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COpy of a DESPATCH from the Earl of Gosford to Lord Glenelg. 

Castle of St. Lewis, Quebec, N 
My Lord, l~ November 1835.. o. I. 

I HAVE the honour herewith to transmit a copy of the speech with which ~ 
I opened the session of the Provillcial Parliament on the 27th ultimo, together ~ 
with copies of the AddrE:sses of the Legislative Council and House of Assembly ~ 
in answer to it, and my replies to each. I have, &c. ~ ~ 

(signed) GoYOrd. ~ 

Enclosure 1, in No l. 
Gentlemen of the Legislative Council, 
Gentlemen of the House of Assembly, 

IT is in no ordinary circumstances that I meet you; and consequences of vast inportance 
depend on the impression you may receive from my words. Dissensions have almost 
arrested the course of government. The supplies required for carrying into execution the 
laws by which society is held together, have now for a considerable period been withheld. 
The most urgent and conflicting statements of numerous grievances by adverse parties have 
been borne to the throne of His Majesty; but accompanied with expressions of an appre
hension that the Ministers of the Crown might not have that practical and local knowledge 
of the province which is necessary for the discernment of the most appropriate remedies. 

I am sent amongst you therefore, not only as your Governor, but as the Head of a Com
mission upon which the task is imposed of inquiring fully, and upon the spot, into the 
complaints which have been made, and of offering to the Kll1g and to the Councils by which 
the Throne is surrounded, the deliberate conclusions of the Commissioners. 

There are f:'ome cases in which the executive power of the Governor will of itself be 
sufficient to apply a remedy; in others, though he cannot act by himself, yet with the help 
of one or both branches of the Provincial Legislature, he may effectually accomplish what 
is required. There are others in which the laws and institutions of the United Kingdom 
make it impossible for us, without the enactments or sanction of the authorities in England, 
to effect what is asked; so that if we were to act we should be acting unlawfully; if we 
were to make laws, they would he binding upon no one. 

If these distinctions are borne in mind, whilst I state to you the commands I have 
received from His Majesty, and the policy to which I shall adhere, I am confident that 
I shall satisfy all impartial minds of the magnanimity and wisdom with which His Majesty 
has listened to your complaints; of the resolution which has been taken to redress every 
grievance under which any class of His Majesty's Canadian subjects may labour, and of 
my own determination to do all of which I am capable in giving effect to these generous 
and wise intentions. As Governor, I will execute with alacrity, impartiality and firmness 
whatever I am competent to do of myself; as head of the Provincial Legislature, I will 
zealously co-operate with its other members in the redress of every evil they may find 
occasion to correct; as Commissioner, I pledge myself that a prompt, but careful exami
nation shall be made of those still weightier matters which depend upon the highest powers of 
the empire; and that having. with the most anxious thought and solemn deliberation, 
arrived at our conclusions, the Commissioners will state them with an earnestness of 
purpose calculated to give additional force to the authority which they ought to derive from 
having been deemed worthy of so grave a charge. 

In what I shall now proceed to communicate, it is not my design, nor am I authorized by 
His Majesty, to condemn or to applaud generally the conduct of anyone; the abatement 
of dissensions, and the conciliation of adverse parties, are the objects at which I aim: the 
goodwill of the Canadians of all ranks and classes; the confidence of the representatives 
of the people; the respect of all branches and members of the Government, are what 
] ardently desire to earn and to retain, and in this I hope to succeed, because I am 
conseious that my intentions deserve it. With as much freedom from fear or favour as 
I have promised to act, I will now speak of the things of which you have complained, and 
of the remedies which I hope to see applied. 

It is affirmed that the French origin of the majority of the inhabitants of Lower Canada 
has been made a pretext for excluding them from office and employment, and for retaining 
them in a state of political inferiority. I disclaim, on the part of His Majesty and of the 
British people, so ungenerous a motive. Having long ago become a part of the family 
of British subjects, our Constitution recognises nothing, as a mark for disfavour, which may 
denote the estrangement of their ancestors in a former century. It regards nothing in the 
present generation as demerit, save misconduct. The circumstances which first united this 
country with the British Empire, must necessarily have occasioned for some time afterwards 
an exclusion of its prior inhabitants from offices IJf Government, and the bias thus unavoid-
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ably received, may in som~ de~ree, ha~e ~nfl~enced, ev~n. to the present day" the co~rse of 
affairs. Neither is it possIble, III the dlstnbutlOn of politlCal offices a~ a.nr time, or III any 
circumstances, to be guided entirely by a reference to the nU~l1ber~ of mdlvldual.s, who ~ay 
be ':!omprised in this or ill t~at cla~s., But I assur~ yo~, that 10 thls.re~pe~t, my m~tructlOns 
enjoin upon me the utmost Impartiality and ~n entlr~ dl~regard o~ dlstln~tlon~, derlved .from 
ditference of origin. Fitness for the trust, IS the crJten?~ to whlC~ mamly, If not entirely, 
I am to look; anu I do not hesitate to avow the opmJOn, that ,10 every country to be 
acceptable to the great body of the people, is one of the mORt essential elements of fitness for 
public station. . . 

So great is tile solicitude of His Majesty to take the most effectual security agamst the 
occurrence of any abuse in th,e distribut~o?- of his patronage! that he has commanded the 
adoption of arrangements deSigned to elicIt a far n:or~ particular account than heretofore, 
of the exercise of this part of his delegated authorlty m Lower Canada; and he hilS been 
further pleased to direct that all offices in his gift, of wh!ch the emoluments ~hall e.xceed a 
stated sum, shall not be granted, except under the Public Seal of the Provmce, III pur
suance of Warrants to be issued for that purpose by His Majesty. 

Complaint is also made that incompatible offices are in some cas~s hel~ by ~he same 
persons. In whatsoever degree this grievance may be found to, eXist, HIS MaJ~sty ~as 
I!ignified to me his expectation that it shoul,d .be ~omple.tely remedle~. Co~mencmg With 
the highest, I have formed the opinion that It JS neIther nght nor consistent With the ~hole
some separation, and independence of th~ p~incipal bodies of the ,GovernlD~nt, a?-d w~th the 
dignity of their members, that out of the lImIted number of executIve councillors 10 this pro
vince, several should hold offices under the Legislative Council and House of Assembly. I de
sire,however, that it may be understood that no dissatisfaction with the conduct of the members 
of the Executive Counc;l, nor any mark whatever of His Majesty's displeasure is intended to be 
conveyed. The immediate retirement of those gentlemen who prefer to retain their appoint
ments under the legislati ve body might embarrass or interrupt the proceedings of the Court 
of Appeals; but I felt it my duty to impart to them the conclusion to which my mind had 
come. I shall communicate the same opinion to ihe proper authorities at home, and I 
entertain no doubt th"t as soon as their places can be supplied, according to the forms 
prescribed by law, effect will be given to the wish they have expressed to relinquish their 
seats in the Executive Council. My views are not limited to these cases. No union of 
incompatible or incongruous offices will be willingly acquiesced in by me: but I wish to 
be understood as speaking of offices of which the duties cannot conveniently or with 
propriety be discharged by the same person. In some instances, the division of offices is 
merely nominal, and the duties are more conveniently discharged by one person than they 
could be by two. In other instances, the salary of the office is so small,. or its duty so 
seldom called for, that without a union with some other, the employment could only be made 
acceptable to a competent person by an increase of emolument. 

It.is stated as a grievance, that the Government has at various times refused to give the 
legislature access to accounts, and other documents which were necessary for the prosecution 
of its inqui.ies, and that the executive has not, in all cases, communicated when requested, 
the despatches which have passed between the Colonial Department and the Local Govern
ment. His Maje,'ity's Government fears that the Assembly may have been exposed to some 
inconvenience from this source. The rule which I am instructed to follow, is a freedom 
from all unnecessary reserve. I am commanded to withhold no information from the Pro 
vincial Legislature which can be communicated without a violation of confid~nce, or specific 
detriment to the public service; and in particular, I am to offer you the fullest assistance 
n investigating every thing connected with the revenue and with finance. There is scarcely 

any document within the power of the Government which it will not always be willing to lay 
before you, except those confidential communications with the authorities at home or with its 
own officers here, which it is obvious could not be made public in all cases and at all seasons 
without extreme inconvenience. 

As an earnest of the sincerity of these intentions, I hav~ given. directions that a copy of 
the annual Return, gene~ally known as ,the llIue Bo?k, shou~d III future be presented to 
each branch of the LegIslature; and sll1ce correct Illformabon on the statistics of the 
province i~ an object of general importance, 1 invite your assistance in rendering all returns 
of this nature as accurate and as comprehensive as possible. 

The too ~requent res~rv~tion of Bi,lls ror th~ ~ignification of His Majesty's pleasure, and 
the, de!a'y 111 commumcatmg ,tl~e Kmg s deCISIon upon them, is a grievance of which His 
l\~ ;1Je~ty ~ Government ~re SOhCItous to prevent t~e recurrence. I s~all consider the power 
01 reservmg Bills as a fight to be employed not WIthout much cautIOn nor except on some 
evident necessity. ,His l\'l;1jesty's Goyernment.also undert~ke on thei; part to bestow the 
mo~t prompt attell:tlOll on clery questIOn of ~hls na~ure v.:hlCh m~y b~ b~ought under their 
Ilotlce, and espeCIally that no measure havmg for Its object the IOslitutlOn In the Province 
of nny colleges or schools for the advancement of Christian knowledge or sound learning 
shall hereafter be unnecessarily deferred. ' 

Conntcted with this subject, is the lapse of time which, it is stated has on various 
occ,,,,ons, occ~rred in c?nveying to the Legislature His Majesty's ~nswers to their 
;Ilt, d es~es. It IS very pOSSIble tha,t delays, which all wo~ld regret, way have taken place; 

11 S(:OI,' l~st;1,?C,eS, p;lhaps~ occasIOned or prolo!lged by clfc~msta~lces which no activity or 
c ·1' .. I HIS :\t liJe,ty s s,ervlCe could have ?bvtated ,; but HIS Majesty takes so deep, and, 

y u?e the eX?~'f:SSlOn, so personal an I,nterest Il1 the affairs of this country, that His 
.. ' Ilave .recel\'~d t~e most unquahfied comm~nds to lay before His Majesty, 

, .• ,ul<::ulaLcly on Its arrival m England, every commUnIcation which either branch of the 
Legislature 
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Legislature may address to the Throne; and to see that His Majesty's answer be conveyed 
to the province with the utmost possible dispatch. 

There have been several complaints of other matters, such as of the undue preference 
of ~he English to the French language; of improperly calling on the judges for extra
judIcial opinions on matters which might subsequently come before them for decision; of 
an interference in the elections of the representatives of the people, and of other matters 
on which I should scarcely have thought it necessary to make any specific observations, 
because I can assure you generally, and without reservation, that any course of government 
liable to such imputations would be marked by the rlispleasure of His Majesty, and because 
I rely upon your giving me so much of your confidence as not to suppose beforehand that 
I should subject myself in these respects to any just reproach. 

With respect, however, to any undue partiality to the English language, it may not be 
superfluous to apprize you more explicitly, that His Majesty disapproves, and is desirous 
to discourage and prevent the adoption of any practice which would deprive either class 
of his subjects of the use, in their official acts, of that tongue with which early habits and 
education may have rendered them most familiar; and that if you should deem it requisite 
to pass a law, for securing both the English and French inhabitants of the province 
against any disadvantage arising from an undue preference to either language, I should be 
prepared willil}gly to assent to the measure. 

It has been represented as another grievance that exorbitant fees have been charged in 
some of the public offices. 1 have not yet been sufficiently long in the province to have 
obtained accurate information on this subject; but I am willing to concur with you in 
a revision of the fees of every office in the province, and in the appointment, should you 
think it expedient, of a commission of inquiry for that purpose. 

His Majesty has no wish on the subject, but that the remuneration of all public officers, 
from the highest to the lowest, should be so regulated as to provide for the efficient dis
charge of the public service, an object which cannot effectually be secured without a fair 
remuneration to the persons employed by the public. 

I will readily co-operate, if it be desired, with a Committee of both Houses, or of either 
House, in an inquiry not only iIlto certain rules of practice, made by the courts of law, 
which, it has been stated in addresses to the Throne, have exceeded the just authority of 
the Judges, but also into all the practice and proceedings of the superior tribunals, with 
a view to rendering them more prompt and methodical, and less expensive. I apprehend, 
however, that after such an inquiry, it might not be in the power of the Governor alone to 
apply any effectual remedy; and that I should require the concurrence of both branches of 
the Provincial I.egislature in passing an Act for the purpose. 

The clergy reserves are among the most extensive of the subjects adverted to in the com
plaints fi'om the province. The whole question, with the draft of a Bill for the adjustment 
of the claims of all parties, has been already submitted to the decision of the Legislature, 
but was lost, apparently, by some misapprehension of the intentions of His Majesty's 
Government. As the best means of removing this misapprehension, I shall cause to be 
communicated, without delay, copies of the Earl of Ripon's despatches on this subject; and 
I invite you to resume the consideration of the proposals which they contain. 

Gentlemen of the House of Assembly, 
To both branches of the Legislature I am authorized to offer my warrants for the payment 

of their contingent expenses. 
I have received the commands of our most gracious Sovereign to acquaint you that His 

Majesty is disposed to place under the control of the representatives of the people all public 
monies payable to His Majesty, or to his officers in the province, whet.her arising from 
taxes or from any other Canadian source; but that this cession cannot be made except on 
conditions which must be maturely weighed, and that to arrange such conditions for your 
consideration is one of the principal objects of the commission with which it has pleased His 
Majesty to charge myself and my colleagues. 

Our inquiries into this subject shall be pursued with unceasing diligence, and the result 
shall be submitted with all practicable speed to His Majesty's Government, and I hope in 
a session to be holden in the ensuing year, I shall be able to lay before you proposals for 
a satisfactory and conclusive arrangement. 

I have desired that the accounts which are necessary to show the financial state of the 
province, with an estimate for the current year, should be submitted to you as soon 
as possible, and every explanation respecting them which it may be in my power to afford 
shall be furnished without reserve. These accounts show the large arrears that are now due 
for salaries to public officers, and for the other ordinary expenditure of the Government; 
and I earnestly request of you to pass such votes as may effect the liquidation of these 
arrears, and provide for the maintenance of the public servants, pending the inquiry by the 
Commissioners to which I have alluded. 

Should you place the Government in this position, I am authorized to engage that no 
part orthe surplus proceeds of the Crown revenues which may accrue beyonrl the charges to 
which they are at present permanently liable, shall, in the interval of the Commissioners' 
inquiry, be applied to any purpose whatever unless with yOUl" assent. 

As connected with the subject of arrears, I am further commanded to ask of you the 
repayment, to the military chest, of the sum advanced under the sanction of His Majesty's 
Government, to meet the pressing exigencies of the public service. This advance was 
exclusively made from British funds, for the purpose of avoiding any undue interference with 
the revenues falling under the control of the Assembly, and with a strong persuasion that 
~2~ B ~ 
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it would not prejudice the satisfactory adjustment of any of the questions at issue between 
His ~Iajesty's Government and the House of Assembly. However the measure m~y ha~e 
been subsequently understood, such were the feelings with which it was adopted. It IS obvI
ous that this application does not call on you to grant th.e smal}est amoun~ more than would 
have been required if there had been no advance. HIs Majesty therefore hopes, that an 
issue made in reliance on the just and liberal feeli~gs of . the Hou~e of. Assembl.y, and de
signed for no other purpose than. to prevent an highly lllconveDient mterruptlOn of the 
general business of the province, will be cheerfully repaid. . .. 

In the absence of any legal provision for the purpose, I took on myself the. responslblhty 
of continuing the Quaran~ine Establishment at Gross.e Isle, on. the same footmg· as I fou~d 
it, relying on your liberality to make good an expenditure thus lllcurred solel~ for t~e pubhc 
advantage. I am happy to state that the establishment was closed at .an earher p~nod than 
usual, in consequence of there having been, for several w~eks prevIOusly, no sICk of any 
description in the hospital. I avail myself of this opportunity to suggest. to you the exp~
diency of indemnifying the proprietor of the is~and for i.ts pas~ occupation m th~ public 
service, and of enabling the Government to obtam pl)ssesslOn of It, should the contmuance 
there of a quarantine station be deemed advisable. . . 

I have to announce that the suit instituted by the Crown agamst the late Re~elv~r
general for repayment I)f the debt due to tl~e province, has. been. brou~ht to a termmatlon 
which makes the estate of the defendant apphcable to the satisfactIOn of the demands of the 
province. I may also announ:e t? you th~t th~ par~y aga~nst whom .the judgment has ~een 
given, has come to the determination to rehnqUIsh hiS seat In the Legislature of the province, 
and to abstain from the exercise of all rights and privileges attached to it. 

Gentlemen of the Legislative Council, 
Gentlemen of the House of Assembly, 

In requesting your attention to such useful statutes as may have recently expired, I beg 
to recommend to your more immediate notice, one, the expiration of which has affected ~he 
system of strict reciprocity requisite to be maintained in our commercial intercourse With 
the United States. I allude to the Act passed in the fourth year of the reign of His prese1!-t 
Majesty, intituled "An Act to continue for a limited time, and to amend certain Acts therem 
ment.ioned, relating to the collection of the revenue at the several inland ports of the pro
vince." I would also recommend to your consideration the whole quefition of prisons and 
prison discipline, and the expediency of adopting some more effectual methods, than at pre
sent .exist, for repressing crime, which, I regret to say, appears to be on the increase in the 
provlllce. 

• Of the Commission of which I have spoken to you, it will be the first and most urgent 
duty to prepare with deliberation, and the utmost care, and yet without delay, the heads of 
a bill for giving up to the appropriation of the House of Assembly the net proceeds of the 
hereditary revenue, and to prepare it in such a form that it may be acceptable to the various 
authorities whose sanction it may require, or under whose cognizance it may come. In 
what form precisely this important concession may be finally made, it would now be out of 
of place to discuss; but it will be necessary that two points should be secured: First, that the 
l11ana~ement of the sources of that revenue of which the proceeds are to be appropriated by 
the House of Assembly, should be reserved to officers of the Crown, whose accounts will 
be open to the inspection of the Legislature of the province: Secondly, that a provision 
should be made for the support of the Executive Government, and for the salaries of the 
Judges, by an adequate ci vii list. 

The much agitated questions respecting the tenures of land and the registry of titles, and 
aU the complicated considerations connected therewith, will also form a subject for the 
review of the Commissioners; and they are directed to make a complete investigation of 
the conflicting claims of the Crown, and of the seminary of St. Sui pice, within the seirrneury 
of 1VI0ntrea~. What ?onstitution and course of proceedings w?uld be most advantage~us for 
tIte Ex:ecubve Counc~l? What system for the gener~l educatIOn of the people? How the 
collection and apportIOnments between the two prOVInces of the duties of customs, levied 
within the waters of the St. ~a,,:rence, ~ay be best .arranged? An~ what principle ought 
hereafter to be tak.en as a gU.I~e In grantmg ?~ refUSIng .to comran~es or ass~ciations any 
powers to be exercised, or pnvJleges or capaCities to be enjoyed, wltlun the provInce are also 
questions on which the Commissioners must report to the Crown. ' 

~here are still gr~ver m~tters which l~a~e been made the grounds of petition to His 
~IaJ~sty, and I:espectmg whl~h the CommiSSioners are not precluded from entering into an 
InqUiry. But It would be .palnful to speak here of dissensions between the two Lerrislative 
bodies whom I address, or to recapitulate the faults which ha.ve been found with the con
stitution of either bo?y by the other; let me invite you, rather, to follow that example of 
for?:arance, moderatIOn, and o~ ~utual respect which, notwithstanding their differences of 
Opll1lOn, has. been recently ~xhlblted by the two Houses of the Imperial Parliament. This 
mom.ent, as It seems to me, IS a great opportunity for goo.d o~ ~or evil; let me entreat of you 
that It may not be lost or thrown away. Lower Canada IS diVided by two parties, and each 
of the~ appears to be. a~itated by apprehensions which, I trust, are exaggerated. To the 
Canadians ~f French ong~n I would say, do not fear that there is any de!iign to disturb the 
f~rlU of sOCiety under whICh yo~ haye so long been contented and prosperous. However 
dlffere~t from those of her col~msts lD other parts of the world, England cannot but admire 
the SOCial ~r~angemellts by which a smal~ num~er of enterprising colonists has grown into 
a good, rehglOus and happy race of agncultunsts, remarkable for the domestic virtues, for 

a cheerful 
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~ cheerful endurance of labour and privations, and for alertness and bravery in war. There 
l~ no t~ought of en~eavouring' to break up a system which sustains a dense rural popula
tIOn wIthout the eXistence of any class of poor. EnO'land will protect and foster the bene
volent, active and pious priesthood under whose car~, and by whose examples so much of 
order, ~f good cond~ct and of tranquil bliss is created, preserved and handed down from 
generatIOn to generatIOn. 

Of the British, and especially of the commercial classes, I would ask, is it possible you 
should suppose that there can be any design to sacrifice your interests, when it is clear to 
all the world that commerce is one of the main supports to the British system of finance, 
that without it this wonderful fabric of British power and dominion would crumble into 
dust; and that it is especially the object and purpose for which, at a vast expense, the 
mighty colonies of England are maintained in every quarter of the globe? Rely upou it, 
that the great and powerful country from whence you have removed yourselves to these 
shores, will not abandon there the policy which has established the prosperity of her people 
in every other region; and that a Government, of which constancy and good faith are the 
main elements of power, will not fail to sustain in this portion of the empire the spirit of 
that Constitution which has so long been held out as a boon to its natives, and an induce
ment to the settlers who have embarked in it their enterprise, their wealth and their hopes 
of individual happiness. 

In a declaration put forth by many among you who inhabit this city, I have seen the fol
lowing objects enumerated: First to obtain for persons of British and Irish origin and others 
His Majesty's subjects labouring under the same privations of common rights, a fair and 
reasonable proportion of the representation in the Provincial Assembly: Secondly, to obtain 
such a reform in the system of judicature, and the administration of justice as may adapt 
them to the present state of the province: Thirdly, to obtain such a composition of the Exe
cutive Council as may impart to it the efficiency and weight which it ought to possess: 
Fourthly, to resist any appointment of members of the Legislative Council otherwise than by 
the Crown, but subject to such regulation as may ensure the appointment of fit persons: 
Fifthly, to use every effort to maintain the connexion of this Colony with the parent state, 
and a just subordination to its authority; and Sixthly, to assist in preserving and maintain
ing peace and good order throughout the province, and ensuring the equal rights of His 
Majesty's subjects of all classes. If these objects are indeed all that are desired by the 
whole commercial interest, I trust it will be satisfactory to those who aim at them to know 
that there is not one of them which is not strictly within the line of duty of the King's Com
missioners to take into consideration, to receive respecting them the fullest evidence and 
information which may be offered, and finally to submit to our Gracious Sovereign and His 
Ministers their impartial and well-weighed conclusions. 

To the Canadians, both of French and British origin, and of every class and description, I 
would say, consider the blessings you might enjoy, and the favoured situation in whieh but 
for your own dissensions you would find yourselves to be placed. The offspring of the t\\O 
foremost nations of mankind, you hold a vast and beautiful country, a fertile soil, a healthy 
climate; and the noblest river in the world makes your most remote city a port for ships of 
the sea. Your revenue is triple the amount of your expenditure for the ordinary purposes of 
government; YOIl have no direct taxes, no public debt, no poor who require any other aid 
than the natural impulses of charity. If you extend your views beyond the land in which 
you dwell, you will find that you are joint inheritors of the splendid patrimony of the British 
Empire, which constitutes you, in the best sense of the term, citizens of the world, and gives 
you a home on every continent and in every ocean of the globe. There are two paths open 
to YO'l,--by the one you may advance to the enjoyment of all the advantages which lie in 
prospect before you; by the other, I will not say more, th,m that you will stop short of 
these, and will engage yourselves and those who have no other object than your prosperity, 
in darker and more difficult courses. 
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To his Excellency the Right Honourable Earl of Goifol'd, &c. &c. &c. 

May it please yoU\" ~xcellency:. . .' . 
WE, His Majesty's dutiful and loyal subjects, the Legislative CounCil of Lower Canada, 

in Provincial Parliament assembled, beg leave to return yom Excellency our thanks for 
your speech from the throne on ope.ning the present session. of the Legislature. 

