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ADVERTISEMENT. 

-
THE following Documents are given to the public 

without comment. Some explanatory facts are stated; 
but in such instances the persons who can bear witness 

to them are invariably pointed out. The object is to 

.elicit truth, and to do that justice to a gallant Army, 

'whose merits are yet but imperfectly known to their 

countrymen. 

WITH a view to render the developement of truth 
complete, and to remove the veil of mystery which a 
system of puffing intrigue has spread around the trans~ 
actions of the Niagara Campaign, any officer who deems 
the present statement incomplete, is requested to forward 
his own statement, certified upon honor, to the Patriot 

0.ffice~ at Boston7 and it shall be published in the form 
of a supplement. 

THE object, it is repeated, is not to raise an artificial 
reputation at the expense of any officer, but to unfold to 
the Country, and to the Army, the real events ofa Cam­

paign as they existed in fact, and as they ought to exist 

in history. Perhaps this developement has been too 



V.I 

long delayed. It is possible that the Public may cease 

to feel the interest which the moment of triumph excites. 

But in any event, now that the period of enthusiasm is 
over, and conflicting opinions caused by temporary ex­

citement are done away, it is confidently believed that 

an appeal may be made with effect, to the reason and 

intelligence of 'the commul1i~y. 

IT is not, however, without regret, that there ex­
ists a necessity for this appeal. It would have been much 

-·more gratifYimg to -have derived from the' honest integ­
: l'ity of a Cvmmanding Gcmeral tnat .fair . exp(.>sition of 
facts and deductions wr-whiah it becomes, now necessa~y 

·'to:resort to the statement ofoffi-oers of ;theArmy, and 

the justieeoof the nation. 
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BT..:IJ.TEMENT of factsr.espeeting -the late Campaign OJ) 

the' Niagara frontier, which fell within my knowledge while 
acting as Volunteer .!lid to Brigadier General RIPLEY, of the 
United States .!lrmy. 

ON the night of the ad of July, iSH, General Ripley crossed 
'the-l\jiagaraRiver with his Brigade, above Fort Erie, and landed 
his men in good order notwithstanding the embarrassing situation 
the General had been, placed in for want of means of transporta­
tion, having only two gun boats, and two small boats, for the 
cri)ssiag of his whole brigade. The gun boats could not get nearer 
the Canada shore than about three quarters of a mile, and the 
small boats would not contain more than about fifty men each­
fortunate for the General, the enemy made no resistance on our 
landing, or he must have lost a great many of his men, as, be could 
Dot land at a time more than one hundred men. On the morning 
of the battIe of Chippewa, General Porter was ordered out on the 
left of our two lines, first and second brigades with his volunteers 
and Indians to skirmish with the enemy, who at that time were 
-constantly' annoying our flanks. Shortly after Geueral Porter 
entered the woods, he was attacked by a large body of the enemy's 
light troops aod Indians ; during this time Generals Brown, Scott 
and-Ripley, with several other officers, were met together at the 
White-house. 



General Uipley 011 hearing the constant aD/I heavy firing betwt'ell 
General Porter and the enemy, mentioned to General Brown, that 
Porter was engaged and ought to be supported. General Brown 
immediately ordered General Scott to get his brigade in readiness 
for actiou, and gave the same orders to General RipIe,., which weI', 
immediately complied with. 

General Scott had scarcely his brigade in motion, before th, 
enemy made their appearance in line of hattie on his right. Gen. 
Scott advanced his brigade to meet the enemy, and commenced 
the action. General Ripley had his brigade formed in line of 
battle, and remained some time exposed to the enemy's artillery, 
waiting for orders; at Jength he received orders to advance with 
Ilis Brigade on the left of General Scutt, in the woods, which h. 
immediately complied with, Ilnd altJlOugll not particularly engaged 
ill the action of that da.y, his brigade was in advance of the first, 
anxious to have an opportunity in sharing in the hOllor of the 
Ilay. The enemy had h~n beaten over the Chippc:wa Rivers, and 
obliged to take shelter behind their works. The whole of our 
al"llly had orders to I'eturn to camp. Some few days after our 
army marched to Queenstown, I received orders frOID the War 
Department to join my regiment at New York. 

I cannot in justice to my feelings dismiss this subject, without 
.expressing the high opinion I entertain for that worthy gentlemap 
and soldier, Brigadier General Ripley. 

(Signed) D.NOON, 

.Majoi' 41st Infantry • 

.,I1lbany,18th .March, 1816. 

P. S. I forgot to mention that dn the day the battle was fought 
at Chippewa, General Ripley did more than once solicit orders 
from General Brown to attack the enemy on the left of General 
Scott, and he certainly was much disappointed in not receivillS 
Orders sooner than he did. 

(Signed) D.N. 

~aj. 41st In!. 
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Operations oj the .JJI'my afte1' the Battle of 
Chippewa. 

THE battle of Chippewa presented this singular phenomenon 
in military history: an enemy, inferior in numbers, cross a bridge, 
advance a mile and an half, attack us; are repulsed at all points, and 
by little more than half our force; and yet they are suffered to re­
Iire across the hridge wilh their artillery, and their whole force; 
only leaving their dead and wounded on the field. The victorious 
army remained four days on theil' former gl'ound, aud then took 
"l) their line of march in pursuit. On the toth of July, they ar­
rived at Queenstown; on the 14th, they received intel1igence that 
Gen~ Rial was at the 12, mile creek with the main body; and 

yCol.l5co.tt .of the t03d was at the 10 mile Creek, with the ad­
vance, consisting of militia, Indians, and the Glengary light in­
fantry, which had come up from York. The militia of the country 
were called out, and collecting en masse from Long-point to 
the bay of Quinti, a distance of t.20 miles. The position of Gen. 
Rial was to or 1.2 miles from our camp at Queenstown; and about 
the same distance from Fort George, and' his regular force was as­
certained to be about 10 or t500. He had' been reinforced with 
the garrison of Bul'lington Heights, 300 strong, and the Glengary 
light infaotry from York, 400 strong, His fOl'ce consisted of these 
corps, a part of the Royal Scots, and the tooth regiment. He 
llad left the 4t~t and the 8th to garrison forts George, Mississauga 
and Niagara, together with the seamen and marines of Iwo brigs 
in the river. 

With these facts known to the General Staff of the American 
army, Major General Brown called a conference of officers. Gen. 
~cott was fur investing Fort George. Gen. Ripley made a propo­
,ition to march that night, with his brigade and Towson's and Bid­
dIe's artillery, and attack Gen. Rial at revellie, so as to bring him 
10 action, and for Generals Scott and Porter to be kept within 
snpporting distallce; and Colonel Hindman to bring up the park 
of artillery in resel've. The reasons General Ripley assigned for 
this movement wel'e,-that if we moved against Fort George, we 
could not c'arry it. To think of storming it, was out of the ques-

, tion; and to invest it, would be perfectly abstird, for we bad only 
our 18 pounders to besiege a plaee where by dismantling Niagara, 
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20 heavy pieces of artillery could be brought to bear upon us. That 
if we invested Fort George, we should waste a few days, whicb 
would give the enemy! opportunity to reinforce from Kingstl)n ; 
and if this were allowed them, as we only had an effective force 
of 26 or .2700 men, our mo\'ement must reiolve itself into a retro­
grade one for our own security. But on the other hand, if we attack­
ed Rial, and broke him down before he could be reinforced, the 
peninsula was within our power. This proposition was supported 
by Gen. Porter, Col. McRee and Col. Wood: Col. Hindman gave 
no opinion: Gen. Brown, Gen. Scott and Col. Gardner,were opposed 
to it, and in favor of investillg Fort George. The movement was 
made on Fort George the 16th of July; and on the 23d, without 
even opening a single trench, the forces l·etrograded. They fell 
b!wk to Chippewa the 24th; and on that evening, Gen. Drummond 
arrived with three fresh battalions from Kingston; several battaL 
ions of militia were eonet!ntrated, and Gen. Rial, with a force 
ahout 3000 strong, moved forward his camp to Lundy's lane. 

FOI' the truth of these facts we refer to all the officers of the 
General Staff above named. 

It may he proper to give a statement of the forces of the two 
armies at the commencement, and during the battle of Niagara as 
nearly as theil' fOl'ce can' be ascertained. (, •. « 

Royal Scots, 2 battalions consolidated 800 
8th, 350 
41st, 

tooth, 
*'" 89tb, fr~m Kingston 
n 103d, from Kingston 
** 104th, Flank Companies from Kingston 
Glengary Ligbt Infantry, from York 

600 
400 

700 
800 
226 

400 

Regulars, 4276 
*'" Those with this mark, reinforcements, the others were enaa" 

ged in the battle of Chippewa. 0 

Regulars, 4276 
Militia, UnO 

Indians, 480 

Grand Total, 6006 
The reinforcements, excepting Gleogarians, arrived about nine 

o'clock, 
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OperatiOfis of Gen. Ripley's brigade at Niagara. 

--
Jliinutes of the proceedings of a, Ct)urt of Inquiry assembled in the 

Court House, in the village of Tro1! and State oJ New York, in 
pursuance of the following Gene'ral Order, issued by the War 
Department. 

;9.djutant arid inspector General's Office, 16th Feb. t815. 

GENERAL ORDER. 

, A Court ofInquiry, of which Majur General Henry, Dearborn is 
President, and Bri~adier Generals Moses Porter and Daniel Bis­
sell, members; wiJI sit in Troy, in the State of New York, imme­
diately after the General Court Martial now sitting in that place, 
Shall have finished its business; to inquire into the conduct of 
Brigadier General E. W. Ripley, during th~ last campai~n, and 
particularly in relation to his conduct immediately after the battle 
of Niagara of the 25th of July, 1814. 

The Court wil~ hear and report such testimony, doeuments, and 
evidence, as it shall deem important, and give its opinion on the 
case. 

E. A. Bancker, Esq. Army Judge Advocate, will attend the court 
as recorder. ~ 

By order of the Secretary of War, 
.(Signed) D. PARKER, 

J1dj. and Ins. General. 

Troy, .Mal·ch 14, 1815. 

TILe Court convened pursuant to the preceding General Order. 

Present, 
Major General H. DEARBORN, P.resident • 

..Members,' 
Brigadier General PORTER. Brigadier General BISSli:LL. 

E. A. BANOKER, 

Judge .!ldvocate.· , 

'rhe prescribed oaths being adihinish!red, and the Court organiz­
ed as above. Brigadier General Eleaza'r W. Ripley, of the United 
States Army, appeared, the General Order W33 read, and the in~ 

~ 
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quiry into the subject matter enjoin!!d by th~ ~alDe was commenced 
by the examination of Captain McDonald, as foHows, to wit: 

William .McDonald, Captain in th&19th regiment of United 
States Infantry, heing pl'Oduced and sworn as a witncss by General 
~.ipl~y-,.. Testified, 

'.fhat in the CllJJJPI\ign oJ ~st~~ before J)lld dUrigg d!e b3ttle of 
Bridgewater, .near Niagara, he w,as a\!ting Aid to Brigadier Gen. 
Ripley. On the morning of the 25th of July, the army under the 
command of Major General Brown, was encamped on the upper 
sid!! of Chippewa Cr.ee~; many of the men were tb.~t day engaged 
in washing, and' about half an hour hefore sun·set, were stil1 out, 
wheH a firing was heard, which they in eamp ascribed to General' 
s.cott's being engaged with the enllmy, as he had mareJled out with 
his hrigade about two hours before. 

'Vheu <ieJleI'al Scott tirst marched out, it was till' general im­
pression tha.t be had done so for the purpose of parade and dl·ill. 
OUt' army at this tim.e consisted ottwo brigades of regular troops, 
c.ommanded by BI'~ailier GI'Bel'a,\s Scott and Rip~y, and·a small 
corps of 5 or 60.0. volu-ntee·rs unaer Gen. Porter. 

The total of Gen. Ripley's brigade, may 'have amounted to about 
960: the elfeetives from '7' to 800..' The day bef(}re at Queenstown 
heights, he reooHeotedbeal'iug Gen.eral Scott say that his brigade 
oontained about the same number-perhaps rather less. 

About the 16t111.f July. they had ioteUigenee that Gen. Rial, 
of the British army, lay at to and 12 mile Creek, with 1/j00 men. 
Accordiug to the g-euerd i,mpressi{ln, he had a fortified encamp­
ment-to the best ~f ·his knowledge 1)0 precise information wag. 
reae-ived of the forM I\ntl position of'the enemy between the -16th 
and .2oth of July. 

