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MERCHANTS, TRADERS, 

AND 

MAN U F ACT U R E R S, 

OF 

B R I TAl N. 

, 

A BoUT the year 1749, an effort was 
made by the, late Arthur Dobbg, 

Efq. and feveral other patriotic gentlemen, 
to lay open the trade to Hudfon's Bay, fo 
that the people of thefe· kingdoms at large 
might partake of it. Application wa~ actord-

. ingly made to the Houfe of Commons; and 
during the invefiigation of the bufinefs, many 
petitions were prefented to the fIou[e from 
the trading part of the nation; praying that 
the excltifive right, held by charter, by the 

Company, might be annihilated. The at-
A tempt 



( z ) 

tempt, however, was not crowned with the 
fuccefs it deferved. The intereft of the Conl
pany unfortunately prevailed, and they have 
ever Ance remained in quiet poifeffion of their 
extenfive territories, to the great injury o~ 
this country, its trade, and manufactures. 

To make good this aifertion, I humbly 
fubmit the following iheets to the public; 
and thall efieem myfelf happy, if my endea
vours to promote the general good, by point
ing out an avenue to national advantage, 
which has too long been engroifed by an in
jurious monopoly, thall procure for me their 
patronage, alld be the means of remedying 
the evils I have thus made known. 

EDWARD UMFREVILLE. 
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Prefatory Advertifement. 

I N the year 1771, I entered into the fervic~ 
of the H udfon' s Bay Company; in the 

capacity of writer, at the Salary of fifteen 
pounds a year; and continued in that employ 
-eleven years. But two of their principal fet
dements being taken by the French in 1782, 
when I was made prifoner, and, upon their 
reftoration to the Company, fOIlle difagree

nlent arifing in point of falary, I quitted their 
fervice. 

Being thus. difengaged, in April 1783, I 
,made a voyage to Quebec, with a view of ac
quiring a knowledge of the manner in which 
the Fur trade was carried on from that quarter; 
and here I remained (or four years; during 
which time I made the ftateof the country; 
and the trade of it, my peculiar ftudy. 

By fo long a refidence in that part of the 
world, I flatter myfdf I am, in a great m~-

A 2 f\,lre, 
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{ure, acquainted with every interefting parti
cular relative to it; and thall lay them before 
the public with that truth and impartiality 
which ought to guide the pen of every perfon 
who attempts to inform. 

Of all the authors who have wrote on this 
extenfive country, few have givenajuft and dif
interefted account of it. Some feem to be actu
ated by prejudice, whilft others, either through 
want of good information, or a proper know
ledge of the fubject, have led their readers 
into error, by mifreprefentation. Among the 
heft writers, we muft rank Ellis and Robfon; 
the former as a philofopher, and ingenious 
reafoner J the latter as a candid, true, andimpar
tial writer" and who, by having refided in the 
country, obtained a fund of knowledge of his 
fubject which enabled him to inform with 
confidence. For my part, I thall only attempt 
to lay before the public fuch particulars as 
the above authors had not an opportunity 
of acquiring a knowledge of, and this I thall 
do in a plain anadorned manner, humbly 
trufting that it will be read with candour, 
aIld animadverted on with good nature. 

The 
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The geographical part of my fubject I 

Ihall touch very lightly on, as the extent of 

the country and its boundaries are fufficiently 

known. My intention is to exhibit to the 

world the value of the fettlements under con

fideration, and how far they are capable of 

improvement; pointing out at the fame time, 

the deftructive effects of a baneful monopoly, 

which has fubfifted ever fince the year 1670. 

It is a matter of reproach to the Hudfon'~ 

Bay Company, and they have never b~en able 

to wipe off thufe fevere cenfures and aacufa

tions, which all the writers on this country 

have fa juftly fixed on them, upon account of 
it, that they do not augment and make a 

greater national advantage of their trade, as 

it is capabable of fo much improvement. At 

a time when the defection of our American 
'( 

colonies, has put a fiop to the confumption 

of fo confiderable a part of our manufactures, 

is it not fomewhat extraordinary that no per

fan has yet reprefente:i the benefits which 

would accrue to this country, from exploring 

and examining the countries about Hudfon's 

Bay? The laying open the trade to t!le indtJf-

A 3 triou~ 
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trious adventurers of this nation, would be an 
aCt worthy a patriotic adminiftration; as it! 
would be the means of enriching the com
mercial interefis of the kingdom, and giving 
bread to many who are now pining in difirefs, 
particularly to that ufeful part of the com
munity, who defend oq.r country from infult, 
and our property from depredation, and who 
encounter with fortitude every fpecies of danger 
for the public good; I mean the Britiih Sea
men, nunlbers of whom we fee daily pmmg 

in difirefs for want of employment. 

The Rudfon's Bay Company employ an-' 
nually two 111ips and a floop, to take out fun
dl'f articles of merchandize, and bring horne 
their peltries. The burthen together of thef~ 
three veffels falls ihort of fix hundred tons; 
having on board about feventy-five men, who 
together with about two hundred and fo;ty 
per[ons refiding in the country, make the 
whole number of men in their employ to 
amount to 3 I 5· What an infignificant con
fideration! What a pitiful ferv1ce, to be in 
the hands of a few individuals, by whom 
others are excluded, that would long fince 

have 
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have rendered this part of the globe a valuable 
gem in the Britilh empire ;-but fuch is the ef
fect of exclufive monopolies; which, when 
not eftablilhed on a beneficial foundation, are 
the bane of national affluence. 

Though the extent of the country from 
North to South is pretty well known, yet to 
the Weft ward we are not fo well informed. 
I have myfelf travelled as far as 120 degrees 
of Longitude, from the meridian of London, 
through many different nations of Indians, 
and have always found them friendly, and 
ready to receive our commodities with avidity. 

In fpeaking of the inland country too much 
cannot be faid in commendation ofit. Every fpe
fpeciesof food neceffary for the fupport of man, 
is to be procured in the great eft plenty. The cli
mate is much milder than on the Sea coaft, and 
nothing feems to be wanting to the conveni
ence and accommodation of its inhabitants. 
On the Sea coaft, which the Hudfon's Bayi 
Company foldy polTefs, though nature has 
been lefs kind, yet the country is not half fo 
bad as it has been reprefented: the climate, 

At though 
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though cold, is extremely healthful, and our 
qmntrymen ufually enjoy a remarkable good 
flate of health, during their refidence there. 
IFan fqr my own part aver, that I refided 
there eleven years wi~ho~t knowing t4e leaft. 
ailment. If a {hanger was to vifit thefe parts, 
hS! would he ind1.Jced to think .. by the de
bilitated ftate of the natives, that he was in ~ 
country uncommonly qnfavQurable to the 
h~man fpecies ~ but the ~fe of fpirituous 
liqqors, and not the climate, is ~he ca';lfe of 
this misfortune: they drink to fuch ex~efs~ . 
that it is rather mqre furprizing any ili.Quld be 
left ~live to tell the t~le, than that they ihou14 
be found emaciated, decrepid, and flothful. 
I~ is a ~elancholly refleCtion that the poor 
devoted Indians are by this means confiderably 
diminilhed in number, t~ir minds are debafed~ 
their fpirits dejected, their bodies enervated, 
and they are thereby rendered qnfit to fupport 
their families, at a time of life when the 
tender age of ~heir offspring funds in moil: 
ll~ed ~f f~pport! . 

I have given an account of the country and 
its inhabitants on the Sea coaft, -difl:inct from 

th~ 
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the inland territories, not only on account of 
my having refided there firfi, but likewife, as 
the climate, foil, and produCtions are fo dif
ferent. In giving a defcription of the climate 
on the Sea coaft, I have introduced a journal 
of an accident which befel three unfortunate 
men, on their duty at York fort, which 
will in fome meafure exemplify the feverity 
of the weather in that country during th~ 
winter feafon. A gentleman who refided 
t}lere in the capacity of Surgeon, gathered the 
account from the furvivor, at different times, 
and in confequence of it, made many l1feful 
experiments at York, and Albany Forts. 
which proved highly acceptable to the learned 
~nd ingenious. 

To give a full and comprehenfive account 
pf Hudfon's Bay, particularly the natural hif
tory thereof, defcribing th~ animal creation, 
and the feathered tribes, which are here in 

gr~at abundance, would require more time 
than I can pollibly fpare, was I capable of 
the undertaking! Being under the neceffity 
pf going abroad, I have been obliged to con

fine myfelf to the ufeful part of the fubjeB:; in 

doin~ 
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doing which I have advanced nothing but 
what I know to be true, either from my own 
experience, or the narration of fome intelligent 
perfon whofe veracity I can depend upon. 

A BRIEF ACCOUNT, &c. 



A BRIEF ACCOUNT 

Of the CLIMATE, SOIL, &c. of the Country 

on the Coa/ls of HUDSON'S BAY, &c. 

Y ORK FORT, where I reuded eight 
years, lies in the lat. of 57 deb. 

e min. N. long. 93 deg. W. from Lon

don, as determined by Mr. Philip Turner, 
a Gentleman employed by the Company to 
make altronomical obfervations within the 
limits of Hudfon's Bay. The air is very 
falubrious and healthy, efpecially during 
the intenfe cold in the winter months; and 
in the [ummer, though we find it much 
hotter than in England, yet Europeans in 
general enjoy a" flate of health, unknown to 
the inhabitants of more temperate climes. 
The atmofphere is clearell: and moO: ferene 
in the coldetl: weather, and the moll: pierc
ing cold is felt at [un riling. A good 
Fahrenheit's Thermometer frequently il:ood 
at 50 degrees below the cypher in the month 
of January; whereas in fummer, the mer
~ury would very frequently afcend to 90 deg. 
!~bove the cypher, making a difference of 

140 de-
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140 degrees between the extremities of heat 
and cold. From November to the Vernal 
Equinox, Britith, and even French fpirits, 
rum, :md the like, will freeze to the con
fiH:ence of .honey. When expo[ed without 
doors, in the fpace of four hours, Englilh 
brandy, contained in cafks of 110 gallons 
each, will be often found too thick to run 
through a large brafs cock. We havo 
cellars that are eight or ten feet deep, un-'k 

der the guard-rooms where the people live" 
and where there is a daily and almoft perpetual 
fire; yet even in this repofitory~ I have feen 
the London porter fa frozen, that only a few 
gallons could be got out of a whole hogf
head; the remainder has been converted to 
ice feveral inches thick, which, when 
thawed, had not the leall: ftrength remain
ing. I have feen a calk of water put into 
the open air, and in 48 hours it has burft the 
calk. In an hour's time, the air condenfes 
fo thick on the windo~s, ~ that it is impof .. 
fible to difcern an object on the other fide; 
and it likewife adheres in large quantities to 
the wainfcotting on the infide.l as well as to 
the cieling of the rcoms. The froft is never 

out 
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out of the ground; even in fummer it is 
thawed but about four feet below the fur-, 
face; and in the thick woods, the warm th 
of the atmofphere gets no lower than two 
feet •. The intenfenefs of the cold is beyond. 
expreffion, and its effects are frequently 
produCtive of the mofr tragical events. The 
poor natives take every precaution to guard 
againfi: its confequences; but notwithfiand
ing their utmofi: care, they frequently fall 
a prey to its feverity. Unhappy, indeed, 
is the fate of thofe poor creatures, who 
meet with this kind of death! After en
during great torment for a confiderable time, 
the cold at length feizes the vitals, when 
the unfortunate perf on foon expires. Wo
men have been found frozen to death, with 
a young infant, likewife frozen, clafping its 
arms round the mother's neck; others ha~e 
been found dead, and the babe frill alive. 

The fira year I wintered in Hudfon's Bay, 
a,fforded an opportunity of defcribing the me .. 
Aancholy effe:l:s of the cold in the perfons of 
three of our Factory men, whofe names were 
John Farrant,james Tomfon,andJames Rofs. 

The 
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The fonowing accotJnt was gather~d at times 
from the latter, who furvived his unfortu

nate com pamons. 

On Monday~ January the 6th, 1772, thefe 
three men fet out in the morning in order 
to hunt partridges, and to colleCt frelT; 
provifions for the FaCtory, as is the cuflom 
of the country. They were to flay three 
weeks; at the conclufion of which time 

they were to return with what they had 
prpcured. In the early part of their journey 
they had a river to crofs, about three miles 
over, which was not compleatly frozen 

at the time they reached it. Near this 
river, they ilept· the firft night, intending 

to crofs it the next morning. , 

Tuefday the 7th. About eight or nine 
o'clock in the morning they proceeded to 

erofs the river, but they had not walked 

far on the jcc before they perceived the 
[moke of open water below them, and that 

they. went very faft down the river; whic~ 
convInced them that they were adrift. ThiEf 

they found to be the cafe, and that the ice 

they 
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they were on was a large fmooth field. 
They had two dogs with fleds with them, 
and the ebb tide carried them out to fea. 

Wednefday the 8th. The tide of flood 
brought them into· the fame river, but not 
fo high as the place from whence they had 
been firil: carried. The weather hitherto 
had been very mild, and it had fnowed a 
little during the night. In their baggage 
was fome cake they had baked the day be
fore they Jeft the fort, and a bottle with 
near a quart of gin; of this they took a 
little now and then. 

Thurfday the 9th. The weather frill 
.continued remarkably mild and clear. They 
were again driven up the river with the flood, 
but not fo high as yefierday, as the tides were 
fallIng off. A s the piece of ice they were 
upon did not, during its thus driving up and 
down the river, come near the ihore, they 
were obliged to continue on it, . and were 
driven out again with the ebb. The cake 
and gin was not yet expended, and they 

flept 
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flept together In a leathern tent upon th. 
lC@. 

Friday the loth. The weather mild a's 

before, with fmall breezes of wind from 
the S.E. quarter. A little [now fell in the 
night. The flood brought them again into 

. the river.' and this day they exerted them .. 
felves very much to gain the {bore. In hope~ 
of doing this Ro[s· took his gun, powder 
and 1110t, blanket, and a little bag contain
ing ,materials for kindling a fire; Farrant 
took onI v a beaver coat. Tomfon was [0 

anxious ~o gain the {bore that he would flay' 
for nothing. One of the dogs accompanied 
them, the other !tayed with the fleds. After 
wandering about over the ice with the 
greatefl: anxiety for the major part of the 
day, they found their utmoft endeavours in
effectual; they therefore turned about to go to 
their tJeds; but, to add to their misfortunes, 
they fa w the fIeds pafs them on another piece 

of ice, and the dogs eating and tearing the 

tent, &c. without their being able to come 
at them. Their little flock of cake was ex

pended this day. The ebb tide now car-

tied 



( i7 ) 

Tied them far out into the bay, fo that they 
loll: fight of the land, and wild g'eefe 
and other fea fow Is hovered over them in 
great numbers, Rofs and Tomfon hy under 
the blanket, and Farrant u[ed the beaver 

coat. 

Saturday the J 1 tho The weather, though 
colder tha11 any of the preceding days, was 

yet very mode:ate for this frigid time of 
the year. The wind S.W. a moderate froft, 
the night over-cafi, but the day clear. The 
unhappy me:} had [een land to eafiward, and 
again to the northward. ,. When the flood 

made, they drew nearer to the land, and the 
ice clofing about high wate~ afforded them 
hopes of once more getting on {hon~ j but 
the attempt did not {ucceed. John Far
rant this day had the misfortune to fall into 
the water, in fi:epping from one piece of 
ice to ~inother; he was nearly carried under, 
before his m:[erable companions could 
drag him out .. Rofs having a clean 1hirt 
in his bag, they put it upon Farrant, and 
belted the beaver coat about him: after

wards, being nearly [pent, he l,ay down, 
f· B while 
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while Rofs and Tomfon gathered pieces or 
lhelving ice, which they placed round him, 
as a barricade againft the weather. They 
had a piece of fugar left, and half of it was 

all they fubfifted on that day. 

Sunday the 12th. Though it was very 
warm all the day, yet it was very difagree
able, as it blew very hard from the N.E. 
and much fnow fell, which caufed it to 
drift much during both the day and night. 
The piece of ke they were upon had 
grounded before day-break; and when the 
flood made, the water began to come upon it, 
fa that they were obliged to call upon Farrant 

to rife; but death had freed the poor man from 
his troubles. Rofs and Tomfon continued on 
or near the fame piece until the water had· 
fallen away. While they fat weeping by 
tI'le corps, a feal came upon the ice; it 
did not meddle with the body, but looked 
very fiedfafl:ly on them; Tomfon defired 
Rofs to !hoot it, but he refufed, faying, 
" I myfe1f may foon be dead." They af
terwards went from piece to piece, but_ the 
weather bein~ tbick, they knew n6t what 

courfe 
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courle to take. The fugar which remained 
wa~ their food this day, and now their whol~ 
flock was expended. 

Monday the 13th. A iliff gale of wind 
frill continued from N. to N.N.W. with 
thick drifting weather; the morning was 
mild" but as night approached it grew very 
!harp and cold. Tomfon and Rofs walked 
again amongft the rough ice. The hands of 
the former were fwelled to fuch a fize, that 
even with the affifiance of his comrade, he. 
could' not force them into his mittens; his 
face was alfo much tumified, and he became 
delirious; for on Rofs telling .him, that in 
two days they would reach the Factory, he 
anfwered, what -. naming a village in 
the Orkneys, to which he belonged. The 
flood confined them to the fame piece of 
ice, and here poor Tomion died, j uft a~ 
tla moon funk b(jlow the hori:ion. 

Tuefday the 14th. The gale was quite-, 
abated, but the cold incteafed, and though 
"ery rimy; yet the fun 1hone early in did 

motning. The water flowed upon the ice 
B 2 that 
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that Rofs remained on, and roan after it drove 
a large piece over Tomfon's body, upon 
which Rofs with difficulty got. The ebb 
running out, and the fun beooming vifible, 
he diretled his courfe by it, and after walking 
all the day over the rough ice, he reached 
the iliore at the back of the Faftory Uland, 
where a path is cut firait, from high water 
mark, to the Factory. The unfortunate 
man imagining himfelf on the eafiern iliore, 
mifiook this opening for fome river or 
creek on that coafi, fo walked up till he 
came to a place which he remembered. 
Here he found his mifiake, and returning 
back immediately, firuck into a right path. 
He now broke down [orne flicks, and en
deavoured to kindle a fire, but without ef
feCt. In this attempt he froze his fingers; 
he had benumbed them before in exchang
ing mittens and affifiing Tomfon: his feet 
were likewife benumbed before he reached 
the {hore. This night he Jay on a few 

flicks, he had broken down for that pur
pore. 

Wednefday 
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Wednefday the 15th. The weather this 
day was very moderate. He fet out for the 
FaCtory, but his extreme weaknefs made 
him fall [everal times, which filled his 
mittens with [now, and froze his fingers 
folid. Though the diftance was no more 
than four miles at fartheft, it was feven 
o'clock in the evening when he arrived at, 

the gates, where he fired his -gun off to 

make himfelf heard. The extremity of his 
nofe was frozen, but he was perfeCtly fell
fible on his arrival. One of the dogs came 
home witrA him} haviI:1g ibid by him all the 
time. 

The packet for Churchill went from the 
FaCtory but the day before; had the fac· 

torymen but followed the track of thefe 
natives, all then would have been well; 
bu t the decrees of Providence are unfearch
able. The other dog was fligh.tl y wounded 
by a feuing gun on the eaftern 1hore. Poor 
Tomfon declared the day before his death, 
that he coqld have lived much longer had 
h.e had provifions to eat. 

B 3 The 
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The unfortunate furvivor was obliged t~ 
(uffer amputation on moil: of his fingers 
and toes, and his nofe was much muti
lated. But Mr. Hutchins~ who was then 
furgeon at York Fort, effeCted a fine cure by 
preferving him; and the man now lives com
forta.bly in Orkney, the place of his nativity. 
On hearing of his misfortune, a fubfcrip
tion was fet on foot for his fupport at every 
place in the Company's fettlements. The. 
people liberally contributed according to 
their feveral abilities; and the Company, 
aCtuated by the laudable example fet by 
their fervants, allowed him an annuity of 
~ol. for life. 

Before I leave the fubjeCl: of this unfor ... 
tunate man, I cannot help remarking, that 
his. ingratitude was confpicuous to a great. 
degree; notwithftanding his mates in the 
Fatl:ory, chi;fly his ,Poor countrymen, af
fected by his misfortunes, had fo liberally 
co~tributed towards his fupport, he had nQt 
the (enfibility to thank anyone of them 
for their humanity, though the greaten:· 
part of his benefactors had no more than 
.Ql. a y~ar. 

In 
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In the colden weather the atmofphere is th4 
moft ferene. Throughout the day the air is 
generally filled with icy Farticles, which are 
{mall beyond conception; thefe are driven 
;lbout in the direction of the wind, and 
adhere to every thing which happens to be 
in the way of their progrefs. In the evening 
the fiars begin to 1hine with refulgent 
Iufire; and the contemplative mind is 
.tlruck with reverence and awe, to fee the 
Aurora Borealis darting with inconceivable 
velocity to all parts of the heaven~. Very 
few winter nights pafs in Hudfon's Bay, 
without this phamomenon making its ap
pearance; fometimes the irradiations are feen 
of a very bright red, at other times of a pale 
milky colour, undulating with every beau
ty it is poffible to conceive or de(cr~be. 

In the winter feafqn, it frequently ha,.. 
pens that the air is fo full of watery va
pou£s, that the fun wiq be obfcured for 
{everal weeks together. This is occafioned 
by the rime, which afcends from the open fea 
water, and being condenfed by the cold, is 
driven by the wind to a confiderable dif-

E 4 tance. 
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t::.nce. I have [een ..the trees, &c. fifty 
miles off to leeward, covered over with it. 

During th~ cold [erene we~ther in the 
winter, innumerable fiars ihine forth with 
inconceivable brilliancy; and, added to 
the beautiful appearance of the moon, 
make a moll: reverential and fplendid ap

pearance; Parhelia likewife become vi
fible, which is a fure indication of inten[e 

cold j and Parafelenes or meck moons ap
ptar, when the vapours arifing from open 
water become condenfed by the froQ. 

The foil at Churchill Fort, which lies 
in bt. 59 deg.oo min. is generally rocky 
near the fea c;oafis, very dry, and bare of 
vegetables. There. are no woods within 
feven miles of the ihore, and confequently, 
the FaCtory is much expofed to the incle
mency of the we~ther, efpecial1y in the 
winter [eafon. The woods here are confider;.. 

. ably fmaller than at York Fort; the trees of 
which they confift are junipers, pines, pop
lars, and willows, but fa infigriificantly 
fill all , that it is with [orne difficulty the 

winter"s 
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winter's fire-wood is proculoed for the Fac
1

_ 

tory; and the farther the traveller proceeds 
to the Northward, the barer he will find 

the earth of every kind of vegetable. The 
inhabitants likewife b~come fewer; till at 
length not the leafl herb is to be feen, nor 

any trace of human fieps obferved, in the 
frigid wafte. At Churchill the winters are 
very long, and the cold intenfely fevere. 
About the latter end of October, the 
(bortening of the days, the coldnefs of the 
weather, and other ind~cations, proel.!}!11 
the proximity of 'Yinter; and from that time 
to the middle of May, this'" part of the 
world is buried in frolt and iil0W. Durin')" .::;, 

this period, the utmofi: precaution is fre-

quently ineffectual to repel the feverity 
of the feafon. Many kinds of birds 2nd 
animals become white; and feveral p.~rfons 
have unfortunately 10ft their lives in tr~:vel ..... 
ling over thefe unhofpitable regions. U ct-. , 
withfianding all this, when the genial rays 
of the f\ln begin to extend to thefe parts of 

the globe, vegetation is exceedingly quick. 
The trees ilioot up with furprizing cele
rity, and the Factory people are foon able 

to 
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to gather the produce ofa little gar deft 
£luff, put into the ground about the 
middle of June. 

Much the fame may be {aid of the cli
mate of York Fort, excepting that diffe
rence to be expeCted from a more {outherly 
fituation. The [un rifes on the ihorteft day 
at Sh. 48m. 12[ec. Very little can be {aid in 
commendation of the {oil at the Com
pany's northerly fettlements. It is of {o 

100[e and clayey a nature, that the banks 
of the river are continually falling down 
through inundations and deluges; and it 
is very unfit for agriculture, even if the 
climate would admit of it. A tolerable· 
quantity of creifes, radilhes, lettuces, and 
cabbages, may, however, be procu,e~, 

with proper cultivation; and, in a favour
able feafon, even peafe and beans; but 
thefe {o feldom come to any perfection, 
that they are efieemed a kind of luxury. 

The face of the country is low ana 
marlhy, and at a little diftance off, feems 
'tfi ,prefent to the eye a fine profpeCt of taU 

pmes 
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pines and junipers; but upon a nearer ap
proach you find yourfelf moO: egregioufiy , 
deceived. The pine trees, which are of 
different kinds, are but fmall; near the fea
(mafts they generally run, knotty, and are 

unfit to be u~ed in the firucture of good 

buildings. The fame may be faid of the 
J UnI per trees, growing in the f..1.me fitua

tiona 

But on leaving the marlhy ground, and 

retiring inl~nd to the fouthward, the trees 

are of a more fiately growth; and about 

Moofe and Albany Forts, they are fonnd 

of all diameters. Here the climate is much 
more temperate than at York Fort and 

Churchill Settlement. Potatoes, turnips, 

aQ.d almofl: every fpecies of kitchen garden 

fluff, are reared with facility; and no doubt 
corn might be cultivated, if the lords ·of 
the foil had patriotifm enough to' make this 

extenfive country of any fervice to Great

Britain. But it has been an invariable 
maxim with them fer many years paa, to 

damp every laudable endeavour in their fer

vants, that might tend to make thefe coun-

trie. 



tries generally· beneficial to the Mother 
Country. This conduCt will appear very 
extraordinq.ry to tho[e, who are unac
quainted with the fe1f-interelled views of 
the Company. They imagine, that if it 
was known to the nation, that the lands 
they pofTefs were capable of cultivationJ it 

might induce individuals to enquire into 
their right to an exc1ufive charter; it is 
therefore their bufinefs to reprefent it in 
the woril light poffible, to difcourage an 
inq uiry, which would tbake the founda
tion of their beloved monopoly. 

But to return.-Throughout the woods to 
thefouth ward the ground is covered with a very 
thick mofs, among which grow various kinds 
of fmall ihrubs, bearing fruit, fuch as goo[e
berries, currants, ftrawberries, rafberries, 
cranberries, with many others too tedious 
to mention. A herb, which the natives 
call Wee fuc a pucka, grows very plentifully 
in all parts of the country. The Indians 
make ufe of it by way of medicine; it 
makes a very agreeable tea, and is much 
p[ed here both by Europeans and natives, 

not 
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not orily for its pleafaat flavour, but for 

its falutary effects. Its virtues are many; 
it is an aromatic, very ferviceable in rheu

matic cafes, firengthens the fiomach, re
lieves the head, and alfo promotes perf pi
ration. Outwardly, it is applied to gan
grenes, contufions, and excoriations; in 

the latter cafe the powder is made ufe of. 
Another herb of much utility to the na

tives grows likewife here; this they call 

Jack ajh a puck. They mix it with their 
tobacco to reduce its fi:rength. 

The Manners, CuJloms, esc. if the Indimzs~ 

Having given a brief account of· the 

climate, foil, &c. of the country, it will 

not be unfeafonable to fay fomething of the 

people who inhabit it. The Hudfon's Bay 
Indians were originally tall, properly pro
portioned, ftrongly made, and of as manly 

an appearance as alJY people whatever. 
This, however, was before their co;nmerce 
with Europeans had enervated and debafed 
their minds and bodies, by introducing fpi
rituous liquors among them, and habitu-

ating 
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ating them to fevere courles of drinking. 
They are naturally much addicted to this 

fatal cullom; but when it is encouraged 

and enforced by thofe who call themfelves an 

enlightened people, it certainly is not only 

blameable, but highly criminal. Were 

common fenfe but made ufe of to direct 

the conciua: of thofe who are benefited by 
the trade ~arried on with the Indians, felf

in terefl: and good policy would teach them 
to difcourage, as much as pollible, a habit 

fa prejudicial to them, and fatally dellruclive 

to thefe miferable people. They are gene

rally of a benevolent diff>ofition, and eafy 

to be perfuaded by per[ons who underfiand 

their language; but as a moll unconfcionable 

gain is got by trading in fpirits with them, it 
is not to be fuppofed the faCtors will ever 

be induced to put a flop to this unchriflian 

pradice. An Indian ,yill barter away all 

his furs, nay even leal'e h imfelf without a 

rag to cover his nakednefs, in exchange for 
that vile unwholefome fluff, called Englifll 
brandy. If by fuch exceffive intoxication 
they only irreparably injured their own con
Hitutions, and debilitated their race, t~ 

confeq uences ... 
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confequences, though pernicious, 'Would not 
be fo dreadful as they ufually are; but du .. 
ring their intoxication not -only frelh qu~r. 
relsenfue, old grievances are alfo renewed, 
and death is frequently the confequence of 
former bickerings, which but for this fiimu .. 
lator had been buried in oblivion. 

The following tragi cal in!l:ances of th= 
baneful effeCts of thefe poifonous difiilla
tions, happened, among many others, un
der my own knowledge. Excefs of liquor 
frequently makes Europeans merry and gay; 
but with:_ the Indian it has a contrary effeCt : 
at this time he recollects his departed friend. 
and relations; he laments their death very 
.pathetically with tears; and if near the 
graves of any of them, will fometimes run cut 
and weep at them. O~hers again will 
join in chorus in a fong, although umlble 
to hold up their heads; and it is not un-

-common for them to roll about the tent 
in a fit of frenzy, and frequently into the 
fire. On thefe occafions fome quarrel is 
fure to take place, and fome ancient dif
-agreem.t is revived. They fometimes have:. 

