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~3. COpy of the letter of th,,, Bid"'I' or (_"'I',S't, Coadjutor of Quebe-c t( [,he 

President of the COffl!l1itt('8 on Ed lleat.lOn, etc, P"in;e i,U ~ frUHli ,le8, 

_ .. 1790. (And ol:her l'amphlds.,: ................ &"" .. "' •. IY-" ....... _ .......... 
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COP Y of the LET T E R 

OF 

The Bi{h.op of Capra, Coadjutor of ~ebec,&c. 

TO 

The Pre£dent of the Cnnlluittee on Ertucation,&c. 

Doflrinam magis, quam aurum digite, 

COP I E de la LET T R E 
DE 

L'Ev~que de CapfaCoadjuteur de ~ebec)&co 

AU 

Prtfident du Comitc fur l'Educat1crl"'s.::c, 

Do[fritlam magis, "uam aurum efigz/e., 

Priferex It! Doflrme a /,Or.-Pro'Verbe de Sa/omM, Chap. VIII. 
,': 







'-0 the llonoraMc Frejident and Members of the Committee, appointed by the 

Rlgbt Honorable G U r LOR D D O R C HE S r E R, Gov ernor 

GCl1cral aid Commander 1I1 Obie) of H is M.yejly's Norl b Ame?Zcall Pro. 

'lImas; to inquire into the p reJmt State of E ducatiOt! ;,: this Pro'IJince, fllld 
t o filld efFilual means t o arrejl the prog rejj of ig llOrance, 

SIR A ND GENTLEMEN, 

N the Report of the Committee lately fent me, r 
fi nd a Le tter figned "]ec,n Fran coIs Hubert Bi. 
flop qf !f!.!.tebec;" After pprufing it with ferioLis at. 
tention, perceiving neithe r the thought nor Hile. 
of the illu lhious .prela te whom the Canadia:1S are (0 

happy as to have at their Head, I cannot help con. 
cluding, not .vithltandi llg my greJ t reipeCl for the 
Prefident and Members of the Commit tee , tha t 

our dear Bilhop's venerable Name . is daring ly alfumed, to coun tenance the 
impofition of an indigened rhap.ody. 

Who can perfuade himfelf that in the very moment of o~r ;:tpproach to 
the T hrone , with a humble and gr~ t eful confide'l ce in the Roya l g race, 
aided and protected by our benevolent and illulhious G overnor, the only 
opporer ihou ld b o the Bi ihop of Q£ebec pro no ll lci 19 tbe nega!I 'Ue, with· 
ou t confulting his Clergy, the Nobleife aad chief Inh.1bitants ei ther of 
Town or Country. His words are thefl', "Bu ' 'JJitlJollt taking al:J fl'1s 
« with my Cle;-gy, 01" the Canadians i ll General, {o llcern illg C5r." Even on 
the fuppofttion that it is a L etter of hi s, it only :l111 mOU lllS to the Of inion of 
~n individ.ual, and is not what was wanted tha t of the Provi nce in gene ral. 

Indulge my obfervations, G entlemen, in fuppo rt of wha t I have advanced. 

T he rhapfodiG: in the name the BililOP of Q£ehec, in!bntlyat the outret 
rejoices in the el1:abli111ment of an univeriity, "It is his wijh, alld iN UJ1e> 
God for barvi/Ig inJPired tbe dejign C1.ubicb he bifcecbN him /0 pro/Fr." and yet 

in 
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A I' HanoI-able PriJident et les aulres Mdmbres d:t Comite l107nmp par Ie 'rres Ho
?toraUe G U r L OR D DO R C H E S '[ E R GOlI'uerneur G C'/le ral et 

Call/mandant en Chef' dans les Pro'vlnces de ja M"J tfl e enl'Amerique rill 

Nord, flour examlller I'itat nt7uel de l' EdZ/catto" en a tle Province et 11'011_ 

'IIer des moyens efficacn po~r empfchcr Ie.; progrf s de 1' lgnorclIlce. 

IIJr o NSI£Ul\. ET MESSIE.URS, 

AN S un Rapport du Comite au flljetde l'Ed ucat ion,qui 
m a derni- rement e te remis, j'ai vu une lettre fig tl ee 
Jean FranyfJ isH uber t Evequede O!:ebcc, apre; l' avoir 
lu av ec ta plu s lerieufe ,HtentlOn, ne reconnaiJ'lant ni la 
fa<;on de pen(er , ni les expreffio ns de I'llluflre Prelat. 
CJue les Canadiens (e fd icitent d'avoir a leur tt~te, j ' ai 
rna lgre Ie pro(ond refpeCt dont je iuis penetre r o ur 
I'Honorable Prefident et les Membres do Comite 

ronclu invinciblement que c'etolt unt! im po lition faite a u nom de nutre cher 
E"eque, et une rap[odie mal con<;ue qne l'on avoit eu la hardieffe de prelell~ 
ter {ous un nom Ii vener2.ble. . 

Q£i fe rerfuadera en eifet, qu ' au moment CJ u'on n011S permet d'approcher 
du pied du T rone avec une humble et douce COli fiance d'obtenir de s fave urs 
Royales fous b protection et I' aide de notre illuHre et bienfaila nt GO uVe'r_ 

ne ur ; l ' Eve'1ue de ~ebec le ul en oppofition, fan5 avoir con ulte Jon C lerge, 
la Nobldfe et les Notables, Citoyens de nos Villes et de nos C ampagnes, 
auroit pris (ur lui de re tJondre dan:. la negative? Et il Ie dit, repel/dan' a'val/~ 
de faire aU( llne demarche ~()is (/ -vis molZ Clage, 'Vis-a-~Ji; les C(/}lCI<tiCIiS en ge
neral (oncernant, c.:)c." Suppo{ant meme ue cette lettre fJ t· reel leme nt de 
lui , elle ne contiendroit qu ' un fentiment particulier et non celui de toute 1?
Provin"e qu'Oll demande. 

Permettez -rnoi, Mellie t.1 rs, de vous co mmuniquer mes obfervations pour 
VOllS convaincre de Ia v~rite de rna propolition. 

Le rapfodil1:e, fous Ie nom de l'Eveque d: ~ebec , declare d ' abord la joie 
que lui caufe l'etablilfement d' une Univerfite, " !0.u (c j01l1 jes dijirs" "11 
linil Dietl d'eJUI'Voir il7fpirc Ie dWei71 et Ie prie d'er.fcl'vorfir " exEcution" m ais 
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in the fame moment fhi.s joy and hope in God vanifh, God infpires it, but 
be viII not 1ttX' 1 the me:l'lS to car-ry it into execution; fa that his pious 
Prdyers are to no purro[e, why? bec,aufe he does not conceive the Province 
able to fur'li.h a fl.\ffi:ient number or Studerits. 

If I'J~ are'to wait 'till we hwe cleared the Country up to the polar circle; 
and our youth are if them/dyes to'raife an Uqiverlity wit out Teachers or 
p,.",··;rlrS, fo we mly in all h,man probdlity fome fine 'Morning, find 
oc,r::h,s Tra'lf?orted to the valley JOHASAPHAT, and to be fure to the 
ltj' oC the Do-:tors of the Church. 

He adds, that a Farmer in circurnftances defirous to leave an Eflate to his 
Childr,"1, will r.lther Tnin them to Hufbandry, and layout his Money .in 
L l d Hock, t,:m !2;ive them knowledge, of which he does not know the 
\'al'Je. He IU:"l'"Ces Ollr firil: Planters lineally defcended from' [he, men 
f~o.:en of by Sc. ].:hn, in the 3d chap. of his Gofpel "and they IO'1lcd ,dark. 
" n.>" rather tball light." But let him fay what h·c will, this iHhe very evil, and 
ag,o'''' e'Vti it ii, which the King':- worthy Reprefentative here willies 't(} 
corre·J; for thIS he appointed a chofen and enlightened Committee, whofe 
c~, luiri. s were cetlculated to dikover the means for preventing a Rather 
fL'rn-tr.'n[mittin; his Ignorance wi1:h his Efl:ate from generation to gene
ratio1: A'll Clil ther~ be more "ff~aual remedy tor this evil than the efta. 
b::" me'nt 'Of an Uni ver f1ty ? tJ.ught the advantages of a good Education. and 
t:] xivil"d'T s accomDanyin";: it, th.~ F-armer proud C to fee the Son wh0m 
he iJ'1.1 rent t~ College 'coarle "'and 11upid, return with mannets decent and af~ 
fJbk, will think his ],0'10r and i!1tereil enlaged, to rf'cloublehis hbour and 
pall1s for perfeding all education, which is become precious in rus efteem. 

