities, much beu\'r than 
often figures, with consJiicuou!l effect, in the manife~toes of prin
ces, undel' the specious names of justice, independence and viola
ted I ights. But, sir, scarcely had the fatal step been taken, and 
the destinies of our nation risqued on the fortune of the sword, 
when the obnoxious orders were revoked, the causes of wal' re. 
moved, and an honorable opportunity afforded of returning to the 
happy state of peace, commerce, and succes~ful emel:prize" How 
grat.eful must not.the executil'e of a country, who~e policy was 
funoamentally pacllic-how grateful must it not have been for this 
bappy rescue fr?m the horrors of war! How rejoiced, that all had 
been effected without ~ struggle, which it was the object to obtain 
by a bloody and precanous contest! Exulting to shew, that",when 
it unsheathed the sword, not passion, but duty urged the reluctant 
deed, surely it hastened to return the unstained weapon to the 
scabbar.d, and extend tht<. blessed olive branch of peace. Was it 
so. ?-Slr,.1 nev~r can t~mk of the conduct of the executive upon 
Lhli Oi;caslOD, without mmgled feelings of surprise, regt'et, and an-



lJ;el·. It can be accounted f(}\" but by an i,.fatualion the most 01'0-

found-an infatuation which is not yet dissipateCl, and which sh~uld 
fill every bl'east with apprehensions of that dreadful result, which 
in the wisdum of Providence, is preceded by the" darkened coun: 
sels" of rulers. 

But it is entirely a mistake, says the gentleman from Pennsvl
vania. Til(' ol'ders in council nevel' '"'ere rt'voked ; they were in
de"d withdrawn, but under a dechration, asscl'ling the rig-ht to re
~llact them, should the violcnce of France, acquiesced in by Amer
lca, renew the n~ccssity fo. them. \Vill the administration, sil', 
bnng forward tlus excuse? \Vill they take this ground? :\0, Sil', 
they cannol, th~y dal'e not, The President has told the [)ation, 
~hat. the rev?cauon of the prd;~'s was substalltially sati~factory_ 
Ul hiS pecllh~r phraseology, ': 1 he I'epe,al of the OI'del'o i , couneil, 
was suscepuble 01 <::xplanutll>llS meellllg the just vielVs of this 
government." How could he do otherwise, afler his proclamation 
uf the 2d November, 1810, declaring the French edicts so revok
ed as to cease to be injurious to OUI' rights; a proclamation found
cd solely on the letter of the duke de Cadore, of the 5th August, 
promising a revocation. D. ·es the gentleman recollect the cele
brated .• Bien entendu," or provbo annexed to this letter: " Pro
vided, that in consequence of this declaratioa the British govern
ment shall revoke their orders in council, and renounce their new 
principles of blockade, or America shall calise her righls to be 

respected, conformably to the act which YOll have communicated /" 
Does the gentleman remember the torturous and labored effol·ts .. f 
~Ir. secretary ;\lonroe to explain this proviso iuto a condition sub
sequent? To prove that it was desi~ned only to assert the rigllt uf 
France to re-enact these decrees if Brilain SllOUld persist in her or
ders, and we forbear from resisting them? Such a condition sub
sequent annexed -to a promised revocation of the French decrees, 
had no effect to impair its furce-but the sam.:: annexed in term~ 
to the actuat'revocation of the British orders renders it entirely 
null !-X 0, sir, the executive cannot take tl.is ground--his dis
creet friends will not take it fOl' him. In the emphatic language 
gf the eloquent Junius, this would indeed" resemble the termi
gant chastity of a prude, who prosecutes one lover for a rape, 
while she solicits the lewd embraces of another." 

But can it be urged, says the gentleman; that the revocation of 
the orders in council removed all Ollr causes of complaint, and left 
us nothing more to demand of the enemy? No, sir, this is not urg
ed-But it is contended that as the revocation of the orders in 
council removed the cause of war, hostilities should in8tantly have 
been suspended and a fair, manly effort made to settle by negotia
tion all unadjusted differeDces which had not caused the wal·. A 
question of much importance an? .delicacy remained to be settle(~ 
in relation to the seal'ch for Bntlsh seamen on board OUI' mer
chant vessels, and the occasional impressment of Ameri,cans. U n
del' every administration of our cou~t1·y this qu~stion had excited 
great interest and been attt'nded ,nth mqrh ~hfficl1ltr, Of latp, 
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indeed, it had in some degree lost its intel'est J and jl.artly because 
of the comparatively ral'e occurrence of the pra~tlce. T~e .re
strictive anti.commercial system had expelled nalIve and foreIgn 
seamen in vast numbers from our country, and almost removed 
the temptations to an exercise of what the Brit.ish ~laimed as. a 
maritime rigl,t-For fi\'e years befol'e the war, the dispute hadJ III 

fact slept-Sl1bjects more important prcssed themselves on our 
notice, and while these pressed that was postponed as a matter for 
future arrangement. But out of these. new subjects a controver
sy arose which issued in war-It had ~carcely been declared be
fore the matter in contl"Oversy was arranged to our satisfaction by 
the voluntary act of the enemy. ""Vhat was our plain obviolls 
course-the course of duty and .of policy I-Sheath the sword un
tillt is ascertained whether the dispute which had been laid aside 
for future arrangement, and which, in consequence of the adjust
ment of more pressing concerns, is now properly presented to no
tice, can or cannot be amicably settled. Even tyrants pronounce 
war the" ultima ratio regum" the fast resort of princes. Nothing 
can justify the exercise of force but the inability to obtain right by 
othel' means. You had not supposed your just claims on the sub
ject of seamen unattainable by negotiation, or you would not have 
reserved them for years as a subject for negotiation-And if they 
be thus attainable, how will ye answel' to God and the country for 
the; blood and treasure uselessly-criminally expended I-This 
mode of thinking, sir, seems to me very straight, and q~ite in ac
cordance with the good old notions of practical morality_Besides, 
it is the incumbent duty of him who seeks 'justice, first to render 
it. Whatever our claims on Great Britain might have been in re
lation to seamen, she was not without her claims on us. At a time 
when her floating bulwarks were her sole safe guard against slave
ry, she could not view without alarm and resentment the warriors 
who should have manned those bulwarks pursuing a more gainful 
occupation in American vessels. Our merchant ships were crowd
ed with British seamen; most of them deserters from their ships 
of war, and all furn1sI.ed with fraudulent protections to prove them 
American. To us they were not necessary-they ate the bread 
and bid down the wages of native seamen whom it was our first 
duty to fo&ter and encourage. To their own country they were 
necessary, essentially necessary. They were wanted for her de
fen;e in a ~oment of unprecedented peril, Ought we not then 
while seekll1g to protect OUI' own seamen from forced British ser
vic~, to have rcmoved from her seamen the temptation to -desert 
theil' :ountry and to supplant ours at home ?-Why need I ask the 
questIOn? Your seamen's bill, as it is called, euacted into a law 
since the war, is an ack!l0wledgment that t!Jis ought to have been 
done-Howe vcr decepuve some of its provisions may appear its 
very flritlciftle is to restore to Britain her seamen and save' our 
own from her service. Unl~ss YOll believed this prinCiple right, it 
was the. ~eanest ?f degra1auons at such a time to pass such a law 
-And If It was rlgl1t, thon you had justice to render, as well as to 
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seek. J:I~~ you pursued this plain path of l'ight, I,au. you suspend
ed hostliltles, you would have consulted also the true policy of 
YOllr country. , An unconditional proposition fOl' an armistice up
on the revocatIOn of~he. orders, or an unconditional acceptance of 
the offer for an armistice would have passed for magnanimity. 
The disgraces which have since foulIy distained our milital'v char
acter were not then anticipated. The world would have be''Iieved, 
your enemy would have believed, that you suspended your career 
of conquest because the war had owed its origin not to ambition, 
but to duty-uecause YOll sought not territory, but justice-be
cause you pl'eferred an honest peace to the most splendid victory. 
With the reputation of having commanded, by your attitude of 
armour, a repeal of the offensive orders, you would have evinced 
a moderation which must have secured the most beneficial arrange
ments on the question of seamen. 

But, sir, this was not done. No armistice could obtain the ap
probation of the executive, unless it was preceded by an abandon
ment, formal or informal, of the British claim to seal'ch for theh' sea
men on board our merchant vessels. As an evidence of this aban
donment, the exercise of the claim must, by stipulation, be sus
pended during the armistice, and this suspension was to be the 
price of its purchase. Even without an armistice, no "arrange
ment" was to be deemed a fit su.bject for negotiation which should 
not be predicated on" the basis" of an exclusion from our vessels, 
by Ollr laws, of their seamen, and all absolute prohibition of search 
to theil' officers. This, sir, was taking very lofty ground; but at 
that moment the (;anada fever raged high, and the delirium of for~ 
eign conquest was at its acme. In a few wt:eks the American flag 
was to wave tdumphant on the ramparts of Quebec-The propo
sition for an armistice from the governor of Canada was utterly 
inadmissible, In the language of our secI'etary of state, it wanted 
reciprocity-" 'fhe proposition is not reciprocal, because it re
" strains the United States from acting where their power is great
" est, a.nd leavcs Great Britain at liberty, and gives her time to 
" augment her forces in our neighborhood." 

