
To I-US HONOR PETER RUSSELL, ESQUIRE, PRESIDE~;T 

OF THE PROvrNCE Of UPPER-ChNADA. 

SIR, 

THE £xfcutive Council, to which the aRing furveyor-general's 
report respecting the.townships, and other appropriated tracts 
in this province was referred, begs leave to submit to your Ho~
nor what has occurred to it on that important and interesting 
subject. 

THE fitst objeA to which the board d :reCled its attention, 
was to discover, if possib!e, the original pllrpose of those ap
propriations, and to ascertain the principles on which they 
were made. 

THE necessity of this enquiry war suggested by observing, 
that the nominees of the appropriations, seemed, in general, 
deeply impre~sed with ideas, to the justness of which the 
board could not accwe without the fullest aDd most satisfacto. 
ry evidence. 



SOME of them have o:ntertained. an expet'tatlon mat arrer set~ 

ling forty families in a township, on lots of two hgndred aCTe5 
for c:acb family, tbe remainder of the township was to be theit 

own. 

OTHERS have thought, that though they were <Jbtiged to 
eet.tle tWI, hundred families in a township, on lots of two hun
drCild acres for each family. vet they were at liberty to sell their 

locations. 

'OTi~ERS, ~again. w~re <10nsclous that by the terms ot theIr un .. 

dertaking; they were obliged to place not less than two hund
red families in each township, on lots of two hundred acres for 

each family. without suLjeCl:ing the setlers to any other c:¥pence 
than the fees of office on their respeCtIve grants; yet they have 
se~med to entertai'n an expeCta·tion- tha't in return for the'trou
ble and expence to which such an undertaking would subjeCt 
tb'f'm, they were in some mantler, direCt-. or indireCt. to be gra
twed' with a ~rant of waste landso~ the (·rown. to an extent 
very considerably beyond twelve hundred acres • 

. ON the most matnre deliberation, lhe ~ oard is perfecUy sal'i.s· 

fted, that there is not ~ shadow of foundation for any of these 

ideJs. or expeftatif\J)jI ; en tbecoat·r.aty; it is c~nvin£ed that in 
all appropriations which have been made, either of t!JW8shi'p9; 

~t;Qlher ~qCts" th~ i,QtentiQI;l Qhhis. gQ.":~.rRljle.[)t. wa~ •. th~~· .RO 

~ol1);o,ee sboillc;l., \n an)' roa.nn.er. OJ by- 3nr . .c01,\trh::a~~ wh3.t~~ 

~r. d~~ive any g~eater. o.r any otber.adv~R~age or ewoiuql.en~ 
t1'.3I1. ! ~nnt of t~elve hun4t;~rl a,crea tQ.hj~~lf anq f,!-cb. of h~ 
thff~e prinripJI associates. and of two hundred acres.ea.cb; to_hi4 
inferior followers. That tbis, and th.is only, was the: inleDl~ 



~EPOB.T OF' ThE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL. 

on of government in making these appropriations, is manifest 
in whatever point of view the subJect is considered. 

IN the first place, had it been the intention of tbis gover~ 

ment to appropriate towns3ips on any of the principles dssert

ed by the different classes of nominees, it is redsonable to sup

pose that such advantages as would result from any of these 

sy~tems would have been reserved for char~lcters very different 

from those who, generally speaking, have been seleAed for 

the purpose of leading setlers into the province. It is higrly 
prob~ble that government would have gladly availed itself 01 

so favorable an opportunity of making some amends to thos~ 
highly meritorious characters, whose steady attachment to th~ 
British constitution induced them, after making every effort 

in support of it during the contest with the late culonies, to 

tenoun:e their property and conneAions, and to retreat to"this 

province, rather than submit to an authority which their 

cor.sciences would not allow them to approve; nor is it lib~!y 

that in thus laying a foundation of a futute aristorracy, by the 
unequal distribution of property which w(Hild naturally fol. 

low, from even the most rnodeDte of those sys~ems, persons 

of so much ~elit, and who had made sllch sacrific es. would 

have been 'forgotten: 

IT is no small confirmation of the inf~rence which this ob. 
!!ervation affords, thdt the nominees who have been called tip
{}n by t~e board to disclose the grounds on which they had 

founded their expeotations,were \~holly unable to state any that 

~ou)d give the smallest satisfaction to a reasonable mind. Ge

Jlera! rep~rt, and vague expressions, are all th~t h s Len ci:-· 
·ted in support of claims of su,h extei1t and ma~Ultu.(,ie. as tQ 
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make,it utterly iqll'JOssible to believe that this gO\Tern!Deh~ 
would have omited to autheaticatethelli by the most solemJi 

, eyideDce, 

'BUT. on referring to the ol'iginaI petitions. and the ol'dersot 
'eouncil. by which the appropriations wer~ made. the board 
concieyes that both the principles and the conditions of those 
appropriations are manifest beyond the pc:~sibility of doubt. 
Almost all the earlier petitions, and a great many of the later: 
tefer to the proclamation of February '792, fer the-terms' on 
~hich the appropriations were prayed for; and whenever the 
petitioners have offered ~ther terms; 'there is no instanc~~ 
whatever, in which those terms have been accepted, though 
there a~e ~any in which they have been dist'in~!y' refused. -

THE result of the whole enquiry has been to leave on tne 
minds of the boar.f the most perfea convi&ion, that tho' the 
terms on \vhich townsh ips were appropriated, were not, in ev
ery ins'ance. specifically declared at th!! ~inie of 'making the 
appropriation, yet, the original principles and objects of the 
system were never abandone4. or even lost sight of. 