I 
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the prec<mtion to order the women to re",:, 

move all offenfive weapons out of th« tent; 

but as they cannot part with their teeth, 

it is not unu[ual to fee [orne of them the 

next morning without a no[e.· Sometimes 

they come off with the 10[s of an ear, or 

joint of a finger. In there affrays no regard 

is paid to relationfhip, brothers and fiil:ers 
often e,~ga:5ing each other. After one of 

thefe lel,counters, an Indian entered the 

Fort one morning, and defired to be ad-' 
mitted to the [urgeon; as Coon as he got 

into his ~p~:rtn~ellt, he [aluted him in broken 

Enslinl \vith "Look here, man, here' my 
no[e," at the [::l1ne time holding out his 

hand, wi th half his noi"e in it, which he 

,':anted the [urgeon to put on again, for 

they have a great opinion of the faculty. 

The man's nephew, it teems, had bit it 
oiY, aiid he declared, t11at he felt no pain, 

nor was Cnfible of his 10[s, till awaking 

the next morning he found the piece Jayiag 
h'l his {de. 

A tew YCci.rS fince, a party of Indians 

came down to trade, and the firil: day of 

their 
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their arrival, as their invariable cufiom is~ 
got drunk. In this flate of inebriation t 

as ·two of them were flruggling together, 
one of them finding that he could not dif

engage himfelf from his antagonifi-, fnatched 
a bayonet out of its cafe, and flabbed him 

in the breaft. On hearing a noife, fome 
perfons went into the tent to learn the 

caufe; when they found the unhappy 
man in a mofi defperate {late, his lungs 

protruding through the wound, as large as 
a man's hand, at each refpiration. A tent 

was pitched for him within the FaCtory 
works, and every affiftance was given him 
by the Englifh, but he died on the fifteenth 

day. 

At another time three Indian ihen wer.:: 
-fent with a packet from York Fort td 

Churchill River. The firfi thing to be done 
after they arrived at the place of defiination, 
was, as ufual, to get dead dtunk. There 

happened to he an Indian here, who had 

formerly -borne fome animofity to one of 

thefe packet-men, but which had never 

been thought of when ,reafon poffdred the 

C fenfes: 
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fenfes: the fumes of the liqt,lor, however, 

revived: with peculiar acrimony, the revenge 
which lay buried in his bo[om. After dif
courfing together for forne time, and irri
tating each other with bitter retorts, the 
man who fuppofed himfelf injured went 
into the FaCtory, and procured a bayonet 
from the Governor, ,,,ith which he very 
foon put a period to the exifience of his 
unhappy adverfary. The deceafed left a 
wife and eight children. 

I could recount upwards of forty in
fiances of a fimilar kind, which occurred to 
me whilft I was in Rudfon's Bay, when!: 
revenge, and defiruction, marked th" 
fieps of the drunken favage; but the above 
inftances will fufficiently £hew the iniquity 
and evil tendency of fupplying the Indians 
with fpirituous liquors, and encouraging 
the immoderate ufe of them. By this dia
bolical commerce the country is impover
ilhed of inhabitants, the trade of courfe 
imperceptibly declines, and this extenfive 
fettlement is in a great meafure prevented 

from 
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from rivalling many of our other foreign 
efiabliiliments. 

The natives of Hudfon's Bay are a people 
of a middle fize, of a cOFper complexion, 
their features regular and agreeable, and 
few difiorted or deformed perfons are feen 
among them. When young they have ex
ceffive large bellies, which is to be attri
buted to the enormous quantity of fo.,d 
they devour; but as they grow towards 
puberty this part decreafes to a common 
fize. Their confiitutions are !hong and 
healthy, and their diforders few; the chief 
of thefe is the dyfentery, and a violent pain 
in the breafi, which the Engliili call the 
Country Difiemper. The latter' is fuppofed 
to proceed from the cold air being drawn 
into the lungs; which impeding the vef
fels from fpreading throughout that organ, 
hinders the circulation, and renders re-

t 

fpiration extremely' painful and difficult; 
yet I never heard of any dying of it. The 
venereal difeafe is alfo very commOn among 
them, but the fymptoms are much milder 
than in Europe, perh,aps owing to their 

C ~ dieti 



diet, which is void of fpices, or faIt, and 
of fpirituous liquors, when from the FaCtory. 

They feldom live to a great age, but enjoy 

all their faculties to the laft. 

In their difpofitions they are mild, affable, 
and good-natured, when fober; but when 
intoxicated they are loft to every focial 

quality, and difcover the greatefi propenfity 
to quarrelling, theft, and the worft of 
VIces. When we view the fair fide of their 
charaCters, we find them kind, courteous, 
and benevolent to each other, relieving the 
wants and neceffities of their diftrefl'ed bre
thren with the greateft good-n'lture, either 
by counfe1, food, or cloathing. The good 
cffeas of this excellent difpofition are fre
quently experienced by themfelves; for, as 
in their mode of life no one knows how 
{oon it may be his own fate to be reduced 
to the verge of extremity, he fecures for 
himfelf a return of kindnefs, fhould he 
experience that viciffitude. On the other 
hand, they are fly, cunning, and artful to 
a great degree; they glory in every fpecies 
of f\lracity and artifice, efpecial1y when the 

theft 
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theft or deception has been [0 well executed 
as to efcape deteCtion. Their love to their 
offspring is carried to a vei'"y ~reat height. 

From the ftate of childhood to maturity 
they [eldom Qr never correct their children, 
aHedging, that when they grow up they 
wi1l 'know better of themfdves. Neither 
is this indulgence made a bad ufe of when 
r.eRection [ucceeds the irregularities of youth; 
em the contrary, fentiments of reverence, 
gratitude, and love, link their affeaions to 

the authors of their being; and they feldom 
f-ail to give the utmofi affifiance to their 
aged parents whenever their imbecj];ty re

quires it. 

With refpect to thei·r corporeal abili
ties, they afe almon: without exception 

great walkers; they patiently endure cold, 
hung,er, .a~d fatigue; and bear all mis
fortunes with admirable fortit 1.1de and re
fignation, which enables them bravely' to 
encounter the pro[peCl:: of ill, and renders 
the mind [erene under the preiTure of ad
verfity. As their country abounds with 
innLJIDcr«.lple herds of deer, eIks1 and buf-
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faloes, they frequently make great flaughter 
among them; and upon thefe occailons. 
they have no regard to futurity, or pro
viding for an unfuccefsful day. Whether 
they happen to be pining under the grafp 
of pinching neceffity, or enjoying themfelve$ 
in all the happinefs of health and plenty, 
they kill all they can, having an incontro
vertible maxim among them, which is, 
" the more they kill, the more they have 
to kill:" and this opinion, though dia
metrically oppofite to reafon or common 
fenCe, is as pertinacioul1y held by them, as his 
tenets are by the moil: bigotted enthufiaft. 
Indeed, they too frequently find it to their 
coil: to be grounded on folly, as they fome
times fuffer extreme hunger through it; nay, 
many have been fiarved to death, and others 
have been reduced to the fad neceffity of de
vouring their own offspring. 

As a great part of the Factory provifions 
confifrs of geefe killed by the Indians, the 
Englith fupply them with powder and fhot 
for this purpofe, allowing them the value 
of a beaver !kin for every ten geefe they 

~il1 ; 
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kill; accordingly, after the Indian has got 

this fupply, he fets off from his tent early 
in the morning into the marilies, where he 

fets himfelf down, with a degree of pa
tience difficult to be imitated, and being 
1heltered by a few willows, waits for the 

geefe. They ihoot them flying, and are fo 

very dexterous at this fport, that a good hun

ter will kill, in times of plenty, fifty or fixty 
in a day. Few Europeans are able to endure 
cold, fatigue, hunger, or adverfity in any 
£hape, with an equal degree of magnanimity 

. and compofure to that which is familiar to 
the natives of this country. After being out 
a whole day 011 a hunt, expofed to the 
bleake!1: winds' and moll: penetrating cold, 
and that without the leafl: thing to fatisf} 
the calls of nature, an J ndian comes home, 

warms himfelf at the fire, finolks a few 
pipes of tobacco, and then retires to refi, 

as calm as if in the midfi of plenty; but 

if he happens to have a family, he cannot 

~lways boafi: of this equanimity; when re
duced to extremity, his afi-eCtion ft1f them 

predominates over his philofophy, if it 
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might be fo called, ~nd it gives way to th~ 
~qfl: pqpgent forrow. 

A blind and unconquerable fuperfiitiofl 

bears a principal £hare in the character of 

there unpoliihed Indians. By this he is in
ducep to irp.pute eyery oc~urreIlC~ of 4is life 
to {upernat~ral caufes. His good 9r bad 
fuccefs in hunting, the we~fare of his friends 

and family, his duration in this mortal frate, 
&~. all dep(!nd upon the capricious will and 

pleafufe qf {orne invifible agent, whom h~ 

{uppo{c;s to prefid,e over aH his undertakiIlgs: 

for infl:an~e, ~)lle Plan will invpke a cpn

{picuous fiar, another a wolf, one a bear, 

and another a particular tree; which he 

imagines influences his good or ill fortun~ 

tn this life. 

In the fpring of 1779, fome Indians, whp 

were employed in the vicinity of York 

Fort in the goo{e hunt, were {o influenced 

by thefe fuperfiitious ideas, that they be

lieved the Devil, with hideous howling~, 
frequented their tent every night. They 
cam~ to the FaCtory quite dejected, and 

told 
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told the Governor a lamentable tale, fetting 
forth, with pathetic energy, the dif1-re(fes 

they were expofed to from this vill tation 
of the Father of Iniquity. So overcome 
were they by their apprehenfions, that they 
kept large fires continually burning all 

night, and fleeping only in the day- time. 
One of thenl declared that he had fired his 
gun at him, but unluckily miffed him. He 
defcribed him to be of human {bape, going 
about with c1oaths, and taking prodigious 
ilrides over the fnow. The Indians be
lieved that he came in queft of fome of 
their families, a part of which muil: be 
facrificed to affuage his anger. A little 
brandy, however, properly applied, had a 

wonderful effect; for after going through 
~ courfe of enebriation for two days, all the 
fears that the Devil had occafioned were en
tirely diffi pated. I t proved afterwards, that 
~he formidable enemy that had caufed 
fuch a panic among them, was nothing 
more than a night owl, which had 

frequented this place. This bird, by the 
1hrieks and difmal noife which he makes in 
rhe nigh~, frequently cauCes fuch app~·ehel~-
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lions in the minds of the Indians, that it 
works upon the:r imaginations to fuch a de
gree, as to induce them to beli(ve the Devil 
is really and fubil:antially prefent. 

Exclufive of thefe fupedlitious ideas, the 
religious fentiments of thefe people, though 
confufed, are in many refpects jufi. They 
allow that there is a good Being, and they 
fometimes fing to him; but not out of fear 

or adoration, for he is too good, they fay, to 
hurt them. He is called Kitch-e-man-e-to, 

or the Great Chief. They further fay, 
there is an evil Being, who is always 
plaguing them; they call him Whit-ti-co. 
Of him they are very much in fear, and 
feldom eat any thing, or drink any brandy, 
without throwing fome into the fire for 
lVhit-ti-c:J. If any misfortune befals them, 
they fing to him, imploring his mercy; and 
when in health and profperity do the fame, 
to keep him in good humour . Yet, though 
obfequious fometimes, at others they are 
angry with him, efpecially when in liquor; 
they then run out of their tent~, and fire their 

guns in order to kill him. They frequently 

perfuade 
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perfuade themfe1ves that they fee his track in 
the mofs or fnow, and he is general1y de
fcribed in the mGfi hideous forms. They 
believe that both the good and the bad Being 
have many fervants; thofe of the former in
habiting the air, but thofe of the latter 
walking on the earth. They have likewife 
an opinion that this country was once over
flowed; an opinion founded on meeting 
with many fea {hells f~r inland. 

They have no manner of government or 
fubordination. The father, or head of a fa
mily, owns no fuperior, nor obeys any com
mand. He gives his advice or opinion of 
things, but at the fame time has no au
thority to enforce obedience: the youth of 
his family follow his direCtions, but rather 
from filial affeCtion or reverence, than in 
confequence of any duty exaCted by a fu
perior. When feveral ten ts or families meet 
to go to war, or to the FaCtories to trade, 
they' choofe a leader, -but it is only volun
tary obedierice they pay to the leader fo 
chofen; everyone is at liberty to leave 
him when he pleafes, and the notion of a 

c'ommander 
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corr.Jnander is quite obliterated as foon as 
the voyage:. l' over. Merit alone gives the 
title to .:~i e inEtion; and the poffeffion "of 
qualities e.:.t are held in elteem is the only 
method tJ obtain refpect. Thus a perfon 
who is an experienced hunter; one who 
knows the communication between the 
lakes and rivers; one who can make 
long harangues; is a conjurer; or if he 
has a family; fuch a man will not fail 
of being followed by feveral Indians, when 
they happen to be out in large parties; they 
likewife follow him down to trade at the 

fettlements: he is, however~ obliged to fe
cure their attendance upon this occafion by 
promifes and rewards, as the regard paid to 
his abilities is of too weak a nature to 
command fubjection. In war a mutual re
fentment againil: their enemies forms their 
union for perpetrating their revenge. Per
f~mal courage, patience under hardiliips, 
and a knowledge of the manners and 
country of their adverfaries, are the quali
ficatioq.s fought after in the choice of a 
leader. They follow him, whom they 
pave thus chofen, with fidelity, and exe"

cute his projects with alacrity; but their 

obedience 
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obedience does not proceed from any right 
in the leader to command, it is folely found
ed on his merit, on the affection of his fol
lowers~ and their defire of fubduing their 
enemies. Thefe fentiments actuate every 
breaft, and augment the union; while in 
more civilized nations fuch a compact.is ef
feCted by fubmiffion to the laws of govern
ment. 

Some years fince, the Company being 
informed that the Indians frequently brought 
fine pieces of copper to the i ,- lettlements all 
Churchill River, th~y took it into confide
ration, and appointed a pedon, with proper 
affiil:ants, to [urvey and ~ .... mine the river 
where this valuable acquiGllOn was fuppofed 
to ,be concealed. The perfon employed in 
this bufinefs gives the following account 
of his expedition, which will defcribe the 
Indian method of going to war. Thefe 
are his words: "In 62 deg. 57 min. N. 
"htitude, and 18 W. longitude, from 
" Churchill Ri\'er, is where we built our 
" canoes in 1771; there many Northern 
" Indians joined us, and finding we were 

H intended 



" intended for the copper mine river, that 
H fummer, between 70 and 80 flout fellows

" agreed to accompany us, with no other 
" intent than to kill the Efquimaux. I ufed 

" my beft endeavours to perfuade them from 

" this defign, but to no purpofe; for, in
" fiead of my advice having the defired ef
" feCt, they imputed it to cowardice. That 
" being a character I always defpifed, I was 
" obliged to fum up my beft endeavours, to 
" retrie\e my then fading honour; and told 
" them, I cared not if they made the name 
" of an Efqllimaux extinct, and though I 
" was no enemy to them, yet if I found it 
" l1t!:cefiary for my own fafety, or for the 
" fafety of thofe who were with me, that 
" I ihould not be afraid of an E[quimaux. 
"This declaration cau[ed great !houts of 
" fatisfaClion. . They then began to prepare 

" their targets, or !hields, as Coon as PQf
"fible. Their urgets are nlade of boards 

" tllr~e feet long, two broad, and 3-4ths 
" of ~:1 inch thick, and [0 flung on the left 
h arm, as to be of no hindrance in loading 
" and firing their guns. -Our war imple
" ments b~ing all ready, we fet out on our 

" expedi-
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"expedition, and by the 2 1ft June, were 

" in lat. 68 deg. 54 min. N. and 22 deg. 
" 21 min. W. from Churchill. Here we , 
" agreed to leave all the women, and every 
H other incumbrance. Accordingly, after 

" flaying a few days to kill as many deer and 
. " buffaloes as would ferve them till our re

"turn, we proceeded again, and arrived at 
" the copper river on the I 3th July; aDd, 
,,~; I found afterwards, about 40 miles 
" from it's entrance. On our arrival, th~ 
"Indians difpatched three men before, as 
" fpies, to fee if any Efquimaux were tent
H ing about the river. On the 15th of the 

" fame month, as I was continuing my 
" furvey towards the r:1outh of the river, 

." we met the three fpies above-mentioned, 
" who informed us of five tents of Efqui
" maux being on the \Vell: fide of the 
" river, and by their comparifon of the 
" diil:ance, I judged it to be about twelve 

" miles off. On their receiving this news, 

"they would pay no more attention to my 
" furvey; but ';i.~ir whole thoughts were 

" immediately engaged in planning the beft 
." method how to Heal on them in the night, 

" and 



~, and kill them while afleep. After having 
"all their apparatus ready for the enfuing 
U Daughter, they began to invoke their dif ... 
" ferent patronizing agents by the follow
" ing fuperilition. All the men painted 
" the front of their targets, fome with the 
., image of the Sun, others with the Moon, 
U others with different kinds of birds and 

" beails of prey, and fome with the images 
" of imagin~ry fairies, which, according 
"to their GUy imaginations, inhabit the 
',' elements. By {tria: enquiry into the caufe 
u of this fuperfiition, I found that each 

" man had the image of that agent painted 
" on his target which he relied on for fuc
"ce[s in the enfuing enterprize. Some 
" were contented with a fingle reprefenta
" tion, while others (doubtful of the qua
" lity of any fingle being) would have their 
" targets covered to the very margin, with 
" a group of hieroglyphics quite unintelli
"gible. This piece of fuperfiition being 
" compleated, we then began to advance 
"to\\'ards the Efql1imaux. The number 
" of our company being fo far fuperior to 
H the five tents of Efquimaux, portended 

" no 
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~', no lefs than a tota-l maffacre, unlefs kind 

" Providence fhould work a miracle in their 
"favour. It was about ten o'clock in the morn

" ing, when they made their attack upon their 

" unhappy enemies, whom they found faft 
"afieep~ In a few minutes the havock was 
" begun, myfelf ftanding neuter in the rear. 
" Prefently a fcene, truly f1:ocking, pre
" fented itfelf to my vjew; for as the Ef
" quimaux were furprized at a time when 
" they thought themfelves in the midfi of 
" fecurity, they had neither power nor time 
"to make any refifiance. IvIen, women 
"'" and children ran cut of the tents ftark
" naked; but where could they fly for i11el
., ter? They foon fell a facrifice to Indian 

"fury. The {brieks and gioansof the expir
" ing were truly horrible; and it was much 

"increafed by the fight of a young girl" 
" about I 8 years old, whom they killed fo 

" nigh to me, that when the fitft fpear was 
,i ftuck into her, {he fell down, and t\viI1ed 

" herfelf about my legs; and it was fame 
" difficulty for me to difengage myfelf from 

" her dying grafps. As the Indians pur
., fued hefl I folicited for her life j but this 
l-

D _ " was 
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" wa! fo far from being granted, that I was 
" not fully affured of my own being entirely 
" in fafety, for offering to fpeak in her be
" half. When I begged her life, the fellows 
" made no reply, till they had both their 
" [pears through her, and fixed into the 
"ground. They then looked me fiernly in 
" the face, ~nd began to upbraid me, alk
" ing if I wanted anE{quimaux wife? at 
"the [arne time paying no regard to the 
"fhrieks of the poor girl, who was then 
" twining about the fpears like an eel: in-· 
c' deed, I was obliged at 1aft to requell them· 

" to be more expeditious in difpatching her 
" out of her mifery, otherwife I thould be 
" obliged in pity to affift in that friendly 
" office, by putting an end to a life [0 mor~ 

"tally wounded. The terror of mind r 
"mull inevitably be in from f';!ch a fitua
" tion, is eafier to be conceived than de
"fcribed. When this horrid work wa9 
" compleated, we obferved feven more tents 
"on the oppofite fide the river. The 
" peopie belonging to them appeared to 
"be in great confllfion, bu t did not 
"offer to make their efcape. The In~' 

" dians fired many !hot at them acrofs the 

" river, 
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(~river, but the poor Efquimaux were f~ 
., unacquainted wit~ the nature of guns, 
"that when the bullets {huck the rocks, 
" they fun in bodies t6 fee what was fent 
"them, and feemed curious in examin .. 

" ing the pieces of lead they found flat
u tened on the rocks, 'till at laft one man 
"was iliot through the calf of the leg; 
rc after which they immediately embarked 
" in their canoes with their wives and chil
" dren, and paddled to a fhoal in the river. 
" After the invaders had killed every foul 
" they could get at, they began breaking 
" the fione kettles and copper wurk, which 

" the Efquimaux make ufe of infiead of iron. 
"When this was done, they aifembled on 
" the top of a high hill, calling- out rima, 
" rima; by way of derifion to the furviv
"ing Efquimaux .. We then went up the 
" river about half a mile, to the place where 
" our tents arid baggage were, with an in
c, tent to crofs over and plunder the other 

" feven tents. It taking up a confiderable 
" time for all to crofs the river, and being 
"entirely under cover of the rocks, the 
H pbor Efquimaux, whom we left on the 

D 2 H ihQaJ~ 
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" Gloal, thought we were gone about. our. 
"bufinefs, and had returned to their tents 
"again. Accordingly, the Indians ran 
"on them, but they having their ca
"noes ready, they all embarked, and 
" reached the fuoal abov.e-mentioned, ex
" cept one man, who, being over attentive 
" in tying up his things, he had no time to 
" reach his canoe, fo fell a facrifice to their 
" favage ferocity, for they made his body 
" like a l1rainer. After the Indians had 
"plundered thefe tents of every thing 
" worth their notice, they threw the tent 
"poles into the river, broke their frone 
" kettles, and did all the damage they could, 
" to difl:refs the poor furvivors. We found 
"an aged woman fpearing falmon a 1hort . 
" difl:ance up the river, whom they bar
"baroufly butchered, every man having a 
" thrut1 at her with his fpear:' 

Thus finiihes this Gentleman's account 
of .the War Expedition of the Indians by 
whom he was accompanied, which furniihes~' 
us with no bad idea of the manner in which, 
they carryon thefe excurfions. I muit: 

here 
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here obferve, that his abilities were 
every way adequate to the important under
taking he was engaged in, that of deter
mining the truth of a copper-mine being 
up the country. He was two years in 
fearch of this valuable repofitory, which 
no doubt might prove of great 'confequence, 
were it pro{ecuted with a laudable fpirit of 
indufiry; but the Corppany, I mull: again 
repeat, damp every enquiry tending to ex
hibit the value of the territories they ex
c1ufively enjoy. Their trade, in its pre{ent 
frate, is a matter of fmall confequen@e to 
this nation. Their views are narrow and 
felfiili, and thei~ wholeconftitution IS m
veloped in fecrecy and obfcurity. 

The Indian's method of dividing the time, 

is by numbering the nights elapfed, or to 
come; thus, if he be aiked how long he 
has been on his journey, he will anfwer, 
" fo many nights." From this noCturnal 
divifion, they proceed to the lunar or monthly 
divifion, reckoning twelve of thefe in the 
year; all of which are expreffive of fome 
remarkap'l~ event or appearance, that hap-

D 3 \" pens 
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pens during that revolution of ~he ~o9~· ' 
For infiance-

JANUARY, 
i 

FEBRUARY, 

MARCH, 

APR IL, 

MAY, 

JUNE, 

JULY', 

AUGUST, 

They call Kee-{ha-pou-iir-te .. 
can-urn, by reaton of th~ 
inten[e cold found at thi~ 
time. 

Sha-pelhern, or the old moon. 
Mee-kee-[u-a-peiliem, or the 

Eagle- moon;' becau[e th~re 
birds vifit their coall:s in thi~ 
month. 

Nis-cau-pefhem, or the Goofe 
moon. 

Atheek-a-peiliern, or the Frog 
. . ' 

moon. 
Opineou-a-pechem, becaufe 

moll: birds are ~9W layin'g 
their eggs. " . 

Opus-cou-a-peiliem, becaufe 
the geefe are now moulting 

" their feathers. ' . 

Opo-ho-a-peiliem, becaufe 
the birds are now begin~ 
ning to fly. 

~EPTEM-
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. SE-PTEMBER,Wuf-ker-ho-a-pefhem,becaufe 
the deer are now !bedding 
their horns. 

OCTOBER, We-fac-a-pelhem, becaufe it 
is the Rutting feafon with 
the deer. 

NOVEMBER, As-kut-ta-te- fu-a- pelhem, 
this implies that the rivers 
are now frozen over. 

DECEMBER, Pou-watch-e-can-a-fiQ1-'a-pe
illem, becaufe the 1everitv , .-

of the froil: makes the bruQl 
fall from the pine-trees. 

Their method of computing numbers is 
rather abflrufe, as they reckon chiefly by 
decades; as follows :---Two tens, three 

tens, &c. Ten tens, or an hundred tens. 
A few units over or under, are added or fub
traCl:ed. Thus, 32 in their· tongue is ex
preffed, by faying 3 tens and 2 over j---37 
would be expreffed by faying, 3 tens and 7 
over, or 4 tens wanting three. If they 
reckon any large number, a ikin or frick is 
laid down for every ten, and afterwards 

D 4 tied 
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tied in a bundle, for the aggregate of th~ 

whole. 

Before the Canadian merchants purfued 
the Fur Trade with fuch diligence as they 
now do through the Lakes, and had pen~ .. 
trated into the interior parts of Hudfon's 
Bay, a great number of Indians ufed an .. 
nually to come down to the Company's 
Settlements to trade theirfkins. And though 
the Company have now in a great meafure 
loft the benefit of this lucrative traffic, i~ 

may not be amifs to mention the manner 
in which the Indians profecu~e their voyagei 
to the FaClories. 

In the month of March, the Upland 
Indians afl"emhle on the banks of a par .. 
ticular river or lake, the nomination of 
which had been agreed on by common con .. 
fent, bef<Jre they feparated for the winter. 
Here they begin to build their canoes, which 
are generally compleated very foon after 
~he river ice breaks. They then comm~nce 
~heir voyage, but without any regularity, 
all ihiving to be foremoil:; becaufe th~fe 

whQ 
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-who are firft have the beftchance of pro-
curing food. During the voyage, each 
leader canvaffes, with all manner of art 
and diligence, for people to join his gang; 
influencing fome by prefents, and others 
by promifes; for the more canoes he has 
under his command, the greater he appears 
at the F aaory • 

Being come near their journey's end. 
they all put afhore; the women to go in 
the woods to gather Pine- brulh for thct 

bottom of the tents; while the leaders 
fmoke together, and regulate the procef
fion. This being fettled, they re-embark, 
a~d foon after arrive at the Factory. If 

~here is but one Captain, his fituation is in 
the cen ter of the canoes; if more, they 
place themfelves on the wings; and theiF 
canoes are difiinguilhed by havi ng a fmall 
flag hoified on a frick, and placed in the 

Ilern. 

When they arrive wi~hin a few hundred 
yards of ~~e Fort, they difcharge their 
fow1ing.pieces,to compliment the Englilh; 

who, 
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who, in return, falute them by firing two 
or three {mall cannon. The leaders [eldom 

c'o:lcern them[elves with taking out the bun
dles, but the other men will affill: the wo
m~n. The Fatl:or being informed that the 
Indians are arrived, fends the trader to in
troduce the leaders with their lieutenants, 
who are ufually their eldell: Cons or neareft 
relations. Chairs are placed for them to fit 
down on, and pipes, &c. are introduced. 
During the time the leader is fmoking, he 
fays very little, but as Coon as this is over, 
he begins to be more talkative; and fixing 
his eyes immoveably on the ground, he tells 
the Fatl:ors how many canoes he has brought, 
what I~dians he has feen, alks how the 
Engliihmen do, and fays he is glad to fee 
them. After' this the Governor bids hinl 
'Welcome, tells him he has. good goods arid 
plenty, and that he loves the Indians, and 
will be kind to' them. The pipe is by this 
time removed, and the converfation becomes 
free. " 

During this vifit, the Chief is dreft out 

at the expenee of the Factory in the follow-

mg 
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·~ng manner: a coarfe cloth coat, either 
red or blue, lined wi~h baize, and having 
regimental cuffs; and a waiflcoat a~d 

breeches of baize. The fuit is ornamented . , 
with orris lace. He is al[o prefented with 
a white or chec~ iliirt; his ilockings are 
I 

of yarn, one of them red, the other blue, 
and tied below the knee with worfled 

l 

garters; his Indian [hoes are fometimes put 
bn, but he frequently walks in his fiocking
feet; his hat is coarfe, and bedecked with 
three oflrich feathers of varioLls colours; 
and a worfled fafh tied round the crown ; 
a fmall filk handkerchief is tied round hi~ 
neck, and this compleats his dre[s. The 
Lieutenant is alfo p~efented with a coat, 
but it has no lining; he is likewife pro~ 
yided with a iliirt' and a cap, not unlik~ 
~hofe worn by mariners. 

The guefrs being now equipped, bread 
and prunes are brought and fetbefore the 
Captain, of which he t~kes care to fill his 
pockets, before they are carried out to be 
1hared in his ten t; a two gallon keg of 

brandy, with pipes and ,tobacco for him-
felf 
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{elf and followers, are" likewife fet before 

him. He is now conduCted from the 

fort to his tent in the following manner: 

In the front a ha1bard and enfign are car

rie,J; next a drummer beating a march; 

then fevera1 'of the Factory iervants bear

ing the bread, prunes, pipes, tobacco, 

hrandy, O:c. Th..::n comes the Captain, 
"walking quite erect and fiately, fmoaking 

his pipe, and converfing with the Factor. 

After this follows -the Lieutenant, or any 

otht.:'r friend, who had been admitted into 
the fort with the leader. They find the 

tent re:ld.,· for their reception, and with clean 

pine bru!h and beaver coats placed for them 

tj fit on. Here the brandy, &c. is de

pofited, and the Chief gives orders to fome . 

