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A N A R RAT I V E, &c. 

-

City of St. John, New Brllnfwick, l'!olth America. 
Jamul), loth. 1790. 

ROn9u1"ed Mariam, 

I N my laft 'packet I tranfmitted, for your Lad\,." 
{hip's perufaJ, the confeffion of William Mooncv 

Fitzgerald, and John Clark", who were executed ill 
A 2 this 

" William Mooney Fitzgerald was barn in the city of 
Limerick, ill. Ireland, in June 1763, of honen and credit­
able parents. At the age of iixteen he joined the White 
Boys, and became their Captain. After committing fe­
veral depredations and capitaJ crimes, he was condemned 
at the age of 19 for a rape, but was pardoned. In the 22d 
year of his age, he and fix others broke open the houfe of 
the Rev. Mr. Buckner of Crome, and carried oft- fifteen 
thoufandguineas, wi~hout being ever detected. In 1735,­
he was again apprehended (under the White Boy act), 
tried, and fentenced to fuffer death j but was reprieved on 
condition of being tranfported, as he thenunderftood, to 
Botany Bay, with 138 more: Yet the C~ptain fteered his 
eourfc for Nova Scotia, in order to fell.them as indentcd 
fervants, bound for the payment of their pafTage-money. 
But it heing difcovered that they were convicts, the Cap­
tain was compelled to refund the money, and take them 
ba~k again. He then carried them to Little River, in the 
flate of Maffachuffets, and put them on fhore oppofite to 
the Wand of Grand Manan, in the Bay of Fundy. Fitz­
geraJd having committed two thefts in that frate, went to 
the city of St. John, Nova Scotia, where he found feveral 
of his fellow convicts, encouraging each other in their 
wicked cOllr!t:s. After committing feveral thefts, Fit:l:geraJd 
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this city on the 18th of December, at noon·, pur(ttant 
.to their {entence, for burglary. Being then cir­
cumfcribed to a few minutes, owing to (he ihip 
being ready for foiiling, I could not defcend to par­
ticulars, but gave your LCld}iliip to ullderftand, that 
they died in the f~ith of Chrift; and that J would, 
the firft opportunity, fend the whole. 

I t was on Friday, December 4, 1789, that I tlrll: 
vifited them. They had, 011 the 3d, been arraignoo, 
tried, and found guilty; and the judge informed 

them, 

was taken IIp for the burglary, for which he and Clark 
... ftuwards fuffcred. Having been remarkably undutiful 
tu his parcrllS, Fitzgerald, Ilruck with remor[e of confcience, 
earneHly exhorted all young people to honour their pa­

Jent5 ; and particularly cautioned young women how they 
trufted themfelves with men of depraved difpofitions. 

Clark was a lfo born in Ireland. He was about the fame 
age as 1'itzgerald. Having aCted unfaithfl111y to the trult 
repo{ed in him !:iy his father, he enlifted h'imfelf as a foldier. 

'He afterwards defeIted, and committed feveral. thefts. 
He again en lifted himfelf in the 38th regiment of foot, 
which foon after embarked for America, where he ferved 
tillihe end of the war. Being then difcharged, he next 
enlified himfelf in the 57th regiment of foot; and after 
leveral trials by Coorts Martial for thefts and other mifde. 
meanors, he was difcharged. In 1786, he was, with t\Vo 
others, tried and fentenced to foffer death for a burgarly 
at Halifax, in America; but was pardoned upon condition 
that he became the executioner of the other two, which he 
did by their confent. Afterwards, whilfr in Nova Scotia, 
he was guilty of a variety ofthefts. On the 18th of octo­
ber lafr he went to St. John's, and was prevailed on by one 
of the female conviCts from Ireland, and another woman, 
to commit the burglary for which he afterwards fuffered 
death. They once more earneftly exhorted all people, and 
more particularly the young, to take warning by them, and 
their unhappy fate; and to let it be a convincing proof to 
them, that iniquity is as a two-edged {word, the wound 
whereof cannot be healed, but by that precious blood 
which cleanfeth from all ftn, even the blood of Jehovah 
Jefus, "who gave himfelffor us, that he might redeem Ill> 
.~ ftom all iniquity, and pbrify unto himfelf a peculiar 
.. people, ,zealou~ of good works." 
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them, that fentence of death would be paffed on them 
'the 4th of December.-
" When the jailor opened the condemned cell, a: 
horrid gloom covered m'}' mind, and my fpirits funk 
within me. I fiop.ped awhile at the door of the cell 
before I cOl,lld proceed; and thus thought-" Alasf 
to what an abyfs of mifery has man fallen! he, that 
oncewas the noblefiwork of God, i, now undr:-r 
the dominion of fin' and Satan! I\I01al rectit:Jde, 
alas, where 3rt thou? Surely thou art not to be found 
in this cell? No r Here are charaBcrs whi rh rpe~.k 
louder than words of mail's entire dcpravt'd {late.­
.Behold,O my foul, thefe unh~prY men !" 