On the day last mentioned, the proportion of those wlAo formed 
the washing parties and scattered men of' the camp, amounted in 
the second brigad~ alone to 150 or 20.0 men. Ther-e were parties 
from the other brigade also, but he could not state the number. 

,V hen G.enerltlScott moved Ol1t in tl;tj:l afternoon, no idea was en­
tertained that there would bl! an action, nor had they any knowl­
edg!lof tile vicinity Ilf Ule enemy-the 1\r~t infQ.I'matinn they, had 
was from the firing .. 

In the or!l,er of the ~I:MJlpment, the first brigade under Gen. Scott 
r este4 on,t~e Chippewa; th~ se~oud eOJmll .. nd~d by G,en. Ripley, 
abol!~ hrl.l hU,n<lre4 y.ardIHbst1\Dt, wi,th t.l\.e.is: ~nnt to the ~iag~.a, 
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and at right angles to the first. The encampment embraced the 
ilngle formed by the ~iagara and CIlippewa, wIlich at that place 
formed' a junction. Across the Chippewa was a bri(lge, over which 
General .5cott had passed and advanced about two miles, wIlen 
the firing of muskefry commenced. Immedia:tely on hearing it, 
Gen. Ripley ordered his brigade to be formed. By the time tllis 
was elfected, the report of artillery was distinguished. Soon after, 
orders were received from Major Gen. Brown~ through some of his 
staff, for the second brigade to advance and reinforce Gen. Scott. 
Gen. R:iptey immed"iately on receiving the order, marched with his 
b"rigade, across th~ Chippewa, and when about half a mile in the 
rear of the scene of action, it being then near dusk, despatched the 
witness in advance tn Major Gen. Brown, to ascertain the situa­
tion of the enemy, and wbu.t point he should march to, and form 
his brigade. 

The witriess on his way to General Brown, met hi~ aid, Captain 
Spencer, proceeding with orders to General Ripley, to form bis 
brigade in the skirts of a wood on the right of General Scott's. 
The brigade accordingly con tinned to advance, and was in tbe act 
of' forming the line, when General Ripley remarked to Col. Mil. 
ler and other commanders that, to form a line in that place would 
be of no consequence, as they could not advance in line, throu;;11 
the woods-and they were not then within striking di~tauce of the 
enemy.-He added, that he would take upon himself the responsi. 
bility of moving further on towards the enemy, before he formed. 
The witness lef't the brigade for a few minutes to apprize Gen. 
Brown, of this movement, but did not find him, and immediately • rejoined General Ripley. 

The march from the encampment to the scene of action was 
prompt and rapid, and the brigade for one half the distance was 
on a long trot to keep with the General's horse.-While passing 
the woods i!l pursuance of General Ripley's determination to ad­
vance, the fire of the enemy was very hl1ll.vy, and their shot and 
shells fell abo!}t us in great quantities, but was more particularly 
directed at General Scott's brigade on the left, which the second 
was then in the act of ,passing. The imprllssion was, that tIle 
first brigade was at this time sulfering vel',. severely from the 
continued and destruetive fire poured in upon them, and General 
Ripley in consequence remarked to the witness and Col. lliUer, 
that he would detach the 21st regiment, commanded by the latter, 



to carry the enemy's artille)'y, addiJlg that unless this \J8S done, 
they would destroy our whole force, or compel us to fall baek! 
It was then completely dark, and though it was known their ar,:, 
tillery was posted 01). an ~mi~ence, we had no knowledge of their 
number, or how' they were supported. The distance of General 
ScotVli'line from the enemy, must have been between three an4 
loui' hundred yards at that time, and there was then no firing of 
musketJ'y f"om it. 
, After General Ripley's suggestion to Col. MiIIer, the latter 
immediately'made dispositions to execute it-displayed his regi~ 
ment by forming a line 011 the left of the road nearly fronting the 
enemy's artillery. General Ripley, at the same time he gave the 
order lor the :<list to storm the battery by an attack in front, 
directed the 23d to forui ill column, and mareh against the enemy'~ 
:flank. About the time the 21st WIlS preparing to move as directed, 
the witness met",General Brown, who enquired for General Ripley, 
aDd as~ed what dispositiol1s be had made; tbe witness informed 
]lirn, lie approved of it, appeared qijite elated wi~h tb~ ip.t~lIigence" 
and accompanied him to. General Ripley. Some co.nversation took 
place between them, and in a yery few minutes both battalions were 
in motion; tile 21st commanded by Col. Miller, the .23d by Major 
McFarland, but led by General Ripley in per80n.-While the 
23d was advancing to operate against the enemy's Hank, and about 
150 yards distance from the height, they received a fire in front 
from perhaps 50 01' 60 musketry which threw them into confusioq 
for a few minutes, and caused them to fall back abollt 50 or 6Q 

yards. The regiment how~ver speedily recovered and formed intQ 
column, sooner than he has evel' kno~n one formed fo~ parade­
thongh perhaps not with equal accuracy. Some difficulty occnrred 
in forming the platoons, in consequence of their having been hro~ 
un ; but their numbel's were guessed at, and wheeled into colnmn 
with a view to despatch and to facilitate' the movement. TIle 
whole was accomplished under the particular direction and im­
mediate agency of Brigadier General Ripley. His exertions to 
effect it \l ere very great, and no one could be more active than 
he was. The whole interval from the moment 'the fire was received 
in front, until the actual re-organization of the column in readiness 
to 'advance, did not exceed five minutes. They then marched 
directly and displayed upon the enemy's Halik. While this was 
?erforming Col. ~iIler had advanced pursuant to his orders again~t 



fije fRont, and succeeded in carrying'the enemy'~ battery, ~olJsistilJg 
of seven pieces of. artillery; to wit, two brass twenty-fours and 
smaller ones. Havin~ passed the position where the artillery had 
been planted, Col. Miller again formed his line facing the enemy, 
and engaged them ",ithin twenty paces tJistanee. There appeared 
a perfect sheet of fire between the two lines. While the 21st 
}vas in thi.s situation, the 23d attacked the enemy's flank, and 
advanced within twenty paces of ~t, bcforc the iirst volley was 
discha'rged; a measure adl/pled by command of General Ripley, 
that the fire might be effectual and more completely destructive. 
The movement compelled the enemy'sftank to fall back imme­
diately by descending the hill out of sight; upon which the firing 
ceased. P"ior to the fire of the 23d, the enemy wete closing in 
1:'pon Col. Miller's command, which appeared to be hard pressed, 
and as he conceived was recoiling; the force opposed amounting 
to double his number; but by the prompt aid of the 2§d, the heights 
were gained, and cleared of tbe enemy. After this was achievcd, 
the 21st and 23d formed ill line by order, and under the direction 
of Gen. Ripley, leaving the batteries which had been carried in 
the rear. While thus circumstanced, a det!}chment of the 1st regi­
ment, whieh consisted of from 100 to 200 ~en, and had remained 
in tbe rear, joined them on the heights, and was by Gen. Ripley 
formed into the line. He cOllld not say what had detained the 
above detachment so long from the scene of actio/!. 

Shortly after the line was formed, Gen. Ripley sent him.to ask 
Gen, Brown whether the captured artillery sboLlld not be moved 
off the field towards Chippewa. The witness met Gen. Brown, 
ascending thf:l hi'll t and delivered his message: The latter replied, 
there were matters of more importance to atteud to at that mo­
ment, and he shQulil See Gen. Ripley himself. He appeared high­
ly elated, and rode with him to' Gen. Ripley; but the witness did 
not hear the conversation which passed. The heights thus gainec1,~ 
were a very commanding position, and contained all the enemy's 
artillery, capable of enfilading- in every direction. 'Vhile the se-

- cond brigade thus occupied the heights, Gen. Rcolt's brigade was 
a~out three hundred yards distant, and no enemy between them. 
Thl' firing from it had by this time nearly ceased. 

After Gen. Brown's interview with Ge •• Ripley, he left the hill, 
a~ the witness understood, in search of Gen. Scott. The 25th reg­
hnent then .ioined the second brigade, ~ was formed on the righJ, 
. ' ' I 
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nearly at rigllt angles to the 23d regiment, its left r~sting on Tow­
son's artillery, and disposed so a8 to flank the ~nemy in rase tbey 
attacl;:ed~ The artillery undel- command of Major Hindman and 
Captain Towson, had come up but a few moments before, in con­
sequence of Gen. Riptey"s reqllest communica.ted by the witness to 
Major Hindman, lind complied with by him. 

While Gen. Ripley's line was (hus formed on the eminence, the 
enemy advaneed upon it in considerable foree_ollf.flanking its 

. right. and left, and far exceeding it in numbers. On finding them 
approaching, Gen. Ripley ordered the brigl\de to reserve its fire 
until the enemy's bayonets should toueh, in rrretereocc to fil<il'Ig 
first. This was done with a view to observe tbe flas'h of their 
muskets, and to take aim by tlie assistanee of their light, -the 
order was obeyed: the enemy ad\'anced within t .. n or twelvl!'yl1rdf 
of our right, composed of the 23d regiment. After receiV'ing tbelr 
fire, we returned it: tbe action then became general: a tremendol1s 
conflict ensued for about twenty lIiinotes; at tfte expiration of 
\\ hich, the enemy gave \Vay, and again fell back out of sight. We 
lillviog much the advantage of the ground, the enemy gen'eta'IIY 
fh-ed over ou I' beads, but the continual blaze of light ,vas such as 
to enabl(' us distinctly to see their butt6ns. An interva:l of balf au 
hOUl' followed, when the enemy advanced a second time, nearly in 
the same manner, attacked precis('ly iii the same point, but did not 
approach so near, before the firing commenc('d. Our left had' by 
this time been thrown fOl;warcl by order of Gen. llipJey, and the 

, line f'olmed nearly parallel, wit h thl' addition of Gen. Potter's vol­
unteers on the l~ft, and Gen, Scott ,~ith the tlirl'e remaining baft;d~ 
i()ns o~ t~1i~~~ w.. the,~t!tt. ,!I're so situated, 8S not to be en­
gaged.;:::- I'he Cllnrest wIs "tit-tfTe severe, and he thinks, longer eon. 
tinued than tlle iast. The same precantions were enjoined by Gen. 
Ripl~y, witb respect to his mell resen·jng their fire, and the recep­
tioll of the enemy' was equally warm. Some part of our tight and 
left gave way; but OUl' centre, eOlnposed of the 21.8t Reg. stood 
firm, with the exeeption of some platoons which also fell back: 
the ellemy wel'e l'~pulsed, and retired again from the contest. 
Gen. Ripley, in person, rallied the detschnlents which gave way 
on the right, and succeeded in bringing them back into actioli be­
fure the retreat of the enemy. An inten'at not to exceed three 
quarters of an hour, ensued; during which, all was darkness and 
silence; scarce iuterropted by a bre'Uth of air.' The men had nei~ 
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ther water nor whiskey to reffe~h themselve'll, after the fatigues 
they had endured. 

The Court qdjo:urned. to Jf',ednesf/n,.v, the tSth .March, :1.816, 1:1. 
o'clo(:k, 4. M. ., 

TROY, MARCH 15,1815. 
The Court C1Jnvened pursuant to adjournment-the same 

Members present. 
THE examination flf Capt . .McDonald being resumed-He stat­

ed, That at the expiration of the interval last mentioned, the enemy 
advanced a third time to recover theil' artillery. It "'as our im­
pression that they had been reinforced, and this was confirmed by 
prisoners who wcre taken at the time. The advance of the enemy 
was similar to the two preceding ones, and the fire was again open­
ed by their line. Gen. Ripley's brigade l'eserved their fire ali be­
fore. The duration and order of the conflict-its result, aD11 the 
retreat of the enen;y, were in all essential points, similar to the 
last. 

In every attack, the enemy were repulsed. Gen. Ripley made 
evel'y possible exertion to iuspire and encourage his troops; expos­
ed his person during the hottest of the fire of the enemy; and as 
he considered, more than was necessary. The witness several 
times endeavoured to prev!lil upon hiUI to retire, but without etfect. 
His perseverance was unremitted; sometimes acting as file closer 
as w.ell as commander. He gave his orders with perfect coolness 
and deliberation, and attended as far as possible, to their proper 
execution. The witness never knew him more collected, 

Gen. Ripley's position was never more than ten 01' twelve paces 
in the rear of his line. He received two ba))s through his hat, and 
his horse was wounded during fhe several encounters. He, Lieut. 
Col. Nicholas, and the witness, were the only mounted officers of 
the second brigalle. 

