


.\ 

LETTER, 

TO 

THE RIGHT IiU.':OUUBLE 

FIP,ST LOP..D (,O.:H~IIStHOXER OF TIE·: TREAsrHY. 

TrII~ TIrCiIT.-:: OF TIn: 

CHURCH OF SCOTL.?\';) 

BRITISH NORTH AMERICA. 

FRO:\'[ 

KINGSTON, U. C. 





A LETTER 

TO TIlE IU!JHT HO:\OCRABLE 

THE E.!lRL OF LIf.'ERPOOL, fl. G, 

!J·C. c~!' • .s'c. 

l\Iy LORD, 

The rights of the Chrl'h of Scotland, in the Bri­
tish Provinces of North America, are of such im­
portance to a large proportion of His ~laje'l} 's lopl 
subjects, have be'en so long lleg;!·,:tul, and aI'" now 
so ,tl'ol1;;'h' opposed by the Clerg-y oi t!le Clllinh of 
England, that I trust yOUi' Lod",ip \\'ill alh,\' me to 
suhmit, for tIl" serious cOllsi,:el':liion of yonI' Lord­
ship, and of Hi,; 1\hje4} 's Go, trJ)UI~t:t, a statement. 
of the reasons on wilich the claim to these righi'; is 
founded. 

By the 31st of his late j"bjc,t~" ,he seventh P;;\t 
of Canada i., reserved for the ',llpport and mainte­
nance of a Protestant Clergy j and .he Clc'rgy of the 
Church of El1ghtnd hwe claimed, and obLlluC';l, the 
management, ami whole PU;;lt'" of this 1J1'll1ificen' 
appropriation. 

They style themselves" The Prote~tant ClerfJ'Y," 
as if they were the· ol~ly PJ'otestaiit C!el';:;Y j-t~eir 
Church "The E,;t~,b~L Ld Church of the :Mother 
COl;dtry," as if it were the only E':aLli"hed Ch~l~'(;h 
of the Mother COiUltrj j ami they class with Protest­
ant Dissenters their Brethren of the Church of 
Scotland. 
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'1'11(';;(' positions are not support ,:<1 by bci,; auJ t~ir 
induction, but by co~ours of IT,l;Ollll:g, aduuced with 
'JOldlll'" anu art. 

The term" 1'1'o,:>,tant" \\'~' first applied to Chris­
tians in the beO'innillO" of the lGth ("'!lImy; and the 
Prote"tant Chl~rch c~ntaillS eycn denomination of 
(:hri .1in'I' \rho protest against Popery. It is one of 
the three Professions into which Christianity is .IlOW 

dil·ide". Thc oth~rs are the Greek Church, amI the 
Church of Rome. 

III Bo;','rt:'t1!l'S Historr of Charles the Fifth, the 
following account is gin-n of the original application 
of the term" Protf'.,t!I:'!" to Christians. 

" .\t the Diet of Spircs on the 15th Day of J\brch, 
1529, a Decree was m<l,le prohihit ~l:.~ any innovation 
in Religion, and pa~ticularly irom abolishing the 
i\Iass. 

"The ELECTOR OF S.\XOXY, 

" J .. _\XDGIL'. \" t: OF HESSE, 

DtJKr:~; OF L~XC~;l~i:i{GH, 
" PRINCE OF ~,{IL\LT, and 
" DEPUTIES OF 1·~ LiPI:RUL CITIE~, 

cntered a ,nlem!l prG~c,t 8g:1tmt tl,;" Decree as un­
just and illljliolis. On th:1t account 1 hey were distin­
guished 1n- tL> ilZlhlC of" Protes(ailts," an appellati­
on which h;)th since become lJctter known, and more 
honorable by its being "l'l'lied ill'!i'Tl'j,;ril1::tdy to all 
the ~C'ct~. of 'Wh:"lt~-'r(~' .. :, L:);pinatioll, 'which ha~rc 
I't:':nh:,) from the Heman Chmch." 