:rdJxctable perren to make the ufual diil:ri

bution to his comrades. After this the 

l"aclor takes his leave, and it is not long 

before they are all intoxicated; when they 

give 100fe to every fpecies of diforderly tu

mult, fuch as finging, crying, fighting, 

dancing, &c. and fifty to one but fome 

one is killed before the morning. Such 

are the fad effeCts of the vile com pofi tion 

they 
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they are furnifhed with upon thefe oeca .. 

fions. 

After continuing in a fiate of intoxica

tion, bordering on madnefs, for two or 
three days, their mental faculties return by 

degrees, and they prepare themfe1ves for 

. renewing . the league - of friendfhip, by 
finoaking the calimut. The ceremony of 
which is as follows: A pipe made of fione 

is filled with Brazil 'tob~l(CC, mLxed \';itlt 

a herb [omething like European bex. The 
ftem of the pipe is three or four feet IonZ, 
and decorated with various pieces of bee, 
bears claws, and eagles talons, and like

wife with variegated feathers, the fpoils of 
the moil beauteous of the feathered tribe. 

The pipe being fixed to the' item and 

lighted, the FaCtor takes it in both his 
har~ds,and with much gravity r;[es from 
his chair,,· and poin ts the end of the {tern 

to the Eail, or fun-rife, then to the Zenith, 

afterwards to the Weft, and then perpendi

c~larly down to. the Nadir. After this he 

takes three or four hearty whiffs, and 

having done fo, prefents it to the Indian 
leader, 
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leader, from whom it is carried round to 
. the whole party, the women excepted, 

who are not permitted to fmoak out of the 
facred pipe. When it is intire1y fmoaked 

out, the FaCtor takes it again, and having 
twirled it three or four times over his headt 

lays it deliberately on the table; which 
being done, all the Indians return him 
thanks by a kind of fighing out the word Ho. 

Though the above ceremony made ufe of 
by the Indians, in fmoking the calimut, 
fnay appear extremely ridiculous and in

comprehenfible, yet when We are made 
acquainted with their ideas in this refpect; 
the apparent abfurdity of the cufiom will 
vani{hl By this ceremony they mean to 
fignify to all per[on"s concerned, that whiHl: 
tile [un {hall vifit the different parts of the 
"'odd, and make day and night; peace, 
firm friendihip, and brotherly love, 1hall 
be eftablilhed between the Englilh and their 
country, and the fame on their part. By 
twirling the pipe over the head, they 
further intend to imply, that all perfons of 
th.e two nations, wherefover they may be, 

1hill 



( 63 ) 

thall be included in the friendlhip and' 
brotherhood, now concluded or renewed. 

After this ceremony is over, and a further 

gratification of bread, prunes, &c. is pre

fented, the leader makes a fpeech, gene

rally to the following purport: 

" You told me Ia£1: year to bring many 
U Indians to trade, which I promifed to 

" do; you fee I have not lied; here are a 

" great many young men come" ith me ; 

f( ufe them kindly, I fay; let them trade' 

good goods; let them trade good goods, 

U I fay! We lived hard lafl: winter and 

" hungry, the powder being fhort mea[ure 
" and bad; . being lhort meafure and bad, 

" I fay I Tell your fervants to fill the 
" meafure, and not to put their thumbs 

" within the brim; take pity on us, take 
" pity on us, I fay! We paddle a long way 

" to fee you; we love the Englifh. Let 

" us trade good black tobacco, moiil: and 

" hard twiil:ed; let us fee it before it is 

"opened. Take pity on us; take pity on 
" us, I fay I The gun~ are bad, let us, 

t( trade 
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(l trade light gOB-S, {mall in the hand, and 

" well ihaped, with locks that will not 
" freeze in the winter, and red gun cafes. 

" Let the young men have more than 
" meafure of tobacco; cheap kettles, thick; 
" and high. Give us good meafure of 
" cloth; let us fee the old meafure; do 
H you mind me? The young men loves 
" you, by coming fo far to fee you; take. 
" pity, take pity, I fay; and give them 
" good goods; they like to drefs and be 
"fine. Do you underfiand me ?". 

As foon as the Captain has finialed his 
fpeech, he, with his followers, proceed to 
look at the guns and tobacco; the former 
they examine with the moll: minute atten
tiof.}. \\Then this is over they trade their 
furs promifcuouOy; th,e leader being fo fat. 
jndulged, as to be admitted into the trading
room all the time, if he defires it. 

The principal things neceIrary for the {up
port of an Indian and his family, and which 
they ufually tra.de for, are the following: a 

iun, a hatchet, an ice chizd, Brazil tobacc;o; 

knive" 
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knives, files, flints, powder and {hot, I.' 

powder horn, a bayonet, a kett1e~· cloth, 
beads, and the like. 

A concife Account of the TRADE to 
HUDSON'S B~y, with the Method pur
.rued by the COMPANY in carrying it on. 

THE fidl: adventurers procured a charter 
from King Charles the Second, for an ex
clufive trade to thefe countries, which is 
dated May 2, ) 67q. Prince Rupert was 
their firft Governor; the Duke of Al be
marIe, Lord Craven, Lord Arlington, and 
feveral other noble perfonages, conil:ituted 
the fidl: committee. The tenor of this 
charter is as full, ample, and somprehen
five, as words can well make it; and, as 
if they fufpeCl:ed the intrufion of fome ad
venturers on their territories, to participate 
in this vahiabl~ trade, the moil: fevere pe
nalties, with forfeiture of property, are 
laid on all thofe, who {hall haunt, fre
quent, or trade upon their coafrs; how 

E far 
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far their fucceffors have been entitled to. 
there exc1ullve immunities, or how far 
their confined manner of carrying on the, 
trade has proved beneficial to the country, 
I ihall endeavour to point out; humbly fub
mittino- the obfervations I fhall make, to 

b 

the candour and impartiality of my readers. 

The fidl: traders to thefe parts aCted upon 
principles much more laudable and benevo
lent, than their .fuccetTors feem to have 
been actuated by. From feveral letters 
which I have read of aR. early date, they ap ... 
pear to have had the good of the country at 
heart; and to have endeavoured by every 
equitable means--, to render their commerce 
profitable to the mother country. Their 
infiruaions to their fattors were full of 
fentiments of Chrifiianity, and contained· 
direCtions for their ufing every means in 
their power, to reclaim the uncivilized In
dians from a flate of barbarifm, and.to in
culcate in their rude minds the humane 
precepts of the gofpe!. They were at the 
fame time admoniilied to trade with them 
e.guitably, and to take no advantage of 

their 



their native fimplicity. They were further 
infiruCted to explore the country, and 'to 
reap fuch benefit from the foil and produce 

,thereof, as might redound to the intereft 
of the Englifh nation, as well as contri

bute to their own emolument. And !amy, 
they were directed to be particularly care
ful in feeing that the European fervants 
behaved orderly, and lived in fobrietyand 
temperance, obferving a proper veneration 
for the fervice of God, which was ordered 
to be collectively performed at every feafon. 
able opportunity. 

Thefe were injunCtions worthy the ex
alted itations and rank in life of thofe 
who had the firfi direction of the affairs of 
the Company; and reflected much honour 
on their characters, as men and chrifiians : 
and had thefe praife-worthy efiabli!hments 
been adhered to, the country granted them 
might at this day have been an ornament to 
the fiate, and a gem in the imperial dia
dem.-But mark the contrafi. 

Inl1:ead 
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Infiead of encouraging the trade, by a 
mild, equitable, and engaging deportment 

towards the natives ;-infiead of ingratiat
ing themfelves by affability and condefcen
fion with a harmlefs people, they ufe them 
with undeferved rigour, caufing them fre:
quently to be beat and mal-treated, although 
they have come fome hundreds of miles 
in order to barter their [kins, and procure 
a few necelfaries to guard againft the feve
rity of the approaching winter: and this 
is one reafon why the trade of York Fort, 
has fo materially declined of late years; 
the decreafe has chiefly arifen from the 
cruel treatment the Indians generally re
ceive from the Factors. 

I reGded feven years under one of the 
Governors of that fettlement, during which 
time, I can with the greateft truth de
clare, that the trade yearly decreafed, and 
that entirely through his repeated bad treat
ment of the Indians. At a time when the 
inhabitants of this part of America are 
annually diminilhing, froll) the exceffive 
ufe of fpirituous liquors, and the difiempers 

incident 



incident to the climate i-at a time when 
they have near them, as rivals in the trade, 
more indufirious and fuccefsful adventurers, 
(I mean the Canadian traders;) it certainly 

would be more commendable and politic 
in the Company's fervants, to endeavour 
to gain the affetlions of the Indians, by 
every exertion in their power; more efpe
cially by condefcenfion, by fair dealing, 
and by cultivating reciprocal amity between 
the Company and all the nations they trade 
with. Another reafon why the Company's 
trade is fo very infignificant, is a tot~~l want 
of fpirit in themfelves, to pulh it on with 
that vigour the importance of the conteil: 
deferves. The· merchants from Canada 
have been heard to acknowledge, that were 
~he Hudfon's Bay Company to profecute 
their inland trade in a fpirited manner, they 
mull be foon obliged to give up all thoughts 
of penetrating into the country; as from 
the vicinity of the Company's fafrories to 
the inland parts, they can afford to under-

I fel them in every branch. 

E 3 To 
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To explain this emulation between the 

Company and the Canadian traders, it will 
be necelfary to· go back a few years, anq 

review the fiate of the Company in the 
year 1773. About that time the Canadiaq 
traders from Montreal, actuated by a laud .. 
able fpirit of indufiry and adventure, anq 
experiencing the pecuniary advantages that 
refulted from their exertions, had becom~ 
fo numerous and indefatigable at the head 
of the rivers which l~ad to the Company's 
fettlements, that the trade of the' latter 
was in a great meafure cut off from its 
nfual channel. The Indians being fupplied 
with every thing they could willi for at 
their own doors, had no longer occafion, 
as they hitherto had done, to build canoes~ 
and paddle feveral hundred miles~ for thtf 
fake of cultivating a commeq::e with Euro
peans ; in which peregrination they were 
frequently expofed to much qanger from 
hunger.; fo much fo, that at one time, 
[even canoes of upland Indians perilhed oq 
their re~urn to th~ir own country. 

Ever 



( 71 ) 

Ever fince the above period, the Ca
nadian adventurers have annually increafed 
in the upland country, much to their own 
emolument, and the great lofs of the Com
pany; who, it may be faid, are fleeping 

. at the edge of the fea, without fpirit, and 
without vigour or inclination to alfert that 
right, which their exclufive charter, ac
cording to their own account, entitles 
them to. 

It is true, they have at this time a f~w 
eftablifhments in the interior country; but 
thefe are carried on in fuch a languid man
ner, . that their exertions have hitherto 
proved inadequate to the purp~fe of fup
planting their opponents. Though the 
f~a:ors on this employ repeatedly urged the 
abfolute neceffity of allowing the fer
vants inland, an additional fiipend, it was 
not till the year .1782, that they could be 
prevailed upon to give them fifteen pounds 
per annum; while the Canadian merchants 
gave their labouring hands from thirty to 
forty pounds per year. This ill-timed 
.ra~fimony, is in the higheft ,degree impo ... 

~ ~ litic j 
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litic; for they are obliged to leave a con
fiderable quantity of furs inland every year, 
for want of men to navigate the canoes; 
and as thefe {kins are m llch accumulated 
by the next year's trade, they have always 
furs to a very conGderable amount, dead· 
and unprofitable on their hands. 

In the next place, their employing In
dians for this purpofe, he1 ps to compleat 
the meafure of their ftupidity; for, after 
the natives have traded their furs, they are 
paid to the value of twelve beaver frins 
for every bundle taken down to the Fac
tory, and the fame for every bundle of 
goods brought back. In this manner are 
they employed for near fix months in the 
year, and thereby prevented from attend
ing to their hunting excurfions; in which, 
during the time they are thus engaged, 
they might have collected a good quantity 
of furs. This is not all ;---as they {uppofe 
the Company cannot do without them, 
they fet a great value on their fervices, and 

omit no opportunity of letting the faCtors 

know~ 
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know, that they are able to form a proper 
eftimate of their confequence. 

To obviate thefe difficulties, the trader~ 

from Montreal employ all Canadian fer
vants, who are in every refpect better adapt
ed for the fervice than the indolent Indians •. 

The Company fignify to their FaCtors, 

that they have an indifputable r;6ht tn all 
the territories about Hudfon's Bay not 
only including the Straits and Bay, w:th aU 
the rivers, inlets, &c. therein. hut likewife 
to all the countries, lakes, &c indefinitely 
to the weft ward, explored and une\ plored. 
They therefore fiigm~,tiz~ the Canadian 
merchants with the infulting epithets of 
pedlars, thieves, ar;.d interlopers j though 
the quantity of furs import~d by themfdves 
bears no comparifon to thofe fent from Ca
nada. If this unboundtd claim, to \vhich 
they pretend, be foundtdypon juftice. why, 
in the name of equity, do they not aiTert 
thefe pretenfions by a proper applic;.;tion to 

Parliament to remove the induihious ped

lars, whom they would feem to look upon 
with 
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with fuch ineffable contempt, and Frevent 
their any IOd'cer encmaching on their ter-

b , 

ritr&lries; but the {hock they received from 
the parliamentary application of the pa

triotic Mr. Dobbs) in the year 1749, 
has o-iven them a difiafte to parliamentary 

b . 

irlqUlfles. They know the weaknefs of 
their claim, and the inftability of their pre
tenuons; it is therefore their interefi: to 
hide from an inquifitive and deluded nation, 
every inveiligation which might tend to 
bring to light the futility of their proceed

lnSS. 

If t:1e Canadian traders can adduce any 
profit to themfelves by profecuting this 
jnbnd bufinefs, v,'hat are not the Hudfon'i 
Eay Company enabled to do, with every 
~dvantage on their fide? The former pay 

their fervan ts four times the falary which 
the latter do; the difficulties and dangers 

they have to encounter are much greater; 
the diftance from Montreal to the interior 
country is immenfe; fo that when put in 
competition with the advantages and con
veniences of the Hudfon's Bay Company, 
they will not admit of the flighteft com .. 

parifon~ 
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parifon. The goods which the htter lanel 

in the country in Auguli, are realiz~d in 

London the enfuing autumn; where'1~ the 
Can~dian merchants are always tv,.:o years iil 

advance; the goods which are fent from 

Montreal in May, making no returns in 
tht.; London market till two years aftq~ 

wards. 

-' Notwithfianding they have fo many ob"'1 

fiacles to furrnoullt, the following account 
of the furs imported from Canada in 1782 
will {hew of what value this trade is to 

the nation, and the indefatigable indufiry 
of thofe who carry it on. According to 

the Rudfon's Bay Company's method of 
bringing all kinds of furs into beaver, 'the 

~otal amuunt of the ikins imported, by 
~his valuation is 28 1,493, which fold [or 

127,4231. 7s. Sd. By this calculation it 
appears, that the Hudfon's Bay Company 
do not import, from all their lettlements, 

fo many furs in fOl;1r years, as thefe poor 
tedlars do in one~ 

In 
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In the courfe of the inquiry in 1749, it 
appeared by papers laid by the Company 
before the Honourable Houfe of Commons, 
that their original flock had been from 
time to time augmented, as underneath. 

c· 
1676. oa. 16. It appeared by their books that 

their flock then was 10,500 

J 690' Sept. The fame being trebled, is 3 1,500 

1720. Aug. 29. Their flock being again trebled, is 94,5°0 

A fubfcription was then taken at 10 per cent. 
amounting to 3,150 

Dec. 23. which being doubled, is 6,300 

--

'A LIST 
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.it LIST of the PROPRIETORS oj STOCK. 

at that Time. 

The KING'S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY. 

Dame Mary Ab~ler 

Mrs. Sarah Alhrt.rll: 
Mrs. Sarah Ainf~orth 
Mr. Thomas AIl:I~y 
Mr. James Afton 
Mrs. Charlotte Batt 

Mrs. Ormond Beavoir 

Mr. Samuel Bennet 

Dr. William BerrYIJIan 
Charles Berryman 
William Gould 

Mary HuMon 
Mrs. Hermanus Berens 

Henry Robert Boyleader 
Mrs. Sarah Bearcliffe 
Edward Beumaby, Efqj 

Rev. Daniel Beumaby 
Mrs. Hannah Briftow 

Mr. Thomas Hill 

Mr. Peter Hudfon 

Sir Edward Hulfe, Bart. 

Samuel Jones, Efq; 

Captain John Jacobs 

Thomas Knapp. Efq; 

Sir Atwell Lake, Bart. 
William Elderton 

Bybye Lake, Efq; 
Mr. William L~apidge 

Mr. John Loton 

Mr. John Perry 

Mr. George Love 

Mr. John Anthony Merle 
John Merry, Efq; 
Robert Merry, Elq; 
Mr. Robert Manning 
Mrs. Mary Butterfield 

Alexander Campbell, Efq; 
John Carew, Erq; 

Mrs. Elizabeth Carew 

Mr. Edmund Chilhule 

Mr. John Collet 

HenryCorneys, Efq; 

Cooper Speeke, Erg; 
George Speeke, Erq; 
Mr. Abraham Crop 

Rev. Mr. John Dalton 
Richard Dalton 
John Dalton 

Mr. 



Mr. William Elerton 

Peter Elers~ Erq; 
Mr. Thomas Elerton 

George Elers, Erq; ~ 

Mr. Iraac Franks 

Mr. Francis GoiUing 
Charles Gol1:ling, Erq; 

Mr. James Gould 
Air. Nathaniel Gyles 
Mr. Henry Hall 
Sir Thomas Hankey, Kilt. 

Mr. Samuel Herring 
Mr. Francis Snell • 

Henry Sperling, Erq; 

Richard Spooner, Erq; 
Mr. John Stanionder 
l\1r. Henry Sy kes 
Thomas Thorpe, Erq; 
Mark Hurl1:on, Erg; 
Mr. Lodowick Mansfield 
Mr:. Ann MitcheII 
Mr. Benjamin Mitchell 
Mrs. Jane Parker 
Mr. John Pitt 
Rev. Mr. John Perry 

!'-'1rs. Mary Perry 
Mrs. Elizabeth Pert 

Mrs. Ann Pery 

Mr. John Pery 
Mr. Samuel Herring 

Mr. John Prickard 
Samuel Pitt, Efq; 

Mr. William Pollon 

Mr. Thomas Reynard 

Dr. Henry Rayner 
Samuel Remnant, Erq; 

Mr. ltowland Rogers 

Mr. Daniel Rolfe 
Mr. Nathaniel Saunderfol1 
Mr. Albert Shafter 

Mr. John Shaw 
Ca ptain James \Vinter 
Mr. James Watts 

Mr. William Towet 
Mrs. Mary Ward 

Mr. George Wegg 
Samuel Wegg, Erg; 

George Wegg. Efqj 

Mr. Joreph Winter. 
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An A:count if the HUDSON'S BAY C9MPANY'S Exp9rts 0/ 
<J1'adillg Goods, and Charges attending carrying Oil tbeir 
Trade, and maintaining tbe FaCiories for Ten Years. 

Trading Goods only. FaClories, &c. 

Anno £. s. ti. Anno £. s. tI. 
1739 3477 8 S 1739 12,24) 14 9 
li40° 4052 14 5 1740 13,346 9 3 
1741 4028 8 3 1741 11.757 10 6 
1742 3618 15 II 1742 12.084- 3 0 
1743 3613 13 0 17+3 J2,77 2 0 S 
1744 415'2 16 11 1744 20,201 13 II 
17+5 3810 5 Z J 74> 21,7 n 0 5 
J74e 339° 8 5 1746 19.360 J 1 4 
J747 3 J43 18 4 1747 16.b09 13 4 
1748 3-453 2 '1 1748 17.35 2 4 10 --

36,74 1 II 5 FaCloryCh. 157,43 z q. 4-
Tra.Goods 36, 7 ~-, II 5 

194.'74 5 9 

Com. ann. '9.4 17 8 6 ---

Amount of the Company's Exports for Ten Years. 

£. s, d. 
1739 4(;94- 5 10 
'740 56 30 10 I [ 

J74[ 56z2 I I 4-
174z 4007 0 0 
J743 4894 II 1 I 
1744 673 6 0 

~ 1745 5462 19 
1746 543 1 7 II 
1747 45 81 8 7 

, JliS 5102 12 3 

52 .463 9 0 
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If thefe accounts are faithful, and we are 
not to {uppo{e a fet of gentlemen would at
tempt to impofe a fallacy on that auguft 
AiTembly, the dividends of the Hudfon's 
Bay Company muft have been very [mall 

indeed; as will appear from the following 

recapitulation of expences, &c. from 1739 

to 1748 incluf1ve. 

£. s. ". 
Charges of Shipping, FaCtories, Servants} 

Wage., &c. in ten years _ 157,+3 2 If ... 
Exports iII!. that time S::,463 9 0 

Total Expences 209,896 3 4-
AmountofthefeveralSales 273,54218 8 

Clear Profits from the Trade in Ten Years 63,646 15 4-

Divi~ends in One Year among 100 Pro-l. 6,364 13 6 
ilw;tors - - J 

F or each Proprietor 63 12 1 I 

----

If then they could not afford to divide 
more than this, in the very zenith of their 
profperity, how inconf1derable muft their 
gains have been of late years, fince the 
Canadian traders have penetrated the interior 
country! Their expenees have increafed in a 
threefold proportion, and their importations 

have 
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have decreaied at leafl: one third fince the 
above period • 

. By way of elucidating this affertion, I 
fuall juft ftate the difference of maintaining 
York Fort at prefent, and the expences at
tending the fame at the time the above en
quiry took place. 

York Fort at this time has fout fubordi .. 
nate fettlements; at which fettlements, c~n
jointly, the Company allow lob fervants; 
whofe wages amount to about 18601. per 
annum; befides a floop of 60 tons, that 
makes a voyage once a year bctweeh York 
Fort and Severn FaClories. To difcharge 
thefe expences, they receive upon an average 

I 

from them all about 25000 fkins. In the 
year 174-8, the complement 'of men at that 
fettlement was no more than twenty-five, 
whofe wages ainounted to 4701. per annum, 
and the trade then flood at 30,000 fkins 
one year with another. The other efiablilh
ments which the Company maintain in the 
Bay, have futfered the like proportional 

F change; 
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change, all decreafing in trade, and bearing. 
additional incumbrances. 

It mull be obferved, that the calcula
tions in the annexed Table, with many 
others, were compulfively produced be
fore the Houfe of Commons. It is not 
the inclination of the Company, that the 
minuteft matter relating to their trade 
fhould be expofed to public view. They 
do not even allow their faCtors to know 
w ha t the furs fell for in London, for fear 
that inquifitivenefs, to which mankind are 
prone, fuould lead them to fpeculate, and 
draw inferences on matters which the lords 
of the foil deem their own feparate prero
gative. But the ftation I was in while I 
refided in the Bay, enabled me to know for 
a certainty, that the quantity of furs im
ported of late years has fallen very iliort of 
their former imports; though it is allowed 
the) fell better now than at a prior period. 

_ As it was the ardent wifh of Arthur 
Dobbs, Efq. and his friends, by infiituting 
this parliamentary inquiry, to lay the tracile 
open to the nation at large'j fo it was equally 

the 



K inds of Skins, &c. 

------
Beaver Skins 

M ,rtins 

Ot: ,rs 

Cats 

F oxos 

\ Voh'crins 

TI ea rs 

W olves 

Woodfhocks 

E lk> 

Dee r 

lled-feathers 

Caltorum 

h ory 

Whale fins 

M inks 
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A N ACCOUNT 

O FT H E 

IMPORTS OR SALES OF THE HUDSON' s BAY CO MPANY F OR TEN YEA RS. 

From Michaelmas 
1738 to 1739 ' 

To M ichaelmas 
1740• 

To M och.elmas 
174 1• 

To Michaelmas 
1742 • 

To M ichaelmas 
1743 · 

-------- -------- ---- ----- -------
, . d. I. d. 

69911 "15 st p.1k 699 1I 015 8 p.1k 

15' 96 6 5 do. 12485 6 6 do. 

35 5 7 7 do. 83 1 5 5! do. 

10 11 I S 2 d~ . 900 8 lI t do. 

234 10 zi do. 573 6 7t do. 

S 53 6 I ;:> do. 784 6 lOt du. 

266 12 10;f uo. 387 14 II! do. 

45+ 9 Ie! do. 641.]2 3 do. 

51 8 0 do. 27 8 0 do. 

76 7 0 do. 111 8 0 do. 

14 2 II do. 

798 1 5 ?!b. 

2 1 6 I do. 

40. 0 6,£ do. 
207 " 9f do . 

-------

I i O 2 7t do . 

3485 ~ 4i p· lb 

110 9 7f do. 

518 :2. S do' 

s. d. s. d. s. d. 
58664015 i!P.1k 471 69015 st p·1k 6+954 01 5 3 p.rK 

[8679 6 4 do. 158S6 5 8i do. u5 55 5 9 do 

6.8 5 5 do. 5=9 S 6i dJ . 834 7 8~ do. 

743 20 8f do · 992 1 I 2 do. 1273 10 l et do. 

512 7 sf do. 4[9 8 11 1 Jo. 3[2 7 7f dJ. 

872 7 0 do. 685 5 9t do. 71 9 5 S! do. 

340 16 l e i d~ 359 13 sf do. 30 1 16 8i do. 

771 [3 6f do. 630 12 7! do . 97 3 17 91 do. 

49 8 :2. do. 48 3 I do. 50 I I 0 do. 

35 7 0 do. 439 6 I do. 1,8 6 1 do. 

z 66 2 2 do. 637 2 3i do. 980 :2. c! do. 

2395 1 'ip. lb 2903 I oi; p. ib 2331 I o p. lb . 

170 13 2{ do. 164 11 3 do; 161 11 If do. 

--- ----- ~----.-- - - --
630 J I O! dJ. 149 I II ! do. 679 I 11 do 

----- 43 1. 0 p.n, 18 2 S p.1k 

To Michaelmas 
1744· 

To M ichaelmas 
174 5' 

T o M ichaelmas 
1746• 

T o M ichac1mas 
1747· 

s. d. , . d. , . d. s. d. 
61350 015 7;h . !l:. 53506 01 6 6fp. !k 55 27.ct S - 4tP·1k 395051117 10!p. 1k 

14906 6 3t dJ . 1899:2. 5 11 do. 186'7 5 3! do. 10 574 5 I! do. 

596 IJ 6 do. 903 13 0 do. 1003 10 0 d o. 85+ 0 9i do. 

Ill8 15 9 do. 1403 15 8! do. 14 '0 13 4 dJ. 1399 12 Ii do. 

443 11 51 do. 563 10 6t do. 632 8 sf do. 380 II 7t do. 

77 5 5 li t no. 760 6 7i do, 874 S II! d,. 843 6 5t dJ . 

335 23 6 do . 381 24 I do. 357 26 7 '~ do. 300 19 3t do . 

ISSS 18 III do. 761]6 6§ do. 1060 14 8 do. 1602 9 o;f dJ. 

43 11 :2. do. 131 10 !5 do. 73 12 0 d ~ . 36 10 0 do. 

] 30 6 I do. :2.0 7 6 ,hl. 59 II 7 d) . 29 8 0 d~. 

440 :2. 11;f do. 26 ( 3 5 do. 320 4 9 do. 267 4 2 do. 

3208 I J!p.lb 384 5 I I p. lb 3240 , I i.,. lb 5433 I otp. lb 

152 10 4! do . 279 9 lIt do. 295 7 31 do. 300 1 I do. - --- ---_.--
496 2 of do. 302 I 4! do. 303 :2. 2 p. !k '3[4 2 3 p. 1k 

q 3 0 'P. lk 2 3 6 <k>' 14 .. 8 01 0 . 

T o MiChaelmU

I - 1748. 
------

, . d. 
52716 ot 7 6 p.n, 

84'3 5 6 8 do . 

1445 9 7t dJ 

1 199 10 10 * d" 

5-:'7 8 [ ~ UJ. 

977 5 0 do. 

37 f 22 7 do. 
1663 9 6~ d) . 

3? 10 7 uo. 

50 6 7 do. 

105 :2. 3 do. 

5 38 1 2 1' . 1:, 

3 8 6 zi <l o. 

226 :2. c{? Ike 

Whale Oil and Blubber . 
--~-

5 :2. 4 p.1k 9 3 3 p.1k 33 3 1 do. 
------.. ' - I t .)n a f lS1. 35. 5 tJns 141• 8.. 3 tons 101 . I S. 

Er:nins 

R accoons 

Squirril 

Wecfuc kapuka 

Deer Ski ns 

G oofe ~ilis 

}, ufquafh 

BlJger 

-----....--
---_.- --------

----
--~ - --~--

~---

----
17 I 5 p.n, ------

5 2 2 p. 1k 4 2 8 p.rl< 

IO h ~ s . 0 4! do. 4lh. 2 4 p.lb 

Sib. 0 2! do . 

----- ----
5 3 4 p. Po< 6 2 8 p.1k 6 I I l' .fk 6 2 0 p . ~ 

127 0 4t do. 2070 0 :! do. 540 20 6 all . 500:2.1 6 aU. 

8 0 9 do. ---- -- 30 0 6t ". lb -- -----

4:0 0 2i do. --- ---- ------ -
9200 ' 7 0 M· [8900 I S 6 ]\f . 12000 180M. 

----- ----- -------

26 I 7 p.1k 

43000 r 5 o · M. 

268 0 9t ,rK 
------- ----- ------ ------- -------- --- ---- 80 I I do. 

-------- ------ - ------ - ------- -------
263e+ 19 - 7-1 29 ,7;:;;- -3 -30,27 9 16 6 2S,8 77 17 1 
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the ddire of the Company fiill to enjoy thore 
prohts, by which" they had benefited them
{elves for fo many years. To accomplilh 
thiS' flattering end, they left no fione un
turned, no evidence unproduced, which 
might tend to confirm them in this mono .. 
poly. Accordingly, the tefiimony of feveral 
witneff'es waR not admitted, there being 
r.eafon to believe that they had been tam
pel·f.d wIth by the Company. It is not then 
to be fuppofed, that any papers were laid 
before the Committee of the Houfe of Com
mons, but fuch as helped to fupport thefe 
pretenfions, invalidate the tefiimony of their 
opponents, and fcreen from the infpeCtion 
of the people the evil of their proceedings, 
as a commercial Company. 