A glance over the Colonies fuffices Jor the conviB:ion, that the fciences 
may Horia], a'ld at1ually do florilh, in Countries whore extent of unculti. 
v~:c:J L1nJs greatly exceeds thE' numberof their H~ Iband-men. F'rance with Z~ 
U ';"~rEtls. It~ly and S":licl that fwarm with ·them, neverthelefs want 
Pj,'"s:,,~e:1, IVe gran~ to the writer of the letter, t!l1t a people may be 
num~rous without an Uni·.eriity, vegetate in-Ignorance, Barbarjfmand Fa
n8.ti!-~n: Afla and Africa are proofs of it. BClt can there be aMan in Ca
nala [0 unfeeling, a; ~ot to groan, in th~ bitterneCs of his heart, at the 
{J f.ht of Youth, wich the good qualities our; have, fo abandoned as they are 1 

~ebee 
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a l'jnllant, cette JOle, cette erperance en Dieu difparoiJTent; Dieu l'infpirc 
et il ne dOllnera point aCtuelltmentlco moyens de l'e:;i:""t~r, Et 1~"S bonne', 

rieres !eront done inutiles, Pourquoi? p"rce qu'il ne croit pas ,"ue Ia Pro
vince fournilfent alfez d'Etudiants, 

" S'il faut att'endre -que nous ayons derriche les terres juf'u'au Circle P0-
laire, et que fans Maitres et fans Profelfeurs la jeune{r;~ fe t",me pour une 
Univedite: felon tOlltes les apparences nous pourrions hi~,~ nous trouver 
quelque bon matin tran(portes a la vallee de ]o/a}/Jat, et cert:linemEr;t it la 
gauche des DoCteurs de l'Eglife. 

" Un fermier aife ajoute-il qui defirera lailfer un :~ell(;l"e a res en(,lns, 
aimera mieux les appli01 uer Ii l'Agricultur~ et fiI:j,f~ycr jon argc:l! a leur <la';I'I' 

des fonds qu' a lettr procurer des connozjf..wces dOli! d Ilf {C1'liutl pas Ie PY1X," 11 
fuppofe nos premiers Colons defcendus en droite li;J;nE de C,:'3 h:::,:l,r:e' dO'lt 

parle St. Jean au troifieme chapitre de fon Evangilc et Je'!);erztill l'Old!?e, 

tembras magis quam lucem. ~oigu'il en dife, c'ell [,' djr~Ctement Ie mal, et 
Ie tres grand mal, auquel Ie digne reprefentant de Ii f/i ~j-~l),~' d'lns cett<:: Pro
vince veut remcdier: c'-ell pour cela qu'11 a etabli un C(,lIice cl 'hommo choijis 
ct eclain-;s, qui en ant fait les recherches les plus exaCles afin de tlOU VCl" les 

moyens d'empecher qu'un pere ne tranfmette a ks enfarls av,c fon hh;"'f:'", 
[on ignorance de generation en generation. Et c;ut! remede pl~s e[iieaee qu~ 
l' etabliifement d'une U niveriite. Inll:ruit des dirferelHs avantages d -une b,y,ne 
education; des privileges qui l'acompagnent, Ie fermier tout fier de voir re
venir avee des manieres deeentes et atfable; Ie iii ;u'il avoit envoye grol);e,: 
et ll:upicle au College; cone ura qu'il va de fa glolre e, de fon interel de re
doubler fes travaux et fes fueurs pour pourfui, c.; et ~,:h"'{cr une eo .• ':":,;,:, " 
qui lui ell: devenue chere et precieufe. 

Un coup d'ceil fur les Colonies achevera de ilOUS eonvaincre que :es rCiCil~",l' 
peuvent fl~urir et fleuriITent en eifet, dans les pJ13 eil iJ. valt,e etendue ck 
terres a defricher excede de beaucoup Ie nOIDfrre des C"k,l,a,2'_:rs. La Fr~ncf' 
avec vingt deux Uf'iverfites, l'ltalie et l'E:-:Je,gne 'lUt en fourmillcnt, man
quent neanmoins d' Agriculteurs. Accordon5 au ;-c~,ct1C'Dr de Ia L are I'll; '-,1;', 

Univerfite, un peuple nombreux peut vegeter dolns I'iccncr:wce, la barbaric 
et Ie fanatifme: l' Alie, I' Afrique Ie prouven,. SC;'J.-t-ii en C,r;]'.b 1m hom
me quelqu'illienlible gue vous Ie fuppoliez, qui puiffe, f::tns g6m;r d:lI1s t.oute' 

l'ameJ tume de lon cceur, voir notre jemH';:':; ;;,':~C les n1::: ~,:qo di;';:;C;lliolH 
reduite a un tel asa:!'':'-''l, 
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OEebec, the refidence of the Conmander in Chief "Of North America, 
might be the center of refort to a great numbe~ of Scholars from all His 
Majrlly's American Provinces In Nova Scotia, Ne~ Brunfwick, the op. 
per Settlements, and in the other DiHri& of ~ebec, there are Towru 
which tho' neither London's nor Paris'" ought not to be called dejerted 
Filiates. Q:.;ebec, MQ"ltrcal, Three Rivers, W·il!iam Henry are better 
peopled than the rlpplodill: reFre{ents; and is it malice or i :;norance~ that he 
has not mentioned J ohnl1own, Lunenburg and many other refpeaablt 
Towns and Villages up the Country, and downwar1s in the Bay Qf Chaleurs, 
able to furnifh a great many Scholars i ollght he not to confds, that a..greac 
proportion of luch as refort to wl-jat is called the College in Canada come 
out of the Country? They are admittp.d amongH th~ Clergy; and certainly 
Com pore not til'~ Jt",<jl r'::/,c[fA,Je p:ut of it: and there can be no manner of 
doubt, but that the increaie of the number .will be confiderable, in pro
portion to th~ benefits BONing from a It eral eduGation, under well quali
fieJ tearhers. To rejea therefore the means propofed for an end (0 defira
ble, is to prefer the greatell: mi-Jortul1c of the Province, to her general weJ
fare, and th~ inv:·.lu;1ble advantage of a ncar approach to prolperity. 

Nor is there th", leaIl wei~ht in the oojeB:ion, that France fubfi!ted with
out:c'1 Unil'crlity from the fifth to the twelfth century, [0 fhe might doubt
lefs to this clay", under lVlonarchs both def~otic and ignorant: but would he 

" perL!ade us, who look back (carcely t""vo hundred year" that we ought to 
continue a!10ther thouland in ignorance! ;\'0 man of uncierl1anding will a
dOI,t his opinion nor erea his lyl1em on fuch a conclulion. Let the fciences 
languifh under the jtt /t!'" of ignorance, and the cord of defpotifm, but be it 
ours to invite them amongil: us, to feek and to court them. 

Hoc agite 0 f J uvenes, circumfpicit et fiimulat vos, 
Materiam que fioi ducis indulgentia q urerit 

, JtI'vcnal, Sat: 10. 