We feel the importance of the circumstances under which your Excellency meets us; 
amidst difficulties which have arisen in the province, and of late years have produced 
embarrassments in the administration of the Government in consequence of the withholding 
of the supplies whic~ are required for ?cfraying the expe.nses o.f the civil establishment, and 
for carryino- the law II1to effect, of WhICh the due executIOn affords the surest pledge for the 
happiness ~nd security of society. 

We trust that His Majesty's views, as well as the meam; he has taken to make an inq uiry 
on the spot, may have the effect, by making know~ the true ~tate of things? of facilit~ting 
to His Majesty's Governm~nt the means of remedYI?g the grJeva.nce~ of Wh.lC~l the subjects 
of His Majesty in this provInce may have to complam, ang of satlsf.png t~eJf Just de~ands. 

It becomes our duty to express our gratltll~e for the views and In~entJons, and tor the 
lively solicitude of His Majesty towards tillS provlllce, as commul1lcated to us by your 
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Excellency, and of the assurance of .the firm determination of ~our Excellency to give effect 
to those wise and o-enirous intentlOns. The frank declaratlOn of YOUl' Excellency can 
hardly fail to inspir~ those sentiments of confidence so necessary between the different 
branches of the Government. 

We pray your Excellency to accept of our th~nks and the expressions o~ o';!r gratit~de 
for the assurance you giv.e us, and for the. sentlmen~s, as wel~ as for the prmCiples, ~.hlCh 
you have manifested relating to those objects, particularly with respect to the splflt of 
impartiality in the instructions received by your Excellency, and for the positive commands 
contained therein. 

We feil it our particular duty to express to your Excellency our satisfaction for what is 
contained in your speech relating to the difference of origin of the inhabitants of this pro
vince respectively, to the distribution of places, to the accumulation and incompatibility of 
certain offices in the same persons, to the refusal made to the Legislature of documents 
necessary for the prosecution of its inquiries, to the too frequent reservation of Bills for the 
signification of His Majesty's pleasure, to the use of both languages generally spoken in 
the country, of calling on the Judges for extra-judicial opinions on matters which might 
subsequently come before them for decision, of an interferel~ce in t~e ~lection.s of the 
representatives of the people, and we cannot but applaud the views of JustIce whICh your 
Excellency manifests with respect to these several objects. 

\Ve have also received with satisfaction the assurance your Excellency gives us that you 
are resolved to afford your co· operation in those measures that may lead to fix the fees in 
some of the public offices according to just and equitable principles between the public 
officers and individuals, to put an end to the complaints relating to certain rules of practice 
made by the courts of law. and to render the proceedings of the superior tribunals more 
prompt and methodical and less expensive. 

We shall thankfully receive the copies of the despatches which your Excellency pro
poses to make to us with respect to the clergy reserves, and this will be the object of our 
most serious consideration, as well as thll project of aU measures which may relate to the 
same. 

We will also give our attention to such useful statutes as have recently expired, and more 
particularly to the one which your Excellency has mentioned, passed in the fourth year of 
His present Majesty's reign, intituled, "An Act to continue for a limited time, and to 
amend certain Acts therein mentioned relating to the collection of the Revenues at the 
several Inland Ports of the Province." 

\Ve ,,,ill also give attention to the state of the prisons and their present discipline, and to 
the expediency of adopting some more efficient measures for repressing crime, and prevent
ing its increase in this province. 

Dissensions between legislative bodies are not only obstacles to the advancement of the 
public weitare, but necessarily produce public calamities; we indulge the hope that they 
will be replaced by feelings of moderation and mutual forbearance, and that we may be able 
to co-operate for the advancement of the prosperity of the country. 

":' e ha:e reason to rejoice at the opi~ion entertained by your Excellency with regard to 
~he .lI1h~bltants of th~ country, of their moral character, and of the happy results of their 
lllstltutlOns and establIshments, as well as the assurance that we shall receive the protection 
of England with regard to these objects. 

'Ye feel that it !s by !lIain~ainin(?; the .publ!c peac~ and ~ood order, ?y .ins~ring an equality 
?f rIghts to all HIS MaJ~sty s subjects 1~1 thIS provInce Without any dlstmctlOn, that we may 
mdulge the hope of bemg able to avaIl ourselves of all our resources, of a fertile soil 
a healthy climate, and of those advantages of our situation with relation to commerce and 
navi~ation. Union alone can produce this effect; our dissessions would necessarily be the 
means of paralyzing all our efforts to obtain the same. 

Legislative Council Oltice, Quebec, 9 November 1835. 

Enclosure 3, in No.1. 

}lr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the Legislative Council. 
I RETl:RN you my thanks for this Address. 
I trust that the measnres which His ~ajesty has commanded me to adopt may lead to 

the most successful results, that dissenSIOns may cease, and goodwill and harmony be 
restored. 

To t~e principles and sentiments which I ~nnounced at the opening of this session 
I ~hal\ ti.rmly adhere, persuaded that by so dOlllg I shall best discharge the duties which 
HIS Majesty ~as been pleased to confide to me, and promote the general interests of this 
great commumty. 

Castle St. Lewis, Quebec, 11 Nov. 1835. 

Enclosure ':1<, in No. 1. 

TO His Excellency the Right Honourable the Earl of Gosford, &c. &c. &c. 
)Iay it please your Excellency, 

. "YE , His. Majesty's faithful and loyal subjects the Commons of Lower Canada, in Pro-
~mclal Parhament ass~mbled, humbly thank your Excellency for your speech at the 0 _ 
mg of the present seSSlOn. pen 

We 
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We congratulate ~our E:,cellency on His Majesty's determination to call to the head of 
the govern~ent of this provmc.e, in the person of your Excellency, a distinguished individual, 
w.hose habits and former ~tatIon have, independently of his other qualifications, rendered 
~1ll1 more able to accomphs~ this important charge. We congratulate your Excellency in 
like ~a~lller on your safe amval among us. 

It IS .l~deed .under no ordinary circumstances that your Excellency has assumed the reins 
of admllllstratlOI?-' The government has not for some time past sufficiently possessed the 
confidence. of th~s Hou~e, and of the people, to fulfil the purposes of its institution. In this 
state of thul:gs, .It ~as m conformity to the ancient custom of Parliament, and in the spirit 
o~ the constItutl.on It.self, as well as for the advantage of His Majesty's subjects, and of 
his government I~l this province, that this House adopted constitutional means for obtaining 
the redress of grle~ances and abuses. We shall see with pleasure that His Majesty's go· 
vernmen~ has acqUIred that practical and local knowledge of the province which is necessary 
for the discernment of the most appropriate remedies. Tt is, therefore, with feelings of hope 
that we contemplate the extensive powers, attributions and circumstances with which your 
Excellency has commenced the arduous duties of your exalted office. 

Bearing in mind the distinction pointed out by your Excellency with reo-ard to the appli
cation of the remedies in question, we are firmly convinced of your Exc~lIency's just and 
liberal intentions in the administration of the executi ve power. In those cases where your 
Excelle~cy m~y be called upon to act jointly with the Provincial Legislature, or with this 
House III partIcular, we shall always be disposed to co-operate in every measure which may 
tend to the welfare of this province. With regard to the Bills which may require to be 
passed or sanctioned by the au.thorities in England, we have already, on more than one oc
casion, made known our desires and wishes to H is Majesty's Government. Weare firmly 
persuaded that the result of the attention which has lately been given to the desires and the 
repeated claims of this House and of the people, will be an entire conviction of their jus
tice, and that they will be granted to their fullest extent. 

We oug-ht not to fail here to declare most respectfully to your Excellency, that the great 
body of the people of this province, without distinction, consider the extension of the elective 
principle, and its application to the constitution of the Legislative Council in particular, 
the repeal of the Acts passed in Great Britain on matters concerning the internal govern
ment of the province, and fully within the jurisdiction of tbe Provincial Parliament, as well 
as of the privileges conferred by such Acts; and the full and unrestrained enjoyment on 
the part of the Provincial Legislature and of this House of their legislative and constitutional 
rights, as being essential to the prosperity, welfare 2.nd happiness of His Majesty's faithful 
Canadian subjects, and as being necessary to ensure their confidence in his government, 
and their future welfare and contentment under it, and to remove the causes which have 
been obstacles thereto. And we also most respectfully pray your Excellency that in those 
future communications to which you have alluded, between your Excellency and His Most 
Gracious Majesty, or His Government, on the subject of the great interests of this province, 
Your Excellency will be pleased not to lose sight of this firm conviction on the part of the 
people, which we feel in common with them. 

The desire manifested by your Excellency to obtain the goodwill of the Canadians of all 
ranks and classes, and the confidence and respect of the representatives of the people, is our 
warranty of your Excellency's intentions to do all in your power for the welfare of the coun
try. We thank your Excellency for your declaration that, as head of the Provincial Legis
lature, you will co-operate with us in the redress of every evil which it may be necessary to 
correct. 

His Majesty's Government must have been long convinced that the circumstances men
tioned by your Excellency as being of a nature for some time practically to exclude the 
majority of the inhabitants of this province from a due participation in the powers and ad
vantages of office,. rested on an incorrect appreciation of their serrtiments. The people 
have repeatedly defended the country in time of war; they refused to accede to the appeal 
made to them by the former British colonies on this continent, at the period which pre
ceded the independence of those colonies; they preserved their confidence in His Majesty's 
Government in times of difficulty, and under administrations which trampled on their 
dearest rights; they have, by their representatives, laboured to insure to all classes of their 
fellow subjects, without distinction, a participation in all the political and natural advantages 
of the country, and firmly to establish in this province the Constitutional and Parliamentary 
Law of Great Britain, and such other portions of its institutions as appeared to the people 
to be salutary and protecting, and consonant to their wants. It is, therefore, with satisfac
tion that we have heard your Excellency disclaim, on the part of His Majesty and of the 
British people, the motives to which the practice heretofore followed has been necessarily 
attributed. We welcome, with a like feeling, your Excellency'S declaration, that your in
structions enjoin upon you the utmost impartiality and entire disregard of unj ust dis
tinctions. 

We thank your Excellency for the frank and open avowal of the salutary principle, that 
in every country to be acceptable to the great body of the people is one of the most 
essential elements of fitness for public station. 'tV e shall rejoice to hear that arrangements 
have been adopted to lay before the competent authorities a more particular account than 
heretofore of the exercise of the Royal authority in the appointment to public office in this 
province. We perfectly appreciate the motives by which His Majesty is actuated, yet we 
cannot but feel some anxiety lest the too frequent appeal to His Majesty should, in certain 
cases, have an effect contrary to his gracious intentions. 

It will be of the greateit advantage that the cumulation of incompatible offices in the 
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same person should be completely remedied. Your Excellency cannot fail to re~ember 
that the particular cases to which you have bee,lI please~ to declare ~hat your attentIOn has 
been already given were, among others, provIded agamst by ,a BIll pll:ssed ,by the t~o 
Houses of the Provincial Parliament, and subsequently taken mto consIderatIOn by HIs 
Majesty's Government. This circumstance and the complaints which have uniformly been 
made on this subject would have led us to hope that your Excelle~cy would ~ave been 
invested with the powers necessary to enable youI' Excelle~cy forthwIth ,to ~arry mto effect 
your determination on the subject of the salutary separatIOn of the prmclpal component 
parts of the Government. We should be happy to see established ahat responsibility on 
the part of the executive power in this province to the Legislature thereof, and to this 
House in particular, which is happily established in the United Kingdom, and imparts 
strength and security to its institutions. We moreover, confidently ,hope t~at t~e arrange
ments your Excellency has been pleased to mention WIll be spee,dlly carried mto effect. 
Your Excellency has also been pleased to declare to us that your vIews are not confined to 
t.hese cases, and that no union of incompatible and incongruous offices will be wIllingly 
acquiesced in by your Excellency. 

The intention announced by your Excellency to communicate to this House all despatches, 
accounts, papers and information of which in the course of our deliberations we may 
have need, is of a nature to call for our particular acknowledgments. We duly appreciate 
the fears of His Majesty's Government, that we may have been exposed to some incon
veniences arising from this source. \ V e expect the greatest advantage from the unreserved 
assistance which your Excellency has been pleased to promise us, with regard particularly 
to every thing connected with the revenue and with finance; and we hope that, with your 
Excellency's aid, the inquiries which this House will continue and institute will have 
a happy effect on the legislation, and on the future welfare of the country. We venture 
to hope that these inquiries, in conjunction with those which this House has already made, 
will furnish extensive information on the statistics of the province, and may aid your 
Excellency in collecting the information and forming the opinions which your Excellency 
has announced your intention of transmitting to His Majesty's Government. 

By abandoning the too frequent practice of reserving Bills f'.lr the signification of His 
Majesty's pleasure, and that of delaying the communication of the Royal pleasure, as \VeIl 
with regard to such Bills as to the Addresses of this House, the executive authorities will 
concur in consolidating in the province itself an effective and regular Government, adapted 
to provide in the best manner for the wants of its inhabitants. This amelioration of the 
practice on this subject may also be especially favourable to the establishment of colleges 
and schools for the advancement of Christian knowledge and of sound learning, unattended 
by those delays which your E~cellency believes that, under a contrary system, the greatellt 
zeal and activity ill His 1\1 ajesty's service would be insufficient to obviate. The deep and 
personal interest which Hi::; Majesty designs to take in the affairs of this province have 
happily Ruggested to him a measure which we cannot but applaud. 

His Majesty's displeasure, announced beforehand by your Excellency, at any conduct on 
the part of the Government liable to the imputation of giving to the English an undue 
preference over the French language, of calling upon the judges for extra-judicial opinions 
on questions which may subsequently come before them for decision, or of interfering in 
the ele~tions of the representatives of the people, will be one of the elements of order and 
security; and we are persuaded that your Excellency can have no motive for not givin~ 
the fullest effect to His Majesty's injunctions on this head. 

With respect to the idea of any undue partiality to the English language over that which 
makes part of the laws and institutions, guaranteed in the most solemn manner to His 
Majesty's Canadian subjects, we learn with pleasure that His Majesty disapproves and is 
desirous to prevent the adoption of any practice which would deprive either class of his 
subjects of the use of the language with which early habits and education have rendered 
them most familiar. \Ve flatter ourselves that the due consideration which your Excellency 
will doubtless bestow with regard to fitness of the persons who may compose the tribunals 
and fill the several public offices, will suffice for the future to insure respect for the incon
testable rights of all classes of the inhabitants of this country. 

W ~ sha~l give, our e~l.1'nest atte~tion to the subject of the fees demanded by divers public 
functlOn~m:s, ~'Ith a vIew to revIse and regulate the sa~e by, the ~upreme authority of the 
law. ~IS MaJe;,;ty may be assured that we s~all be gUIded 111 thIS behalf by the nature of 
the ~ervlC~s to be l'emune~ated, the state and, Clfcumstances of the province, and the various 
consIderatIOns due to the 111terests of all portIOns of the public weal, and to the advancement 
of the moral condition and of the industry of the people. 
~ e shall accept wi~h pleasure Y0ll:r Excellency's co-operation with this House in an 

mq~.llfy mto t~e practICe and proceedmgs of the superior tribunals, with a view to ensure 
theil' c<?nformlty to the law, and to render them more prompt and methodical, as well as less 
expensIve. ,,7 e h~pe that th~ same g?od unders~andin~ will continue to exist between your 
Excellency and thIS House, If anv bIlls on tins subject should be brought before the 
l~rovincial Parliament. -

On the ~ubject <?f the Clergy Reserve,s, we ,regret that, we ha,ve to, state to your Excellency 
that, notwlthstan,dlllg the benevolent mtentlOns of HIS Majesty s Government, of which 
your Excellency IS pleased ,to assure us, our appreh~nsions have been justified by the dis
posal of a consIderable portIOn of the waste lands 10 the manner which we had foreseen. 
As we have already expressed ~ur opinion to His l\lajesty's Gove1'11ment on this head, we 
shall confine ourselves to assunng your Excellency that we shall enter zealously into the 

examination 
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ex.amin~tion ,of the whole question, with. the hope of bein~ able to agree to the vIews. of 
HIs Majesty s Government, at the same tIme that we shall respect the rights of all parties 
and maintain the common or individual interests of all the inhabitants of this province. 

We thank your Excellency for having recognized the constitutional privileges of this 
House, with regard to its contingent expences. 

The declaration of His Most Gracious Majesty, whereby we are led to hope that the 
legitimate control of the representatives of the people will be exercised over all public 
monies payable to His Majesty, or to his officers in the province, whether arising from 
taxes, or &om any other Canadian source, carries with it the admission of an incontestable 
and essential prineiple, calculated to insure that efficiency and responsibility which are so 
much to be desired in the Government, and to maintain that constitutional control which 
the people have a right to exercise by their representatives over every branch of the Exe
cutive Government. On this head, which embraces a vast number of matters of detail, 
we shall receive with respect, and will take into our most serious consideration, every com
munication from His Majesty's Government, or from your Excellency, which you may be 
pleased to make to us; and we trust that they will tend to facilitate at an early period the 
conclusive and satisfactory settlement of all financial difficulties. Our labours on this 
subject will be conducted with the same unceasing dilirrence which your Excellency is 
pleased to promise to bestow on it. 0 

'We shall receive in the same spirit the accounts necessary to show the financial state of 
the province, with such estimates and explanations as your Excellency may be pleased to 
lay before us. 

All matters of this nature are so essentially connected with the interests of our constituents 
and the peculiar privileges of this House, that we cannot fail to be guided in our determi
nations respecting them by what we believe to be the constitutional privileges ofthis branch 
of the Legislature, and for the welfare of the province. 

The request made by your Excellency, in consequence of measures heretofore adopted 
by the executive power, and with regard to which we have already humbly expressed our 
opinions to His Majesty's Government, is so intimately connected with the same rights and 
privileges, that it wiII be our duty to take it into consideration with the same views and 
sentiments. 

We ought, however, to express to your Excellency our conviction that the application of 
any sums of money, subject to the control of this House, without the consent of the repre
sentatives of the people, would tend to create an obstacle to the arrangements contemplated 
by His Majesty's Government, which we most sincerely desire to see completed. 

'Ve are thankful to Providence for having exempted this province, during the summer of 
the present year, from the ravages of the scourge which had necessitated sanitary precau
tions on an extensive scale. The discontinuance, by vour Excellency, of some of these 
precautions at an earlier period than usual, appears to u~ to have been conformable to the 
circumstances under which it took place. We shall not fail to make good any just and 
reasonable expenses incurred in carrying the said precautions into effect. We shall also 
take into consideration the expediency of indemnifying the proprietor of Grosse Isle, and of 
purchasing it for the public uses of the province. 

The judicial decision .of the suit instituted by the Crown against the late Receiver-general, 
which your Excellency has announced to us, adds to the hope we entertain that the right 
of the province to be reimbursed will be acted upon. 

We shall give our attention to the useful statutes which have recently expired. We shall 
also continue our deliberations on the question of prisons and prison discipline, and on the 
expediency of adopting some more effectual measures than at present exist for the sup
pression of crime. 

Any sufficient and constitutional measure, tending to facilitate the exercise of the right 
of this House to the control of the whole revenue raised in this province, shall be received 
by us with a due appreciation of the motives by which it shall. have been dictated, and of 
the advantages to be derived from it. Every communication on this subject will be re
ceived with respect, and examined with attention. 

The questions connected with the internal government of this province will continue to 
form one of the subjects of ourtabours; and we hope that, with the intentions manifested by 
His Majesty's Government, the Bills which may from time to time be passed by this House 
on the various matters connected with these questions, will be productive of results advan
tageous to the country. We confidently expect the same results in those matters which 
are more especially within the province of His Majesty's Government. 

We pray to be allowed to assure your Excellency that the representations which have 
been made by this House and by the people, on the subject of the present constitution of 
the legislature of this province, were so made after mature deliberation, and most careful 
consideration of the principles of government, and of past events. With a conscientious 
conviction of its necessity, and in our desire to establish harmony between the high consti
tuted authorities in this province, and to insure the happiness of its inhabitants for a long 
period to corne, as a portion of the empire over which His Most Gracious Majesty presides, 
we have prayed for the extension of the elective principle to the I,egislative Council. The 
general opinion of the people gives additional strength to our conviction that no armnge
ment of a merely administrative and temporary nature could produce that harmony which, 
in common with your Excellency, we have so much at heart, with a view to the full and 
effective representation in the Legislature of the country of the rights, interests, desires and 
wants of the people thereof. 
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Your Excellency cannot doubt our earnest desire to labour for the happine~s of the peo
ple, with those dispositions and sentim~nts wi~h which the high trust vested m us ough.t to 
inspire us. Elected by the people of this provInce,. from among whom. we con~e, and Into 
the midst of whom we are to return to partake their lot, we cannot fail at all times to feel 
an anxious desire to promote the welfare of all, and to see the Legislature contribute effec
tively to the advancement of the public prosperity. 

We thank your Excellency for the declaration, that there is no design to disturb the form 
of society in this province, or the rights of any class of its inhabitants, and that the great 
interest~ of agriculture and commerce are sure of just. protection. We feel fl~tt~red. by. the 
manner In which your Excellency has already appreciated the moral and SOCIal InstitutIOns 
of this country; and we trust that your Excellency will be daily more and more ?onvinced 
of the public and private virtues of its inhabitants of all classes and of all origms. The 
qualities of the priesthood of all denominations, are amon?" our guarantees that we shall 
continue to possess these advantages. We can assure your ~xcellency that we shall apply 
ourselves, as we have heretofore done, to the fulfilment of our duty towards all, with brotherly 
impartiality, and we trust our fellow-subjects from different portions of the British empir~, 
who have or may come to settle among us, will find here ali that protection which is req~l
site to their happiness and the encouragement of their industry, and that their efforts Will, 
jointly with ours, tend to promote the common welfare of all. 

With regard to the opinions expressed by the great body of the people, and by this 
House on the public affairs of this province, your Excellency will perceive that they have 
not been and are not founded in any manner whatsoever on distinctions of nation or of 
origin, and that the due appreciation of this fact cannot but tend to create a firm conviction 
of those sentiments of equal justice to all, of which we humbly believe that the represen
tatives of the people of this province have given ample proof. We believe that the House 
of Assembly, in fact as well as in principle, represents the interests and wishes of the great 
body of inhabitants of this province of every origin; and animated as we are by the con
sciousness of the duties which this position imposes on us, there is no class of our fellow 
subjects, of whatever origin, persuasion or opinion they may be, to whom we are not 
disposed to afford equal aid and protection. 

We duly appreciate the advantages ,vhich Providence has bestowed on this country, 
and we entertain no doubt of the high degree of prosperity and happiness to which its 
inhabitants might attain under an enlightened, liberal and responsible Government. We 
confidently expect to obtain a Government of this nature, which will be a pledge to us for 
our future enjoyment of all the blessings to which we look forward through the firmness of 
the people, and the attention given to the interests of the country by His Majesty's 
Government. 'We also entertain the hope that, with the intention!! expressed by your 
Excellency, this great work of liberty and peace will be accomplished under your 
Excellency'S administration. 

House of Assembly, Quebec, 
Friday, 6 Nov. 1835. 

(signed) L. J. Papineau, 
Speaker of the House of Assembly. 

Enclosure 5 in No. 1. 

Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the House of Assembly, 
I THAl\K you for this Address, and especially for the flattering and kind manner in which 

you have spol(en of myself. 
It will be my constant study to adhere faithfully to the line of conduct which I stated 

to YOIl at the opening of this session, and I shall feel truly rejoiced to find that course 
promote the good understanding which it is so desirable to see re-established in . this 
Province. 

Castle St. Lewis, Quebec, 9 November 1835. 

-No.~.-

COpy of a DESPATCH from the Earl of Gosjord to Lord Glenelg. 

Castle of St. Lewis, Quebec, 
My Lord, :0 March 1836. 

h compliance with an Address of the House of Assembly presented to me On 
the ith instant, I have the honour to transmit for the purpose of being laid at the 
foot of the Throne, an Address from that body to His Majesty on the state of the 
Province, and on certain parts of the ins tructions to the King's Commissioners m 
Lower Canada. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Gosjord. 
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Enclosure in No.2. 