IT is extremely well known that this province \yas set apart 
by -'his Majest y for the rrc~ption of. those, ~vhose adherenc~ 'to 

his cause in the late war, had obliged them to leave their furm
er settlements. and- t~ seek an ~ssy!um elsewhere. These were 
of course the fir~t and principal objeas dfth~' royal bounty' ;-_ 
but, beside these. it WJS ~nattiral tb suppose that there might 

'- -, . \. 

be inanY. who, though strongly attaci)ed to the cause of Great .. 
Bn :,Ai£l, had, Hlr various reasons, fo;bdr.ne to take so ,aftive a 
tJart aHl:iQ&e of a former-desc.iptioD; but would e:ladlv",avail 
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tbe~$elves <?t an opportunity to retire ftom a countty, whett 
·their principles were proscribed, and: where the, notoriety of 
their attachment to these principles might.expose them to in
sult, if not to persecution. It was also hoped that not a few 
would be found, who~ wben the warmth which is always kinci
led by opposition should subside. would compare their present 

situation with their former, and quietly return to their allegi
ance. 

To offer. a retreat· to all these, the proclamation of February 
1792, was issued' i by which it was announced that persons wil
Hng to settle in the province of Uppet:-Canada, woulci have 
hnds granted to them from two hundred to twelve hundred a
c:es, according to the merit and situ'ltion of the several appli
(:ants. This proclamation naturally excited attention. and 
brought forward several persons who either were, or pretended 
to be, the agents of a great many others, lor the purpose of 
looking out for con~enienrsettlements for their constituer.ts. 
The ,petitions ~reser.ted to th.e executive government by these 

. agents, all breathe the spirit~f loyalty, and of attachment to 
ihe British constitution, and are seldom signed by less than 
fr~m, ~50 to 200 names: they alIT.ost all refer to-the prodama
rlon for the terms on ~hich they proposed to 5ettle the lands, 
anq iq no one instapce do they hint at any expeaatlOn of ~he 
Il~ture which has been lately suggested by the nominees; thE 
prayer of them being almost uniformly for an appropriation 
for the associates, as they were called, who coming from the 
5ame neighborhood in the states, naturally wished to settle to
gether in· thi's province: for the accomodAtion 01 these associ-

.ates ·,oarticular' trJCts were set ·apart in order that they might 
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cbOOI€ their locations; but without the most distant idea ~' 
tither side, that tl'le setlers were to have more than the lot oll 

which they should settle, unless the executive government 

should think proper to extend to any individuals among them 

its disc\"etionary power of giving more than two hundred acres 
'0 such as it might deem worthy of such an indulgence. 

'WHETHER the applications on which these appr?priation& 

Wel"e made, were really and bona fide the applications of the 

persons whose names appear subs~ribed to the petitions, and 
whether the norr.inees who forbore, as was the case in many of 
the later instances, to gtve in the names of their GO!lstitl!ents, 
:ind, of course, gave no security for tte performance of their 
ent;.agements but the:, own pers~mal credit, were really dispo
sed, and if di~rr;s<:~, \· ... ~re really able to perform those engage. 
ments, a,oe questions of import to tbe ch:lr;aers of the parties 
wncerned, but ofoone to the preseot enquiry. Even admit~ 
tingthlt the objea of every application was to deceive this go· 
vernment, ttt ;:O,:~li; chosen for that purpose plainly sheOI'V 
W:11t those wh;) llS=:i t!1ern th:>:.lg'lt of it, and completety re
fute the calunl:1Y which bas been circulated against it, that it 
1ns treated its enemies better tllan its friends. Tbat it hJS 

lleen deceived, the ev~nt Ius shewn in almo5t every in"stJ:1ce ; 
hut that it \vas voluntarily deceived, or that it has deceived 
()\hers, the board. apprehends cannot be truly asserted in any. 

UNDER these i:r.pressioos the board unanimously recorn
,~cnds to your Bonar, 

1st. That all ~:)?:"c;ndions for townships, and other tnels 
of land heret,/!.),:: mlde in this pro\'oince, be imm~,diately Je-



lttpORT ot"'rm~ 'E"-M!UT1VE ('QUNClt. 

lcinded,'and the townships or tracts thrown open to other 3l:l" 
piiC<tlltS. 

2d. That aJl p:rsons who were really and bona fide IO,cateri 
in any township, or traft, by the nominee, before the first of 

June, 1197, anLl since, (if ,there be no appearance of fraup) be 
cOllfirmed in that location, to the amount of two hundr~d a
cres; but that no recom-..,enda~i~n made by any nominee for 

a greater quantity be attended to,not precluding, however, 
the settler himself from exercising tbe rigbt common to all his 

M3jC&ty'S sLlbjeas, of olal:ing such applications to the execu
tive government for an addition as he shall think proper. 

I 

3d. That twelve h"mdred acres, including for~er grants, (ex
cept of rnHi'tarylands) be granted to each of the four princi
pal nominees, in case there should be four, whose names are 
subscribed to. the p.tition for an appropriation ;-those per
sons, however, who happen to be nomin,ees of mo're tha~ one 
township, are not to receive this donation more than once. 

4th. That the unsurveyedtraas be surveyed, and the unlo

-cil-ted be located as soon as possible. 

~J Oraer of the &o.rd. 

JOHN S~, 
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