After the last attack, the 'Second brigade for three fourths, or one 
half au hour, remained on the hill with very little change of 
position: its left was perhaps thrown back. In the interim, 
General Ripley despatched the witness with orders to General 
Porter, to send fifty or one hundred volunteers of his command, 
directing them to report to Col. McRee, and remove the captured 
artillery from the .heights to the camp on the Chipl16wa. He de-



livered the orders, saw the volunteers detaclled, and mal'clJed'on ih~ 
hill.-Owing to there being no drag-ropes for the artillery, no hor­
ses on the ground, and the guns being unlimbered, it was found im­
practicable to remove them, anlI the volunteers were then employed 
in removing the wounded. Prior to' the attempt to remove the 
captured piec~~, he saw no artillery corps on the ground, they 
havin'" retired in consequence of their ammunitio'n being expend-

/> 

ed and some of their caissons blown up, by the enemy's rockets' 
and shells. 

On the return of the witness, after communicating the preceding 
order to General Porter, preparations were made for the second 
brigade to retire, agreeable to orders from General Brown, as Gen­
eral Ripley at the time informed him. He also stated that Gen­
erals Brown and Scott were both wounded and had left the field. 
Our army accordingly retired unmolested, aud it was his impres£ioll 
at the time, that the whole column did not exceed '7'00 when the 
retrograde movement was made. It was under!Jtood that vast num 
bel's were employed in carrying off the wounded. Others had given 
out for want of water. 'Vhen the second brigade marched to the field 
flf battle, tbey met a considerable number of the first brigade re 
turning to camp, some slightly wounded, and others carried off by 
those who were uninjured. Many wounded were left on the 
ground after the battle, they being scattered over a considerable 
extent, and the night dark, it was impossible to find them. He 
does not think any wounded of Brigadier General Ripley's brigad~ 
were left unless some who attempted to get oft· without assistance, 
and failed • 
. 'When General Ripley gave the order for the Army to retire, be 

directed the several commandeJ's of battalions to collect all the 
wounded; and in the interval before retiring, he used every exer­
tion to have this order properly executed. 

'Vhile the army was moving back and afterwards, be knows 
of no other measures being taken to furnish horses, supply drag­
,ropps and bring off the artillery which remained on the heights 
with the exception of the smaller ones, which had been rolled down 
the hill. 

After t.2 o'clock at night the army re~ained their camp. The wit'. 
ness added, that the pickets and washing partiel! were not bronght 
lip, nor at all engaged during the action. Shortly after the retnrn 
to camp, about one o'clock, Major General Brown directed Briga­
allier General Ripley.*_--_* The General Order dissolv-



fug ihe (Soort, which follows, was at fhis period of the investigao 

tion, received by the Pre'sident, and no further testimony was 
hea.rd. 

i certify that the foregoing is a true copy of the min­
utes and proceedings of the Court of Inquiry of which 
Major-General H. Dearborn was President, so far as the 
Court proceeded in the investigation of the subject 
matter enjoined by the General Order constituting sail\ 
Court. 

[Signed] EVERT A. BA'NCKER, 
Jud/{e .a.d'tlocate~ 

dgJf 
The undersigned officers, who served in Gen. Rip­

ley's brigade at the battle of Bridgewater, do certify on 
honor, that the narrative given in the foregoing minutcf' 
of Captain McDonald's testimony, cQrresponds with our 
knowledge and recollection of the conduct of Gen. Rip 
~, and the Cj)peratio~s of his brigade during that action, 

JJ.lbany, Jdarck 17th, 1816. 

[Signed] N. S. CLARKE, 
Capt. cS" Brig • .lI'Iaj. 2d Brigade. 

Lieut. JNO. P. LIVINGSTON, 
.adjutant 23d Infantry_ 

JOHN W. HOLDING, 
Lieut. and Brig • .Major to Gen • .Miller, 

and .Ildj. of the !.list Beg. of Infantry r.: (J 

the BaUle of1lridgewater! 



.f1DJUT.f1NT .f1ND INSPECTOR GEJV'ER.f1L'S OFFIC]{~ 
-tth March, 1816. 

GENERAL ORDER. 

THE Court of Inquiry, of which Major-Gen. DEARBORN is 
President,. which was ordt'red to investigate the conduct of Briga­
dier-General RIPLEY, during the last campaign, is discharged from 
that service: ..,.' . 

The Congress of the United States having 'approved 

his conduct by a highly (:omplimentary resolve, and the 
President being pleased to express his favorable opinion 

of the military character of Gen. RIPLEY, he will hon­

ourably resume his command. 

By ORDER. 

[Signed,] D. PARKER, 
.fl. ~ 1. General •. 

----$-----
Operations cif Gen. Scott's Brigade at' Niagara. 

Dear Sir, 

:;: ~~ .. - -" t.,id 

DELHI, January {6th, fS1S. 

A l' your request I send you a !ltatement of facts whieh transpired 
under my view during the action at the fa1ls of ;.... iRgara on the 
.25th of July last. By this, you will be able to ascertain, if my 
attendance and testimony will be material at your Court of Inquiry, 
and hope YOII will think it may be dispensed with. 

On that day the Jeft division of the Nort11ltrn Army lay at 
Chippewa, on the south side of that creek, except the ninth regi­
ment; which was posted in and near the Block-House, on the north 
Slide of the Chippewa, near tbe junction of that creek with the 
Niagara, in ~d"al1ee !Qwards the enemy. It was my lot to be the 



H) 

officer of t1le day. During th~ day, the Captain' commanding 
IJicket No.1, un the Niagara road, informed me he had discovered 
the advanee of the, enemy to consist of one troop of the 19th light 
dragoons, and two companies of' infantry. 

With a glass, which was at the picket, the enemy were plainly 
se,en across the bend in the river, at and near the f'all~. They 
were at the honse of Mrs. Wilson near the falls, and mauy officers 
in British uniform were to be seen. These facts were immediately 
related at head quarters. i was told the enemy could not be in 
force, as they had thrown a large portion of their forces across 
the Niagara, from Queenstown to Lewiston. It was apprehended 
to be the intention of the enemy to advance up the river on the 
American side, to Schlosser, where our sick, ammunition and 
other stores then were. Not having the means eiHler of trans­
porting these storeo to the west side of the river, or troops to the 
other iille to defend them, Gen. Scott was ordered to march im­
medi~tely to Queenstown, with a view to induce the enemy to 
re-cross the Niagara. I was immediately relieved as officer of' the 
day, and ordered by Gen. Scott to put my reginlent, without delay, 
in light marching order. This order was obeyed. And in less 
than fifteen minutes, GeD. Scott's brigade, with Tow~on's company 
of artillery, and Captain Harris with a troop of' U. S. and vol­
unteer dragoons were on their march fbI' Queenstown. Having 
proceeded down the river about two miles and an half, we came ill 
sight of the enemy's advanae. General Scott, now halted his 
oolumn which I ought to have before stated consisted (in addition 
to those stated) of the ninth regiment, and which I had honor to 
command. The eleventh regiment commanded by Lt. CoJ. (thell 
Major) McNiel, the .22d regime.t commanded by Col. Brady, 
and the 25th regiment conmitlnlle& by Col. (then Major) Je$sup, 
amounting in all, according to the best estimate I can now make, 
to about 700 men. The ninth cOlls~ted at that time Qf tj:iO rank 
and file. I' 

The enemy immediately began to retire before us; but from 
the information of the inhabitants, it was thought they intended 
to give us battle. General Scott now ordered me with the ninth 
J'egiment to tha Jeft of the road, and to keep within supporting 
distance of the column; having gained lIlY position, the column 
again mov~d forward. After marching in quick time about half 
til mile, and coming to a narrow piece of woods north of Mrs. Wily 



lion's, and between her house and the village at Lunds's.lanc, the 
enemy commenced a fire upon our advance, which consisted of 
CJ!.ptain Harris's comman,d, and a company of infantry commanded 
J,y that gallant ofij.cer, Captain Pentland, of the 22d infantry. 
The colnmn were again halted, and I received orders to take my 
position with my command in the column of line, After this order 
walil e~eeuted, General Scott detached the 25th regiment under the 
command of Col. Jessup to the right, to seek and attack the left 
of the enemy's line. The ninth, twentJ~second and eleventh reg­
iments now passed the "dvancc.d corplJ by order of General Scott, 
and moved into a smooth field on the north side of the before men­
tioned woods, and west of the Niagara road. It was now about 
half past five o'cloek, p, M. the enemy commenced firing upon us 
from niue piece~ of artillery (two of which were brass 2. pOun~ 
ders,) an!! within cannister distance. They also opened at the same 
time a brjsk fire upon us from a heavy line of infantry posted to 
the right, at:\d ohliquely in f,'ont of their artillery, often advancing 
into the field so far as to have the rcar of the battalion or regiment 
in advance clear of the woods. General Ii!1cott, ordered " form 
line to the front." The right of the column beiug in front, this 
order was immediately executed by the echelon movement of com­
panies to the left. The 22d and Hth regiments moved in column 
until gaiuing their respective distances, formed line in the same 
manner. At about the same time the company of artillery undeI' 
the comman,l of Col. (then Capt.) Towson, an officer above my 
encomium, was moved up and formed on the right of' the ninth 
)'egiment, anel by its frequent and incessant discharges highly an­
imated the spirit of the troops. U oder this formation the action 
continued for ~early an hour, 1I1benI 'Ieard .hat the 11th regiment 
being out of ammunition andll"thetGrgalJant leader Col. McNiel 
severely wounded~ and all· the Captains of that regiment either 
killed or wounded, had reth'edfrom the field~ These fllcts were 
related to me by Capt. John Bliss ofthat regiment, who though 
Ileverely wounded, gallantly offered his services to me, as did also 
Major, (then Capt.) Harris, of the Dragoons, his command being 
unable, from the nature of the ground, to aet. I cannot forboar to 
meution that Lt. Crawford, adjutant, and Lt. Sawyer, as well as 
Ileveral other officers, whose names I do not now recollect, of the 
uth regiment, joined my command, and rendered me ,'ery able 
and essential services, particularly those gentlemen- whose name~ 
J have ~entione~. 



Soon after the Hth regiment had retired, Col. BI'ady of the .2.2d 

regiment being severely wounded, and that regiment having also 
exhausted its ammunition, shared the SRme fate with ,the 11th, and 
many of the officers, as well as rank and file, joined" ~he standard I 

of the 9th, and fought the enemy with a lilpirit and blll,very bor­
dering upon desperation. I regret that the names of thos~ officers 
are not at present recollected, and that I have not any documents 
in my possession by which I .can ascertain them. 

Col. Towson finding from the eJevated situation of the enemy's 
,artillery that he could not bring his I!.rtillery to bear upon them, 
)lad nearly or quite ceased firing, and from at least.20 minntes be­
fore sundown, the field was contended for by the enemy against 
the 9th regiment alone, and those who had joined its standard. 
During this time, Gen. Scott sent his aid, Capt. Worth, with 01'­

.ders to advance npon the enemy with a view to charge him. We 
cease!) firing, and advanced with supported arms, until the ordel' 
was countermanded: probably in consequence of the shattered 
condition of the t lih and .;~4 regiments. Throwing forwarcl our 
r.ight to meet the enemy, who were pressing very hard upon our 
left, the regiment again commenced firing more briskly, if possible, 
than before. A circumstance occurred during this time, which, 
though highly gratifyillg, fills me with remorse to mention; and 
)Iothing but the honor of my corps, would induce me to do so.­
The beal'er of the battalion colors of the Hth being cut down, I 
presumed those colors had fallen to the ground, and it was the pe­
culiar good fortune of Lieut. Otis ~'isher, of the 9th regiment, to 
find and raise them, into the hand of the standard bearer of the 9th 
}'egiment, who was at that time Corporal Keniston, senior Corpo­
ral of the color guard. Sergeant Dewing, to whom they had been 
entrusted, (for want of a sufficient number of officers,) having been 
severely wounded, and compelled to leave the field. 

