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LOSS OF THE STEAMER JEANNETTE. 

LETTER 
FROM 

THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY, 
RELATIVE TO 

The loss of the steamer Jeannette. 

MARCH 2, 1883.-Referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs and ordered to be printed. 

NAVY DEPARTMENT, 
Wasliington, March 2,1883. 

SIR: Referring to my letter of the 17th ultimo, tran&lmitting to the 
House that part of the record of proceedings which contained the find
ing of the court of inquiry convened in pursuance of the joint resolu
tion of Congress, approved August 8, 1882, for the purpose of investi
gating the circumstances of the loss in the Arctic seas of the exploring 
steamer Jeannette and tIle death of Lieutenant-Commander DeLong 
and others of her officers and mell, I now have the bonor to transmit 
to the House a copy of the entire record of the proceedings of the court, 
consisting of seven parts and an appendix. . 

Very respectfully, 

Hon. J. WARREN KEIFER, 

WM. E. CHANDLER, 
Secretary of the NalJ'!J. 

Speaker of the House of Representatives. 





rfABLE OF CONTENrfS. 

ORDERS TO THE COURT: 
Order convening the court-the precept ............................... . 
Appointment of judge ad vocate ....................................... . 
Secretary's letter orderiug open court to be held ...................... . 
Order recon vening the court .......................................... . 
Relieving Capt. Joseph N. Miller from duty as a member .............. . 
Relieving Master Samuel C. Lemly from duty as judge· ad vocate ...... . 
Appointmentof new judge-advoC!lte .................................. . 

TESTIMONY OF ,VITNJ.iJSSES: 

Page. 

3,285 
4,285 
4,286 

324 
324 
325 
325 

Commodore E. R. Colhoun, D. S. N ......... _ .......... _ ............ "" 7-9,14 
Capt. P. C. Johnson, D. S. N ......... - .. '-'_"'. _ ._ .. __ .. _ ... ___ . _ .. __ . 9-12 
ChiefEngineerE. Farmer, D. S.N. __ . _____ . __ .. _ ... ____ ._ ... _ .. _._ .. _ 12-14 
Lieut. J. W. Danenhower, D. S. N .. -_ .. _ .... _ .... ___ .... __ ... ____ 15-73, 250-255 
Chief Engineer G. W. Melville, D. S. N . ____ ..... _.' ....... - .. 75-165,248,255,256 
W. F. C. Nindemann, seaman ........ - _ .... ____ .. ___ . __ . _____ . _ .. ' ___ ._ 171-228 
Louis P. X oros, seama.n . _ . __ ... ___ .... ___ ........... ___ .......... _____ _ 
Raymond L. Newcomb, natur:ilist .. _ .... _._ .... ___ .. ____ ... _ .... ____ .. 
Charles Tong Sing, stewa,rc1. ____ ... ___ . __ .. ___ .... _. _ ....... _ . __ ... __ . 
Henry Wilson, seaman. _. __ ... _. _ ............. _ ...................... . 
H. W. Leach, seaman ................. ___ ..................... , ...... . 

229-234 
235-241 

242 
243-246 
267,266 

Frank E. Manson, seaman ......... _ ................. ___ ....... "'" ... 268,269 
John Lauterbach, coal-heaver ....................... _ c ••••.••••. """ 269,270 
James H. Bartlett, first-class fireman... ... .. . . .. . ... .. .... .... ........ 270-277 

FINDING OF THE COURT .... - ........................................... 260-266, 277 
EXHIBITS: 

A. Origiual precept ....................... _ ............... __ . ...... .... 286 
B. Letter transmitting precept. _ ............ __ . .. .... .. .... ... ... ...... 285 
C. Judge-ad vocate's warrant ......... _ ...... _ .................... _. _.. 285 
D. Secretary's letter ordering open court ........ " ....... _.. ...... . .. .. 286 
E. Commodore Colhoun's letter appointing board of survey. ...... ...... :266 
F. Report of board of suryey ...... __ . _ ............ _... ...... ...... .... 286 
G. Easby to Colhoun, work in Coustrnction aud Repa,ir Department.... 288 
H. Memorandum of work in Construction and Repair Department ... ___ . 288 
I. English to Colhoun, repairs in Equipment and Recmiting Department. 289 
K. Telegram, English to Colhoun, supply coal to .J eannette.... . .... .... 289 
L. Telegram, Shock to Calhoun, repairs in Steam Engineering Depart-

ment ............................... _ ......................... _.. :!,~H 

M. Calhoun's letter appoint,ing board of iuspection ..... - - ... _.. .... .... 290 
N. Report of board of inspection ................ " ..... " _.. .. .... .... 290 
O. Secretary to De Long (final instructions)...... ...... ...... ...... .... 292 
P. De Long to Secretary (final report before sailing) .... _. .. . .... ...... 293 
Q. Danenhower's sketch of repairs to Jeannette .............. opposite. . 2(J3 
R. De Long's letter t.o Danenhower, London, June 2, 1878 .. . .. . .... .... 2(J4 
R2. DanenhowmJs chart from Koltenoi Island to Cape Barkin .. opp08i te.. 294 
S. Danenhower's ch,ut used in the retreat ................... opposite.. 294 
T. Sketch of river, by Vashily ..... ____ .. _. - ....... -. _ ....... opposite.. ~[)4 

T2. TChart showing piloting of whale-boat by natives ........ opposite.. ~94 

H. Ex. 108 I 



II CONTENTS. 

Page. 
EXHIBITS: 

U. Commandant's road sketch ............................... opposite.. 294 
V. Cbart made by Danenhower in October, 1881. ............ opposite.. 294 
W. Orders given Danenhower by Melville in October, 1881 ...... .. . .... 295 
X. Orders given Melville by De Long, Bennett Island, August 5, 1881.. .. 295 
Y. Orders given Danenhower by Melville, Bologna, November 4, 1881.... 295 
z. Orders given Danenhower by Melville to go south, January 8,1882.. .. 296 
AA. Receipt from Lieutenant Harber for certain men, March 22,1882.... 297 
BB. Receipt from Lieutenant Hatber for certain articles.... ........ .... 297 
C C. De Long's Ounalaska letter to Secretary, August 4,1879...... ...... 297 
DD. De Long's report to Secretary Navy, Saint Lawrence Bay, August 

26, 1879.. . .. . . . .. . . ..•.. . .. .. .. ..•••. .. . ... .. . .. . . . . .. . .. . . .. .. 298 
E E. Chipp's report to De Long-routine on ship from September 6 to 30, 

1879. • . • .. .... .. . . ... . .... . . . . . . .. . . .. .... . . . . ... . . . .. . . . . . . .. . 299 
FF. List of articles, boats' Olltfits, June 17,1880...... ........ ...... .... 300 
GG. Station bill for fire quarter, winters of 1880 and 1881....... ........ 300 
HH. Note sent by Nindemann and Noros, requesting help .......... .... 301 

I I. De Long's record of September 22, 1881...... ..................... 302 
KK. De Long's record of September 26, 1881. .......................... , 303 
L L. De Long's record of Octo bel' 1, 1881.... . ..... ...... . .. ... ... . .. .. . 303 
MM. Melville's letter to Espravnik ofVerkeransk.................. .... 304 
NN. Telegram, Melville to Secretary Navy, November 2,1881..... ...... 304 
00. Telegram, received by Melville from Secretary at Yakut,sk..... .... 306 
PP. Telegram, received by Melville from Hoffman, charge.............. 306 
QQ. Melville's chart used in the search ...................... opposite.. 306 
R R. De Long's record, found in Erichsen's hut...... ...... .... .. .... .. 306 
S S. Melville's telegram requesting permission to return to United States 307 
T T. Secretary's answer to above....... ............... ...... .......... 307 
U U. De Long's record of September 19, 1.881, found in navigation box.. :~07 

V V. Letter of Nindemann and Noros to United States minister, St. Peters· 
burg. ... . .. ... ...... . . . ... . . . . .. ...... . . . ... ... . .. . ... .. . . .. . . 308 

W 'vV. Nindemaun's chart ....... : ........................... opposite.. 309 
X X. Melville's orders to Nindemann on leaving Yakutsk...... ... ...... :309 
A B. Melville's orders to Nindemann for search...... ...... ...... ....... 309 
B C. Danenhower's rflquest to be allowed counsel...... ...... .... ...... 310 
C D. Original interrogatories to George W. Much, naval constructor, 

United States Navy...... .......... ...... ...... ............... 310 
D E. Original answers to interrogatories by George W. Much, naval con· 

structor, United States Navy...... ............................ 311 

~ ~: t Origi~al plans referred to in answer of Nava~ Constructor Much, 
G H. ~ Uillted States Navy, as A, B, and C, respectIvely .... opposite.. 318 

H I. Interrogatories put to Sir Allen Young, R. N. R., &c...... .... ..... 313 
I K. Answer to interrogatories 1.Jy Sir Allen Young, R. N. R., &c .... .... :314 
K L. Chipp's report of visit to Indian village... ... ...... .... ... ... .... 314 
L M. Chipp's report of journey toward Herald Island... ... .. . . .. ...... . :315 
M}T. De Long's order about ventilation...... ...... ...... ...... ...... .. 316 
NO. Chipp's report on ice·thickness.... ........ .............. ...... ... 317 
o P. De Long's letter to Secretary; gallant conduct of Nindemann and 

SweetlIlan .................................. __ .. . ... ... . ... .. .. 317 
P Q. Order naming Jeannette and Henrietta Islands.... .... .... ........ 318 
Q R. Collins's letter to De Long ..................... __ .. .. .... .... .... 318 
R S. Order in relation to leaving and returning to ship.. . ... ...... .... . 819 
S T. Memorandum in relation to Collins ....................... _.. ... .. . 320 
T U. Rough draft ofletter to Secretary of Navy in regard to Collins.... 322 
U V. Telegram from Ensign Hunt, announcing death of Anignin Indian 324 



CONTENTS. 

The following documentary evidence, not appended, but a,ccompanying the 
record, was likewise considered by the conrt: 

Log-books of the Jeannette, four parts. 
Lieutenant-Commander De Long's pl'lvate jonrnal, three parts. 
Lieutenant-Commander De Long's ice journal. 
Rough draft of Lieutenant,-Commander De Long's report to the Hon. Secre

tary of the Navy. 
Chief Engineer Melville's report of trip to Henrietta Island. 
Mr. J. J. Collins's memorandum book, used by the court for reference (ap-

pended). 
V. W. Spar and sail plan of the Jeannette. 
W. X. Circumpolar chart, showing the track of Jeannette. 

EXHIBITS: 

III 

Page. 

1 A. Order reconvening the court __________________________ ._ .. ______ __ 324 

1 B. Relieving Capt. J_ N. Miller from dllty asllJember. ____ . _. __ .. __ .. :324 
1 C. Relieving Master S. C. Lemly from duty as judge-advocate. _ _ _ _ _ _ _ il25 
1 D_ Appointment of new judge-advocate ___ . ___ ....... __ ... _ .. _ .. __ . _ 325 
1 E. Telegram from D. F. Collins, M. D ............. _ .... _____ .. _ ... __ • :~25 





RECORD 

OF THE 

PROCEEDINGS OF A COURT OF INQUIRY 
CONVENED AT 

THE NAVY DEPARTMENT, "WASHINGTON, D. C., BY VIRTUE OF AN ORDER 
SIGNED BY THE HON. W. E. CHANDLER, SECRETARY OF THE NAVY, 
TO INVESTIGATE THE CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE LOSS OF THE EXPLOR
ING STEAMER JEANNETTE. 

Commol1ore 'V. G. TEMPLE, Uniteel States N:1YY, president; Mastel' Samuel C. Lemly, 
United States Navy, judge-advocate. 

Hecord of Proceedings of a Court of Inquiry convened at the Navy 
Department, Washington, D. C., by virtue of an order signed by the 
Hon. W. E. Ohandler, Secretary of the Navy, the original of which is 
hereuuto aunexed, marked A, and which is in the words and figures 
following, viz: 

To Commodore WILLIA;,r G. TEMPLE, United States Navy, 
NewN Department, Wa8hington, D. C. : 

In conformHy with a joint resolution of Congress, approved August 8, 1882, a court 
of inquiry, of which Commodore 'Villi am G. Temple is hereby appointed president, 
Capt. Joseph N. Miller and Commander Frederick V. McNair, members, and Master 
Samuel C. Lemly judge-advocate, is ordered to convene at the Navy Department, 
Washington, D. C., on Thursday, the 5th day of October, A. D. 1882. 

The court will diligently and thoroughly investigate the circumstances of the loss 
in the Arctic seas of the exploring steamer Jeannette, and of the death of Lieut. Com
mander George W. De Long and others of her officers and meu. 

The court will also carefully inquire into the condition of the vessel on her depart
ure, her management up to the time of her destruction, the provisions made and 
plans adopted for the several boats' crews upon their leaving the wreck, the efforts 
made by the various officers to insure the safety of the parties uuder their immediate 
ch~rge and for the relief of the other parties, and into the general conduct and merits 
of each and all tbe officers and men of the expedition. 

At the conclusion of the investigation, the court will report their proceedings, tbo 
testimony taken, and the facts which they deem established by the evidence ltd
duced. 

Given under my hand at the Navy Department, Wltshingtoll, D. C., this 29th tln.y 
of September, A. D. 18R2. 

WM. E. CHANDLER, 
Secl'eim'Y of the KaI'Y< 

FIRST DAY. 

NAVY DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, D.O., Thursday, October 5,1882-12 m. 

The court, met pursuant to the foregoing order. 
Present, Oommodore William G. Temple, United States Navy, presi· 

dent; Capt. Joseph N. Miller, United States Navy, Oommander Fred-
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erick V. McNair, United States Navy, members; and Master Samuel 
C. Lemly, United States Navy, judge-advocate. 

The court was then cleared and the judge-ad vocate read aloud the 
order convening the co'urt,as hereinbefore set forth, and the letter from 
the Honorable Secretary of the Navy transmitting the order to the court, 
of which a certified copy is appended to this record, marked B, and also 
the judge-advocate's warrant of which a certified copy is appende~ to 
this record, marked C, and which is in the words and figures followmg, 
namely: 

NAVY DEPARTMENT, 
Wa8hington, Septernbel' 29, 1882. 

SIR: A court of inquiry, of which you are appointed judge-ad vocate, is ordered to 
convene at the Navy Department, 'Washington, D., C., on Thursday, the 5th day of 
October, 11:l82; at which time and place yon will appear and rc iwrt yourself to Com
modore Wm. G. Temple, United States Navy, the presiding officer of the court. 

Very respectfully, 
WM. E. CHANDLER, 

Secl'eta,I'Y of the .lVavy. 

The court was then opened and the judge·advocate administered to 
the president, and to each of the members of the court, the oath pre
scribed by law, which was taken by them, and the presjdent of the court 
then administered to the judge-advocate the oath prescribed by law, 
which was taken by him. 

The president of the court then addressed a letter to the revising 
authority, the Honorable Secretary of the Navy, asking for instructions 
as to whether the sessions of the court should be held with open or 
closed doors. 

And the court then, at 2 p. m., ad.iourned to meet to-lllorro,,:, the 6th 
day of o.ctober, 1882, at 10 a. m. 

SECOND DAY. 

NAVY DEP ART~IENl', 
Wash-ington, D.O., Friday, October 6, 1882-10 a. m. 

The court met pursuant to the adjournment of yesterday. 
Present, OOlllmodore William G. Teillple, United States Navy presi

dent; Capt. Joseph N. Miller, United States Navy, Commander' Fred
erick V. McNair, United States Navy, members; and Master Samuel 
C. Lemly, United States Navy, judge-advocate. 

The record of the proceedings of yesterday, October 5 1882 the first 
day of the inquiry, was read and approved. " 

The president of tJ;te court th~n. l,>roduced, and the judge-advocate 
r~ad aloud, tbe followm~' commuDl~atlOn fro~ the honorable Secretary 

. of the Navy,.the convemng authOrIty, a certIfied copy of which is ap-
pended to thIS record, marked D: ' 

NA VY DEPARTMENT, 
Wa8hington, October 5, 1882. 

Sm: Iu repl:y .to y,?nr inquiry of this da,te, you are informed that the invest~igation 
by the court of lllq?lTY of whwh you are presideut will be lleld in open court. 

Very respectfully, 

Commodore WILLIAM G. TEMPLE, U. S. N., 
PrB8ident C01/7't oj Inqlli1-Y, Navy Department. 

WM, E. CHANDLER, 
Sec'l'etal'Y of the Nat,y. 
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The judge-ad vocate then placed before the court, as evidence, the 
official log-books of the exploring steamer Jeannette from the 25th day 
of .rune, 1879, the day when she was commissioned at San Francisco, 
Cal., to the date of her loss in the Arctic seas, June 10, 1881, in four 
volumes, which accompany this record. 

And the court then, at 10.30 a. m., adjonrned to meet to-morrow, the 
7th day of October, 1882, at]O a. m. 

THIRD DAY. 

NAVY DEPAR1'MENT, 
Washington, D. C., Satnnlay, October 7,181)2-10 a. Ill. 

The court met pursuant to the adjournment of yesterday. 
Present, Oommodore William G. Temple, United States Navy, presi

dent; Capt. Joseph N. Miller, United States Navy, Commander Fred
erick V. McNair, United States ,Navy, members; and 1Iaster Samuel 
U. LemIy, United States Navy, judge-advocate. The record of the pro
ceedings of yesterday, October G, ]882, the second day of the inquiry, 
was read and approved. . 

The court was then cleared for deliberation, by request of the judge
advocate, and afterward reopened. 

The judge-advocate then read aloud, and pJaced l)efore, the court as 
evidence, the acts of Congress of March 18, 1878, and February ~I, 
1879, under which the Secretary of the Navy was authorized to accept, 
for the purpose of a voyage of exploration by the way of Behring's Straits, 
the ship Jeannette, tendered by James Gordon Bennett for that pur
pose, and which acts are as follows: 

[PUBLIC No. 58.] 

AN ACT authorizing the Secretary of the Navy to accept, tor the purposes of a voyage of" exploratiolJ.~ 
by the way of Bebring'. Htraits, the ship Jeannette, tendered by J ;tmes Gordon Bennett for t,hat. pur
pose. 

Be it enacted by the Senaie and Hou8e of Rep,·esentaH·ve. of the United States of America 
ill Cong1'ess aS8en,bled, That the Secretary of the Navy be, and he is hereby anthorized 
to accept and t.ake charge of for the nse of a North Polar Expedition, by way of Beh
ring's Straits, the ship Jeannette, owned by James Gordon Bennet,t; and by him ae
voted to this purpose; that he may use in fitting her for her voyage of exploratiou, 
auy materials he may have on hand proper for the purposes of an Arctic voyage: and 
that he is fnrther authorized to enlist the necessary crew for the said vessel for "spe
cial service," their pay to he temporarily;met from the pay of the Navy, and to be 
paid or refunded by James Gordon Bennett ~o the Navy Department, under the or(ler 
uf the Secretary of the Navy, lmd as he may require: The vessel to proceed on her 
voyage of explorationnnder t.he orders and instruct.ions of the Navy Department: 
that the lllell so "Apecially enlisted" as above, shall be subject in all respects to th" 
Articles of War, and Navy Regulations and discipline: and that all parts of the >let 
approved March eighteenth, eighteen hundred and seventy-eight, incollsistent with 
t.he above, be, and they are hereby repealed; P1·ot,ided, That th" Government of the 
United States shnll not be held liable for any expendi1.ures, incurred or to be inclllTc,t 
on acconn t, of ,·tid exploration. 

Approved Fehruary ~7, 11':179. 

AN ACT in aid of a polar expedition desig'TIed by James Gordon Bennett. 

Whereas James Gordon Bennett a citizen of the United States, has purchased in 
Great Britain, a vessel snpposed to be specially ad~pj;ed to Arctic expeditions, and 
proposes, at his own cost, to fit out and man said v(~Xsel} and to devote her to efforts 
to solve the polar problem: and whereas it is (leemed deSIrable that said vessel, while 
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so engaged shall carry the American flag, and be officered by Ameriean Naval officers: 
Therefore 

Be it enacted by tile Senate and HOU.86 of RepT6sentatives of the United ~tates of -;4merica, 
in CongTcs8 aS8embled, That the Secretary of the Treasury be authoTIzed to Iss~e an 
American register to said vessel, by the name of Jeannette and that the r:re~ldellt 
of the United States be authorized to detail with tb"ir own consent, COll!mSSlOned, 
warrant and petty officers of the Navy, not to exceed ten in number, to act as offi
cers of said vessel during her first voyage to the Arc tie sen:s. Pj.-ovidf~, howet'er, That 
such detail shall be made of such officers only, as the PresIdent IS satIsfied can be ab
sent from their regular duties without detriment to' the public service. 

Approved March 18, 18i8. / 

rIhe judge advocate then placed in evidence the following letters 
taken from the files of the Navy Department, each of which was read 
aloud, and certified copies are appended to the record, as follows: 

Letter from Commodore E. R Colhoun, commandant at navy-yard, 
Mare Island, California, appointing a Board to thoroughly examine the 
yacht Jeannette, and report what repairs, if ally, she needs to her hull, 
boilers, machinery, &c., to fit her for an extended cruise in the Arctic 
regions, dated Decem bel' 31, 1878. Exhibit E. 

Report of the Board recommending repairs, dated January 24, 1879. 
Exhibit F. 

Copy of a letter from Ohief Constructor J. W. Easby, of the Navy, 
!co Commodore E. R Colhoun, inclosing memorandum of work to be 
done on the Jeannette, in Construction Department, dated March 11, 
1879. Exhibit G. 

Copy of memorandum of work to be done inelosed with above letter. 
Exhillit H. 

Copy of letter from Commodore Earl English, Chief of the Bnreau of 
Equipment and Recruiting, to Commodore E. R. Colhoun,. dated March 
14, 1879. Exhibit I. 

Copy of a telegram from Commodore English, to Commodore Colhoun, 
dated May 16, 1879. Exhibit K. 

Copy of a telegram from W. H. Shock, Chief of the Bureau of Steam 
]~ngineering, to Commodore Colhoun, ordering repairs to be made on 
the J eaImet te under the cognizance of the Bureau of Steam Engineer
ing, in accordance with the recommendations of the Board of' survey, 
dated March 10, 18'19. Exhibit L. 

Letter from Commodore E. R. Colhoun, appointing a Board to care
fully examine and report upon the repairs and outfit of the Arctic 
steamer ,Jeannette, dated June 6, 1879. Exhibit M. 

Rf'port of Board in accordance with above order, dated June 26 1879. 
Exhibit N. ' 

And tile court then, at 12.45 p. m., adjourned to meet ou Monday, the 
9th day of October, 1882, at 11 a. m. . 

FOURTH DAY. 

NAVY DEPARTMENT 
Washington, D. C., Monday, Octobm' 9, 11:\82-10 ~. m. 

The court llJet pursuant to the ad.iournment of Saturday. 
Present" Commodore W:illiam G; Temple, United States Navy, presi

dent; Capt. Joseph N. Mlller, Umted States Nayy Commander Fred
erick V. McN~ir, United States. Navy, members; a'nd Master Samuel 
C. Lcmly, Umted States Navy, Judge-advocate. / 
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The record of the proceedings of Saturday, October 7, 1882, the third 
day of the inquiry, was then read and approved. 

'rhe court was then cleared by request of the judge-advocate and 
afterward reopened. 

The judge-advocate then read aloud aud placed before the court as 
evideuce the originals of the following letters, certified copies of which 
are appended to the record, as follows: 

Pinal letter ofinstructions to Lieut. George W. DeLong from the Hon
orable Secretary of the Navy, dated Jnne 18, 1879. Exhibit O. 

Pinal report from Lieutenant DeLong to the Honorable Secretary of 
the Navy, dated July 8,1879. Exhibit P. 

And the court then, at 1.10 p. m., adjourned to meet to-morrow, the 10th 
day of October, 1882, at 10.30 a. m. 

PIFTH DAY. 

NAVY DEPARTMENT, 
-Washington, D.O., Tttesday, October 10, 1882-10.30 a. m. 

The court met pursuant to the adjournment of yesterday. 
Present, Commodore William G. Temple, United States Navy, pres

ident; Capt. Joseph N. Miller, United States Navy, Commander Fred
erick V. McNair, United States Navy, members; and Master Samuel C. 
Lemly, United States Navy, judge-advocate. 

The record of the proceedings of yesterday was read and approved. 
The judge-advocate then requested an adjournmeut to enable him to 

get up the documentary evidence already in, and the court accordingly 
adjourned at 11.50 a. m. to meet to-morrow, the 11th day of October, 
1882, at 10.30 a. m. 

SIXTH DAY. 

- NAVY DEPARTMEN'I', 
Washington, D.O., Wednesday, October 11,1882-10.30 a. m. 

The court met pursuant to the adjournment of yesterday. 
Present, Commodore William G. Temple, United States Navy, pres

ident; Capt. Joseph N. Miller, United States Navy, Commander Fred
erick V. McNair, United States Navy, members; and Mastel' Samuel C. 
Lemly, United States Navy, judge-advocate. 

The record of the proceedings of yesterday, October 10, the 5th day 
of the inquiry, was read and approved. 

Commodore E. R. COLHOUN, United States Navy, was then called 
as a witness, and having been sworn according to law, by the president 
of the court, testified as follows: 

Examination by the JUDGE-ADVOCA'l'E: 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCA'l'E. Please state yonI' name, rank, 

and present duty, or station. -
The WITNESS. Edmund R. ColhoUll, Commodore, United States N a"y, 

waiting orders, Washington, D. C. 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Did you perform any duty in 
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connection with the fitting for Arctic service of the exploring steamer 
Jeannette; and if yes, where and when ~ . 

The Wl'I'NESS. On the 31st of December, 1878, whIle commandant of 
the navy-yard, Mare Island, Cal., I ordered a Board, consisting. of four 
officers namely Ohief Engineer Fletcher, Commander Kempfi,.N a,aI 
Constnictor Mu~h and Chief Engineer Kutz, to tllOroughly examme the 
yacht Jeannette, then at the navy-yard, Mare Islund, a·nd inte~ded for 
an extended cruise in the Arctic regions, to report what repaIrs were 
necessary to her hull, boilers, machinery, &c. _ 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCA'l'E. Was the duty aSSIgned_ to these 
officers carried out and what action if any, was taken upon theIr reporU 

The WITNESS. It was carried out, and their report was forwarded to' 
the Department. ' 

Question b:v the JUDGE-ADVOCA'l'E. Were all instructions given by the 
Navy Department, or the Bureaus thereof, relative to repairs and alter-
ations on the Jeannette, executed '? ' 

The WITNESS. They were. 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Did you personally examine the 

Jeannette at any time whcn she was fittilJg for sea, or afterwards, with a 
view to ascertaining her fitness for the duty to which she was assigned ~ , 

The WITNESS. I examined her frequently; I was aboard of her almost 
every day, to see that the work was being carried on in accordance with 
the recommendations of the Board of Survey, and the directions of the 
Navy Department. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Did you take any further action, 
with a view of ascertaining the fitness of the Jeannette for Arctic serv
ice; and if yes, what was it ~ 

The WITNESS. On the 6th of Juue, 1879, I ordered a Board, consist
ing of Oapt. Philip U. Johnson, Commander Charles J. McDougal, Naval 
Constructor George W. Much, Chief Engineer George F. Kutz, and Ohief 
Engineer Edward Farmer, to carefully examine and report upon the 
repairs andoutfitoftheArcticsteamer Jeannette, and whether the repairs 
and alterations as recommended in the survey upon that vessel had been 
made, and if any other work not embraced therein, but considered neces
sar~T, had been dene. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Was this duty executed in accord
ance with your order~ 

The WITNESS. Yes, it was. 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. From your personal observation of 

the Jeannette while undergoing repairs, and from the official report of 
the Board of' Survey appointed to inspect her after the repairs were 
made, wbat is your opinion of that vessel as toher general seaworthiness 
-and as to her special fitlless for an extended crui;;e in the Arctic regions ~ 

Tbe Wll'NESS. I thought she was sea.worthy, but I do not think I 
would myself have chosen bel' for a cruise in the Arctic regions. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Why would you not. have chosen 
her for such a cruise; in what qualities was she lackinO' to thoroughly 
fit her for it"? b 

The WITNESS. I didllot think she would handle well; she was slow' 
I suppose she was strolJg' enough. I do not know how she handled 
under sail; under steam she was slow. I tbiuk six or seven knots was 
the most they conld get out of ber in smooth water. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Do you consider that the Jeall
net~e was, so far as possible, strengthened and fitted for an Arctic 
crmse~ 

The WI1'NESS. I think as far as practicable she was. 
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Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCA'l'E. What, then, was the condition of 
the Jeannette before her departure from Mare Island ~ 

The WITNESS. She was in good condition, but I thought she was very 
low in the water on account of having so much aboard of her. 

Examination by the COURT: 
Question by the COURT. Do you remember whether all the reCOill

mendations of the Board of Survey were ordered to be carried ont by 
the ,arious Bureaus of the Department~ , 

The WU'NESS. I do not remember. 
The testimony of this witness being here concluded, was read over 

to him, and pronoullced by him to be correct. The witness then with
drew. 

Capt. P. C. JOHN,$ON, Uuited States Navy, wall! then called as a wir,
ness, and having been sworn according to law by the president of tht 
court, testified as fdHows: 

Exawinatioll by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE: 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Please state ;your name, milk, 

present duty and station. 
The WITNESS. Philip C. Johnson, captain and chief signal officer of 

the Nayy, Washington, D. C. 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. What duty, if any, did YOlI exe

cute in connection with the fitting of the exploring steamer Jeannette 
for Arctic service ~ 

The WITNESS. I was senior member of a Board, appointed b" the 
Commandant of Mare Island navy yard, Commodore Colhoun, to inspect 
and see if the recommendations in regard to repairs and alterations 
made by a former Board had been carried out. I do not recollect the 
exact wordiug of the order, but the idea was to see if the ship was pre' 
pared in all respects for a cruise in the Arctic. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCA'l'E. Did the Board inspect the ship 
in obedience to orders, and if yes, what was their report as to the exe
cution of recommelldations and orders for repairs and :ttterations ~ , 

The WITNESS. They did. The report in general was that the recom
mendations of the pre,ious Board had been carried out, but with some 
exceptions that were not authorized by the Bureaus, and there was also 
some considerable work done that had not been recommended by the 
previous Board. The ship was prepared as far as it was possible for 
a cruise in the Aretic. 

The court then, at 11.50 a. m., took a recess until 1 p .. m., when it 
reconvened with all the members and thejudge,advocate present. 

The witness under examination, Capt. P. C. Johnson, then came in, 
and his examination by thejudge-adV'ocate continued as follows: 

The judge-ad vocate t.hen quoted from the report of the Board of 
which the witness, Captain Johnson, was senior member~ already ill 
evidence as follows: 

For an extellcied cruise in the Arctie regions it was not possible, in onr opinion, to, 
make her particularly adapt,ed for snch service. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Why was it impossible, as stated, 
w make the Jeannette particularly adapted for Arctic service1 

The WI'l'NESS. Because it would havc been necessary to rebuild hcl') 
her frames were single, very light, probably 6 by 8 inches in dimensions, 
and spaces between frames about 2 felOt. The clamps w~re very light 
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:and beams light; in fact she was a lightly built vessel. This is to the 
best of my recollection. . 

