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T H ~ 

INTEREST 

GREAT BRITAIN 
Wi~h Regard to ber COL 0 N I E S.' 

~~~~~~HAVE perufed with no fmalI pleafure the letf8f1 
§ .. § §*§ addre.ffed to (Two Great Men. a,nd the Remarks on 
~*§ I §*§ that letter. It is not Il1erely from the beauty,. 
~:~ , ~t~ the force and perfpicuity of expre1liQn, or 
"':;jf'~:f" ~~ the general eleg,ance of manner confpicuou. 
':?' ..... , ..... '""" '"""..... in both pamphlets, that my pleafure chiefly a
rifes; it is I;ather frolp. this, ,that I have lived to fee fubjecb 
ef the greateft importance to this nation publickly difcuIre~ 

\Yithout party views, or pa,rty heat, with decency and polite~ 
llefs, and with no other warmth thm:t what a zeal for the ho
nour and happinefs of our king and country may infpire ;----~ 
~nd this by writers whofe underftanding (however they may 
differ from each other) appears not unequal to their cimdoul: 
and the uprightnefs of their intention. . 

~ut, as great abilities have not always the b~ft infotination~, 
there are, I a,pprehend, in the Remarks fome opinions not well 
founded, and fome miftakes of fo important a nature,. as to ren
der a few obfervations on them. neceifary for the better infarnla •. 
tion of the publick. 

The auther of the Letter, who mult be every way beft able to 
Cuppert his own fehtiments, will, I hope, excu[e me, if I feem,. 
Qfficioufly to interfere; when he conliciets, that the Ipirit ofpa
triotifm, like other qualities good and bad, is catching; and 
'i\hat his long £lIenee fince the Remarks appeared has made us de
fpair of feeing the fubjeCt farther difcuifed by his maftcrly hand. 
The ingenious and candid remarker, too, Who mull: have beel'! 
roifled himfelf before he employed his lkill and addrefli tq mif~ 
- -' .. . lead 



Ie~d othet~, Y'ill certai1l1y, fi~ce he declares he Gt~'!l! nf tzO /eduE# ... 
;n, be difpofed toexc~feeveo~ the weakei1: etVJrt t9 prevent it. 
o And furely if the general opinions that pofTefs the minds of th~ 
l'eople may pollibly be of con(eqllence in publick aJfairs, it muF!: 
be fit to fet thofe opinions rigbt. If there is danger; as the re
~rker fuppofes, th'\t " extrav~gant e~peaations" may. emb;!, .. 
rats " a Virtuous and able miniftry," and " render the nego
" 'tiation for peace a work of infinite difficulty;" there is no 
.(!fs danger that expeCtations too low,' thro' wan~ of proper in~ 
formation, may have a contrary effeCt, may make even a virtu
ous and able miniftry lefs anxious, and lefs attentive to the ob
~aining points in which the honour and intereft of the natio~ 

;are effentially concerned; and the people ~efs hearty in fupport-
~ng fuch aminiftry and its meafures·; .. ,. 

o The people of this nation are indeed refpeCtablf' not for thei~ 
numpers only, but for tl).eir underftanding and their publick fpi
rit': they manifeft the fi;ft, by t1iei~ univerfal approbation of the 
late prudent and vigorous meafuras, and the confidence they fo; 
juftly repofe in a wife and good prince, and an honeft and a
ble adminiftration; the latter they have demonftrated by the 
immenfe fupplies granted in parliament unanimoufly, and 
paid through 'the whole kingdom with chearfulnefS. And 
~n«e t? this fpirit and thefe fupplies our " viCtorie~. and fuc., . 

.) cefTes" have in great meafure been owing, is it quite right, is 
it generous to fay, with the f;emarker, that the people H had. 
no fhare in aquiring them?" The mere mob he cannot 
m.ean, even where he fpeaks of the 71tadnffi if tl:7~ people; for th!!/ 
madnefs of the mob muft be too feeble :md impotent, arm'd as, 
~he government of this country at prefent is, to " over-rule,". 
even in the flightefl: inftances, the " virtue and mDdelation" oJ 
~ firm and fteady miniil;ry. 

While the war continues, its final event' is tluite uncertain. 
The ViCt()rious of th~s year may be the Vanquifh'd of the next. 
It may therefore be too early t,o fay, what advantages w~ ough~ 
abfolutely to in1ift on, and make the jine quibus 1I01Z of a p.eace. 
If the neceflity of our affairs fhould oblige us to accept of terms 
lefs advantageous than our prefent fuccefTes feem to promife us, 
a? intelligent people as our~ is, mufr. fee that neceJ1itYI and wil( 

acquiefce, 
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~cqui.e[ce. :Eut as a pe;tce, whe" it IS made, may be made 
p,aftily; and as the unhappy continuance of the war affords us 
time to confider, among feveral advantages gain'd or to be 
zain'<~, which of them may be moft for our interyft L'O retain, if 
fome and not alllI~ay poBlble be retained; I do not blaine the 
public difquifition of thefe poil'lts, as premature or ufelefs. Light 
often.arifes from a collifion of op;nions, as fire fi'om flint and 
:!lee!; and if we can obtain the benefit of the light, without dan
ger from the !J.eat fometimes produe'd by controverfy, why 
fuoulJ, we difcourage it? 

Suppofing then, that heaven may frill continue to bl!7fs his 
~ajefty's arms, and that the event of this jufi: war may put it in 
~lUr power to retain fome of our conqueil:s at the lTlaking of a 
peace; let us confider whether we are to eOllfine ourfelves to 
~hofe p'p!feffions only that were " the ohjeB,s for which we bega~ 
~he war," Th~s th,e remar~er feems to t~ink right, when the 
queftion rel;ttes ~o « Canada properly fo called,' it having never. 
heen ~ mentioned as one of thofe objeCls in any of our memorials 
4 or declarations, or in any of our publicI.:: aCl whatfoever.' But 
the gentleman himfelf will probably agree, that if the c~fli~ 
on of Ca.nada 'Yould be a real advantage to us, we may demand 
it under his fec(;md head,~s an " indemnification for the charges 
incurred" in recovering our juil: rights; otherwife, according t. 
his own p.t:in,ciples~ the demand of Gaudalollpe can howe no foun
dation. 

That " our cla~ms before the war were large enough for pof~ 
{effion and for fee,urity too," tho' it feems a clear point with the 
ingenious remarker, is, lown, not fo with me. I am rathet' 
of the contrary opinion, and {hall prefently give my reafom. 
~ut firfl: let me obfc:rve, that we did not maH thofe claims be
c::aufe they were large enough for feeunty, but beeaufe we couM 
~ightfully claim no more. Advantages gail1'd in the courfe oC 
this war, may inereafe the. extent of our rights. Our claims be
~ore the war conta,in'd fowe fecurity; but th;;lt is n~ rea[on why 
",e ihould negleCl acquiring more when the demand of more is 
become reafonable. It may be reaumable in the cafe of A7Ierica 

~o alk for the fecllrity recom~ended by the author of the letter, 
~ho' it wOllld be prepofterous to do it in many other c;;lfes: hi~ 

propos'd 
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prpp.os'd demand is founded on the little value of Canada to tha. 
Fren.ch; the right we have to alk, and the power we l;l1ay hav~ 
to infift on an indemnification for our expenees; the difficulty 
the F'(e~ch themfetves ~i1l be under of reftraining. their reftlef~ 
fubjects in berica\from encroa,ching on our li~its and difl:urb. 
ing our trade; and the d\fficulty on our ~ar~s of preventip.g en·. 
Hoachments that may pofiibly exi,ft many years without coming, 
to our knowledge. But th.e iem~ker " dQes not fee why the 
" arguments employ'd concerning a fecu~ty for a peaceabie be-. 
" haviour in Canada, would not be equally cogent for calling. 
(C f~r the fame fecurity in Europe." On a little farther rdlecti.' 
on, he muft I think be fenfible, that the circumftances of the 
two cafes are widely different. - Here we ~r.e feparated ~y the, 
b~ft and cleareft of boundaries, the ocean, '1-)1d we have people; 
iiI or near every part of o.ur territory. Any attempt to encroach. 
upon us, by building a fort, even in the obfcureft corner of 
thefe iflands, muft therefore be known and prevented immedi •. 
ate1y. The aggreifors alfo muft be known, and the nation the,. 
belong to would be accountable for their aggrefiion. In 4meri •. 

ca it is quite otherwife. A vaft wildernefs thinly or fcarce at al~ 
peopled, conceals with eafe the match of troops and workmen. 
Important palres may be feiz'd within our lim,its and forts built 
in a month, at afmall expence, that may coft us an age, and a 
million to remove. Dear experience has tallght us this. But. 
what is ftill worfe, the wide extended forefts 'between olit fet-. 
dements and theirs, are inhabited by barbarous tribes of favages 
that delight in war and take pride in murder, fubjects' properly 
neither of the hene.; nor EngliJh, but flrongly attach'd' to the. 
former by the ~.rt and indefatigable induflry of pri~fts, fimilarity 
of fuperftitions, and frequent family alliances. Thefe are eafily;, 
and have been continually, inil:igated to fall upon and malracre 
our planters, even in times of full peace between the two crowns •. , 
to the certain diminutioll; of OUf people anq the contraction of 
our fettlements." And tho' it is known they are fupplyed by the 

French, 

<\> A very intelligent writer' or that country, Dr. Clark. j", his Obflrvali~lls, 
tTl .rh" fate a"1 pre1!nt Conduff oft~e Frmrb, &:c. printed Olt BoftOtl 1755. ra,Y" 
•. ~ne Indians I!I t~e French IOter~n are, upon all proper opportUl11tlfs. 

Ullb&;ated by thm pnclh, wl10 have generally, the 'hief !Ilanagement ~f' 
. .. theg' 



French, ~nd carry th~ir priJ9ners to them, we can by complain.,. 
iDg obtain no redrefs, as t~~ governors of Canada have a :ready 
<cxcufe, that the- Indians are an in dependant people, over whom 
they have no poWer, and for whofe aCtions they are therefore 
,not accountable. Surely circumfia!1ces fo widely diiferent, may 
reafonably authorife different demands of fecurity in America, 
hom {uch as are ufua! or neceffary in Europe. 

The remarker, however, thinks; that' our real dependance 
for keeping " France or any other nation true to her engage:;. 
c, mertts, muft not be in demanding fecurities which no nation 
«c whilft independent c~n give, but on 'our ownftrength and our 
4' own vigilance." No nation that has carried on a war with 
difadvantage, and is unable to continue it, can be faid, under 
filch circumil:ances, to be independent; and while either fide 
thinks itfelf in a condition to demand an indemnificadon, there 
is no man in his fenfes, but will, {teteris parillUs, prefer an in
demnification that is a cheaper and more eifeCtual fecurity than 
eny other he can think of. Nations in this :lituation 'demand 
end cede countries by almoft every treaty of peace that is made. 
The Fr~nch part of the ifland of St. Chrijiophers was added to 
Great-!Jritllin in circwnftances altogether :limilar to thofe in 
which a. few months may probably place the country of Canada. 

Farther 

• tneir public councils, to alhof hofiility againlt the Englijh, even in time 
• of profound peace between the two crowns. Of this there are many undc~ 
• IIi able inftances: The war between the Indiam and the tbloi:lie~ of the 
~ 1!la!fachtifttts·1JaJ and New.Hampfhire, in 1723, by which thore colonies 
• Iu/fercd fo much damage, was begun by the infiigation of the French; their 
• fupplies were from them, and thcreare noworiginal lettersof fcverd Je
d fuits to be prod\,lced, where!>, it evidently appears, that they were ()ontiriu~ 
• ally anil!latilll!l.the 1~di3fl5, when alma(\: tir~d with the. wat; to a farther 
• profecutlon of It. The French not only cl(clted the Indlalls, ~nd fupPort~ 
• ed them, butjoincd their own forces with theql in' all the late hofiilitiell 
• that have been committc4 within his ~ajell:y's ptovjl}ce pf Nova Scotill. 
A And from an intercepted letter this year from the Jefuit at Pellobjrot, aNd 
• from other information, it is certain that they have been ufing their Ute 
I -mofl: endeavours til e){citc the Indial,'ls to new aas of hO!l:ility againll: his 
8 Majefl:y's colony of the MajJa(huf~tlJ·T3aJ, and fome have been coromi tted. 
• ...... The li'renconQt only excite the Indians to alts of hamllty;' bllt re~ 
« ward them for it, by buying the E,nglifo prironers of them; for the ran
• Com ofeaeh of which they afterwards,demand of us the price that is ufually 
i given for", flave ill thelll oolol'liell. They do this under, the. rpecious pre~ 
8 tl:nce Qf refcuing the p,?or prlfoners from the cruel ties anlll barbari ties of the 
, favageli I but in reality to encourage them to coutinue their depredations, 
• ~.ssthcvcan by this means get morchy hunting the Englijh than by hunt
C ibg wild "ealls; and the Fren,ht the fame time aro thereby en~bled tQ 
; ~i~11 ~ a lilrie !;II/lly of Indianuntircly ilC th"~fcncc of the En:I(fo.~ 
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Farther fecunty has always been deemed a niotiv~ ~vi~h a. coii~ 
queror to be lefs moderate; and even the vanqUlIh d mfill: upOlI 
fecurity as a rcafon for demanding what they acknowledge th~y 
(;ould not otherwifc properly alk; The fecurity of the frontler· 
of France on the fide of the Netherlanris, was always confidered 
in the negotiation that begun at Gerlruydenhurgh, and ended witti 
that war. For the fame reafon they demanded and Had Capj 
Breton. But a war concluded to the advantage of France has al
ways added fomethin~ to the power, either of F~ance or th~ 
houfe ofBourhon. Even that of 1733; which ilie commenced 
with declarations of her h~ving no ambitious views, and whicH 
.finilhed by a treaty at which the minill:ers of France repeatedly 
-declared that ilie defired nothing for herfelf, in effeCt gained for 
her Lorrain, an indemnification ten times the value of all het 
North American polfeffions. 