To exhibit at one view a fiate of their 
feveral ell:ablilhments in the Bay at prefent; 
I fubjoin the following table. 

Trad~ ~n Indian I Ships con- 'Sloo?s in the No; or 
La~.N. Long.W. Averdge. Settlem ligncd tao Country. Servo 

------- --/hip tOil' fuip tons-

Churchill 59 09+ 3c 10,00e lofz5c iO[7 0 25 
York Fort '} 57 Ie 93 oc J 25 000 4- llO[25_} lofiio [00 
Severn Houfe 56 1288 57' S 
Albany Fort, 52 18 ~5 18 5,600 2 l 50 
MoofeFort 1)1 zS 33 15 1 7,000 2 IofzEo 10[70 +0 

Eaftlllaih 53 2478 )t f ,of,:o 21) --_._---- ........ 
3--780 4- j70 240 
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A Standard of Trade, by which the Go
vernor, or FaCtor, is ordered by the Com
pany to trade with the natives. N.B. This 
is intended to keep up the appearance of 
a regular fettled plan o( trade; but though 
this farce may be played off to thofe who 
have not had the opportunities of knowing 
the deception, it will not have that effed: 
upon a perfon who has acted for them ali 
trader, and made up their account books. 

beav. belY. 
Glafs beads lb. • as z Orrice lace yd. If-aSl 
China ditto 6 Rings braf» No. 3 • 
Kettles brafs I. . It Files I I 
Coar[e cloth yd. I 3 Tobacco boxes I I 
Blankets No. I 7 Awl blades 8 I 
Tobacco Brazil lb. ~ 1 Boxes barrel 3 I 
Ditto leaf Hawks bells pro lZ I 
Ditto Eng. roll Sword blades No. I r 
Shirts check No. I z Ice chiffels I I 
Ditto white z Gun werms 4- I 
Stockings yarn pro I z Hats coarfe I 4-
Powder lb. I Trunks fmail leather I 4-Shot 4- Needles u I 
Duffels yd. I :z Hatchet I I 
Knives No. 4- 1 Brandy ~all. • + Guns I 14- Medals No. IZ I 
Combs I 1 Thimbles 6 I 
Flints .6 Collars brafs I 2 
Vermilion lb. I 16 Fire fteels 3 I 
Piftols No. I 7 Razors ~ I 
Sm. burning glaffes 1 Thread lb. I & 
Gartering yd. 11 I 
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Notwithfianding this pretended Standard 

is in itfelf fufficiently hard upon the Indians, 
and difcouraging _to the tra~e, yet the Fac
tors, and the Company, in conjunction, do 
not think it fo; for out of this a pernicious 
overplus trade mufi he raifed; which, as 
Mr. !t0hfon jufily obferves, is big with ini
quity, and lhiking at the very root of their 
trade as a chartered Company. It is in
tended to augment the emoluments of the 
Governor, at the expence of jufiice and com
mon honelly. It opprefTes the Indian, who 
lives a mofi wretched life, and encounters 
a variety of difficulties, cold, hunger, and 
fatigue, to procure a few necefTaries for 
himfelf and indigent family. 

This Overplus trade, as it is called, is 
carried on in the following manner; for in- ! 
• J 

fiance; fuppofe an Indian would trade db. 
of glafs beads, it is fet down in the fiand
at 2 beaver ikins; but the confcientjous 
trader will demand 3, or perhaps 4- beaver 
ikins for it; if the Indian alks for a blanket 
he muil: pay 8 beavers j and if he would 
pUl-chafe a gallon of brandy, he muft give 

after 
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after the'rate of 8 beaver {kins for it, as it 
is always' one half, and fometimes two 
thirds water. The confequence of this 
griping way of trade is in the end very hurt
ful to themfe1ves, as the Canadians, in the 
interior country, underfell them in everr 

articl~. 

If this were the only means which the 
traders purfued in dealing fo unjufily by 
the natives, fo many ingenuous and well
informed writers would not have taken up 
their pens t<;> e~pofe the Company and their 
their fervants, UPO? account of this uncc;m
fcionable profit on their goods. It is worthy 
of notice, that among all thofe who have 
written on the fubjea~ not one has at
tempted to vindicate the Company from th~ 
numerous a,nd jufi com,plaints, which hav~, 

,from time to time been alledged againO: 

1hem. It wo~ld be unreafonable to f1,lppof~ 
they all are influenced by prej udice,' or 
;tCl:uated by chimerical illufions: No! th~ 

love of ~ruth, and a facred regard for thei~ 
country, ap~ears to me ~o be the onlr fo~rcC1 

fro~ 
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from whence iffue fuch repeated complaints 
of mifcoaduCt. 

It is to obferved, that the Beaver Skin , 
is the meafure by which the Company value 
every kirid of peltry, &c. in trading with 
the Indians, as will be feen by the following 
comparative valuation, which is annually 
inferted in their Account Books, but which 
IS no more adhered to than the preceding 
ftandard. 

A VALUATION, &c. 

beav. beav. 
Full grown moofe 1kin 1 as z Cats 1kin 1 as z 
Cub ditto 1 Otter old parchment I 

} 

Old bears 3 Ditto cub and dreft z I 

~ub ditto I Martins prime ~ 

P~xes black I + Ditto ordinary 3 [ 

Ditto grey 3 Deer buck I 

Ditto white 2 I Ditto doe 2 

Ditto red I Mufquafh 6 
Ditto brown 2 I Goofe feathers lb. 10 I 
Wolf I 2 Ditto quills No. 200 0 I 
Wolverins J 2 Callorum lb. z • 

F4 Here 
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Here again the faCtor has an ample field 
to outdo the natives in cunning, and to ex~ 

hibit an unprincipled propenfity to atigmen~ 
his own private and perfon~l emolument, 
For inftance, a quart of brandy by the Com.., 
pallY's ftandard, lhould be val qed at one beaver 
1kin, but by being one half water, the,pric~ 
is made two beaver ikins, which is equal in 
trade to a wolf, wolverin, or t;::at !kin; but 
the trader will inform the Indian, that each 
of thefe ikins is but of th~ fame value as one 
beaver; fo that after he has gained one beav~f 
by the iniquitous adulteration, he gains ano~ 
ther in the fame article by trading it for any 
:lkin that is valued at one more than th~ 
beaver :lkin. 

The fame unfair dealing is pratl-ifed 
throughout every branch of the trade, fo 
that it would be fuperfluous to produce other 
examples. Let it fuffice to flate the value 
of a gallon of Epgli£4 fpirits in London, 
and the return it make~ at the fame market. 
The Company pay at the rate of zod. a gal
lon i this, according to the foregoing man~ 
ner of trading, produces eight beaver {kins, 

weighing 



weighing about Iolb. which, at the medium 

of 12S. per lb. amounts to 61. fterling ;-a very 

confiderable profit truly on the fum of IS. 8d. 
But even this is fometimes exceeded; for 

fuppofing a gallon of brandy traded for otter 
ikins, the gains are ftill more confiderable, 
the return then will be about 81. fterling. 
A four-penny comb will barter for a bear's 
Skin, which is worth 21. 

From all which it appears, that the enor
mity of their tranfaB:ions in trade is as incon
fiftent with their charaB:ers as merchants and 
Chriftians, as it is diametrically oppofite to 
found policy. 

The Governors have a cuftom of trufting 

the natives in the fall of the year with goods 
to the amount of a certain number of beaver 
{kins, which they are to repay with furs in the 
fpring of the year, when the river ice breaks 
up. But it fometimes fo happens, that the In
dian has had bad luck in hunting; misfortunes 
by death, or other cafualties may have hap
pened to his family; or perhaps he has fal1en in 
~he way of the Canadian traders, the temptation 

of 
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of whofe fpirituous liquors he has not been 
able to reiifi, and conft:quently he had parted 
with his furs for their commodities, whiclt 
he could get much cheaper' than at the 
Company's fettlements ;-in this cafe, when 
the unfortunate Indian arrives at the Factory, 
which he is neceffitated to vifit or fl:arve) he is 
reduced to fuch poverty, that perhaps he has 
not a rag to cover his nakednefs, or the leafi: 
property to procure one neceffary article. 
Though this misfortune falls very heavy on the 
difireifed Indian, the fole exifl:ence of whofe 
family depends upon his being provided with 
llunting accoutrements, fuch was the ob
duracy of the Governor of Yor k Fort, before 
referred. to, that whenever it happened, he 
was fo far from fympathizing with the un
llappy f~vage, that he frequently not only 

upbraided but beat them mofl: cruelly. This, 
however, was ufually productive of no good 
effect; for the Indian, not infenfible to the 
injury he had received, went away buraing 
with revenge, and ready to retaliate, w hen
ever it might be in his power. 

In confe<Juence of this tyrannical ufage, 
the trade gradually fell off, where the 

above 
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above perfon relided, and through his mifcon .. 

duCt, the intereil: of his mafters, has been 

much injured; the Indians taking their furs to 

other fettlements. Upon thefe occafions, by 

far th~ greater part of them reforted to the 

Canadians trading inland, by which means 
the trade was diverted to another channd, and 

the oppreffer as well as the Company paid 
dear for his unfeafonable flights of paffion. , . . 

The Inqiansare a free people, inhabiting a 
country of vail: extent; which country they 

fay is their own, and that we cpme to them 

for the fake of trad~. They are exceedingly 

fufceptiple of injuries r~ceived, and not very 

prone to forgivenefs; confequently this man 

. was but little ef~eenJ.ed Py the~. N or was 

be more refpeCt~d by thofe who were fo 

unfortunate as to ferve under him. His 
difpolition was vindiCtive and unfociable, to 

~lle lail: degree. Engliih as well as Indians 

felt the weight of his oppreffivc temper, 

Which diffufed its corroding effect to every 

9bjeCt. Domeftic happinefs was a ftranger 
fO his l~b~(:,~nd his mefm~~es llved a moft 

llnhappy 
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unhappy life, under the rod of this unre .. 
Jenting tafk-mafi:er. 

Another fevere fi:roke which the Com
pany has lately fufi:ained, will be an infuper .. 
able bar to their riling to their former prof
perity, for many years to come, were thEre 
no other obfiac1e in the way; I mean the 
ravages which the fmall-pox has made among 
the Indians. That epidemical and raging 
diforder has [pread an almofi: univerfal mor
tality throughout the country in the interior 
parts of Hud1on's Bay, extending its defrruc-. 
tive effects through every tribe and natiqn, 
fparing peither age nor [ex. It is fuppo[ed 
that it was introduced among them by fom~' 
or their war parties during the [ummer of 
J 78 I; and by the fall of the year 1782, i~ 
had diffufed itfelf to every known part of the 
country. 

The difl:reffes of the Indians by this vifita"'! 
tion have been truly deplorable, and demand the 
tribute of pity from every humane per[on~ 
As the [mall-pox had never before been 
among them, and they were utter flrangers 
'0 the malignity of its infectious property, 

they 
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they at firfi imagined it to be no more than :i 
fimple breaking out on the {kin which would 
difappear of itfelf; but it was not long befora 
they had every remon to entertain veryalarm
ing apprehenfions. N umbers began to die 
on every fide; the infetl:ion fpread rapidly; 
and hundreds lay expiring together without 

'affifiance, without courage, or the leafi: glim-:
mering hopes of recovery; for when an In
dian finds himfelf fick, he refigns himfelf up 
to a fiate of infenfible ftupefaCtion, which 
hinders him from ufing even th:::>fe means 
that may be in his power, towards removing 
the caufe of his malady. 

And as the uncertainty of a favage life is' 
fuch, that perhaps he may be one day exult
ing in the midft of plenty, and the next day 
pining under the diftrefs of penury and want; 
to add to their afHitl:ion, they were now de
prived of all manner of fupport. 

Without the leafi medicinal help, or that 
common aid which their cafe demanded, a prey 
to hunger and difeafe, thefe forlorn Indians 
lay in their tents expiring, under the accumu
lated weight of every fcourge which human 

nature 
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nature can experience. Wolves and othet 
wild beall: infefted and entered their habita~ 
tions, and dragged them out, while life yet 
remained, to devour their miferable morbid' 
carcafcs; even their faithful dogs, worn out 

with hUl1ger, joined the ferocious wolves in 
this unnatural depredation. Heads, I€gs and 
arms, lay indifcriminately fcattcred abou(, as 
food for the birds of the air and the beafts of 
the mountains: and as none were buried, the 
Very air became infeB:ious, and tended to waft 
about the baneful contagion. Such has been 
the fate of many of the tribes inhabiting thefe 
parts, and which has nearly terminated. iIi 
their extinction. Of courfe the trade of the 
Company muft have experienced a very con~ 
fiderable diminution. 

It is worthy of remark, that this difordet 
proved more defiruB:ive among the Indians, 
than was ever known to be the cafe among 
civilized people; by the moll: moderate cal
culation, it was computed that fcarce one in 
fifty .furvived it. But what is ftill more 
worthy of attention is, that thofe amon~' 

them 
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them who were defcended from Europeans, 
had much milder fymptoms, and generally 

recovered. 

A FEW REFLECTIONS on the COMPANY', 

'Irade, jhewing in what manner it may be 

Improved to the Advantage of the Natio,!_ 

A S I have been very unreferved in my re
marks on the Company, and reprobating their 
confined manner of carrying on their trade, 
it is but reafonable that I {bould point out 
thofe means by which it may be improved, 
either to the advantage of the community at 
large, or for the more confined emolument of 
the prefent poifeffors. 

I own it may appear prefumptuous in me, 
were I to pretend to dictate to a fet of gen
tlemen, who, by having this bufinefs imme
diately under their care, know, or at leafi: 
ought to know, every fouree from whenO@ a 
profit is to be drawn, or emolument raifed, in 
the extenfive country to whieh they claim a 

. right. 
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rIght. I muil however beg leave candidly 
to lay before the public fuch circumftances 

relative to the country and the trade~ as I 
know to be grounded in truth, even though 
I do not entertain the moft diftant hope of 
feeing them ever beilefited by the numerouS 
treafures which lie abforbed in this unculti~ 

vated waile. 

It will, I doubt not, feem very myfteriou9 
to the generality of people, that this country 
ihould pofTefs riches in itfelf, and the Com .. 
plny not turn them to their advantage, when: 
they alone are to reap the benefit of their 
exertions. People will naturally be led to 
conclude from their conduCt, that what 
writers have faid on this fubjeCl: is devoid of 
truth, and mere chimeras; but this is for 
want of knowing the peculiar views of the 
Company, their affection for their long fof
tered monopoly, and that fingular obfcurity 
which invelops their whole conftitution; all 
which it is the purpo[e of my prefent publi
cation to lay open. 

To unravel this afTertion which appears (0 

problematical, it will be neceffary to exhihit 

the 
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the line of condua which has been invariably 
purfued by the Company for many years 
pail:. They do not, I am well aifured, en
tertain the leaft dbubt, but if the country 
they poifefs was properly explored by perfons 
of ability, valuable difcoveries might be made; 
but this they think may be fo far from redound
ing to their intereft, that it might have a con.;. 
traryeffea, by encouraging adventurers to pe
tition for liberty to partake of thefe difco
",eries, and thereby occafion an inveftigation 
to take place; which would probably fhake 
the foundation of their charter. This is 
not all; as their Company confifts atprefent, 
but of [even per[ons; this fmall number 
wifely think, that fo long as they can fhare a 
comfortable dividend, there is no occafion 
for their embarking in additional expences, in 
order to profecute difcoveries which might 
tranfpire to the- world, and endanger the 
whole. 

Nothing is more clear to me than that thefe 
gentlemen follow their trade to H udfon' s 
Bay, without apy legal authority from the 
three eftates of the realm. The act of Par-

G liament 



liament which made them a Company jof 
feven years only, has long~ fince expired, and 
from that period it has never been renewed. 
But even fuppofing their firfi: and only charJ 
ter, granted by King Charles the Second, was 
intended to incorporate them for ever, they 
have undoubtedly forfeited every juil: prete~
lIon they could draw from thertce, by the ill 
ufe they have made of this royal favouF. 

The limits of the Bay and Straits (as before 

obferv~d) comprizea very confiderableextent; 
the foil of which, in many parts, is capable 
of much ,improvement, by agriculture and 
indufiry. The countries abound with mofli 
kinds of ~adrupeds, &c. whofe {kins arc 
of great value. The numerous inland riversl 
hke5, &c.produce filh of almoil: every fpe
cies; and in the feas in and about the 
Straits, and the Northern parts of the Bay, 
'white and black whales, fea-horfes, bearsl 
and feals, are killed in great numbers by the 
Efquimaux; whofe implements for this pur .. 
pofe are exceedingly fimple. Whatadvan~go 
might not then arife to the nation from this 
branch of the trade alone,. were it laid open! 

If 
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if abie harpoonefs were rent on this emptoy, 
with proper affifiarits, I will venture to fay, 
that greater profits would accrue from this 
filhery, than from all the peltry at prefent 
imported by the Company. The difcovery 
of numberlef~ fine harbours, and an acquaint
ance with the furrounding countrYt which 
at pre(entis entirely unknown to us, would, 
in all likelihood, be the confequence of thefe 
{eas being more frequented than they are. 

If it be objeCted to this, that the vafi: 
\ 

quantities of ice in the Straits muft impede 
a vefl'el from making difcoveries; I anfwer, 
that many years the ice is fo infignificant in 
quantity as not to obftruCl: the paffage of the 
1hips in the leafi; and in thofe feafons when 
it is thickeft, it is ditTolved and difperfed in 
the ocean long before the return of the {hips 
in September. 

, Even in the very confined manrtet in which 
the Company carryon this trade, it is far 
from being inconfiderable, though their lhips 
feldom fiop but a" very iliort time for the 

purpofe of trading with the Efquimauxj and 
G 2 it 
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it f..requently happens, that by rea[on of 
foggy or windy weather, thofe peorle are 
prevented from coming down to the ihips, 
and confequently the trade is loil for that 
year; for none of them art' feen by the 
Engli{h on their return to Europe. The 
articles \\'hich the Company receive from 
the Efquimaux are, whale-bone, feal-ikins, 
.ivory, and oil, for which they exchange darts, 
fpears, knives, and even old nails and iron 
hoops; but as oil confiitutes a principal part 
of the food of thefe favages, they arc not 
very forward in offering it to fale. 

I hope that what I have advanced On this 
fuhject, will be fufficiently convincing to 
every unprejudiced and impartial perron. 
that the Company have not made fuch efforts 
in thefe territories' for the good of the na
tion, as they were by their original Charter· 
fi.~q uired to do; and I here beg leave to repeat, 
that uninfluenced by prejudice, or actuated 
by interefied views, I have no pro[peCt but 
the good of my country, which is very 
ii:r,Gbl'y wounded by every refiraint that is 
laid en its commerce. 

Having 
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Having thus pointed out fame of the 
means by which the Trade to this ~ountry 
might be improved, I {hall proceed to con
fuler how far thofe inland regions, which 
are comprehended in the general denomina

tion of Hudfon's Bay, are llTIproveable. ,/ 

It is very well known, to thofe who have 
~ny acquaintance with this [ervice, that 
before the C~nq.dian Merchants penetrated 
into the interior parts of Hudion's Bay, the 
Company never allowed their feJvants to 
go; inland, for fear a private trade {bonld 
be carried on by them with the natives. In
deed, there was no necem ty for thefe rere
grinations, by a people, who, for ob
vious rea[ons, wi{hed to confine themftlves 
to the edge of the fea; as the Indians ufed 
annually to . come down from the interior 
country to barter their furs at the Settle
ments. But fince the Canadian I\1erchants 

have taken this fiep, the Company have been 
under the necem ty of following their ex
ample, or tamely fuffering the whole of 
the Fur Trade to fall into their hands. So 

Janguid, however, have been their efforts 

~ l hitherto 
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hitherto fer this purpofe, t4at their op., 
ponents have found no impediment arife 
from their exertions, though, as already 
obferved, th~y are obliged to tranfport the~lf 
pterchandize to a much greater d~ftance. 

When we recollect that this country has 
been in the hands of an. inc;orporateq 
Company for upwards Qf one hundreq 
and thirteen years; and compar~ the few 
difcoveries that have been made during 
that period with thof~ mad~ in other parts ~ 
-when we reflect how little we are :lC~ 

<fuainted with its foil or productions, and 
how ignQrant we are with refpect to its ca
pability of imprpvement i-when we further 
confider that no care has been taken to cul
tivate a reciprocal fdendlqip with remote 
nations of Indians; but on the contrary~ ) 
that thofe we:: are already acquaillted with 
have been vitiated by the introduction Qf 
fpirituous Hquors, and difgufted by iIl-

. uf~gei fu~h reflections naturally ex~itein the 
hofom of everyone that has the good or 
their cQuntry at heart, :l willi that fo ex'! 

tenfive and improveable a country were in 
~he PQ1f~ffion qf tho~ who would take more 

palll~ 
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pains to render it more beneficial to the 
mother country. 

The inland parts produce wild rice and 
Indian corn; and when our people have fown 

anyof the feed of thefe, it has come up as pro

mifing as in the cultivated gardens of Canada. 
The animals of this extenfive inland country 
are buffaloes in great numbers, goats, wild 
horfes, moofe, and different fpecies of deer. 
Thofe of the carnivorous kind are wolves, 
wild cats, wolverins, badgers, bears, bea

vers, otters, &c. &c. Every fort of filb, 
of the moil: delicious flavour, are likewife 
fqund in the rivers and lakes. 

\ 

The Indians, being a moil- indolent peo-
ple, and as devoid of curiofity as the Lords 
of the Soil, the country may lay unex
plored, uncultivated, and unknow~, to eter-, 
nity, without the interpofition of fome 
virtuous members of the community, who 
1hall have patriotifm enough to adopt, and 
ipfiuence fufficient to carry into execution, 
fuch plans as may'be thought mofl: advife
able for extending the trade, and thereby 

G 4 augment-
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augmenting the expenditure of the manu~ 

fadures of Great Britain. 

If we look into hifiory we lhall find, 

that finee the di[covery of this country, 

uninhabited States have grown populous, 
uncultivated regions have been made fertile, 
and colonies, unknown at that time, have 

become independent and flouriihing. But 
this country, and this country alone, feems 
neglected and forgotten; for though it has 
been known to us for upwards of a hun

dred years, it is almofr in as rude and un
improveq a frate as the forlorn and inhofpi
table climes which furround the Poles. 

With humble fubmiffion to the fuperior 
judgment of the refpeCl:able fet of Gent1cme~ 
who prefide over this country, it appears to 
me highly probable, that if they had fettled 

pofts at convenient difrances in the interior 

parts to t~e Weftward, the event would not 
only have proved very lucrative to them
felves, but to the kingdom; for it might 
have been the means of making alliances with 
powerful nations of Indians, even fo far 

acro[s 
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-acro[s the country as California; who would 

confequently at this day gratefully acknow
ledge the power and fuperiority of the BritiDl 

empire, and have made no inconfiderable ac
dition to her commerce. But it anfwers the 

fe1fiili ends of this Company to entertain dif

ferent (entiments. 

$'Jme Account of the Company's Ojjicers in tht' 

Country, as 'wei! the GoverilDrs, as inftrior 
Servants. 

The chief perfon in command at each 

Settlement is called theGovern'Jr of the Fort. 
Sometimes he has one to aCt: under him, 

who is termed The Second. Thefe, with 
the Surgeon and the mafi:er of the floop, 

confiitute a council, who are to delibemte 
together in all cafes of emergency, or on all af
fairs of importance; fuch as the reading the 

) 

Company's General Letter; inditing an an-

fwer to it; the encroachments of the Ca
nadian: traders; or the mifbehaviour of the 

iervants. In thefe Councils very little re-
gard 
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gard, however, is paid to the opinion of the 
fubordinate members, who rather willi to 
obtain the Governor's [miles-by acquiefcence, 
than roufe his re[entment by freely deliver
ing oppofite fentiments. 

The Governors are appointed for either 
three or five years, and have from fifty 
to one hundred and fifty pounds per 
year, with a premium upon the trade, 
which fluctuates according to its rife or 
fall. Thefe gentlemen generally reign as 
abfolute in their petty commands as Eaft
ern N ~l.bobs ; and the inferior [ervants are 
exceedingly diligent in cultivating their fa
\'onr, as they have it in their power to make 
the lives of thofe who are under them as 
unhappy as they pleafe; f.or it is out of any 
of the fervants power to return home 'till 
the next arrival of the {hips, and then if the 
diiTatisfied perfon infifts 4pon going, h~s 
unkind mai'l:er takes care to fend home [uch 
a character with him, as 111a11 enable the 
Company to withhold his wages; the voice 
of an inferior [ervant being but of little 
avail, when oppofed to that of the Governo,r 
and his Council. 

While 
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While I refided in the Bay, I had an op

portunity of being acquainted with many 
gentlemen in the ftation of Governors; and 

puring that time could fingle out feveral 

whofe affability and capacity merited a better 
employment. Some have I known who de
fpifed fervility and unworthy deeds; 'but 
this was only for a time, and while young 
in their ftations. A continual courfe of 
power and uncontrou]ed command has made 
them abfol~te, and impatient to the afperity 
pf contradiCtion. 

I refided l-lnder two of thefe gentlemen, 
~ach of whom had enjoyed the fuperiQr 
~ommand for about thirty years; they re

fembled each other fo much in their con
ceptions, jn their difpofitions, and in the 
general tenor of their deportment, that nature 
feemed to have cal1: them in the [arne 
mould; a prpof that aulleri ty is aifuredl y 
~cquired by a [eries of abfolut~ command. 

Mr. Robfon complains of a Govornor at 
Churchill Fort, in his time, who had a 

thoufand times rendered pimf~If u~worthy 

9f 
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of fociety. His acquaintance with them 

\Vas not, ho\vever, fo general as mine has 
been. I have known a man not only de-' 

fpifed in every part of the Bay for the inve

teracy of his difpofition, but his bad name 
had even extended acrofs the Atlantic, and' 
reached the Orkney Iflands, the place from 
whence the Company ufually hire theit fer- ' 
"ants. Here the malevolency of his dif
polition was held in fuch abhorrence, that 
thofe peo~)Ie (as remarkable for their po
verty as the honefly of their intentions) 
unanim0l.lfly refufed to vifit the unblefi: fpot 
wher~ he reiided. 

The unconquerable turbulency ofthisgen
tlem:lll's temper rendered his life a prey to, 
remor[e and corroding inquietude, which 
embittered his days, and made his time 
truly deplorable. Into;~ication was his fole 
delight; and this muft be gratifi~d even at 

the expenee of common prudence; for his 
propenfity to inebriation was fuch,. that at 
the time the French took York-Fort, hav
ing no common fpirits at hand, he appl;ed 

to the furgeon for fpirits of wine, which he 

drank 
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drank to raife his courage. A truly noble 
courage it muO; be, to require fo [e,·'ere a 
fiimu1ator. 

As the Governor above referred to rendered 
him{elf fo peculiarly hateful to all around 
him, and was befid.,s fo infirumental in re· 

ducing the Company's trade,' he having 
driven the Indians away by his bad tn:at
ment of them; I hope I {ball be excu[ed 
for adding to what I havf: already {aid on fo 

unworthy an obj~Cl: the following faa, 
which will further elucidate his charac1er, 
and conclude my animadvedions on it. 

The Company ~ngaged with a poor man 
to rerve them in their fettlementsas a Taylor, 

at eight pounds per year. It was the peculiar 
misfortune of this induftrious man, who had 
a large fr&mi1y, to be under the command of 

the above perfon; confequently his life was 
doomed to be a fcene of uninterrupted an-
1.::iety. Such was the ufage the poor man 
received, that he would not fiay his contraUed 
time out, but went home to his native coun

try. From thence he wrote to the Company, 
repre· 
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reprefenting in the moil: ~umiliating and af~ 
feCling manner, the cruel treatment he had 

received from the Bay Governor; he in

formed them, that the blows he had received 

would. be the caufe of uhhapplnefs to him 
to the lateft period of his life, as he was 
thereby unable to get a livelihood at his bu .. 
finefs; upon which accm.i.nt he humbly fo~ 

licited a fmall conlideration, to compenfate 
in fome meJfure for the injury he had un
defervedly fufiained in their lervice. Though 

it would have beeh an act of the great~ft 
charity to have liilened to the prayer df 
this poor man's petition, yet, fo great is 

the partiality of the Company to their chief 
officers in the country, that no attention 

was paid to the petition; and, indeed, an 
inferior fervant, may apply for redrefs till 
he is tired, before any notice will be taken 
of his complaints, or· the flighteft repri

mand given to the authors of his mifery. 

When a Goverrior takes it into his head 

to have an avedion to any particular perf on 
under his command, he has fo many ways 

)n his power of rendering him miferable, . 

that 
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that he will be foon tired of his fituation, 
and find his life too unhappy, to be borne 
with any degree of equanimity and COm:a 

pofure. Without a friend to confole him, 
or to alleviate the hardlhips of adverfity; 
without any fcenes of amufement, or objeCts 
to divert the attention, and exhilerate the 
fpirits; he will find that he drags on an 
uncomfortable exiflence, without tafting any 
of its enjoyments; that he lives in a fiate of 
indifference and anxiety; that his mafiel", 

who is his enemy, has it in his power not 
, cnIy to blafi: his prefent peace of mind, but 
by his influence to hurt his charaB:er in 

future. Such is the life of a fervant to this 
Company, who unguardedly falls under the 
difpleafure of the Governor. 