Having recovered myfelf, I proceeded to the en· 
trance of the rell: there I found two unhappy men, 
furrounded with chains, expeCting every moment to 
be called up to have frntence of death pronounced on 
them. It fhuck me ,as a livelyreprefentation of the 
dam-ned in he II prior to the. day of judgment. Her= 
was nothing to be obferverl but keen remor.[e and­
blaek-de[pai~, with,tears, like thoCeofECau-; fl.9\Ying 
in lhowers from the prifoners' eyes. This, together 
with the difagreeabre french which arofe from then;J, 
fu affected me., that I was fpeechlefs for fame time. 
At lafi, in a feeble voice, I endeavoured '0 addrefg 
them. 

I aiked them if they wilhed me to cOI)verfe with 
them; and whether they would attend to what I 
fuould ad vance reI ative to them as finners; and thll: 
way of recoVery by the Lord Jefus Chrift ?-To 
which they an(wered in the :affirmative; and [aid, 
that they had in a particular man~er defired to fee­
me. 

I thell endeavoured to {hew them the fituation 
which their fouls were in; that they mufi in a {hort 
time franc! before Jehovah's tribuI:al, to anfwer for 
all their fins. feeree as wen as other fins; and that. 
if they died without -an application of the blo.od of 

A 4- ChriO: 
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Chrift to their fouls, by the Spirit 'of God, they 
would perilh. I then informed them, that Chria: 
c"me to fave the chief of finners, I Tim. i. -15. 
:imd that it was the work of the Spirit of God to 
convince the world of fin. As the time drew nigh 
jor them to receive fentenct', I went to' prayer with 
them, and came away. . 

They at this time were as hard as an adamant, 
and entirely ignorant of the fpirituality of God's 
law; which made me alk them if I fhould attend 
them after their condemnation? Theyanfwered in 
the affirmative, and exprefTed great thankfulne[s for 
my vi fit ; and particularly for having prayed witb 
them. 

At ·half after twelve o'clock, I heard the Honour­
able Judge Upham pronounce fentence of death on 
them. It was to me an awful [cene. It led me to 
admire the goodnefs of God in difpenfing reftraining 
i?;race to my foul, by which I have been prevented 
from runningdnto the fame excefs of riot with thofe 
poor wen. SUtle1y 1 may fay with the poet--:.. 

0, to Grace how great a debtor 
Daily I'm conftrain'd to be? 

Let that Grace now, like a fetter, 
Bind my wandering heart to thee. 

1 find, as well as preach it to others, that it is by 
the grace of God we are what we are. May we, 
by our walk and converfation, put to filence all ou-'r 
opponents! This, of late, I fee, is more and more 
needful for young minifiers to attend to; and that 
for two reafons-·firfi, the danger which we are in 
fromappJau(e; fecondly, from calumny. The one 
too often defiroys us with {piritual pride; whilfi the 
other does it by occauoning a fear and difirufi of 
God. Now, the only remedy which I can find~ is 
to live near my divine Lord and Mafl:er Jefus. This 
enables meto cafi the applaufe and the calumny of the 

world 
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world in the balance of the fanctuary, and foon to 
find that they are both lighter than vanity. 