In iliort, fecurity and quiet of princes and ftlitb haveevet 
,been deemed [ufficient reafons, whenfupported by power; foi 
difpofing of rights ; and fuch difpofiti9n has never been looked 
.on as want of. moderation. It has always been tHe foun': 
dation of the moll: general treaties. The fecurity of' Germa~ 
was the argument for yielding confiderable polfeffions there to 
the Swedes: and the fecurity ~f Eu!op~ divided the Spanijh mo';: 
narchy, by the partition treaty, made between powers who had 
no other ri.ght to.difpofe of any part of it .. There can be no ce['; 
":lion that is not tuppOf~d at leaft, to encreafe the powet. of th~ 
party to wh6m it is miJ.(li::: It is enough that he ha,s a right to 
aik it, and that he does it not merely to [erve the purpofe~ of a 
,dangerous ambition. Calzada'in ili,ehands of Britain, wlIl . en",: 
-danger the kingdom of France as little as any other cefficin; and' 
,from its fituation arid circumftances cannot be hurtfui to any o~ 
,ther frate. Rather, if peace be anadvantilge, this ceffion may 
be fuch to all Europ&. The prefent war teaches us, thatdifputeOl· 
arifing in America, may be an occafion of embroiling nattonS: 
who have no concerns there. If the Fretzcb reniai~ in Canada 
and LouiJia1ia; fix the boundaries as you will between us and: 
them, we mull: border on each odrer for more than 1500 miles. 
The people that inhabit the frontiers, are generally· the refufc 

Of both mition~,ofte1l9f the worn mQral~ il.nd. Ui-e l;ifi difcretion; 
. - , 
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l'"hfJce frOm the .eye, fhe pruclenc.e, ariel the reftraint of go~ 
vernmerit.. Injuries are therefore f}equently, in fame ,part or 
other of fa long a frontier, committed on both fides; refentm:ent 
provof(ed; the toloniesfirft engaged, and then the mother 
countries. And two great nations can fcarce be at War in Europe;; 
but f0111e other prince or {tate thirtksit a convenient opportunity, 
to revive Janie lll1dent claim, feize fomi' advantage; obtain forne' 
territory, or enlarge fOllie pmvei- at the expence of a neighbour. 
The flames of w!lt 'once kirtdhid; often fpreild far ahd wide, and 
~he inlJchiefIs infinite: ,Happy it prov'd to both' nations, that 

f the Dutch were prevailed on finally to cede the fife'1-u Nether/aliefs 
(hoW the province of ,Kew-rork) to us at the peace of 1674; a 
peace that has ever :lince continued betvve~n u's;, but !\l1l~ have 
been frequently difturbed, if they had retained the poifeffion of 
that country, bordering feveral hundred miles,on our colonies of 
Pennfylvitnla we:!hvatd; Co£ii'elticut and the Mq~chufittJ eaftward. 
Nor is it to be wondered at that people, of difrereht language, re
ligion, and manners; ihould ill' thofe remote parts eI!gage in fre
quent quarrels; when we find; that even. the people of our own 
colonies have fre'quently been fo exafperated againftea.chother in 
their difputes about boundip:io:s; as to proceed to open vioicnce 
:ind bloodihccL 

But the remari<er thinks we ihall, b~ fufficiently fecure ih .Amc-. 
Hca, if we < raife Englifh forts at ,fuch P<J.!fe~ as may at (mce inak~ 
i UsrefpeCl:able to w.1.e French and to the indi(;n riatious." The 
fecurity. defirable in America, may be confidered as of t~ree kinds; 
i. A fecurity of poifeffion; that the Fi-ench fuaU fl6t drive us dut 

(if the country. 2. A fecurity of our ,planters from the inroads, 
oHavages; arid the murders committed by~h~m;. 3~ A fecurity 
that l:he BritiJh nation ihl',ll nOt be obl~g'd on every new wiir tp re
peat the immefe expenee occaJion'd by this; to defend its poiICf
lions in Anzerica. Forts in the moft impotant paffes; may, I ac-' 
knowledge; be of ufe to obtain tne firi'l: kind, of fe~u:1ty; but as 
thofe iituations ate far adva:nc'd beyond the lnhabitanl:§, 'the ex_ 

. pence of maintaining and [upplying the garrifollS; will be very 
great even inume oHdll peace; andimmenfe 'on every interrup
tion ofit; as it is eari fo.;.Jkulking parties of the enemy in fuch 

Jj' long 
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long roads thro' the woods, to intercept and cut ofF ollr convo"s , / ; 

unlefs guarded continually by great bodies of men. The fecond 
kind of fecurity, \viII not be obtained by fuch forts, unlefs they 
were conneCted by a wall like that of China, from one end of ou'r 
fettlements to the other. If the Indians when at war, march'd 
like the Europeans, with great armies, heavy cannon, baggage 
and carriages, the paifes thro' which alone fuch armies could pe~ 
11etrate our country or receive their fupplies, being fecur'd, 
~1 might be fufficientIy fecure ; but the cafe is widely different. 
They g~ to war, as they call it, in fmall parties, from fifty men 
down to five. Their hunting life has made them acquainted with 
the whole country, and fcarce any part of it is impraCticable to 
fuch a party. They can travel thro' the woods even by night, 
and know how to conceal their tracks. Theypafs eafiIy between 
your forts undifcover'd; and privately approach the fettIements 
of your frontier inhabitants. They need no convoys of provi
:lions to follo\v them; for whether they are iliifting from place 
10 place in the woods, or lying in wait for an opportunity to 
fl:rike a blow, every thicket and every fl:ream furniihes fa [mall 

, a number with fufficient fubftflence. When they have furpriz'd 
feperately, and murder'd and fcalp~d a dozen families, they are 
gone with inconceivable expedition thro' unknown ways, and 
'tis very rare that purfuers have any chance of coming up with 
th61ffi. *" In iliort, long experience has taught our planters, that 

they 

• , AhhO\1gh the Indians live fcattered, as a hnnter's life requires, they 
, may bt colJd1ed together from olmofi any difiance, as they can find their 
, fublifience f-rom their ~n in their travelling. Rut let the number of the In
• dians be what it will, they are not formidable merelx on account of 
, their numbers,. there are many other circmmftances thlat give them a great 
, advantage over the E,;gliJh. The EngliJb inhabitants, th",ugh numerous, 
, are extended ovtr a large tratt of land, 500 leagues in length on the fea~ 
, /hare; and: although fome of their trading towns are thick [ettled, their 
, fettlemenu in (heconntry town6 mn(t loe at a diftance from eacA other, 
, betide" that in a new country where lands are cheap, people are fond of 
, acquirinl( large tratt, to themfelve,s; and therefore in the out iettlement9 
• they mila be mMe remote: and a s the people that move nllt are ge.nerally 
, poor, they fit clown eithe'i: where they can ealid]: procure land', or Coonell: 
, faife a [uhrinente. ,Ad.! to this, that the Eng/if], have fixed' fettled habit,... 
, tions, the ~afiefl: and /hortefl paffages te \II bich the II/dians, by conf(antiy 
, J;J\1nting in the woods, .reperfdHy well acquainted with; wher~s the E'I-
• gtijl; know little or nothing of the Indian country, nor of the paffages thro' 
• the woods that lead to it. The Indjan way of making war is by [udden at· 
~ t.~ki I1~O~ c){~o[;d ~.m; J\P4 i/.~ [oon a~ ~l.ley hi¥; \tone mi[,hief, th.ey 

, re~u; 
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they cannot r<fly upon forts as a fecurity againft Indian!: The 
inhabitants of Hackney might as well rely upon the tower of 
Londoll to fecure them againft highwaymen and houfebreakers. 
As to the third kind of fecnrity, that we thall not in a few years. 
have all we have now done to do over again in AIJterica; and 
be obIig'd to employ the faffie number of troops, and fhips., at 
the fame immenfe expence to defend our pofle!uons there, while 
we are in proportion weaken'd here: fuch forts I think cannot 
prevent this. During a peace, it is not to be doubted the 
French, who are adroit at fortifying, ""ill likcwife ere a forts in 
the molt advantageous places of the country we leave them, 
which will make it more difE.cult than ever to be reduc'd in cafe 
IDf another war. We know by the experience of this war, how 

extremely 

, retire and eIther go home by the fame or rome different rout, as theythiflk 
, fafeO:; or go to fome other place ata siftance to renew tbeir Itroke. If 
• a [\ltficient party !bould happily be ready to·purfl~e them, it is a great chance 
• whether in a country confifting of woods andfwamps which the Englijb 
< are not acquainted with, the enemy do not lie ill ambuAl for them in lome 
• convenient place, ond from thence dell:roy them. If this lhpuld not bl! 
, the cal., bllt the Englijh lhould purlue them, as loon as they have gained 

the rivers, by means of their canoes, to the ule of which they are brought 
• upfr@m their infancy. they plerently getouloftheir reach: furhter, if a 
, b<odyofmenweretomacchinto their country to the pbce where they are 

fcttIed, they can, upon the leall: notice, without great diladvantag., qui t 
• their prelent habitations, and betake themfelves' to new Olles.' Clark', 
Vbfervations. p. I3. 

, It has been already remarked, that the tribe. of the Indians living llpon 
• the Jakes and rivers that run upon the back of the EngliJh [etdements in 
• North America, are very numerous, andean fQrni!b a great numbfl of fight
, ing men, all perfelll y well acquainted with the ufe of arms as loon as capa. 
, ble of carrying them, as they get the whole of tbeirfubfillence from hunt. 

ing; and thatthi. army, large as it may be, can be maintained by the Fre1lcG 
, withont any e"pence. From their numbers, their fituation, and the rivers 
, that rnn into the Englijb rettI.ments, it is eafy to conceive that they can;;t 
• any time make an attack upon, and conaantl y annoy as many of the expoCed 
, Englijh fettlcments as they pleafe, and thofe at any dillance from each other. 
, Theeffdt.nffuchincurfions h,vebeen too feverelyfelt by many of tile 
, Brili/bcolonieo,nottohcvery well known. The entire breaking up of 

places that hod been tor a conficleroble time fettled at a great el{pence,both 
, oflabollr and money; burning the houfes, dellroying the {tock,killing and 

making pritoners great numbers of the jnhabitans, wi th all the cruel uf:1ge 
, they me~t with in their captivi ty, is only a part of the fcene. All other 
• places thatare expc,fed are kept in continual terror; the lan~s lie waHe 
, and unniltivated from the <langer that attends thofe tbat tball pre/lIme to 
, work upon them: beiidesthe immen[e chargethe~governments muft be at 

in a very ineffectual manner to defend their extended frontiers; and a1/. 
this from the influence the French have had over, but comparatively, a 

, few ofcbe Indiallf. To the fame or greater evils ail! will everyone of the 
, (oloni;s be exp.,fed, whenever the fame influence !ball be extended to th~ 
~ IV hoI e bod y of them.' Ibid. p. ~0, 
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extremely difficult it is to march all army thro' the Amcriail'l 
woods, with its ,peceifary ca,nnon and fiores, fumcient to reduct; 
01 very night fort. The accounts at the treafury will teJJ you 
what amazing fums we have neceifarily fpent in the expeditions 
againft two very trifling forts, Duq7/1fitt and Cro'wnPoint.. 
While the F,weh retail1 their influence ovc;r the IndiallS, they 
can eamy 1~'e8p our long extended fr011tier in continual alarm, 
by a very fc"\v of thofe people; and with a fmall number of re
gulars anJ militia, in fuch a country, we find they can keep an 
<lrmy of ours in full employ for feve,"al years. Vl e therefDre !hall 
not need to be told by our colonies, that if we leave Canada, 

however circumfcrib'd, to the French, " rJJe ha'Ve done nothing ;~' 

we ihall fOQn be made fenii.ble o,urfylves 9f this, truth, and t,J 

OUF c~ft. 
I would not be underftood to deny that even if we fubdue 

and retai~ Calzada, {ome few forts may be of ufe to fecure th\! 
goods of the traders, and protect the commerce, in cafe of any 
fudden mifunderftanding witl} any tribe of Indiam: but thef\! 
forts wiiI be befc ll~der the care of the colonies intereil:ed in the 
Indian trade, and garrifon'd by their provincial forces, and a,t 

their own expenc.e. Their oWn intereil: will tllen induce the Ame-

1'iean govermnents to take care of (uch forts in proportion to their 
importance; and fee, that the officers keep their corps full and 
mind their duty. But anY tl:oops of ours plac'd there and ac
counntable here, would, in fuch remote and obfcure places and 
at fo great a diftance froJ;l1 ~he eye and infpection of fuperiors~ 
foon become of little confequence, eyen tho' the French were, 
left in pojreffion of CalZ(lda. If the four independent compa
nies maintained by the crown in J.fecw York more than forty years, 
at a great expence, conftfcecl, for moll part of the time, of fag_, 
gats chien),; if tlleir o7ficers enj2-:i'd thcir J?laces as fine cureS, 
and were only, as a writer~' of the country j1i1e~ them, a kind 
of military monks; if this' was the flate of troops pO'Pled in a popu.
lous country, where the impofttion could not be fo well con-' 
~eal'd; what may we expect wiil be the cafe of thofe that ihall bl': 
pofted two, three or four hundred miles from the inhabitants. 
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III fuch obfcure and remote pbces as CIO'LL'.'1 PoilZt, 'Qf-1.Utg~, Du
Jilr/:e or Niagara? they would fcarce be even faggots; they 
1vould dwindle to mere names upon paper, and appear nowhere 
but upon t\e muHer rolls. 