Mr. Russell did condescend to offer an armistice to the enemy, 
upon the condition of yielding, as preliminary, even to a suspen
sion of arms, all that could be extol'ted by the most triumphant 
war. But even he, in his pacific proposition, could not refrain 
from exulting at the gloriolls conquests that would inevitably by 
made, if submissiQn was refused 01' delayed. 

" Your lordship is awal'e of the difficulties with which a prose
cution of the war, even for a short pel'iod, must n~cessarillj em
barrass all future attempts at accommodation. PaS&lOns exasper
·ated by injuries; alliance8, 01' conquests on tel'm8 which forbid their 
abandonment will inevitably hereafter embitter and protract a con· 
tcst which ~ight now be so easily and happily terminated.': , " 

I cannot forbear, sir, from one remark at the" awful sqUlllt1l1g. 
in this letter at an alliance with France. Gentlemen are senu
tire when the possibility of suc~ a connectlon is intimated. The 
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very suspicion of such !l design in the cabinet is v!e1Ved as :u:al
umny. Here the accredited agent of the Amencan executive 
proclaims such a c?nnection, s~ch .an alliance as. ine"llitahle-p~o
claims it in an offiCial commuOlcation to the pu1>hc elleluy" 1 he 
declaration is laid before Congress and the people by the President, 
unaccompanied by any disavowal-The minister b lIOt .:ensured 
-Fol' his very conduct in this employment he is raised to the 
higbest grade of foreign Ministers; and 10 spite of th!' "ductanco 
of the Senate to confirm his nomination, he is pressed upon them 
by the President until their assent to his appointment is extOI·ted. 
I dwell not upon this topic, for I confesli to YOll the honest fears 
,vhich once congealed my heart are now dissipated. The sun of 
national freedom has burst fOl,th from behind the portentous eclipse 
that "with fear of change" had perplexed the darkened world., 
Napoleoll, no longer invincible, stript of the falSE: glare wl.lich 
spendid crime threw around his character, is no I~nger eulo~ls~d 
as " super-eminent" but denounced by the champions of admlOlS
tration as an "usurper." No one courts the friendship of a fallen 
tyrant !-

It is not for me to say in wha.t mannel' the dispute about seamen 
is to be settled. On this subject I have no hesitation, however, 
in giving my general sentiments. It is the duty ot this government 
to protect its eeamen (I mean its native seamen) from the forced 
service of any and cvery power on earth. so f~r as the strength of 
the country can obtain for them !"rotection. True it is, that ill my 
opinion the Toumber of impre&sed Americans bears no reasonable 
proportion to the numbcl' alleged, I live in a state which, tho' it 
carnes not on an extensive fOI'l:ign -commerce, has many n .. tive 
seamen. At the moment of the declal ation of war, til< inquiry 
was made whethel' a .ingle native seamen of North Carolina was 
then detained by Hi itish impl'cssll!cnt, I COuld hear of none, 1 
know that dUl'ing onl' reSll'iClive system many of OUI' sailors en
tCl'cd voluntarily into the ilrilish service, and when tired of it, 
complained that they had been illlpre;sni-Installces have ac
tually occurrcd at PlynlCu,th and at London, of men surrendcred 
as impressed Amel'icans, who afterwards boasted that they had 
cheated their king. In the battle, I think, of the President and the 
Little Belt, a neighbour of mine now an industrious farmer floticeu 
in the number of the :slain one of his (lwn name. He exclaimed, 
thcre goes one of my protections. 010 being asked fur all exr,la
nation he I'emarked, that in hiS wild days, when he followed the 
sea, it was an ordinary mode of procuring a little spending momy 
to ~et a pa'otection from a N otal'Y for a uollar, and sell it to the first 
f01'figne~ whom it at all fitted for fifteen or twenty. The pro
tected ahen assumed, of course, the American name and if Im
pressed, claimed to be liberated under it. The e~aminations 
which ha\'c been h~d before the committee of the :Massachusetts 
I~gislature, and especially that of William Gray, confirm the be
!Ief t.hat the numbel' of impressed Amerioans !las been exaggerated 
~nfintlely beyond the u·uth. But their number has been large 
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enough to I'cnder the grievance a seriolls one-And be they morc 
01' less, the right to the protection of their country is sacred and 
must be reg-ardeu. This· government would forfeit its claims to 
the respect and affection of its citizens if it omitted any rational 
means to sccure the I'ights of American seamen from actual vio
lation. Seek to obtain this security by practical means, If you 
c,annot by substitute obtain an abandonment of the right or prac
tice to seal'Ch our vessels, regulate it so as t9 prevent its abuse
waving for the present not rdinquishing your objections to the 
right. Do all that can fail'ly be asked of you to su percede the ne
cessity of the practice. W hen this is done, and you' should never
theless fail-when war is rendered nece88ary to obtain a practical 
and reasonable security for American seamen against the abuses 
of impressment, then, sir, that war is just. Whoever may ques
tion its expediency, none who admit that wars may ever be .justly 
waged can feel any conscientious scruples in yielding it support, 
This, sir, is no late opinion of mine, It has been long and pub
licly avowed-flot indeed as a pledge to my constituents, as my 
friend and colleague (Mr, Murphey) has remarked-we do not 
deal in pledges-but because it is my habit to be fl'ank when no 
duty commands concealment-Nor is it strange that I should ffel 
attached to the .rights of the American sailor. I am a native of 
the sea-board. Many of the playmates of my infancy have be
come the adventurous ploughmen of the deep, Sea-faring men 
are among my strongest personal and political friends. And fOl' 
their true interests-theit' fail' rigilts, I claim to feel a concern as 
sincere, and a zeal as fervent as can be boasted by any gentleman 
from the interior, or from beyond the mountains, who has heard 
of them, but knows them not, 

Has the prosecution of your scheme of invasion and conquest 
against the Canadas a tendency to secure these rights, and advance 
t[lese interests? This, sil', is a momentous question, on which it 
is the duty of eyel'y man in authgrity to reflect dispassionately, 
and with a fixed purpose to attain the truth. Unless this tend en. 
cy be manifest, and morally certain, every motive which can be 
addressed to an hOliest heart and intelligent mind, forbids its pros
ecution at the present moment. Make a fair comparison of its 
certain or probable ills with its possible gains, and then pronounce 
the sentence which justice, humanity, and policy demand; and a 
suffering nation will bless your decision, 

It is not my design to consider the immense expenditure which 
this scheme has cost, and which a continuance of it will cost to 
this country,- Well worthy is this topic of consideration, espe-

~ It was well remarked by Mr. Peal'Son, that the constitutional rule of McertainiBg 
the contribution of each individual to the .~ti;raction I)f the Imblic debt, was to be col
lectefl from the system of direct taxes. Supposing the debt wbich wiU have b.en cre
ated by the Canada war by the cl08e of the next !lampoign to be ni.nety million., eve
ry roan may ascertain how muth of hi. pr9pcrty IS. mortgaged fo~ ItB.payment! by ad
vertio~ to his portion of the direct t.x. The whole amount of thIS d,rect tax IS three 
milliOl~s-Multiplyiog' therefore each man's tHr..,t tax by thirty, will give the shpre uf 
. hp ·.;·hole debe, fol' whirl! he may he con.irlefed 3s.liahlp : . 

" 



cially at a IIIUlIICllt when inou5try is without el1l:olll'agemcnt, ant: 
cxternal revenue is utterly deslroyed. But it has been examined 
with great ability by gelltlemen who Inve preceded me, espe
cially by the gentlemen fl'om Connecticut and ViI'ginia, (MI'. Pil
kin and MI'. Sheffey) and contenting my~elf with an eamest re
quest, that theil' remarb be not forgotten, and that in yotl\' zeal· 
for conquests you do not beggar YOUI' people, I hasten to present 
uthel' views which have not been so fully unfolded. 

