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PROVERBS, XXIV. 21. 

My ~ON, FEAR THOU THE LORD AN" THE KING; AND MEI)Dl.J: NOT 

WITH THEM THAT AILE GIVEN TO CHAN"E. 

. WHEN a d~ring spirit of anarchy, and cone 
fusion seems to prevail through the world, it be­
comes the duty of every man, whose situation in 
life gives him the opportunity, to' inculcate the 
lessons of obedience and subordination, contained 
in the words of the tet.::t ; and to endeavor to ex­
tinguish that toroh of sedition, which in the hands 
of a few misguided zealots is ready to scatter fire 
and devastation through the land. 

I need not tell you that the book of Proverbs, 
from which these words were taken, was penned 
by that excellent spirit of wisdom which descend­
eth from above ; and is therefore deserving of our 
highest attention. And indeed ~ere we ignorant 
of this circumstance, the various precepts it con· 
ta:ns, would sufIiciently recommend themselves to 
our esteem; by their intrinsic worth and impor­
tance, being grounded on unquestionable truth, 
expressed in very intelligible language; and by 
their sententious brevity, easy to be retained. We 
are 11,)t, however, vainly to imagine, that all the 
precepts there delivered are to be understood in 
a rigorous strictness of speech, or ill the utmost se;. 
verity of construction. vVe are rather to interpret 
them according to that equitable consideration of 
circumstances and times, whiGh every general proQ 
position- requires; . which, though generally true 
and fitting, will always admit of some exceptions. 
Thus.fOf example, when the wise king teUs us, 
"' tL'a;n up a child in the way he should go, and, 



when he is old, he will not depart from it ;H w.e 
can have no doubt of the g.eneral truth and propri­
ety of the precept. But should we from then~ 
conclude, that no child, who has been well educa­
ted, ever deviates from the good way, in which he 
has been trained; we should only expose ourselves 
to' rfdi~ule~ by con,~ra~<;ting the e~perience C!f all 
ages. :for,' t~lOugh thy gryater part of thosewhq 
f~ll under the j~st pun~shment of the law~ owe 
their J;uin, to' a negl~cted' o~ vi,ciollS educa: 
tion ; yet there are too In any also among~t them" 
the unhappy offspring of virtuous, an~ honest 
parents, 'o/hom no precepts of wisdom could 
qmtroul, whom n(l influence of example could 
sway, whom no iestriUnt~ of parental auth011ty 
couIg guan~ from destructio~ : andj with the 
s,ame yquita:l;>le ~on~ruction, we ar~ to understand 
that precept in the tex~, w.hich, for~ids usto med-. 
dJe with them that are given to change. For, 
~hough t~ery' tan be i10' doubt . th!l;t a med­
Idling and contentious Spirit, wbich is ever hunting 
after ~ma~inary grievances and <;auses of 9-iscon: 
tent, IS highly to be condemned, ;m~ avoided \ 
yet, op. the other hand, there are occasions, where 
. c4ange beco~nes ne~essary, and where t4e firs~ 
principles of natur~, and of soCi~ty, and ofi'easort, 
~all upon us to meddle ",ith them that are O'iven 
~o change; and i.~ tl,le 'same qualified sense 

0 
also, 

(j,re we ~o understand the precept,' here delivered; 
of fearmg the king. ]'earis in itself th!? most ig~ 
:I).,Oble passion, that inhapits the huma,n bI:east. If 
we cO.nsider. its' origin, it is ~ver the'child of guilt, 
9:nd dIsobedience: for when man came' from the 
hands of'his Maker~, pur~ and' llnspo~ted, he was 
fearless, because he was mnocent, blltrio sooner 
1lad he lost that innocence, than fear succeeded­
.,' r heard thy yoice."saiil Ollr uribappYfirst pa~ 
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f!'lI'\t to,l~is offended God, " and was afraid. U ~fi' 
t!Ierefore, our fear of th~ king should ongmate in 
conscious guilt, or the dread of impending evil, i~ 
would be slavisJl and abject; I and, therefore we 
. can never suppos¢ it to be recomlJlellded to us by 
t~~ pen of iIl;spiI'ed wisdom, and, indeed, who 
:yould wish to instil into the breasts of their sub~ 
Jects, §uch a fear as this? except such ~nonsters 
i~ human sllapet, as a Tiberius or !1 Caligula, who 
could willingly be co~t~nt to be hated, so long as 
tolley were feared~ But, the fear.llere recommend-. 
ed, is a filial sense of love and duty; which will 
lead us to show our reverence to the king, by a 
s,trict obedience to his )aws, 3;nrl by a just respect 
to his person and government~ ~n one word, it is. 
what the apostle Peter me.3:ns, when he commands 
us " to fear God, and honor the kjngY Having 
thus cleared the words of the text, frolJl those in,,: 
convenient consequences, whi~h would follow 
:fi'om too strict and rigorous an interpretation of 
them; I shall proceyd to lay before you~ 
. 1st Whywe should fear God; 