It may naturally be fuppofed, that thofe 
gentlemen whom the Company intruO: with 
the charge of their Factories, are per[ons 
of fome ingenuity; and if not endowed 
with a liberal education, yet that they can 

read, write, and underftand common ac
counts. Though any perron would con
ceive thefe qualifications as elTentially nece[-

fan-, 
~ 
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(ary, yet the fidl: perfon I ferved under was 

a remarkable ini1:ance of the contrary. This 
rcfpe3:able perfonage was incapable of call
ing up a quefiion in fimple addition; the 
numerical figures were hardly known tohim; 

nor could he intelligibly write his own name. 
His underllanding likewife was, in -every 
acceptation of the word, moll contemptible; 
and yet this wortby member of focietyen .. 

joyed the honourable appellation of one of 
the Hudfon's Bay Company's Governors. 

But notwithllanding the Gentlemen at 
home place fo much reliance on their fupe-

. rior officers while in the country, the defe

rence immediately vanilhes when they arrive 

in London; for a Governor may attend the 
Hudfon's Bay Houfe, and walk about their· 

Hall for a whole day, without the leaftnotice 
being taken of his attendance. To exem

plify this fact, I fhall mention an infiance 

that happened within my own knowledge,. 

and to a perfon who was not of the above 
defcription. 

A gen~ 
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,A gentleman of tried probity, who had 
terved the Company,with remarkable fide
lity and fuccefs for upwards of feventecn 
years, came home in 1782, with a view to 
{pend the remainder of his days in his na

tive country; and to enjoy himfelf a little, 
after a long and painful fervitude. U ori 
his arrival he was in hopes at leafi to be in

troduced to the Gentlemen he had ferved fo 
long, and to find his conduct approved by 

thofe who had reaped the fruits of his indufiry; 
but this fmall favour was denied him; and 
he went into the country, without finding 
thefe reafonable expectations gratified; nor 
could he be very well pleafed with the fu.;,. 

percilious conduct of his late mafrers. 

, " 

The labouring fertants, as before ob~ 
{erved, are aU procured from the Orkney 
Iflands; at the rate of fix pounds per year; the 
Captains of the {hips engage them, and, if 
poffible, for five years. Each fervant figns 
a contract on his entranc€ into the fervice, 
but he is hot "allowed tc have a copy of it, 
for fear the feCl"ets of the Company ihould 

,am adqlittance into the world; {o that as 
H, it 
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it contains a deal of matter, and the {ervant 

probably cannot read, it is impoffible for 
him to know the fubfiance of his agreement 
one day afterwards. 

In this contraa: he is bound to ferve for 
three, four, or five years, and not to return 

home until this term is expired. unlefs re
called by the Company. He engages during 
his return home, though no feafaring-man, 

to do the duty of watch and ward on board .. 
the fhip in which he returns, and that with-
out any pay for the fame. He is further 

bound, in the moil folemn manner, not to 
detain, feefet, harbour, or poifefs any fitin, 

or part of a 1kin, on any pretence whatever; 

but on the contrary, he is to fearch after, 

and detect all perfons that may be difpofed 

to engage in this fpecies of peculation. On 
detecting any fuch he is to expoCe their per
ions, and inform the Governor of their 

breach of contract; but if, contrary.to their 
agreement, any perf on lhould be found hardy 
enough to conceal any kind of peltry, or 

infringe his contract in the fmalleft degree. 

he or they fo offendin~ are not only to fortO! 

fat 
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felt atl the wages that may be due to them; 
but are to pay to the Governor and Company 
two years pay, or the amount thereof; though 
all this may be done quite unknowingly hy 
the moil: faithful fervant, unlefs forwatned 
of it by having a copy of his agreement. I 

When a fervant's time is expired; arid he 
Is returning home; before he be permitted to 
go on board the iliip, the Governor in per
fon f~es that every thing is taken out of 
his cheft; arid even his bed examined, for 
fear it· lhould contain any private trade. 
The fame circumfpeCtion is tifed when a 
perfon writes to his friends in England for 
a few neceffaries which he cannot well do 
without. In this cafe the box, or package; 
in which his things are inclofed muft fitil: 
be fent to the Hudfon's Bay Houfe, and un
dergo a careful examination, for fear it 
{hould contain any thing nfedin private trade; 
and I have known more inftantes than one 
or two~ where a {ervan t has been refufed a 
few {birts and fiockings, for fear they iliould 
be ~nverted to this nfe:. 

H~ ~n 
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An acquaintance of mille had his box 
loil: at the Houfe of the Company, through 
the negligence of the clerks. After it had 

rafTed the urua} examination, it was allowed 
to be (hipped and fent out. When the owner 

found it did not arrive, having fufficient 

proof of its being lofl: under their roof, he 

wrote a fubmifiive letter to the Company, re

quelling an indemnification for his 10fs; but 

fa far was he from having this reafonable 

requdt complied with, that one of the gen

tlemen at t~le board made the following fig
nificant remark on his letter; " Damn the 

felio \'" does he think that we want to wear 

his clothes." An obfervation that would 
hJ\'e done little honour t<;> a fifu porter within 

the purlieus of Billingfgate. 

During the time any Indians IDay be at 

the Settlemep.ts trading with their furs, the 

Factory gates are kept continually thut; aml 
it is the employment of one perf on to watch 
that no one goes out, for fear he thould. 

carryon a private trade with the Indians: 

fa that all the [ervants in the Forts fometime. 

remain imprifoned like birds in a 'cage, for 

a week 



( 117 ) 

a week together; and even if a perfon wi{hes 
to take a walk on a Sunday afternoon, wh<m 
there are no natives trading, he muft firil: 

go to the Governor, and humbly fupplicate 
his permifllon, before he can walk one 
quarter of a mile in order to recreate him
{elf. 

The provifions allowed the fervJnts are, 
taken altogether, but of the middling kind; 
{orne of it is very good wholefome food, , 
and other kinds of it are of fo bad a qua

lity, as fcarce to be digefiive on a canine 
ftomach. Great quantities of venifon an~ 
g.eefeare falted for the ufe of the Factories 

during the fpring and fall of the year. This 
provifion will fometimes remain three or 
four years in the caiks unopened; ;:tfter 

which it becomes fo cornpleatly putrified, 
rancid, and devoid of tafte, that a perron 
might as well expect nutriment from the 
fha:vings in a carpenter's !hop. So difgufied 
are the fervants at it when it arrives at this 
frate, that by way of contempt they term ~t 
" falted horfe flelh." 

H 3 Amon~ 
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Among fuch a variety of complaints juftly 
inftituted againft the Company,· and thofe 
who aCt under th~ir direCtions, I am happy 
to have it in my power to mention one par
ticular in which they merit commendation; 
and this js th~ m,oderate price they fix on 
{orne European commodities, which they 
feU to their {ervan ts; who, as they have 
fuch low wages, would not otherwife be 
able to furnilh themfelves with necetrary 
~onveniences for the climate. Tpe fo119wing 
articles are th~s rated; 

Brafs Kettles, 2S. 6d. p~r lh.-Soap. 
!S. 6d. qitto.-Sewing twine, IS. 6d. ditto, 
-Tobacco, leaf, IS. 6d. ditto.-Tobacco, 
Englilh roll, 35. 6d. ditto.-Cloth, 6s. 6d. 
per yard. - Duffels, 4$. ditto.-Flannel, 
J s. 6d. ditto.-_ Guns, 3os. each.-Shirts, 
4s. 6d. each.-Blankets, 8s. each.-Shoes)! 
55. 6. per pair.-Stoc~ings, 3s, per pair.
Writing paper, IS. per quire. - Englilh 
Brandy, 55~ per gallon, &c. 

The chief em ploymen ts of the inferior fer
vants in the fettlements, is carrying logs of 

wood, 
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wood, walking in fnow-fhoes, fledging ,the 
{now out of the Factory avenues, and hunt

ing; and notwithfianding the inconveniences 
before recited, after a perf on has been a few 
years in the fervice, he generally imbibes a 
love for the country, unlefs difcouraged by 
the bad ufage of -his fuperiors. 

The hunting part of his duty he gene
rally follows with pleafure and avidity; 
befides the recreation he receives from the 
fport on thofe excurfions, he takes delight 
in being from the Factory during them, as 
then he becomes his own mafier, and is free 
from the infpeaion of a too watchful overfe::er. 
Notwithfianding the cufioms of t~is country, 
as at prefent efiablilhed, are rather forbid
ding, and feem to difcourage us £I·om wilh· 
ing to live in fo frigid a clime, yet .. as already 
obferved, though cold, it is exceeding 
healthy; and there have been many who 
have lived here feveral years not only com
fortably, but happy; and have enjoyed a 
better fiate of health perhaps than they 
would have done in a. lefs inhofpitable 
~ountry~ 

I cannot 
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I cannot leave this fubjetl: without re .. 
prefenting the loft fiate a youth is in, who 
is 'Unfortunate enough to be bound appren
tice to the Hudfon's Bay Company.-The 
unfortunate young man is perhaps the only 
fon of a tender and affeCtionate parent, who, 
thinking to forwa~d the happinefs of his 
child, articles him to this Company for 
feven years: I have known an infl::ance where 
a boy has been bound for fourteen yeat&o 

On his arrival in the country, he knows 
nobody. His mailers who fent him out, 
and to whom he is to look for fupport, are 
now many hundreus of miles difiant. The 
Governor is quite indifferent about him, he 
having fer~ants of his Qwn. The confe
que nee of this is, the hoy aifoeiates with 
the ~om~on men, forms co~neaions with 
them, and becomes habituated to ~heir cuf
toms, which his tender years are not able 
to guard againfl::. The education given him 
by his parents is now foon obliterated; he 
imbibes frdh vices daily; contraets a love 
for fmoaking, "drinking, and fwearing; and 
in a word, becomes a reproba~e. His em-

ployment 
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ployment confifts in cleaning the Governor's 
knives and ihoes, running on errands for the 
cook, and cutting down and carrying heavy 
logs of wood, much beyond his years and 
ftrength. In the mean time, no care is taken 
~o inculcate the precepts of rel;gioll and 
virtue in his· mind, or even pre1erve thofe 
principles and knowledge he may have 
brought in the country. Every fiep that 
would make him a man fit for the world, 
and a uieful member of fqciety, is totally 

neg~ea:~d~ 

I would afk the Hudfon's Bay Company 
what an apprentice of their's is fit fqr, after 

having [erved them for [even or fourteen years? 

whether he has obtained a knowledge of any 
art or bufinefs that wj}] enable him to get a 

creditable living in the world, or to fupport 
himfelf when the ftrength and vigour of 
youth are exhaufted ?---I will defy them to 

~oint out any, that has been thus acquired; 
as his conftant employment has confifted of 
every fpecies of drudgery and fubordinate 
labour: fo that on his returning home, hi. 

indulgent parents, inftead 'of finding him 
inftruCted 
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infiruCted in any thing that is praife-worthy, 
are lamentably convinced, that he is a prQ. 
ficient in nothing but idlenefs, fwearing .. 

and debauchery. 

It may be argued by the abettors of the 
Company, (if they have any) that after the 
period of the apprentice's indentures is ex .. 
pirec, he has an opportunity of rifing in 
their fervice, if by good behaviour he has. 
merited fo much favour; that from his ap
prenticeiliip, he may be made a writer at 
] 51. per year, from thence be raifed to an 
affifiant at 251. per yearJ afterwards a fe
cond at 401. per year; and from thence to 
the exalted fiation of a Governor, at 1501. 
per year. To this I would reply, that I 
am enabled to fay, from the eleven years fe.-
vice which I patfed through in their employ, 
that the profpeCt of afcending this important 
ladder is very faint indeed. But even al
lowing the youth to be fortunate enough, 
by affiduity or favour, to fucceed to promo
tion in this fervice, he is not even then ex
empt from labour and menial duty; for 
every perf on in the Faaories, except the 

Goverriof 
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Governor and furgeon, mull. occafionally go 
to hard wQrk; and lhould he object to this 
ufage, an4 beg for milder employment, in 
the moft fubmiffiv€t terms, it will have no 
effeCt on the Oovert~or, who in all probabi
lity, will not only increafe the ditliculties 
of the complainant, by every (cries of fevere 
treatment, but fend him hom~ to the Com
paQ.y with a bad charaCl:er; reprefenting 
that he is unfit for th~ir (ervice, having re
fufed his dllty. 

Such is the ufuat progrefs of the fervitude 
of their apprentices; and fo little is the 

probability of the young men reaping any 
;ldvantaie from it. 
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It being fo nearly conneCled with the fub. 
jeCt I am npon, I fhall fubjoin the follow
ing account of the taking of the Hudfon's 
Bay Cor.-lp~ny's fettlements by the- French, 

as it was publifhed in the ~v!8rL:Dg Chronicle 

of April 1783. 

H _ '1'0 the Editor if the Morning Chronicle 
and Dail)' Advertizer ~ 

" SIR, r ork Fort, 

cc As I have not obferved in any of the 
news-papers an account of the capture of 
the Hudfon's Bay Company's f«tt\ements, 
except a tranflation of Monf. La Peroufe's 
letter to the French Marine Minifier, I am 
induced to lay before the public the follow
ing facts, . founded upon tru~hJ and recorded 
by my own experience~ 

" The firfi: notice we had of an enemy' $ 

being on the coafi:, was on the 20th of Au
gufi:, 1782, in the evening, at which time 
the Company's 1hip was lyiijg in the road~, 

and 
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and had been there five days, without hav
ing the leafi intiqIation of this event, although 
Monf. La Peroufe, by his own account, 
had been founding Port Nelfon river on the 
18th. The next day, A:ugufl: 21, the wea
ther being extremely fine and calm, it af
forded the elfemy an opportunity to land 
their men with fafety, which they attempt
ed in fourteen boats, provided with mortars, 
cannon, fcaling ladders, and about three hun
dred men, exc1ufive of marines. 

" Our number of men confifted of fi.xty 
Englifu and twelve Indians, who behaved 
extremely well to us, and evinced their re .. 
gard to us by every exertion in their power. 
The defence of York Fort confit1ed of thir
teen. cannon, twelve and nine pounders, 
which formed a half-moon battery in 
the front of the Factory; but it being 
thought probable that the enemy might 
come in the night, and turn thefe guns· 

-againfi us, they were overfet to prevent the 
French from taking this advantage. On the 
ramparts were twelve·fwivel guns mounted 
on ~arriages, which might have annoyed the 

enemy 
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enemy in the inoa effctl:ual manner. Every 

kind of fmall arms were in plenty and good 
conditioil within the Fort. We had likewjfe 

ammunition in great fiore, and the people 

feemed to be under no apprehenfion. A 
fine rivulet of frefh water ran within the 

fiockadoes; there were alfo abQut thirty head 
of cattle, and as many hogs, with a great quan
ti ty of faIt provifions of different kinds. 

" Aug. 22. ~wo In~ia:n feouts were fent 
tl) obtain intelligence; who returned in about 
three bours, and gave ~t as their opinion, that 
the enemy muft be nigh hand, as they heard 
leverd guns fired in the vicinity of the Fort. 

About fun fet we could plainly difeern a large 
fire behind us, about a mile and a half di{
tant, kindled by the French, as we fuppofed 

to refrdh themfel yes before their attack the 
next day. 

" Aug. 23. It/was obferved at day light, 
that the Company's ihip had taken the ad
vantage of a fine, breeze at S. vV. and pru
dently ihaped her conrfe for Englan.d, ua
perceiv~d by the enemy. About 10 o'clock. 

thi~ 
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this morning the enemy appeared before our 
gates; during their approach a moil: invi ting 
opportunity offered itfelf to be revenged all 

our invaders, by difcharging the guns on the 
ramparts, which-muft have done great exe
cution; but a kind of tepid fiupefaB:ion 
feemed to take poffeffion of the Govemor at 
this time of trial, and he peremptorily de
clared he would ihoot the firft man who of
fered to fire a, gun. Accordingly, as the 
place was not to be defended, he, refolving 
to be beforehand with the French, held out 
a white flag with his own hand, which was 
anfwered by the French officer's {hewing 
his pocket-handkerchief. 

II Under the fanction of this flag of truce, 
a parley took place, when the Gove:nor re
ceived a fummons wrote in Engliih. 1n this 
fummons two hours were granted to con

fult about our fitu.;tion ; but this i!1~111gence 
was made no ufe of, and the place was moil: 
inglorioufiy given up in about ten minutes, 
without one officer being confu} ted, or a 
council atI'embled; fa that this Fort, 
which might have withfiood the united ef-

forts 
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{arts of dotlble the number of thofe by 
which it was afiailed, in an attack with 
finall arms, was furrendered to a half-
11ar';ed wretched grou p of Frenchmen, worn 
out with fatigue and hard labour, in a 
country they were entire {hangers to. 
From the nature of their attack by the way 
of Port N elfon River, they could not ufe 
their mortars or artillery, the ground being 
very bad, and interfperfed with woods, 
thickets, and bogs, by which they were fo 
roughly handled in the courfe of their march, 

that I verily believe they had not fifty pair pf 
!hoes in their whole army. The difficul
ties of their march mull: appear very con
fpicuous, when it is confidered, they were 
a whole day in inarching feven miles. 

H On the whole, I cannot help thinking'; 
that if the place had been commanded by 
;l perf on of rerolution and good conduCt" 
and one \yho had his country's good at 
heart, it might have been defended againft. 
an attack with mufquetry. 

" \Vhen 
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H When it is confidered that the enemy's 

(hips lay at leaft twenty miles from the 

Factory, in a b;)if1erous fea, at a dangerous 

time of the year, and confequently could 

not co-operate with their troops on !hore, 

but with the greateft difficulty and uncer

tain ty; 'and even this depended folel y on 
propitious winds and weather :-when it is 

further confidered, that their troops could 
receive no fupplies but what came from the 

!hips; and that cold, hunger, and fatigue, 

which had taken poffet1ion of their bodies, 
was hourly working in our favour :-whcn 

it is likewife confidered, that the FaCtory 

. was not in want of anyone article which 
would enable it to withfiand an attack with 
mufquetry; and that the people £hewed no 
fign of fear, difmay, or dejection, but quite 
the reverfe :-1 fay, when all thefe material 

circumfiallces iliali be confidered by the 
impartial reader, he will undoubtedly look 

with indignation on the pufilanimity of the 
Englifh Governor, who, with all thefe ad

vantages on his fide, furrendered without 

firing a gun.' The poor Indians ""ere fo 

I affect€d 
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'atteC1:ed at our captivity, that they ex
preiTed their forrow by fighs and tears. 

" Whatever opinion the French might 

entertain of us on account of our timidity,. 

it is but jufiice to fay, that they behaved to 

their eafy acquired prifoners, with that po
litenefs which is peculiar to their nation. 
1VIonI: Le Peroufe, the commander of Le 
Sceptre, was an honour to his nation, and 
an ornament to human nature. His polite
nds, humanity, and goodne[s, fecured him 

the affection of all the Company's officers; 

and on parting, at the mouth of Hudfon's. 
1l:raits, they felt the fame fenfation which 
the dearell: friends feel in an interview 
preceding a long feparation. His humane 
difpoiltion was more particularly confpicu

ous in leaving a repofitory of alnmunition, 

&c. for the poor Indians, who otherwife 

mllfi have experienced great inconveniences 
and dill:re[s. 

" Though the French [ufiained no 10[5 

from us during their attack of York Fort, 
yet, through the feverity of the climate, and 

their 
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their own inexperience, they loft five large 
boats, a confiderable quantity of merchan
dize, and fifteen foldiers, who were drowned 
in Hay's river, after the place was furren
dered. 

" The Company fuff"ered great lofs by the 
capture of this place; which had remained 
in their poifeffion unmolefted fince the peace 
of Utrecht. The whole of the lhip's out
ward bound cargo was entirely burnt and 
defiroyed, together with a confiderable quan
tity of provifions, flores &c. which had 
been colleCting for about feventy years. 

" If the above account finds a place in 
your entertaining paper, J lhall embrace the 
firil: opportunity of fending you an account 
of the capture of Prince of Wales Fort:' 

I 2 Churchill 
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Churchill Ri'L'er. 

JVIR. ED I TOR, 

" According to my promife I now fend 
you the account of the capture of Prince of 
Wales, or Churchill Fort, on the N. \V. coafl: 
of Hudfon's Bay, which I received from a 
gentleman, who was upon the fpot at 'the 
time, and on whofe veracity I can depend. 

" The French vifited this place before 

York Fort, on account of its Northern fitu

:ltion, and the general prevalency of winds 
from that quarter, thinking to take the ad

v'rtage of them in going to the Southward. 
Accordingly the three fhips appeared before 
the Fort on Auguft 8, 1782, at a time 
when the Governor was very bufy trading 
with fome Indians who were juft ,~rrived : 
but the fight of fuch unexpetted vifitors did 
110t fail to engage the attention of the 
Factory people, who were not ufed to fee fo 
many ftr.lngers in thefe [eas. 

" At 
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"At this time, which was about iix 

o'clock in the evening~ the enemy had can 

anchor within five miles of the Fort, 
and in a little time afterwards appeared very 
indufirious in founding the river, even 
within mufquet ill0t of the place; and I 
have heard the Governor declare, that their 
officers went about the FaCtory avenues, 
fhooting birds, with the greatefi indifference; 
a convincing proof that they did not con

ceive themfelves to be in much danger. 
The Fort at this time mounted fortv-t'vw 

cannon, fix, twelve, and twenty-four pound
ers, was provided with ammunition in great 
plenty, and the Fafrory was not in imme
diate want of provilions of any kind. TI)e 
firength of the Fort itfelf was fnch as would 
have refified the attacks of a more confi
derable force; it was built of the firon!!efi: 

o 

materials, its walls were of great thicknefs, 
and very durable, it having been forty y~ars 

in building, and attended with gre~t ex

pence to the Company. In iliort it was the 

o,)inion of every intelligent perf~n,' that it 
~ight have made an obttinate refillancc 

when attacked, had it been as well provide,{ 

13 111 
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in other refpeCts; but through the impo
litic conduct of the Company, , every cou
rageous exertion of their fervants muft have 
been confidered as imprudent temerity; for 
this place,,· whic~ would have required four 
hundred men for its defence, the Company, 
in their confQmm~te wifdom, had g~rrifoned 
with only thirty-nine. 

,~ About three o'clock In the morning 
Aug. 9, the enemy began to difembark their 
troops, at a place called Hare-Point; , fro~ 
whence they marc hed in a regu1a:r manner to
wards the FaCl:t'ry, until they arrived within 
about four hundred yards, when they made a 
halt, and fent two Qfficers from the main 
body, with a fummons to the Governor to 
furrender the place. The Governor and tWQ 
of his offic~rs met them half way, when all 
difficulties that obftrueted the negotiation 
were fpeedily overcome, to the fatisfaction 
of both parties. In confequence of this 
verbal agreement, the French, to the amount 
of ab0t!t four hundred men entered the Fort,at 
(1" o'clock in the morning, when the Briti1h 

fiag 
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flag was lowered, and a table cloth from the 
Governor's table hoifi:ed in its !lead. 

" Every part now exhibited a fcene of de
"\'afi:ation and ruin; for the licentious foldiery, 
finding they were not refi:riCted by a capitu
lation, began to plunder whatever came in 
their way. It muft, however, at the fame 
time be acknowledged, that the officers took 
every opportunity to deprefs this fpirit in 
the common foldiers, with great humanity 
and addrefs; politely fympathizing with the 
fufferers in the inevitable difi:reifes attending 
the fortune of war. The remainder of this, 
and the following day, were fpent ill demo
lilbing the works belonging to the fortifica

tions, lhipping on board fundry articles of 
flores, provifions, and a valuable quantity 
of peltry; which if the Company had re
ceived would have indemnified them for all 
their other loifes conjointly. 

" On the I I th, the three {hips fet fail for 
York-Fort; but about five o'clock in the 
luorning, a fail was obferved apparently fleer
ing for Churchill, which was now in flames. 

I t One 
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One of the frigates was ordered to chace~ 

The experience of her commander was, how

ever, fo inadequate to the talk of coping with 
the ikill of tile Engli!h Captain, that if he had 

perfevered he w~ul~ probably have !Jeen 
led into fuch a labyrint'h of !boal water an4 
rocky ground, as might haye made him 

repent his vifit t~ Hudfon's Bay. Accor
dingly the French~all gave up the purfu:t 

about feven o'clock in th~ evening, aft~r 

firing a bow chace from ;tn eighteen pounder~ 
which he found had no other effect than, 

~f poffi bIe, to make the Englilbman go fafter 
th:1n before. 

(f I would jufi: remark, that Churchill Set

tlement" was by much the beft ever ereCte~ 
in Hudfon's Bay. The Company ufually 
have their factories built with logs of pine', 

which are fquared, and laid one upon a,nQ
ther; but this building was entirely of free
ilone; the artillery was in admirable condi
tion; and th~fortifications wer~ moft {kilful~y 
planned under the infpeClion of the inge- . 

nious Mr. Ro~fon, who went out in 1742 
for that purpofe. 

" While 



( 141 ) 

" While the trade of the other [ettlements 
had been upon the decline for fome years, this 
place had in general held its former me-

odium, and of late years conftderably in
efeafed. Notwithfianding the advatltages 
of [0 flouri!hing a fettlement to the Com

pany, their extreme parfimony would not 
permit them to have above one man to a gun, 
even in the midfi of a precarious war. \iVhat 

folly could be more egregious, than to erect 
a fort of fuch extent, firength, and ex
pence, and only allow thirty-nine men to 
defend it? The force which the French 
fent iI'lto Hudfon's Bay was more than fuf
ficient to reduc~ every place in the country, 
weakly defended as they were. This place, 
in particular, with fo few men, was totally 
incapable of withfianding the well diretl:ed 
effqrts of fo ftrong an armanent, efpecially 
as ~he depth of water in the river would 
admit the'largeft {hips to lie very near the 
Fort; and bomhs may be ufed with great 

effeCt. 

"Notwithfianding the Governor mull: 
have been ienfibk of his inability to make 

all 
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an obftinate defence, his conduCt was in fome 
refpetls h;ghly reprehenfible. In the nrft 
place, he lhould have {ent an exprefs to 
York Fort, over land, by the Indians, with 
information of an enemy's arrival. Had he 
done fo, the peoFle at that fettlement would 
have had five days more at leaft to prepare 
themfelves for fo unexpeCted an event. Se
condly, he lhould have deftroyed the papers 
of the mafier of the floop, who was then 
to the Northward upon a trading voyage. 
By the po1feffion of thefe papers, the enemy 
acquired a complete defcription of York Fort, 
with an account of its weaknefs on the 
land fide, which induced them to try their 
fuccefs that way. Thirdly, his. timidity 
in quietly fllffering a known enemy to be 
founding the river, as it were, under his 
nofe, without oppofition, was not, I think 
I may venture to fay, confifient with that 
fortitude which ought to aCtuate a Briton, 
in the fervice of his country. 
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REMARKS and OBSERVATIONS made in th~ 
inland Parts of HUDSON'S BA y during 
Four rears Rijidence in thofl Unknown 
Rtgions. 

In June 1783, I landed at <l.!!ebec; and 
in May 1784, I left the city of Montreal, 
to penetrate i~to the interior parts. This 
we did in canoes made of birch-rind, 
of about four tons burthen each, and na
vigated by eight Canadians, who are, with
out doubt, the beft qualified for this very 
laborious navigation, which is continually 
obftruCl:ed by ihoals, rapids, and the 1110(1: 

tremendous cataraCts. In about one month 
we arrived at the falls of St. Mary, which 
form a junCtion of the lakes Superior and 

Huron. 

As the fur merchants in Canada began te 
be alarmed this year, on account of the 
partition line eftabliihed by the late peace, 
apprehending that the key of the interior 
f,:ountry, fi~uated on the bottom of lake Su-

penor, 
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perior, would thereby fall within the Ame
rican boundary, I WJS pitched upon to pur
fue an unknown traCt in order to explore 

another pafiage into the interior country, 

independant of the old one known by the 
name of the Great Carrying- Place. I ac

cordingly fat out for that purpofe, and fuc
ceeded in my expedition much to the fatis

fadion of the merchants; but as the Ame~ 

ricans have not yet been able to obtain pof

feffion of thofe Weftern pofts on the lakes, 
ceded to them by the late peace, the traders 
fiill continue the old route. 

When the goods arrive at the Great Car

rying Place, they are embarked in Canoes 

of [man':f dimentions, the navigation being 

frill more intricate; and here they meet the 

winterers who are returning with furs traded 
in the courfe of the preceding winter. Not 

lefs than one thoufand Canadians and Eu

ropeans are employed by the merchants in 

this bufinefs, who are incorporated under the 

firm of the North-Weft Company, befides 

perhaps as many more who go to Detroit on 
t~e fur trade, and return.to Montreal with 

beaver 
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beaver {kins, deer fl{ins, &c. to a great 
amount. Upwards of four thoufand packs 
are produced from the whole trade annually, 

which confumes a great quantity of Britilh 

merchandize, of the moil: inferior q llality, 
and which perhaps would hardly find a 
market e1fewl~ere. 

In the following remarks on the inland 
parts, a great fimilarity will be found between 
the Indians living on the eoan: of Hudfcn's 
Bay, and thofe inland, termed the N ehe· 

thawa Indians: in fact they were uri~mally 
the fame people, but as nu~nL>..:rs have receded 
from the rea coail: to partake of a more fruit

ful clime, they have fuff"ered fame alteration 

in their manners and cu!l:oms. 



Of the FACE ~f the COUNTRY, its Sou., 
CLIMATE, and NATURAL PRODUC" 

T IONS. 

I pa£Ted the winters of the years 178,.., 
1785, 1786, and 1787, on a large river, which 
empties itfelf by many branches into that 
lake which is laid down in maps by the 
name of lake Bourbon. This lake was im- ' 
properly fo called by the French, when in 
poffeffion of Canada; but its real name is 
the Cedar lake, and it is thus named by the 
Indians, on account of that kind of wood 
being found thereon. 