Major Harris a~llin came to me, and offered me his ser\'ices. 
I desired him to inform Gen. Scott that the rule for retreating was 
fulfilled. Gen. Scott soon came and ordered me to maintain my 

I 
ground, and gave me the pleasing information that Gen . .Browu was 
approaching with Gen. Ripley's brigade, aud Gen. Porter's volun­
teers. 

At this moment, Gen. Salltt's horse was wounded and rendered 
useless. 

At about 9 o'clock, as I suppose from the circumstance of iis be­
ing then dark, the arrival of Gen. Ripley's brigade and oth81' rein­
fQrcements was annQunced. 



At this mODlent the enemy ceased tJleir fire, and retIred from 
die field; 

General'Spott ordered all the men of the 11 th and 22d regiments 
who could b~ found, to be colleeted and formed into one battalion. 
While w~ere doing this, Gen. Scott announced to us the capture 
of Maj. Gen. Rial; -the Uleu gave three cheers, which drew a shell 
from the enemy, which passed our line, arid exploded in the col­
umn of artillery, commanded by I~ieut. Col. (then Major) Hind­
man, and blew lip a caisson of ammunition belonging to Captaill 
Ritchie's company. 

A brisk and heavy fire of musketry iuformed us that Gen. Ripley 
with hi!! brigade had attacked the enemy on the hill with a view 
to carry their park of artillery., The firing on the hill soon ceased, 
and the battalion composed of the 9th, l1th,and 22d regiments being 
formed, the command of it was given to Col. Brady, who yet con­
tinued on the field, though severely wounded. He was assisted by 
Major Arrowsmith, of the 2.id. General Scott's brigade major, 
Capt. Smith of the 6th, and his aid· de-camp, Capt. Worth, of the 
:lad, being both severely wounded, and having left the field, Gen. 
Scott accepted an offer from me to act as his aid. 

General Scott then formed the remainder oCthe brigade (except 
the 25th regiment) into column, and moved across the field in a 
westerly direction, and formed them in line on the Iilonth side of a 
narrow lane a little to the south of, and running nearly the same 
direction as Lundy's lane. I was then ordered by Gen. Seott, to 
find Gen. Brown, if possible, and desire him to give orders for the 
disposition of General Scott's brigade. I rode on the hill, and 
the enemy again commenced an attack, with a view to regain their 
artillery; but they were soon repulsed, and I found Gen. Brown, 
who rode with me to see Gen. Scott. After Generals Brown and 
Scott had conversed a few minutes, I was ordered by Gen. Scott 
to take command of tbe Consolidated Battalion (Col. Brady be- . 
ing too much exhausted by the loss of blood to command, though 
he declined leaving the field.) My orders were to march the bat­
talion to the top of the hill, and form there as 11 seeond line. They 
were formed in Lundy's lane, with the right towards the Niagara. 
road; and their left in the rear of the captured artillery. Thii 
artillery and the American field artillery, under command of Maj. 
Hindman, oceupied the summit of the eminence near the old 
church. Next on the right of his artillery was the 2..~ regiment, 
and then the 25th regiment on the extreme right. ~ the left Itt' 



the artillery was tbe 21st regiment, with some other troops eon­
solidated with it; then the 1st infantry. Gen. Porter's volunteers 
occupied the extreme lei't. The army was thus situated when in­
formation was received, that the enemy were again advancing, and 
their near approacb was discoveretl by a sheet of fire from both 
armies, who were not to exceed thirty yards from each otber, and 
nearly in parallel lines. 

Gen. Scott having been absent from us a short time, for the 
purpose, as I supposed, of ascertaining the situatign of the enemy, 
returned and asked me in a loud and animated voice, "are thesl'! 
troops prepared tor the charge," and without giving me time to 
answer him, he added, " Yes, I know they are prepared for any 
thing," and he ordered me to form them in close column, left in 
front. This being done, Gen. Scott ordered "Forward and cbarge 
my brave fellows," and leading the column himself, we passed 
through our line between the pieces of our artillery, and came in 
contact with the left of the enemy's line, a short distance past the 
centre, whieh immediately gave way. Owing however to the 
darkness of the night our column had become in some degree 
irregular, we passed tbe extreme left of Gen. Porter's volunteers, 
and formed oUr men in line. Gen. Scott again ordered me tu forn 
the troops "in column at half distance, right in fro~t." This 
order being executed, Gen. Scott again led the column to the 
charge with a view to turn the enemy's right flank, but finding 
tbat flank supported by a heavy second line, his charge was with­
drawn. Gen. ~eott then pa8sed through the American line, and 
joined Col. Jessup with the 25th regimem on tbe right of that 
line, and was there wounded. The remainder of Gen. Seott's 
brigade were again formed a small distance from the left of Gen. 
Porter's volunteers. This was executed in the presence of Major 
Gen. Brown. He informs me that he was wounded at this period~ 
In executing formation, I received the most essential services froID. 
Lieut. Cushman, aeting adjutant of the 9th re!;iment. and Lieut. 
Crawford, adjutant of the 11th regiment. Lieut. Brady of the 
22d also rendered me the most snbstantial service on this occasion. 
In my opinion he has merited the particular attention of the War 
Department, as milch as any officer in the army. 