The judge· advocate then again quoted from the report of the Board, 
.as follows: 

To strenO'then her in the space between the lower edge of spar-deck clamps, and 
npper edge ~f bilge strake in wake of boilers, engine, and coal bl;lllk.ers, she wa;s pla~ked 
with 6-inch Oregon pine, well fastened throngh and throngh; III heu of the four 6-Ill~h. 
bnlkheads as recommended in the survey, beams and heavy trnsswork or athwartshlp 
diagonal bracing has been substituted. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. What effect had this deviation 
from the recommendations of the board of survey upon the strength 
-of the vessel, to increase or to diminish it~ 

The WITNESS. In my opinion this athwartship truss work tended 
greatly to increase her strength, bnt in my opiuion it would have been 
advisable to put in the bulkheads in addition. I think the effect pro
duced by the truss work was not so good as it would have been had she 
been strengthened by tIle four bulkheads, as each one of them would 
have acted as effectively as the truss work. The truss work was made 
of about 8 by 10 inch timber, and the recommendation was to have four 
6-inch hulkheads, which 'would have been much better. 

The judge-advocate then again quoted from th~ report of the Board: 
Heavy stanchions under every beam were not put in, becanse they were not anthor

ized by the Burean. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. What effect, if any, had this 
-omission upou the strength of the vessel "1 

The WITNESS. It would bave been stronger had they been put in. 
The judge· advocate then again quoted from the report of the Board, 

.as follows: 
In addition to the original iron truss hooks,and instead of the three or four heavy 

wooden hooks, as recommended by the snrvey, it was fOlIllCl after removing the joiner 
work, above the berth-dock, that hooks of the proper shape could not be obtained, so 
pointers an,d bracing were nsed instead. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADvoCATE. What effect, if any, had this 
·deviation from ·the recommendations of the Board upon the strength of 
the vessel ~ 

The WITNESS. It was, in my belief, better than the plan recommended 
by the Board. It filled her in solid with pointers so that the butt-ends 
-of the timbers would receive the blows instead of the sides. 

The judge-advocate then further quoted from the report of the Board, 
as follows: 

The spars were not changed, as there was no anthority from the Bnreau to do so. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Did YOIl deem the ve~sel's spars 
unsuited to her, particularly for a Polar expedition, and if yes, why' 

The WITNESS. They were too taunt and too slight; the yards not 
heavy enough in the slings. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Were any of the deviations from 
the report of the Board or any of the omissions above enumerated in 
consequence of the recommendations of the officers detailed for the ex-
pedition ~ , 
. The 'YIT~ESS. I cann?t answer with certainty about tIl at, but my 
l?1presslOU IS that the wl~hes ?f the commanding officer of the expedi
tlOn were generallycomplted WIth where not in con.fl.ict with the Bureau's 
authority. Indeed, I know that some of the omissions were in accord
ance with his wishes; for example, the omission in regard to the water. 
tanks. .. 
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Qu('stion b.v the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Did ;you visit the Jeannette at 
all,Y time <lnrillg' the prog-ress of the re.pairs and alterations being made 
upon bel"'! 

The WITNESS. Frequently. 
Question by the JUDGI~-ADVOCATE. From ~'onr observations of her 

at these visits, and your subseqnent inspection of her, as a member of 
the Board of Elul'\~e.y, as stated, what is your opinion, 1st, as to her gen
eral sea-worthiness, and2d, as to her fitness for extended Arctic explora
tion ~ 

The WITNESS. Loaded as deeply as she was when she left Mare Island, 
I did not consider her in a condition to comlHj.t the weat,her she would 
probabl.y meet ill those high latitudes. She had very little free-board, 
being light framed and lightly sparred; very logy, heavy seas would, I 
should think, strain her so no; to leak badly. For the same reasons 
enumerated auoye, I cOllsi<lered her as unfitted for Arctic exploration. 

Examination by the COUR'l': 
Question by the COURT. Do you know why the athwartship bulk

heads were not put in as recommended by the first board of survey? 
TIle WITNESS. I do not. 
Question by the OOUR'I'. Would you have considered the Jeannette 

fitted to encounter the dangers of her expedition if the athwartship bulk
heads and the stanchions under her beams had been added as recom
mended by the first Board of Survey' 

The WI'l'NESS. I should not. 
Question by the OOURT. 'Vas the Jeannette's model adapted to eu

counter the ice of the Arctic seas "? 
The WITNESS. No; I think she was too sharp and had too much dead 

rise; she would not rise to a squeeze; she was too wedge-shaped. 
Question by the COURT. Did Lieutenant DeLong at any time express 

to you dissatisfaction with the Jeannette or her outfit ~ 
The WITNESS. No; on the contrary, he expressed to me entire satisfac

tion. 

The testimony of this witness being concluded, was read over to him, 
and pronounced by him to be correct. The witness then withdrew. 

The cO'urt then, at 2.20. p. m., adjourned to meet to-morrO'w, the 12th 
day of October, 1882, at 10.30 a. m. 

SEVENTH DAY. 

NAVY DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, D.O., Thursday, October, 12, 1882-10.30 a. TIl. 

The court met pursuant to the adjournment of yesterday. 
Present, Commodore William G. Temple, United States Navy, presi

dent; Capt. Jospph N. Miller, United States Navy, Commander Fred
rict V. McNair, United States Navy, members; and Master Samnel C. 
Lemly, United States Navy, judge-advocate. 

The court toak a recess to enable the judge-advocate to prepare the 
record of yesterday. 

At 12 In. the court reconyened, with all the members and the judge
advocate present. 

The record of the proceedings of yesterday, October 11, 1882, the sixth 
day of the inq lIiry, was then read, and, after making seYCl;-al corrections 
of clerical errors, approved. 
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Toe testimony of Ooief Engineer EDWARD FARMER, United States 
Navy being deemed essential to the prosecution of the inquiry, the 
judge:advocate, acting under the instructions of the court, issued a sum· 
mons for his attendance. 

Oapt. P. O. JOHNSON, a former witness, was then recalled, an? having 
been reminded by the president of the court that he was stIll under 
oath, was examiued by the court, as follows: 

Question by the OOUR'l'. Did you express to the Department the 
opinion that the Jeannette was not well adapted for the service_ on which 
she was to be sent ~ 

The WITNESS. We expressed it indirectly, in the report of the Board, 
by stating that for an extended cruise in the Arctic regions it was not 
possible in our opinion to make her particularly adapted for such serv
ice. 

The order convening the Board did not require any expres~ion of 
opinion in regard to her fitness for the work for which she was destined, 
further than that which was expressetl in the report. 

As it was a private enterprise, and the ship had been purchased, and 
was satisfactory to those most interested ill the enterpriRe, it was rather 
a delicate thing to express an uufayorable opinion of it in our official 
capacity. I callnot say that that was what actuated the other mem
bers of the Board, but it influenced me. 

The testimony of the witness havillg been concluded, was read over 
to him, and was pronounced by him to be correct. The witness then 
withdrew. 

The testimony of Naval OOllstructor George W. Much, United States 
Navy, being d(>emed essential to t1le prosecution of the illqldry, and he 
being now stationed at the navy·yard, Mare Island, Oalifornia, and 
therefore not available as a witness before the court, the judge·advo· 
cate was directed by the court to prepare interrogatories to he sent to 
the said Naval Oonstructor George W. Much, Uuited ~tates Navy. 

And theconrt then, at 12.50 p. m., adjourned to meet to-morrow, the 
13th day of October, 1882, at 10.30 a. m. 

EIGHTH DAY. 

NAVY DEPRTMENT, 
Washington, D.O., Friday, Octobet· 13, 18.'~2-10.30 a. m. 

The conrt met pursuant to tbe adjournment of ;yesteRday. 
Present, Oommodore ~i1liall1 ~. Temple, United 8tates Navy, presi

dent, Oapt .. Joseph N. Mlller, Umted States Navy, Oomma-nuer Freder
ick V. McNair, United States Nayy, members, and Master Samuel O. 
Leml;y, Uuite.d States Navy, judge-advoca.te. 

The record of the proceedings of yesterday, October 12, 1882, the 
seventh dll,y of tile iuquiry, was then read and approved. 

Ohief Engil!eer EDWARD l!ARlII(ER, United States Navy, was then 
calIe.d as a wltuess and, hanng been Sworn accordillO" to law Ly the 
presldent of the court, testified as follows: h 

Examination by the JUDGE· ADVOCATE : 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. What is your name, rank, pres. 

ent duty, and station ~ 
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The WITNESS. Edw>l.rd Farmer, chief engineer United Stat.es Navy, 
at present head of the Department of Steam Eugineering at the Naval 
Academy. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOcA'rl~. ,V ere you a mem ber of the Board 
appointed by Commodore E. R. Colhoun, United States Navy, then com
mandant of the navy-yard, Mare Island, Oalii0rnia, in a letter dated 
June 6, 1879, to carefully examine and report upon the repairs and outfit 
of the Arctic steamer Jeannette? 

The WITNESS. Yes. 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. State fnlly why, in the opinion 

of the Board, it was not possible to make the Jeannette particularly 
adapted for an extended cruise in the Arctic 1 

The WITNESS. I think a vessel should be built new for that service, 
and every appliance that modern science. can devise should be incor
porated in her from the beginning. The Jeannette was an old vessel, 
and such devices as were practicable were applien, but they wonld not 
in my opinion be equal to a new vessel, with all the modern appliances 
and necessary arrangements. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. State fnlly what, in your opin
ion, was the effect upon the strength of the Jeannette of the following 
de,iation from the recommendation of the survey. 

In addition t.o the original iron breast-hooks and instead of t.he three or four heavy 
wooden hooks as recolllmended by survey, it was fonnel aft.er removing the joiner work 
above the bert.h deck, t.hat honks of the proper shape coulrl not be obtained, 80 point
ers ancl bracing were nsed inst.ead; bnt the extreme fore end of the vessel from 1> to 10 
feet aft of the apron, and frolll the berth deck down, has been fille(l in solid, and all 
well bolted through and through. . 

The WITNESS. I think that that improved her strength, though taking 
away from her inside carrying space. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. What, in your opinion, would 
have been the effect upon the strength of the vessel had the recommen
dations of the first Board of Survey been carried out, in regard to the 
four six-inch bulkheads, and, if practicable, the btlalllS and heavy truss 
on athwartship diagonal bracing had also been put in so as to combine 
the two? 

The WITNESS. I do not know whether or not the bulkheads could 
have been put in with the bracing. If practicable, I think that it would 
have added to her strength. 

Question hy the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. State, if you know, who was re
sponsible for any or all of the ahove-enumerated deviations from the 
recommendation of the first board of survey ~ 

The WITNESS. I do not know. 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOOATE. What were your opporhmities 

for observing the Jeannette while she was undergoing repairs and al
terations at the Mare Island navy-yard. 

The WITNESS. She was lying under the shears, ann I went aboard 
of her from time to time, and also saw her machinery in course of eon
struction and repair, in the Department of Steam Engineering, between 
the 22d of February and the time of her going out into the stream. I 
never went aboard of her after the trial trip. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. From your observation of the 
Jeannette while undergoing repairs and alterations what was your 
opinion of that vessel; first, as to her general seaworthiness; and, 
'second, as to her fitness for extended Arctic cruising. 

The WI'l'NESS. My impression was that she was a seaworthy vessel; 
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a safe vessel to go to sea in. I think she was as well adapted to Arctic 
cruising as any old vessel, repaired, could .be made. . 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCA'l'E. DId the commandmg or any 
other officer of the Jeannette at any time express to you dissatisfaction 
with that vessel; or did they express themselves as satisfied with bel' V 

Tbe WI'l'NESS. I never heard any of the officers express themselves 
as dissat.isfied with her. Oaptain De Long on the trial trip expressed 
himself as pleased with what ~ad be.en done for the vess~l b;y t~e au
thorities of the yard. Mr. MelvIlle, wIth whom I was qUIte mtnnate, 
never complained of want of anything in his Department, that of Steam 
Engineering. When the Board was about leaving we as~ed each officer, 
separately, if he was satisfied with the equipment of h18 department, 
and none of them made any complaint. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCA'l'E. Do you or do you not consider 
that the model of the Jeannette adapted her to Arctic cruisiug? 

The WITNESS. I never noticed her when out of water. I do not think 
she was doeked while I was there. I don't think she had much dead 
rise. My opinion of the dead rise is, from what I saw from the inside, 
she did not have as much dead rise as would be put in a Hew vessel for 
Arctic service. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. In what manner wonld this ef
fect the vessel as an Arctic cruiser~ 

The WrrNESs. She would be less likely to get clear, when nipPf,d in 
the ice, if flat. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCA'l'E. What was the condition of the 
Jeannette when she sailed, or when you last visited her? 

The WITNESS. She was very deep in the water, but so far as practi
cable I think she had been repaired and placed in condition for service 
in the Arctic Ocean. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Have you any further statement 
to make in relation to the adaptability of the Jeannette for Arctic 
cruising, particularly as to her strength and model? If you have, make 
it now. 

The WITNESS. No. 

Examination by the COURT: 
Question by the OOURT. vVere the boilers and machinery of the 

Jeannette well adapted and adequate to the work required of them' 
The WITNESS. Yes i I think they were. 

The testimony of this witness being here concluded was refLd o\'er to 
him, and pronounced by him to be correct. The ~itness then with
drew. 

Commodore E. R. OOLHOUN, a former witness. was then recalled 
and having been reminderl by the president of the court that he was still 
under the obligation of his oath, was examined by the court as fol
lows: 

9l~estion by the OOURT. Did you express to tile Department the 
opllllOn that the Jeannette was not well adapted to the service 011 which 
she was to be sent~ 

The WITNESS. No; to the 1Iest of my recollection I did not. 

o The testimony of this wit~ess being here concluded, was read over to 
hellm, and pronounced by hIm to be correct. The witness. then with. 

rew. 
And the court then, at 12.20 p. m., adjourned to meet to-morrow the 

14th day of October, 1882, at 10.30 a. In_ ' 
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NINTH DAY. 

. NAVY DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, D. C., Sat'u'rday, October 14, 1882-10.30 a. m. 

The court met pursuant to the adjournment of yesterday. 
Present, Commodore William G. Temple, United States Navy, pres

ident; Capt .• Joseph N. Miller, United States Navy, Commander Fred
erick V. McNair, United States Navy, members; and Master Samuel 
C. Lemby, United States Navy,judge·advocate. 

The record of the proceedings of yesterday, October 13, 1882, the 
eighth day of the inquiry, was then read and approved. 

Lieutenant J. W. DANENllOWER was then called as a witness, and r 
having been sworn, according to law, by the president of the court, tes
tified as follows: 

Question b~' the JUDGE· ADVOCATE. What is your name, rank, present 
duty, and station ~ 

The WITNESS. John W. Danenhower, lieutenant, United States 
Navy; at present on waiting orders. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. To what vessel and to what spe
cial service were you last attached ¥ 

The WITNESS. To the Arctic steamer Jeannette, during the exploring 
expedition in the Arctic seas. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Where iS,the Jeannette now ~ 
The WITNESS. She is sunk in thirty· eight fathoms of water, latitude 

770 15' N. and longitude 1560 6' E., both approximate. Having been 
crushed by the ice June 12,1881, she sunk June 13, 1881. Correct local 
dates for geographical position. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. When and where did you join 
the Jeannette, and what service, if any, did you perform in that vessel 
prior to her being specially fitted for Arctic exploration ~ 

The WITNESS. I joined the Jeannette at Havre, France, July 7t 
1878, and made tIle voyage by way of the Straits of Magellan to San 
Francisco, arriving December 18 [~8*], 1'378. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCA'l'E. Were you ordered to the Jean
nette, for the Arctic Expedition, upon your own application ~ 

The WI'l'NESS. No; I expressed my assent to going, and at Sm.yrna, 
in June, 1878, received a te1egram from Mr. James Gordon Bennett. that 
my services were accepted; and on .July 4th he telegraphed to the 
United States and had me ordered. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATI<J. 'Was your assignment then t() 
that vessel and service made with yonI' consent and approval? 

The VVITNESS. Yes. 
Question. by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Subsequently to your arrival 

at San Francisco what were your further movements, in so far as they 
were preparatory for starting on the .Arctic expedition in the J eannette7 

The WITNESS. I was detailed by the Secl'etary of the Navy to repol't 
to the commandant of the navy-yard at Mare Island, California, for the 
resumption of duties on board the Aretic expedition steamer Jeannette 
on the 1st of April, 1879. I was sent to report the progress of work on 
the Jeannette, and to disburse the funds in payment thereof. This was 
done at the instance of Lieutenant DeLong, who gave me written speci
fications relative to the repairs of the ship. 

Question by the .JUDGE-ADVOCA'.rE. Have you these specifications 
now' 

'Correct,cd by witness. 



16 LOSS OF THE STEAMER JEANNETTE. 

The WITNESS. No; they went down in the ship. . 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. What were they, In so far as you 

you can recollect ¥ . ' 
The WITNESS. The details of work of repaIrs on the hull, bOIlers, 

and engines of t4e ship were given, and also. instructions relative to 
tallying the work, reporting progress, and paymg off haJ).ds. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. State as fully as yon can what 
repairs and alterations were made on the Jeannette under your obser-
vation; particularly as to strengthening her hull ¥ . 

The WITNESS. The old boilers were first hoisted out, and the dIago
nal wooden trusses in the boiler and coal-bunker spaces were removed. 
This space was 39 feet and 8 inches between bnlkheads, which were ~he 
main bulkheads of the ship. For these trusses strakes of Oregon pIlle 
were substituted, and made a complete ceiling from the boiler-bed tim
bers up to the lower-deck shelf. 

(The witness here produced a sketch, which had been made at the 
time when the repairs were in progress, which was offered by the judge

lauvocate and accepted by the conrt as evidence, and a certified copy is. 
appended to the record marked Q.) . 

1'hese strakes were from 10 to 12 inches in width and 6 inches in tbick
ness, and from 60 to 40 feet in lengtb, in order to shift butts on the frames. 
Tbere were also two pieces of plank put in the fore hold, one of which was 
26 and tbe other 10 feet in length and 5 inches thick, to supply old ceiling 
that showed some sign of decay. Heavy frame-work, forward Of the bow
sprit bitts, on the berth deck, was also inserted. They were of varying 
dimensions, the section 18 by 12 inches and tbelength about 10 feet. The 
space below the berth deck was filled in solid with Oregon pine, 10 feet 
abaft the stem. The ship was pui; on the floating dock and all the new 
work was fastened with through bolts. While on the dock she was calked, 
outside and in, and a coating of coal tar and arsenic was given to her 
under-water body. The wood lock from the rudder was removed, and 
special chain pendants were fitted, by which the rudder could be shipped 
and unshipped quickly. At this time work was going on with the re
palrs of the engines and the new [cylindrical boilers'"'] cylinder and 
boilers were constructing. The hnll of the ship was thoroughly exam· 
ined, and only a few insignificant traces of the work of tbe teredo could 
be found. This was done by boring, and a few marks were found on 
the snrface, but insignificant. The ship had previously received a. 
doubling of American elm, 5 incbes in thickness, and extending from 
about 1 foot above the water line to below the turn of the bilge. She 
had also been fitted with iron plates, extending from the cut-water to 
near the fore chains on the bows. These plates or iron straps were 
about 2 inches in thickness and 5 inches in width. They were separated 
by about their own width. The stem of the ship was cased with iron 
from about one-half to three-quarters of an inch in thickness. I think 
this was w~ought iron. The object in the distribution of the straps 
an.d t~e c.asmg of the. stem was to a,oid superfluous weight. .A. new 
smt of s~Ils was prOVIded and the old sails thoroughly repaired, and 
storm salls .also overhauled. Spare blades for the propeller were cast. 
T~e foregomg work was performed while I was the representative of 
I:leutenant D~Long, but about April 23, 1879, Lieutenant Chipp ar
rI,:ed from 9hma, and as he was going out as executive officer of the 
SbIP he deSIred to go on duty at once to assist in fittina' her out. About 
that. date he received orders ~o join ~er, and I turned oyer everytbing 
to hIm except the money affairs, havmg received such directions from 

'Correction by witness. 
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Lieutenant DeLong. In regard to the quality of the work that was 
performed at the Mare Island navy-yard at that time, it was A No.1, 
and there were men kept aboard constantly who were looking out for 
our i~teres.ts: Alfred S.weetman, a thorough ship-carpenter, who was 
lost wIth LIeutenant ChIPP'S party, and John Oole, boatswain, who re
turned with me from Siberia, who is now an inmate of the Government 
Insane Asylum. Both of these men were special employes of Mr. Ben
nett's, and I often availed myself of the suggestions of Mr. Sweetman. 
Every facility was given Mr.Ohipp and myself uy the commandant 
and the other officials at the navy-yard. 

When the vessel came off the dock her boilers were hoisted in, and 
the repairs on her rigging were effected under the direction of Mr. 
Chipp.· A heavy truss was placed in the main coal-bunker. The beam 
was 12 inches by 14 in section, and extended athwartships, and was 
supported by two heavy diagonals. The old iron truss that had been 
in the ship was placed abaft the bOilers, and in contact with them. Both 
of these trusses were put in after the boilers were put in place. There 
were small details carried out with a view to the comfort of the officers 
and crew, such as the placing of berths in the forecastle, and in arrang
ing the galley; also building a deck-house to be put up in winter quar
ters. The boats were thoroughly overhauled, being placed in the boat
house for that purpose. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADvocATE. What opinion did you form at 
the time of the suitability of the spars of the Jeannette for an Arctic 
cruiser~ 

The WITNESS. The spars were all right as to strength. I thought 
the ship should be resparred and given more canvas. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Why did you so think ~ 
The WITNESS. Because she would not tack under sail alone. 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. What was the rig of the Jean-

nette ¥ 
The WITNESS. She was marked in the register barquentine, and she 

had three masts, square-rigged on the fore and main, except tpe main
sail, which was fore-and-aft; fore-and-aft sail on the mizzen. She car
ried fore and main top-gallant sails; nothing above them. The top-sails 
were patent rolling. 

The court then, at 12 m., took a recess until 12.20 p. m., at which 
time it reconvened, with all the members and the judge-advocate and 
the witness under examination present. 

The judge-advocate then continued his examination of the witness, 
as follows: 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Did you from your personal ob
servation of the Jeannette and of the repairs and alterations made in 
her, consider her a vessel adapted to Arctic exploration? 

The WITNESS. Yes. 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. It is in evidence before this court 

that a Board of Survey recommended that four six-inch bulkheads be 
put in the Jeannette, and that beams and heavy truss-work or ath wart
ship diagonal bracing was afterward substituted. What effect had this 
substitution upon the strength of the vessel ¥ 

The WITNESS. It is hard to tell; the vessel performed all the work 
that could be expected of a vessel, and an opinion on this point would 
only be problematical. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. It is further in evidence that in
stead of three or four heavy wooden hooks, as recommended in survey, 
it was found after removing the joiner work above the berth-deck, 

H. Ex. 108-2 
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that hooks of the proper shape could not be obtained; so pointers aud 
bracing were used iustead. What, in your opinion, was the effect of 
this substitution upon the strength of the vessel '1 

The WITNESS. No material effect; because, in the experience of Jan
uary 19, 1880, had the ship been strengthened by breast-hooks the re
sult would have been the same. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. State fully to what you referr 
as the experience of January 19, 1880~ 

The WITNESS. On that day the ship was subjected to a tremendous 
longitudinal pressure lrom the ice ahead, and she sprung a leak. It 
was afterward fOllnd that the forefoot had been twisted. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. What, in your opinion, would 
have been the effect upon the strength of the vessel if the two modes of 
strengthening, the one by three or four heavy wooden hooks, and the 
other by pointers and bracing, had been adopted, so as to combine the 
two¥ 

The WITNESS. The one actually used was the stronger; that by fill
ing in solid and fastening by through bolts. The two systems could 
have been combined; but I do not know whether it would have been 
good judgment. I do not know whether a shipwright would have com
bined them. I undersLand the s.vstem adopted to be an improvement 
upon the plan suggested by the board, with a view of particularly adapt· 
ing the ship to ramming and boring the ice. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Could not the four six-inch bulk· 
heads, and the beams and heavy truss-work, or athwartship diagonal 
bracing, which was substituted therefor, both have been used; and 
what would have been the effect upou the strength of the vessel of such 
com bination ~ 

The WrTNEss. The ship would doubtless have been stronger, but 
there would have been no stowage capacity. Had she been all bulk
heads she could not have withstood the pressure to which she was sub· 
jected on June 12 and 13, 1!:$81. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE_ State, if you know, who was 
responsible for each and all of the above-enumerated deviations from 
the recommendations of the survey? 

The WITNESS. I do not know. 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. What was the condition of the 

Jeannette when she sailf\d from San Francisco ~ 
The WITNESS. She was a good, strong, sea-worthy vessel. She was 

deeply laden, but that is always the case with Arctic ships, and she 
was well adapted to the service she performed. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Did you examine the Jeannette's 
lines when she was in dock V 

The WITNESS. Yes. 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Did you or did you not consider 

that her Ilodel was such as to tit her for an Arctic cruise~ 
The WITNESS. I had no fault to find with the model at the time but 

subsequent experience makes me think that another model may have 
been better. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. State fully what this subsequent 
experience was, and in what manner the Jeanllette's model could be 
improyed upon for Arctic cruising. ' ' 

The WITNESS. For the particular kind of work to which she was sub
jected, a kettle bottom~d vessel, with flare-out sides, would probably be 
the best; because the lCe would shove under her and lift her quicker 
than if she was wedge-shaped. ' 
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Question by tbe JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Witb particular reference to the 
.frames of the vessel was she lightly or strongly built ~ 

The WITNESS. Lightly. She was a single-framed vessel. 
Question by the JUDGE·ADVOCATE. Have you any further statement 

to make iu relation to the adapta.bility of tbe Jeannette for Arctic cruis
ing, particularly as to her strength, her fittings, and her model '/ If yes, 
make it now. 

The WITNESS. No. 

Examination by the COURT: 
Question by the COURT. Was the Jeannette a sharp or a flat bottomed 

vessel ~ 
The Wrl'NEss. Her greatest breadth was just abaft the foremast. 

From that place to near the mainmast sbe bad a very full under-water 
body, and then was cut away aft. She was full amidships and cut away 
at both ends, having a great deal of dead rise abaft the mainmast and 
forward of the foremast. The sides tumbled home slightly from above 
the water line. 

Question by the COURT. Was the stern of the Jeannette protected on 
the outside by any iron straps or sheathing similar to that on the bows' 

The WITNESS. No. 
The court then, at 12.50 p. m., adjourned to meet on Monday, the 16th 

day of October, 1882, at 11 a. m. 

TENTH DAY. 

NAVY DEPARTMENT, 
-Washington, D.O., Monday, October 16, 1882-11 a. m. 

The court met pursuant to the adjournment of Saturday. 
Present, Commodore William G. Temple, United States Navy, presi

dent; Capt. Josepb N. Miller, United States Navy, Commander Fred· 
erick V. McNair, Ullited States Navy, members; and Master Samuel 
C. Lemly, United States Navy, judge advocate. 

The record of the proceeding'S of Saturday, October 14,1882, the ninth. 
day of the inquiry, was then read and approved. 

The witnt'ss under examination, Lieut. JOHN W. DANENHOWER, then, 
callie in, and tbe judg·c·ad vocate placed before him the originals of plans. 
of the Jeannette, which were furlli"hed to the ship at Mare Island navy
yard; also a plan made by Lieut. George W. De Long, all of which were 
identified by the witness and acceptedtiy the court for reference. 

The examination of the witness by the court then continued as fol
lows: 

Question by the COURT. Were you satisfied with the condition of 
the Jeannette on her departure from Sail Francisco for the Arctic re
gions ~ If not, state in what particular you were dissatiMfied J§ 

'l'he WI'l'NESS. I was satistied. 

Examination by the JUDGE·ADVOCATE: 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOOA1'E. State fully the names, rank or 

rate, and generally the duty of each officl'r and man who was attaehed 
to the Jeannette when she sailed from San Francisco for the Arctic 
reg'ions? 

The WITNESS. George W. DeLong, lieutenant United States Navy, 
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commanding; Oharles W. Ohipp, lieutenant, Un,ited States Navy, exec~
tive officer' John W. Danenhower. master, ITmted States Navy, naVi
gator; Gedrge W. :Ylelville, passed. assistaut engineer, United States 
Navy chief engiueer of the Jeannette; Dr. James M. Ambler, passed 
assist~nt surgeon, United States :Navy; William Dunbar, s~aman, ~or 
special service as ice-pilot; Jerome J. Oollins, seaman, for spe?IaI serv~~e 
as meteorologist; R,aymond L. Newcomb, seaman, for speCIal serVIce 
as naturalist and taxidermist; -Walter Lee, machinist; James H. Bart
lett first-class fireman; George W. Boyd, second-class fireman; sea· 
ma~ John Oole, boatswain; Alfred Sweetman, carpe?ter; W. F. O. 
Nindemann, chief quartermaster and carpenter; LOUIS P. Noros, H. 
W. Leach, Henry Wilson, O. A. Giirtz, P. E. Johnson, Edward Starr, 
Henry D. Warren, H. H. Kaack, A. G. Kuehne, T. E. Manson, H. H. 
Erichsen, Adolph Dressler, Oharles Tong Sing, Ah Sing, Ah Sam, and 
,coal·heavers Walter Sharvell, Nelse Iverson, and John Lauterbach. 

The witness was allowed to refer to the log-books of the Jeannette, 
already in evidence, for (iletails of names, dates, and position in giving 
his evidence. 

Question by the JUDGE·ADVOCATE. What changes, if any, were 
made in tile list of officers and men during the cruise of the Jeannette, 
when and where1 

The WITNESS. At St. Michael's, Alaska, August 21, 1879, Ah Sing, 
seaman, was discharged and provided with passage to San Fran
cisco, and the Indians, Alexy and Aniguin, were employed as hunters 
and dog-drivers. No other changes were made. 

Question by the JUDGEADVOCATE. Who had charge of the deck 
watches on board the Jeannette? 

The WITNESS. William Dunbar, John Oole, W. F. O. Nindemann. 
The court was then, by request of a member, cleared for deliberation, 

and afterwards reopened. 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOOATE. Give a narrative account of the 

vorageand management of the Jeannette from the date of her leaving 
San Francisco to that of her loss, referring to the log-books of that ves
sel, and to any notes you may yourself have taken at the times enu
merated1 

The WITNESS. The Jeannette left San Francisco, .. July 8, 1879, and 
arrived at Ounalaska, Alaska, Augnst 2, by way of Akoutan Pass. 

The court was here cleared by request of the judge.advocate, and 
afterwards reopened, the witness being present. 

The judge-advocate then offered, and the court accepted for reference, 
the original track chart of the Jeannette, which the witness identified. 

