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COPIES or EXTRACTS of CORRESPONDENCE alluded to in Lord Glenelg's 
Despatch to Sir Francis Head, 7th September 1837, between himself and 
Persons communicating with him on behalf of the Churches of England 
and Scotland. 

- No. 1.-

Tothe Right Honourable Charles, Lord Glenelg, one of His Majesty's Principal 
Secretaries of State, &c. &c. &c. 

The humble Memorial of Edward Black, Doctor in Divinity, and Minister 
of St. Paul's Church, in communion with the Established Church of 
Scotland, in the City of Montreal, Lower Canada. 

Sheweth, 
THAT your Memorialist is requested, and authorized by the Presbytery 

Quebec, by a minute dated the 23d day of June last, to use such measures 
may be in his power to promote the interests of the Church of Scotland, 
Upper and Lower Canada. 

f 
No. l. 

o Memorial of Rev. 
as E. Black, D.D. 

111 8 February 1837-

That, to impress upon your Lordship's attention the increasing anxiety mani­
fested by the Scottish settlers in Upper and Lower Canada, composing as they 
do a considerable proportion of the Protestant population, to obtain ministers 
in communion with the Established Church of Scotland, your, memorialist begs 
respectfully to state, that in 1822 the number of congregations, with ministers 
regularly ordained over them, in connexion with the Scottish Church, in both 
Upper and Lower Canada, was only six, that now the number in Upper Canada 
alone is 37, and in Lower Canada,14. 

That in Lower Canada, with which your memorialist is more immediately 
connected, there are upwards of 30 stations at which ministers are earnestly 
desired, but that, from the poverty of the inhabitants, they are unable to offer 
an adequate stipend, although most anxious to contribute liberally according to 
their means. 

That several years ago an annual grant of 750 Z., subsequently increased to 
1,0001., was appropriated by the Government, out of (it is believed) the funds 
paid by the Land Company for the ministers in connexion with the Church of 
Scotland in Upper Canada; but that this sum is altogether inadequate for the 
support of the miuisters at present there, and for the increasing wants of the 
population of that flourishing province. 

That in Lower Canada, where there are 14 congregations, who have ministers 
regularly ordained over them, in connexion with the Scottish Church, no sup­
port, in any shape whatever, is received from the Government, with the excep­
tion of 50 l. paid to the eldest Presbyterian clergyman in Montreal, now retired 
from all public duty, and 50 t. to the late minister of St. Andrew's Church, 
Quebec, but the last of these sums, your memorialist believes, has been refused 
to be continued to his successor. 

That the ministers, generally, in Lower Canada, are in a state of great poverty, 
many of them receiving in all not more than 50 I. 01'.60 l .. Halif~x currency per 
annum; that several, in consequence, are about to relmqUlsh theIr charges; and 
that a larue mass of people will thus either be left in a :'ltate of religious and 
moral de~titution, or become a prey to itinerant preachers from the United 

. States, of " latitudinarian principles, and republican politics." 
That the Crown lawyers in 1819, and a Select Committee of the House ?f 

Commons in 1827, gave it as their opinion that the seventh part of the publIc 
lands in Canada, set apart by Act of Parliament for the support of a Protestant 
church, and a Protestant clergy, was intended for the Presbyterian as well as 
for the Episcopalian Establishment. . 

That, in these circumstances, the Presbyterians connected WIth the Church of 
Scotland deem it inexpedient if not unjust, that while the Episcopalian Chu~'ch 
receives a certain sum for the bishop directly from t.he Governmel~t,-a, p~Tt~on 
of the sum voted annually by Parliament to the SOCIety for promotmg ChnstJan 
Knowledge -and derives, it is believed, a further revenue from other sources, 
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besides enjoying 400 acres of land, granted t~ each of 42 rectories!n Upper 
Canada the sister establishment should be so madequately endowed III Upper 
Canada: and altogether overlooked in Lower. Canad~.. . 

Your memorialist, therefore, trusts, that m conSIderatIOn of the m~dequacy 
of the provision made for the Pr~s?yte~'ian Church in the Upper Provmce, and 
the entire absence of such a prOVIsIOn m Lower Cana~a, as .",.ell as the effects 
which would result from a cessation of the labours of ItS mmlsters, your L~rd­
ship will take into your favourable c.onsideration the expediency of .a~ordmg 
immediate aid by temporary grants, tIll measures be adopted for admIttmg the 
Presbyterian Church to its full share of the Clergy Reserve Lands. 

All which is respectfully submitted to your Lordship's consideration, by 

NO.8, Waterloo Place, Pall Mall, London, 
8 February 1837. 

(signed) Edw. Black. 

-No.2.-

8, Waterloo-place, Pall Mall. 
My Lord, (No date. Received 15 February 1837.) 

AGREEABLY to your Lordship's request, J now transmit to you the substan~e 
of what took place at the inten·iew I had the honour to have with your LordshIp 
y~sterday. . 

1. That in April 1836, 57 rectories were constituted and endowed, through Bir 
John Colborne, in Upper Canada, in place of42, as stated in my memorial. 

2. That the amount of the sums paid to the Episcopal Church in Lower 
Canada, exclusive of the allowance from the Society for the Propagation of 
the Gospel, is 5,250l. 18s. 6d. 

3. That the amount of the sums paid to the Episcopal Church in Upper 
Canada, exclusive of the allowance from the Society for the Propagation of the 
Gospel, was, in 1833, 12,281l.; in 1834, 9,602l.; and that I have reason to 
belieye, that sums of a similar amount are still paid by the Government to the 
Episcopal Church there. 

4. That in a despatch from Lord Goderich to Lord Aylmer, of the 24th De­
cember 1830 (No.6), a sum amounting to 500 l. was recommended to be paid 
to the ministers of the. Presbyt~rian Church in Lower Canada; that when appli­
cation waR made by the Presbytery of Quebec to Lord Gosford, for the payment 
of the said sum, an answer was received from his Lordship to the effect that the 
instructions contained in the despatch alluded to, were set aside by subsequent 
arrangements made between the Imperial authorities; and that notwitbstanding~ 
all the other items contained in that despatch were paid, and have been con­
tinued to the Episcopal and Romish Churches. 

'5. That the clergy corporations have grossly mismanaged the Clergy Reserves, 
as will appear from Lord Goderich's despatch to Lord Aylmer (No. 69), dated 
21 November 1831. 

6. That the clerical duty done by the Scotch clergy in Montreal, and Quebec, 
is equal to, if not greater than, the same duty done by the Episcopal clergy. 

7. That the Presbyterian population in Lower Canada is considerably greater 
that the Episcopal population. 

8. That the entire failure of the crops in Lower Canada, last season, renders 
it impossible for the Presbyterian population to pay the small sums they have 

. promised to their respective clergymen. . 
9. That the Presbyterian ministers in Upper and Lower Canada have acted as 

chaplains to Hi!'; ~ajesty's !roop~ at different times, without any remuneration 
wh~tever; that I, 111 conneXlOn wIt~l my colleague, acted as chaplain to the 79th 
regIment; for tl:e space of .one ~ear Ill. 1828; that.a separate service was regularly 
had for the regIment, at nIlle 0 clock III the mormng ; that all hospital duties, &c. 
were regularly performed; and that the Rev. John Clegston of Quebec has per­
formed, for the space of three years, the same duties to the same regiment. 

10. Th.at upwards of 18,000 l. has been realized from the sale of the Clergy 
Reserves III Lower Canada, and that a much larger sum has been realized in 
Upper Canada. '. ..;' " . 

In addition to the~e topics, which were discussed at the interview I had the 
honour 
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honour to have with your Lordship yesterday, I beg leave to draw your Lord-
ship's attention to the fact, . 

11. That to a memorial presented by a Committee of the General Assembly 
of the Church of Scotland in 1827, respecting pecuniary aid to the ministers in 
Canada, in com~unio~ with the said church, an answer was received by the 
convener from ~lS ~aJesty's Principal Secretary of State, bearing" that when­
ever a c~ngregatIOn III any of those pro"inces shall have erected a suitable place 
of worshIp, and be prepared to acknowledge the jurisdiction of the Church of 
Scotland, and to contnbute, according to their means, towards the maintenance 
of a minister, upon their subscribing a memorial to the Governor in Council, the 
G~vernor. will have received ~is Majesty's commands, authorizing him upon 
bemg satIsfied, that those condItIons have been duly complied with, to contribute 
to the support of the clergyman in such PTopoTtion, as, together with the con­
tribution of the parties presenting the memorial, may be sufficient to afford him 
a competent maintenance." 

I have now, my Lord, brolJght the claims of the Scottish Church in Canada, 
and the grievances of which the members of the church in Lower Canada have 
loudly, and for a series of years, complained, under your Lordship's considera­
tion. Since I had the honour to meet with your Lordship, I have received a 
communication from Montreal, of such a nature as to make it imperative on me 
to return there with all convenient haste. That circumstance, coupled with the 
fact, that one minister in the Presbytery of Quebec has already relinquished his 
charge, from the utter inadequacy of the provision made for him, and that 
others are about to do the same from the same cause, will, I trust, induce your 
Lordship to give me an immediate reply to my memorial, and to this commu­
nication; and I do most earnestly entreat your Lordship, as you regard the 
spiritual welfare of thousands of your countrymen, to let that reply be such as 
will shortly insure to each of the ministers of the Scottish Church now in Lower 
Canada, or who may hereafter be there, a permanent annual stipend of not less 
than 100 l. sterling. Although an unendowed clergyman, and representing a body 
unable to refund me for my expenditure, yet I shall remain in London till the 
end of this week, in order that I may receive your Lordship's reply, and I trust 
that, from the very peculiar circumstances in which I am placed, your Lordship 
will not disappoint me. 

The Right Hon. Lord Glenelg, 
&c. &c. &c. 

-No.3.-

I have, &c. 
(signed) Edw. Black. 

Sir, Downing-street, 25 March 1837, 
I AM directed by Lord Glenelg to inform. you that he has had under his 

serious consideration you memorial of 8th ultimo, and your subsequent letter, 
Ul'O'iIW the claim of the Church of Scotland in Upper and Lower Canada to 
regeiv~ assistance from His Majesty's Government towards the support of their 
ministers. This claim is founded not only on a consideration of the assistance 
granted to the miriisters of the Church of England in thos~ 1?rovir:ces,. but also 
on the right of the clergy of t.he Church ofScotl~nd topa~tIClpate, m the be~efit 
of the Clergy Reserves, and on the alleged promIse of aSSIstance tormerly gIVen 
to that Church, and as yet unfulfilled. . . . 

On the first point, Lord Glenelg deSIres me to obse~ve, that the 'p~cul1lary 
assistance which is at present annually. voted by ParlIament. for .rn~l1lst~rs .of 
the Church of England in the C~nadas, IS Ol:ly .t~mporary, bemg lllm~ed. 111 ItS 
duration to the existence of the lIves of the mdlvlduals among whom It IS now 
distributed. You are possibly aware that in t!re year 1832 a pledge was. gi ven 
to Parliament that this country should. be reheved, fro.m the exp,ense, wh~ch up 
to that date it had borne on account of the eccleSIastICal establIshment m the 
Canadian provinces. B~t at the same time it was found, .that to carr,y this 
pledge into immediate and unqualifie.d effect, would cause the great.est dIstress 
to those clergymen who had left thIS country for the Canadas WIth a. fixed 
salary, and with a reasonable assurance that. the salary, secu~ed t,o them m the 
first instance, would be permanently contmued. HIS MaJe~ty s Government 
therefore proposed, and the House of Com~~ns have sanctIOned, a gr~nt to 
such an amount as should secure to those mIlllsters who were actually m the 
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receipt of a salary in the Canadas, a considerable portion of their existing 
emoluments; on the express condition, however, w.hich has since ?een str~ctly 
adhered to that as the actual incumbents should dIe or be otherwIse provIded 
for the an;lUal grant should be proportionably diminished. Under these cir­
cUl~stances Lord Glenela fears that it would be impossible successfully to 
propose to Parliament a g:~ant of money on account of the Scotch Church in the 
Canadas. 

"\Vith respect to the right of the Church of Scotland to participate in the 
Clergy Reserves, I am to inform you that His Majesty's Government see no 
reasori: to doubt that the claim of the Scotch Church is warranted by the terms 
of the Act appropriating these reserves, and they much regret that a 11101'1' 

liberal construction has not, from the first, been placed on the terms of that Act 
in this respect. The unprofitable nature of those reserves, however, until within 
the last few years, has scarcely admitted any question of practical importance to 
be raised, with reference to the claims of separate Protestant churches in the 
Canac1as to a. participation in their proceeds. You. are aware that the disposal of 
these lands was referred in November 1831 to the Legislatures of the respective 
provinces, and Lord Glenelg has reason to hope that in the course of the present 
session of the Upper Canada Legislature, measures will have been adopted for 
insuring an equitable distribution of the Clergy R~serves in that province 
among the principal communities of Christians '..vithin it, and for thus rendering 
them more generally conducive to the advancement of religious instruction. In 
the details of this arrangement, his Lordship trusts that the members of the 
Church of Scotland will have no ground for complaint. 

In Lower Canada, Lord Glenelg regrets that no steps have as yet been taken 
by tIle provincjal Legislature for a settlement of this question, and the amount 
at present invested in the British funds on account of sales in that province 
being no more than 5,6891., of which the interest alone is disposable, the whole 
available receipts are at present absorbed by the expenses of management. 
Should that fund be hereafter materially increased, His Majesty's Government 
would willingly recognize the claim of the Scotch Church to participate in it. 

The last point which I am directed to notice is, the prospect of assistance to the 
Scotch clergy, held out by Lord Ripon's despatch of 24th December 1830, but 
not yet realized. . It cannot be denied that, at the time of the date of that 
despatch, it was Lord Ripon's intention to appropriate a sum of 500 t. a year 
from the casual and territorial revenue of Lower Canada to the ministers of the 
Church of Scotland in that province. This intention, however, it appears that 
Lord Ripon was subsequently compelled, though doubtless with reluctance, to 
abandon. 

At the time when his Lordship proposed to grant the sum in question to the 
Presbyterian clergy, he anticipated that the Legislature of Lower Canada would 
grant to His Majesty a civil list, and that the casual and territorial revenues might 
be appropriated to the objects contemplated in the despatch to which reference 
has been mad.e. It is ~eedle.ss here .to .recap~tl~late the circumstances by w-hich 
that expectatIOn was dlsappomted; It IS sufficIent to remark, that in conse­
quence it became absolutely necessary to apply the proceeds of the casual and 
territorial revenue to the current expenses of the Governmentr instead of those 
other important services to which it had been destined. 

The same unfortunate state of things has since continued to exist, and the 
whole of the casua.l and territorial revenue.s o~ Lower Canada are at the present 
moment absorbed 111 the payment of those ll1dIspensable expenses, without which 
the government of the country could not be maintained. Under these circutn­
stances, it is a Inatter of deep regret to His Majesty's Government that at the 
pre.sent moment tl~~y have no funds at thei~ disposal from which they could 
aSSIst the clergy or the Church of Scotl~nd 1~ Lo:ver Canada. They earnestly 
hope, ho:vever, that the aspect of p~lbhc affairs 111 t~e province may, at no re­
mote penod, be changed, and no exertIOn shall be wantll1O' on their part by which 
the ~ust cl~ims of the Clll~r~h of Scot~an~ to a share ofbany public endowments 
for tne mall1tenance of rehglOus \yorslnp 111 the colony, may be recoO'nized and 
enforced. 0 

I have, &c. 
Rev. E. Black, D.D. (signed) George Grey. 
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-No. 4.-
Newton Stewart by Dumfries, 

Sir, 30 March 1837. 
I HAVE had ,the honour to receive your letter of the 25th instant, containing 

Lord Glenelg s answer to my memorial of the 8th of February, and to a 
subseq~ent letter transn:itted t? hi~ Lordship. I have to express my regret that his 
Lordsh!p has not felt hImself JustIfied in granting temporary aid to the ministers 
of the Scotch Church in Lower Canada, until the revenue arising from the sale 
of the Clergy ~eserves be .available to yield to them a permanent annual stipend. 
The PresbyterIan populatIOn of L?wer Canada, comprehending as it does the 
most numerous and respectable body of the Protestant community, cannot be 
expected willingly to submit longer to the partial treatment of the Government, 
when they see, year after year, grants of money voted to the Romish and 
Episcopal Churches, and all aid refused to the branch of the National Church 
to which they belong'. 

I r.espectfully submit for Lord Glenelg's consideration, the following subjects 
of grIevance, on the part of the Scotch Church, entirely overlooked in his Lord. 
ship's reply. 

NO·4· 
Rev. E. Black to 
Sir G. Grey, --
30 March 1837. 

1. That the convener of the committee of the General Assembly on colonial 
matters (Dr. Mearns, I believe) received a despatch from the Colonial Secretary, 
in 1827, bearing, ~'tI1at whenever a congregation in any of those provinces 
~hall have erected a suitable place of worship, and be prepared. to acknowledge 
the jurisdiction of the Church of Scotland, and to contribute according to their 
means towards the maintenance of a minister, upon their presenting a memorial 
to the Governor in Council, the Governor will have received His Majesty's com· 
mands, authorizing him, upon being satisfied that those conditions have been 
duly complied with, to contribute to the support of the clergyman in such pro­
portion, as together with the contribution of the parties presenting the memorial, 
may be sufficient to afford him a comfortable maintenance." 

I may be mistaken as to the year in which this despatch was sent to the . 
convener, but I cannot be mistaken as to the fact that such a despatch was 
received, for I was one of those clergymen who memorialized the Governor 
(Lord Dalhousie), praying that his Lordship would put in force the Colonial 
Secretary's instructions. , 

2. That there is something unaccountable in the fact, that although the 5001. 
mentioned in Lord Ripon's despatch of the 24th December 1830 was not paid to 
the Presbyterian clergy, on the ground that the House of Assembly did not pass 
the Bill proposed to that body by his Lordship, yet, that all the other items men­
tioned in that despatch, comprehending 3,000 l. to the Protestant bishop, 1,000 I. 
to the Catholic bishop, 650 I. to the Archdeacon of Quebec, and various other 
sums to the inferior Episcopal clergy, were paid, and have been continued to be 
paid up to this moment. 

3. That it is evident a very considerable sum has been realized from the sale 
of Clergy Reserves in Lower Canada; that there must be something egregiously. 
amiss in the mode of managing the fund arising from such a sale on the part of 
the corporation, composed as it is entirely of Episcopalians; a~d as it. is now 
granted on all sides, that the Scotch Church has an ~q?al rIght WIth the 
Episcopal Church to a share of these reserves, tl:at the mIl1lsters of the Scotch 
Church ought in justice to have so~ething to say 111 the ~anagement of that fund. 

4. That within a very short penod, and at the very tIme the Government de­
clared they had no funds at their disposal to giv~ a grant to the Scotch Church, 
the Lieutenallt-Governor of Upper Canada (SIr John Colborne), endowed 57 
English rectories, by granting to each of these rectories from 400 to 800 acres 
of land out of the very best of the Clergy Reserves.. , ., . 

I respectfully request that I may be honoured WIth Lord Glenelg s opmlOn on 
the preceding snbjects of grievance. .,. 

I shall continue to exert myself to the utmost 11l behalr of my~elf and of my 
suffering brethren, and in order that I may be enabled to do so WIth so~ne effect, 
I have sent out to Montreal, at my own expens~, a preacher of the ~h~rch ?f 
Scotland to do my duty. This arrangement wIll allow me to remam 111 thIS 
country till at least after the meeting of the General Assembly of the Church 
of Scotland. 

. Sir George Grey, Bart. M.P. 

&c. &C. &C. 
244· 
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-No. 5.-
Sir, Downing-street, 24 April 1837. 

I HAVE received and have laid before Lord Glenelg your letter of the 30th ult. 
adverting to certain points in your former communications which you consider 
to have been overlooked in my letter of the 25th of March. 

The first subject to which you advert is a letter, addressed to Dr. Mearns by 
the Secretary of State, and dated, as you suppose, in 18~7~ in which, on cert~in 
conditions, assistance was distinctly promised to the mUllsters of the ScottIsp. 
Church in Canada. I did not refer to this promise in my former letter, because 
it was not adverted to in your memorial, and because, on reference to the corre­
spondence of the date which you had indicated, no trace of it co~l~ be found; 
and I had never previously heard of its existence. On a more dIhget;tt search, 
however, which has been instituted since the receipt of your last letter, It appears 
that a communication, in the terms which you have quoted, was addre.ssed ~o 
Dr. Mj;!arns, by Lord Bathurst's direction, on the 9th June 1825, WIth thIS 
qualification, that the contribution to be made by the Government to the S~lP­
port of Presbyterian clergymen would necessarily be limited by the funds wInch 
it might be in the power of the Crown to appropriate to such purpose, and by 
the other claims which might exist on those funds. 

Notwithstanding this letter, it does not appear that any corresponding instruc­
tions were transmitted to the Governors of the Canadian provinces, nor is LQrd 
Glenelg able to account for this remarkable omission, otherwise than on the 
supposition that the Secretary of State did not conceive there were any funds, at 
the disposal of the Crown, available for the purpose in question. His Lordship, 
however, cannot hesitate to admit that the expectation held out by Lord 
Bathurst, conferred on· the clergy of the Church of Scotland in Canada the 
strongest claim to the consideration of His Majesty's Government, in the distri­
bution of any funds applicable in those provinces to ecclesiastical purposes, and 
he has every disposition to redeem the pledge which has so long remained unful­
filled, so far as the means still exist for the attainment of this object. 