This formation hiing executed, Ma.ior Jones, assistant adjutant 
general, generously offered to ascertain the position of the con~ 
tendiDg Ilr~, and iJl~orDl mQ at wbat point the troops then 



~~~~~~oo~~w~~~~~~~ 
advantage, and without injury to our' own men of other corps. 
Having been dismo.nted since the first charge, this otTer was of 
the greatest service to me, and most gladly did I accept it. Major 
Jones then reconnoitred in the most gaUant manner, under an 
incessant fire of musketry, tile situation of the American line, 
and reported it to me. From this report I was induced to lead 
the troops under my eonntJ'and to the summit of the hill. Firing 
had now ceased on both sides. The thickest and most impenetra..; 
ble darkness prevailed. All was still, and nothing to be heard 
but the groans of the wounded and dying. Moving forward to 
gain the summit of the hill, I was llailed by Gen. Scott, who 
iuformed me of his wounds, and ordered me to push forward and 
join the 25th regiment, under the command of Col. Jessup, who 
was also severely wounded. Gen. Scott informed me, he was 
then compelled by the severity of his wounds to retire from the 
-neld, and ordered me in case \the enemy should again return to 
the contest, to seek an opportunity to charge, and drive them 
from the field with the bayonet. In a short time after, Gen .. 
Brown bailed me, and inquired for Gen. Scott. I informed him 
that be was wounded and gone from the field. He then informed 
me of his own wounds, and said he must also retire, and that I 
must look to Gen. Ri[)ley for orders, as the command of course 
devolved on him. I then moved on, and formed my men on the 
right of the 25th regiment, and the extreme right of the Americau 
line. Col. Jessup and myself'oow had some conversation as to our 
own situation and that 9f the army. His command and my own 
were consolidated, and consisted of all the effective men of the 
nrst brigade remaining on the field which I -do not think exceeded 
150 or 200 men exclusive of officers. The men were exhausted 
with fatigue and the want atwater. The enemy had retired fronl 
the field, bllt in what direction was not known. From the length 
of their lines which WQ had during the action discovered by our own 
and their fire, we had reason to believe they were far superior to 
us in numbers. To refresh our men on the field would be Lazar­
dons in the extreme, and we were liable to be flanked on our left, 
and cut off from our camp at Chippewa. Under these circum­
stances, not knowing the situation of General Ripley's brigade or 
General Porter's earps, it was decidedly my opinion that the army 
ought to return to their camp at Chippewa. Col. JelilSup express-



~d to m'~ the saDie opinion, He also directed Die to take COID'" 

tnand of the troops of the fil'st brigade while he went in search of 
General Ripley for orders and infortIlatilJil. Col. Jessup suffering 
the Diost excrutiating pain from his wounds, and it being excessive­
ly dark, was nnable to find General Ripley, and soon returned to 
me, and again took command jjr the h'oops, and directed me to 
find General Ripley, if l}ossible, alid obtain ordel's and iuformation 
as to the intended course of operations. I soon found General 
Ripley, and informed him of my wish, and my dil'ections li'om Col. 
Jessup. General Ripley inflllired the strength and situation of 
the first brigade, and while doing so, a person rode up to General 
Ripley, with ordel's from Gen. Brown (as 1 understood,) General 
Ripley then told me he had received orders from Major.Genel'al 
Brown, to collect the wounded and return witIl those, and the ar­
my, to the camp at Chippewa, Gen. Ripley then gave me orders 
to the same effect, as it respected the first brigade. His informa­
tion and order was immediately commnnicated by me to CoL Jes~ 
snp. He feeling that the aetion was over, and SUffering severely 
from his wounds, did what most men would have sooner done: he 
gave to me the command of the troops of the first brigade, and re­
tired from the field. He however continuell near us, and proba­
bly would have joined liS, had we heen attacked, All the wound­
ed who could be found on and near the field WCl'e put into waggons, 
which had been sent from the canip at Chippewa for that purpose, 
and sent off, Gen. Ripley.was vr-ry particular ill his orders, that 
the movement of the troops should be conducted with l'eglllal'ity 
and ordel', and so far as came to my knowledge, his Ol'del's were 
strictly obryed. Not a shot was 'fired. from the enemy, and our 
troops mov!'d in as good order, and with as much regularity from~ 
as to the field, and arrived at Chippewa between one and two on 
the morniug of' the 26th. 

Duriug the whole ofthis night, as well during the action as after 
it, I was impressed with a high sense of the merit of General 
Ripley as a soldier, and the gallantry of his brigade in capturing 
the enemy's artillery. He manifested on that occasion, while in 
conversation with me, all that coolness and deliberation for which 
he has'become distingnished, and which ,~as so IJec,uliarly necl'ssftl'y 
at a moment big with the fate of the army under his command, 
and the honor and glory of the American arms. 

Having a hope that this statement may, at some day, appeal' t!' 
4 
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the ,,,orld as an honest relation of facts, I should do great injusti~ 
to my feeiings did I Dot mention the gallant conduct of Capt. Pent­
land, of the 22d regiment. Soon after the commencement of the 
action, he brought his company ("' hich had been tbe advance of 
Gen. Scott's hrigade) into action, on my right. This was oune in 
the most brave and soldierly mann!?r. His example and converso­
tion lIad the most beneficial ellect during the warmest of the ac­
tion, and contributed greatly to keep the men steady and active in 
their duty. 

As to th~ 9th regiment, which on f.hat occasion I had the honor 
to command, I cannot make particular distinction as to the merits 
of individuals. ,Every man in the regiment, from the highest to 
the lowest, gave me the most perfect satisfaction. They main­
tainell thilir ground against an overwhelming superiority of force, 
in a manner "hich has seldom been excelled for gallantry in any 
age or country. It has been stated that theil' numbers were hut 
160 rank and file when they entered the field; and it will appear 
from the official returo of killed and wounded, that t28, including 
every officer with the regiment, were included in that report. It 
is due to the memory of Lieut. Burghardt, who was killed at the 
close of the action, to say that he particularly distingn ished him­
self, by continuing to do his duty in the most able munner, after 
beipg severely wounded in the left side, at the commencement of 
the action, although he bled freely, and was advised by me several 
times to go to the rear, he declined to do so, and continued with 
me until he was shot through the breast in the last charge. 

On the morning of the 26th'lat about 7 or 8 o'clock, Col. Gard­
ner, adjutant-general, came tome with an order to make a field re­
port, stating the strength of the first brigade, aUlI to prepare them. 
to march, and take possession of the fieW of battle immediatelv. 
I immediately took measures to ascertain the strength of the seve~­
al regiments. The ninth regiment I counted myself, and recollect 
its effective force was 64 men. The strength of the other regiments 
I do not recollect. My impression now is, that the whole strength 
of the brigade, eXlllnsive of attendants on the wonnded, anll the 
details for guard then on duty, did not exceed 6 or 600 men. The 
troops were formed, and took up the line of march at about nine 
o'clock. After crossing the Chippewa, I received orders from 
Gen. Ripley, to take possession of the works at Chippewa with 
the first bri;ade, which wall done by bridging the ditch on the" 



$Ilutb side of' the breastwork, thereby making a platform for W. 
men to stand upon. 

From what I saw of our forces, which I do not think at that 
time exceeded 15 or 1600 men; and from what I had seen of the 
enemy's foree the preceding evening, I did think it the most 
consummate!folly to attempt to regain possession of the field of 
battle-and every officer with whom I conversed, among whom 
were many of the first distinction, expressed their astonishment at 
such an attempt, and their surprise that every exertion was not 
made immediately to take up the line of march for Fort Erie. 
The troops however re.crossed the Chippewa at abont 12 o'clock, 
and took up the line of march for Fort Erie. We arrived and 
encamped in good order, irl the field opposite the Black Rock ferry, 
on the evenjng of the 26th July. 

The march from Chippewa to Fort Erie, was made in the most 
perfect order, nor was any thing left behind us which could be of 
any advantage to the enemy. 

'Vith the highest Qsteem and respect, 
I have the honor to be, 

Sir, 
your obedient servant, 

[Signed] H. LEA VENWORTlI, 
Colonel D. S . .9.rmJ!I' 

NOTE. It is to be understood tllat Major Arrowsmith, of the 
.22d regiment, rendered me every ser"ice during the a-ction, and 
after the command of the brigade devolved on me, which his short 
acquaintance with the troops would admit, He joined the bri~ad8 
eithel' a few minntes before or after the commencement of the 
action. 

• 
Extract of a Letter frf1m Brig. Gen. JAMBS MILLBR to a friend 

in Boston. 

Sir, 
FORT ERIE, Sept. 4th, i814. 

I imprl)ve the opportnnity which a short indnlgence from duty 
allows, of hastily communicating to you the occurrences of the 
allpon of the 2Mb, and the present situation of the army, which is 
n9'1 closely invested by the enemy at this post.· 



On tlte 25th Gen. Scott was deiachrd from our position at 
Chippewa by Gen. Brown, with dil'ections to occupy Queenstown. 
He marche!l with his own hl'igade, and in two hours the sound ot' 
his musketry informed liS that he was ~'losely engaged with ths 
enemy. At this time, the 2d brigade and othel' corps were quietly 
remaining in camp. All immediately marched, without calling in 
onr piquets and other parties, to the support of the 1st brigade.­
'Ve found them at the distance of' tlll'ee miles, gallantly support­
ing a most nnequal conflict. Our al'l'ival was a little past sun-set, 
and SOO\l changed the aspect of the field. 

The enemy's artillery was advantageously posted upon an em,~ 
nenee eommandin; the plain. The destl'Uction which it dealt 
through OUI' !'allks, suggested the imperious necessity of carrying 
the height. This General Ripley directed to be done with his own 
briga!~e-the '21st regiment. advaneed and charged the battery in 
front: he led the 23d UPOIl their flanle-both these regiments pres­
SPilt, were less than 'JOO men. The movement was performed in 
the most heroie manner by both regilllents, and in a few minntes we 
found \Jun.;e'ves in possession or the whole park, consisting of seven 
llieces, and t:Je enemy was ronted in every direction. But his line 
was soon f'ormed in real' of the artillery, and several most desperate 
charges were made to I'eg~in the ground and artillery, from which 
lie ha!1 heelll~rivcn ; he was repulsed as often as the attempt was re­
newed, with .great slaughter. During two or thl'ee charges the con­
test was carried on by the '2tl brigade. Gen. Porter soon bl'ought lip 
his command to support it ; and Lieut. Col. Jessup, with the 25th 
regiment, also arrived at the same Iloint. The action closed at 11 
o'clock, and we found ourselves in complete possession of the field, 
the enemy having been driven at e\'ery point. 'Ve remained near 
an hour, when Gen. Brown ordered General Rip.ley to retire to the 
camp-tllis movement was effected in perfect order, hQt through 
some unfortunate circumstance, the trophies of our victory, tbe ar­
tillery, were not eal'fied oft: As General Brown remained in com­
mand upon the field until we retired, I do not consider General 
Ripley in the least accountable for this neglect, more especially 
as I understood that the order was to retire immediately. Some 
]Iave shewn a disposition to detract from the merit of Gen. Ripley, 
and to charge upon him the commission of all the errors which 

• (:enel'al Miller at this time commanded the 21st regiment, and lell it to 
~his cbnJ'~e. 



.uecurred. lam, however, fully satillfied of his good conduct gen-, 
erally as an officer, .as well as of his discernment and ability iu tIle 
tiel.} on this day. 

--
ALBANY, 20TH MARCH, 18M. 

JJrigadier General RIP/.Er, 

Sir, 

Agreeab]y to your request, I wm state to the best of my 
~'ecollection) the amouut of the order given you by Major General 
Brown, in his own tent, about i o'dock in the morning of the 26th 
Ju]y, 1814, and of some conversation that took place, between the 
General and myself, at Judge Barker's, some days after you had 
taken your position with the army, then under YOllr command, at 
~rtE~ . 

After the troops had retired from the field of battIe, on the 
night of the 25th of Ju]y, to their encampment at Chippewa, I ae­
compimied Brigadier Gen. Ripley, to Major Gen. Brown's tent. 
General Brown was then confined to his bunk, in consequence of a 
wound received on that occasion-considerable conversation took 
place respecting the battIe, and of the relative strength of the two 
armies; both were of opinion thllt there was not much difference 
in our loss, but were of opinion that that of the enemy was greater 
than our own, as many of their valuable officers had been captured, 
and were then in our possessiou. Gen. Brown ordered Gen. Ripley 
to have the troops refreshed, and at revellie in the morning to take 
up .his march fol' the fil'ld of battle, and that if the enemy appear­
ed in force, to be g.verned el1tirely by circumstances. 

Gen. Brown, at Judge Barker's, sometime between the 5th and 
10th of August, asked me malJY questions respecting the battIe of 
N.iagara. After relating to him the circumstances which came 
undCl' my own view, the Genera! expressed his pleasure at our 
reeollectioDIl having served so correctly, and tllat to Gen. Rip]ey 
he was under strong obligations, for to his gallantry and uniformly 
good conduct he was indebted for the safety of the army. 

. (Signed) w. McDONALD, 
Captain 19th Il1fantry. 
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Certificate oj Major S. Burbank. 

I certify on honor that I was an officer in Gen. Ripley's brigade 
at the battle of Bridgewater on the 25th July, 1814; that I belong­
ed to the 21st regiment under the eommand of Col. James Miller; 
that when the brigade arrived within abollt one hundred and fifty 
yards of the enemy's park of artillery, I heard Gen. Ripley give 
orders to Col. M.iIIer to advance ",ith the 21st regiment and 
charge the enemy's battery. Gen. Brown was not present at tbe 
time the above order was given. 

I further testify, that I have seen Capt • .McDonald's statement, 
siven before a Court of Inquiry at Tl'OY, and so far as my knowl. 
edge extends, the facts are correctly stated. 