The witness then continued as follows: 
She made a 101lg pasHage from San Francisco to Ounalaska, owing 

to light head winds, and also to fog in the vicinity of Akoutan Pass. 
The ship w~s coaled at Ounalaska, and a quantity of furs and special 
stores reCeIved. She left Ounalaska, August 6, 1879, bound for St. 
Michael's, Alaska, and arrived at that port August 12, 1879, having 
been delayed by fogs, head winds, and currents. Her greatest speed 
during that passage was seven knots and six-tenths, which was made 
under sail and steam. 'Ye waited at St. Michael's until August 18, 
when the schooner Fanme A. Hyde, of San Francisco, arrived with 
stores and coal for our ship. 
pur~ng this time we had the skin clothing made by the natives, two 

SUltS for each person on board. We a~so received forty· eight pairs of 
snow-shoes, one large and two small SkIll boats, and a number of minor 
articles~ and purchased forty dogs and obtained two clog-drivers. We 
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transferred most of the supplies from the schooner, and August 21 left 
St. Michael's bound to St. Lawrence Bay, arriving at that place on 
August 25, after experiencing a heavy northerly gale and very rough 
chop sea. The ship lay to on the starboard tack all day on August 24. 
She behaved very well, though she was heavily ladened and had a 
deck-load of dogs, provisions, and coal. She was uuder storm-sail, 
fore-and-aft sail, and spanker. While we were lying to, we were under 
sail alone. On the 23d the ship was pitching heavily, and the forward 
water-closets were carried away by a heavy sea .. The engines were 
then slowed to thirty turns and the ship was easier. In the first dog
watch of August 23 banked fires, aud the ship lay under storm-sails 
until 1.40 p. m. August 24. The schooner arrived at 5 p. m. August 26. 
We took the remaining stores on board. We communicated with the 
patives, and were informed that a steamer had passed to the south
ward during the previous month. From the description we judged it 
to be the Vega, Professor NordenskjOld. The object in stopping at St. 
Lawrence Bay was to gain information on that l:mbject. On August 27, 
we left St. Lawrence Bay, and towed the schooner out and sent onr mail 
home by her. We stood north through Behring's Straits, and crossed 
the Arctic Circle on August 28. The weather was cloudy and misty, 
with moderate breezes blowing. On the evening of the 29th August 
we touched at Cape Serdze Kamen and anchored for the night. We 
interviewed the natives, and what we leaI'llecl at St. Lawrence Bay 
about Professor N ordenskjold was corroborated. We got under way at 
6 a. m., August 30, and stood to the we§ltward. A party of natives from 
a village came alongside and examined the ship, but there was no 
intercourse. On August 31, at daylight, we met an extensive pack of 
old ice, extending five miles from the land, and in an east and west 
direction as far as the eye could see. At 8.20 a. m. the same day we 
saw some skin tents near a point of land. The ship remained off the 
edge of the pack, while Lieutenant Chipp was sent ashore with the whale
boat, accompanied by Mr. Dunbar and myself. We visited the tents 
of the Tchoncktchees, a native tribe, and were taken to a place where 
they said the Vega had wintered. We obtained somepapers, buttons, 
tin pans, photographs, and other evidences that the ship had been in 
that locality. The papers were written in Swedish and the photographs 
bore the name of Stockholm. At 1.10 p. m. we started ahead with the 
engines fnll speed, sbaping the course for the southeast coast of W ran gel 
Land as it was then called. 

Pending the further examination of tbis witness, the court, at 2.30 p. m., 
adjourned to meet to-morrow, the 17th day of October,188~, at10.30 a. m. 

ELEVENTH DAY. 

NAVY DEPARTlI'IENT, 
Washington, D. C., Tucsday, Octobc'r 17,1882-10.30 a. m. 

The court met pursuant to the adjournment of yesterday. , 
Present, Commodore William G. Temple, United States Navy, pres

ident; Oapt. Joseph N. Miller, United States Navy, Commander Fred
erick V. McNair, United States Navy, members; and Master Samuel 
C. Lemly, United States Navy, judge-advocate. 

The record of'the proceedings of'Monday, October 16, 1882, was then 
read and approved. 
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The witness under examination, Lieutenant JOHN 'Y' DANE.NHOWER, 
then came in and continued his answer to the questIOn pendmg at the 
time of adjournment yesterday, which was repeated by the judge-advo
cate, as follows: 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Give a narrative account of~he 
voyage and management of the Jean,net.te, from the date of her leavmg 
San Francisco to that of her loss, referrmg to the log·books of that ves
sel when necessary for details, and to any notes you may yourself have 
taken at the times enumerated ~ 

The ·VVrl'NESS. We stood to the northward and westward until Septem
ber 2d when we had to change course to the northward and eastward, 
and co~st the pack ice. Occasionally the ship would enter leads, and 
finding that they were converging or closing would corne out. Leads 
are large cracks or lanes between floe pieces of' ice, which a ship can 
enter. The general appearance of the ice at this time was smooth, and 
from 7 to 10 feet in thickness, showing about 3 feet above the water. 
The floe pieces on the edge of the pack were not extensive in area. 
While working along the pack the captain, the ice pilot, or myself, was 
always in the crow's·nest. The crow's-nest of the Jeannette may be 
described as a large cask, having a trap-door in the bottom, through 
which the observer entered. It was then closed and formed a floor on 
which he stood. The crow's-nest was secured by iron bands to the fore
top-gallant mast, above the topmast cross-trees. It was made of wood 
and was about 5 feet in height and 4 in diameter at the base and 3 at the 
top. There was a little ridge where a person could sit. There were 
places for putting glai:lses, the long glaRs, and the binoculars. We 
coasted the pack until September 6, when we entered a wide lead and 
commenced to work to the west-nor'-west, using stearn and sail. 

Herald Island was in sight on September 4th and 5th. On September 
3d a whaling J)ark was also sighted early in the morning. The engines 
were slowed and we waited for her to come up, but a heavy fog came 
up and we lost sight of her. 

The weather was foggy aud misty, with very light airs, during the 
time that we were cruising along the pack. 

We made fast a number of times to floe pieces, being unable to pro
c.eed on account of the fog. Spread fires and got under way the last 
tIme at 1 p. m. Se~tember 6 1879, and worked through the pack about 
one and one·half mIles to the west-northwest. The captain was in the 
crow's nest, i~e pilot Dunbaron the top-sail yard. Mr. Chipp in charge 
of the deck, WIth all hands. I was at the conn and at times in the cabin 
looking outfor the instruments. About 4 p. m: the weather became "Very 
thick, and the ship could proceed no farther. At 2.20 she was secured 
to a floe piece, with her head at W. N. W. per compass. She was 
secur~d with ice aD~hors at bow and quarter. Herald Island was at 
that tIme enveloped In fog and could not be seen. In the forenoon land 
had bee.n seen to the sou,-sou,-west (magnetic) at an estimated distance 
of 7~ mIles. Two range poles w~~e set upon a sou(souCwest (magnetic) 
beann,g, a~d by them a small dnftto the northwest was observed; took 
sou~dlllgS III fo~ty fathoms, blue mud bottom. While working through 
the ICe Mr. ChlPP and a number of the crew went out on the ice to 
breast some heay-y pieces of ice from the ship's side. 
F~om the motIOD of the ship the ice in the immediate vicinity got in 

motIOn. and ~he par,ty had to go :lp to the head of the lead to get on board. 
The ShIP fOiced her way by borIng and ramming. 

During the night of September 6 the temperature fell from 29~o 
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Fahrenheit at noon to 240 Fahrenheit at midnight, and young ice formed, 
so that on the morning of September 7, it was impossible to move. The 
drift was ob~erved on that day to be to the northwest. The custom 
was to observe the drift by the trend of the lead line, and also by the 
land when in sight. . 

The object of putting up the range poles was to decide at once whether 
there was any movement in the surrounding ice in which the ship was 
fixed. The ship was a fixed body in the ice, and the two poles were 
placed in range with the poil1t on Herald Island. Any movement 
then of the ice would be shown by throwing the poles out of range. 
The range poles were only of service wbere land was in sight, and were 
used only when the motion was so slight that it could not be detected 
by the lead line, which was sometimes the case in calm weather. 

The ship was put in winter quarters and secnred for tbe winter. 
This was in the month of September. The deck-house was put in place 
forward; vestibnles were placed outside of the deck-house ano. ontside 
of the cabin, with storm-doors. The after awnings were housed; the 
rudder was nnshipped and triced up; the propeller was turned, with 
the blades up and down; the engines were coated with tallow and 
white· lead, but not disconnected, and the ship was banked up with 
snow to keep in the warmth. Fur clothing was served out for all hands, 
and a winter routine was established. The crew was stationed at fire
quarters, and for abandoning the ship, sleds and boats were placed in 
readiness for immediate use; the stoves were gotten in place, and mode 
of heating and ventilation established. The crew was detailed as fol
lows: 

Captain DeLong, with six men, formed No.1 sled party, and manned 
tbe first cutter; Lieutenant Chipp, with six men, No.2 sled party, and 
manned the second cutter; Master Danenhower, with six men, No.3 
sled party, and manned the first whale-boat; Chief Eng'ineer Melville, 
with pve men, No.4 sled party; Surgeon Ambler, with five men, formed 
No.5 sled party. Sled parties Nos. 4 and 5 were to be distributed 
among the three boats. In the original detail of boats tbe secoll(l 
whale-boat was also manned and fitted out. 

During my sickness I was detailed to go with Mr. Chipp, and Mr. Dun
bar was to take my place in the first whale-boat. The boats were 
mounted on sleds, made by the seaman Nindemann, and the provision 
sleds were McClintock's. The boats were fit,ted out completely with in
struments for. navigation, boat compasses, and a supply box, contain
ing necessary articles for repairing damages. This outfit was in the 
fall of 1879. 

The ship heeled over to starboard during the ice pressure in Septem
ber and October from 5° to 11°, and mast-llead tackles were gotten up 
on the port side; the lower blocks hooked to heavy ice-anchors, and the 
upper hooks to straps above the eyes of the lower rigging. The ice anchors 
were about 60 yards off the port beam. Each person was provided with 
a knapsack containing spare clotbing and ammunition for immediate 
use in case of disaster. The boats and provisions were stowed on the 
spar-deck for the same purpose. 'rhe ice was comparatively quiet dur
ing Sep'tember and October, bnt early in November great crnshing and 
ramming took place_ The ice was thrown up ill ridges, and numerous 
cracks radiated from the ship. There was a great surging stream of 
ice about 100 feet from the starboard quarter, and it was constantlyen
croaching upon her. The motion of this stream mis l1lu('h greater at 
regular mtervals, as though affected by tides. The motion of the ice 
was greatest when the water was shoalest and about the time of full 
and change of the moon. 
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And the court then, at 12.05 p. m., took a recess until. 12.30 p. m., at 
which· time it reconvened, with all the members, the Judge-advocate _ 

, and the witness under examination, J. W. Danenhower! present .. 
The witness then continued his answer to the pendmg questIOn as 

follows: 
The shoalest water was 18 fathoms; the deepest about 40 fathoms. 

This was during the fall of 1879. When 'Ye were between Heral~ 
Island and Wrangel Land the motion of the ICe se~med gr~atest, as If 
affected by cnrrents, and we sometimes. saw large p.leces of Ice covered 
with dirt and shells as if they had been m contact wIth the land. Land 
was frequently visible to the south west, an~ ~speciall! .so on the 28th 
and 29th of October, when high land was dlstmctly vIsIble from deck, 
the higher point bearing S. 320 W. (true) and the extremes were S. 160 

30' W. and S. 360 W. (both true). The land appeared to be from 30 to 
50 miles distant, and was mountainous. 

On October the 29th a grel'ter extent of land was visible, the eastern 
extremity bore S. 200 E. and the western S. 460 'V. (both true). It 
appeared to be a mountain with two peaks and a shallow saddle between 
them. All bearings were taken with the azimuth compass20 yards froin 
the ship, and hence free from local influence. 

The winter routine commenced November 1; all hands called at 7 a. 
m. and fires started in the galley; breakfast, forward and aft, at 9 a. m. 
At 11 a. m. all bands were called out on the ice for exercise until 1 p. 
m., and tbe quarters were thrown open for ventHation, except when the 
temperature was more than 300 Fahrenheit below zero, when the system 
of ventilation was sligbtly modified by closing the doors before 1 p. m. 
Dinner forward and. aft at 3 p. m., and galley fires put out at that hour; 
tea at 7.30 p. m. made from water obtained at the condenser, it being 
necessary to condense wa:-er all the time because the snow and ice were 
salty. 

On the first of each month the medical officer examined each person 
on board. Tbe watches were kept by the seamen, two hours each, 
while hourly observations were made by the officers of the ship. 

About November 6, at 11 p. m., the ice suddenly opened in the pro
longation of the ship's keel, and she was left lying on her starboard 
side in a half cradle and tbe observatory was brought on board. 

From tbe commencement of the work a full series of meteorological 
observations were made, and astronomical observations as frequently 
as the weather and other circumstances permitted. The observatory 
was put up soon after the ship was beset, at about 200 yards off:' the 
starboard beam, and the thermometers were placed in a box on a hum
mock near the observatory, with the anemometer on a pole above them. 
Star observations for position were made with tbe artiticial horizon and 
sextant. Tbe transit and zenith telescopes were not mounted in the 
observatory on account of the uncertainty of the situation and as our 
position was constantly changing. ' 

When the ice opened, November 6, nothing was lost except a canvas 
out house tbat had been erected. Tbis was found about fifteen months 
afterward, at a distance of onl,) 4 miles from the ship. This fact shows 
tbat tbere was very little change in the relations of the ice in our vicin
ity, especially after. what follo:ved on November 25,1879. During a 
south ~est ~ale the Ice wedged III uuder the starboard bow, and pnshed 
the ShIP oft tbe half cradle. She was heeling about 220 to starboard 
after she was waterborne. Tbe ship drifted to northward and eastward 
down the lead, which Wt~S filled wit.L drifting ice. She was subjected to 
heavy pressures. The first was from the stern, and iu a fore-and-aft 
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direction; the others were athwartships, and were very heavy. The 
ship stood them very well, and drifted to the E. N. E. true. As soon 
as the ice slacked up, the ship swung all the way around the compass, 
and about 7 p. m. brought up in some young ice on the south side of a 
considerable expanse of open water. It was probably 2 or 3 miles in 
area, judging from the ice which formed afterward. The rudder re
mained triced up, because it would have been crushed had it been 
shipped, The fore-and-aft sails were ready for use, and the topsails 
were also in rea(liness. At this time the weather had cleared up, and 
the wind was light, still from the southwest. The ship was here frozen 
in, heeling 10 to starboard. She had drifted nine hours on November 
25. It was impossible to make any progress in any given direction, as 
there were no connecting leads. The weather was stormy, aud darkness 
prevailed. The ship was subjected to a considerable pressure on the 
27th November, 1879, and the young ice opened on her port side, show
ing a narrow belt of water, which soon froze over, the ship heeling 2~0 
to starboard at that time. The ice continued to accumulate;' and the 
ship became firmly frozen in. Heavy ice-pressures were taking place 
in the vicinity of the ship, and were constantly felt. When she brought 
up in the young ice it was too tllin to bear the weight of men, and she 
could not be secured, but when the ice opened on the port side she was 
secured with ice anchors on the starboard bow and quarter, the ice 
having become thick in the mean time. 

On December 11, as stated in the log, "The ship is now in a floe of 
young ice, which is about 500 yards wide, 1,200 yards long, ship head
ing south three-fourths west, magnetic, and her bows at the south edge 
of the floe. Heavy floe pieces of old ice encroaching on the young ice, 
and in constant motion." That was the final freezing in of the ship. 

The ship was again banked up with snow, and aU the former ar
rangements and winter routine were carried out. There was nothing 
more of importance during the year 1879. 

The court was then cleared by request of a member, and afterward re
opened. 

And the court then, at 1.45 p. m., pending the further examination 
of the witness, adjourned to meet to-morrow; the 18th day of October, 
1882, at 10.30 a. m. 

TWELFTH DAY. 

NAVY DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, D. C., Wedne8day, October 18,1882-10.30 a. m. 

The court met pursuant to the adjournment of yesterday. 
Present, Commodore William G. Temple, United States Navy, pres

ident; Capt. Joseph N. Miller, United States Navy, Commander Fred
erick V. McNair, United States Navy members, and Master Samuel U. 
Lemly, United States Navy, judge-advocate. 

The record of the proceedings of yesterday, October 17,1882, theelev
enth day of the inquiry, was then read and approved. 

The witness under examination, Lieut. J. W. Danenhower, then came 
in and continued his answer to the pending question, which was re
peated by the judge-advocate as follows: 

Question by the JUDGE ADVOCATE. Give a narrative account of the 
voyage and management of the Jeannette from the date of her leaving 
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San Francisco to that of her loss, referring to the log-books of that 
vessel when necessary, for details, and to any notes you may yourself 
have taken at the time's enumerated. 

The WITNESS. Before finishing for the year 1879, I would state that 
in the middle of September an effort was made to reach Herald Island 
by a sled party composed of Lieutenant Ohipp, Ohief Engineer Melville, 
Ice Pilot Dunbar and the Indian Alexy, with a team of dogs. The 
island at this tirde was in sight, 21 miles distant, as measured from a 
base line of 1100 yards, and bore to the south ward and westward of the 
ship. The e~act details were in the navigator's wo~k-books. Th~ ob· 
ject of the expedition was to deposit records on the Island. It ~rrIved 
within 6 miles of the island and found open water, and was oblIged to 
return. 

The reason that the journey was not again attempted with boats, and 
also on other occasions when land was in sight, was that we had an un
(lertain base of operations (the ship) that was constantly shifting, and 
we could not tell what an hour would bring forth. 

In relation to the diet of the crew, the ration table for the officers and 
men was the same. Oommencing with Monday morning: for breakfast, 
<>atmeal, canned :!ish; dinner, canned soup, salt beef, two kinds of can
ned vegetables, bread and butter, tea, and a small quanti.ty of canned 
fruit. Tuesday: breakfast, bacon and hominy; dinner, canned soup, 
canned roast mutton, and two canned vegetables; supper, canned cold 
tongue and peach butter. Wednesday: breakfast, oat-meal and hash; 
dinner, pork and beans, one vegetable, turnips and duff for desert; sup
per, cold pork and quince or apple butter. Thursday: breakfast, pork 
hash and hominy; dinner, soup, canned roast beef and two vegetables; 
supper, cold roast beef. Friday: oatmeal and hash for breakfast; 
{lanned cold corn beef and two vegetables for dinner; cold corn beef 
and the fruit butter for supper. Saturday: breakfast, corned-beef hash 
and hominy; dinner, pemmican with rice and curry, and two vegetables; 
supper, cold pemmican and.fruit butter. Sunday: breakfast, beef hash 
or some canned fish and either oatmeal or hominy; dinner, a soup, 
canned meat and two vegetables-duff for desert; supper, generally 
curried lobster or. stewed kidneys with a canned fruit, peaches, apples, 
pears, &c. This diet was varied with bear and seal meat at least twice 
per week during most of the cruise. We had soft bread for breakfast and 
supper, and hard bread for dinner in the cabin. The men had the same 
allowance of flour as the officers, and arranged the times of eating the 
bread to suit themselves. The allowance of hard bread was not limited 
during most of the cruise. One ounce of butter per day was allowed 
to each person, and the Navy table of allowances was used in issuing 
coffee, tea, sugar, and small articles. We had coffee for breakfast and 
after dinner, and tea for supper. The provision estimates were made 
on the basis o~ three pounds of solid food per day per man, for thirty
three persons for three years' service. A large quantity of provisions in 
excess of this estimate was also taken. 

It :w.as found in October and November, 1879, that the expenditure of 
prOV1SlOns bY' actu~l gross weight was from 6 to 7 pounds per man per 
day. We kept dally and weekly accounts of provisions and the com
mander acte~ on the prin?ivle of giving everybody plenty' to eat. I had 
(lhargeof the Issue of prOVlSlOns and the accounts, having Mr. Sweetman 
to act as paymaster's yeoman. This was until January 1, 1880; and I wish 
to state to th~ court that I was not an eye-witness of what occurred frOID 
~hat ~ate untIl June 12,1881, :vhen the ship was crushed; but was kept 
;tully mformed of what was gomg on by daily visits from shipmates. In , 
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December,1879, my eyes became affected. They first became inflamed, 
and writing appeared blurred. I was then writing and working on ob
servations from 5 a. m. until 9 a. m. each day by lamp and candle light, 
it being during the long winter night. By the routine, I was called at 
4.45 a. m. to take the meteorological observations for 5 and 6. I availed 
myself of the quiet time in the cabin to get up my work for the day. 

About J an nary 1, 1879, the surgeon ad vised me to go on the sick list, 
which I did; and was in a dark room for the greater part of the time 
until the date the ship was crnshed. From J anuar;y 21, 1880, to Octo
ber ]5 of that year, about fifteen cuttings and probings were performed 
on the left eye, on account of a small abscess that had formed in the 
iris. 

Examination by the COURT: 
Question by the COURT. Did the Jeannette gronnd or meet with any 

accident from the time she left San Francisco nntil she was beset in the 
icc ~ If so, state the circumstances and how the vessel was managed at 
the time. . 

The WITNESS. She did not ground or meet with any accident except 
what is mentioned in Behring's Sea, which was not serious. 

Question by the COURT. Do you know whether it was intended by the 
commanding officer to pass the winter of 1879-'80 in the ice, before the 
vessel became fast in it ~ 

The WITNESS. I do not know positively. 
Question by the COURT. Did the commanding officer of the Jeannette 

hold a consultation with the officers of the vessel as to the propriety of 
entering the ice pack? 

The WITNESS. No. 
The witness then made the following statement: 
I understood from conversations with the captain that he hoped to 

reach the coast of Wrangel Island, Wrangel Land as then called, dur
ing the first season; put the ship in winter quarters in a lSafe harbor; 
send exploring parties out to examine the land during the fall of 1879 
and spring of 1880; and during the summer of 1880 to work to the 
northward in the coast water to Wrangel Land, should it prove to be 

. an e:;tensive land as theorists supposed. I can further state that in 
the captain's last communication to the Navy Department he mentioned 
the probability of wintering on the eoast of Siberia, Rhould he be un
able to reach Wrangel Land. Furthprmore, during the voyage from 
France, the captain, on one occasion, remarkea to me that putting a 
ship in the pack was the last thing to do. I have thought over the 
subject very earefully since my return home, and I do not believe that 
it was his intention to pass the winter in the pack. I think the fact 
that two whaleships were beset at about the same time, and to the 
south ward of the Jeannette, should also be considered. 

Question by the COUR'l'. When the .essel entered the ice was it with 
a view to forcing her way through to the supposed coast of Wrangel 
IJand ~ 

The WITNESS. Apparently with that object in 'iew. 
Question by the OOURT. What W,lS the variation of the compass in 

the vicinity of Herald Island, and what course (magnetic) would have 
been steered but for the ice encountered there ~ 

The WITNESS. The variation was about 200 east in that yicinity. 
On August 31, on leaving the Vega's winter quarters, we wished to 
shape 11 course for Cape Hawaii, and did 80 as lOtlg as the state of the 
ice permitted. After falling in with heavy ice we were forced to go to 
the northeast, and as stated at the time to me b'y the captain, he re-
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garded the lead we entered as a division between the Siberian and 
American packs, and it was so marked on the chart by me. A sketoh 
of the packs was made by me at the time, the ca~tain having indicated. 
by pencil his ideas on the subject and the relatwns of the two packs. 
I do not know what course would have been steered if the ice had not 
been in the way. 

Question by the COURT. Did the commanding officer of the Jeannette 
inform you or consult with you as to the course he jntended to pursue 
in his endeavor to reach the North Pole~ if so, state all you know on 
the subject, especially as to why he deviated from his original plan, as 
already stated by you, in getting into the ice. 

The WI'['NESS. He told me he had sometliing more definite and tan
gible in view than reaching the North Pole, and that was to explore 
Wrangel Land and the Siberian Ocean. The prospects for reaching !It 
high latitude depended on the continuity of the coast-line to the north· 
ward, for having land as a basis was considered one 0'1:' the first princi
ples of Polar navigation. The captain did not consult with me on the 
especial subjects mentioned in the question. 

I wish to state further that I had a letter, under date of June 2, 1878t 
from Capt. George W. De Long, in which he stated: 

I 
It is our intention to attack the Polar regions by the way of Behring's Straits, and 

if our efforts are not crowned with success, we shall have made an at.tempt in a new 
direction and examined a hitherto unknown country. The vessel which we have 
selected and purchased was originally Her Britannic Majesty's ship Pandora, and 
which was sold in 1872 to Sir Allan Young, from whom Mr. Bennett bought her in 
January last. We have changed her name to Jeannette, and have had her thor
oughly repaired and put in shape. 

He stated that he wished to go to work quietly and without any 
splurge. 

The witness here gave the judge-advocate the letter referred to, and 
was asked the following-q uestions : 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Do you believe this letter to be 
in the handwriting of George W. De Long ~ 

The ·WITNESS. I do. 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Do yon recognize the signature 

as that of George W. De Long ~ 
The WITNESS. I do. 
?,he judge-a~vocate then ?ffered, and the conrt accepted, the letter as 

eVlllence, and It wail accordlllgly read aloud by the judge-advocate and 
a certified copy is appended, marked R. ' 
~nd. the court.then, at 2.20 p. m., pending the further examination of 

thIS WItness, adjourned to meet to-morrow, the 19th day of October, 
1882, at 10.30 a. m. 

THIRTEENTH DAY. 

NAVY DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, D.O., Tlmrsday, October 19, 1882-10.30 a. m. 

The court met pursuant ,t~ the adjournment of yesterday. 
, Pr~sellt, Commodore ~llham <:1:. Temple, United States Navy, presi
de.nt, CalJt. J~seph ~. lYlIller, Umted States Navy, Commander Fred- ' 
erwk V. M?Nalr, Umted States Navy, membms; an'd Master Samuel C. 
Lemly, Umted States Navy, judge-advocate. 

The record of t~e ~roceedings of yesterday, October 18, 1882, the 
twelfth day of the mqUlI'y, was then read and approved. 
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Lieut. JOHN W. DANENHOWER, the witness under examination, then 
<lame in, and his examination continued as follows: 

Question by the COURT. What are the chances (If a vessel's being 
able to get out of the ice pack usually found off Wrangel Island when 
once she is beset in it? Please state fully the grounds on which you 

. base your opinion. 
The WITNESS. The chances are slight, judging from the experience 

of the whale ships, three of which were beset and lost during the first 
season we were there. The steam whaler North Star was beset and lost, 
during the summer of 1882, and since the year 1871, 56 whaling ships 
bave been beset and lost. This is stated on the best authority, that is, 
the report of Captain Hooper to the Secretary of the Treasury, relating 
to the cruise of the Corwin, in the summer of 1880 and 1881. 

Question by the COURT. Do you know of anythi~g in the manage
lllent of the vessel which subsequent experience has proved to have 
been prejudicial to the objects of the expedition and which could have 
been avoided ~ 

The WI1'NESS. I would state to the court that it is a question of judg
ment that is called for by the question, and when I embarked in the 
expedition it was to abide by the judgment of the commander, and I do 
.not wish to set my judgment against his or that of anyone else, unless 
it is absolutely required. 

The judge-advocate here called the attention of the court to Har
wood, page 247, on the subject of "opinion of witnesses," and read the 
paragraph referred to, which is completed on page 248 .. 

The court was then cleared by request of a member, and afterward re
opened. 

Whereupon the question last submitted to the witness was revised by 
the court and put to the witness as follows: 

Question by the COURT. Are there any material facts, within your 
knowledge, relating to the management of the Jeannette, which you have 
not already stated ~ 

The WITNESS. No. I 
Question by the COURT. At the time the Jeannette eutered the lead 

in the ice pack was it, in your opinion, with a fair promise of success of 
forcing her way through and reaching the laud? 

The WITNESS. I would not give my opinion, unless T had been in the 
crow's nest to get a full view of the situation. When the captain came 
down on deck it was very foggy, and I did not go aloft. I could not 
form a positive opinion at the time. 

Question by the COURT. In general terms, how were the crew of the 
Jeannette employed and amused while the vessel was beset in the pack? 

The WITNE~S. There was one man kept on watch on deck at all times. 
His duty was to pump the ship out at regular intervals; to keep the 
lookout. There was one man employed at the condensing apparatus, 
which consisted of the Baxter boiler and distiller. The general work 
of the ship was performed by a watch of men in the forenoon. The 
holds and store-rooms were broken out and re-stowed at regular inter
vals, and everything about the ship kept in thorough order. The men 
and offic~rs were supplied with musical instruments, books, cards, and 
other games for amusement and recreation. The clothing of the men 
kept them pretty busy, as they made such alterations as best suited their 
taste. Each person was allowed a rifle, and was encouraged in hunt
ing. Foot-ball was sometimes played on the ice, and foot races also 
took place. A team of dogs was often hitched up and short excursions 
made in the immediate vicinity of the ship. Minstrel and theatrical 
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performances took place about ~he holi~ay season of ea~h year, when a 
suitable change was also made III the dIet for the occaSIOn. 

Question by the COURT. Were the provisions always of good quality? 
If not, please state the names of the c?nt~actors and manufacturers who 
furnished those which were found defectIve. 

'1'he WITNESS. No. A considerable quantity of canned goods turned 
out badly. A large invoice of canned 'beef, marked with Erie Company's 
brand was bad and had to be rejected at Mare Island. Oanned goods 
of all 'descriptiJns proved bad at times, and had to be condemned by 
survey, mention of which was made in the ship's log fr?m day to clay. 
The flour, bread, coffee, tea, sugar, butter, and such artICles were very 
good. The goods were furnished by J. H. Leggett, & Co., of New York, 
and were from the various canneries of the East 'and West. 

Question by the COUR1'. Was or was not the deterioration in canned 
provisions the result of temperature to which they were exposed ~ 

The WITNESS. No. From the time of leaving San Francisco they 
were condemned from time to time. 

Question by the COURT. State fully what observations, meteorologi
cal and others, were taken. 

The WITNESS. During the first year in the ice the meteorological ob
servations were taken hourly by a detail of officers, and consisted of 
noting the height of the barometer with thermometer attached, the wet 
and dry bulbs, maximum and minimum thermomet.ers, the anemometer, 
the black bulb in a vacuum, the state of the clouds and movements 
thereof, the direction of the wind, and the general character of the 
weather, also the state of the ice. The astronomical observations were· 
those of the sun, moon, alld stars, by artificial horizon, for latitude, 
longitude, and time_ The observations with the azimuth compass for 
variations, lunar observations, and eclipses of Jupiter's satellites, for 
chronometer error, soundings, and temperature of sea water by the Mil
ler-Casella thermometer, specimens of t.he water examined, and specific 
gravity determined; surface temperature, and those at different depths, 
also determined. Dredge was hauled for specimens from the bottom, 
and of the animal life specimens from each sounding were kept, and other 
specimens turned over to the naturalist and taxidermist. Bears, seals, 
and birds were carefully examinl:'d when obtaimd, their stomachs es
pecially, to gain all possible knowledge about the food obtained in that 
region, and their habits. The soundings were made with ordinary lines, 
and specimens of the bottom were brought up in the Sands cup; the 
specimens of the water were brought up in the Sigsbee cup, tIle maxi
mum and minimum thermomet.ers being attached to the line and fitted 
with a special copper guard. The temppratur\~ was generally taken at 
the surface, at the 15-fathom mark, and just above the lead. 

Question by the COURT. Did the character of the provisions supplipd 
to the Jeannette cause sickness at any time ~ If so state all you know 
in reference to the matter. ' 

.The WITNES~. In May, 1~81, a number of the people became affected 
WIth stomach dIsorders, _wh.lCh were attributed to tin poisoning. It had 
been observed that the lIl~Ide of the tomato calis had turned tlark, as 
though acted upon by aCId. I was not affpcted. The tomatoes were 
marked Red Cross brand, and were excellent in qualitYlllost of the cruh.;e. 
Tht'y had been subjected to two winters and two summers' exposure . 
. Th~ court then, at 1?.40 p. m., took a recess until 1.10 p. m., at which 

tIme It reconvt'ued, WIth all the members the judge-advocate and the 
witness present. ' , 



LOSS OF THE STEAMER JEANNETTE. 31 
Iff 

Examination by the COURT continued: 
Question by the COURT. At the time the Jeannette entered the lead 

in the ice-pack what was the estimated distance to the land which was 
then supposed to exist to the westward of you? 

The WI'l'NESS. About 100 miles. 
Examination by the JUDGE-ADV')CATE: 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCA~'E. You have stated in your evidence 
that the events which transpired between the dates of January 1,1880, 
and June 12, 1881, are not within your personal knowledge by reason 
of yonr physical disability; are you personally cognizant of the events 
of June 12 and 13, 1881 ~ 

The WITNESS. Yes. 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOOATE. State all you know of the events 

of those days, on the latter of which, as you have stated, the Jeannette 
went down. 