There ill something in the character of a war made upon the 
!Ico/lle of a country, to force them to abandon a government which 
they chcrish, and to become the subjects or associates of their in
vaders, which necessarily involves calamities beyond those inci· 
dent to IJrdinal'y wars. Among us some remain who remember 
the horrors of the invasion of the revolution-and other~ of us 
have hung with reverence on the lips of narrative old ar;e, as it re· . 
lated the intercsting tale. Such a war is not a contest between 
those only who seek for renown in military achievements, or the 
more humble mercenaries whose" business 'tis to die," It breaks 
in upon all the charities of domestic life-and interrupts all the 
Jmrsuits of industry. The peas·ant quits his plough, and the me
chanic is hurried from his shop to commence without apprentice
ship the exercise of the trade of death. The irregularity of the 
resistance which is opposed to the invader, its occasional Obstinacy 
and occa~ional intermission, prOVOking every bad passion of his. 
soldiery, is the excu~e 101' plundcl', lust, and cruelty, The:ie 
atrocities exasperate the sufferers -to revenge-and every weapon 
which angel' can supply, and every device which ingellious hatred 
can conceive, is u~ed to inflict vengeance 011 the detested foe. 
There is yet a war more hO\'l'ible than this. As there is no angel' 
so deadly as the anger of a friend, thert: is no war so ferocious as 
that which is waged between men of the same bloQd, and formerly 
connected by the closest ties of affection. The pen of tae histori
an cvufesses its inability to describe, the feniJ fancy of the poet 
cannot realise, the horrors of a chil war, This invasion ot Canada 
involves the miseries of both these species of war. You calTY 
fire and sword amongst a people who are" united against you (say 
your generals) to a man"-amongst a people who, t-.appy in them
selves,. satisfied w!th their condition, \-iew you not as coming to 
emancipate them from thraldom, but to reduce them to a foreign 
roke ~ a p.eople long and intimately cO~lIle.cted with the bordering 
Inhabitants of our country by commercial mtercou.:se, by the tics 
of hospitality, by the bonds of affinity and of blood-a people, as to 
every social and individual purpose, long identified with your own. 
It must be that such a wal' will rO\lse a spirit of sanguinary feroci. 
ty that. will overleap every hoLy !Jarriel' of nature and venerable 
Jloag,e of civilization.-"Yhere will you find all authenticated in
stance of this ferocity, that more instantaneously compels thl. 
shuddering abhorrence of the heart, than the filet asserted by my 
eloquent friend from New·Hampshire, (Mr, Webster)-" The 
'Q.ayonet of the brother has been aClually opposed to the breabt of 
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tIre "brothcl·."-Merciful Heaven! That those who have beeu' 
~ocked in the same cradic by the same maternal hand-who have 
imbibed the first genial nourishment of infant existence from the 
same blessed sO~lrce-shollld.be forc~d to .:ontend in impious strife 
for ~he destructIOn of that bemg denved fl'om their common par
ents !-It should not be so !-Every feeling of our nature cries 
aloud against it ! 

One subject is intimately connected with this Canadian war, 
which demands the most thorough and deliberate examination. I 
tremble to approach it thus incidentally, lest I injure the cause of 
humanity and truth, by a cursol'y vindication. And yet I dare not 
altogdher omit it, because I fear an opPQrtunity of full considet'a,
tion will not be presented, and it is of an urgency and of a magnitude 
that forbid it to be ovedooked. I mcan,sir, the falsely called 
system of retaliation, which threatens to impart to the war a char
acter of barbarity which has not its parallel in the modern annals 
of Christendom, Twenty-tl1l"ee persons of our itwading army, 
who were taken prisoners by the enemy at the battle of Queens
town, in Canada, have been sent to EI.gland as British subjects, to 
be tried for treason. To deter the enemy from execu!:ing the law 
upon these unhappy men, our executive has ordered into close 
custody an equal number-not of American citizens invading our 
country-(this would, indeed, be retaliation)-but of British pris
oners who have committed no crime, It is avowed that these 
shaH be put to instantaneous death, if the men sent to England 
should be convicted and executed. Tlle British govemment 
ha~'e proceeded in return, to confine a corresponding numllel' of 
Americ"ans as hostages for the safety of these British prisoners, 
under the" same determination and avowal. This has been again 
retaliated on our side, and the retaliation retorted by the enemy, 
;0 that an indiscriminate and univel'sal destruction of the IH'is
oners on each side, is the menaced consequence of the execution 
uf one of the presumed Englbhmen ordered home for trial, 

Before we enter upon this c;:reer of co!d-blooded massacre, it 
behoves liS, by every ohiigation which we owe to God, to our fel
low men, and to our ollr~clve:;, to be certain that the right is with 
~IS, and that the duty is imperativ.e, If in a moment of cxcited 
feeling we should heedlessly enact the falal deed which consigns 
thou!fllllds of the gallant and the brave, Amcl-icans and Britons, 
to an ignominious death, and should afterwards discover that the 
deed was criminal, that the blood of the innocent is upon us, and 
the cries of their fathel'less infants have ascended against liS to tbe 
throne' of the Mosl High; ho\v shall we silence the reproaches of 
conscience? !lOW atone for the wide-spread and irreparable mis
"chief? or how efface from the Americ:m name, the infamous stain 
that will be stamped upon it i With motives thus awfully obliga
to!"r to a correct decision, we are in immil1e,lt .danger of error, 
from causes of which we are hot aware, A porllOl~ of OUI' popu
lation inconsiderable in number as compared With the wilDie 
'nass,' bill influential, bccau~e of their :;w.il'it\" vjOJ.~I1Ct'" holr\nrif· 



and their control of the !wjllllal' jlrcsscs-l mean, sil', that IJa1't of 
our naturalized citizens, who, not content with pursuing th~ pri
vate oecunations of industry, undertake to manage the affairs of 
state or t~ach us how they should be managed, have systematic
ally 'and zealously laboured to disseminate false: principles, a~d 
excite prejudices and passions calculated to mislead the .pu?hc 
mind. Dive~tillb ourselves, as far as possib!e, from all ha~ty Im
pressions, let us ex,tmine upon what foundauon rests th~ right to 
put our prisoners to death, in revenge for the execution of tl,C 
men who are to be tried in England for U·eason. If it shall be, 
that these men arc native s~bjects of Great Britain, who have nev
er pretended to shake off their allegiance by natul"alization here, 
their crime in making war against their acknowledged country, 
and actually invading its territories, is 50 manifestly treason; and 
the right of theil' country to punish such treason, is so complete,. 
that I will not presume it necessary to a'!;ue upon eithcl' of these 
topics, If the enemy has a perfect right to regard them as trai
tors, we cannot have the inconsistent right to avenge, with inno
cent blood, their just doom. But it may be, that some of them are 
nritish sul~ects, naturalized in America. I believe this is n()t the 
fact. "Ve have no official iniorrllation; but from the most respec
table inofficial sources, I Jearn it is not the fact. If it should be, 
however, a very inte!'csting inquiry presents itself-What is the 
effect of naturalization in se\'ering the ties which bind a man to 
his native country; and in requiring, as against its claims, t:le 
protection of his adopted country? It is my conviction, that erro
neous opinions pre.vail upon this point.-lt is a point on which 
this country, surrounded by foreign territories, into which our 
citizens are migrating in .vast numbers, has a very deep interest 
to form correct opinions. 

Every political association must be considered as originally 
founded on a contract between cach of ils members and the whole 
body. Each stipulates to yicld obedience to the laws, and to re
frain from acts destructive of the existence of the state-while the 
community, as such, stipUlates to secure to each indivhlual the en
joyment of his rights. The dura<l!ion of such an associativn if not 
defined hy the original compact is necessarily unlimited. 'Vhen 
anyone of its members is desirous to free himself from his engage
ments, it is manifest that he cannot do it by his own act, at his own 
Jlle~sure, for such a power would be utterly inconsistent with the 
nOl.1on of an Obligation. He can be released from his contract only 
up~n ~he ?C~llrr~nce of some event which by the terms of the as 
60ClaUon It IS stipulated shall have such effect, or bv the consent 
of the community to which he was bound. As is the state of the 
original parties to the association, such is that of their descendants. 
Children ill every political community must be viewed as succeed
ing. to the rights, and with them, to the consequent obligations of 
the~r parents-But for this principle the great inducement to the 
&OClal st~te, the desire o~ providing for the security and happiness 
9£ a family wou~d be anmhilj\ted, and the trammels of goverftmen't 



R.ever w:ould be sUbmitted to. Hut for thi~ that pCI'petual succes
Slon which keeps u~ the identity of a nation, although its individu
als are all is a state of decay and renoY<ltion, which ghes it a cor
porate being essential to its action, is at once destroyed, From 
these principles, 01' principles like these, it i; that all jurists a~ree, 
that when a political society is formed, the fundamental law~ of 
that society may prescribe when and upon what terms only any in
dividual of it shall be freed from his engagement to defend it. 
That each society possesses this right, is a principle of universa' 
law-:No dictum can be found to contradict it. How such rigl· 
shall be exercised must of course depend on th.e wisdom and vi,
tlle of the society itself, 01' of those who enact its laws. It must 
be pel'fectly obvious, that-- ia any case where the fundan-1ental law" 
of the society do not pennit the individual to release himself from 
his engagement, the intervention of a third party cannot effect thi, 
reiease. A promise of A to B cannot be discharged by an act of 
C. The effect therefore, which the naturalization in any country 
of the subject of another has upon the original obligations of that 
subject to his native country, must depend upon its laws, prescrib
ing to what extent and under what circumstances these original 
obligations may be lessened o-r destroyed. The institutions of 
different countries vary from each other in this respect-some 
are more rigid and others more indulgent. Bull: I know of but 
one f>tate on earth, the State of Virginia, which allows the native 
subject or citizen so completely to.·divest himself of his original 
c~aracter as to raise against her with impunity the hand of parri
CIde. Virginia by a statute docs permit a citizen by a formal deed 
executed before witnesses, acknowledged in court and recorded, ( 
to quit claim and renounce his birth right, and thenceforth to be 
deemed as though he never had been of the State, All otl~er 
states in the civilized world impose this restraint, that their ortg
inal !>ubject shall nevel' wage war against his country. 