1,Yii h this meaning the term "Protcstant" is uni­
lr)]'J,11-; ,nnl!,:d, not nodr bv fIistol'ians, but by Bri­
ti,h j:c~~'j \d mes in thee!:' Acts of Parliamcnt, as will 
apP"<ci' 1'1 all! tIle following extracts, in which are al­
so c1carh' .,hC\Yll the rt";]'cctin] and equal rio-hts of 
the Scots and English Cill:~',he;. " 

In the Act for securing the Protestant Religion and 
Presbyterian Church Government ofScotlanu, (and 
which is a ftmdamental article of the Union, and in­
serted in that Act,) the Religion of the Church of 
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Scotland is uniformly called "the Pl'ote:;tallt Re­
ligion," 

, And it bci;lg- reasonable and necessary that the 
'true jJ1"()/c.;lm:{ Rf'ti;;'i,m, as pres(,ntly professed 
'within this Kingdolll, ", itb the worship, di''''ipline, 
'and government, of this Church, should be effectu­
, ally and unaltnably secured: thereforc, her Ma­
, je~l\', with advice and consent of thc said Estatcs 
, of F~]'lialllelli, ,loth hE, ell', ('st:lblish and confirm 
'the said trlle Fru!i",'(,:;:' H;;;:.;ioll, ,0[,<\ the worship, 
'discipline, and government, of this Church, to 
, continue without am' alteration to thc people of this 
, land in all succcedin::s generations; and more cs­
, pecially I'('i' ;\Iaje~ty, with advice and consent ;1-

, loresaid, ratifies, approves, and for ever confirms, 
, the fifth Act of the first Parli:\JIlcnt of King William 
, and Queen ::'lIar)" intituled, Act ratifying the Con­
, fession of Faith, and settlill'':; Presbyterian Church 
, (}OL'fJ"lI!.I?ut; with all other Acts of Parliament 
, relatiil'2,' thereto, in prosecution of the declaration 
'of the Est,;t..:.', oftb-: Kingdom, containing the claim 
, of right, bearing date the eleventh of April, one 
, thousand .six humh'cd and eighty-nine: And her 
',Majesty, ~';ith ad.ice and consent aforesaid, ex­
, pressly proyides and declares, that thc foresaidtrlle 
, Protestant Religion, contained in the above-menti­
, oned Confession of Faith, ,\'ith the form and purity 
• of worship presently in 11:';(' within this Church, and 
'its Presbyterian Church Government and DisciplillE!, 
, (that is to say,) the government of the (; Imrch by 
'Kirk ,<.,'es.;;ul!S, P~'esbyteries, Pr01,,illcia! S.!'iIGJ~, 
'and Cell",.':! .Ilssemblies, all estahblwd hy the 
, fore said J\cts of-Parliamc:lt, pursuant to the 'claim 
, of right shall remain and C'olltiau(C llllaiterahlf', and 
, that the said Presbyierian Uot"frmnml shall be thc 
'only government of the Church within the Kingl;olll 
, of l'icot!alld.' 

, And lastiy, that after the decease of hcr F"!;cn! 
'Majesty, (whom God long preserve,) the Sove-
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, reign succeeding t,o her in th~ ~oyal G~>venm~ent 
, of the Kingdom of Great BrItaIn, shall In all tIme 
, coming at his or her accession to the Crown, swear 
'and subscribe that they shall inviolably maintain 
, and preserve the foresaid settlement of the true 
, Protestant Religion with the government, wor­
, ship, discipline, right, and privileges, of this Church, 
, as above established by the Laws of this Kingdom, 
, in prosecution of the claim of right.'-.9ct of Union, 
.!J.rt. 25. ch. 2. 

In the Act passed by the English Parliament for 
secnring the Church of England, the expression 
" tT/le Protestant Religion professed and established 
by Law in the Church of England," occurs once ; 
and the expression " Church of England," occurs 
five times. In both Acts the term " Protestant" is 
applied to the Religion, not to the Church Govern­
ment. The expression Protestant Church does not 
occur in either Act of security, nor in the Act of 
Union; nor could occur, for both Churches are Pro­
testant, both Religions are Protestant. But their 
forms of Church Government differ widely. The 
one is Presbyterian; the other Episcopal. Both are 
estublished In Great Britain; both are established 
Religions of the Mother Country; the one, of 
Scotland; the other, of Englund. 

Having shewn the meaning of the term Protestant, 
and proved that, in the phraseology of British Acts' 
of Parliament, the Clergy of the Religion establish­
ed in Scotland are as truly Protestant Clergy, as the 
Clergy of the Religion established in England, I 
shall proceed to examine the authority by which the 
Clergy of the Religion established in England claim 
the whole of the profits accruing from the Clergy 
Reserves in this Country. 