When the prifoners came out of Court, in order to 
return to jail till the 18th of December, I delivered 
to them a Bible. A t half after three o'clock I again 
vifited them. I found myfelf quite compofed in 
fpirit, and was enabtedto converfe with them. I 
informed them, I had heard that it was the determi­
nation of the governor and j.udge not to rardon 

-them: they faid they did not expeCt it. ' 
I ddired them to attend; and great attention they 

gave whi](l: 1 endeavoured to explain lIlan's primi­
tive integrity, Ecclef. vii. 29. and his fall from that 
fiate into that of fin and mifery: after which they 
informed me, that they would do great things • 
. Find ing them ignorant of man's inability, I endea­
voured to ihew them the utter inability of man to 
recover himfelf, either by coming up to the demands 
of the law, Rom. v. 6. or even. to com·ply with the 
invitation of the Gofpel, John vi. 44.. They Were 
a11:oniihed. I produced a number of paffages of 
Scripture to confirm what I ad vanced. I then in­
formed them, that their fouls were in the fame fitu­
ation as their bodies, viz. dead in the eyes of God~s 
law; and that the law purfued them as the avenger 
.of blood purfued the man{!ayer, Numb. xxxiv. and 
Joihua xx. who was liable to be defiroyed by th~ 
avenger of blood, if overtaken, before he got within 
the city of refuge; but was fafe when there. I 
.told them, that they had defiroyed their fouls by fin; 
that the j uflice of God purJued them; and that 
Chrifi was the only refuge for their fouls, £-hb. vi. 18. 
I then pointed out the way to this city; and in­
formed them;- that if they died without entering into 
this city, they were lofi fouls for ever. 

Poor Fitzgerald wept much,. He informed me 
~hat he could not read; and that he had been brought 
IIp a rigid papift. Clark told me that he was a 

A S churchman; 
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churchman; and that he would read to his fellow' 
fufferer. 1 obferved to him, that his heart at this 
time appeared to be as hard as Saul's when going to 
Damafcus; and exhorted him to read feveral chap-­
ters, which I turned down for him. I then fung a 
hym~, and went to prayer with them. I cannot 
help obferving that, although they were fa hardened,. 
vet I had fame fecret hope of their falvation from the 
great liberty which I found for them at the throne 
of grace. 

:2d Day, Dtc. 5. 
Viuted them at five o'clock. They informed 

me that they had been meditating on what I ad­
vanced the preceding night; and that they were 
more compofed, and were very defirous of hearing 
more of thofe things which were able to make them 
wife unto fa]varian. I was very happy to find them 
fa teachable. Fitzgerald then deured me to take 
his cODfeffion. He obferved, that he had confeffed 
a number of crimes to the king's printer; but there 
were fame which he -chafe to confefs to me only. 
My reafons for taking it were thefe-This being an 
infant f<::ttlcment, I thought that the confeffion of 
thefe men might be ufeful to the community in de­
tecting others, and dearing innocent perfons who 
might be charged with their crimes; which has 
fince proved ta be ufeful in thofe refpeas. By Fitz­
gerald's deEre, I gave this confeffion to the king's 
printer to publifh, and which, no deubt, your lady·. 
:thip .has read. I am a young man, it is true; but 
liever did I hear fuch a horrid con-feffion from any 
man before. I took Clark's down alfo. I informed 
them, that it was only the great High Prieft of the 
church of God who could give them abfolution. 
I did this for fear they ihould rely too much on ail 
-arm of ile!b. By the time 1 had written the can-

fetIions. 
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lemons it was near eight o'clock. At this time it 
it froze very hard; yea, to fuch a degree, that my 
hands were almofl: frofr- bitten. After beina let out 

Jor a {hort time, I was again locked up in"'tbe cell 
with th(;m, and explained the parable of Dives and 
Lazarus, Luke xvi. 19. to the end; alfo feveral other 
parts of holy wrlt. I fung a hymn, and went to 
prayer; and, commen,jing them to}hc Lord, left 
them. 

3d Day, Dec. 6. 