Let us obren-e, that this copyin is as unlucky in his chronology as in his op
polition: with emphafis he al1erts, that the Univerfity of Paris founded in 
the twelfth centurv, is the oldell: in the world_ If he had read other writtcrs 
tha11 l' Avocat and la Manini('re, he' might have feen that prior to the ninth -
century, Alfred, one of the greatefi Moarchs ofEn:;;land, fl.iled the Great 
by the Hifiorians of all natio-ns, had already cll:ab11fhed the Univerllty of 

Oxford; 

.. Mal/dale oftbe Ml!/tl, filgh PriejJ of the 7'1Ir/U, 
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Quebec, refi.dence du Comma'1da'lt en Chef dans l' Amerique du Nor,j. 

paurrOlt eUe Ie centre GU fe reunircient en gra:1d nombr dC's Et'ldi.lnts de 
diifercntt's Provinces de f.l lYbjdle en Amerique. Dans la Nouvelle EcoiTe. 
Ie i'~OJvealJ Br,.m:~,,,ick, les eL,bE,:-~ments eu 'erieufs, aintl ue dans Ies dif
rerens diHnt1s de ~ebec, il ya .Ies Villes ,ui ,,1lIS etrc ni Londres 01 Pri~ 
ne doivCllt point elre ar>pc1i:cs d.:s Villes defene,: ~ebec, IVJ0ntrcal, lei 
Trois Rivieres, \Villiam Henry font j,]llS peuplees ',uc I: Rapiodille nC' Ie dit. 
Ell-Le par malice 0'1 par ignorJ.'1ce' ll'il ne p,,,L ni dela ;'!')uvelle Johnftown. 
ni de Luneno"rg et plulieurs autres Villes et BOllrp co,ll1derablc" L·it en 
hall!, toit a la Baie des haleun, 'ui tourniroient ~Lll1d nombre d',Eco1ins' 
N~ doit-il pas avouerqn'une gralJde partie de ceux ,:ui trequentent ce '~,Ge I'on 
apF.eie College en Canada, >orte,lt de la ampagne. L? Clerge les ::ldrr et et 
certainement ils n'en font P\ls la panie la moins re1pecrable; et il n'y a au~ 
cun doute que leur nombre ne s'augmenta cuntiderablement a ,ToponiJn de~ 
fnits ue leur procurcmit une Education Iiberale fous d 'hab11,:s Maitres. 
Rej,·tter les moyens d' Education propof(:s, c'eH done f're(erer Ie plus ",rand 
maiheur de la Province a 101). bien gent:ral et l'ineltimable avantage de la 
voir fleurir en peu. 

L 'objeCtion fuivante eft auffi trcs mal fondee, ".la France a fubiiftee depuil !~ 
cinquieme fiecle jDf~u'au douz.eme .ans.Univedite," fl:Js doutt·tous d~'· Mo
nar ues auffi defr'oli'lues _jU'lgnorants, elle aurpit r'-1bfiilee jlf'lu'a ce jour. 
Voudroit-il nous perfuader que nous, qui ne clattons guere que depui< deux 
cents ans, nous devons relter encore mille ans dan, l'i,!;llorance? Nul hOmr:1~ 
(eole n'adoptera fon idee, et n'etablira fon fyi1eme '~r une tolL cor:clulion. 
~e lesfciences languiiTent fous leJftJa~ dt' l'i :,;or,'.nceet It' latet du dt'lpo
titme; pour nous, hatons nous de les inviter a s'etablir parmi nOllS, allons le~ 
cherchtr, iollicitons Ies 

Hoc agzte 6 JU'1Jencs, circumfpicit et jlimulat '1JOJ 

Materzam 'jue jibi duels indulgentta 'jutErit. 
]u'vfilal Sat. [0. 

Remar'1uons ici que ce Copille n'ei1: pas ,.,Ius heureux dans fa Chronologie 
que ddns 10; opr'0fition. II pro'1on<ya avec-em;--ha[e '.Jue l'Uuniv~rfile de ? .. r;. 
etablie dU douzieme /iecle eilla ,~Ius ancienne du monde. ::, 'il avoit lu d'autreG 
aut~urs :ue l' Avocat et L1marti,1iere, il aurait vu, ,u'want Ie neuvieme 
necle uncles plus grands Monar lues qui :,it rorte la Couro.ln', d' Angleterrc. 
et que les hiltoriel1s de toutes nation~ appellent grand, Alfred, avoit [on:!e. 

B I 'U niveriit': 
~--~---------------

¥ Mandemcltt du Mufti, Grand Fretre des crura, 
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Oxford; and that St. Neot, an Abbot, his confidant, drew up fflme of the 
natutes, and was a profelfor of Divinity at that place; that Pope Marin had 
called it " Alma OxonienJium Uni'1.lerj1taJ ," andindowed it with priviledges; 
And whatever prefidcnt Hainault, and others may alledge, the Univerfity of 
Paris, took its rife at the beginning of the ninth century. Our author de
lights ii1 novelty; but tlVO or three centuries, more 01" Ic[s are no [mall 
faults in juft compofition. 

Now for a moment, he is inchanted by II view of the Colonies, and ra
"i!hed with th~ idea of commerce. There he finds, the means that have fa
cilitated the erection ofUniverfitics on th,s Continent: doubtlefs like him the 
American mu[es have an invincible ddight in the noife of Ibip caulking, 
and the huzza3 of mariners arrived from 103g voyages. There i, no difput_ 
ing, fays a~ old proverb, about tall:es. Trahit (ua cillemqu,:: voluptas. Poor 
fill:ers of Greece! the verdure of groves, hills enamelled with Aoweurs, the 
brink of clear ll:reams, winding in fweet murmurs tluo' facred \~al1i~, were 
your delights: your innocent lays lVere echoed by the immortal Virgil un
der the brown !hade of a beach tree relUhans Juh cegmine fagi; All nations 
have planted their Univerlities remote from th-:: buJUe of comm~rce and the 
ihores of the fea. Bolo~l1a, Salamanca, Cambridge, Paris &. &c. &c. 

As to his various quell:ions refpeCting the Government of the Univerlity 
they are ebildijh (.;fe. he underfrandsan Univerfity tobe a corporation or fo
eiety (not I truft of Capuchin Friars) but let him underHand what he plea. 
fes, I can tell him without the help af a Dic1ionary, thzt an Univerfity never 
was, nor will be, other th:m a body of Profelfors and their Scholars, 
under an ellabli!hment by public authority, to teach the fuperior arts and 
fciences. Under whofe direction? I alk in my turn, to whom does it belong 
to e£l.ablif:l it? to the King. The King then will have the direction, agre
able to the maxim, f:0i ,fat ejJc, dat eonfequenter molum eJf. What ra,]k 
is the Billiop or his Coadjut0T to tal{e in it? that which learnin~ and merit 
gil'e in every Univcrlity. There is net (ne in Et.:rope, y.,here the Mitre does 
not give place to the Cap and Slipper of AriC:otle; beftdes Bilhops will 
hereafter hi! taken only fi:o;l1 t!le Body of the Uuiverfity. 

A Union to proteCt both th!! C.1tnriic nnd Protell:ant! This he owns to be 
defireable, but he adds, tl'c/~ (e;'m! or'1.l(lgue. Are th~y more fo t},an thofe 
of his own Letter? "I 'ct'udd fl"fl f.:j c." "I underfland ~" thi! 0' c." "II the 
" !'''''[Ct' ra be ,i'I:"i:;"~"("l or '"f",r-:,':zNe (3 L" ~f thefe arc va::;ue wordS 

why 
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l'Univerl'ite d'Oxford, que fon Confident Ie S:tl~_! Abbe Nect, en avolt re~ 
dige une partie des ftatuts et yavoit profeiTe la Theologie_ ~~ Ie Pape Ma· 
rin 1 'avoit appellee Alma Oxonicnfium Urll-vojitaI et I'avoit decore des pll1~ 
beaux privileges; qu'oi !u'en dife Ie Prefident Hainault et autres. L'Uni. 
vedite de Paris datee du commencement du neuvieme fiecle. Le redatl:eur 
;tim\! la nouveaute, mais deux Oll trois fiecles de plus ou de moins ne font pas 
une legere ["ute d'onographe. 

Prerentement la vue des Colonies l'enchantent, l'jdee du Commera Ie 
lavie; il y trouve les moyens, les facilites, qui ont fait eeablir leI Univ~rfitt3 
du continent. Sans doute lue comme lui les mules Americaines ont un attrait 
in\incible pour Ie bruit des Galefats ct furtout les cris des m<'telots ani"}.IJli. 

d'un long voyage. II ne faut pas dilputer des gouts, dit un ancien proverbc, 
'T rahit lUa quemque '-'Jiil;'! as. Pau vres Sceurs de la Grece, la verdure des 
boccages; des coteaux emailles de mille et mille flellrs; les I)ords cl'un clair 
rui{fealJ ferpentant avec un doux murmure dans les vallons facres, Lliloient 
vos delices. Immortel Virgile, {ous I'epais feuillage d'un hetre, vous faifiez 
retentir Its echos de vos chants innocents. Recubans fit" tegmine fagi. To~tes 
Jes nations ont place leurs unit·erlltes loin des bords de la meT et ]- s embarra_s 
uucommerce. B:>logne, S:damanque, Cambridge, Paris, <.;fe. Gc. 10',-. 

