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SPRECH,

——gh S iR

MR, SPEAXKIER.

I FEAR that the state of my health inuy
wevent my doing justice to my sentiments, conserning this
il T will, however, make the atteipt, thosgh I should
uil in it

The bill proposes, that twe.ty thousand men shoald be ad.
led to the existing military establishment. 'This, at present,
onsists of thirty five thousand men. So that the effect of
fiis billis to place, at the disposal of the executive, an ariny
f filty five thousand. ¥tis not pretended, that this addition
s wanted, either for defensc, or tor the velief’ of the Tndian
rontier. On the contrary, itizexprrssly seknowledged, that
e present establishment is sufficient {o1 both of these ob-
ects.  But the purpose, o which these twenty thonsund men
wwe demanded, is the invasion of Cunada. 'This is vuequi-
rocaily avowed, by the chairman of the comimitiee of fuoreign
elations, (Mr. DB, R, Williams) the organ, asis admitted, of
ne will and the wishes of the American eabinet

"Llie bill, therefore, brings, vecessurvily, into deliberation,
he conquest of Canada, either as an object, in itself, desive-
ble, or consequentially advantageous, by its chivet, in pro-
lueiag an early and honourable peace.

Belore I enter upon the discussien of those topies, which
miurally avise from this state of the subject, T will ask your
nidulzence, for one moment, while I make a {fow remarks up-
i this intention of the American cabinet, thus unequivocally
vowced. 1 am induced to this from the knowledge, which X
ive, that this design is net deemed to be serious, by some
nen of both political parties; as well within this house, as
ut of it.  know that some of the friends of the present ad-
ainistration do eonsider the proposition, as a mere feint, made
or the purpose of putting a good face upon things, and of
trengthening the hope of a successful negociation, by exeit-
1g the apprehensions of the British cabinet, for the fate of
heir colonies. Iknow, aize, that some of those, who are op-
osed in political seniiment, to the men, who are pow at the
ead ol affairs, laugh at these schemes of invasion ; and deem
"em hardly worth controversy, on account of their opinion
{ the imbeeility of the American cabinet, and the embarruss-
1ent of its resouvces.
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I am anxious that no doubt should exist, upen this subject,
either in the house, orin the ration. Whoever considers the
objeet of this bill, to be any other than that, which has been
avowed, is mistaken. Whoever helieves this hill, to be a means
of peace, or any thing elso, than an instrument of vigorous
and long-protracted war is grievously deceived. And \shoe-
ver aets, under such mistake, or such deception, will have to
lament ore of the grossest, and perhaps, one of the most eri-
tical errors, of his politicallife. I warn, therefore, iny poli-
tical opponents ; those honest men, of which ¥ know thcrc are
some, who, paying enly a gcucral attention to the eourse of
public affairs, submit the guidance of their opinions to the
men, whostand at the helm, not to vote for this bill, under
any beliel that its ohjeet is to aid negociution for peace. Let
such gentlemen recuv to their past experience, on similar oc-
easions., They will find that it has been aiways the case,
whenever any obnoXious measure is about to be past,
that its passage isussisted by some such collateral sugges-
tions. No sooner do the ecabinet perceive that any potion,
which they intend to adwminister, is loathed by a considerable
part of the majority, and that their apprehensions are alive,
lest it should bave a scowering effect wpon their popularity,
than cectain under-operators are sct to work, whose business
itis to amnse tho minds, and heguile the attention, of the pa-
tients, while the dose is swallowing. The lunguage always
§s,—¢+ Trust the cabinet Doctors. 'The medicine will not ope-
¢ rate as you iiyagine, but quite anothier way.” Afier this
manner the fears of men are ullayed, and the purposes of the
adininistration ave atlained, under s ugeestions, very different
from the true motives. Thus the embargo, which has, since,
been unequivecally acknowledged, to have been intendsd to
coerce Great Drituin, was adopted. as the executive asserted,
s to save our essentinl resources.” Soalse, when the pre-
sent war was declaved. aguinst Great Brituin, members of
the house were known to state, that they voted for it, under
the suggestion that it would sot he a war of ten days ; that it
was known that Mr. Foster had instructions te make definitive
arrangements, in his pecket ; and that, the Tnited States bad
only to advance to the point of war, and the whole husiness
would be settled.  Aud, now, ap army, which. in point ot nurm-
bers, Cromwell migcht envy, greater than ihat, with v hich
Cuesar passed the Kubicon, is to be helied linm"l~ a relic-
tant congress, uader the suggestion of its bc;ng, ouly @ pa-

ade ierce, to muke negeciation suveessful jthatitis the juci-
pient state of a rovject, fora grand [.m,xﬁcatwn!
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I warn alse my political fiiends.  These gentlewen are apt
1o phaee great reliance, on their own intel.izence and S'u;acll)
Sowe of these will tell you, that the invasion of Canada is
impossihle,  They 23k wheve are the men,—where is the mo-
vy to be obtained ? And they talk, very wisely, concerning
cominen sease and common nrudence, and wiil show, with
tueh Jearning, how thi: aftewmpt is an offence against both
the ouc and the other.  But. siv, it bas been my lot, (o be an
ohserver «f the eharacter and conduct of the men, now in
puiver, for these eight yearspast.  And ¥ state withont hesita-
tion, that no scheme ever was, or ever will be, rejected by
thewm, merely, on account of its vunning counter to the ordi-
nary dictaies of common sense and common prudence. On

hie eentrary, en that very aceount, I helieve it more likely to

be both suggested und ’k(l(ﬂ)t(’d by them. And, what may ap-
pear a paradex, for that very reasan, the chance is rather in-
ereased, that it will be suceessfyl.

I could ilustrate this p%mos twenty ways. I shall con-
tent tyself with remarking, esnly upon two instances, aud
those recent ;—!l:e present war ; and the late invasion ef Cu-
nada. \Vhen war against Great Dritain was proposed, at the
Jast session, there werce thousands. in these United Statles,
and I confess to you, T was, mysclt, among the unmber, whe
believed not one word of the muiter. I put my trust in the
old fashioned notions of common senze, and eommon pru-
dence.  That a peopic, which has been more than twenty
years at peace, should enive upon hostilities, ag%mﬂ'ﬂ ople
which Iind been twenty years, at war; that a natien, whosg
army and navy weve littie more than noainal, should engage,
in war, with a nation, possrssing one of the best appoianted
armies and the most powerful wmarine, on the globe; that a
country, 10 which unenirality had heen a perpetaal harvest,,
shonld throw that great hlessing away, for a contreversy, in
which, nothing was o be gained, and every thing valwible,
put in inopard 7 5 from these, wud innumerable like considera-
ticns, the liea scenedso absued, that I never once enterwin-
eil it, as possible.  Aoad now, after war has been deelured,
the whete affair seems so e\'ll":o:‘dfnar_'y and so ntterly irve-
econciienble, Lo any previeus suceestions of visdom and daty,

that I hnow not what to make ol it, or hiew to believeit. I
ven, at this moment, wy mind is very much, in the stale of
certain Pennsylvanian Germans, of whom @ have heard if 5.
serted, that tiey are taught to believe, by their political lead-
ers, and do, at this moment, consider the allegation, that war
is al present exisiing, between the Uniicd States and Great
Britain, to be a o Tedera] falsehood.”

153
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Y wes just so with respeet to the iuvasion of Cuanada. Y
heard of it Tast June. 1 lunghed at the idea, as did nulti-
tades of others, as an altempt too absurd, for serious cxa-
pnation, ¥ wasin this case. ugain, beset by common sense
ard common prudence. That the United States should pic.
uitate itself upon the unofiending people of that neighbour-
ing celony, unmindful of all pr'-vmusly sabsisting amitics.
Deeau-¢  the parent state, three thousand miles distant, had
vieinted some of our commerecial rights ; that we should march
iniand. to defend our ships and seamen ; that, with raw troops,
hostily collected, wiserably appointed, and destitute of dis-
cipline, we should invade a country, defended by veteran for-
ces, at least eanzl,y in point of numbers, to the invading ur.
1ty 5 (hat beunty should be offered, and proclamations issued,
tuviting the subjects of a foveiLn power to treason and rebel-
tion, under the infleences of a quarter of the country, upon
wihich aretort of the same nature was so obvious, so easy,
autd in its conseyuences so awlu! i—in every wspect, the de-
sizn seemed so fraught, with danger andidisgevce, thatit
appeured absolutely fansssiivie, that it should be seviousiy
vutertained.  "Fhose however. who veasoned, after this man-
ner, wepe, as theevent preved, misiolien.  The war was dea
clared.  Canada was insaded.  We were in baste to wlung
into these great difficulties and we i:ave now reason, as well

as leisure enough, for regret and vepeiunce.

The great mistake of "ali thuse, who reasoned concerning
the wur and the jnvasicn of Canudz, and conecluded that it
was impessible that either should te seriously intended, re-
sulied from this, that they acver took into consideration, the
conneXion of both thiose events, with the great clection, for
the chief magistracy, which was then pending. Itneverwas
sufficiently copsideyed by them, that plunging iate war with
G oeat Britain, was @iong the conditions, en whieh support
{or the Presideuey, was made dependaat. "Uhey did not un-
derstand, that un invasion of Uanada, was o be, in truth,
(m!_} a moe of earryirg on an electionecring campaign. DBut
since everts have t—‘k[)]uln@(l political purposes, there is no
difficulty in secing the connexions, between projeets and inte-
rests. It is, now, apparent to the most mole-sighted, how a
nation may be dirgreved, wnd yet a eabinet attain its desired
hovours. Allds clear. A country may Le ruined, in mak-
m_; an admizistration ..d;sp:’.

i said, Mr. speaker, it cueh strange schemes, appa-
pently hiveconelleodle tu evnimon sense and common pradence,
werce on thal very accuunt, swore likely to be suecessful
Sip—Tlere is an audoein, vhich sometimes stands mes iz
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tead bnth of geaius and strength.  And, most assuredlv, he
s most likely to pervforma that, which no man everdid hefore,
ad will never be likely to do again, who has the beldness (o
ndertake that, whichno man cver thought of attempting, in
ime past, and no man will ever think of atiemjting, in time
utare. I would net, however, lie understood o5 intimating,
hat thiseabinet preject of invasien is impractieable, either
sit respects the colleciion of means and instruments, or in
he ultimaie result. On the contravy, sie, I decm Doih very
casible. Men muy be obtained.  For if forty dollars bsun-
y. cannet obtain them. an hundred dolars bouunty may, und
lie intention is, explicitly, avowed not to suffer the aftain.
1ent of the desired army, to be preveated by any valzar un.
ions of cconomy. Woney may be ebteined. Wiat, by
eans of the increased popularity, devived from the augmest-
tion of the navy. what, by opeuning subscription offices, in
e interiny of the couutry, what, by large preminms, the
nnidity of the monied interest may be temj:tcd, heyound the
oint of pafriotie resistance, and all the atinined menns be-
i diverted to the useof the army, pecuniary rescucces may
» ohtained. umvle, at least, for the first year. And, sir,
't anarmy of T'hirty Thousahd men be colleeted, let them
¢ vut neder the commantd of a popular leader, let them be
Geered, to suit his purpeses, let them he flushed with vie-
wies, and see the faseinating cureer of military glory open-
i upon them, and they will not thercafter, ever be defici-
1t in resources. If they eannot ebtain their pay by your
ses. they will colleet it, by their own bayounets ; aud they
ill not rigidly observe any air-lines, or water-lines, in en-
reing their necessary levies ; nor be stayed_ hy. abstract
icculations concerning right 5 or learned constitutional dif-
sulties,

I desire. therefore, that it may be distinetly understood,
ith by this house and this nation, that it is my uscquivoeal
lief that the invasion of {'aneda, which is avewed, by the
ihinet, to be its purposc, is intended by it ;—that continuance
‘the war and not peace is its project. Yes, sic—As the
ench Emperor said eoncerning «hips and colonies, so our
ihinet, (he friends of the French Emperor, may say, with
speet to Canada and HalifaxX,——¢V'HEY ENTER INTO THE
OPL OF ITS POLICY.”