The WITNESS. I was convalescent at the time, and went on deck at 
1 p. m., June 12,1881, for an hour's exercise. The weather was clear 
and pleasant, and there was a light breeze from the north ward and east
ward. The ship lay secured to the ice on her starboard side and iu the 
form that had been made when she was frozen in. As I remember, she 
was heading to the east of south, as the wind was near the port beam. 
l'he ice on the port side had opened on the previous'day and was about 
200 yards distant, with smooth water between it and the ship. There 
were no connected leads at the time by which the ship could have navi
gated, but in the vicinity there were a number of patches of water like 
small ponds. The men went out to hunt as usual. About 2 p. m. I 
I noticed the ice on the port-beam commenced to move toward the ship. 
It was immediately reported to the captain by the man on watch, and 
the captain came on deck. He ordered the hunters' recall to be hoisted 
at the main-truck, and they returned one by one, to the ship. The last 
two, coming in a little after 3 p. m.,_were Bartlett and Aniguin, who 
were dragging a seal. They came to the port side, for the ice at that 
time was in contact with the ship, and she was heeling from 150 to 200 

to starboard, with a hei\vy pressure under tbe port bilge. The cap
tain was on the bridge, giving orders about the boats, provisions, &c.; 
all hands were on deck. During the first pressures the ship was forced 
astern, and when the pressure slacked up she was hauled back into the 
orignal place. The pressures were very heh-vy and gave forth a hissing, 
crunching sound. Several times the pressures relaxed and the ship 
righted. About 3.40 p. m. Machinist Walter Lee reported t,he ice 
coming through the starboard coal-bunkers, and the captain gave the 
order "Lower away" to the men who had previously been stationed at 
the boat's falls. At that moment Mr. Melville came on deck and con
tradicted the statement, aud the order to "Hold 011 the boats" was im
mediately given. Between 3.45 and 5.30 p. m. a quantity of provisions 
was placed on the ice to starboard of the ship. About 5.30 p. m. one 
watch was sent to supper and the word was passed for the officers to 
get tea. At that time the ship was heeling more that 200 to starboard 
by the cabin indicator. 

And the court then, at 1.45 p. m_, pending the further examination 
of this witness, adjourned to meet to-morrow, the 20th day of October, 
1882, at 10.30 a. m. 
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FOURTEEN1'H DAY. 

NAVY DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, D.O., Friday, October 20, 1882-10.30 a. m. 

The court met pursuant to the adjournment of yesterday. 
Present Commodore William G. Temple, United States Navy, presi. 

dent; Capt. Joseph N. Miller, United States Navy, Commander Fred· 
erick V. McNair, United States N~vy, members; and Master Samuel 
O. Lemly, United States Navy,judge·advocate. 

The record of the proceedings of Thursday, October 19, 1882, was 
then read, and after correcting several clerical errors, approved. 

Lieut. JOHN W. DANENHOWER, the witness under examination. then 
came in, and his examination was continued, thejudge·advocate repeat· 
ing the pending question, as follows: 

Question by the ,TUDGE·ADVOCATE. State all that you know of the 
()vents of those days (the 12th and 13th of June, 1881), on the latter of 
which, as you have stated, the Jeannette went down. 

The WITNESS. About 6 p. m. ou June 12 very heavy pressures were 
felt. I saw Mr. Dunbar step below in the wardroom and bring up his 
knapsack and throw it in the cabin. At that moment I met Dr. Am· 
bIer, who said loqdly, "The order is to abandon ship." I then threw 
my knapsack over the starboard rail upon the ice, and returned to get 
other things, but found the water half·way up the wardroom ladder. 
I then went to Mr. Chipp's room and assisted in getting him out. He 
was sick abed at the time. His room was tbe forward room on the port 
side of the poop cabin. At this time all hands were employed, under 
the direction of the captain (who was on the bridge), in getting out pem· 
mican, camp gear, ammunition, and other stores, which were principally 
in the deck. honse, forward; but another party of men was also working 
in the after hold as long as the water would permit. There was also a 
detail of men on the ice, placing the stores in a safe situation as they 
came from the ship. A few minutes before this time the ensign had been 
hoisted at the mizzen truck. Just before supper I reported to the 8ur· 
geon that I was ready for work, and requested him to recommend me 
the captain to do light duty at least. He said he would do so, and in 
the mean time requested me to assist him in looking out for the medical 
stores and the liquors, which I stowed in one of the boats. About 8 p. 
m. the order was given by the captain for everybody to leave the ship. 
At that time the water was up to the spar deck on the starboard side, 
tbe ship keeling about 230 to starboard. I would further state that 
during the pressu\'es the ship at times seemed to lift a little, sometimes 
at the bow, and sometimes at the stern. This was during the pressures, 
before she was crushed; but when sbe was hove over to starboard the 
ice, coming above her doubling, seemed to hold her down, and the pres· 
sures were felt on the timber heads. Dr. Ambler, at the time, told me 
that he went down in the wardroom to get some articles, and on lifting 
a hatch cover found the water coming in the ship. He immediately 
reported to the captain, who was on the bridge at the time and the or· 
de! w~s given to g:et everything out of the ship. My obje~t in stating 
thIS CIrcumstance IS to show at what time tbe ship commenced to leak. 
Everybody left the sbip, and the order was given to camp ami prepare 
coffee. This was after the provisions, boats, and stores had been shifted 
to a large floe piece about :!50 yards off the starboard bow. This was 
done a~ ~h~ suggestion. of Mr. Dunbar, the ice pilot, as the ice in tbe 
close vIClmty of the ShIP was too much broken np to afford a good and 
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safe place for camping. The sun had been above the horizon at mid
night since the early part of May, and the light was strong even during 
cloudy weather. The SilOW was about 2~ feet deep, and the thermom
eter ranging between 250 and 300 Fahrenheit. 

vVhen-the order was give.Il to camp, Dr. Ambler relieved me from the 
care of the medicine, liquor, &c., and I went to work with No.3 party, 
which had been assigned to me originally. vVe pitched the tent abreast 
the whale-boat, and I went to work to collect the boat's outfit for the 
journey. I saw four prismatic compasses in the stern sheets of the first 
cutter, one of them hanging over the side. I took one for the use of 
the whale-boat, and got everything together that belon~ed to her and 
the tent, as mtch party's gear heul been previously marked and stowed 
in a state of readiness on the spar deck or in the deck-house. While 
waiting for coffee I went back to the ship in order to take a last look 
at her. I met John Cole, boatswain, and Alfred Sweetman, carpenter, 
and we stood for five or ten minutes examining and discussing the situ
ation. I noticed a place on the ship's side below the after end of the 
fore-chains, on the port side, in the vicinit,y of the water line, which 
appeared to me to have been bulged in by the pressure, but it was then, 
the ship having a list of 230 to starboard, out of water. It was probably 
no more than 3 feet square, speaking roughly, and looked as if a tongue 
of ice had impinged 011 that part. The steam-launch at the time was on 
the ice, about 20 yards from the ship, abreast the port fore-chaitls. 
The captain was standing near the port qnarter of the ship, and the 
second whale-boat was hanging at the davits near him. Mr. Sweetman 
suggested that we go aboard and lower the whale-boat, and asked me 
to speak to the captain about it. I declined, but said there were enough 
of us there to lower her if necessary. He then spoke to the captain, 
who quietly and pleasantly remarked that he had a sufficient number 
of boats a1rea,dy on the ice. I then proposed to return to the camp; so 
Cole, Sweetman, and I returned together, leaving the captain near the 
port quarter, and the only person in the vicinit.y of the ship. AftBr 
having coffee we turned in; it must ha\Te been abouL 11 p. m. A few 
moments later a loud crack in the ice was heard, and was followed by the 
order "Turn out, everybody." The ice had cracked near the captain's 
tent, and it became necessary to shift everything to an adjoining and 
safer floe-piece. We turned in again about 1 a. m. on the 13th. A 
watch was of conrse set, and about 4 a. m. I was awakened by Seaman 
Kuehne, who was calling Fireman Bartlett, his relief. He told him to
hurry up to see the ship go down. I heard a crash and variou~ remarks 
from the two men as they watched her go down. rrhat morl1lng', after 
all hands were called, the spot where the ship weut down was visited 
by a party, and a cabin chair, a signal chest, and a few pieces of wood 
were found. 

And the court then, at 12 m., took a recess ulltill2.30 p. m., at which 
time it reconvened, with all the members, the judge-advocate, and the 
witness present. 

The examination of the witness was then continued. 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Describe the condition of the 

ice on the 12th of June, 188 t. Was it broken, or in large floes, and what 
was its general moyement '? . . 

The WI'l'NESS. The ice was very much broken, and hove up III ndg~s 
and hummocks; the highest observed about 20 feet. The large floe III 
which we had been drifting for eighteen mouths seemed to bav~ b~en 
broken up by hinging, as it were, on Henrietta 1s1a11l1, and SWII?-glll.g 
around to the northwest. The thickne8s was about 10 feet, WhICh IS • 

H. Ex. 108--3 
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the average winter growth in that region, but it was hove up in a very 
confused way, and tht>, greatest draught of water of any pIece I saw 
measured was 23 feet. The floe pieces were generally of small area. 
There were no lengthy or connected leads, but on];y small ponds of 
water here and there and the ice was in constant motIOn The 'general 
motion was dependertt on the wind, but the local motion depended upon 
the amoullt of surface exposed to the wind, and was very irregular, ow
ing to the hummocks': In some cases the floe would have a sort of turn-
ing motion. ". 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Was thIS crnshmg of the ShIP, 
to which you have referred as th'e crisis, unexpected, or was it antici
pated and provided for ~ 

The WITNESS. It was anticipated and proyided for. 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Wita~ was the condition of the 

Jeannette on the 12th day of June, Id81, partlCularly as to her strength, 
prior to the heayy pressures to which she was titen subjected ~ 

The WITNESS. She was a very strong ship, and in the same condition 
as when she left San Francisco, except having the fore-foot twisted, and 
on that day Seaman Nindermann pointed out to me the fore-foot, which 
could be seen under water and twisted a little to port, as I remember 
it, having been done on the 19th of January, 1880, but w,as not in sight 
until the time specified, about .June 12, 1881, owing to the ship being 
imbedded in ice. She had been leaking since January 19,1880. After 
the ship floated she leaked less than when she was gripped in the ice. 
A large quantity of provisions, coal, and stores ha"ing been expended, 
she floated lighter. I think it was also due to her natural trim, the 
bows going up when she was freed from the ice. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Do :fou then attribute the loss 
of the ship to frequent and severe strains, or solel~7 to the heavy press-
ures to which site was subjected on Junp, 12 and 13, 1881 ~ , 

The WITNESS. To the actual pressures on June 12 and 13, 1881; and 
on that day she stood the pressure for oyer three hours before com
mencing to leak. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. If, then, she had been able on 
the 12th of June to get clear of the surronnding ice by connecting leads, 
do you or do you not believe that site would haY6 proven a seaworthy 
ship, and one capable of continuing Arctic exploration ~ 

The WITNESS. She would have been a seaworthy ship, but it would 
have depended upon tite actual experience she would encounter as to 
her capability for Arctic work . 
. Question by th~ ~UDGE-ADVOCA'l'E. Knowing her condition at that 

tIm~, would yo~, If m comm~,nd of the expedition, have deemed it ex
pedIent to contmue the ArctIC exploration ~ 

The WI'l'NESS. No; for she bad been fitted out for three years and 
!he sU1?ply of provisions, clothing, &c., would not warrant another' year 
III the IC~. T~e supply of coal, also, would have been insufficient for 

. the commg wIllter, and the crew had already been exposed for two 
years to the rigors of the Arctic climate. Furthermore it is the custom 
when a ship is fitted out for titree years for Arctic work to return at 
the end of the t,hird summer. ' 

Question by the JUDG~-ADVOCATE. Was it, then, owing solely to 
the .reasons enumerated III your last answer, and in no degree to de
fectIve strength of the vessel, that you would ha,e deemed further ex
ploration in her inexpedient ~ 

The WITNESS. Yes. 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. YQU ha,e stated that between 
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5 and 6 p. m. the officers went to tea. Did anyone of them remain on 
deck; and, if so, which of them ~ 

The ·WITNESS. The captain remained on the bridge. Mr. Melville, 
:).\fl'. Dunbar, and the doctor were on the alert, attending' to their duties, 
and one "atch of men was also at work. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. In reference to the heavy press
ures testified to on the 12th June, what part of the ship was principally 
subjected to them ~ 

The WITNESS. It seemed that the heaviest pressure came on the 
timber-heads [of the*] starboard frames after the ship was hove over by 

_ the ice; and also the heavy pressures were felt on the port side, on 
the bilges of the ship. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Where, if you know, did she first 
give way? 

The WITNESS. I do not know. 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Yon have stated that the captain, 

when asked for permission to lower the second whale-boat, replied that 
the boats already down were sufficient. Did subsequent experience 
prove this to be the case ~ 

The court was here cleared, by request of a member, and afterwards 
reopened, the witness being present. . 

The judge·advocate then stated that he withdrew for the present the 
last question, to be put to the witness at a· further stage of the proceed
ings. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Were all of the officers and men 
of the expedition landed safely and without accident on the ice f 

The WITNESS. Yes. 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Referring to the log-book, date 

of June 10, local date 11, 1881, do you recognize the handwritiug in 
which the events of that day are recorded .~ 

The WITNESS. I recognize it as the h:mdwriting of the late Lieuten
ant-Commander George W. De Long, United States Navy, command
ing the Jeannette at that date. 

Question by the JUDGE ADVOCATE. Do you believe it to be the hand
writing of the late Lieutenant-Commander George W. De Long? 

The WITNESS. I do .. 
The judge-advocate then proceeded to read from the log· book the 

record of the day in question, which was the last entry therein; and 
which is as follows: , 

FRIDAY, June 10, 1881. (SATURDAY, June 11, 1881.) 
At 12.10 a. m. the ice suddenly opened alongside, and the ship righted to an even 

keel. Called all hands at, oooe, and brought in the few remaining things on t,he ice. 
The ship settled down to her proper bearings nearly, the draught being 8 feet 11 
inches forward and 12 feet 5 inches aft. A large block of ice could be seen remaining 
under her keel. 

At the first alarm the gate in the water-tight bulkheads forward was closed; but 
the amount of water coming into the ship was fOllml to decrease, a small stream trick
ling aft being all that oou1<1 be seen. 

There being many large spaces of water near us, and the ice hlwing a generally 
broken appearance, it was concluded to ship thc rudder, to be ready for an emergeney 
involving the moving of the ship. 

After some trouble in removing accumulations of ice around the gudgeons, the rud
der was shipped, and everything cleal'Ild away in the wake of the booms anel yards 
for making saiL 

As well as cOllM bejndged by lookiug down through the water uncleI' the COu~lter,,~, 
there was no injory whatever to the after body of the ship. As soon as possIble a 
bow line and quarter line had been got out, and the ship secured temporarily to the 
ice, which remained on the starboard side, as nearly in the same bert,h as she could 

"Corrcction by witness. 
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be placed. By looking down throug.h the water ~,longside the Bte~l, on the por~ side, 
one of the iron straps near her fore foot was seen to be sprung oft, .but ot~lerWlse no 
damage could be detected. It was assumed by me that the heavy ICe, whICh all day 
bore heavily against the stem, had held th~ plank. end opeJ? at the garboards, and 
that as suon as the ,.hip was able to move from thiS ~eavy ICe the wood euds c~me 
together again, closing much of the opening and reduclllg !he leak. The :v~ter llU~, 
or rather the water level, being below the berth-deck, no difficulty was antiCipated ill 
keeping the ship afloat, and navigating her to Borne port, should she ever be lIberated 
frOID the pack-ice of the Arctic Ocean. . ' 

Sounded in 3:3 fathoms; bottom, mud; rapid dnft W. S. W. 
GEORGE W. DE LONG, 

Lieutenant, United States Navy, Commanding. 

[This entry was written in pencil, and was ,eI'Y indistinct, some of 
the words being scarcely legible.-S. C. L., J. A.] \ 

And the court then, at 2 p. m., pending the further examination of 
this witness, adjourned to meet to-morrow, the 21st day of October, 
1882, at 10.30 a. m. 

FIFTEENTH DAY. 

NAVY DEPARTMENT, 
"Washington, D. C., Saturday, October 21, 1882-10.30 a. m. 

The court met pursuant to the adjournment of yesterday .. 
Present, Commodore William G. Temple, United States Navy, presi

dent; Capt. Joseph N. Miller, United States Navy, Commander Freder
ick V. McNair, United States Navy, members; and Master SamuelO. 
Lemly, United States Navy, judge-advocate. 

The record of the proceedings of yesterday, October 20, 1882, the 
fourteenth day of the inquiry, was then read and approved. 

Lieutenant JOHN W. DANENHOWER, the witness under examination, 
then came in, and his examination by the judge-advocate was contin
ued, as follows: 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Was the abandonment of the 
ship anticipated and prepared for at any time prior to June 12 and 13, 
1881; and if yes, what were the preparations made? 

The WITNESS. Yes; sudden disaster was antiCipated, and, as I have 
previously stated, preparations were made when the ship first entered 
the pack. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. What was the physical condition 
·of the officers and men of the Jeannette when landed on the ice, JUile 
12, 1881 (local date) ~ 

The WITNESS. The physical condition was good, with the following 
exceptions, viz: Lieutenant Chipp was disabled and prostrated by 
~hat was supposed to be tin-poisouing. I was disabled by the condi
tIOn of my eyes, and unable .to perform the duties of navigator, but able 
~o do other .work. The Indian, Alexy, was affected with an ulceration 
TIn one of hiS legs. A number of the men, among whom were Seaman 
Kuchne, coa;l-heaver Laut~rba('?, a~d the steward, Charles Tong Sing, 
were also affected by the tm-pOlsomng: and were prostrated a few days 
later. 

The WItness was then examined by the COURT as follows: 
Question by the COURT. On the 12th and 13th of June, 1881 (local 

d~tes), was t~e pressure perceptIbly more severe than had been pre
VIOusly experIenced, before that fact became evident from the vessel's 
yielding to it'? 
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The ·WI'I'NESS. It was perfectly evident. before she yielded t.o them 
that the pressures were heavier than she had experienced before. 

Question by the COUR'I'. "Vas everything done that was possible to 
avoid the loss of the Jeannette? If not, state what was neglected to 
insure her safety. 

The 'Vrl'NEss. EYerything t.hat circumstances would permit was 
done. 

Question by tile COURT. In your opinion, could any vessel have been 
practically constructed so as to have lived tllrough tile pressure that 
t.he Jeannett.e was subjected t.o on June U and 13, 1881 (local dates)? 

Tile 'Va'NEss. The ice pressures are so different, and cannot be fore
seen, that a vessel could not be built and fully insured, so to speak, to 
go through such an ordeal snccessful,ly. For example, whatever the 
model of the ship, and however well it may be adapted to rise under 
theoretical pressnres, when it comes to practice, a tongue of ice may 
destroy her, as we frequent,ly saw such projecting tongues under water. 
The force was sufficient to crnsh any ship if held in the same position 
as the Jeannette. 

Question by the COURT. You have stated in your testimony the im
mediate cause of the destruction of the Jeannette; looking back, to what 
do yon now attribute, primarily, t.he cause of the loss of tllat vessel? 

The Wq'NESS. To the fact that she was beset in the Polar pack. 
Question by the COURT. Can you state when and where the two whaling 

vessels already mentioned iu your testimony were beset in the ice in 
the antumn of 1879; also w hen and where they were finally lost 7 

The WITNESiil. I can state only what I Ilave heard read on the sub
ject in the accounts of tile cruises of' the Corwin and the Rodgers. 

Tile court was here cleared, by request of' a member, and afterwards 
reopened, the witness being present. 

The witness then continnec[ his answer to tile pending qllestion, as 
follows: 

The whalers Mount Wollaston and Vigilant were beset in the autumn 
of 1879 to the southward of where tile Jeannette entered the pack. The 
crews stood by their ships. In the summer of 1881, I think, a sled party 
from the Oorwin learned from the natives a,t Cape Ya,ken tllat a sllip 
had been seen in the offing and had been visited. I tbink it was about 
the middle of September wilen they were beset. I know nothing defi
nitely of the position. 

Tile court was then cleared, by request of a member, amI afterwards 
reupened, the witness being present. 

Examination by the COUR'l' continued: 
Question by tile OOURT. At what time of the year do Arctic cruisers 

usually consider it necessary to ]eaye the vicinity of Wrangel Island in 
~rder to avoid being beset in the ice 1 

The WITNESS. As I llnd~rstand it, they seldom get in tile vicinity of 
Wrangel Island, but cruise off the floe edge, between Point Barrow and 
the vicinity of Herald Island. Of late years they leave the wllaling 
ground in the month of October, generally before the 10tll. 

Question by the COURT. In order to make Arctic explorations, is it or 
is it not necessary to enter the pack ice ~ If yea, sta,te the time of year 
most favorable for following a lead opening into the pack ice. 

The WITNESS. It is necessary, and is frequently done in some locali
ties; the Greenland Seas, for example. The summer season dnl'ing 
calm weather; in the middle of summer. To make explorations north
west of Herald Island it is necessary to enter the pack, for til at part of 
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the ocean is seldom free from ice. Vessels enter the pack boldly off the 
west coast of Greenland in forcing their way to the northward, because 
if they are beset they drift southward and get free. 

Question by the OOURT. Previous to the 12th of. June, 1881 (lo.cal 
date) was it at any time supposed that the necessIty for abandomng 
the ship had became imminent or advisable'~ . . 

The WI1'NESS. The necesfiity had not become Immlllent, but as to the 
advisability, that was simply a matter of)udgmen~ .. I do not think. it 
would have been advisable for an explorlllg expedItIOn to abandon Its 
ship, but for a whaler it would have been. . 

Question by the OOURT. Can you state approxImately how far to the 
southward of the Jeannette the two whalers already referred to were at 
the time they were beset in the ice? 

The WITNESS. No. 
Question by the OOURT. You have stated that tbe position of the 

Jeannette when she sank was, latitude 770 15' N., longitude 1500 6' E.; 
how were t,hese determined? . 

The WITNESS. Determined by observation by the commanding offi· 
cer. 

Question by the OOUR'l'. Had the ship's compaJly been regularly 
drilled at abondoning the vessel during the cruise~ If so, what was the 
character of that exercise 1 

The WITNESS. They were stallioned, but never drilled. 
Question by the OOURT. At the time the Jeannette entered the pack

ice, in 1879, would you, if in command, have navigated the ship differ
ently ~ If so, state what yon would have done under the circllmstances. 

The WITNESS. I should bave tried to have gotten out on the evening 
ofi September 6th. 

Question by the OOUR'l'. What would have been the prospects of 
yOUI' succeeding in getting clear of the ice at that time ~ 

The WITNESS. Good. 
Re·examination by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE: 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. You have stated that, in your 
opinion, it would not have been advisable for the crew of the Jeannette, 
an exploring vessel, to abandon the ship prior to the time that vessel 
was crushed; but for a whaler it would have been advisable. Why do 
you make this difference"? 

The court was then cleared, by request of a member, and afterwards 
reopened, the witness being present. 

The witness then answered the pending qnestion as follows: 
. Th~ WITNESS. The. missio?- of an exploring ship is to explore; and, 
III d~nng so, extraorchnary l'lsks are undertaken, and it would not be 
crechtable to abandon ship, however imminent the danger unless it 
became a necessity to do so. Time is the important element f~r whalers, 
am~ they could not a~'or~ to remain two or three years in the pack. 
ThIrty·three out of fifty· SIX whalers, therefore abandoned their ships to 
the ice Slllce 1871, as stated on the authority 'previously mentioned. 
~nd.the court.then, at 1.30 p. m., pending the further examination of 

thI~ ,ntness, adjourned to meet on Monday the 23d day of October, 
188"" at 10.30 a. m. 
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SIXTEENTH DAY. 

. NAVY DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, D. G., lJfonda.y, October 23,1882-10.30. a. m. 

The court met pursuaut. to the adjournment of Saturday. 
Present, Commodore William G. Temple, United States Navy, presi

dent; Capt. Joseph N. Miller, United States Navy, Commander Fred
erick V. McNair, United States Navy, members; and Master Samuel 
C. Lemly, United States Navy, judge·advocate. . 

The record of the proceedings of Saturday, October 21, 1882, the fif
teenth day of the inquiry, was then read and approved. 

The witness under examination, Lieut. JOliN 'IV. DANENIIOWER, then 
{lame in and continued his testimony, as follows: 

Question- by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. State fully, in narrative form, 
what provisions were made and what plans adopted for the several 
boats' crews upon their leaving the wreck. 

The WITNESS. On June 14,1881, the assortment of the provisions 
and clothing recovered from the ship was commenced, also the ontfit 
and preparation of the boats for the journey. There were five boats 
sa\Ted from the wreck, namely, the first cutter, second cntter, whale
boat, iron dinghy, and wooden dinghy. Each person had a knapsack 
and sleeping bag, of deerskin or sealskin. In most cases the sleeping 
bags were single, in others they were double. Each single bag was 
made of seal or deer skin, and was large enough for a person to slip into 
and lie at full length. The fur was inside, and the bag was covered 
with tanned sealskin, a cotton drilling on the ontside, so that the snow 
could be readily brushed off. A half blanket was allowed to each per~ 
son. For each tent there was a macintosh to cover the entire floor space, 
which was 9 feet by 6, and to be occupied by seven persons in their 
sleeping bags. There were five tents and an office tent: No.1, Captain 
De Long and six others; No.2, Lieutenant Chipp and six others; No. 
S, Lieutenant Danenhower and six others; No.4, Chief Engineer Mel
ville and five others; No.5, Dr. Ambler and five others. The office 
tent was occupied at night by a portion of No.1 party. Each tent was 
provided with a fire-pot, which contained a large copper kettle of about 
three gallons capacity, and a stewpan above it. Below it was a large 
alcohol lamp, with a circular asbestos wick about Ii ve inches in diame
ter. The mess gear, when not in use, was stowed in the big kettle, and 
consisted of a tin cup and a tin pan and spoon for each person. Each 
knapsack contained one undershirt, 011e pair drawers, 011e pair woolen 
stockings, two pairs of blanket nips, that are worn outside the stock
ings, one pair of sealskin boot.s, one spare cnp, one pair of spare gloves, 
one comforter, one wind.gnard, which was a broad piece of leather to 
be placed on the weather side of the face in case of necessity, one pair 
snow-goggles, one pipe and OIle plug of tobacco, t\VO hundred safety 
matches, and twenty-five wind matches, thread, needles, and soap at 
discretion, and twenty rounds of Remington ammunition. Another pair 
of sealskin boots was allowed to be carried in his sleeping bag; thus 
allowing each person three pairs of boots. Each person was allowed 
one snit of clothes, those he stood in, which was to be skin or other kind 
at discretion. The spare clothing was gathered together, and each per
son was allowed to make such selections as he considered improvement 
on what he possessed. The object was to leaye the poorest articles be
hind, for we could not carryall. 
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The provisions saved consisted of about 1,200 pounlls of hard bread, 
about 3,500 pounds of pemmican in .canisters of 45 pounds each, a la~ge 
quantity of tea, a small quantity of sugar and cofiee, ~ large quantIty 
of LiebiO"'s extract of beef some canned turkey and chIcken, a few cans 
of ham, tongues, and pigs,'feet, a large quantity of c,h?colate, and a large 
quantity of alcohol for fuel. On June 14 ~he proviSIOns w.ere assorted, 
the bread 8uO"ar tea and cofi'8e stowed m bags, some of them black 

, '"'" , k I h' ship's bags and others made from O1I-s in c ot mg. . 
The five provision sleds were then stowed as follows: A tIer of alcohol 

cans in the middle with a tier of pemmican tins on either' side, with 
thin planks interv~ning to prevent crushing the alcohol cans .. ~his 
lower tier was firmly lashed, and bags of bread and other proYlslOns 
placed on top and also firmly lashed. The sleds, wheu loa?ed complete, 
weighed about as follows: No.1 sled, a ship-made sled, WIth heavy oak 
runners, was about 1,500 pouuds ; No. 2, 1,~00; .N o. 3, 1,.2?0 ; No.4, 
1,300; and No.5, 1,300. A considerable qlUJl1tIty of the provISIOns could 
not be stowed on the sleds, and it was arranged to transport thPlll, and 
also the medical stores, by means of two St. Michael's sleds and dogs, 
we having twenty-three dogs remaining. '1'he camp equipages of No.1 
and No.4 parties were stowed in the first eutter, that of No.2 in the 
second cutter, and that of Nos. 3 and 5 in the whale-boat. Each boat 
was mounted on a ship-made sled, and the total weight of the sled and 
boat, .with complete outfit, was about as follow-s: First cutter, 3,OO() 
pounds; second cutter, 2,200; whale-boat, 2,500. The outfit ofthe whale
boat, which was made under my direction, was as follows: One set of 
four oars, one mast and lug' sail, one rudder and yoke, two boat-hooks, 
two boarding pikes, and two RImtll paddl('s with ice-chisels on the end 
(the object of the boarding pikes waR to push drift ice from the boats, 
and of the paddles to paddle tile boat across leads without getting out 
the oars from uuder the bOftt cover), one cotton cannlS boat· coyer, one 
long manila painter, one small hemp luff tackle, one supply box, con
taining marlin-spike, palm and needle, sail twine, and cotton twine, flint 
and steel and tillder box, also matches in tin boxes, and three candles, 
a can of tallow, two can-openers, fish-hooks and lines, forty rounds of 
ammunition, Olle saw and one hatchet, sheet lead and copper tacks. 
We also had some spare caJwas and spare rope, some of the light rnn
ning rigging of the ship that had been saved; two Remington rifles, 
.45 gauge, were aRsignecl to the whale-boat, aIlll Mr. Newcomb, of that 
boat, was allowed to carry his shotgun, witIt from twenty-five to fifty 
round~ of a~1BlllnitioIl. The steering oar, the anchor, and the grapnel 
were mtelltlOnally left behind on account of their weight. The firs;t 
and second cutters were fitted out in about the same way as the whale
boat. 
, Th~ court then, at. 12 Ill., took a recess until 12.30 p. m., at which 

tI:ne It reconvened, ~ith all the members, the judge-advocate, and the 
WItness under eX)1lllmation present. 

The witness then cOJJtinued his answer to the pendinO" question as 
follows: 10> , 

The whale-boat "as furnished with one prismatic compass and a 
pocket chronometer. The second cutter had the same and a Bowditch 
Navigator; the first cutter a sextant and artificial horizon a box chro
nometer, a pocket chronometer, a comparinO' watch a Nautical Almanac 
f~r 1881, a Lnnar ~i,stance, a Bowditc? tabl% of log~rithms, and a pair of 
~moculars; Mr. ChlPP also had a pnvate pair of binoculars. At that 
tune there w~re no charts, but,a copy of the captain's chart was subse
quently fl~rmsbed .t? Mr. MelvIllt', and I made a chart in order to keep 
the run of onr POSlt,JOIlS OIl the retreat. 
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The witness here submitted the chart made by him to the court, and 
a correct copy thereof is appended to the record, marked HZ. The wit
ness tllen continued his testimony as follows: 

The first cutter was a clinker-built, square-sternecl boat, 20 feet 4 
inches in length, 6 feet greatest beam; depth from top of g'unwale to 
top of keel, 2 feet 2 inches. She had an inner lining and was fitted with 
one mast and a shifting lug-sail. The boat was double banked, and 
pulled eight oars. She was fitted with a heavy keel-piece of oak, t() 
strengthen her in hauling out upon the ice, and lannching. 

The second cutter was a clinker-built, square-sterned boat; leugth 
16 feet 3 inches, extreme breadth 5 feet 1 inch; depth from top of gun
wale to top of keel,2 feet. She was fitted with one mast and shifting 
lug-sail and with a heavy oak keel-piece. I think she was double banked 
and fitted with six oars, though four were generally pulled. 

The whale-boat was cliuker-built, 25 feet 4 inches in extreme length, 
5 feet 6 inches beam, and 2 feet 2 inches in depth from top of gunwale 
to top of keel. She had one mast and a shifting lug-sail, was single 
banked and fitted for five oars. She had an oaken keel-piece also. The 
boats were Ruglish built, and purchased with the ship. 