(Signed) S. BURBANK, 

Boston, June, 1815. 

GEN. RIPLEY, 

Sir, 

.Major by brevet, U. S . .f1rmy. 

--
TROY, (N. Y.) March f6th, fi45~ 

I have the honor to state to you, that a few minutes aftl'r the 
close of the action of the 25th of July, 1814, near the falls of the 
Niagara, on returning to the heights at Lundy's lane, from which 
I had a few minutes before been absent. I overtook Capt. Austin, 
the senior aid-de-camp of Major Gen. Brown, who was ill quest of 
you; and fearing himself that he should not bl' able to find you, 
he requested me to bear an order to you, which he had in charge 
from Gen. Brown, and which he delivered to me in the followiug 
words: viz. "that Gen. Ripley after collecting and sending oft" 
the wounded, would retire in good order, and in case the enemy 
pressed upon him, wonld face about and fight him." Agreeably 
to the request I delivered the order to you on the heights. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 
-With the greatest respect, 

Your obedient and humble servant, 
(Signed) N. S. CLARKE, 

Capt. 11th Inf. Brigade .Major~ 
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SACKET'S HARBOR, &th March, 181/U 

Sir, 
In compliance with your request, I shall state to you sueb facts 

as come within my recollection, that transpired at the battle of 
Bridgewater, U. Canada. 

On the night of tbe 25th July, 1814, at the battle of Bridge­
water, ~ajor Austin, aid to Major Gen. Brown, gave order.. tct 
Brigade Major Clarke aud myself to communicate to Gen. Ripley 
that Generals Brown and Scott were wounded, and the command 
devolved on Geu. Ripley; and that it was Gen. Brown's ordel"8 
that Gen. Ripley should march the troops from the field of action 
to the mouth of Chippewa Creek, where the army had encamped 
previous to the battle, without delay; and if he was attacked ill 
making his retreat. he should defend himself. This order we re­
eeived at the White House, about balf It mile from where the 
battle was fought. We accordingly made all baste to inform yoo 
of this order, wbich order Brigade Major Clarke communicated 
to you, Sir, in my preseuce. Previous however to your receiving 
tbili order, there were, I should !liy, ten or twelve waggons going 
to the field of battle, to carry off the wounded: they had arrived 
as far as the White House, wben they were ordered not to proeeed 
any further, but to return to camp. I cannot say who gave the 
Clrder for them not to proceed any furtber. 

Your most obedient, 
Most bumble servant, 

(Signed) JNO. P. LIVINGSTON. 
JJ.djutant zsd Iuf. 

-.-
Statement of Lieut. Col. Hindman. 

After the enemy was repulsed (at Bridgewater) the last time by 
our troops on the hill, I rode to the rear to bring up my spare 
ammunition waggons. On my return with them I met Gen. Brown, 
who gave me orders to the following effect: ., Collect your artil­
lery as well as you can, and retire immediately; we shall all 
march to camp." He observed, that we bad done as much as 
we could de i that nearly all 4Ulf officers were killed or wG~ded; 



that he llimself was wounded, and he JtllOnght it best to retire (0 

camp. I proceeded to execute my orders. The firing had ceased. 
In my opinion not more than fifteen hundred men could have been 
c"OlIected in our camp for battle on the motUlllg of the 26th July. 

(Signed) 

Sir, 

J. HINDMAN, 

llrev. Lt. Col. U. S. ol. commanding 

"t olrtil. on the .N'ia gara Frontier. 

-+-

In answer to yonr inquiries relative to the action of the 26th 
July, at Bridgewater, I would observe that being at that time 
severely indisposed with the fever and ague, I ha.d anopJ-lortunity 
of witnessing llUt few of the mov~ments or trammctions of the day. 
I ean state, hO~ever, that Brig. Gen. Scott crossed the Chippewa 
River with his brigade (about 900 strong,) in the afternoon of the 
25th, about two hours before sunset, and marched down the Nia­
gara. That about slIllset, while the tl'Oo'ps were paraded for roU 
caIl, a heavy fire of musketry was heard from the direction Gen. 
Scott had marched; that the second brigade was immediately 
formed, and marched with the greatest expedition to reinforce 
Gen. Scott. Immediately after the second hrigade had marched, 
I collected about fifty men of the 21st and .23d regiments, most 
of whom had returned to camp from washing, and other parties, 
on hearing the firing, and followed with as much expedition as 
possible. 'On arriving near the field of action, and being unsucG 
cessful in attempting to join my brigade, I saw the adjutant gene­
ral, who ordered me to remain with my detachment ou the ground,. 
(I had halted till I was conducted to it,) and in the mean time tl) 
prevent the soldiers returning to camp. About eleven o'clock at 
night, as Major Gen. Brown was returning to camp, he observed 
10 me that our troops were about withdrawing from the field, and 
ordered me to remain with my detachment where I then was till 
they had passed, and then follow them to the camp. So&n after 
the troops passed in good order, under the command of Gen. 
Ripley, to the best of my judgment about 600; and I with my 
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detachment followed agreeably to orders, and the ,,,hole arl'ived 
in camp about 12 o'clock at night. 

I have the honor to be 
Very respectfu II y, 

Your obedient serva.nt, 
(Fiigned) MORRILL MA.RSTON, 

Brevet .Majol' 21st Inf, 
Brig. Gen. E, W. Ripley. 

-+-
On the morning of the 25t11 July, 1.814, the American army' 

under the command of Major Gen, Brown, being then encamped 
at Chippewa, U. C. I was detailecl and assigned to the comma.iJ1l 
of a piquet, w hieh a!;reeably to the directions I received, was postell 
on the lowel' side of the Chippewa creek, neal' the banks of the 
Niagara river, on the road leading from Chippewa to Queenstown 
heights, about a quarter of a mile from the encampment. 

Between 8 and 9 o'clock, A. M'. I discovered a part of the enemy 
on an eminence near the falls. a mile and a half', or two miles in 
advanee of the piquet. The party was stationary, and continued 
so during the day. Of this I gave immedia.te notice to the officer 
of the day. Between:l.2 and 1. o'clock, a few of the enemy's dra­
goons approached very near the piquets, and were fired on by some 
men concealed in advauce; and fl'equently in different directions 
small parties of the enemy were observable from the piquets, of 
whieh the officer of the day was informed; who, when he visited 
the piquet ob~erved, that the information he had received wa" 
communicated tu the General, who ridiculed the idea that the enc 
my wert; in fOl'ce near t.he falls. 

Betwe/ln 5. and 6 o'clock, p. TIl. General Scott with hi~ brigade. 
marched Ilast the piquet on the road to Queenstowu. The partie· 
(If the enemy ill view retil'ed at bis approach. 

Near the falls, and on the gronnd oecllpied by the enemy, (:;, 
heretofore mentioned) Gen. Scott's advance were fired on, and :\ 
few minutes after, the action became general. Captain Spencer 
General Brown's aid,-rode up and inquired "where was the firing?" 
and when informed returned to camp. Having received orders, 1 
moved with the piquet to join Gen. Scott, and not f'ar ill my real 
wa!! the 2£1 brigade, nnder G41neral Ripley. Tbe m(}vement~ Our 

5 
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iug the remainder of the battle, are detailed iDCapta:i~ McJ.)on-, 
aId's testimony, which, as far as my knowledge extegds, Is,eorreet. 

General Ripley was singularly bralJe and actit:e. 

Sir, 

[Signed] A. W. ODELl., 
Capt. 2ad Infantry. 

-+-
PITTSTQWN, Rensellaer County, (l'iY.) 

20th March, 1815. 

IN conformity to your wishes, as expres&ed" to me at our 
last interview, I avail myself of the present opportunity (the ear­
liest that has since o('cDrred,) to detail such' of the ('Tents as 
eame under my observation, ill which you had an official agency, 
or personal interest, at 1hft aetion of Bridgewater on the 26th July 
fast; together with the relative situation of the two armies on the 
morning subsequ'-'nt to that sanguinary conflict. 

The testimony of your aid, Capt. McDonald,- before the" court 
of inquiry convened to investigate your conduct at Troy, is so ac­
curate, full, and luminous, that a repetition would be superflu­
ous. 

I shall content myself, thererore, at present, with declaring that 
so far as my observation extended, the narrative of Capt. McDo­
nald contains a faithful and correct statement of facts relating 
to the operations of your brigade, and of the army, after you 
assumed the command, from the commencement to the termination 
of the al'tion; excepting. that thl: witness was, in my opinion, 
generally incorrect in his estimate of distances; which would, I 
think, have approximated nearer to accuracy, if he had substitu-" 
ted feet for yards. During the action I "was a witness to your 
indefatigable zeal and activity. When hostilities had eeased for 
the night, I well recollect your anxiety to render the victory com­
plete, by securing the enemy's artillery; and when that was found to 
be impraeticable, your humanity. as exemplified in your attention 
to the wounded, wali no lesi conspicuous than your valor in the 
field. 
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On tbe return of the army to camp, the corps to wbich I belon~. 
ed was stationoo at the bridg!' on the opposite side oC the Chippe­
wa, to guard that pass from surprise. Just afler the dawn oC 
day on the next morning~ the army was put in motion; but the 
sun had acquired a considerable fllevat~on. hefore our column had 
taken up a line of march towards the grouud occu pied by us, the 
preceeding night. In this interval justice compels m~ ,to llaY, that 
your exertious were unremitted to arrange, concentrate, and pre­
eipitate your force upon the enemy, with the least possible delay. 
A variety of canses, however, tended to retard the fulfilment of your 
designs and wisheil ; among which the death or disability of many 
of our aLl est officers, the extreme fatigue of the troops, and the dis­
persed and deranged state of the different corps, may be enumerat· 
ed. Corroborative of the latter estimatio n, I shall remark, that, 
{If the company which T commanded, consisting of forty-five effec~ 
tives on the field, of which seventeen only were killed or wounded, 
I was able to muster but nine, on the return of our regiment to 
Chippewa bridge the preceding night. 

Having proceeded about half a mile on the Queenstown road, 1 
was ordered (by Gen. Ripley) in conjunction with Lieut. Hiddle, 
of the 15th infantry, to prllceed with our respeetive companies 
through the woods on our left, advance towards the enemy, and 
reconnoitre his position, strength and movements. His order was 
executed. On unmasking from the woods, we discovered the en-

. emy posted on a height, about a mile in advauce of the ground 
where we left him. His whole battery was planted on an eminence 
upon the right of the road; his left extended in line, so far as I 
could see, througb an orchard towards the ]Ii iagara, b~ wlaich that 
flank was undoubtedly protected. His right was ill eolumn near 
the battery, in force, apparently more t.han sufficient when display­
ed into line, to extend to a wood, difficult to be penetrated. The 
column aud line of tbe enemy was in British artillery and infantry 
uniform. I saw no dragoons, (a f'ew videttes and patroies exc!'pt­
ed) no Glengarians, militia nor Indians. The enemy's numbers, 
which I endeavored to ascertain with as great degree of compar­
ative accuracy as possible, must have been at least, one quarter, 
or one third part greater than your whole effective force. His 
position was commanding, his flanks well covered, his centre im­
penetrable, unassailable, aud it would, in my humble opinion, have 
been an act of rashness bordering on insanity, to have attempted 



an attack Oil a veteran foe, possessing every advantage, exceptin5 
~eal, intclligenc!l, and intrepidity. 

1 am, General, 
Your sincerely and faithfully 

devoted fl'jclld and servant, 
[Signed] SAMUEL TAPPAN, 

~st. Lt. 23d reg. ~ S. InJ, 
General RIPLE¥". 

ALBANY, MARCH 16th, 1816, 
Sir, 

You requested my opinion as to the BritisJl force opposed to us 
at the battle of the Niagara Falls, &c. I have nscertained from, 
a number of intelligent friends, in and fl'om Canada, as well as 
from my family, which left Burlington on the 12th of October last, 
that the British force Ilt the battle of the Niagara Falls, including 
militia and Indians, ampunted to nearly five thousand; the militia 
from the District of Lonllon, from the Home District, and tlle 
District of Niagara, \vere called out; the latter were called out 
en masse. After the militia !:Ieing tlisellarged, by a General Order 
of Drnmmond~ the regular force that afterwards appeared opVe­
site B1ack-li'rick, dra,' n up in their separate lines, appeared, in my 
ollinion, to be<about three thousauil strong. Information from Can-
ada siDce~ confirms me in that opinion. < " 

I IJave the honour to he 
Your obedient llUmhle servant, 

[SigQcd,] AB'M. MARKLE, 

Gencral RIPLEY, 
;Major. U. S . .9.rtliy, 

-+-
Demo Genera7, 

BOSTON, JUNE 9th, t81a. 

I LAST evening mentioned tbat I, while a prisoner o~ war, had 
malle some minutes of "bat I saw Ilnd heard respectin~l1e force 
of the enemy on the 25th of July last: I find that I have lllft tbeql 
at my father's a.t Rehoboth. I will therefore IItat6 from recolle6, 
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HOD, the situation as wen as the force of the enemy, as far as they 
fell under my observation. 

I was taken by the 163d regiment, W]IO WE're formed on the left of 
General Ri.al's brigada, .nearly at right angles, with their left 
thrown forward: there appeared to be on this wing about two 
regiments. There was a eolumn of troops between the river and 
the height, and as I supposed on the Queenstown road. I also saw 
a. column of men on the twelve mile creek road, with their front 
Dearly opposite to Lundy's house, at least one thousand mlm ; they 
were standing at ease, and had not been in any part of the action; 
in their rear were militia and Indians. I also saw about two 
hundred mounted Indians. 1 remained nearly an hOllr in the rear 
of their line, say lifty paces, and then waB taken to 12 mile creek, 
where I arrived, the slln about two hours high, in the morning. I 
was there informed by "ffieel's who were wounded at Chippewa, 
that the reinforcement under General Drummond amounted to four 
thousand, but they might have spoken in round numbers. But 
from a conversation with Col. Talbot, at 40 mile creek, four days 
after the action, the reinforcement would stand thus :-regulars two 
thousand jit·e hundred, militia and Indians one thousand. 

General Rial's force is as well known to you as to me, and per­
haps better. I met three detachments of men on my way to Kings­
ton; two near York, and one near Kingston, of' about five hundred 
men each: and a detachment at Kingston to march in a few days. 

. I am, with high respect, 
[Bignell] DAVID PERRY, 