Mr. Quincy was here called to order by B, EHall of
orgin. fov intimating that the membera «f the €abivgt
re friends of thn French Emypernr.
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Ao, Quiney said, thathe vedecstood that the relations of
amity did subsist between this country and I'runce, and that,
insuch astate of things. he had a vizlit to speak of the Ae-
rican Cabinet, asthe itvicnds of Frauce, iathe same munner
as be hadnew a right to call then, the enemies oi’ Great Bri-
tain.

Tlie Speaker said, thatf the relations of amitv. eertainly,
did suhsist between this country and Fraaee, and that be did
niteonceive the gentleman from Hlussucliusetts, to be out of
ovder in his expressions. That it was impossible to prevent
gentlemen fromn expressing thenselves, so as to convey an
tnpuendo.

——th 4 @

Mr. Quinev proceeded. — 17 Mpr. Spoaker, the gentleman
from Georgia, and his political frientds, would take ene thing
into consideration, he, and they, will bave noreason to com-
plain, in case the eahinet be of that immaculate nature, he
supposes. No adwinistration, no man, was ever, naterially
injured by any mere ¢ innuendo.” 'I'liestrength of sativeis
the justness of the remark, and the only sting of invective,
is the truth of the observaticn.

I will now proceed to discuss those topics, which naturally
arise out of the bill, under copnsideration, and cxamine the
proposed invasion of Canada, at three different points of view.

1. As a means of cavrying on the sulbsisting war.

2. Asameans of cbiaining an early and honourable peace,

3. As a meaus of advaneing the personal and local projects
of ambition of the members of the American eabinet.

Concerning the invasioun of Canada, as a means of carrying
on the subsisting war, it is my duty ¢ speak plainly and de-
cidedly, oot only because I hersin express my own opinions,
upon the subjeet, but, asI couscientiously helieve, the senti-
ments ulso of a very great majority of that whole section of
country, in which I have the happiness to reside. T say,
then, sir, that I considerthe invasion of Canada, as a neans
of carrying on this war, as, cruel,—wanton,—senseless,—
and wicked.

You will easily understand, Mr. Speaker, by this very
statement of opinion. that Iam net one of that elass of poli-
ticians, which has for so many years predominated, in the
wovld ; on both sides of the Atlantic. You will readily he-
lieve, that I am not one of those, who worship in that temple,
wheré Gondoreet is the high priest and Machiavel the God.
With such politicians, the end always sanctifies the means ;—
the least possible good to themselves, perfectly justifies.
according to their ereed the inflicting the greatest poseible
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evil upon others. In the judgment of such men, if a corrupt
xmmstry, at three thousand miles distance, shall have done
them an injury. it is an ample eause to visit with desolation,
a peaceable and uncffending race of men, their ne‘ighbom's,
who happen to be assaciated, with that ministry, hy ties of
mere political dependence. What though these colonies he
soremoie from the sphere of the questions, in confroversy,
that their rain, or prosperity, eould have ne possible influence
upon the result?  What though their cities offer no phmdm-
What theugh their conquest ean yicld no glory 7 In their vuin,
there is mwnge. Aud revenge. to such pcliticians, is the
sweetest of all wmorsels. With sueh men, neither I, nor the
people of that section of country, in which T reside, hold apy
communion. Thervis, hetween us and them, no one princi-
ple of sympathy, either in motive, ot uction.

That wise, moral, veflecting people, which constitute the
great mass of the population of Massachusetts, indeed of all
New-England, look for the sources of their political duties,
no where else, thaa in these fouatains, frem which spring
their moral duties. According to their estimate of human
life and its ebligations, both political and moral dutics ema-
nate from the nature of things, and from the essential and
eternal relations, which subsist amerg them. True it is, that
a state of war gives the right (o seize and appropriute, the
prop.rty and territories of an enemy. True it is, that the
colonies of a foreign power are viewed, accerding to the law of
pations, inthe lw Lt ofits properiy. Butin e'stlma(m" the pro-
priety of carrying < eselation, into the peaceful dbO(]BS of their
neighbours, the people of New England will not limit their
eontemplation to the mere circumstance of abstract right,
nor ask what lawyers and jurisprudists have written. or said,
as if this was conclusive upon the suliject. That people are
much addieted to think {vr themselves, and in canvassing the
prepriety of such an invasion. they will consider the actual
cendition of those colonies, their nntural velations to us, and
the effect, which their conguest and vuin will have, not only
upon the people of those culontes, but upon themselves ; an ¢
their own liberties and constitution.  And aboveall, what §
know will seem strange, to some of ﬂlﬂfu‘, who Lear me, they
will not forget to L!p;.ly to a case, oceurving hetween rations,
as far asis practicable, that heaven-descended rule. which the
great author and founcer of thedi religion has given them.
foi the regulation el Hiely conduct towards each vitior. They
will consider it the duty of these Uaifed States, 1o act towards
tlse eclonies, as they would wich these colenies (o act, in
exchnnge of circumstunces, tovards ‘hese Tuited States,

i
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The actual eendition of those colonies, and the relation, i
whieh thev stoed, to the United States, antecedent to the d-.
claration of war, were of this n:ture.  'Fhese colonies Lad
no connexion with the questions, in dispute, between uy
and their parent state.  They had done us vo injury. They
meditated none to us. Between the inhabitants of thase cola-
nies and the citizens of the United Stntes, the most friendly,
and wutaally useful, intercourse subsivted. Tlhe berderers,
on this, and those on the other side of the St. Lawrence, and
of'the boundary line, scareely, reslized that they were suhicers
of different governments. They interchanged expressinne
and acts of civility. Intermarriages took place among them.
The Canadian sometimes setiled in the United States, Some-
times our citizens emigrated to Canada, After the declara-
tion of war, had they any disposition to assailus? We have
the reverse, expressly, in evidence. They desired nothing so
much as to keep perfect the then subsisting relutions of amity.
Would the eonquest of these eolonies, shake the poliey of the
DBritish cabinet? No man has shewn it. Ungualified asscr-
tions, it is true, have been made, but totally unsupported hy
any evidence, oreven the pretenee of argument.  On the con-
trary, nothing was more obyious than that an jnvasion of Ca-
nada must strengthen the ministey of Great Britain, by the
excitement and sympathx, which would be occasioned, in the
people of that country, in conscquence of the sufferings of the
innocent inhabitants of those eolonies, onaccount of a dispute,
in which they had no concern, and of which, they had scarecely
a knowledge. All this was antieipated. All this was fee-
quently urged te this house. at the last and preceding sessions,
as the necessary effect of such a measure. T'he event bhns
justified those predictions. Thelate elections, in Gt -
tain, have terminated in the complete trinmph of the f{riends
of the British ministry. In effecting this chunge, the con-
duct of these United States, in relation to Canada, has had,
undeniably, a mighty influence, by the disgust and indignation,
felt l])y the British people, at a step so apparently wanten and
cruel.

As there was no direct advantage to be hoped, from the eon-
quest of Canada, so also there was none ineidental. Plunder
there was none. At least none, whieh would pay the cost o¢
the conquest. Glory there was none. Could seven millions
of people obtain glory, by precipitating themselves upon half
a million and trampling them into the dust? A giant obtaiu
glory, by crushing a pigmy! That giant must have a pig-
my’s spirit, who could reap, or hope, glory from such an u!
chievement.
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Surely a people, with whom we were connectled, iy so many
ratural and adventitious ties, had some elaims upon our hu-
manity. Surely, il our duty vequired that they and theirs
should be sacrificed to ouv interests, or eur passions, some
regret mingled, inthe execution of the purpose. We post-
poned the deeree of ruin, until the last moment. We hesitat-
ed—We delayed, until longer delay was dangerons. Alas!
Sir. There was nothingof this kind, or characier, in the eon-
duct of the cabinet. The war had not yet beem declared.
when Gen. Hull had hisinstructions to put,in train,the weork of
destruction. There was an eagerness for the blood of the Ca-
nadians, a headlong precipitation for their ruin, whieh indi-
cated any thing else, rather than feelings of humanity, or vi-
sitings of nature, on aceount of their condition. Our armies
were on theie march, for their frontier, while yet peace ex-
isted hetween this country and the parent state ; and the in-
vasion was obstinately pursued, after a knowledge that the
chief ground of eontroversy was settled, by the abandonment
of the British ordersin couucil ; and afier nothing remained
but a stale ground of dispute, which, however important in
itself, was of anature, for which no man has ever yet pre-
tended, that for it alone, war would have been declared. Did
ever one government exhibif, towards any peeple, a more
bloody and relentless spirit of rancour? T'¢il not me of peity
advautages, of remote and possibly useful eontingencvies.
which wight arise from the devastation of those colonies.
Show any advantage, which justifies that dreadful phial of
wrath, which, if the intention of the American cabinet had
been fulfilled, would, at this day, have been poured out upon
the heads of the Canadians. It is not owing to the tender
mercies of the American administration, if, the bones of the
Canadians, are not, at this hour, mingled with the ashesof
their habitations. It is easy enough to make an excuse for
any purpose. When a victim is destined to be imamolated,
every hedge presents sticks for the sacrifice. The lamb,
who stands at the mouth of the stream, will always trouble
the water, if you take the account of the wolf, who stands at
the source of it. But show a good te us, bearing any propor-
tion to the multiplied evils, proposed to be visited upon them.
There is none. Never was there an invasion of any country
worse than this, in point of moral priaciple, since the inva-
sion of the West Indies by the Buccaneers, or that of these
United States, by Captain Kidd. Indeed both Kidd and the
Bucecaneers had more apology, for their deed, than the Ame-
riean cabinet. They had atleast the hope of plunder. Baut,
in this case, there is not even the poor refuge of cupidity. We
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haveheard great lamentations about the disgrace of our arms,
on the frontier. Why, sir, the disgrace of onrarms, on the
frontier, is terrestrial glory, in comparison with the disgrace
of the attempt. The whole atmosphere vings, with the utter-
ance, {rom the other side of the house, of this word—s-glory,”
—ssglory,” in connexion with this invasion. What glory?
Is it the glory of the tyger, which lifts his jaws. all foul and
bloody, from the bowels of his vietim, and roars, for his com-
panions of the wood, to come and witness his prowess and his
spoils? Such is the glory of Ginghis Khan and of Bonaparte.
Be such glory far, very far, from my country. Never,—ne-
ver;—may it be accursed, with such fame.