From J Ulle 14 until the 18th preparations wel'e made for the jour
ney. The proYision sleds were overhauled, relashed, and provisions 
stowed upon them. The boat sleds were refitted, relashed, and boats 
mounted and equipped. The clothing of the men was put in good order, 
the sleeping bags oyerhauled and refitted, and a lot of spare foot nips 
made. During this time the party lived on the canned goods that 
weye llOt intended for the journey. A delay was also made on account 
of the sick men. On the evening of the 17th the commanding officer 
read to all hands the programme for the retreat, which was to commence 
on the following day at 6 p. ill. All hands to be called at 4.30 p. m.; 
breakfast to be cooked, camp to be struck and work to commence at 6-
p. ill; halt at midnight for one half hour for dinner; halt at 6 a. m. for 
supper and sleep; pipe down generally at 9 a. m. This was done in 
order to save the eyes of the party from the glare of the noonday snll. 
The plan of ~o\ing the sleds forward was also stated, but subject to 
such modifications as the commanding officer should find necessary. '1'11e 
diet scale was also established, as follow:,;: Breakfast, per man: Fonr 
ounces of pemmican, one ounce of ham, one-fourth pounel bread, two 
ounces of coffee, two-thirds of an ounce of sngar_ Dinner: Eight oUI:ces 
pemmican, one ounce Liebig's extract, half an ounce of tea, two-tlnrds 
of an OUllce of sugar. Supper: Four OUllces of pemmican, one ounce 
.tongue, half an ounce of tea, two-thirds of an ounce of sugar, quarter of 
a pound of bread, one onnce of lime-juice, a large quantity of that 
article having been sayed. This diet Rcale waR modified, the ham and 
tongue not being RefYed out, and a smaller quantity of tea being ser~'ed. 
The lime-juice was taken after breakfast, all hauds being mustered, 
each tent ill its turn, for that purpose. . 

A cook for each tent was to be detailed for each week; an asslsta,nt 
appointed, whose dut,Y it was to get snow from the highest .h~lI11m~cks 
for melting purposes for water, and also to draw the prOVISIOns fr?m 
the yeoman, they being generally seryed out at each meal. A ratIOn 
of alcohol was also sen-ed out at the same time with the provisions~ 
one pint for each tent, for fuel. This was sufficient to cook the tea or 
coffee and the beef tea. 

And the court then, at 1.25 p. m., pending the further examination 
of this witn~ss, adjourned to meet to-morrow, the 24th tillY of October ~ 
1882, at 10.30 a. m. 
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SEVENTEENTH DAY. 

NAVY DEPARTMENT; 
Washington, D. G., Tuesday, October 24, 1882-10.30 a. m. 

The court met pursuant to the adjournment ~f yesterday. . 
Present Commodore William G. Temple, Ulllted States Navy, pres· 

ident; Capt. Joseph N. Miller, United States Navy, Commander Fred· 
erick V. McNair, United States Navy, members; and Master Samuel 
O. Lernly, United States Navy, judge·advocate. 

The record of the proceedings of yesterday, Monday, October 23,1882, 
the sixteenth day of the inquiry, was then read and approved. 

The witness under examination, Lieut. JOHN.W. DAN~NHOW~R, then 
eame in and continued his answer to the pendmg questIOn, whIch was 
repeated by the judge·advocate as follows: 

Question by the JUDGE·ADVOCATE. State fully, in narrative form, 
what provisions were made and what plans ,adopted for the several 
boats' crews upon their leaving the wreck ~ 

The WITNESS. The course stated in the captain's order was south 170 

east, magnetic, which was south (true), there being 170 of easterly 
variatIOn. 

Mr. Dunbar, the ice pilot, WilS detailed to go ahead, select a road, 
and plant black flags to show the line of march; and the proposed arrange· 
ment was to advance the boats and provision sleds by short stages, and 
as many of them at a time as practicable. 

The court was then cleared, by request of a member, and afterwards 
reopened, the witness being present. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCA'I'E. Was there a detail made of offi
cers and men to the various boats before commencing the retreat? 

The Wrl'NEss. There was a detail made in September, 1879, as pre· 
viously stated, and the final detail was made at Bennett Island, August 
6,lSSl. 

(~l1estion by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. What disposition was made of 
the men's knapsacks and personal accoutrements on the retreat~ 

The WITNESS. They were stowed in the boats. 
Question by the JUDGE·ADVOCA'£E. Were the provisions saved from 

the wreck and provided for the retreat all that it was possible to 
trausport ~ 

The WI'l'NESS. Yes; and some had to be left behind to prevent 
encumbering the party too much. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. You have stated that five boats 
w.ere saved from the wreck, namely, two cutters, a whale-boat, and two 
dmghys, and that three only, the cutters and whale boat, were equipped 
for the retreat. What became of the remaining boats'~ 

The WI!NESS. The ir~ll di~ghy was left at the first camp, and the 
wooden dlllg·h.y was ca~ned WIth the party for quick use in picking up 
seals or carrymg out hnes in warping across leads. She was carried 
on a small McClintock sled, dragged by dogs, and was eventually cut 
up for fuel. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. You have stated that the boats 
were all clinker· built. Is this deemed the best description of boat for 
Arctic service, and why ~ 

.The WI;rNESS. Yes; on account of their lightness. They were all 
{;lmker-bmlt and copper fastened, except the iron dinghy. 

Question by the JUDGE·ADVOCATE. You have stated that on the dar 
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before the ship went down it was proposed to the captain to lower 
the second whale-boat, and that he replied t.o the effect that the boaLs 
already down were sufficient; did subsequent experience prove this to 
be the case? 

The WITNESS. The stowage capacity .of the boats was sufficient for 
the thirty-three people and their effects. The boats had to be crowded, 
and when we reached the coast water, fourteen persons were in the 
finlt cutter, eleven in the whale-boat, and eight in the second cutter. 
While traveling over the ice the secollcl cutter was considered the 
favorite boat and fully adapted to the service she was illtended to per
form. She was short and handy, and was not subjected to the racking 
strains and heavy thumps that the other boats got. The captain evi
dently meant that all the boats the party could carry were 011 the ice; 
and that it was not necessary to take more risk and trouble ill lowering 
the second whale· boat after the ship had been abandoned. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. If it had been decided to use the 
second whale-boat on the retreat, would there have been sufficient force' 
to transport t,his additional boat, with her necessary equipment ~ 

The WITNESS. I think n.ot, as an additional boat. 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCA'l.'E. Was anyone of the boats used 

considered deficient in strength or as a sea-boat; and, if yea, which .of 
them '? 

The WITNESS. There was no boat, at the time of commencing the 
retreat, that was considered deficient in strength or badly adapted to 
what was expected of it, except the whale-b.oat, she being l.ong, and 
necessarily subjected to rongh usage in transporting over humm.ocks. 
She had her garb.oards stove, and all her fastenings were loose, and was 
unfit t.o put in the water when we reached Bennett Island, where she 
was overhauled and repaired by Carpenter Sweetman. 

And the court then, at 13.15 p. m., took a recess until 12.35 p. Ill., at 
which time it rec.onvened, with all the members, the judge-advocate, and 
the witness under examination present. 

The witness then made the following statement in relation t.o the last 
question: When the boats were fitted out it was with the expectatitlln of 
a protracted journey oyer the ice and through the leads, but not through 
a belt of 100 miles of coast water. 

Examination by the COURT: 
Question by the COURT. Was there a lJoat-sledge already comtructed 

at the time of the wreck for the transportation of the sec.ond whale-boat, 
if it had been desired to lllake use of her in the retreat ~ 

The WI'l'NESS. 1 think there was, though I am not positive. She 
was fitted out like the other hoats and her gear was all marked "Second 
whale-boat" and kept ill readiness. 

Question by the COURT. If there was no such boat-sledge already 
constructed at that time, coulu OIle haye been prepared after the wreck 1 

The WITNESS. No; but the ship-made proYisi.on sled could have been 
subs-tituted, as it was built like the .other boat-sleds. There was no 
material saved which was suitable for making- another boat· sled. 

Question by the COURT. If the provision sledge had been used for 
the second whale·boat, h.oW would the provisions have been transported ¥ 

'I.'he WITNESS. On the other provision sleels and by means of the St. 
Michael's dog-sled. The same amount of provisions could not haye 
been carried in the same time. 

Question bv the COURT. After the preparations f.or the retreat by 
sledges had been c.ompleted, for what length of time was it estimated 
that the fuel, proYisions, and stores would last'? 
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The WITNESS. I ~nderstood tbat the sleds were to carry sixty days' 
provisions, including alcobol for fuel, and a large. surplus was to be 
brought forward by the dog teams. More than eIghty-five days pro
visions were thus actually transported. 

Question by tbe OOUR1'. Were any provisions or stores overlooked 
and left in the sbip whicb, on fitting o~t tbe sl~dg~s for the retreat, 
were deemed important for the safety of the partIes ~ 

The WI'l'NESS. I think not. 
Question by the OOURT. "Vas it your ?pinion, at the time, that the 

plans adopted upon leaving the wreck to lllsure tbe safety ?fthe J eau
nette's crew were as efficient as cir6umstance,;; would permIt ¥ If nay, 
state in what particulars the plans were insufficient, with your reasons 
for so thinking. . . 

The WITNESS. In my judgment, at the tIme, too J?-uCb. was' carrIed, 
both in provisions and clothing. I thought, at the tllJ?e, It was best ~o 
reduce everything to a minimum of weight; to carry SIxty da:rs'. prOVIS
ions, and strike due south as ntpidly as possible for the ASIatIC coast 
waters. / 

Question by the OauR,T. "Vith the exception already stated, was it 
your opinion, at the time, that the plans adapted to insure tbe safety 
of the Jeannette's crew were adequate ~ 

Tbe WITNESS. No; each boat should ha\"e been provided for the case 
of separation ill the way of compass, sextant, almanac, and logarithm 
tables. 

Qnestion by the OOURT. vYere the art,jeles just named in the Jean
nette? If so, was their absence inad vertent or intentional ~ 

Tbe WITNESS. The articles were in the Jeannette, and in October, 1879, 
a box was fitted out for each boat, to cont.ain a full set of everything 
tbat was required for navigation. This was done, with a list of the 
articles specified by the captain. The boxes and the boat compasses 
were stowed:in the starboard chart-room, ready for immediate use. I' 
do not know that the articles were intentionally left in the ship on that 
aft~,rnoon of June 12. The prismatic compasses were always kept hang
ing in the chart-room ready for immediate use, and were taken on that 
day. 

Question by the COURT. How did the pro\,isions actually taken hold 
out~ 

The WITNESS. They held out for more than eighty-five days OIl the 
ration6stablished, and at times the pemmican ration was increased to 
1~ pounds per day after the bread supply had given out.. 

Questi?n by the OOUR'I.'. After the sinking of the ship, and when the 
preparatIOns had been comp1eted, what weight was it estimated t,hat 
each man would have to drag'? 

The WI'l'NESS. A close estimate was not, to my knowledge, made, and 
would not have been of practical value; but after the provision sleds 
were loaded, it was found (excepting one or two cases) that they could 
not be advanced over the rough ice by their special crews alone. No.3 
sled had been used on the trip to Henrietta Island and was considered 
the weakest and load~d with about 1,200 pounds. It could be managed 
by seven men. A weIght of 240 pounds per man is the estimate in Arc
tic traveling when t~e ice is not very rough. In our experience the ice 
~as also. covered WIth sn?w, and the entire force had to be employed 
III draggllig each boat untIl the snow disappeared. 
An~ the cou~t then, at 1.30 p. m., pending the furtber examination of 

tbIS WItness, adjourned to meet to-morrow, the 2:jth day of October, 1882, 
at 10.30 a. m. 
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EIGHTEENTH DAY. 

NAVY DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, D.O., Wednesday, October 25, 1882-10.30 a. m. 

The court met pursuant to the adjournment of yesterday. 
Present, Commodore William G. Temple, United States Navy, presi· 

dent; Capt. Joseph N. Miller, United States Navy, Commander Fred· 
erick V. McNair, United States Navy, members; and Master Samuel C. 
Lemly, United States Navy judge-advocate. 

T,IHt record of the proceedings of yesterday, Tuesday, October 24,1882, 
the seventeenth day of the inqniry, was then read and approved. 

The court was then cleared by request of the judge-advocate, and 
afterwards reopened. 

J~ieut. JOHN W. DANENHOWER, the witness under examination, then 
came in and his examination by the court continued as follows: 

Question by the COURT. At the time the Jeannette was abandoned, 
what boats would you have fitted out for the retreat, had you been in 
command '~ 

The WI'l'NESS. The first cutter and the two whale-boats. 
Question by the COURT. Why would you have chosen these boats 

in preference to the ones fitted '~ 
The WITNESS. I considered the second whale-boat a better and more 

seaworthy boat than the second cutter. 
Qnestion by the COURT. Had the second whale-boat as much carry

ing capacits as the second cutter '? 
The \Vl'I'NESS. Yes, more; she was the counterpart of the first whale

boat. 
Question by the COURT. Did you express to the commanding officer 

your opinion that it would be better to lighten the sledge loads '? 
The WITNESS. No. 
Qnestion by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Which of the two boats, the 

second cutter or the second whale-boat, was the more readily transported 
over the ice. 

The WITNESS. The second cutter. 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Was not this an important desid

eratum in the,selection of boats for the retreat~ 
The WITNESS. It was a very important consideration. 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOOA'l'E. Was not the whale-boat, on ac

count of its greater lengtb, much more liable to be injured in transport-
ing than the cutter ~ , 

The WITNESS. It was much more liable and was much more injured. 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Considering everything, then, the 

greater difficulty of transportiug the whale-boat and its liability to be 
more seriously damaged, do 'you not think that the selection of the lighter 
boat was a wise measure ~ 

The WITNESS. I do not think so. 
Question by tile JUDGE-ADYOOATE. Give a full and detailed narra· 

tive of the retreat after the loss of the vessel. 
The WITNESS. On June 18 the order was given for the camp to turn 

in at noon, in order to rest and sleep before the work that was to con
tinue all night. All hands were called at 4.30 p. m. Oamp struck and 
the march commenced at 6 p. m. The drag-rope of the fir:,;t cutter was 
manned by most of the. working party under charge of Mr. Melville; 
each person had been provided with a harness which consisted of a 
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broad canvas band that crossed one shoulder diagonally, and to it was 
attached a lanyard with a button at the end or a diamond kll(?t. About 
twelve of the party hitched to the drag-rope, and about eIght to the 
thwarts on either side of the boat to lift bel' oycr rough ice and keep 
bel' from capsizing. I was at the starboard quarter, Dr. Ambler at the 
port quarter, and Mr. Collitls at the stern pushing her along. We arl
vanced slowly and steadily; tbe snow was more than knee-deep, and 
often bad to be shoveled out from nnder the bow in crossing hollows 
where the boat would get stuck. She was advanced about a mile, and 
then the party turned back, taking up the other boats and sleds. In 
the mean time, Mr. Chipp, Seamen Kuchne, the Indian Alexy, with 
dogs were to advance the hospital sled. Just before reaching the 
stopping-place with the first cutter, Machinist Walter Lee fell down 
witb cramps in his legs, and on our return to the camp a call was made 
for the doctor, that Mr.Cbipp bad fainted. The dogs not, having proved 
useful in dragging the sleds on rough ice, Mr. OLipp Lad overexerted 
himself in lifting. The captain, in the mean time, with a few men, had 
moved forward No.1 sled and the whale-boat. The latter was launched 
in a crack about 15 yards wide, and in hauling out, the after beam of 
the sled was broken. No.1 sled was stuck in the snow, and in bauling 
her out, the starboard runner turned inward. By this time the work· 
ing party had got back, and then advanced the second cutter and 
the other sleds. Anice movement had taken place and broken up the 
first road that we went over. When the drag-rope of the first cutter 
was manned, it was witb three cheers and enthusiasm, being homeward 
bound. About 6 a. m. on the 19th we eamped ahreast the second cut
ter and most of the sleds, about half a mile from the first camp; the 
first cutter behlg about half a mile in ad vance, and a portion of the 
goods being in the first camp. On the night of the 19th we went to 
work repairing sleds and bringing up the remaining goods to the second 
camp, to the second (mtter. It being found that the weights on the sleds 
were too heavy for the :,;tate of the ice Oil the roads, they were lightened 
by removing the goods from aQove the tier of pemmican and alcohol. 
The smallest McClintock sled was rejected as a provision sled and after
wards used for transporting the wooden dinghy. vVe then had four 
provision sleds and three boats on sleds, which were to be advanced 
by the main working force; the remaining goods were to be advanced 
by the two St. Michael's sleds, each with a detail of two men aud a 
team of dogs; the dinghy to be ad\'anced by the rl)a.d-makers and a 
team of dogs. It was to carry also pick-axes, Shovels, and some light 
lines. The line of march was resumed on the 20th, and the whole camp
equipage carried to the position of the first cutter, which was a mile 
and a half from the first camp, instead of a mile, as stated a few mo
ments ago, from memory alone, but by reference to notes made at the 
time I see that it was a mile and a ha.lf. ,Vhile the snow lasted the 
party w~s ab,le to advance one piece at a time, and thus had to make 
sev~n tnps WIth the loads and six empty-handed, 'l'he progress made 
durmg the first week was from one-half to one mile a day. Durin 0' that 
time it raill~d several times, the snow began to melt. and form °large 
pools on the ICe. The wind was from the southward and eastward and 
light. We judged that the ice was drifting to the northward and ~est
ward at times. The regular routine was carried out. In the second 
camp, just before starting, the calltain called me to his tent and ordered 
me to go with the hospital sled. The custom at that time was to load 
11p a St. Michael's sled with the medical stores and a tent advance the 
first stage, pitch the tent for the sick, 11.nd then the dog ded continued 
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its regular work until another advance of the hospital tent was neces
sary. At this time, Mr. Chipp, Coal·heaver Lauterbach, and Indian 
Alexy were the sick. About July 17 Lauterbach and Alexy were reo 
turned to duty, and a change was made in the programme, by which 
tents in the first camp were left standing until the first fleet was made. 
They were then struck and brought forward by the dog teams. This 
was done to lighten the boats, the tents and camp stores having been 
stowed in them at first, and afterward carried by the dog sled. At all meals 
the cook or other detailed men in each tent divided the food out, equally 
serving it. The traveling improyed some about July 4, and about 2 miles 
by the road was made during the day. On the 6th there was a great 
movement of ice, and traveling became very bad. On the 7th a number 
of gulls and seals were Heen. On the 8th a snow· storm oecurred, and 
on the 9th the ice was open and much brokeu in places. A great deal 
of time was lost in crossing leads, ferrying on pieces of ice; there were 
no leads going to the southward. On the 11th land was seen to the 
southward and westward. We sounded in 23 fathoms, and. there was 
a slight drift to the northward. On the 13th of July the captain an
nounced that we had made 27 miles to south by east during the past 
week, against 13 during the previous one. This was· b;y observation, 
and during that time there was some drift to the southward. The ice 
on this day was loose and sh fting. 

And the court then, at 12.20 p. m., took a recess until 12.40 p. m., at 
which time it reconyened, with all the members, the judge·advocate, 
and the witness present. 

The wituess then continued his answer to the pending question, as 
follows: 

The course had been south, true, until June 30, when it was changed 
to south·southwest, true. On July 16 the land bore southwest by west 
one·half west (magnetic), and the course was directed to it. Mr. Col· 
lins killed a seal that day, and it furnished a meal for the Whole party. 
On July 17 he killed a seal, and Mr. Newcomb shot a sea hen. Walrus 
were also seen, and more birds were seen than usual. The party ad· 
vanced toward the island as rapidly as possible, and at that time it was 
enabled to move more rapidly, advancing two pieces at a time. By a 
piece I mean either a provision sled or a boat. This necessitated going 
over the road four times with loads, and three times erupty·banded. 
On July 24 soundings were taken in 20~ fathoms, and the drift was 
toward the middle of the island, which extended from north-northwest 
l magnetic."" J It was from 6 to 8 miles distant, and from 400 to 500 feet in 
height. Wild geese were seen on that day. On tbe 25tb Mr. Collins 
killed two seals and got one, and Seaman Gortz killed a bear. On the 
26th our camp was between two points of the island which bore east 
and west, magnetic, from each other. We were between the Southeast 
Cape and tbe south point of the island, and about 2 miles from tbe land. 
The weather was cloudy and misty, gentle breeze from eastward, and 
numerons birds in sight. During the night of the 27th the wind shifted 
to tbe northward and blew in fresh squalls, accompanied by rain, ice 
drifting along the land. Called at 8 p. m., and the word was passed 
that we would not move until after meridian. Remained all day in 
camp. Weather cleared during the afternoon, and considerable open 
water seen; fresh northeast breeze. Thursday, Jnly 28, foggy, with fresh 
squalls of wind; ice drifting; wind moderated after meridian. At 7 p. 
m. weather cleared, and land was plainly visible. Shifted to an im· 

• Correction hy wit.ness. 
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mense floe piece, and advanced 1~ miles landward ,toward an inlet 
marked by a castellated mountain about 1t200 fe~t hIgh. Camped at 
11 p. m., Friday, July 29. Overcast and mIsty, w~th fresh breeze from 
northeast. Called at 6 a. m., and advanced; bIrds very numerous; 
crossed large floe and encamped for dinner at noon. Started at 1 p. 
m.; ice in rapid ~otion, drifting to southwest. At 2. p. n;t. a mountain 
suddenly appeared, towering above t~e fog. I t~mk It, bore about 
west. The party moved over rough ICe that was m motIOn, and got 
everything on a floe piece on the side nearest the land. T,his fioe pieoe 
was moving to the southward and westward, and when It str~ck the 
grounded ice near the island the whole party made a rally and Jumped 
the sleds and boats upon the grounded ice, and the floe piece imme
diately drifted away. After two hours' work the party got the sleds 
and boats to SOl;l1e flat pieces that were inside of the outer line of 
grounded pieces, and camped for supper. This was at, the foot of the 
island. The land was so steep as not to afford a campmg place. The 
tents were pitched on several different pieces, some of which rose and 
fell with the tide. The greatast rise and fall ofthe tide here, as afterward 
determined by a series of regular tidal observations, which commenced 
July 30, was about 3 feet. The moon was in its first quarter August 
4, so the observations were made about the time of change of the moon. 
About 7 p. m. the day we landed the captain visited the island with all 
hands, hoisted the American ensign, and took possession in the name 
of the President of the United States, calling it Bennett Island, and 
telling Mr. Chipp to give the party all the liberty they wished on Amer
ican soil. The next da:y parties were sent out to get birds, large quan
tities of which were obtained and distributed equally among the tents. 

On July 31 Mr. Dunbar and the two Indians were sent out to explore 
the southeast face of the island. Divine service was also held. On 
August 1, Mr. Chipp with a party in the second cutter started out on a 
three days' trip, to explore the south western face of the island. On 
August 2, Mr. Dunbar and the Indians returned, ha'~ing gone from 12 
to 15 miles along the southea:;;t face of the island. They found birds 
and drift-wood plenty in a few places, and Mr. Dunbar established a 
cairn on the southeast face of the island on August 5. The weather was 
very foggy, misty, and raw, and the ice to the eastward and southward 
of the island was in rapid motion most of the time. The movement 
seemed to depend on the ebb and flow of the tide. A considerable num
ber of the party were sick with bad diarrhea from eating birds. 

On August 5, the whale-boat was repaired by refastening and pour
i~g gre~se insid,e along her keel for the leaks to take up the grease and 
dlr,t. Some white lead was a;lso used both in patching the boat and 
fillIng the seams. The repaus were made by Carpenter Sweetman, 
Bartlett, and Leach. Twelve dogs were shot on that day they being 
In a crippled condition, and not fit to be usefully employed: The dogs 
bad been allowed one pound of pemmican per day per dog for food. 
They were buried in the water. " 
~nd, the court, then, at lAO p. m., pending the further examination of 

thIS WItness, adjourned to meet to-morrow, the 25th day of October, 
10.30 a. ru. 
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NINETEENTH DAY. 

NAVY DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, D. G., Thursday, October 25, 1882-10.30 a. m. 

The court met pursuant to the adjolll'nment of yesterday. 
Present, Commodore William G. Temple, United States Navy, presi

dent; Oapt. Joseph N. Miller, United States Navy, Commander Fred
erick V. McNair, United States Navy, members; and Master Samuel C. 
Lemly, United States Navy, judge-advocate. 

The record of the proceedings of yesterday, vVednesday, October 25, 
1882, the eighteenth day of the inquiry, was then read, and, after cor
recting several clerical errors, approved. 

The court then, at 11 a. m., having to vacate the court-room for the 
use of the Naval Examining- Board, t,ook a recess until 1 p. m., at which 
time it reconvened, wi th all the mem bel'S and the judge-ad vocate present. 

Lieut. J. W. DANENHOWER, the witness under examination, then 
came in and continued his answer to the pending question, which was 
repeated by the judge-advocate, as follows: 

Give a full and detailed narrative of the retreat, after the loss of the 
vessel. 

The WITNESS. On the morning of August 6, we left Bennett Island, 
embarking in the boats, crossing a wide lead, and about noon hauled 
up on some ice for dinner. Just before embarking, the executive of
ficer, Lieutenant Ohipp, gave me the captain's order to go in the whale
boat as a passenger, and he told me further that I was so detailed to 
assist in emergencies, if necessary_ Ohief Engineer Melville was trans
ferred from the captain's boat, and placed in charge of the whale-boat, 
and Dr. Ambler was transferred to the captain's boat. During the after
noon the boats and stores had to be transported across a large floe piece. 

On Augnst 7 the provision sleds were abandoned and all the provis
ions stowed in the boats. The provision sled Walr~ls ,\vas retained, be
cause it would answer for a boat sled, if needed. On this day the crew 
was rearranged in messes, thirteen men in the first cutter forming two 
messes, and ten men in the.whale-boat and ten in the second cutter 
each forming one mess. We ad ,'anced that day through leads, and had 
a great deal of trouble with the dogs, as they wished to jump out and 
run away on the ice. 

On the 8th of August, which was my first opportunity, I spoke to the 
captain and again asked to be put on duty, but he stated that, as long 
as the surgeon recommended, I should be kept on the sick-list. On the 
9th all but two of the dogs jumped and ran away. 

On the 10th we made about 15 miles to the southward and westward, 
and Mr. Collins killed two seals. On the 11th Dr. Ambler promised to 
discharge me from the sick-list, when clear of the ice. He stated that 
he feared one or two days of sunshine would injure my eyes very much 
while in the ice. The doctor did llot fully promise to discharge me, but 
stated that I might hope to be discharged as soon as we were clear of 
the ice. From that time until the 1Uth the boats were working through 
leads, sometimes to the southwest, sometimes to the southeast, and some
times northeast. It was often necessary to haul out and cross floe 
pieces several times a day. The boats were dragge<.l across on the 
oaken keel pieces already referred to, and the provisions and baggage 
were carried on the backs of the part.Y. rrhe extent of the floe pieces 
was various, and from 200 yards to 1,000 yarcIs in width across. Con-

H. Ex. 108--4 
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l3iderable game was seen, walrus and seal, of which one spectes was 
very numerous, especially Thong seal, commonly ca!led the "Orgook.,r 
Birds were numerous. On the 19th of August the lCe was very slack, 
and was of a different character from what we had just left. It was not 
as thick and the snrface was smoother, not being thrown up in hum· 
mocks. ' Long lanes of water were seen in aU (lirections, a~d a hravy 
water·sky to the southeast. About 11.30 p. m. the eaptalll ordered 
the boats to stop and fiB up everything witl~ snow fr?m the, highest 
pieces of ice that conld be found. It was eVIdently WIth the expecta· 
tion of reachirl'" open water very soon. The boats theu stood to the 
southward and ~v(-'stward under sail, and ahout 12.30 p. m. the ice sud· 
denly came together aud nipped the second cntter, she being the last 
boat of the three. The fir~t cutter usually led, and "as followed by the' 
whale· boat and secollCl cutter. In a number of iJl~tances predous to 
that day the second cutter had barely escaped such an a(~cident. .A. 
hole was stoye in bel' bow, ",Lich was temporarily repaired, alld she was 
transported over the ice about a ha.If a mile, whel'e the other two hoats 
were awaiting Ler. The t.hree got under way, and stood on until about 
6 p. m., when it was found impracticable to proeeed further, as the ice 
had closed in by a shift of willd which occurred a few 1I0urs before. .A. 
piece large enough for the camp was fOllnd, and the party went iuto camp. 

On the 20tu, broke up the sleds for fuel, auel di vided the st.ores among 
the three boats. The last bread was consumed the day before. 

On the 21st three of the men were yerv sick. About this time land 
was in sigbt bearing from south to w~st'llOl'thwest (true), aud esti· 
mated to be 20 miles distant. The ice in the vicinity of the camp 
was very much broken, so that a boat could not be transported o,'er it 
or naYigated in the water. Soundings ill 8 fathoms were taken, with 
rock and sand bottom. The drift of the pack was very slight to the 
southward. On the 23d the ration was redueed to Ii pounds of pem· 
mican per man. Nindemann killed a small seal on that day. On the 
24th we were in & fathoms, with muddy bottom. SeYeral seals were killed 
on the following day, and OIl the 29th we left the ,. Ten Day" camp, as 
it was called, because we were detained there ten days, g'ot uncleI' way 
at about 2 p. m., and at dark lwuled upon a drifting ice floe. We were 
now out of the region of the midllight snn at that time of the year, aud 
had from six to eight hours of dal'klless. SOUlHled iu (j fathoms, UllHldy' 
bottom. ~n the ten·day camp the weatLer was generally foggy, but laud 
was occaslOnall.v seen. On the night of the 29th the ice drifted rapidly 
to the southward down the strait between l:\ew Siberia and Fadejowski 
IslalJ(l. 

On the 30th there was a headland bearing west by south (trne), and 
la11<l coulll be se.en a~ fa~ a~ west· north west (true). No laud to the easL· 
ward, ant! very lLttle lCe mSlght. We embarked at 4 a. m., pulled arolllld 
theLeacllaud and coasted tlle isla'wl until auont 4 p. m. whell we eJfected 
a landing with sO,me diffieulty, owillg to tite sll,lIlow ,~atel', alld cHlII}led 
?u the ;tIOSSY 1Ilama\.wve the lwadl. Large pal'ties ,,'el'e :>ent out hUllt· 
mg. :N Ulllt'l'OU~ deer tracks were i'eelJ <llIll all uld de~ertl'tl hnt. was 
found. Hllmal,l footprillts were al~o n~l:()rtl'd, ulHde by a ciyilizetllloot. 
The lIext 1l10I'l1l1lg' we got under Wily at (j a. m., Ulal tried to hllld allOut 
7 p. m., but ~lte \Yater was too <iL,dlow, allll we slood oif to the ~omh· 
southwe~t, \\,ltl~ it shoal under Ou!' lee. Passed ,1' yt'ry rougll uiglit, 
there uel~lg a fresh easterly breeze, alld tlie boats cOllstulltly gettillg 
agroullCl III the shallow water. About. midllight we <itood otl' 011 the 
port tack to the southward aUll eastward, alld at daylight, on Septem. 
ber 1, the secoud cutter was not in sight. The first cutter and whale. 
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boat parties camped on a small piece of ice to await tbe second cutter 
to come up. A few minutes later the captain's tent was wasbed out by 
a sea breaking over tbe ice, and we again manned our boats. At tbat 
moment we sigbted tbe secund cutter, and when she came np Mr.Ohipp' 
reported that ever~'thing was all right, bllt they had had a very rough 
nigbt. The three boats then stood to the southward, and about 1 p. m. 
came to a large water-hole, across which we were not able to see the ice 
on the other side. The wind was about northeast, blowing with a force 
of from 4 to 5. We stood across the water space, and the whale-boat 
was nearly swamped. When we reached the ice on the oppmdte side I 
judged that the water space was about 4 miles wide. The first cutter 
rounded to, and got a sounding; she then stood in tbe leads between the 
ice, and the whale-boat followed. 'I'he second cutter was out of sight 
astt'rn. About an hour later the first cutter and whale-boat parties 
went into camp, and had supper. Remained in camp September 2; fresh 
breeze and beavy squalls from the southwarlt and eastward, ice driftillg 
to the nort.hwest and packing. Sounded in 10~ fathoms at noon, alld at 
2 p. m. in 7 fathoms, and laud was reported, and about 6 p. m. a black 
flag was hoisted on a boat's mast as a signal for tbe second cutter. On 
September 3, the weather was overcast and misty, and there was a light 
breeze from tbe eastward. The ice was closel,Y packed against the laud, 
which was in sight at times to the westward. Sounded in :.!2 feet of 
water at noon. No drift observed. 