To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 
Enclosure in No. fJ. 

May it please Your Majesty, 
. '':" e, your. Majesty's faithful and loyal subjects, the Commons of Lower Canada in Pro

vmclal ~arhament asse!nbled, humbly approach Your Majesty's throne for the purpose of 
expr~ssmg once mor~, III the name of the people we represent, our firm though respectful 
0P.InIOn o~ the necessity of the reforms w~ have so often prayed for in the constitution of 
th!s P~ovmce, and of the !edress of the grIevances and abuses which have prevailed therein. 
We selz~ the same occasl.on ~o make known o~Jr sentiments wit.h regard to a portion of the 
rece!!t views and determInatIO~s of Y?ur Majesty's Government, in so far as it has been 
p.osslb.le for us to b~come acquamted Wlt~ them. We pray Your Majesty to believe in our 
smcenty. We desue, as the represent~ttves of a reople, who have even in times of difficulty 
shown lI: strong attachment to the empire over whICh Your Majesty presides, not to forget 
the .sentlments .of respect we owe to Y ?ur ~ajesty's sacred person, and which Your Royal 
a.ttnbutes requ.ue; but .at th~ same time It would be culpable in us to sanction by our 
sll~nce any mlsconceptio!! with regard t~ the nature of the improvement and reforms re
qUired, or to the constitutIOnal and practical system of government which we desire to see 
establis~led in this province, and which we believe to be equally in accordance with the 
true prmciples of the constitution, the incontestible rio-hts of the inhabitants of this 
~r?vince, and their natural and social position, and with their wishes, interests and neces
liHtIes. 

When we solemnly repeat, that the principal object of the political reforms, which this 
House and the people of this province have for a great number of years used every effort to 
obtain, and which have frequently been detailed to Your Majesty, is to extend the elective 
principle to the Legislative Council, a branch of the Provincial Legislature which, by its 
opposition to the people, and by reason of its imperfect and vicious constitution, has proved 
insufficient to perform the functions for which it was originally created; to render the Exe
cutive Council directly responsible to the representatives of ihe people, conformably to the 
principles and practice of the British constitution as established in the United Kingdom ;'
to place under the wholesome and constitutional control of this House the whole public 
revenue raised in this Province, from whatever source tlerived i-to obtain the repeal of cer
tain Acts passed by the Parliament of the United Kingdom, in which the people of this 
Province are not represented, with regard to the internal affairs of this Province, making its 
territory and best resources the subject of unfair speculation and monopoly, and which 
we hold to be a violation of the rights of the Legislature and of the people of this Province; 
to ensure equal rights and impartial justice to all classes of the inhabitants of this Province; 
-to abolish sinecures and the accumulation of incompatible offices ;-to redress the numer
ous abuses which prevail in the various departments of the public service i-to obtain for 
the Provincial Legislature, with regard to the internal affairs of the Province, and more 
especially over the management and settlement of the waste lands thereof, for the benefit of 
all classes of Your Majesty's subjects without distinction, that essential control which 
would be the direct consequence of the principles of the constitution. When we say we 
respectfully repeat to Your Majesty these our demands, and declare our firm intention to 
persevere in asking them, as being alone calculated to ensure the liberty, peace and welfare 
of this Province, and the confidence of the people in the Government, and to cement their 
political union with the United Empire, we can scarcely fear that we should not be under
stood by Your Majesty. We shall, however, add to our humble declarations some new facts 
which must tend yet more to convince Your Majesty of the justice of what we ask, and of 
the correctness of the view we take of the common interest of the mother country and of 
this colony. 

We are bound, in the first place, to thank Your Majesty for having recalled the head of 
the Executive Government, and for having appointed as his successor a distinguished per
sonage, who, independently of his qualifications as an individual, of which we have no mo
tive for doubting, was, from his previous habits and position, more likely to comprehend our 
wishes and our wants. A t the opening-of the present session of the Provincial Parliament 
we had to applaud the principles of order and justice enounced in the speech delivered from 
the throne by his Excellency the Governor-in-chief of this Province, on divers matters con
nected with the administration of the government, and which might become the subject of 
our deliberations. In our firm hope that the efforts of Your Majesty's Government to do 
full justice to the people of this country would be continued without relaxation, in a spirit 
of enlightened liberality, we have by OUl' answer shown that confidence could still exist on 
our part and on that of the people in Your Majesty's Government. We believed so much the 
more firmly, that the declaration of which we have just spoken, and the extraordinary attri
butions and circumstances which accompanied the usual powers of Your Majesty's repre
sentative, were our guarantees that the essential and vital subjects which were only spoken 
of to us as matters for the future deliberation and decision of Your Majesty and Your Par
liament, would be looked at in the same comprehensive spirit, and with the same views, and 
above all, that the researches and determinations adapted to throw light on the solution of 
these weighty questions would not be restrained by any formal refusal of the demands which 
were to form the matter of investigation, nor by any final determination to maintain at all 
events the pretensions raised from time to time on divers subjects of colonial policy by Your 
Majesty's responsible Ministers, and which called forth the remonstrances of this House and 
the people; matters which, as YOUI' Majesty was pleased to assure us, were to be equally ,the 
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Enclosure in No.2. subject of resear~h and deliberation. We. th~ught, that wi.thout brin~ing ~orward unju~t and 
_ inapplicable theories of metropolitan dommatton and colomal abasement, without recurnng to 

a system proved false by memorable examples, regard wo~ld be had exclusively to the. prin
ciples of the constitution, the mutual int~rests of all p~~bes, an~ .the peace, welfare, rights, 
wishes a,.nd wants of these important portIOns of the British dOlmlllons. It could, theref~re. 
only be with lively anxiety that we were brought to suppose, from the k~owledge whICh 
reacheu us, at first indirectly, and afterwards by the offiCial channel, of certalll extracts from 
a De;;.patch, dated the 17th of J ul.y 1835, ad~ressed by Your Majesty's ~rinciral Secretary 
of State for the Colonies, to certam persons III Lower Canada, (ullacquaillted as we more
over are with the tenor of the other parts of the same document, and with any subsequent 
instructions,) that in point of fact the researches authorized by Your Majesty, for the pur
pose of ascertaining the means of doing justice to Your Canadian subjects, were, on several 
of the most essential points, limited by preconceived opinions and anticipated decisions in 
the manner hereinbefore set forth. Weare bound on this head to declare, that in the face 
of obstacles like these, if Your l\Iajesty's Government should persist in maintaining th.em. 
and without Your Royal assent to the es.;ential reforms we expect, no measure of nllnor 
importance can have the effect desired; that the delay occasioned by the investigations an
llounced, will lierve only to embolden the enemies of the people of this Province and of 
Your ;\1 ajesty's Government in their hopes of dissension and violence, and that the best 
intentions or even acts on the part of the head of the Provincial Executive, even in conjunc
tion with the efforts of this House and of the people, might be wrecked in contending against 
the deep rooted system of vice and abuse which has robbed Your Majesty's Government in 
this Province of all efficiency and respect, and has endangered the liberties and safety of 
the inhabitants of Canada. 

At the head of the reforms which we persist in considering as essential, is the introduc
tion of the principle of popular election into the constitution of the Legislative Council. 
The people of the country without distinction regard this body, as at present constituted, 
as factiously opposed to its institutions, its state of society, its feelings, and its wants, and 
as havillg been and as being necessarily the strong hold of oppression and abuses. They 
continue in like manner to believe that any partial reform which shall stop short of the in
troduction of the elective principle, will be altogether insufficient, and will, as leavin!5 the 
inherent vice untouched, bring back the same evils and the same collisions. We think, 
that with regard to the constantly baneful action of the Legislative Council, we have amply 
explained ourselves to Your Majesty, and that no other proof than the past and the present 
acts of that body is needed to remove all doubt as to the nature and spirit of the improve
ments to be introduced illto it. lVe look, in this respect, upon the Act of 1791, givino
Legislators for life to the Canadian Provinces, at the mere pleasure of the executive alltho~ 
l'ity, as an unfortunate experiment, followed by most unhappy consequences. We also look 
upon this experiment as entirely foreign to the British Constitution. We regret that in 
the extracts from the despatches we have mentioned, an attempt is made, by begging the 
question, to infer an analogy which does not exist, for the purpose of aggravating certain 
specious objections against an Elective Council. We would respectfully pray Your 
Majesty to remark, that the influence which prevailed in the Cl)uncils of the Empire, at the 
period ,\'~en ~h~ Act .of .1791 wa~ p~ssed, ",:as calcul~ted to give an undue preponderance 
tG the anstocratic pnnclple, whIle, 111 Amenca, the 1I1depeudent state and the progress of 
so~iety repelled any doctrine of this nature, and dema.nded the extension of the contrary 
pnnclple. We must also express our regret, that whIle Your Majesty's representative in 
this Province has solicited the co-operation of the two HOllses of the Provincial Legislature 
to labour at the reform of abuses, and while this House is fully disposed to grant that co
?peration, the constant opposition of the Legislative Council is of a nature to prevent so 
Important an appeal from bemg followed by any result. For our!!!elves we are conscious 
that we have ever been, and are still guided in our labours by our conviction of what was 
for th~ f!Te~test ad.vantage of the people, an~ best adapted to cause Your Majesty's Govern
ment 111 thIS Prov1l1ce to be respected, cherIshed and strengthened; and firm ill our deter
mination to pursue the same course, we pray Your Majesty to believe that we shall not 
depart from it. . 

We are not ignorant that some individuals interested in the maintenance of bad govern
m~nt, and accu~tollled to a system of .ascendancy ~n.d ~omination,. pretend that harmony 
~ll1ght ?e e.stal~h~hed be~we~l1 the constItu.ted authontles 111 th~ Prov111ce, by introducing in 
ItS terntonal limits, or Ill. tde representatIOn .of the people, VIOlent changes, of which the 
s?le ~nd ~ould be to depnve a numerou~ pOI·tlOn of Your Majesty's subjects of a due parti
CIpatIOn III the advantages of the ?onstJtutlO~, a~d ~o establish invidious political prefer
ences, as a pre~ude ,to the subversl?n of the. lI~stltutI?ns. of the Province, at the very time 
when Your Majesty s Government IS. pr~cla~mmg prmclples of equal justice to all, and 
acknowledges the exce~lenc~ of our lIl~tl.t'!tlOns. We rely too much on the honour of 
the G?vernment to beheve 1\1 t~e .pOSSlbllIty of attempts which would destroy all the ties 
that bmd the people to Great Bntalll, and wou~d force them to regret their allegiance. We 
~annot, however, but exp~ess our regret that 111 the extracts already mentioned, as well as 
III seve~al other lIlii'tanc~s,. It has appeared as if ~he. s.ame importance was attached to the 
calum~lOus. representatIOns of a small. nUJU~er of lIldlvlduals, supporting the abuses of past 
a?mUllstratlOns, as to the solemn dehberatlOns an~ ulJvaryin~ opinions of the representa
tI~e~ of the people, .who fo~m a branch of the LegIslature whICh no prejudice against theil' 
orlgm can succeed I~ causmg t? be regarded as less essential than the other and co-ordi
nate br~nc~. In thiS. systematIc }?ractice of as~imilating a recognized authority, acting in 
a constItutIOnal capacity, to the dIsorderly passIOns which seek to overthrow it, the people 
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of this country ~ight in, the, end see a desire to misunderstand the esse~ce and unity of Enclosure in No.2, 
the popula,r prmClple a~tmg m the G~vern~e~lt, while the aristocratic principle is upheld by 
~ttachmg It to the LegislatIVe CounCIl, as If It were part of the essence of the constitution 
Itself: We ?ave at least the satisfaction of seeing that the great body of ·the inhabitants 
?f this Pro~m~e, of every cr~ed and of every origin, are satisfied with the share they have 
~n the ~rovmClal representation, a~d, that,our, fellow-subjects of the less numerons origin 
m partICular, acknowledge the sl?ll'lt ~f Justice and brotherly love with which we have 
endeavoured to ensure to all the m~ablt~nts?f the country, a participation in its political 
and natural advantages" 'Ve perceive 111 this happy union another guarantee of o'ood 
goyernm,en~, a~ld an antidote against the tortuous policy which it is sought to suppo~t by 
unjust dlstmctlOns, 

Even admitting, in opposition to principles and to facts, that the Legislative Council of 
Lower Canada had some analogy to the House of Lord~, it would not follow that the con
stitution. of the said Council' 'Ought not to undergo any chancre, when such chan[!e shall 
become necessary to the stability of the Govel'llment, and to the common welfare- of the 
people, since the happy modifications in the institutions of the United Kingdom, which 
h~ve ~ssured to 7,000,000 of men their civil and political rights, which have dispensed 
wIth mtolerant tests, and have purified and equalized the representation of the people 
although opposed at first by the powers of the day, as contrary to the constitution, found 
at length their placE in the statute book, to the great benefit of Your Majesty's Govern
ment, and of Your subjects, What the inhabitants of the three Kingdoms asked and 
obtained for themselves, under given circumstances, we ask for ourselves under circum
stances very little dissimilar, and "c believe that when we shall have obtained them, the 
constitution will have lost nothing of its essence or of its efficiency, but will, on the con
trary, have acquired an element of strength and activity rendering it more fit to attain the 
objects of its institution, the happiness and contentment of the people. 

Respecting, as "'c do, the expression of the Royal Pleasure, we yet regret that the Minis
ters of the Crown should ha\"e declared that Your Majesty was mo;;t unwilling to admit that 
the question of an Elective Legislative Council was a subject open to debate in this Province. 
'Ye beg to be permitted to represent to Your Majesty, that it is 110t within the province of 
the Colonial Secretary to limit the subjects which are to engage the attention of this House 
and the people it represents, within the required forms, with the view of improving the 
laws and condition of the Province. A gainst this infringement of the liberties of the sub
ject, by one of Your Majesty's responsible servants, we dare to appeal to the supreme 
authority of the Empire, to that of Your Majesty sitting in Your High Court of Parliament. 

\Ve do not intend to discuss the historical points of English colonial government on which 
we venture to differ with your Majesty's l\Jinisters, Time has solved the problem, and we 
firmly believe that those happy countries to which these questions refer would never have 
attained the degree of prosperity which they now enjoy, either under the old Colonial 
Government or under a system like that which successivc Colonial TvIini3ters have esta
blished and maintained in this colony. 

au the subject of the Executive Council, we abstain hom entering on any details, be-' 
cause we hold this question to be closely connected in practice with the other more impor
tant subjects of colonial policy, We shall confine ourselves to saying, that the full and 
entire recognition of the rights of this House, and of th~ people? b~ those whom Y?ur 
Majesty may be pleased to call to Your Counclls, aud then constItutlOnal respollsJ bJllty, 
based upon the practice of the United Kingdom, will be essential motives for confidence in 
Your Majesty's Government., ' , 

'Ve have also asktd, and we now aga1l1 ask, for the repeal of certaIn noxlCJus Acts, of 
which the people of the country have ~omplained; "'e ,~ish, among otIH',rs, t? mention the 
Act of ihe sixth year of our late Sovereign George the l'ourth, '1 our Majesty s Royal Lro
ther, chapter 59, commonly called the "~'cn~~es' Act," ,a~d als~ the, more recent Act 
granting certain privileges to a c~mpany, of mdlVlduals, rei:ildmg c!llefly ll~. London, whose 
object is to make the lands of this Provmce a subject of specu!atlOn, "lth regard tO,the 
former of these Acts, its nature and its effects, our complall1ts have been so detaIled 
and so numerous, that we shall abstain from repeating them; we shall only add, that 
recent decisions of the superior tribunals of the countr~ have refused, any vali?ity to 
the proceedings of the pretended Court of ~scheats esta~lIshed by th,e said Act, wlllcll h~s 
in fact merely served as a pretext for creatmg several, smecures, 'paid out of tl~e publIc 
revenue of this Province, and which we have not recogl1lzed, and wIiI never recogmze. \Ve 
pray Your Majesty, then, that being at length convinced of th~ baneful,efi~cts o,f the sa.id 
Act on the social institutions of this Province, the common nghts oj ItS mhabltants, and 
the ~ettlement of the waste lands therein, without its containing one redeeming beneficial 
provision, but when, on the contrary, it has tended solely to f~v?ur tl~e seigneur, whi~e it 
professes to be intended for the relief of the m~ss of t,he censitall'e~, It l1l,ay plea~e \ our 
Majesty to recommend to Your Parliament the Immediate repeal of the .sald Act, 111 , order 
that the Provincial Legislature ma: be no 10,Jlge~ prevented from enactmg laws (as It has 
the right to do) on the numerous subjects whICh It has been pretend~d to regulate bY,the 
said A ct, and in order that we in particular, as one branch of that Leglsl,ature, may ~o J u~
tice in that behalf to our constituents in a manner adapted to their lllterests and their 
wants with which we have better m;ans of being acquainted than any authority sitting 
witho~t this Province. On ,the subject of the latter of th~ said A.cts, ,,"c ,hav~, as ,w,e,ll 
before it was passed, and With the knowledge and approb~tlOn of \ o,ur MaJest~ s MllllS
teTs while it was in progress through the Houses of Pari;ament, ,as sll1c,e t~at tmlC, n~ade 
equally numerous representations, We know that one of the effects of thiS Act, be~l~es 
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Enclosure in No.2. authorizing monopoly in improved la~ds already owned and occ?~ied by the people of this 
Province, has been to confirm the Illegal sale of. nearly: .a million of acres of .t~e wast.e 
lands of this Province, made to the said company III ~dd~tlOl1 to the unusual privileges .It 
confers on the same company, with regard to t~e .apphca.tlOn of the proceeds of the said 
sale, privileges which .belong sole.ly to the ProvinCial Leglsla~Ul'e, w~ose powers haye been 
therein usurped. This subject IS also closely connected with the Illcontesta.ble right of 
British subjects inhabiting this Province, and of those .who come to .settle therem~ not to be 
taxed without their free consent, expressed through their representatIves. The said sale has 
also rendered impossible the free settlement ~f the most ad vantage?us portion of the accessi.ble 
lands, and, properly speaking, the only portIOn of thes~ lands whICh had escaped the ~ctlO~ 
of the system of fraud, speculation and monopoly w~ICh . the ~ervants of Your. Majesty s 
Government in this Province have constantly mamtamed 111 thiS department. We humbly 
believe, that independently of the high considerations aforesaid, an essential point. of the 
public law of the country has been lost sight of, namely, that the waste la~ds of thiS Pr~
vince are not, may it please Your Majesty, of the same nature as the hereditary and patrI
monial property belonging to YOUI' Majesty's Crown, any more than they had that character 
when they were held by His Most Chri~tian M~jesty. They form~d t~en, and we deem that 
they form at this day, part of the publIc domam of the state whICh III the several depen
dencies of the Empire, is committed to Your Majesty's paternal care for the benefit of their 
inhabitants, and of other subjects of Your Majesty who may wish to settle therein, and is 
subject to the supreme authority of Parliament; and we conceive that in this Province the 
Provincial Parliament is fully and exclusively invested with this authority, the exercise of 
which we shall never willingly renounce. We believe we have given too many proofs that we 
are perfectly disposed to exercise it for the advantage of all classes of Your Majesty's 
subjects, to render it possible that any consideration foreign to the laws and constitution~ 
should induce the Parliament of the United Kingdom 01' YOUI' Majesty's Ministers forcibly 
to abridge, in this point, the rights of the Provincial Parliament. 

If other arguments than those drawn from constitutional law, and from the public law of the 
country, were requisite to demonstrate the correctness of the view we take of this question, we 
would say, that in practice, other portions of the public domain of this Province, which were a 
source of profit at an earlier period, have continued to be administered as having precisely 
the same character as before the cession of the country; that in divers instances no objec
tion has been raised to the various Acts of the Provincial Parliament on matters therewith 
connected; and that from the moment when the very Act which defines the forms of our 
present constitution went into operation (a circumstance which cannot but have weiO'ht 
with Your :.vl ajesty), Your Majesty's Government has recognized the nature and destination 
of the waste lands of this Province by the very circumstance of reserving and continuinO'to 
this day to reserve a seventh part thereof to belong more particularly to the Crown, and to 
be under its special control. Instead of this seventh, the executive authorities have taken 
possession of the whole of these lands, of which they have disposed for the personal advan
tage of their members, and of their friends and subalterns, for the purpose of planting cor
ruption in the representation and among the people, of securing an undue irresponsibility in the 
Provincial Administrations, and of withdrawing them altogether from the control and influ
ence of this House. To justify their former waste, and to retain the same means of bad 
government for the future, the same authorities established as a doctrine what had thereto
fore been only a culpable act; and these pretensions, rendered powerful by their own effects 
have unhappily made their way to Your Majesty's Throne, and to the Supreme Councils of 
the United Kingdom. 

U ndel" the ancient government in Canada, the settlement of the wild lands, under a system 
as regular and easy as possible, and adapted to the circumstances of the climate, the laws 
manners and locality by the then inhabitants, al~d by others. of their fellow-subjects wh~ 
co~e to settle among them, was regarde~ as a pomt so essentlal, that a great portion of the 
ancient law of the country relates to thiS subject, and lays down rules which ensure the 
right ?f the popul3:tion .to obtain lots of lan~ fo~ the purpose of cultivating them, and which 
establ!sh the rel3:tlve fights of all the partIe~ ll~terested. We con?eive, that .the power of 
-ensurmg the effiCiency of these laws, of modlfymg them, or enactmO' others III their stead 
in case of need, has devolved solely upon the Provincial Parliament. OWe regret that since 
the change of dominion the exactions of certain seigneurs, and the undue favours which 
have been con~erred o.n others under the Ten~reR' Act, on the one hand, and the pretensions 
of the Executive to dispose of these lands Without control on the other hand have entirely 
nullified the advantages :vhich w~~'e best ad~p~ed ~o a~vance the moral and physical welfare 
of the people, and to give stablhty to their 111stttutlOns and to their political existence as 
a happy and affectionate ~o~tion of Your Majesty's subjects. We are sure that the pe~ple 
of Canada, of what.ever ongm, have equally had reason to complain of the vices and ab . 
above mentioned. \\' e cannot belie~e that while rights so essential were recognized ~~~J 
r~spected un?er an abs?lu.te mon~rc~lcal government, the operation of the British constitu
tlO,!, t~ough Imperfect 111 Its applicatIOn to this Province, will be absolutely insufficient t 
mamtam them. 0 

Y:°I!lr Majesty cal
d
1110t hbut Ikno.w thaft

l 
the c~imate of this portion of the world, and other 

pecu lar ?auses, ren er t e c earlDg 0 ands, III order to bring them under cultivation one 
of ~he c~lef resources of the surpl~s population of the old settlements, and the surest I~ode 
of Illvesbng the \'ery moderate capital possessed by the people of the count Th 
which the waste lands would afford ill point ~f revenue under a wI'se syste ry. f e resources 
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pletion ?f th.e numerous local improvements made requisite by the increase of the population, Enclosure in No. z 
the emigratIOn ~l'om the United Kingdom, and the state of a risino- country. These 
l'esources a~e so Important in both these respects, that if left to the unre~trained disposal of 
the Executive, they would destroy the constitution, purchase the adherence of men made 
powerful by the authority vested in them, and give the administration ample pecuniary 
means .eqUlva~ent.to .the other revenues of the Province, and, consequently, the power of 
governmg arbltranly m defiance of the authority of the Legislature. We state, as a fact, 
tha~ such ha~ been In effect the system which has prevailed in this Province, and has been 
an mexhaustlble source of evils and abuses. We attach so much importance to this subject, 
that ~e .are firn~ly of opinion, that without the legislative and constitutional authority of the 
PrOVInCIal Parliament over the lands of the Provincial domain, and the revenue arising from 
them, the power vested in the Legislature to make laws for the peace, welfare and good 
go.vernment of this Province, would be altogether nugatory. Your Majesty may infer from 
this, how much we differ from Your :Majesty's Minister, when in one of the extracts from 
d~spa~ches above mentioned, while commenting on the tenure of public offices in the Pro-
Vlllce In a manner which seems to us but little applicable to the subject, he appears, on the 
contrary, to wish to curtail the influence of the representatives of the people over the persons 
composing the administration, because this House must be animated by a spirit of the 
people, while we regard this latter circumstance as a most fortunate one, and as a pledge 
for the due and efficient conduct of public officers, and for the security of those whose 
affairs they administer. 