This being the Lord's day, by the delii'c of 
the prj(oners. 1 put lip publick prayers for them in 
the chapel. After the ·fervice. 1 vifited theIn at 
three o'clock. I found Fitzgerald a liltle more 
humbled; and {hat more for his numeroll ;fins againft 
God than man. Clark al(o appeareJ more dellrou.> 
of knowing bis true fiare; which 1 enceavourcd to 
{hew them both. This 1 did from the fpirituality 
of God's law. As Fitzgerald could not read, I ex­
plained the [.llne things four or five times to him, for 
which he then app_eared very thankful. After this 
I explained tire p~.,able of the prodigal fan, Luke 
xv. 11-31. I endeavoured to ihew what the pro­
digal came to be ill want of; and what they in their 
preCeDt fiate wanted, viz. Chriit, as their (urety to 
fatisfy divine jufiice; and as their righteoufnefs to 
cover their filthy fouls. I fung feveral hymns; 
went to prayer with them; came away at fix o'clock, 
and had prayers fer them again in the chapel. 

4th Day, Dec. 7. 

I was advifed not· to attend the prjfoners 
every day, for fear of giving the world offence. 
This advice was couched in fuch artful and ambi. 
guous terms, that I fcarcely knew what to think of 

A 6 it 
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It at firll:: neverthelds, I b:ought it to that God 
who is made wi/dom to his people; and then, with­
out hefitation, rcjeCled the advicf', as coming frolU 
the father of lies. 

I was infolmed this day, by Mr. Sowers, the 
king's printer, it was the willi of the judge that 
1 {bf;uld preach a fermon to the prifoners, and for 

. the benefit of the young people and others, on the 
13th of Decem ber. 

At four o'clock I again villted the prifoners, and 
found Clark very much humbled under a deep fenfe 
of fin. Fitzgerald lamented that he could not pray; 
but faid he fdt more in his foul than he could utter 
in words. 1 aiked tpem if all tbis did'not proceed 
from their irons, and the (ear of puniihment? They 
anfwered, No: that their irons were nothing; and 
as for their death, it was too good for their finful 
bodies. 

I explained John) c. iii. v. 3. I endeavoured to 
{hew what the new birth was. I then fung a hymn, 
and went to prayer with them; after which they in­
formed me, they now found that there was fome­
thing to be enjoyed in religion; that they felt their 
hearts opened to receive the Gofpe!; that the Gof­
pel was opened to them; and that they lhould have 
reafon to biefs God they had been brought to this 
~ity. 

5th Day, Dec. 8. 

ViII ted them at four {)'clock, and found them 
in a fituation fimilar to the poor man, who at firH faw 
men as trees walking, Mark "iii. 24. ] uH fo it was 
with thefe men; their eyes were but opening, and 
therefore their conceptions concerning the Gofpel 
were rather confufed. They frill cleaved to the law,­
for that which it was never defigned to give, that is, 
life, Gal. iii. 21. 1 WilS led to endeavour to bring 

them 
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them off from Mount Sinai, by !hewing them that 
jf life could be obtained by the law, the divine 
atonement of the Lord Jefus Chrift would be ren­
d-ered abortive, Gal. ii. aI. To fay that Chriff: 
diec:l in vain, that real believers may finally fall, 
would, in my humble opinion, be the greateft blaf .. 
phemy, however the Socinians and others may thus 
fooli!hly preach. I then endeavoured to !hew that 
the firft covenant demanded perfect obedience, but 
gave no power to perform it; and that God knew 
that man. in his fallen fiate, cou Id never keep the law. 
To make Ihis more dear, I drew feveral fimilitudes, 
reprefenting God as the great creditor, Lu ke vii. 4 r. 
and man as a poor infolvent debtor, who was in­
trufied with firength, but had now by fin lofi all 
ability. Yet God had not lofi his authority to de­
m.lI1d obedience of man. If he forgave him, it muft 
proceed from an aCl: of grace; which act of grace 
had been pa{fed in the Great Council of Peace be­
tween the Father and the Son, and revealed in the 
Gofpel by the Holy Ghofi, for the benefit ofreturn­
ing finners. Then, for fear they !hould deceive 
themfelves, I endeavoured to !hew them the vall: dif­
ference between an Elau repentance and that which 
is the gift of God, from the 2 Cor. vii. 10. To all 
which they gave the greateit attention, and expre{fed 
a fear that they bad it not; but cried earneftly to 
God for it. Satan now became their accufer, as 
before he had been their rempter: on which ac­
count 1 fung the 5Ifi Pfalm (L. M. Dr. Watts), 
and went to prayer with them; after which the 
word appearrd to give them peace. 1 had alfo a 
long converfation with them. and found great p~ace 
in my own foul in thi~ vifit; which. I trufi, was 
not very unlike that which thofe experienced jour­
neying to Emmaus, Luke xxiv. 13. then I left to 
God in Chrifi the fouls of thefe men. 