In the year 1787, when the following re
marks were made, I winter'd in the com
puted latitude of 55 deg. N. and Latitude 
120. deg. W. from the meridian of London. 
I cannot fufficiently lament the opportunity 
I have loil: of giving to a certainty the geo
graphical fituation of the place, for the 
want of neceffary inil:ruments. As this 
cannot be repaired, I muil: endeavour to com
penfate for it by communicating fuch facts 

as 
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as have come to my knowledge, either thro' 
the channel of perfonal experience, or con
fidential information. 

The courfe of the river was nearly eall, and 
I wintered about feven hundred miles above its 
difchargeinto the cedar lake. Its current is 
very regular, and in the whole diflance, we 
have but one place where the pafTage is .in 
the leaft impeded by rapids; and even thi9 
place is very trifling, and eafily pafTed with 
proper care. Every part of this river, where 
the channel is wide, is much incommoded by 
fand banks-and {hoals. The !hares and bed 
of it are muddy, and confequently the wa.4 

ter is very dirty. What I have often thought 
worthy of obfervation during my flay here. 
has been the very fudden and rapid rife of the 
water in the river duringthefummermonths. 
and this without any apparent caufe, or extra
ordinary 'rains. In the Summer of 1786 I 
obferved the water to rife ten feet perpendi
cular in the fpace of twenty-four hours ;. 
thenceitfubfidedgradual1y toits ufual height; 
and then rapidly rofe as before. This riling of 
the water drowns a11 the Country about the 

bottom 



bottom of the river, where the banks ilrc 
uncommonly low; and it frequently hap
pens, that the people who navigate t~c 

traders canoes are obliged to fleep in them, 
for want of a place to put alhore. 

This river has [everal kind of hili in it, 
and fiurgeon in the [pring of the year are 
in great plenty. Its difiance above us is 
not known; but by Indian information, w& 

learn, that it is formed frOln a great number 
of [mall rivers which ifTue from an extra-"
ordinary ridge of Rocks, called the Stony 
Mountain .. 

This mountain is the moil: remarkable 
place in the country, and appears to be the 
barrier between the Indians that trade with us 
and thore \\'ho trade with lhangers on the 
other i1de. I haye been told that it is [even 
days journey before you arrive at it. We are 
unacquainted with its extent at prefent, 
but it feems to have a North and South di- . 

fection. It is faid that all the rivers on 
the Eait fide of the mountain have an eafi
erly courfe, and thote on the Weft fide take 

a weft-
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a wefierly tourfe; the latter mufi: evidently 
-fall into the South [eas. 

About two hundred and feventy miles be
low where I wintered, or about four hundred 
and thirty miles from its mouth, two branche~ 

unite in one; of there one is called the South 
branch, and the other. the North branch. As 
I am the beft acquainted with the latter, 1 

fonfine myfelf particularly to it in this de--
. fcription. 

I mufl: not omit one particular relating to 
this river, which is the great quantity of 
Coal conveyed down by the current. I am 
of opinion that abundance of this mineral 
mull: be in the country above us, as a perfon 

once brought me down a piece he had taken 

from the earth, where it was piled up in heaps. 
And it was in every refpeCt fimibr to that 
brought to London from the North (if Eng
land and Scotland. He told me th:1t he 
aiked the Indians the ufe of it; and on 
their expreffing their ignorance f he put fome 

of it in the fire which burnt violently to 
their great aftoniilimcnt. However plenty 

it may be inland, it is certaI!l there i~ 

K no 
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no want of it near the ~iver, from the great 
quantity left on the ihoals. What other 
treafures may be concealed in this unknown 
repofitory, or what valuable ores may be 
intermixed with the coal, I will not take 
upon me to determine. 

All the lower country near the river for a 
confiderable difiance, affords no other wood 
than willows, and a few fmall poplars. 
The land is exceeding marihy, and abounds 
with all kinds of aquatic birds in the fpring 
and autumn. Higher up, the banks of the. 
river are fieeper, and pines'become frequent, 
which are intermixed with a few infignificant 
elm and birch trees. 

All thefe countries are well flo red with 
moofe, beavers, otters, &c. but the red deer, 
jumping deer, and buffa10, are not to be found 
till you are confiderably higher up the river, 
where the country becomes more open, and fo 
free from wQods, that in many places fcarce a 
fufficiency can be procured to make a tem
porary fire for travellers, who are obliged in
fiead thereof to ufe buffalo dung. During the 
winter, difiant journies become dangerous, as 

the 
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the tempefluous weather often raifes fnow 
drifts. Difficulties arifing from thence are 

not to be obviated by ilrangers, but the 
natives fe1dom meet with any accidents 
through thefe obfiruttions, their innate 
knowledge of the country guiding them un
erringly to the fpot they would willi to reach. 

Many fpacious lakes are to be found in 
the inland parts. Moll: ,of thefe abound with 

fiih, efpecial1y when j:)ined to a river; but 
the natives feldom or never look after 
them, and the greater part of thore Indians 
who came to our fettlements to trade, will 
neither eat fiih, water-fo\\ 1, nor any amphi
bious animal. 

How far the fo:1 of this boundlefs coun ... 

try may be favourab1e to the culture of 

vegetables, I am not enabled to adv:mce. Ex
periments, which {hould be our only guide 
to knowledge in thefe matters, never having 
been much made ufe of; but if the opinion 

of an unexperienced perron, could be of any 
weight, I think I may venture to fay, that 
ma:ny parts would admit of culti\'ation. 

K 2 Th;: 
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The Hudfon's Bay Company fervants have 
tried Indian corn and barley, by way of ex
periment, which came to perfection; Potatoes, 
Turnips, Carrots, Radifhes, Onions, &c. 
have~ been lately reared, and found as good 
as thofe in Canada; and indeed, in forming 
a comparifon between the two countries, the 
advantage feems to incline to the one I am 
defcribing. It is true we 'are fituated a 
few degrees more to the Northward, and 
about fifty degrees to the Weftward of ~e
bee, but in the four years experience I have 
hali, I !::!'.'e not yet found a winter fo fevere, 
..i.~ (;jiP. T ~1.iTed near Montreal, where the 
Weatn\..f IS generally fomething milder than 
about ~ebec. The cold fets in, and the 
river ice breaks up, much about the fame 
time as it does there. 

The fruits which fpontaneoufly 1hoot up, 
are not in fuch great variety in the wil-. 
derneiTes of Canada, as in the country I am 
fpeaking of. The natives 'colleCt vaft quan-

tities of a kind of wild cherries and bring 
them in for fale. The Hudfon's Bay people 
make an excellent beverage of them, which 

is 
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_ grateful to the tafle, and is an excellent 
antifcorbutic. Rafpberries, flrawberries, cur
rants, cranberries, and an infinity of other 
kinds which I know not the names of, are to 
be found ~very where. So that a perron, 
without the help of ammunition, may in 
the {ummer feafon procure a very comfortable 
fubfifrence, were he bew.:ldered, .L.d alone. 
Should anyone be in this fituation, almoft 
every pond of water would furniili him witb 
eggs of ducks, &c. and every thil..:Ket with a 
fatiety of delicious fruit. ' 

In vallies and humid lituations, the grafs 
grows to a great height, which fattens our 
horfes in a {hort time j hut the buffalo u[u
ally makes choice of hilly, dry gro:Jnd~ to 
'feed on, the blades -of gra[s on which are 

{mall, £hort and tender. When a numerou~ 
herd of thefe animals fray any length of 
time in one place, the groun~ is abfolutely 
barren there for the remainder of the~ feafon, 
the grafs being eat off' as doCe as jf £hayed 

with a koif~. 

K 3 
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It may not be amifs in this place, to 

mention fomething of the fnakes and frogs, 
which" t:lke up their refidencc in the ponds 
of this coun try. Thefe ponds become pu
tiid after a long drought. The filak~ are 
of a green colour, with longitudinal white 
lines from the head to the extremity of the 
tail. They are fo very inoff"enfive, that the 
Indians frequently play with them, and 
will tie them in knots round their necks. 
Whether thefe reptiles, like the frogs, lie in 
a torpid £late during the winter, I cannot 
fay, but I have frequently found their fkins 
dried by the fun, which were hollow, but 
in other refpeCls they were complete. 

The frogs reftJme their exifience and fa
culties in the month of May; when the 
genial warmth of the fun invigorates then:t 
afrefh. At this time they vent forth a moft 

"hideous croaking, day and night, and they 
are particularly chearful in rainy weather. 
The appearance of the frogs gives name to 
the month of May among the Nehethawa. 
Indicms. 
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The climate is very perceptibly milder 
here than in the parts on the rea coaft. The 
fnow is not half [0 deep, neither are the 
hottefl: days in fummer fo fultry. On the 
other hand, the animals in the upper country 
are not [0 libe'rally fupplied with warm 
cloathing, as thofe of the lower country. 
The martins and other peltries of courfe are 
not fo valuable. Nature, who fupplies all her 
children according to their feveral neceffities, 
makes a wide difference in the covering of 
the brute creation, proportioning it to the 
feverity of the weather they have to refift; 
even the partridge in the lower country is 
not neglected; his legs and feet being co
vered with feathers in the fame manner as 

- the body. If a man is frozen in the upper 
country, it is owing to his not having taken 
proper care of himfe1 f; whereas upon the 
fea coail, with every nec~1Tary precaution, 
a. man will frequently have his nofe, face, 
or finger-ends lkinned. 

Th~ heavens, in cold winter nights, do 
. not exhibit that luminous appearance, which, 
as before remarked, is obfervable on the rea 

K 4 coafi; 
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(,:oafi; nor do the {lars aline with that re
fulgent lufire. The Aurora Borealis is 
not 1? common nor fa !'riUiant; the Par
helia and Parafelenes are lefs frequent. 
Fogs in the winter, are unknown; whereas' 
upon the coaft, the [un will be obfcured 
for weeks together; and every tree, &c. to 

leeward, will be encrufied over with this 
unwholefome effiuvia, which th~ cold con
verts into rime. 

In {hort, the two countries will admit of 
no comparifon: one is temperate anq 
healthy" the -land is dry, _ pleafant~ and fer
file in fpontaneous pradur'tions, - and the 
animal creation is various and e:xcellent 
for the fupport of man: in it, a per
[on who could live;! etired, might pafs 
his d1ys with ea[e, content, anJ felicity, and 
if he did not enjoy an uninterrupted ftate 
of health, it would not be the fault of th~ 
air he lived in. 

On the other hand, the lower' country 
is one endlefs bog, where the favage aninlals 
themfelv~s ~re fo~~tim~s conftantly fwampt. 

Th(! 
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The £inefl: [ummer's day will begin with a 
fcorching heat, and terminate \\'ith a cold 
eafierly fea fog. The weather ufually inci
dent to autumn and midfummer, is experi

enced in their different extr~mes during the 

iliort fpace of twelve hours.' The inhabitants 

.frequently fall a prey to the fevt:rity of the 
froft. The whole country furnilht·s but one 
fpecies of qu.ldruped fit for the fupport of 
man; and the Europeans are accurfed with 

an affiitling epidemical difordcr, which they 

very emphatically term the H The Country 

Piftemper ." 

Qf the ANIMALS, esc. of this Country • 

.4 DeJcription of the B U F F A L 0, and 
BUFF ALO POUND. 

OF all the numerous tribes of quadrupeds 

in this extetlllve country, the Buffalo un
doubtedly merits a primary defcription,; not 
only on account of its being the moil: nu.., 

. fllerous~ but likewife for the great utility 
every 
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every part of it might be converted to, if 
ever thjs tract lhould he efiablilhed. 

From the nofe to the root of the tail, a 
full grown male is about ten feet long;- the 
hair on the back is of a brown colour, but on 
the legs, neck, and head is inclinable to black; 
from the lower lip, to the breafr, a tuft of 
hair hangs down about a foot long; on the 
hinder part of the neck is an exuberance of 
flelli, or hunch, which is efieemed the molt 
delicious part of the animal, and which 
much augments an appearance that is at heft 
Plofi: hideous. 

The male Buffalo is exceeding fe;ocious 
when wounded, efpecially in the copulating 
feafon, and frequently proves fatal to the 
Indians themfe1ves. They herd together in 
thofe il,acious plains, which it is probable 
extend to the South Seas. The female ad
mits the male in July, and brings forth in 
the month of March or April following. 
The horns are black, curved inwards, and a
bout a foot long; they fometimes fan off 
from the Old females, but the males retain 

them 
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them to the lafr. ~he weight of a full 
grown male is about one thoufand pounds 
Engliili, and the fieili, at ,leaft of the Cows. 
equally efteemed with our European beef. 
The old Bulls have no hair on them fum
mer or winter, for which reafon they feek 
the woods; yet are neverthelefs fometimes 
frozen in fevere feafons. Altogether, the 
Buffalo is of an appearance truly frightful; 
the Bulls in particular; which the great 
quantity of hair about the head, and the 
lnmch contributes much to augr.nent. 

Should this inland country ever b~ efiab
liilied, and manufacturers fettled therein, 
every part of this animal would turn to ac
count: as for tallow, hides, hair, horns and 

hoofs. They might alfo be tamed to the 

plough; and that with the s-reatell: facility, by 
taking them young in the month of April or 

. May, which a man who is fwift of foot mar 

po without the affill:ance of a horfe. 
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The BUFF ALO POUND. 

The Indians have various ways of killing 

the Buffalo; one of which is by cautiouily 
approaching them when feeding. The hunter 

upon this occafion lies on his belly ~ and will 

fometimes fire his gun forty or fifty times 

without railing the herd. They alfo pur
fue theIn on horfeback, and lhoot them 

with arrows and guns. But the means by. 

which the greateft numbers are taken, is by 
making a pound~ which is confi:ruCled in 
the following manner :-' 

" They are either of a circular or fquare 
form~ and differ accQrding to the manner of 
the nation by whom they are made. The 
{quare ones are compofed of trees laid on. one 

another, to the height of about five feet, 
and about fifty on each fide of the '{quare. 

On that fide at which the animals are in
tended to enter, a quantity of earth is laid, 
to the height of the confi:ruction, fo as to 

form a hill of an eary afcent of about twenty. 
feet. This done, a number of branches of 

trees 
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trees are placed, from each fide of the front, 
in a ftrait line from the raifed hill, for about 
one hundred feet in length, continually in
creafing in width, fo that though the inward 
ends of thefe lines of branches are no more 

more than fifty feet afunder, the exterior end 
will exceed two hundred feet. After this, a 
number of poles, nearly fifteen feet long each. 
are placed at about twelve feet difi:ance from 
each other, with a piece of Buffalo dung on 
the top, and in a ftrait line from the boughs 
abovementioned. At the foot of each pole a 
man lies concealed in a Buffalo {kin, to keep 

the animals in a.fi:rait direCtion to the pound. 
Thefe poles are placed alike on each fide, 

al ways increafing in breadth from one fide to 
the other, and decreafing in the" fame pro
portion as the animals approach the pound. 
Every preparation being now made, three or 
four m~n fet off on foot to find a herd of 
Cows J for the Bulls they think not worth 
their trouble. Thefe they drive eafily along7 

till they arrive within the vicinity of the 
pound, when one man is difpatched to give 
notice to the other Indians, who immediately 
affemble on horfeback on each fide the herd, 

keeping 
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keeping a proper diftance, for feat of fright .. 
cning the animals. By this means they are 
conduCted within the exterior line of poles. 
It frequently happens that they will endea
vour to go out; to prevent which, the men 
who are placed at the foot of each pole, !hake 

their ikins, which drives the herd to the op
pofite fide, where the others do the fame: 
fo that at lail; they arrive at the pound, 
and fall in headI~ng one upon another, fome 
breaking their necks, backs, &cv And now 
the confufion becomes fo great \vithin, that 
though the height of the building !hall not 
exceed five feet, none will make their efcape. 
To elucidate this defcription of the Buffalo-, 
Pound, I have roughly iketched the annexed 

I 

di~gram. 

The MOOSE. 

This animal is numerous, according" to the 
, fituation of places they frequent; and moun
tainous land is ufually made choice of by 
them. The hair is inclinable to black. The 
full-grown Moofe, is about the fize of a 
large horfe, with lofty palmated horns, which 

fall 
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fall off' in December or January. Theyengen
der in the month of September or OCtober, 
bring forth in May, and have from one to 

three at a birth. The Moofe eats no grafs, 
but fubfifis chiefly on the young branches of 
willows and poplars. They are not very 
plenty in the parts I have defcribed, and it 

I 

is but felaom that above two are met with 
in one place. Th~ meat of the Moo[e IS 

juftly efteemed for its excellence. 

The RED DEER. 

The Red Deer is next in fize to the Moofe, 
but it is not equal to it in its delicious fla
vour, on account of the peculiar quality in 
the fat, which turns cold fo very faft, that a 
perfon muil: eat it the infiant it is taken 
from the fire; and even then the mouth is 
fometimes lined with a greafe of the con
fiftence of tallow. The hair is of a reddi{h 

colour. The rofe buds are much efreemed 
by the Red Deer, which, with young wil
lows, poplars, and grafs, conftitute its food. 
The female receives the male, and brings 

forth at the fame time with the Moofe, and 
produces 
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produces one and fometimes twO at a time. 
The horns are not palmated like that animal, . 

but are round, branched and lofty, :l11d fall 
off in March. Thefe animals are very nu

merous in moil: parts of the country, and 
they aiTociate in herds; it is not uncommon 
to find five or fix hundred in a place, but 
they are not to be met with in the open 
fpacious plains where the Buffalos refort. 

JUMPING DEER. 

This animal, though not half the fize, of 
the Red Deer, is not the fmalleft of the fpe
cies. The one under defcription receives its 
name from the fingular manner of its courfe; 
this is by a continual filcceffion of jumps, 
which they perform with amazing celerity, 

fpringing at the difbnce of fifteen or fix teen 
feet at each jump. It is a finall clean-made 
animal, exceeding lively and gay, and is of a 
brown colour intermixed ,vith grey _ hairs. 

Its food confifts of grafs, of the fallen le~lVes 

of the poplar, the young branches of dif

ferent kinds of trees, and the mots adhering 
to the pines. The horns are about two feet 

long, and refemble thofe of the preceding 
animal, 
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animal, except 10 fize; they fall off in the 
, month of April. This handfome animal ruts 

in November, brings forth in M~y, and has 
one and fometimes two at a birth. It is 
needlefs to add that the fleih is delicious. 
There are two kinds of the Jumping Deer, 
one of which has a very !hort tail like the 
reft of the fpecies, whereas the other kind 
has a tail about a foot long, and covered 
with' red hairs. 

ApI s- TO-CH 1 K-O-SH ISH. 

I am not fufficiently converfant iIi the 

fcience of Zoology to give this beautiful ani

mal its proper name in the Englifh language; 
perhaps it has never yet been defcribed in na
tural hifiory. The French people refident in 

there parts, call it the Cu BLANC, from a 
white mark on its rump. A more beauti
ful creature is not to he found in this or per

haps any other country. Extreme delicacy 
of make, and exaCt fimilarityof proportion, 
are obfervable in all its parts. No animal here 
is fo fwift of foot: not the fleeteft horfe or 
dog can approach it. They herd together in 

J..; ]ar~e 
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larg~ droves, but fometimes three or four 

ollly are found in a place. Its horns are not 

oiTified like the other fpecies, nor are they 
branched. Both male and female have them~ 
but they never fall off: they refemble more 

the horns of the Goat than thofe of the Deer 

fpecies. They feed upon moil: kinds of 

gra[s, and the tender twigs of trees. The 
whole length may be about four feet and a 

half; the legs are white and flender; the reft 

of the body of a light red, with a white 
il);1ce on the rump. 

At the Stony Mountain and parts adja

cent, other cornuted animals are found which 
Olre entirely unknown to us here. People 
that I have converfed with on this fubject" 

who have been there, defcribe a kind of 

Goat; and 3lfo an animal which refem bles 

our Sheep, the' horns of the male of which 

bear a gre:: t fimilari ty to thofe of the Ram. 

I have {t.'~n large ladles made of thefe horns, 
fome of w!1ich would contlin two quarts of 

water. "Vithout doubt, if the inland parts' 
were explored by a perfon of ingenuity, many 

u[e{ul difcoveries might be made in every 
. I 

branch of Nature's operations, as well relat-
. 
mg 
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unfortunately thofe merc;mtile gen tlemen who 
have hitherto been fent into this Terra incog

nita have been fo very intent upon the pe
cuniary emolument, arifing from the trade 

they are engaged in, as intirely to neglect 

every effort to obtain a knowledge of the 
country and its produCtions; though fuch 

an undertaking would b~ attended 'with little 

or no expence, and would certainly redound 

much to their honour, if not to their profit. 

l-Iaving given a brief account of fuch of 
the four-footed tribe as contribute to the 

fupport of the in~1Jbitants of the country, it 
will be neceifary to mention the carnivorous 
animals to be met ';\-ith; as c.1fo the amphi

bious ones. Under the former head we have 

Bears, two fpecies of \ Volves, Lynxes, 
Foxes, Wolverins, &c. but as thefe have 

frequently been very particularly defcribed, 
I {hall give but a concife accoun t of each, viz, 

BEARS are of three kinds;-the black, the 
Ired, and the grizzle Bear. The former is 

the leafi: offenfi.\':?, and, when taken young, 
L 2 the 



( J68 ) 

the moil: docile and fufceptible of kind ufage. 

As to the other kinds, their nature is favage 

and ferocious, their power is dangerous, and 

their haunts to be guarded againft. The 

numbers of maimed Indians, to:be feen in this 

country, exhibit a melancholy proof of their 
power over the human fpecies. A Canadian, 
laft fummer had his arm lafcerated in a dread
ful manner by one of thefe deltruCtive ani

mals: yet if a man is mounted upon a good 
hor[e, he may attack one with fuccefs; nor 

will they always fall on a perfon unprovoked. 

They feed upon berries, roots and Beth. 
In [ummer they travel about, but in winter 
they live in a ftate of inanimation in fome re
ce[s under ground, and fultain natur~ by 
fucking their paws. 

WOL VES are exceedingly numerous in this 
inland country; where they find a plentiful 
fubfiftence from the carcafes of wounded Buf
falos, . and others which are left and killed 

by the natives. They are taken in trap~ and 
fnares. The Indians like\vife thoot them in 

the following manner: A Buffalo being 

killed, and cut in pieces over night, the In-

dians 
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dfans appear at the place the next morning 
on horfeback, where they find the Wolves 

10 over-gorged with eating, as to be incapa
ble of retreating, fo that they become an eafy 
prey to the hunters. The vVolf is very vo

racious, and will confume an enormous quan

tity of food in 2 {hort time; but then he will 

go a confiderahle time without. any kind of 

fubfifience whatever. The 1kin becomes in 

feafon about the beginning of December; 

and the winter hair begins to fall off about 
the latter end of March, after the feafon of 

copulation is over. They are not fo large as 
thofe found on the fea {hore at Hudfon's 
Bay, nor are their il.ins fo well covered with 

a warm fur. The Wolves are poiTefied of 
much cunning and addrefs in procuring food: 
in particular they will chace the Red Deer 

in a direCt courfe to a precipice, when that 

creature being on full fpeed, and not forefee

ing its danger, falls down with great force, 
and is inevitably killed, or preven ted from 

making his efcape. 

LYNXES are fometimes met with in the 

upper country, hut fo rarely that I cannot wit!l 

L 3 any 
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any propri~ty rank it among the quadrupe4 

inhabitants of it~ 

FOXES are not found here in [uch plenty 

pr variety as on the rea coaft, and it is,need
lefs to add, that the fur is pf an inferior 

quality. There is a fpecies of [mall Red 

Foxes here which is not an inhabitant of 
thefe frigid regions. They fubfifi on mice~ 
and any kind of carrion which the [agacity of 
their fmell may guide them to. The frecl1n~ 
dity of the Fox is remark8.ble, notwithfiand

ing which, they are not numerous. 

WOL VE R INS are fcarce in thefe parts. Thj~ 

beaft is as much addicted to peculation and 
cunning as any of the carnivorous animals 
whatever. He choofes rather to attempt the 

defiruction of the trap than to enter into it~ 
No Indian hoards of provifions are [ecure 
from his difcovery. lIe afcends t:ees with 
the greateft facility; and if he is not able to 
deftroy the whole of the repofitory, he will 
hide the reft in as many places a~ there are 
pieces in the hoard. 

Ijuft 
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I jufi: mention thefe animals, rather to fig
nify that they are natives of this country, 
than to attempt a defcription of them, which 
is already well known. For the fame reafon 
it is neceffary to add, that the Fiilier, Martin, 
IvIink, Badger, American and Alpine Hares, 

Ground and Wood Squirrels, Ermines, Mu!k 
,Rats, &c. are found here. 

The amphibious animals are Beavers and 

Otters. The ingenuity of the former in 
building their houfes, flopping the current 
of rapid Creeks, and felling large trees, can
not be fufficiently admired. The Beaver is 
of a very docile difpofition, and \vhcn taken 
young and properly brought up, may be made 

to difcover a very faithful and affectionate re

gard for his keeper. I once poffeffed a young 
male which, after a month's keeping, would 
follow me about like a dog; and when I 
had been abfent from him for a couple of 
hours,' he would {hew as much joy at my 
return as one of the canine fpecies could poi:' 
fibly do. It was embarked on board a ihip 
jn Hudfon's Bay, and arrived in England; but 

L 4 was 
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was foon after killed by an- Efquimaux dog, 

which was likewife fent home as a curiofity. 

B I R D S local and migratory. 

Thofe who win ter with us, are a few 
fpecies of the Hawk and Owl genus, the 
Butcher-bird, the Magpye, and Raven, the 
Pheafant and two kinds of Partridges: 
but where I wintered we had not any of 
the Ptarmigans which are fo numerous 011 

the fea-coaft of Hudfon's Bay. A few of 
them are however to be found more to the 
fouthward, though of a diminutive fize . . 

The country being fo well ftored with 
animals of the larger kind, to fupply its inha~ 
bitants with food, it is but feldom the fea
thered game are difturbed. N otwi thftanding 
which they are far from being numerous: 

and what is very rem~rkable, and exhibits 
at once the foftering hand of the God of 
nature, is-That in thofe parts of the coun

try, where the larger animals are the moil: 
rare, Partridges, Rabbets, &c. are in the 
greateft plenty; wqereas in thofe parts where 

\he 
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the MooCe, -Deer, and Buffalo are innumera-
ble, [carce any are to be found. 

In the month of April birds of paiTage 
begin to vifit thefe countries. Of the mi

gratory tribe the Eagle is the firft feen, and 
from which the month of March takes its 
name among the N e-heth-aw-a Indians. 

There are two fpecies of fwans. Geefe 
are in- all the variety to be found in any other 
country; 'as the large Grey-gooie, Canada 
Geefe, Snow Geefe, Laughing Geefe, [.:.c. 

Ducks, Loons, and every other kind of 
aquatic pirds that are to be met with ill 

America, are likewife found ~lerc. 

An ornithological def2rirtion of thefe dif
ferent fpecics would not only intrude upon 
my daily avocations, but is an undert~l ing to 

-which I candidly acknowledge my aGllities 
are not adequate. All I _ have propofed to 
myfelf in committing thefe remarks to pa
per, is to inform thole who wiiJ} to be in
formed, that the inland parts of Rudfon's 

:Bay is a fine country i-is amply fupplied by 
nature 
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Nature with mofi: things fufficient for the 

ftlP~'Clrt of man and beafi:, either in a wan

derir~g or fettled fiate,-and that it is a part of 

the world 'Vvhich has long, too long, been 

pe.;kc:ed by thefe whofe duty to their coun

try, ought to have urged them to explore it. 

If this had been done, manifold would have 

been the advantages which would have re
fuIted from their laudable refearches. Had 

this o:.>:n done, the diftance to the fouthern 

OCe3!1 long e're th~s might have been afcer

tained ;-alliances have been formed with un

known nations of Indians ;-the produCtions 

of the coun try been known ;-and perhaps the 
certlinty of a north-wefi: paifage developed. 

Among the birds of paffage, who viiit 
us in the fpring are many of the fmall vocal 
kind; \',;-;ich for beauty and divcrfity of plu .. 

mage, and the fweetnefs of their notes, may 
vie with thofe of more hofpitable climes. 

many of thefe little fongllers I have never 
feen any where eIfe. I believe we have fc
vera} non-defcripts, and perhaps fame which 

are peculiar to this country in the fummer. 

Among 
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Among the rarely-found birds here, the 
fIumming Bird deferves a plaec. 

F ISH. 

All the fifh we were able to procure in 
~he winter were caught in lakes, but in the 
{pring of the year, the river is known to a
bound with exquifite Sturgeon. Tho[e 

taken in the lakes were Jack, Guiniads, 
Perch, and a very bony fiili termed by the 
Engliih in thefe parts a fucker; all which 
are excellent in their kinds. The method 
of fiiliing in the winter feafon, when nature 
is bound up by the durable chains of intenfe 

froft, is by letting down a net under the 
ice, which is done without much difficulty, 
even though the ice fllOuld be fix feet thick. 

An excellent fifll in tafte, and in appear

ance much like a Herring, was caught in the 

river with a hook and line in great numbers. 

On the whole, fifn are not fo numerous in 
the inland parts, as in thofe waters which 

join to the fea: however, if the finny crea

tion are [carce, nature has made up for this , " 

deficiency 
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ddiciency by fupplying a redundancy of the 
larger animals, which furniih both food and 

raiment for the inhabitants of the country. 

Of the I~ D I AN s, their ClIJioms, &c. 

The Indians who come to our Trading

.houfes in the parts before defcribed, are the 
only ones we have any acquaintance with, and 
even our knowledge of thefe, it mufi be 
owned, is very imperfecr. Thofe who have 
hitherto refi.ded here, have been too much 
aCtuated by the impetuous defire of accumu
lating wealth, to allot a fmall portion of their 
time to the advancement of ufeful know-
1edge, and indeed, to fpeak the truth, I have 
not yet met with one who had any more 
ingenuity dIan inclination to apply himfelf 
to a fubjeet which had no immediate prof
peet of advancing his pecuniary concerns. 