We therefore pray Your Majesty t~ be pleased to recommend to Parliament the repeal of 
the said Act passed in favour of the Land Company; and also that it may please Your 
Majesty to adopt legal means for annulling all the undue privileges incompatible with the 
rights of this Province, which it is the object of the said Act to confirm, or of which it may 
have been the source. We also humbly pray Your i\lajesty to be graciously pleased, with 
regard to the matters relative to the public domain and the lands of this Province, to recog
nize the rights of its Legislature, and of Your faithful subjects therein, to the end that we 
be no longer prevented from labouring as a part of that Legislature, and, with the consent 
of Your Majesty as the first branch thereof, to render available all the resources of the 
country for the support of Your Government therein, and for the equal benefit of all Your 
subjects who inhabit this Province, or may come to settle in it; and more especially to 
ensure to all without distinction the means of settling on the waste lands, under an easy 
system, and on such conditions as shall be found most advantageous. 

On the subject of the independence of the Judges, we see with pleasure that there exists 
no difference betwern the views of Your Majesty's Government and our own. \Ve regret 
that our efforts to carry those views into effect have been misunder::;tood. Since that time 
the modifications which have rendered the character of the Le~i~lative Council worse, 
while it was pretended to improve it, have convinced lL, that it would be of no advantage to 
the due administration of justice to proceed on the same basis. 'We shall not, however, 
abandon the consideration of the subject, and we shall attentively examine any plan which 
shall appear to us well adapted for the attainment of the desired end. 

What we have now said will suffice to show Your Majesty what our views are, with 
regard to the politics of the colony as a whole, to the functions and powers which we 
believe to belong to the Provincial Legislature on all matters relative to the internal affairs 
of the colony, and with regard to what we conceive to he the best mean.;; of ensuring a~tivity, 
efficiency and responsibility in the public service. We would suggest to Your Majesty, 
that there are on this portion of the American Continent more than 1,000,000 of Your 
Majesty's subjects, composing the Colonies of Upper and Lower Canada, who, speaking 
different languages, and having a great diversity of origin, laws, creeds, and manners, cha
racteristics peculiar to them respectively, and which they have severally the right to preserve 
as inhabitants of a separate and distinct Province, have yet come to the conclusion that the 
institutions common to the two countries ought to be essentially modified, and that it has 
become urgently necessary to reform the abuses which have up to this day prevailed in the 
administration of the Government. \Ve rejoice that we have, in OUI' just claims, the support 
of our brethren of Upper Canada. This support will demonstrate to Your :\Iajesty, and to 
our fellow-subjects in all parts of the Empire, that we have been sincere in our declarations, 
that the circumstances and wants of the two Canadian Provinces do indeed require a 
responsible and popular government, and that we have been actuated by no narrow views of 
party or of origin in demanding for many years of Your Majesty that such a government 
may be granterl us. 

With regard to the protection and to the equality of rights which Your :\Iajesty's sub
jects in this Province are entitled to, the remedy of evils and abuses, the abolition of sine
cures and pluralities, the expected formation of an Executive Council on the principle~ above 
set forth, and to divers other subjects more particularly mentioned in the speech from theThrone 
at the openintr of the present session, we refer to our answer to his Excellency the Governor
in-chief, and>:> we ardently wish that the views and instructions of Your Majesty's Govern
ment on essential points, may be of a nature to facilitate the results which Your Maje3ty's 
representative has been pleased to promise, and which it will afford u::; the most lively satis
faction to see attained. 

In the extracts from despatches hereinbefore cited, there are certain passages which 
induce us to believe that we have 110t made ourselves understood by Your Majesty's Govern
ment, with reo-ard to the nature of the control we desire for the Provincial LI.:lgislature over 
the waste lands of the public domain of the province, and which mi~ht canse som~ misap
prehension in the opinion of our fellow-subjects. We have never clallned to exercise ov~ 

0.24. c 3 thiS 
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Enclosure in No. !Z. Illis portion of the affairs of the Government! any other ~uthority than the parli~mentary 
and cOllstitutioJlal authority which we are entitled to exercise over all the other affaIrs of t~e 
country in so far as the peace welfare and good government of the country may be therelll 
concern~d. We have already s'et forth at length our rea.son~ for believing that this. authority 
belongs to us. On this head, as on all other~, our WIS~ IS, ~hll:t the d~e .executIo~ of the 
laws may remain in the hands of the Executive authority Wltl1J~ t.h.e lImits prescrIbed .by 
the laws and the constitution, and under the necessary responsibilIty; but we also wish 
that the rio-ht of the Assembly of the province to legislate on these subjects, jointly with 
the other b~anches of the Legislature, and to exercise in this behalf the other powers of 
the Commons of the country, -may receive its full application. We believe we have demon
strated the fatai results of the systems in which this wholesome doctrine has been lost sight 
of, and the necessity \yhich exists that their effects should be remedied by laws, in the 
making of which we h'ave aright to participate. We should esteem ourselves happy if this ex
planation of our views remove any unintentional mistake into which Your Maj~sty's Govern
ment may have fallen, in construing our former representations. If we have III them dwelt 
more especially on this subject, it is because, until lately, it was enveloped in th~s province 
in a system of secrecy, by which the rights of the Provincial Parliament were VIOlated and 
rendered nugatory, and which has been most injurious to the interests of the Government, 
and also because Your Maj ,"sty's Ministers seem to agree in the opinion that these matters 
should Le withdrawn from the legislative and parliamentary control of the Provincial Par
liament. If, on this occasion, ,,·e repeat our claims, it is because the more recent opinions 
of the same servants of Your Majesty have appeared to us to have the same tendency. On 
the subject of the waste lands, we shall here add that we consider them as of much greater 
importance with regard to their free settlement, than with regard to the immediate pecu
niary revenue which might be derived from them by disposing of them at too high a price, 
or in larger portions than would suffice to meet the demands of such of Your Majesty's sub
jects as should be disposed personally to cultivate and settle on them. 

It remains for us to address Your Majesty on an important and extensive subject, the 
public revenue and expenditure of this Province. 'Ve humbly thank Your Majesty for the 
gracious declaration that Your Majesty is disposed to admit the control of the representa
tives of the people over the whole pu blic revenue raised in the Province. We regard the 
fulfilment of this promise as of the highest importance. In stating explicitly in the preced
ing portions of this Address, the rights which we humbly believe to belong to the Legisla
ture of this Province, with regard to certain parts of this revenue, we wish to present the 
subject in its true point of view, in order that no misconception may hereafter retard the 
desired result. In the proposal which it may please Your Majesty to make to us for the 
purpose of attaining this result, it is impossible that Your Majesty should lose sight of the 
essential principles of the constitution, Qr of the Declaratory Act of 1778. to the benefit 
of \1 hich we believe the people of this country are peculiarly entitled. We shall receive 
with respect, and examine with the mo.,t scrupulous attention, any communication which 
Your Majesty may be pleased to make to us, tending to the settlement of the financial 
questions. \Ve believe, however, that any merely temporary arrangement, made as a 
matter of expediency, and not carrying with it the recognition of the principles we have 
s':lp'ported. c?uld n?t ha\'e the desired efie~t, but would sooner or later bring back the very 
dlthcultles \\'lth wInch we are now contendmg. \Ve humbly represent to Your Majesty, that 
the people of this Province, tired of the continued struggle in which they have been so 10nO" 
e':lgaged, to obtain the recognition of their rights on the part of the metropolitan and colo': 
mal authorities, would regard with painful apprehension the possibility of the recurrence of 
the. same state of things, and of the necessity of making new sacrifices for the purpose of 
laymg these complaints before Your Majesty and Parliament. We wish for a Government 
whic~ shall assure us freedom and secu~ity ~ the unrestricted effect. of Your Majesty's de
claratIOns can alone confer It on us, and It wIiI be when we possess It, and can entertain a 
hope of the removal of the grievances and abuses that we complain of, that we can pro
pe.rIr consider the means of giving effect to Your Majesty's wishes with regard to an appro
pnatlOn of a permanent nature. With respect to the extension of any appropriation of this 
nature, beyond w~at ~e have h5thert.o thought to be rea~onable, it will be impossible for 
us to take the subject 111tO conslderation until after the views of Your Majesty's Govern
ment. with regard to the details, shall have been made known to us. We must, however 
declare. tha.t having ~epI'esen~ed to Your Majesty .our views 'yit~ regard to the efficiency 
an.d responslblhty whICh wewlsh to see estabhshed 111 the Provll1Clai Government, we should 
t~!l1k \n· failed ~nour duty toour constituents, if we d~stroyed. that. efficiency and that respon
SibilIty by placmg, as a general rule, the great pubhc functionaries of the Province beyond 
the r~ach of the wholesome a~tion of the constitu.tion. \V e are not actuated by any consi
d~ratlOns of a merely pecumary n~ture; we ~eh~ve. that th~ largest sums "'lour Majesty's 
Go.verl1l~lent co.uld ~sk for, w?uld .oe utt~rly Inslgmficant, III comparison with those for 
whIch \our Majesty s servants In thiS Provlllce have been defaulters, or the enormous sums 
expended. out of ~~e public revenue, without the authority of the Provincial Legislature 
and ~yen In OppoSItion .to the votes .of this House; or in comparison with the waste of th~ 
public. property, by whICh four mllhons of acres of land, or more, scarcely an eiO"hth part 
of ~\"hlCh has yet been settled, have been monopolized or alienated. But we ::>earnestly 
deSire to preserve the. be?efit of a j~st control on the part of the Legislature, over the several 
branches of the ProvIncial Executive, an.d we can never consent, by renouncing it, to con
found all the powers of the state for the time to come. 

The pr~tensions set u~ by the Execu~ive au~hority to the exclusive disposal of consider
able portions of the public revenue of tim ProvInce have been so different and so variable • 

that 



PAPERS RELATING TO LOWER C~\NADA. 

that we sha~l e,ver consider it a fortunate circumstance that the discussion of these questions, Enclosure in NO.2. 
as far as pnnClples are concerne~, has been closed by the general declaration, for which we 
have alrea~y expressed ?ur gra~ltude to Your Majesty. But we Cl!nnot admit that our 
present clalllls are at vaflan~e with our al~terior act~, as ~ our Majesty's Minister supposes, 
If we could consent to retaliate, and contmue the dlscusslOn, we mie-ht sa\' that the control 
of the Provincial Legi,slature ove~ the sources of revenue in question has b-e~n recognized by 
a long course of practIce; that With r~gard to the casual and territorial revenue, the message 
?f hiS Exce,Hency, Lor~ Dorchester, m the year 1794, was then, and has ever since been, 
mterpreted In the P~'ov~nce, ~I?d even ,by the Royal authority in assenting to divers Bills 
passe,d by the Provll1CJaI Pal'llament, 111 such, manner as to leave no doubt on the subject; 
we might then regard the more recent pretensIOns of the Executive as of a nature altoo'ether 
un~xpected. Bu~, omitting these arguments, we appeal only to the principlfs of the ;onsti-
tutlOnal and public law of the colony, and the very nature of these sour~es of revenue, which 
we believe, we have sufficiently set forth. ' 

There is another point connected with the casual and territoricll revenue of which we 
~ught n~t t~ o?1it t<;, speak. The very de~nition of this revenue, and the particular sources 
from whICh It IS denved, demonstrate that It extends to all resources which lUay be derived 
from Your Majesty's public domain in this Province. Lord Dorchestt~r, in the messaO'e 
abovementioned, confirms this conclusion in speaking of the sources of revenue from whi~h 
!l0 profit had then been derived; and his Excellency Lord Aylmer had very recently 
mcluded the revenue arising from the sale of lands and the cutting of timber in the casual 
and territorial revenue. Your ::\Iajesty, therefore, will not see without surprize, that Your 
Ministers and servants, feeling that the control of the Provincial Parliament must sooner 01' 
later be exercised over the said casual and territorial revenue; com;Jelled, moreover, to 
acknowledge that in any case this revenue could not be applied otherwise than to the wants 
of the Civil Government and of the administration of justice; and desirous of creating i'clOds 
which might be otherwise applied, and might enable them to induh'e the spirit of favour
itism, and perpetuate their system of bad government, have endea~oured to ~eparate from 
the said casual;and territorial revenue the most important and extensive portion of it, namely, 
the whole of the waste lands and saleable timber in this Province; and they appear to have 
assigned to the fund which they thus procured by the sale of the said bnds and timber, 
without lawful authority, the name of Your Majesty's Hereditary Revenue. It is sufficient 
to examine the purposes to which this part of the revenue has for many years been applied, 
to be convinced that our opinion of this application is by no means erroneous, and that 
these purposes have only an almost infinitely distant relation to the essential wants of tJ> 
Civil Government, and of the administration of justice, for which the casua.l and territorial 
revenue i,; destined. From this administrative manreuvre it follows, as a necessary conse
quence, that ill the hands of Your Majesty's servants, to whom the management of the ter
ritorial domain is entrusted, the waste lands will be alienated with a view to the immediate 
increase of this uncontrolled revenue, instead of being managed with a sage foresight, 
founded on the consideration of the resources which these lands offer for the future, and of 
their settlement by VOllr l\Iajesty's subjects. It seems to be intended that this revenue 
should be enormously incrensed by the proceeds of the sale to the Land Company. On 
this latter subject we pray Your Majesty to be pleased to exclude from the revenue over 
which you have been graciously pleased to encourage the hope of seeing the control of the 
Legislature of this Province established, all sums arising from alienations in favour of the 
said Company. We hold the unrestrained access to so great an extent of the waste lands, 
to be too valuable to Your Majesty's subjects who inhabit this Province, or who may here
after come to settle therein, to allow us to barter away their rights for any pecuniary con
siderations whatsoever, or by acknowledging the validity of the said alienations. ~w e are, 
therefore, bound to abide by the requests herein above made to your Majesty. 

We humbly thank Your M.ajesty that, if we rightly unders~and Your, ~racious inten
tions, the announced recogmtlOn of the control of the Provl11cJaI Legislature over the 
whole revenue extends equally to, the sources of revenue thus separated from the casual 
and territorial revenue. This extension will have the effect of preventing, for the future, the 
conseq uences of the system heretofore followed. We observe, however, that Y our l\Iaje~ty 
is desirous of maintaining, under any final arrangement, the charges to the payment of whIch 
this particular revenue has hithert~ ~een applied, and which are considered a~ perma~ent. 
We have already expressed our opll110n as to the nature of these charges. 'Your Majesty 
cannot doubt our readiness to make every provision which may be necessary to ensure the 
efficient and beneficial mall3.gement of the said lands and timber. We shall likewise give 
our attention to the nature of the other charges, with the view of making the result of our 
deliberations known to Your Majesty's Government. We have, however, already declared 
that we could not recognize the si!1ecures create~ under the ~['enure,,: ~ct. \\',ith regard to 
the several pensions which have hitherto been paid out of thIS fund, It,.S our WIsh to express 
no premature opinion ~I~re; and we shal,l m~rely rem~nd YOUI' l'\'laJesty that they ~ave 
hitherto been in opposItIon to the deternllnatlOn of thIS House. It we see the deSlfed 
arrangement effected, we shall rece,ive with respe~t, and shall tak~ into consideration with 
the liberality we have always exerCIsed (regard bell1g had to the Clfcumstances of each case, 
and to the resources of the' country), all recommendations from Your Majesty requesting 
appropriations on our part, of t~l~ public monies fo~ cons~itutional purposes. 

Having thus exposed our Opll1l0nS on the essentIal pomts ~f the extracts from de~ratcbes 
which have come to our knowledge, we refer on all other POll1ts to our hllll1ble petItIOns to 
Your Majesty.and Your Parliament of the 1st of March 183:4 and the 28th of.February 
1835, in which we persevere. We beg leave to call Your Majesty's royal attentIOn to t~e 

o.s4' c 4 essentIal 
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Enclosure in No.2. essential reforms we have pointed ,out in the former p~rt of t~is addre~s, and w~ich ~e be-
__ lieve to be indispensable. Declarmg ourselves unsatIsfied w~th the vIews and In~entlOns ~f 

Your Majesty's Minis~ers, we addr~ss ourselves to YOul' MaJest~ and, Your Parham~nt, I,n 
order that our just claIms may be lIstened to, and that Your Majesty s Government In thIS 
Province may be rendered constitutional and responsible, and p~ssess the ~onfi~ence of yo~r 
faithful subjects. We have frequently regretted that the des times of th~ mha,bI,tants of thIs 
portion of the British empir,e should depend almost ~olely on a colomal mllllst~r on the 
other side of the ocean, actmg for the most part on lllcorrect data, and on an Imperfect 
knowledO'e of facts, and left to act on hi" own responsibility . We also venture humbly to 
express ;ur regret, that in the discussion of colonial questions in general it has not been 
thouo'ht right to attach sufficient importance to them to place them among the number of 
thos; on which the public confidence in Your Majesty's Government depends. We have 
suffered and still suffer from this state of things, and we believe that it would be best reme
died by the action in the Province itself of a government at once popular and respected. 

NO·3· 

In the position in which we are placed, and however unjust the projects of the Colonial 
Office may appear, it is yet our wish to give Your Majesty a proof of our desire for concilia
tion and peace. We have expressed our regret that, according to the extracts from de
spatches above cited, even the temporary arrangement alluded to by Your Majesty's repre
sentative cannot take place unless this House virtually admits the control of the Executive 
over funds which we believe to belong to us, nor unless these funds remain hereafter as they 
have done heretofore, and for a term of which it is impossible to ascertain the extent, subject 
to charges created by the mere authority of the Executive, and which it regards as perma
nent. We are however resolved to neglect nothing which can afford to Your Majesty and 
Your Parliament an opportunity to do us justice, and to the present administration of this 
Province the means of effecting such reforms as the vices of the system permit; and we 
have determined to provide for the expenses of the Provincial Government for a limited 
time, regard being had to the circumstances attending the several items, and the resources 
of the country. We pray that Your Majesty will attribute the manner in which we shall 
endeavour to give effect to the decision we have thus come to solely to our sincere desire to 
obtain a better government, and not to any abandonment of the principles we have sup
potted; and that Your Majesty will not allow it to be made a subject of reproach to us 
when we may again hereafter insist on these principles. It is with the view of maintaining 
them, and of obtaining Your Majesty's decision and that of Your Parliament on the weighty 
matters we have set forth, and the removal of grievances and abuses, that we have post
poned the consideration of the other demands which would have necessitateu a further 
departure from what we believe to be the constitutional rights of the people. We expect 
full justice from the august tribunal to which we appeal; and we trust that the Provincial 
Parliament will be called together for its next session so as to enable us to continue as early 
as possible our labours for the welfare of the country, and reassured, by the justice and 
liberality of the measures we expect, to consider the means of finally arranging the difficul
ties existing in the government of this Province, and of giving strength, stability and public 
confidence thereto. 

Wherefore we respectfully entreat Your Majesty to listen favourably to our humble 
prayer, and, as well by the eXl:!rcise of the august powers which belong more especially to 
Your Majesty, as jointly with the Parliament of the United Kingdom, to render full justice 
to your faithful subjects, and to deliver them from the oppressions and bad O'overnment 
which, through colonial ministers, have so long weighed heavily upon them, A~d by incli. 
nation led, as well as by duty bound, we shall ever pray for Your Majesty's sacred person. 

House of Assembly, Quebec, 
26 February 183G. 

(signed) L. J. Papineau, 
Speaker of the House of Assembly. 

-No.S.-

COpy of a DESPATCH from the Earl of Goiford to Lord Glenelg. 

Castle of St. Lewis, Quebec, 
My Lon], 12 March] 836. 

IT becomes my duty to inform your Lordship that the Provincial Executive 
has again, for the fourth year, been left destitute of the usual legal provision neces
sary for carrying on the civil government, and paying the large arrears now due 
for past services; and thus, at the end of a session of more than ordinary lencrth, 
a satisfactory adjustment of the financial difficulties of the colony appears to b~ 'as 
distant and. more hopeless than ever .. I shall in this despatch, while giving 
your Lordship an outhne of the proceedmgs of the two Houses on this subject 
briefly touch upon what I conceive to have been the causes and reasons that led t~. 
this disastrous result. 

On the 9th of November last the accounts showincr the arrears due for salaries 
to the public officers, and for the other ordinary exp~nditure of the Government, 

including 
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including the. advance made from the military chest, was transmitted to the 
Assembly, with a message inviting their immediate attention to the subject. 
These were at once referred to the standincr committee on public accounts as were 
also the estimates for the current year, tr~nsmitted in like manner on th~ 20th of 
the same month. . But nothing' further in the matter appears upon the proceedings 
of the Ho~se until the 5th of January, when the committee presented their third 
report. 1 he subs~quent steps of the Assembly up to the 19th of February, having 
already been detaIled to your Lordship need not be here repeated. On the 20th 
the House went .into committee on the several reports on public accounts, on the 
state of the Provmce, and on the published extracts from the instructions to the 
Ca~ada Commi~sioners. The~e questions formed the subject of prolonged debates 
un.tll the 26t1~, whe~ the commIttee reported an Address to the King (forwarded by 
tillS o~portunlty,. WIth a separate despa~ch), and two resolutions, a copy of which is 
here,,:Jth transmItted. In these resolutIOns, the Assembly, entirely passing by the 
questIOn of arrears, determined to vote supplies for six months only, from the 15th 
J.~n.uar~ to the 15th J ~Iy next, and to abstain under existing circumstances from spe
cltymg.l11 the Supply Bill the particular funds appropriated, under a prote~t, however, 
that thIS course should not in future be invoked as a precedent in opposition to the 
resolutions of the House of the] 6th March 1833 and 21 st February 1834. The 
question of concurrence being put on the resolutions, Mr. Vanfelson moved an 
amendment, a copy of which is enclosed, to the effect that it would be expedient 
to vote as well the arrears due, as the supplies required to meet the expenses 
of the current year. This motion was objected to by the Speaker as unparliamen
tary, because it was not offered in the shape of a motion, proposing some suuject 
for deliheration and decision, but in the shape of a protest, tending to censure a 
decision of a committee of the whole House, and further, uecause in matters 
of supply, when the decision of a committee of the whole has been in favour 
of a smaller sum, or a shorter period of time, it is not afterwards allowable to 
make any motion in the House tending to grant a larger sum, or to extend the 
period. 

An appeal "'as made to the House from this decision, but it was supported on a 
division of 40 to 2i. The resolutions were then passed, and on tbe 29th a Bill 
was introduced in accordance with their principles, passed on the 3d instant, sent 
up to the Legislative Council on the 5th, and after a first and second reading 
lost on the 9th in a committee of that body, by the committee rising without 
reporting. 

I expressed to your Lordship my conviction, before the result was known, that 
the partial publication in Upper Canada of the instructions to the Canada Commis
sioners was likely to prove a serious obstacle to the succes:,:ful arrangement of the 
financial difficulties of the Province; this conviction, I regret to say, has been more 
than realized; and I can only repeat Illy belief, that but for that publication the 
arrears and full supplies would have been granted. As it is, the House of Assembly 
have assumed a new position, allll, not complaining of the existing local adminis
tratioll, have made the granting of the arrears dependent on a full compliance witb 
all the demands contained in their address to His Majesty. 

III passing a Bill of Supply for six months only, !t wOl~ld .seem .that t~ley \\'~shed 
to affix a limit of less than three months to the penod wlthll1 whIch HIS l\IaJesty, 
to entitle the Provincial Executive to a further supply, must favourably decide on 
demands involvin<T fundamental changes in the constitution, and the consideration 
of questions of a ~ost grave and complicated description. . 

On examination of the lost Bill I perceive that the Assembly did not, as 111 1833, 
attach any conditions to objectionable items, but adopted another plan for effecting 
their wishes for the abolition of pluralities. Where any officer beld two situations, 
the salary of one only was voted, and the other entirely omitted, thus avoiding one 
of the objections made to the Bill of 1833. In other respects however they appear 
to have adopted that Bill as th~ir gu~de in framing the one ~or. the pr~se.nt year, 
omitting and reducing the same Items U1 both. Among the prmclpal onllSSlons not 
founded on the objection to pluralities are .the postage account o~ the .Civil Secre. 
tary's Office, the salaries of all tbe executIve ~o~ncJ!l.ors, of theIr assIstant cle.rk, 
of Mr. Justice Gale, and of one of the prov1l1clal aides-de-camp. But to unng 
the whole matter under your .Lordship's view I enclose a cO.mparative .s~atem~nt of 
the estimates and votes for 1833 and those for 1836, and a hst of the dIfferent Items 
omitted and of those reduced in the last Bill. 