~d rhe duty of honouring the ~ing; and 
3d The danger of meddling with such as 

~re given to change~ . 
I am, then 1st to inquire why we should fear: 

God : Before howeyer I proce€!d to this part of 
:t;ny subject, it may be necessary to remark, that it 
is comrnon in scripture to describe religion in ge~ 
neral by some particular leading branch of it. 
The fear of vod is often made use offor this pur~ 
pose, as in that passage, " There shall be no want 
to them that fear him." It may, therefore, sig~ 
nify those, who have a sincere and unfeigned reo 
gard to the commandments of God, and have 
chosen him. as their porti011 and hope; those, who 
d,esire and dese~:ve to be distinguish(:;d from tll~ 
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p;'-I~:m'~ dC:1pi;3er, the secure formalist, or the dilil. 
g'JiseJ. hypociite ? Those in a ~ord, who are, and, 
who (L::211'e to appear, to us in the strong' lan­
f,1'F;),'8 of scriuture, "upon the Lord's side. " in 
~;:\~.;,~ Stl'\1l"/~' and who resol'Ve, with Joshua, that 
wl:~I[:::".2;: ~JkfSdo, i{u their part they will serve 
tiL Lod. But I cannot help thinking, we may 
aho ",~'ith gr<;at safety explain the words in a close:r 
and. s>:.:i,:cer s~nse ; and !IDPpose, that, by fearing 
G (,d, is to be und~rstood' a due reverence for hii 
i,.;ln:ite '~il;:1j('cjLy. a humble ven~ration for his sa­
c:::e't ,J,IJ'·hcH";ty. This is a most excellent fence or 
g-".n;d '.:.) the conscience in an evil time, and a no­
ble lre'8r\l~,tive from the spreading infection and 
1l,s;'L:ll:l'~il12; poison of prevailing or fashionabll; 
!:::'" .It is the usual character of a dissolute age 
to have ca:;t oX £;:;::;r, to treat the most sacred' 
tUn{',c Y'l!h scorn; and to look upon that holy so. 
L,-jltdeto aV,)ld sin, which appears in the' carri· 
¢~'" ;;:l~d b,,!=;ila:;e of a child of God, as a_mark of 
.~.r'''' ... -',.....rr, 01" .(.~.)l.pC''i'''''' ~-\:.'l"l-":· (1 I"ll ~UC'llan<l e ~'''''''.'L.'' On) "C··_hdC,J.' v< "'LH .L,. ~l ,.' i?' on£; 
:,.i:.,:" re:1rs God is well ck;;crl,ed by the l'Tophet 
j.:",~',~:i. " But to tlli~ r:.:::m will I look, evento him 
-t __ :,": 1~ ;',YJ!' :?i;1J of a contrite spiJ;it, and trembleth 
f~t "" "v/f_ild .. '" 

It lS now my bmine,;s, under this head to men.,. 
fL' i ,,~Ele of the Il"my reas~ms, why we should b~ 
j','.fc.i,Lda:rly at~ci~bE: to this duty }<tuel let it suf. 
£.-2, lJ~ i::fJy, to tOllch ul}on the, foul' following at 
pr;:~~~'j~t~ -

" ," I'," 11 > d . ' I 
J. • L L 18 an eXCe'.rCTI'·c guar 37,2:11".St t le com~ 
~, ('.. 1,' "'j • .., . '-. 

1::_'.: ,"1:.;1} cor ';;11, tJ.}a~: sm WJLcn constltutes OW depra~ 
,·~ty> ~i;-d which IS ii,c f~'uitful source of all our mis~ 
:r~,. T:j,; llppears, at fir:ot ~j:;:;t, fi'em w:hat bs been 
f~~\~ ')f its !Jd~lre. .(';3'-' t}1e man knv.Y ~:1i~;ly and 
"1"'\-.C·I"'t;--l" c,,·, aga1Y'st G· -', h " 1-' 4..t~LU .......... _r/.., _1.) ,! • ..:..j, ... __ "\11." "110 as ~~ SUHa,Jj~ 