S 
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• 6th Day, Dec. 9' 

Vifited them this day. Found them very 
calm, and very much refigned to thei r fate; thirfi­
!JJ<T after the waters of the fanctuary. In many' 
things relative to the Gofpel I fou nd C1-ark judicious;. 
Fitzgerald not fo much fO). C)'.rk informed me 
that he had been converfing with his fellow fufferer 
C"oncerning porery, and rel\tive to addreffing th7 
Virgin Mary. Fitzgerald did not take it kind of 
him; but [aid he would leave it for me to explain for 
him. 1 endeav"ured to convince Fitzgerald of his 
errors in as mild a manner as I could. I informed 
him that Chrifi was the 'only mediator with the 
Father; and that we m\~ft <.ddrefs the Father through 
Chrift; and ddired him ilever to addreG the Virgm 
Mary any more. I wId him, ifhp. was a new creature 
ii1 Chrift Jefus, aU thefe old things would be Jone 
away, and aJl things would become new; and if this 
did not take place, he would be aj loa foul, and I 
fhould have to hold up my hand as a witnefs againft 
~im; I faid the fame alfo to the other. I alio ob­
frrveJ,. th,lt I expeBed :0 anfwer for fuch doCtrines 
as I had advanced to them, when the Lorcl Jefus 
:fuould afcend ~is throne to judge the world in 
righte~'ufne{s, when tl,ey mufi alfo anfwer for their 
heari Ii' After this, Fitzgerald appeared more re­
cone,' d to Clark; and promifed me that he never 
would addrefsthe Virgin Mary again. He in­
formed me, that Dr. B ---les, the clergyman of 
the epifcopal church, had alfo [aid a great many 
tbings againf'c pepery; and one was, thdt he mull 
not add refs the Virgin Mary; yet it was not more 
than one or two days after this, that the Doaor~ 
finding I waS appointed to preach them a fermon, 
~vi{ed poor Fitzgerald to fend for a Romifh prieft: 
but he aiked him, if he wiihed his foul to be lofi ~ 
I pray God not to lay this unto his char£e. From 

the 
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the command given by my divine Lord, and with n~-s 
fpirit, I can, and would defire to pray fN him, with:, 
ali thofe who are my enemies, for Chrifr's fake'; 
always remembering, that whatever others do to 
me, it is not myduty to render evil for evil; or rail,., 
ing for railing, but contrariwife, bleffing, ) Pet. iii. cr. 
But to return: to the prifoners-After Fitzgerald 
was reconciled to what I advanced relative to the' 
Virgin.Mary and popery, I explained Rom. v. j-4. 
fung a hymn, went to prayer, and commenlJing 
- their fouls to God. 1 left them. 

7th Day, Dec. 10. 

Vilited them at three o'Clock. Found them 
much altered. They informed me, that they knew 
the difference now between the farrow of the world., 
and that which worketh repentance to falvation. 
Poor Fitzgerald, in greatfimplicity, obferved, ithat 
he felt his heart opened, and the weight and bur~en 
of his fins removed; that his repentance did not 
proceed from a fear of hell, but from a fenfe of the 
goodnefs of God in revealing Chrifr to his foul; and 
that he was very happy. Clark appeared very con­
fident of his intereft in Chrift, which enabled him 
to rejoice. As he had been under fentenee of death 
before, I af'&:ed him if he' then experienced what he 
now expreffed to experience in his foul? He an­
fwered, No: and that if he aad been then executed, 

. he fuould have been damned for ever. I alfo aiked 
them jf they w0uld part with what they then pro­
feffed to know of the blood of Chrifi:, for a pardon 
from his Excellency Lieutenant Governor Carleton? 
To which they anfwered thus-" As men they 
{bould be very happy to be pardoned, if they eouId 
be fure to follow the Lord Jefus Chrifl: the refl: of 
their days; but on no other conditions would they 
,gefire to be pardoned i for they had lived long 