Now all the kinds of {:::curit\, we .have mention'd are obtain'd 
by fubduing and retaining C,7;,·ad,7. 'Our prefent pof1eilions in 
America, are fecnr'd; our pl~llters will no longer be maifacred 
by the Iild,",w.r,. whq depending abfoillrely on ll,s for what are 
~0\Y become tile necdElri~" o;-life to therp, guns, powder, hat
chets, knives, and cloathing; and having no other Europealls 

neai·, that can either rl1pply them, Qr inftig-ate them againil: ns; 
there is no'doubt of their being always difpos'd, if we treatthel-;l 
with common jui1i,ce, to li\'e in perpetual peace with us. And 
with regard to France, f11e cannot in cafe of another war, put 
us to the irnmenfe expence of defending that long extendefl 
frontier; we {h2Jl then, as it were have our backs againft a wall 
in ./inc!'i,,?, the fea-coaH: will be e'afc1y protcCled by our fl1periQT 
Inaval pow~r; and here" our own watchfulnefs and our ftrength" 
will be properly, and cannot but be fUCi:;ef.,fully employed. In 
this iituation the force now clilplo),ed in that part of the world, 
may be fpar'd for :eny other fel-vice here or elfew;lere; fo th~t 
both the offeniive and defeniive ftrength of the Britijh empire On 
the whole will be greatly increafed~ 

But to leave the French in poifeffion of Cm/ada when it is ill 
(lUT power to rcmo,ve them, and depend, as the remarker propo
fes, on our own " jlrength and '7JJatchfulneJs" to prevent the mif
~hiefs that may attend it, ieems neither f'!Je nor prLldent. Htlp
pyas we now are, under the beft of kings, and in the profpea: 
of a fucceilion promiiing every felicity a nation was ever blef.s'd 
~vith: happy too in the wifdom and vigour of every part of the 
adminii1ration, particularly that part whofe peculiar province is 
tl~e Britifb plantations, a province every true Eng/if/mIen lr:Cs 
,vith pleafure under the principl direCtion of a noblanan, as 
much diHingl1i!h'd by his great capacity, ,,-s by his unwericd 
and diiintereHed application to this important departmen\; we 
cannot, we 'ought not to promife ourfelves the uninterrupt.~d con
tinuance of thofe bleffings. Tlle rafety of a confiderable part of 
~he fbte, ;!nd the intere!1: of the whole are not to be trufl:ed to t1t" 
. . ~~ 
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wifclom and vigour of future adminiftrations, when a fecurity is 
to be had more effectual, more conftant, and much lefs expenfive. 
They who can be m6ved by the apprehenfion of dangers fa re
mote as that of a future independence of our colonies (a point I 
fhal1 hereafter confider) feew fcarce1y confiftent with them~ 

felves when they fuppofe we may rely on t11e wifdom and vigom' 
of an admil1iftration for theiT fafety. 

I fhould indeed think it lefs material whether Canada were 
ceded to us or not, if I had in view only the /ecurity if poJlejJion in 
our colonies. I entirely agree with the Remarker, that we are 
in North America " a far greater continelltal as well as naval 
« power;" and thllt only cowardice or ignorance can fubjecr our 
colonies there to a French conqueft. But for "the fame reafoll I 
difagree with him widely upon another point. I do not think; 
that our" blood and treafure has been expended," as he inti
mates, " in the callfe if the colonies," and that we are" making con, 
" queftsfor them:" yet I believe this is too common an error, 
I do not fay they are altogether unconcerned in the event. The 
inhabitants of them are, in common with the other fubjects of 
Great Britain, anxious for the glory of her crown, and extent of 
her power and commerce, the welfare and future repofe of the 
whole BritiJh people. They could not therefore but take a large 
ihare in the affronts offered to Britain, and have been animated 
with a truely BritiJh JPirit to exert themfelves beyond their 
:t1:rength, and againft their ~vident intereft. Yet fo unfortunate 
have they been, that their 'virtue has made againft them; for 
upon no better foundation than this, have they been fuppofed 
the authors of a war carried on for their ad'Valltage only. It 
is a great mil1ake to imagine that the American country in quell:i_ 
on between Gl'eat Britain and France, i3 claimed as the propert;y 
of any individuals or publick wdy in America, or that the pof
{eilion of it by Great Britain, is likely, in any lucrative view, to 
redound at all to the advantage of any perfon there. On the o
ther hand, the bulk of the inhabitants of North America are land
Owners, whofe lands are inferior in value to thofe of Britai11 

only by the want of an equal number of people. It'is true th; 
acc~ffion. of the large territory claimed before the war began, ef
:peclally If that be fecured by the polfeffion of Canada, will tend 

to 
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t·) the increafe of the Briti/h fubjeCts fafter than if they had heen 
confined within the mountains: yet the increafe within the moun
tains only, would evidently make the comparitive population e. 
qual to that of Great Britaill much [ooner than it can be expected 
when our people are fpread over a country fix times as large. I 
think this is the only point of light in which this queftion is to be 
viewed, and is the only one in which any of the colonies are con
cerned. No colony, no poffeffor of lands in any colony, there
fore wil11es for conquefts, or can be benefited by them, otherwife 
than as they may be a means of fecuring peace on their borders. 
No conJicierable advantage has refulted to the colonies by the 
conquelb of this war, or can refult from confirming them by the 
peace, but what they muft enjoy in common with the reft of the 
Britifh people; with this evident drawback from their fhare of 
thefe advantages, that they will neceffarily leffen, or at leaft pre
,'ent the inereafe of the value of what makes the principal part of 
their private property. A people fpread thro' the whole tract of 
country on iliis fide ilie Mij1iJlipi, and fecured by Ca;lada in our 
hands, would probably for fame centuries find employment in agri
culture, and thereby free us at home effectually from our fears of 
Americalz manufactures. Unprejudic'd men well know that all the 
penal and prohibitory laws that ever were thought on, will not be 
fuflicient to prevent manufactures in a country whofe inhabitanti 
furpafs the number that can fubJift by the huibandry, of it. That 
this will be the cafe in America foon, if our people remain confili
ed within the mountains, and almoft as foon fhould it be unfafe 
f{)r them to live beyond, tho' the country be ceded t!~ us, no man 
acquainted with political and commercial hiftory can doubt. Ma
nufactures are founded in poverty. It is the multitude of poor 
without land in a country, and who muft work for others at low 
wages or ftarve, that enables undertakers to carryon a manufac
ture, and afford it cheap enough to prevent the importation of 
the fame kind from abroad, and to bear the expenee of its own 
exportation. But no man who can have a peice of land of his 
own, fuflicient by his labour to fubJift his family in plenty, is 
poor enough to be a manufacturer a,nd work for a mafter. Hence 
while there is land enough in America for our people, there can 
never b:;- manufa..'11.<res to ... ny amount or valu~. It is a ftriking 

"bfervatiQn 
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o1ifervation of a very able peli, that the natural liveliflOOd of th~ 
thin inhabitants of a forelt country, is hunting; that of:!. greater 
number, pall:urage; that of a middling population, agriculture; 
and that of the gre,iteil::, manufachtres; which lail:: muil:: fubiiH: 
the bulk of the peopl~ in a full country, or they muil:: be {ubiiil:

to. by charit)" or periih. The extended population, thei'efore; 
that is moil:: advantageous to Great Eritain, will be bell: effected; 
becaufe only effech;ally fecur'd by our poKeilion of Canada. So 
far as the being of our pre[ent colonies in North ,ilmerica is con
cerned, I think Indeed with the remarker, that the French there 
are not " aJZ eJZemy to be aip1'ehhtded," but the expreilion is too' 
vague to be applicable to the prefent, or incleed to any other 
cafe. Algiers, 'TUllis and 'Tripoli, unequal as they are to this na
tion in power and numbers of people, are enemies to be full ap~ 

- prehended; and the HighlaJlders of Scotland have been fa for many 
ages by the greatcJl princes of Scot![m'd,md Eritaitz. The wild Ir1jh 

were able to give a grcat deal of difturb,mce even to ~een .Eli-' 
::::abeth, and coll: her more blood ~md treafure than her war with 
!/pain. CCJZ/:!da in the hands of France has always ftinted the 
growth of our colonies : In the courfe of this war, and indeed' 
before it, has dil1urb'd and vex'd even the beft and ll:rongeil:: of 
them, has found means to murder thoufands of their people and' 
unfettle a great part of their country. Much more able will it, 
be to ll:arve the growth of an infant fettlement. Cmzada has alfo 
found means to lliake this nation to fpend two or three millions a' 
year in America; and a people, how fmall foever, that in their 
prefent iituation, can do this as often as we have a war with: 
diem, is, lhethil1ks, " ~1Z enemy to be apprehended." . 

Our North Americmt colonies are to be coniidered as the fran': 
clef of the Eriti}h eml'ire on tlEtt jide. The frontier of any do
niil;ion being attack\l, it becomes not merely " the calife" of 

the people immediately afFeEted, (the inhabitants of thDt fron
~icr) but properly" the ca7'./e" of the whole body. Where the 

fro~tler people owe and pay obedience, there they have a right 
to look f(jr protectio~. No political propoiitiol1 is better eftablilhed 

fhan this. It is therefore invidious to reprefent the " blood and' 
treaillre" fpent in thi's \'.'~r,ilS [pent in " the caufe of the co10-' 

'i nie~" only, ;;md: that they m';: " ;;.bflud and ungrateful" :..£' 
thvy 
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they trunk we have d:me nothing unlefs ~ve " make conqueRs for 
~f them," and reduce Canada to gratify their " vain ambiti
" on," f3c. It will not be a conqueil: for them, nor gratify any 
Vain ambition of theirs. It will be a conqueft for the whole, and 
all Our people will, in the increafe of trade and the eafe of taxe9. 
find the advantage of it. Should we be obliged at any time to 
make a war for the proteCtion of our commerce, and to fecure 
the exportation of our manufactures, would it be fair to repre. 
fent fuch a war merely "as blood and treafure fpent in the caufe of 
the we~nTers of York/hire, Nor'1.vich, or the Wejl, the cutlers of 
Sheffield, or the buttolt"makers of BirmillghafJl? I hope it will 
appear before I end thefe iheets, that if ever there was a national 
'War, this is truly fuch a one: a war in which the intereft of the 
'f),J/;ole nation is direaIy and fundameRtally concerned. 

Thofe who would be thought deep1y 1ldlled in human nature; 
dfeG: to difcover felf-intere1ted views every where at the bottom 
of the faireil:, the moil: generous conduCt. S'lfpicions and char
ges of this kind, meet with ready reception and beleif in the 
minds even of the multitude; and therefore lefs acutenefs and 
ilddrefs than the remarlw· is poJreifed of, would be fuflicient to 
perfuade the nation generally, that all the zeal and fpirit mani
fefted and exerted by the colonies in this war, was only in 
u their own caufe" to " make conquefts for themfelves," to 
engage us to make more for them, to gratify th.eir " own vain 
., ambition." But fhould they now humbly addrefs the mother 
country in the terms and fentiments of the remarker, return her, 
their grateful acknowledgments for the blood and treafure ihe 
had fpent in " their ca.uft," confefs that enough had been done 
i. for them;" allow that " Englijh forts raifed in proper paffes • 
• , will, with the wiBom and vigour of her adminiftration" be a 
fufficient future proteCtion; exprefs their defires that their peo'; 
pIe may be confined within the mountains, left if they are fuf
fen~d to fpread and extend themfelves in the fertile and pleafant 
country on the other fide, they fhould " incre«ji; infinitely from all 

" cazifes," " live wholly on thei~ own labour" and become in= 
dependent; beg therefore that the French may be fulfered to ree 
main in poJreffion of Canada, as their neighbourhood may 

be "fdid to pn:vent oW' iru:rea{e; M<1 the removing them 
«; m~1 
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may " in its confequence3 be even dangerous." I fay, !hould 
fuch an addrefs from the colonies, make its appearance here, 
though, according to the remarhr, it would be a moil: juir 
and ;eafonable one; would it not, might it not with more juflice 
be anfwered; vVe underfrand you, gentlemen, perfeftly well: 
you have only your own intereft in view: you want to have the 
people confined within your prefent limits, that in a few years 
the lands you are poJfeifed of may increafe tenfold in value! you 
want to reduce the price of::.bon by increafing numbers on the 

fame territory, that you may be able to fet up manufactures and 
vie with your mother country t you would have your people kept 
in a body, that you may be more able to difpute the commands 
of the crown, and obtain an independancy. You would have 
the Pnnch left in Canada, to exercife your military virtue, and 
make you a warlike people, that you may have more confidence 
to embark in fchemes of difobedience, and greater ability to fup~ 
port them! You have tafted too, the fweets of TWO or THREE 

MILLIONS Sterling per annum fpent among you by our fleets and 
forces, and you are unwilling to be without a pretence for 
kindling up another war, and thereby occafioning a repetition of 
the fame delightful dofes ! But gentlemen, allow us to underfrand 
our interefr a little likewife: we !hall remove the French from 
Canada that you may live in peace, and we be no more drained 
by your quarrels: You !hall have land enough to cultivate, that 
you may have neither neceility nor inclination to go into manu
factures, and we will manufacture for you and govern you. 

A reader of the remarks may be apt to fay; if this writer 
would have us refrore Canada on principles of moderation, how 
can we confiil:ent with thofe principles, retain Gaudaloup, which 
he reprefents of fa much greater value! I will endeavour to ex~ 
plain this, becaufe by doing it I !hall have an opportunity of 
!bowing the truth and good fenre of the anfwer to the interefted 
application I have juft fuppofed. The author then is only ap~ 
parently and not really inconfiftent with himfelf. If we can ob

'tain the credit of moderation by reftoring Canada, it is well: 
. but we !bould, however, reftore it at all events; becaufe it 

would not only be of no ufe to us, but " the poifeffion of it (in 

." his opinion) mayin its conrequenc~ be dangerous," .As ho\\, ~ 

WhYa 
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Why, plainly, (at length itcomes out) if the Frwc,6 are not left 
there to check the growth of our colonies, " they will' extend 
" themfelves almolt without bounds into the il\-land parts, and 
" increafe infinitely from all caufes ;--- becoming a numerous, 
" hardy, independent people, poJlidfed of a ftrong country, com-' 
,~ municating little or not at all with England, living wholly on 
" their own labour, and in procefs of time knJ\-iing little and 
" enquiring little about the mother country." Inl1lOrt, accord
ing to this writer, our prefent colonies are enough and 
numerous enough, and the French ought to LG left in North _1-

merica to prevent their increafe, left they become not only ufelefi 
but dangel'ous to Britain. 