~,--.:j}'':C l~r li.~s'{~i\:-ln~·;l hi;~ p.c-~'f,~~tio"L;~, L~J ~:.:l1(~r~~(:tcr, 
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iandhi~ goV'ermn:ent upon his spirit ? No, the' Y~ry 
dea. of his being under the immediate eye.oh~at 
God, who is a solemn witness to all his tr;;.11'":1C­

't;ions; a holy and a just God, to whom he L~.! .. 'ot 
shortly give an account of alhhe deeds done in 
the body; would check his career and d:::,tel' n:m 
from sin. Think you, my brethren, that the de­
bauchee who gives himself up to idlen;233 andr-r6-
fane company; who wastesAvhole dnYf, and it 
may he nights, in the tavern, at the ga!ling hJ}Ie, 
or in places of a .still more infamous character, 

_ that he can have the fear of God before hi:; qes? 
Verily no, it is because he is destitute of this prin­
Ciple, that the sinner restrains prayer before ('~d ; 
that he dares to take his sacred name, in a profane 
manner, in his unhallowed lips; that he dares to 
get drunk; commit uncleanness; lie; profane the 

. sabbath of the Lord; steal; or otherwis~ defraud 
his neigh.bour. The fear of the Lord would ef­
:fectually engage him to forsake these andallvthcr 
vicious courses. It would strip temptation of its 
charms and disarm it of its forces. Hence tile 
fear of the Lord, and departing from evil., rure 
used as phrases of the same import. "Behold 
the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom, and to de~ 
'part from evil is understanding.'; And we :read~ 
" the fear of tbe Lord is to hate evil," and, .'(.y 
the fear of the Lord men depart from £V'J.>~ 
This is the sense, in which the fear of the Lord is 
clear, 'enduring forever. It not only d2tern us 
.from sin, and guards us against it; but, as ~ 
been already suggested, it excites and stimuhtes 
us to study a thorough confonnity in heart to the 
approving will of God. Hence the v.pcstle ex­
horts us, " to cleanse ourselves from all :filtL~n<ess 
of flesh and spirit, perfectingholi:r;lcss in th~ :52ar, 

. ;of the Lord." 
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~d; it greatly assists Us il~ the'ng~t pcr!oi:m: 
knee of duty. I mean here the duties we owe 
more-immediately to the inost high God, Tl).ese; 
my brethren; are numerous andjm.portant.They' 
nre secret; private and public; ,They are to be 
performed in the closet; the family; all~ the sar.'C'" 
tuary ; nor is it possible for us, to be .fhe .true, dis~ 
ciples of Christ, Without a conscientious attehd~ 
ance upon them. And you Will further please to 
observe, God justly requires th€J should be pert 
formed in a humble and devout, a spiritu~l and 
Slllcere manner~ This our Loi'd teaches us witIt 
great care: ,i God is a spirit, ana they tha~ WOl'; 

ship him, must worship .him in spirit,and in 
truth." But to all this, the fear of the LQrd, as 
already described; greatly contributes. For ill 
proportion as this fear or reverence towards God 
prevails in us, will the heart be fixed upon him, 
the glorious obje~t of our worship, in every duty: 
In proportion hereto, we shall be guarded against 
those vain and wandering thoughts that eat out 
the very soul of our duties, and. degrade them in­
to empty formality; God requires, with great so­
lemnity, " my son, give me thine heart." A pre­
cept that particularly binds us in this case of dit­
ty; for oilr God looketh at the heart . principally 
in all our approaches to him; and indeed he ha'S 

. a special respect to it in all our conduct. Again, 
it greatly tends to invigorate the graces Qf the 
spirit in the soul, and to call them forth into live­
ly exercise. The more this fear of God governs 
the man; the more active and vigorous will,. his 
graces be., For the sanle views of the perfec­
tions,character and christ of God, that are the 
source of the one, v·ill promote the other; Our 
ti~e. doe,S notiadmit of '. shewiI).g you here how 
this IS effected. It must sufffce at Dre~l1t to ob. 
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~,~rve. t1u't 5.0 it is ~ ~nd XQU, ~~. e~i1y perceive 
now a spmt ot devotIOn IS hereby promoted. Fot 
th~ ,pro~r,exercise of faith;. hope, I;tnd, love t9 
God,aIid delight iIi him ih duty, is that in' which 
the, ~~ii:it cOnsists; '" giit the more this is in exer­
Cise, the mpre easy, delightful and spiritual 'will 
bur duties be; 