It was, I understand, chiefly in conseque.nce of these omissions that the Legisla. 
live Council declined to proceed with the bIll. 
~24 D fi 
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It may not be'irrelevant here to inform your Lordship .that the public c~est will 
contain, on the ] st of M~y nex!,. about 130,000 I. sterlmg. This sll:m mcludes 
upwards of 45,000 t. sterlIng ansmg from the Crown revenues, whICh, as !he 
Assembly have not accepted the offer, conditionally made ~o them in my, opem~g 
speech, by providing for the payment of the arrears a!ld. mamtenance of the publIc 
servants pending the inquiry under the Royal CommissIon, may now be .co~~I~ered 
as at the unfettered disposal of the Crown. On the other hand, the lIabilItIes of 
the Government at that date on account of arrears and current expenses, exclusive 
of the contingencies of the two Houses of Parliament, and of the ~ums payable 
under the authority of Local Acts passed and about to be passed, WIll. ~mount to 
about 142,000 I. sterling, including the 31,000 t. advanced from the milItary chest 
in 1834, thus showing a deficit of about 12,000 t. But it must be observed, that 
the chief part of the revenue is collected from the custom duties, which flow in only 
during the summer months, whilst the expenditure continues equal throughout 
the year, so that, although the amount at present in the chest would have been 
insufficient to liquidate the demands against it, had the Legislature sancti.oned su~h 
a measure, yet it by no means follows that, at the end of the financIal year In 

October next, the public Treasury will be unequal to the liabilities to which it may 
be then subject. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) Gosford. 

Enclosure 1, in NO.3. 
House of Assembly, Friday, 26 February 1836. 

Resolved, THAT this House having resolved to address His Majesty and the Parliament 
of the United Kingdom for the purpose of representing to them the state of the Province, 
and more particularly the opinions of the representatives of the people on divers views 
and determinations of His Majesty's Ministers which have lately become known to us, and 
to solicit the accomplishment of the reforms which have been asked for by this House and 
the people, and the removal of grievances and abuses, has determined to grant His Majesty 
the supplies requisite for the interval between the 15th of January last and the 15th of July 
next, regard being had to the circumstances attending each item asked for, and to the 
resources of the country. 

Resolved, That to ensure the effect of the votes of this House founded on the preceding 
resolutions, this House will, under existing circumstances, abstain from specifying in the 
Bill the particular funds appropriated; but that this House declares, in the most solemn 
manner, that this Act, on its part, shall not be appealed to or invoked as a precedent, in 
opposition to the resolutions of this House of the 16th l\Iarch 1833 and 21st February 
1834, or against the constitutional rights of this House and the liberties of the people of 
this Provincf'. 

(Attest.) 
(signed) TV. B. Lindsay, Clerk of Assembly. 

Enclosure ~, in ~ o. 3. 

EXTRACT from the JOURNALS of the House of Assembly" dated Friday, 26th Feb. 1836. 

, THE ~esolutions, Address to the King, and Petitions to the Lords and Commons, passed 
III commIttee of the whole House on the several Reports of the StandinO' Committee of 
Public Accounts, on the State of the Province, and on certain parts of the "Instructions to 
the King's Commissioners in Lower Canada, were reported. 

Mr. D,ewitt mo,:ed, That the question of COn?llffenCe be now separately put upon each 
of the saId resolutIons. Mr. Vanfelson moved, III amendment to the said motion, that all 
~he wor~s after" That," be struck out, and the following substituted: H This HOl.lse wish
mg to give proof of its co~fide~ce in th~ princil;lles o~ ord,cr and justice announced by his 
Excellency the Governor-m-Chlef of thIS Provlllce, III hIS speech at the openinO' of the 
pres~nt se~sion,of the Provincial Parliam~nt" and cheris~ing ~he firm hope that the efforts 
of H~s MaJe~ty s Govern~ent~ to do ,f~ll JustI~e to the ,Illhahltants of the country, will be 
contlllued w~thout ,relaxatIon III a spmt of e~hghtened hberality, and speedily followed by 
a succes~f~llssue, It would have been expedient to vote as well the arrears of the expenses 
of the CI':II Gove~nment as the supplies required to meet the expenses of the current year 
regard bemg had III all caEes to ihe real exigencies of the public service, and to the resource~ 
of the ~oun.try; ~ut that this House should have proceeded ~nder the most solemn protest 
that thiS plO?eedm~ shall not, hereafter be appe,aled, to or Illvoked as a precedent against 
the con~tttuhonal,nghts of thIS H c;)Use, and the hberhes of the people of this Province." 

Mr. ~peaker ~ald, That the motion ?ffered to ,the House was unparliamentary, because it 
,~as not o,ffered III the shape of a motion proposmg some subject for deliberation and deci
SIOn, but III the shape of a protest, tending to censure a decision of a committee of the 
whole House; and fur~her, because in matters of supply, when t.he decision of a committee 
of the whole has been III favour of a smaller sum, or a shorter period of time, it is not after-

wards 
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wards allowable to make any motion in the House tending to grant a larger sum, or to 
extend the period. 

Enclosure 2, 

in NO.3. 
An appeal being made to the House from Mr. Speaker's decision, 
The House divided thereon. 
For Mr. Speaker's decision 40; against it 27. 
Mr. Dewitt's motion was then agreed to; and the question of concurrence being put on 

the said Resolutions, they were also agreed to. 
The Address to the King and the Petitions to the Lords and Commons, were then con

curred in upon a division; yeas 55, and nays 7, and ordered to be engrossed. 

Enclosure 3, in No. S. 

COMPARATIVE STATEMENT showing the Amount estimated for the several ITEMS of the CIVIL EXPENDITURE of the 
GOVERK)IENT of LOl~er Canada, for the Years 1833 and 1836, and the Amount voted by the House of Assembly for each Item in 
tbose Years. 

Amonnt Amount 
Estimated for Voted for 

SERVICE. 1833. 1833. 
Sterling. Sterling. 

£. s. d. £. s. d. 
Salaries of the Officers of Government, 

and Contingencies: 

Salary of the assistant ci"il secretary 200 - - 200 - -
Ditto of the assistants in tbe office of S65 - - S65 - -

civil secretary. 
offices of Salary of the keeper of the 45 - - 45 - -

civil secreta! y. 
Salary of the messenger in ditto - 45 - - 45 - -
Ditto of the extra messenger in ditto 41 1 S 41 1 S 
Contingencies of stationery, printing, 400 - - 400 - -

and extra writing in ditto. 
Contingencies of postages in ditto - 1,300 - - - - -
Ditto - for translating public do- 50 - - 50 - -

cuments into French. 

Salary uf the auditor of land patents 200 - - 200 - -

Rent of the office for registering 54 - - - --
grants of.the Crown la~ds: 

ContingenCies of the provlllcial secre- SOO - - Soo - -
tary's office. 

SO SO - -Allowance for a messenger for Clitto - -
115 Fo!' three residents on the Island of 115 - - - -

Anticosti and one at the River St. 
Anne, as keepers of depots of pro-
visions for the relief of shipwrecked 
persons. 

500 500 - -Rent of the building used as public - -
offices. 40 -Allowance for a keeper of tbe build- 40 - - -
ing. . 15 -Contingent expenses of fuel for ditto 100 - - -

Ditto _ attending the care of ditto - 25 - - 25 - -

Receiver-General's Office: 

1,000 1,000 - -Salary of the receiver-general - - -
100 .i).llowance to ditto for a cler~ - 100 - - - -

25 25 -Contingent expenses .a,ttendmg t~e - - -
counting an~ depOSItIng money m 
the vault, With three keys. 

Inspector of Public Account's Office: 

Salary of the inspector-general uf pub- SOO - - Soo - -
lie accounts. 100 -Allowance to ditto for a clerk - - 100 - - -

0.21. 

Amount Amount 
Estimated for Voted for 

Explan&tions. Explanations. 1836. Six months. 
Sterling. Sterling. 

£. s. d. £. s. d. 
Sala rv of tbe Gover- 4,500 - - 2,250 - - }EStimated for !n 

nor-in-chief. 
Salary of the Civil Se- 500 - -

cretary. 
- - - - 200 - -
- - - - S65 - -

- - - - 45 - -

- - - - 45 - -
- - - - 41 1 3 
- - - - 600 - -
- - - - 1,SOO - -

- - - - 50 - -
Voted, provided he) 
keeps a public office, i 
to be open during the I 
usual hours of busi-
ness,and that he hold' 200 - -
no other office or 
placeconnected with 
the granting of land 
patents - -
- - - - 54 - -

- - - - SOO - -

- - - - 45 - -
- - - - 115 - -

- - - - 500 - -

- - - - 40 - -
- - - -

I 
100 - -

- - - - 25 - -

- - - - 1,000 - -
- - - - 100 - -
- - - - 25 - -

Allowance for an of- 25 - -
fice servant. 

- - - 400 - --
{AllOWance for t~,ol 

clerk,S, and contm-J 200 - -
gencles • -

»2 

250 - -
100 - -
182 10 -

22 10 -
22 10 -
22 10 7~ 

200 - -
- - -

25 - -

100 - -

- - -
{ 22 10 -\ 

150 - -j 
22 10 -

- - -

~50 - -
20 - -
S1 10 -

- - -

500 - -
50 - -
15 10 -

- - -

150 - -

50 - -

1836, but not IQ 

18SS. 

- Reduced to the 
same as in 18S3. 
- - Omitted, as in 
183S. 

- - No conditio n 
in the Bill of 18S6 

Omitted. 

Increased. 

- - Provided for i n 
another Act. 

- - Reduced as m 
18S3. 
Omitted. 

Increased. 

- - Omitted; es ti
S6, 
3. 

mated for in 18 
but not in 183 

- Reduced to sa me 
as in 18SS. 
- - ditto; 
clerks estima 
for in 1836, 

two 
ted 
but 
SS. 
utd) 

only one in 18 
(contin 
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Amount Amount Amoullt Amount 
Estimated for Voted for Estimated for Voted for 

Explanations. SERVICE. 1833. 1833. 
Explanations. 1836. Six months, 

Sterling. Sterling. Sterliug •. Sterling. 

Executive Council: £. s. d. £. $. d. £. I. d. £. s. d. 

Salary of nine members, at lool. 900 - - 500 - - - - - - 900 - - - - - Omitted. 

each. 

(""" pro';.01 ""1 he be not a member 
Salary of the clerk and registrar - 500 - - 500 - - of the Legislative J 500 - - 250 - -

Council, and not 
otherwise - -

Ditto of the assistant ditto - - 182 10 - - - - - - - - 182 10 - - - - Omitted. 

Allowance for stationery, printing, &c. 50 - - 50 - - - - - - 50 - - 25 - -
Salary of the messenger and keeper 50 - - 50 - - - - - - 50 - - 25 - -

of the apartments. 
office Salar.v of the doorkeeper and 50 - - 50 - - - - - - 50 - - 25 - -

sen'ant. r"'" pro';'" "" Legislative Council: he has not a t the 
same time an equal 

Salary of the speaker - - - 900 - - 900 - - or larger SUID as a 900 - - - - - Omitted. 
~alary a ttached to 
any other public 
situatinn - -rro.;.,. ,",h ""'1 

Salary of the clerk - - - 450 - - 450 
be not a member of 450 225 - -- - - the Executi veCoun-J - -
cil - - -

Ditto of the assistant clerk - - 360 - - 360 - - - - ditto - - 360 - - 180 - -
Ditto of the writing clerk-assistant 225 - - 225 - - - - - - 225 - - 112 10 -

and French translator. 

r""'>Oh'",',"} member of the Exe-
Salary of ti,e law clerk ~ . - 180 - - 180 - - cutive Council and 180 - - - .. - Omitted. 

do 1I0t hold any ju-
dicial situation. 

Ditto of the master in Chancery - 81 - - 81 - -
fProvirled he be not a1 

81 Omitted. l member of the Exe-J - - - - -
cutive Council -

Ditto of the gentleman usher of black 
rod. 

135 - - 135 - - - - - - 135 - - 67 10 -
Salary of the serjeant-at-arms - 90 - - 90 - - - - - - 90 - - 45 - -
Ditto of the messenger - - - 32 8 - 32 8 - - - - - 32 8 - 16 4 -
Ditto of the doorkeeper - - - 25 - - 25 - - - - - - 25 - - 12 10 -
Ditto of the keeper of the a part- 49 10 - 49 10 - - - - - 49 10 - 24 15 -

ments,&r., 
Contingent expenses - - - 2,700 - - 2,415 - - - - - - 2,700 - - 1,350 - -

House of Assembly: rUd. pron'" "j do not at the same 

Salary of the ~peaker 
time "cceivean equal 

- - - 900 - - 900 - - or higher sum as a 900 - - 450 - -
salary attached to 
any other public si-
tuation - -

Ditto of the clerk - - - - 450 - - 450 - - - - - - 450 - - 225 - -
Ditto of the assistant clerk - - 360 - - 360 - - - - - - 360 - - 180 - -
Ditto of the English translator - 180 - - 180 - - - - - - 180 - - 90 - -
Ditto of the French ditto - - 180- - 180 - - - - - - 180 - - 90 - -
Ditto of the law clerk - - - 180 - - 180 - - - - - - 180 - - 90 - -
Ditto of the seljeant-at-arms - - 90 - - 90 - - - - - - 90 - - 45 - -Ditto of the keeper of the apart- 49 10 - - - - - - - - 49 10 - - - - - - Omittcd, as in 

ments, &c. 1833. 

rro'''01 " Ire ""] clerk of the Crown in 
ther a member of the 

Salary of the 100 - - 100 - - Legislative nor of 100 - - 50 - -Chnl1cery. the ExecutiveCoun-
cils - - -

Cuntiugent expenses - - - 7,200 - - 1,200 - - - - - - 9,000 - - 4,500 - -
Judicial: 

Sal~ry of the chief justice of the pro- 1,500 - - 1,500 - - - . - - 1,500 - - 750 - -vmce. 
Salary of the chief justice of 1\lon- 1,300 - - 1,300 - - - - - - 1,300 - - 550 - - Reduced 

tr~nl. - - to 

rred. Prorid"~oh) former rate. 

judge shall neither 
Salaries of six puisne judges, at 900l. 5,400 - - 5,400 - - hold nor enjoy any 

5,400 - 2,150 - - No conrlition; each. l other office of pro- - - -
fit whatever under but Judge G"la~s 
the Crown - - salary omittell. 

JurlgeBed:uod's sa-
lary commenced 
25th Feb.; 1I0t 

Salary of the pro\'incial resident judge 900 - - 900 - -r - ditto - - 900 450 
quite six mOllths. 

at Three Rivers. - - - -
Salaries of two pro\'incial judges, at 1,000 - - 1,000 - - - - ditto - - 1,000 500 500t. eacb. - - - -
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Amount Amount Amount 
SERVICE. Estimated for Voted for Estimated for 

1833, 1833, Explanations. 1836, Sterling. Sterling. Sterling. 

Judicial-continued'. £. s. d. £. s. d. £. s. d. 
Allowance for circuits, 19 in the 415 - - 315 - - - - - - 475 - -year, including four fOI' Gaspe. 

r'''d' p~"" 'h") he do not exact, 
take or receive any 

Salary of the judge of the Court of 200 - - 200 - - . fees, and do not hold 
200 Vice-admiralty. or enjoy any other - -

place of profit what- \ 
ever under the 
Crown - - _ 

r'''~ pro,'d,d h'} Salary of the sheriff of the district of 100 - - 100 - - he neither a legis-
100 - -Quebec. lati"e nor executive 

councillor - _ 
Salary of the sheriff of Montreal - 100 - - 100 - - - - ditto - - 100 - -Ditto of the sheriff of Three Rivers _ 15 - - 75 - - - - ditto - - 75 - -Allowance to ditto for additional du- 4 10 - 4 10 - - -ties imposed by Act 9 Geo. 4, c.6. 

Salary of the attorney- 300 - -
general. 

Salary of the solicitol'- 200 - -
Salary of the sheriff of the district of 

genera\. 
70 - - 10 - - - - - - 70 - -Gaspe. 

Ditto - - ditto - of St. Francis 50 - - 50 - - - - - - 50 - -Allowance to the sheritri of the dis- 81 - - 81 - - - - - - 81 - -tricts of Quebec, Montreal and 
Three Rivers, for executions, at 
27 l. sterling each. 

Allowance to the shedff of Gaspe 10 - - 10 - - - - - - 10 - -for travelling expenses. 
Salary of the coroner at Quebec - 100 - - 100 - - - - - - 100 - -
Ditto - ditto - at Montreal - 100 - - 100 - - - - - - 100 - -Ditto - ditto - at Three Rivers 50 - - 50 - - - - - - 50 - -
Salary of the coroner at Gaspe - 50 - - 50 - - - - - - 50 - -Ditto - ditto - at St. Francis - 50 - - - - - - - - - 50 - -

Ditto of the clerk of the court and 60 - - 60 - - - - - - 60 - -
clerk of the peace at Gaspe, and 
allowance for travelling expenses. 

Salary of the clerks of the Crown at 100 - - 100 - - - - - - 100 - -
Quebec, 40l.; at Montreal, 40/.; 
and at Three Rivers, 20/. 

Salary of the clerk of the court of 120 - - - - - - - - - 120 - -
appeals. 

Allowance to ditto for stationery for 6 - - 6 - - - - - 6 - -
the court. 

Salary of the usher of the court of 27 - - 27 - - - - - - 27 - -
appeals. 

Salary of the interpreter [Q the courts 40 - - 40 - - - - - - 40 - -
at Quebec. 

Salary of ditto at Montreal - - 40 - - 40 - - - - - - 40 - -
Ditto - ditto at Three Rivers - 25 - - 25 - - - - - - 2.'i - -
Salary of the high constable at Quebec 36 - - 36 - - - - - - 36 - -
Ditto - - ditto - at Montreal - S6 - - 36 - - - - - - 36 - -
Ditto - - ditto - at Three Ri"ers 21 - - 27 - - - - - - 27 - -
Ditto of the crier of the courts at 20 - - 20 - - - - - - 20 - -

Quebec. 
Salary of ~he tipstaff to ditto at ditto 18 - - 18 - - - - - - 18 - -
Dittu - - crier of the courts at 20 - - - - - - - - - 20 - -

Montreal. 
Salary of the tipstaff of ditto at ditto 18 - - - - - - - - - 18 - -
Ditto of the crier and tipstaff of ditto 25 - - 25 - - - - - - 25 - -

at Three Rivers. 
Salary of the crier of the courts in the 12 10 - - - - - - - - 12 10 -

district of St. Francis. 
Salary of the keepel' of the courthouse 

at Quebec. 
54 - - 54 - - - - - - 54· - -

12 ,Salary of the dittu at Montreal - 12 - - 72 - - - - - - - -
Ditto of the dittu at Three Rivers - 36 - - 36 - - - - - - 36 - -
Dittu of the keeper of the gaol and 36 - - 36 - - - - - - 36 - -

court-hall at New Carlisle. 
Salary of the keeper of the ditto and 36 - - 36 - - - - - - 36 - -

ditto at Perce. 
18 Salary of the keeper of the court-hall 18 - - 18 - - - - - - - -

at Sherbrooke. 
Salary of the keeper of the galll at 125 - - 125 - - - - - - 125 - -

Quebec. 
7'2 Allowance to the keeper of the gaol 72 - - 12 - - - - - - - -

at Quebec for two turnkeys. 
1'25 125 ;Salary of the keeper of the gaol at 125 - - - - - - - - - -

Montreal. 
Allowance to ditto for two turnkeys - 12 - - 12 - - - - - - 72 - -

0.24. D3 

Amount 
Voted for 

Six Months, 
Sterling. 

-

~ £. s. d. 

187 10 -

- - -

50 - - \ 

50 - -
37 10 -

-
150 - J 100 -

35 - -
25 - -
40 10 -

5 - -
50 - -
50 - -
25 - -
25 - -- - -
30 - -

50 - -

- - -
3 - -

13 10 -
20 - -
20 - -
12 10 -
18 - -
18 - -
13 10 -
10 - -

9 - -- - -
- - -

12 10 -
- - -

27 - -
36 - -
18 - -
18 - -
18 - -
9 - -

62 10 -
36 - -
62 10 -
36 - -

25 

Explanations. 

- - Reduced, as i n 
1833. 

Omitted. 

Estimated for i 
1836, but not i 

n 
n 

1833. 

- - Omitted; ba 
never been voted 

- - Omitted, as i n 
183S. 

- - Omitted, as i n 
1833. 
- ditto. 

- - Omitted; h as 
never been voted 



PAPERS RELATING TO LOWER CANADA. 

Amount Amount Amount Amount 
Estimated for Voted for Estimated for Voted for 

Explanations. S E R ,. ICE. 1833, 1833, Explanations. 1836, Six Months, 
Sterling. Sterling. Sterling. Sterling. 

, 

J udicial-continued; £. s. d. £. s. d. £. s. d. £. 8. d. 

Salary of the keeper of the 
Three Rivers. 

gaol at 55 - - 55 - - - - - - 55 - - 21 10 -
Allowance to Clitto for turnkeys - 72 - - 12 - - - - - - 12 - - 36 - -
Salary of the keeper of the gaol at 25 - - '25 - - - - - - '25 - - 12 10 -

Sherbrooke. 
Salary ofthe physician attending the 200 - - 100 - - - - - - 200 - - 50 - - - - Reduced, as in 

gaol at Quebec. 1833. 
Salary of the ditto at Montreal - 200 - - 100 - - - - - - 200 - - 50 - - - ditto. 
Ditto of the ditto at Three Rivers - 80 - - 50 - - - - - - 80 - - '25 - - - ditto. 

Contingent Expenses 
of the AdlIlinistration of Justice: 

Contingent Bills of the 
- - Reduced, as in Crown law officers - - - 2,200 - - 1,200 - - - - - - 2,200 - - 600 - -

Sheriff of Quebec - - - 1,400 - - 1,200 - - - - - - 1,600 - - 800 - - 1833. 
Ditto of Montreal - - - 1,400 - - 1,200 - - - - - - 1,900 - - 950 - -
Ditto of Three Uivers - - 480 - - 350 - - - - - - 650 - - 325 - -
Ditto of Gaspe - - - - 100 - - 100 - - - - - - 150 - - 15 ... -
Ditto of St. Francis - - - 100 - - 75 - - - - - - 120 - - 60 - -
Coroner of Quebec - - - 360 - - 350 - - - - - - 350 _. - 175 - -
Ditto of Montreal - - - 150 - - 125 - - - - - - 170 - - 85 - -
Ditto of Three Rivers - - 35 - - 35 - - - - - - 75 - - 37 10 -
Ditto of Gaspe - - - - 10 - - 10 - - - - - - 10 - - 5 - -

Contingent bills of the} 25 - - - - - - - Omitted; not 
coroner of St.Francis estimated for in 

1833. 
Clerk of the Crown at Quebec - 75 - - 75 - - - - - - 90 - - 45 - -

Ditto - - at Montreal - 140 - - 140 - - - - - - 125 - - 60 - -
Ditto - - at Three Rivers - 45 - - 45 - - - - - - 40 - - 22 10 -

Prothonotaries at Quebec - - 280 - - 270 - - - - - 380 - - 190 - -
Ditto - at Montreal - - 400 - - 380 - - - - - - 450 - - 225 - -
Ditto - at Three Rivers - 100 - - 75 - - - - - - 100 - - 50 - -
Ditto - at St. Francis - 50 - - 50 - - - - - - 50 - - 25 - -

Clerks of the peace at Quebec, and 400 - - 300 - - - - - - 740 - - 200 - - - - Reduced, as in 
for police purposes. 1833. 

Clerks of the Feace at Montreal, 420 - - 225 - - - - - - 630 - - 150 ... - - ditto. 
and for police purposes. 