I agree with the gentleman, that with Canada in our poilciIi
on, our people in AJlte1'ica, will increafe CE!2zl11g1y. I know
that their common rate of increafe, where they are not molefl:ed 
by the enemy, is doubling their numbers every twenty live years 
by natural generation only, excluiive of the acceffion of foreign
ers.t I think: this increafe continuing, would probably in a cen
tury more, make the number of Britijh fubjeas on that lide the 
water more numerous than they now are on thi3 ; but I am far from. 
entertaining on th<tf accoqnt, any fear5 of their becoming either 
ufolels or da;zgo'otlS to us; and I look on tho{e fears, to be merely 
imaginary and without any probable foundation. The icii1ltr

her is referv'd in giving his re3.[ons, as in his opinion this " is 
not a fit fubjea for difcuffion." I {hall give mine, becaufe I con_ 
ceive it a fubjea neceilary to_ be difcufs'd; and the rather, as thofe 
fears how groundlefsand chimercial [oev:,;;-, may by <poileffing the 
multitude, pollibly induce the ableil: miniilq tocc,;l["0rm to de:"" 
againft their own judgment,' and thereby prC;C1t the aguring to 

the. 

t The reafon of this greoter increafe in Ami!ric~ t:,an in Europe, is, that 
in oldfettledcountrie, all trades, forms, office" and employmenlsa!'e full, 
and many people refrai,; marrying till they lee an opcning~ in which they 
ca" fettle themfclves, with a realonable prafpea: of maIntalflll1g a famIly: 
but in America, it being cafy to obtain I and which with moderate labou~ 
will afford fubGll:ence and [omething to fpJre, pCGple marry more readIly 
and earlier in life, whence arifesa numerous offspring and the f",ift popul". 
tion ofthol'e countries. 'Tis,. common errnr ,that we cannot hll our pro
vinces or increafe the number of them, without droilling this ",alion of its 
people. The increment alQ,Oe of our prefent colonies is [ufficient for both tl;}o!.e 
RUlpo[ea. 
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the Britifo name and nation a ftability and peqn!inency that n~ 
man acquainted with hiftory durf!: have hoped for, 'till our Am~. 
rican poffeffion~ 'bpened the plea1ing profpeB:. " 

The remarker thinks that our people in America, " finding 
" no check from Canada would extend themfeIves' almoft with-
0< out bounds into the inland parts, and increafe infinitely from' 
"allcaufes." The very reafon he affigns for their fo extending, ' 
and which is indeed the true one, their being" invi.ted to it by 
~f the pleafantnefs, fertility and pl~nty of the country," may 
fatisfy us, that this exten1icln will continue to proceed as long as 
th~re remans any pleafentfertile country within thei; reach. And 
if we even fuppofe them confined by the waters of the MiJliJlipi 
weil:ward, and by thofe of St. Laurenc( and the lakesto the nbrth
ward, yet ftiII we fuallieave them room enough to increafe even 
in the jptirji manner of fettling now praais'd there, till they a
mount to prehaps a hundred millions of foul$. This muil: take 
fome centuries to fulfil, and in the mean time, this natIon mull: 
neceffarily fupply them with the man ufaCtures they confume, be
~aufe the new {ettlers will be employ'd in agriculture, and the new 
fettlements will fo continually draw off the [pare hands from the 
old, that our prefent colonies will not, during the period we have 
mention'd, find themfelves in a condition to manufaallr~ !'!venfOJ; 
their own inhabitants, toany confiderabl~ degree, much lefs for, 
thofe who are fettling behind them. Thus our trade muft,. till 
~hat country becomes as fully peopled as $ng/and, that is for cen~ 
turies to come, be continually incr~afing, and with it our naval 
power; becaufe the ocean is between us and them, and our Jhip~ 
an<l feamen muil: increaf~ as that trade illcreafes. . . . . 

. The human body and the political differ in this, that the iirf1: 
is limited by nature to a certain ftature, which, when att;Un'cl 

,it cannot, ordinarily, exceed; the other by better' government 
and more prudent police, as well as by change of manners and 
other circumftances, often takes frefu frarts of growth, after being 
long at a frand ; and may add ten fold to the dimenfions it had 
for ages been confined to. The mother being of full ftature, ~s 
in a few years equal'd by a growing daughter: but in the cafe 
of a mother country and her colonies. itis quite different. The 

growth 
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growth of the children tends to encreafe the growth or the Ji1Q. 

ther, and fo the difference and fuperiority is longer preferv'd . 
. Were the inhabitants of this iflandlimited to theirprefent num~ 
per by any thing in nature, or by unchangeable circumfiallces. 
the eq uallity of population between the two countries might in .. 
~eed fooner come topafs : but fureexperiencein thofe parts of the 
iilandwh~re . ~anufactures have been intl'oduc'd, teaches us, 
that people i,ncrea.fe and multiply in proportion as the means and 
facility of gaining a livelihoodincreafe; and that this Wand, if 
they could be employed, is capable of fupporting ten times its. 
prefent number of people. In proportion therefore, as the de. 
ID .. nd increafes for the manufactures of jj,.itain, by the increafe 
of people in he:: colonies, the numbers of her people at home 
will increafe, and with them the ftrength as well as the wealth 
'Of the naticr:.. For fatisfaaion in this point let the reader COJll

pare in his l[,;"d the number and force of o~r prefent fleets, with. 
ilur Reet in ~e~n ElizabEth's time" before 1ve had colonies. 
Let him compare the ancient with the prefept ftate of our towns 
and ports onn!" wefrern coaft, Manchefler, Liverpool, Kendal, 
Lancafler, Gla/gOC1.v, and the countries round them, that trade 
with and manufacture for our colonies, not to mention Leed!. 
Halifax, Sheffield and Birmi1tgh6lm~ and confider what a difference 
there is in the numbers of people, buildings, rents, and the va
lue of land and of the produce of lan~, even if he goes back nQ 
farther than is within man's memory. Let him compare thofe 
cOl,lntries with others on this fame Wand, where manufactures 
have not yet extended themfelves, obferve the prefent diffe
rence, and reflect how much greater our ftrength may be, if 
numbers give ftrength, when our manufacturers ihan occupye
very part of the iiland where they can poffibly be fubfifted. 

But, fay the objectors, " there is a certain dillance from the 
rea, in Afllerica, beyond which the expence of carriage will put 
a ftop to the [ale and confumption of your manufactures; and 
this, with the difficulty of making returns for them, will oblige 
the inhabitants to manufactute- for themfe1ves; of courfe, if you 
fuffer your people to extend their (ettlements beyond that dif~ 

~am:~, 

~ Viz. 40 [ail, none f,)f I'l1ore.than ~o gunf,. 
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talice, your people become ufelefs to you:" and this. difhmce is, 
limited byfome to 200 miles, by others to the Apa/acbian moun
tains. Not to infif!: on a very "plain truth, that no part of a do
minion, from whence a government mayan occa:fion draw {up
plies and aids both " ()f men and money, tho' at too gteat a dif-· 
tance to be fupply'd with manufaCtures from fame other pan, is 
therefore to be deem'd ufelefs to the whole; I {hall endeavour, 

, to {how that thefe imaginary limits of utillity, even in poiM of. 
commerce are much tOO narrow. 

The inland parts of the continent of Eu,-ope are much farther' 
from the fea than the limits of fettlement propofed for America. 

,Germany is full of tradefmen and artificers of all kinds, and the 
governm~nts there, are not all of them ,always favourable to the· 
commerce 'of Britain, yet it is a well-known faCt, that our ma
nufaCtures find their way even into the heart of Germany. Afk 
the great rnanufaCturers and merchants of the Leeds; Sho.ffield, Bir
mingham, Mancho/Jer and Norwich goods, and they will tell 
you, that fome of them fend their, riders fi-equently thro' 
France or Spain and Italy, up' to Fiemia and back thro' 
the middle and Jlothern parts, of Germany, to fhow famples 
~f. their wares and collect biders, which they receive by aI
rodt every .mail" to a val! amoupt. Whatever chargesarife ," on 
the carriage of goods, are added to the value, and all paid by 
the confumer. If thefe nations over whom we have no govern
ment, over whofeoonfumpt~on we can have no influence, but_ 
>yhat arifes from the cheapnefs and goodnefs of our ware~; whofe . 
t!ade, manufaCtures, or commercial conneCtions are: not fubjeCt 
to the contraul of our laws, a,s, thofe of our colonies certainly are 
in fome degree: I" fay, if th~(e--nati~~s purchafe a~d confume 
fuch quantities 'of our gQO~S, notwithihm:ding the re~otenefs of 
their fituation from the fea; how much lefs likely is it that the 
fett1~rs in America~ who muf!: for ages be employ'd in agricult;re 
chiefly, !hould make cheaper for themfelves the goods our ma-. 
nufaCturers at prefent fupply them with; even if we Juppofe. th~ 
carriage five, :fix or feven hundred miles from the tea 'as difficult 
and expenfive as the like dif!:ance into Germany: whereas in the 
latter, the natural .diftances are frequently doubled by political 
obftruaions, I mean the intermix'd territories and clafhing in.., 

terelh, 



tereils of princes. But wh.en, 'we confider'that the inlana parts 
of America are penetrated by great navigable' rivers; that there 
,are a number ~f great lakes, communicating with each other, with 
thofe rivers and with the fea, very fmall pottages here and 
there excepted ~* that the rea coalts (ifone may beallow'dthe ex
preflion) ofthofelakes only,amount at leaft to 2700 miles exclu
five of the rivers running' into them; many of which are navigable, 
to a (>l'eat extent for boats alld canoes, thro' vaft tracts of coun
try; how lit.tle likely is it t~at the expellee on th~ 4 carriage 
ofouFgo6ds into thofe countries, fhould pre\'cnt the ufe of them. 
If the poor bldians in thofe remote parts are now able to pay for the 
linnen, woolen and iron wares they are at prefent furnifh'd with 
by the French and Englijh t.raders, tho' Indians have nothing but 
what they get by hunting, and the goods are loaded with all the 
iUlpoiitions fl'aud and knavery can ,contrive to inhance their va
lue; will not induftrious Englifh farmers, hereafter {ettled in 
thofe countries, be much better able to fay for what fhall be 
broug,ht them in the way of fair commerce? 

If it is alked, what can fuch farmers raife, wherewith to pay for 
the manufactures they may want from us? I anfwer, that the 
inland parts of America in queftion are well known to be fitted for 
the produilion of hemp, flax, potaih, and above aU :/ilk; the 
fouthern parts, may produce olive oil, raifons, currans; indigo, 
and cochineal. Not to mention horfes and bJack cattle, which 
may ealily be driven to the maritime ma.rkets, and at the 
fame time affift in convoying other commodities. That the 
'commoditiesfirft mentioned, may eafily by water, or land 

. carriage be brought to the fea ports from interior, America, 
will not [eem incredible, when we refleel:, that hemp for~erly 
came from the Ukraine and moil: fouthem parts of Ruffia to Wolog
cia, and down the D'lJJina to Archangel, and thence by a perilou£ 
navigation round the AOI·th Cape to England and ather parts of 
. Eul'cf!· 

• From Nr:w York into lake Ontario, the, land carriage of the feveral porta
ge,altogether, amounts to but about 27 miles. ,From lake Ontario into lake 
Erie, the land carriage at Niagara is but about I2 miles. All the lake,above 
Niagara communicate by navigable firaits, [0 that no land carriage is necef.. 
fary, to go out of one into another. From PrefiJ,,'ijle on lake Erie, there 
life but J,5 miles !al1d~carri.ge, aEd that a good waggon mad, to Beef River a 
,.ranch ofche Qhio, which brings you' into a navi~ation of many thOllfand. 
miles inland,if you take togethertheObiQ, the MiJJifJipi, and ~11 the treat 
l'ivsp alld brallGh~Hh~\nlll iJ;l~9 tim\l. ' . 



, . 
l!uropi. It 1).OW caInes from the fame country up the Dnitptr and 
down the Dunll with much land carriage. Great part of the 
RujJia iron; no high priced commodity, is brought 3000 miles by 

land and water from the heart of Siberia. Furs, [the produce 
too of America] are brought to AmJlerdam from all parts of Sile
ria, even the moil: remote, Kamfchat/ka. The fame country fur
niilies me with another infrance of extended inland commerce. It 
is found worth while to keep up a mercantile communication be~ 
iwee~ Peking in China and Petetjburgh. And none of thefe inftan
ces of inland commerce exceed thofe of the courfes by which, at 
teveral periods, tbe whole trade of the EaJl was carried on. Before 
the profperity of t.he M amalitke dominion in Egypt fixed the il:aple 
tot the riches of tlle Eafl at CaIro and Alexandria, whither they were 
brought from the Red Sea, great part of thofe commodities were 
carried to the cities of CaJhgar and Balk. This gave birth to thor,,; 
towns, that frill lubfift upon the femains,' of their ancient opulence; 
amidft a people and country equally wild. From thence thof~ 

goods were carried down the Amu, the ancient OXU!, to the Cal
pian Sea, and up the WoIga to Ajlrathtln, from whence they were 
tarried over to, and down the Don to the mouth of that river, and 
thence again the renetians direaIy, and the Genoife and renetia~s 
indirecUy by way of Ktiffa and'Trebifinde, difpers'd them thro' the 
l.1edittrrantan and fome other parts of Europe. Another part of thore 
goods was carried over land from the Wolga to the rivers Duna 
and Nc'Va; from both they were carried to the city of Wifluy in 
;the Ba/iick, fo eminent for its fea-laws; and frem the city of 
ladoga. on ,the Ne'Va, we are t61d they were even carried 
hy the Dwilla to Archangel, and from thence round the North 
Cape. 

If iron and hemp will bear the chQrge of carriage ftom this 
inland country, other metals will as well as iron, and cer~ 

tainly filk, fince 3d. per lh. is not not above i per cent. on the 
value, and amounts to £.28 per ton. 

If the growths of a country find their way out of it, the mamie 
faaures of the countries where they go will infallibly find 
their way into it. They. who under1l:and thea:connomy and 
principles of manufaCtures, know, that itis impoflible to eftablilh, 
them in places not populous; and even in thofe that are popu
lQys.lwdly l'Qllible tQ eftabliih them to the prejudiGe of the 

place. 