3d. This fear of God, excit@s tis to the import .. 
ant .d,i.l.ty of watchfUlness, and greatly assists there­
iri. Thei:e is no duty of the christian lire .more 
freqlletiHy and strongly enjoined in the sacred" ora­
des thali thfs; You hear our Lord say, " watch 
and Imiy" that ye eriternOt into temptation.'~ 
And again'; " and what I say unto you, I say 
unto all, watch." Td this piirpose are the wotds 
of tne 'Apostle., ~, Watch ye, stand fast iri, the 
faith; quit you like men, be l'\trol1g. C6ntique 
in prayers, and watch in the same With thanks­
givirig/'To whIch accord~ his eihot'tation to 
Timothy: " But watch thqu in all things. I! And 
did our bme arunit of considering here the many 
~mar~s to which God's own people are exposed 
in this life; snares that arise from the temptation 
'of Satan, the alhirements of the world, ahd. the 
depraved tempers arid passions of the human 
lieal~, youwo'uM easily perceive the utility, im­
poitanc~ antl necessity o( this duty. There are 
none of all the duties of the christian life, that 
nave a more irhmediate and powerful influen,.ce 
on the peace of our own mmds, or our confoi-mity 
to Golil. It must therefore be a singular favour 
to be properly excited to it, and assisted in the 
exercise of it. But this is the o1fice of that fear' 
of God which our text enjoins,-' as appears from 
what has been said of its nature. For the ma~ 
who fears God in the manner explained, will' nqt 
enly watch against every kind of sin, ~ut also 

B 
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t1tuse circumstances'of temptation' that l'ea:d lli 
it. 

4ih. GOD recommends this duty to our study 
and practice, by his divine authority .. , Tli'is ~¢ 
do~s by the high encomium~ he bes.tow~ on It, 
~hd that with this express VIew. ,. It IS wIsdom, it 
is ungerstanding.. T~us in Job: ., Behol<Ltne 
fear of the Lord; that is wisdom, and to depart 
from evil is understanding/' And in Proverbs.: 
'" the fear of the Lord is the beginnin§ of know­
~edge ;" 01' as the Hebrew wotd wilJ well admit 
of being rendered; it is the principal, or gra:nd 
cons.tltuel)t part of true knowledge. ,And again', 
.. the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom-;, 
and the knowledge of the holy, is understand-iog.n 

The fe:;t!; of the Lord-is strong confidence; and 
his' cliildren shall have a place' of refuge. The. 
fear of the Lord isa fountain af .life" to depart 
from the snares of death .. " Add to all this" the 
duty before us is matter of exptess command, as 
in oUr text,' fear God. 

Secondly, after this ~cessar1 fear of God, th~ 
wis¢ Author of my texttec.6inmends t1;1e duty of 
fearing, ~l' honouiing the King. . 

:And for the performance of this duty, howe~ 
vel: little, at ptesent" regarded, afnoIig the numer;:-
6us del.nagqgiIes, woo are daily starting out of 
the ptolin-csoil of faction, niany and cogent rea:' 
sons may be assigned. 

lSt •. KINGS ate GOD'S deputIes ... or Vicegerents, 
hereupon earth. They derive their power from 
him, and are the instruments, which .his providence' 
has made choice 6f; to govern and protect the. 
world in peace 'ahd quietness. And this was not 
only c1ea~"Jy'allowed by Christ and his Apostles, 
in their Jlbctrihes, but was also fully confirmed by 
their own pl"actice and demeanour. Thus, when 
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the tribute money was brollght to our Saviour· 
let the rights of ClEsar be what they would, h; 
clearly determines that it is a duty to render unto 
Cresar the things that are ClEsar's. Nor is there 
a single word in the writings of the Apostles, 
which tends either to the questioning, or limitam 

tion of the powers in being, for sunk and debase4 
~s those powers were, the disciples of Christ COll,.. 

sidered them as ordained of God; aI].d theref9re. 
ih aJl ~h~ngs law~ul and honest, s~lewed a ready 
and wilhng obedience to them, wIthout pretend .. 
jng to dispute, controul, or subvert their authori .. 
ty. And in their doctrines, instead of inyestiga= 
ting the origin of government, or defining the 
prerogative of princes, or stating the pretended 
unalienable rights of individuals ; the novel lan­
guage of modern days, they exhort men in the 
strongest terms, to obey such as have the rule 
Over them ; "to submit to every ordinance of 
man, for the Lord's sake: to pray for Kings, and 
all that are in authority." And both the Apos­
tles, Peter and Paul, threaten such as despise do­
minion, and spea~ evil of dignities, with ~ome 
heavy judgement, which our translators render. 
by the severe word dammttion. And indeed the 
very heathens theJIlselves, so clearly S!lW the ne .. 
cessity of supporting the "dignity of imperial chao 
racters, that we find the ROlllans constantly stiling· 
their magistrates sacred; that so having as it 
were, the name and character of God upon them, 
the people ~ight reverence thei~ p~rsons. and 
venerate their office. Nor was thIs Wise and sa~ 
lutary idea removed, till the violence of tribunicial. 
phrmp':Y levelled all distinctions, and converted" 
the mildl1ess of a dutiful and submissive people" 
into the savage fury 9f a wild and ungov~rn~Ie,~ 
PlOllster. 