They found their claim on the Provisions of the 
Quebec Act, theSIst of his late Majesty. 
. I shall prove that the Quebec Act does not author­
Ize the Clergy of the Religion established in Eng-
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land to engross the whole profits of the Clergy Re­
serves ;-that the Clergy of the Religion established 
in Scotland have an equally good claim to part of that 
munificent appropriation; and that depriving them 
of that right, privilege, and advantage, is an int'raction 
of the articles of the Act of Union of Scotland and 
England. 

The clauses of the 3Ist of his late Majesty, which 
relate to the Clergy, are in number eight, viz-the 
35th, 36th, 37th, 38th, 39th, 40th, 41st, and 42d. 

Clause 35th recites His Majesty's instructions to 
Sir Guy Carleton, Sir Frederick Haldeman, and 
Lord Dorchester, secures to the Clergy of the 
Church of Rome their accustomed dues and rights 
from those professing the Roman Catholic Religion; 
and appl'opriates the tythes paid by Protestants to 
the support of a Protestant Clergy. 

In this clause the expression" Protestant Religi­
on" occurs once; the expression " Protestant Cler­
gy" twice; but the expression" Clergy of the Church 
of England," or " of the Church of Scotland," or " of 
the Established Church," of either Kingdom, or of 
Great Britain, or of the :lUother COlmil'Y, docs not 
occur. 

Therefore, on this clause, the Clergy of the Re­
ligion established in England cannot build their 
claim to an exclusive provision for themselves, nor 
to any provision to which the Clergy of the Religion 
established in Scotland have not an equally valid 
claim. 

Clause 36th recites His Majesty's Message to 
Parliament, and enacts-That His Majesty may au­
thorize tlw Governor to make allotments of Lands 
for the support of a Protestant Clergy in each Pro­
vince, and that the Land so allotted and appropria­
ted shall be equal in value to the seventh part of the 
Land granted. 

In this clause the expression " f.er the support and 
maintenance of a Protestant Clergy," occurs three 
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times ; but the expressions "Clergy of the Church 
of England," or "of the Church of Scotland," or 
" of the Established Church," of either Kingdom, 
or of Great Britain, or of the lUother Country, does 
not occur. And, therefore, the Clergy of the 
Church of England cannot build their exclusive 
claim to the Clergy Reserves on this clause of the 
Quebec Act, nor to any part of the Reserves in pre­
ference to their Brethren, the Clergy of the Reli­
gion established in Scotland. 

Article 37th beiTJg brief, I shall quote it in the 
words of the Act. . 

" And be it further enacted by the authority a­
foresaid, That all and every the rents, profits, or 
emoluments, which may at any time arise from such 
Lands so appropriated as aforesaid, shall be appli­
cable solely to the maintenance and slIpport ~f (t Pro -
teslant Olergy, within the Province in which the same 
shall be situated, and to no other use or purpose 
whatever." 

Surely it is impossible to found on this clause any 
claim in favour of the Religion establish.ed in Eng­
land, to the exclusion of their Brethren of the Re­
ligion established in Scotland. 

Clause 36th reserves a seventh part of the land 
in Canada for the support and maintenance of a Pro­
t.estan.t .Clergy. Clause 37th appropriates the pro­
fits ansmg from the Land so reserved to the sole 
purpose of'maintaining and sl&pporting a Protestant 
Clel~'Y' No preference is given in either clatlse to 
the l;hurch of England; no exclusion is mentioned 
of the Chtireh of Scotland. Neither are named; 
yet by ihference, both must be intended! for they 
are both supported by Government in Great Bri­
tain! ~nd they are the only Sect~ of the Protestant 
ReliglOn supported there by Government. 

Methodists and Independents ar~ Protestants: 
l;lUt they are lIot supported by the Government of 
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Glfeat, Britain, and thm:cfol'e C"li~IOl ! l.lll:l Oll the· 
same g:ro;n;tls as the Clerg\ oftlw Church ,of Seut­
land; '01' of the Church O(I~llg'land. ',_ ' .. 'rl:~l 

')1\\ But, although, it i~ e\'idl'llt j bat Ih!! provisions Qf 
dauses ;5(), and ;37, give no eXc!lI.,ive claim t.o the 
{,Ierg'y ,of either of ill<' Estahli,lw(l Churches of thl> 
MotilCI' Country, yet it lila, Hot he without use to 
refer to the urbates in tlie Honse of Commons, 
touching the part of the Act relative t.o the Cler$y, 
as giving some assistance in explaining the illtentlOll 
of Parliament. It, " if .')I',d).,,· I 