“Fame isno plant that grows on mortal soil,
£ Nor in the glistering foil

¢ Sct off to the world, nor in broad rumour lies,
% But lives and spreads aloft, by those pure eyes
¢ And perfect witness of all judging Jove,

“ As he pronounces lastly on each deed.”

May such fume as thic, be, my country’s meed !

Butthe wise and thonghtful people,ofournorthernseection,wiii
not confine theirreflections to the duties, which resalt from the
actual condition of thiese colonies, and their general relations,
to the United States, they will weigh the duties the people of
the United States owe te themselves, and contemplate the ef-
fect, which the subjugation of thosa Canadians will have up-
on our own liberties and censtitution. =ie. Tt requires but
little experience, in the nature of the human character, cnd
but a very limited acquaintance, with the history of man, to be
satisfed that, with the conguest of the Canadas, the liber-
ties and eonstitution, of this country, perish,

Of all nations, in the world, this nation is the Iast. which
ought to adniit, among i{s purposes, the design of foreign con-
quesis.  States, such as are these, connected by ties, so pe-
culiar; into whose eombination there enters, nevessarily, nu-
mevous jealousies and fears; whose inferests are not always
reconcileabls and the passions, education and charaeter of
whose people, on many accounts, ave repugnant to each other;
with a vonstitution made merely for defence ;—it is tujossi-
ble, thatan association of indepiendent sovereignties, standing
in such relations to each other, should not have the prineiples
of its urion and the hopes of its constitution, materially, af-
fected, by the collection of a large military foree ; and its em-
ployment, in the subjugation of neighbouriog territories. 1t
{s easy tosee thut waavmy. eoliccted in such a state of society,
as that, whieh exists in this country, where wages arc high,
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ind subsistenae, easily {o be obtaiaed. must be composed, %o
ar as respects the soldiery, for the most part of the refuse of
‘he country; and, as it vespects the oflicers, with some ho-
10urable ezveptimq indeed, must consist, in a considerable de-
yrec, of mesn, desperate, sometimes, in fortunc, at others, ia
"eputation: ¢ chome spirits;” men « tired of the dull pursuits
o eivil 1140,” who have not virtue, or {alents, to vise, in a calm
10d qett!ed shte of things, and who, all other means of ad-
rancement, or support wantiny, or {ailing, take to the sword.
A body.ofthivty, or fifty thousasd, such men. combined,armed,
ind under a popularleader, is a very formidable force. They
want only discipline and servive, to make them veterans. Op-
portunity to acquire these, Cavada will afford. The army,
which advanees to the walls of Quebee, in the present condi-
Jonof Canadian preparation, must be veteran. And a veteran
wmy, under a popular leader, flushed with vietory, each in-
lividua! realizing, that while the body remains comhined, he
may be something, and, pessibly, very great, thatifdissolved,
he sinks into insignifieance, will not be dishanded by vote.
Pivey will consult with one ansether, and with their beloved
shieftain, upon this subject ; and not trouble themselves about
‘he advice of the eld people, who are knitiing and weaving, in
‘he chimney corners, at Washingten, Let the Ameriean peo-
sle receive this as an undoubted truth, which experience will
verily. Whocver plants the American standard. on thewalls
r;f Quebec, eonguers it for himself, and not for ile people of
wese United States. Whoever lives o see that event.—may
my head be low, in the dust, before it happen !—will witness a
lynasty established, in that country, by the swerd. e will
see, a King, or an Emperor, dukedoms, and earldems, and
haronies, distributed to the officers, and knights fees, bestowed
»n the soldiery.  And such an army will not treuble itsclf a-
rout c\'eogrdphlml lines, in porticning cut the divisions of its
1ew empire ; and will run the parallels of its power, by other
steel than that of the compass. When that event hLapjpens
he people of New England, if they mean to be free, must
1ave a force, equal to de{‘cnd themselves against such an ar-
ny. Anda military force, equal o this objeet, will itselfbe
ible to ensiave the country.

Mpr. Speaker. When I contemplate the eharacter and cone.
sequenices of (his invasion of Cunada, when T refiect uponits
sviminality and its danger, to the peace and Iiherty of this,
mee happy, country, Ithank the greatauthor andsource of
ill victue, that, through his grace, that section of country,
n which I have the happiness to reside, is, inso greata de-
rree, frec from the iniquity of this transgression, 1 speuk i}
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w10 prw’e. the vrople of that ccction Lhave done what they
o ald, to vimiwaie therselves and their childres, from the
Larden of this sin. That whole seetion has risen, almost, us
e mur, tov the purpese of deiviny from power, by one great
eonstituirnal «10rt, the muiity cuthiors of this war.  If they
hove friled, ¥ has been, aot through the want of will, or of ex-
¢ ion, Lt in consequence of the weakness of their pnliticad
power.  When in the nsual course of divine providence, whe
puninbes nations, as well ns individuals, his destroying angel
slia!l, on this account, pass over this country; and sooner, or
?'}‘w. prane i witl—1T may be -« witted to hope, that over
Tew-finglend his hund will be stiyed. Qur souls are not
graencd, m me blood, wh'-h: bas Gicen shed in this war. The
¢ iits o the unhappy mer, who have been sent to an unlime-
by avdit, have Luroo, to the bar of divine justice, no accusations
;rgdinw us.

"B:ie opimion, pov ooy the prineiple of this invasion of Ca-
A, 30t eeylia tewe, Multte dbs, who approve the war,
detest 1. 3 retieve this sentiiment is onteriained, without dis-
tinction ol purfies, by almest all the moral sense, and nine
gentt!o = of the inteligonce, of the whele northern section, of the
aited Btates, T knowthat men from that guarter of the coun-
tev,wifl telf you 2 renily. Gitor'cs of a very different kind are
‘ c by all these, who come :i',m:w:.g;ix‘.g to Washington, for
itments zod emolamenis; nen, who will say any

thing fense the ear, or doany th.,w, lo please the eye, of Ma-
janis the suleof these fut contmcts and mfts, which it scat-

bty BTG, wh 'se ?,m etn. hrothers, und cousins are provided
3 whoase ful! rrown ehildren are atsuck,
D e‘\ mmun,;, n-esis «f tie treasury ; the little men,
0 s b g e great ofiizes 5 these, who have judgships in
sand, or Judoshins in promise ; toads, that live upon the va-
vetr of the pulare ; ihal gwallow o cat men’s spittle at the
a3 that stare and wander, at all the iine sights, which
y sve there; and st oi‘al! w .uer at themselves j—how
* :'y got there {0 see e, hese men will tell you, that
d applands this fnvasien.

Wy, Nr Bpeaker, iovk ot the elections. 'What is the lan-
¢ age t!wv speaii 2 "P'he preseatvonant of the chief magistracy
cted, by that whole section of country, with the exception
¢ a single state, unazimously.  Aund for whom ? In favor of
& man, wut of (e cnvle of his own state, witheat mueh influ-
@ -y and pevsenally whuost unknswn.,  In favor of a man, a-
>3, in New England, had
prejadices; and with whom, at
418, they had no political un.

1 4')1 e

st whom the prevaiting
i wv, strony pohiites
~utinie of giving "bim their

)
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erstanding ; in favor of a man, whuse wer'ts,
ther respects they might b=, were hw il vntn 0o m'e, o
ne firat instance, chiefly, so faras thiat talcotion was oi s ae
d, by their opinion of the utter W/.ut of morst ¢f ’,iw Bt
ose re-election they aposen

Among the causes of that «iversal disguet, vhivh -
cd all New England, at thie administeviron nnd its soppost-
rs, was the o’enera! dishik = and contesant of thiv tnvasien
‘anada. T have taken some mnains to leavn tur sentiments,
‘hich prevail, on this su?‘«frw yin®ew Fnglasd, and poritoalar
F ameng its yeomanry ;i pride wand e b Ly fvf’ et ety
have eonvelsed with men, vesting an fhaie sooder yuil i
n the handles of their plougis. while they reluxed furs mo.
1ent, from the labour, by whieh ti=y sn;z;mrz, e andiies,
nd which givessuch « havdihnnd andcharacievte their vir
hey asked ¢ What dowe want of Cunndu? We have tung
cnough. Do wewant plreder? Theie s not corngh ofthaeg,
to pay cest of gelting i1 Ave sur suve sitg theve?

is it there our seameuara el ~ L
desired ? We have plenty of thase o0 e 0
held as conquered toriloosie? Phis wit vreg
there, then to be sale, we rw-&i Buve anuiny heve
with a standing army, whit s security for oy biLarti
These are no ﬁcm.ous TeasoR!] They ars th
ons, I doubt not of thousauds sud tens of thoweninds o oue
ardy New ]fn‘j!.m\. yeorte vy s——nient, Whe when thelv conn.
y ealls, at any wise aod real [\9 seney. willosfart Hom e
ative soils and throw their cicids over er' fierties, His
te soldiers of Cadmus, s arinelin conmplete ste 3” 5 vl wes,
ho have hicard the winding of v.ur hors tothe Ca

vgn, with the same ap-ebv and indidiv e nee. weih whiela thcy
ould hear, in the streets, tive twilii v of u jows-harp, or s
virving of a bandjoe.

The plain trath is, that the peaple o Be Bngland have Y
:sire for C'mada, Their mo - ::-numclsi v o8 ot Fustily,
1l they will not countenanre, its mvamu']. [ iave thoy stii-
| the grounds, on which thev deen, ve s felt amyenly
wnd to maintain, that this eonterplated invesion of thad feo
tors, s, us it respecis the ¢ ouadi .tmz anid ernels
wcause il inflicts the geesies waginuhie evis o ST SEE N
Bt

f‘.t.