Quant au;! difFerentes queflions qu'i] propo(e ii l'egard de la direClion de 
l'U'liverlite, elles font pueriles, &c. II entend p:Jr une Univerfite, " line 
Corporation eu Communaute" (je penCe bien qu'il n'entend pas une Cem
munaute de Capucin,) mais qu'i! entende cc qu'il voudra, fans feuilJeter Ie 
Dicbonaire jc lui dirai qu'une Univerfite n':;t jamais ete, et ne {era jamais. 
qu'-1i1 corps de Profefreurs et d'Ecoliers etablie par authorite p!!bli ue, pour 
enleigner les hautes fciences et les arts. " ~i en aura la direCtion 1" J e lui 
demande J. qui appartiendroit-il de l'etablir? Au Roi, eh bien, au Roi ap
partiendra la direCtion, {elon cet anxiome !0!i dat rffi a'at con/equenttr moa'um 
dfe. ~el!e place l'Eveque yaura-t-il ou ion Coadjuteur 1" La place que 
done' la kience et Ie merite dalls tome Univerlite: II n'v a a'JC'Jne Univer
file en Europe ou la mitre ne Ie cede au bonnet et ii la' chauife d' Arii1otc. 
D- ailleurs Jes Eveques ne feront plus tires llue du corps de l'L'niverfite. 

" Une union qui protegeroit Ie CathoIigue et Ie Proteftant:" il avou.:: 
~1J'clleelt iidefirer; maiscefont dit-il, "destermeJ lWI '1Jagues," Ie (ontiL 
pl'JS que ceux ci de fa lettre, "Je '1JoudroiJ arv-.7!11,C:fC. j'en/Old pm- rui, 0c. 
Ur n{tcur jfl'~il-i' /,crpftllcJ ou ammo'lJibi!r, 0(, C;)(, f.j'(, Siers termes fone 
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why oaes he OW1\ what they exprefs is to be wifhed for? 11e'is 'in a frjgAt~ 
h~ iurpe~1s danger, What under the fanc'l:ion of BritHh Laws, the royal 
prolDi!e, the Prote.2ion of th~ Ki '1g's Go\'ernor and Council, in the noon 
day lig~t of the ei,;hteenth century! he is in dread, but I am cheered. r 
fee with JeJi;~ht, that the Catholic and prot:fbcn will under -l wife and' 
prud"1t 1d,nil~[l:ration, !bare equal pro.te~io;1: a~ the ~v~d of, our (choola
nO'l~ but illu:niqated profelTors; at their kel ftUdlOUS dlicl':{les In the theets 
and places of public refort, citiuns that love and comfort each other as the: 
GOipel requires. [!b til not hide myfe1f in the corner of a room to watch 
whother a matron comes from her family cares within the houle, and thtt
fat~er from nis arrangements without doors, and take the holy watf'T and 
crofs the' (elves before they go to bed. r !hall go publicly to adore God in 
Ollr Churclm, and pray to him in the language of Virgil and Horacf', I/hall 
with my whole lOllI, befeech the God of all m~rcy to enlighten the ignor2. 
ant, who art' the work of his hands, and that they as myfelf, may by hi. 
grace be made happy to all et('rnity, and let him by the by advert to it, that 
th~ eelia, of the moil Chri aian Kings, the dccillons of parliamel'lt, treat-iei 
of peace and capitulations and in a word the foreiight of law makers could 
not fcreen the clergy of France and the monks, from th2 clamors of tAt' Na. 
tiolla! A.lfembly. Does he imagine that -any body here, £an -place them out 
of the reach of thofe revolutions, which the providence of God permit. 
from age to age. 

}vIm 'l.uitholit prejudices. he confiders as concealed (nares, he is :1frald to 
trun them. at any rate if any !hould be fet, t}jere will not be abundance of 
;eaves and Rowers to cOllceal them. NOlle but himfelf fnfpeCts a Jingle (nare. 
Men without prejudices in the full import of the words, can be no other th::m 
men of good morals, never the prodigal, the Tnl]."r, the debauchee whatever 
[uell a one's freedom. of thoughts -may be, would deCerve the name of a mall 
'T.'Jithout rrejudices even among the Sybarit<e. 

As to f::n:ttics, monners more horrible than the de{erts of 'Africa produce. 
they ou(!ht at all times to be hunted down and b1:1ilbed. The only m,:ll 
then qualified for the chair in our Univer:ity, will be one whoie lectures wil~ 
not be upon que11:ions that are unfit and unprofit:;.ble. 

Who wouB not die with hJghhg-, at the fi';;1, of the ridiculous picture 
Horace alludes to, in the begining of his ./lrlf poetica, to hear a profe{for of 
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vsguedj pour<1uoi dit~il'CJlle ce qll'iJ.s annoncent eft-a de firer ? "n craint, H 
{oups;o-nne Ie danger" Q.:ni, fOll$ la fanction des Loix de la Grande Bre
tagne, la prome/fe RoyaL, la protection du Gouverneur et du Conleil de fa. 
Majefte, au pLin midi dll dixhuitieme fiecle, il craint: pour n:wi tout m'a.
)lime: j 'y vois avec plaifir que Ie Catholi" ue et Ie Protefiant ferom egale
meat proteges fous une admini11:ration fage et prudente. n n 'y aura dans Ie, 
chairs de no".ecoles.'ue de f~avants profdE'urs, fur les banes que ·Ies Ecollers 
ltudieux; d.ans les rues et les places publiques que des Citoycns 'lui [e [up
portent et s'aiment les uns les autres felon I'Evangile. Je n'irai ;,as me 
cacher dans un coin de Chambre pour voir li la mere de famillc aprcs avoir 
bien travaiW:e dans i interieure de fa maifon. e-t Ie rere en avoir regie les ar
Faires au dehors, prennent de I'eall benite et font Ie figne de la Croix avant 
de [e mettre au lit. J'irai publiquement dam nos Eglil'cs adorer Di.u et Ie 
prier dans Ie hng'lge d'Horace et de VirgiLe: J e prierai de tout mon cceur 
Ie Dieu des mifericordes d'eclairer ceux queje crois etre dans I'erreur; quits 
font I 'ouvrage de fes mains; que par fa grace, ainli Jue moi, ils ("iC'!1t heu
reux dans l'et('rnite. D'ailleurs qll'il remarque e1 pa/fant, q'le les Edits des 
Rois Tres Chretiens, les arrets des Parlemens; les traites d~ paix, les 
ca!,itu]'ations, enlin la prevoyance des Ugiflateurs, n'ont p'J mettre Ie CI,:! ge 
de France et les Moines a l'abri des crisde l' AlTemblee Narionale. P"nleQ 
roit-il Qu'ici, quchu'un pourroit Ie rendre fuperieur et inacceffible a ces re~ 
volutions que la divine providence permet de tems en terns. 

Des hommes ,fans prejuges paroifient auffi a [on efprit, un piege cache; it 
craintde sy prendre. Si toutes fois il ya un piege, Ies feuilles et les Heurs qui 
lui cachent ne lont pas en grande abondance, mais nul autre que lui ne [oup_ 
<tonne pas meme cu'il yen ait un; des hommes fans prejug:es dans la force 
du t('rme, ne peuvent etre que des hommes d'une bonne morale, jamais un. 
diffipateur, un avare, l\i1 debauche, 'luel pe libre qu'illoit dans fa maniere 
de Denfer ne (era mis au nombre des hommes fans p~ejuges; les Sibarites 
n1.!me l'eu«ent exclus. 

Q::ant a des fanatiques, monfrres plus a cr:undre que tous cell): que produi
few les dererts de l' Afrique, ils doivent etr" chalTes et bannis pour toujours. 
-L 'homm~ u'liq'Jement calcule pour remplir une chair ,lans notre Univerfite, 
{en clui dOut les lec;:ons feront exemptes de toutes quei1ions etrangeres et 
in nitles. 

~i ne fe pameroit de rire ainfi qu'a la vue du ridicule tableau dont Horace 
parle au commencement de ion art poetique, s'il entendoit un P",,~I';e., de 
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l'hilofopny or AfhoMmy ()pel1. hi~ b~ure upon t:1'~ laws of motion :1nd th~ 
planetary revolutions, with a treatife on EpiJiopa! rigbts, or at a profcffor 
of Anatomy, who in attempling to demonlhate the circulation of the blood. 
fllould fet out with the canonical authenticity of St. Pauls epime to the Hebrews! 