At 5 p. m. a boat sail was sighted to tbe northward and westward, 
and tbe second cutter was seen approaching the broken ice auout 1~ 
miles distant. Mr. Ohipp and Seaman Kuehne were next seen coming 
on the ice to our camp. They first went to the captain's tent and then 
came to our tent, and told us tbeir experience. Mr. Ohip}) said tLat 
on the afternoon of the 1st September, in crossing the water space, his 
boat made very bad weather, and he bad to baul up on a piece of 
drifting ice. The party were so benumued and exhausted that Seaman 
Edward Starr was the only man who was able to jump out of the boat 
and haul ber up by the painter wben they reached the lee side of the" 
ice. Some of the party bad to be lifted out of tbe boat. They re
mained on the ice tbe night of the 1st and all day of the 2d. On the
morning of the 3d be was able to get under way and stand toward the 
southeast end of Kotelnoi Island, which tbe captain had recommended 
as a place to touch. On September 4, Mr. Ohipp brought his party to 
assist in getting the first cutter and whale-boat to the water. TLe ice 
was very rough and in motilln~ principally in small pieces, alid three or 
four trips bad to be made with the provisions and outfit on the backs 
of tbe men, and finally the two empty boats were trausporf,etl to the" 
position of the second cutter. A number of people got overboard in, " 
this work. We then embarked and reached the southeaRt point of" 
Koteluoi that evening. Oamped on a low spit, amI remained there un
til 5 a. "Ill" September 6. Parties were sent out llUlltiug", but the rein
deer had all rnn to the mouutains, though their track:::! were every
where seen. There was a deserted Russian hut witb traces of tLe 
iyOl"Y hunters about a mile from the camp. On the utb \ye coasted the 
i8laud, and auout noon had to make a pOl'tage, in order to g"t't ,,It'ar 
of :;ume grounded ice. Whilt' making it MI'. J)nllb~tr fdl down witll a 
stroke of heart disease. That night we camped lIe<1r the south eud of 
Kutt'luoi, on some high bluffs. The llext mortling, September 7, we 
got under way at 7 and coasted the island until 9, when we took Ullr de
par,tl1re from the south point, steering so as to pass Stolbovoi. On the 
morning of tbe 7th a large quant,ity of ice was ill si~ht, but durillg the 
afternoon we crossed a large water·space. The }VlDd was fresh fr'om 
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t,he northward and eastward, and there was a long t:0llowing sea. The 
boats made heavy weather, everybody wet all th~ tIme. We stood on 
during t.he night, and I judge that we made 40 mIles to the west-south
west before dar~ which was about 8 p. m. About 1 a. m. on the 8th 
we again met drift ice, and th,e first cutter became embayed in the ice, 
but eventually got clear. . 

We stood on all day of the 8th, and passed the island ot Stolbovoi, 
having it in sight at times to the southward and eastward, but very 
distant. At dark we camped on a [floating]* piece. September 9 was 
.clear and beantiful, with a light breeze, and we started under oars at 
6 aud pulled all day to the southward and westward. On September 
9' we camped on a large piece of ice in 7 feet of water. The weather 
was very foggy and misty. On September 10 Semenov Island ~as in 
sight, about 3 miles distant.. We rounded the-northern end of It and 
stood to the southward along its western coast. About noon we hauled 
in to get dinner and rest the men, who had been pulling all the morning. 
The captain and others went ashore and found a number of deer tracks 
goiug to the southward. A party of hunters was then sent ashore to 
move to the southward end of the island, to form a skirmiAh line, as it 
were, in order to intercept the deer. A,number skirted the mud hills 
for that purpose. The boats in the mean time proceeded to the south 
end of the island to pick up the hunters. A deer was shot, and the 
boats returned, made a landing, and camped. The deer was served out 
to the party. We remained at.Semenov Islaud until 5 a. m. September 
12, and at that place all three boat.s were prepared for t.he voyage across 
the coast water, as it was evident that but little more ice would be en
count.ered. Weather cloths were made from the boat' covers, and 
stanehions placed along the gunwale. I have not yet stated that, on 
September 4, two men were transferred from Lieutenant Chipp's boat, 
namely, Frank E. Manson, seaman, to the whale-boat, and Ah Sam, 
ship's cook, to the first cutter. While at Semenov Island the weather 
was stormy from the eaatward. We were camped on a mossy plain. 

The court was then cleared by request of the judge-ad\'ocate and 
afterward opened, the witness being present. And the court then, at 
3 p. m., adjourned to meet to-morrow, the 27th day of October, 1882, at 
10.30 a. m. 

TWENTIETH DAY . • 
NAYY DEPARTMENT, 

Washington, D.O., Friday, October 27,1882-10.30 ·a. m. 
The court met pursuant to the adjournment of yesterday. 
Present, Commodore ~illiam ~. Temple, United States Navy, presi

d~nt; Capt. Jo.seph~. MIller, Umted States Navy, Commander Fred
enck V. MeNan, Umted Stat.es Navv members' and Master Samuel 
U. Lemly, United States Navy, judge·.~dvocate. ' 

T~le reco.rd of the proceedin~s o~' yesterday, Thursday, October 26, 
18S"" the nmeteenth day of the mqmry, was then read and approved. 

Lieut. J. W. DANENHOWER, the witness under examination then 
came ill, and continued his answer to the pendino' question whicll was 
repeated by the judge-advocate, as follows: b , 

Give a full and detailed narrative of the retreat after the loss of the 
vessel. ' 

* Correction by witness. 



LOSS Ol~ 'l'HE STEAMER JEANNETTE. 53 

The WITNESS. On Monday, September 12, we left Semeuov Island 
at 7.15 a. m., and stood to the southward along the west coast of Vas
siIiev Island, the first cutter leading, the whale-boat next, with orders 
to keep within hail, and the second cutter l1rin~ing up the rear. 

The following was the detail in the different boats: 'First cutter
IJieutenant Commander George W. De Long; doctor, James 1\'1. Am
bIer; meteorologist, J. J. Collins; machinist, Walter Lee; seamell, W. 
F. O. Nindemann, h P. Noros, H. H. Ericksen, H. H. Kaack, C. A. 
Gortz, A. Dressler; second-class fireTnan, G. W. Boyd; coal-heaYrT, 
Nelse Iverson; cook, Ah Sam; dog driver, Alexy. Second cutter
Lieutenant Charles ".Y_ Ohi1111; ice pilot, William Dunbar; carpenter, 
Alfred Sweetman; seamen, H. D. \Varren, P. E. _Jolmson. Edwa.rd 
Starr, A. G. Kuchne; eoalheaver, Walter 811arve1. Whale-boat-Ollief 
Engineer George VY. Mel"ville; Lient,_ ,Tobn W. Danenhower; naturalist 
and taxio.ermist, R. L. Newcomb; boatswain, John Cole; first-dass 
fireman, J. H. Bartlett; seamen, H. W. Leach, Henry WilSOll, F. E. 
Manson; steward, Charles Tong Sing; coal· heaver, John Lauterbach; 
dog o.river, Aniguin. There were, therefore, fourteen in the first cutter, 
eight in t,he second cutter, and eleven in the whale-boat. 

The wind was fresh from the northeast at times, and there was very 
little ice in Sight. Abont 11.30, in running through a chain of drift ice, 
the whale-boat was stove, and commenced to fill rapidly. We hauled 
her bow up on a piece of ice and patched her. The whole party took 
dinner. That was the last piece of ice we saw. During the afternoon 
the wind and sea increased; the boats were standing about south-south
west, with tile wind about two points on the port quarter, and we were 
under close-reefed sail. The whale-boat being the fastest sailer, we 
often lowered our sail to keep in position, and hetd great difficulty in 
keeping the sea from breaking over the boat. About 5 p. m. we were 
out of position, being about a thousand yards off the weather quarter, 
of the captain's boat. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Have you any chart or plan made 
or used at the time which shows the position of the boats, or any of 
them, during- the retreat after the final embarkation? If yes, produce 
it. 

The WITNESS. Yes; this is the ehart which I made in the ten-days 
camp, it being a copy of Mr. Melville's, and lre giving me the original 
while we were in the boat, after September 12, during the voyage to 
the Asiatic coast. 

The witness here produced the chart in question, which the judge
advocate submitted and the court accepted as evidence, and a true copy 
i,s appended to the record, marked S. 

The witness then continued his narrative, as follows: 
Mr. Melville asked my opinion about getting into position. I said 

we could do so by jibing carefully twice. He told me to go ahead, so I 
took charge, got out oars to keep np the boat's headway before the sea, 
lowered the sail and jibed the boat; stood down to the captain's wake, 
and jibed agaiu, and soon came in position. At that time I suggeHted 
that Seaman Leach take the helm, Mr. Cole having been there frolll the 
start in the morning. The boat rauged ahead aHd to windward of the 
first cutter, and we were afraid to lower the sail on account of the seas 
boarding her. As we passed tbe first cutter the captain hailed and 
said he wished the second cntter to come within hail. About that time 
the second cutter was well up to windward and abaft the beam of the 
first cutter. About 1 p. m. our boat was off the weather bow of the 
first cutter, and the men reported that the captain was standing up in 
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the boat and waving his hand as if for a si.gnal to separat~. It w~s also 
stated that the second cutter was lowerlllg her saIl, as If roundmg to. 
Owing to the strength of wind and sea, it wou~d have been impossible 
for one boat to have helped the otber at that tIme. It was then grow
ing dark; Mr. Melville asked JllY opinion, and I~ stated that we sho.uld 
haul up to the suuthward, and run with the wllld and sea about tour 
points on the quarter, until we could prepare a ~rag, .and at dark we 
should round to arid lay to a drag, in order to aVOId bemg smashed .by 
ice, if we should meet any during the darkness. He commenced to gIve 
the order, and the boat was hauled up to the southward. He then told 
me to go ahead. I directed Boatswain Uole and Seaman Manson to take 
three of the hicko.ry tent poles, lash them in a triangle, and lace in a 
piece of cotton call\7as that we had in the boat. I measured off a bridle 
of three parts, each about nine feet in length, using the painter and. a 
spare piece of rope for that purpose. The tent poles were between SIX 
and seven feet in length, and each had a heayy brass nib at the bottom. 
The luff-tackle fall was unrove to be nsed for a drag rope. I examined 
the drag thoroughly, had it placed forward of the mast, and the drag 
rope coiled down upon it, then bad tbe end of the drE:,g rope made fast, 
and the faU coiled down clear for running. I tilen stationed Bartlett 
n the bows to launch the drag j Cole at tile halliards to lower the sail, 
Anignin and the stewa,rd to gather it in, the two seamen, "Wilson and 
Manson, at the midship oars, keeping them peaked high above the sea, 
and Seaman Leach at the helm. Each of the others in the boat had a 
tin pan, for a bailer, in hand. I cautioned everybody that at the order 
~'Lower away" t,he sail shonld be lowered, the helm put hard a-star
board, give away bard with the starboard oar, and back the port one, 
if possible, in the sea-way. I watched for a chance, for I felt that our 
lives depended on the success of the evolution. When the proper time 
came I ordered "Lower away," and everyborty did his duty. 'l'he boat 
came round head to sea with a tremendous di\Te, a large volume of 
water coming over the bows, which was quickly bailed out. We then 
eased the oars, and launched the drag and veered out the line. It 
watched at first on the port bow, and the port oar was kept backing to 
keep her head to sea. We then sent down tbe spare fire-pot and boat 
bucket by putting beckets on the bales. JUl'. Cole suggested sending 
dowll an empt.Y bla,ck-bag, which was done. The boat now lay head to 
sea, and we lai(l in the port oar and hauled up the weather cloths 
[snng*J, parceled the drag-rope where it was liable to chafe, and made 
everything as snug as possible for the night. A number of the party 
turued ill under the canvas forward, and Seamen Leach aud Wilson took 
turns in the coxswain's box, with a short paddle. ~l'l1e upper gudgeon 
of the rudder carried away 800n after roul1dilJg to and the rudder was' 
taken 1Il-uoard. I remaillcd up all night in charg-e and watchillg the 
boat. The next morning at daylight nothing wa~ in sio-ht and tile 
storm was still raging. IVe had lost sig-ht, of the two otllel:='bo~ts when 
darkness came on tile night before, alld I hlwe llGyer seen them since . 
. The conrt the.Il, at 12 IlJ., took a. recess ullt.iI12.30 p. m., at which time 
I t reconvened WIth all the members, the judge-ad vocate and the witness 
under examination present; and the witness continu~d his answer to 

, the ])ellding question, as follows: 
About 10 a. 1Il. on the 13th I noticed a new sea was makino- and I 

judged the wind had veered to t.he southeast. About 1 p. m.b\~'e got 
a glin.lpse of' the sun,. w Lich at. that time bore about south by west, and 
from It I found the wlUll was southeast. 1\1r. Melville's watch had to be 

* Strike out the "l"l"on1 "snug"; correcti~;;-by witnes~:----"-~--
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wound two or three times a day, and was very incorrect. I carried it 
with the two charts. I had tried to use the pocket prismatic compass duro 
ing the morning, but found it useless in the boat. 

During the morning the sea broke over the port quarter, fortbe boat was 
trimmed by the stern. We tried to shift the sleeping-bags forward, but 
they had become so much swollen after being wet, that they jammed 
between, so we rigged the mackintosh on the port quarter to keep the 
water out. All the fresh water in the boat had become salty. Durino
the afternoon the weather moderated, and after rigging a jury gud
geon and shipping the rudder, 1 called Mr. Melville and proposed get· 
ting under wa.y and standing to the westward nntil the sea went down 
and gradually hanl up to south· southwest. He said, "All right," and I 
got tile boat under way and stood to: the westward. The drag was 
placed for\'Tard of the mast, and was lIOt unrigged until the following 
day, thinking that we might ha\7eto useitagain duringthe night. Abont 
8 p. m. we were enabled to haul by the wind on the port tack, and stood 
sOllth-southwest until 6 a. m. on the morning of the 14th, when the boat 
struck in two feet of water with lloland in sight. There was said to bea thin 
skim of ice in sight tha,tlooked like fresh-water ice, and t.he water alongside 
was only brackish. 'Ve t.hen had a consultat.ion, and I proposed stand· 
ing to the eastward until ,n:' got del>p water, and then to stand due south 
for the high land on the coast to tlle eastward ofthe Lelia Delta,. I stated 
iny belief that there was nothing but shoal water to the westward. 

We stood to the eastward, and oecm,ionally felt our wa.y south, but 
always found shallow water. About 10 a. 1l1. Bartlett thought he saw 
land, but on taking another look he changed his mind and thought it 
only a smooth patch of water among the shoals, bnt snbsequent experi· 
ence and learning the charaeter of the land illade us think that we were 
then very near a low, swampy beach. I 

On Wednesday, the 14th, we had light airs from the south southeast, 
and we stood all day to the eastward under sail, and oars at times. At 
midnight we were in ten fathoms of water, and at daylight on the 15th 
We decided to iShape a southwest course. We had noticed that there 
was a considerable easterly set. We steered southwest all day and 
night 011 the 15th, and the course was set from the sun's bearing. I 
reckoned that at that time of the year the sun was 011 the prime vertical, 
and bore west at about 5.50 p. ID., and that the change of azimuth dur
ing the day averaged 140 per hour. I first noted the time and t.he bear· 
ing to correspond to that time, and tllen the direction of the wmd, and 
shaped the course accordingly. At night the mOOll was shining, and I 
took the highest altitude, a,s ncar as I could judge, for south, in order to 
check the course. 

At 6 a. ill. on the 16th we sounded in ten feet of water, and no land 
in sight. About 7 we sighted i1 low sand beach, and stood in and tried 
to land but could not get withill half a mile of the beach 011 aC(~onnt of 
shoal ,;ater. We pulled out mul had a. consultation. I thought from 
the fact that the land trended north a.nd south, and from the run that 
we had made to the ea~tward of the delta, but whitt distance south of 
Barkin I could not tell. The dead reckoning put us about forty miles 
south, but the easterly curreut was a very uncertain eleme~t in ~he cal· 
{ll1lation. Mr. Melville proposed to go up the coast to Rtl:km, eVidently 
with the view of meeting the other boats, for the captn,lIl had re.com. 
mended touching at Barkin, which was stated on the chart t.o be wlllt~r 
huts in which the seal hunters lived all the year round. The captam 
hoped to get a pilot there and proceed westward t.o a I?lacemarked 
Sagastyr, which was marked OIl the chart as a permanent vllla,ge. There 
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was also a signal tower marked on the chart, 'Y.~ich was to. have been 
-erected for the guidance of Professor N orden sk] old's party ~n ~he sum· 
mer of 1878. ' I stated that we might be able to reach Barkm from the 
southeast and we hall a fair wind for running up the coa,st, but that if 
a gale car~e on the boat would probably be swamped in the shoal water. 

We stood up the coast to the northward, and in .about a half,an hour 
saw two low points of beach at tbe mouth of a Tlyer. The wm.d was 
about east, and increasing after dawn. We the~ stood up .the pver to 
the west-northwest and tried several times to effect a landmg III order 
to dry our clothing and effects. We could not get wit~in a ~ile o~ the 
beach on either side, the river being at least three mIles WIde, wIth a 
swift current and five fathoms of water in the middle, and shoaling rap· 
idly toward either side. '1'he atmospheric effect .was yery peculia~ at 
the time, and it was hard to judge accurately of dIstance. We deCIded 
to stand up the river until noon, and if not able to land, to have a con· 
sultation and decide our next movement at t,hat time. Noon came, and 
Mr. Melville and I had a consultation. I said that we would have to 
beat out, but that we had a fair current with ns, and after getting clear 
of the point we would have a fair. wind up the coast. We decided to 
return, and I was about to haul on the wind when Bartlett spoke up 
from tbe bows, where he was stationed with a sounding pole, and said 
that he believed we were in the coast branch of the Lena; that he had 
been at the mouth of the Mississippi, and that tbis river bad a greater 
volume of water than it. I said that tbe trend of the river was rigbt 
for the east coast, but that we should have high land to our left hand 
if it were the coast brancb; also tbat if we found a small island about 
thirty miles up the stream it would indicate that it was the coast brancb. 
Mr. Melville and I tben bad another consultation, and decided to con· 
tinue up the river in hope of making a landing before dark. We bad 
a fresb breeze, wbicb was fair, but tbe current against us was very 
stroIlg, and we were troubled very frequently, the boat getting aground 
in sballow water. 

About 7 p. m. we succeeded in reaching a hut situated on a puint of 
land about ten feet above the water. Tbe party was very mueh ex
hausted, having been in the boat for one hundred and eight hours, wet 
all tbe time, very little food, and no fresh water after the first day. A 
number of tbe party had their feet and leg8 badly swollen. In some 
cases the skin was broken and part of the feet black. We camped in a 
hnt, built a fire, and cookl'd tea. There were numerous traces of recent 
inhabitants; foot-prints and fish-bones were numerous, and a small 
piece of black bread was found. vVe slept with our feet toward the fire, 
and tbe next day tue disabled lllen were a great deal worse, after hav. 
ing spent a sleepless nigbt. ,Ve started next morning, and boped to 
reaeh the main branch of the river, if it should be the coast outlet that 
we were in at the time. About 11.30 ollr wav was barred by mud flat's. 
We ~toppecl, and sent Bartlett out ahead to see what there was beyond 
a POII~t of ~and that was. nellr hy. Seeing that he was limping badly I 
ran after hlln and sent hIm back to the boat. I went tothe point of land 
and found tll.at tbere was an immense swamp river coming from the 
northwest, WIth numerous mud Bats in it. I returned to the boat and 
suggested getting dinner while Manson and I would make an extended 
s.cout.· :VV' e went beyond the point of land some di8tance, and saw a 
hne of hIgher land to the soutbwest. I asked Manson if he could trace a 
passage over to it, and he thought he could, all except in oIle small place, 
where we mIgbt have to wade and drag the boat over. We returned 
with that report, and a few minutes after dinner retraced onr steps a 
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short distance so as to clear a mud flat, and then shaped the course for' 
the high land. That afternoon we made a splendid run to the west· 
northwest, and also passed a small island; so we began to thiuk that 
Bartlett was right in }lis judgment, and we hoped to reaeh the turning 
point in the riYer that night. About 8 p. m. we reached a point of laud 
sixty feet, high, and camped on a small sand-beach. This was called 
Mud Hill Oamp, as it was adjoining high mud hills. We pitched hoth 
tents, abd Bartlett, Newcomb, Manson, and I climbed the hills and 
found a hunter's hut, in which we remained that night. The sleeping
bags were so wet that some of us would not use them. At 4 a. m. on 
the 18th Bartlett and I took a seont. I wanted to see the region before 
sup rise, to get the clearest view. We saw broad streams makiug to the 
northward and northwestward, and before us was one coming from the 
southward, which we thought was the main branch of the river, thongh 
we did not feel sure of it. The wind during the night had shifted to the 
west and was blowing Yel',r fresh. I called the camp at 6 a. m., and we 
had breakfast, consisting of tea and pemmican. We went on half ra
tions immediately after the separation, and the tea had been wet with 
salt water in the gale. A few of us loaded the boat, and when all was 
ready we strnck the tent and helped the sick people down. 

After a great deal of difficulty we got the boat off the lee shore, close
reefed the sail, and stood about south under the lee of a mud flat. I 
took the helm, and Bartlett the sounding pole at the bow. We saw a 
herd of seven reindeer, which lied when they saw us. About 11 a. m. 
we arrh·ed at two large summer huts, and decided to land and dry out 
everything, as the day was bright and sunshiny. We remained there 
for the rest of the day, and dried all our clothing and sleeping-gear. 
We also erected a staff, bearing a black flag, made from the flap of a 
knapsaek, and to the staff was Recured a paper stating that the whale
boat had been there that da:v. 

On Monday, September 19, we called at early daylight and got nnder 
way at 6 a. m_ We decided to stand up the west bank of the river, and 
we hoped to reach a settlement that night. We used sail and oars. The 
crew was divided into two watches of four each. . I was at the helm, 
and Bartlett at the bow, sounding with a tent-pole. We proceeded 
very well until about 11,' when we carne to mud fiats extending from 
the westward shore and forcing us to the eastward. 

About 1 p. ill. we notieed a strong current from the southwest, and 
also a ridge of land that seemed hig-lIer than any in the vicinity. .After 
a hard pull we effected a landing, about 3 p. m., and the cook started to 
get dinner. I set up the compass to get bearings and the time of day. 
At this time we saw three natives, each in a canoe, shoot out from near 
the point and approach us. We immediately embarked in order to 
meet them. They pulled by us rapidly, and occasionally glanced over 
their 8houlders in a furtive sort of way, as though afraid ~f us. VIe 
held up some pemmican, and a young mall approached cautIOusly WIth 
his boat, and the other two soon followed. The entire party, including 
the native8, then returned to the landing place, and we had quite a fes
tival. They gave us a goose and one fish, all they had at the time, and 
we gave them tea and pemmican. We became very friendly and talked 
as best we could by signs, indicating that we wanted a place to sleep, 
and that we wanted them to go 80uth with us. We again embarked, 
and they took us around the point, and into what seemed to be a branch 
of the main river. They hauled their boats out on th.;) beach very 
quickly, and, corning to our assistance, helped the disabled people up 
to a house on a steep hill, while the rest of the part,y unloaded and hauled 
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up the whale·boat. On climbing the hill I found there w~re four hous~s 
and anum ber of storehouses in sight. One house was m good condi' 
tion and the other three were very dilapidated. There ,,"as a grave· 
yard about one· fourth of a mile distant from the houses, with a lot of 
large wooden crosses. Afterwards I learned from the commandant at 
Buiun that the place was called Borkhia: . 

We slept there that night and the natIves hauled then nets and gave 
us a good supply of fish and some deer me~t. :Ve noticed that on~ of 
the natives left the party, and from that Imagmed that other natIves 
were in the vicinity. 

And the court then, at 2 p. m., pending the further examination of 
this witness, adjourned to meet to·morrow, the 28th day of October, 18~2, 
at 10.30 a. m. 

. TWENTY-FIRST DAY. 

NAVY DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, D. G., Saturday, October 28, 1882-10.30 a. m. 

The court met pursuant to the adjournment of yesterday. 
Preseut, Oommodore William G. Temple, United States Navy, presi. 

dent; Capt. Joseph N. Miller, United States Navy, Oommander Fred· 
erick V. McNair, United States Navy, members; and Master Samuel 
O. Ll'mly, United States Na'7, judge-advocate. 

The record of the proceediugs of yesterday, Friday, October 27, 
1882, the twentiethdayofthe inquiry, wal' then read, and on the correction 
of several clerical errors approved; and the convening authority hav· 
ing authorized the employment of a stenographer, the judge·advocate 
requested that E. W. Grant might be sworn to act in that capacity, 
and the said E. W. -Grant was ,accordingly duly sworn by the judge· 
advocate of the court. 

Li'eut. J. W. DANENHOWER, the witness under examination, then 
came in and continued his answer to the pending question, which was 
repeated by the judge-advocate, as follows: 

Give a full and detailed narrative of the retreat after the loss of the 
vessel. 

The WI'l'NESS. That evening the young native who had the most in
t~lligence of the party told us that we were going wrong, and drew a 
dIagram on the sand, representing that Bulun was seven sleeps dis· 
tant ?y placing his hand on the side of his face and snming. The next 
ruornlllg we turned out early, and I took the compass and went to an 
adjoilling hill to get the bearings of the sun and points of land. The 
party ill the mean time loaded the boat, and on my return Mr. Melville 
asked me to hurry np. I asked where the natives were, and he said 
they would not come with us; so I asked him to wait awhile while I 
went up to the hut to see them. I found it empty, and was ~bout to 
g~) away, when I.saw the young man on the top of the house. Icalled 
hIm down and tned to get him to go with us. He seemed very much 
troubled and bewildered and would not come. I shook hands 11'00d· 
bye, with him, and gave him a silk handkerchief to leave a go~d im
pression, for I expected to return. We then st~rted out in the boat 
an~ worke~ to the ea8tward among the mnd flats all day, We were 
trymg to find a channel south. We ,,"orked under oars and sail at 
t!mes. About 5 p. m. Bartlett stood up in the bow and said it looked 
lIke the open sea to the eastward. We then decided to turn back and 
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find the natives if possible. Bartlett. piloted the boat back. There 
was a shift of wind, and a snow -storm came on. I liad been at the helm 
all day and was \"ery tired. I fOllnd that I was steering balll.v, and 
asked Herbert Leach to relicye me. He did so. We nmclc fast to tent
poles driven in the mud, under the lee of a mud fiat, and remained all 
night. 

At daylight Bartlett alld 'Vilson stood up in the boat, Hud Wilson 
thought he recoguized tlie s,.me land that we had left the day before. 
This was ou Wednesday the 21st. Bartlett thought it was not, but 
said we could reach it with a fair wind if we could get to windward of 
thA mud fiat in sight. We close-reefed the sail, alld I took the helm 
and headed the boat to wind ward of the mud fiat and then ran in witll a 
fair wind. It was then snowing very hard. We encamped on the 
muddy beach and spread the Mackintosh for slielter, wliile the cook 
prepared tea. Mr. Newcomb shot some sea-gulls. They were cooked 
for breakfast. After breakfast Wilson and Manson started out to look 
for the houses we had left the day before. In about fifteen minutes 
they returned with the informatioil that the houses were round the 
point. We immediately embarked, and on reaching the beach near the 
houses saw an old man and three others approachillg'. They took off 
their hats and said "(h'hstie drastie," which meant "how do you do ~" 
They assisted the sick to the house and helped us unload the boat. On 
seeing one of the sea-gulls tliat had been shot, thry threw it down and 
said it was bad, and brougllt us some venison in place of it. They 
treated us very kindly. Mr. Mel ville was sick, and requested me to 
speak with the old natiye about piloting us to Bulull. He made me 
understand that Bnlun was six days' jonrnry, and that there were 
priests and traders there, and that be would pilot us willingly_ He 
also measured the draft of the boat, aud I got him to make a sketch of 
the river, which I will present to the court as evidence, 

The witness here produced the sketch referred to, whi,ch the judge
advocate placed before the court, aud a certified copy, marked 'r, is ap
pended to the record. 

The witness then produced and the judge-advocate placed before the 
court a plan showing how the hoats were piloted by the three native 
canoes, and a certified copy, marked T 2, is appended to the record. 

The 'witness then contiuued as follows: 
I heard Bartlett speak to Mr. MelYille about going ahead, and I under

stood a proposition was on foot to send somebody in the advance, so I 
told ]VIr. Melville that I thonglit if anyone was sent that I shoulc] be 
the persoll, because I would have more force with the I-tussian officials, 
and might meet some Ol1e who spoke French an1l8panish_ He did not 
think it practicable at the time to send anyone, and I agreed with him 
that it was not. The next day we started with th~ old native (who 
was known as Vashily Coolgiyork-" Cnt-eared" V ashlly) and two other 
pilots. This was on the 22<1. Vasllily went allead, Hnd the other 
two on either beam. soundillg with their pad (lIes as Mley advanced. 
We started out in the same direction we had taken 'l'nesday, two days 
previous, and about noon Vashilv found a passage between tile mud 
flats, and we went south. After ten hours' work we encamped on a 
~ow beach, and the natives bronght ns fish for supper. 'rhe ne,xt morn
lUg, the 23d, we starteel at daylight, and proceeded up a broad ~Jver, and 
then through a narrow cut-off, as it were, aud reached two natl v~ empty 
huts, at which we remained for the night. On the next day, whICh was 
Friday, we got under way early and stood up a broad river. About 
11.30 two natives were sent in a(lYance, and about 12 we came to a 
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village of about six empty houses, in excellent condition, aud having a 
number of store houses attached. Tbe store hOllses were locked, and 
there were cooking utensils iu the houses. We occupied one of .th e 
houses and during the afternoon a large boat was seen approach mg. 
It cont~ined two in-en and two women. 'l'hey landed and wellt to another 
house. On that afternoon 1\1[1'. Ne\ycomb shot a nUlnber of ptarmigan. 
Soon after the arrival of the party, Vashily took Mr. Melville and !De 
to the house occupied by the native, and we ~ad a long conversatIOn 
with Spiridon, who was the chief of tbat vlllage. 'l'hey se.emed to 
understand our shipwreck, and the tbree boats, and they sald some
thing about a person whom they called the" Commada." We did not 
clearly understand it. Spiridon gave us a large goose that was boned 
and stuffed, with seven otLers, which he said we should use tbe next 
day, after sleeping. vVe remained at the village during the nigLt, and 
the next morning Vashily indicated that he wished us to embar~. Tllis. 
was Saturday, the 24th. Vashily showed us a g-unshot woulld III Olle ot 
his legs, and informed us tlmt he could not proceed farther, but that 
Carannie and Kapucan and Theodore would accompally us. 'fhey were 
three young men. We started, and worked all day to the sout,hward 
and westward, and that night encamped in a deserted hut. Got under 
way the next morning, Sunday, the 25th, and by noon arrived at another 
village, and were received by about a dozen men, women, and children. 
The party had been working, watch and watch, with four oars in each 
watch, for the past t,hree days, and I was steering the entire time. The 
sick people were carried up to the huts, and Mr. Melville and I were 
taken to the "Commada," as he was called. His name was Nikolai 
Shagra, and he was chief of the village of Geeomovialocke, which con
sisted of five houses, a church, and a number of storehouses. 'We ex
plained to him about the shipwreck and the missing boats, and he seemed 
to understand. That night we were quartered in his house, and they 
gave us a hea.~y supper of fish and goose. He told us that it would take 
fifteen days to reach Bulun, and expressed his assent to take us there. 