Holtse of Commons, FiriJd'mJ, Stlt .fiP1·il, 1791.­
Il~' Mr. Fox said, by the Protestant Clergy he sup­
-!posed to be understood not only theClel'gy of the 

Church of England, 'but all descriptions of Protest-
ants; He totally disapproved of the clause which 
enacts,'" That wbenevel' the King shall Olake grant~ 
of Lands, one-seventh part of those Lands shall be­
~ppropriated to the Protesjant .(!lergy," .. He h!ld 
two objections to these regulatiOlis, both of th.cm ill 
his opinion of great weight, J II all gmnts of _Land 

.' made in that Country to Catholics, l/.l1d a majority of 
the inhabitants were of that persuasion, one-se,v,enth 
part of those grants was to be ilPpropriated to, the 
Protestant Clergy, although they might not have any 
cure of souls, or any congregations to instruct. Olle­
tenth part of the produce of this country was assign­
ed, aI)d this, perhaps, was more than ,one-~eventh 
of the Land. He wished to deprive no Clergyman 
of his just rights; but in settling a new constitution, 
and laying ~OWI1 ncw principles, to enact that the 
Clergy should have one-seventh of all grants, he 
must confess ;l.ppeared to him an absurd doctrine. 
If they were aU of the Church of England, this would 
not reconcile him to the measure. It might be asked, 
why should they not have as much as the Church of 
Eno-land? In this country we hall that which some 
~o;dell1ned, and others praised : we jIa~.a kind, of 
shew, but still a proportion must be Obscl'ved, ;< The 

, ' " 



t t:O ) 

t;i'e~test nart ofthesc:: PI'Otes:tclntJCre~gywere&roLGf 
the Church Of England; :1Jhef were rcB5efiy:l~are 
called Protestant: di8sen't~rs' ,m this' comatry, dmat­
'iJfte1ltl~ the 'Kit:lt'~8 includtul.,m/t!!'t' in~enlion '~f the 
pr~vision. ' 'J;'hey ·'f~.rc; t~ercl'ore, gomg to ~ve bo 
dissenters' one-seventh part I()f all the Lands. m,/the 

'Province. Wa'S Hus the proportion, eitker'mJ8,det­
land, or in any o~h~r conntry?" where thdse,r~1ig'ious 
~rinciples 'yere professed? ,; Uwas nottl1e ;.rop'or­
tlOn eIther ll1 Scotland"orm nny·other.ec()lesmstlcal 
c~untIJ' h~ Europe .. W c ~v~re, th~Fefom.;' bY' llhls 
Bill, fuakll~a 'Surt of provlSlon .fOI' lhe:,Protestant 
Cll;rgy of l{anada, which wa~ ~nkn.ow~ to them 'in 
every part of Europe j a prOVls-IOn, m his apprehen­
siQh, . which Would rathel'tenll to corrupt'ithamtolhe­
;nefit them. ' The regula~cm;s . .were likewike in. part 
obscure j because, after! It 'hafClt~sltatcd tbat.-o~­
~ei1th of the Uand shI:iWdjaIJ\f~l!'be setaside roD The 
·"~otdtant (;l,ergy,'. iHM91cil state how)tShonl41 r be 
"ilp~lied;" ;:' ;~·:·'ltJ,ilI~r'·.· , 'ffOf'I,)"ll." ovr 
Llqh regard to'the term -"Dissenters," .applied by 
"Mr:Fox. to the Cler~y. of the Churcho(Sc'?t1a'l'ld 
f[ reSIdent m England, It IS to be observed that 1nthe 

same s,ense pr~ci8ely th~ Clergy of. the' Church of 
England are dIssenters m Scotland.. ,1)', 

,~ Ho!ts~ of' Oommons, 12t~ ~Iay~. 1791.-",iMr. 
Fox stIll censured the wh0le plan, '. and remll1-
ded the' House that Mr .. Dundas ,had twol'vc­
nings since boasted :t.J.mt the security of the Kirk of 
Scotland wasits:beipifm:ected on the rock of pover­
ty.: accord,ing'to f/!1!'Jii'ofessiiJns'of the Bill, Mr;'.Fox 
saId, e1!en the Clel'g!fp/ the Kirk wO'IIId,'have lar<~er 