Contingent Bills of the 
Clerks of the peace at Three Rivers, 250 - - 125 - - - - - - 400 - - 100 - - - - Reduced, as in 

and for police purposes. 1833. 
Clerks of the courts at Gaspe, and 50 - - 50 - - - - - - 140 - - 50 - - - ditto. 

for police purposes. 
Clerks of the courts at St. Francis, 50 - - 50 - - - - - - 50 - - 25 - -

and for police purposes. 
For the service of subprenas at Mon- 250 - - 250 - - - - - - 250 - - 125 - -

treal, and for care of Crown wit-
nesses. 

For the service of subprenas at Quebec 100 - - 100 - - - - - - 100 - - 50 - -
For ditto - - at Three Ri"ers - 60 - - 60 - - - - - - 70 - - 30 - - - - Reduced to 

For attendance of needy Crown wit-
same as in 1833. 

400 - - 400 - - - - - - - - - - - -nesses at MontreaL } I.d.d,d ."d" 
For attendance of needy Crown wit~ 100 - - 100 - - - - - - - - - the head of "Con-

neEses at Quebec. - - - tingent Bills" of 
For attendance of needy Crown wit- 60 - - 60 - - - - - - - - - - - the sheriffs. -nesscs at Three Rivers. 

Pensions: 

Mrs. Dunn - - - - - 250 - - 250 - - - - - - 250 - - 125 - -J\Irs. Bahy - - - - - 150 - - 150 - - - - - - 150 - :- 75 - -H. W. Ryland - - - - 300 - - 800 - - - - - - 300 - - 150 - -
Sir George Pownal, knight - - 300 - - 300 - - - ~ - - - - - - - - Dead. 
Mrs. Elmsley - - - - 200 - - 200 - - - - - - 200 - - 100 - -Mrs. Taylor - - - - - 50 - - 50 - - - - - - - - - - - - Dead. 
Mrs. Le Maistl'e - - - - 50 - - 50 - - - - - - 50 - - 25 - -MiRs De Louviere - - - - 21 12 - 21 12 - - - - - 21 12 

=1 
10 16 -Mrs. Rottot - - - - - 36 - - 36 - - - - - - 36 - 18 - -

Henry Harwood - - - - 30 - - 30 - - - - - - 30 - 15 - -l\Iiss Finlay - - - - - 20 - - 20 - - - - - - 20 - - 10 - -Miss Mackay - - - - 18 - - 18 - - - - - - 18 - - 9 - -
Miss Desbarats - - - - 18 - - 18 - - - - - - 18 - - 9 Widow Savage au - 12 - -- - - - - 12 - - - - - - 12 - - 6 Two Misses Montizambert, tol. 20 - -at - - 20 - - - - - - 20 - - 10 each. - -
Three Mises Launiere, at 10/. each - 30 - - 30 - - - - - - 30 - - 15 Miss SchinOler 5 - -- - - - - - 5 - - - - - - 5 2 10 - - -

Surveyor-Genera!'s Office: 

Salary of the sun'eyor-general _ - 450 - - 450 - - - - - - 450 225 Dittu of the first clerk - - 182 10 - - - -- - 182 10 - - - - - 182 10 91 5 - -
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SERVICE. 

Surveyor-General's Office-continued. 

Salary of the second clerk - -
Allowance for stationery, 

office servant, 40 l. 
20l., and 

Expenses of Postages - - -
Ditto of surveys - - -
Militia Staff and Contingencies: 

Salary of the adjutant-general - _ 
Ditto of the deputy adjutant-general 
Ditto of two provincial aides-de-camp 
Ditto of a clerk in the office - _ 
Ditto uf a messenger in the office -
Expenses of stationery, printing and 

postages. 

Miscellaneous Expenses: 

Salary of the grand voyer of the dis-
trict of Quebec. 

Salary of the grand voyer of the dis-
trict of Montreal. 

Salary of the grand voyer of the dis-
trict of Three Rivers. 

alary of the sun-eyor of highways at 
Gaspe. 

S 

S 

E 
D 

alary of the inspector of chimnies at} 
Three Rivers. 
xpenses of printing the laws - -
itto of repair and care of public 
buildings, keeping up winter roads, 
&c. 

T o be applied in payment of such 
necessary, unavoidable and unfore-
seen expenses as may be required 
for furthering the public business of 
Government during the year. 

Expenses of collecting the Casual 
and Territorial Revenue: 

alary of the clerk of the terriers of S 

C 
the King's domain. 

ommission to the inspector-general 
of the domain, on the accounts of 
quints and lads et ventes. 

Expenses hitherto paid out of the 
Funds arising from the Estates 
of the late Order of Jesuits; 

S alary of the commissioner for ma-
naging the estates. 

llowance to ditto for a clerk -A 
C ontingent expenses of the office of 

ditto. 
R 

R 

etiring allowance of H. W. Kyland, 
esq., late treasurer. 
etiring allowance of G. H. Ryland, 

s 

esq., as late secretary to the Board., 

alal'Y of the master of the grammar- ' 
school at Quebec. 

Ilowance for rent of a house for 
that school. 

A 

S 

A 

alary of the master of the grammar-
school at Montreal. 

llowance for a rent of a house for 
that school. 

llowance to the secretary of the 
Royal Institution, for a c1~rk and 

A 

contingencies. 

AI lowance to ditto, for ditto, for the 

and 30th Sept. 1831, at 361. sterl. 
period between 18th June 1830 I 
per ann., whIch has not been paid. 

Amount Amount 
Rstimated for Voled f~r 

1833, 1833, 
Sterling. Sterling. 

£. s. d. £. s. 
150 - - 150 -

CO - - 60 -
10 - - - -

200 - - - -

450 - - 450 -
270 - - 270 -
360 - - 180 -
123 3 9 123 3 

60 4 6 60 4 
250 - - 250 -

150 - - 150 -
150 - - 150 -

90 - - 90 -
50 - - 50 -

'25 - - 25 -
11,300 - - 1,100 -
1,250 - - 900 -

1,000 - - - -

. 
90 - - 90 -

300 - - 300 -

180 - - 180 -
90 - - 90 -
80 - - 80 -
67 10 - - -
45 - - - -

~Oo - - 100 -

90 - - 90 -
200 - - 100 -

54 - - 54 -
36 - - 36 -

46 17 - -

TOTAL AMOUNT, Sterling - - £. 154,604 16 6147,253 19 

Amount 
Estimated for 

Explanation •. 1836, 
Sterling. 

d. £. s. d. 

- - - - - 150 - -
- - - - - 70 - -
- - - - - 10 - -
- - - - - 50 - -

- - - - - 450 - -- - - - - 270 - -- - - - - 360 - -
9 - - - - 123 3 9 
6 - - - - 60 4 6 
- - - - - 200 - -

- - - - - 150 - -
- - - - - 150 - -
- - - - - 90 - -
- - - - - 50 - -
- {Salary of inspector Of} 

chimnies at Quebec 60 - -
- - - - - 1,000 - -
- - - - - 1,000 - -
- - - - - 1,000 - -

- - -- 90 - -
- - - - 300 - -

f""d, pro,id,d h'} be not a member of 180 - -- the Legislative, nor 
Executive Council. 

- - - - - 90 - -
- - - - - 80 - -

- - - - - 67 10 -
- - - - - 45 - -

CO'"' pm,id,d b'} do teach gratuitously 

- at least 20 children 200 - -
belonging to desti-
tute persons. 

- - - - - 90 - -
- - - ditto - - 200 - -
- - - - - 54 - -
- - - - - 36 - -

Salary to the secre-} 
tary of the Royal 90 - -
Institntion - -

Ditto to a messenger} 
to ditto - - ~5 - -

- -

6 

27 

Amount 
Voted for 

Six Months, Explanation •. 
Sterling. 

£. s. d. 

75 - -
30 - - - - Reduced to 

same as in 1833. 
- - - - - Omitted, as in 

1833. 
- - - - ditto. 

225 - -
135 - -

90 - - - - Salary of one 
61 11 10! aide-de-camp only 
30 2 3 voted, as in 1833. 

100 - -

75 - -
75 - -
45 - - . 
25 - -

- - - Refused. 

500 - -
500 - -

- - - - - Omitted, as in 
1833. 

I 
I 

I I 
45 - -

150 - -

- - - Omitted. 

- - - ditto. 
- - - ditto. 

- - - - - Omitted, as In 
1833. 

- - - - ditto. 

50 - - - - Reduced, as in 
1833. 

45 - - - - Reduced, as in 
1833. 

50 - -
27 - -

18 - -

- - - Omitted. 

- - - ditto. 

- -

N. B.-There were several other small sums contained in the Bill for 1836, which had not been estimated for. 
0.24. D 4 
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MEMORANDUM of Items omitted by the House of Assembly in the Six Months' Supply Bill 
for 1836, though inserted in the Estimates for that Year. 

ITElIlS ESTIMATED FOR. 

Civil secretary's postage 
Contingent expenses attending the care of the building - - -
Nine executive councillors (being the whole council) at 100 I. each 
Assistant clerk to the council 
Speaker of the Legislative Council -
Law clerk to ditto 
Master in Chancery to ditto· - - - -
Keeper of the apartments of the House of Assembly 
l\I r. Justice Gale -
J urlge of Vice-Admiralty 
Coronel' of St. Francis -
Clerk of the Court of Appeals 
Crier of the court at Montreal 
Tipstaff at ditto 
Crier of the court at St. Francis 
Contingent bill of the coroner of St. Francis -
Postage of surveyor-general's department 
Contingent expenses of surveys 
Inspector of chimnies, Quebec 
Unavoidable and unforeseen expense3 in furthering public business during the 

year -

Jesuits' Estates: 
The commissioner -
Allowance for clerk for ditto -
Contingent expenses of the department - - - - -
Retired allowance to the Hon. H. W. Ryland, as late treasurel' -
Hetired allowance to G. H. Hyland, as late secretary to the board of commissioners 
Secretary to the Royal Institution -
Messenger to ditto 

AMOUNT 
in Sterlillg. 

£. s. d. 
1,300 

25 
goo 
182 10 
goo 
180 

81 
49 10 

goo 
200 -

50 
120 

20 
18 
12 10 
25 
10 
50 
60 - -

1,000 

180 
go -
80 
67 10 
45 -
go -
25 

MEMORANDUM of Items Reduced by the House of Assembly in the Six Months'Supply 
Bill for 1836. 

I T E 1\1 S EST I 1\'1 ATE D FOR. 

Stationery, printing, &c. in the Civil Secretary's Office -
Rent of the Office for registering Grants of Crown Lands 
Contingent expenses of fllel in public offices - - - -
Allowance for two clerks and contingencies for the inspector-

general of public accounts 
Allowance for judges' circuits 
Contingent bills of Crown law officers - - _ 
Clerks of the peace, Quebec, and for police purposes 
Ditto - - - Montreal ditto 
Ditto - - - - Three Rivers'- ditto 
Clerks of the courts at Gaspe ~ - - - _ _ 
For subprenas, care of Crown witnesses for the criminal terms 

of Three Rivers 
Allowance for stationery and office servant for the surveyor-

general's department 
Provincial aides-de-camp 
Master of the grammar school at Quebec 
Ditto - - - - - - - at Montreal 
Physician to the gaol, Quebec 
Ditto - - - Montreal 
Ditto - - - - - Three Rivers 

AMOUNT 
in Sterling. 

£. s. d. 
600 

54 
100 

200 

475 
2,200 

740 
630 
400 
140 

7 0 

70 
360 
200 
200 
200 
200 

80 

REDUCED TO, 
in Sterling. 

£. e. d. 
400 

45 
75 

100 

375 
1,200 

400 

300 
200 
100 

60 

60 
180 
100 
100 
100 
100 
50 
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COpy of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to the Elld of Go.yord. 

My Lord, Downing-street, 7 June 1836. 
B IS Majesty having had under his consideration the address of the House of 

General Assembly of Lower Canada, on the state of public affairs in that province, 
has commanded me to convey to the House, through your Lordship, the following 
answer. , 

The King contemplates with deep regret tile ill sllccess of His Majesty's efforts 
to remove from the minas of the representatives of the people of Lower Canada 
those distrusts and jealousies with which they appear unfortunately to have bern 
aff~c.ted. Conscious however that his measures have been dictated by an earnest 
solIcitude for the welfare of all classes of his Canadian subjects, ullmixed with any 
motive of a less just and liberal cbaracter, His Majesty awaits with tranquillity the 
result of this long and painful discussion, assured that when the misconceptions of 
th.e moment shall llUve passed away, his labours for the prosperity of Lower Canada 
Will be repaid by the confidenc€ of the inhauitants of that province, of whatever 
c1abs or national origin. 

His Majesty is sustained and encouraged in tbese bopes by observing that the 
House of Assembly were led to grant the supplies only for six months, and to pre
fer their present complaints, apparently in consequence of the publicatIOn of some 
detached passages frOlll my despatch of the 17th of last Jill y, on \\ hich passag~s 
the House have founded the remark, "that the researches authorized by His 
Majesty for tbe purpose of ascertaining the means of doing justice to his Caoarlian 
subjects were on several of tbe most essential points, limited by preconce;ved 
opinions and allticipated decisions." 

This supposition even if it had received any countenance from the insulated 
extracts from my instructiolls to you and your colleagues in the Canada Commis
sion, which were brought under the notice of the House of Assembly, would have 
been entirely removed if the House had been in possession of the whole of those 
instructions. They" ould have found not only that the general tenor of those 
instructions favoured an entire freedom of inquiry and judf,mellt by the Commis
sioners, but that the most unequivocal language had been studiously employed for 
the express purpose of counteracting the opposite opinion. I know not how it 
would have been possiule to have expressed His Majesty's gracious intentions in 
terms stlOnger or more unambiguous. In my despatch ot the 17th July last, 
I stated that "although your duty as Commissioners would be exclusively to 
inquire, to deliberate and to report, yet within tbe sphere of that duty you were 
placed under no restrictions, excepting such as the necessity of the case or your 
own judgments might prescribe." • 

I concluded my instructions by "disclaiming the remotest. intention of fettering 
your discretion, or of restricting in any degree the exerci:>e ot your o\\'n judgments. 
either as to the subjects of inquiry, or the opiuions at which you might arrive." 
I observed that 'in the cour:oe ot your investigcilion new topics would occur to 
you, and new \iews of topics alrea.dy fumiliar would present. themselves." "'t~o.u 
will not" I added, "on any occaSJon or flJr any reason shrlllk from the expliCit 
declaration of vour sentiments. You will not decline any inquiry, the prosecution 
of which may promise benefit to the colony or to the mother country." 

If the whole of my despatch of the 17th of J.uly had been before the. ~ouse .of 
Assembly, they would have found in t~lebe and. H~ other passages a s.ufficlen~ .dls
proof of the supposition that your inqUiry was lll11lted by any preconceived Opl11lOnS 
or anticipated decisions. .,. . 

It is indeed true that in approaclllng tlllS subject, I rec?r?ed reas~ns .whlch 
strongly enforce the closest po~sible ad~lel:ellce to. the e~ls.tl1lg. constitutIOn of 
IJrovillcial Government. III every part ot hiS extensive doml11l?ns It has been .the 
constant object of His Majesty to correct real abusc~, and to. IL1tr~duce. sucl~ .Im
provements as the existing state of society a.nd the deliberate vOIce o! publIc opln~~n, 
have appeared to demand. But to reconcile necessary ~hang~s wI~h th: stability 
of political and social institutions has b~en. no less an object WIth HIS MaJes~y. ~t 
once to reform in the spirit of the consutu~JOn, a.nd to oppose. changes concel.ved I.n 
a contrary spirit, is a duty which the KlOg Will never shrmk from avowing hiS 
intention to fultil. 
.0.24· In 
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In conformity with this rule you were. directed to "~pply yourselyes to the 
investigation of this part of the general sU~lect, end.e~vol1rlOg to asce.rtal~ h.ow. far 
the Legislative Oouncil has really answered the ungma~ ob~~cts of Its mstltutJ?n, 
and considering of what amendments it may be susceptIble. You were also 10-

formed that" when your Report should have been received, His Majesty would 
take into his most serious consideration the questions whether there are any al~lend
ments in the law on this subject, which it would be fit to propose for the consldera
of the Imperial Legislature; and which, being founded on the principles and C~)ll
cej..'ed in the spirit of the Act of 179 I, may be calculat~d to rend~r th~ practr~al 
operation of that statute more conformable to the WIshes and IOtenhons of Its 
framers." 

If it be inquired what definite meaning is to be attached to the terms which 
I have thus employed, I answer that the' principle of the Constitution of 1791 . is, 
that there shall be two distinct and independent Houses of Legislature. Adhermg 
to this general principle, it remains for your Lordship and your colleagues, acting 
on the instructions addressed to you as Commissioners, to inquire how the most 
effectual means can be taken for securing such a Legislative Council as shall enjoy at 
once a due share of puulic confidence, and a full exercise of an enlightened and 
independent judgment on aJl matters submitted for its consideration. 

The fears of some and the hopes of others, have placed a more narrow con
struction on the extracts from my despatch of the 17th July. In disavowing that 
meaning, I make no new concession, but simply adbere to the ,"iews which I was 
honoured by His M'~ie£ty's commands to expres~ before. Such as the intentions 
ofRis Majesty's contidential advisers were on this subject III July last, such they 
still continue. 

The address further advances a complaint connected with the Executive 
Government of Lower Canada; a complaint which does not find a place either 
in the 92 resolutions of 1834, or in any of the earlier addresses or votes of the 
House of Assembly. The House now, however, state the necessity of establishing in 
the province what is termed" a responsible and popular government." Understand
ing these expressions in their obvious sense, His Majesty is happy to declare that 
they do not advance beyond the principles by which it is his pleasure and command 
that the Executive Government of Lower Canada should be administered. It 
is His Majesty's desire and injunction that full and early explanations should be 
afforded to the representatives of the people of all important measures adopted 
by the Government; that the Assembly should enjoy the most ample opportunity 
of explaining, both to the King himself and to His l\lajesty's representative in the 
province, their opinions and their wishes respecting every such measure; that the 
imputed misconduct of any public officer, with the exception of course of His 
Majesty's representative, the Governor, who mllst be responsible directly to the 
King and the Imperial Parliament, should be closely and impartially investigated; 
that means should be devised for bringing to trial and punishment within the 
province itself every such officer to whose charge any malversation in office may 
be laid; and that effectual security should be taken for the zealous co-operation 
of all subordinate officers in every measure advised by the Legislature, and 
sanctioned by the King, for the general welfare of His Majesty's subjects. 

The address of the Assembly calls upon His Majesty to recommend to Par
liament the repeal of the British Statute respecting the tenures of land in Lower 
Canada. If the House had been in possession of my despatch of the 1 ith of 
July, they would have probably waived this application. They would have been 
aw~re that the reluctan.ce of the King to recommend to Parliament any measure 
whIch could be plaUSIbly represented as an unnecessary interference with the 
internal affairs of the province is the single obstacle to tile introduction of a Bill 
on that suhject. -

The address proceeds to demand the repeal of the Act, and the revocation of 
the charter under which the British North American Land Company is incor. 
porated, and the resumption of the lands which have been sold to them. I shall 
1I0t, I trust,. be thought for~etflll of \\ hat is due to the privileges and dignity of 
th~ House, If I ~o. not shrmk from the avowal.of any op!nion deliberately enter
tamed by the MIOIsters of the Crown, though It be not 10 accordance with the 
sentiments o! the ~epre,sen,tatives of the Canadian people. I must, therefore, 
state that HIS Majesty s Government cannot proceed to the consideration of the 
questions raised by the Assembly respecting the British North American Land 
Company, unless it can first be established, in due course of law, that the claim of 

the 
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the company to their corporate character, and to' their lands is invalid. No con
sid~rations, ho.":ever urgent, o~ temporary or apparent expediency, not even the 
desire ~o concIlIate the goodwill of the Assembly of Lower Canada, than which 
no. m?tlve call ~e of greater weight, could reconcile His Majesty to a measure the 
prJ~clp~e of which would endanger the foundation of all proprietary titles and all 
SOCial rights. 

The remaining topics embraced in the address require, on the present occasion 
no very lengthened notice, because, when attentively considered, that document 
does not appear to advance any principle respecting them essentially different 
from those. whi.ch .a~e a?mitted or maintained in my despatch of .the 17th .of July. 

Respectmg JudICial mdepenrlence, the Assembly frankly admIt the entIre coin
cidence between the opinions of His Majesty's Ministers and their own. 

'Vith regard to the settlement and managemect of the uncleared lands, and to 
all questions of finance, I trust that I am not mistaken in supposing that no 
essential difference in principle exists between the sentiments contained in the 
address and those expressed in my despatch of the 17th July. 

And now, referring to the preceding remarks, I conceive myself entitled to state, 
that there did not exist during the last session any real or substantial difference of 
opinion between the Ministers of the Crown and the House of Assembly on any 
question regardin~ which His Majesty's Government felt at liberty to take any 
immediate proceeding. No sillgle complaint had been alleged which had not been 
either promptly removed or made the subject of impartial inquiry. No maladminis
tration of the afiairs of the province was imputed to your Lordship. Without any 
actual controversy with the Executive Government, the House however declined a 
compliance with the proposition to provide for the arrears and for the supplies pend
ing the inquiry. His Majesty does not deny that this is a power which the law has 
entrusted to the representatives of the people; but he cannot admit that on the 
present occasion the recourse to the exercise of that power can be attributed to any 
indisposition on the part of His Majesty to accord thl:: fullest measure of justice to 
His Canadian subjects. On a review of all the circumstances of the case, His 
Majesty's Government are led i.o the conclusion that the course pursued by the 
House is to be ascribed to the misapprehension of the tenor of your Lordship'S 
Instructions, induced by the publication of a few detached passages from them. 
Your Lordship will therefore communicate to the HOllse a cOlllplete copy of those 
Instructions, and will renew your application for the arrears now due to the public 
officers, and for the funds necessary to carryon His Majesty's service. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) Glenelg. 

-No.5.-

EXTRACT of a DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to the Earl of Goyord, uated 
Downing-street, 8th June 1836. 

My Lord, 
I HA VE to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship'S despatches of the 10th 

and 12th March. 
It can scarcely be necessary for me to assure you that ~one but mctiv~s of the 

most urgent nature would ha~e induced m~ to postpone? tIll. the present tlm.e, the 
answer to those communicatIOns. I abstam from enterIng mto all explanatIOn of 
the causes of that delay, except to observe that the co~sideration .of tb~ posture :>f 
affairs in Upper Canada has not failed to enter largely mto the dehberatlOns of HIS 
Majesty's Government on this occasion. 

J * ,., *' ,., * "" * .' 
* * * * 

In my despatches of July last, the general principles. by whi.ch you are t~ be 
guided have been fully laid down, and the commumcatlons whIch I have sJ~ce 
received from your Lordship, prove that yo~ have clearly understood those pnn
ciples, and are prepared to act firmly and consl~tentJy upon them. T~e confidence 
which His Majesty's Government have placed m your ze~l and ~ound Judgmen~ has 
been confirmed lly every report which they ha.ve rc.celved of your proceedmgs. 
They feel therefore that in referring t? your dls~reuon .the measures .now to be 
taken, they not only secure the great object of consistency III the proceedmgs of ~he 
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respective Governments of the Canadian provinces, but are best consulting for His 
Majesty's service, and for the welfare of his subjects at large.. . . 

You will not, I am persuaded, suppose that in adopting thiS course, the Mllllsters 
of the Crown are seeking to shrink from the resJ1unsibility which justly attaches to 
them, or to impose on )'~u an undue share of it. You will, wit;l ),our wonte? can
dour feel that \\ e are actuated b\' no other motives than the apprehensIOn of 
imp:ding measures which it is scai'cely possible that we should, safely direct! and 
you will undertake the duty thus committed to you with that teal less ~nd S1l1gle
minded determination to promote the welfare of the important provmce under 
your government, by which your administration of its affairs has hitherto been 
cbaracterized. 

In order that you may be able to act with the requisite freedom, it is however 
necessary that I should shortly explain the motives which have induced the Govern
ment to'decline a cOlllpliance \\ ith the recommendation made in th~ Rt'p.or~ of the 
13th Marcb, of your Lord~hip and your collea~ues in the Canada Commlss!~n. 