The chairman put the queflion to him, "'Wbethcr it appeared on calCtllati. 
H on tbat tbere are 1101 more than hal.f a dozen people to a pariJh, able to read Dr 

U 'vHile?" fuppofe before we exhibit the anfwer, that the accomplifhed na. 
'Vigator, re:peCted by the whole world, had declared that at Otaheite, he 
had found but a dozen men, and that the Illand was almofl a defert, and 
one of his crew had allo difcovercd another dozen and more of men or 'Women, 
would this invalidate the teilimoney of tl,~ immortal Cook, and induce the 
condufion, that it was a 'WeI! peopled 1I1and [ By alTertillg that UpOll an 
a~J:I'age, there are:? dozen and more. he gives reafo;) for fufpeCting, that 
the al'egation is unfortunately too true; and that our ignorance is great in
deed out of the capital towns. 

" rFbence our d£(,:ourageme>ttf." h:.d he only faid, want of emulation from 
the ncgle.:..t of application i!1 the children, and of reColution in the parents. 
Well! but he illJlli s od himidf in an attack as bold as it is unjull, DOR C H Ea

T E R will be a name dear to us, when our great grand- children £hall have 
e1eared ani {?read over the vail interfpace between th~ latitudc of forty-feven 
where we now dwell, and the polar circle. It will be for ever faid, that 
by his proteCtion the clergy" were laden with royal favours, that they were 
heaped upon the Hobleffe, and that the whole body of the Canadians are 
fenfible of thc benefits. Would, that this might put the mifchief-maker to 
filcnce,who IbouLl. fug~eil it as Extrao,-dina):h that a conquered people dared 
to prefcribe l:ms, and give leffon:; to thofe by whom they had been fubduedo 

CharIern::li,l caUed the great A}euinus of the Englifh {chooh, to ereCt 
l-(:-,ce:>ls in France, he made him his fr"o;:ll·;t~, conferred upon him the rich
ell: benefices of his kinr;dom, and he was bleffej for it by the c1er::::y. 

Fraf]ris the r. had the title of the Reilorer of Learning, but only becaufe 
.~_~ made ::-,~ Sciences flori£h, by t:l'~ learned he col1e~e.l from all countrie.!. 
"EUc],z'l!,aCl from ~cotland, the Govras from Porti1gal. The Pontificate of 
Leo r;!C X. was the age of the fine Arts in Italy, only for th.e Artifis he in~ 
1.1clEd from Greece. 

A Chief J ultice, whore ample erudition [0 ealily unravels the chaos of our 
,p·.lvt 
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l'hilofophie ou d' Afironomie. commencer par Ie traite du droit des Evequci 
" expli ;u,"r les loix du mouv~ment et Ie coun des planettes; ou un Profef. 
feur d'anatomie vOllioir demontrer la circulation dufang dans nos veines pac. 
1a CanoniCle de l'Epine de St. Paul aux Hebreux? 

Ell-il vrai, lui dit Ie Pn~ildent du Comite que fur un calcul de proportio!\ 
il n'y a P:lS plus d 'une demi douzaine dans cha.'lue paroitTe qui {ache lire et 
ecrire." avant d'expofer (a repon(e, je fuppo{e que l'habile Navigateur qlle 
toutes les nations reverent, eut ecrit, que d,1I1S Othaite il n'a trouve qu'une 
douzaine d 'hommes, et q lIC l'Illc etoit prefque dCferte, un de fes fubalternei 
qui allroit decouvert une douzaine de plus d'hommes ou femmes, infirmeroit 
ille temoignage de l'immortel Cook et nous feroit il condure qu~ l'In~ ell: 
tres peuplee? En difant qu'il y en 3. (ur un calcul de proportion environ une 
douzaine de plus, it donne a penfer que I'J,(lertion n'eil: m.lheureu(~ment 
'Jue trop vraie, ct que I'ignorance eft tres grande da'l.s les Campagnes. 

-" D'ou procede Ie decouragement? s'il s'etoit borne a repondre du p~1I 
d'emulation, de I'inconllance d,s enfans, et du dH'lut d~ f~rmete dans lei 
peres et meres, patTe. Mais il (e permet une cenrure alffi hardie 'u'inj'li1:e. 
Nos arrieres neveux auront defriche et peupleront la vaP(c ete'due de tpHe 
qui (e trouve de?uis Ie quarante feptieme degre que nOllS habitons et Ie cer
de polaire. Que Ie nom de DorcheJler fera precieux: Toujours on dira 1ue 
par fa protection Ie Clerge a ete comble des largeffes de notre Augufte Mo. 
narque;" la Nobleife accablee et que tous les Canadims les ont reffnties 
et eorouvees. Impoferoit on file nee a un mecha'1t s'il difoit qu'il e11 extraor
dinaire qu'un peu?le vaincu et conqui3 ore prefcrire des 10iA et donner des 
le<Jons a fes vainqueurs et a fes con':Juerants? 

Charlemagne appele Ie Grand Arcuin des ccoles d' Angleterre pour en e. 
tablir en France: il en fait fon favori: 11 accL'mule fur [a tete les plus riches 
benefices du Royaume, et tout le Clerge l'en felicite. 

Fran<Joi~ premier n'ef1: appelle Ie Reftaurateur des Lcttres que parce qu'il 
les fit Aeurir par les fecours des Gens de '_ettres qu'il al'pella de tous les pai's;; 
les Buchanan d' EcotTe; les Govea de Portugal: Ie Pontificat de Leon dix, 
n'ell Ie liec!e des beaux arb en Italie, que par la quantite de S,(avants qu'il 
fit venir de la Gn§ce, Un J llge en Chef dont la valle enidition de brouille avec 
tant d'aifance Ie cahos de nos differentes Loix, dont Ie nom ell connu avec 
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mixt laws, whore name is known witTI repute in both Hem;rnhere9, an M" 

com~li.hej p;, Jici{ l, to E'1glarrd envied by the FrenehiCademies, who[. 
di'coveri~; a,d ex)eri,nents are celebratC' ~ in th~ mid!! of Paris, by the 
lear l:d rr0fo !for Abl)e S lUri; Wife and hO'loiJra!,le co,mfelloTs, co ,!l:ant_ 
Iy cO·l:uiti.lg Ollr welfare upright judges who· with zealunwl"aried, make, 
runl circuits, to carry thlt ju!l:ice to wido.vs .11d onhans, which tlll'~Y are 
not able t() go to the ca:,lital to obtain; Con{erva·ors of the peace [el...:l:ea 
from our heft citizens an.i placed in every part of tl1 Q Provicice to maintain.' 
public a'ld private tran uility, JO:lt thefe thilgs prodai 'lJ th~ fOfPCafi and 
atte1tiol of our bou'ltiful Governor to all our W1.1ts; ttut his reme.!Jes ·Jre
clf~~b.ll; thlt nobody is forgotten, and that his beneficence is as zmpartial 

'. as it .is u;1l·7.)fl:!:,.,I. 
If'hal the meal/s are.for .fetting up pleparatory .frhools? If not ripe fora Vni~ 

verliey, what the ilL· of introdut'l:or, {chools! To me it [ecms and it is a 
pri'1'iple that the hl:n1:Jk creatur~ lbolJld as much as poffible, imitate the 
cr,'ator in th· manner of his workmanlbip God made the Heavens and the 
E.i"1 h, and then h~ created Lic,hr: th,~ Bini; and the four- footed Beafts, and 
Man for who:n alone it was nee ,thry, had ,,5 yet no exillence. \Vhen we 
have.l Univeroty, pari h Minillers of ze,ll, g-~n~r<Ju, mi.,J"d Seignor" ;)nd 
felible Farmers, ther", un:tecl, will Coon finl the means to er.,Et Prcl"'i!'Or,r 
jcIJoo!s. Till thel, \v'lO c;n i:n l~i'le that ;1uj .. ,1t; will of th-e'l1i'elvcs flock 
tog~ther to wait h idle expecbtion, for an elhbli!hm~nt 6.1 us re(eJ:ved to
ages to come Ca'1aJi:lr,s ~ y')U will continue th'n to :'en1 your children to 
compLt~ their ed-,cation on tho other lid'e of the great Ocean. 

Next lYe have a new or er of objec1s prefe:1tiJg i,relf, gr0wJ1 b)1-1 by the 
!1:rength of his obj~c1ions, the letter writer [oars, takeb. a fl· ght and after 
havi'1:>; hovered in the fly darts at ner..u rights, feizes them, and rr,Llts to 
the BilliOt' of Q2eb~c, an exciulive title to the Eitates of the J duits. 