.2d. W e ~re bo.und by every principle o.f gLatt •. 
tude, to. ho.no.ur Kings, lJoth Dn ac~o.unt Df the, 
tro.ubles they undergo. in t~e necessary adminis-. 
tration Qf go.verm;nent, ang also. in respect qf the 
benefits accruing to. us frDm their care and atten­
tio.n. +lier~ ~re I believe, few cro.wns, .which,are 
~Dt, like that of our gre~t Itlaster, phlteq. with 
thrDns: I me~n.th3:teveryprince W~D pays a due 
regard to. the duties of his. statio.n, is in ~ state Df 
co.ntinual anxiety. The redress Qf gro.wing grie-: 
vances must spring fro.m his paternal fo.resight and 
affectio.n. The mis~alp~s ox :.;ni~carriages Df his 
ministers, wound; his reputatidn, and w~at is still 
mo.reaggravating, the wisdo.nt o.f the prince is to.D 
often . unju~t1.Y traduced, fo.r t~~ pe9ple's fDlly, 
~hich will npt suffer him to. pursue' tIle ne<;essary 
tpeasures. fDr the surPo.rt Df his dignity, ~nd the 
safety o.f his kingdDm, so. that w~a~ the RDman an· 
nalist said Df wa;r, J1lay nDt unfi.tly b,e applied to. 
gDvernment.. "This is the. hard, and l,mjust cDndi. 
tiDn of war ~ every Dne lays cla.im to. a share Df its 
prDsperous evynts : its luiscarria,ges are imputed to.. 
one alone." Again, the h,eight of a p_rince's' sjtua. 
tioa sets him a;bo;ve all the dearest pleasm;es .. of sDcie-. 
ty and friends~ip, and in their pla<::e substitutes all 
the forms and impertinence o.f ceremDnial restraint: 
he can neither sit ~own, withDut care, nDr walk a· 
brDad ~ithDut trDub~e : so. that he is certainly lells to. 
be enVledfDr the pageantry which accompanie~him, 
than to. be pitied fo.r the hard$ipil it brings with it. 
And. therefDre,. if Kings, fDr the sake Df public ad. 
vantage, and the secm:ity of individuals, will subjeGt 
themselves to. th.ese inco.nvenien~es, it is certainly 
the duty of subjects, in return, to. pay every rea· 
sonable -acknowledgement Df gratitude, and res~ 
pec~ tDwards them. And thi~ first, by reverencing 
the~r persons and go.verIlJllen:. It has been tOI) 
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much the fashion of the present times to rail at 
~uperiors and, to speak i:!vil of such things as we 
40 not lln4erstapd, f1.ndwhicldn fact cio not be~ 
long to "\IS if we ili.d, put men woulci 40 well tQ 
!,eIll,E}!l!qer ~hattho' this may fQr a time, answer 
the purp6se~ of P3fty, by distressing t110s~ to whom, 
the puqlic w~lffl,re is intrus,ted, yet it is ever at­
~ended with the greatest d~nger to '~1l2 by ooliter­
acting thpse ideas of SU1>Ofdiril;1:tiQn from the mind!;! 
of the Jlopulace, without which no society, can 
long SUPSiSL Fo).' it E\ho~d always 1!e remembered~ 
that th<t macif\~ss of the people, when onCE; eX'cited. 
becomes like the raging of the waves, fi~n~e and 
llncontJ;olaqle, and has 110t "\-mfrequently, over ... 
""helmed those very persons-, who have bee~J: the 
most forw~rq. in e~citing ~t. llowever, therefore, 
we may ~iffer in opini()n from those who govern, 
we ought to be €t;tre~n.ely c!}utioU;s of expressing 
~nydisr~spect fllr th~ir per~ons, or of weakening 
~he oper;],tions ()f their government, by an incauti~ 
ous or in~elIlp~r?tte ce*uJ;e of its, measures. 