In Upper Canada his Lordship has reason to hope, as I informed you in my 
letter of the 25th ult., that, by the intervention of the local Legislature, the 
Clergy Reserves in that province will be rendered more conducive to the pro­
motion of religious instruction, on a basis which will insure to the Church of 
Scotland a participation in their proceeds, proportionate to the relative number 
of its members, as compared with those of the other principal denominations of 
Christians in the colony. 

In Lower Canada, the funds applicable to religious purposes are much more 
circumscribed; and although the amount at present invested in the British 
funds on account of sales of the Clergy Reserves in that province may, on 
further inquiry, prove to be greater than that which was stated in my letter of 
25th ultimo, there is but little gi:ound to expect that the interest arising from 
the proceeds of those sales, will at any early period, afford to His Majesty's 
'Government the means of granting essential assistance to the Scotch Church. 
All the other Crown revenues in that province (as I have already had t.h.e 
honour to inform you) are at present necessarily applied to the indispensable 
services of the Government; but if a favourable change of circumstances should 
hereafter occur, Lord Glenelg would gladly avail himself of the first opportunity 
of fully redeeming t.he pledge given by Lord Bathurst in 1825, to which his 
attention has for the first time been drawn by yourself, and the obligation of 
which he is fully prepared to recognize. 

2. You designate as unaccountable the difference between the course subse­
quently pursued with reference to the proposed grant of 5001. to the Scotch 

· Church, and that adopted with respect to the other ecclesiastical items intended 
by Lord Ripon to have been placed on the casual and territorial revenue of 

· Lower Canada; but I am to remind you that an essential difference existed 
between the nature of those charges. Of the latter, there was none that was 

· for ll: new service, or that had not previously been provided for from other funds. 
AnxlO~s, therefo;e, to maintain all existing interests, and to prevent the indivi­
dual dIstress whICh must have followed from a sudden withdrawal of the accus­

. tomed salaries, Lord Ripon, when he found that the casual and territorial 
·r:venue was no longer applicable to the service, proposed to Parliament to pro­
VIde, by an annual vote, for those clergymen who had up to that time been paid 
out of the Army Extraordinaries and other funds belonging to this country; on 

the 
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the expres~ ~ond~tion, however, that the grant should not be continued to any 
?ut. t~e eXI~tmg mcumbents. But, in the case of the Scotch Church, no vested 
md?vIdual mt~rest had bee~ create~, and, accordingly, there was no ground on 
whICh Lord RIpon could, wIth consIstency have applied to Parliament to realize 
his intentions in their behalf. ' . 
· 3. With regard to the amount of sales of Clergy Reserves in Lower Canada 
It appears that so~e del~y ~as ~ccurre~ in investing the proceeds obtained in th; 
year 1835. An mvestIg.atlOn IS .now m J?rogress,. and Lord Glenelg expects at 
an early date to be f~r~l1shed. wIth full mformatIOn on the subject. You are, 
however, aware that It IS the mterest only of the investments, which under the 
Act 7 & 8 Geo. 4, c. 62, can be expended. 

Assuming, therefore, the largest estimate which has been made of. those 
investments, Lord Glenelg fears that the interest will not afford any considerable 
fund for ecclesiastical purposes. 
I > 4. Lastly, you allu~e to the creation, by Sir J. Colborne, in the beginning of 
last. year, of 57 :ectorIes of the Church of England. 'With reference to this 
~ubJect, I am to mform you, that as soon as His Majesty's Government were 
mformed of these endowments, an inquiry was instituted into the circumstances 
under which these rectories were created, and that such inquiry which involves 
the q:uestion of the legal rights of the parties to the endowment in question, is 
now m progress. 

Rev. E. Black, D.V. 

I am, &c. 
(signed) Geo. Grey. 

COpy of a LETTER from R. Wilmot H01'ton, Esq. to the Rev. Dr. lIfearns, 
. dated Downing-street, 9 June 1825. 

Sir, 
· I AM directed by Earl Bathurst to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 21st May uI1imo.,transmitting to his Lordship a memorial relating to the 
s~tuationof thePresbytel'ian clergy in the British American Prov:inces; and con­
taining answers to certain queries which had been submitted to you by this 
department; and I am directed by his Lordship to inform you, that whenever a 
congregation, in any of those Provinces, shall have erected a suitable place of 
worship, and 'be prepared to acknowledge the jurisdiction of the .Church of Scot­
land, and to contribute accordi.ng to their means iowards the maintenance of a 
minister-upon their presenting a memorial to the Governor or the Lieutenant­
governor (as the case may be) in Council, the Governor or Lieutenant-governor 
will have received his Majesty's commands, authorizing him, upon being satisfied 
that these conditions have been duly complied with, to contribute to the support 
of the clergyman in such proportion, as together with the contribution of the 
par.ties presenting the ~em?rial, may be s~fficient to ~ffor~ l:im a comp~tent 
mamtenance; such contrlbutlOn,however, bemg necessarIly IUl1ltedby the funds 
which it may be in the power of the Crown to appropriate to such purpose, and 
by the other claims which may exist upon those funds. 

, I have, &c. 
(signed) .R. W. Horton. 

- No.6.-
Sir . Downing-street, 2 June 1837. 

, WITH' reference to my letter of the 24th Apr:illast, on the subject of the claims 
of the Scotch Church in Canada to pecuniary assistance from His Majesty's 
Government, I am directed by Lord Glenelg to inform you, that, on application 
at the office of the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury, he learns that there.is 
at present in the hands o~ the Payma~ter of Civil .Services~ ~mall u.nappropriated 
balance arising from the 111teres.t on mvestmentS.111 the BrItIsh funds, on account 
of' the sales of Clergy Reserves 111 Lower Canada.. . 
· Anxious therefore, to realize the expectations held out to the Scotch Church 

by his p'redecessors, and to give effect to t~eir claim to share in t~lC benefits 
arising from the Clergy ~eserves, as,recogmzed by the la,:" officers of the Crown 
in l819, and by a CommIttee of the House of Commons 111 1828, Lord Glenelg 
will lose no time in instructing the Earl of Gosford to pay over to the Presbytery 
of the Church of Scotland in Lower Canada, during the present year, thesulll 
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of 500 l. Lord Glenelg will be much gratified if it should be in his power to 
continue to the Scotch Church in that province some assistance in future years; 
but he directs me to Temind you, that the general question of the Clergy Reserves 
having, by the Act of 1791, been rend~re~ liable to the revisio~ .of the provin­
cial Legislatures, no permanent apprOprIatIOn of the revenue aTlSlng from those 
TeSeT'Ves can now be made, and His Majesty's Government are therefore unable to 
offer any guarantee for the perpetuity of such assistance. 

I have, &c. 
Rev. E. Black, D.D. (signed) Geo. Grey. 

- No.7.-
Sir, Thornhill, Dumfries-shire, 14 June 1837. 

I HAVE had the honour to receive your communication of the 2d inst., inti­
mating that Lord Glenelg will lose no time in instructing the Earl of Gosford to 
pay over to the Presbytery of Quebec of the Church of Scotland in Lower 
Canada, during the present year, the sum of 500 I. 

In my own name, and in that of my brethren, 1 beg that you will convey to his 
Lordship our grateful thanks for this mark of his regard for the welfare of the 
Scottish Church; it is important, as it is the first time that His Majesty's Prin­
cipal Secretary of State has recognized the claims of that church to a share in 
the benefits arising from the Clergy Reserves. I cannot, however, but regret 
that Lord Glenelg had not made the grant larger, as 500 l. divided among 15 
clergymen (the number at present in Lower Canada), leaves to each only 
~3 t. 6 s. 8 d.; nor can I admit that this grant, even admitting it to be a perma­
nent one, is a fulfilment of the pledge given by Lord Bathurst to the Scotch 
Church in June 1825. 

I respectfully request that Lo~d Glenelg will take into his consideration 
the propriety and justice of augmenting the grant to such an extent as will 
insure to each of the clergymen now in the Lower Province at least 100 l .. 
each; this sum, together with the contributions of the people, is the very least 
on which a clergyman can support himself and his family, and less than this 
could not have been intended to be offered by Lord Bathurst. 

The small sum paid to the,clergy of the Church of Scotland in Upper Canada 
is taken, I believe, out of the proceeds paid to the Government by the Upper 
Canada Land Company. Might I respectfully suggest, that an addition to the 
sum already granted by Lord Glenelg to the Scotch clergy in the Lower Pl'ovince 
might be taken out of the proceeds arising from the Land Company lately esta­
blished in that province, until the proceeds from the Clergy Reserves be avail­
able for the purpose? 

I am anxious to be the bearer of cheering intelligence to my brethren in 
Lower Canada, and I trust that I shall be honoured with a favourable reply 
from Lord Glenelg, addressed to me at Newton Stewart, by Dumfries, on or 
before the 26th inst. 

I have, &c. 
Sir George Grey, Bart. M. P. 

&c. &c, &c. 
(signed) Edw. BlacR. 

- No.8.·-
Sir, Downing-street, 27 June 1837. 

I AM directed by Lord Glenelg to acknowledge your letter of the 14th instant, 
expressing the thanks of the Scotch Church in Lower Canada for the assistance 
which ~er Majesty's Government have granted to them during the current year; 
but statmg your regret at the small amount of the grant, and suO'gesting an 
addition to it out of the payments of the British American Land COI~pany. 

In reply, I am t~ express Lor~ Gle~elg's regl'et that it is not in his power to 
adopt your suggestIOn. The eXIgenCIes of the public service in Lower Canada, 
as I have already had the honour to explain to you, are such as to absorb all 
the revenues in that Province at the disposal of the Crown' and it is therefore 
ont of the power of Her Majesty's Government to grant assi~tance to the Scotch 
Church out of any other fund than the limited proceeds of the Clergy Reserve 
sales. 

Rev. E. Black, D. D. 
I have, &c. 

(signed) Geo. Grey. 
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- No.9.-
My ~ord, College, Glasgow, 26 April 1837. 

I AM dIrected by t?e committee in which I have the honour to preside, to for­
ward to your LordshIp the accompanyinO' memorial to which I entreat permis-. t . b , 
S10n .0 request your favourable attention. 

Right Hon. Lord Glenelg, I have, &c. 
&c. &c. &c. (signed) D. Macfarlan. 

To the Right Honourable CilaTles Lord C?lenelg, His Majesty's Principal Secretary of State 
for the Colomal Department, &c. &c. 

The MEMORIA,L o~ the General. Ass~mbly's <;~mmittee ,for promoting the Religious 
Interest of ScottIsh PresbyterIans 111 the Bntlsh Colomes respectfully representeth 
That- " 

~ OU R Lordship' s ~emo~ialists, befor~ reporting to the General Assembly their proceedings 
durmg the year, feel It their duty to brll1g once more under the consideration of His Ma­
jesty'~ Government the state ?f the Churches composed of their countrymen in the British 
colomes, both generally, an~ m reference to the particular circumstances of several of their 
number, to whICh the attentIOn of the committee has been immediately ca11ed. 

The memorialists beg l.eave to repeat the assertion of a principle 'which they apprehend 
cannot be controverted, VIZ.; that by the Treaty of Union the ministers and other members 
of the Church of Scotland are entitled, in every colony settled or acquired since the year 
1706, t? be put on a perfect equality in all respects with those of the Church of England, in 
proportIOn ~o th~ numbe~ belonging respectively to each denomination; and that even in 
t~IOse colo~Ies whICh, havll1,g been settled before the Union, may be regarded as more pecu­
harly EnglIsh, they are entItled at least to the favourable consideration of Government, in 
preference to those bodies who belong to neither establishment, and for whose principles no 
public or permanent pledge can be given. 

The memorialists beg leave again to solicit the attention of Government to the application 
of the proceeds of the Clergy Reserve lands in Canada. The principle already laid down 
seems to them to establish fully the right of the ministers of the Church of Scotland, offici­
ating in that colony, to a share, proportioned to the number of their flocks, of a fund reserved 
expressly, by its Parliamentary charter, for the support of a Protestant clergy. They regret 
to find, from the representations of their numerous clerical brethren officiating in the Upper 
Province, that even there the English Church has received more than its fair and legitimate 
share of the proceeds of that fund, while the Church of Scotland has enj oyed only a precarious 
and very inadequate provision; and they lament that a proposal should have been made and 
entertained in any quarter, for admitting to a participation in the same source of emolument 
the Roman-catholic clergy, as well as those of other nondescript bodies, who, however 
respectable they may be as individuals, are not recognized by the authorities or incorporated 
with the constitution of the empire. Against what they conceive to be a misapplication of 
this fund, the memorialists, as representing an established Protestant Church, must enter 
their solemn protest, and express their confident hope that it will never be countenanced by 
the Government of a Protestant Sovereign. ' 

The memorialists mnst be forgiven for urging stillmore earnestly on your Lordship's atten­
tion the case of their brethren and countrymen in Lower Canada, for whom, with the exception 
of a single clergyman, no p~b~ic provision of any kind is made .. N otwithstandi~g an assur­
ance given. by the then eXlstmg Government so far bac~ as ll1 1827, :' that 111 all cases 
where a SUitable place of worshIp was erected, and a suffiCIent congregatIOn assembled, the 
Government would :mpply any deficiency in a moderate income for a minister which the 
small means of the poor inhabitants of a newly-settled district could not supply," and that 
in order to give effect in part to this undertaking, a special instruction was sent by L?rd 
Goderich to Lord Aylmer on the 29th December 1830, "to apply 500 l. a year, a proportIOn 
of 6,850 l" out of the casual and territorial revenues, to this purpose," no such payment 
has been made and "when application was made by the Presbytery of Quebec to Lord 
Gosford on the 23d of February 1836, for payment of the said sum, an answer was received 
from hi; Lordship to the effect that the instructions contained in tl~e despatc!l. alluded t?, 
were set aside by subsequent a~'fang~ments made between th~ Impenal authOrItIes; .and thIS 
while all the other items contamed 111 that despatch were paJd, and have been contmued to 
the Episcopal and Romish Churches." . 

The consequence has been, that the clergy in the Lower Province ar~ reduced to not only 
poverty, but extreme distress. A snm of 200 l. has been la~ely remItted. from Scotland, 
from the scanty funds under t~e management .of your memOrIalIsts, to relIeve them from 
sufferings of the O'reatest seventy. Some of them have already, and most of the others 
must ere long of ~ecessity abandon, the charg-es ,whi~h they had undert~ke? The people 
among whom the~ hav~ laboured, WIth othe~s 111 lIke Clr~tlmstances, constltutll1g a ver! large 
proportion of the mhabI~a~ts, I?ust be left ll1 absolute Ig~orance and heathemsm, 0.1 aba,n­
cloned to the peril~us mImstratl~ns of ~agrant and unquall~ed t~achers; and all tlu~ ~h!le 
there exists a consIder~ble and ll1creasmg fund, to a share 111 wlllc~ they hav~ a cleal llght, 
and ctemands on which proceeding from other quarters, and restmg on claIms no better 
founded, have been freely admitted. The memorialists feel ~ol1fident that the~ have only to 
state these incontrovertible facts ill order to call forth the lllterference of Government for 
'Correction of a state of things so anomalous and unjust. 
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They lament deeply that ~hey have a si.milar statement ?f distress and destitution.to make 
on behalf of their brethren m Nova Scotia, New BrunswlCk, Cape Breton, an~ ~rlllce Ed­
ward's Island; the Presbyterians in those co~onies are very numerous, an~ tneu' numbeL' 
daily increasing. They are scattered ove~ a wI~e extel~t of country, and thel~ c~ergy, about 
30 in number are unable to extend their clencal dutles, except to a very IUUlt.ed share of 
those who de~and their ministrations and pastoral superintendence. Th~ support of th.e 
ministers in those pl'Ovinces. is derived entirely ~rom the voluntar~ contl'lbutlOn of ~helr 
people, and proves, in most 1l1stances, altogether madequate to their comfortable .l!laI.nte­
nance. A small donation, to the extent of 100 l., out of the funds, put by the contnbutlO:1S 
of their countrymen at the disposal o~ ~he memor.ialists, has been allowed towards the .re~lef 
of their immediate and urgent necessities, but this can afford only a tempo~ary and tl'lfl:ng 
alleviation of their sufferings; without some public provision their nU?lbe.r, 1l1stead of b~1l1g 
augmented in proportion to the demand for their services, must be mevltably and rapidly 
reduced; and the same consequences may be anticipated which have been ~lready predicted 
as about to flow from the existing system in Lower Cana.da? and.than whlCh none can be 
more earnestly deprecated by every man of pious and patrIOtiC !e~!1l1gs. . .. 

The memorialists would further beg' leave to call your Lordship s attentlOll to the situatIOn 
of their countrymen in other colonies, whose spiritual destitution, though not S? exc:s-. 
si ve as in those already referred to, is still very great, and calls loudly for the comnderatlOn 
of an enlightened and Christian Government. . . . 

In Jamaica, a moiety of the white, with a large proportIOn of the coloured mhabltants 
are Presbyterians; a.nd yet the Scottish Church at Kingston is, so far as is known, the only 
permanent Presbyterian place of worship in the island. The Legislative Assembly have 
passed an" Act to extend the means of Public Religion in this Island by Ministers of the­
Church of Scotland," to the effect, "that it shall be lawful for the justices and vestry of 
each parish in this island, and they are hereby authorized and empowered to raise, by. a tax 
on the inhabitants of each parish, in the same manner and form as the other parish taxes 
now are, or may hereafter he raised and collected, any sum that may be necessary fOl·the 
support of a clergyman of the Established Church of Scotland, not exceeding the sum of 
400 l. per annum: Provided nevertheless, that such stipend for a minister shall not be so 
raised until the. inhabitants of each such parish shall have first provided at their own 
expence, or by private funds, a place of worship for the purpose of this Act." 

This measure, adopted by the popular branch of the Legislature, as right, fair, and 
" reasonable, stands opposed in the Council, not,. as it is believed, from any direct objection 

to its being adopted, but because they are not at liberty to accede to it without instru~tions 
from the Government at home. . 

The intercession of the Church of Scotland with your Lordship on this subject has been 
earnestly requested, and the memorialists cannot entertain a doubt of your acquiescing with 
entire approbation in a proposal originating with the colonists themselves, burdensome, if at 
all, to them alone, and promising to contribute so powerfully and extensively to the .best 
interests of all classes of the inhabitants. 

The good offices of the Church of Scotland with Government have also been requested 
on behalf of Presbyterian Churches at present existing in Grenada and Tobago, and others 
now in progress at Antigua and the Mauritius, for public ·aid to enable them to pay adequate 
salaries to their respective clergymen. The memorialists beg leave to recommend to your 
Lordship's favourable consideration the claims of all these societies of their fellow Chris­
tians, but especially that of the inhabitants of the Mauritius. Theil' application is sub­
scribed by a large body of the most respectable settlers of all denominations, many of them 
being members, and some even clergymen of the Church of England, Their object. is to 
provide with public worship and religious instruction not only resident natives of Scotland, 
but the numerous Scottish vessels which resort to the harbour. It appears from their state­
ment that a large congregation may be expected, that the progress of vice and irrelio-ion 
requires to be counteracted by the most vigorous exertions, and that a want of the mea;s to 
provide an adequate remuneration for the labours of a clergyman well qualified for the duties 
of the situation is the chief obstacle with which they have to contend. 

The memorialists beg leave, lastly, to entreat your Lordship's attention to some additional 
representations, which have been made to them by the Scottish inhabitants of Van Die­
men's Land. It appears from these that, of date the uth August 1836, a petition was pre­
sented to the Governor and Council of that colony, praying" the Honourable Council that, 
for th.e du~ support of public religion in Van Diemen's Land, the four Presbyterian churches 
now m eXistence in the colony may be placed in a situation equal ill all respects to that 
held by ~he existing Epis~opal churches, and th.at their ministers may receive support fmm 
the pubh? rev~n.ue, equalm a~ount to tp.at received by the present Episcopal ministers.'" 

On . thiS petitIOn the CouncIl, after a lengthened dISCUSSion, came to a resolution ill the 
followmg words: "That it is the opinion of this Council that the ministers of the Church of 
Scotland be placed on the same footin o', as to salary and allowances as the chaplains of the 
Church of England Establishment." 0 , 

Notwithstanding of this resolution, the Act for Appropriation of the Revenue, proillul­
ga~ed a few days after, was found to keep up the sa~e disproportion as had formerly 
eXI;.;ted between the grants to the clergy of the two estabhshments' and on a remonstrance 
to the Governor, the petitioners ~vere i.nformed that '~the resolution'jn question was passed 
"ub~eq~ently to the estimates bemg laid up~n Council table, ~nd that previously to its being 
ca.frIed mto effect by the local government, It must be submItted for the approval of the 
Right Honourable the Secretary of State." 