~ ~ enough. 
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~nouo-hin fin·." I then {hewed,flOm Color. i. 1-4· 
what it was to walk with God; that Chrill: was 
the way to walk in; and that the end of it was 
eternal glory. I endeavoured to {hew them the need 
of increafing in the knowledge of God; and that 
they mull: expeCt Satan would increafe his terr,pta­
tions; on which account, and from the indwt:lling 
of fin, they would find it needful to apply to Chrill: 
for lhength to fight againll: all their fins, a.. long as 
life fhould 1aft. Certainty then it required great 
thankfulnefs to God, who han- delivered them flOm 
the power of Jarkn€fs, and tranflated them into the 
kingdom of his dear SOil. After having fung a 
hymn, and went to prayer with, I left them to a 
covenant-keeping God • 

.sth Day, Dec 11th. 

Vifited th~m at four o'clock. Found them 
looking to God, in and through Chrill:, for mercy. 
They informed me, that Dr. B--Ies had been with 
them, detlring that he might preach to them. But 
they told him, that the minill:er who attended them 
was to preach to, and attend them to the place of 
execution. This made him angry; and he gave 
out that I had turned them mad. I pointed them to 
the 2-d Thef. ii. 3. " Ltt no man deceive YOli by 
".any means;" and the 2d John,x. v. and defired 
them to be guarded againfr thofe who oppofed the 
doctrines of grace: after which I explained the four 
fiff!: verfes of the 3d Zechariah. I endeavour.ed to 
fhew how Satan frands at our right hand to refill: us 
when we are turning to God; and then pointed 
out the goodnefs of God in rebuking Satan; and 
applied the whole to them. 1 then fung a hymn, 
and left them to the Lerd our rightcoufnefs. 
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9th Day, Dec. 12. 

Vifited them this night. They both ap­
peared very happy in the knowledge which they 
had attained relative to the gofpel. They declared 
before God. that they knew from the heart, what 
it was to experience the meaning of I John v. 10. 

viz. " He that believeth, hath the witnefs in him­
"felf." I then opened fuch palfages of holy writ 
as appeared perti,nent to their {late. Like new born 
babes. they appeared defirous of the fincete milk of . 
the word, that they might grow thereby. r after­
wards fung a hymn, went to prayer with and left 
them. 

loth Day, Dec. 13. 

After having preached this morning, I went, 
according to the notice. given to the pu bJic, to 
preach at the jail at three o'clock. NotWithftand­
ing the' extreme col. I found the jail furrounded 
by a great concourfe of people. The prifoners 
flood on a bank by the fide of the jail, and I ob­
tained a table to {land upon. Clark aiked permif­
fion to read a confeffion to the public. When he 
had done, we begun with finging the fifty-fidl: 
Pfalm (L. M. Dr. Watts). After prayer I preached 
from Rom. vi. 23. "The wages of fin is death: 
,. but the gift of God is eternal life through Jefus 
" Chri{l our Lord." Very great folemnity appeared 
throughout the whole alfembly. Owing to the 
extreme cold, I can alfure your LadyJhip, I was 
almoft fpeechlefs before I had done preaching. 
Many £bed abundance of tears; it appeared that 
tpe Lord was with us; and we have rearon to be­
lieve that the fermon was oot preached in Yaw. 
The priloners appeared very much rdigned. 

1 Jth 
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'Jth Day, Dec. I4-. 

Vifited them- again. Found them very mudr 
dilhelfed by Satan. This I informed them Was [OF 
the trial of their faith. Having opened the fcnp­
tures t02 I fung a· hymn, and went to prayer with" 
them. 

12th Day, Dec. I5~ 

Vlfited them-this morning-at' eleven .. Found: 
Clark fweedy engaged in prayer. They both ap­
peared ready for the fatal moment.. Fitzgerald ap­
peared humbled" under a fenfe of liis fins. He ex· 
prdled his confidence in the blood of Chrifl:; but 
not in fuch a lively manner as Clark. He expre1Ted 
great joy and peace ill believing. They requeR:ed 
me to atteli~ them twice a day., as the time drew 
nigh .. 