3d. We otIght to slww Qur respecttq the King 
\>y a re.~dy ()bfd;ience to his l;tws. ',fo obey, we 
are told in holy writ" is, ~tter t1:t~n sacrifice, and 
'to har¥:e.n~ than the fat of r:,tIll,s. And if this be 
the Gare ev~n. of King's thymselves; in relation t~ 
God, w.ho in th,at resp~~~ are no other than sub. 
jects t() the I\ing of Kings, it cannot be oth~rwise 
with us whq ar~ thei~' s1,lbjects. And )-Vhatever 
men may pretend under the speciolls names of pa.., 
triotism' Ot public good, it is as great a solecism'in 
'Eoli tics,' fQr, a ~an to c;tll himself a good subj ect, 
,who lives in contempt ~n.d defiance of the laws of 
~is country, a:llit is in religion,. for a man to call 
himself a good christian, who lives in direct con. 
tradiction to the Iaws of God. Such a mask is too 
tbin to deceive ~n;; but the. creq,ulous anp.untl,link. 



ipg vulga.r, @cl willl1ever impose Qn mose wno 1Il 
political as well as religious matters" think it the 
wisest and saf~$t way not to give credit to every' 
pretender to superior ~xc~llence, on his own word" 
put ratj:ler to judge of th~ tree py its fruits, . 

,Lastly, we ought to shew'Qur respt.lct to the lGng' 
~ut not meddli~g with those whQ are ,given to' 
ch~nge. ',fhe ne<;essary qualifications whIch some, 
politicians have. required in a leader of faction, are 
much eloquence arid little underst~ding: much 
¢loquence to persuacle and mislead others, but no~ 
understanding enough, to foresee the d~nKers aris" 
ing from hi~ own conduct; lest he should be discour~ 
;iged from his ruin~)U:;> enterprizes, ,And men of 
ihese qualification& are to be [011114 in every state, 
who under pretence of redressing imagil1;lry grie .. 
vanc~s, Or of reformi.ng' abuses, . which nyver exist~ 
~d, are eVer ready to, turp the world upside down, 
B,utbefore men give way to their insidious har .. 
/lngues, they would do well to l;!onsicle1" what the 
experience of ~ll ages will te!Lch them, that; how ... 
ever spicious the pretences of su<;h demagogues 
may be, self i*erest generally lie at the bottom' of 
all they do, or say ~ t):uit, however sOJUC grieva:nces 
may and must exist, eV(jn in the best· and wisest 
civil constitutions, yet that an imperfect ad!llinis­
tration is preferable to that anarchy anci violence~ 
whic~ alwa,ys follo~vs the subversion of legal an~ 
settled govetnzrieht" "and lastly, that however the 
powers of government m,ay change hands, yet that 
the people are seldQm gaillers by the change, 
And should any m~il doubt the trut:L1. of these 
positions, we need only refer him to the (:!onsicler­
ation of those unhappy times in Great Britain, 
when regal authority w~s abolished, and the pow. 
ers of government. usurped by factious ~~stlJJbers 
qr ca,ntin~ zealots; Or again, 1;<> t4Qse S1,icc~ssiv~ re.,' 
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tol';ltions in the Rornan 'sta~e, bywhich the' go~~ 
ermng powers were transferred~ in turns, t{} 
Kings, consuls, tribunes; tnumverates, decemvi:. 
rates;andemp'erbrs~ llltl in ea'ch of whIch th'e 
people,evershifting, ever:restless, gained only in 
accumufated, load of misery 'and oppression. If 
indeed our cohstitutiona:11ib'{\'rties were taken from 
us, if we Were fQrcibly dess~&ed of oui' property, 
if the laws were trampled undel' foot, ',and the 
iron hand of power, or the, wide stretched grasp of 
prerogati~e, were ready to snatch away Our sacred 
claims or ehaIteted rights, we ~ight then justly 
,complain, and think it time tcdook for expedient,s 
and defenders., But the revl:Yrse of all thes~ 
things is true ; and for a striking proof of this, I 
need only appeal singly to ,the impartiality with 
which justice is ,administered to all fan~s of peo ... 
pIe, by m,en of Mlrning and talents, and now hap:. 
pily independent of the will of the erown ;.to con~ 
'yince every reasonable man that he is a free'mem~ 
ber of the most mild, wise, and' equitable Kover}:l:­
IDeIit in the world, which therefore it is hiS' inter~ 
est as ~ell as his duty tosupp6tt by every ~ar~ 
pi' cheerful obedience in himself, and by discourag­
ing every factious innovation in otheL's, Let 
therefore, past ex'pel'~ence teach,!Is wisdO:ni ; and 
whilst we set every man under hIS own Vine, and 
under his own fig tree; ~et us fear God, 'and, honour 
'the King. ,Let uS study toCbe gl'eat" without pI'e~ 
tending to interfere ih things which tio way be:' 
long to lis, and without meddling with those that 
aregivin to chang~ .. 
W~ are assembled'here this day, to return our 

thanks to the Almighty God, fqi the many unm$!',:, 
ited acts of kindness which he hath shew~d unto 
US., By the Providence of God, we have been 
delivered in several wstaiices {tom out . enernies. 