I find by reference to not.es made at the time that. it was on Monday, 
September 26, that, we arrived at this village. The next morning it was 
blowing very fresh. Nikolai Shagm came and told us that we could 
not start that day, but by 9 a. m. he again came and wanted us to 
hurry up to embark. He seemed in a great burry. We embarked as 
qui~kly ~s possible, and he gave us sixty fish for the journey. The three 
natIve pllots went home, and I, with the 1{.ussian exile Yopheme Kopal
lofl', and Gabrillo Passhin, started out. The latter lived at t he village 
and was dependent on the natives. 

We pulled to the eastward until about Boon, when the pilots sud
delll~ turned aronnd and beckoned to us to return to the village, which 
we chd, and were taken to the honse of Gabrillo Passhin, where we were 
quartered for the mg:ht. The condition of the party at this time was 
very bad. Mr. MelVIlle was carried on a sled from the boat to the house, 
and Leach and Lauterbach had not been able to stand for sevflral days, 
but theJ' had taken their regular tricks at the oars. The whole boat 
party was disembarked alld quartered in Gabrillo's house. 

The next day, Wednesday, September 28, Nikolai Shagara came to 
our house and H,i,;ked for a document in writing for what he called the 
" P . " 1 h' h· 1 d ' army.a, all(.w IC un ~rstood to be the priest at Bulun. I wrote 
a letter III Engbsh and one III French. Lanterbach translated one ill 
Germall., an~ Wilson oue in ~.wedish; for ~e thought it probable that 
some of Profes~or Nord~nskJol(Fs peopl~ m.lght be in the vicinity. Mr. 
Newcomb furmshed a plCture of the ShIP lD the ice, a picture of the 
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American flag, and sOllie postage-stamps. I t.eok all of these papers 
and sewed them up in an oil-skin, and with Mr. MelyiIle went. to Niko
lai's house. Mr. Melville gave them to Nikolai, who waR in very high 
spirits and seemed to wish us to understand that we should soon go to 
Bulun. On that day Yopheme and Gabrillo came to our hut and beck
oned to me to come out. I went out., and they t.ook me to a hut at the 
end of the village, w11ere there were some old women at work cleaning 
it up. They indicated that they wished t11e whole party to move there; 
so I informed Mr. lVIelville, and with two or tllree others prepared the 
house, and then moved the whole party tn it. On that day Mr. Mel
ville annoullced to the whole party t11at he and I thought the scurvy 
was among us. He recommended clE'anliness and cheerfulness, and 
stated that during his sickness I should have charge of the police and 
the administration of t11e party. At, this time we were getting eight 
fish per day from the natives. They kept the account, and at the end 
of the week presented the bill for sixty fish, for w11ich receipts wel'e 
given. The Russian, Yopheme Kopalloff, was very useful to ns in 
making the natives give us good fish. The natives at this time were 
kind and friendly, and each day Nikolai Shagra, would m111 alld see 
us, and indicate how thick the ice was and the chances of g~til1g 
away. He was a very wily and plausible fellow. We thought thflt the 
natives would get rid of us as soon as possible, because there seellled 
to be a scarcity of fish at that time; but one day when I was going to 
give Gabrillo an extra pair of foot-nips that I had, Yopheme called me 
aside and told me to hold on to them, for by and by we would have 
to trade them for food. That was the only cause that I ever had to mis
trust the natives and not thoroughly believe them. 

On October 12 jo<[2] :Mr. Melville ga,e me the captain's written orders 
to him, and requested me to copy them, which I did at the time, he 
saying that the original might be lost. 

On October 8 we were surprised to see a Russian in the village, and 
he was invited to our house by Mr. Newcomb. I acted as interpreter 
at the time, as well as I could, having formed a vocabulary from what 
I had learned from Yopheme. I told Kusmah the story of the wreck 
and the missing boats, and hoe seemed to understand. Kusmah was the 
name of the Russian, and I afterwards learned that Kusmah's name 
was also Jeremihoff, the custom of the country being to call by the first 
name only. I proposed that Kusmah should take me to his house, for 
I wanted to learn his resources and what I could about the country. 
Mr. Melville consented, and I started with Kusmah on a team of dogs, 
taking also Yopheme. About 1 p. m., in about two hours, after travel
ing ten versts to the southwest, we reached his house, which was about 
the same as that of the natives, excepting that it was cleanly, and that 
his resources in tea and flour were rather greater., I went o,er my vo
cabulary with him, and over the charts. Also I told him that the cap
tain had a big paper, a ukase from the Emperor, commanding all Russian 
subjects to assist us. He asked the name of the Emperor, and I told 
him Alexander Nicholas, whereupon he said that Alexander Nicholas 
was "porn erie," and placed his hands aer013S his breast. By that he 
meant that he was dead, and he further said that he had been blown 
up in the previous Mareh. He seemed to understand thoroughly the 
nature of the paper. During the evening Kusmah's wife gave me a 
small bag of flour, a bag of salt, some tobacco, about foUl' pounds of tea, 
and a little sugar. The next morning Kusmah showed me a deer, and 
asked meifit was all right; and when I expressed my approval he had 

* COl'rectioll by witness. 
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it killed and placed upon a sled. That was OJ?- Sunday, October 9. He 
said he gave money for the deer, and I tol([ ~Im th.at as soon as we tele· 
graphed to the United States we would gIve h~m plenty of money. 
Just before starting Kusmah turned to me and saId that next Sunday 
he and I would start for Bulun. I asked him how many Tungoos (mean
in'" the natives) would go with us, and he said the Tungoos were bad r 
no~e should go, but two Russians. I told him to come, over and speak 
with 1\1r. Melville, and he said he would go on thefo~lowlDg Wednesday. 
I then returned with the provisions, and Mr. MelVIlle expressed great 
satisfaction with the result of the visit. 

On VVednesday Kusmah Cflime. \Ve first took him down to the boat, 
whieh was hauled up on the beach. 

I have neo'leeted to state that after the boat ,,-as hauled up Mr. Mel
Tille was better alld had resumed charge of the part.y. The condition 
of the party hc:d yery mnch improved. The day after reaching the 
village, Juhn Cole, the Indian Allignin, and myself were the only people 
able to go olli aud get wood and water for the part.y. Wilson was able 
to bobble about an<1 do the cooking. One by one the people got better 
and able to work. ' 
~tober 3 MI'. Melville resumed charge informally. We turned the 

boat over and let Kusmah examille it. Mr. Melville, Kusmah, and I 
then went illtO alJ empty summer-house and had an interview. I acted 
as interpreter. TLIe tirst qLlestion was, how many days would it take 
Kusmah anu Mr. Melville, or I, to go to Bulun and return. Kusmah 
answered, tive. The next question waH, how many days would it take 
him to go alone amI return. And he al::;o said, five. Mr. Melville then 
decideu that he should go alone, for, ill hisj udgwent, he thought he could 
go alld get back quicker than if he had anyone with him. Kusmah 
was tol<1 that he should have the whale-boat and five hUIlI\red rubles 
as a reward, but the whale boat should be kept, su~ject to t.he conuition 
that we migLIt use her during the spring and summer followillg. The 
arraugelllellt seellled satisfactory to Kusmah, aBd he went home that 
night to start for Bulun on Sunday, aud if possible on Saturday. The 
next day we were yery lllucLI surprised to hear that Nikolai Sbagra 
was going with KUHlllah, at the latter's request, on Friday morning. I 
wellt, to Mr. Melville and suggested tllat beti)re Kusmah !Started it 
should be impressed upon hiS mind that he should spread tlle news 
about the two missing boats everywhere lJe went and offer a large re
w~lrIl t:01' allY traces that were found. He aHsented, alld I wellt to 
:NIkolaI to get a dug team, when, Reeing old Spil'idoll approaching with 
a tealll from his villagl', I got him to take me to KusmaLI's house. I px
plnilled to him what 1 had come for, and he seemed to understand it fully. 
We again wC:'nt oyer the eharts, aud he told me that Barkenstein, as he 
called Barkill, was oOlIly fifty versts to the 1I0rtheast. I went back to 
olll'village amI told Mr. Melville that I thought I could get Spiridon 
t? take lIJe to Barkin, aud Illight find traces of the ltlhisillg boats. He 
fiIlally agl'el'd, au\! tLat Iligllt I weut tell vprstR to the northward, to 
Spil'idull's village, Hud Imtl H cOllversation with Spiri<lo11 and Uamllllie. 
ThC:'y "aid it \\HS illl]lo::;sllJle to go, au aCCoullt of the ice being 100 tllin, 
and tlIeIi tlJen~ were no people to the lIortb of th(,111. I thell went to see 
?I(l Va:,;hil.y, amt lIe agreed to take me to (JoulJOllma, \rhicil Kapl1can 
llIdwated was to the lHll'th\\'est ot Arii, wiliell was the Ilame of Spiri
dUll'S \'i llng-e. ~a tunl HY, October 15, tl.is i lltenie w occurred. 

011 tlle,lJJo::nillg of tlle 16tll I 8tarteu out with Va:,;hily and Kapucan 
to go to CUUl!OUIlla., w,hlCh I snpposed was to the lJol'thwest. They firRt 
went down a 8wall nver to the southeast, and the ice broke in many 
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places. They then swung round to the westward and brought up at 
Kusmah's house, Conhonma being the native name for Kusmah, and I 
then had another talk with Kusmah, and he again stated positively that 
Barkin was fifty versts northeast. I set up the compass, and he not 
only pointed northeast, but also said" Searavastoke," he having taught. 
me the names of the cardinal points in his laoguflge. He got Vashily 
to agree to take rnA there on th~ following morniug. After that I ar
rived at another small village, and on the morning of the 17th I started 
out with three nati'-es and two sleds to go to Barkin. Kusmah had 
told me that we would first have to go southeast, and then make up to 
the northward. We started in that way and traveled all day. Uamped 
in a small hut near a point of land, about two miles distant to the south
east. The natives called that l\1yak, and indicated that the steamer 
Lena bad entered there, and that traces of the party might, be found on 
tbat island. 'fhe next morning we started for the island, and fouml the 
ice black and treacherous, so that the natives positively refused to go 
farther, and it was eyident they were right; and we then tried to go 
around the point to the northward, but the natives refused positively, 
on account of the young ice not being strong enough to hold the dogs 
and sledge. They then iusisted on returning toKusmah's house, which we 
did, having found only that the natives' statement was true, t.o.at it was 
impossible to travel over the ice at tllat time of the season. 

The court tllen, at 12.15 p. m., took a recess until 12.35 p. m., at which 
time it reconvened, with all the members, the judge-advocate, and the 
witness under examination present. 

The witness then continued his narrative in answer to tile pending 
question as follows: 

The WITNESS. I will here submit the chart of Pilot Vashily, made at 
my request, and also tbe chart made by me in October, 1881, on informa
tion derived from Kusmah Jeremiboff. 

The judge-adyocate tben sublllitted, and the court accepted as evi- . 
dence, these charts; and certified copies, marked respectively U and V, 
are appended to the record. 

The witness then continued bis narrative as follows: 
We returned to Geeomovialocke on 1tfonday, October 17, on Kus

mab's tracks, he haYing left his villag~ for Bulun on that day. I reported 
the. unsuccess or our trip to MI'. Melville. About the time Knsmab was 
to return his wife came over and said that he bad been detained by the 
death of the Cossack commandant of Bulun, but she expected him in a. 
day or two. Kusmah returned on Saturda~c, October 29, and immedi
ately presented a short note signed by the seamen Nindemanll and N oros. 
It stated that the captain's party was starving and needed immediate 
assistance. Kusmah stated that he had lllet the two men at a place 
called Seven Houses, and that tlley had given him tlienote. Kusmah 
also bronglit us some provisions and a note from the CO III lllandau t, at 
Bnlun. He stated that be would come to us 011 No,-elllber 1. Mr. Mel
ville then sent over to the village of Arii for uld Vashily. He '3amc the 
next day with a dog team, and Mr. Melville tumed tile charge of the 
party over to nle auci starte(l for B111111l. At tile time 1 sai([ to l1ill1 that 
I was ready to start immediately in search of the otber p,~rt.r. I,\\'as 
well, but had been sick jor about a week, some da,Ys pl'eYlously, irolll 
d,ysentery and my stomach refusilJg fuod. Mr. Melville started the Ilext 
moruing for Hulull. 

The witlJess here produced the original order given to him by Passed 
Assistant Engineer George W. Melville, dated Octob~r 29, 18111, at 
Tongoos village, with an appended copy of the order gIven to Passed 
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Assistant Engineer Melville by Lient. George W. De Long, dated Au
gnst 5 1881 at Cape Emma Bennett Island. The court was then 
,cleared, by r~quest of a memb~r, and afterwards reopened, the witness 
being present. 

And the judge-advocate then read aloud these two documents, and 
certified copies of them are appended to the record and marked, respect
ively, Wand X. 

The witness then'continued his answer to the pending question, as 
follows: , 

The WI'I'NESS. On November 1 the commandant of Bulun arrived 
at our village about 10 a. m. He took breakfast wit~ the chief, and 
came to our hut at 11 a. m., and presented a long wntten document 
signed by Nindemaun and N o1'os. That document. and the one previ
ously referred to as received from Kusmah Jeremlhoff were brought 
home from Siberia by me and turned over to the Navy Department. 

After reading it and seeing that the location of the captain's party 
was not definitely stated, I determined to send it immediately to Mr. 
Melville, then on his way to Bulun, and also to inform him that we 
were all right. I immediately told James H. Bartlett to prepare to 
start, and then I informed the commandant of the contents of this docu
ment, which was addressed to the American minister at St. Petersburg. 
This statement refers to the document that the commandant brought, 
which is signed by Nindemann and N oros. The commandant said that 
the deer were very tired and must have rest, and the man could not be 
sent. I insisted, and he finally agreed to send him at 5 p. m. with writ
ten documents for a subordinate at Bulun. This was done. The com
mandant would not state definitely how soon we should start, and the 
next moming, November 2, I was awakened by the exile Yopheme get
ting ready to start somewhere. He told me that he was going with 
the commandant to Arii, and I told him to bring the commandant there 
right away. He did so, and I told the commandant that if he did not 
start the next morning with us that I would report him to General 
Schernieff, woo, I had learned, was the governor of the province of 
Yakntsk; but if he did get us started he should be well rewarded. The 
next morning we started from the village with twelve teams of dogs 
and under the guidance of the c<tmmandant. Kusmah visited us, and 
I asked for his name on paper, and he told me that he would give.me 
a big paper, which he wished me to have translated on my reaching 
civilization. He did so, and I had it translated at Verkeransk, and the 
Espravnik of that place had an official copy made. It was a declaration 
from Kusmah, stating that the Tungoos had wrongfully detained us 
amo.ng them. That n~ght, the 2d, w'e arrived at a povarina, an unin
habIted log house, havmg made 110 versts with the dog' teams. The 
next day, the 3d, we passed Tas Ari, as the commandant told me, and 
reached Ku Mark Surk at 7 p. m. Here was the village that Kusmah 
had called the "Seven Honses," and was the placp, at which Ninde
man, met Kusmah. In hopes of finding some of the natives who had 
brought t.lle two men there, I proposed to start a search from that place, 
but he salll that we would see Mr. Melville in a few hours and as he 
had been in communication with the two meu I thouO'h it best to wait 
and see him. 'Ne started eady iu the rnornino. of the 4th crossed a 
river, and .reached a deer statioll, which the gommandant 'called Ku 
Mark Serml. The proper name of this place is Bavulack. We found 
Mr. lYlelville there awaiting us, and had a consultation with him and 
the commandant. . 

It proved that in the written order sent by the commandant to his sub-
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-ordinate he gave him directions to fit out ]\IIr. Melville with sleds in 
.oruf\r to meet him (the commandant) at Bulun. Mr. Melville then told 
him his plans for going north with the natives, and to make a search for 
the men of the captain's party. He told me that I would find written 
.orders at Bulun for me to proceed south. He also stated verbally that he 
wished me to leave James H. Bartlett at Bulul1, to communicate with him 
if necessary. We parted about 3 p. m., he with the intention of going 
to Ku Mark Surk and my party to Bulun. We traveled all night by 
deer team, and reached Bulun early on the morning of the 5th, where 
we found Bartlett, Nintlemann, and N oros. Nindernann was very sick 
and confined to his bed. N oros I"as OIl hi" feet and apparently in a fair 
condition. Bartlett was perfectly well. I found there this order, which 
J: will submit in evidence. 

The witness here produced, and the judge-advocate submitted to the 
.court, the original order from Passed Assistant Engineer Melville to 
Lieutenant Danenhower, dated Bologun, November 4, which was read 
.alouu by thejudge-advocate, and a certified copy, marked Y, is appended 
to the record. 

The witness then continued his answer to the pending question: 
The commandant at Bulull furnished us with black bread, deer meat, 

a,nd lmtter; also sugar and tea, and some delicacies for the sick men. 
The men were quartered iu a new log bouse, alld tbe second night after 
{lUI' arrival I was invited to tile commandant's house, which was near 
by, aud I lived with him during the few remaining days. vVe had plenty 
·of everything that the village afforded, and were making a great inroad 
UpOll their wiuter stores, for our party consumed as much as thirty-five 
pounds oflJrea,d <t day and large quantities of meat, owing to our long fast,. 
The commandaut agreed to forward six of the people to Verkeransk on 
the following Saturday. There not being' sufficient transportation for 
the whole party, I selected the six weakest and most disabled of the 
party, and prepared for the j~urney. I left written orders with Bart
lett, whom Mr. Melville had requested to lJa.ve left in charge, and a 
regular ration established by the commandant; also ordered Bartlett 
that if Mr. Mel ville did not return by November 20 to start the party 
north and at tbe same time a courier south to me. I had the same 
understanding with the commandant, whose name was Gregory Miketer
eft· Bryeshoff. He was a non-commissioned officer of Oossacks. 

I started from Balun on Saturday, November 12, with the following 
men: R. L. N ewcomlJ, naturalist and taxidermist ; John Oole, boat
swain; Herbert Leach, seaman; Henry Wilson, seaman; and Oharles 
Tong Sing, steward. These were the weakest men of the party, and it 
was thought that Leach's foot might have to be amputated, as mortifi
eation appeared to have set in at the toes. The condition of John Oole 
at that time was getting very bad, he being under mental aberration. 
All the men left at Bnll111 were in good condition, except Nindemann, 
and he stateft that he would prefer to remain and build up before start
ing south. I also considered it a good plan to leave both him and Noros 
to furnish further informa,tion to Mr. Meh-illl:l, sbould he require it. At 
Bulun I had obtained a large quantity of provisions and clothing, and 
had the commanuant make bills for the amount, which bills I carried 
to Yakutsk. 

We traveled fifteen uaysby deer teams acros~ the mountains, and 
reached Verkeransk, which was distant BOO versts, on Sunday, Novem
ber 27, and missed meetillO' the sub-Espravllik of Verkeransk, who had 
been sent to Bulun with ~edical stores aud provisions for our relief. 
We remained at Verkeransk three days, and the doctor of the place 

H. Ex. 108--5 
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stated that it was necessary to amputate one of Leach'~ great toes, and 
that we should hasten to Yakutsk. I obtained an amount of clothing 
and provisions here, and started for Yakutsk on November 30. Made 
a journey of 960 verstR with deer teams, o:x;en, and ho:ses, and .reached 
Yakutsk Saturdav December 17. We receIved a cordml receptlOll from 
the governor-gene;al, Tcherneiff, who quartered us well ~nd offered to 
forward the party immediately to lr~utsk; ~ut I told hIm my orders· 
were to await the return of Mr. MelvIlle, WhICh occur!ed on December 
30. The remainder of the party, under Bartlett, arrIved about Janu
ary 3, and the thirteen survivors of the Jeannette were then all present 
at Yakutsk. 

Mr. Melville was in communication with the Department, and he gave 
me the following written orders to proceed south, which I will submit 
in the evidence if it please the court. 

The witness then produced the orders in question, which were read 
aloud by the judge-ad vocate, and a certified copy, marked Z, is appended 
to the record. 

The witness likewise produced and offered as evidence a receipt from 
Lieut. Giles B. Harber, United States Navy, .for certain articles deliv
ered to him b;)T the witness at Nishnentiinsk March 21, 1882. 

The judge-advocate objected to the admission of the paper, as being 
jrrelevant. 

The witness then made the following statement: 
I will also state that other articles mentiuned in Mr. Melville's order 

were turned over to the Navy Department on January lJune*] 2,1882, 
and that five men were turned over to Lieutenant Harber at Nishnen
dinsk, Siberia, March 22, 1882, for which the following order will be a 
receipt: 

The witness here produced the order in question) dated lVIitrch 22, 
1882, at Nishnendinsk, Siberia, which the judge-advocate read aloud, 
and a certified copy, marked A A, is appended to the record_ 

A member here moyed that the receipt which the witness had pro
duced for certain articles named in this letter be admitted in evidence, 
if the witness so desired. 

The court was then cleared, upon the motion of the member, and de
ciued that if the witness desired, the paper in question shall be ad
mitted. The doors were aceording-ly reopened, aud the witness being 
present, the decision of the court was announced. The witness then 
produced the rec~ipt preyiously offered, whieh the judge-adyocate read 
aloud, and a certIfied copy, marked B B, is appended to the record. 

The witness, continuing, said: 
_ I would further state that at Irkutsk, about March 10, I received a 
te~egram !rom the Secretary of the Navy, and through the charge d';'1f
falres at St. Petersburg, which directed me to allow the seaman L. P. 
Noros to accompany the special Herald correspondent to the Lena 
Delta, which order was obey-ed. 

Upon arriving at New York, Seaman John Cole was turned over to 
the custody of Lieut. W. H. Jacques and Assistant Surgeon Percy. 
R: L. Newcomb returned _to his home in Salem, Mass., and Charles Tong 
SlUg, steward, accompamed me to Washino-ton and was discharged by b ,-

the Department at a subsequent date. 
~n~ the cour~ then, at :3 p. m., pending the further examination of 

thIS WItness, adjourned to meet on Monday, the 30th day of October, 
1882, at 11 a. n1. 

* Correction by witness_ 



LOSS OF THE STEAMER JEANNETTE. 67 

'fWENTY-SEOOND DAY. 

. NAVY DEPAR,'l.'MENT, 
Wash'ington, D. C., Monday, Ootober 30, 1882-11 a. m. 

The court met pursuant to the adjournment of Saturday. 
Present, Oommodore William G. Temple, United States Navy, presi

dent; Oapt. Joseph N. Miller, United States Navy, Oommander Frede
rick V. McNair, United States Navy, members; and Master Samuel C. 
Lemly, United States Navy, judge-advocate. 

The record of the proceedings of Saturday. October 18, 1882, the 
twenty-first day of the inquiry, was then read, and after making sev
eral corrections of clerical errors, approved. 

Thejudge-advocate then stated to the court that testimony of Sir 
Allen Young, of London, England, is important to the furtherance of 
the inqniry, particularly as to the strength of the vessel and her fitness 
for Arctic service. And the comt then direeted the judge-advocate to 
prepare interrogatories to be sent to Sir Allen Young. The court was 
then closed by t.he request of t.he judge-advocate and afterwards re
opened. 

The judge-advocate then requested that an adjournment be taken 
until Wednesdas next, to enable him to prepare the interrogatories in 
question. 

And the court accordingly, at 12.15 p. m., pending the further exam
ination of Lieutenant Danenhower, adjourned to meet on Wednesday, 
November 1, 1882, at 10.30 a. m. 

TWENTY-THIRD DAY. 

NAVY DEPAF"TMENT, 
Washington, D. C., Wednesdcty, November 1, 1882-10.30 a. m. 

The court met pursuant to the adjournment of Monday, October 30. 
Present, Oommodore William G. Temple, United States Navy, presi

dent; Oapt. Joseph N. Miller, United States Navy, Oommander Fred
erick V. McNair, United States Navy, members; and Mastel' Sameel O. 
Lemly, United States Navy, judge-advocate. 

The record of the proceeuings of Monday, October 30, 1882, the 
twenty-second day of the inquiry, was then read and approved. 

The court was then, by tbe request of the judge-advocate, cleared for 
deliberation, and afterwards reopened. 

Lieutenant J.W. DANENHOWRR, the witness under examination, then 
came in, and his examination by the judge-ad vocate was continued, as 
follows: 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCA'l'E. Before quitting the wreck of the' 
Jeannette did you expect to encounter a hundred miles of open water 
before reaching the coast 1 If yea, upon what did you gronnd yonI' ex
pectations "? 

The WITNESS. Before quitting the Jeannet.te I expec~ed to enCOU!ltm' 
from fifty to sixty miles of' open wilter. The impreSSIOn was derlyed 
from what I h:ld beard and what I had read. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. How much did you actually ell
counter~ 
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The WITNESS. Auout 90 miles; that is, the nearest PQint of the delta 
is about 90 miles from Semenov Island. , 

Questi"on by th€ JUDGE-ADVOCATE. What was the pbysical condition 
of the ship's company on leaving Semenov Island 1 

'l'he WITNESS. The physical ,condition of the w~ale-boat par~y was 
good; also that of too remainder o~ the people, w~th the follow~ng ex
ceptions: Mr. Dunbar had been sIck, and was s~Id to be sUQJect to 
heart disease. The seaman Peter Johnson was swk the day before we 
left. My left eye was disabled and the right one covered with a dark 
glass. The others were in fair condition. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Where and when was the wooden 
dinghy aba,ndoned, and wh,yf 

The' WITNESS. The wooden dinghy had been used by the road-mak
ers until before reaching Bennett Island. I think she was leaking very 
badly and was considered of no further nse, so she was cut up and 
equally divided among the tents for fuel, to save the a:cohol that re
mained. 'l'his was done, as I remember, about the 20th of .July. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCA'l'E. Give the latitude and longitude 
of any point established on Bennett Island "1 

The WITNESS. The latitude and longitude of Cape E'mma, the SOuth
east point of the island, was established by the commanding officer, 
and stated in onler of' August 5, given to Mr. Melville, as latitude 760 

38' N. and longitude 1480 20' E. 
Question uy the .JUDGE-ADVOCATE. How many days' rations were on 

hand on the 21st day of August, when the provisions were divided up 
among' the boats '~ 

Tbe Wrl'NEss. About twenty days' provisions on the ration of a 
pound and a balf of pemmican per day perman. There was tea for 
twenty-five days. There was also a can of ham, and in our boat one quart 
of whisky and one quart of brandy, as medical stores, which were con
sumed during the gale, and gave two drinks, of two ol111ces, to, each 
man. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. How many days' rations were on 
board when you took your departure from Fadt;jowski Island~ 

The WITNESS. On August 31, when I left Fadejowski Island, we had I 

but ten days' provisions, diminished rations. 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. How many days' provisions had 

you on board when the wbale-boat landed, September 16'~ 
The WITNESS. About four days' provisions, on the ration established 

immediately after the separation, which I think was three-quarters of 
a pound of pemmican pel' day per man. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCA'l'E. From what date was Passed As
sistant EngineI' Melville so sick as to be llnable to do duty and when 
did he convalesce sufficiently to resume duty"? - , . 

The WITNESS. On Wednesday, September 28, Mr. Melville addressed 
the party, stating that he and I thought the scurvy was among us. He 
recomlllended cheerfulness and cleanliness, and stated that I would be in 
charge of the police and administration during his sickness. On Octo
ber 3, the condition of the par~y had improved, and I suggested turning 
over the whale-boat and securmg her for the winter, at which he said he 
woul.d go down. He w:ent down and took charge,and I assisted in 
turmng over the boat WIth the men. From the time of leaving "Mud 
Hill" camp, on Satl1rday,.Sel?tember 17, he was very much disabled, but 
I alwa:y:s acknowledge~ hun III command of the party. I had charge 
III loaelln,g and unloadmg the boat, in steering her, and managing her 
under saIl and oars. 
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Question by the JUDGE-.ADVOCATE. From what day and place do you 
date the commencement of the active search for the parties in the first 
and second cutters ~ 

The WI'l'NESS. The first acti,e search was commenced on Friday, 
October 14, when I went to Kusmah's house to request him to spread 
the news on his way to Bulun, and when I retutiJed with Spiridon to 
the village of .Arii, to make arrangements to get to Barkin, which was 
stated to be fifty versts northeast of Kusmah's house. On October 16 
and 17 I went with a native to an island they call Myok, at which place 
they expected to find traces of the partJ. We were unable to reach the 
island on acconnt of the thin ice, and we were unable to proceed to 
to the northward for the same reason, as the ice at the mouths of the 
streams was broken and too thin for sledding. The native would not 
g'o north, saying, that there were no houses and no people there, and 
that the young ice was too thin for slectding. Previous to this active 
efiort the natives were all informed as clearly as possible of the two 
missing crews, and in fact from the very first day we met them. 

Question by the JUDGE-.ADvOCA1'E. You have stated that on the 
evening of September 12, it was reported to ;yon that Lieutenant De 
Long was making a signal, as if he desired the boats to separate. What 
do you suppose his o~ject to be in desiring a separation? 

The WITNESS. The state of the weather at the time, and all the cir
cumstances demanded that each boat should look out for itself, as iu 
reducing sail and rnanreuvering to keep together it would very much 
endanger the safety of the boats, and I understood his signaling to be, 
"Make the best of your way," which, under the circumstances, would 
have been natural. 

Question by the JUDGE-.ADVOCATE. ,Vhat kind of weather were the 
two cutters making when you last saw them ~ 

The WITNESS. During the afternoon it was remarked in our boat 
that the second cutter seemed to be doing better than the whale-boat. 
The second cutter was well fitted with weather cloths. The first cutter 
was sailing almost dead before the wind, and several times during the 
afternoon the sail jibed over; but she seemed to be doing as well as the 
wbale-boat, because the latter was very much trimmed by the stern, 
and was constantly shipping seas over the port quarter. 

Question hy the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. ,Vas it possible, then, for the 
boats to relieve or assist each other"/ 

The WITNESS. In my judgment, it would have been exceedingly 
dangerous to have attempted anything of the kind, but in case of'such 
a disaster it would have been our duty to have tried it, eyen at such a 
risk, had we seen one of the other boats swamping. 

Question by the JUDGE-.ADVOCA1'E. If you had taken sixty days' 
rations when you left tbe ship, bow would you, with your Imowledge at 
that time, have conducted the retreat ~ 

The WITNERS. I should have reached tbe coast water as quickly as 
possible, and then decided my movements according to the state of the 
weather and the condition of the party. If the weather were good, as 
it is during the months of July and .August in that region, I should 
have gone to Behring's Straits to meet a whaler, _or a relief ship, IV hich 
was expected during that year. 

Question by the ,TUDGE-.ADVOCA1'E. Han you allY cbarge to lay or 
special commendation to offer concel'l1ing any offieel' or man conneetetl 
with the Jeannette expedition-first, as to the condition of the' eSRel 011 

y:our departure from San Francisco; second, her ma,llagement up to the 
tIme of ber loss; third, her loss; fourth, the proYi,~ionR made and plans 
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adopted for the several boats' crews aft~r leaving the wreck; fifth, ~he 
efforts made by the various officers to, lllsure the safety. of th~ partIes 
under their charge and for the relief of the other partIes; sIxth, the 
general conduct and merits of each and all the officers and men of the 
expedition? . 