. illcmnes in Oanada than 1n 8coilanjJ, . ";L 'J '" 

fll, "'Mr~ Dundas gave 'an historieal detail of theruo'de 
.I of proceeding, by which the Clergy ill Scotland 
I w«:re suppo.rte4 .. Thefund'olrt.ofwftich they .were 
H't!t"iJ'i he saId, wa~ cre.atedinthe last century' when 
1,~~eI whQle'tithes :?f ~co~land:, as they then' stoM, 

. ere sold, ap-d the money they produced vested: for 
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~he pl!rposc. 'rhere \\"lTC, he said, al'OIlI !lOIO p;ti­

lshes 111 Scotland, and tht'ir Cltr~~,- had, he IH,Ji('Y­
ed, one with another, bet\vecn 'e'i.rht·, and UillCl, 
pbunds a year ; and \rhen their il\co;~e"from f'irl'IlJ11-
stances. was too small, it was made up to a cC11ain 
amount to such individllals ,,-hose pittance wa,.; too 
scanty, by the Assembly of the K:rk, who m::l.llaged 
the flll\d: He lamented, that in consequence of an 
errOl' in th~ o~iginal proceedillg, viz: the Ye,t.illt; 
the sum whIch the sale of the tithes had produced ill 
a fund, inste!l~ ~f laying it out in the purchase of 
J~and, and dlVldmg that Land so purchased into al­
lotments for the Clergy, the latter was 110t suffici­
entlyprovided for. lIad the plan he had state,l heen 
adopted, the land wOllldhave risen in value in pro­
portion to its improvement as otltter Land had, aud 
. the' incumbents would consequently have ha,l the 
benefit of its increased pro,\uction." 

Fl"Om these relliarks by Mr. Dundas, it 'is '[lrolw.­
ble t]iat·c;lansesS6"and :37, were written by himself, 
!ll1d it is not supposable that HE could neglect the 
Clergy of his native Coulltry, 
. But it is clear that the intention of clauses :3tJ, S6, 

and S7, is to provide for a Protestant Clc'l'g',Y, using 
the term ,. Protestant," in a general sense, to in­
elude the Church of Scotland, as well as the Church 
of England; for clause !38th CHANGES thc gene­
ral term Protestant, fo'r the particular exp1'l'ssioll 
f:'hurchof !1nf{land, and enact,s that His.lHaj?st) 
may authorlze the Govemor, WIth the adVIce of the 
Executi\-e Council, to erect ParsonagcH, or Recto­
ries, according to the Church of Englawl, and endow 
them as he shall judge to be expedient, unrl~r the 
then existing circumstances of the Townships or 
Parishes. He is empowered to endow the Rectdr' 
of a Parish with so much or such part of the Clergy 
Reserves as may be expedient, hy an instrument nn-
cler the great Seal of each Province. , 

This clause has not been acted upon III Upper 
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of Parsonages i" provided for, that provision has not 
been actcd upon. Each:\1 i;list!'l' h~" not received 
his particular allotment of Land. 

Hadthe Actmeantthe establishment of the church 
of England. exclusively in Canada, the expres~ioll 
"church ot England" would have been used in 
clauses S5, :3G, and :37, and not the general exprcs­
sion, "Protestant Religion." But these clauses 
provide g'f'uerally for" the Prolcs[{I;:t Religion," 
leaving the details to future enactments. 

Clauses :3:';, :~D, and 40, relate particularly to the 
Church of Ellglooul, and particularise it hy the desig­
nation ?f ".Church of England." This change of 
expressIOn lJ1 the clauses shew that the framers of 
the Act knew the meaning-of the language they used, 
and did not apply the term "Protestant" as synon­
imous with the term" Episcopal." 