A hlhny
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it any imaginable beneiw to us ,
nited States, such an invasion is ooosfess hewsution,
ately, ruinous to our owa poliicy K axd wivs
use it is an abuse of the bless: ol dvine pum».uw(‘, and
nanilest perversion of liis w! Lownties, tu ths pue-
se ol desolating nn Innval.  wud
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¥ shall now proceed to the next view, I proposed fo take
of this projret of inveding Cannda, and consider it in the
light of « wicens o obtain er carly and lonourable peace. 1t
is said, ond his isthe vhole avgument, in favor of this inva-
sion, in1his aanest, (het ihP (,-txl;.' wiuy fo nemociate, success-
fullv. with Greal Britain, is to appesl te bher fears. and raise
her terrevs. for thie {ate of Ler colonies. T shall, here, suy
nothing. <ricevainz the difficuiiies of exceuting  this sc ‘hene ;
por abuui (he possibilify of a deficiency, bn'h In mea abd mo-
ney. I uill vt dwell en the dispust of all Nc\» England;
nor on ie influence of this dispust, with respect to xour e['-
forts, I wiil admit, for the present, that anarmy may be rais-
ed and that dining, the et years, it may be cu,'pnrlcd, by
Joans, cnd bt afterwards, it il support ifself, by bayonets.
T will adieit, farther, Jor the suke of argument, that success
1s possQi eand that Gresi Britain realizes the practicability
of it.  INuw, all this being admitted, T mainiuin that the
surest of all possible wursvo defeat any hope, from negocia-
tion, is tite thieal of soch an invasion, and wnactive po e P
tion te execute i, Those must he vers young politicians,
their pin-foathers not yot grown, and, however they may
flutter on (his {leor, (!"-v are ol yet fledged for any lngh,
ov distant fiight. whe think that threuts aud appealing to fea
are the ways (,{' producing a disposition to negoeviate, in (ncat
Britain, or in any ethier nation, which understands, what it
owes to ifs own safety und honor. No nation con yield to
theeat, what it might yield to a sense of interest; lhecause,
in that cuse, it has ne evedit for what it granis, and what is
more, loses something. in point of veputation, {rom the imbe-
eility, which concessions nride, under sueh eireumstances, in-
dieate.  Of all nations, in :he werld, Great Britain is the
last to yield to considerutions of fvar and terrer.  The whole
history ov the Dritish nuticnis one tiscue of facts, tending to
shaw ilic spirit, with which she meets all attemyte to bully
and brow-Dbeat her inte measures, inconsistent with her in-
tevests, or her policy.  Tvonation ever before miude such sa-
crifices of the present, to the future. No nation ever built
her greatness, more systematically. on the principle of a
he ughfv self-respect, which yields nothing to sugyestions «f
danger. and which never permits, either herahility, or incli-
nation to maintain her rights. to he ruspected. 1. 1l negoci-
ations, therefore, with that power, it winy be Gikicn us a certain
truth, that your chance of failure is just in propertion to
the publicity and obtrusiveness of thieuts and appeals to fear,

The Aweriean czhivet upderstand all this very well, al-
though this Louse may not. ‘Their policy is founded upon it
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e project of this Lill is to put, at 2 still further distance,
¢ chance of amicable arrangement, in consequence of the
spositions, which the threat of invasion of their colenies,
d atitempt to cxecute it, will exeite in the British nation
d ministry. I have some claim to speak concerning the
licy of the men, who constitute the American eabinet,
wweight years, 1 have studied their history, characters and
tevests, I know no reasons, why I should judge them
verely, except such as arise fromn these inevitable conclu-
ns, which avowed principles and distinat eonduct, have im-
essed upon the mind, Tsay, then, sir, without hesitation,
at, in my judgment, the cmbarrassment of our relations
ith Great Britain, snd keeping ulive. between this ccuntry
id that, a voot of hitterness, has been, 1s, and will conti-
1e to be. a main principle of the policy of this American
hinet. ‘They want not a solid settlement of our differences.
"the nation will support them in it, they will persevere, in
e present war. If it will not. some general wrrangements
iil he the resort, which will leave open opportunities for
seord, which, on proper occastons, will be improved by them,
shall give my veasons, for this epinion. 1 wish no senti-
cuts ol mine to have influence uny farther, than the reasonsy
»on which they are founded, justify. They are publie rea-
ms, arising frem undeniuble fucts, the nativn will judge for
self.
The men, who now, ard who, for these twelve years p- st
we. (0 the misfortune of this country. guided its eouncils,
W directed its destinics, came into power. on a tide, wlich
as raised and suppor(ed, by elements, constituted of British
ejudices, and British antipathies.  The parties, which grew
1, in this nation, teok their origin and form. at the time of
e adoption of the treaty, negociated by Mr. Jay, in179%,
he oppesition of that duy, of which the men, now in power,
ere the leaders, availedthemselves. very dexterousty, of the
Jies of that hatred, towards the Bedtish name, wlhich re-
ained after the revolutionary war. By perpetually blowing
son theembers of the antient passions, they excited a flape,
the nation, and by systematically divecting if, aguinst the
morable men, who at that time, conducted its «ffuirs g
e strength and influence, of those men, were impair-
. The emtarassments with France, which succecded, ia
‘98 and 1799, were turned Lo the same account. Unforty.
welythese, who theneonducted public affuive, artended Jessto
c:\i)pe:n'zmoc—s of things. tinn to their netures ; und consi.
ded wsre, what was due to theiy conntry, than vas pra«
i, in the state ol e prejrdices, apd jeajousics of the peo-
o
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ple : thus, artfully, excited against thema. They went on, in
the course they deemed rvight, regardless of personal conse-
gnences, and blind to the evidences of discontent, wkich sur-
rontded them, The consequencesare well known. The su-
preme powep, in these United States, passed into the hands,
whirh now possess it : in which it has been continued, down to
the nresent time. This transfer of vower waseffected, unde-
nixbly, princinally, on the very ground, of these prejudicés,
and antipathies. which existed in the nation, against Great
Britain ; and which had been artfully fomented, by the mcen
now in power, and their adherents, and directed against their
predecessors.  These prejudices and passions counstitute the
m:in pillap ef the power, of these wmen. Tn my epirion,
they never will permit it, tohe wholly takenaway from them.
They never will, permit the people of (his country, to look
at them and their political opponeunts, free of that jaundice,
with whicli they have carefully imbued, the vicion of their
own partizans. They never will eonsent to he weighed, in a
balance of mere merits, but will always take czre, (e keep, in
reserve, some portion of these British antipathies, to throw
as a make-weigzht, intothe opposite seale, whenever they find
their own sinking. To continue, multiply, strengthen and
extend, these props of hicir power, has been and still is, the
ohject of the daily study, and the niglitly vigils of our Ame-
ricun cabinet. For this, the British treaty was permitted to
expire, hy its own limitation ; metwithstanding the state of
things, which the treaty of Amiens had preduced in Europe,
was so little like permanent peace, that the oceurrence of the
fact, on which the force of that limitation dependcd, might
easily have been questioned, with but little violence to the
terms, and in perfect conformity with its spirit. For this, a
renewal of the treaty of 1794, was refused by our cabinet,
although proffered by the British government. For this, the
trealy of 1807, negociated by Messrs. Monroe and Pinckney,
was rejected.  For this, in 1811, fifty thousand dollars were
paid cut of the public Treasury, to John Henry,’ for the
obvious purpose ef enabling the American cabinet, to
calumniate their political opponents, on this very point of
British influence, upon the eve of eleetions, occurring in
Massachusetts, on the event of which the perpetuation of
their own power, was materially dependant. Mr. Speaker,
such men as these, mever will permita state of things to puss
away, 80 essential te their influence. Be it peace, or war,
arrangement, or hostility, the association of these British an-
tipathies, in the minds of the mass of the community, with the
characters of their political epponents, eenstitutes the great
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magazine of their power. This composes their whole pofi-
tical larder. It is, like Lord Peter’s brown loaf, their « beef
muiton, veal, venison, partridge, plumb pudding and custard.”

Krom fhe time of the expiration of the British treaty of
4794, and the refusal to renew it, the American cabinet have
‘been eareful. to precede negociation with some circumstance,
or other, calculated to make it fail, or at least to make a sue-
eessful result, less certain. Thus in 1806, when, {rom the
plunder of our eommerce, by British eruizers, a negociation,
notwithstanding the ebvious reluctance of the eabinet, was
forced upon thew, by the clamours of the merchunts, the non-
importation law of April, in that year, was obtruded between
the twe countries. In the course of the debate, upon that
law, it wus oppesed upon this very ground, that it wasanob.
stacle to a successful negociation, It was advocated, like the
bill, new under disenssion, as an aid to suecessful negoeiation.
It wasulso said by the opponents of that law of 1806, that
Great Britain wonld not neguciate, under its operatien, and
that arvungement, attem;ted under proper auspices, eduld
not be difficult; from the known interests, and inclinations of
that nation. What was the consequance? Precisely that,
which was anticipated. The, then, President of the United
States, wus necessitated to come to this Heuse, and recom-
mend a suspension, of the operation of that law, upon the
openly avowed gronnd, of its being expedient to give that evi-
dence, of a eonciliatory disposition ; really becuuse, if per-
mitted to coatinue in eperatien, negoeiation was found to be
impraecticable. After the suspension of that law, u treaty
wus formed. The merits of that treaty, il is not within the
srope of my preseat argument, to discuss. Ufis suflicient
te say, it was deemed good enough, to receive the sanction
of Messrs. Monroe and Pinckney. It arvived, in Ameriea,
and was rejected by the authority of a single individual ; ap-
parently because of the insufficiensy of the arrangement
about impressment. Really because, a seltlement with Great
Britain, at that time, did not ¢ enter into the scope of the
policy,” of the Ameriean cabinet. The negociatien was,
indeed, renewed, but it was, followed up with the enforce-
ment of the wnon-importation law, and the enactment of the
Embargo. Both which steps were stated at the time, as they
proved afterwards, to be of a nature te make, hopeless, sue-
cessful negociation. )

In this state the executive power of this nation formally
past into new hands, but substantially remained under the
eld principles of action, and subject to the former influences.
It was desirable tbat a fund of popularity should be aequired
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for the new administration.  Acecordingly an arrangement was
suade with Mr. Erskine, and no questions asked, concerning
the adequacy of his powers. But, lest this circumstance
should not defeat the propoesed arranzement, a clause, was in-
serted, in the corresponilence, containing an irsult to the Bri-
tish goveroment, ofcred, in the fave of the world, sueh as no
man ever guve toa private individual, whom he did not mean
to offend. The President eof the United States, said, in so
many words, to the person at the head of that government,
that he did not understand what belonged to his own haenor,
as well as it was nnderstood, by the President himself. The
effect of such language was unatural, it was necessary ; it
could not buf render the British government averse to sane-
tion Evskine’s arrangement. The cffeet was anticipated hy
Mr. Robert Smith, then acting as Secrvetary of State. He
objected to its being inserted, but it was done, inthe Presi-
dent’s ownhand writing.  As Mr. Erskine’s authority was de-
nied, by the British government, it is well known that, in
fact, on the point of this indignity, the fate of that arran:e-
ment turned.  Can any one doubt that our eabinet meant that
it should have this effeet? I send you word, Mr. Speaker,
¢¢ that Thave agreed with your messenger, and wish you torat(i-
#¢ fy it. I think you. however, no gentleman, notwithstand-
¢ ing, and that you do not understand, as well as I, what is
¢ dueto your own honor.””—Whut think vou, sir? Weuld you
ratify such an arrasgement, if you conld help it 2 Docs a
proffer of scttlement, connected with suchlanguage, look likea
disposition, or an intention, to conciliate 2 X appeal to the
common sense of mankind, on the point,