With the fundamental laws of England, in 1 elation to this sub
ject, we have a perfect acqu~intancc. In geneml every mar is 
the~e at liberty to quit the kingdom, to pursue abroad such occu
pations, and enter into such cl,gagemcnts as he may find bene~
cial ; but on the express condition, that he shall not- viola~e Ius 
faith to his sovereign, the fir~t great duty of ,:hiei" is not to i~
vade his tenitories, and war against his subjects. I was Sl\l·prt
~ed to hear a gentleman fl'om Kentucky, whose good sense and 
mdependence 1 much respect (Mr. Montgomery) argue that the 
permission to a British subject to leave ],is country was an imf1lied 
consent, that he might throw off alllillegiance to it ... S~ch an im
jzlication is done away by the very terms of the pernusslOn. TI~e 
law is as old as Magna Charta, and has been Ul1l!orm down to tl~ls 
<lay. "Licuit unicui'l!le de eetero exire de regno nostl'o et redzre 
salvo et 8'ecure Iler ten'am et lur aquam, SALVA FIDE NOS'1'RA." 

,33d Article Abbot'8 edition of Magna Charta. "It may be lawful 
for everyone hereaftel' to go out of our kingdom, and return safe
l'y and securely by land and by sea, saving his faith to U5." In 



the reign of Elizabeth acclIned the case of Dr. Story. \vhich gen~ 
tlemen will find accurately rq>Olted,2d Dyer, 298b. 304b. A na
tive of England, he had long quitted that country, had become a 
subject of Philip of Spain, and had actually been received as am
bassador from Philip at the English court. He was indicted for 
treason-he pleaded the fact of his having become a SpaI,ish sub
ject-the plea was overruled-he was convicted and executed. 
'The case of colonel Townly occulTed in 1746. He was indicted 
fOI' treason in aiding in the rebellion of 1745, was convicted and 
executed; notwithstanding the fact of his having become a French 
subject, and bearing a French commission. The case of JEneas 
McDonald in the 5allle yeal' was more remarkable. He had left 
Scotland his native land, a mel c infant, al1d ever afterwards l'esi
cled in France. As a subject of the king of Francc, and an offi
cer in his army, he accompanied the Pretender in 17 45-was ta
ken prisoncr, indicted for U'eason, and convicted. He was, indeed, 
not executed. The hardship of his fate excited commiseration, 
and upon the recommendation of his jury to mercy, his sentence 
was commut,ed into perpetual banishment. It is vain to multiply 
proofs. Nothing can be n,ore certain than the English law in re
lation to its subjects naturalized abroad waging war against theil' 
country. The'law of France is more strict and equally precise. 
The edict of Trianon, of 23d Ahgust, 1813, with great precision 
declares, "no Frenchman can be naturalized abroad without om' 
consent, (that is of the Emperor)"-and that" Frenchmen natu
l'alized abroad, f.'en 'With our jlermillsion, can at no time carry arms 
against France, under pain of being indicted in our courts, and 
condemned to the pUllishment enacted in the penal code-Book 3. 
eh,75." During the F"cllch revolution in 1795, a corps of emi
grants, whom opprC,,,;;;Jll and brutal ,'iolcncc had compelled to 
1Juit theil· country, fornlcd themselves into an army in the pay and 
employment of Bdt:!in. and as such engaged in the ill fated expe" 
£lilian to Quiheron. They were made prisoncrs and executed as 
traitors. VVh;).t is ollr own law! In every state of the L Ilion, ex
cept Virginia, it is p,'ecisely the law which obtains in Great Bri
tain-no man shall exempt himself from the oblMgation not to war 
against his country-and in Virginia even, he can only get dd of 
this obligation, by obsex-ving lhe stipulated forms which its law 
l)l'cscl'ibes. Naturalization, granted in another country, has no ef
fect whatever to destroy his original primary allegiance. A gen
t,lcman fl'om Virginia, (Mr. Eppes) informed us that undel' a Bri
~lsh sta,tute, two years voluntary service in their navy i/180 facto, 
naturahz~d ,a foreigner. Be it so, sir-Let us suppose that during 
(!ul· .. ·estnctlons on commerce an American citizen, a Virginian 
ior llls~an,ce, who had gonc through the stipulated formalities of 
~xp"tflatlOn had entered on hoard the British navy, and after serv
lDg there two years, and thns becoming a naturalized subject of 
George the 3d, had infamously joined in the invasion of his native 
land. Suppose t?is miscreant taken prisoner heading a hostile 
band at tbe bm-mng of Ha\'l'e. (\1' nt the atrocious outrages of 
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Hampton, and arraigned for treason in lev> ing war ao'ainst lr,<, 
United States-what defence could be mr.de jOl' him? Is there [\ 
g~ntleman in the hO~lSC with ~ny pl'ctensions to legal sciencc, who 
wIll so fal' hazard his reputauon as to allcp;e that a defence could 
be made for him? Is thel'e a judge in aliI' land fl'om those who a
dorn the bench of Olll' supreme court, down to the humblest in ca
pacity ~nd office, who could be even amused by the miserable so
phistry, that naturalization in Britain repcaled our law of tl'cason ? 
No, siJ'-The traitor would be condemned-inevitably condemned; 
and if the President wcre frightened from executing thc sentence 
by an insolent threat from Britain, to put innocent Americans to 
death, in revenge for the just doom of the convict, he would en
counter the contempt ant! c':ccl'ation of his country, How is it 
then that we undertake by such menaces to detel' the enemy frum 
executing a like law, under like Ci~·C'..!1:1:t:mces against her unnat· 
ural children? 

This law against the alienation of ailegiancc is no relict of ty
lanny; it is founded in the :\nalo~y of nature, and cssential to tho 
harmony of the world, There is a striking similitude between the 
duties of a citizen to his country, and those of a son to his father, 
Indeed, Sil', what is the word country, but a comprehensive phrase, 
embracing all those charities which grow out of the domestic re
lalions of parents, children, kindred and friends? When the boy 
has attained manhood, and the father's care is no longer necessary 
to guard him from daily harms, he i; at liberty to quit thc paren
tal roof, to become the inmate of anothel' family, there form con
nections essential to his happiness, and take upon himself obli,~a
tions of respect and tenderness as the adoptcd son of other parcllts, 
But is nature'~ first great oond uttel'1y scvcred? Can he retul'O at 
the bidding of his new friends, to l'avagC,; and destroy the home of 
his childhood, and pollute it with the life-hlood of those from whom 
he received life? Would this bc hut an ordinary trespass, a com
mon homicide, which provocatioll mip;ht extenuate, excuse, 01' 

even justify ?-An association, sir, fOI'Pled by a re~ul'l'ection of the 
wretches who have died on the gilJbet, would disdain such a prill" 
ciple in their code, 'Vhat is the jar~oll ur modern expatriation, 
Dut the same principle interpolated into the emil- of lIations? 

The peace and independence of every state, and of none more 
t>han ours, demand that the citizen shouJd not be released from the 
just claims of h~ country by the interfercncc of foreign pOIVel'S, 
Give to such interference this effect, and cvery nation is made de
pendent upon the arbitrary exercise of a f()r~ign rig~lt, to control 
and regulate its vital concern,s, The Spamsh dominIOns to the 
sout!., and the British te\'l'itol'le.$ to the north, have tempted from 

. us many of our boldest spirits, L~t thel~ g~-Iet them there en· 
joy every privilege, if they can find It, w hlc1~ ~n our happy. country 
IS given tli) the fugitive European; ever~ pnVlleg~ ~hlch ~s ~ssen. 
tial to their comfort, Let them pursue In tranqUllhty theil' lI1dus. 
trious occupations-realize the profits of enterprize, and be pro, 
t~"ted. f~om every iqvuicm of individual right. fn return for thesl:' 
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ad\"al;tages, let lhem, ii:." tile European whom we naturali~e, ren
der a cheerful olJ~dience to the laws, perform every socIal duty 
whieh is assigned to the~, ant1 co~tribl~te to the 5up~ort of the 
government a fair I'l'oportIon of thell' gams. But permIt them not 
to fOl'get the CO\ll1tl'Y which gave them birth and proti:cted their 
infancy. Suffer them not with impunity to be converted into hos
tile tribes, whose numbers may be swelled from day to day by the. 
factious, the restless, and t!lC criminal, who have but to pass an 
ideal line, and the duty of obedience is convcl'ted into the right to' 
destroy.' . 