Brig. Gen. E. W. R·ipley. 
Capt. 5th. Inf. 

I, John Castello, a private soldier in the grenadier company of 
the British 104th regiment, state, that I arrived with my regiment 
and the 89th, at the 12 mile creek, on the 24th of July, from Kings­
ton. The 89th, 103d, and flank companies of the t04th reg. march­
ed together from the 12 mile creek, on the 25th, and came up with 
the British army, then engaged at Lundy'S Jane with the Ameri­
'cans. 'Vil arrived at half past 9 o'clock in the evening. After 
the action was closed the British army lay during the remainder 
flr the Disht in Lundy's lane, about a quarter of a mile from the 



heights-towards the Niaga.ra river. Beforesurt-rise on th~ 
.. oruing of tbe 26th, the whole army wa~ paraded.;.....there were at 
least 34(J0 British troops in the field at that time. 

his 
[Signed] JOHN ~ CASTELLO. 

ma,rk. 

ALBANY, MARCH 21st, f815, 

We certify, thatthli above named John Castello, made and su~ 
ll'cribed the foregoing statement iu our presence. 

[Signed] JAMES C. BRONOUGH, 
Hospital Sur-geoR, U; S.JJ" 

[Signed] A. W. ODELL, 
Capt. 23d Infantr!!, 

---_.,::------
The following is the statement of Sergeant Dean "' aymoutli, of the 

late 21St regiment inf~ntry, respecting the state of the enemjl's 
forces at, and after the close of the action of the 25th of, Jzily, 
tS14, at Niagara, in which he was wounded ani made prisoner. 

Previous to the close of the action of the ,5th July, 1814, at 
Niagara, a lI'jnforcement of 2000 men from Kingston. joined the 
enemy on the battle ground-at the terminatirm of which he retired,. 
with a force estimated at 5000 strong. about half a mile down 
Lundy1s lane, and encamped until the nexfmorning at day;li~ht, 
,vhen he drew up his forces in three lines, viz. front, rear and 
resen-e-the former on tbe plain, the two latter in the woods. At 
II o'clock, A. M. this army moved up to, and cGvered the battle 
ground, where the above named Sergeant lay wounded, from 
whenc~ ,they re'moved thr minnon left the night previons,-:'ahd re­
mained, shewing readiness to renew the action, about one hour, at 
the saine time reeonnoitreing the American army, until they dis­
~overed from it, a disposition n9t to'meet tbem,-wheiltbe enemy 
moved forward his whole force, about three quarters of a mile, 
where he remained till afternoon, whence he retired to the battle 
groulld, and continued two €lays before he moved towards the posi­
tion of the American ariny, which was \it Fort Erie, 'by' reason ~t' 
the destruction of Chjppewa'brid~e. 



The-enemy's army was said to have retired. not knowing the 
position of the American army, to,avoid stratagem, until day-light, 
when they confidently expected with their addttiolHlI r.ree, llav­
ing drained forts George and Niagara, to renew the action suc­
cessfully. 

The a hove was taken, at the request of Major General Ripl(lY, 
early in the month of June last. 

[Signed] JAMES T. B. ROMAYNE, 

BOSTON, Au",. 7th, :t8U. 

-+-

.Major, U. S. J1. 
Brigade Inspector. 

Bvents after the Retreat to F01't ETie. 

On the 26th of July the army retrograded on Fort 
Erie, and encamped opposite to Black Rock. This 
movement received the express sanction of Maj. Gen. 
Brown. On the 27th Gen. Ripley, contrary to the 
opinions of the engineers, directed the troops to assume 
the position on the lift of Fort Erie. He issued an 
order to Lieut. Col. Towson to build a battery on 
Snake Hill, (which covered the left of the position,) 
taking the opinion or the engineers as respected its 
construction. He also directed in person the positioni 
where the lines were to be drawn. Col. McRee in the 
first instance thought it not necessary to entrench at all ; 
and at first his opinion preferred the heights opposite 
Black Rock. It is believed, although there were 
many conflicting opinions at the time, that not an 
officer of the army can now be found, who will assert 
that General Ripley could have hazarded a battle with 
the enemy on the 26th of July, without assuredly losing 
t~ army; for in less than five daysl a force more than . . 



double' our number invested us, notwithstanding the 
1l1iliti~dJ!J~IJ!..:had been. discharged, and the gar­
ris~ ordered from Forts George and Niagara • ... 

• 

Captain Kirby" Certificate. 

In compliance with the request of Gen. Ripley, I certify to tliff 
following statement of occurreMes on the Niagara frontier, 8ubse" 
quent to the action at the Falls on the 25th of July last, 

The army had assumed its position at Erie, and from the 27'th 
was employed, under the command and direction of Gen. Ripley, 
in co~pleting the defences of that post. On this duty every man 
not on guard was engaged until about the 5th or 6th of August, 
when Gen. Gaines arrived and assumed the command. Within 
this period much labor had jJeen performed, as the different parties 
had relieved each other in such a manner, that the work was 
carried on as well by night as during the day. Fort Erie, which 
protected the right flank of the camp, had been much improved; 
a redoubt had been thrown up on !snake Hill, which covered the 
left; anll these works had been connected by a line of intrencb­
ments and abbatis that furmed the front. The lake was in OIlF 

rear. Gen. Gaines, after his arrival, made no alteration in tbese 
dispositions. 

The enemy did not appear in force until the 3d of August, when 
he drove in our piquets, effected a reconnoisance of the camp, .and 
made preparations fur its investment. 

On the 30th of July I was sent by Gen. Ripley, with some com­
munication, to Gen. Brown at Buffaloe. While with Gen. Brown 
be spoke of the action of the 25th, and in' tbe cour,~e of his 
remarks, mentioned in high terms the good conduct of the second 
brigade, particularly of tbe 21st regiment belonging to tbat brig­
ade, and expressed his approbation of the conduct of Gen. Ripley 
on that occasion. 

At day light on tbe morning of the 13th of August, the enemy 
opened a Dew battery on the fort and camp, tiring hot shot anil 
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.ells : this cannonade was vigorously continued throngh 111at 
day, night, and succeeding day. At this time Gell. Ripley com­
manded the left wing; and as expectations were entertained of an 
assault, much vigilance was exereised to guard against a surprise. 
It was an OI·der to keep one thil-d of the men, exclusive of the 
regular guards, standing in the works through tbe night; and it 
was the constant practice of Gen. Ripley to be either himself 
awake, Of when he slept to employ olle of bis staff in watching 
all tbat occurred, and in continually visiting the different parts of 
his command. On the night succeeding the 14th, I was calle II 
by him at 11 o'clock, with directions to be particulal'ly observing, 
as he was apprehensive of an attack before morning. About half 
-past twelve, the fire of the enemy slackened, and in an hour had 
entirely ceasell. I called Gen. Ripley, and notified him of the 
circumstance. As their shot passed through the camp, and wouM 
have annoyed a column of their own in its approach upon this 
flank, and as this cessatign of fire might have the effect of putting 
our men off their guard, and from otber indications, Gen. Ripley 
told me that he was satisfied that the enemy meditated an attack. 
He immediately Ol'dered the brigade to be formed in the lines; alllI 
after having seen the men turned out, directed me to report to 
Gen. Gaines his belief that the enemy were in motion. I proeeed­
ed to head-quarters, and found the Geueral, together with his aid, 
Capt. Ranis, in the act of mounting their horses. I communicated. 
my message, and he turned tOWRl'{ls the left flank of tlte camp~ 
where, before our arrival, the attack had commenced. It continuell 
in separate charges for 18 or ZO minutes, when the enemy was 
repulsed with great loss, leaving 150 prisoners in our possession. 
The attack on the right flank did not begin till about the close of 
~he IIftion on the lpft; and I believe that the troops had not bl'ea 
alarmed, or turned out, previuus to the firing of the second brigade 
011 their left. The left of our position was e~ieeUJed the weakest 
point, and we afterward~ ascertained that the strongest column or 
the enemy allvanced upon it. 

During the period occupied in the assault, the command of: 
Gen. Ripley was at all times in order; reinforcements were sent 
to different points without confusion; and the enemy were, 

promptly met, and overpowered with ease. 
(Signed) REYNOLD M.. KIRilV, 

Ar,IlANY, March 20th, .1.815. 

6 

./lid-de- Cam,]!, 



c Major W. S. Foster'sCertijicate. 

In compliance with the request of Gen. Ripley, I certify tluLt 0» 
the 27th da.y of July, 1814, I took the command "f the remains of 
the Hth regiment, amounting in the aggregate for duty (including 
those who wcre washing on the day of action at Bridgewater; and 
who were not engaged, and sixty men of my company who were. 
with me at Schlosser, and some fifteel} or twenty 'men who escaped' 
from the action of the 25th of July, 18t4,) to one hundred and 
twcnty-fivl;l or thirty' men: That on the 27th of July the al'my, 
under the command of Gen .. Ripley, took up its position at Fort 
Erie; the right of the army rested at the Fort, the left at a placc 
known afterwards by the name of' Snake Bill. The enemy, far 
sJlperior in numbers, was near us, and an immediate attack 
was expected from the 27th 'of July to the 6th day o( August. 
The General Was indefatigable in erecting works to defend (if' 
possible) his position agaiust the expected attack. The work 
was carried on without cessation, as well by night as day, by 
officers as well as men. The fort was much strengthened, and 
defended the right flank of the army. A strong redoubt was 
thrown lip. fOl', the protection of the left 6auk. The centre of the 
army was protected by a breastwork, ditch, and a double row of 
abbatis: this breastwork connected the fort with Snake Hill, 

011 the 3d of August the enemy attacked and drove in our 
piquets, aud reconnoitred 0111' camp and works: he chose how­
ever rather to make hi~ approaches regularly than to ,attack 
and carry the position by storm. ' 

On the 6tb 01' 7th of August Gen. Gaines anived, and took 
the command of the army: no alteration of Gen. Ripley's works, 
for the defence of the anDY, was directed by him; bnt they were 
ordered to be completed as soon as possible. On the night follow­
ing the 12th of August, two of the three schooners then at Erie: 
"ere ent out by the enemy, and drifted 'down "the river. 'nlese 
schooners annoyed the enemy vel'y milch hy their fire upon llis 
workiiIg parties, and assisted IlS in the defellce of the place. '0" 
tIle 13th of August the enemy opened his batterills, with bombs, 
shot, &c. and continued his fire until almost dusk, on the Hth, 
when one of our caissonii was blown up by a hot shot: from its 
hein,; near the Fort, the enemy supposed it to be Ollr, principal 
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R1agazine: he immediately mounted hill works and gave three 
cheers. From the circumstance of his being elated at the explo­
sion of the caisson, fl'om the weathel' being favorable, and from 
his keeping up his fire, with little intermission, until half past 12 

o'clock on that night, many were induced to believe (as was the 
case) that we should be attaeked before light. The attack com­
menced on the left flank, which was defended by General Ripley's 
brigade, commanded by him. His brigade was in good order, and 
by being prepared and having no confusion, he was enabled to 
repel their determined and repeated attacks, and to make about 
160 prisoners, without assistance fl'om any other division of the 
army. 

The reason why I have mentioned the regular order of the 
General's brigade, and that there was no confusion, was owing to 
the positive knowledge of these facts, from my position in the 
command of the Hth regiment, wbich placed me so near as tp be 
perfectly able to hear all words of command given, in his brigade, 
as well as in the enemy's column. 

This column, which the General defeated, was supposed to be 
·the greatest that moved against us. 

t (Signed) WM. S. FOSTER, 

Jl'lajol' U. S. JJrmy. 

--
Col. Hindman's Statement. 

After the enemy was repulsed at Bridgewater the last time by 
our troops on the hill, I rode to the rear to bring up my spare am­
munition "'aggoi1s. On my return with them, I met Gen. Brown, 
who gave me orders to the following effect: '" Collect your artil­
leryas well as you can and retire immediately, we sha II all march 
to camp." He observed that we had done as much as we €ould 
do; thar nearly all our officers were :killed or wounded; that he 
himself was wounded, and he thought it best to retire to camp. 
I proceeded to execute my orders-the firing had ceased-'Vllen 
upon the hill with the troops, I inquired 1'01' General Ripley, to 



Iifllllmuuicatc the orders I had received. I did not see Gen. Ripley 
at that time. 

Immedtately after this, I turned my attention to getting off the 
enemy's brass 24 poundel', and for this purpose detached Lieut. 
Fontaine, of the artillery, with orders to take it f'I'om the field, and 
a.flerwards ordered Lieut. Kincard, of the artillery to assist bim. 
I then rod.e to lhe bottom of the hill, and after great difficulty, 
proeured some horses, and at the same time ordered several wag­
gons to lhe toJ' of the hill, to bring oft' the wounded. On my re­
turn to the gun, some of the waggons having previously reached 

/ the hill, I diseovered the guu and waggo.ns in possession of the 
enemy; some of the men and horses were captured-I left the 
field at tbe same time. When I reached the troops on their return 
to camp, Lieut. Fontaine informed me, that "I had left him but a 
few minutes, before the em'my eharged his little party at the gun, 
a,nd made them all prisoners. He escaped by dashing through 
theil' ranks on horseback, it being dark. 

In my opinion, not mor-e than fifteen hundred men, eonld have 
be-en collected in our camp for battle, on the morning of the .2!ith 
of July. 

(Signed) J. HINDMAN, 

Bret'et Lieut. Col. U. s . .9 . 

• Majol' HaT1'i$'S Statement. 

Sir, 
BOSTON, AUGUST 23,1815. 

IN compliance with your request, I have tIle honor of stating to 
you the conversation which passed between myself and tbat bigbly 
distinguished officer, Lieutenant Colonel Towson, of tbe artillery. 
When he retired from the field, at the close of the action at Niaga­
ra, I asked him if the enemy's pieces could not be bronght off ; 
he replied that he had no horses; I offered him those of my troop­
he asked if I had harnesses; answering him in the negative, he 



~bljerved, ~t was then impossible to bring them off. Our force the. 
next morning, I presume, did not exceed 1500 men. 

Your obedient servant, 
(Sir;ned) SAMUEL D. HARRIS, 

Brevet .Major .I1rtillery, 
late Captain Regiment Dragoons. 

Statement of a British Officer. 

ALBANY, MARCH 17,1815. 

I eerpfy, that Capt. Loring, aid-de-camp to Gen. Drummond of 