Of the probable effect of.this ~eference to the Colonial-office in Britain, no explanation 
wa~, or perhaps could be, gIven III the colony. Your Lordship's memorialists have great 

pleasure 
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'Plea?ur~ in ackno.wledg~ng the il~dulge~t· atten~ion which has been paid to their former 
arphcatlOns on thIS subject, and 111 bearmg testrmony to the grateful sense which is enter­
tal.ned of the parental. care of ~overnment, ~y their countrymen in Van Diemen's Land. 
StIll they trust th~y Will be forgiven for repea~mg that the principles, often maintained, and 
stated once ~ore III th: commencement of. tl1ls memorial, fully justify both the resolution 
of tl~e qoloma~ Council, and the hope whlCh they would respectfully express of its being 
carrI~d mt? fan: and c?r?plet~ operatIOn,. under the· directions of the important department 
of HIs MaJesty-s. admll1lstratJon over whlCl~ your Lordship so ably presides. 

The mem~n~hsts h~ve finally t? apologIze for trespassing so frequently and largely 011 

oyour Lor~slllp s .atten~lOn and p~tIence, and at the same time to express their hope of being 
excus~d, III consideratIOn ?f the Iml?~rtance of the subject embraced in their application, the· 
deep. mterest they take m the spmtual. welfare of their countrymen now settled in the 
colome~, ~nd theIr knowledge of the pIOUS and benevolent sympathy with which your 
Lordship IS accustomed to regard all that affects the best interests of every class of your 
fellow-Christians. 

Signed, by order ?f the Gener~l A~sembly's. <?ommitte~ for promoting the Religious 
Interest of ScottIsh PresbyterIans 111 the BntIsh Colomes, thiS 22d day of April 1837, 

(signed) D. Macfarlan, Convener. 

-No. 10. - No. 10. 

Sir, Downing-street 31 May lsa7. Sir G. Grey to 
I d · t d b L d GI I ·k' d h . f' I f Rev. Dr. Macfarlan, 

AM IreC e y. or ene g.to ac nowle ge t e receipt 0 your ett~r 0 the 31 May 11l37. 

26th ult., transmIttmg a memOrIal of the General Assembly's Committee for 
promoting the Religious Interests of Scottish Presbyterians in the British Colonies. 

This memorial has engaged Lord Glenelg's serious attention, and I am to ad­
dress to you the following observations on the several points to which it refers. 

His Majesty's Government see no reaSOll to dissent from the general principle 
.asserted by the memorialists; they are desirous of giving to it the fullest 
practical operation which the means at their disposal for this purpose will allow. 

With regard to the application of the proceeds of the Clergy Reserves in 
Canada, Lord Glenelg direCts me to observe that, notwithstanding the extent of 
th~se reserves, the profits derived from them were for many years only sufficient 
to defray the expense of management, and that it was not until after the passing 
of the Act 7 & s Geo. 4, c. 62, authorizing their sale, that any net sum was 
realized from them. While Lord Glenelg is prepared fully to admit the right 
of the ministers of the Church of Scotland officiating in the colony to partici­
pate i~ the proceeds of the fund raised from such sale, . he regrets that, owing to 
doubts formerly entertained on the construction of the Act. of 1791 on this sub-

ject, there is not at. present any Ul~appropriated revenue ~lerived. from tho.se lands 
in the Upper Provmce out of whICh stipends could ?e ImmedIately aSSigned to 
.ministers of the Church of Scotland. In that provmce, however, the annual 
sales are so considerable, that his Lordship sees reason to hope that this diffi­
culty may, at an early period, be overcome, even if no steps should previously be 
taken by the provincial Legislature for setting at rest the questions respecting 
the. Clergy Reserves. As :i:ord Glenelg has n~t yet received the jo.urnals of the 
Council and Assembly, he IS unable to ascel'tam the exact steps whICh have been 
taken on the subject during the late session; but, with reference to the protest 
which the memorialists have made against what they term" a misapplication of 
this fund," I mll to call your particular attention to the 41st clause of the Con­
stitutional Act, by which a power to vary the provis~ons of the Imperial Par­
liament, in regard to t~e Clergy Re~erves, .was espe~Ia~ly. delega~ed to t~e pro­
vincial Legislature, subject to. cert~m speclfi.ed rest.I'l~tlOns. l.t I~ not d:fficult 
to understand the policy whICh dI.ctated ~hIS. prOVISIOn, nor .IS It pOSSIble to 
question the wisdom of that law, wInch, whIle.l.t set apart a fund for purp.oses of 
religious instiuction, co:ntem:plated the probabI.lIty of such a change of Cll'CUl11-
'stances within the provmce m th~ course of ~ts. future advancement, as would 
render it expedient that the speCIfic apIJl:opnatlOn made by ~he Act of 1791 
should be revised and altered at a later perIod by the local LegIslature, to whom 
were to be confided the general interests of the province. His Majesty's Govern­
ment therefore, have neither the power nor the inclination to interfere with the 
proc:edings of the Upper Canada Leg~l;lature on this. subjec~, since those 'pro­
ceedings are founded on an e~actment of the Impenal ~ arliament, specIal1'y 
desiO'ned to meet snch a contmgency; nor can, they heSItate to express theu' 
opinion, that au attempt on the part of the J?~ecutive Go~e~'nment t6 maintai.n in 
.exclusive privileges any parti~ular COml11UlutIes of ChnstIans on the Am~rlCan 
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continent, in opposition to the expressed wishes of the representat~ves of the 
people, would lead to results far from advantageous to the general mterests of 
Christianity. . 

Lord Glenelg, however, has every reason to hope, that m whatever arrange-
ment may ultimately be made in Upper Canada as to the Clergy Reserves, the 
claim of the Scotch Church to a fair participation in the proceeds of those lands, 
in proportion to the number o~the members of .th~t chur?h in the provin~e, will 
be as fully,and cordially admItted by the provmcIaI LegIslature as by HIs Ma­
jesty's Government. In Lower Canada, the sale of the Clergy Reserves has been very limited, and the 
proceeds of such sales are consequently of comparatively small amount; but as no 
specific appropriation of the dividends arising from the investment of such proceeds 
has yet been made, Lord Glenelg trusts that he sha]~ be enabled without delay to 
direct the appropriation of a certain sum arising from this source in aid of the 
maintenance of the ministers of the Church of Scotland in that province, and 
that such aid will be continued so long as the distribution of this fund shall be 
left by the provincial Legislature in the hands of His Majesty's Governme~t. 
His Lordship fully admits that the expectation held out by Lord Bathurst, III 

1825, to the General Assembly of the Scotch Church, entitles the ministers of 
that church to the most favourable consideration in the distribution of any funds 
applicable to religious instruction. N or is he disposed to question that the 
instruction conveyed by the Earl of Ripon to Lord Aylmer, in the month of 
December 1830, was intended, in some degree, to give effect to that expectation. 
But Lord Glenelg desires me to remind you of the circumstances which pre­
vented the fulfilment of Lord Ripon's instruction. The assistance promised by 
Lord Bathurst had been expressly made contingent on the sufficiency of the 
funds at the disposal of the Crown to supply it. In 1830 Lord Ripon, having 
every reason to expect that a civil list would be granted by the Assembly of· 
Lower Canada, proceeded to explain the manner in which the surplus of the 
Crown revenues (which would in that event accrue), ought to be applied; and, 
among other charges, he specified the grant to which you have alluded, of 500 l. 
per annum to the Scotch Church; but the contingency on which Lord Ripon 
lul.d calculated never came to pass, the Assembly of Lower Canada baving 
refused to grant a civil list ; it therefore became necessary to revoke the instruc­
tion of the 24th December 1830, and to apply the whole of the Crown revenues 
to the indispensable services of the Government. But as all the items enume­
rated therein, except the grant to the Scotch Church, had previously been pro­
vided from other sources, Lord Ripon, in order to prevent a large degree of indi­
vidual suffering and distress, consented to apply to PaTliament to provide, during 
the lives of the actual incumbents, and no longer, a considerable proportion of 
the salaries which had been formerly paid to them, and on the continuance of 
which they had relied when proceeding to Canada. The same unfortunate cir­
cumstimces have, as you are probably aware, continued up to the present time, 
and His Majesty's GoverI).ment are therefore at this moment without any other 
funds than those to which I have adverted, and which have only recently accrued, 
from which stipends could be assigned to the Scotch clergy in that province. 

So soon as precise information can be obtained as to the amount now avail­
able from the Clergy Reserves in the Lower Pruvince, Lord Glenelg will direct 
a communication to be addressed to the Rev. Dr. Black, with whom he has 
recently been in communication on this subject, and who has been led to expect 
a further answer to his application on behalf of the Church of Scotland in Lower 
Canada, and his Lords~1ip trusts that it ~ill be in th~ power of His Majesty's 
Government, to a certam extent, to relIeve, from tIllS source, the distress to 
which Lord Glenelg deeply regrets to learn that the ministers of the Scotch 
Church in that provin:ce have been exposed. 

In reg'ard to the other North American colonies, I am to observe that the 
only means by which His Majesty's Government could give effect to the wishes 
which you have expressed on behalf of the ministers of the Scotch Church in these 
several colonie.s, is through the med~um of their I:espect~ve Legislatures, there being 
no .unapproprI~t~d funds at the dIsposal of HIs Majesty's Government, out of 
whICh any prOVISIOn can now be made for the maintenance of Christ.ian ministers 
in. those colonies. ~ord Glenelg,. however, trusts that the provincial Legislatures 
WIll not prove unmmdful of the Important interests which depend on the due 
sUI!~ort :'lncl e;xtension of the means of religious instruction among the numerous 
BntIsh mhabltants of those settlements, and it will afford him sincere gratifica-

tion,_ 
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-~ion, ~f the legitimate i~fluence of the Government canbe successfully exerted in 
~ducmg t!le local LegI~latures to take the claims of the clergy of the Church of 
;:;cotland, 111 common wIth those of other Christian denominations within their 
r~spective provinces, into early and .fav.ourable consideration, with a view to pro­
VIde the most effectual means of rehev111g the spiritual destitution under which 
Lord Glenelg deeply regrets to learn that so many of the members of that Church 
are at present suffering. 

With respect to the other colonies, to which the memorialists have directed his 
L~rdship's attention, I am to assure you of the same disposition on the part of 
H~s MaJes~y's Government to use th~ means at their disposal to give effect to the 
WIshes whIch the General Assembly s Committee have expressed. 

Lord Glenelg has not been able to ascertain to what particular proceeding 
in the Assembly of Jamaica the memorialists have referred' not' has he been able 
to discover in the records of this office any information rel;tive to it . 

. I am, howeve:-. to express to you ?is Lordship's entire. concurrence in the expe­
dIency. of n:~oVI?g any obstacle whICh may be supposed to exist to the operation 
of a dIspoSItIon 111 the Assembly of JamaIca to provide, in the manner which 
appears to have been in contemplation for the maintenance of ministers of the 
Church of Scotland in that colony; and although Lord Glenelg is not aware of 
the circumstances under which the Bill referred to in the memorial was suffered 
to drop, he will not fail to acquaint the Governor of Jamaica of the satisfaction 
-with which His Majesty's Government would learn that the Colonial Legislature 
is disposed to resume the consideration of this important subject, in the spirit in 
which it appears to have been treated by the House of Assembly on the occasion 
adverted to in the memorial. 

lam further to acquaint you, that it appears, from information lately received 
from the Governor of Jamaica, that the sum of 1,100 t. was voted by the Colonial 
Assembly during the last session for the Scotch Churches at Kingston and 
Falmouth in that island. 

A despatch has also very recently been received from the Governor of Mauri­
tius, transmitting the copy of a memorial from a number of respectable inhabitants 
·of that colony, addressed to the Presbytery of Glasgow, praying that a provision 
should be made from the colonial revenue, for the payment of a stipend to a 
minister of the Scotch Church. Although no communication on the subject of 
this petition has as yet been received at this department from the Presbytery, a 
copy of it has been transmitted to the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty's 
treasury, with Lord Glenelg'S recommendation, that the prayer of the petitioners 
should be complied with; and his Lordship has no doubt, that he will be 
enabled to authorize the Governor of Mauritius to issue from the colonial t.rea­
sury an adequate allowance for the maintenance of a Presbyterian minister in 
Mauritius. 

With reference to the Australian colonies, I am to acquaint you, for the 
information of the Committee of the General Assembly, that it has already been 
determined that clergymen of the Church of Scotland should hereafter be placed 
in precisely the same situation as clergymen of the Church of England, so far 
as relates to the amount of the emolument which they will receive from the 
colonial treasury, In the estimates transmitted to this country from New South 
Wales for the year 1836, Lord Glenelg observed, that while provision had been 
made for an immediate increase in the number of clergymen of both churches 
in that colony, the stipend voted for the clergymen of the Church of England, 
was at the rate of 150 t. a year, while that for clergymen of the Church of'Scot­
land was only at the I~ate of 100 l. a ~e~r. .T!ler~ did not appear to his Lo:d­
ship to be any suffiCIent reason for tIus dIst111CtlOIl, and he consequently 111-
structed the Governor to propose to the Legislative Council, that the latter 
should, from the time of their severally entering on their .duties, receive the same 
amount of stipend as that to whi?h the ad~itional clergymen of th~ 9hurch of 
England were to be entitled. HIS LordshIp has every reason to an~IcIpate, .that 
this recommendation will be cheerfully acceded to by the CounCIl, espeCIally 
as in the Colonial Act, ,;vhich has subsequently been passed, in order to carry 
into effect the O'eneral ecclesiastical arrangements which His Majesty's Govern­
ment have rece~tly sanctioned in New South Wales and Van Diemen's Land, no 
such distinction is to be found. 

Lord Glenek trusts that the nature of these arrangements is calculated to 
make ample prgvision for the religious w~nts of the incre~sing population of 
Scotch Presbyterians in these colonies, prOVIded that a suffiCIent number of well 
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qualified ministers of the Church of Scotland can be i.nduced to .a~ail themselves 
of the opening which is now afforded them for takI:ng the spl1'1tual char&,e. of 
congregations of their countrymen who ~ave settled ll1 t~at part of th~ Bl'l~lsh 
empire. His Lordship has already receIved fr?m you, wIth great satIsfactIOn, 
the recommendation of several gentlemen for thIs office, and he trusts that under 
the existina system, not only will the present deficiency of religious instruction 
in connexfon with the Church of Scotland be supplied, but that the means of 
education and religious instruction will, for the future, keep pace with the pro­
aress of emigration from Scotland to Australia, an object to which Lord Glenelg 
~ttaches the highest importance, and in the prosecution of which he is happy 
to have it in .his power to co-operate with the Committee of the General 
Assembly. 

I have, &c. 
Rev. Dr. Macfarlan. (signed) Geo. Grey. 

- No. 11.-

74, Jermyn-street, St. James's, 
Sir, 25 July 1837. 

HAD I not been informed that you were out of town, I should have taken the 
liberty of inhoducing to you personally the gentleman who will deliver this 
letter, the Rev. Mr. Mathieson, one of the Presbyterian ministers of Montreal. 
He has been deputed by his brethren in Lower Canada to make some. represen'" 
tations on their behalf to Her Majesty's Government, and I beg leave to recon~­
mend his statements to your favourable consideration, in the assurance that hIS 
integrity, moderation, and acquaintance with that province, entitle him to more 
than common attention. 

The objects which he has been commissioned to promote, in so far as the 
interference of Government is required, I understand to be chiefly the follow­
ing; viz. 

1. A provision for elementary education to the Scottish Presbyterian inha­
bitants, to the extent of, at least, one school to each congregation connected with 
the Church of Scotland. 

2. The foundation in King's College, Toronto, and M'Gill College, Montreat, 
of professorships in the various branches of liberal education, but especially in 
theology, in conformity to the principles of, and to be held by, professors in con-
nexion with that church. .. - . 

3. The interposition of the authority of Government, either by charter or 
legislative provision, forTendering the judgments of the ecclesiastical courts in 
Canada authoritative, and enabling them to maintain order and discipline in 
their body; an arrangement, the importance of which, I believe, is fullyrecog­
nized by Lord Glenelg, and its necessity evinced by circumstances of recent 
occurrence. 

4. A similar arrangement to facilitate the acquisition of property for eccle .. 
siastical purposes, either by the courtg of the church or through trustees; the 
system hitherto followed having been found extremely inconvenient, and in 
some instances almost prohibitory, of erecting new churches, even in -situations 
where they were most urgently required. And, . 

5. A speedy settlement of the long-disputed question as to the application of 
the Clergy Reserves, so as to remove the irritation and excitement which it still 
occ~sions, and must continue to occasion, so long as it remains unsettled. It is 
belIeved that any reasonable proposal, such as to appropriate an adequate share 
of those funds to the branches of each of the Established Churches in the pro­
v.inces, even though the surplus should be applied to general purposes of instruc­
tIon, would not be objected to by the parties interested. 

Permit me to add, in my own name and in that of the committee on whose 
behalf I. have frequentl,Y had the honour of addressing you, our earnest reCOID­
n:e?-datIOn of t!lOse objects; ~s i~ our apprehension of great importance to the 
CIVIl, and espeCIally the relIgIOUS mterests, of our countrymen in Canada, and to 
assure you of the high esteem and respect with which -. 

Sir George Grey, Bart" 
&c. &c. &c. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) D. JVlacfarlan. 
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BEFORE entering into any explanatioIl of the various causes of discontent on 
the part of the Scots inhabitants of Upper and Lower Canada, and which 
induced t~em to s.end an agent at this time with petitions to His Majesty and 
the Impenal Parha~1ent, I beg l~ave to put your Lordship in possession of a 
copy o~ the proceedmgs of a meetmg of delegates from the Scots Churches in 
COl1l~eXlOn WIth t~e Church of Sc?tla~d, held at Cobourg, on the 17th day of 
Apnllast, by whICh your LordshIp WIll not only be enabled to understand the 
vie.w which they take. of their constitutional l'iglit to enjoy, under the treaty of 
ul1l?n between .the kmgdol1ls of .Englan~. and Scotland, equal privileges with 
theIr fellow-subjects of England m a BntIsh colony, but your Lordship will be 
possessed of a copy of the petitions, and thereby be able to inform me if it will 
meet with your Lordship's pleasure to present the one prepared for the House of 
Lords; in which case, I will call at the Colonial-office with it, and also with 
that int~nded for His Majesty, at any time that your Lordship may be pleased 
to appomt. 

The very satisfactory assurance which I received from Mr. Stephen on Thurs­
day last, touching' the claim of the Church of Scotland to share with the Church 
of England, in the benefits which the funds arising from the sale of the Clergy 
Reserves in Canada afford, leaves me less to say on this subject than it other-
wise would have been my duty to do. . 

And I may make the same observation respecting the recent establishment of 
rectories in Upper Canada, assured as I am both by Sir George Grey and Mr. 
Stephen, that His Majesty's Ministers had no knowledge of any proceeding by 
the Colonial Government to establish and endow rectories till the fact appeared 
in the public prints, and was spoken of in his place by a Member of the House 
of Commons; and that your Lordship lost no time in instituting. an inquiry as 
to the authority by which the Executive Council had been guided in the steps 
taken to form these rectories; the result of which was, that an expression in one 
of Lord Ripon's despatches had been construed into such authority, although 
it is quite probable that his Lordship had no such intention. 

I am happy also to find, that your Lordship has submitted the· legality of the 
establishment and endowment in question for the opinion of His Majesty's law 
officers of the Crown, and that their decision may be expected in the course of 
a few days. 

Should it appear that his. Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor, with the 
advice of the Executive Council, had" Authority" to establish these rectories, I 
cannot hesitate to believe that the inhabitants, whose agent I am, will dutifully 
submit, with a confident expectation, however, that your Lordship will take an 
early opportunity of submitting to Parliament an amendment of the Imperial 
statute 31 Geo. 3, c. 31, to limit the jurisdiction of the rectors to the members 
of the Episcopal Church, and also for other purposes connected with the interests 
of the churches in Canada. 

Had the House of Assembly, on the 9th February last, when in committee of 
the whole on the report of the select committee on ~he p~titions of the ~ev v 

Alexander M'Naughten and others, been aware that HIS Majesty .had not gIVen 
direct authority to the Colonial Government to form these rectorIes, I am cer­
tain that neither the sixth resolution of the series which appears on the journals 
of that body, nor the amendment to it, which "regards as inviolable the rights 
acquired under the patents by which rectories have been endowed," would have 
been adopted by a majority of the members. 

And I am persuaded your Lordship will concur in that opinion, seeing that 
the second resolution was carried .by a majority of 30 to 25 (without the Speaker's 
vote, who I understood prepared the resolutions), and is in these words: " Re­
solved, that the power thus vested in the person administering' the G?vernment 
and the Executive Council of this province, not having been exerCIsed for a 
period of nearly half a century, the inhabitants of ~h~ province had good re~son 
to believe that no attempt would be made to carry It mto effect, more espeCIally 
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when the provincial Legislature had been invite~ to legislate by the Imperial 
Government in relation to the Reserves, from whIch all endowments must neces-
sarily be made." 

The third resolution was carried by the same majority, and is, "That the late 
Lieutenant~governor, with the advice of the Exe~utive Council, estab~ished ?er­
tain rectories, under the power so long suffered (m deference to publIc feelmg) 
to remain dormant." 

Waiting your Lordship's answer as to when your ~ords.hip will see me with 
the petition to His Majesty, and whether your LordshIp WIll b: pleased to pr~­
sent the one intended for the House of Lords, and also requestmg your LordshIp 
to favour me with a copy of the .letters preparing at the Colonial-office for 
Doctors Macfarlan and Black, on the subject of the Canadian Churches, which 
Sir George Grey had the goodness to read to me on Saturday, 

Right hon. Lord Glenelg, 
&c. &c. &c. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) W. Morris. 