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p!:ices iilreiidy in pofi"effion of them; Severai attempts h3.~e 
been made in Frantf a~d Spain, countenanced by the government; 
to draw from us and eftablilh in thofe countries; our hard~ware: 
~nd woolen tnanufaEtures; but without [uccefs; The rea[ons are 
'various. A manufacture is part of a great fyftem _ 6f cornmerce~ 
which takes in conveniencies of various kinds, methods of provid
ing materials of all forts, machines for expediting and facilitating 
labour, all the channels of correfpondence fdr vending the wares; 
the credit and confidence necefi"ary to found and fupport this cor~ 
Fefpondence, the mutuiil aid of different artizans, and a thou[and 
other particulars, which time and long experience have gradual_ 
ly eftablilhed. A part of [uch a fyftem can~ot fupport itfelf with.; 
out the whole, imd before the whole can· be obtained the part 
perilhes; Manufactures where they are in perfection, are carried 
On by a rimltiplicity of hands, each of which is expert only iii 
his own part, no one of them a mafter of the whole; and if by 
any means fpirited away to a foreign country, he is loft without 
his fellows. Then it is a. matter of the extremeft difficulty td 
perfuade a compleat fet of workmen, 1killed in: all patts of a ma
Iiufactory to leave their country together and fettle in a foreign 
land. Some of the idle and drunken may be enticed away, but 
thefe only difappoint their employers, and ferve to difcourage the 
undertaking. If by royal munificence, andan expenee that the 
profits of the trade alone wo.uld not bear. a compleat ret qf good 
:and fldlful hands are :cpllected and cam~d over, theytind [0 

much of the fyftem imperfect, {o many things wanting to C!!fry 
on the trade to advantage, {o many difficulties to overcome, and 
the knot of hands fo- ,.eafily broken, by death, di{[atisfa:Ction 
and defertion, that tliey and their employers are difc()uraged to
gether, and the pfbjeR vaniihes into (inoke~ Hence it happens. 
that eftablilhed manllfaclul'es li.re hardly ever ioil:, but by for..; 
reign conqneft, or by fome -ejninent interior fault in manners or 
govemment; a bad police pppreffing and difcouraging the work. 
men, or religious perfec.utiol).S driving the fobef and induftrioils 
Out of the country. There is il) fAort, fc;tree it lingle in1l:ancei 
in hiftory of the contrary, where manufactures have once ~akeI\ 
,nrmrQot. They fometimesftart llpin a new place, but are gene. 
r,ally'(upported like exotic plants at more expenee than t)ley are 
vl'orth for any thing but curiolity, until mere new feats bC,C.'?JIle 

. P. ~t 
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the refuge of the ma.nufacturers driven from the old ones. Th~ 
conqueft of Conflantinople and final reduction of the Greek em
pire, difperfed many curious manufacturers into different parti 
of Chrijlendom. The former conquefts of its provinces had be
fore done the fame. The lofs of liberty in Yerona, Milan, Flo

rence, Pifo, Pijloia, and other great cities of Italy, drove the 
manufacturers of woolen cloth into Spain and Flanders. The 
latter I1rft loft their trade anc~ manufacturers to Antwerp and the 

. cities of Brabant; from whence byperfecution for religion they 
were fent into Holland and Englalld. The civil wars during the 
minority of Charles the firft of Spain, which ended in the lor~ of 
"the liberty of their great towns, ended too in thel lofs of the 
manufactures of 'loleda, Segovia, Salamanca, Medina del campo, 

f.:jc. The revocation of the edict of Nantes, communicated. to 
all the Proteftant parts of Europe, the paper, filk, and other va
luable manufactures of France, almoft peculiar at that time to 
that country, and till then in vain attempted elfewhere. 

To be convinc'd that it is no t foil and climate, .or even free
dom from taxes, that determines the refidence of manufaCturers, 
we need ·only tur~ our eyes on Holland, where a multitude or 
manufactures are ftiII carried on (perhaps more than on the (ame 
extent of territory any where in Europe) ann fold on terms up
on which they cannot be had in any other part of the world. 
And this too is true of thofe growths, which by their nature and 
the labour required to raife them, come the neareft to manu
factures. 

As to the common-place objection to the North American fet
tIements, that they are in the fame climate and their produce 
the fame as that of England; in the 11rft place it is not true; it 
is particularly not fo of the countries now likely to be added tf,) 
Our rettIements; and of our ptefent ~()lonies; the produas, lum
ber, tobacco, nce and indigo, great articles of commerce d() 
not interfere with the products of England: in the next place; & 

man muft know very Iittleofthe trade of the world, who does 
not know, that the greater patt of it is' carried on between coun~ 
tries whore climate differs very little. Even the trade betwee. 
the different parts ofthefe BritiJh iflands, is greatly fuperior t. 
that between Enl/atl(l and all ~e W dllrlfli6 j41'lndi put toge
Iher. 
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If I have be~n fi:Jccefsfull in proving that a confiderable com. 
merce may and will fubfift between us and our future moft in
land fettlements in North America, notwithftanding their diftance, 
I have more than half proved no other inconveniency will arife 
from their diftance. Many men in fuch a country, muft H kno'l.IJ," 

muft " think," and muft " (aI'e" about the country they chief
ly trade with. Thejuridicial and other conneCtions of govern
ment are yet a fafter hold than even commercial ties, and fpread 
direCtly a~d indiremy f<\r and wide, Bufinefs to be follicited 
a,nd caufes depending, create a great intercourfe even where pri
vate property is not divided in different countries, yet this di
vifion will always fubfift where different countries are ruled by 
the fame government. Where a man has landed property both 
in the ~qther country and a province, he will almoft alwaYI1 
live in the mother cc;mntry: this, though there were no trade, is 
fingly a fufficient gain. It 'is raid, that Ireland pays near a million 
Sfe/'ling annuall;r to its abfentees in England: The ballance of 
trade from Spain or even Portugal is fcarcelyequal to this, 

LeJ it not be faid we have ~o abfentees from North America. 
There are many to the writer's knowledge; and if there are at 
prefent bu~ few of them that diftinguiih themfelves here by great 
€xpence, it is owing to the medioc~ity offortune among the in
habitants of the .Northern Colonies; and a more equal divifion of 
landed property, than in the Jrrjl 11/dia il1ands, fa that there are 
as ret but few large f;ftates. But if thofe who have fuch eftatei 
refides ~pon and take care of them thtmfelves, are they worfCll 
fubjeCts than they would be if they lived idly in Eng/mzd? Great 
~erit is afi"umed for the gentlemen of theFYejllndies, on the fcore 
of their refiding al\d fpending their money in England. I would 
not depreciate that m~rit; it is confi.derable~ for they might, if 
~hey pleafed fpend their money in France: but the difference be~ 
tween their fpending it here and at home is not fa great. What dtlll 
theyfpend it in when they are here, butthe produce andmanufac
tures of this country; and would they not do the fame if they were 
at home! is it of any great importance to the Englijh farmer,whe
ther the WeJlIlZdia gentleman comes to London and eats his beef, 
pork, and ton'gues, frefh, or has them brought to him in the lFeJl 
:[1/dies falted : whether he eats his Englijh deefe and butter ~r 
Wil'\ks his ElZg/ifh ale at Londoll or in Barbados? Is the clothier's. 

,r 
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or the m~rcef~s. or the ·cutler's, Of the toy~man.fs, profii ltlfs; fo~ 
their goods be~ng wQfll and confumed by the fam~ perrons refid,,:, 
ing on the other fide of the Qcean ? Would not the profits of 
the l1lerchantand mariner be rather grea,ter, and fome' additio'l 
mad~ to our navigation. fllips~nd feamen! If the North ./Jmeri
fan gentleman frays in ~s()wl1 coun~ry., ~nd lives there in that 
degree' Qf lUXury" and expen~e w.ith regard to the u~ of Britijh 
manufaCtw-es •. that his fortune entitles him to; may not his, ex
~mple (froIIl the iIIlita\:iQn of f~p~riors fo· natural ~o ma~kind) 
{pread the ufe of thofe manufaaures among hundreds of families 
aroun4 hiIIl, and occafion ~'~~chgreaterdemandfor the!Il. th~n. 
it wo~Id do'ifhe fllo~ld remove and live ill Lo~don / . 

Howe~er 0i~' Ulay be, if ~our vlews of immedi~te adva,ntage~ 
~t feerns preferable that the gentleUlen of large fortunes in NQrt!~ 

. .I1mfri~"a ili?uld~e~demuc~ ~~ Engla,~d, 'tis what may furely be 
expeCted as faft as, ruch fortune; are acquired thete. Their hav~ 
~ng "coliege~ of their ow~for the educat~on of their youth," will' 
not prevent it; A little knpwl~dge and learningac.quired, ;,ncrea-' 
fes the appetite for 'more; and Will'make the converfation of the 
learned on this fide the ;"~ter more ftrdngly d~fired. Ireland has 
~ts univerfity iik~wife; yet ~~ ~oes not preven~' ~e imJtienf~ 
pecuniary benefit we receive frOm that kingdo~, And there 
,vill always be in tile conveniencie~ of life, the politenefs~ the 
pleafures, the ~agniJic~nce of the ~eigning'country, ~any othe~ 
~ttra:aions befides thofe oflearning, to draw men of fuMance; 
there, where" thay can, apparently at ieait. have the beft bargain 
of happinefs for then. money ~ , ", " ,... , ., ., "... . .. ~. .' 

Our trade to,~e Weft 'n"-~aifiands is undoubtedly a v~uable 
lOne: but whatever is the amount of it, ~~ has long been at 2 

frand. Limited ~~ oUJ;'fug~ planters are by the fC3Jl~~efs' ofters : 

ntory, they cannot increafe.much beyond their prefent number; 
;And tIU,s is an evil, as I fllall fllew hereafter, that will be little. 
iielped, by o~r keeping Guada'oupe.'Th~ ~~ade to our 'z.1orther;;. 
Colonies, is not only greater, but yearly increafmg with ~e in~ 
creafe of ~eople; and even'in :i greater proportion, as' the pea
rle increafe in wealth and the abiHty off pending as wellas in num·, 
bers. I have already faid. that ou~ people in the Northern CQ
Janies double in about 25 years, eiclufiveofthe ac~eilion~fi~an.
gers. That I fpeak within bou~ds. I appeal to the authen~ 
~c aCqlunts frequently required by the -board of ~a.de; ana" 

trinfmitte~ 
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ttanfmitted to tha~ board by the refpe~ve governors; of which 
:accounts I thall felect onens a fample, being that from the colony 
¢ Rhode ljland*; a, colony that of all the others receives the leaft 
;lddition from {hangers. For the insreafe of our trade to thofe co-
lOnies, I refer to tl1f 3:ccounts frequently laid before Parliamentp 
Py the officers of the cl\ftoms. and to the cufrom-houfy b.ooks: from 
which I have alfo felected oll:e account, thatofthe trade from ling.,. 
land (exc1ufive oJ Selll/and) to fenjjf.va.1Jia t; a colQny moft re~ 
markable for the piain fruga,l man'ner of living o~ its inhabitants, 
and the ~ofr fufpected of carrying on manufactures on accountaf 
the number of GennalZ a,rtizans, who are known to have tranfpla,n_ 
~ed themfelves intQ that country, tho' ev-=n thefe, in truth when they 
~omethere, generalty apply themfelves to agricultUre lis, thefureft 
fupport andmofl: a,4vantageo1.1s employment. By this account it 
appears, that the expor~s to that province have in 28 years~ in 
Cleafed nearly ill the proportioll of 17 to 1 ; whereas :he people 
dlemfelves, who by other autl1entic accounts appear to dou~le 
their ni:1mbe.rs (the fu,lUlger~ who fetttled there incl~tied)in about 
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!C~PJ of t~~. R~PIJrt of GQ,1U~nOr Hopkins to llu Bo.ar:d o/Tr:ade, on t/Jt NzIm.~erG 
ofPeDp!~ '" Rbpde Ij1and. .• 
In obedience to your 10rdJhips' commands; I have caured the wlthn1' ac

~OUnt to be taken by ollicers under oath By it (hne appea!S~o be in this 
~olony, at thiltime 35,9'39 white per!ons, and 4697 blacks, ch,efly negroes. 

In the year 1730, by order oflhe th~n lordg comOliffioner.s of ~rade and 
lila stations, an account was 'taken oft/le number of people 10 th" colony 
and theu there appeared to be ~5,301 ",hite perf0ns,and 2633 black,. 
, Again in the year 1748, by like order, an account was taken of the n~lm. 
"erofpe0ple in this colliny, by whic~ it appears there w~re at that tlm~ 
~9,,755 white p~rfoOl,and 1373 black~~ 

STEPHEN llOPKINS. 
~O!OIZJ of Rhpd~ Ij1anJ. 

Dec" 24, 1755. ,,' 

tAn A.tcoun~ofth~ Vallie of/he Exp.~rts from Ellgland to P61lJjlvania, in one 
Year, taken at diff,rmt Pe~iods, viz;. < 

~n 1723 they amollnted only to ' £,. 15,9,9 2 : ,19: 4 
1730 ~hey were ' , 4 8,59Z: 7: 5 
i737' .,6,69 0 : 6:, 7 
U41 75,295: 3:, 4: 
1747 81,40 4 : 17: 7-
~7 51 ~01 ,666 : 19 : u: 
~ 757 26,W,426 : 6: 6. 