The whole state of the relations, induced between this
country and Great Britain, in consequence of our Embargo,
and restrictive systems, was, in facl, a standing appeal, te
the fears of the British eabinci. For, notwithstandivg, those
systems were equal, ia their tevms, so far as they affected
foreign powers. Yet their operativn was, notoriously, al-
most, wholly upon Great Britain, To yield to that pres.
sure, or do any thing, which should foster, in this country,
the idea that it was an effernal weapon of hostility, was no-
thing nuore thun conceding that she was dependant upon us,
A concession, whieh, when cucre mude, by hev, wag certain
to encourage a resort to it hy us, on every oceasion of dif-
ficulty between the two nations. Reaseubnz, therefore, up-
on the known nature of things, and the plain interesis of
fsreat Britain, it was foretold that, during its coutiniunce,
she would conecde nothing. And the event has jusiiiied
those predictivns. But, the eircumstance, the most styik-
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z, and (hut faraishine the most conclusive evidence, of the
lisnosition ofths Awmerican exhinet to poacs, and their de.
rmination to eavry on {he war, is that conneeted with the
etended reseal, of the French decrees, in November,
10, and the consequent vevival, in 1811, of our restriclive
stem, against Great Britain. ,

If evera body of men weve pledged to any thiag, the Amc.
sun cabinet, its friends and suonorters were pledged, for
e truth of this faet, that the Frenehideevees of Berlin and
ilan, were definitively repealed, as it respects the United
ates, on the first of November, 1810. It ever any body of
en staked their whole steck of reputation; upon any point,
ir eahinet did it on this. 'Fhey and their partizans
iserted, and raved. Theyv denounced every wman as a British
wtizan, who denied it. They declurad the restsictiive sys.
m was revived, by the mere effect of the prozlamation.
at, lest the courts of law should net be as subsecvient te
ieir poliey, as night be wished, they passed the law, of the
1 March, 1811 ; upon the basis of this repeal. und of its
sing definitive.  The British government refused, however,
1 recognize the validity of this repeal; and donied, that the
erlin and Milan decrees were repealed, on the 13t Novem-
ap, 1810, as our cabinet asserted.  Thus, then, stood the
~gunent, between the British Ministry, and onv eabinet.
‘he British Ministry adiilted, that, if'the Berlin and Milan
serees were repealed, en the 4st Novewber, 4810,
1ey were bound to revoke their orders in eouncil.  Buat they
qnied that repeal to exist.  Qur cabinet, on the other hand,
dmitted, that, if the Berlin and S1iion deerees, were not re-
aaled, on the 1st November, 1810, the restrictive
rstem ought net to have been revived ugainst Great Britain,
ut they asserted thut repeal to exist.  T'his was, virtually,
te state of the question, butween the two countries, on this
dint.  And it is agreed, on all hands, that tiis vefusal of the
ritish government, to repeal their ordess in esuneil, after
w existence of the repeal of the Beorlin aud Milan decrees, as
sserted by the Awmeriean cabinet, was theeause of (ho deela-
ion of war, between the two countries,  So that, in trath,
& question of the right of war, depeaded upon tie exist-
ge of that faei ; foe if that fuct did not exist, even the Ame-
zan cabinet did not pretead that, in the position, in which
ings then stood, they hud a right to dechive wir, on
reount of the continuance of the British ovders in couacil,
Now, what is the teath, in velation to this all-important
ct, the definitive vepeal of the Berlin an! Milia decrees
1 the 48t Novewber, 18185 the pivot upon which turned the
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revival of the restri(-tive system, and eur declaration of war?
Why.siv, the event has proved, thatin relation to that faot,
the Anerican eahinet was. to say the least, in an error. Bo-
napartehimself, in a deeree. dated the 28th of JApril. 1811. hut
not promulgaled, Gill a year afterwards, distinetly deelores
that the Berlin and Milan decrees were not definitively repealed,
as relutes to the Uniled Stotes, on the 1st Nov. 1810, He, alsa,
declures that they are then, on that 28th qf April, for the first
time repealed. JAnd he founds the issuing of this decree, on Ihe
act of the JAmerican Congress, of the 2d of March, 1811.
Thatvery act. which waspassed upon the ground. of the defi-
nilive repeal of the Berlin and Milan decrees, on the 1st No-
cember, 1840 ; and which. it is agreed on all sides the Ame-
vican government, were bound in honor not to pass, except in
cuse of such antecedent repeal ! !

Were ever a body of men so ahandoned, in the hour of need,
as the Awmerican cabinet, in this instance, by Bonaparte ? Was
ever any body of men, so cruelly wounded, in the louse of
their friend? This,—this was ¢ the unkindest ent of all.”
But how was it veceived by the Awerican eabinet? Surely,
they were indignant, at this treatment. Surely, the air rings
with reproaches upen a man, who bus thus made them stuke
their resutation upon a falshood; and then gives, little less
than the lie direet, to their asserticns, No, sir, nothing of all
this is beard from our cabiuet. "Vheve is a pbilosophie tame.
ness, that would he vemarkable, if it were not, in all eases,
affecting Bonaparte. eharacteristiec. All tise executive of the
United States has found it, in his heart to say, in relation to
1his last decree of Bonaparte. whick contradiets his previvus
allegutions and asseveratiens, is that, ¢ 'T'his proceeding is ren-
s¢ dered, by the time and manner of it, liable to many objec-
tiens” ! 1!

1 have referred to this subject as being. connected with fu-
ture conduct, strikingly illustrative of the disposition of the
Ameriean eabinet to carry on the war, and of their inteation,
if possible, net 10 muke peace. Surely, if any nation bad a
claim for liberal treatiient from another, it was the British
nation frem th.e Ameriean, after the discevery of the error of
the American governnient, in velation to the repeal of the Ber-
lin and Milun decrees, in November, 1810. In eonsequence of
that error, the Americanr enbinet had ruined numbers of our
own citizens, who had been caught by the revival of the
non intercourse law ; they had revived that law against Great
Britain, under ureumﬂl wees, which now appearcd to have
been fallacious; and they had declared war agaiost ber, on
the suppositien, that she bad refused to repeal her orders,
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couneil, after the French decrees were, in fact, revoked ;

hereas, it now appears, that they were in faet not revoked.
arely the knowledge of this error was fellowed by an in-
ant, and anxious desire to redress the resulting injury. As
¢ British orders in couneil were, in fact, revoked, on the
wwledge of the existence of the French decree of repeal,
vely the American cabinet, at once. extended the hand of
iendship ; met the British government hall way ; steoped all
rther irritation ; and strove to place every thing. on 2 hasis,
st suited to promote an amicable adjustment. No, sir, ne-
ing of all this oecurred.  On the contrary, the guestion of
ipressments is made the basis of continuing tie war. On
is cubjeet, » studied fairness of proposition is preserved, ac-
w enied with svsiematic perseverance, in measures of hos-
iy, An armistice was propored by them. Tt was refused by
- Itwasacceded to by the Aerioun genersl, on the frontiers.
wus rejected by the cabinet.  Foconsideration of (he fulse
legation, on which the war in fact was founded, no consi-
ration of the critical and extremely consequential nature,
both natiens of the subject of impressment,no considera-
ns of humanity, interposcd their jufluence. They renewed
itilities,  They rushed unon Canada. Nothing would »u.
ify them but hlood. The lunguage of their conduct is that
the giant, in the legends of infancy.

Fec, Faw, Fow, Fum,
I suicll the blood of an Englishman,
Dead. or alive; I will bave some.

Can such men pretend that peace is their object? What.
er may result, the perfect convietion of my wind is, that
¢y have no such intention, and that, if it come, it is contra-
. both to their hope and expectation.
I would not judge these men. severely. But it is my duty
endeavor to judge them truly ; and to express, foarless.
the result of that judguient, whatever it may be. &%y
inion results from the application, of the well known prin-
le of judgins concerning men’s purposes and motives ;—TY
wsider rather whal men do, than what they say ;—3nd to
amiiie their deeds, in conmneclion, with predominating poc-
ns andinlerests 3 and on this basis decide. JIninaking un
imate of the intentions of tuese, or any other politicians,
nake little, or no, aecvunt of pacific pretensions.  There is
eneral reluctance at war, and desive of peace, wlich per-
les the great mass of cvery people, and acdul vuiees conhld
rer keep any nalion af war, uny length of time, heyond
iv trae interests, without swie cuerifiee to that generad

“
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feve of peace, v.bichexivtsin eivilized men,  Bonaparte him.
self, will tell you, that hieis the most pacifie cregture in the
woild, Tle ks alvendy deelared. by his proclamation fo
Yrenebmen. tint ke Lus gone to Moscow for no other end,
tl:an to enltivate peaces and counteraet the Emperor of Rus-
stu’s desise ol war.  In this countiy, where the popuiar
sentiieent, hias se ctreng an tpulse on its affairs, the same
ubtrusive pretensivn, must inevitably be preserved. No man,
ar set of men. ever can, or will get this‘country at war, or
centinue it long in war, without keeping on hand a stout,
round. stocl of guiling miotter. Faiv propesitions will, al-
ways, be made to go, hond in hand, with offensive 2cts.  And
when somcthing is offtved, so veasenuble. that re man can
Goubt, but i will be acecrted, at the same moment soive-
vhing willlic Coney of unatsive to c:ubarrass (he project, and, if
not to defeut, ut leust to render its aceeptance dubious, How
this hus heen. in past time, I have chown, T will now illus-
trafe. what is deirg andinterded, at present.