Meeting of DELEGATES, from the several PRESBYTERIAN CONGREGATIONS of 
Canada, at Cobourg. 

REPORT of the Proceedings of the Meeting of Delegates from. the different Presbyterian 
Conoregations, in connexion with the Church of Scotland III Canada, held at Cobourg 
the 14th day of April 1837, and continued by adjournment from day to day till the 18th 
April 1837. 

The delegates from the several congregations having met in St. Andrew's church, at 
10 o'clock, A. M., as previously arranged, proceeded to elect a chairman, when John Steele, 
esq., delegate from Colborne, was unanimously called to the chair. 

The chairman then called upon the Rev. Thomas 'Alexander, who opened the meeting by 
prayer. 

The attention of the meeting was then called by the chairman to the choice of a 
secretary, when H. Scobie, esq., delegate from West Gwillimbury, was appointed. 

The following delegates came forward and presented their credentials, which were 
sustained. 

Messrs. John Steele, Colborne; Andrew Jeffrey, Cobourg; John Taylor, Grafton; T. 
A. Harper, Kingston; W. S. lWDonald, Gananoque; John Turnbull, Belleville; John A. 
M'Pherson, Hallowell; Alexander Morris, Brockville; James Pringle, Cornwall; John 
M'Lennan, Lancaster; Alexander M'Martin, "Vms. Town and Martins Town; John 
Quarry, Dundas, Ancaster and Flamboro; 1. Bell, St. Catharine's and Thorold; D. 
M'Laren, King; Alexander Grant, Cavan; James Hall, Peterboro; Hugh Scobie, West 
Gwillimbury; Dr. Walter Telfer, Toronto; A. Barker, Scarboro; Alexander Wood, Zorra; 
C. C. Ferrie, M. P. P. Hamilton; William Clarke, Niagara; Kenneth M'Kenzie, Smith's 
Falls; Robert Fairbairn, Darlington; James Wilson, Galt; David Brodie, Percy. 

Communications were received from the following congregations in Upper and Lower 
Canada, expressing their anxious desire to co-operate with this assembly, in such measures 
as might be considered necessary? to .att.ain the object for which the assembly had been 
called together. These congregations III Upper Canada, are, By town, Esquesing, I .. ochiel, 
Streets ville, Guelph, Lanark. 

In Lower Canada, St. Andrew's Church, Montreal; St. Paul's Church, Montreal; 
Beauharnois, Huntingdon; Dundee. 

The following resolutions were adopted. 

1. Resolved, that pri.or to the Act of Uni~n between the kingdoms of Scotland and Eng­
l~nd, there were estabhshed by Acts of ParlIament. of t~e separate ki.ngdoms, within each 
kmgdom, Protestant churches, known by the designatlOn of the Established Church of 
Scotland aI:d the Established Church of Engla~d, which churches were confirmed by the 
Act of Ul1l,~n, as they th.en stood by: law est8:b~lshed, and which Act provides, that there 
shall be a con:mUI1lCatlO?- of a~l nghts;, pnvilege~, and advantages which do or may be­
long to the subjects of eIther kmgdom, anel whICh is thereby declared to be a funda­
mental and an unalterable part of the Act of Union. 

2. Itesolved, that under and by virtue of the Act of Union the adherents to the Church 
o.f Scotla~~ in any British colony, are entitl~d to a communi~ation of all civil and religious 
nghts, prIVIleges. and advantages, equally wIth the adherents of the Church of England. 

3. ResolVEd, 
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:~. Resolved, that the fundal~ental rrinciples of the Act of Union are not liable to be 
legislated upon by the Impenal ParlIament of Great Britain, which owes its existence to 
that Act, :'1n~ any ,enact,men~ of the Imperial Parliament, opposed to any of these funda­
mental prmclples, IS a vIOlatIOn of the Act of Union. 

4. Resolved, that the Act ofthe Imperial Parliament, 31 Geo. 3 c. 31 is a direct violation 
of the A~t of U nio~, in so far as it ~irects the establishment and ~ndow~ent of parsonages 
or !ectones, accordll~g,to the establIshment of the Chur?h ?f England, and the presentation 
of mcumbents or minIsters of that church thereto, wIthm Canada· who "shall hold the 
same and aU ,rights, profits, and emoluments, thereunto belonging, ~r granted, as fully and 
amply, and 111 the same manner and on the same terms and conditions and liable to th~ 
performances of the same duties, as the incumbent of a parsonage or rect~ry in England." 

5. Resolved, ,th~t th: late ,Lieut,-goyernor Sir John Colborne did unwisely erect and 
endow 57 rectorIes 111 tlus prOVll1ce, by VIrtue of the Act of Parliament above referred to 
which, in ,d:ference to public opinion, had never before in that respect been acted upon: 
thereby glVlng the clergymen of the Church of England spiritual jurisdiction, not only 
over the members of the Church of Scotland, but also over those of other denominations 
which has tended more than any oth~r Act to ~iI~inish the, estin:ation of a large majorit~ 
of t~e people of Canada, of the eqUIty and wIsdom of HIs Majesty's Government in this 
provll1ce. 

6. Resolved, that by the Act above referred to, the establishment and endowment of 
rectories can only be made by the Lieut,-governor in council, from'lands set apart and 
known by the name of the Clergy Reserves, when His Majesty authorizes the Lieut.­
governor to that effect; and that His M~1jesty having referred the disputes which had 
arisen in the colony respecting these reserves, to the local legislature, for settlement, we are 
unwilling to admit, that His Majesty would have given instructions to Sir John Colborne 
to establish and endow rectories, while the adjustment of these disputes was in progress 
before the legislature, and we therefore consider the establishment and endowment of those 
rectories to have been not only a further violation of the Act of Union, but also at variance 
with His Majesty's instructions, to submit the matter to the local legislature. 

7, Resolved, that in terms of the Act of Union, the status of the Church of Scotland, in a 
British colony, is co-ordinate with that of the Church of England, and all sessions, presby­
teries, and synods, which are in connexion with the Church of Scotland in terms of the 
Act of the General Assembly of that church, passed in 1833, should be constituted bodies 
corporate, to the effect of holding lands, buildings, and other property for ecclesiastical and 
educational purposes, and that effect should be given to their judgments and proceedings, 
in matters spiritual, in the same manner as is done in Scotland. 

8. Resolved, that with the view of effectually removing the disabilities under which we 
labour, we address His Majesty and the Imperial Parliament of Great Britain, in terms of 
the foregoing resolutions, praying that a declaratory Act of the Imperial Parliament may be 
passed, to remove all our disabilities, and to restore us to that position, to which by the 
Act of Union we are entitled, and to limit the power and authority of the Churches of 
Scotland and England, in this colony, to the members of their own congregations. 

9. Resolved, that all members of our church throughout Canada should resist, by every 
constitutional means, all attempts to encroach on our l'lghts, and should rest only when 110 
disability shall remain to be removed, and when the provisions of the Act of Union, in 
reference to the Church of Scotland, shall be fully complied with. 

10. Resolved, that a select committee be appointed to draft an address to the King, and 
petitions to both Houses of the Imperial Parliament, based on the foregoing resolutions, and 
that Messrs. Harper, Turnbull, Clarke, Ferrie, ]\,1 'Lennan, Telfer, and Barker, do' compose 
that committee. 

11. Resolved, that we consider it essentially necessary to appoint a competent person to 
proceed with the address and petitions, t<;> Great B~itain; and having entire c?nfid~nce in the 
w!sdom and integrity of the, Hon. W Ilham Morn~, <;>f Perth, we ~o appomt hun to th,at 
hIghly important trust, and dIrect the secretary to mtu~1ate the appomtment to Mr, Morns, 
and to request in the name of this assembly, that he WIll be pleased to accept of the same. 

12. Resolved, that the several delegates on their arrival among their respective congrega­
tions, shall cause a subscription list to be opened, in each congregation, to defray the expense 
of the agents to England, and that the funds so collected be transmitted to Francis A. 
Harper, Esq., Kingston, and subject to the order of the agents. 

13. Resolved, that the thanks of the delegates are hereby tendered to tht' inhabitants of 
Cobourg and Kingston, for their manly and spirited exertions on behalf of Scotchmen and 
presbyterians in this province. 

14. Resolved? that 500 copies of the proc:e,dings of this ,meeting shall be prin~ed at the 
office of the NIagara Reporte~, and that 'YIl~Jam Clarke, Esq., ~elegate fro~n Niagara, be 
respectfully requested to supermtend ,thE" prmtmg, and to trrl:nsmlt a, prOp?ItlOna~e number 
to each delegate, as also to congregatIOns who have commumcated wlth tius meetmg. 

15. Resolved, that with the view of procuring every possible information respecting the 
state of our church, we solicit all members in c0l111exiol1 with us, throughout the two Pro_ 
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. t t 't a "tatenl o nt of such local facts as they mav be possessed of, with as little vmces, 0 ransmi - ~ ..' J • R W 1)' 1 . 
d I 'bI to the stand in'" commISSIOn of synod, of whICh the ev. . \1I1tou IS e ay as POSSI e, b ., f d d '1 f 

d that we respectfully request that the commISSIOn 0 syno 0 compi e rom 
convener, an . h' h' kId' e'n 1 the fact" thus communicated, and any others that may come ~It III t elr n~w.e ge, g era 
instructions for our agent, and that the secretary do transmIt to ~he commisSIOn of synod 
the whole of our proceedings, to be kept among the records of theIr court. 

16. Resolved, that we, the delegates now assembled, having performed the duties for which 
we were appointed, do now dissol".e ourselv~s, . and that. we recom~nend t? ~ll our bret~ren, 
who may have formed themselves mto aSSOCIatIOns, to dIssolve then' aSSOCiatIOns forthwIth. 

(signed) John Steele, Chairman. 
Hugh Scobie, Secretary. 

To the King's Most ExceUentMajesty. 

May it please Your Majesty, . 
"Ve, Your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects? delegat~s appointed to meet at 

Cobourg, by the presbyterian congregations in Canada, 111 conne.X!OI~ wI~h the Established 
Church of Scotland, to consider what measures at the present CflSI~ It mIght be most expe­
dient to adopt, in order to remove the spiritual disabilities under whIch we labour, beg leave, 
in the name of the whole members of our church in Canada, most humbly to approach Your 
Majesty, and to express our sincere attachment and loyalty to Your Majesty's Royal person 
and Government. 

"VVe beg leave most humbly to represent to your Majesty, that the ch~rches of Scotland 
and England were established by Acts of the Parliame.nt ~f the sepa~'ate km?;d?ms, and were 
confirmed by the Act of Union, whereby a " commumcatlOn of all fights, pnvileges and ad­
vantages," is secured to the subjects of either kingdom, and therefore the status of the two 
churches, so established, is co-ordinate in the British colonies. 

With the utmost deference, we humbly state to your M.ajesty, that t.he fundamental prin­
ciples of the Act of Union, which were guaranteed to us WIth so much Jealo~sy by our ~ol'e­
fathers in perilous times, and which every true Scotchman must always consIder as a birth­
right not to be infringed upon, cannot ?e in a~y w~y. aff~cted by anA~t of, th~ I!11perial 
Parliament of Great Britain, without domg mamfest InjUstICe to your Majesty s dutIful and 
loyal Scottish subjects. 

The Act of the Imperial Parliament, 31 Geo. 3, c. 31, appears to your Majesty's peti­
tioners, to be an infringement upon their rights, in so far as it provides for the establishment 
and endowment of rectories in Canada, and the presentation of incumbents or ministers vf 
the Church of England thereto, with the powers thereby conferred on them; and the recent 
establishment and endowment of 57 rectories in this province, is a further infringement upon 
their rights, in respect that these incumbents or ministers are invested with spiritual jurisdic­
tion, not only over your Majesty's dutiful and loyal subjects of the sister church, but also 
over all denominations of christians within the bounds of their separate rectories. 

Your Majesty's petitioners anxiously hoped, that the authority which your Majesty was 
graciously pleased to transmit to Sir John Colborne, your late representative in this province, 
to refer the settlement of the disputes which had arisen in the colony respecting the Clergy 
Reserves to the local Parliament, would have prevented your Majesty's late representative 
from establishing and endowing the rectories above alluded to, and your petitioners are un­
willing to assume, that your Majesty would have instr!lcted your late representative at that 
time to establish those rectories, and we most humbly assure your Majesty, that that act 
has tended more than any other circumstance to diminish the estimation of a large majority 
?fY0.'lf Majesty's loyal subject;;, of the equity and wisdom of your Majesty's Government 
111 thIS provmce. 

Your petitioners, therefore, in thus approaching your Majesty, most humbly pray, that 
your Majesty may be graciously pleased to listen to our complaints, and to take them into 
your royal consideration, and to adopt such measures, in terms of the Act of the General 
A8~embly of the Chur~h of Scotland, passed in 1833, as ,,:ill constitute all sessions, presby­
terres, and synods, whIch now are, or hereafter may be In connexion with the Church of 
Scotland, in Can~da, into. bo.dies corporate, ~o the effect of holding lands, buildings, and 
?ther property, for ec~leslastIcal and e~uc~tIOnal purposes, and as will give effect to the 
Judgme~ts and proceedmgs of our ecclesIastICal courts 111 matters spiritual, in the same man­
ner as IS done 111 Scotland; and also such measures as will effectually remove the disabi­
lities of w~ich we compla~n~ and place us on that footing, to which"by the Act of Union 
we are entitled, but restrammS" both the powe~'s of 0.ur .clergy, and also those of the sister 
Church, to the members of theIr own congregatlOns, wlthm this province. 

And as in duty bound, your petitioners will ever pray, &c. 

(Signed by all the delegates as representing their respective congregations.) 
Dated at Cobourg, this 17th day of April 1837. 
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No. 13. No. 13. 

S
· D . J. Stephen, Esq. to 
11', owmng-street, 21 July 1837. W. Morris, Esq. 

I d· t d b L d GIl' . 21 July 1837. AM Hec e. y or en: g t? transmIt to you the accompanymg copy of 
.the answer wInch, by Her Majesty s commands, Lord GlenelO' has transmitted 
to the petition to his late Majesty, of which you were the beare~. ~ 

I have, &c. 

W. Morris, Esq. (signed) J. Stephen. 

No. 14. 

Sir, . Downing-street, 21 July 1837. 

. I. TRANSMIT for your information the enclosed copy of a petition to his late 
MaJe.sty from the delegates of the Presbyterian congregations in Canada, 
.apPolllted to meet at Cobourg, which was placed in my hands by Mr. Morris, 
.who is acting in this country as the agent for the petitioners. I also enclose 
copies of two letters addressed to me by Mr. Morris on the 13th and 17th 
instant. . 

I have laid this petition before the Queen, and have received Her Majesty's 
commands to instruct you to convey to the petitioners the assurance that Her 
Majesty's Royal prerogative will invariably be exerted in maintaining in Upper 
·Canada those rights with which the Churches of England and of Scotland are 
invested by law within the province. It is the earnest desire of The Queen that 
the various communities of Christians existing in that part of Her Majesty's 
dominions may unite together, in the spirit of mutual toleration and goodwill, in 
the diffusion of the knowledge and the principles of Christianity. 

Hel' Majesty is persuaded that it would be superfluous to lay on you Her 
injunctions to afford your utmost support and countenance towards the com­
pletion, of an <;>bjectthe most important of any to which your well-proved zeal 
for the public good could be directed. 

'With l'eference to the remarks which Mr. Morris has made respecting the 
unequal share which the Scots Church has hitherto received of the assistance of 
the Crown, you will acquaint the petitioners that the arrangements which have 
been made for the settlement of the wild lands in Upper Canada will hereafter 
:tender it impossible for Her Majesty's Government to redress that complaint, 
but that Her Majesty will gladly concur in any measure which the Legislative 
Council and Assembly may recommend, for affording to the Church of Scotland 
in the province the means of advancing the great work of religious instruction. 

. The design which Mr. Morris conceives to be entertained, of excluding the 
ministers and members of the Scots Church from a voice in the council of King's 
'College, will, I am convin~ed, not be adopted. by you; o?- the cont:ary, y~u 
. will, I 'am persuaded, exerCIse the patronage wInch the law has ve.ste~ .m you. m 
that respect, in such a manner as effe?tually to remov~ any nusg1Vmgs WIth 
,which the petitioners may have been affected on that subject. 

I have, &c. 

Sir F. B. Head, &c. &c. &c. (signed) Glenelg. 
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W. l\iorris, E5Q. to 
Lord Glenelg, 
26 June 18j7. 

CANADA :-PAPERS RELATING TO THE 

No. 15. 

My Lord, 66J Jermyn-street, 26 June 1837. 
W HEN I had the honour of conversing with your Lordship, on the 22d instant, 

I remarked, generally, that if the members of the Churches of England and 
Scotland in Canada would lay aside all jealousy, and go hand in hand together 
as brethren professing the same faith, they need not fear the efforts of their 
enemies. It has since occurred to me, that your Lordship might suppose that 
I alluded in particular to their conflicting claims to a share of the Clergy 
Reserves; and as I am unwilling to be misunderstood on that point, I take the 
liberty of explaining what my views are regarding that very fruitful source of 
discontent. 

Believing that the two national Churches are alone legally entitled to enjoy 
the advantages to be derived from the Clergy Lands reservation, and considering 
that it is the duty of the government of 't~very Christian country to provide in 
some way or other for the spiritual wants of the people, I am of opinion that it 
would be an act of great injustice to the subjects of both kingdoms if these lands 
were applied to any other purpose than the support of religion. 

But when I say this, I am free to admit that there are thousands of the 
inhabitants of Upper Canada, who though not members of either of the establish­
ments, and therefore not by law entitled to enjoy a portion of these lands, 
(as the Methodists, for instance,) are nevertheless a loyal and deserving class of 
Her Majesty's subjects, and equally in need of some assistance to support their 
religious teachers. To those, I think a part of the lands should be given; and 
although many of the persons I allude to entertain a belief that the enjoyment 
of church property bestowed by Government is calculated to form such a con­
nexion as might endanger the interests of religion, yet I have generally found 
that this objection was removed by recommending that the lands should be held 
in trust, for the use of the respective congregations, by a lay Board, and that 
the clergy should have nothing do with the management thereof. 

In this way also would all connexion between the Government and the clergy 
be prevented, so that the temporal and spiritual affairs of the Churches would be 
kept distinct, and the ministers be permitted to attend to the duties of their holy 
calling, free from the distracting cares of worldly concerns. 

With these sentiments, I could desire to see the Imperial Parliament pass an 
Act confirming the Church of England in the possession of one-third part of the 
whole of the Clergy Reserves in Canada; another third to the Church of Scot­
land, to be held in trust by a lay Board of members of that Church, and by 
them transferred to lay trustees in the several congregations, for the support and 
maintenance of the clergy for ever. 

The other third part, or residue, to be re-invested in Her Majesty, for the 
support of such other denominations of Christians as Her Majesty's Government 
might feel disposed to protect and assist. 

I am inclined to believe that this plan would meet with more general appro­
bation than any that has yet been suggested, and be the means of harmonising 
the public mind, so long kept in a state of feverish excitement by the Yarious, 
and in some instances unreasonable, schemes which have been put forth for the 
settlement of the question. 

I do not hope that the Colonial Legislature will ever settle these disputes; 
and therefore the sooner an Imperial enactment is made, the better will it be 
for the interests of the colonists, as well as the satisfaction of Her Majesty's 
Government. 

May I be permitted to draw your Lordship's attention to my application, on 
the 5th instant, for a copy of the letters sent from your Lordship's office to 
Doctors Macfarlan and Black. 

The Right Han. Lord Glenelg, 
&c. &c. &c. 

I haveJ &c. 
(signed) W. Morris, 

Agent for the Scots Churches in Canada. 
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No. 16. N b-S. O. I • 
Ir, . . Downing-street, 6 July 1837. Sir G. G~ey to 

I AM dIrected by Lord Glenelg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of W. Morns, E~q. 
the 26th ultimo, in which.yo~ su~gest the expediency of proposing to Parliament 6 July 1837. 
to pass an Act for the dIstrIbutIOn of the proceeds of the Clergy Reserves in 
Upper Canada. 

In answe:, I ~m directed to acquaint you that, as this subject has been referred 
by Her Majesty s Government for the consideration of the Provincial Lecislature 
in pursuance of the ,statute 31. Geo. 3, c. 31, s. 41, which authorizes th~t Legis~ 
lature to take cogmzance ?f It, and to ~eter~ine to what usage the Clergy 
Reserves shall be approprIated, Her Majesty s Government do not consider 
themselves justified in withdrawing the question from the consideration of that 
body, and in recommending to Parliament to assume the decision of it, unless 
the Provincial Legislature should itself invoke the interference of Parliament for 
the adjustment of this controversy. 

Lord Glenelg is the more confirmed in this opinion, as it appears that, during 
the last session, the question was entertained by the Assembly; and although 
no Act was passed on the subject, neither of the Houses of Legislature has 
intimated to Her Majesty's Government any distrust of their own ability to bring 
the matter to a satisfactory adjustment. 

With reference to your request to be furnished with copies of the letters to 
Doctors Macfarlan and Black, I am directed to express to you Lord Glenelg's 
regret that he cannot, consistently with the established practice of this depart­
ment, place copies of those letters at your disposal, but you will be at liberty to 
peruse them in this office, should you desire to do so. 