Ail their schemes for our subjugatiOn, hp;ve as ye~ 
proved abortive. Let us then be thankful, and 
liclhiowledgethe ProvidericeofGod, which watch;; 
es over the fate of nations, arid which has presenT. 
ed this ProVince iri the most perilous and critical 
ciftlhristances. Does not this then afford some 
ground to hope~ that if we by the gra~e ,of God; 
endeavour to render ourselves worthy of the divine 
protediOli; it will be once more _extended to us, 
and that by a speedy arid effcdiuill'eformation of 
our hearts and lives, we may remove or lighten 
those heavy judgements, which our iniquIties have 
now most justly drawn down upoii us. What 
inay be iIi the councils of the Most High r what 
mighty changes he may he now meditating jri 'the 
system of human affairs, he aloile cim tell. But in 
the midst of this awful Suspetlce, while the fate of 
empires hangs tremblirig on his i'esoh:es, of one 
thing at least we are absOluielycertaih; that it is 
better to have him for our friend than our en~ 
emy. If by our infidelity, bur itl,lpiefy, out liber~ 
.tinism, our disregard to the Lord's day, out inat. 
tention to family worship, and i:leglect of secret 
prayers, our ill timed gaiety, arid ,vinton profuse­
ness iri the very face of public distress, we auda~ 
ciously insUlt his admonitions. and bi'ave his ut­
moot vengeance; what elSe can ,,'e e:x:pect, but 
that every thing which ought naturally to be the 
means of our stability,will be converted into in:, 
struments of our destruCtion ? But if on' the con­
trary, by reverencing the judgemtents of God, and 
returning fo that allegiance 'vh~ch we owe him, 
we again put ourselves ull,der' his protection, he 
may still as he has often done, dispel the douds 
that hang over us ~ or if for wise reasons, he suf­
fer them to gather and datken upon us, he may 
make even th~. in th.e final result. conduce to our 
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real welfare.. Let, then, all the wise and the eoed 
in every party and denomination of men.amon o' u~, 
(for they al;e in eve):y one tobe foubd) ~tand fgrtn 
in the present erigcnty as one tnan; to assist and 
befriend their cO'untry, and as the Roman trium~ 
vers, g a,re up each hi3 friend for the destruction, 
'@[ the s~at~llet evety onB,.ilOw give uP, his favo. 
nte pte Judices, systems, mterests, resentments, 
and coill1edions !orthe pres(?rtJation of it. Our 
satetycometh flen:. the Lotd, who' :hath '. made 
heaven and earth. Ifhe be [ol"m we', rre'ed not 
apprehend wl1:1t man ca~1 do, if he go not -forth 
with the host ag'ttl11'3t our enemies, the arm of our 
countrymen will be pml,rerless i!! battle -and thell: 
mearts will f:til them for fe2J; 

'Girding on our harness in hliir::ble-lrope of di~ 
\rine aid; and displaying Oi,l' banners in the name 
of the'Lord-, let the means he hath put into our 
ll:mds be vigorously e±crted~ As We are now~ ad~ 
dressing you who have the pl'ospect 'of b-eilJ:2;' call~ 
~d to the high places of th? field, "e woulll ,- bel'­
row lheexhortation of Nehemiah in simiJar-cir­
cn!nstances: "Be not afraid-ofthein;' n~m(~mber 
the Lord, who is great and terrible, 'W~(l}igi:t for 
your brethren, your sons, alli yeUl' dmlghtcj:s, 
yOur wives, arid yoili' qouses/'., . 

, Never a General at the head of art army, .and 
on the eve of ellgageme;}t, luade a m?re n~"i):'es­
sive speech. It com];ri:;-::s every:. th.ll1g. :, ': ~lCo 
miah knew' the way to the heart;, 'Theci)!1sidF>l'. 
ktidliS',vhich he,:.,'_~~r~rs~ts, would mS;He cowardlC"C 
with valour. Bhtl'i;r is an en 1',,:>ri;~g llar,c. In 
the hour of cOIT!lllbn danger, all its tcn;:l(~l:ness is 
felt, and to sacrifice l~fe in a brother's- J:'I21lce is 
at once the imr)ul'3C of nature, a:1:i the pre,cept of 
the Bible_ Bl-lt" your SO:l~ and 'your daui?htel~. 
your 'Wives aud jour houses;" shall thell1hetl-