Whit :lid I ray l he gives him the property? " I J7nllnot he backward 
.. ill the ·ea/ures to /erure their College and other Efl.lIes to the leo/,Ie of Cana
e< da u',Jer ti-}e au'hority of the Bi'l op of Que~.wc: On (he death of Fa
•• ther Glapion t:le \.;overnment will thaealter belong to him thereunto 
« :If'point··d hy the BiJhop." \Vhc:1 Hercule, had .~(jt Gerio:l's Dulls, and 
'Thomas :Kofllican the Ferfian Em?ire, they had [omething for the defence 
of th ir rifhts. 

What think you Gentleml'n, you that arc our law makers and repre[en
tives of our AL1gl' t Soverign, ",ill be th",,~~;,t i') E,'r('lpe, \\hera yOI r re
port will go. of thefe timid expreffions? YOIl Canadiall Gentlemen pi the 
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'loge d-ans l'un et l'alltre hemifphere ; Un me,decin habile que les Accademie .. 
de France cn\'i~nt a l' Angleterre, ct dOllt Ie t~,\Vant Profdfeur l' Abbe 
£auri a celebre au mi.lcJ de Paris leo d<:couvcrtes et les experi.:nces: Ces 
S:llCS et honOLILLs -':on1eillero con:hmment appli : ues a nos i luirets: Ces 
}Ilges integres qui avec un zcle inb.tigable viiitcnt nos ._ampagnes pour ren
dre a I" vellveet l'Ort'hdnla jUlhce ,u'ils ne peuvent venir chercher d:ll1s lao 
CapitOlle. Ces conlervateurs de Ja t'aL'l:; l'Elite de nos meill~llrs Citoyen's 
places dans tous les endruirs de la Pn.H'in:e PO'H Ja tran uilite publique et 
penonnelk, ne nuu, difent ils pas, que nanG Gracieux Gouverneur a prevl1 
et penle a tous nos bernins. 02'il y:l. pn~:,are des remedes eflicaces, qu'il n'a. 
oublie perlonne, et que fa blenfaifanceell auffi imp~rtiale qU'univerfelle? 

". ~el moyen peut on prend:'e pour I'EtaLlijf('mentdes'Ecolespr€para~ 
toirest" 5i Ie terns n'ell: pas vcnu pour un" U 'livcrute, a quoi aboutiront les 
Ies ecoles prep~ratoires? e. me {emble, et e'en un rrincipC', '['humble creature 
do it a~Unt qu'il efl: e.\ elle, imitlf les ceuvres du Createur. Dieu crea Ie Ciel 
et la Terre et a'lffitut apr", la lumiere fut produitc quoiiue les Oileaux, Jes 
qUcld,uped:s, ee,li, l'hvmme pour qui feul elle etoit neceifaire, n'exifl:alTent 
point. AYOllS U:1e U livCflit~ et au.;'[tut des Cures zele, , des Seigneurs gene_ 
feu\:, des A;r~cCltte.Hs de bO.1S f~a; rellnis, lrouveront les moyens d'Etablir 
des Ecoles preparato res. Q.:i croir,l. ue fans eeb, des etudiants {e rai1t:m. 
bleront pour atten.ire dans u"e olii >'e expec1ative, un etabliiTement qu'on re
ferve a des uedes futures r Canadicns, vous continuerez done d'envoyer .:IU 

deb des mers vos enfans completer leur education . 

• lei un nouvel ordre do chafes fe preente: enhardi par]a (olidite de res ob
je('c;v:1s, Ie rej~[te .Ir s'eleve, il ptend {on vol, et apres avoir plane dans Ies 
airs, il fond fur de nouvpaux droit~, il les failit, et donne a l'Eve'jue de 
Qjebee I.~ droit ex·:lufit' (,j[ l'adTli'1i,hation du ien des jet-aites! ~e dis-je 
illl1i ert dv:l'1~ la ?ro0riere! "Jc ne jerois pllS e!oigllii de pref/dre des m'fure~ 
pOla ajJi"'er !:;;,' Cullege et a:t'res biens cl'l peuple Ca!laci'fll; )O:lS l' aulorili de 
I'Ev:'l:te de ZI;!'ct." "A,.)re; la m1rt du Pere GlapiolZ Ie GOlt·vernement ap
pmtiflldra a (elui qui I"i ;;.,.a fuljiltlle pa,.!' E,v/'l"c." Au mains, quand Her~ 
cule S'eI11par"- des hceuf, de Gorion et Thamas Kouli Kan de la Perfe, ils; 
;!voient de 'Iuoi {outenir leur droit. 

Vous Meffieuri nos Le'!i:iateunles reprefentans de Notre Augulle Souve
rain, q'lc \1enfeZ-voLls? ~e penrera-t-on en Europe, au votre Rapport pa_ 
toitr&, de ces timide; expreJ1ions? Vous, Mellieun les ConfeillersCanadiens 
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Counci1, that it is an impolition·; the world fays yOUT' Bilhop has there ideu 
and that there mUll lJe words put into hi~ mouth; revere his heart, his vir. 
tue, his known and ilwiolable attachm~nt to hi, Sovcrign and hi$ Govern. 
ment. 

How excite a ta.fle for kno"tu!eJge in the parijhes? but why infpire ~ taile [or 
fcicllce, if the means are withheld for accom'pliihing it. 

A writer is charged with fcandlizing the c1ergy. i'1 a paper aJledging that 
their policy is to keep the peorle in ignurance? h the anfwa to this 
calumny ;atisfaElory? he oppoles the Ger,erou., mealures f llpofed by Go
vernment and the Council. It is not yet time to let up a Univeriity, or ill 
Clther words, to let the iun of fcience {hine upon the i,oor Canadians. Their 
eyes are too weak; it mull: be refilled, clouds are to be railed. to /hut 
out the fmalLit ray; but the numerous Univerfities of Europe, and in the 
South of America, the (warms of tbe Miffionaries daily raving the dangen 
of the feas, and facrificing their lives to teach and enlighten an ignorant 
people, dt:monllrale that the Catholics do not reject the l~il:nces, but <:u.1. 
tivate the arts ill aU their different branches. . 

Here J halt? I {hall proceed no farther in obfervations, already more 
than fufficient, to {hew that the letter is not, no] can he written by the Bi
lbop of ~ebec. The letter however afords clear proof, of our n'eed of a 
good Logician to correa out ideas of Philologifis and Grammarians to 
leach brevity and energy of language, and E;lifiolary lhle, there are carp
ing Zoilus's, that 'Will !peak, they have my I.eave. as to the penm.ill of the 
letter, I bdieve he is himfdf can vinced of his own infu tficiency, and of 
his Extreme jrlf:/ujficien<:y: !fhe perfi1l:" arch-de{<endcr of ignorance, in the 
eighteenth century! he {hall go to Arcadia, for a Pamt<:d Saint's Head 
g10ry, and apotheofis" J and the nightingales of the coutry /hall chant his 
fame. 

Now Sir. I c:m no longer delay the anfwer you feem to willi for. You 
alk my opinion of the plan projected, and the means for executing it. Dif
tr\l!1:ing my own lights, and with an i'1tir~ cO!1fidence in your's, and your 
knowl1 aH;et1:ion for th~ proff1erity of the Province, T own that I had deter. 
mined to be ii.l~nt, and to watch your [cherne:; and re[o! ves, firmly difpofed 
to {cwud them with all my feflhle firength. 

Yes, 
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lI:'eft une impofition: On dit flue vot!"e Eveque en '1 h F~~,r> I'!'\ hli ~n met 
Ies expreffions a la bouche, J~" ja hcmage a fan cceur, a (a vertu, ?c jon at
tachement inviolable et connu pour fan Souverain et [on Gouvernem('nt. 