At four I again vi-Jited them. Found them in. 
much the fame fiate- as in. the morning. After 
fpeaking-from the [cripture as ufual, and finging.ana: 
prayer~ they appeared very; much refrelhed. 

J 3th Day., Dec. 16. 

Vifited them at ereven: Clark- appeared 
ripening for the inheritance of the faints in light. 
By this time he had got acquainted with the doc­
trines of the gofpel. He would often {hew Fitz.­
gerald, from fcripture, the willingnefs of God to 
receive finners, through. Chrifi, which gave me 
great comfort. 

At five o'clock I was again locked up in the celI 
with them. This afternooll the death warrant was 
read to them by order of the judge; afier which, 
hy their o'.~n defire, their coffins were Cent into the 
cell. To fee them lying in their coffins was a fiol-it 
which no feeling mind could beHold without being 

affeCted. 
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,a/fetl:e'd. I endeavoured to comfort them with thore 
cordials which the Phyfu:ian of Souls appoints for 
a troubled foul. After the ufual exercife of pI aying 
and finging 1 left them. 

14th Day, Dec. 17. 
Vifited them at eleven this morning. It 

appeared that Satan was let loofe on them: yea, in. 
{ueh a fituatioll were they, that I found it needful 
to call them infbntly to prayer; after whieh Satan~s 
fury feemed to abate, and they became calm. I 
then dwelr largely on the temptatioITS of Satan'; 
informing them, that, as they drew nearer to their 
lafl: moments, Satan would endeavour to d'i'frrefs 
them as much as he could; to all which they gave 
the greatefl: attention~ 

After preaching this evening I returned to the 
jail. I found them quite compofed, After having 
begun with prayer and finging I opened part of the 
fifteenth chapter of the firfr Corinthians, dwelling 
very largely upon particular parts; it was the chief 
fubjeCl: of the night. I fung and went to praycr 
with them every hour. I informed them, that as. 
the hours Hed, fo they drew nearer to eternity. 
During the intervals of the exercifes of tho night. 
the prifoners told all thofe who came intlo. t.he cell 
what God had done for their louIs, In· truth, my 
Lady, I found their cell turned into, 4 Bethel .. f. 
left the cell early in the morning of the L 8th, having.:. 
been with them .the whole night., 

15th Day, Dec. 18 .•. 

At Iafl: the Bf!fiod ani\rcd', The very thoughts 
of it fl:ruck terror to my foui. I returned to the 
prifoners again, anc;l found them as much compored 
as if they were about going a pleafan~ joumey. 
N o.thipg w<\s to be obferved in. their countenances 

but. 
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but the greateil: refignation and peace. I afked 
them how their minds were r - They faid, quite 
happy: they only waited for the time to arrive. 
After having fung a hymn I adminificred the facra .. 
ment to them, and found it a time of love. The 
prifoners were much affected during the whole. 
But as to Clark he appeared wrapped up in the 
viGon of faith, and talked moil: fweetly of the 
fealings of the Spirit of God upon his foul. He 
made a iliort but fweet prayer to the Father, to re­
ceive Chrifi as his furety, and to difcharge him 
of all his debts. Then, addreffing me, he faid, 
" A few moments and liliall be in glory. Ther~ 
" will I wait, wiiliing for the happy hour when 
" your departed fpirit ilialJ arrive. Then you iliall 
" find there will be no occafion for you to hold 
" up your hand as a witnefs againil: me for not 
" receiving the gofpel: no-but then you iliall fee 
" I have received it." I anfwered, ~, 1 hoped that 
" it would be but a iliort time before I faw him in 
" peace at the throne of God." We then proceeded 
to the fatal tree, guarded by a party of the troops 
in garrifon. The prifoners walked on each fide 
of me. During the time which it took us to go 
from the jail to the place of execution I dwelt 
largely on the myfiery and goodnefs of Divine 
ProvidelTce, in letting them know the day of their 
viGtation, and giving them fpace for repentance. 
Clark, in addreffing the fpe6tators, faid, "Here I 
" walk to glory." As we afcended the hill on 
which the gallows flood, he faid, "It was like 
" going up Sian Hill-yea, it was to the promifed 
" land, fpiritually." When we came to the gal­
lows, after a iliort 'addrefs to the prifoners, I went 
to prayer. Commending their fouls to God in 
Chriil: I took my leave of them, after which they 
afcended the ladder. Clark obferved, that every 
fiep he took was;a fiep nearer to God. After they 