On the other, or wefiern fide of the Stony 

Mountain are many nations of Indians, ut

t~rly unknown to us, except by Indian in
forIIlation, which we cannot enough rely on 

to 
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to juflify us in advancing for facts, what 

may, perchance, be founded in error and 
mifreprefentation. All I can fay for certainty 
is, that a principal nation of thefe' Indians is 
known to us by the name of the Snake In
dians. That all the other Indians we have 
received an account of go to war againfr 
them every [ummer. In thefe war excur
fions many female flaves are taken, who are 
fold to the Canadian traders, and taken down 

to Canada; con trary to the maxims of the 
Hud[on's Bay people, who never buy them 
nor give any encouragement to this kind of 

traffic. It may be faid that this commerce 
encourages the Indians to make war on each 
other for the fake of felling the captures: 
but this is not the cafe. It is no more in 

the power of the traders to hinder them 
from going to war, than it is of the Go

vernor. of Michilimacinac, who does all in 

his power annually to prevent it: and as for 

the captives they are rather happy in the 
change than otherwife; for if the conquerors 
had -no profpect of making a profit by them, 
they would be all kil1ed when taken; but by 

being conveyed to Canada they are taught 
the 
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the principles of religion, and become ufeful 

members of fociety. 

That there are European traders fettled 

among the Indians from the other fide of the 

Continent is without a doubt. I myfelfhave 
feen horfes with Roman capitals hurnt in their 
flanks with a hot iron. I likewife once faw 

a hanger with Spaniih words engraved on the 
blade. Many other proofs have been obtained 

to convince us that the Spaniards on the op .. 

pofite fide of the Continent make their inland 

perigrinations as well as ourfelves; but I have 
have been told by one of thefe flave women, 

that it is not pelt~y they come principally in 
quell: of. 

Thofe Indians from wh0m the Pel tries 

are obtained are known to us by the follow
mg names, VIZ. 

The Ne-heth-aw-a I1Zdians~ 
'Ibe AjJznne-poetuc Indians. 
The Fall Indians. 
The Suffie Indians. 
'Ibe Black-fet'! Indians. 
'Ihe Paegan Indians. 
The Blocd Indians ~ 
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Of the NE-HETH-AW-A h;.j~'ilS. 

This, is the name they give to themfe! ves, 
and their language. They are [catter€d over 
a very extenhve country, for which reafon 

they do not appear to be numerous, but 
were the different tribes to' be collected, this 
nation would hold much' gF'."~:;i~juccce 
among the others th~:l th f)' fcem.' ~0 ~c).
I am of opinio;" th"t tll': Ochir.1'.\'~l Indian~" 
defcribed by C.u',r.:r, and inh:::Lilin.; the 
countries to the fouth-e::l~.\',-J~J, fprung ~f0m 

the fame original ftock with the I:--r e-r~eth

aw-as. The' great affinity of their iclll~.lL:g.~ 

feems to confirm this conjeClure; for a 
perion acquainted with the principL::s of 

one language, can without cli;;i.:.:.J1ty make 
himfelf underfrood to thofe \'.'ho lptak the 
other. Thefe two nations h~'.vc alv;})'5 Dell 

in ftriCl: alliance with each other, <ild r,--_~.;jy 

of the Ochipawas live in a promifcl1ous man
ner among the Ne-heth-aw-as, and upon '/cr.\." 
friendly terms v:lth them, th~ir country 

being infinitely fuperior to many of their 
northern Ilei :.']J bours, who inhabit a much 

~, 

d 
. 1 colder track, an are poor III t.1e extreme. 

Of 
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Of all the different nations in thefe parts, 
whom the Europeans have found out to vend 
their commodities to, the one under defcrip
tion is become "the moil: familiar. Their 
country being the loweft down on the river 
I have mentioned before, they have been the 
longeft acquainted with us, and confequently 

they are the moil debauched, ipervated, and 
corrupted. For, as I have more than on<;:e 
obferved, . we have hitherto wofully expe- . 
rienced that the favage race ~ave always ac
quired'more bad qualities than good ones 
from their intercourfe with Europeans.
This nation in partiGubr become .annually 
more difficult to deal with. Fraud, cnnning, 
Indian fineffe, and every concomitant vice, is 
praCtifed by them, from the boy of twelve 
years of age, to the decrepid and infirm old 
man of four-fcore. Nothing is more ap
plauded py them than fuccefsful peculation. 
Drunkennefs and theft are diftinguiihed ac
compliihments among all the nations; but this 
people frands foremoft as the moil: degenerate. 

It muft, however, be underftood, that the 
fo:-e3oing general outline of the Indian cha

raCter 
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raeter relates more particularly to their over ... 

reaching in trade; for where that is not con

cerned, you will find infiances of honefiy 
and fidelity among them which would do 
honour to a people governed by the wifefi 
laws, and refirained from the commiilion of 

every enormity by the forc~ of religion. 

If the Savage commits murder, robbery, 

or any other crime of an injurious nature" 
the pangs of a guilty confcience may probably 
upbraid him with the perpetration of the faCt; 

yet he is fo far from fearing corporal danger 

from tha~ fociety whofe peace he has dif
turbed, th:1t he will range through the ,'vilds 

of tl pathlcfs country, and feek a fubfifience 

in whatever part he choofes, without fear of 

retaliation; for the country beIng extenfive, 
he finds out a fpot to live in ,unmolefted, 

where the offended party cannot, or dare not, 

go in q ueft of him. 

This infl:ance of Savage liberty is jufr men

tioned to exemplify to us that though tht) 

Indian is guilty of taking away the life of 

a fellow creature, though he glories in the 

~ommiffion of dexterous theft, and will with· 
M out 



( 182 ) 

.out remorfe e~:::rcife every injufiice on his 
neighbour with impunity; yet, as he is not 
rel1:rained by divine or human laws from 
thefe acts of outrage, nor does the idea of 
temporal and eternal punifhment excite com
punCtion in his mind, furely thefe enormities 
are not of fo deep a dye as if committed by 
a man, whofe mind is enlightened, and 

• 
who is fuppo[ed to have a more juft fenfe of 
the claims of fociety and the injunctions of 

religion. 

As J cannot too deeply imprefs the idea,. 
I muil: again repeat that the greateft peft ever 
ient into any country to render miferable its 
devoted inhabitants, never could exceed the 
deftruCtive introduction of fpirituous liquors 

an:ong the Indians. Almoft every imper
feCtion of their natures, and every mifery they 
undergo, may be traced up to this baneful 
fountain. It is, during the time of inebri
ation that the murderer lifts the bloody knife,. 
or tomohawk,. againft the parent or friend; 
it is, during this temporary madnefs, that 
long. paiTed injuries and forgotten jealoufies 
are recalled from oblivion; it is during this 
fatal intoxication, that orphans-and widows. 

are 
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are made friendlefs, and the only fupport ot 

a large family laid low in an infiant. Their 

unconquerable attachment to fpirituous liquors 

keeps them in endlefs poverty; for to obtain 

it they even fell the miferable cloathing off 
their backs. 

It is to be lamented that this evil fcem5 
rather to gain ground than otherwife; and 
can never be effectually remedied, but by the 

concurrence of the Traders conjointly. It 
would certainly be a laudable undertaking; 

and the advantages reverting to themfelves 

fi·om it would be manifold. Their property 
and fervants would be more fecure, the In
dians by increafing in numbers would pro
cure a greater quantity of {kins, and the wars 

which ufually fubfift between the different 
Tribes, would be lefs frequent and bloody. 

As a remarkable inilance of the honefty :lnd 

Jidelity which is yearly experienced from thefe 

Indians, I mention the following.-TheHud

fon's Bay traders who take up goods into the 

interior parts, annually, have occafion to em
ploy Indians, as well in carrying up the ar-

:\1 2 ti~les 



tides they barter with the natives, as in 
conveying down the furs purchafed the l)re

ceding year. 

An Indian with his wife will embark in 

his canoe four packs or pieces of fixty or 

feventy 'pounds each; which he takes down 
through rivers :and lakes unfrequented, and 

known perhaps only to himfelf. In doing 
this it often happens that no other canoe is 
In company, aI1d he canfequenily has the 
faireft opportunity pollible of going off 
with the property committed to his care, 
which probably would enable him to live in 
affluence for years to come. N or would 

there be any pOi1ibility of the owners difco

vering his retreat if he chootes to abfcond. 
And yet, notwithftanding the temptation is 
io great, after a trial of fifteen years, it is a 
weil-known f~c:t, that not an infiance has 

tranfpired of any embezzlement being made: 
on the contrary, the whole of thefe little 
cargoes are delivered lip with as much 

punCtuality, as if their future welfare de

pended on their hone1ty. The only reward 

for this fingular fervice, which is a very 

coniderable faving to the Compa~y, is the 

value 
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value of fix beaver {kins, paid for each pack 
or piece, and the further gratification of a 

fmall quantity of Engliili brandy; which 
. they receive on their arrival at the fettlement. 

The Indians in the interior country are well 

made, and well featured.; they are of a copper 

complexion, and few difiorted or deformed 

objeB:s are found among them. Their con
ftitutions are naturally hale and diforders few. 
The Venereal difeafe is k:1own to them, but 
the malady is not fo virulent as in our hemi

fphere; and it is eafily overcome with roots of 
their own difcovery which they apply thcm
felves. I have not yet heard of any dying of 
the diforder. They are more inclined to be 
of a lean habit of body than otherwife; a cor .. 
pulent Indian is a much greater curiofity than 
a fober one. This may in a great meafure be 
imputed to th6 wandering ftate of life they 

lead, which requires much action, and fre .. 

quent change of fituation. 

They are very friendly to thofe who act 

with propriety towards them.; efpecially 
when far diftant from the Trading-holltes. 

M 3 Every 
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Every winte"r the fervants of the Traders will" 
be fcattered all over the country among dif
ferent bands, and come in to their employers 
in the fpring, without the leaft violence being 
offered to their perfons or effeCts. 

An Indian's drefs is compofed of a pair 
of frock-jngs made of leather, drefi: fine and 
pliable like 1hammy; a fort of loofe jacket; 
with ileeves of the fame kind; and over all 
he throws a drell: Buffalo {kin or a blanket; 
The hair of the young men is tied in different 
forms, and their faces fometimes painted ac-' 
cording to their different fancies, but the 
men advanced in years, feldom paint their 
face, or tye their hair. The drefs of the . 
women differs not very materially from that 
of the men. \Vhen they. can get cloth, they 
n:Jke a pair of thort frockings of it, alfo a 

kind of clofe coat· and f1eeves of the fame, 
with a blanket or Buffalo {kin over all. Caps 
are very feldom worn either by male or fe
male; but a drei't Fither or Otter [kin is fre
quently put round the heads of the men, the 
major par~ of which hangs down the .back. . 

The 
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The young men employ the greate1l: part 
of their time in the care of their horfes, and 

in drefs and play. The country being to 
fuperabundantly ftlpplied with animals for 

food, little of their time is required to pro

cure it. In the fummer feafon they either go 
to make war on their enemies, or fiay at 
home in a fiate of eafe and inaction. 

In their war excudions, the old men, wo

men and children fray behind in a place of 

[afety; while the younger part of the tribe 
cautioufly approach the confines of their ene
my's country. During their apprmch they 
make no fir2s, for fear of their adverfaries dif .. 

covering the fmoke; and the), travel more , 
in the night than in the day, that the dark-

nefs m~~y favour their attack. 

'iVhen the encampment of the enemy is dif
covered, they lie in ambufh for the remainder 
of that day, and \vhen they [uppofe all \VLlpt 
up iOn Deep, the flaughter is began with a fe

rocity that Indian fury could alone infpire. 

Men, women and children all fall promifcu
puny to fatiate the warrior's revenge, and 

M 4 compenfate 
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compenfate the 10fs of deceafed friends; 
none are fpared but young girls, who are 
taken captive and fold to the Canadian Tra,.., 

ders" and become thereby more happy than 

their flaughtered parents had ever been. 

Notwithftanding the warrior ufes fo much 

addrefs to find his enemy unprepared, yet it 
fometimes happens that he is difcovered, and 
a [afe retreat becomes impracticable. In this 
dilemma both parties fight with great bravery" 

each fide being provided with coats of mail, 
made of many folds of drefi leather, which 
are impenetrable to the force of arrows: they 

have alfo ihields, made of undrefi Buffalo 
hides, which they lhift abou~ in the time of 
action with admirable dexterity and 1kill. 

If but one man is killed, the engagement is at 
an end, and the lofing party betake themfe~yes 
to flight, to lament their lofs a~ leifure. Some 
campaigns are wholly employed in fiealing 
horfes, and in committing depredations on 
each others property; but the invader often 
pays with his life for his temerity. . 

Their 



Their horfes are of great fervice to the 
Indians in thefe expeditions, and are much 
efieemed by them. Many of the men thew 
more affeCtion for their hor[es than for their 
wives. The hor[es bred here are varioufly 
coloured, like our Englilh horfes, and 
about the fize of thOle found in the north 
of Scotland and the Scottilh if1es. They were 
originally imported by the Spaniards on the 
wefiern fide of the Continent, and it is but 
lately that they have become common among 
the Nehethawa Indians. Many broils and 
animofities among the natives, originate 
from a defire of being in poffeffion of thefe 
animals. One party generally commences 
JlOftilities by fiealing the hor[es of their ad
verfaries, and they in return retaliate; fo 
that at length a mutuJI refentment takes 
place, and war becomes ab101utcly neceffary • 

. The religious ideas entertained by the In .. 
dians of thefe parts, like thofe before de-

fcribed~ appear to be very abftruie and con
fufed. They feem to a~low of a Supreme 
:aeing who dwells above, and whom they 
fupPQfe to be the author of every bleffing 

. they 
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they enjoy. They do not however invoke 
him to proteCt them, for they fay he is too 
good to caufe them any harm. On the 
other hiind, the evil fpirit they admit of, is 

l1eld by them in abhorrence and fear. They 
imagine that through his-- malevolence and 
contrivances, they are perpetually haunted 
by misfortunes; and they conceive, that he 
grudges them whatever they enjoy. They 
therefore will not partake of any thing they 
fet a value on, without firft throwing a part 
into the fire for the evil fpirit. Many other 
fuperfiitious ideas are very prevalent amongft 
them; but they are too £Imple to merit 
notice. The undulating motion of the Au
rora Borealis, is fuppofed by them to be their 
departed friends, who are rejoicing in the 
regions of the blelTed. From this idea they 
Jeem to have apprehenfions of a future flate. 

The Nehethawa Indians, like the tribes 
before mentioned, meafure numbers by de
cads, as one ten, two tens, three tens, &c. 
and 49 would be exprelTed by faying 4 tens 
and 9, or 5 tens wanting one. 
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They divide the year into thirteen moons, 

which are all expreffive of fame remarkable 
event at the time. The firft moon in the 
following lift came in on the 12th of De
cember 1784, and was called by them 
Pou-arch-e-kin-e-l1jiCh .-It is [0 named 

from the wind blowing the bruih from 
the pine tree. 

Ke-fha-pelhem-or the Old Moon. 
Me-ke-fu-a-pefbem-or the Eagle Meon; 

f~om thefe birds appearing about this 
time. 

Nis-cau-pefhem-or the Goofe 1\:100n. 
a.·theck-a-peihem-or the Frog Moon; 

the frogs beginning to croak about this 

time. 
O-pin-e. ou-wa-o- pelhem - [0 called on 
. account of birds laying their eggs about 

this time. 
0-bas-ka-wa-ho-a-pe111cm-on account of 

young birds being fledg<..d at this time. 

O-pus-ko-a-pelhem-on acc:::mnt of birds 

molting their leathers. 
0-po- ho·a-peiliem-on ;{ccoun t of birds tak

~ng their flight about this time. 
. O-noch· 
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O-noch-a-ha-to.a.pefhem-on account ot 
all the animals of the deer kind rutting 
at this time. 

O .. poon-a-ha·to.a-pefhem-on account of 
the rutting feafon being over. 

Cus-cut-t,\-no.a-pel'hem-on account of 
the rivers freezing at this time. 

A-theck-a-p::u-a-pelhem-on account of 
the cold caufing rime to adhere to the 
trees.. (. 

This Indian method of computing time 
is very palpably founded in error, and can
not be made to anfw~r to our year, or ,twelve 
callender months, which brj,ng round ~he 
year exactly. Whereas the Indian compu
tation by moons falls ihort eleven days; con~ 
fequently the moon which app.:ared on the 
12th of December 1784, would ;tppear 
about the firft of that month in the follow
ing year, and fo on, having annually a re-
trograde motion of eleven days. \Vhether 
it be to remedy this, or, what is more pro
bable, that they really think the year con'"! 
fills of thirteen Iunations, -certain it is, 
they thrufi in another moon. They do not, 

howev~r~ 
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however, agree among themfelves, relati~e 

to the number of days each moon contains. 

The language of thefe people is conci[e, 
fmooth, and infinuating; and [0 copious, 
that by one word, they will exprefs an idea, 
which would require three or four words ~o 
.explain it, in the French or Englilh tongues. 
A fufficiency is Coon acquired to make onefelf 
underftood, but to fpeak it with a tiuent 
propriety, requires time and attention. 

Juglers and itinerant doCtors are held in 
great reputation and reverence by the Indi
ans' who· impute to divine infpiration, the 
bungling performance of a few legc:rdemain 
tricks. It is not uncommon for thefe j ug
lers to pretend to dive into the abyf~ of fu
turity; to foretel the [uccefs of a war ex
pedition; and very gravely to point out the 
place where the enemy are to be found. 
Thefe gentry are always potfelfed of more 
property than the others, everyone making 
them pre[ents for adminiflering their medi
cines, which confift of a variety of pow .. 
dered roots, &c. The bag in which the holy 

medicine 
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medicine is depofited, is held In particular 

veneration, and it would be an unpardonable 
facrilege for any woman to touch it; for 
which reafon the men in their journies bear 

themfelves the facred repofitory. 

Some of thefe curious performers of de
ception will pretend to lay eggs. and fwal
low wooden pipe fiems, as large as walking 

flicks. They will ten you very ferioully, that 

they are able to m~ke rum, tobacco, doth, 

&c. but whenever we put their dexterity to 
the trial, we always difcovered the decep
tion. \Ve too!;:. care always not to let them 
know that we had done (0, for fear of lower
ing them in the eO:eem of their credulous 
followers, which would have been very 
mortifying to the ingenious performer. 

I t is now time to f:ly fomething of the 
other nations in the liO:; but the account I 
have to give muO: be very concife, as we 
are almoft unacquainted with their cufioms 
con11itlltions, &c. Our knowledge of the 
Nehethawas, as I hinted before, being the 
mofi: perfeCt, the preceding account is more 

particularly 
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particularly applied to that nation. The 
whole of the' information I have been able 
t~ o~,~ain in regard to the reft, is too fuper
n.cial to induce me to attempt a minute de
fcription of them. 

ASSINNEE POETUC. 

This nation is thus named by the preced
ing one, which fignifies in their language, 
the Stone Indians. In the maps of North 
America, . where the refidence of thefe in
cognita is faid to be, a nation of Indians is 
marked down, called the AffinneboiIs; and 
this is the name by which the Canadian 
French, frill continue to call them. But 
it is a certain faCt, that when the French 
poffeffed Canada, they never named any na
tion of Indians with propriety. The 1aft 
defcribed people they termed Crees; but their 
reafon for doing [0 is only known to them
felves, unlefs it was from the Ochipewas 

calling the~ Crifiineaux; which may pro

bably be the cafe. 

The 
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The nation under defcription is a detached 
tribe from the N audawilTees on the river 
MiHiffippi, mentioned in Carver's Travels, 

who anciently feparated from the general 
flock, on account of fome intefiine commo .. 
tion. At prefen t thefe tribes are declared ene
mies to each other; yet their language, 
from the befl information, has undergone 
no material alteration. The Affinee Poetuc 
are pretty numerous, and are fcattered over 
a gre:lt extent of country_ They bring many 
peltries to the traders, and are a principal 
fupport to the commerce. - A large party of 
there Indians ufed to go down annually to 
York Fort on the coafl: of Hudfon's Bay J 

but {ince the Hudfon's Bay and Canada. 
traders have penetrated fo far inland, they 
are to~ well fupplied with the things thef 
want, ort the (pot, to perfotIti a voyage fa 
long, and attended with fo many irtcotiveiii
encie~. In thofe days, however, they were)' 
much better off' than' they are at prefent ; 
as they, like too many other tribes, are de
generating daily, through the frequent uk ot 
fpirituous liq llors, and other debaucheries. 

Thef~ 
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'thefe Tndians have always been in {triB: al

liance with the N ehethawas. 

FALL INDIANS. 

This nation is thlls named by us, and h~" 

the N ehetha Via Indians, from their inhabiting 

a country on the Southern branch of the 

i'iver, where the rapids are frequent. As 

they are not very numerous, and ha \'e a 

hadh, gutteral language peculiar to them

fel ves, I am induced to think they are a 

tribe that Ius detached itfelf from 10,';1'.': 
difbnt nation, with which we are not J ~ 

yet acquainted. 

I n this people another infiance occurs c,f' 

the impropriety \vith which the Canadian

French name the Indians. They call them 

gros ventr,'J, or big- bellies; and that \vith
out any "fearon, as they are as comely and 
as well made as any tribe whatever; and are 

very far from being renurkable for their 

corpulency. 

They 
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They feern not yet to be initiated into' the' 

manner of hunting beavers, dreffing the 
!kins, and killing the fmall pel tries, for 
they bring nothing to us but wolves, which 
they take by a variety of contrivances. 

Though we have interpreters fbr all the 
other Indian languages, none as yet have 
been' able to attain a competency of this to 
make themfel yes underfiood ; and the gene
l:al me~nod of converfing,. is by fpeaking 
the Black-foot tongue, which is agreeableJ" 
J nJ. {oem acquired. 

'Tb:! SUSEE INDIANS. 

Though this n:ation have a language in· 
tirely to them[elves, and which no others can . 

. learn, they are very fow in number, being no 
more than a [mall tribe which has feparated 
from the main body, and now harbour in 
forne 'country about the Stony Mountain, 
,,·here they, keep to themfelves, for not many 
have as yet appeared at any of the trading
h()1I1~'3. Thofe who occafionally vifit us are a 

crafty 
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crafty deceiving fet, much given to th~ft and 
intoxication. Though their tribe is fmall; 

they cannot live in amity with their neigh
bours; for the laft fummer, a number of 
them fell upon. an encampment of Blood 

lndians, whom they were at peace with, 

and moft of the men being abfent, they 
inhumanly butchered feveral women and 
children, which it was expected would be 
feverely revenged the fidl: opportunity, 

Thefe Indians are lazy and improvident ~ 
they bring us very few pel tries, and thofe 
~l drea, Wolves {kins are their ~hief com

modity, Their women are the molt or
dinary of any I have feen, but they are all 
liberal of their favours, when a perfon 

has wherewithal to pay for them. They 
retain a clofe alliance with ~he Nehetha\\!as, 
rather to profit by their protection; than for 
any mutual efieem, fubfifting between them. 
Their language is equally difagreeable and 
difficult to learn i it rather refembles the 

confufed cackling of hens, than the rx
preffioll of human ideas; yet one of our 
interpreters has attained a fufficiency of it 

N 2 to 
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to anfwer the purpofe of trading with 

them. 

Tbe BLACK-FOOT, PAEGAN, and BLOOD 

INDIANS. 

Thefe Indians, though divided into the 
above three tribes, are an one nation, fpeak 
tile fame language, and abide by the fame 
laws and cufioms .. For what reafon they 
are thus denominated, I have not been able 
to difcover, but they go by no other name 
among the Nehethawas. They are the. 
Hlofi: numerous and powerful nation we are 
acquainted with; and by living on the bor
ders of the ,enemies country, are the prin
cipal barrier to prevent their incurfions. 
War is more familiar to them than the other 
nations, and they are by far the moft for

midable to the common enemy of the whole. 
In their inroads into the enemies country, 
they frequently bring off a number of horfes, 
which is their principal inducement in going 
to war. 

There 
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Thefe people are not fo far enervated by 
the ufe of fpirituous liquors, as to be flaves 
to it; when they come to trade they drink 
moderately, and buy themfe1ves nece1Taries 
for war, and domelhc conveniences. They 
annually bring a good quantity of ikins 
to the traders, but a grea~er number by 
far of wolves. All thefe tribes have a 

I 

cullom peculiar to them[elves, which is the 
cutting off the joints of their fingers, be
ginning with the little finger, and taking 
off a joint as often as fuperfiition prompts 
them. I have not been able to learn for 
certain the caufe of this fin'gular cuil:om, 
nor did I ever obferve any but the old men, 
that had their fingers thus mutilated. 

They behave very friendly to thofe of our 
people who pafs the winter with them, and 
none of them have as yet received any in
jury under their proteCtioa either in their 
per[ons or effec-ls. The people of this na
tion will eat no kind of water-fowl, am

'phibious animal, or fifll. Their chief fub
fifiance is the Belli of buffaloes, the deer 
fpecies, and likewife vegetables. T~eir lan-

N 3 guage 
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guage is not very grateful to the ear ot a 
.(l:ran5er, but when learnt, is both agree
~ble' and expreffiye. 

I have been at fome pains to procure a 
fpecimen of the languages of the aforemeIl
tioned nations, and have fucceeded in all, 
except that of the Snake-Indians. The an
nexed table may perhaps be acceptable to 
thofe who are curious in that line. The ex
aCt orthography of the words, according 
to an Engliihman's pronunciation, may be 
depended on, having received them with 
great care, from the mouths of the natives 
themfel n:;s. 

It fhikes me as a matter of no fmall cu
riofity to obferve the multiplicity of genuine 
Indian languages to be met with in this 
we!lern hemifphere; perhaps not half of 
them are mentioned in the given fpecimen. 

1 know of other tribes to th_e fouth-eafiward 
and northward of us, who fpeak other lan
guages, but have not been able to obtain cer
tain intel1igence of them. 

~eforc:; 
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A SPECIMEN of fundry INDIAN LANGU AGES {poken In the 1nland Parts of HUDSON's BAY, between that Coa!l: and the Coafi: of 

CAL I FOR N I A. 

Englifu Names. 

------------
An Eye 
A Pai r of Stockings 
11 Shir t 
A K nife 
A Tobacco-pipe 
J\ lh t 
A Pair of Shoes 
T obacco 
A R abbit 
A Gun 
Brandy or Rum 
G unpowder 
Ball 
A Hatchet 
A File 
A. Dog 
F ire 
Anarrow 
\ Bow 

A P ot 
Be:tds 
Cloth 
A }!orfe 
A Kettle 
t:i hot 
'\11 Tee Chi zze1 
A Handkerchief 
A Scrapc:r 
A Comb 
A Pair of Mittins 
Pain t, i.e. Vermillion 
An Awl 
R ings 
A Powder Horn 
One 
Two 
Three 
Fo ur 
F ive 
S lX 

Seven 
E igh t 
Nine 
'fen 

N e-h eth-a-wa, or 
Ka-lif- te-no. 

Ske-fuic 
:\1 e-tas 
Pau-pau-ke-wi-an-a-fau-gi 
Mo-eo-man 
Wuf-pwog-an 
fa- tuf-tin 
Mef- ke-fin -er 
Shcef- tem-mou 
Wau-pus 
Paf-ke-fa-gan 
,sku-ta-wap-pue 
Kaf-ka-tew 
M o-fwor-finnee 
Chic-a-ka-gan 
Kif- kim-man 
At-tim 
Scu- ta 
At-tuce-er 
Au-chap-pey 
Mi n-ne-quog-an 
Me-ke-fuc 
Man -ne- to-a-gan 
Mif-tut-tim 
Vf-keek 
Af-fin-nee 
Af-fif-wy 
Tap-pif-cog-gan 
Man-ne-twe-as 
Sic-co-hoan 
Ef-tif-ue 
O -thum-min 
V ce-katch-ie 
At-ehan-is-uc 
Pe-che-pe-quon 
Pi-ac 
Ne-fuu 
Nif-to 
Na-oll 
Ne-an-an 
V n-coot-a-wa1h-ic 
Ta-pu-co 
J -ay-nan-na-ou 
Ke-ea.t-me-tar-tuc 
Metartut 

Af-fi n-e-po-e-mc, or 
Stone Indians. 

.I!ler 
Uce-ker 
U - ke-no-fis- o-bun 
Meen 
Chu :1.-nobe 
Wa p- pau 
[-lump 
Chan-dee 
Muf- tinge 
Chu-tung 
Min-ne-wong 
Chock-ney 
Jan-jude 
Oce-o-pa 
Yume 
Shong 
Pate 
Wau-hin-dip 
In-tar-feep 
Emin-e-ar-ta-ki 
O-ay 
Shin-nunte 
Shu-gar- tung 
Cha-ger 
Mug-ga-chude 
Pit-ta-hay 
Nump-imb 
Wau-hin-dig 
Im-bar-gidge 
N vIn-pin-dib 
Wau-fuus 
Tar-hifp 
N um-fo-kin-dar 
Tau-hay 
O-jin 
Nomb 
Yar-min 
Tope 
Starpt 
Sharp 
Shar-co 
Shark-noh 
N am-pe-chonk 
Wee-kee-chem 

Fall Indians. 