Unless I am greatly deceived, the law of England must be suf
fered to have its course with the individuals, if natives of England, 
ar.d migl'ating to us since! he revolution, who are ~ent th~ther for 
trial-'''hether they ought to be executed, if conVicted, IS a very 
diffel'ent question. Considering the intimate connection which 
common origin, language and manners, and a long and intimate 
commerce has heretofore induced between the countries, and the 
consequent interchange of theil' inhabitants; remembering too 
that genel'allaws are often cruel in their application to particular 
cases, the executive authority in that country, is bound by til e 
strongest motives, to consult the dictates of humanity, and forbeal' 
the too rigorous exercise of right. But if these considerations 
should not there prevail, and the severe penalty of the law of trea
son is exacted, as of right it may be, shall we without right, with. 
out the semblance of law, coldly murder those who are in" our 
puwer, who have committed no treason against us, and against 
whom crime is not pretended? Is this called retaliation? Bri
; :tin executes British traitors serving in the American" army, re
gularly tried and convicted of trcason, and we, in retl!rn, c~:
ecute-whom? American traitors, serving in the British army, 
and convicted of treason? No, but faithful, loyal men, bearing arms 
n the cause of theil' native country! tried by no law! offenders 

against no law! Sir, the pretension is monstrous. I have met 
·.vith no instance of such a pretension being ever asserted in a civili. 
<;ed country. Did Philip of Spain retaliate in this way fur the ex
ecution of Dr. Story? Did France retaliate f01' the execution of 
Col. TO'Wnly? Did Britain thus I'etaliate fU1' the execution of the 
French emigrants taken at Quiberon? I have heard it !laid that 
Napper Tamil', an Irishman, natliralized in FI'ance, was surrender
ed upon a threat of retaliation from France. I doubt the fact
t~le only evidence of it is in a note to an evidently p:utial and one
Sided ~cco~nt o~ his trial in a collection of Curran's Speeches. In 
110 aotlle,:uc register have I been able to find it. Butif it were true, 
the note Itself states, that the gr.ound on which he was demanded, 
~as not that he had been naturahzed by France, and therefore not 
habl~ to be executed for treason; but because he had been unjust
ly seIzed at" Hamburg, in neutral territory, and ought to be return
ed. Theobald 'Volf Tone, Tandy's associate, and, like him an 
~ffic,el' of France,but not like him, arrested in a violated ne~tral 
(erntorl, was neither demanded nor delivered, Condemned t-o 
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death. he changed the mode of its execution by committing suicide. 
!,-nd shall my coun~ry, claiming to excel in humanity, as it excels 
10 freedom, the natIOns of Europe, shall it be the first to avow a 
monstrous, u?founded pretension, and vindicate it by innocent 
blood? Shall It teach a lesson of barbarity to the hardened chief
tains of slaughter, of which they were before ignorant? Shall it 
seek toprotec.t foreig~er5 . from the v~nge~~ce of their sovereigns, 
at the cost of ImmolatIng Its own n:j.uve citizens? Shall it doom a 
revolutionary Winchester, or a gallant 'Vinder, to a shameful 
dea~h! because it cannot s~ve alien traitors from their legal fate? 

1 htnk for a moment, Sir, on the consequences, and deem it not 
unw.,.thy of you to regard them. True courage shuts not its 
eyes upon danger or its result. It vit:ws them steadily, and calm
ly resolves whether they ought to be encountered. Already has 

'this Canadian war a character sufficiently cruel, as Newark, Buff-
aloe and Niagara can testify. But when the spirit of ferocity shall 
have been maddened by the vapour steaming from the innocent 
blood that shall stagnate around every depot of prisoners, then 
will it become a war, not of savage, but of demoniac chal'acter. 
Your part of it may, perhaps, be ably sustained-Your way through 
the Canadas may,be traced afar off by the smoke of their burning 
villages-Your path may be marked by the blood of their furious 
peasantry-You may render your course audible by the frantic 
shrieks of their women and childl'en. But your own sacred soil 
will also be the scene of this drama of fiends. YOUI' exposed and 
defenceless sea-board, the sea-board of the south, willlflvite a terri. 
ble vengeance. That sea-board which has been shamefully neglected, 
and is at this moment without protection, has been ali'eady invaded. 
But an invasion,after the war shall have assumed its unmitigated form 
of carnage, and woe, and wickeci!less, must be followed with horrors 
which imagination can but faillLly conceive. I will not trust my
self to tell you all I feel, all my constituents feel, UPOIl this subject 
-But I will say to the gentleman from Pennsylvania, that when 
!~e alludes to the probability that an intestine foe may be roused 
to assassination and bru lality, lIe touches a chord that .vibl·ates to 
the very heart. Yes, sir, I live in a state whose misfortune it is 
to contain the materials out of which may be made such a foe-A 
foe that will be found every where-in our fields, our kitchens, and 
OUl' ehambel's; a foe, ignorant, degraded by Ilabils of servitude, 
uncurbed by mord restraints-whom no recollections of former 
kindness will soften, and whom the remembrance of severity will 
goad to phrenzy-frOlu whom nor age, no~' inf~ncr, ~or beauty, 
will find reverence 01' pity-and whose subjugatIOn Will be but a
nother word for extermination-Such a foe, sir, may be added to 
fill up the measure of our calamities. Let me not be misunder
stood-Let no gentleman misconceive my meaning .. Do I state 
these consequences to intimidate- or •. deter you? I tlllnk ~et~el' of 
my countrymen. I hope and believe' In the language of "VIlktn~on . 
to Prevost that Americans ivill not be deterred from pursulllg 
w~at is right by any dread of consequences. No, sir, I state them 

G 
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to rouse YOUI' attcntion and \v'akcn your scrutiny into the correct
ness of the course you are pursuing. If on mature deliberation 
you are Bure you are right, proceed, regardless of what may hap· 
pen. 

JU8/urn et tenacern /lroftositi virum
Sifractus illahatur orhis, 
Imftavidumferient Ruintl!.* 

But reflect well, I conjure you, befol'e reflection is too late
Let not passion 01' prejudice dictate the decision-If erroneoUS, 
its reversal may be decreed by a nation's miseries, and by the 
world's abhorrence. 

MI', Chairman-Turning fl'Om the gloomy view of the effects of 
the Canada war, my attention is arrested by another consequence 
likely to follow from it, on which I will not long detain you, but 
which is not less interesting, nor less alarming. In proportion as 
gentlemen become heated in their pursuit of conquest, and are 
baffied in their efforts to overtake it, the object becomes more val
uable in their estimation, and success is more identified with their 
pride. The conquest of Canada contemplated as an easy sport, 
without a fixed design either to keep it to secure, or sUl'render it 
to purchase rights; has from its difficulty swelled into an impor
tance which causes it to be valued above all rights. Patriotism 
was relied on to fill the ranks of the invading army; but it did not 
sllfficiently an~wer the call. These ranks, however, must be filled 
-A varice is next resorted to-The most enormous price is bid 
for soldiers, that was ever. offered in any age or country. Should 
this fail, what is the next scheme ?_ There is no rescrve or con
cealment. It has been avowed that the next scheme is a conscrip
tion. It is known that this scheme was recommended even at this 
session by the war department-and that it was postponed only to 
try first the effect of enormous bounty. The frcemen of this coun
try are to be drafted from the l"anks of the militia, and forced a
broad as military machines, to wage a war of conquest! Sir-I 
have been accustomed to consider the little share which I have in 
the Constitution of these United States, as the most valuable pat
rimony, I have to leave to those beings, in whom I hope my name 
and remembrance to be perpetuated. B~t I solemnly declare, 
that if such a doctrine be engrafted into this Constitution, I shall 
reg-ard it as without value, and care not for its preservation. Even 
in France, where man inured to despotism, has become so passive 
and subservient, as almost to lose the. faculty of feeling oppression, 

• rhe man ~eso""d and. steady in his tru~t, 
~nfiexl2le to ~Il, an,d obs~natel! just ~ " 