• had 
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had warned others to efocape the wrath of God, at 
half paft twelve o'cloc~ they were launched inlO 
eternity. More folemmty was perhilps never .ob­
ferved at any execution before. Thus I have gIVen 
your Ladyfhip an account of the dealings of God 
with the fouls of WILLIAM MOONEY FITZ­
GERALD and JOHN CLARK. From the. whole 
we may hope that they were fubjeCts of fovereign 
grace. Clarke appeared to me to be drawn by love; 
:Fitzgerald feemed more expofed to the terrors of 
the law. 

Hoping that yo~r Ladyfhip will pars over the 
numerous imperfeCtions of this narrative in ma­
ternal love, I remain, 

MADAM, 

Your Ladyfhip's 
Much obliged, 

And very humble fervant: 
Till death. 

CHARLES WILLIAM MILTON •• 

P. S. May I prefume once more fo far as to willi 
your Ladythip to make my kind falutation to 
the Tutor, and my very dear young brethren 

. the 

• Mr. MILTON is one of the rniffionaries who wer-a (ent 
out by the Counters of Huntingdon to Nova Scotia in the 
year 1788. They took out with them upwards of three 
thou(llnd Bibles and other books, chiefly from the bouncy 
of Spa Field congregation. The books have been diltri­
buted among the poor, whore delire for them, and to have 
the gofpel preached, cannot be well expreffed. As a proo{ 
what a value fame put on' that moftprc;cious and inefti. 
mabIe of all books, the Bible, it may not be unfeafonable 
to give an extratl: of a letter from Mr. JOHN IVEs, rnafter 
carpenter, under government, at St. John's. Speaking of 
the Bibles, and othel books, he fays," the people carne 
U far and near, and received them with the greateft 

" thanks:' 
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-the Students of your College acceptable. I 
hope they will remember me at the Throne 
of Grace. 

4' thanks." I doubt not but they will be a great bleffing 
to thoufands, and to childl"en that are yet unborn. A man 
that lived about forty miles from this place heard that 
fome one had books to give away at St. John's. The wea­
ther was very ·cold, the fnow deep, and fr.ightful to look 
at; T {uppofe the like was never feen in England. But 
this man (aid, " If I live I will have a Bible-may Got! 
" fave me from perifuing." He came to me with his face 
covered with !luns or fins, and his feet with the fame; 
walking on fnow ihoes, mofi of the way on the river, in 
many places from twenty to thirty fathoms deep. He told 
me the many hardihips which he had gone through from 
the beginning of his difirefs, which originated in the war f 
begging for a Bible and Prayer book, which I gave him 
freely, He went away more thankful tban I am able t() 
tell. I notice this, becaufe I think it very fingular. 

Several accounts have been received of the [uccefs of the 
milflOnaries. Among them Mr. JOHN CAILIFY, furgeon, 
Greenwich hofpital, New Brunfwick, to his friend in the 
tower, fays,--It was wonderful to fee how the people 
:flocked to hear the gofpel; indeed, fo much fo, that our 
place ofworihip is fo crowd~d that very many people !land 
'Without the houfe during the whole fervice. The word is 
received with eagernefs and delight. We meet in the fuell 
.of a houfe, but, it is fo unfinilhed, fear it will be too dan­
gerous, in this cold climate, to meet in the winter; and 
the middle and lower c1afs of the citizens are very poor, 
alld rub hard to fupport their families; fo that, without 
(orne affiftance from the well-difpofed in England, I fear 
that the poor cannot have the advantage of the preached 
gafpH, for want of a fuitabJe place to worfuip in. This 
let me fay, as my opinion, that had thefe miffionaries .a 
fuitable place wherein to worihip God, three-fourths of 
the citizens would conftantly attend. 

N .. B. Should our Chriftian friends in England be in­
clined to make a collection for our affi!lance in build­
ing .achapel, what a glo.rious fiillld might this be f'lF 
the caU'fe of Chrift I 

THE J:; N D, 
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