" Comment in(('irer da11s Jr:: differ~ntes PHC':I1"",:' Je "out des fciences ,'~ 
P'JUI'1 !,j lel. infpirer Ie gout d.:s {ciences Ii on leur r(!ut~ les moy~ns de s''y 
h:r.'ct1io'1l1 ,:r f 

On aecure un ecrivain d'avoir Calo:nnie It' Clei'j!e, en pnH;~ nt d:ms un 
foit que c'etoit "ne pl1liti)ue du Ckr"e de re'lir In p,udc dan, l'j<Tnorance, 
Lu repon[e d cette calum ,icc ell: elle hi~n fati,.Libnte i i1 s'orpoCe a~x Graci
el!', "l(,/ens cpi no"s iont off,'rts par Ie GOll'cccn'.'TI1",]( et Ie Confcil: " Le 
te'l' n'~i1 ;as venu d'etablir une D,i"'elite';,, C'd1-a clire f~il'e luir:e 
S 1~1 de h Sc;"ncp !ud's ;)]u'Ires Ca 1,1,jicllS; leurs FUX fOlt t"e,? foiblei; il 
{aut mcme op,)oit:r tt Ll ,des 1" '::'C' pe,ur e,) obicucir jur U'~IJ I'F,jnctre 

ra),,"' l'd"j" :"5 nOl;,breu!cs L',;;, .. c:rlitCs d'Euro:'e et Ie S:ld dE' l' '\merilJue. 
Ies efTai ,s de '.lil1.ionnaires l,ui aff"rontent tell'S ks jo,;rs, les:~'eril, des mel's. 
[aeri ~::.-,t leur -,ie "Clur venir iniiruire et echirer les peurl:, i~ncrants demon
tre~lt, que Ips CatholiL\ues ne rejettent p"s Ies Sciences, et'lll'ils cultivcnt 
Its arts dano toutes leurs difl€rentes branches, 

Je m'ar:ete ici; je ne pourfuivrai pas plus loin Cf'S obr"n-ations Cluj {O'lt 

pIll! que fufHantes pour dcmontrt'r que la !ettre n'elt poi'lt et ne pert etre de 
l'Eveque de (L!cl"bec: Au rFile, cette Lettre el1 ellp·meme une preuve fen~ 
£hle que nous a\'ons befoin de bans logiciens, pour reCe. fin nos idees de Phi~ 
Iologues, de Grammairiens, pour GOUS donner Ies exprellions, la conciii("l~ 
l'rnf'rgie, Ie fiile cpill:olaire, De noir, Zo'ilfs parleront, ils en ont la liberte. 
QUJnt au Redacteur je Je crois convaincu de {on in:ufiifance et dc J'l trop ,(!,711~ 

d"~If:>'·Ii(". S'il perfil1oit, Proto defenfeur de I'iQnorance au dix bitieme 
ji~cIc. il jra en Arcadie chercher l'aurcoI~ et !'apotheo[e, et les RollignoII 
du Pa'ilf chanteront fa gloire." 

PrHentement lVfonfiE'ur, je ne p"llS diiferer pIllS longtems un~ reponr .. que 
vons avez paro delirer. VallS drmandez mon oi~,i"1ion fur Ie pbn propore et 
Ies moyens de l'exccuter? Me defiant de m~, propres Jumierfs et rempli au 
(ontraire d"'ne en~i, re COnfi1,"r~ en J~s \'otres, F't cette aifeClion fi co~nlle 
flue vous avez [lnur if t-,:en ".t~,eraI de J" Province, je· VOllS avouer:li ~ue 
J'etois rHolu d,. Qif' (jl·~n ... et d'att(,r,ire \'0' proj~ts et \'05 feloJuq 
tiom a vee une r()~t " d,~, , .. 1 'll: :nn (~e Ies feconder de tout mon foible pOllv0 i r. 

C~ On 
~'-- ----------------=~===-
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Yes, it is high time to eU;tbliili a Univerfity in Canada. !o !lop witn.' 
anouncing it to the public, is to {pread difcouragement, a difcouragemel/~ 
uni-verJal, and give birth to a Difrruft which, it will be very difficult to dir..: 
pel: Dare we flatter ourfelves with a reron of ftudents from all parts, while 
l!othing is executing? our better fort of Citizens, with grief wiH percelve 
th~ir children expofed to the alternatives of ext/c, ignorance or idleneji. \-Va~ 
there ever any earthly undertaking, that W:1S n.ot fm:J.1l in the begining J 
Who can alfo.lre us that our Gracious Soverign, will contin'le to be fo kind. 
ly difpofed towards us, and that the Province wlil always be committed ta
fa good a Governor? 

The means-the funds cannot emb::trrafs us, without prying down into. 
the bowels of the earth indui1:ry will turn them up and clear lighted eyes. 
difcern them. \-Vhat,~ pattern! what hope is not excited by the rerpec. 
table death we are at this mom~nt regretting. Mr. S.mguinet a Citizen of 
commendable fame, having fufbined ,vith honour the diif~rent foci~l Htati. 
ons; as good a Patriot as he was a zealous {.'atholic, dying, has left us a con. 
fiderable fum of money, and feigniory of i'1creafing revenue, a [hining tef., 
timony, that the Canadians figh for good education! and are not behind 
their neighbolJrs, in aifeaion and zeal for the public welfare. Had tho 
[cherne of a Univedity been earlier known, how many of our Citizens would 
h.we anticipated this example! 

As to profelfors they are not all to be found in the Province, but;J. reci. 
procalliberty will Coon procure them, mOflls unfhined, an underftandin~ 

adorned by tal1:e and the ltudy of the fcences ou::;ht to quali,'y for th'" choice, 
and 'We jhall make it. Chriftian divinity being left to the Care of each com .. 
munion, 'tis ofoo cO'1fequence who expounds Ariil:otle and Euclid. Beiides 
Catholics and Protelbnts, being e 1ual objeCts of a righteous and per~etual' 
proteaion, all jeall)u[y will vani:h, and our wife and beloved Government. 
will fet the fine exam?le of that Union, fo 10,1g Wi:lD.l for. 

Marry walls, fpaclous apartments, and the number of Collt'ges, ought 
not to retard us: There is a (lmoLls U,1i.verlity in E.lfO?e, with only one 
Little College. \Vhat is el' n I, is the mo:rit and fame of the profetTors. 
Four Profelfors and one Rea T. ,. propofed by the HO~lOr,.I)le ChJirmall, is 
all we can aik for. As to th n· mbt'r of pari 1«'5 an:l ,h.::( inhabitants, 
~nd refpectlng the revenues of the Church you h~v~ ~,~h:.l)' ,1 ... :.1 f.uisfaClion, 
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Oui il ell: ;:-n'1:l tems ~'etlb!ir une Uni\'erlil~ en C:'n,lh; [e bf'f"" a en 
~\' ir e'\e0.~ le pr~lj.::t dU ""ublic, et S\ll'ret:::o;-y it'r'Jit i~1{piret' un d~C:'.J~F"'c:c:.:£> 
ment uni\'cnel~ faire rl.-\ltl<\:' ,"-~nt- dcil1nce 11)~\t il ien-I:t dl.ll.c~:e ds f~l1r'.; rcve ... 
nir 1'5 efprits, uleron, no"s nous ;Ltt~r de vr::ir rcGiJrtir de to:Jtes ina, 'loS 
EcoJi';rs LT,t qu'ils n',:" verrom D,l, l'e\ecJli<), ? A 'I:',: do l,'ur nos meJ1c;'fs 

fd,Jflt place'S ~ntre rt''(r':ttriatio~ d~ l:lJ,3 ellfans, l'ig:10Ll lee et 
l'ui:ivete Y a-t-il u" et blilrem' ,1t fur 11 terre (bnt I com,nc,l':Tlen;:l 'ait 
ete petit? qui uous :dT,rcu que notre gr':i:u': Souverlin iera toujours JI}ili 

bien diipoie a notre egad, et .;u': h r rovince aUf", toujours i fa tete ,1ll1'ii;1 

bon Gouverneur. 

Les :TJoycns, les [O:lds ne peuv~nt embarniTor, fa'13 fouiller bien aV~71t 
aa:Js I s entr:lilles de la terre des mains 'lldu;lrelJl;~5 les de,:o:Jv;-i"o"t et 
des yeux cla:rs voyant3 les apperCevrOl1L C,tlel exemple! '2-.::c1\c, ,:,C:3 
ne vint tJas de nClU3 d'J'l'l~r lc refp:.:hble C\,c,'U'h qiJe [j,),'\ rcgrptl.o,>,-\Ir" 
S 1 ',,;,clllt:t CiD/e'l Ll,J. [re, :lpres alToir fn Ii ~lJec h::> l'1eur p"r t~)':s ks duTe
relts etats d~ la fociete, au!li b)l pltrio:e que zele CHho!iiue. )1, nous laiff~ 
en mourant U,lC l(lmme d'arge'lt COil:1J'~r:lbk, lllle Seil"neurie dont Ie rev."",] 
ne reut qu'augmef'ter. Eclarant temci:!:n:lc;e que Ie Call1dienne1ClJpire,,i: 
qu'apres Ui1e b0:1l1e ecbcatiot1, et ne k cede point a nJS VJili:1S J:\DS I'a:,cur 
et Ie zele du bien public, Ie projet d'une Univerfite, eut il ere connll 1 ,'.ltd, 

tom ie,l de CitOYC:1S auroient antici~e5 fur Cd exemrle. 