.. .. *. • 
From orbs convuls'd should all tbe planets fiy, 
World crusb '(In wOI'hl, and ocean mix witb sky; 
HE, u~conc~rn'~l would view tbe falling w~le) 
And sull malotaln tbe purpose of his bOlli, 
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an~ th.e capacity to per~ive it; even there, Sil', the tyranny of con
l;CI'lpUon rouses him to the assertion of his innate freedom to a 
struggle against slavery in its most malignant form. No, si;, not 
the dread of all the se\'ere punishments· ordained for refractory 
conscripts? not the" pein.e du .bou~et,H the ~' travaux .publique~," 
nor death Itself, can stuplfy 111m I\lto seeming submission. He 
yields only to absolute force, and is marched to the field of glol'y 
manacled and hand-cuffed. And is such a principle to be introdu
ced into our benign, our free institutions? Believe me, the ,'ttempt 
will be fatal.-lt cannot succeed but by military terror-It will be 
the signal for drawing the swol'd at home.-Amel"icans al'e not 
fitted to be the slaves of a system of French conscription, the most 
detestable of the im'entions of tyranny. Sir, I heal' it whispered 
near me, this is not worse than the impressment of seamen. It is 
worse, infinitely worse. Impressment forces seamen to serve in. 
the public ships of their CQuntry, instead of pursuing their occu
pation in the mel'chant service. It changes theil' employmem to 
one more l'igorous, of longer continuance, of greater danger. Hut 
it is yet employment of the same kind-It is yet employment for 
which they are fitted by usage and education. But conscl'iption is 
indiscriminate in the victims of its tyranny. The age not the pur
suit of the conscript is the sole criterion of his fitness. Whatever 
be his habits, whatever his immediate views, whatever his designed 
occupation in life, a stel'n mandate tears him from the robf of his 
father, from the desk, the office, the plough, or the workshop, and 
he is carl'ied tar from home to fight ill to reign climes the b 1ttll::S 
of ambition. But, sir-if conscl'iption were nol wO!'se than im
pre!;sment, I should not lose my objections to it-I am not prepa
red to assent to the introduction of either conscription or impres~
ment into my country. For all the British territories in the 
\1\' estel'n World, I would not. Fight for Sailors' Rights-yet ri v
et on our citizens a French conscription! Fight fOI' rights on the 
ocean, and annihilate the most precious of all rights at heme-the 
right of a Freeman never to be forced out of his own country!
How alat'ming is the infatuation of that zeal, which, in its ardor for 
attaining its object, tramples in the dust objects of infinitely high
et' price! 

What is the probability of success in this. scheme of conquest, 
is a topic Oil which I mean not to enlarge. It IS not necessary that 
I should, for others have ably discusied it. That you .may take 
Upper Canada, that you may overrun the lower prOVince I be-

;0 The system of conscription is upheld i.n F~ance. bl: the '!lost rigoro~s punish
roents upon all who arc instrumental 10 evadlDg ,ts operauon. 1 he most rumous fi"es 
are imposed upon the Jl9rents of the reli'actory consc";pt, Q~d wh~re the~ are acce .• sary 
to his esea!'C the sevel'est corporal punishroelll, such as b ... ndmg With hot ,roo, pubhc ex
posure and imprisonment. The" Peine du Boulet," is an iron .ball of e.ght pounds 

. ht fastened to the leg by an iron chain seven feet long. It.s accon'p"",ed w.th 
ie:~ labour of ten hours daily and, in tbe intervals of "est, solitary cOlifinem~lIt It 
I~:ts ten yea .. , and tbe poor ':retcb we.rs a disgra~etul dress, I.he emble?, of h" '1>110: 
miny-The "trav.ux publiques" are elJlployment ID s\lch pubhcI. labol\JS as the gov 
crnment may di!"ect. 



Jieve-But that you wil! take Quebec, whi1e the mouth of the" 8t, 
La wrence is commanded by a hostile fleet, I cannot believe. If an 
opposite thought sometimes gets possession of my ~magination, I 
find it springing from that impulse of the heart WhICh makes me 
fancy victory pel'ched on the standard of my country, and not the 
result of an exertion of the understandinp--But, sir, if you should 
conquer the Canaclas, subdue Nova Scotia, and possess yourself of 
all the British territories in America-H, after impoverishing YOUl' 

country h}' ruinous loans, and grinding down your people byop
pressive taxes, you should wade at last through the horrors of 
invasion, mass~cre of prisoners, a servile war, and a military con
scription, tc, the now darling object of your wishell-I pray YOll, 
sir, what is then to be done !-What do you design to do with the 
conquered tel'ritory? \Ve will keep it, ·say the gentlemen from 
Vermont and Pennsylvania, (Mr. Bradley and Mr. lng-usol!.) 
\Ve \vill keep it because it is an object with OUI' people-because 
it ,..-ill keep off Indian wars-and retribute us for the wrongs we 
have sustained. I believe, indee.d, that, if conquered, there wiII 
he a powerful party to the north and west that will not consent to 
part with it, with \\'hom it is an object. But how shall it be kept? 
-As a conquered province? To retain it as such against the 
efforts of an exasperated, though conquered, people within, and 
the exertions of a powerful, proud and irritated enemy without, 

. that enemy master of the sea, always able to invade and to suc
cour the invaders, will require a military strength and a pecuniary 
expenditure not less continued or less in amollnt, than were de
manded to take it-Such a conquest is never finished!"'when nom
inally effected it is to be begun. But we will incorporate it into 
the Union-Ayc, this would be indeed a pleasant result. Let my 
southern friends-let gentleman who represent slave holding 
states attend to this. How would this project take at home? 
,\-Vhat would their constituents give to have half a dozen new states 
made out of the Canadas ? It is, besides, so notable an expedient 
for strengthening the nation, and so perfectly in accordaQce with 
the principles of our form of government. We are to force men 
into an association the very life of which isfreedom, and the breath 
of that life unrestrained choice! And to give vigor to the nation, 
we are to admit into its councils, and into a free participation of 
its power, men whose dislike of its government has been strength
ened into abhorrence by the exasperations of war, and all whose 
affections are fixed upor. its enemy !-But at al! events you are to 
keep the Canadas. "Vhat then will you do about sailors' rights? 
-You will not be a jot nearer to them then, than you arc now
How will you procure them, or seek to procure them l Will you 
then begin in good earnest to protect or obtain them by naval 
means ?-Would it not be adviseable to attend to this declared ob
ject of the war now, Father than wait until after the Canadian scheme 
is effected ?-Perhaps you mean t\> keep Canada and abandon sai
lors' rights-If so, why not avow to the people that it is conque8& 
you fight for, and not.righe .2-But perhaps it-is designed when the 



58 

conques~ is effected, to ~i\'c it back to Britian as an equivalellt fut' 
,he cesslOn; on her part, of some maritime right-for the privilege 
th~t our slups shall not be searched [01' British sailors, On this 
qucstion you may make an arrangement practically securing all 
:ve ought ~o,~ to contend fOl', You will I hope make it in the pend
lllg' negottatlOn-But, that by a surrender of Canada, after it is 
conquered, you may purchase fl'om her disavowal or relinquish
ment of the right, no man can believe who understands either the 
views or the pt'ejudices of that people, Thc}' believe the right 
essential to their na~'al existence, to deter theil' seamen from gen
eral desertion-All classes in that counu'y so regard it-we know 
there is not a difference of opinion among any description of poli
ticians in the ldngdom upon this subject, If they have any jeal
ousy of you, (and I believe some of them have) it is not a jealousy 
of your te~ritorial extent-but of youI' fitness to become their com
mercial and naval rival. Can it be believed then that they would 
compromise in a surl'ender of a claim, which surrendered, in their 
judgment, weakens them and invigorates you where alone they 
are apprehensive of a competition, [01' the sake of preventing an ac
cession to your territory which extends your limits, while it takes 
away from your strength? Indulge no sJlch delusion-Were Can
ada a thousand times more important to Britain than it is, it were 
yet of less value than her naval power. For the sake of it she 
would never yield a principle on which that naval power depends. 
No, sir, the return of conquel'ed Canada, even with the hoped for 
agency in our favour of the Russian Emperor, would not weigh a 
feather in the scale against what she deems her first great nation
al interest. As it regards too these fancied exertions of Russia in 
OUl' favour, gentlemen surely deceive themselves. However at
tached Russia may be to the most liberal principles of commercial 
intercoUl'se, sIze never will array herself ag-ainst the right of the 
sovereign to compel the services of his sea-faring subjects-On 
this head her policy is not less rigorous (to say the least) than 
that of England-I wiII not be more particular-a short time will 
pl'obably shew the grounds of my belief. 