No /J. The accounts for I75$ ana 1759 ar~ n?t yet compIeatcd; but 

thole acquainted with the Norlh Am~TlCan ,trade, know, th~t 
the inerea!e in thofe two years, has been ID a Ibll greater pwpoytt
on'; the laft yearbcingCl)ppofed to exc~ed any former year I>y a thIrd; 
aad this owing to the j'ncreafed abillty. of t~e people to fpend, 
from the ircatcr quantities ,!f money "lfCulat,ln~ amon~ 'h~m by 
~hc war,_ ' ' ' 



.6 years, c!nnotin the zS years have inq-eafed in a greater propor~ 
tion than as 4 to 1: the additional demand then, and confumption of 
goods from England, of 13 parts in 17 more than the additional num
ber would require, muft be owing to this, that the people h'lving 
by their induftry mended their drcurnftances, are enabled to in 
dulge themfelves in finer cloaths, better furniture, and a more 
general. ufe of all our manufaaures th'ln heretofore. In faa, the 
occafton for Englijh goods in North America, and the inclination 
to have and ufe them, is and muft be for ages to corne, much· 
greater than the ~bility of the people to pay for thelJi; they mull; 
therefore, as they now do, deny themfelves many' things they 
would otherwife chufe to have, or increafe their induftry to obtain. 
them; and thus, if they IhQuld a t any' ti~e manufaCture fame coarfe 
article, which on account of its bulk or fomeotb,er circUl,nftance. 
ca,nnotfo well be brought to them from Britain, it only el1ables them, 
the better to pay for finer goods that othynvife th,ey cOl,lld not in
dulge themfelves in : So tha~ the exports thither are' not diminilhed, 
by fuch manufaaure but rather increafecl., The fingle ankle of 
manufaaure in thefe colonies mentioned by the 1'emarker, is hats 

made in New England. It is true there have been ever frnce the 
lirft fettlement of that country, a few hatters there, drawn, 
thither probably at firll: by the facility of getting beaver, while 
the woods were but little c1ear1d, and there was plenty of thofo 
animals. The cafe ~s greatly alter'd now., Th,e beaver fkins 
:are not now to be had. in New England, but from very remote 
places and at great prices. The trade is a<;cot;dingly· declining 
there, fo that, far from being able to make hats in any quantity 
for exportation; they cannot fupply their home demand; and it 
is well known that fome thoufanddozens are fent thither yearly 
from London, and fold there cheaper than the inhabitants can 
:make them of equal goodnefs., In faa, the colonies are fo little 
{uited, for ei.1:abliiliing of manufaaUJ;es, that ,they are continu
ally loftng the few branches they accidentally g<J.in. The work
ing brafters, cuttiers, and, pewterers,. as well as hatten, wh6 
have happened to go over from time to time and fettle in the co-, 
lonies, g-radualIy drop the working pa,rt of their buiinefs, and 
import their refpeilive goods £i:om England, whence they. can 
have. ~hem c~eaper a~d bettel~ than they can make them. They: 
~ont\.nue theIr Ihops mdeed, 111 the fame way of dealing, but be-

~o~~~ 
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~ame ./ellers of braliery, cutlery, pewter, hats, f5c. brought 
from England, inftead of being makers of thufe goods. 

Thus much as to the apprehenfion of our colonies becoming 
!lfolefs to us. I fhall next confider the other fuppofition, that 
their growth may render them dangerozn. Of this Iownj I have 
not the leaft conception; when I confider that we have already 
fourteen feperate governments on the maritime coaft of the con
tinent, and if we extend our fettlements fhall probably have aiO 
many more behind them on the inland fide. Thofe we now have, 

. are not only under different governors, but have different forms of 
government, different laws, different intereil:s j and fome of thern 
(lifferent religious perfuafions and different manners. Their 
jealoufy of each other is fo great that however neceJrary an uGion 
of the colonies has long been, for their common defence and fe
curity againft their enemies, and how fenfible foever ea£h colo
ny has been of that neceffity, yet they have never been able to 
effect fuch an union among themfeIves, nor even to agree in re
quelling the mother country to eftablifh it for them; Nothing 
but the immediate command of the crown has been able to· pro~ 
duce even the imperfect union but lately feen there, of the forGes 
of [ome colonies. If they could not agree to unite for their defence 
againftthe French and Indians, who were perpetually haraffing their 
fettlements, bu~ning their villages, and murdering their people; 
can it reafonably be [uppo[ed there.is any danger of their uniting 
againfttheirown nation, which protects and encourages them, with 
which they have [0 many connewons and tieg of blood, inkrefrand 
affewon, and which 'tis well known they alllovc much mom; thaI< 
they love one another? In fhart, there are fo manycaufes that mui1: 
operate to prevent it, that I will venture to fay, an union amongll 
them for [u,zh a purpofe is not merely improbable, it is imp{}j'li
hIe; and if the union of the whole is impoffible, the attempt of 
a part muft be madnefs: as thofe colonies that did not join th.,:' 
rebellion, would jofn the mother country in fuppreffing it. 

When I fay fuch an union it impoffible, I mean without tllf. 

moft grievous tyranny and oppreffion. People who have propere 
ty in a country which they may lofe, and privileges which they 
may endanger ; are generally di[pofed to be quiet; and eveh to 
bear much, rather than hazard all. While the government is 
mild and jufi:, wh~ important civil and religious rights are fe~ 

tuct:, {Itch {itbje~1i will Q~ dijtif~l and Qb;di.nt, The wave)) 
&It 
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donot rire;but when the winds blow; What tuch in adnuni.;; 
ftradon as the Duke of .Al'lJa'5 in the Netherlantls, JDight produce; 
i know not; but this I think I have a right to deem impof-

-:fihle. And yet there were two verymanifeftdifFerences between 
ihat cafe,and ours, and both are in our favour; The brll, that 
,Spain had already united the teventeen provinces under one vifible 
goverriment, tho; the flates continuedindependant: The fecond~ 
that the inhabitants of thofe prOvinces were of a nation, not only 
different From, but utterly imlike the Spaniardi. Had the Nether.:. 
lands bee~ peopled from Spahr, the worft of oppreflion h~d probably, 
nof provoked them to wiih a feparation of government. It might and 
'probably would have ruined the country, but would never have pto~ 
duced an independant fovereignity. In faB:, neither the very worfr 
of gove~nments; the ,worft ~f politicks in the laft century, nor the 
toralabolition of their remaining liberty, in the provinces of Spain 
itfeIf, in the prefent, have produced any independency that could 
be fupported. The fame may be obferved of F1"ance. And let 
knot be faid that the neighbourhood of thefe to the feat of go~ 
vernment has prevented a feparation.While ourftrength at fea 
¢ontinues; the banks of the Ohio, (in point of eafy and expedi.: 
hOUS conveyanCe of troops) are nearer to Ltmdon, thap the -re
mote parts of France and Spain to their refpeilive capitals ; and 
much nearer than Connaught and U1jler were in the days of <l!!eeri 
Elizabeth. No body forete1s the dill"olution of the RuJlian mo
-narchy from its extent, yet I will venture to fay, the eallern 
parts of it are already much more inacceffable from Petet}burgh 
than the country on the MiJliJlipi isfrolIi LOlldon; I mean more 
men, in lefs time, might be conveyed the latter- than the former 
diftance, The rivers Ory, Jeneftd and Lena, do not facilitate the 
tommimication half W well by their courfe" nor are they half 
fo praaicable as the .American rivers. To this lfilall only add 
the obfervarion of Machia'lJei, in his Prince, that agovernmeni 
feldom long preferves its dominon over thbfe who are foreigners 
to it; who On the other harid fall with great eaJe, and continue 
infeperablyannex'd to the government of theirown nation, which 
lie proves by the fate of the EngliJh conquefts in France. 

Yet with all thefe difadvantages, fodifficult is it to overturn an 
eftablifhed government, that it was riot withOut the affiftanee of 
France and England that the United Pro'VinceJlfupported thentfelves : 
which teaches us, that if the vHlonary danger ofindependenee in 

<bur 
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bur colonies is to be feared, nothing is more likeiy to renclei' it 
fubftantia] than the neighbourhood of foreigners at enmity with 
the fovereign government, capable' of giving either aid or an afylum; 
as the event fhall require. Yet againft even thefedifadvantages, 
did Spain preferve almoft ten provinces, merely th1'o' their want 
of union, which indeed could never have taken place amon"; 
, ' b 

the others, but for caufes, ~ome of which are in our caJe impom~ 
ble,'and others it is impious to [uppofe pollible. 

The Romans \Veli undcrftood that policy which teaches the 
{ecui-ityariiing to the chief goverl1lrient from feperate ilates a~ 
mong the governed, when they reftored the liberties of tile ftate~ 
o(Greece, (opprefied but united under Macedon,) by an ediB: 
that every ilate fhould live under its ownlaws.* They did not 
even name a governor. Indep87Zdence if each other, mid fiparate 

i12t,crej?s, i:ho'among a people united by common manners, lan~ 

guage, and I may fay religion, inferior neither in wifdom, bra
very, nor their lovl!! ofliberty, to theRomam themfelves, was all 
the fecu1'ity tIle fovereignswifnedfor theirfovereignty. Itis true; 
they did not call themfe1ves fovereigns ; they fet no value on the 
title; they were coni:ented with poffeffil1g the thing; and poffefs 
it they did, even without aftanding army. What can be a ftron
ger proof of the fecurity of their poffellion ? And yet by a policy 

':limilar to this throughout, was the Romanworldfubdued andh~ld: 
'2 world compofed of abov~ an hundred hinguages and fets of 
manners diJferent ftom thofe of their mafters.t Yet this domi.: 
nion was unfhakeable, tilIthe 10fs of liberty and corruption of 
manners over turned it. 

Brit 

'* Omne! Gr£corum civitalcs,qul6 in Europa, qlil6que in Afia. eife.nl, fibertate/n' 
Qe fuas leges babtrent, rbc., , ' Llv.l.b. 33. c: 30. 

t When the Romans had fubdu'd MaeeiJan and llljricum, they were botn 
form'd into republicks bya decl'ee of the [enate, and Macedon .wa~ thollght 
fafe from the danQ:'" of a revolution, by being divided, into a divifion C0I11' 

. mon amono' the Rum," __ ", ~5 we leatn from the tetrarehs in !cripture. Omnium 
primun! libe;oJej{c, place~ot M~:fdo~as at1~e plyrios; ut om12ibUi/fciztJbIlS appare~ 
r;el, arma populi Ro~an~ non IIberzsjt:rVltutem, Jedeont,.a f<~vlent,bus ltberta~ 
lem tifferr-e. Ut r/j In Ilberla.tegel1tes qu'f effin:, tutam carr: jib! perpetuamque fur 
tu.t~la populi Romani eJfe : & qu&Jqb reglbu.! ,vlwrent, rb In pr'Jen~ ttl'!pus ml:, 
tiorescosjllfiioreJqu~ rejpe8:u pOJulz.Roma~1 hab;re Je.; & ji q,~arldo ?e~lum Cum 
populo Romano rfgibus/uifJet {lti!, eXltum C)us vlilortam ROfl'lomJ, jibl lIbertattTI! 
al!aturum r:rerlerent '-'--'In qUatltor regio/les deJcribi JWacedo/limn., ut JUUliI qZfte'que 

\ 'conci7~um.hab:ret,plaCZJit:.& di!:,idifim t~ibuli qu.amquod regibzis /erre fltili ertmi~ 
:pBPII]O ](.oql(lllopm'dm. l,hmih"lti~ ~ In Illyncum mandata,. . , ",'" "lV. lib. <4-5. c. Ill, 



But what is the prudent policy inculcated by the rcma/'ker, to 
obtain this end, fecurity of dominion over our colonies: It is, to 
leave the French in Canada, to "cheef' their growth, for other:;. 
wife our people may" increafe infinitely from all caufes.,j vVe 
have already feen in what manner the FI-ench and their Indians 

check the growth of our colonies. 'TIS a modefl: word, this, check, 

for maffacreing men, women and i.:hi1dr~n. The writer would 
if he could, hide from himfelf as well as from the public, the 
horror arifing from fuch a propofal, by couching it in general 
terms: 'tis no wonder he thought it a " fubject not fit for dif.. 
« cuffion" in his letter, thor he recommends it as " a point that 
" fllOuld be the conil:ant object of the miniil:ers attention !----
But if Ccinada is reftored on this principle, will not Britailz be 
guilty of all the blood to be !hed, all the murders to be com .. 
mitted in order to check this dreaded growth of our own people? 
Will not this be telling the French in plain terms, that the hor..: 
rid barbarities they perpetrate with their Indians on our colonifts 
are agreeable to us ; and that they need not apprehend the re_ 
fentment of a government with whofe views they fo happily con
cur? Will not the colonies view it in this light? Will they have 
reafon to confider thelnfelves any longeras fubjects and children, 
when theyfind their cruelenemieshalloo;d upon them by the COun_ 
try from whence they fprung, the government that owes them pro~ 
tectiort as It requires their obedience ? Is not this the moil: like
ly means of dri vlng them into the arms of the French, who can 
invite them by an offer of that fecurity their own government 
chufes not to aiford them? I would not be thought to inumpte 
that the remarker wants humanity_ I know how little many good 
natured perfous are aifefted by the dill:reffes of people at a 6f
fiance and whom they do nat know. There are even thofe, who; 
being prefent, can fyrri'pathize fincerely with the grief bf a lady 
on the fudden death of her fav()urite bird, and yet can read of 
the .finking of a city in Syria with very little concern. If it he; 
after all. thought neceffary to check the growth of our colonies. 
give me leave to propafe a method lefs cruel. It is a method of 
,which we have an example in fcripture. The murder of hu{.; 
bands, of wives, of brothers, fifters, and children whofe pleafing 
foeiety has been for fome tlme enjoyed, affects deeply the refpee. 
tive furviving relations; but grief fOJ; tho ~e~th of a, child juft born 

is 
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~s fuott and eafily fupported. The method I lU~an is that which, 

was dictated by the Eg)ptian policy, when the" infinite increafe" 
ofthechildrmoJ Ijraelwas apprehended as dangerom to the fiate.'!Io 
~et an act of parliament, than be made, enjoining the colony 
midwives to ftifle in the birth every,third or fourth child. By 
this means you may keep the colonies to their prefent iize. And 
~f they were under the hard alternative of [ubmi,tting to one or 
the other of thefe fchemes for checking ,heir growth, I dare an
fwer for them, they would prefer the latter. 

But all this debate about the propriety or impropriety ofkeep~ 
ing or reHoring Canada, is pollibly too early. We have taken 
~e capital indeed, but the country is yet far from being in our 
poiTellion; and perhaps never will be: ror if our M----------rs 
are perfuaded by fuch counfellors as the remarker, that the French 
there are "not the worft of neighbours," and that if we 
};tad conquered Canada, we oil~ht for our own fakes to reftore 
it, as a cbeck to the growth of our colonies, I am then afraid 
we Jhallnever take it. For there are many ways of avoiding the 
completioi1 of the conqueft, that w~l.I be fefs exceptionable and 
lets odious than the giving it up, 

The objeEtion I have often heard, that if we had Canada,. 
we could not people it, without draining BrtJailz of its inhabi
tants, is founded on ignorance of the nature of population in 
new countries. When we firfl: began to colonize in America, it 
was neceiTary to fend people, and to fend feed-corn; but it is 
notnowneceiTary that we iliould furniili, for a new colony, either 
one or the other. The annual increment alone of our prefent 
colonies, without diminifhing their numbers, or requil;ing a man, 
from hence, is fumcient in ten years to fill Canada with double 
the number of EngliJh that it now has of French inhabitants§., 
Thofe who are protc:!1:ants among the French, will probably chure 
to ~emain und,er the Engl~fh goverl).meat; many will chure to 

re-. 