QI11nt aux Profelf~urs on ne les trouvera pas tous dans la T'rovi,oc~; n'o,;~ 

ane liberte recipro cue t]J",S en procurer:l bien tot : des mceLlr6 irr~t"ro(h:lblc,e> 
un efrrit orne par l'et'lde et Ie 2,o.'t rl~s Sciences doivent les 'll,:c1:!1er et 110U~ 
Ies fair I' choitir. La Theo10:::i~ Chreti~nne et:rr,t tl1.:L au'{ Coins de ch'l]ue 
Commun;on; peu importe par "ui Arrifrote, Ellclide, {cront expliques, 
D'ailleurs Ies Catholi ,nes et les ProtdbTlti ct;tnt l'objet d'une jufL et con[ .. 
t,mte proteCl:i(JC}; toute jaloulie difparoitra, et (,ot;'r et aimable Gou
vernement donnera Ie bel exemple de cette union ii longtems deiiree, 

L'epailTeur des murs, les fpacieux appartem~l1s, Ie nombre (,,os C,)ll.',:
ne rloivent pas nous embarralfer; tdle UniverIite ell: tres farneufe e,l El1"~,'" 
qui n'a qu'un tres petit ColJ2?e: L~ merite et la n!pma,i'Jil des P;'Jr'C';L'Jf~ 
font l'effentiel: 02:1tre Proteffeurs et un ReEteur, ainii que Ie p(,l1r: l'hono~ 
lI'able Pr~iiJent, font tout ce que l'on peut uemander. 

02ant aux nombre des Par-;iJTes et des h~bitans, ainu Clue du rroduit de~ 
tontIlbutions E~ddianiques, vous avez 6te f,HisfZ\it:, fur ces article3, 

" C~~c11r?"1 
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Whethcl' there fil't puUit and co!!er i '7le (choo!!? J know none in Canadaol'1 

a puhlic foundation. We owe to the good will of the Gentlemen of the Se
minary at ~ebec, 2nJ the Citizens of Montreal, fuch as we have at pte
fent. There are rome Country Mini;[ers, who havp fchools in their parilh
es, for reading, writin~ and arithmetic; and none others can at prerent be 
ret up. J dont fee why [he Bi:hop does not vifit the E.1t;liih fchools; he 
might, at leal!: as a CLfizw; and mould, for the e"co'Jragement of all that 
are labouring for the public good. I illOUld be afraid to hurt the genero.li_ 
ty of the G~l1tlemell Proprietors of the Public Library of ~ebec if r . 
thought they would convey their Books to any other Hands; beiides the 
Library of the UniverJity will never be mut againft them. 

Fearing that I have already ~e~n too diffIJ(e, I luita talk above my abili~ 
ties, conjuriag you, Sir, a,ld thp r';!il: of the Gentlemen of the Committe. 
liy all t:nt is facred, as a moll: Faithtlll SubjeEl: of the beft of Kin<r'3 aJ 
occupvi 1~ a c1.i'1i1:::lIihd ihtion til. the C:1l1rch of ~ebec, . as a C:nadian 
attached -to his COClntry, by the fl:rongdl: bands, to follow up diligently, 
the great :In] h')nocnhle tlildertakin.~ com;nitted to your trul1; bring fix

ward to a h:lppy COllC\.1JiOll wlnt mllll: be the deJire and joy of every Citizen 
of this PrO\·ince, an Union of Hearts, and a cement of that Union for e'Ver. 

F ulii: the goo] aims 0; our illu ,hious Governor, may he have the fatisladi9 
on, to find his generous meaCures crowned with fucce[s. 

Et fpes et ratio ll:udiomm, i'l C<efare rantum, foJufenim triftes. h:te 
tempeftate, cam<ellas refpe;.it. J1I'V. Sat. 10. 

HoIV glorious to you, Gentlemen, to fee your Names infcribed by the 
h:mds of ~ratitude, at the head of the rolls of the New Uuivcrlity! 

Thefeare my real fentiments, in which I have the Honor to be, very 
.-e(DeCtfu II y , 

SIR AND GENTLEMEN, 

Your moll: Humble and moll: Obedient Servant, 

t CHARLES FRANCOIS DE CAPSE~ 

Coadjutor of Q!!EBECo 

P,;,:t-t1ItlX TremMel, l 
Sib April, 1790. § 
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•• OEelles font Ies ecoles puhligues et Collegiales? Je n'en connois all
cune etablie par autorite publi 'ue en Canada, c'eft a la bonne volonte de 
Meffi'?urs du Seminaire de QEcbec, et d~s Citoyens de Montreal, que nOU9 
devons celles_~ue nous avons pour Ie prHent. II y a plulieurs CureJ de cam~ 
pagne qui ont des Ecoles d'e ~riture, de leCture et d'arithmetique dans leurs 
paroiifes; on ne peut pour Ie prHent en etablir d'autres gu'a d'inltar. Je 
ne vois pas pOllrguoi 1'E\e Jue n'd pas ete vifiter It's Ecoles Angloifes. A':t 
moins comme citoyen, il peut et dllit de l'encouragement a q "icon 1ue trao 
vaille pOUT Ie bien public. Je croirois faire injure ala generofite de Meffieufs 
Ies SouCcriflteurs de la Bibliothe l'e de ~ebec de pen{er qu'ils vouluifen£ 
co~/ier leurs lines a. d'autres. D'ailleurs la Bibliothe':!ue de l'Uaiverfite Ile 
fera jamais ferme e. 

Craignant n'avoir deja ete que trop diffus, je lailfe une tache au deffils de 
mes forces, vous conjure Monfieur et Meffieurs, par tout ce gu'il y a de?lu~ 
facre; comme un des plus fidels Cujets du meilleur des Rois; comme occupant 
uns place diil:i'1guee d<lns I' Eslife de Q:!e~ec. Comme Cd'1aJien attache a. 
fa patrie par les liens les plus etroits, de pourfuivre avec diligence la grande 
et honorable entre,)riie qui VO.IS a ele conliee.- imenez a une heureu{e con
cIufion ce qui doit faire lajoie, Ie defir de tous les Citoyens de cette Province. 
reunir les Cceuri et en cimente"r l'union pour toujours. Repo'1dez aux bonnes 
intentions de notre illuihe Gouverneur; gu'il ait la fatisfaCtion de voir cou~ 
tonner par Ie fucces l-es genereufes demarches. 

Et J)e! et ratio Jludiorum in Cd!Jare tanttl!?J 

Sol,,! emm trifles hac tempcJlate Camt:Cnl<s reJpexit. 

JU7Jenai. Sat.IC. 

QpeUe Gloire pour vaus, Meflieurs, de voir vos noms places par lei maioo 
de la reconnoiifance, a la tete des fanes de la nouvelle liniverfite. 

Ce font mes veri tables fentimens et ceux dans IeLluels 

J'ai I 'honneur d'etre tres refpetl:ueufement. 

MONSIEUR ET MESSIEURS, 

V (Jtre tres humble i:t tres obeilfant ferviteur. 

t CHARLES FRANCOIS DE CAPSEj) 

Coadjulcur de fl<..uibeco 
}J6iNT! AUX TR EMBLES,} 

Ie 5 AHil. '790. 


	9781459129252_0002
	9781459129252_0003
	9781459129252_0004
	9781459129252_0005
	9781459129252_0006
	9781459129252_0007
	9781459129252_0008
	9781459129252_0009
	9781459129252_0010
	9781459129252_0011
	9781459129252_0012
	9781459129252_0013
	9781459129252_0014
	9781459129252_0015
	9781459129252_0016
	9781459129252_0017
	9781459129252_0018
	9781459129252_0019
	9781459129252_0020
	9781459129252_0021
	9781459129252_0022
	9781459129252_0023
	9781459129252_0024
	9781459129252_0025
	9781459129252_0026
	9781459129252_0027
	9781459129252_0028
	9781459129252_0029
	9781459129252_0030
	9781459129252_0031