----'--- -----
N un -nee-fo-on 
N 1I n-nor- tor 
, e-weed- thu -it 
Warth 
Pe-chou-on 
T i-n-it-te-ter 
N ub·o-on-er 
Cheef-ou-on 

Cutf-i-er 
Nuts 
Hidth-er 
Cutf-i-er-notee 
Oh-en-oree 
Oh-er-er 
Hudtll-er 
U -fit -ter 
Vtce-ee 
Bart 
In -au-un 
Can-ar-ti-u 
N au-odth-i-u 
Wau-ce-hoth 
Ma-j a-a- tian-au 
Cha-chu-chi-o-noche 
T hou-wau 
Same as fuirt 
Won-ut 
Char-i-uh-ay 
Node-tho th 
N a-olth-i-cr-in -o 
Bay 
Tha-ith-e-te-an 
Ne-nis 
Kar-ci 
Neece 
Narce 
Ne-an 
Yau-tune 
N e-te-ar-tuee 
N e-far-tuce 
N ar-fwar-tuce 
An-har-be-twar-tuce 
Met- ~IIJ'-tu,e 

Bl:lek Foot Indians. 

Wap- pif-pey 
.\t-ch is 
E-!l:oke- fo -ch ar-lim 
Ef-lo-un 
Ar-qui- in -e -man 
Af-che-mo-gan 
Atch -ee-kin 
Pi f-tar can 
Au-chif-tau 

ar-ml 
O-key 
Chalch-o-patch 
Au-wauk-Io-bun 
K u k- far-kecn 
She· Ihlr-ne-tcr 
Arne-tou 
if-chey 
Ap-pif-fey 
Kitf-nar-m t 
Meek-fuim-no-coce 
Com-on-e-cri f- to-man 
Shie-a-pif-chey 
Pin-ne-cho-me-tar 
If-key 
AT-fope-fey 
Sum-mo-to-ke-mar-chis 

o-kin 
Match-ee-cun 
Mar-ke- kin-arch 
N o-chich-ey 
Au-fun 
Mo-kis 
Sap -pe-kin -i f- cho- fi n 
V tf-kin-ner 
Tokef-cum 
Nar-tokef-cum 

o-hokes-cum 
Ne-fwe-um 

r e-fi t-twi 
Nay 
Kitf-ic 
Nar-ne-fwe-um 
Pick-fee 
Kee-pey 

Snake Indians. 

---------
Sufi'c:e T ndi:lns. 

-------
[ Se-nou-woh 
:, ifi -Ier 

I Si-cho-we-cher 
Maret 
Mif- tu -tey 

[Sir-cau 
Mc-cut-chin -cr 

Til -te-th:l 
ro 
Til -tc-t lc -tuf-er 
ri I-the -the-tan -ny 

Chilthe 
Til-tc-the- te-co -fcy 
Tley 
Coo 
Hil -tun-ney 
Tar-ncy 

U ce-chi t-Icr 
;';he-we- fcy 
Chc-chc-nun-to-er 
Uf-faw 

ccf-ul-er 
V-wil- twey 
Char-uc-ee-chey 
Se-ut-ee-fer 
U -ti-el-ee-cher 
Chalthe 
See-lar-o-tar-ny 

... 
• fI 

Ut-te-gar 
Vk-kc-er 
Tau-key 
Ta-chey 
Cu-eel-ter 
Vce- tun -nee 
Che-che-ta 
far- titch-ey 
Ke-cutch-ec-~ar 

u-ncefc-nun-nec 
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Before· the fatal attack of the fm~ll pox, 
which broke out in the year 178 I, all thefe 
nations of Indians were much more nume
rous than they are at pre(ent. By this 
dreadful vifitation, which, as before obferved . ' 
was general throughout the Indian country, 
it is computed that at leai1: one half of thp 

.inhabitants were [wept off by it. 

A briJ ACCOUNT qf the prefint STATE 

qf the TRADE, carried 01l am:J1Jg the qfore

,!aid IN DIAN S. 

Trade with the beforementioned Indians, 
is carried on by the fervants of the Hudfon's 
Bay Company, and alfo by feveral merchants 

from Canada. The extraordinary perfeverance 
of the latter, through numberlefs difficulties, 
augmented by continual carrying-places, ex .. 
tenfive lakes., alld rapid river.s, have penetrated 
into this diftant country in order to rupplant 
the Hudfon's Bay Company, who formerly 
divided very confiderable profits from the 

N fexc!ufi.ye 
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~xclu(ive monopoly of this lucrative branch 

of trade. At prefent thefe profits are con

ilderably diminiihed; for while their expen

ces are augmented in a ten-fold proportion, 
upon an average of former years, the:r im
ports of furs are confiderabl y leifened, and 

their exports of Jundry articIe~ of mer
chandize are increafed, they being obliged 

to trade upon a higher ftandard than here
tofore, to keep pace with their opponents, 
who would otherwife outfell them. 

In entering on this account it w~ll be need
ful to repeat many circumfiances that have 
already been noticed. But as the further 
elucidation of the fubjeB: requires it, I hope 
the appareI1t tautology will be excufed. 

Twenty years ago the Governor of York.,. 

Fort, which was the Company'~ principalefia
bli{hm~nt in the Bay, annually fent home at 
ICJ.1t thirty thoufand {kins, and maintained no 

more than twenty-five men, at very low 
wages; at prefent that place has upwards of 
Llil~ hundred m~n at it, who have increafed 
falaries, and it tends home no more than 

twenty 
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twenty thoufand {k~ns, upon an average~ 

from itfelf and- four fubordinate fettlements ; 
and thefe are procured at an expence, v. hich 

a few years back \vould have been looked 
upon ;lS next to an annihilation of their COll1-

Inercial exifiencc. 

It is an uncontrovertable faCt, that {inee 
the French have evacUJ.ted Canada, the fur 
trade from the inland patts'of Hudfon's Bay, 
has been carried on to a greater extent than 
ever it was before; for the Company, who till 

then confined themfelves to the fea-!hore, 
knew nothing of the numerous nations in
land; and thefe again knew as little of them ~ 
that the 'Company, notwithfianding they 

had obliged themfe1ves by their charter to 
explore the whole of their territories, con
fined themfe1ves within a fmall circle. They 
confequently die not exert their influence to 
procure pe1tries, or to augment the con-

. fumption of Briti!h manufactures, by any 
other methods than through the channel of 
a very fc:w Indians, comparatively fpeaking. 

Thefe Indians however, brought down 
enough to enrich a few individu~ls, whofe 

intereil: 



( 206 ) 

interdl it was to prevent too great an influx 
of furs, which would not only lower the 

price 2.t marb=:t, but probably open the 
eyes of an injured commercial people. In 
the days I am alluding to, the port of York 
Fort was furrounded with nations of Indi
ans entirely unknown to the traders of the 
Company 5 and they would have remained 
in the fame !l:ate of ignorance to this day, 
had they not been a wakened from their re .. 
l'eries by the <lmfurmountable perfeverance 
of '3. few Canadian merchants, 'who found 

them out, through obfiacles and impedi
ments attended with more danger and per

fonal hazard than a voyage to Japan. 

Since that time their affairs have under
gone a material change in thefe parts. The 
Canada merchal)ts annually fend into the in
terior country, for the Indian trade, about 
forty large canoes of about four tons burthen 
each, a confiderable part of which goods 
are' conveyed to thofe Indians who ufed to 
1end their furs down to Hudfon's Bay, by 
the Indian carriers, which did not amount to 
half the quantity at prefent procured. So 
that by this inteferenceof the Canada traders, 

it 
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it is evident, that many more peltries arC! 
procured and imported into England, and a 

greater quantity of its manufactures con

fumed than heretofore; and when it is fur~ 
ther confidered, that thefe goods ale of a 

very inferior quality, which perhaps would 

hardly find a fale elfewhere, this extenfion 

of the trade will appear an object not very. 
incon fiderable. 

Hy the prof~cution of this commerce from 
Canada~ the Hudfon's Bay Company found 

themfelves effectually fupplanted on the fea
thore, the natives being fupplied inland 
with every conveniency for war and domefiic 

ufes. This induced the Company, in the 

year 1773, to begin their inland voyages~ 
fo that the Canadians from Canada and thtt 
Europeans from Hudfon's Bay met together, 
not at all to the ulterior advantage of the 

natives, who by this means became dege
nerated and debauched, through the exceilive 
ufe of fpirituous liquors imported by thefe 

f~va]s in commerce. 
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It however mull be owned, that the 

Hud[on's Bay traders have ingratiated them

fdves more into the ei1-eem and confidence 

cf the n:ltives t:;.3on tl~e Canadians. The 

advantase of trade is evidently on their fide; 

their men, whoi~ honefly is incorruptible, 

being more to be depended upon. In propor

tion to t~lC .;o..!Js imported, the Company 

exp::>rt a gre;lL~r qU:lllti ty of furs, and thefe 

in betlCi" prefervJtion, and confequently 
more valuable. Their unfeafonable parfi

mony has hi therto been proved very fa

vourable to their Canadian Opponents; as 

the accumulated expenci::s attending fo dif
tant an undertaking would overbalance the 

profits of the latter, if. the exertions of the 
Company were adequate to the value of 
the prize contended for. 

The Hudfon's Bay fervants being thus 

more in p61feffion of the elleem of the na
tives, they will alwJ.ys have the preference 
of trade as long as this COIl duct continues. 

Another great advantage in their favour is, 

that the principal articles of their trading 

S-0ods are of a fuperior quality to thofe im-

ported 
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ported from Canada. I would not by this in
finuation infer, that the goods (ent inland from _ 

Canada are not good enough for the Indian 
trade; no, I well know that the ~ .... orfl: ar

ticle imported is goo4 enough; but while 
they have to contend with people who fend 

goods of a (uperior kind, they evidently lie 

under a di(advantage, and it is my opinion, 

that it would be for the intercfl of the Canada 

merchants to furply goods of an equal if 
not fuperior quality to their adverfaries, at 
every poil: where they have thefe fo.-midable 

rivals to oppoCe them. 

The great imprudence, and bad \yay of 

living of the Canadian traders have been an 

invincible bar to the emolument of their 
employers. Many of thefe people, who 

have been the greatefl: part of their lives on 

this iniand fervice among (avages, being 

devoid of every focial and benevolent tie~ 

are become 11aves to every vice 'Iyhich can 

corrupt and debafe the human mind; fuch 

as quarrelling,' drunkennef<;, deception, &c. 
From a confirmed habit in bad ,cour(es of 

this nature, they are held in abhorrence 
and 
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and di(glla, even by the Indians, who finding 
themfelves frequently' deceived by fpecious 
promifes, never intended to be performed, 
imagine the ,,,hole fraternity to be impreg

nated with the fame failing,' and accord
in;;ly hold the generality of the Canadian 

traders in detefiation and contempt. 

On the contrary, the fervants of the 
I 

Hudfon's Bay Company, imported princi-

pally from the Orkney liles, are a clofe, 
prudent, quiet people, firiCtly faithful to 
their employers, and ford idly avaricious. 
vVhen thefe people are fcatterred about the 
country in fmall parties among the Indians, 
the general tenor of their behaviour is con~ 
ducred with fo much propriety, as not only 
to make themfelves efteemed by the natives, 
and to procure their proteCtion, but they· 
aifo employ their time in endeavouring to 
enrich themfelves, and their principals, by 
their diligence and unwearied affiduity. By 
this prudent demeanor among the Indians, 
notwithfianding they have annua]]y expofed 
themfelves to all the dangers incident to the 
trade, for fifteen years pJ.!l~ they have 

not 
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, not fufiained the )ofs of a man; and the 
principal advantage of the Company over 
the Canadian traders, is more to be attri
buted to the laudable efforts of their [ervan (s, 
than even to the fuperior quality of their 
goods. 

While the Canadian fervan ts are [0 f;:Ir from 
being aCtuated by the fame principles, that 
very few of them can be truRed '.vith a 
[mall aiTortment of goods, to be L,jd out 
for their mafiers profit, but it is ten to one 
that he is defrauded of the whole by com
merce with Indian women, or {Oill': other, 
fpecies of peculation. By this and ' .. ~-~rious 
other means which lower t'lem in the eyes 
of the natives, as before obferved, they 
are become obnoxious to the Indian c , their 
faith is not to be relied 0;1, nor their ho
nefi:y confided in; fa that Icarce a year 
elap[es, without one or more of them fall
ing victims to their own imprudence, at a. 

time when fatal experience ihould teach 
them, that a conduct guided by caution and 
difcretion ought to be the invariable and 
uniform rule of their behaviour. 

It 
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It mu11: be owned, that many of ther~ 
people are poifeiTed of abilities capable of 
aggrandizing their ma(lers, and promoting 

their ')wn welfare. They are very apt at 
learning the Indian languages, and acquiring 
a knowledge of the neceiTary Indian cere
monies, as well as cu110ms to be obferved 
in profecuting the trade; but in the whole 
courfe of my obfervation, I have fcarce1y 
found one of them, who, for his abilities, 
hondly, integrity, and other nece«ary qua-
lifications, could be in titled to the denomi ... 
nation of a good and faithful fervant. 

It cannot, however, be denied, but that 
they are excellent canoemen, and labour 
with furprizing d~xterity, and inimitable 
patience, in their 'long inland voyages; and 
even when their proviGons fail them, they 
bear their misfortunes with fortitude. But at 

the fame time it mua not be admitted that 
they are- the only people on the face of the 
ea:-th, who are capable of performing th~fc 
voyages Jnd undergoing the fatigues of them. 
Though fuch may be the fentiments of their 
employers, let thefe gentlemen for a while 

look 
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look round them, .and furvey without pre~ 
jlldice the inhabitants of our own hemi

fphcre, and they will find people who cil-e 
brought up from their infancy to hardfhips, 
and inured to the inclemency of the wea

ther from their earliefi: days; they will alfo 
find people, who might be trufi:ed with 
thoufands, and who are too much famili
arized to labour and fatigue to repine under 
the preiTure of calamity as long as their own 
and their mailers benefit is in view. I will 
further be bold tofay,thattheprefentfervants 
of the Hudfon's Bay Company may be led 
as far inland as navigation is praClicable, 
with more eafe and fatisfaCtion to the owners 
than the fame number of Canadians. The 
former would be always hondt, tractable, 
and obedien t, as well from inclination, as 

from fear of 10Gng their pecUliiary expec
tations; whereas the latter being generally 
in debt, and having neither good name, in
tegrity, nor property to loCe, arc always 
negleaful of the property committed to 
their charge, and whenever difficulties arife, 
there is never wanting iC>Itie among them to 

impede tlhe undertaking. 
o I have 



( 214 ) 

I have been led into the foregoing digref
fion, from the frequent encomiums I have 
heard paifed on the Canadians, as the only 
people for this bufinefs; but having had four 
years experience of the general tenor of 
their conduct, I thought myfelf entitled to 

give my fentiments on the fubjeCt, and to 
fly fomething in regard to thefe'MdJieurs 

Po), a:.; t'U rs • 

The Canadian merchants have formed 

themfe1ves into a United Company, and 
carryon a very extenfi ve bufinefs over an 
unlimited extent of country, among Indians, 
Vi ho are hoftile and declared enemies to each 
other; and this bra,nch of the Canada trade 
is by no means the leaft valuable appendage 
tQ til,lt province. This Company alone, 
withOL;t counting thofe adventurers who 
t:'ade in the parts which be adjacent to the 
;.IifEilipi, &c. annually procure above one 

thoufand packs of ~ne peltry, each weigh
ing ninety pounds. They find employment 
for a [Telt number of men under the deno-

u 

mination of guides, voyagers, ~lerks, in-
terpreters, &c.; befide~ which, they give 

bread 
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bread- to a number of neceffitous artiils arid 

labouring people aboutMontreaI,who fubfit\ 

principally by the eontinuation of this 
commerce. 

In the year 1787 they obtained out of thi~ 
river three hundred and three packs. 

During th::: flme year the Hudfon's Bay 

traders had twenty canoes of twelve packs 
each 240 

And twenty Indian canoes carrying four 

packs each, at [eventy pounds 80 

Which were equal to two hundred and. 

forty-nine French. 

So that if the Canada traders had the 

Commerce of this river entirely to themfelves, 

tpey would draw as much from it, as would 

be eq ual to one hllf of their prefen t returns. 

The fame year the Canada merchants tranf
ported into the fame river fix hundred pieces 

of goods about ninety pounds each; whereas 

the Hudfon's Bay people fent no mote than 

two hundred and forty pieces of about feventy 

pounds each; \vhich plainly points out to us 

o 2 the 
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the great reconomy which is ufed on one fide, 

and the enormous expenditure on the other. 

It may be urged that the plan purfued by 
the Canada merchants, requires a great part 
of their goods for the ufe of the men. 

This appears an argument of confequence; 
yet to obviate it, we mufi: confider, that 
the difference in the force of Englilh brandy, 

and what is called high wines, will more 

than overbalbnce the reduCl:ion advanced to 

the men; for a keg of Britilh fpirits, when 
adulterated for fervice, will only make three 

kegs, whereas a keg of high wines wherl 
mixed for the Indian trade, will make five 

kegs; fo that what it requires to mix thirty 
kegs for them, we with ours can have fifty 
kegs. 

Since I have embarked in the Canadian 
employ I have frequently obferved a profufe 

expenditure of goods made to Indians, for 

very frivolous ends, or more properly for 

no end at all; which to my certain know

ledge is not praCl:ifed ill the other fervice. 
This practice is productive of nothing, 'but 

the corrllption of the Indians, and the tel11po-

porary 
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porary flattering promifes of thofe vv'ho recelve 
them; for, as I have already obferved, the 
advantages of trade annually preponderates 
on the fide of the Hudfon's Bay Company. 

Thofe who feel the weight of this expen
five undertaking, muit certainly join with me 
in acknowledging, that a frugal reconomy is 
not only commendable, but neceirary, in the 
expenditure of their property; perhaps had 
this plan been purfued, f.orne of th.ofe gen.,. 
t1emen who frill continue the bufinefs, might 
at this day have enjoyed their eafe and inde
pendence, by the fruits of a commerce, which 
has obtained for the Hudfon's B:ly Company 
the reputation of being one of the ricbell in
corporated bodies in England. 

The maxim of fuffering the Canadhm 
traders to run fo deeply in debt, appears to 
be founded in error, and prejudicial to the 

affairs of their employers. Thefe fellows, 
who are 10ft to every principle of moral 

reCtitude, become loofened from all attach
ment to the fer,vice; they are intent on nothing 
but their own peculiar e~e and convenien~e ; 

o 3 they 
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they are earelefs of the property entrufied to 
them, unambitious in the performance of 
their duties, impatient of all order and de
corum, difobedient to the infiruC1ions, and 
infulting to the perfons, of thofe who employ 
them. They cannot be trufied in any trading 

party, for they will expend the goods they 
have ,,;ith them on women and triRe$, ima~ 
gining themfelves out of the reach of all 
law; and there feems to be very few worthy 
of tru!l among them, but fuch as have 
wages in their employers hands. 

My good willIes for the profperity of the 
Canadian fervice is fuch, that I cannot help 
fubmitting with all d4e deference to fuperior 
abilities, the following expedients which oc~ 

cur to me, but which, moil: problbly mai 
never be put in execution. 

To mak~ the Company truly refpeC1able, 
and at the fame time to put in it the~r power 
to render the province of Cqnada of greater 
confideration to the mother country than it 
is, they fhould be legally admitted to the 
rights, immunities, and privileges of a char-

. tered 
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tered Company; and if it were practicable: 
they fl10uld be united with the prefent Hud
fon's Bay CompanYJ as we have feell an old 
.and new Eaft India Company united and in
corporated in one joint body of merchant~ . 
. And perhaps fuch a junction mizht not be un
acceptable to the Hudfon's Bay Company, 
who, for fo many years, have tafted the 

f weets of monopoly. 

I am fully perfuaded that nuthrrJ2 is re
quired but intereft al1d proper application to 
bring about fome plan of this nature. The 
magnitude of the object would ju1l:ify the ex
periment; and I have n? doubt but that many, 
refpectable perfons would be found to pa
tronize an adventure, which would put the 
proprietors in poife11ion of a greater extent 
of territory than what is inhabited by a11 the 

Chrh'tian States in Europe. 

I again repeat, that great improvements 8.rc 
to be made, and much wealth acquired from 
the [eas about Hudfon's Bay; and likewife 
that full as much remains to be done inland; 
but while affairs are carried on in thofe parts 
()f the globe, upon the tune footing they 

o 4- litre 
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are at pre[ent, there is a prob3bility that all 
thefe countries will remain as utterly unknown 
, . 
to the world, for ages to come, as the regions 

within the Polar Zones. 

I am fufficiently aware of the interefi, ap

plication, time, perfeverance, and expenee 
neceffary to bring about a matter fo difficult 
and complicated in -all its parts, as the im
portant matter above hinted at; but a thing 
once begun is more than h41f compleated; 
and it behoves thofe who are peculiarly con
cerned therein, and know the utility of the 
object, to make that beginning. No period, 
in my opinion, can be more favourable than 
the prefent. When [0 many fair provinces 
have been wrefied from the mother country, 
em the fame continent, it is our duty to point 
out every feafible method by which the parent 
flate may cheriih and bring to perfection the 
femainder9 
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JOURNAL qf a JOURNEY from MONTREAL 

to NEW YORK, in the year 1788 . 

On the 14th of May, 1788, I left my 
wintering ground, where I had been about 
four years; on the 8th of July arrived at 
the Great Carrying-place on Lake Superior ,; 
on the 15th of September reached Mori

treal ~ and on the 25th of the fame month J 
took my departure from that city to travel to 
New York. 

September 25, 1788, I left Montreal, in 
company with a gentleman defirous of pur

fuing the [arne rout. About four in the af

~ernoon we traver[ed over to La Prairie, a 

{mall village abou~ two miles above Mon

treal. 

26th, Hired a cart and two [addle horfes, 
I 

to proceed with our baggage towards St. 

John's, through a wretched country, the 

roads being very bad, and the 1and very un

rromifing. I The town of St. John's, which 
18 
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is eighteen miles difl:ant from La Prairie, 
makes a very formidable appearance. Here 
we~·l' to be feen a f11ip of eightecI! guns, and 
another of twenty-two, with fevcral other 

1Im:11 craft, which were employed in Lake 
Champlain during the late war. A fhip 
called the \Vaf11ington, pf 16 guns, alfo lies 

I 
here, and which was taken from a part of 
the American army umi-er the command of 
Gener~l Arnold. The fame day we took 
boat, and proceeded about five miles on the 
lake. 

27th. The wind being unfavourable, we 
went but fifteen miles, and then made for the 
:lhore, and put up at the houfe of a Mr. 
Barran, a ferjeant in the 44th regiment. 
His houfe was very prettily fitted up in the 
Englifh ftile, and is by much the neateft I 
have feen among the country fettlers. 

28th. Left the houfe of our very hofpitable 
landlord, but the wind being {lill contrary, 
we did not proceed above fix miles. 
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29 thv The wind becoming favourable, 
we made a good fire~ch in the Lake untill 
twelve at night, which brought us to Ti

conderoga. We had pa{[ed by Crown Point in 
-the njght. 

30th . From Ticonderago we proceeded 
about thirty miles farther to Skeeniborouo-h b , 

the efiate of General Skeene, which he was 

obliged to abandon on account of his adherence 
to the royal caufe. Here a faw-mill and four 
houtes are erected. 

Lake Champlain is about one hundred and 
fifty miles in length from St. John's to Skeenf
borough. Its directionisaboutN.W.andS.E. 
and it is feJdom above two mi1es \vide, exceptat 
the wideil: part, the middle ofit, which is com
puted to be twenty miles over. Al';ut t\\;cnty
eight miles from St.John's is thel'.\i:c,~tofthe 
Britilh territories if'. this quarter; all the re
mainder of the lake belongs to the United 
States. At fourteen miles from St. John's is 

HIe au N oix, a [mall iihnd, very well adapted 
to command the channel of the lake, but i! is 

?-t prefent !ll a ruinous fiate. It il:ill however 
retains 
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retains:1 [matI garrifon;, part of the 60th regi
ment, for the take of regulating the trade 
between Canada and the United :)utc-s. Ex
duiive ::£ this garrifon, there is. a brig, 

mDunting eight carriage guns, fratim1ed within 
the American lines for the fame purpo[e. 

As we palfed Crown Point in the night I 
<Can fay nothing of that ancient French fox-trefs. 
Ticonderoga is a rocky point, and by its 
fituation effedually commands the pafFage of 
tbe lake.· It appelrs to have once been a place 
of confiderable firength, but it is at this 
time much neglec1ed. " 

Immediately oppotite is Mount Indepen
oerlCe; a lofty point, where fome fortifica
tions have formerly been ereCted. Between 

thefe two forts the Americans built a tem
porary bridge to impede the palfage of the 
King's troop~ from Canada.; but the forts 

being evacuated on the approach of the troops, 

the bridge was fawn very Ieifurely in pieces. 

A traveIIer in paffing thro' lake Champlain, 
is rather diftreifed, when he Iands~ with the 

variet.y 



( 225 ) 

variety of currency in the country j for on the 

Canada end of the lake the dollar is valued at 
five lhillings j on the North .Gde, which is in 

. the ftate of New York, it is reck.oned J.t eight 
i11illings; and on the South jld~) 1,vhich is iIi 
the ftate of Vermont, at fIx {billings. 

Oaober T. Agreed with a 7'.Jr. M'Kinly, 
for the ufe of his waggon from hence ~:, Al
han y .. being feventy fOilr miles, for eight dollars. 

We went from Skeenibo:cllgh to Foct Ann. 
through the woods, on horIe-backJ ::. tract of 
twelve miles, where ,l,e found our waggon; 
;jnd proceeded the [arne day to Fort Edwar~ 
twelve miles farther, through a very good 

road. 

2d. Continued our route, and put up .at 

Still vVater. Had there good accommodations. 

and a civil, agreeable landlady. 
, 

3d. About nine in the morning we ar
rived at Albany, through a moil: agreeable 

country. From Skeeniborough to Fort Ann, 
the road is exceeding bad, and leads through 
a traCt very little cultivated. The peafants 

are 
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are very intelligent and improve their farms 
with apparent indufiry. The lalld produces 
in great abundance Indian corn, potatoe~, 

water melons, pumkins, &c. and the finefi 
timber I ever beheld. As we advanced to
wards Albany the roads -became better, the , 
ground more cultivated, and the buildings 

made a more refpecrable apfJearance. 

From Fort Edward towards Still Water 
the appearance of every thing {hikes the eye 
of a {hanger with pleafure, as he beholds 
a beautiful country under the hand of im
provement; a Briton, however, in pailing, 
cannot but fympathize with the unfortunate 
General Burgoyne, and his brave followers, 
who unhappily became captives at Saratoga. 

At Still V/ ater \ve faw a regiment of Ame
l'ican militia manceuvring, to the apparent 
fati~faaiiJn of their officers, but in our opi
nion they cut a forry appe3.rance indeed! 
Their guns were old and rufiy, and the 
doathing of this motly troop, . confifi:ed of 
every ihape and colour, that was ever known 
or invented. Some wore cocked hats, forne 

flapped 
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£lapped hats,and [omeno hats at all. Themajor 

part of them,being jufi: taken from the plough, 
fiooped down as though they \verc: admirlI1S 
their fhoe-ftrings. Some were clad in \\-:-_;fl:

coats without fleeves; but by much the 

greater part of them had their carcafes i;:cl::Jcd 
in hOffeman's coats, fimilar to th;";le worn 
by Hackney-coachme:1. 

vVe paired the houfe and il1i113 of General 

Sctfyler. They have been lately rebuilt, hav

ing formerly been dtfiroyed by GUlcrcll Bur
goyne's army. The water of Rudfon's river 

was very low, and we crafTed it four times 

in our waggon, between Albany and the 
New City. Albany is computed to contain 
five hundred houies, momy of brick, fome of 

which are tolerably well built. The greater 
part of the inhabitants are low Dutch. It 
has an Englifh church, a prefuyterian meet

ing houfe, and another for the Dutch. It 
is but a folitary place, and the people do not 
feem to be very fociable. At the time I 

was there no hard money was to be got; 
and pape: money fufTers a difcount of eight 

per cent. all over the province. 
oCtober 
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OCtober 4. We left Albany and embarked 
On board a floop configned to New York, but 

had not continued the voyage above three 

n:ules, before the vefTel got aground on the 
ihoals, where we remained four days in much 

difrrefs, fhiving every tide to difengage our
felves without effect. 

7th. We left the vefiel, and embarked on 

board another, called the Arabia, 
\Vyncoop, mafrer. 

8th. vVe this day pafTed the new Town of 
IIudfon, about thirty miles below Albany. 
This town is a ftanding monument of human 
indufrry, being entirely built fince the con

clufion of the war. It is beautifully fitu
ated on an elevated fituation, has many ex
cellent buildings, and bids fair to rival Al

bany for trade, in a few years; particularly on 

account of its being fituated below the lhoals. 
It cannot contain leis than two hundred hou[es, 
the fidl: frone of which was laid in I·784~ 

A very excellent floating machine is erected 
for the purpote of drawing up the [and from 

th~ 
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the bed of the river, but the contraCtor for 
the job has made very little progrefs, not
withfianding it is two years fince the com

mencement of the undertaking. 

The famous Hudfon's river, which we 
find fo much extolled in defcriptions of this 
country, appears to me not to merit the 

praife given of it. The difl:ance from New 
York to Albany is one hundred and fixty 

. miles, and no farther is this river navigable 
,', for vefids of any burthen: and even in this 

diftance, vefTels drawing eight foot water 
meet with much difficulty in certain places. 

8th. and 9th. We had light airs, which 
prevented us from making much way. The 
country is all along beau~1~~1ny fettled, and 
makes a pretty appearance from the water. 
Chef nuts, walnuts, and apples, are fo plenty, 
that travellers help themfelves en pqffantwith
out ceremony .. Cyder is the u[ual drink 
among the country people, but I cannot fay 
much in its commendation. The peafantry, 
as I remarked before, are hofpitable, intel-

. ligent, and inquiiitive, but are rather grip-
P ing 
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wg on travellers, particularly the Low 
Dutch. 

loth. This day we had a fine breeze of 
wind which [oon conveyed us to the city of 
New York; a place too well known to re
quire any defcri ption here. 

FIN IS. 
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