Clause .! 1st sholl's this contradistinction in the 
clearest light. It recapitulates the contradistinction 
between th!' general and particular provision, in Iall' 
guage more clearly exprcssed, and not admitting a 
double meaning. 

r XLI. Provided always, and be itfurthe1' 

I enacted by the authority (!/"oresaid, That 
Protestant the several provisions hereinbefore con­

Clerg{1 \ tained, respecting the allotment and ap 
genera Y l propriation of Lands for the support of a 

Protestant Clergy within the said Provin· 
ces, and also respecting the constituting, 

Episcopal r erecting, and endowing, Parsonages, or 
CI~rgy, Rectories within the said Pro\ iIlCt:S, and 

parllcular· '. h - . f I Iy. also respectmg t e presentatlOn 0 Ilcum· 
The LI);.I bents 01' Ministers to the s~le, and also 

gclalu~e.P!J respecting the manner in which such In-
11fI~naal~er \ cumbents or 1\1 inistcrs shall hold alld ~u­
this 1<uot'[jOy the same shall be subject to be vaned 
ment of. I d b' , 0 -I' 'I'on° "01' land, and or repea e y any. expr.ess pr \ s " l' • 

grant the that hurpose contamed m allY Act or Acts 
wholBofit \vhl'c may be passed bv the Lcgislati. f' to the .., 
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Council and Assemhly of the said Provi:l­
elmc/' r:f ceS respedtiyely, . and assented to . by HIs 
Scotland. Majesty, HIS Hew,,. or Successors, under 

l the restriction hereinafter provided 
The 42d clause in the ·same clear manner contra­

distinguishes the Protestafit Religion from the par­
ticular sect of Protestants caned Episcopalians; and 
pyiclentl.y contemplates making Legislative provision 
in Canada for more than that one sect. Any Aot fIJr 
that ptirpose must be laid before both Houses of thc 
British Parliament; and if within thirty days either 
House shall address His Majesty, His Heirs, or 
Successors, to withhold his or their assent fl'omSllch 
Act or Acts, it shall not be la"ivful for His Majesty, 
His Heirs or Successors, to signify his or their as­
sent to such Act or Acts. 

I have now remarked upon all the 'clauses of the 
Quebec Act that relate to the Clergy, and have prov­
ed that the Clergy of the Church of England are not 
exclusively entitled by that Act to the whole profits 
arising from the Clergy Reserves. That was the 
position I undertook to prove. If the proof have 
proceded farther, and shewn that they are not esta­
blished in this Country according to the letter of 
the Quebec Act, each Rectory not having assigned 
to it a particular portion of land, and are therefore 
Il,?t AN .Established Clergy in Cana?a, much less Tim 
E~tabhshed Clergy, to the exclusIOn of the Chmeh 
of Scotland, they must blame themselves for excit­
ing this discussion by their greediness and intole­
rance. 

I shall now attempt to shew that the Clergy of 
the Religion established in Scotland have a leo-al 
birlhtoight claim to part of the profits arising from the 
~l~rgy .Reserves t.u Canada. The proof of this po­
sItion ~Ill not detaIl? me long. It only requires the 
quotatlon of two artIcles of the Act of Union of Eng­
land and Scotland. 

"ARTlnE I.-That the tw~ Kingdoms of Eng-
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., laul\ and Scotlalld shall UPOll the f11'~t cia,- of May, 
" "ivhich shall be in the Year one thous;nd seve!! 
"handred ~nd sevell, and' for e,-('r after, be united 
"into one Kin~dom by the Name of Great-Britain; 
" and that the Ensigns Armorial of the said Un,ited 
" Kingdom be such as her Majesty shall appoint, 
" ~nd the Crosses of St. George and St. Alldre'w be 
"conjoined in such manner as Her Majesty shall 
'" think fit, and used in all Flags, Bllnntmi; Stall­
", dards, and Ensigi]S, both at sea and l~nd." -

" ARTICLE 4.-That all thc'subjects of the United 
" Kingdom of Great Britairt shall, from and and af­
" tel' the Union, have full freedom and intercom·se 
" oftradeand navigation to and from any port or 
" place within the said United Kingdom, and the do­
", niini-ons alid plantations ~h~r.eunto. belonging! antI 
" that 'there be a' commulllcation of all other fIghts, 
"privileges, and advantages, which do or may be­
" long to the subjects of either Kingdom: except 
"where it is otherwise expressly agreed' in these 
" Articles." , , ' 

Canada was conquered in 1750, not by England, 
not by Scotland, but by Great Britain; and there­
fore, any right, privilege and advantage, epjoyed by 
the Clergy of the Religion established in England 
ought equally to' belong to the' Clergy of the Religi­
on ~stablished in Scotland, as clearly as th.at the 
manners of Greenock and Glasgow have ali equal 
right with the mariners of Liverpool and London, to 
navigate in the St. Lawrence and Ontario. 