But, sir, among the reasons for prosecuting the invasion of 
Canada, one has been gravely stated of a very peculiar kind. 
Cana.da, says a gentleman from South Carolina, (Mr. Calho~n) 
should be invaded to protect our frontiers and sea-board from tn

vasion-it is the most economical and effectual method of deience. 
Althnugh this consideration presents nothing very spl.elldi~ to ~~I' 
view, yet it would be worth all other reasons for the mva~lOn If It 
were founded on fact. But ask the people on your frontiers and 
on your sea-board, and what will they say i-They will tell you, 
that it is the i~vasion of Canada alone which endangers them-. 
The most effectual defence to them would be an abandonment 01 
YOllr scheme. Sir, an invasion of the United States, b~t for the 
purpose of diverting your forces from Canada, or retortmg .0!l you 
the distresses of war, cannot ~ntel' into the scheme of ~l'Itlsh 01" 

Canadian policy. It is not t? be prosecuted. but at vast l\lconrcn-



icnce, and expclJ'~, with g,'cat 105s of useful soldiel's, uudeT a cer
tainty of ultimate failure, alld without hope o~ glorr or g~in, The 
Canadian yeomanry, frced from the tel'rors of InvaSIOns, WIll cheer
fully resume their peaceful occupations-and such of the British 
rel;ulal's as al'e not required for ol'dinary garrison duty, instead of 
bcing employed in a miserable, predatory, yet destructive bOl'der 
warfare, will be sent to mingle in the European strife, where re
nown and empil'e are the mighty stake, Surely this is emphatic.
ally the age and The government of paradox. A war for" free 
trade" is waged by embargo, and prohib.ition of all commercial 
intercourse- " sailors' rights" arc secured by imprisoning them 
at home, and not permitting them to move from place 10 place 
within their prison, but by a license from a collector, like a negro's 
pass, and obtained on the security of a bondsman-and our fron
tiers and sea-board are to be defended by an invasion of Canada, 
which can alone endanger an attack! 

But the real efficient argument fOl' perseverance in the scheme 
of Canadian conquest has been given by the gentlentan, from Ten
nessee (Mr. Grundy). We made the war on Britain, says the 
gentleman, and shall "e restrict ourselves to defensive measures l 
For what purpose was war declared, if we do nothing against the 
possessions of the enemy? Yes, sir, it is the consideration that this 
war was originally offensive on our side, that creates the, I feal', 
insuperable obstacle to our discontinuance of it. It were vain to! 
lament that gentlemen are under the influence of feelings which 
belong to human nature. It would be idle to declaim against the 
sinfulness or the folly of false pride. All must admit that it is one 
of the greatest efforts of magnanimity, to retract a course public
ly taken, and on the correctness of which reputation is staked. If 
honorable gentlemen could but perceh'e that this difficulty is one 
of pride only, and of pride opposing theil' country'S best interests, 
I know that they could, and believe many of them would, make the 
effort-Painful as may be the acknowledgment of political error, 
yet if they clearly saw that eithel' this humiliation must be endur
ed, or the nation ruined, they could not hesitate in their cl10ice be
tween such alternatives. But, sir, I wish not to present such ~
ternatives to their clectiOll-So difficult is it to produce a convic
tion, ag-::inst which. the pride of the heart l'ebels, that I will not at
tempt it. Gentlemen arc not called on to retract. They may now 
suspend the execution of their scheme of invasion without an ac
knowledgment of its errol'. Th"y Olay now, without humiliation, 
restrict themselves to defence, although the war was in its origin 
oll'ensive. A second favoraule opportunity is presellled of restor
ing tranquillity to our once happy country-Tile first, the revoca
tion of the ordel's in council, was suffered to pass Ullimproved. 
Let not this be lost-a third may not shortly occur. Your enemy 
has inv~ted a. direct negotiation for the restoration of peace. Your 
executlve has accepted the ofl'er, and mmisters have been appoint
ed to meet the commlssioners of the opposite party. This cir
cumstance ought tp rrvduce an en~re and essential change in 
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your p~l~cy. If the executive be sincere in the acceptance of this 
proposlllon, he must have acted on the hope that an amicable ad
justment of differences might be made. And while there is such 
a hope, such a prospect, on what principle can you justify invasion 
and conquest? Force is the substitute, not the legitimate coadju
tor of negotiation-Nations fight because they cannot treat. Eve
ry benevolent feeling and correct principle are opposed to an ef
fU'lion of blood, and an extension of misery, which are hoped to be 
unnecessary. 'Tis necessity alone which furnishes their excuse
do not then at the moment when you avow a belief, a hope at least, 
that such necessity exists not, pursue a conduct which, but fOl' its 
existence, is inhuman and detestable. 

Besides, sir, if you are earnest in the wish to obtain peace fmm 
the Gottenburg mission, suspend, in the mean time, offensive op
erations, which cannot facilitate, and may prevent the accomplish
ment of your object. Think you that Britain is to be intimidated 
by your menaced invasion of her territories? If she had not learn
ed by experience, how harmless are your threats, she would nev
ertheless see but little cause for fear. She knows that the con
quest cannot be completed in one, not in two campaigns. And 
when she finds that every 50ldier whom y.ou enlist, is to cost you 
in bounty alone, upwards of 100 guineas,· she will perceive that 
the war is more destructive to your finance, the great source of 
military strength, than to her tel·ritories. The blow aimed at her, 
recoils upon yourselves. But the exasperations which must re
sult from the wrongs mutually inflicted in the course of the cam
paign, may have a very injmiouseffect upon the disposition to pur
sue pacific efforts. They will be apt to create a temper on each side, 
unfavorable to an amicable arrangement. In truth, too, sil', you 
are not prepared fOl' such a campaign, 'as in honor and humanity 
you can alone permit yourselves to. carryon. Suppose by the 
month of Mayor June, you raise your men-What are they? 
Soldiers, fitted to take care of themselves in camp, and support the. 
reputation of your arms in the field? No-they are a mere rabble 
of raw recruits-march them to Canada, and pestilence will sweep 
them off by regiments and brigades-while the want of discipline 
will unfit those, whom pestilence spares, fOl' an honorable contest 
with an experienced foe-Instead therefore of the hurry and bus
tle of filling your ranks with recruits and rushing witk them into 
Canada, attend rather to the training and improvement .of those 
now in service. Make soldiers of them-by gradual enlistments 
you may regularly add to their number, and ins~nsibly incorporate 
the new levies with the disciplined troops. If It ~hould bercaftel" 
become necessary to march into the field, you will then have an 
army under your command, not a multitude without subordination. 
Suspend, t~erefore, hostilities, whil.e ~ou .negotiate: Make all ar
mistice unul the rellult of the negotiatIon IS ascertamed. You can 

.. Tbe bounty to eacb soldier is one hundred amI twenty -four ~lollars clsh, and one 
hundred and "ixty acres or land, wbich. at two dollars per a~re, IS thl"~e hundred and 
tweDty dollars, in all, fOllr Ilundred and fort'y-four dollars beside. the ~Ight dollar. [1"'
man to the recruiting agent. 



lose nothing'-you may gain every thing by such a course-Then 
negotiate fairly, with a view t? obta~n fo~' your native seamen. a 
practical and reasonable securIty against Impressment-and with 
a disposition to aid Britain in commanding the services of her 
own. Such an arrangement might have been made on the revo
cation of the orders in council, could you have been then satisfied 
with any thing short of an abaildonment of the British claim to 
search. I doubt not but that it may now be made-more you 
probably cannot obtain. The time may come when, with greater 
effect, you can prefer, if necessary, higher claims. All is hazard
ed bY'precipitately urging more than your relative strength ena
bles you to enforce. Permit your country to grow-Let no just 
right be abandoned-Hany be postponed, it may be 'advanced at a 
more opportune S'eason, with better prospect of success. If you 
wiII quit this crusade against Canada, and seek peace in the spirit 
of accommodation--and (permit me to add) if you will forego your 
empiric schemes of embargo and commercial restrictions-you 
wiII restore harmony at home, and allay that wide spread, and in 
some places, alarming spirit of discontent that prevails in our land. 
And if your pacific efforts fail, if an obstinate and implacable foe 
will not agree to such a peace as the country can with credit ac
cept, then appeal to the candor ~d spirit of your people for a con
-stitutional support, with a full assurance, that such an appeal un
der such circumstances, cannot be made in vain. 