I have, &c. 
W. Morris, Esq. (signed) Geo. Oreg. 

No. 17. 

My Lord, 66, Jermyn-street, St. James's, 13 July 1837. 
SIR GEORGE GREY has favoured me with your Lordship's sentiments respect­

ing the Act to amend the charter of King's College, and although I entirely 
concur in the principle that when an Act passes the Legislature, Her Majesty's 
Government should regard it as expressing the wishes of a majority of the 
people of the Province, yet when I know that the Act in question passed the 
lower House, without being sufficiently understood by many of the members, 
and when it is a matter of notoriety that the Legislative Council declined to 
make a single amendment to it, as recommended by the select committee of 
that body, fearful that the Bill would never return to them, your Lordship will 
not wonder that I do not consider it as expressive of the voice of more than a 
small minority of the inhabitants. 

I am happy to learn, however, that your Lordship will direct Sir F. Head to 
convey to the council of King's College the strong recommendation of Her 
Majesty's Government that a theological professorship should be forthwith pro­
vided for the Church of Scotland. 

I am now to acknowledge another letter from Sir George Grey, of the 6th 
instant, in answer to mine of the 26th ultimo, informing me that Her Majesty's 
Government do not consider it proper to withdraw the question respecting the 
Clergy Reserves fr.om the consideration of . the C~lonial Legislature, unless it 
should invoke the mterference of the ImperIal ParlIament. 

I thank your Lordship for the opportunity of perusing the opinion. of Her 
Majesty's law officers of the Crown, as to the legalIty of the recent establishment 
and endowment of rectories in Upper Canada, and also of the despatch to Sir 
F. Head, of the 6th instant, communicating that opinion; and it is my duty to 
assure your Lordship, that the class of inhabitants whose agent I am cannot 
but be satisfied with the prompt proceeding of Her Majesty's Government 
thereon; and they will no doubt receive from his Excellency, as an answer to 
their petition, the communication which your Lordship has instructed him to 
make to them. And may I ask your Lordship if I am to regard the opportunity 
of reading these documents as Her Majesty's reply to the petition, which I had 
the honour of presenting through your Lordship, on the 7th of last ~onth .. 
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Notwithstanding the opinion of the law officers of the Crown, in 1819, in 
favour of the claim of the, Church of Scotl1}fld to a share of the proceeds of the 
Clergy Reserves in both the Canadas, and also the :promise of Lord Bathurst, in 
the year 1825 the recommendation of the CommIttee of the House of Com­
mons in 1828 and the message of Sir John Colborne to the Colo,nial Parliament, 
of th~ 25th Ja~uary 1832, in favour of the claim, not one farthing of the funds 
arising from the sale of these lands has ever . bee~ ~aid t? the ministers of the 
Scots Church in that country; at the same tIme, It IS satIsfactory to know that, 
by your Lordship's late order in favour of the clergy in Lower Canada,. the 
principle for which we have long conte~de~ wou~d seem ~o be fully recogmzed, 
and therefore it is to be hoped that JustIce WIll speedlly be awarded to the 
ministers of the Scots Church in both Provinces. 

The Scots inhabitants of Canada consider it wrong that,with the authorities 
I have mentioned in favour of their claim, and with His late most gracious 
Majesty's declaration that the lands were set apart as a provision for the 
support of the clergy of the .Church of Scotland, as well as of the Church of 
England, that the management of the lands should be entrusted to a Board, 
composed exclusively of ministers of the Church of England, even if the creation 
of such a body were legal in the eye of the law: and also, that the proceedings 
of the Colonial Government should appear to be at direct variance with the 
policy of Her Majesty's Ministers, as expressed in the documents referred to; 
for it is.a well~known fact, that the officers of the Provincial Government have 
invariably denied and resisted the claims of the Scots Church. . 

With very few exceptions, the Scots inhabitants have met with the most dis­
couraging obstacles to their application for grants of land for their several 
churches; and when they see the facility with which the sister Church is pro ... 
vided for, they cannot but feel that a mark of inferiority has long been attempted 
to be placed on them. But as I am unwilling to trespass too long on your 
Lordship's time, I will only mention what has been done in that way at the seat 
of government; and I am persuaded your Lordship will allow, that the Scots­
men of that Province would be alike unworthy of their country and their church, 
did they rest satisfied with the glaring distinction which has been, practised to 
their prejudice by the local authorities. ' 

The Epjscopal congregation at Toronto received from Government several 
most valuable grants of land, besides a donation of 1,000 l. to build their church; 
the latter ""vas inconsideration of accommodation furnished to the troops. 

The Roman-catholic congregation received a grant ofa large piece of ground 
on the east side of the town, where the church stands, a valuable building lot in 
the centre of the town; . and recently, another in the Garrison Reserve. 

The Scots congregation, in connexion with the Church of Scotland, built a 
commodious brick church without public aid, although they set apart a hand­
some pew for the convenience of the Lieutenant-governor, should he see fit to 
attend that church, and have always furnished accommodation for,the troops; 
yet up to the time when I left Toronto, the congregation had never received' 
a foot .of l~nd from the ~Go~ernment, and the trustees informed me that they 
had faIled mevery applIcatIOn they made for that purpose. . 

I would next mention the apparent design to exclude the ministers and mem­
bers of the Scots .Church. from a. voice .in the council of King's College; for 
although the ;recent Act is well calculated to. carry that object to the utmost 
ex~ent, y;et there is a1?ow~r vested in theperBon administering the government 
whICh mIght be exerclsed m a \vay that would remove this ground of complaint; 
but I ref?ret to say that this branch of the Lieutenant-governor's patronage or 
prero.g~tlVe has extended to the members of the Church of England only. 

If It IS true, that by virtue of the treaty of union between the kingdoms of 
England and ~cotland,. t?e clergy of the latter ar~ entitled to enjoy in a British 
?~lony equal rlghts,pnVlleg~s, ~nd advantages WIth the clergy of the former, it. 
IS surelrwrong and u~cons!ItutIO:I~al that there ~hould exist a provincial statute 
to d~p'l"l~e the:m o~ ~helr natIOnalnght of solemmzing matrimony; and that this 
hUIDIliatmg disability should be brought forward by the provincial authorities 
as an argument to prov~~hat the .Church of Scotland has no right to share in 
!he benefits of the proVl~lOn .. ma~e .by law fpr the support of a Protestant clergy 
III Upper Canada,notwIthsLand1ng the repeated assurances of Her Majesty's 
Government to the contrary. . 

In'conclusion, may I request that your Lordship Will have the goodness to 
give 
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give. su?h instructions to the Governors of Canada, touching these grounds of 
complamt, as may, in your Lordship's wisdom, be requisite for restoring peace 
and contentment to all classes of the people. 

The Right Hon. Lord Glenelg, 
&c. &c. &c. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) W. Morris, 

. Agent for the Scots Churches in Canada. 

- No. IS. -

My Lord, 74, Jermyn-street, 5 August 1837. 
I DEEM it my duty to inform you, that in conjunction with the Rev. John 

Machar, I was appointed by the Synod of the Presbyterian Church of Canada 
in connexion with the Established Church of Scotland, to co-operate with th~ 
Hon. William Morris, in endeavouring to obtain a redress of those grievances 
under which our Church has long laboured, and has often complained to the 
parent Government,-grievances which deeply affect her moral influence in 
these Provinces, and are insulting to the feelings of her members, who form a 
very large and influential. class of the colonists. 

I was more particularly instructed by my co-presbyters in Lower Canada to 
press upon the attention of Her Majesty's Government-

First. The lamentable state of elementary education within that Province, and 
inquire whether a small Government grant might not be permanently appro­
priated to the support of schools. conducted on the same principles as the 
parochial schools in Scotland, in which a cheap common and classical education 
might be given. 

Second. That there is no provision whatever for the higher departments of 
literary and scientific education, and that, in point of fact, such education 
cannot now be obtained in the Province. There are indeed various well-endowed 
colleges, in connexion with the Romish Church; colleges, however, not really 
useful or available to the Protestant youth of the Province. There is, it is true, 
the likelihood of M'Gill College, Montreal, going speedily into operation; but it 
cannot be useful or successful to that extent desirable and necessary, unless a 
Government grant be obtained, in addition to the bequest of the testator. 
Besides, in a memorial to your Lordship, dated Montreal, 1st November 1836, 
from one ofthe.trustees to the will of the late Hon. James M'Gill, it is stated, 
that one of the conditions of ·the bequest is, that "the Government contribute 
towards erecting buildings, and endo"'ing the proposed university or college," 
which, if not complied with, the legacy will revert to the residuary legatee, and 
thus an essential benefit will be for ever lost to the Province. Independently 
of its being a paramount duty of every state to provide liberally the means of 
sound education, and also of the local advantages that would result from it, a 
well-endowed college, that would meet the wants and the wishes of the great 
proportion of the people, would be of such political utility as demands the 
immediate attention of Her Majesty's Government. As the case now stands, 
the youth of the Province are obliged to resort to the neighbouring states for 
that education which they cannot obtain in their own country. The ultimate 
effects of an extremity of this nature must be unfavourable to the existence of that 
connexion which subsists between these colonies and the parent country. Besides 
the risk of an infusion of opinions opposed to the continuance of this union, into 
the minds of those who will soon exercise a great influence in these Provinces, 
it leaves the colonists much room for envying the advantages of their neigh­
bours, and for discontent with their own condition. 

Third. In connexion with this subject, I was further instructed to urge 
the propriety of its being made a positive condition, on the part of Her 
Majesty's Government, that, in lieu of the advantages conferred by the parent 
state on colonial universities, and more especially on King's College; Toronto, 
and M'Gill College, Montreal, these institutions be established on a such a liberal 
foundation as to be made available to Her Majesty's subjects in the Canadas, of 
every denomination. That the chief qualifications required in the persons 
appointed to fill the chairs not expressly connected with theology !Shall be, 
superior eminence in the knowledge of those branches of education he is 
required to teach, and a simple declaration of his belief in the Holy Scriptures. 
That in each of these universities two theological faculties shall be established, 
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one of the Church of England, and another of the Church of Scotland. That 
the appointment of professors to fill the chairs of the last of these faculties shall 
be vested in the Synod, subject to the approval of the Crown, and that the 
internal management of this faculty, in so far as re~pec~s the terms, the course, 
and the subjects of study, shall also be under the drrectIOn of the Synod. 

Fourth. To solicit a charter, or Act of incorporation, giving the power of 
corporate bodies to the Synods and Presbyteries established, or that hereafter 
may be established in connexion with the Church of Scotland; a measure 
essentially necessary to the due control of the Church Courts over the indi­
vidual clergy, and the efficiency of the Church to promote the interests of the 
colony, both spiritual and secular. 

Fifth. The influence of the parent Government in obtaining relief from those 
disabilities unjustly imposed upon our Church, a co-ordinate establishment with 
the Church of England, and the insulting allusions to which, by men in high official 
situations, have tended much to weaken the affections of the people, and if con­
tinued will detach them altogether from the Government. I particularly allude 
to the restraints by provincial enactments regarding marriages by ministers of 
the Established Church of Scotland; and the disability of anyone congregation 
to hold more than five. acres of land for ecclesiastical. purposes; and the gross 
partiality that has continually been shown to the Church of England above the 
Church of Scotland, which has every claim on the protection and favour of the 
Government which can be urged by the Church of England. 

Sixth. That the claims of the Church of Scotland to a share of the Clergy 
Reserves, proportioned to the number of her members in these colonies, already 
graciously recognized by Her Majesty's Government, shall be finally established 
by an Act of the Imperial Legislature, founded on, some just principle of 
division, and thus a termination put to disputes which will be most injurious to 
the peace and prosperity of the colony if prolonged. 

Seventh. That in all future Acts and charters for the regulation of the colo­
nies, provision be made for the spiritual rights and interests of the members of 
the Church of Scotland, on the same principles, and on the same proportional 
extent as for those of the Church of England. 

A correspondence having been entered into on some of these subjects by the 
Very Rev. Principal Macfarlan, and the Hon. the Under-Secretary for the 
Colonies, I was referred, by the Rev. Principal, to Sir George Grey, but being out 
of town, he could make no early appointment for receiving me; and I being 
under the necessity of returning shortly to Scotland, I have been bold to trouble 
you Lordship with this matter; and I wait to know whether it be your Lord­
ship's pleasure to honour me with an audience, when I will endeavour to explain 
the views of my co-presbyters, and of their congregations, more fully on these 
subjects, which I believe, in general, are in harmony with a great proportion of 
the colonists of every denomination. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) Alexander Mathieson, 

Minister of St. Andrew's Church, Montreal, 

To the Right Hon. Lord Glenelg. 
Presbytery of Quebec. 

No. 19. - No. 19. -
J. Stephen, Esq. to 
the TIev.A.Mathie- T Sir, . Downing-street, 7 August 1837. 
son, 7 August 1837. .1 ~M dIrected by L?rd Glenelg to acknowledge your letter of the 5th instant; 

and I~ reply I a~ to mform y.ou, that Lord Glenelg has already entered into a 
full dISCUSSIon WIth Mr. Morns upon the claims and interests of the Church of 
Scotland, in Upper Canada; and, as that gentleman is stated to have been asso­
~iated wi~h you i~ the deputa~ion to this count:y, you will readily perceive the 
mconvemence WhICh must be mcurred by openmg again discussions which have 
so recently been brought to a close by your colleague. As a preliminary to any 
correspondence on the subject of your mission, Lord Glenelg would therefore 
suggest to you the propriety of informing yourself of what has already passed 
between thIS department and Mr. Morris. 

I have, &c. 

Rev. A. Mathieson. 
(signed) Jas. Stephen. 
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-No. 20.-

Sir, 74, Jermyn-street, 9 August 1837. No. 20. 
I HAVE to ackno"\yledge the honour of your letter of the 7th inst., informing Rev. A. Mathieson 

me that Lord Glenelg has already entered into a full discussion with Mr. Morris to J. Stephen, Esq. 
upo~ the c~aims an~ intere~ts of the Church of Scotland in Upper Canada, 9 August 1837. 
sta~mg the mconvemence WhICh must be incurred by opening again discussions 
WhICh have been recently brought to a close; and as a preliminary to any cor-
respondence on the subject, suggesting the propriety of my informing myself 
of what has already passed between the Colonial Department and Mr. Morris. 

I beg respectfully: to state, that previous to Mr. Morris's departure for 
Canada, he commumcated to me verbally a geneml outline of what had been 
done in the affairs of his mission. 

In soliciting an audience of my Lord Glenelg, it was not my intention to renew 
a subject on which Her Majesty's Ministers for the Colonies had already 
be~towed such patient consideration, further than perhaps reiterating the pro":' 
priety of the parent Government settling the long-agitated question ofthe Clergy 
Reserves, on some equitable principle of division, that would give general satis­
faction to the colonists, instead of leaving the matter open to the discussion of 
the Provincial Parliaments, without any distinct definitions of the provisions of 
the original Act as a guide to their deliberations. The dangerous consequences 
of referring the question to the Colonial Legislature jn its present shape, must 

. be sufficiently apparent in the intemperate disputes in the House of Assembly, 
Upper Canada, on the 9th February last, and the subsequent excitement of the 
people throughout the whole Province. 

On this subject also I might have considered it my duty to have given my 
testimony in corroboration of that of Mr. Morris, that in so far as my know­
ledge extends of the state of public opinion in the Provinces of Upper and 
Lower Canada, the scheme of division suggested by Mr. Morris would be gene­
rally acceptable to the bulk of the colonists; viz. that two-thirds of the Clergy 
Reserves, or of the proceeds thereof, be divided between the Established 
Churches of England and Scotland, according to the number of members. of 
the respective Churches in these colonies, and that the remaining one-third 
be surrendered to the Crown, to be disposed of amongst those denominations 
who may be thought entitled to the support of the state, after having given a 
declaration of their religious tenets, and a guarantee that they will maintain and 
publish the same. On any other principle I do not see how any part of a pro­
vision made by the state for ecclesiastical purposes can constitutionally be 
appropriated to any denomination, other than those whose standards have been 
" judged agreeable to the Word of God," and" ratified by law." 

Although it might be deemed imprudent to touch on any subject so delicate 
as one that has already obtained the sanction of the Provincial Legislature, I 
would have considered it my duty to have remonstrated against advising the 
sanction of the Crown to be given to the King's College University Bill, until 
such a scheme of operation be determined upon by the College Council, as 
many of the legislators (as I am well informed) who acceded to the passing of 

. the Bill were led to believe would be adopted. It may be unbecoming to make 
any remark on the act of the Lieutenant-governor which filled up the vacancies 
in the College Council exclusively from members of the Church of England, 
although some members of the co-ordinate Church of Scotland might have been 
found equally well qualified to hold a place at that Board a measure, to say the 

. least of it little oalculated to soothe feelings that have been of late so much 
irritated. 'But the outline of the plan for carrying into operation that institu­
tion which was submitted by the venerable Archdeacon Strahan for the appro­
bation of the College Council, is so objectionable in its details, as ought to make 
Her Majesty's advisers pause before they would recommend the final sanction 
of a Bill that will be far from meeting the wishes of the colonists, until some 
more liberal scheme of operation be proposed and adopted. The plan sub­
mitted by the archdeacon treats with such contumelious silence at c~ce the 
recommendations of the parent Government, and the often expressed wIshes of 
the colonists, that if it be adopted, I will not hesitate to affirm that it will be 
the cause of renewed strifes and dissensions, most inimical to the peace and 
prosperity of the country. The provin?ial newsp~per~ have .alrea~y ~iven 
ominous warning of this result, and nothmg but blmd mfatuatIOn wIll Impel 
the prosecution of a plan that will be ultimately ruinous to the cause it is 
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desirned to promote. If two theological faculties, one in connexion with the 
Chu~ch of England, and the other with· tl1.e,Church of Sco~land, havin~ an .in­
dependent internal management, be erected on the foundatIOn of the UnIVerSIty, 
as recommended by Government; and if the classical and philosophical depart­
ments be left open to those who, believingi in the authenticity and inspiration 
of the Holy Scriptures, are best qualified in the different branches of literature 
and science required to be taught, I am persuaded that it would conduce more 
decidedly towards preserving the Church of England entire, and promoting her 
prosperity, than anyother scheme, while it would be more acceptable to the 
great bulk of the colonists themselves. . 

Besides these subjects, in common entrusted to me with Mr. Morris, and 
which, if I understood him aright, he did not follow out to a conclusion, I 
stated, in my letter of the 5th instant to my Lord Glenelg, that I was par­
ticularly instructed by my co-presbyters in the Lower Province to draw the 
attention of Her Majesty's Government to the lamentable condition of ele­
mentary education in that Province, as well as the total destitution that pre,;ails 
of the means of instruction in the higher departments of literature and science. 
The utter inefficiency of every scheme of elementary education that has been 
tried in that Province, and the present destitute condition of the colony in tHis 
respect, the Report of the Royal Commissioners, although it does not enter at 
any length on this important subject, will abundantly show; while to those who 
have seriously considered the probable operation of the Normal School Bill; in 
the present state of the Province, there appears much cause to dread that it will 
only be made an instrument of political influence and intrigue, independently 'of 
its tendency to throw the education of the Protestant youth entirely into the' 
hands of Roman-catholics. 

These considerations induced my co-presbyters to instruct me to advise with 
the colonial department on the means best calculated to remedy an evil' fraught 
with such pernicious consequences to the Province. Their simple object was 
to strengthen their own hands in the prosecution of their plans, by adopting 
such, if possible, as were most in harrilOny with the wishes of the parent 
Government, and thus securing its patronage and protection. If this step, which 
they have deemed it most advisable to follow, be found impracticable, they 
must resort to some other mode of bringing the subject under the consideration 
of the Imperial Legislature, as they can expect no redress on this ,subject from 
the Provincial Parliament as it is at present constituted, and thus perform a 
duty, which in conscience they feel obligated to discharge, ,both as ministers of 
the Gospel of Christ and as faithful subjects of Her Majesty. 

James Stephen, Esq~ 
&c. &c.' &c. 

- No. 21.-

·1 have, &c~ 
(signed) Alex. Mathieson .. 