Why our Legislatol's born north of the Tweed, 
and especially why the Clergy of the Church of 
Scotland, have hitherto silently alldwed the rights, 
privileges, and advantages, of their Church, secu­
red to them as a birth-right by the valour and virtue 
of their fathers, to be taken from them in the N otth 
American Colonies, by art and influence, is not ea­
sily conjectured. 

Are my clDlllJDtrymen unacquainted that there are 
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rights, priyilt;ges, and' advUlltages, wh~ch .. t.heir i\a­
tionalChurch ought t,,? possess 111 the BntIsh Pro­
,·iuces of North Amerlca ? Let them rea,d and under­
btand the Quebec Act an,l the, Act of UniQn of Scot-
land and England. . . 

Are my countrymen unacquainted with the value 
of these rights,.privikges, and advantages, to them­
selves and the nation? A ,portion of the prqfits 
arising frpm the allottmcnt of the seventh part of the 
Lands in C3,Ilada. wpuld plqnt Ministers and School­
masters <;If the Church of Scotland in every township 
ill these Colonies, and a ,University in KingstQII or 
)lontreal. And what have ,these effected in fkot­
land sittce 1 I?S8 ? They have Changed the Scottish 
peasantry frQm being poor, ignorant,. idle and wick­
ed, to be comfortable, enlightended, industrioWl, and 
mora}; ,md would to certainty produce the SaIlle· ef­
fects in Canada. 

Episcopacy.alou!I can never produce these results. 
For the genius of Episcopacy is in opposition to the 
genius of We people. However EJ1lscopa1ial1s, oc­
cupying Jhe I'rincipal places of trust, po·wer, and 
ernolume.J;lt under Gpvernrnent, may .sen(i hOlQ.e in­
flated statements, and by adqress a.nd infh.le)We de­
ceive the British Government and pepple, truth will 
at last prevail.: . 

Are my countrymen unacquainted with the num­
bers atta<;hed to the Church of Scotland who reside 
in Brit~sh N orth ~erica, ~~d consequently with the 
expedIency of theIr -obtammg from His Majesty's 
Government the rights of their National Church? 
Surely it is obvious that while two families have e: 
qual rights to a patrimony, the decision which gives 
~h~ w~ole t!l one of them cannot be just. And the 
mJ~tic.e will be more remarkable if the favoured 
f~y IS the ~east n~erous. Yet this decision, mu­
iatUi m!ltandls, has, ~ elfect, been given and acted 
upon lU these Provmces. The members of the 
Church of England, the least numerous family, re-
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ceive, in the Canadas alone not less than £12 000 
Sterling Annually, from the Parent State; while'the 
Members of the Church of Scotland, the most l1U­

mer,?u8 fami/.y, ,\'ith two inconsiderable exceptions, 
~eceive nothll1g. And as part of the fu~ds for pay_ 
mg ~he Clergy of the Church of England m this coun­
try IS taken from the Revenue of the British Empire, 
the Members of the Church of Scotland pay not on­
ly the ,v-Role ~tipend.gin~n to their own Clergy, but 
part of the stipend gIVen to the Clergy of tlle Church 
of England. Thus tlley are lirst deprived of their 
birtll-right patrimony, then taxed from their hard 
earnings to support the rich family by wh0m they 
have been deprived of it. 

That the Members ofthe Church ofScotiand, res­
ident in the North American Provinces, are more 
numerous than the Members of the Church of Eng­
land, is generally admitted ; but the verified num­
bers of each I have not been able to procure. The 
foHowmg statemt;nt, relati~e .to Upper Canada, I 
have good authOrity for behevmg to be correct. 

The number of Communicants of the Church of 
Srotlimd in KINGSTON last year was 114, and in one 
cOilgregation of the Churoh of Scotland in Glengary 
Was .'>00. 

In Bellville, the professors of the Church of En~­
land, and who attend Church two or three times a 
year, are about 50, in a population of 600; and the 
communicants last year were 16. On ~ood Fri?ay 
the Clergyman preached to U cOllgregatlOn of nme, 
<»Ie of whom caIne to hire a pew, antI three were 
Presbyterians. 

IIi Bath tbe number that attends the Church of 
England lluctuatesfrom 30 to 60. Of these many are 
not Episcopalians. And last year only 15 persons 
partook ofthe Sacrament of the Lord's Supper. 