the British army, and prisoner at war to the U. States, informed 
me in the month of January last, that Gen. Drummond had about 
two thousand infantry, and four or five hundred light dragoons, 
which were not brought into action at Bridgewater, near Niagara 
Falls, on the 25th of July. He also stated, that the two thousand 
infantry were a part of the reinforcement from Kingston, and 
arrived at Bri~ewater sometime after the action commenced. 

(Signed,) WM. BROW~ING, 
Capt. 9th Infantry. 
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It was expected by the·· nation that General :Ripley 
wOlrld be immediately placed in arrest for the disobe­
dience of orders stated in Gen. Brown's report of the 
7th of August. Instead of that, Gen. Ripley. received 
the following communication: 

Sir, 

HEAD-QUARTERS, CALEDONIA, 

15th August, 1814. 

You have permission to be absent for eight weeks,-at the end 
of which you will please to report to the Commanding General on 
this frontier in person. 

By oreIer of .Maj. Gen. Brown. 
'Vith great respect, 

(Signed) C. K. GARDNER, 
BI·ig. Gen. Eo W. RIPLEY, J1djutant General. 

Fort Erie. 

In May last, Gen. Brown wrote a letter, which was 
shewn to Gen. Ripley by Mr. Dallas, acting secreta·ry: 
at \"1ar; the substance of it is given from recollec. 
tiona 

'VA,SHINGTON CITY, MAY, 1815. 

Hon. Alex. J. Dallas, /' 

Sir, 
My report of the 7th August created 811 imprcssion, in relation 

to Gen. Ripley, which I by no means intended. I did not intend 
to implicate his courage, his talents, or his zeal. . 

III that ('eport I stated, that I had given him orders to meet and 
beat the enemy on tbe morning of the 26th July. This order was 
not given until after the command .of the army had entirely devolv­
ed upon Gen. Ripley; and I am fully convinced, that circum­
stances afterwards occurred, to satisfy the judgment of Gen. Rip­
ley that the order could not be executed. 

Justice to myself,. as well as to the army, requires that I should 
make this statement. 

(Signed) JACOB BROWN. 
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This is the substance of a letter which was written 
to the war department. Without resorting to extraor. 

. dinary reasons, which never existed, the letter at once 
illustrates the motives of Gen. Ripley's conduct in rela. 
tion to Gen. Brown. Previously to the writing of it, 
Gen. Ripley had no intercourse with Gen. Bro\vn, 
farther than was rendered necessary by military etiquette. 
Had the letter been made public, the necessity for thi5 
developement would not have existed, 
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IT i~ a painful task to scrutinize the action of Niagara; it 

shall be done briefly, and only in relation to the enemy's artillery; 
attempts having been made, by some officers attached to the 
General Staff, to throw the censure of its not being removed upon 
Gen. Ri"ley. 

The artillery was captured. That it should at once have been 
rem(}ved to the rear is obvious; this could have been effected in one 
hour,merely by ordering up the spare horses that were with our reserve 
of artillery. It then would not have been subject to contingencies. 
Instead of that, less than half our force was defending it in a 
most desperate manner: that force by killed, wounded and strag­
glers continually lessened: the enllmy was reinforced, and when 
he retired from the contest, simply retreated uuder the hilI, 
about 200 yards from our line. Our force had become so diminished, 
that the last charge compelled the whole line to recoil, and it was 
with unexampled difficulty that it was rallied. It had become re­
duced to not more than six hundred, exhausted and almost without 
officers. Gen. Brown remained on the ground (not on the height, 
but in the rear) in command. His woullli was a Hesh wound in 
the thigh, which did not dismount him. Under th~$e circumstances 
Gen. Ripley first discovered our own artillery to" be gone, and in 
full march toward Chippewa ;-in consequence, as he afterwards 
learnt, of orders from Gen. Brown to Col. Hindman. Next came 
a peremptory order to collect the wonnded and retire. Gen. Ripley 
was satisfied that his troops could not withstand another charge. He 
attempted to remove the artillery by means of detachments. !t 
was unavailing. Under these circumstances was he to ohey or dis­
obey the order? Had he disobeyetl it, and been destroyed by 
another charge, what would have lieI'n the consequences to hill1-
self personally and to the army? His force was too weak to admit 
of assuming that responsibility by a delay; and no military man 
could have done it. 
~hen Gen. Brown ordere(l Col. Hindman "to get off his 

arbllery as well as he could," he might have Ol'd-ered him to take 
his pieces to the rear; and then return with his horses and har­
ness and remove 111e artillery of the enemy; bllt previously to 
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Oen. Ripley's being ordered to retire, all OUI' artillery had hl'en 
marched for Chippewa, and it was not till ten days after. that· 
Gen. Ripley ascertained by whose orders. 

It will be observed, that olJ.r force was almost demolished in 
defending the captured artillery, In this cOll~isted the radical 
error, Either when the artillery was cdptured, we should have 
determined to sleep upon the battle-ground, in which case all our 
stragglers, piquets, and fa.tigue parties in camp should have been 
brought np,-or the artillery should at once have been removed 
to Chippewa, antI thereby have saved the severe lo~s sustained in 
defending it. Had it been removed when Gen, Ripley made the 
fil'st request, our loss would have been small, and the" trophies" 
would have been seeured. 

When the troops reached Chippewa. it wa~ computed, that there 
were one thousand men in camp, exclusive of the column which 
had retired, Had 'one of' the Staff been sent, two hours before, to 
collect this force, the necessity of retiring would in all probability 
have been obviated. 

While the c"lumn was moving on Chippewa, Col. Hindman 
discovered five or six horses. He immediately returned, with a 
view to remove the artillery. His statement, as first given, is 
incomplete, owing to a mistake of the copyist; it is therefore re­
peated in full. 

The 25th regiment, under the gallant Col. J essnp, \US detached 
from the brigade of General Scott, when he fil'st advancell to­
ward the enemy. Between that period and the time it was fonnd 
on the right of'the heights, there is of course no narrative of its 
operations. It was ordered into line, with lhe second lll'igailr, 
by General Ripley. This regiment had operated on the ell<,my's 
flank, in a most heroic and succe~sf'ul manner, Major Ketcham 
had captured Major General Ria1. It is worthy of' remark, that 
Colonel Jessup had fought closely against the enemy's flank 
with no other force at that point to sustain him, had preserved his 
regiment entire, and had eaptured half as many prisoners as his 
whole force in the field. This fact evinces a gallantry and judg­
ment not less remarkable than that of Colonel Leavenworth, who 
was aMe to maintain his ground, and advance with supported arms, 
pl'eviously to the arrival of the second brigade, anti that with olle 
haIf of the officers and men of' his battalion killed or wounded. 

General Moreau advanced it as an invariable position, that no 
troops could remain unbroken after one quarter were killed or 
wounded, Many incidents evince that this will not apply to our 
service. 

It is proper to observe here, that when Gen. Miller and Capt. 
McDonald speak of the formation of Gen. Porter's line, they have 
reference to the period of' its being formed on the left, in line 
with the second brigade. Gen. Porter and his gallant volunteers 
immediately aftel' the heights were carried, and before any chan;e 
wa!! made to recapture the artillery, camc lip and fO/'ml'd at right 
angles, with the left of'the 2d brigade, with their left thrown to the 
rear. In this situatioll, they repulsed the flank movements of the 

7' 
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enemy. After on~ or two charges, their lei{ was thrown forward 
liO as to form a prolongation of' Gen. Ripley's line. 

It is due to that corps that GeD. Ripley should declare, as oth6T 
declarations have been imputed to him, that he nevel' sp&ke of 
it but with the highest aDd most sincere respect. A res!Ject 
created by witnessing its uniform good conduct in the camp and in 
the field. No corps for its gallantry, its patience, and its hardi~ 
llOOd, deserves more credit from its country. 

General Ripley states in the most positive mannel', that from 
the period of his entering the army until the present momeDt, he 
has been neither the autllOr nor adviser of any publication what­
ever, either in the newspapers or in any periodical paper, except~ 
iug such official documents as have borne his signature. 

The irregularity of the arrangement of the foregoing l)apers i'$ 
the result of' haste and employment in other pursuits. 

--+-
NOTES. 

Note to page 14. " Gen. Scott, with the three remai.o,ing hat­
talions on the right; but the latter were so situated as not to he 
engaged." This ought to be, "were Sll situated as not to be en­
gaged in line with the .2d ~_" It is probably an errol! in 
transcribing. ~..:..~ 

Page '22. " At this moment the enemy ceased his fire, and re­
tired from the field." 

This retil'ing was mprely falling back to the main hody situated 
!n the rear of t~e artillery. General Rial committed a gl'eat mil­
Itary error. HIs force consisted of at least :':500 men. No officer 
has estimated them at less. His sharpshooters and militia were 
in the woods through which Gen. Scott advaneed. The moment 
GeD. Scott debouched from the woods,Gen. Rial should have flushed 
forward every effective man. But instead of this, he was unwm­
ing to leave Lundy'S ))eight, because it afforded a strong position. 
He simply threw forward his right wing, so as to attempt to rever&e 
Gen. Scott's left; and sent detachments to the front. A bold and 
gallant forward movement at once with Ilis whole f'orce and the 
bayonet, would bave settled, in fifteen minutes, the fate of that 
portion of the American army. Had Gen. Drummond been tbere, 
lie would have done so ; but he did not arrive until afterward, 
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enemy. After on~ or two chftrges, their lei( was tlll'own for",'ftfll 
iO as to form a prolongation of Gen. Ripley's line. 

It is due to that corps that Oen. Ripley should declare, as other 
declarations have heen imputed to him, that he nevel' spoke of 
it but with the highest and most sincere respect. A rupeet 
create!1 by witnessing its uniform good cOlJduct in the camp and in 
the field. No corps tor its gallantry, its patience, and its hardi­
hooel, deserves more credit from its country. 

General Ripley states in the most positive manner, that from 
the period flf his entering the army until the present moment, he 
lias been neither the author nor adviser of' any publication what­
ever, eit her ill the newspapers or in any periodical paper, except. 
illg such official documents as have borne his signature. 

The irregularity of the arrangement of the f'oregoing JlIlpers i, 
the result of bl\ste and employment in other pursuits. 

-+-
NOTES. 

Note to page 14. " Oen. Scott~ with the tbree remaining bat­
talions on the right; but the latter were so situated as not to he 
engaged." This ought to be, "were so situated as not to be en­
gaged in line with the 2d tncnr"i*," It is probably an error in 
transcribing, ~_~ 

. ~ 
Page 22. " At this moment the enemy ceased his fire, and re-

tired from the field." 
This retiring was mrrely falling back to the main body situated 

in the rear of the artillery. General Rial committed a g.'eat mil­
itaryenor. His force consisted of at least :.i600 men, No officer 
has estimated them at less. His sharpshooters and militia were 
in the woods through which Oen. Scott advaneed. The moment 
Gen, Scott debouched from tbe woods,Gen. Rial should have Ilushed 
forward every elrective man. But instead of this, he was unwill­
ing to leave Lundy'S height, because it afforded a strong position. 
He simply threw forward Lis right wing, so as to attempt to rever&e 
Oen. Scott's Jef't j and sent detachments to the front. A bold and 
gallant forward movement at once with I. is whole force and the 
bayonet, would have settled, in fifteen minutes, the fate of that 
portion of the American army. Had Gen. Drummond been there, 
lIe would have done so ; but he did not arrive until afterward. 
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Regimental OffiCCl'S of the first h1'igCtde, July 23rl, 181-1<,}it /01' duty. 
Colonels. Majors. Adjt. Q. Mastel's, Pay Masters. Capt. Suhalterns. 

First brigade, 1 3 3 3 2 8 29 
Casllalt iei of offi~ers of the 1st bl'ig.} killed, wounded and missing in the 1 3 1 Z 1 '7 28 

action of the 25th, 

Regimental o~cers of th,e 1st brig. I 2 1 1 1 '7 
after deductlllg casultles. 5 It is due to Colonel Leavenworth, to remark that he marched with the troops on the morning of the 2sd in com· 

mand of tbe first brigade; and it is pussible that nHUlY officers who were reported sick, lVere yet sufficiently well for 
an action. Every hattalion of this brigade was on the morning of the 26th, commauded by a subaltern, one only except­
ed, and that by a captain. 

Second brigade officers jit Jor duty, July 23d, 1814. Colonek Maj)rs. Adjutants. Qr. Masters. Captains. Subalterns. Second brigade, • 1 2.2 1 1< 25 Ca.sualties in the action, . 1 
2:11 Reg. officers of the 2d brig. ~ 1. after deducting casualties. 5 1 .2 :1 .2 :1.2 

It will be seeu by this Jist dlat both brigades were extremely destitute of officers before the aetioD of Niagara_there 
being few more than a sufficient number to officer one regiment. After three quarters of this small number had 
been killetl or wounded, with nhat hoptl could the action have been reuiwed? 

This calculation is tnade f,'om the official repo~t of the army, July 23d, 1814; and the official list of officers killed, wounded and missing, 
allixeu to the report of the battle of the 25th. 
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.f~ecti-ve force of the army, July ~6th, 1814, as near as can be asce'l'tained. 

ORAND TOTAL,-23d July, (effeetive rank and file,) • • 
Deduct casualties, rank and file, (see official report of the action,) 
Deduct Major Ketchams company, sent to Buffalo with prisoners, 
Deduct Stragglerli, who crossed i!l the boats with the wounded ~ • 

at Buffalo, and afterwards recrossed to Fort El'ie. 5 

Grand Total, effective rank and file, July 26th, 

Deduct Artillery, 

Grand Total effective Infantry, July ~6, 1814. 

723 
60 

200 

983 

\ r.. 

254-9 

983 

1.566 

2.2.t 

i34-li 

It will be observed that the troop of Dragoons is not taken into view in all these calculations.­
It could not act in the field, and was more than out balanced by the three troops of the British 
19th Light Dragoons. 
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