Sir, Downing street, 15 August 1837. 
1 HAVE received and have laid, before Lord Glenelg your letter of the 9th 

inst. His Lordship directs me to state, that if you will take the trollbleof call­
ing at this office, Mr. M~yer, t~e librari~n, of this ~epa~tment, will lay before 
you for your perusal copIes of hIS LordshIp s commUnICatIOns to Mr. Morris and 
of ~is despatche~ to Sir F~ Head, which were founded upon the petiti;n of 
WhICh Mr. Morns was the bearer. For the reasons stated in those documents' 
Her Majesty's Government have been and are still unable to satisfy the wishe; 
of the petitioners, and of Mr. Morris as their agent: " 

.Lord Glenelg, and his Lordship'S predece~s?rs in office, have invariably enter­
tame~ and expressed t~e most .earn.est solICItude to concur in promoting an 
effectIve system of pubhc educatIOn m the Canadas,of which Christian instruc­
tio~ sh?uld be. no~ merely an es~en tial princip~e but the basis. Every attempt 
WhICh It has hitherto been pOSSIble to make WIth that view has been defeated 
by the impossibility of inducing an agreeme?t amongst the parties more imme~ 
dIa~ely concerned, as to the means by WhICh effect should be given, to that 
deSIgn. Lord Glenelg ~pprehends th~t 'you ~scribe to Her Majesty's Govern­
ment powers for the adJus~me?t. o~ thIS n:ost Important question which they do 
n.ot really possess, . an.d whICh It IS ImpOSSI?le for them to acqui~e. The prin­
CIple so earnestly mSIsted upon, that the mternal affairs of the'Province should 

- be 
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be regulated in such a manner ·as shall be acceptable to the Local Legislature, 
has, as you are, well aware, been franldy admitted by Her Majesty's Government 
to the u~most extent whic~ is compatible with the maintenance of the Royal 
prerogatIve, and of the relatIons between Great Britain and the British Provinces 

. in North America. To reconcile witlt this concession the assumption and exer­
ciseby the Crown of an authority·fol1,establishing a system of public education 
in Upper Canada, appears to Lord Glenelg impossible. His Lordship on many 
other o~casions, as wel~ as on the pr~sent! has seen cause to regret that the 
ExecutIve Government IS held responSIble for the non-performance of duties in 
reference to the Canadian Provinces, of which they have been rendered in­
capable by the recognition of that general principle to which reference has been 
made. '. He. cannot, how~ver~ doubt that the Local Legislature of Upper Canada 
are fully ahve to theobhgatlOn they have assumed of regulating these highest 
int~rests of their constituents, or that they will acquit themselves of that office 
with advantage to all classes of Her Majesty's provincial subjects. On their side, 
Her Majesty's Government, whether as administered in this kingdom or in Upper 
Canada, -will give their aid to the utmost of their power in maturing, suggesting, 
and carrying into execution those plans of public improvement which may coin­
dde· with the views and be sanctioned by the concurrence of the Legislative 
Council and Assembly. Such schemes,. however, can no longer be adopted with­
out the. express assent of those bodies on whom alone it must hereafter depend 
to. provide the funds necessary for the aC'complishment of them . 

. In conclusion, Lord Glenelg desires me to. state, that after you shall have 
perused the documents to which I have referred, his Lordship will be happy to 
enter . into' any personal communication with you which you may think 
desirable. 

I have, &c. 
Rev. Alex. Mathieson. (signed) J. Stephen. 

- N9., 22. -:-

,My, Lord, . London, 13, Exeter Hall; 1 July 1837. 
AT a meeting of ,the dergy of Upper Canada, convened by the Archdeacons 

of Kingston andYork,and held in Toronto last October, the state of spiritual 
destitution of vast numbers of the members of our Church, the inability to 
relieve it from any resources possessed by the Church, and the necessity of an 
appeal to the-mother country, were.ack~owledged by all. We were appointed 
by our brethren to proceed'as a deputatlOnto England, and to place ourselves 
under the guidance.of the Bishop of Quebec. The indisposition, mental and 
bodily" .under which we found our beloved diocesan labouring, entirely pre­
cluded the hope of assistance or counsel from him. In this our· peculiarly 
delicate and difficult position, we submitted our credentials and our cause to 
the Archbishop of Canterbury; and, in our proceedings, we have hitherto been 
sanctioned by his Grace, and by many other prelates of our Church. Our in­
structions were to make our cause and wants known, publicly and privately, 
and to the authorities, as well in Church as in State, in order that some effec­
tual 1;"emedy might be found for an evil which, as it is yearly increasing in 
extent must, evolve consequences of most . alarming interest to the well-being 
of the' Province. In the hope of interesting your Lord~h~p. and. the Govern­
JIlent of his late Majesty ,in our cause, we ventured to sohclt the honour of an 
inte,ryi~w; and, .cleaving to the same hope, we again crave your Lordship'S in_ 
dulgencefor the. present communication.. Ours is a duty of no mean import­
ance; if, therefore, in the discharge of It,we should err, we trust the cause 
itself may not suffer,.by the inefficiency of its advocacy. 

The urgent necessities of the Church in. Upper. Canada must. be apparent to 
all who are,informed.oll; the state of the Province. In 1832, the supply of 
clergy ,was confessedly insufficient; siuce that year, at least 80,000 have been 
added .. to the members of: our ,communion; and this multitude, from their 
extreme poverty,have been obliged to, see~ locations in distant and uns:ttle.d 
townships, far. from the reach of the,publ~c means of Grace. It were vam, It 
were unjust to expect that such a popplatlOn should, for many years, support 
their clergy~ They ,have the will to assist in erecting places of w?rship, and ~o 
contribute to the mainteNance of. ministers;. but to bear the entlre burden, IS 

impossible. . Will Her Majesty's Government suffer these poor emigrants, whom 
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penury and want have driven from their father-land, t? peris~ for lack of know~ 
ledge? Your Lordship is fully aware of the utter mcapacIty of the Church, 
by any means at her command, to supply this lamentable deficiency. The 
Church in Upper Canada appears, in a measure, to be abandoned by all; there 
is none to plead for her. The" Society for propagating the Gospel in Foreign 
Parts," since the withdrawal of the Parliamentary grant, and the subsequent 
transfer of her missionaries to the colonial treasury, has not been able to afford 
any assistance. Our venerable bishop's present state of incapacity for any 
exertion leaves us almost without a friend of any authority to advocate our 
cause. We perceive that the flourishing colony of A\l_stralia has obtained, 
under high mediation, some effectual aid from Government, and we rejoice in 
the intelligence. But does tbe Province of Upper Canada present a state of 
such extraordinary affluence as to render a claim for similar aid from Govern­
ment unwarranted, and therefore fruitless? Surely, if the case of the two 
colonies be fairly considered, Upper Canada must be allowed to have an equal, 
if not superior, title to support. In the name of our Church, then, and of her 
tens of thousands of destitute members, we entreat your Lordship to stretch 
forth a helping hand to us. \Ve-ask for means to defray the expenses of minis­
ters going out; we ask for means to support them when they have congrega­
tions; we ask for assistance to erect churches, on the principle established 
towards Australia. If 100 l. were the minimum, and 300 l. to 500 t. the maxi­
mum of assistance, where equal sums could be raised in the Province, we have 
no hesitation in declaring it to be our perfect conviction that two years would 
not elapse before 100 churches would be built, and that we should then see the 
Church regain her high and natural position in the Province, of which her 
present want of means to extend her ministrations has, in a measure, deprived 
her. We do hope to bear back the intelligence to the anxious members of our 
Church that Her Majesty's Government has not cast us off in the day of our 
need. 

In common with our revered diocesan and the clergy generally, we have long 
felt that the settlement of the "Clergy Reserves" question (more, perhaps, 
than any other measure) would directly tend to the happiness, peace, and wel­
fare of the Province. Easy as this settlement might have been some 20 years 
ago, the agitation of the subject, and the acrimony of feeling arising from its 
discussion, have involved it in great difficulty. The Church of England has 
unquestionably the greatest cause for regret and complaint. She has been 
made the object of constant and most vituperative attacks; she has laboured, 
and is yet labouring under deep odium, merely because a provision had been 
made by an Act of the Imperial Parliament for the spiritual instruction of the 
inhabitants of the Province, through her instrumentality as the National 
Church. We hear much in England, from the Dissenters, of the horrors of 
endowments, and of the excellency of the voluntary principle; and yet, my 
Lord, in Upper Canada, where the Church's patrImony has not been irrevocably 
secured, as in the parent state, and where, in consequence, the hope, however 
faint, exists of depriving her of a portion of it, the Dissenters are seen struO'­
gling and straining every nerve to possess the" unclean thing." The Church, 
therefore, of all other denominations, must be desirous to see some plan carried 
into execution, which, while it secures to her a portion, at least, of her lawful 
inheritance, may shield her from the unjust assaults of her enemies. 

We have read a copy of the memorial forwarded to your Lordship for pre­
sentation ~o his late Majesty from the delega~es ~f the Church of Scotland, by 
Mr. Morns, a respected member of the LegIslative Council of Upper Canada. 
The object of this memorial appears twofol~: 1st. To complain of injustice 
done to the Church of Scotland by the establishment of 57 rectories in con­
nexion with the Church of England; and, 2dly, To obtain an Act of the Impe­
rial Parliament to constitute the synods, &c. of the Church of Scotland in 
Upp~r Canad~ "corporate bodie.s." Against the latter provision, we have 
nothmg to object. The complamt, however, conveyed in the memorial is 
objectionable, because there is no ground for it. The memorial states that'the 
incumbents of these rectories have spiritual jurisdiction over members of the 
Church of Scotland and others. This _ can only be the case when any such 
members of the Church of Scotland or ~t~e:s may reside on the ground set 
~p~rt .fo~ the church and c~urc~yard, ~s tills IS the extent to which the spiritual 
JurIsdictIOn of the rectors IS aSSIgned, III all the patents with which we are ac-

quainted. 
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-quainted. Ou this subject, we would refer your Lordship to the Solicitor­
general, Mr. Draper. We were grieved to learn from your Lordship that the 
opinion of the law officers on the question of these rectories was unfavourable 
to the Church. We feel that the unsettling these endowments must be attended 
with difficulty and injustice; with difficulty, because much of the land so con­
veyed has already been leased; with injustice, because in very many cases (in 
our own especially) the lands had been set apart by express command of the 
Governor in Council, several years before the patents were issued; and because 
improvements haye been made and houses built on these lands. Moreover, the 
House of Assembly of Upper Canada has distinctly recorded its opinion of the 
validity of these endowments, in the following resolution, passed 9th February 
] 837, by a majority of 33 to 20 : 

"Resolved, That this House regards as inviolable the rights acquired under 
the patents, by which rectories have been endowed, and cannot therefore either 
invite or sanction any interference with the rights thus established." 

The issuing of these patents was but the completion (in many cases) of acts 
already commenced; and indeed much, if not the whole, of the obloquy which 
the simultaneous establishment of these rectories caused, would have been 
avoided, if the endowments had been perfected at the times they were virtually 
made. We can, of our own knowledge, state that our late respected Lieute­
nant-governor was deterred from this step solely by the opposition which his 
plan of restricting the jurisdiction of rectors within the present confined limits 
met with in his executive counciL We do hope Her Majesty's Government will 
secure to the Church of England these endowments by such alterations in the 
patents as the law officers may have found to be necessary. 

We now address ourselves to another and leading purpose of the present 
communication. We have seen Mr. Morris, and conferred with him on the 
nature of the claims advanced by the Church of Scotland. The desire appears 
mutual that an amicable termination should, if possible, be effected to the 
ques~~on of the Clergy Reserves. From our personal knowledge. of the Pro­
vince and its affairs, we are satisfied that, unless such a measure be devised and 
carried out, it will be in vain to expect peace or happiness. The enemies of 
order and true religion will never lack fuel for their incendiary efforts as long 
as this subject remains open. We venture then to submit to your Lordship, 
for the consideration of Her Majesty's Government, the following suggestions, 
in which (as far as we know) Mr. Morris concurs. They are offered as the 
principle for an Act of the Imperial Parliament, or (should this not be thought 
expedient at present) for the government of Her Majesty's representatives and 
the Houses of Legislature in Upper Canada. 

1. The acknowledgment of the right of the Church of England to endow­
ments from the Clergy Reserves by the Act 31 Geo. 3, c. 31, as interpreted by 
the law officers in 1819, the security of her present possessions, and the allot­
ment of a portion of the Reserves for her use and benefit for ever. 

2. The allotment of a portion of the Reserves to the Church of Scotland for 
her use and benefit for ever. (The extent of these allotments or portions to 
be determined according to the numerical strength of both Churches in Great 
Britain; or, as it must be difficult, if not impossible, to ascertain this with 
accuracy, according to the proportion of the whole popUlation of England and 
Scotland, assuming that the Dissenters from the. Church of Scotland in Scot­
land are proportionably as numerous as the Dissenters from. the Church. of 
England in Englall(;l. In the present state of Upper Canada, It would be Im­
possible to ascertain the relative numbers of the two Churches.) 

3. The residue of the Reserves to be re-invested in the Crown for the sup­
port and maintenance of other Protestant denominations dissenting from the 
two Established Churches. 

We are persuaded that if this principle of allotment were admitted, the 
lands at present disposable might be equitably divided into three equal parts; 
two to be secured to the two Established ChurChes, in the proportion of their 
numbers as above alluded to, and the other third for the purpose mentioned 
under the third head. 

We seek your Lordship'S permission to present, in company with Mr. Morris, 
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any explanations which this subject ~a:y: appear to" require,. ~nd on a~y ot~er 
referred to in this communication, prIvately, at your LordshIp s convemence. 

. We have, &c. 
(signed) . William Bettridge, B'.D., 

. St. John's College, Cambridge, 
Rector of Woodstock, Upper Canada. 

Benjamin Cronyn, M.A., 

The Right Hon. the Lord Glenelg, Trinity College, Dublin, 
Rector of London, Upper C,anada. &c. &c. &c. 

- No. 23.-

J. Stephen, Esq. to Gentlemen, Downing-street, 13 July 1837. 
t~e Hev. W. Bet- I AM directed by Lord Glenelg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
tfldge and Rev. B.. . 
Cronyn, the 1st mstant. . ". . . . , 
13 July 1837. Referring to your proposal that the support afforded by 'Her Majesty s 

Government to the Church of England in Australia should be extended to that 
Church in Upper Canada, Lord Glenelg directs me to call your attention to'the 
fact that no portion of the funds applicable to the erection of churches ,and 
chapels, and the maintenance of ministers in Australia is provided by this 
country, but that these funds are exclusively derived from the coloriies of 
New South Wales and Van Diemen's Land, and are appropriated under 
the authority of the respective governors and councils. Although HerMajesty's 
Government' would cheerfully acquiesce in the adoption by the Legislature of 
Upper Canada of the principle of the measure recently introduced in Austr~lia on 
this subject, and which appears to have given great satisfaction to several leading 
denOlninations of Christians in these colonies, there are circumstances which 
prevent the direct interference of the Government in effecting this object in 
Upper Canada. In the Canadian Provinces, the principle of popular represen­
tation being established on the most c0111prehen'sive basis, has led t6 the transfer 
to the two Houses of Local Legislature, and especially to the House of Assem­
bly, of the control of the whole of the public receipt and expenditure. It is 
true indeed that the hereditary territorial and casual revenues have not been 
actually placed at their disposal; but you are aware that, in pursuance of 
his late Majesty's instructions, the Lieutenant-governor offered. thatthose funds 
should be subjected to the appropriation of the Provincial Parliament; and 
although the pressure of otbRf publicbusiness._p:r:~yented the acceptance of that 
offer during the last Session of the Assembly, it is still binding on the faith of 
the Crown; and there is every reason to anticipate that in the next Session this 
pledge will be fulfilled. No portion, therefore, of the Provincial revenue will 
in that case be applicable to the important object in question, except through 
the intervention of the Provincial Assembly. . 

'Vith reference to your proposal that Her Majesty's Government should 
recommend to Parliament to pass a law to adjust the claims of the different 
religious communions on the Clergy Reserves, Lord Glenelg directs me to 
remind you that both the present and the late Lieutenant-governor of the 
Province had, in obedience to the commands of his late Majesty, invited the 
Local Legislature to exercise the powers vested in them by the 41st section of 
the constitutional Aet of the 31 Geo. 3, c. 31, for determining in what manner, 
and to what uses, the lands in question should be appropriated. This subject 
engaged the anxious deliberation of the Assembly in their last Session, nor has 
either House of Provincial Legislature solicited the interposition of Parliament, 
or expressed the slightest doubt of their own ability to bring this question to a 
sa~isfactory a~just~ent. Under such circumstances, Lord Glenelg cannot but 
thmk Her Majesty s Government would justly incur the reproach of a hreach 
of fa~th if they sho~ld advise the Imperial Legislature to intercept the pro­
ceedings of the LegIslature of th~ Province on this subject. 

To your prQPosal that Her Majesty should be advised to recommend to the 
Local Legislature such a division of the Clergy Reserves as would appropriate 
two-thirds of those. l~nds f?r the support of the Churches of England and 
Scotland, the remammg thIrd to be appropriated by the Crown amOllO'st all 

. other Pr?testant religious societies dissenting from both Churches,::' Lord 
Glenelg directs me to answer that such a recommendation would probably be 

resented 
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resented by the Legjslative Council ~nd Assembly as an unconstitutional dicta­
ti()ll ~f the pr~visions of a l~,: . whiGb they were about to pass, and that the 
adoph?n of thIS. threefold d~VlSI~P. presupposes a knowledge of local details and 
~tah~hcs to ,:hlCh Her ~a,J~sty S G<;Hrernment cannot lay claim. Even assum­
mgIt to be TIght that thIS general scheme of distribution should be followed 
L.Qf?-Gle~elg would have no means of vindicating the proposed division of th~ 
terrItory mt? three equal parts, or Of showing that the proportion to be assigned 
to the EnglIsh and Scotch Churches Rhould not be greater or less. It is 
however, his Lordship's, intention to transmit to the Lieutenant-governor of 
Upper Canada a copy of the Act recently passed in New South Wales for 
making provision for the erection of places of worship, and the maintenan~e of 
ministers. The Legislature will thus be informed of the principle on which that 
measure is founded; and may possibly derive some suggestions tending to facili­
tate the satisfactory adjustment of the question relating to the Clergy Reserves. 

On the subject of the erection and endowment of rectories, Lord Glenelg 
infers from your letter that you have misapprehended the nature of the objec­
tionraised to that measure by the law officers of the Crown. It has no refer­
ence to the tenns of the patents, but to the power of the Lieutenant-governor 
to issue such patents at all, consequently, there is no possible amendment of 
those in,struments which would obviate the difficulty. It is not, however, 

. Lord Glenelg's intention to instruct the Lieutenant-governor to act upon this 
opinion until he shall have communicated with the heads of the Church of 
.England in the Province, and shall have afforded them the most ample oppor­
tunity for correcting any mis-statement of the facts on which the report of the 
law officers of the Crown proceeds, or any error· in point of law which it may 
be supposed to involve.. . 

Having thus adverted to each of the topics noticed in your letter, Lord 
.Glenelg cannot conclude this answyr to it without expressing the deep concern 
with which he finds himself precluded, for the reasons which I have stated, from 
promoting your views by the methods which you have pointed out; but I am 
to;expl'ess ihis Lordship's confident anticipation that the Legislature of Upper 
Canada will not fail to adopt such measures as shall appear to them most 
conducive to effect the important, object of extending the means of religious 
instruction among the various denominations of Christians throughout· the 
Province. 

'Rev. W. Bettridge. 
Rev. B. Cronyn. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) Js. Stephen. 

-' No. 24.-

My Lord, , ' London, 13 Exeter Hall,20 July 1837. 
SINCE, in conjunction with Mr; Cronyn, who is now in Ireland on the affairs 

of our mission, I had the honour to communicate with your Lordship, an event 
has occurred which, although, in mournful certainty, we have, from the very 
character of the malady, been anticipating for several months) still its actual 
occurrence cannot fail to deepen our sense of the bereavement we have 
sust~ined of a father and friend to the clergy, and to the people over whom 
God had in His wisdom appointed him bishop. I need scarcely say I allude to 
the death of the Honourable and Right Reverend the Bishop of Quebec. Of 
him it may be emphatically said, "The memory of the just is blessed." His 
memory is written in lines of imperishable affection in the hearts of all who 
enjoyed the privUege of. intercourse ~ith him. The l?ss of such a man and 
such a bishop would of Itself he suffiCIent to cause unfeIgned sorrow; hut when 
with his loss we connect the sad prospect of our Church in Upper Canada, we 
are constrained to confess, that it would become the virgin daughter of our 
Zion to descend into the dust, and, with downcast look, the index of her 
broken spirit, . to utter her mournful " Ichahod." Yes, my Lord, over the 
future d~stiny of oui' Church in the Province of Upper Canada, the clouds 
appear to settle into a gloom, through the denseness of which, faith, with her 
most vigorous ken, is unable to penetrate. 

Bear 'with me, my Lord, while l~lendeavour,under this our heavy loss, to 
bring under your Lordship'S consideration the actual state and certain prospects 
of our church, should the measure which his late Majesty's Government con-

244. . E templated 

No. 24. 
Rev. W. Bettridge 
to Lord Glenelg, . 
20 July) 837. 



34 CANADA :-PAPERS RELATING TO THE 

templated be carried into effect. The measure I speak of is the discontinuance 
of any allowance to the successor. of the ,lat.e Bish?p, and at his dea~h, even 
of that portion of his income whICh he resIgned III favour of the BIShop of 
Montreal. This measure will involve two necessary results; the actual aboli­
tion of the see of Quebec, and the virtual abolition of that of Montreal; in 
other words, the destruction of the Church of England in the Canadas; for it 
must be admitted, that episcopacy without a bishop is as manifest a contradic­
tion as mOllarchy without a monarch. These effects appear inevitable, unless 
indeed an individual could be found willing to undertake the duties of the 
episcopacy, and possessing a sufficient private fortune to meet the unavoidable 
expenses attending their discharge. This favoured individual must, moreover, 
if he desire the efficient aid of the Bishop of Montreal, provide a sum for him, 
at least equal to that of which, by the death of the late Bishop, he has been 
deprived. Should, therefore, the measure be definitively adopted' by Her 
Majesty's Government, our only hope must be that God would raise up such an 
Individual to take the oversight of His people in the Canadas; but, however 
we might desire and hope, we could scarcely be warranted in expecting such a 
succour. 