It is stated that -Methodism prevails among the 
people; and that Episcopacy, which made ~10 pro­
gress when not opposed, is now unable to WIthstand 
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the assaults of Sectarians, supported by the favor of 
the people. 

In many of the Districts of Upper Canada, the 
professors of the Church of England are believed 
not to constitute one-twelfth of the population. In 
them all, the proportion in favor of the Churc~ of 
Scotland is believed to be much greater; and IIllght 
be increased by an active and pious Ministry, ma­
king proselytes of neutrals,-fixing those who waver 
between Episcopacy and fanaticism, and recalling 
to the Church of their forefathers many who have 
joined Sectarians, because Ministers of the ChW"ch 
of Swtland were not placed in their vicinity. 

For these reasons I hope it will appear obvious 
that it is not only justice, but the soundest policy, 
that Government should afford the Members of the 
Church of Scotland in these Provinces, the benefits 
Df a religious instruction, according to the rites of 
their national Church-and that it is neither justice 
nor sound policy that Government should afford ex­
clusive support to Episcopacy in these Provinces. 

Or, finally, are my countrymen unacquainted with 
the means they should employ for obtaining the rights 
of the Church of Scotland in British North America1 

Two methods present themselves; an application 
to the local LegislatW"es, or an application to the Im­
perial Government. 

The first method appears liable to insuperable ob­
jections, at least in Upper Canada. 

I.-Because the Legislature of Upper Canada ei­
ther do not understand, or disregard, the rights,of 
the Church of Scotland. They have enacted, for 
example, that a Clergyman of the Church of Scot­
land must appear before six Canadian Magistrates, 
and pay 58. for an authority to celebrate Matrimony, 
and then ~nly to c.ertain of his own community, or 
congr.egabon ; .as if the regularl~ ordained Clergy­
~an of our natlO!1al Church reqwred any authority 
trom a local LegIslature to celebrate Marriage ·in a 
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Colony conquered by Britain since the Fnioll 01 
Scotland and EnglalHt 

2.-Because the Members of the LegislaCye Coun­
cil all being Epi~eopalians, and a leading Oli, among 
them a Clergyman of ;lie El'! ,copal Church, who 
~as formerly a Presbyterian, but now employs hi~ 
mfluence and pen <1!.';ainst the Church of his l:<lti\{~ 
Country, it is not probable tInt any tl'~'ctment ~i-illg' 
the Church of Scotbnd an elpl,dir:, with th~ Clllin:il 
of England would pass through their hou~·e. And 
such was the opinion entcrtailled 1,), the House of 
~ssem.bl.r, ,rhen, in l::<~·l, with a L10wiedge and 
liberality that does them honour, they lait! the claims 
of the Church of Scotland at the foot ofthe ThronC'. 

S.-Because the Legislatures of these Provinces 
have no power to abrogate the national ri~;hts of the 
Church of Scotland, but probably would ,N;Ume it 
when legislating on the subject. 

4.-Because it would be unworthy of the Church 
of Scotland that her rights should be declared and 
defined by any authority, except that of the Imperia! 
Parliament. 

It is, therefore, an application to the Imperial 
Government that must be made for an enactment of 
the Imperial Parliament, 11 ECLARI~G the rights of 
the Church of Scotland in Canada. And to obtain 
such enactment through the int!uC'Hce of youI' Lord· 
ship, is the object of this Letter. And my hopes 
are sanguine that this object "ill be oblai"eti wIllIe 
your Lordship is Prime Minister of Britain-not on 
.account of the representations in this Letter, but of 
the strength of the claims, anti on account of the ta­
lent and enlightened liberality which, at present, 
beyond all previous periods, ebracterisc the mea· 
sures of the British Govcmment. 

The claims of' the Church of Scotland to the same 
~ncouragemellt as the Church of England in the Bri­
tIsh Provinces of North AmerIca, are founded 011 

justice, and the Act of Union of Scotland and Ellie' 
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land; and your Lordship is not a Lauderdale, an 
Aberdeen, or a Perth, to propagate Episcopacy, 
by persecuting Presbyterians, nor to suffer an Arch 
Bishop Sharp to influence your Lordship's Counse15. 

I have the honor to be, 
My l.ord, 

Your Lordship's 
Most Obedient, 

Most humble Servant, 
A PROTESTANT OF THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAl"lI. 

Kingston, Upper Canada, 1st June, 1826. 

PRfNTEn EY JAMts l'tU,CF,!:RLMn:. 
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