C 
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t3nc~~ of thy father, or the ~rdeat~ed fruit of' 
thil~e honest labour, become a robber's booty, all<~ 
shall the babe that now smiles in thy face, and, 
cans'thee father, spill his blood on a mlirderer,& 
s\vord? Shall she whom thou hast pledged thine 
oath fo cherish, and defend, become a ruffians, 
prey ?f'o him who unalf~cted bycons,idera~ 
tions like t,hese, shrinks from danger, vve wIsh no 
worse, than tha,t he may'live to witness his own 
dish~n~ur,:and find at last a cow~rd's ~rave~ 

But above all" let your cou~'age he fOl,lnded o~ 
ieligion~v Remember the Lonl who is great 
'ana terribre." Courage separated from piety is, 
110t courag~ ~but madness. It' may be direCted 
by providenc;:e to promote the cause in which it is 
exerted; but should the warrior fall. we tremble 
at his fate. Were we to ,aescnbe tIle, complete 
hero, we \vould giv~ him n~t on,ly t~at p~triotism 
and that imperiou,s sense of duty before which 
,danger "ani~hes, '. but th?-t reverential fear, of his; 
Gci,d,whicli excludesfron1 the he~rt every other 
fea.r,~t~at testil~lPny of.a good conscience, whicll 
:stnps ~e;tt~ of hIS terrors,-t~~t faith ,which looks, 
to a bnghter rec;:ompence than SOVcl'0~gns c~~,lJ~ 
'~tow. S,:!ch;l, warrior lTIight fan, but. he. would 
'fall in glory; and wer~ the di'ol'iiil of he~ven the 
only tears that bedewed his head, his immortal 
spirit is saf~ with his rede~~11~:r 'in, 'pani.d~se. We 
are anxious my prethren for ypur nonour as sol. 
diers~ but allow Us to be equally concerned for your 
salvation as men. Be ye reconcile~to God, the~ 
luarchas native valom: prompts you t9 thpcan-: 
nons mouth, or enter first the deadly ~reach, you 
are in~ependent of every event that can pefal you. 

But all are not soldiers; we trust were it neces. 
sary, the greatest number would have, the wi11, 
~nd should such a nece§sity ocyur ourex,lwrtatiQll, 
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wauM be,-" let him who hath no, sword sen' his 
garment, and buy one .. " With respect to tho!i~ 
who discove:r a· backwardness to· defendtheii' 
~ountry by evel'y means in their power, when she. 
is in danger, I would s~y. "they have . not.· the 
fear of God before their eyes." 'With regard to 
such I may well apply these words; ., CUl~se yf: 
Meroz, said the Angel of the Lord, curse ye hit­
terly the inhabitants thereof, because they come 
not to the help of the Lord, to the hell? of the 
Lord against the mighty." But though not caU~ 
cd to gird on our harness, and aid our country in 
the field, still each can contribute his. share in her 
defence. Our iniquity as a Province is great, and 
as we have more to fear from the displeasure of 
heaven, than from any earthly Ene, Wnile we 
humble o.urselycs in the sight of God, and peni­
tently confes, our guilt, let each of us. exert his 
endeavours to put a stop to its progress, and, as 
the most effectual mode of procedure; let reionna­
~ion begin at home. Let eveTY man know the 
plague of his own heart, lay aside the sin that 
most easily besets him, and ease tQ.e public burden 
by repentance for his personal ofiences. Let us 
rend our hemts and not our garments, nor ima­
gine that while we h\lng down our heads like a 
l>ullrush and assume the external appearance of 
humiliation, that this is pleasing to God t I.et us 
remember that he looketh upon the heart., Let 
\18 hear and obey his voice, s~ying I' w~sh ye" make 
you clean~ put away the evil of' you~ doings ii-om 
before mme eyes; cease to do eVIl, learn to do. 
well." Hisjudgements are abroad in the earth, 
let ,them teach us righteousness, and when the 
host is going f01th against our enemies, let us keep, 
ourselves from every wicked thing. Then. shall 
the blessing of hca·ven descend upon the dehbera .. 



han! oflhose wno ;Slt \in coutlcih and bponihe e::t~ 
ertions ofthose wlib turn'ihe: bi:!ttle to the· gate. 
'Then shall they:,whoafe~irding on thiilharhessin 
the best.of causes;. put it off with pono~r~ ipavil!1g 
$e'cu(ca th.e ,peace, the j~deI)endence"the glory of 
theilr country. Mliy God; gtant it, forChri8t'~ 
Bake! Amen. 
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