That Repurt pn'ceeds upon a supposition, that a crisis had ar~'ived. requlfln~ a.1l 
extreme remedy; and jf His l\1ajesty's Government were satls/Jed that thiS IS 
really the case, they would be ready to consider "hat would be the proper mea
sures to be adopted in such an emergency. At present, however, they do not feel 
themselves called upon to give any opinion on that subject, because i! does n?t 
appear to them that the extrel1lity assumed in tbe Report actually eXists. It IS 

true that tbe House of Assembly haVE: rcfu~ed the supplies for more than six month!!, 
and have presented complaints to the Throne, calling at the same time for an early 
reply. But on a review of all that bas passerl, the conclusion seems to be war
ranted, that the HOllse have so acted under a misconception of the instructions 
issued to your Lortbhip and your colleagueR, as Commissioners of Inquiry. 

I have already signifird to your L~rdship His 1\1a jesty's approbation of the 
speech with \\bich you opened the late Session of the Assembly. The peculiar 
circumstances under which you assumed the Government of Lower Canada 
required a full exposition of the views and policy of His Majesty's Government, 
with reference to that country, and such an exposition was given by that speech. 
At the same time, ill communicatincr to the Assembly of the Province, the sub
stance and not the copies of yonr in~tructions, you adopted a course which was in 
conformity "ith that usually followed by the representatives of His Majesty on 
opening the session of Provincial Lp.gislatures. I~eeling himself called on to arlopt 
a different course, Sir F. Head unconsciously conveyed to the public in both pro
vinces an impression of the nature of the instructions under which your Lordship 
and your colleagues werp. acting, not merely imperfect, but materially inaccurate. 
The portions of those instrucfions quoted in my despatch to Sir F. Head, were 
detached from the context by which they were explained and illustrated, the object 
with which I wrote to Sir F. Head not demanding such illustration and explanation. 
When the comparatively brief epitome of them contained in your speech at the 
commencement of the session, came to be collated witb those detached passages 
frolll the original, I du not think it a just matter of surprise that the comparison 
should h~l~e occasioned cOllsiderable perplexity. U nwortby and incredible as were 
the susplcl~ns thus originating, it is yet a subject rather of regret than of astonish
men,t, that 111 the excited state of tbe public mind, and in the strife of contending 
partlCs, means should have been founn to propa!Y21te distrust, and to have induced 
~ belief that the real intentions of His Majesty~ Government were less just and 
liberal than the .A~~embly, judging from your Lordship's ~peech, had inferred them 
to be. 

In my despatch of the 7th installt, I have pointed out what I conceive to 
have been the misapprehension under which the House of Assembly laboured, 
as t? th~ ter!ns a~d lIJeaning o~ the instru.ctions respecting the constit~ti~n of the 
~eglslatl\'e CouDel1. If the view taken Il1 that despatch be correct, It IS clearly 
Just .that the .Home should not be held to be committed to a course adopted under 
a lniScOl:ceptlOn,. but should have an opportunity of reconsidering the subject with 
the. full ll1!or",lallOn as to the views and intentions of His Majesty's Government, 
whIch they Will have deri\'ed frolll the perusal of the whole of the instructions 
addressed to yo~r Lordship and your colleagues . 

. The mo~t obvIOUS cour~e of proc,e<::ding is,-therefore, that of convening an imn~e
dl3te SessIOn o! the ~eglslature. ot Low~r Canada, to afford them the opportumty 
for such re-~onslderatIOl', a,nd, with that VIew, I have addressed to your Lordship my 
accompanyll1g despatch, ot tlw ith instant. In pursuance of the principle already 
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PAPERS RELATING TO LOWER CANADA. 33 

me~t~oned, His M~jesty's Gov~roment, howe~er, refer exclusively to your Lordship's 
decIsIOn the propriety of holdlllg such a seSSlOll, and the time at which it should be 
con.vened. If yO~1 should decide on taking that step, it would be premature, 
until the result of It should be known, to consider any other expedients whatever 
might be their character. ' 
. If your Lo~dship should. see fit to hold a session for the purpose I have men
tlO~ed, ~ou wIll a~t accordlll~ to your own judgment upon the various questions 
wh~ch wIll then arise; such, t~r example, as ~he gr~nting or withholding any funds 
whIch the ~ssembly may reqUlr.e to n:eet their contmgellt expenses, the pl'Orogation 
of the seSSIOn, and even the dlssolu~1011 of the Assembly, if, on mature reflection, 
that co~rse sho~ld se~m to you expedl~nt. In the same manner it will be for your 
Lordship to decIde wllether sound pohcy will require the dissolution of the House 
before another meeting sballtake place. 

It is in th~ s~n:e manner re[erred ~o your own judgment to consider what may 
be the mos.t JudICIOUS mode ot applyll1g to the puulic service in Lower Canada the 
future receIpt from the hereditary and territorial revenue. 

So long as you shall adhere to the general principles of the instructions which 
you have already received, it is His Majesty's pleasure and command that you 
should act according to your own judglllent in whatever manner you may think 
lJe~t adapted, to n~e.et the exjgencie~, not of ~ower Canada only, but generally of 
HIs MUJesty s British North AmerIcan PrOV\llces. 

An attempt has indeed been recently made to urge His Majesty to an instant 
decision upon some of the most important subjects c0l11mitted to your Lordship 
and your colleagues for your and their investigation and report; the attempt has 
been resisted, and for the uest reasons. • 

·When, in the summer of 1835, His Majesty's Ministers advised the King to 
institute tbe inquiries with which your Lordship and your colleagues are charged, 
and declared the Report of the Commissioners must precede auy decision on the 
main questions in debate. they acted under the influence of reasons, in the force 
and justice of which they then placed, and still continue to place, confidence. 
U nexpf'cted occurrences, indeed, have subsequently affected the grounds of their 
.anticipations as to the probaule results of that mission. But although obliged to 
shape their course in some degree according to the pressure of circumstances, yet 
His Majesty's l\linisters "ill not be diverted by the events to which 1 refer, from 
a prosecution of the general plan of conduct which they had prescribed to them
selves. Adbering to the opinion that on the main questions in debate, they require 
for their assistance the information and suggestions to be supplied by the Reports 
of the Commissioners, they intend still to await the arrival of tlJose reports, and will 
not consent to be hurried into premature and precipitate conclusions. 

I must here observe, that tbe Report of the Commissioners of the 13th March 
cannot be taken as conveying a final and deliberate judgment formed in reference 
to general and permanent considerations? rather t~lUn to pas.sing ci.rcumstan~~s and 
agitations. It bas, on the contrary, a dIrect relatIOn to the ImmedIate condItIOn of 
the province at tbat moment. The Commissioners expressly state, that under 
other circumstances they would probauly have thought it proper to defer their 
Report on one important subject until they had made more detailed inquiries; but 
that if their opinion be now required, at once and without furthcr consideration, 
they must give it as there recorded. 

Un the topic which is immediatdy referred to in the foregoing remarks, and 011 

the other main subjects of your inquiries, His Majesty's Government will expect 
the Heport of the Commissioners, after the fullest research and deliberation, by the 
close of the present summer. Twelve months will then have elapsed from your 
arrival in Canada, a period sufficiently long for coming to a mature judgment on 
all the principal questions in debate; to delay your final Reports to a latcr period 
might occasion, and perhaps justify, complaint. 

In my despatch of the 17th J.uly 1835, I have stat.ed that your L~r~ship would 
be at liberty to apprise the publIc officers of the provlDce that the Mmlsters of the 
Crown unreservedly acknowledge it ~o be their dut~ to employ all constitutional 
means for the protection of t.he pubh? servants .ag~mst the loss of emoluments 
earned in His Majesty's servIce. ThiS commUOlcatlOn, therefore, ~as probably 
been made to them' you will now state to therll that, although cIrcumstances 
prevent the immedi;te liquidation of. the.ir demands in full, yet ~is l\lujesty~s 
Ministers do not the less admit the oblIgatIon of the pledge already given for their 

ultimate satisfaction. 
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, If your Lordship should, on the receipt of this despatch see fit, i~ the exercise 
of your discretion, to hold a session of the Assembly, and to commuDlcate to them 
the accompanying answer from His Majesty to the last Address of the House, 
I would yet indulge the hope that on the receipt of that communication the House 
of Assembly may see reason to lay aside that mistrust and jealousy of His Majesty's 
Government which they have hitherto entertained, and to make provision for 
defraying the arrears, and for providing for the public service of the province? but 
even if this hope should be disappointed, I shall not regret that the opportunity of 
reconsidering their decision has been offered to the Assembly. Whatevel' course 
may then become necessary will at least have this vindication, that it was not taken 
until every other resource had been exhausted; the representatives of the people 
deliberately adhering to the extreme exercise of their powers, without any complaint, 
either just or plausible, against the Executive Government. 

If we may judge from what has passed in Parliament, it would seem that the 
appropriation under my instructions of the territorial and hereditary revenue will 
he complained of as un infringement of the rights of the AiSsembly, and an unlawful 
use of money of which they alone had the right to dispose. 

The title, however, of the Crown to the funds in question, rests on the clearest 
grounds of u<;age; of the practice of all other colonies, of legal authority, and of 
constitutional principle. The use made by the Crown of that right on this occa
sion is vindicated on considerations, not merely of policy, but of justice and public 
duty. 

As the House of Assembly, in their address to His Majesty, have expressed their 
hope that the Provincial Parliament will be called together for its next session at 
an early period, it seems scarcely necessary to suppose the case that the House 
may refuse to meet at all in sufficient numbers for the transaction of business; 110r 
sho'uld I have adverted to a contingency so improbahle, had it not been rumoured 
in this country that this is the course actually contemplated by the members of 
the Assembly. If sUl.:h an event should occur, or if the House should meet and 
refuse supplies, it will be for you to consider whether an immediate dissolution 
would be advisable. And if, in reference to the state of public feeling in the pro
vince, and the probable result of such a measure, such should be your opinion, you 
will proceed to act accordingly. This matter is; however, in pursuance of the 
principle already so often noticed, left entirely to your discretion. 

It appears to me indispensable to the right conduct of these affairs, that your 
Lordship and Sir F. Head should maintain the most constant and unreserved inter
course with each other, on every question in which the two provinces are jointly 
interested; and that you should, to the utmost possible extent, act in concert and 
harmony with each other, I shall immediately address corresponding instructions 
to that officer. 

I cannot conclude this despatch, without expressing to your Lordship how 
deeply, in common with my colleagues, I feel for the situation in which yOU are 
placed. You are calJed to exercise duties highly honourable indeed but· painful 
and ungracious. That you will be sustained in the discharge of them by your zeal 
for His Majesty's service, and by the conscious sense of the upright and benevolent 
motives by which you are animated, His Majesty's Government entertain the fullest 
confidence; but they do not the less regret that the strength and soundness of your 
public principles should be subjected to so severe a test. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) Glenelg. 

-No.6.-

COpy of a DESPATCH from the Earl of Goiford to Lord Glenelg. 

~ 
My Lord, . Castle of St .. Lewis, Quebec, 28th Sept. 1836. 

~o· ~ I HAVE the honour hereWIth to transmit a copy of the speech with which 

~
%o~. q.. I opened the session of the Provincial Parliament on the 22d instant together 

~
~o.~. with copies of the Addresses of the Legislative Council and House of Assembly 

roo ~. in answer to it, and my replies to each. ' 
't\0' ~. I have, &c. &c. 

(signed) Goiford. 
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Enclosure 1, in No.6. 

Gentlemen o~ the Legislative Counc,il, Gentlemen of the House of Assembly, 
• TH ~ events w hlC~ marked the close of last session of the Provincial Parliament have 
occasIOned your belOg convened at this unusual season of the year. 

The Addres~ on the stll:~e of the province then voted to His Majesty by the House 0 

Assemb,ly havlOg be~n lal? at the f~ot .of the Throne, I feel it my duty to avail myself of 
the earliest opportullIty ot communlcatmg the answer which His Majesty has been graci
ously pleased to return thereto. I shall therefore transmit a copy of it, in the usual way, 
to the House of Assembly; and shall, at t~e same, time, in obedi,ence to the King's express 
commands" place ~efore both Houses the mstructlOns under which I assumed the govern
ment ~f ~lJls province, as well as those addressed to myself and my colleagues in the Royal 
Commission. 

Gentlemen of the House of Assemblv, 
In ~omplianc~ with the injunctions of His Majesty, I have again to recommend to your 

~ttentlOll the estlm~t~s fol' the current ~ear, and also the accollllts, showing the arrears due 
III resp,ect for the CIVil government, which were laid before you during the last session. 
The ,Ktng has observed that you were induct-d, in that session, to grant the supplies only 
for SIX months, and I? prefer the complaints contained in your Add ress, apparently in con
sequence of the publication of a few detached passages from the instructions to which 
I have alluded, and of inferences drawn from them, which a knowledge of their entire con
tents must be expected to remove. H is Majesty thinks it therefore but just that you should 
not be held to be committed to a course adopted under a misconception, bitt should have 
an opportunity of reconsidering your conclu.ions with the full information as to the views 
and intentions of His Government, which you will derive from the perusal of the whole of 
the documents to be laid before you; and he trusts that upon your becoming acquainted 
with their general tenor and spirit you will accede to the application which I made to you 
at the commencement of the last session, and which I am commanded now to renew, for 
payment of the arrears due on account of the public service, and for the funds necessary 
to carryon the civil government of the province. 

That the vusiness of government cannot be carried on successfully whilst the salaries 
of the public servants remain unpaid, is too obvious, I hope, to leave room for a suspicion 
on the mind of any one that, in making t~is renewed demand for the liquidation of these just 
claims, either H is Majesty's Min isters in England, or I, who bear his delegated authority 
in this province, can have any object in view separate from the public good. 

Gentlemen of the Legislative Council, Gentlemen of the House of Assembly, 
As this meeting of the Legislature has been convened for the purposes I have already 

mentioned, and as a pr(.longed abst'nce from your homes at this particular season of the 
year may be attended with inconvenience to you, it is not my present intention to recom
mend any other matters to ,'our consideration. I cannot, however, refi'ain from congratu
lating you on the summer having passed away without any signs of ,epidemical ,disell:se, 
for which \I e ought to feel deeply thankful, nor from publicly expressmg my gratification 
at the reception 1 everywhere met with in my recent visits to different parts of t~e province. 

It is to me matter of the highest satisfaci ion to know that the exposition whICh I made 
to you at our first mectin,!! of the views and policy of His, Majesty's ~'Iiniste~s towar,ds 
this countr)" and of the principles which should guide me III the admmtstratlOn, of Its 

affairs, is fully borne cut by the documents I shall lay before you, and has, met With the 
approbation of my Sovereign. From the day I entered on my arduous dU\les, I have, to 
the very utmost of my ability, acted up to the principles 1 professed; nor have I ever 
ceased to remember that the two first objects of my government were, the removal of 
abuses, and the reconcilement of opposing parties. By caution, by forbearance, and by 
the exercise of what I believe to be a liberal policy, I have sO,ught.t0 promote, the welfare 
of the country, and to gain your confidence. If I succeed m, thl,s latter object, I shall 
rejoice at it, principally because it will afford me the means o,t domg the weater good; 
and if I fail of success, I shall always be consoled by the consclOusness of havmg laboured 
earnest!) to deserve it. 

Castle of St. Lewis, Quebec, 22 Sept. 1836. 

Enclosure 2, in No.6. 

To His Excellency the Right Honourable Al'chibald Earl of Gosford, Baron W orlingham 
of Beccles, &c. &c. 

May it please your Excellency" "" 
,,; E, His Majesty's dutiful and loyal subjects, the Legislative CounCIl of Lower Canada, 

in Provincial Parliament assembled, beg leave to return our humble th,anks for your speech 
from the throne, and we conceive that the present state ?f the provlDce and, th~ events 
which marked the close of the last session of the ProvinCIal Par~lamellt, fully Justify your 
Excellency in having called LIS toge,ther at this, unusual season ot the year. . 

We participate in the general Il1tereat which must be produced by the ~nswer of HIS 

Majesty to the Address of the House of Assembly on the state of the provmce; and we 
0.24. E 4 shall 

Enclosure 1, 
in No.6. 

Enc10 sure 2, 
in No.6. 
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shall receive with the attention due to the importance of the subj~c~ the, communication 
of the instructions under which your Excellency assumed the admll1lstratlOll of th~ Go
vernment, as well as those addressed to your Excellency and to your colle~gues m the 
Roval Commission, which the King has been pleased to command to be laid before the 
two branches of the Provincial Legislature. , 

We agree with your Excellency that it is a principle, too ob~iolls to ~e demed th~t the 
administration of the ~overnment cannot be satisfacLOnly cameu 011 whilst the salaries uf 
the public servants remain unpaid, , ' 

We duly appreciate your Ex'!ellency's consideration for Ol~r pers~nal cOl1Venlenc~ III 

not wishing to cause a prolonged absence from our homes at t~IS particular seas~n of the 
year by the recommendation of any other matters to Ollr attentic,n t~3;n t~os(' willch your 
'Excellency has specially mentioned in your Speec~., W e h~mbly Jom With your Excel
lency in the expression of our thankfulness to lhvme PrOVidence that the summer has 
passed away without any appearance of epidemical disease, and we are pleased to, lea~n 
that your Excellency was gratified at the reception which you everywhere met With In 

your recent visit to the different parts of the province. 
It must be a matter of the highest satisfaction to your Excellen~y to know ~hat the 

exposition which you were pleased to mak~ to us at our fir6t meet,mg: of the .vlews and 
policy of His Majesty's Ministers towards this country, and of the prmClples whICh should 
guide your Excellency in the administration of its affairs, is full~ borne out by th~ docu
ments your Excellency will lay before us, and which you acquamt. us h~s ~et With the 
approbation of our Sovereign, and we concur with your Excellency m belIevmg that cau
tion, forbearance and the exercise of a just and liberal policy ale the true means of pro
moting the wdfare of the cour.try. 

Legislative Council, Mondll.Y, 26 September 1836. 

Enclosure 3, in No.6. 

To His Excellency the Right Honourable Archibald Earl of GogoI'd,. Baron W orlillg
ham, of Reccles, in the County of Suffolk, Captain-General and Governor-in-Chief 
and over the Provinces of Lower and Upper Canada, &.c. &c. &.c. 

May it please your Excellency, 
WE, His Majesty's faithful and loyal subjects, the Commons of Lower Canada, in Pro

vincial Parliament assembled, humbly thank your Excellency for the speech delivered 
from the throne at the opening of the present session. \Ve in like manner express our 
thanks for the promptitude with which his Majesty's Government has, as your Excellency 
has been pleased to inform us, in compliance with the desire expressed by us in the last 
session, sent so early an answer to the Address then voted by us, afler mature deliberation, 
upon the stale of the provin~e. We beg your Excellency to be assured that that Address 
contained the faithful and sincere expression of Ollr wishe." opiuions and wants, at the 
same time that it was ~alculated to remove every doubt respecting the spirit of liberality in 
which this House would receive the l1E'cessary reforms in the institutions and administra
tion of the government of this province, so lon« prayed for by this branch of the Legisla
ture and by the body of the people. \lVe ther~fore trust that the answer will be explicit 
and satisfactory, and tt'nd speeriily to remove the obstaclF.s which have hitherto prevented 
the correction of abuses, the redress of grievances and the prosperity of the province. 

With tbis hope, whatever inconvenience we may suffer from the particular season of the 
year in which the Legislature has been assembled, any personal sacrifice will be oeemed of 
little moment; and we beg to aso:ure your Excellency, that on every ocasion in which we 
are called upon to exercise the powers entrusted to us, we shall consider it one of the 
highest and most imperative of our duties to devote our attention to the removal of evils 
under which the people of this province have laboured and still continue to labour, and to 
protect them from the effects of a system which has corrupted the Provincial Government 
and which has even driven the highest authorities in the empire to acts and measures inju
rious to the liberties of His l\Iajesty's faithful Canadian subjects. 

\Ve have not deemed it necessary to enter in detail upon the consideration of the various 
suhjects adverted to by your Excellency, untirsuch time as, according to promise, your 
Excellency shall have more fully communicated to Uil the reasons which have caused the 
cOl~vocation of tht' Provincial Pa~·liament. Your Excellency, in limiting the subjects to 
whIch you have called our attentIOn under the present circumstances, has, no doubt, been 
a~tuat~d not only by the m?tlves expressed by your Excellency, but moreover by the con
SIderatIOn, that although th~s Ho~se has, d.uflng the great length of the last session, zea
lou.sly laboured for the ~elfare ot the provmce, and with that view adopted many measures 
winch we deemed to be ll1 accordance with the intentions of H is Majesty's Government, our 
labours have been rendered abortive in consequence of the systematic rejection by the 
Legislat.ive CO~l1cil of all tl.le projects oflaw calculated .to remedy the past, to protect the 
people for the f~ture, to .e~hghten them and advance their moral welfare, to improve their 
SOCial. an~ phJslcal c~l1~htIo~, and to entrust them with those powers and influence in the 
constitutIOn, the admmlstratlOn of laws, and the manao-ement of their local affairs to which 
they are entitled and which are guaranteed to them by the very principles of go'vernment. 

The 
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!he cireum~tanc~ of t~at body having continued unchanged, must necessarily preclude the 
Jdea. that HIs Majesty ~nten~ed to harass ~h~ country.by .the repetition during the present 
sessIOn of scenes so discreditable to the VICIOUS constitution, which it is notwithstanding 
attempted to uphold.. Your Excellency, as well as the authorities of the mother coun
try, must now be convmced that the best intentions of the head of the Provincial Govern
ment~ and parlial reforms in the details of the administratiop, must constantly prove 
abortive, when opposed to a system convulsed by elements essentially adverse, and in which 
we behold, .on the oJ?e hand, the people i.n conjunction with this Honse, demanding 
the u~restramed exercise o~ the powers and rights of British subjects, with a government 
est~bhshed upon a just basIs applicable t~ th~ condition of the province, together with the 
mamten~nce of guaranteed and endeared institutions; and on the other hand, a branch 
~)Ve~ w~lCh the ,:ou~try h.as no control .. which has invariably shown itself hostile to its 
mstltutlOns and Us mhabuants, and whICh has not ceased to excite and to foster attempts 
a.t disorganization,. oppression, divisions and hatred, political ascendancy and exclusive 
n~h~s for one portIOn of the people, and dewadation for the mass of Canadians of every 
Ol"lgln, the most attached to the permanent mterests ofthe country and the best adapted to 
stren!?:then the Government. It is between these two irreconcileable systems that we trust 
His Majesty's Government have come to a determination in accordance with our humble 
prayers. If our hopes be realized, we feel certain that the rules which yoUl· Excellency 
declares to have guided YOII in the discharge of your arduous duties, caution, forbearance 
and the exercise of a liberal policy, cannot fail of success. 

We are convinced of the sincerity of your Excellency when you declare that you will 
rejoice in having sought to promote the welfare of the country and to gain its confidence, 
and that one of the first objects which your Excellency has endeavoured not to lose sight 
of has been the removal of abuses. We entreat your Excellency to fulfil, as far as it lies 
in your Excellency's power, the arduous task which has been assigned to you, and above 
all, we beseech your Excellency, in pursuance of the attachment which your Excellency 
declares that you feel towards Canada, to be pleased not to rest satisfied with 
partial and ineffectual l"eforms, but to ascend to the source of the evils under which 
we suffer, and to become the lasting benefactor of the country, by helping to 
secure to the people and to this House the exercise of all their rights, to procure the 
repeal of such legislative enactments as have encroached thereon, and the removal of the 
abuses which have fettereu the exercise thereof. and to introduce in our institutions, par
ticularly in the constitution of the Legislative Council, those changes confid~ntly demanded 
by this House and by the people, in such a manner as to fix the Proliinclal Gov~rnment 
upon a firm and liberal basi!!, and thereby to afford us a pledge of future prospe~lty, and, 
conformably to our expressed conviction, many yearf; of security, peace and happiness. 

(signed) L. J. Papineau, 
House of Assembly, Speaker of the House of Assembly. 

Quebec, Saturday, 24th September, 1836 . 

Enclosure 4, in No.6. 

Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the Legislative Conncil,. . 
I THANK you for this Add~ess, and, in purs~ance of my promise at the ?pellln~ of the 

flession, I shall cause to be laid before you Without delay a copy of f!1Y mstrnctlOns as 
Governor-in-Chief, and of those addressed to myself and my colleagues m the Royal Com-
mission. 

Castle of St. Lewis, Quebec, 28th September, 1836. 