As i the unifern denor ef the conduct of the American
enhinet, in relution to the British government, T have no he-
Hely thot their intention bis been to make a solid arrange-
ment, with that nutien, so. from the evidence of their dispo-
sition and intentjon, cxisting abroad, and on the table, I
have no Lelicf that such is at present their purpose. T cannot,
possibly, thinl otherwise, than that such is not their inten-
tion,  Let vs tol ¢ the case into common life. T huve de-
woands, My Specker, against you, very just. in their nature,
but different.  Seme of recent ; others of very old date. The
former depending upon prineiples, very clearly,in my favor.
F'he latter critieal, dificult, «rd dubious, both in prineiple
and settlement.  In this stafe of thivgs und during your ab-
senee, I watch my epportunity. Cecinee cnmity : throw myself
nyon your children, and servants, and property, which hap-
pew to be inmy neighborhood 5 and do them all the injury I
can.  While Fam deing this, I veceive a messenger from
soiy stating that the grounds of the recent injury ave
settled ;s that soucenply fully with my terms. Your ser-
vints apd ebildeen, whom T am plundering und killing, in-
vite me to atuy iy hand until, vou return; or until some ac-
commadation cun take place between us.  Bat, deaf to any
such suggestionn, [ prosecute my intention of injury to the
vimesi. When there is reason to expeet your return, 1 mul-
tiply my means of injury and offence. And no seoner do I
Leav of yeur avrival, than T thvust vy fist into your fuce,
aed 8 v to you. - Well. sir, bere are Girpropesitiens of
s settlement. Come to my terms, which ave very just.
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¢« Settle the old demand in my way, and we will be as
¢ good friends as ever.,” Mr. Speaker, what would be your
eonduet, on such an ocension? Would you he apt to look as
much at the nature of the propositicns, usut the temper of
the assailant ? If you did not, at coce, return blow for blow,
and injury for irjury. would you not, at least, take a ljttle
time to consider? Would you not teli such an assai’unt, that
you were pot to be bullied, nor beiten inta wny cencession ?
If you settled. at all, might you wvoteonsiderit your dusy,
in some wuy to make him fe:l, (he concquenies of his
strange intemperance of pussion? For miyvseit, 1 have no ques-
tion how a man of spivit ought fo acet under such civenrsian-
ces. I have as little, how a grewt pation. like Great
Britain, will aet. Now, I have ngdoubt, sir, thitile Ame.
rican cubinet view this subjeet, in‘the same dight. Tley un-
derstand well, that, by the declaration of war, the invasion of
Canada, the refusal of an urmistice, and perseverance in Los-
tilities, after the prineipal ground of war had been re-
moved they have wronght the minds, of the British culinet
and people, to u very high state of ivritation.  Now is the very
mowment, to get up some grand scheme of pueification: such
as may persuade the Aswerican peaple, of the inveterate love
of our cabinet for peace, and muke them aequiescent, intleir
perseverance, in hostilities.  Aceordingly, heferethe end of
the session, a great tuh, will be thrown out, 1o the whule,
Probably. a little while before the spring cleciions, tern s of
very fulr import will be proffered to Great Britain,  Such
as, perhaps, six menils ago. cur cubinet would not huve
granted, had she sclicited them, on her huces.  Such as,
probalily. in the opinion of the people of this counivy, Great
Biitain ought to acceept 5 such, pevhajs, s~ in any other state
of things, she would buve accepted.  But such, as I fear,
under the irvitation. produced by the stronge course pursued,
by the American cabinet, thut oation will not zccept.  Sir,
1 do not believe, that our cubinet expect, that they will be
accepted. They think the present state, of induccd passion
is sufficient to prevent arrangement. Eut, to neke assue
rance doubly sure, (o take a bend of fate, kst aiishgenent
shall not happen, they prejare ithis Lill. A bills wihich preposes
an augmentation of the army. for the exjuess juijose, of
corquering the Canadus, A bill. which, connected with ihe
recent disposition evisced by our cubinet. in velition te those
provinces, and with the avowed intent of muling their sub-
Jjugation the means of peace, thiongh the fewr it Le jispired
inte Great Biitain, is ws offensive to the prive o0 tiut nution,
as ean wel be imagined ; and is i ey apprel ersion, @8 sure
a guarent. e ol continned war, s cod'd be given, On these
greunds, my mind cannol})furcc sl o any other ¢om-
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clusion than this, that the avowed oljeet of this billis the
true one ; that the Canadas are te he invaded the next sca-
son; that the war is to he protracted ; and that this is the
real policy of the American cabinet.

I wiil now reply to those invitations to ¢ union,” which
have been so obstrusively. urged upon us. XIf, by this eall to
union, is meunt, an unien, in a projeet for the invasion of
Cuanada, or for the invasion of KEast Florida, or for
the conquest of any foreign country whatever, either as a
means of carrving on this war, or for any ether purpose,
I answer: distinctly ;—T will unite with no man, nor any
body of men, for any such purposes. 1 think such projects
eriminal, in the highest degree, and runinous to the prosperity
of these states, But, if by this invitatien is meant, union. in
preparation for defeance, strietly so called ; unien in fortifying
our sea hoard ; urien, in putting our eities into a state of
salely ; union, in raising such a military force as shall be suf-
ficient, with the local militia, in the hands. of the eonstitu-
tionnl leaders, the executives of the states. to give a ra.
tional degree of security, against any invasion ; suflicient to
defend our frentiers, sufficient to awe into silence the Indian
tyibes, within our territories ; union, in cireafing such a mavi-
time (cree, a8 shall command theseas, on the American coasts,
and keep open the intercourse, at least between the states j—
i® tivis is meant, T have no hesitation ; vnion, on such prinei-
pitse you shall have from me, eordially, and faithfully.—
Apd this, too, sir, witheut any reference to the state of my
opinion. in relation (o the justice, or the neecessity of this
war.  Because, T well understand, such to be the condition
of man, in a social compict, that be must partake of the
fate. of the society, to which he belongs, and musi submit
to the privations and sacvifiees, its defence requires, not-
withstanding these may be the result of the vices, or
evimes, of its immediate rulers., But there is a great
difference, between supporting such ralers, in plans of
necessary sclf-defence. on which the safety of our altars,
and firesides, essentially depends, and supporting them,
in prejects of foreign invasion, and encouraging them, in
schemes of eonquest and ambition which are, not only unjust,
in thewseives, bat dreadful, in their consequences ; inasmuch
as, let the particalar project resuit as it may, the general ef-
fect must be, aecording (o human view, destruetive to our own
domestic liberties and constitution. I speak as an individual,
Sir, for my single selt, did I support such projects, as are
avowed to be the ehjects of this bill, I should deem myself. a
truitor to my countiy. Were I even to aid them, by loan, or
in uny other way, I should consider myself a partaker, in the
guilt of the purpose, But, whem these projects of invasion
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shail he abandoned ; when men yield up scliemes, which, net on-
ly openly coutemplate the raising of a great military force,
but ulse the conzentrating them at one point, and placing them
in one band : schemes obviously, ruinous to the futes of' a
fiee republie 5 as they comprehend the means, by which such
have ever, lLierctofore, been destroyed ;—when, I say, such
sehemes shall be abandoned, and the wishes of the cahinet
limited to mere defence, and {rontier and maritime protec-
tinn. there will be no need of calls to union. For such ob-
Jeris there is not, there eannot be, but one heart and soul, in
this people,

I know, Mr. Speaker, that while T utter these things,
a thousand tongues, and a theusand pens, are preparing, with-
eut doors, to overwhelm me, if possible, by their pestiter-
eus zall.  Already, I hear, in the air, the sound ofi—s- trai-
tor”—s Brilish agen!”—¢ Brilish gold,”—and all thosc
ehanzes of  vulgur ealumay, by which ths lnaginations of
the mass of men, are affected 5 and by which they are prevent-
ed, from listening to whut is true, and receiving what is rea-
sunqhle.

v, Speaker. It well becomes auy wein, standing i1the
presence of such a nation as this, to speak of himscls sel.
dom ; and sach aman as § am, it becsmes to spear of him-
seif. not at all; exeept, indeed, when the veluiions, in which
ke stunids to his eountry, ave little kaowii, and whea the as-
sertion of thuse relations, has some connexion. and may huve
some intluence, on iuterests, which it is peeuliariy incumbent
u;:en him to support.

Uader this sanetion, I say,—it is not fora man, whose an-
cestors have been planted, in this country, now, for almost
two centuries 3 it is not for a man, who has a fawmily, and
fricnds, and character. and childeen, and a deej stuke in the
soil ; it is not for a man, who is selt-conscions of being voot-
ed in that soil, as deeply, and as exclusively, as the oak,
which shoots among its rocks; it is not for such a man te
hesitate, or swerve a haie's breadth from his eountry’s
purpose, and true interests, because of the yelpings, the howl-
ings, and snarlings of that hungry pack, which, corrupt men,
keep, directly, or indirectly, in pay, with the view of hunting
down every man, who dare develope their purpeses; a puck,
eomposed, it is true, of some native curs, but for the niost
part, of hounds and spaniels, of very recent importation,
whose backs are seared by the lash ; and whose necks are
sore, with the eollars, of their fermer masievs. In fulfilling
his duty, the lover of his country, must ofien be obliged to
breast the shock of ealumny. 1f called to that service, he
will meet the exigeney, with the same firmness, as, should
another oceasion call, he would breast the shock of battle.
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No, sir, Tam not to he deterred by sneh apprehensions,
May heaven ~o Teut with me. and mive, o« Tam (vne. or faith-
lIess, to tlie hest interests of this people ! May it deal with
me, according toits just judgments. when 1 Fail {0 bring men
and measures, tothe harof public o inion: and to expose, pro-
jeets and systems of polievy which | realize to he ruinous to
the peace, prosnepity, and Wherties of my couniry!

This leads me.natnealy, fo the third and fast point of view,
at which T proposed to «onsider this hill s asa means for the

aldvancement. of the aljects of 1he personal. or local ambi-
tion. of the memlerg of the Americirn cabinet.  With respeet
to the membors of that cabinet, T may, alost, literally, say,
I koow nothing of them, except as pubiic men, Against
them, I have no personal animosity. T know little of them,
in private life : and thatlittle, never made e wmbitious to
know mure. Tlook at them as public men, wielding powers,
and patting, in overation, means anid instrumests, materially
affecting the interests and prospeets of the United States.

Ttis a ecurlous fact, but no less true, than eurious, that for
these twelve years past, the whole allairs of this countiy
bave been managed, and its fortunes reversed, under the in-
flnence of a |hmet little less than despotie, composed, to all
eflicient purposes, of twe Virginiang and a _foreigner. When
I speak of these men, as Vn'wml.\ns, T meun to cast no odi-
um, apon thatstate. us thouvh it were nof entitled to its iull
sharve o influence, in the -l.monal councils ; nor, when I re-
fer to one of them, as being a foreigner, do ! intend, there-
by, to suggest anv connexians of a nature, unworthy, or su s-
picious. 1 rvefer to these circumstances, as general and un-
doubted faets, which helong to the characters of the cabi-
pet, and which cannot fail to be taken into view, in all esti-
mates ¢f plans and projeets; so long as man is constituted as
heis; and so long as the prei--dioeq and principles of child-
bood, never fail to influence, in different (legw“ﬂ. i even the
hest men, the ceurse of thinhing and acticn of their riper
years.

I might have said, perhaps, with more strict propriety,
that it was a cabinet composed of three Firginians and a fo-
reigner; hecause. once, in the course of thie twelve years,
there Lins been a ehange of one of the eharucters.  But, sir,
that ehange was. notoriously, wmatter of form vather than
substance.  As it resaects the cabiner, the prineiples con-
t'ned the same ; the intevests the same ; the objects, at which
it aimed, the same,

I'said that this cubinet had heen, dnring these twelve years,
llltle less than desnotie.  This Taet, dlb()' is notoricus.  Dur-

ng this whole peviod, the meusures, distinetly recommended,
h.a e beeu, adopted, by the two houses of Congress, with as
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much uniformity acd with as litdde modification. too, as the
vi-asw-es of the British ministry have been adopted, during
the swne peried, by the British parliament.  'The conneetion
hetween cutict cowavils and purliameatary aets, is just as
iatimate, in the one eouniry, as in the other,

I suid that these thiee mea constituted, to all efficient pur-
poses, the whole cahinet.  This, alse, is notorious. It is
true, that, during this period, other individuals have been
ealled into the cabinet.  But they were uli of them, compar-
atively, minor men; soeh us had no great weighit, either of
persont) alents, or of personal influence, to support them.
Thiey were kept as instraments of the master spiriis. And when
they fuiled, to auswer the purpose, or beeame restive, they
weve sacviiiced, o provided for.  The shades were made to
play upon the curtain. They enteved. They bowed to the
audience. They did what they were bidden,  "Pliey said what
wits set down for thein.  Whea those, who pulled the wives,
saw fit, they passed away., No man knew why they entered,
No man kaew why tuey departed.  No man could tell whence
they came, No man asked whither they were gone.