It may be presumed that the reason for the adoption of such a measure by 
Her Majesty's Government must be, either that the Church possesses resources 
at her own command sufficient to meet her every exigency, or that the mem­
bers of the Church are sufficiently affluent to provide voluntarily the necessary 
means to support the various office-bearers in it. Without one of these reasons, 
it would be difficult to justify a Christian Government in the abandonment of a 
branch of the National Church. As long as the Church is deprived of her just 
patrimony-the Clergy Reserves (or of such a share of them as the most 
biassed interpretation of her charter would concede), she is literally without 
resource. And with respect to the affluence of her members, and the assistance 
to be derived from them, an attentive consideration of the circumstances of the 
emigrants generally, and of the great difficulties they have for years to contend 
with before they attain to a comfortable sufficiency, must produce the certain 
persuasion that little or no present help can be expected from them. It would 
thus appear that neither of these reasons exists, and, therefore, that the 
adoption of the measure would not be justifiable. I can readily imagine that 
when the adoption of such a measure was originally contemplated, it was con­
fidently expected by His Majesty's Government that the Clergy Reserves 
question would have been settled, and, therefore, that the first reason would 
exist; that is, that the Church would be possessed of resources, which, 
although'slender, might be expected to suffice for her immediate necessities. 
The adoption of this measure may, in all probability, have been contemplated 
simultaneously with the resolution of the Imperial Government, to leave the 
arrangement of the Clergy Reserves to the Provincial Legislature, and to with­
draw the annual Parliamentary grant of 15,600l. from the Society for Propa­
gating the Gospel in Foreign Parts, in the full confidence that ere the last year 
of the reduced grant had elapsed, or our late Bishop had been called to his 
eternal rest, the Clergy Reserves would be available for the purposes for which 
they were originally intended. If such was the anticipation of His Majesty's 
Government (and it seems a very reasonable one), it has not been realized. 
The Clergy Reserves are still unavailable; ought then the adoption of the con­
templated measure of the discontinuance of the allowance to the Bishop's 
successor to .take place? Her. Majesty's Government can scarcely, without a 
breach of faIth to the Church III Upper Canada, refuse the continuance of its 
support, and an increase of it, if needed, until the Church be placed in pos­
session of her patrimony. In submitting the Clergy Reserves to the disposal 
of the Provincial Legislature, His Majesty's Government could never have 
contemplated that it would become, a question of entire spoliAtion as regarded 
the Chur?h of England, but at farthest only a~ an arrangement of the portion 
to be aSSIgned to her. For the result of thIS act of concession either the 
Imperi~ Government or the Provinc~al ~egislature ought, in equity, to be 
r:sponsIble to ~he Church. If H~r MaJesty s Government d,~cline the responsi­
bility on the faIr plea, that suffiCIent tIme has elapsed since the concession for 
the arrangement of this affair, then the Provincial Legislature or (as this 
body may not be coerced in pecuniary matters any more than ~ur House of 
Commons) the casual and territorial revenues should supply the actual need 
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of the Church. And if even these Crown revenues are under the control of the 
House of Assembly, there can be no question that an appeal to that House 
(made by any Member, whether connected with the Government or not but 
still sanctioned by its influence), grounded on the equitable principle ~bove 
insisted on, would be fully and fairly responded to: and I doubt not that a 
vie~ of the just r~sponsibility incurred by the Province, through the past delay 
of Its representatIves, ~ould much contribute towards the speedy and final 
settlement of the questIOn. Indeed, my Lord, may I not say that the Imperial 
Gover~m.ent ~as hitherto acted on this principle? Why was the payment of 
the mISSIOnarIeS transferred to the casual and territorial revenues when the 
annual Parliamentary grant ceased? Why did the Imperial Government make 
over the charge of the Bishop's income to the same source of revenue? They 
were the only funds then in the Province at the disposal of the Crown; and, 
as it appears to me, the Government justly concluded the Province should 
bear a burden for which the dilatoriness of its Legislature had made it 
accountable. 

I entirely concur in your Lordship's opinion that Her Majesty's Government 
should not" break faith" with. the Provincial Legislature on this subject of the 
Clergy Reserves, or on any other; but it would be equally incompatible with the 
maintenance of a sound faith, that the interests of the Church should be entirely 
sacrificed to a feeling of courtesy or liberality (however well meant) towards the 
House of Assembly. Can any doubt arise in an unbiassed mind on the meaning 
of the Act 31 Geo. 3, c. 31, s. 35-42? Can it be denied that the national faitli 
is therein pledged to the Church of England, that she should have a" permanent" 
provision" in all time to come?" The opinion of His Majesty's law officers in 
1819 is distinctly confirmatory of the right conveyed by the Act to the Church 
of England; for while it excludes entirely the dissenters from any participation 
in the lands, or in the rents or profits arising therefrom, and admits the Church 
of Scotland, not to any share in the lands for parochial endowments, but only 
in the rents or profits, it declares that His Majesty might endow any particular 
parsonage or rectory of the Church of England with the whole lands allotted 
and appropriated in each township or parish as Clergy Reserves. Is it consistent; 
my Lord, that this bare legal opinion in favour of the Chur~h of Scotland should 
be acted on, and yet with this same opinion founded on a solemn Act of the 
King and Imperial Parliament in behalf of our Church, there should exist,'even 
in appearance, a reluctance to confirm the present possessions and to extend 
the usefulness and efficiency of the Church of England by further grants? Is it 
just, is it consistent with national faith that this solemn compact between the 
Imperial Parliament and the Church should be violated? violated, too, in such 
wise, as to ensure, not the "permanent" establishment" in all time to come," but 
the utter ruin of that Church? These will appear, peradventure, strong expres­
sions, but surely not stronger than the circumstances in which our Church is 
placed require and justify. I ask, my Lord, in what way can the Church of 
England be "permanently" and "in all time to come" established in Upper 
Canada, if it be not by providing her with bishops and ministers according to 
her necessities and the increase in the number of her members? Did George the 
Third, of pious memory, and the Imperial Parliament make such a provision? It 
cannot be doubted. Can, then, the Executive Government be justified in any 
procedure (however well-intentioned) which compromises the inalienable rights 
thus secured to the Church of England? If, from any cause, the well-inten­
tioned procedure (I allude to the referring the arrangement of the Clergy 
Reserves question to the Provincial Legislature) succeed not as soon, or as 
effectually as the Imperial Government might wish, is therefore the Church 
vltally and irreparably to suffer? Is the" national faith" pledged to the judges 
and officers of the Government in Lower Canada? Can the injustice of the 
House of Assembly there absolve the nation and Her Majesty'Fl Government 
from their solemn obligation? Was any objection raised when the Ministers of 
the Crown asked for money from the imperial treasury to pay these judges and 
officers? Would not an objection involve the necessity of shutting up the 
courts of justice and suspending entirely the operations of Government? Now 
there exists, my Lord, a strong parallelism in the case of the judges and officers 
in Lower Canada and the Church in Upper Canada. The delay of the H0use 
of Assembly in Upper Canada has effected for the Church what the injustice of 
the House of Assembly in Lower Canada has for the judges and Goverament 
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officers. Is the Church less apart of our national economy than the judges? 
Is the Government and nation bound to uphold the judges against any attempted 
infraction of their rights, froni whatever quarter, or under whatever plea it may 
arise? It would be difficult, my Lord, to convince the clergy and members of 
the Church of England in Upper Canada that their claim upon the national 
faith and honour stands upon a less secure· foundation. If the differences of 
the House of Assembly could have been foreseen, as resulting in a delay of 
years, I am persuaded the Imperial Government would never have recommended: 
the withdrawal of the annual parliamentary grant, much less have contemplated 
the discontinuance of an annual sufficient income to the successors orthe Bishop 
of Quebec. Surely a Government, possessing sufficient influence to employ, 
with the full approbation of the country, twenty millions of the public money 
for the glorious purpose of emancipating the negroes in the West Indies from 
their bodily thraldom, need not have feared the rebuke or opposition of any: 
sound-hearted man in asking for a few thousands annually (until the Clergy 
Reserves question was settled) for the still more exalted object of furnishing., the 
means to free from the fetters of sin, through the preaching of the Gospel, tens 
of thousands of our fellow-countrymen in Upper .Canada. If an objector eould 
have been found, it must have been in the ranks of those whose hatredAo: 
Christ and his Church is unblushingly avowed, and whose cry is "havock '(~rto 
every time-hallowed and sacred institution. The Province of Upper Canada 
ought not to be abandoned to such fearful spiritual destitution by Her Majesty's 
Government. I humbly crave your Lordship's pardon, if, in appearance even, I 
should offend against the requirements of that respect which is drleto :,' the 
powers that be " by the plainness of my language. I feel, because I have for 
years witnessed, the evils under which our Church in Upper Canada is labouring, . 
and, as I know they are not evils of her own creating,:1 maybe allowed to. 
express an honest, yet respectful indignation, that she should continue unjustly 
to bear them. 

And now suffer me, my Lord, briefly to advert to the actual state of our 
Church in Upper Canada. Years have passed since the late revered.BiShop" 
was in a state of health even· to attempt the full performance oLhis multifarious 
and ever-increasing duties. None felt, none acknowledged, none grieved more 
over his own infirmities, and consequent inefficiency: than did Bishop Stewart. 
It was under the influence of such, feelings that he besought the Government 
to consent to the appointment of' a suffragan bishop, although at the sacrifice 
of one-third of his income. His request was acced,ed to, anq. Lower Canada 
had to rejoice in the advancement, of ~n i indiyidual to thE;) episcopacy whose 
zeal, talents, and piety had conciliated the affections, and claimed the esteem 
and respect of all. Scarcely had Bishop Mountain arrived in Quebee',~'when 
he set out on a tour through the Lower ,Province; arid after journeying and 
labouring four months I had the plea~ure to see him; and he then assured me 
that he had not nearly finished his .intended tour, but thllt he 1;fiust retp.rnto 
Quebec to recruit his failing strength. His Lordship could not, by conjecture, 
state when he should be able to visit the Upper Province. Now, my Lord, 
should the measurt', so oft alluded to, be adopted by Her Majesty's Govern­
ment, the Bishop of Montreal cannot be expected to visit, extensively, even 
Lower Canada as a bishop, because, if he did so, it,wust be ,with the certainty 
of involving himself in irreparable pec:uniary difficulty. And if Lower Canada 
must be thus necessarily deprived of his episcopal services~ the Province of 
Upper Canada could never expect a participation in them, however necessary" 
and valuable they might, he~ And what must be the consequence? The 
Church, as such, is virtually. I destroyed. Many, many buildings already 
erected and in progress of erection in Upper Canada' await the consecration of 
the Bishop; thousands of children are, pllssing the age of confirmation; the 
clergy everywhere need the comforting· and strengthening, influence of their 
~ishop's presence t~ animR:te them onwards in their laborious path; the people, 
m every part, reqUIre theIr zeal for the Church and her ordinances to be· 
quickened into act~vity by the example and .exh0::tat!on of a missionary Bishop. 
!-ook, m~ Lord, I Implore you, at the Pro:vmce m ItS present state. Nearly, 
If not qUIte, 200,000 members of the Church of England are scattered over 
the vast surface of the country, buried, many of them, in the almost inacces­
sibl.e depths of, the forests. At least 80,000 are altogether deprived of the 
ordinances of the Church. The clergy (~hose numbers are already deficient, 
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at the 10'we~testimate, 100) m~st necessarily decrease rather than increase with· 
!he populatIOn, because. ther~ IS no pro~s~on for the successors of the present 
mcumben!s. SympathIze wIth !heseIDllllsters in the bereavement they have 
~ow'sustallled;co~template serlO~sly, ,my ~ord" what must, humanly speak­
mg, be the state If the Ch~rch If Her Majesty s Government abandon her; 
andth~n, my:'Lord, I am satIsfied I shall find a ready excuse for the earnest­
ness WIth whICh I h~ve endeavoured to plead for our Zion. Deeply responsible 
am ~ tothe~hurch III Upper Canada. I desire only to be able, on my return, 
to gIve a satIsfactory account of my effort~ rightly to discharge the duty im­
posep' o~ me; .If I am as~ed what sugge.stlOns I?ave to offer, I simply reply by 
~uggesting: t~lat a~other BIshop be forthwIth appolllted for Upper Canada, leaving 
l~ to Her. Majesty s Government, as the guardians of the national faith, to pro­
VIde.an lllcom~, how~ver moderate, for him and. for the Bishop of Montreal; 
and 'that pecumary aSSIstance be afforded to the newly-appointed Bishop for 
the ~:upply of such a number of ministers as the increased wants of the Church 
in. Upper Canada may demand, until the Cl~rgy Reserves be fairly appro-
pnated. ' . 

I ven.ture to enclose a Memorial to Her Majesty, as the head of the Church, 
expreSSIve of our necessities. I crave permission to present it in person as 
theLrepresentative of the clergy of' Upper Canada; or, should it seem best, T 
confide itto your Lordship for presentation, in the hope and belief, that, con­
nected as your Lordship'S name has ever been, in my remembrance, with the. ' 
fur~h~rance of every good work, the prayer of the Memorial may receive your 
Lordship's :valid support; , " , 

I conclude'byhumbly requesting your Lordship would make ,me acqufl,inted, 
for the information of the Church in Upper Canada, with the resolution Her, 
Maj~sty's Government may take on this, to us, important and vital subject. 

I have, &c. 
(sign~d). fVitliam Bettridge, B.D. 

The Right Hon. the Lord Glenelg, St. John's College"C~lllbridge, 
&c, &c.', &c. and Pastor ofWoodstock"U.C. 

TO, Her most Gracious )VfAJESTY, 9;ue~n VICTORIA, Defender, of the Faith, &c. &c. &c. , 
. . ' 

The ];u\Q1ble Memorial of William Bettridge, B.D. of St. John;s College,Cambbdge, 
,and R~ctor of Woodstock, in Yq\ll' Majesty's '!;>rovince of Upper Canada, ' , 
'c', ( ; , ', , ' 

Showeth, ' ': ' , '" ' , ' 
THAT your memorialist, with, th~ ,ll-ev. Benj~min Cronyn, ~.A. of Trinity CollegE', 

Dul;>lin and,Rt:!ctor of Lolldon, III {lie same ProvIllce, were appOInted by the archdeacons 
andcl:rgy~,inpublic ~ee~ing in Toronto, ,tq proceed as a~~putation, to,Gr~at B~itain to 
make known'to the faIthful III 'our father;.;}an'd the state of spll'ltual destitutIOn III wInch tens 
of thousands of our fellow-country:m.en, members of the Chur-ch of England, are now placed 
in Upper Canada. . 1 • ., ' 

That your memorirtlist was dIrected ~y duty, as WE'll as by Ill~lIllatIOn, to seek for, counsel 
and support from his diqc{!san, th~ BISI~op <?f Quebec, then III London i t~at, ~I~h deep 
grief'i your memorialist learnt, on ,llls~~nval ,Ill ~ondon, the lamentable ,I~dISI?osltIOn and 
entirl;! incapacity, mental and boddy, .w~th wh~ch I.t had pleased G?d .to VISIt th!s vene~'able 
prelate;: that, in this delicate arid ,dIfficult Sltua~lOri~ your melllorIah~t and hIS coadjutor 
submitted' their credentials and theIr cause to hIS Grace' the ArchbIshop of Canterbury, 
whose' entire concurrenee in their proceedings hitherto has be~n signifi.ed to them; that 
many of the prelates of the Church ~ave expressed,tht:! mos~ hvely I~terest ,and.sy~pathy 
in the cause ; that many of the nob~lit;y and geD;try have gIve~l theIr contnbutIOns ;}hat 
the two lJ niversities have generously afforded. theIr ready and lIberal help; that the ~o­
ciety for Pl"op~gatingi the Gospd in ForeigI?- Part~" has pl,~ced 50~ Z., annually at th~ dIS­
posal of the Bishop ; and that the " SOCIety for Pr~m?tmg. ChnstI~I?- Knowledge. has 
voted the munificen'i 'grant of 2,0'00 l. towards the alleViatIOn of the spmtual neceSSIties of 
Upper Canada.' , , . ' . . 

That your memorialist humblycrav~I?, permISSIOn to advert to th~ cause~ of tIllS spmtu~l 
destitution and the consequent neceSSIty of an appeal to the faIthful III the land. HIS 
Majesty George the Third, of pious .memory; called upon Pa~lia,ment,. by Royal Message, 
in 1791, to concur wit~ him i.h m!J,kmg ,a peJI~anent apprOprIatIOn of lands for the mau?-­
tenance and support of a" Protestant clergy·· In Upper Canada. In consequence, ce~taIn 
portions of land, called the Clergy Res~rves, were by 8tatute set apart fo~ th~ above obJ,ect. 
This Statute remains'in forcealtllough, Its enactments have not been carned mto full etlect. 
For 30 years after the passi;g of' this Act no doubt was entertained, or at least expressed,. 

244. E 3 of 



No.2.). 
J. Stephen, Esq. to 
the Hev. W. Bet­
tridge, 7 August 
1837. 

CANADA :-PAPERSRELATING TO THE 

of the exclusive right of the Church of England to. the whole of. t!les~ lan~s. The members. 
of the Church of Scotland did then advance a claIm to a partIcIpatIOn 111 these lands, on 
the plea of being a national church, and of the construction of the Act itself. Other de­
nominations of Protestants followed the example of the Church of Scotland. In the year 
1819 his Majesty's law-officers expressed their opinion that the Dissenters were entirely 
excluded from any participation in the lands, or in the profits arising therefrom; that the 
Church of Scotland had no title to a share in the lands, yet that she might be allowed a 
portion of the rents or profits; while it is distinctly affirm~d, in that opinion, that His 
Majesty was empowered to endow the Church of England wIth all the lands set apart as 
Clergy Reserves in each township. The declaration of this opinion was not, however, 
sufficiently influential to settle this long-agitated question; it continued still to furnish too 
fruitful a source for angry and exciting discussions, tending at once to endanger the peace 
and to retard the prosperity of the province. Under these circumstances, His Majesty's 
Government deemed it a measure of expediency to refer the adjustment of the question to 
the Provincial Legislature, and at the same time recommended the withdrawal of an annual 
Parliamentary grant of 15,000 l. made to the" Society for Propagating the Gospel in Foreign 
Parts," and announced the contemplated discontinuance of an income to the successor of 
the Bishop of Quebec, doubtless in the confident anticipation that the settlement of the 
Clergy Reserves question would be immediately effected, and, consequently, that the 
Church of England, being secured in the possession and enjoyment for ever, of such a 
portion, at least, of those lands as her numbers and condition as the national establishment 
might require,. would be enabled to bear her own expenses. This anticipation, if ever 
entertained, has not been realized. His Majesty's Government has, therefore, during the 
protracted provincial discussions on this subject, made the casual and territorial revenues of 
the Province (the only revenues at the dispm;al ofthe Crown) chargeable with the reduced 
incomes of the missionaries of the Church, and also with that of the Bishop of Quebec; 
still, however, adhering to the contemplated withdrawal of its support to the successors of 
the Bishop and of the clergy generally. It has pleased God to call our revered and beloved 
diocesan to inherit the crown of righteousness reserved for him in heaven. It now becomes 
a question of vital interest to the Church of England (for her very existence as a church in 
Upper Canada is involved in its decision), whether the national faith would not be violated 
towards the Church by the adoption of the contemplated measure. The Church possesses 
no other resources than those which the wisdom and piety of George the Third and his 
Parliament destined for her support; from the use of these she is still excluded, not by the 
provisions of the Act of Parliament, not by any fault of her own, but by the interposition 
(however well intended) of His Majesty's Ge-Iernment. The members of the Church in 
Upper Canada are too poor to assist materially in the maintenanC'e of ministers, much less 
of bishops. The consequence is inevitable; if Your Majesty abandon the Church, her 
proximate destruction is sealed. Episcopacy without a bishop is a manifest contradiction. 
It is true we have a bishop in Lower Canada; but even his income (as it was derived from 
the late Bishop of Quebec's personal sacrifice) (33.3eS to exist with the late Bishop. The 
Bishop of Montreal cannot then be expec led to visit extensively even through Lower 
Canada, without exposing himself to pecuniary difficulty. The Province of Upper Canada 
could not hope for any participation in his valuable and essential services; and therefore 
the Church of England in Upper Canada exists no longer. If it be pleaded that Your 
Majesty could not, without a breach of faith towards the Legislature of Upper Canada 
withdraw from them the adjustment of this question, it may with equal force be urged' 
that with?ut a breach of na~ional ~aith towards the 9hurch of England the support of 
Your Majesty and the Impenal ParlIament cannot be wIthhold en until the Clergy Reserves. 
be appplied to the p.urposes for which they were p.iously an~ originally intended. 

That your memonalIst humbly prays Your M!J-jesty graCIOusly to consider the state of 
the Church in Upper Canada; the appeal thus made of 200,000 of Your Majesty's loyal 
subject~ (80,000 of whom, at least, are n~w utterly destitute of. the public means of grace), 
to app01l1t a s~ccessor to ol~r lamented BIshop of Quebec, caus1l1g a sufficient income to be 
prOVIded for hI~n and ~he BIshop of Montreal, ~n.d to afford. such pecuniary assistance to 
the newly-app01l1ted BIshop for the supply of m1l1Isters as the mcreased wants of the Church 
demand, .until the Clerg:y Reserves he fairly appropriated. And may God, in his infinite 
mercy, dIspose Your Majesty to the firm and faithful maintenance of the true religion 
established amongst us. 