Enclosure 5, in No.6. 

Mr. Spea\,cr, and Gentlemen of the House of Assef!1bly,. . 
I thank you for this Address, and I s~all take cafe tl.1at, I~ pursuance of the promise. 

made in my speech from the throne, no time shall be lost I~ laymg before you the answe.rs 01 
OUl" most gracious Sovereign to your Address of .last seSSIOn on the state of the P~ovmc~. 
I shall at the same time cause to be eommuUlcated the other documents which lh~ 
Majesty has commanded to be presented to you. 

Castle of St. Lewis, Quebec, 27th September, 1836• 

-No. 7.-

COpy of a DESPATCH from the Earl of Goiford to Lord Glenelg. 

Enclosure 3, 
in No.6. 

Enclosure 4, 
in No.6. 

Enclosure 5, 
in No.6. 

No.7. 

My Lord, Castle St.. Lewis, Ql1ebe~, 1st <?ctober, 1836. 
IN pursuance of the intention expressed 10 the speech Wlt~ which I opened t~e JUlie 

present session I transmitted on Monday the 26th ultimo, a copy of HIS ~ 
Majesty's answ;r to the Addre;s voted to him by the House of Assembly on the I';{je p. 28--..-. 
state of the Province towards the close of the last session. This was referre~ to 28. 

}' a Committee 
O·~4· 
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No.8. 

Enclosure I, 
in No.8. 
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a Committee of the whole House, who have reported an Address, ad.opted by the 
House on the 30th, and which is to be presented to me on the ~d I~stant. ~y 
this Address, a printed copy of which is enclosed,. your Lo~dshlp wll~ perce Ive 
that the House adhere to the sentiments and conclusIOns con.tamed .m th~lr Address 
to His Majesty. and declare that they will grant no suprhes .untll their demands 
are first conceded. They add that it is i~cu~bent. on ,them, m the present cO.n
'uncture, to adjourn their deliberations until HIs ~aJe~t.y s. Gov.ernmeut shal.l byys 
~cts, especially by the introduction of the elec!lve prmcll?le mto the LegIslative 
Council, have complied with what they consIder the wIshes and wants of the 

people. . d d ffi . b 
Many of the members will leave Quebec this ay, an a. su C It'll t. nU~l e~ 

will not remain, it is supposed, to make a q~lO~um for the dls~atch of busI.nes~ 
after the 3d instant. In these circumstances It IS useless to co~tl.nue the seSSIOn, 
I shall therefore proro~ue the Parliament on that d.ay, ~fte~. rec~lvIng. the Addr:~s: 
Time will not permit me now to dwell on the peculiar Sltua.JOn In which the atraH:S 
of this province are thus placed. His M.ajesty.'s Govern~ent ~ust at ?nce .see 
the pressina necessity of taking into then serIOus and Immedmte cons~d.eratlOn 
what cours~ must now be pursued to meet the exigencies of the present CflSlS. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Gosford. 

- No. 8.-

COpy of a DESPATCH from the Earl of Goiford to Lord Glenelg. 

My Lord, Castle of St. Lewis, Quebec, 3d October 1836: 
I H A V E the honour to transmit herewith a printed copy of an Address, which 

I have this dav received from the House of Assembly, in reply to His Majesty's 
answer to thei; Address of last Session on the state of the Province. I also enclose 
a copy of my reply to the House. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) 

Enclosure I, in NO.8. 

Gosflrd. 

To his Excellency the Right Honourable Archibald Earl of Gosjord, Baron Worlingham of 
Beccles, in the County of Suffolk, Captain-General and Governor-in-Chief in and oVl'r 
the Provinces of Lower Canada and Upper Canada, Vice-Admiral of the same, and one 
of His Majesty's Most Honourable Privy Council, &c. &c. &c. 

May it please your Excellency, 
WB, His Majesty's faithful and loyal subjects, the Commons of Lower Canada, in Pro

vincial Parliament assembled, respectfully upproach your Excellency for the purpose of 
further replying to certain parts of the speech which it pleased vour Excellency to delivel' 
at the opeuing of the present session; also to a despatch froni' His Majesty's Principal 
Secretary of State for the Colonies, dated Downing-street, 7th June 1836, which, with 
various documents, you were pleased to cause to be laid, according to promise, be
fore liS. 

Referring to our Address to His Majesty on the state of the province, dated 26th Fe
bruary 1836, we assure your Excellency, as we have already done on a recent occasion, 
that it contained the faithful expression of the views, opinions and wants of this HOllse, 
as well as of tile people whom it represents. \Vehave not as yet been able to discover 
anr misconceptions o~ any misunde~standing. on our part of a nature to change the views 
wlllch ~e then en.tertamed on the.d'ver~ sU~Jects treated therein, or sug~est other means 
for their accomphshm.ent.. We sull believe It te:> be our duty, as well as for the ad\.anta~e 
?f the people, to pei'slst Ill. the sa~le d~mands, 1!1 the same declarations, and particularly 
10 the demand of an Elective Legislative CounCIl. Our opiniun on the position of the 
country at. the present. epoch, as expre~se~ in our answer to JOur E~cdlrncy, dated the 
24th of thiS month, WIll ~how !lOW:lI JustIfied we s~lOuld have been 10 departing there
from: We trust that HIs Majesty s Government WIll not, after mature deliberation, en
tertam fln~ doubt as to. the correctness of our statements and assertions, particularly of 
the necessIty of ~hanglllg, ~onformabl.y to tbe prayers of this House and of the people, a 
branch e:>~ th.e leglslatul:e whICh has, WIth narrow and self-interested views, and moved by 
~arty SpUlI, IDterposed Itself, of late more than e:ver~ between the country and metropo
latan. stale, and destroyed all our attempts to aid III the r"paration of abuses, and .by 
causlOg the result of our labour~ to reach the foot of the throne, to enable his MajEsty's 

Governmellt 
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Government to confir?l ~s in the belief of the sincerity of its intentions and promises. 
We respectfully submit, that although the evils an~ grie"ances which oppress tht! country 
have not b.een ~aused hy us, we have spared no pams to terminate the same: those eft'orts 
~ave all failed m. that branch, and we are. ~rmly convinced that all measures of a just and 
h~eral nature wlIl hereafter constantly fall therein. The remedv is within the reach of 
HIs Majesty's. Government. ~Ve shall see it applied with the -most lively satisfaction' 
an.d however smcere may he HIs Majesty's desire to witness the entire removal of th~ 
gnevunces ~f the .country, w~ can !urni,;h in proof of a desire equally sincere on Ollr part, 
the. manner I.n which we promised, m our Address above mentionE'd, to weleome the reforms 
whIch ~e stlIl expect, and the spirit of liberality aud concession which accompanied that 
expressIOn of our hopes. 

There.iR, in the more recent dispositions of the Government in reference to the full and 
unrestramed exercise of the righ.ts o~ thi~ Leg~"latu~e, a point which bears essentially on 
t~e character ~f the present Le~lslat~ve. COIIl1?II, wl~lch ;V~ pray. His Majesty not to lose 
Sl.gh~ of; t~at IS, that although m pTl~clpl~ ~IS Majesty s mtentlOn of leaving to the Pro
~mcl:l1 Leglslatur~ th: rE'peal of certam mJ~rIou~ laws, a?d the adoption of new provisions 
favourable to the mstltutlons and to the liberties of tIllS province ill whatever concerns 
its particular interests, be constitutional in its nature, and a wise adknowleucrment even of 
the principle of our position, the effect thE'reof has been and will be practically impossible in 
~onsequen~e of the ano~aly wh.ich the existence of the said Legislative Council has created 
III tlte LegIslature of thiS provmce. And we express our constant and unalterable convic
tion, guided by the principles of the constitution itself and a long and sorrowful experience, 
that this state of violent opposition cannot be changed until the principle of popular 
election shall be introduced into the constitution of the said Council, so as to have a second 
distinct branch, agreeably to what the existing state of society and the deliberate voice of 
public opinion require, and which shall enjoy at once a due share of public confidence and 
a full exercise of an enlightened and independent .i udgment; a result so much to be 
desired, that, in the said despatch, the Ministers of the Crown have fouud therein one of 
the essential principles of the Act of I i91. We therefore dare to flatter ourselves that the 
pretensions and errors of the past will be forgotten, and that this great question will be 
considered in its full extent, in its connexion as well with the principles as with the prac
tice of the constitution, and not 'as regards peculiar reluctances or preconceived opinions, 
respecting which it has pleased His Majesty, in the said despatch, to remove our fears 
concerning the future. 

'Vhat we Itave stated above relative to the operation in the province itself of a Legisla
ture free to watch over its interests, induces us to hopE' that until there be an essential 
change in the Legislative Council, His Majesty whilst desirnus of adhering to his benevo
lent inclination of abstaining from every act which could be represented as an unneces~ary 
intervention iu the internal affairs of the province, and thereby e\'en oppose himself to 
pVE'ry legislative act on the part of the metropolitan state tending to destroy that large 
basis, would be plealiled to take into his consideration the pure and simple repeal by the 
Parliament of the United Kingdom of the Act commonly called the Tenures' Act, and of 
thnt passed in favour of the Land Company, as not being opposed thereto, inasm~lch as ~he 
Canadian Legislature never participated in the passing of thes~ two Acts, agamst whICh 
this House and the people have, from the commencement, ullIversally protested. and as 
their opposition to the rights, laws and i.nst!tutions. of this pro~ince is .now scarcely a sub
ject of controversy. We therefore pzrs!st m praym~ tl~at untl,1 the Btll passed on se~eral 
occasions by this House for the abrogatIOn of the said 1enures Act be favourably received 
in a Legislative Council disposed to. gi~e eftect .to the Roy~l ~ntentions, His Majesty's 
Government would be pleased to a~slst 1Il ot~ler" Is.e accomphshlll~ the ~epeal demanded, 
which would enable us to re-establish order III the Important questIOn of land" aud of pru
prietary law, and to accomplish, for the advantage and happiness of the illhabi~ants of t~e 
country, and of the other of His Mnjesty's subjects, the vie\Vs expressed III our said 
Address. 

It is for the same reasons that we persist in demanding likewise the repeal of the Act 
passed in favour of ~he L~nd Compall.y, and o~ the privileg~s which that Act preten~ed to 
confirm. The consideratIOns of publIC an~ pnv~te l~w w.hl.ch ca~se us t<? take a view of 
this subject different from that taken by HIS MaJf'sty s MInisters m the saId despatch, arc 
too numerous and too palpable to be detailed, at. this ~oment. We ~hall pass over, :,-Iso, 
in silence the riO"hts peculiar to the '}eople ot thiS provlTlce, and the C1rcumstancps, pamf~1 
to liS, under whi~h that Act was pas;~d and those privileges granted; and ~ve shall. abst~m 
from pointing out the means at the dIsposal of the Gove!nment ~o settle thiS questIon wl,th 
justice to all parties. We shall merely add, t.hat .every da.y.c?nvmces us the m?re tint tile 
principal tendency of that Company. is to .mum,tam t~at dlvlill.on of pe?ple agalllst ~eople, 
HmonO"st the differfnt classes of Hlil Majesty s subjects, wh.lch has, III common With all 
the eriis resulting therefrom, been Jostt'red in times past, with too much success, by cor-
rupt administrations. . . 

Neither can we forbear from here pointing out wh.at we conceive to be, lIId~pendent,of 
its constant connexion with the system of me"ropoht~n asce~dancy .and co!?mal. degraa~
tion, a grand error in the disposal of the public domam of thIS provlIlce. I hat .1S, that III 

granting the lands nominally under the tenure of free and common soc("age, whIch, based 
II on views of free and prosperous colonization, and with a due respect for the l~ws of .the 
c~untry. would in fact, be a desirable tt'nure, the advantages thereof h~ve, III realIty, 

. only be~n accorded to the original grantees, rendered absolute masters of mllneme t:xtellt 

0.24· 
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of land, without any reserve having been lDa~e for the future rig~ts an~ int~rests of the mass. 
lIf actual settlers who would improve the sOIl, who, although his Majesty s free-born sub... 
jects, find themselves fettered in the extent of a~1 those great concessio.tls, by OI~erous and. 
even servile tenures. It is, nevertheless, after this system has been tardIly repuchated, that, 
nearly a million of acres of the lands of the country have been improvidently, and without, 
any greater control, granted to t.h~ .said Company, with the .fu\"t~er privilege of augmenting 
that qnantity by unlimited acqUlsltlOns dangero~ls to !he h~ertJes of ~he peop~e. .Inde
pendent of this anomaly, and numerOllS ot~er vlce~ wIth whlC.h the said gr~nt I~ tam ted, 
the K i"IlO"'s Ministers cannot be so unacquamted with the subject as to consider It a ques· 
tion mel~ly of private law, or to believ.e that in any ne~ country the disposal and settle
ment of an immense extent of the publIc lands can be withdrawn from the control of the 
Legislature, and abandoned to the unrestrained direction of individuals. 
Th~ presence in the province of certain pretended authorities, whose powers and attri

butes are not to be found either in the constitution or in any law, has so often been 
alleged by your Excellency ~nd by the exe.cutive authoriti.es in the metropolitan. siate as 
beinO" of a nature to retard till a future penod the restoratIOn of order and the mtroduc
tion ~f those improvements demanded by the people, that we cannot refrain from here 
making a few general observations which must have attracted the attention of every public 
man. We believe that this House is the legitimate and authorized organ of all classes of 
inhabitants in the country, and that its representations are the constitulional expiessions 
of their wishes and of their wants. We believe that the impartial use we have made of 
the powers \'ested in us, for the protection and the happiness of all our fellow-subjects. 
ought to have secured to us due confidence, "hen we solemnly exercised those high pri
vileges. It mu!';t, however, have been the result of an unjust distrust of this House and 
the people of this province, that His Majesty's Government has rejected our prayers to 
defer to the opinions of a few individuals, strangers to the country, the fate of which was 
thereby committed to men whose vague and subordinate mission could not be acknow
ledged by any independent authority recognised by the constitution, the spirit of which 
His Majesty is particularly desirous to maintain. Thus it is that a power acting without 
law and against law, could not form any other conn ex ion but with those who entertained 
the same erroneous views, and who, long since the avowed enemies of this House and of 
the people, profit by the system of dishonest policy which has been, up to this moment, 
the bane of the country, and which has, nevertheless, been maintained by many acts and 
declariltions of the Crown and of Parliament. We believe, therefore, that the restoration 
of order and of the mutual respect which those whose duty it is to maintain it owe to each 
other, is one of the measures the most conducive to promote the establishment of a go
vernment as responsible and as popular as that which His Majesty, in enumerating in the 
said despatch his dispositions on several important points, declares he is entirely disposed 
to admit. We must equally declare that any departure from those inttmtions, based upon 
inquiries emanating from a vitiated source, could not be sanctioned by any portion of the 
people sufficiently strong to lend its aid to a good government. 

We shall pass over in silence the judicial independence and the establishment in the 
province of a high tribunal of public impeachments. It is too evident that the sole 
obstacle which now exists depends upon the solution of the question which we look upon 
as of the utmost importance. 

Neither shall we discuss the demand made by this House of the free exercise of its 
parliamentary and. constituti~nal authority over the settlement and management of the 
lands of the provIDce, and Its control over all the branches of the Executive Govern
ment; we shall also omit whatever appenains to the settlement of the fillancial 
questi?n,. whereby the executiv~ authority would. no longer impede the rightful con
trol of ~hls House over the pt~bllc re~enue, Ou~ v;ew.s an~ offers on these two subjects 
~av~, Without do~bt, b~en considered hberal by. HIS Majesty s Government; we are at least 
Illclmed so to beheve, III consequ~nce of the opmion. expressed in the. said despatch on this 
pa.rt of our Addr~ss; moreover, If we ul1.derstand, I.n Its true me~mng, . that part of the 
said despatc~ wlllc~ approves of our 0YlIllOns on dlv.ers other p.omts,. WIthout discussing 
any ~flhem III pa~tlcl.llar, ~e should be mduced to bc:heve that Hls Majesty's Government, 
convlllced of the Justice of our demands on these pomts, and of their accordance with the 
good government of .the country, h~s no~ a~ceded t~ereto without requiring any further 
usdes~ delay, and WIthout further InvestigatIOn of fights and principles so clear and so 
essential. 

If ou~ hope of ~appy days for our country do not ~ead us to interpret too liberally general 
expreSSIOns, ~nd If that hope be founded 011 somethlllg more than generous inferences, we 
cannot sufficlently.express to your I?xc~llency how ~uch we rejoice at having, by our 
p~rse.verance, contnbuted to t~f) substitutIOn of an unjust and partial system, by an order 
ot things conformable to the nghts ~nd demands of tl~e people. Nevertheless, we cannot 
but feel deep regret and pl"llfound gl"lef, when \~e consider that these declaratiuns, as well 
a~ those whIch I?r.eced~d t~e~ on sever~l occaSIOns, have as yet availed nothing; that the 
v.lces of our pohtlcal lII~tl~utlOns r~malll unaltered; that.the Provincial Legislature COll

t!Dues to be ~aralyzed III Its functl?llS, by the support, gIven to the Legislative Council; 
that no essential reform has been mtroduced as yet Illto the Administration or for the 
removal of abuses; that the execut.ive and Judicial ~uthorities have preserved' and mani
~ested t.he same ch~racter of a fact.lon combIl1~d ~~alD.st t~e. lib.erties of the country, and 
Its p~bhc property,. when we perceive that prejudlclalll1qulftes 111 opposition to the above
nlellllOl1ed declaratIOn have not as yet been abandoned; when, in fine the Executive 

Government 
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Go~el'nmen~ of t~e province, doubtless. in obedience to the special order of the authority 
whICh a~?poInted It, has had recourse, SInce the last session. to the practice of disposing of 
the public treasure of the province, without the consent of this House. Thus the state of 
the country having therefore remained tlle same, ,we believe it to be our imperative duty 
to adhere unalterably to the contents of our' said Address of the 26th Pebruary last, as well 
as to our previous declarations; and to them do we adhere . 
. In reference now to the demand which your Excellency has- renewed undp.r existing 

Circumstances for a ~upply, relying on the salutary maxim, that the correction of abuses 
and the red.ress of gnevances ou,ght to precede the grant thereof,. we have been of opinion 
that there IS nothmg to authorize us to alter our resolu tion ot the last session. Your 
Excellency will bear in mind that our determinatiun to obtain justice by means warranted 
by the best approved precedents alld by the spirit of the constitutiun itself, was taken 
at a more distant epoch, and that, as a mark of our confidence in you, we temporarily 
departed from that determination by voting a supply for six months.- We assure your 
Excellency, as well as His Majesty's Government, that in that Act, which we look upon as 
a mark of 0UI' liberality, we were prompted by no minor consideration, nor by any unjust 
.:>r incorrect interpretation of the intentions of His Majesty's Ministers. The conclusion of 
our said Address contains an explanation of our motives, and of the difficulties which it 
was not in our power to ward off'; the same circumstances, as well as the previous con
sideration of the salutary principle above referred to, render it incumbent on us, in the 
present conjuncture, to adjourn our deliberations until His Majesty's Goverument shall by 
its acts, especially by rendering the second branch of the Legislature conformable to the 
wishes and wants of the people, have commenced the great work of justice and reform, 
and created a confidence which alone can crown it with success. 

Amidst the closing events of the last session, thNe is one circumstance ill particular 
which we respectfully believe has not been sufficiently noticed by His Ma.iesty'~ Govern
ment. That is: it was not this House, but the Legislative Council which deprived the 
Provincial Administration of the resources which would have been at its disposal. and 
which placing itself between the Crown and the people in a matter specially appertaining 
to Ihe reprsentatives of the latter, has prevented the free gift of the Commons to reach the 
Throne. 

In concluding this Address, we shall 'again express our belief in your Excellency's s~n
eerity anti intentions, and we flatter ourselves that under different circumstances and with 
more direct powers, your ,Excellency would have sooner helped to obt~in the. change 
which we await. If such a change had taken place, the good. underst~ll1dlllg w~lch ~as 
hitherto existed between this House and your Excellency, notwlthstandlllg the difficulties 
of our respective positions, would lead us to expect the most happy results from your 
Excellency's desire to advance the prosperity of the country. 

Enclosure 2, in No.8. 

Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the House of Assembly, 
FOR the portions of this Address which are dire(:ted to me personally, I cannot but thank 

you. At the same time, my sense of public duty and the warm mterest I take In the 
welfare of the province compel me frankly to express to you my deep regret at the con-
clusions you have come to. " , 

The determination you express never to resume Y,our f~mctlOns under the e.xI~tmg ~on
stitution, natural1y deprives the country of a domestIc legls!~ture, and places It 111 a, snua
tion in which the greatest embarras~ments must be felt unnl a remedy can be apphed by 
the supreme authorities of the emplfe. 

Gentlemen, 
Your Address shall be transmitted to England with the least possihle delay: 

Castle of St. Lewis, Quebec, 3d October 1836. 

-No.9.-

COpy of a DESPATCH from the Earl of Gosjord to Lord Glenelg. 

My Lord, CaRtie of St. Lewis, Quebec, 4th October 1836. 
I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith a copy of the Speech with which I ba ve 

this day prorogued the Provincial ParHarllent of Lower Canada. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Goiford. 
G 
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Gentlemen of the Legislative Council, Gentlemen ortbe House of Assembly, 
THERE being no longer any prospect of a good result from the Message which, by the 

c0mmands of our most gracious Sovereign! J co~municated, a few days ago, tu the Honse 
of Assembly, I hasten to put an end to this seSSIOn, and to enable you to return to your 
homes. 

The object of convoking the present Parliament was t~ make a. renewed effurt on the 
part uf His Majesty to restore some interval of repose tu his Canadl8n people. I lament, 
however that instead of awaiting the deveJopem!:'nt of thuse measures which are in pre
paration: but which, to be e~ect.ual, must be matured ~ith ~ime and attention, ~ mOle 
hasty decision continues to be mSlsted upon; and the pro ... mce IS even threatened With the 
abandonment, by one branch of the Legislature, of the duties .confided to it by the ~Ol~
stitution. Without dwelling on this inauspicious project, I Will merely obs~rve, that If It 
be persisted in, the number of temporary acts in Lower Canada, and the IlDportance of 
some, which are not long hence to expire, must give peculiar effect in this province to a 
decision which, in nu coulltry endowed with powers of domestic Jegislatiun, could be 
otherwise than a severe privatiun and source of public suffering. 

Gentlemen, 
In taking leave of you, I will only express the hope I am unwilling to forego, that how

ever the political embarrassments of the country may appear to multiply aronnd us, the 
inherent elements of prosperity and contentment which it (;Ontaills may triumph over all 
adventitious causes of difficulty. 

Castle of St. Lewis, Quebec, 4tb October 1836. 

-No. 10.-

COpy ofa DESPATCH from Lord Glenelg to the Earl of Gosford. 

My Lord, Downing-street, 20th November 1836. 
I HAVE received and laid before the King your Lordship's despatches of the 28th 

of September, and of the 1 st, 3d and 4th October, announcing the meeting of the 
Legislature of Lower Canada, transmitting copies of the communications which took 
place on tilat occasion between your Lordship and the Legislative Council and 
Assembly, and reporting the prorogation by which the session was closed. 

I am commanded by the King to signify to your Lordship his Majesty's appro
batiofl of your proceedings on this occasion. You rightly judged that to prolonl7 
the session after the Address which you had received, and the departure of s~ 
large a body of the members from the seat of government, would on every account 
have been inexpedient and indecorolls. 

It must be superfluous to assure your Lordship that these communications have 
engaged the most serious attenti.on of His .Majesty's Government. I shall very 
~ho~tly have to address you ~ully 10 explanatIOn of the course of proceeding which 
It wIll be necessary to adopt In order to arrest the progress of these controversies. 

In the mea.ntime y?u.r ~ordship will dischar~e the arduous duty of watching 
oVer the pubhc tranqUIllIty In Lowel' Cauada WIth your accustomed zeal for His 
Majesty's service, and in the spirit of the general instructions which I have already 
had the honour to address to you. 

I cannot close this despatch without observing that recent occurrences do but 
confirm the opiuion, which I have already announced to you, that the commission 
of which your Lordship is the head, should be brought to its close with the utm05~ 
possible promptitude. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) Glenelg. 
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