From this uniform composition of the eabinet, it is obvious
that the project oi the master spirits was that of essential
influence, within the cabinet.  For, in such a country as ours,
s6 extended, and its interests so implicated, it is impossible
but those, who would condu.-¢ its aff’.ivs wisely, and with a
single eve to the public good, should strive to eall around
themselves, the highest and wost hidependent talents, in the
naiion ; at least of their own political friends. When thisis
not the case, it must be apparent, that the leuding influences
want not associates, but instruments, ‘Ilie same principle
applies to the distributien of oifi-e, out of the cabinet, us ta
filling places within it.  Some mistakes muy be expected te
happen, in selections, among candidates, for appointiments, ac a,
distance. But, ' at any ume a cubinet shall be, systemati-
cally, guided, in such sclection, by a regurd, oot to merit,
or qualifieations. but to electioneering services 3 if the obvi.
cus design be to rewurd partiz.ns, and encourage defeetion (o
its party standard, then the people may vest assurved, that the
project, such cabinet has in view, is, nut to serve the pubiie
interest, but (o secure their personal influence; and thatihey
want, not corpeteney for the employment, but suiserviency
in it. How this matter is, I shall not assert ; not because
1 have not very disiinet opinions upen the sabject 3 bui he-
eause the sphere of appoiatineat is tvo extensive to be com-
prehended, in the grasp of a single indeidual 5 and E mean to
make no assertion, concerning motive, or coiduct, of wiich
there dues not exist, in my wind, evideice us well conmplite,
as conclusive. L vefer to this subject, therclore, only us a
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rollateral and corroberative proof of the purposes of-the
cabinet. Every man ean deeide for himself, in his own cir-
cle, or neighborhood, concerning the apparent principle,
upon which the cabinet have proceeded, in making appoint-
meats. Remembering, always, that the seetion of country,
against whose prosperity, the policy of the cabinet is, most
svatematieally. levelled, will be that, in which subservicacy,
te all its purposes, will be, most studiously. inculeated, among
its adherents. It will be, in that quarter, that the flames of
party anumosity will be enkindled, with the most sedulous
assidnity ; as the means of making men forgetful of their true
interests, and obedient to their employers ; in spite of their
natural prejudices and inclinations.

It is natural to inguire, what are the projects, connected
with a cabinet, thus comusosed, and to what ends it is advane-
ing. To answer this question, il is necessary to look into
the nature and relations of things, Here the trne eriterions
of juldgment are to be found. Professions are. always, plau-
gible. Why. sir. Bonaparee, himself, is the very milk of hu-
man kindness ; he is the greatest lover of his species, in the
world ; he would not burt a sparrew, if' yeu take his own
account of the matter. What, then, do nature, and the rela.
tions of things teaeh? They teach this, that the great
hazard, in a government, whers the chief }agistracy is
elective, is from the local mnbztmu of states and the personal
ambition of individuals. 1t is no reflection ujon any state
tu say, that, itis ambitious. According to their vujortunities
and temptations, all stuies are ambitious. '$'his quabity is as
much predieable of states, as of individuals. 1Indeed stute am-
bition hasits root, in the same pussions of human natare, and
derives its strength, from the same nutriment, as personal
ambition. All history shows, that such passions always exist,
among states, combined in contederacies. 'To deny it, is to
deceive ourselves. It has existed, it does exist, and always
must exist. In our political relations, as_in our personal,
we then walk most safely, when we walk, with referenee (o

the actual existence of things; admit the weuknesses, and

do not hide fvom ourselves (he dangers, to which our nature
is exposed. Whatever is true, let us confess. Nations, as
well as individuals, are only safe, in proportion as they attain
self-Emowledge; and vegulate their eonduct Ly it

What fact, upon this point, does our own experience pre-
sent? It presents thisstriking oune ;—that, taking the years,
for which the Presidentinl chair is alveady filled, into the
account, ouf of twenty eight years. sinee our constitution cug
established, lhe single stale of Virginia has fmm.shedlhe Pre.
sident, for twenly four years. Aml further, it is now as
gistinetly known, and familiarly talked about, io this city and

.
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vieinity, who is the destined suceessor of the present Presi-
dent, after the expiration of his cnsuing term. and knoun,
th:t he, too, is to be a Virginiae, as it was known and fani-
Liurly talked about. during the presidency of Mr. Jeflerson,
that the present President was to be his successor.  And the
forroer wos, and the Jatter is, a subject of as much notoviety,
aisd, 1o human appearanee, of us much ceptanfy, too. as,
wiho will be the suceessor to the British erown, is a matter
of notoriety, in that country. Mg seeare this suceession and
keep it, in the destined lne, has heen. is, and will con(mue
to be. the main objeet of the policy of these ven,  This

the point, on which the projuts of the cabine, for leizree
years past have leen brouzht Lo vear —thot Jumes tie jirst
should be made to conlinue fouy yeors louger. oAnd 95 is
the point, onwhich the pirojects of the cabinel will be brosighi
to bear for the three years to come,—thut James the second
sholl be made to suceerd. according lo the fundamenici ve-
scripts of the Monticelliun !

M. Quincy was, here, again called to order. The Speak-
er s.ul thut. really, the geutiemun laid Lis ©remises so re-
el trvous bis conclusions, that he could not see how his
observaiions applied to the bill.

———o

Mr. Quiney proeeeded. On the contrary, sir, I maintain
thit bath my prewsisvs and convlusious, are very proximate
to each other: and intimately conneeted witls the bill on the
table ; and with the welfire of (his people.

Is it not withio the scope of just debate to show, that the
general policy of the eabinet, and that also this particu!
preject have for their ohject the aggrandizement of e ea-
binet themselves: er some wember of it? If this be the
object of the bill, is it not proper to he exhibited? The topie
may he of u nature, high und critical, but ne man ecan deny,
that it is both fmsortant and relevant,  To secure the power,
they at present possess, (o pm'pemate it, in their own hands,
and to (ransfer it, to their selected favorites. is the great pro-
jret of the policy of the members ol our cabinet. [t would
be easy to truce to this master passion, the declaration of wuar,
at the time, and under the civcunnstances, in which it oceurred.
Antecedent to the declarativi of waw, 1€ wus, distinetly stated,
by individuals from that gus-icr of the conutry, under the in-
Huences of which this war was adepted, (oGt the support of
the present President of the United Stales, Gy their quarier
of the country, depended upon the fect of the caibinot’s com-
ing up to the point of wai, with Great Britein,  'Fhis stata
of things, and the knowlcdge of it bv the members of the
cabinet, was, repeatedly, urged, in conversation, by mer.ews
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of this and the other hranch of the Legislatnre, to <hake the
incredulity. ina declavation of war. which at that time ex-
isied, in some of our minds. Without placing any re-
Yiance on the vreperts of that day, 1his 1 et -une-
quiveesily, and  withont feur of couteadietion. thut such
were the passicns, which existed in the «euthern wnd western
states, und sui b the srowed determination to wer, that had
not the calinet ccree uge to thet point, its influence, in those
quarters, wus ut oo ond. Withent heir support, the re-
election of the present ( Liief Magistrate was, hopeless, Now,
sir, when continuunce of povey is pot o the seule, as, in
this instanee, it was, urguestionnt !y ¢ it is net for human na-
ture to deny that it Pid not a watecial influence, in deter-
mining the Lubinee, Ty nosells T have never had but ene
opinion on this matier. 1 bove pever doubted (hit we shenid
net have had war dedlured, ot the ust session, if the Presi-
daitiad election had not Leen Cepording.

Just s0, with cespect to the vvusion of Capada, Tt was,
in my judgment, a test requived by the sfate of oyiuion. in
the scuthern and western stules, el the siacerity of the cabi-
net; and of its Veortvess. in the prosecution of this wer,
This accovnts for the strapge wnd Lewdlong Paste, and the
want of sulicient preparation, with whicli the hivasion was
expedited. This aceounts, fer the negleet 1o neet the pre-
position (o1 an avmisiice. wien made. by the Cevernor of
Canada, after a knowledge of the vevoeation of the ordersin
couneil.  This accounts, forr the obfrucive attempis to gain a
footing in Canuda, and the obstivate perseverance. in the
show of invasion. until the members of the electoral colleges
had lLeen definitively selected.  Sinee wlhich event, our ar-
mies Lave heen quiet encegh, YWihen 1 see a direet depen-
dance between the perpetuation of puwer, in any hand, 2l
the adoption ¢l and the pevseveraneein, any particular course
of measures. 1 cunnot refrain from believing that coeh a
course has been suggested ond regulated, by <o obvi-
ous and weighty an interest. 'This subject is capalle of
wuch greater elucidation, But, according to your sugges-
tion, sir, I shall confine myself, to trace the connection of
this master passion of the ca inet with the bill, now under
consideration.

The projects of the eabinet, for the present year, are
ouns, to the amount, at least, of twenty willions ; an army
of fifty five thousand men ; a grand scheme of pacification,
founded on some legislative acts, cr vesolves ;and a perpein-
ation of the war. Theloans are cxpected to be fitled, purt-
Iy from the popularity, derived, in the commeici 1 citics,
by the vote for huilding seventy-fours ; partly by o, ening of-
fices, for receiving subscriptivns, in the interior. “Whaicwver
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is received will he diverted ty the army serviee, The prand
scheme of pacifi-atios will be wade o occur vers dbiv in
terms, but. it the stute of Jrvitetie which has beon pro-
duced, in Great Sritaing by the continuanre of the woar. uf-
ter the repeal of the avders in couneil, an! by the pertivae.
cinus persevesrunrce by the theects acd pre arction to bvide
Canadu, will it is expecied he rejected by her  Uhis. dris
supposed, witl give poswiority to the ware iu this count:y,
The forty doilirs beunty wiil, it is Loped, fll the ravis,
The army, for the conguest of Canada, will be raised.
To be commanded, by whow ? This is the critiezl gnes-
tion. "The answer is in evers man's mouth. By a nanber
of the Americun ccbinet ; by oue of the th.ve 5—by oneof that
¢ trio 3 '—wlio at this moment, consiitule in fref. cund who,
efficiently. have clweys constituled. the whole cabinet.  And
the man, who is thus ixtoaded for the command of the great-
est army, this new world ever contained; an army. nearly,
twice as great, us was, at any time, the regular army of our
vevolution 3 T suy the mun, who is intended for this great
trust, is the individual, who is, notoriously, the selected can-
didate for the next Presidency!