And your memorialist, as in duty bound, will ever pray. 

(signed) William Bettridge. 

-No. 25.-

Sir, . Downing-street, 7 August 1837. 
I AM directed by Lord Glenelg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 

the 20th ul~imo, and. of the ~ccompanying Memorial addressed by you to the 
Queen. HIS LordshIp has laId that Memorial before Her Majesty, who has 
been pleased to receive it very graciously. 

Lord Glenelg desires me to assure you that there was no necessity for the 
apology you hale made for the warmth and earnestness which you advocate the 
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interests o~ the Church of England in Upper Canada. Every suggestion for 
the protectIon or advancement of those interests is welcome to him. 
~ord Glen~lg subscribes without hesitation to many of the grounds on 

WhICh the claIms of the Ch~r.ch of England are enforced in your memorial and 
letter. He adopts your opmlOn that the provision at present made for the 
maintenance of the Bishop ·~f ~u~bec, and the clergy of his diocese, is ina de-
qu.ate to the great end. of ~amtamm~ the Episcopal Church where it at present 

· e~sts, and .of extendmg Its operatlO~s throughout the Canadian provinces. 
HIS LordshIp dep!e?ates not l~s~ deCIdedly than yourself, the system which 
would leave the mmisters of rehgIOn dependent on the precarious support of 
their several co~gregations. He is of opinion that the permanent appropriation 

· of funds, suffiCIent for their decent maintenance, is to be classed amongst the 
nrst and highest objects of national policy. 

It is when an advance is to be made from these general principles to the 
practical application of them in Upper Canada, that the real difficulty pr.esents 
itseif. There are only four sources from which it is possible that this demand 
can be satisfied. The funds might be supplied from the public revenue of 

· Great Britain, or from the unsettled lands of the Crown in Upper Canada, or 
from the Clergy Reserves in the Province, or from the public revenue of the 
province. It is then to be considered how far each of these means is really 

·.available. 
First; The motives which oppose an application to Parliament for the support 

of the Canadian clergy, appear to Lord Glenelg conclusive. For many years 
such grants were made. The disinclination to continue them was at length 
indicated by the House of Commons so decidedly, that the reduced grant for 
this service was obtained only by a distinct pledge against the revival of the 
demand in favour of any bishop or clergyman who should be subsequently 
appointed. Even if it were possible to retract that engagement, Lord Glenelg 
is of opinion that the House of Commons would not regard this as a legiti­
mate use of the revenue of the United Kingdom. 

Secondly; You are aware that an Act of the Upper Canadian Legislature, 
passed in their last Session, has placed, ~he disposal of the unsettled lands of the 
Crown, beyond Her Majesty's controul, and that the revenue hereafter to be 
derived from those lands will be subject to the appropriation of the local legis­
lature, if they shall accept the terms offered to them by his late Majesty. It 
would be easy, but it is for the present purpose needless to show that Her Ma­
jesty's Government have not the power, even if they had the wish, to withhold 
· from the representatives of the people in anyone province of British North 
America the controul of every part of the unappropriated public revenue 
· arising within such province. 
· Thirdly; It is maintained not only that the clergy reserves are an available 
.resource for the purpose in view, but that they are so solemnly dedicated by 
Parliament to that purpose, that the diversion of them to any other involves .a 
direct breach of the national faith. Lord Glenelg conceives that this argument 
could not be maintained at all, except by detaching certain parts of the Con­
stitutional Act of 1791 from their immediate context. You have referred to 
those provisions of the statute under which the Reserves were set apart for the 
maintenance of a Protestant clergy. But it is necessary also to advert to the 
succeeding section, the 41st, which in terms the most distinct and. u~equivoc~l 
authorizes the Colonial Legislature to pass laws for the appropnatIOn of thIS 
property. It is obvious that the Par~iament of 1791 studi~usly g:uarded them­

. selves against devoting these lands Irrevocably to. uses WhICh mIght. at some 
future period be distasteful to the peo~le ~nd legIslature of .the ~rovmce. It 
was foreseen that the question of eccleSIastIcal endowments mIght m Canada, as 
elsewhere, be the fruitful source of contention, and means wer~ accordingly 
provided for reserving to th~ legislative bodies the freedom of actIOn necessary 
Jor encountering any such difficulty, if it should arise. The result has suffi­
ciently established the accuracy of this anticipation; and his late Majestr's 
Government, in the year 1831, found it impossible to adjust the controverSIes 
which had risen respecting these reserves, except by inviting the P~'ovi?cial 
Legislature to exercise powers thus confided to them by the COl1BtItutlOn~1 
Act. If the Provincial Legislature had declined this duty, ha~ avowe~ theIr 
'reluctance or inability to discharge it, and had called for the mterventlOn of 
the Crown or of Parliament, Her Majesty's Government might have proceeded 
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to deal with the subject iIi question upon their· own j~dgment., B'!t ~h,e 
reverse of all this is the case. The Hous'e of Assembly have accepted the mYJ.ta­
tiollmade to them by the Home Goverilluent, and so lately as, the spring of 
the present year, they ,were e~ga~ed in th~ discussion of ,plans for d~posing of 
the Clergy Reserves. The questIOn was l~deed postp?!led, but Wlt~out t4e 

· slightest intimation that the House despaIred of commg. to a satIsfactory 
adjustment of it. . ,.' , . 

Under such circumstances Lord Glenelg does not perc~Ive how the authorIty 
or the legitimate influencebf Her Majesty's Gov~rnment could be employ~~ to 
secure for the clergyof the Church of England, m U:pper Canada, a prOVIsIOn 
from the Clergy Reserves.' Still less can his LordshIp a~knowled{2:e, that any 
breach of faith can be justly imputed to the Bri~ish Gove:i'nltrent, on account,of 
the measure taken by the Earl of Ripon, in inviting the Provincial Legislature 

· to discharge a duty expressly reserved to them by the Con~t~tutionalAct. 
Finally; The only other source from which a legal prOVIsIOn can be secu~ed 

for the' clergy in Upper Canada, is the public reven~e?f the Province.Wli~t 
, hope may reasonably be indulged of obtaining supph~s· from . ~hat sour~e, you 

are as able to form a judgment,' as Lord Glenelg. HIS Lordship does not, ven­
ture to anticipate what cour$e the House of Assembly may think proper to 
pursue. Having now reviewed the different modes in which the object ih 
contemplation might be attained, Lord Glenelg finds himself cpmpelled to 
adopt the conclusion, that the question must await the decision of tne Legis­
lative Council and Assembly of the Province. His Lordship apprehends that 
you ascribe to the Executive Government powers which they do not really pos­
sess, and with which it is not in his opinion desirable that they should be invested. 

, I have, '&c. ' 
The Rev. Wm. Bettridge. ' (signed) Js. Stephen. 

-No.26.-
Sir, Trafalgar-square, 17 May 1837. 

I AM directed by the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel to acquaint 
you, for the information of Lord, Glenelg, that a despatch has been received 
from the Bishop of Montrea]~ containing a copy of letter addressed by his Lord-

· ship, in November'last; to His Majesty's Commissioners for Lower Canada, and 
, setting forth the urgent demand for the services of addition.al clergymen in that 
"Province. . 

The Bishop prays, that His Majesty's \ioverIiment will apply the sum of 600 l. 
a year, arising from the .sate of the Clergy Reserves ih Lower Canada towards 
the maintenance of six additional clergymen in that Province, and the Society 
is willing to grant a like annual sum from its own resources towards the main­
tenance of the same number of additional clergymen in the Province of Upper 
Canada,provided the request' of the Bishop of Montreal is complied with by 
the proper authorities. I am, &c. ' 

James Stephen, Esq. (signed) 4. M. Campbell. 
&c. &c. &c. 

-' No. 27.-

Sir, ,Downing-street, 2 June 1837. 
I AM directed by Lord Glenelg to acknowledge your letter of the 17th ultimo, 

on the subject of the deficiency of the present Ecclesiastical Establishment in 
Canada, and expr~ssing th~ w~~ngness of the Society for the Propagation of 
the Gospel to contrlbute an additIOnal sum of 600 t. towards the clergy in U '{>per 
Canad~, provided that a ~ike sum, which has now accrued from the Clergy Re­
serves m. the Lower PrOVInce, be appropriated by His Majesty's Government to 
the salarIes of clergymen of the Church of England. 

In reply I am to inform you, tha~ Lord Glenelg has lately had before him 
repeated and very urgent representatIOns from the ministers of the Church of 
Scotland in th~ Canadian Provinces, setting forth the injustice to which they 
have been subJected by the refl~sa~ to them of any participation in the proceeds 
of ~he Clergy Reserves, and clmmmg the fulfilment of expectations of pecuniary 
aSSIstance held out to them ~any years ago by His Majesty's Government. 
Lord .Gle~elg has, und.er these CIrcumstances, felt it his duty to enter into a full 
exammatIOn of the clmms of the Scotch Church to assistance from His Majesty's 
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Gove~nment, and ~ter con~idering the correspondence which has taken place with 
them,~ore especIally dUring the time when the seals of this office were held 
by tllt: late ~ordBathurst, and adve:rting also to the opinion as to the construc­
tion of ' the Act of 1791, given by the law officers of the Crown in 1819, and 
adopted by a Committee of the House of Commons in 1828, he has felt himself 
pov.n:d tor:e~ognize the title of ~he SGqtch Church to share in the benefits arising 
from the Clergy Reserves. HItherto his Lordship has had no opportunity of 
giving e~ect to this view; and with the exception of a small allowance in Upper 
Canada, ~nd a sum of 200 l. voted annually by Parliament, the ministers of the 
~otch .Church, jn the Canadian Provipce.s have accordingly been left without 
any assIstance from the Government, whIle the whole of the proceeds of the 
'ipI~rgy Re~~ves in the Upper _Province have been appropriated to the :Qlinisters 
'of the Chur~h, of Engla~d. The sum which has lately accrued from the sales­
of the Clergy Reserves In Lower Canada offers, to a certain extent, the means, 

! of remedying this inequality, and his Lordship therefore proposes to grant some 
immediate assistance to the Scotch Church out of the dividends arising from 
the investment of this fund. Under these circumstances, and as the whole 
~anlount yetJreceived from the sale of the Clergy Reserves in the Lower Pro-
. vinceis but small, Lord Glenelg regrets that he cannot at present entertain the 
',proposal of .the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel. 
, , I have, &c. 

Rev. A. M. Campbell. (signed) Geo. Grey. 

-No.28.-

To the" Right Honourable Lord Glenelg, His Majesty's Principal Secretary of 
State for the Colonial Department. 

My Lord, 
THE following statement, whioh is respectfully submitted to your Lordship'S 

consigeration, has been drawn up by certain individuals in this country, to 
who~_~ knowledge the facts of the case have come, and who hope, by making 
,them known to others, to excite the sympathy of the Christian public to supply 
necessities so great and urgent as those which the statement discloses. 

It is submitted to your Lordship'~ in the hope that His Majesty's Government 
(upon receiving snch authentication of the facts, as they may require) lnay be 
induced to give the Lieutenant-governor of Upper Canada that authority to 
advance money towards the ~upply of these, and similar necessities, which 
appears now to be withheld, and withheld as against the communion of-the 
'Church of England aloI;le. It is not presumed to judge of the reasons which 
have led Government hitherto to withhold this allthority. But should they be 
connected, either with the allowance now given for the support of individual 
clergymen, or with the general question of the Clergy Reserves, it is respect­
fully submitted, that the erection of churches and school-houses, and a provi­
siol) for the religious education of the growing population, from time to time, is 
of greater and more permanent importance to the interests of religion than the 
payment of small stipends, soon altogether to cease, to particular men; and that 
in this more important object Government has assisted the Church of Rome, and 
severa~ dissenting communities; while the stiipends of our clergy, being required 
for theirowri subsistence, are of course not available for those purposes. And 
if the Ciergy Reserves are considered to be rightfully the property, and to be a 
sufficient provision for all the religious purposes of our Church in that Pro­
vince, it is manifest that hnder present circumstances no advantage can be 
derived from that provision, unless Government wO\lld consent to. advance money 
upon its security. 

But in case your Lordship should consider, it out of the power, or inconsis­
tent with the policy of Government, to authorise the ;Lieutenant-governor to 
give any assistance, it will be a satisfaction to thQse who interest themselves, in 
the case, 'to have ascertained such to be the fact from your Lordship, before 
they proceed to circulate any statement from which it may be inferred. 

I have" &c. 
(signed) lFilliam Jocelyn Palmer, 

Chapel-stairs, Lincoln's-inn, 
9 March 1837. 

F 

Rector of Mixbul'Y, Oxfordshire. 

No. 2~L 
Rev. W. Jocelyn 
Palmer to Lord 
Glenelg. 



CANADA:-PAPERS RELATING TO THE 

STATEMENT. 

THE Case of Guelph, in Upper Canada. 

" Guelph is the centre of a district in Uppe~ <?anada" con~aining 900 square 
miles. Although not cleared above ten ye~r~, It IS already thIckly settled. The 
population is estimated, by the Canada Company, to amount to 3,500 souls; and 
the tide of emigration continues to set strongly in that dire?ti~n~ The popula­
tion is, of course, much dispersed over the surface of the dIstrIct. Above one­
third of the inhabitants are attached to the communion of the Church of Eng­
land; of the rest, a considerable number are rather careless about religion 
altogether, than attached to any other communion; and there can be no doubt 
that many of these would be reclaimed, if ministers and churches were sup­
plied in a manner at all adequate to the. necessities of the case. But the fact 
is that, until the year 1832, there was neither church nor minister in the entire 
district. Since that time there has been one minister residing at Guelph, and a 
church has been erected, capable of holding 500 persons; but, excepting at 
the central town, there is not now to be found, in the whole extent of 30 
miles square, so much as a single school-house, or other decent building, 
where the people, might assemble for Divine worship, and the Sacraments might 
be occasionally administered. 

Moreover, the expense of building the church is not yet wholly defrayed; 
but 100l. having been furnished by the bishop of Quebec, another 1001. by 
the Canada Company, 180 l. collected in England, by the exertions of Mr. 
Bosanquet (the chairman of the Canada Company), and another gentleman; 
and 337 t. contributed by the inhabitants, (no small ,sum, considering the.cir .. 
cumstances of early settlers,) there yet remains to be provided, to complete 
the fabric and its inclosure, the further sum of 133 I., upon the lowest calcula­
tion; for the greater part of which the Rev. Arthur Palmer, rector of Guelph, 
with six of his congregation, has given personal security. As the Provincial 
Government had aided the erection of a Roman-catholic chapel at Gt;lelp~, by 
a grant of 90 1., it was hoped that a similar aid might have been afforded in the 
present instance; but the repeated applications of the rector and his 
parishioners for such assistance have been attended with no success. To 
a memorial addressed to the present Lieutenant-governor, which was agreed 
upon last year at the Easter vestry meeting, and numerously signed by the 
parishioners, the following answer was returned, directed to one of the church­
wardens: 

" Sir, 
" Government House, Toronto, 

5 May 1836. 

"I HAVE the honour to inform you that I have laid before the Lieutenant­
governor your letter of the 2d instant, with its accompanying petition; and 
I am commanded by his Excellency to state to you that he much regrets there 
are no funds at his disposal from which he could afford you the assistance you 
desire. The sum given in aid of the Roman-catholic chapel, which you referred 
to, was given at the express command of the Home Government. And if the 
Secretary of State would sanction the grant of a similar aid in furtherance of 
your object, his Excellency would have much gratification in affording it. 

" I have, &c. 
(signed) " J. Joseph." 

It may here be added, that extracts from official documents are in the hands 
of the framers of th~s st~tement, by which it appears that in the years 1833 and 
1834. s~ms amountmg m the whole to ~,0021. 2s. 2 ~ d. were furnished by the 
ProvmcIal Gov~rnm~nt, for the erectIOn of di8senting places of worship in 
Upper. Canada, of which sum 1,3351. 8 s. 1 0 ~ was expressly given for Roman­
catholic chapels; and that by a despatch from the Home Government, bearing 
date the 27th day of January 1834, authority was given for the continued ap­
plica!ion of 2,000 l. per annum to similar purposes . 
. It IS therefore most earne~tly hoped; that Government, upon this representa­

hon been made to them, WIll conSIder whether it might not be consistent both 
with good policy and with justice to give to the Church of England, in Upper 
Canada, the same measure of protection and encouragement which they give 

to 
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to other religious communities; and, particularly to afford some timely aid in 
the case of the district of Guelph. In order to meet, even in a small degree, 
the necessities of the case, and to make any permanent provision for the reli­
gious wants of a scattered and continually increasing population, it will be ne­
ces~ary not only to defray the unliquidated charges of the erection of the 
church at Guelph, but to l~aise a furtd which shall enable the minister and his 
parishioners, with the advice and direction of their bishop, to build a sufficient . 
number of schoolhouses in different parts of that extensive district, and provide 
schoolmasters for the religious instruction of the rising generation. These 
schoolmasters may also act in a more general capacity as catechists; and the 
schoolhouse itself, however humble, may constitute a room in which the sacra­
Jrtents roay be occasionally administered, and the Word of God preached to 
a famishing people; until, by the Divine blessing, labourers shall be sent forth 
with more abundance into the vineyard, and more appropriate and substantial 
b'uildings erected and set apart for the senice of religion. 

No. 29. 

Sir, Downing-street, 21 March 1837. 
I AM directed by Lord Glenelg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 

9th instant,on the subject of the insufficiency of the provision which at present 
exists in Upper Canada for the erection of churches and schools for the Church 
of England population of that Province, and urging on Her Majesty's Govern­
mentthe propriety of assisting this object, by a grant of public money. In 
support of your application, you observe, that similar assistance has at various 
times been granted to other communities of Christians in Upper Canada; and 
an especial reference is made to a grant of 90 l. in aid of a Roman-catholic 
chapel erected at Guelph. 

No. 29. 
Sir G. Grey to thE' 
Rev; H. F. Palmer, 
21 March 1837. 

In reply, Lord Glenelg directs me to assure you that there is no subject con­
nected with the Canadas in which His Majesty's Government take a more 
lively interest than the general extension of religious and moral instruction 
among the inhabitants; and his Lordship would therefore willingly accede to 
your application if the means of doing so were at his disposal. His Lordship, 
however, regrets that there is no fund at present subject to the control of His 
Majesty's Government from which any grant for objects of this nature could 
now be made. The disposal of the Clergy Reserves in Upper Canada was sub­
mitted to the Legislature of that province so far back as November 1831, while 
it has recently ,been proposed to surrender, on certain conditions, to the' 
Assembly the appropriation of the casual and territorial revenue, subject of 
course to its existing burthens. Pending the consideration of this question by 
the Provineial LegiSlature, His Majesty's Government feel that they would not 
be justified in imposing on the casual and territorial revenue any charges to 
which it was not subject at the time of the proposal of surrender, nor does 
the fund derived from the sales.of the Clergy Reserves afford the opportunity 
of complying with your application, the interest arising from that fund being 
entirely absorbed in paying the stipends of the clergy of the Church of 
England. 

Lord Glenelg, however, has reason to hope that the appropriation of the 
Reserves will, at a very early period, be settled on principles which will render 
them more available than they have hitherto been for the increase of the means 
of religious instruction in the colony, and that liberal provision will be made 
by the Provincial LegislatureJQr. the advancement of education. I am further 
to, observe, that you app~ar to be under some misapprehension with reference 
to the comparative amoullt of assistance hitherto atforded to the members of 
the Church of Englan~, .and to other denominations of Christians in Upper 
Canada. It may be inferred, from your letter, that you imagine the latter have 
been placed in a more favourable position than the former in the distribution 
of the funds formerly at the disposal of the Government, and applicable to reli­
gious purposes. As Lord Glenelg would much regret the prevalence of so 
erroneous an impression, he directs me to state to you the following facts: 
The tot~l pecuniary assistance granted to the clergy of the Church of England 
in Upper Canada, out of the proceeds of Clergy Reserves and the casual and 
territorial revenue, amounted, during the three years ending on 31st Decem-
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ber 1835, to 27,705 l. 2 s. 6 d., while that granted to all the other communities 
of Christians in the Province, during the same period, did not exceed in the 
whole 17,414l. 6s. 10d. Lord Glenelg feels that it would not have been pos­
sible for His Majesty's Government, in justice to other claims within the 
Province, to have devoted to objects connected with the Church of England 
a larger portion of the funds at their disposal for religious purposes, and the 
same obstacles which now prevent his Lordship from authorizing the applica-

, tiod ora sum of money to the object stated in your letter, would equally pre­
vent a compliance with similar requests from any other body of Christians in 
the Colony. It is undoubtedly true, that, of the sum hitherto allotted to other 
denominations, a considerable portion was expended in the erection of churches, 
while the portion appropriated to the Church of England was principally de­
voted to the payment of salaries. This difference in the application of the 
grants, however, proceeded from no disregard on the part of His Majesty's 
Government to the permanent interests of the Church of England, but from the 
fact that the ministers of the other communities were chiefly supported from 
private sources, while those of the Church of England depended altogether on 
the assistance of the Government. The difference in the mode of appropria­
tion, in fact, arose solely from a consideration of the interests of the clergy of 
the Church of England in the Province. 

I have, &c~ 
Rev. H, F. Palmer, (signed) Ueo. GrelJ. 
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