It is time-Mr.Chairman-that I should release you from the fa
tigue of hearing mc. There is but onc more topic to which I solicit 
YOllr attention._Many admonitions have been addressed to the mi
nority,by gentlemen on the ministerial side of thishouse,not without 
merit, anCil I hope not without edification, on the. evils of violent 
opposition and intemperate party spirit. It is not to be denied 
that opposi:ion may exceed all reasonable bounds, and a minority 
become factious. But when I heal' it seriously ul'ged, that the 
nature of OUI' government fOIbids that firm, manly, active opposi
tion, which in countries less free, is salutary and necesliary-and 
when I perceive all the d,mgc!'s of faction apprehended, only 011 

the side of a minority-I witness but new instances of that \Von· 
ded'ul ductilicy of the human mind, which in its zeal to effe£t .... 
favorite purpose, begins with the work of self deception. \V hy, 
~ir, will not our form of government tol~'ate ai' require the saru<; 
al'dour of constitutional opposition .. whid· is desirable in one 
wherein the chief magistrate is hereditary? "Because, says the 
gentleman from South-Carolina, (1\lr. Calhoun) ill a monarchy the 
influence of the executive and his ministers requires continual 
vigilance, lest it"obtain too great a prepoDderance-but here the 
executive springs from the people, can do nothing without theil' 
support, and cannot, therefore, overrule and control the pub
lic sentiment." Sir, let us not stop at the surface of things. 
The influencl: of the executive in this country, 'While he retain8 
his jlOjZularity, is infinitely greater than that of a limited mo
narch, It h as murh stronger as the spasm of convulsion is 
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more violent tban the voluntary tension of a muscle. The warmtl. 
of feeling excited during the con lest of an election, and the na
tural zeal to uphold him whom they have chosen, create, between 
the executive and his adherents, a connection of passion-while 
the distribution of office and emolument adds a communion of in
tere8t-which combined, pl'oduce an union almost indissoluble . 

. " Support the administration" beoomes a watcb-word, which pas
ses from each chieftain of the dominant party to his subaltern~ 
and thence to their followers in the ranks, till the President's 
opinion becomes the criterion of orthodoxy, and his notions obtain 
a dominion over the public sentiment, which facilitates the mLst 
dangerous encroachments, and demands the most jealous super
vision. In a proportion as a government is fvee, the spirit of bold 
inquiry-of animated interest in its measures-and of firm oppo
~ition, where they are not approved, becomes essential to its puri
ty and continuance. And he, who in a democracy 01' republic at
tempts to cuntrol the will of the popular idol of the day, may envy 
the luxurious ease with which ministerial oppressions are oppos
ed and thwarted in governments which are less free. Intemper
ance of party, wherever found, never will meet with an advocate 
in Jtle-lt is a most calaPlitous scourge to oUI',country-the bane 
of social enjoyment, of individual justice, and of public virtu{'
unfriendly to the best pursuits of man, his interest and his duty
it renders useless, or even pernicious, the highest endowments of 
intellect, aDd the noblest dispositions of the soul. But, sir, what
ever may be the eTiis nel:essarily inherent in its natUre, its ravag
es are then most enormous and desolating when it is seated on the 
throne of power, and vested with all the attributes of rule. I 
mean not to folluw the geutleman from South-Carolina over the clas
sic gru1llld of Greece, Carthage, and Rome, to refute his theory, 
a.nd shew that DOL to vehement opposition, but to the abuse fa rac
tious and intolerant power their d?om is to be attributed-Nor 
will I examine some more modem instances of republics whose 
destruction has the same origin-The thing is no longer matter of 
discussion-lt has passed into a settled truth in the science of po
litical philosophy. One, who on a question or historical deductilm, 
of political theory, is entitled to high rc~pcct! has given us an 
admirable sl.lmmary oJ the experience of republics on thi~ inter
esting enquiry-In the J ath number of the Federalist, writtet:l by 
:VII'. Madison-We find the following apt and judicious observa
tions-I< By a faction I understand a number of citize.ns whether 
amounting to a majority or minority of the whole, who are united 
and actuated by some common impulse of passion 01' of interest 
adverse to the rights of Qther citizens, 01' to the permanent and ag-
gregate interests of the community." . 

" The inference to wl:ich we are brought IS, that the causes of 
faction c<lonnot be removed; and that relief is only to be sought in 
the means of controlling. its effect8. If a faction consists of less 
than a miljority, reli,,:f ~s supplied ~y t~e. repu?lican principle 
which enables t,he majority to defeat Its slJlIster VIews by regula" 

H 
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vote. Tt may clog the administration, it may c?nvu.lse the sociCl
ty ; but it will be unable to execute and mask-Its VIOlence under 
the forms of the con~titution. lJ"llen a 1fldJt;1·Uy is included in a 
fartion, theform offtopular government on the otllel'lIand enable8 it 
to sacrifice to its ruling flallszon or interest, 60/IJ the /lw6lic go~, 
and the tigllts of other citizens. To 8ecure tile jJ.UlblJir: good and pri
vate rights against tlze dangers of suell afaction, and at the sam,C 
time to flreserve the sflirit and the form of pojzukl7' government, 18 

then tlte great abject 10 'fJJhic1z our enquirie8 are directed. Let me 
add that it is the great desideratum by which alone this form of 
government can be rescued from the opproblium under which it 
has so long laboured, and be recommended to the esteem and a
doption of mankind." 

If this doctrine were tllen to be collected from the History of 
the World, can it now be doubted since the experience of the last 
twenty-five years? Go to France, once Revolutionary, now Impe
rial France-and ask her whether-Factious Power-or, Intem
perate Opposition, be the more fatal to Freedom and Happiness? 
Perhaps at some mOlltent when the eagle eye of her master is 
turned away, she nlay whisper to you, to behold the demoldon of 
Lyons, or the devastation of La Vendee. Perhaps she will give 
you a written answer-Draw near to the once fatal Lamp-post, and 
by its flickering light, read it as traced ill char~c~rs of blood that 
ftowed from the guillotine. "Faction is a demon !-Faction 
out of power, is a demon en-chained ! __ Faction, ve!lled with the 
attributes of rule, is a Moloch of destruction !" 

Sir-If the denunciations which gentlemen have pronouneed 
against factious violence, are not merely the images of rhetoric 
pomp-If they are, indeed, solicitous to mitigate the rancour of 
party feuds-in the sincerity of my soul I wish them success. It 
is melancholy to behold the miserable jealousies and malignant 
suspicions which so extensively prevail, to the destruction of so
cial comfort, and the imminent peril of the republic. On this sub
ject I have reflected much-not merely in the intervals stolen 
from the bustle of business, or the gaieties of amusement; but in 
the moments of "depression and solitude," the most favourable 
to the conection of error. For one, I am willing to bring a portion 
of party feeling, and party prejudice, as an oblation at the shrine 
of my country. But "0 offering can avail any thing if not made on 
the part ofthose who are the political favourites of the day. On 
them it is incumbent to conie forward and set the magnanimous 
example-Approaches or concessions on the side of the minority 
would be misconstrued into indications of timidity or of a hanker
ing for favour. But a spirit of conciliation, arising from thoae 
mnks, would be hailed as the harbinger of sunny days, as a chal
lenge to liberality, and to a generous contention for the public 
weal. This spirit requires nOl any departure from deliberate 
opinion, unless it is shewn to be ·erroneous--sueh a concession 
would be a dereliction of duty-Ils injunctions would be but few, 
a"d it is t-o be hope~ not diiicult of observance-Seek to uphold 
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yo~l' m~asures by th~ . force of argument, not of denunciation
Sugmatlse not oppoSItIon to YOlll' notions with offensive epithets 
-Thes8 prove nothing but your an~el· or your weakness, and are 
sure to generate a spirit of "moral resistance" not easily to be 
checked or tamed. Give to presidential views constitutional re
spect, but suffer them not to supersede the exercise of independent 
inquiry-Encourage instead of suppressing fair discussion, so that 
those who approve not may at least have a respectful hearing
Thus without derogating a particle from the energy of your meas
ures yOU would impart a tone to political dissensions which would 
deprive them of their acrimony, and render them harmless to t~ 
nation. 

The nominal party distinctions, sir, have become mere cabal
listick. terms. It is no longer a question whether, according to the 
theory of QUI' constitution, there is more danger of the federal en
croaching on the stMe governments, or the democracy of the state 
governments paralizing the arm of federal power-Federalism 
and democracy have lost their meaning. It is now a question of 
commerce, peace, and union of the States. On this question, un
less the honesty and intellisence of the nation shall confederate in
to one great American party, disdaining petty office-keeping and 
office-hunting views, defying alike the insolence of the popular 
prints, the prejudices of faction, and the dominion of executive in
fluence-I fear a decision will be pronounced fatal to the hopes, 
~o the existence of the nation. In this question I assuredly have 
a very deep interest-but it is the interest of a citizen only-My 
public career I hope will not continue long-Should it please the 
Disposer of events to permit me to see the great interests of this 
nation confided to men who will secure its rights by firmness, mode
ration and impartiality abroad, and at home cultivate the arts of 
peace, encourage honest industry in all ~ts branches, disp~n~e e
qual justice to al.l classes of th~ .commumty, a~d t!lUS admlUlster 
tile government lU the true spirit of the constitution, as a trust 
for the people, not as the property of a party, it will be to me ut
terly unimportant by. ~hat political epithet they ~ay be charac!er
ized-As a private CItizen, grateful for the blessmgs I may enJoy, 
and yielding a prompt obedience to every legitimate demand that 
can be made upon me, I shall rejoice, as far as my little sphere 
may extend, to foster the ~arne dispositions among those who sur
round me. 
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