M: Speakcr, when I ussert tiat the present Secretary of Stote,
who is now the acting Secvetary of War, is destined, by » (abuiet,
of which, he, himseli, constitut=s onc third, for the commund of
this army, I koow that I assert intentions to ex’s'y which have not
yet developed the vselves, by an official avowal  The truth is, the
mowment, tor an official avow.l, has not yet come.  Tue cabinet must
woik along, by degrees, und culy s ow their cards, as they play
them. The army mawt first, be auth rised. The bili, f.r the
new Major Generids 5 unst be passed  Then, upon their plo it
will be found necessuiy to constuute @ Licurenant G neral - And
who so proper,” the cabinet will exclain” s one of oursives e
“ And, whe so proper as one of the caliinet I a:l its retaine s wiil re-
spond, from one end ol the contivent to the other. T would, willingly,
have postponed any anlimadyeision, upon this intention of the cubinet,
un'il it should have been avowed. But, then, it wenld huve been
too late. Then, the fifty five thousand men, w uld nave been .u=
thorised, and the necessity, for a Licutenant General, inevituble.
Sir, T know very well, that this public animadversion may, pussis
bly, stagger the cabinet, in its purpese.  They way not like to pro-
ceed, in the design, after the public vyc bas been directed. distirct-
ly, upon it.  Andthe existenco of it will be dended, and i's partie
z ns will assert that this suggesuon was mer suimise  [ie it so.
I. 15, comparatively, of little importuree, wiat happurus to wy pors
son, or character, provided this great evil con be averted (oo my
country I consider the ralsig such un =rmy as this, ard the put.
ting it under the command of tit individnal  taking ot view b=
conncction, with the present cubinet, so omincus 1o “he liberuos of
this country, that [ am not anxions what happ.ay o me, if, by auy
constitutional responsibility, I can preyent it ’
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However, to the end that it may not be thought T have made
this assert.on dzhdys T oills bricfls, state the evidence, upon which
icis fou dsd, avd which, to my niud, has given porfect satistaction
of the ieations of the cabinet.

First. As long upo as last June, it was, to my knowli dge, rscerted
by individuals conn.cted with the adwinistraiin i (his ai.d the
other Lronch of the legishature, that 1t wus the ioteniien of the A-
merican cabivet to pluce the Sccrctary of State, at the head of the
army,

Sceund. This intention was, early in the presént session, distinct.
1y, avowed by weibe s 1n this and the other branch ef the legisiae
ture, to be the intention of the cabinet. And these members, were
porsons intimate with the cabinet, and connected with them in peo-
litics 3 and of o1l men the most ikely to know their intentiong —
This can be proved. if denied.  But 1t will not be I do not be.
Heve there is 3 man on this floor, who is oot acquainted, with the
fuct, as wclt as myself.

Third As soon as the session opencd, the old Secretary at War
was bunted down,

Fourth. Toe burden of the whole department of war is, now,
trunsferred to the shoulders of the Secicicry of State. This great,
and oppressive trust, which, at the last scsaion. it was seriously,
urged, no single, hving, wight, could bear, but that it required
three fiersons to support its pressure, is, now, cast, solely. upon this
individual, who, it seems, 1s able to uphold the mighty mountain of
that depurtment, in one hand, while he balauces, the department of
state, in the other.

Fifth. The Secretary of State has not, merely, entered into a
still life possession of the deparument of war, He is,actively, em-
ployed in arranging its details, and putting b into a <tste of prepa-
ration. This wo k of drudgery, it can hardiy be expucted, that
any man would undertake, for the sake of an vuknown successor,
unj-ss he had, himself, some pros<pect of interest in it.

Sixth. Tic Sceretary of State 15 no souner in possession of the
department of war, than the plan of a great arny. un cflicient pecu-
niary bounty, and a brilliant camp.ign, aguinst Canad ., is pi ymul-
gated. Of all which, he is the known author ; having eonmuni-

csted, to the comruittee on military offuivs, the whole project, not
only in general, but inits dernils  Above all, that no doubt; con-
ceining the ultimate purpose, may exist,

Seventh, Innes diately after the Secretary of State enters upon
the duties of S cretary at War, he puis to Adjurant Geoeral Cushe
ing this questions  « How many major generals and  brigadicrs
¢ are necestary for an army of thirty five thousand men 7 Now,
as this question, was put by authnity, =nd wus 1atend d to be com-
municatrd to congress, and was in its nature very siple, one would
have supposed, that it would have been emouli, in ull conscience,
to have given toit, a dircct ansver. Besides, it is not alwavs
thought proper for those, who are in the under.grades of depart-
ments, when one quesion is proposcd, to enter in o the discussion
of annther.  However, notwithatar ding these obvinus su Zgesiions,
e Ll of the whole reply of General Cushiog is taken up, 1 investie
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gating, not the question, which was asked. but the question. on
which the honest Adjutant, in the simplcity of his soul, tells the
Sevretury, ¢ You have not reguired my opinion.”” ‘The whole of
this part of the lctter runs thus —

« In this country we have never had a grade between the com-
mander in chief and that of major-general ; hence it was found ne-
cessary. In the » continental aroiy,” to give to the senior muaj re
general, thu commuand of the right wing, and to the next in rauk
that of the 1:{t; which, from the limited number of general effi-
cers, otten left a division to a b igadier, a biigade toa colenel, aid
a regiment to a subordinate field «fficer ; bur in Hurope this difficuls
ty 1s obviated by the apipointment of general ufficers of higher grades.

From the best information I have been able to obtai. on this sub-
ject, I nave no hesitation in saying, that eight mujr-generals,
and sixtecn brigadiers. to command the divisious and brigudes of
an army of thirty five thousand men, 15 the lnwest cstin ate which
the unilorm practice of France, Russia und England. will warrant,
and that this 1s much below the pr partion ol ofticers of these
grades actually employ-d in the army of the revolution.

As you have not required my opinion, whether i be necessary to
have a higher grade thun that of mujor general, I have nof decmed
it firofier 1o touch this subject, and have confined myself to the
puinber of maj r-generals and brigadiers, deemed nccessary to
comsmand the divisions and brigades of un army of thirty five thou-
sand m:n. It may not, however, be lmpropar to remurk, that 1f
it 1s intended to have no higher grade than that of major gencial,
their number should be increascd 1o eleven : v0o as to give vue
for the chief commund, one for cach wing, and vus for eacli divi-
sion of four thousand men.”

It is gntertaining to sec, how much troudbloe, the worthy Adju-
tant takes to impress upon the mind, that the Scerctary of State
“had not required his opiiion,” on the subject of a grade,
higher than that of a mujor-general. He even goes so far as to
say, that he has * not deemed it profucr to touch this subjrct.”

Now, sir, Ithiuk he has tonehed the subject, aud treated
it pretty, thoroughly, tne  For he has shewn, not only that it is
¢ difficuld® to do without, bat that it is mo e economical to have,
a grade, bigher than a major gencral  And this too, In ar army
of only thirty five thousand men.  But when this Liil passes, the
arwy will cousist ol fifty five thousand. The resule is, then, ine-
vitible, you must have, 1a such cuse, a grade higher than a ma-
jo -eneral 5 in other words, a licutenant general. Such it can-
not be denied, 1s the intention of the cabinet.  As litde con it be
denied, that the Secretavy of State, the acting Secrctary of war,
is the cabinet candidat~ for that office.  So it bas been distinctly
avowed by the friends and confidents of that cabinet.  And as such,
I have no question. is known by, every individu.l, in this house.

Mr. Speaker, what an astenishing, and alarining state of thirgs,
is this | Three men, who, cfficicntly have had the commund of this
nation, for many years, have so managed irs concerns. as toreduce
ity from an unexampled heighth of prosperity, to astate of great
depression—not to say ruia. They have anninilated its commerse,
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and involved it in war.  And now, the result of the whole matter
is. that thev are sbout to raise an army of fifty five thousand nien,
invest one of theiv own body, with this most sulemn counm. nd, and
he, the man, who is the destined candidue for the President’s chair !
Whet a grasp ot power is this ! What is there, in hisiory, equal 1o
it} Can any man doubt what will be the result. of this project ?
No man can believe that the conguest of Canada will be effccued, in
one campaign.  Itcost the Briush six years to acquire it, when it
wan far weuker than at present. It cannot be bhoped that we can
acquire it undev thres, or four ycars.  And what, then, will be the
situ.tion of this army and cur country ? Why then, the army will
be veterar ; and the lewder, a candidate for the presidency ! A d,
whoover is u candidate lor the presidency, with an army of
thirty thouvand vererans. at his heels, w'll not be likely to be
troubled with 1ivals, or to concern binvell about votes. A
President ddected, under sach auspices may be nominally a
President for vears; but really, if he picoscs, a President for life.

I Lnow that all this vill seem  wild aid fanptastic.l to very
mais, perhaps,to all, who hear me.  Ta my mind, it is neither the
one nov, the other.  [istory is full of events, less probable, and ef-
fected by armies, fav infevior to that, which is proposed to be rais-
ed. So far fivm deeming it mere fancy, that 1 consider it, abso-
lutely cortiin, if this aravy be once raised, orgamz.d, ald enter up-
ou a successful carcer of conquest. The result of such a pwer,
as this, entrusted to a single incividual, in the present «uatc of pare
tics and pastioas, in this countiv, no man can anticipate. There
is no cther means of absolute safety, but denying it altegether.

I cannot forpete Mr Speaker that the sphere, in which this great
army is destined to operate is in the neigob: urheod af that section
of country, whove it1s probable, in case the present destiuctive
measures be cot unued, in operstion, the most un.uimous « pposis
tion wiil exist to a perpctuation of power, in the piesent hand; or
to its transfer to it do-tined succes-or. I cannot forget, that it
has been aistinetly uvowed, by a member «n this fleor, a gentle-
man from Virziniateo ; {Mr, Cliv) and one very likely to know
the vicws of t1r cabinet, that % one 0bjict of rdus army was tc put
dowrn of hosition ™

Sir. The greatness «f this project, and its conseguences, over-
wheln my mind, Tkoow very welly to what obioquy T'expose my-
sl oy bisdevilopement. T koow that it is, alwas, an vnpordona
able sin. o pull the veil from te party deities of the day; and that
it is of 4 nwure, not to b forgiven, etther by them, or their wor-
shippers. 1 have not, willingly, nor without long rcflection, teken
upon my-Ify this respencibility. But it has been forced upon niey
bv un tpesicus sense of dity. I the people of the Northern and
T stern stutes are destined to be hewers of wood and druwers of
watcr, to men, who know nothing about thelt irtciests, and cure
nothing abeut them, T am clear ot the great trancgres-ien.  If.in
common witl 1l ewr countryuwen, my children are destined to Le
slaves, and to voke in with regroes, chained to the car of a Scu'h-
ern master, they, at least, stall huve thissweet conscicusi es: asthe
cers lation of their corndiict—they shull be able to say— Qun
FATUER WAS GUILILESS OF THLSE CHAINS,” ’
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