0, And Phafoakfaid nnto hi, people, behold the people of the children o£ 
Ifrad are more and mightier ,thon we; come on, let us deo' wildy with 
them; lefllb,y mulliply; and Jtcome to pal< that w,ben there f.!leth outa"y 
war, they join aIf" unto onr enem,es and qgbt aJ('Jllft US, ,and, I'> get them 
lIlp (iJut oftlle land.·--.--And the kiJlgfpake to tbe Hebrew nlldwJves, be. 

Exodtu, Chap, 1. 

§ In fafr, there has net gone frot'!! Britain to OUI' colonies tbefe 20 yea~s 
pan, to lettle there, 10 many as 10 families a year; the new fettlers ar~ eJ
th~r tbe o/fsfripg.of the old, Of :,mi~rant~ fr,em G~rma/1' or th~ north o( 
~f(/~nif.· .. , 



remove if they can be aHowed to fell their land" imc'iO\tJ;l~n~~ 
and effeCts: the rea in that thinfettled country, v"ill in lefs thal1 

haIfa century, from the crowds of EliZlifo LtclilJ3," round and 
among them, be blended and incorporated \vith our people both 

in language and manners. 
In Caudeloupe the cafe is fomewhat different; and though I am far 

from thinking we have fugar land enough", I cannot think Cauda

loupeis fo de:lirable an increafe of it, as other'objeCts the enemy would 
probably be infinitely more ready to part with. A country fullyiit

habited by any nation is no proper poifeflion for another of different 
language, manners and religion. It is hardly ever tenable at le~& 
expence than it is worth.----But the iile of Cayertne, and its ap
pendix EquinoBial-Fraitce, would indeed be an acquiEtion every 
way fuitable to our iituatioh and de:lires. This would hold all 
that migrate from Barbadoes, the Leeward-ljlands or Jamaic;'. 

It would certainly recal into an Eitglijh government (in which 
there would be room for millions) all who have before' fettlep. 
or purchafed in JI/iarti7zico, Caudaloupe, Saitta-Cruz or St. JOhl/i, 

except fuch as know ~ot the value of an EllgliJb government, and 
1uch I am {ure are not worth recalling. . . 

But lhould we keep Gaztdaloupe, we are told it would enable 
us to export £. 300,000 in fugal'S. Admit it to be true,though 

perhaps the amazing increafe of E7?JiJh confumption might ft~p 
inoft of it here, to

l 
whofe profit is this to redound? to the pro

fit of the Fl'mch inhabitaIlts of the il1and: except a fmall part that 
fhould fall to the lhare of the Ellg1ijh purclufers, but whofe whoie 
purchafe money ml.1il: firft be added to the wealth and circulation 
of France. . 

I grant, however, much of this £. 300,000 would be expend
~d in E;·iii/!.' manufaCl:ures. P,:rklP3, too, a few of the land

owners of mi;)1t dwell and fpend t;,cir fortunes in 
Britain, (though probably much fe\',n than 0f the inhabitantS 
of lvort/, America). I admit the adV2ntage arifiDZ to us from thefe 
cin:;nmltanCes, (as f:n: as they go) i;; ,he cafe of Caudaloupe, a3 

we'll 

iii It isoften [aiciVlle have pl.'nty nf.Cugar-!a.nd fiil! unemployed in 'Jamaica: 
~Ut thoCe who are .well acquClInlcd wIth that lilond, know, that the remain
.ng vacant land III H IS gel1e~'ally fituatcd amONg mount.,ins, rocks and gullies, 
that make L~lTlai\e !mpra[t.ca.hle, 10 lhat ~o profitable ulecan be made of it, 
u nleJ s the prJce of lugar, IhoUld [0 g:ea~1 y I11creafe as to enable the planter to 
",'!eke very c~pclljlVe road" by blowln;; u!' rocks, cre{\:jng bridges rile. every 
~ Dr 3eo y<ii(~J" ,) . 



, ~ell as in that of our, other g~fl l1zdia fettlements. Yet, even 
this c'Jl1iumption is little better than that of an allied nation 
would be, who, fhould t~l!(e OUI' manufactures and fupply us 
with Jus:ar, arid put us to no expenee in defending the place of 
growth. 
. But though our own colonies expend among us almoft the 
whole produce ,of our fug.:r, can we or ought we to promife Qur
felvesc\is will be the cafe of Gaudaloupe. One 100,000£. will 
fUfplv thelll: with BritiJh manufactures; and fuppofing _ we can 
eP: '" 'ally prevent theiIitIc;:bdic;1 of thofe of France, (which is 
mOT3I:y impoffible in a country u[ed to them) the other 200,000 

~il1 fEll be fpent in Frallce, in the educa~i0i1 of their children. 
~nd fUPl,or: of themfelves; or eIre be laid up there, where they 
1"ill aI V/.l) S think their l-,cme to be. 

Befides this confumption of Britijh manufaaure~, much is [aid 
pf the benefit we fhall have from the iituation of Cuadalo]l-pe, and 
we are told of a trade to -the Carraccas and SpaniJb Main.. In 
what refpeB; Cqudaloupe is better fituated for this trade than Ja
~aica, or even any of our other iflands, 1;. am at a lofs to guefs. 
I believe it to be not fo well fituated for that of the windward 
coaft, as 'Tobago and St •. Luda, which in this as well as other 
;efpeCts, wouId be more valuable poffeffions, and which, I doubt 
not, the peace will fecure to us. Nor is it nearly fo well fituated 
for that of the reit of the SpaniJb Maill as Jamaica. As to the 
greater fafety of our trade by the poffeffion' of Cauda/oupe, expe
rience has conv~nced us that in reducing a iip.gk ifland. or even 
more, we fiop the privateering bufinefs but little. Privateers 
frill fubfiil:, in equal if llpt greater numbers, and carry the vef
fels into Martillico which before it was more convenient to carry 
into Cztadaloupe. Had w~ all the Caribbees, it is true, they would 
in thofe parts be without fhe1ter. Yet upon the whole I fu,ppofc 
it to be a doubtful point and well worth confideration, whether 
our obtaining poffeffion of all the Cari!Jbees, would be more than 
~ temporary benefit, as it would neceffarily foon fill the French 
pa!t of HiJPaniola with French inhabitants, and thereby render it 

·l1ve times more valuable in time ,of peace, and littlelefs than im-, 
pregnable in time of wa!"; and wou~d pJ;'obably end in a few year~ 
~n the uniting the whole of that great and fertile Wand under a 
Frmch government. It is agreed on all hands, that our conq ueil: 
~f St~ Cbrijlopbers, and driving the Fren.h ii-om th~nce, iiril: fur-

ll{ih'4 



11iih1d Hij)alliola with ikilful and fi.Mtantial planters~ and was 
confequently the firft occaJion of its, pref~nt opulence. On the 
other hand, I will hazard an opinion, that valuable as the FrmeD 

pof/dlions in the Jj7 ejl Indies are. and undeniable the advantages 
they derive froul them, there is fomewhat to be weighed in thy 
oppoJite [cale. They cannot at prefent lA1ake war with England, 
without expefing thefe advantages while divided among the nu
merous iflands they now have, much mere than they WOllld, were 
~hey poffeffed of St. Domingo only; there own ihare of which 
would, if well cultivated,. grow more fugar, than is now grown, 
in all their Wejll:;di", ii1ands. . 

I have before faid I do not deny the utility of the conquel1, or 
even of our future poJIeJuon of Gw:daiol,;e, if not bought too. 
dear. The trade of the l-Yejl Indies is one of our moil: valuable 
trades. Our poifeffions there deJe~ve our greateft care and atten
tion. So do thofe of North America. I 1ha11 not enter into the 
invidious taflc of comparing their due eftimation. It would be 
a very long and a very difagreeable one, to run thro' every thing 
material on this head. It is enough to our prefent poin1;,if I 
have fhown, that the value of Nortb America is capable of an im
menfe increafe, by an acquifit~on and meafures, that muft necef
farily have an effect the direct contrary ~f what we have been in
duftrioul1y taught to fear; and that Caudalollpe is, in point of 
advantage, but a very fmall addition to our H'eji India poifeffi-
011S, rendered many ways lefs valuable. to us than it is to the 
French, who will probably fet more value upon it than' upon a. 
country that is much more valuable to us than to them. . 

There is a great deal more to be faid on all the parts of there. 
{ubjeEts; but as it would carry me into a detail that Ifearwould 
tire the patience of my readers, and w11ich I am not without ap-' 
prehenfions I have done already, I {hall referve what remanS till, 
~ d.iJ.1'e venture again on the indulgence of the pubEck, 
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In Confirmation of the Writer's Opinion GOllcerning Populaii
in, ManufaaU1'eS, &c. he has thought it not amifs to add an 
Extract fi'om il Piece written fome Years fince in America, where 
'the Fac\:s'muil: he well known; on which' the Reafonings are 
founded. It is intitled . 

OBSERVf\'TIONS 

CONCERNING THE 

INC R R A S E of M A. N KIN D; 

• 

Peopling of Countries, &c. 

Written in PENSILV(1NIA, 175 1• 

I. TAB L E S of the proportion of marriaJges to births, of 
, deaths to birtlis, of marriages to the numbers of inha;. 

bitants, &c. formed on obfervations made. ilpon the bills ofmor
tality, chriil:eni~gs~ & c. of populous cities, will not fuit co un.; 
tries; nor will tables formed on obfervations made on full fettIed 
old countries, as Europe,fuit new countries, as :Ameriea: 

2. For people increafe in pt;oportlon to the number of marria
i ges, and that is greater in proportion to the eafe and convenience 
of fupporting a family. When families can be eaiily fupported, 
more perfons marry, and earlier in life. 

3. In citles, where all trades, occupations and offices are full; 
many delay marrying, till they can fee how to bear the charges 
of a family ; which charges are greater in cities, as luxury is 
more common; i many live fingle during life, and continue fer.;' 
vants to families, joul'l1eymen to trades, &c. hence cities do not 
by natural generation fupply themfelves with inhabitants; the 
Itleaths are more than the brrths. 

-to III countrieii full {ettIedl the c41fc mlilfi be nearly thefame; 
aU 
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all lands being occupied. a~d,impro~ed t9 the heighth ;th6ie ~hci 
cannot get land, muil: labour for others that :have it; when la~ 
lJourer~ are. plenty, their wages wiil be low; by low wages a 
family is fupported wit)::t difficulty; this difficulty deters many' 
fi'om marriage, who therefore long continile fervants and lingle; 

, ---------Only a5, the cities take~ fupplies of people fi-om~thecoun~ 
,try, and thereby make a little more room in the country', marri
~ge is a little niore encouraged there, arid the births exceed tHe 
deaths. \ 

5. Great part of EurolJC is full fettled with hufbandmen, mi\
nufaCl:urers, &c. and therefore cannot now much increa:fe in pea': 
pre: 4merica is chiefly occupied by Indians, who fublift moftly by 
hunting.--.:----"But as the hunter; of all men, requires the great.: 
eft quantity of land from when~e tb draw his fubliftance, (the 
11ufbandman fubiifting on much lefs, the gardener on ftill lefs; 
and the manufaCturer requiring leaft of all) the Europeans found 
America as fully {etded as it well could be by hunters; yet thefe 
having large traCts, were eaiily prevailed on to part with potti..: 
ons of territory to the new)comers, who did nofm'uch inter.: 
fere with the natives in hunting, arid furniilied them with many 

,things they wanted,. , ' 
6. Land being thus plenty in America, and fa cheap as that a 

'labouring man, ·that underftands hufbandry, can in a iliort time 
fave money enough to purchafea piece of new-land fuflicient for 

-;1. plantation, whereon he may fubfift a family; fuch are not a-' 
fraid to marry; for if they even look far enough forward to con_ 
fider how' their children when grownup are to be provided for, 
they fee that more land is to be had at rates equally ~_afy, aU 
circumftances confidered~ 

7. Hence marriages in America are more general, and,more ge-' 
nerally early, than in Europe. And ifit is reckoned there, that there' 
is but one marriage per annum among 100 perfons, perhaps we 
may here reckon two; and if in Ezzrope they have but four births' 
to a marriage (many of their marriages being late) we maY,here 
reckol1 eight; of which if one half grow up, and our marriages, 
are made, reckoning one with another, at twenty years of age 
our people muft at leaft be doubled every twenty years. ' 

8. But notwithftanding this increafe, fo vail is the territory ~f 
North Ammi<.a1 that it willl'eq.uire many azes ~o fettle it fully; 

O\nd 
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jhd 1ii.1l it is fully fetded labour will never be cheap here; where 
no man continues long a labourer fori others; but gets a plantati
on ofhi~ own; no man continues long a journeyman to a. trade; 
hut goes among thofe new fettlers, ,and fets up for himfe1t~ &c~ 

- Hence labour is no cheaper now, in 'Penjil'lJania, than it was 
thirty years ago, tho' fo many thoufand labouring people have 
been impdrted from German) and Ireland. . . 

, 9' The danger therefore, of thefe colonies interfering with 
their-mother country in trades that depend on labour, manufac
tures, & c. is too remote to require the attention of Great Britain; 

10. But in proportion to the increafe of the colonies, a vaft 
.demand is growing for Britijb manufactures; a giorious marl;:et 
wholly in the. power 'cif Britail1, in which foreigners cannot in
terfere, which' win increafe in i1 !hart time. even beyond her 
power ~r" fupplying, tho' her whole i:rade fhouid' be to her 

c.oionies. '" '" "'. '" "' '" '" '" '" ' . 
" I 2. 'Tis a~ ill-grounded opinion that by the labour offlav~s, 
America may pollibly Vie in cheapnefs of manufaClures ~ith Bii~ 
tain. The labour of )laves can never be fo cheap here as the la
bour of working meJ?- is in Brita~n. . Anyone may compute it; 
Intereft of money is in the colonies from 6 to 10 per Cent. Slaves 
one with another coft 30/. Sterling per head. Reckon then the 
intereft of the firft purchaJe of a ilave, i:he infurance or rifque on 
his tife, his cloathing and diet, expences in his fickri~fs and lots 
of time, lo[s by his negieCl of bufinefs (negl(':Cl: is natural to the 
man wh9 is not to be benefited by his own care or diligence) ex; 
pence of a driv,er to keep him at work, and his piifering from 
time totime, almoftevery flave bdng froin the nature bf ilavery 
a thief, -arid compare the whole amount with the wages bf a rna;; 

nufaClurer of irbn or wool in England, you will fee that labour is 
much chea;per there tban it ever cali be by negroes here. Why 
then will.!lmericans purchafe ililves? B~caufeilaves tnay be kept 
as long as a man pleafes, or has occallon for their labour; while 
hired men are continually leaving their mafter (often in the midft 
of his bufinefs) and [eiting up for themfelves. § 8. 

13. As the increafe of people depends on the encouragement 
Of marriages, the following things muft dimini!h a nation, 'Viz; 

i; The being (;onquer~d; forthe conqueror. will engrofs as ma~ 

~ ny 



fiy offices; and exaCt as much tribute or profit on the labour of 
the conquered, as will maintain them in their new cftablifument; 
and this c1iminifhing the fubiifience of the natives; difcourages 
theirlIlarriages, and fo gradually diminifues them! while the fo
reigners increafe. z. Lofs of territory. Thus the Britons be
ing driven into frales, and crouded together in a barren country 
infufficient to fupport fuch great numbers, diminifued till thepeo
pIe bore a proportion to the produce, while the Saxons increafed 
on their abandoned lands, 'till the ifiand became full of Englijh • 
.And were the Etlglijh now driven into Wales by fome foreign na
tion, there would in a few years be no more Ellglijhmen in Brl

tailt, than there are now people in Wales. 3. Lofs of trade. Ma
nufaCtures exported, draw fubfifience from foreign countries for 
numbers; who are thereby enabled to marry and raife families. 
If the nation be deprived of any branch of trade, and no new em
ployment is found fm the people occupy'd in that branch, it 
will foon be deprlved of fo many pebple. 4- Lofs of food. Sup
pore a nation has a fifuery, which not only employs great num
bers, but makes the food and fubiifience of the people cheaper: 
if another nation becomes mafier of the feas, and prevents the 
fifuery, the people will diminifu in proportion as the lofs of em. 
ploy, and dearnefs of provifion makes it more difficult to fubiift 
a family. 5. Bad government and infecure property. People 
not only leave fuch a country, and fettling abroad incorporate 
with other nations, lofe their native language, and become fo
reigners; but the induftryof thofe that remain being difcouraged. 
the quantity of fub£i.fience in the country is leifened, and the fup .. 
port of a family becomes more difficult. So heavy taxes tend (I) 

diminifu a people. 6. The introduction of {laves. The negroes 
brought into the Etlglijh fugar ifiands, have greatly diminifued 
the whites there; the poor are by this means deprived of employ
ment, while afew families acquire vafi efiates, which they {pend 
on foreign luxuries, and educating their children in the habit of 
thofe luxuries; the fame income is needed for the fupport of one. 
that might have maintained one hundred. The whites who have 
{laves not labouring, are enfeebled, and therefore, not fo gene
rally prolific; the fiaves being worked too hard, and ill fed, their 
<!:oniliMiQl1O are broken~ and ~e d~aths among them a.re more 

.hali\ 
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than the births; fo thll,t q. continual fupply is needed from Africa, 
The nothern colonies having few ilaves, encreafe in whites. 
$laves alfo pejorate the families that ufe them; the white chil~ 

dren become proud, difgufred with labour, and being educated in 
idlene[s, are rendered unfit to get a living by indufiry. 

14. Hence the prince that acquires new territory, i.fhe findsit 
vacant, or removes the natives to give his own people room; the 
legiflator that makes effectu3J laws for promoting of trade, increaf~ 
ingemployment, improving land by l".Dre or better tillage, provid
irlg more food by filheries, fccuring p;·operty, f.:j c. and the man 
thatinvents new trades, arts or manufactures, or new improve_ 
mentsin huibandry, may be properly called F athenoftheirNatioll, 

as they are the cadfe of the generation of multitlldes, by the en
~ouragement they afford to marriage. 

15 As to privileges granted to the married, (fuch as the jus 
tl'iUllZ liberarullZ among the Ratnam) they may haften the l111ing of 
a CO,1'1'n' that has been thinned by war or peililel1ce, or that has 
other::ifo vacant territory, but cannot increafe a, people beyond 
the means provided for their [ubIiil:ence .. 

16. Foreign luxur~es and needlefs manufactures imported and 
\Ifed in a nation, do, by the fame reafoning, increafe the people 
0f the nation that furnii11es them, and diminilh the people of 
t;he nation that u(es them.----Laws therefore that prevent fuch 
importations, and on the contrary promote the exportation of 
manufactures to be confumed in foreign countries, may be called 
(with refreCt to the people that make them) generati<1J8 laws, as by 
increaiing [ubliftence they encourage marriage. Such laws like
wife ftrengthen a country doubly, by increaJing ~ts own people 
anddiminiihing its neighbours. . , 

17. Some European nations prudently refufe to confume the 
manufactures of Eojl-India :---They Ihould lik~wjJe forbid thcl1\ 
~o their colonies; for the gain to the merchant is not to be cOm
pared with the 10[3 by this means of people to the nation. 

IS. Home li;lxury in the great increafes the nation's manu~ 
facturers employed by it, who are many, and only tends to 'di
minilh the families that indulge in it, who are few. Tht;: greater 
the common fafhionable expenee of any rank of people, the 
more cautious they are of marriage. Therefore luxury fhould 
l\ever be fl.)ff~red to become CiJjllinOn, 
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19. The great increafe of offspring in particular fa.milies, is not 

always owing to greater fecundity of nature, butfometlmes to exam
ples ofinduftryin the heads, anciinduftrious education; bywhich the 
children are enabled to provide better for themfelyes, and their 
marrying early is encouraged from the profpeB:ofgoodfubfiftence~ 

20. If there be a feB: thetefore, in our nation, that regard 
frugality and induftry as religious duties, and educate their chil~ 
dren therein, more than others commonly do; fuch feB: mull: 
confequently increafe more by natural generation, than any other 

feB: in Britailt.---
21. The importation of foreigners into a country that has as 

many inhabitants as the prefent employments and provifions for 
fubf;H:ence will bear, will be in the end noincreafe of people, un
lefs the new-comers have more induihy and frugality than the 
natives, and then they will provide more ful:Jfifience and increafe 
in the country; but they will gradually eat the natives out.--
Nor is it neceliary to bring in foreigners to fill up any occafional 
:vacancy in a country; for fuch vacancy (if the laws are good, § 
14, 16) will foon be filled by natural generation. Who can now 
find the vacancy made in SctuedeJZ, France, or other warlike nati
ons, by the plague of heroifrp 40 years ago; in Frame, by the 
expuliion of the proteftants; in England, by the fettlement of her 
colonies; or in Guinea, by 100 years exportation of flaves-that 
has blacl:Olled half America? ----The thinnefs of the inhabitants 
ih Spain, is owing to national pride andidlenefs, and other caufes~ 
rather than to the expuliion of the Moors, or to the making of 
new fettlements. -

;:2.. There is in {hort no bound to the prolific nature of plants 
or-anim~ls, but what is made by b'1eir crowding and interfering 
with e~ch other's means of fubJiltence. vVas the face of the earth 
vacant of other plants, it might be gradually fowed and over
fpread with one kind only; as foriLihlnce, with Fennel; and were 
it empty of !lthcr inhabitants, it might in a few ages be repleniih- . 
cd from one nation only; as for inffance, with E;;gliJbmm. Thus 
there are fuppofed to be now upwards of one Million Engl2fofouls 

in N01-rh America, (tho' 'tis thought fcarce 80,000 h:lye been 
brought oyer fea) and yet perhaps there is not one the fewer in 
B,-itain, but rather many more, on account of the employment 
~he colonies afford to manufaB:ure at home. This million doub-

!ing~ 
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ling, fuppofe but once in :t5 years, will in another century be 
more than the people of England, and the greateft number of 
EngliJhmm will be on this :fide the water. What an acceffion Of 
power to the BritiJh empire by fea as well as land! What increafe 
of trade and navigation! What numbers of !hips and feamen! 
We have been here but little more than 100 years, and yet the 
force of our privateers in the late war, united, was greater, both 
in men and guns, than that of the whole BritiJh navy in queen 
Elizabeth's time.-----How important an afFair then to Britain, 
is the prefent treaty* f01" fettling the bounds betwe\!n her colo
nies and the French, and how careful !hould !he be to fecure room 
enough, :fince on the room depends [0 much the increafe of her 
people? 

z 3. In fine, a nation well regulated is like a }lolypus§; takea
way a limb, its place is foon f\lpply'd;" Gut,it in two, and each de
ficient part !hall fpeedily grow out of the part remaining. Thusif 
you have room and fubfiilence enough~·· as you may by dividing, 
.make ten polypufes out of one, you may of one make ten nati
ons, equally populous and powerful; or rather, increafe a nati
~n ten fold in numbers and jl;rength. '" '" * *. * ;; '>i * *. 

5 A wilter ~n[c{r, wdl known to naturalilb. 



SINC~ the foregoing {heets were printed off, the. writer has 
. obtamed accounts of the Exports to North Ammca, and the 
WeJl India Ijlands, by which it appears, that there has been fome 
increafe of trade to thofe .ij/ands as well as to North America, 

though i\l.a much lefs degree. The following extract from thefe 
accounts will {how the reader at one view the amount of the ex
ports to each, in two different terms of five years; the terms 
taken at ten years di!1:ance from each other, to {how the increaie1 

~i:<:. 

Firft Term, from 1744 to 1748, inc1uiive., 

North~rn Colonie!. 
J744 - -£.64o,II4 i2 4 
1745 - - 534,316 2 5 
1174" - - 754,945 4 3 
J747 - - 7 26,648 5 5 
]74 8 - - 83 0 ,243 16 9 

Wcfllndia lflands. 
-£'791),H2 17. 9 

50 3,669 19 9-
. 47 2 ,994. 19 7 

- 856,463 lis 6. 
- 734,095 IS 3 

,]:,otal, £. 3,4;86,268 I 2 Tot.£. 3,363,337 10 10 
piJfer~nce, 122,930 JO 4, 

£.30486,26.8 I 2-

Second Term, from 1754 to 1758, inc1uiive. 

N~rtbern Colonies W~jll'2dia Iflantls. 
J754 - - 1,246,615 I l{ - - - 685,675 3 0 

1755 - - 1,177,84& 6 10 • • - 694,667 13 3 
1756 - .1,428.,7 20 18 10 - • - 733.458 16 3 
1757 - - 1,727,924 2 10 - • - 776,488 0 6 
J75 8 - - 1,832,948 13 10 • - - 877,571 19 II 

In the firl!: Ttrm, total for Wejllndialflallds 
In the fecondTerm,ditio • __ ' 

4 3 Tot·{.3,767,841 12 II 
DiJferen.1,3,646 ,21 5 II 4: 

3.3"3,337 JO 10 
3,767,841 12 I! 

Increa[e, only £.0,404,504 1. ! 

In the fi,[tTerm, total for Mrthern Colonie; 
In t),e fecond Term, dl.fto • • . _ ' 

3,486,268 I 2 
7,414,057 4 :; 

lncrea[e, £. 3,91.7,789 3 1., 

By there accounts it appears, that the Exports to the Wejl In

fj!a ljlallds, and to the Northern Colonies, were in the firft term., 

nearly 
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nearly equal; the difference being only 122,936/. lOs. 4d. and 
in the fecond term, the Exports to thofe iilands had only 
increafed 4-°4,504/. 2 S. I d.----Whereas the increafe to the 
Northern Colollies is 3,927,789/. 3s. Id. almofl: FOUR M1L~ 

LION s. 
Some part of this illcreafed demand for EllgliJh goods l may be 

afcribed to the armies and fleets we have had both in North Ame
~·ica and the vf7ejl Iudies; not fo much for what is confumed by 
the foldiery; their clothing, flores, ammunition, C5c. fent from 
hence on account of the government, being (as is fuppofed) not 
included in thefe accounts of merchandize exported; but as the 
war has occaiioned a great plenty of money in America, many 
~f th~ inhabitants have increafed their expence. 

Thefe accounts do not include any Exports from Scotlalld to 
America, which are doubtlefs proportionably confiderable; nor 
the Exports from Ire/ami. 

THE END. 


	9781459143685_0001
	9781459143685_0002
	9781459143685_0003
	9781459143685_0004
	9781459143685_0005
	9781459143685_0006
	9781459143685_0007
	9781459143685_0008
	9781459143685_0009
	9781459143685_0010
	9781459143685_0011
	9781459143685_0012
	9781459143685_0013
	9781459143685_0014
	9781459143685_0015
	9781459143685_0016
	9781459143685_0017
	9781459143685_0018
	9781459143685_0019
	9781459143685_0020
	9781459143685_0021
	9781459143685_0022
	9781459143685_0023
	9781459143685_0024
	9781459143685_0025
	9781459143685_0026
	9781459143685_0027
	9781459143685_0028
	9781459143685_0029
	9781459143685_0030
	9781459143685_0031
	9781459143685_0032
	9781459143685_0033
	9781459143685_0034
	9781459143685_0035
	9781459143685_0036
	9781459143685_0037
	9781459143685_0038
	9781459143685_0039
	9781459143685_0040
	9781459143685_0041
	9781459143685_0042
	9781459143685_0043
	9781459143685_0044
	9781459143685_0045
	9781459143685_0046
	9781459143685_0047