The \VITNESS. I Wave no charge to make agamst any officer or any 
person cOllllected with the expedition. I. believe that e,TerJ: person did 
his beRt. As far as special commendatIOn, I would mentIOn Seamen 
Nindemann and Noros also Seaman Herbert Leach and first-class fire
man James H. Bartlett, as well as Seamen Henry D. Warren and John 
Cole. The above-named were the leading men during the retreat. 

Examination by the COURT: 
Question by the COURT. Did the doctor discharge you from the sick 

list when you first asked him to do so, on the day of the wreck? 
The WITNESS. No sir; I first asked the doctor to put me on light duty, 

in the month of March, 1881, and again the day the silip was crushed. 
The next morning he told me that the captain had consented, and I re
plied that I had done some work in anticipation of it. I was not dis· 
~harged from the the sick list, as the doctor, considered it necessary to 
examine my eyes twice a day particularly, and apply counter- irritants; 
this was continued until tbe date of the separation. 

Question by the COUR'l'. What was the. condition of your eyes from 
the time of the separation of the boats until you started for home '{ 

The WITNESS. Durmg the gale and the time we resided at the village 
of Geeomovialocke my eyes did very well, and I could protect the right 
one with a dark glass, the left being bandaged. They continued to do 
well untill the latter part of December, when I was unable to wear a 
glass. On the journey between Verkerallsk and Yakutsk I was obliged 
to go without a glass, on account of tIle breath freezing on them con
stantly: but the right eye did not break down until my arrival at Ir
kutsk, January 27,1882. I had caught a severe coldon thejourney there 
while sleeping in the sled. At Irkutsk I overtaxed my eyes by writing 
in answer to dispatches recei,-ed from this country, and was confined 
sixteen days in a dark room before being able to travel. When I answered 
the telegram and asked to go back in the steamer Lena, the oculist re
ported that Illy eyes would be well in a few days. 

Question by the COURT. Was the subject of your ability to. resume 
duty again discussed between yourself and the commallding officer after 
the 8th of August ~ 
. The WITNESS. Yes, sir; once in the "Ten Day" camp· I had a long 
mterview with the captain in his tent" am1 he said as long ~s the surgeon 
recommended me to remain on the sick list that I should stay there. 

Question by the OOURT. How was fresh water obtained for use in the 
boats"? 

The WITNESr:;. vV?rkiug in the ice, we always stopped for meals, and 
took snow from the hIghest places. About tile 15th of August it became 
the CUSW.1ll to fill the cookiug utensils with snow on first breaking camp, 
for we Illight be ill large ponds of water, and unable to get snow at meal 
ho.urs. .That WllS also.the custom on leaving the islands, to fill up every 
thmg WIth SllOW; but It required five or six buckets of snow to make one 
bucket of water, al~d during the gale the snow became salty from the 
water that dash~d mto the boat, so. we were without fresh water a few 
h?urs ~ft~r leaY~ng Se?lenov Island, and the two drinks of liquor were 
gIven m heu of It, untIl we reached the brackish water of the delta. 

Question hy the COURT. You h:we stated that the island of Kotelnoi 
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was recommended by the commanding officer as a point for touching 
at. How was it, then, that he steered to the southward when you came 
to open water 'I 

The WI1'NESS. There is a large shoal between Kotelnoi and Fade
jowski. It was necessary to steer to the southwest to get around the 
shoal, and the statement about the rendezvous recommended by the 
captain is based upon what Mr. Chipp stated as his reason for stand
ing that way for Kotelnoi Island. Mr. Ohipp further stated t.hat he 
passed very close to a sllOal that was thickly covereu with heavy drift
wood. 

Question by the OOUR1'. Did Mr. MelvillB desire you to take charge 
of the boat on the evening of September 12? If so, how long did you 
retain charge of her~ 

'l'he WITNESS. He did tell me to go ahead and Jay the boat to, and 
I was the only person in the boat who g'ave an order until 4.40 p. m. 
on September 13, ,vhen, after shipping the rudder, I called Mr. Mel
ville and suggested that we get under way, stand to the westward, and 
haul up to the south-southwest when the sea went down. He told me to 
go ahead, and I got the boat under way and conned her until she reached 
the ohare. I ~lways consulted with him in particular matters and al
ways acknowledged him in command of the party by authority of the 
captain's order. I carried the watch and the two charts and shaped 
every course. 

Question by the OOURT. Were any dates or localities given in the 
communications received from Noros and Nindemann ~ 

The WITNESS. There were none in the first communication, except 
dates. In the second communication there are a num bel' of places given. 
They wcre strange to us, as they were not named on our charts. I 
learned from the natives that they had met Kusmah at the ~'Seven 
Houses" on Ku l\'[ark Surk, which they said was 140 versts from his 
house and 90 verst.s from Bulun. The locality of the captain's party 
was not clearly mentioned in their paper, and I considered it best at 
the time to get in communication with the two men and start the relief 
from Bulun, which was nearer to the location of the captain's party and 
at which there were abundant resources. 

Question by the OOURT'. Where were the twelve teams of dogs pro
cured from with which your party was provided on the 3d of Novem
ber, and could they have been provided sooner than they were '? 

The WITNESS. They were provided from the villages of Mensehurkoff, 
Geeomovialocke, and Arii; and, also, there were some strangers, whom 
I had never seen before, but who came from the immediate vicinity of 
Geeomovialocke. I thin k the sleds could have been provided some days 
before had there been a l{nssian officer to order them, for about the 20th 
of October there were natives who came to our yillage from other places, 
and before Kusmah returned from Bulun several parties had corne, thus 
showingtbat the sledding season was good at that time. 

Question by the COURT. State in what spirits the officers and men 
were at the various times during the cruise. 

The WITNESS. The spirits of the officers and men were generally 
very good, with a few exceptions. At times some would show signs of 
very low spirits, but they were generally in good spirits. and hopeful. 
After the ship was crushed the men worked steadily and well, and at 
times the camp was very cheerful, although at the time of leaving 
Fadejowski Island some were looking anxiously to the fnture few days; 
for we knew that the young ice might form at any time and bar our 
progress to the Lena River. Particular enthusiasm was manifested 
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the day we commenced the retreat i also on . Bennett Island, when th(1 
captain addressed the party and named the dIscovery .. It was followed 
by three cheers, and then another three cheers and a tIger for the cap
tain. 

Qnestion by the COURT. During the gale on September 13,1881 
what would have been the probable result had yon not rOllnded to and 
riddln by the drag which you constructed ~ 

The WITNESS. If the boat had been able to stand all night with the 
wind and sea on the port quarter head about south, she would hav(1 
probably fetched in to the eastward of the delta, but in my judgment 
she could not have been steered successfully through the gale. We 
had the usual whaleboat-rudder, and had decided not to t.ake the steer
ing-oar on account of its weight, and specially fro~l the fact that it 
would have been impossible for a man to have stood III the stern sheets: 
and steer, because they were crowded with passengers. Before leav
ing the steering oar I consulted with Mr. Dunbar, who was a whale
man of thirty years' experience, and he agreed with me t,hat it was best 
to leave the steering-oar and to take t.he rudder, because the steering
oar could not be used in such a crowde(l boat, amI the chances were 
that we would have no use for it. I think the boat would not have 
lived through the gale except riding head to sea to a drag. 

Question by the COUR1'. When navigating in the boats were you able 
to make signals to each other, and, if so, what means were used ~ 

The WITNESS. On September 1, when we crossed the large water~ole, 
and were losing sight of Lieutenant Chipp's boat, I asked Mr. Melville 
if there was any system adopted by which we could communicu,te with 
the captain, because I wanted to ask if we could wait for the second 
cutter before entering the lead. ¥r. Melville said that there was ll()o 

such system, and to the best of my knowledge none was subsequently 
adopted. ' 
. And the court then, at 12.10 p. m., took a r~cess until 12.40 p. m., at 

which time it reconvened, with all the members, the judge-advocate, 
and the witneHs under examination, present_ 

The examination by the court was then continued as follows: 
Question by the COURT. ,Vhat was the temperature, generally, during 

the retreat, ~ State fully the ranges of the thermometer. 
I The WITN~SS. The temperature ranged, I should judge, from 280 to 
400 Fa~renheIt. The weather was generally cold, as the melting process 
was g0ll1g on all the time, except at night, when the yonngice sometimes 
formed. 

Question by the COURT. Before starting on the retreat after the loss 
of the vessel, was there any cOllsultation of the officers held as to the 
course to be pursued ~ 

The WITNESS. To the best of my knowledO'e there was no consulta
tion ~e:d until we reached BeI;lllett Island. °During onr stay there I 
wa:s ll1tormed that a eon~u1tatIOn was held between Captain De Long 
(Lleute~ant De Long), LIeutenant Chipp, and Chief-Engineer Melville. 

QuestIOn OJ.' the ~OURT. ~o .you kuow of any instructions given by 
the commandll1g o~cer prOVI~ll1g for the separation of the boats, be
yond the cop,), of hIS onler whIch was furnished to you by Mr. Melville. 

The WITNESS. It was stated at the time that the intention ,,{as to 
reach Barkin, which was marked with winter huts of seal-hunters .. It 
was thought we would g~t a pilot there, and pro(~eed to Sagastyr, at 
the north month of the I'lver. Sagastyr had winter huts marked also 

. and the place marked "signal stone" or "siO'nal station" was als~ 
marked on the charts as near Sagastyr. ~ 
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Question by the COURT. After the sinking of the ship, did you at any 
time thiok there was unnecessary delay in endeavoring to reach the 
land? If so, state fully the time and circumstances. 

The WITNESS. I thought at the time we should have pushed more 
rapidly south, and that the dela~T at Bennett Island and at Semel10v 
Island was not advisable; also, that our visit to Fadejowski and Kot
elnoi Islands was not advisable. 

Question by the COURT. Were not the delays you mention necessary 
to the recnperation of the parties and repairs to the boats? 

The WI'I'NESS. No, sir; the boats could be repaired on the ice, and 
the party was in very good condition on arriving at Bennett Island
better than when they left. 

Question by the COURT. Yon have stated that if you had been in com
mand on the 13th of September yon would have tried to get out at once. 
If you had succeeded, what would have been your course afterward? 

The WITNESS. Put the ship in winter quarters on the coast of Siberia, 
as nearly south of Wrangel Island as possible; to have explored the 
Siberian coast to the westward, and, if the circumstances would have 
permitted, to have sent out parties to the northward to reach V\Trangel 
Island, which was a little more than 100 miles from the nearest point of 
the coast. I understood that the captain had expressed the intention 
of retnrning to the Siberian coast to winter. 

The judge· advocate then put the following question: 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. How do you so understand V 
The WI'l.'NESS. I was told that it was in the last communication sent 

to the Secretary of the Navy. 
(Thejlldge-advocate objecterl to this testimony as heresay.) 
The WITNESS. I have no further knowledge of the matter. 
Neither the court nor the judge-advocate desired further to examine 

this witness, and there being no further questions to ask him, the judge
advocate proceeded to read to him his testimony. 

At 1.30 p. m., the court, pending the further reading of the testimony 
of the witness, adjournerl to meet to-morrow, the 2rl day of November~ 
at 10 It. m. 

TWENTY-FOURTH DAY. 

NAVY DEPARTMENT, 
W(tshington, D. C., Thursdny, November 2, 1882-10.30 a. BI. 

The court met pursuant to the adjournment of yesterday. 
Present, Commodore William G. Temple, United States Navy, presi

dent; Capt. Joseph N. Miller, United States Navy, Commander Frede
rick V. McNair, United States Navy, members; and Master Samnel C. 
Lemly, United States Navy, judge·advocate. . . . 

The judge·advocate then stated that the record of tlte proceedlllgs of 
yesterday, Wednesday, November 1,1882, the twenty-third day of the 
inquiry, was not :yet ready, and asked to have its reading deferred7 

which request the court granted. 
Lieut. J. W. DANENHOWER came in, and the judge-advocate pro

ceeded with the reading of his testimony until 12 m., when the court 
took a recess until 12.30 p. m., and then reconvened, with all the mem
berR, the j ndge-advocate, and the witness, present. 

The reading of the testimony of the witness then continned until 2 
p. m., when the conrt adjourned to meet to morro,": Novem hrI' :3, 1882J 

at 10 a. m. 
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TWENTY-FIFTH DAY. 

NAVY DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, D.O., Friday, November 3,1882-10 a. m. 

The court met pursuant to the adjournment of yesterday. 
Present, Oommodore William G. Temple, United States Navy, presi. 

dent; Oapt. Joseph N. Miller, United States Navy, Oommander Frede· 
rick V. McNair, United States Navy, members; and Master Samuel C. 
Lemly, United States Navy, judge-advocate.' . 

The witness Lieut. JOHN W. DANENHOWER, then came Ill, and the 
judge.advocat~ completed the reading of his testimony for correction. 

The record of the proceedings of Wednesday, November 1, and Thurs· 
day, November 2, the twenty-third and twenty·fourth d:=tys of the.in. 
quiry was read and approved by the court~ and the WItness, havmg 
then had all his testimony read to him, desired to make the following 
corrections, viz: 

On page 15, line 3:3, change" December 18" to "December 28, 1878." 
On page 16, line 34, change the words "new cylinder and boilers" to 

." new cJ lindrical boilers." 
On page 35, line 10, insert the words "of the" between the words 

"timber heads" and the word" starboard." 
On page 47, line 40, after the word" west," add the word" magnetic." 
On page 5~, line 9, insert the words "floating" before the word 

H piece." 
On page 54, line 39, strike out the word" snug-." 
On page 61, line 28, change October 12 to October 2, 
On page 66, line 25, change the word" January"tothe word "June."· 
With these corrections made, the witness pronounced bis testimony 

to be correct. 
The president of the court t,hen, at the request of the judge-ad;ocate, 

instl'ucted the witness to consider himself subject to recall in the event 
of developments in the inquiry which Rhould make it necessary. The 
witness then withdrew. 

The court then, at 12 m., took a recess until 12.30 p. m., and on re
convening at that time, with all the members and the judge-advocate 
present, adjourned to meet to-morrow, the 4th day of November, 1882, 
at 10.30 a. m. 

TWENTY-SIXTH DAY. 

NAVY DEPARTMENT, 
VVashington, D. G., Saturday, November 4, 1882-10.30 a. m. 

Tb,e court met pursuant to the adjournment of yesterday. 
Present, Oommodore W:illiam G: Temple, United States Navy, presi. 

d~nt; Oapt. J~seph ~. MIller, Umted States Navy, Oommander Fred
erICk V. McNall', Umted States Navy members' and Master Samuel 
C. Lemly, United States Navy, judge-~dvocate. ' 

tb
The recorfidfof the proceed~ngs .of yesterday, Friday, November 3, 1882, 
e twenty- th day of the mqmry, was read and after making correc· 

tions of clerical errors, approved. " 
The judge-advocate then offered! and the court accepted, 'as evidence 

. ~ .These .correc~ions were, by direction of the judge-advocate, made in the places 
mclIcated m red mk, and are here inserted in brackets, 
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the following orig'inal, letters and document~, each of which was re:1l1 
a,loud, and certified copies the.reof were appended to the record, as fol
lows: 

Lieut. Georg'e W. De Long's report to the Hon. R. W. Thompson, 
Secretary of the Navy, dated August 4, 1879, at Ounalashka Alaska, 
(Exhibit C C). 

Lieut. George W. De Long's report t,o the Hon, R,.W. Thompson, 
Secretary of the Navy, dated August 26, 1879, at St. Lawrence Bay, 
Siberia (Exhibit D D). 

Lieut. Charles W. Chipp's report to Lieutenant De Long of the gen
eral routine from the 6th to the 30th of September, 1879 (Exhibit E E). 

List of articles of boat outfit June 17, 1880 (Exhibit F F). 
Station Bill, in case of fire or accident to ship, winter of 1880-'81 

(Exhibit G G). 
And the court then, 11.50 a. m., adjourned to meet on Monday, the 6th 

day of November, 1882, at 10.30 a. m. 

TWENTY-SEVENTH DAY. 

NAVY DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, D.O., 11Ionday, November 6, 1882-10.30 a. m. 

The court met pursuant to the aajourument of Saturday. 
Present, ComIllodore -William G. Temple, United States Navy, presi

dent; Capt. Joseph N. Miller, United States Navy, Oommander Fred
erick V. McNair, United States Navy, members; and Master Samuel C. 
Lemly, United States ifavy, judge-advocate. 

The record of the proceedings of Saturday, November 4,1882, the 
twenty-sixth day of the inq lliry, was then read and approved. 

Chief Engineer GEORGE W. MELVILLE, United States Navy, was 
then called as a witness, and having been sworn according to law by 
the president of the conrt, testified as follows: 

Examination by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE: 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Please state your name and 

rank. 
The WITNESS. Name, George Wallace Melville; chief engineer, United 

States Navy. 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. To what vessel and to what 

special service were you last attached "? 
The WITNESS. The Arctic steamer Jeanuette, on a cruise to the Arctic 

Ocean. 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. 'Vhen and where did you join 

the Jeannette, and what service, if any, did you perform in that vessel 
prior to hAr being specially fittell out for an Arctic expedition 1 

The WI1'NESS. I joined the ship at Mare Island, Ca.Iifornia, in the 
latter part of April, under the Department's order of April 4, 1879. I 
have lost the order and indorsement, and do not know the exact date. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Was your assignment to that 
vessel made wit,h your consent? 

The WITNESS. Yes, sir. 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. What duty, if any, did you per

form in conneetion with the fitting out of the Jeannette for tIl at service 
at Mare Island navy-yard '/ 
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The WITNESS. I attended to the fitting of the engines and the supply-
ing of her stores in the engineer department. . ' . 

Question by the JUDGE·ADVOCA'l'E. State III detaIl what alteratIons 
and repairs were made in the engineer department under your super 
vision. 

The WITNESS. The completion of a pair of boilers, the general ov~r
hauling of the engines, the fitting of two new st~alJ?-:alves to the mam 
enO'ine a new auxiliary pump, and fitting of a (hstIllmg apparatus. 

Que~tion by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Was eve~ything done i~ the 
way of repairs and alterations and all stores prOVIded for the engmeer 
department that were necessary to make the ship, as far as possible, 
adapted to Arctic exploration ~ 

The WITNESS. Yes sir. In mentioning the amount of work that I 
had done there, I omitted to state that there were four additional com
position propeller blades cast and fitted on the ship. . 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Did you express yourself to any 
one as dissatisfied with the general fittings and strength of the shiPt 
or did you express yourself as satisfied with them ~ , 

The WITNESS. I expressed myself as satisfied with aU her fittings 
and her strength. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Give a narrative account of the 
voyage and management of the Jeannette from the day of her leaving 
San Francisco to that of her loss, referring to the log-books of that vessel 
for the dates, and to any notes you may yourself have made at the times 
enumerated. 

The WITNESS. We left San Francisco on the 8th of July, 1879, the 
ship and her appurtenances operating well, meeting with no accident. 
We anchored, owing to a fog, to the southward of the Aleutian Islands. 
After the fog cleared away, we got under wny again, and arrived at the 
port of Ounalashka, in the island of Ounalashka, without accident. At 
Ounalashka we coaled the ship and took aboard a lot of skin clothingt 
or skins to make clothing. After coaling the ship and receiving the 
stores, we sailed from Ollnalashka and arrived at the harbor of St. 
Michael'" Oll August 12, and there awaited the arrival of the schooner 
Fanny A. Hyde, which was to bring .us additional coal and supplies. 
The Fanny A. Hyde arrived on Monday, August 18, and the same day 
we commen·ced to remove the coal and supplies to the Jeannette. We 
sent a lot of our skins on shore at St. Michael's and had them made into 
clothing. On August 2l we received as much of the coal amI stores as 
we could conveniently carry. The ship was got under way, bound to 
St. Lawrence Bay. During the passage we had a gale of wind that 
lasted from Saturday, Augnst 23, about noontime, until 8 a. m. in the 
morning of the 24th, about. The ship was loaded pretty deep, and 
behaved very well, after the engines were slowed down. Before the 
engines were slowed down, she took considerable sea on board. 

We arrived at St. Lawrence Bay on the afternoon of August 25. The 
schooner Fanny A. Hyde arrived, with the remainder of the supplies and 
coal, ~ugust 26, at St. Lawreuce Bay. August 27, we commenced dis· 
chargmg s~hooller's stores, supplies, and coal into the Jeannette; that 
same eV~lllng we went to sea and towed the schooner to sea with ns, 
and ou.tslde the bay cast her adrift.. After separating from the schooner 
the ShIP stood t? the northward, through the straits. After passing 
through the straIts we stood westward, along the coast until we came 
up with a native viIla~e, on the afternoon of August 29. We came to 
anchor the same evelllng, and the commandinO' officer went on shore to 
make inquiries with regard to the whereabout~ of NordenskjOld's ship. 
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He returned the same eYening, and hrought a party of natives with bim. 
Onlthe morning of August 30 we got under way, and stood to the west
ward_ We stopped off a settlement, Koljutschin, on August :31. Lieu
tenant Chipp was sent on shore, in charge of a boat, to inquire into the 
whereabouts of Nordenskjold's ship. He returned that same day, having 
found that NordenskjOld's ship had wintered in the immediate vicinity 
of tile place where he landed. This is where we first came up with the ice. 
The ice was loose and scattered at tIlis time. We skirted ou the edge 
the pack to the westward and northward, the ice becoming more dense 
and heavier, and head~d us off more to the northward and eastward. 
We skirted along' the"ice until Herald lsland bore to the westward of 
us. This. was about September 1. The ship was worked through the ice 
in anum ber of lanes of water, trying to ma.ke to the north ward and west
ward as far as tIle ice would permit. The ice about this time was very 
heavy, being full of lanes and open leads, leading in every direction, but 
tbe pack proper extended from the southwest toward the northeast. 
About September 5, the ship was forced into the ice as far as she could 
go to the westward, and anchored to the floe that night. We passed 
through open lanes of water and some young ice that had made.' The 
ship forced her way through the young' ice. The pack was all in motion 
at this time, to the eastward of us, and as we passed through it closed 
hehind us. There were open holes and leads of water to the westward, 
which we were endeavoring to reach. 

On September 6, the young ice commenced to make around ns, and 
freeze fast to the old pack that had been loose, cementing the whole 
mass, so that it was impossible to move t.he ship. Lieutenant De Long 
said to me at this time that he would put the ship to the westward, in 
hopes of boring' through the ice and making the east coast· of Wrangel 
Land. Wrangel Land, by this time, was in sight. He also stated that 
it wa.s his intention to work along the coast-water of Wrangel Land to 
the northward; ill case we could not get the ship further northward, to 
attempt 8ledding along the land, when the sledding season set in, if 
Wrangel Land was a continent, as he had been led to suppose. At this 
time the general routine of the ship was carried on from day to day. 
As soon as the ice set hard enough around the ship, the people kicked 
foot-ball, raised a bear or two, and had a hear hunt. All things were 
cheerful and happy about the ship. I think about this time we found 
that the ship was drifting to the northwest. Between the 7th and 9th 
of September there was a good deal of motiou of the ice in the immedi
ate vicinity of the ship, under-running the main fioe, and coming in COIl

tact with the body of the ship, which made a list to starboard. About 
September 9, the ship was pretty severely nipped, making her groan 
and strain considerably, hut showing no damage in the way of leaks. 
She was pressed so badly as to start tile oakum and pitch out of her 
deck· seams. A bucket of water standing' on tile ship's deck would be 
jarred and disturb~cl so as to make the \vater run over the top of the 
bucket onto the deck. About the 10th or 11th the ice was so much in 
motion that we found it necessary to unship the rudder to save its being 
wrenched and carried away. Masthead tackles were got to th~ mast
head to try and right the ship, which was so firmly held by the Ice that 
we found it impossihle to bring her back again to an e\Ten keel. On 
September the 13th Lieutenant Chipp was sent in charge of a sled party 
to try to make a landing at Herald Island; the party cOllsist~d of Lieu
tenant Ohipp, myself, Mr. Dunbar, the ice pilot, and the Indian Al~xy, 
the team of eight dogs, and ten day's provisions. TIle isla~d, at that tu,ne, 
was estimated from 15 to 25 miles distant. We started III the mommg' 
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about 8 o'clock the Indian running ahead, leading the dogs, and con· 
tinued all day l~no' at a dog trot until dark in the evening. 

We came up with another [an *] open lea~ of water, .from 7~O to 1,.000 
yards wide, encircling the island. Not havIllg a boat It was Imposslbl~ 
to cross the water. We turned about and returned toward the ship. 
We camped that night, after returning some 3 or 4 mnes, on our way to· 
ward the ship. The object in getting to He~al~ Island., I was told, w~s 
for the purpose of leaving a record by bl1lldl~g a caIrn, .an.d to see If 
there was any possibility of finding a place to wmter the ShIP Ill. I read 
Mr. Ohipp's orders, and I think this wa~ his orders. I k;now the first 
part was, and I think the second part, III regard .to findIllg a place to 
winter the ship in in case we drifted down on the Island, was also. We 
arrived at the shir) the next morning, Sunday, September 14 .. During 
the time that we were absent from the ship, the ice was drifting Yery 
rapidly to the northwest. It was not considered safe to make a second 
attempt to land on the island by carrying a boat Oil a sled for the pur· 
pose of crossing the water. On the mornillg of the 14th of September 
there was a bear sighted, and a lot of the people left the ship to hunt 
the bear. 

It being Sunday morning, all the men expected to be mustered. Some 
of the people, not coming back in time, were spoken to by the command· 
ing officer for leaving the ship without leave. Among these was Mr. 
OOllins, Nindemann, and others, I do not remember at this time. On 
the 14th or 15th there was a general order issued that no person should 
leave the ship without proper authority, that is, the leave of the com· 
manding officer, or the leave of the executive officer. During the whole 
of this time the ship was still drifting to the northwest on to the north· 
ward and westward of us, or, in other words, we nearly drifted across 
what appeared to be the north face of Wrangel IJand. 

November 1, the winter routine was set up with regard to time for 
meals, exercise OIl the ice, the temperature of the apartments to be main· 
tained, and tbe keeping of watches. 

On or about November 3, the commanding officer directed the medi· 
cal officer of the ship to make a thorough examination of every officer 
and man attached to the ship with regard to his physical condition. 
The examination continued during the winter months only. It took 
place once a week. 
~bou~ N.o\emb~r 6 the ice com~enced to work [break *J up near the 

ShIP, grllldmg as It passed on, passlllg the ship. Early on the morning 
of Novembe~' 6, ~e had to remove the observatory very hurriedly on 
?oard the ShIP, W1t~ al~ the instruments, and carry it on the ship. Dur· 
~ng th~ who~e o~ thlS tIm~, up to November 14, the ice was very much 
III motIOn, grmdmg, crowdmg, and, at times, in all directions. On Noven;I' 
bel' 14, the ice split in halves at the ship and nnder her keel. One half 
?f it dri!ting away fro~ the ship, left the ~ther half of the ship imbedded 
~n the SIde of ~he ?ther III the someJ same *] manner, !'ts though imbedded 
III a mold .. 'Ihe ICe on the front SIde of the ship drifted off about 1,000 
yards. ThIS lead of water wa.s filled with small pieces of drift ice. On 
the 17th and 1.8th of Noyember the ice closed in this lead that was open 
on our po~t SIde, and. on ~he 18th of November the ship was yery 
severel:y mpped. Th~ Ice plIed up on the port side as high as the deck· 
b;ouse SIdes. The ShIP ,:as held [heeled * J over to the starboard at this 
tIme by the pn"ssure of the mass. The ship was severely strained, 

• Correction by wittless. 
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scratched [screeching;;], and groaning in the timbers, and seemed to be 
spewing in the openings of the deck-seams [the calking out oftheseams*]. 
It shook down a good deal of loose matter inside of the ship and the 
bunkers, but the ship sustained no material damage, and showed no 
signs of leaks. I will here state that during a portion of this time I was 
directed by the commanding officer to observe the condition of the in
side of the ship in the coal-bunkers, and in the vicinit;y of the engines, 
and to watch the bilges to see if the ship made any water. 

And the court then, at 12 m., took a recess until 12.30 p. m., at which 
time it reconvened, with all the members, the judge-advocate, and the 
witness under examination, present. 

The witness then contirtued his narrative, in answer to the pending 
question, as follows: 

The WITNESS. November 24, young ice commenced to run down the 
open lead of water and pile up under the bows of the ship, exerting 
pressure between the main floe and the starboard bow of the ship, which 
forced her out of the mold or bed in which she lay. The shin was now 
free from ice, and righted on an even keel to within one or two degrees. 
The ship drifted up the lead, making a complete turn on her center be
fore she brought up with her head toward the floe to the southward and 
eastward. At this time there were large spots of open water in sight, 
but no possible means of getting the ship out of the lead in which she 
lay into any communicating lead. The young ice commenced to form 
about the ship immediately where she lay in this open lead of water. 
On the morning of the 26th November the young ice had made around 
the ship sufficiently strong for the people to run over it, the main floe 
crowding' the young ice together, overlapping or telescoping the young 
ice, and piling it up on the side of the ship, but was doing no material 
damage. Tbis is the last time the ship was free from tbe grasp of the 
ice before she went down. Before this time, the 24th of September, ar
rangements had been made by Lieutenant De Long for the preparations 
to abandon the sbip, in case of accident, and each party was assigned a 
sled, with proper provisions set on the sleds, placed in position on the 
poop-deck ready for arranging [launching *] on the ice. Proper stations 
had been gi,-en the different officers, and the proper members of the 
crew with them, in case of fire or of abandoning the ship. I believe I 
bad six men assigned to me, in which order I was directed to make the 
men fully acquainted with all the duties in extinguishing firc, getting 
at the sleds or boats, cooking-stoves, tents, rifles, and ammunition, in 
case the order was given to abandon the ship. Whe~ sufficient snow 
bad accumulated on the floe, the ship was banked in snow, and the car
penter and his gang, after fitting up tbe deck-house, felted it Oll the in
side to make it as warm and comfortable as possible. The galley on 
deck, in which tbe cook and steward slept, was felted in the same mau
nero December 11, the young ice, in which the ship was imbedded, 
worked under her bows in an east and west direction; the floe-piece 
in which the ship was em bedded apparently standing still, the opposite 
floe· piece running at right angles to the keel of the ship, the floe in 
motion, running under tbe bows, tbe pn:tiecting pieces continu~lly ham
mering at tbe stem-piece and the fore-foot, jarring the ship conslderably, 
but doing her no material damage at this time. 

Christmas time we had a good dinner, and then had the minstrel 
show in tbe deck-house; everybody apparently comfortable and happy. 
Morning of the " New Year" was ushered iu by the ringing of the bell by 
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some of the ship's crew. The men came. aft, and, I believe, g~t some· 
thing to drink. Had a minstrel entei'tamment N~w Year's. mg~lt. I 
would state that from time to time the men's beddmg was aIred III the 
deck-house, and that during the winter routine ~Il hands we,re reqni~ed 
to go on the ice for exercise from 11 o'clock m the morlll~g untIl 1 
o'clock in the afternoon. During this time the doors, sky· lIghts, and, 
generally, windows or hatches. were all. thrown open for the purpos~ of 
thoroughly ventilating the ShIP, meamng the quarters, not the. ShIP'S 
hold. During these hours all the offic~rs and crew w~re reqUIred to 
remain on the ice for two hOllrs, amusmg themselves m a~y manner 
they saw fit. The sick alone were excused. The commandmg officer 
inspected the ship fore and aft, and all the. officers' qua:rters, and qU,ar· 
tel'S occupied by the men, on Sunday mornmg, the medIcal o~cer bemg 
directed to inspect them as often as he saw fit. The executIve officer 
inspected the forecastle every morning. In the mean time sleeping. 
bags had been made, fur clothing had been issued to the officers aRd 
crew, and we were all occupied in fitting our clothing to suit ourselves. 
the men making new moccasins of the seal skins they captured from 
time to time; also, general clothing, jackets, or trowsers, as they saw fit 
to make. 

Between January 10 and 15 there was a great deal of motion in the 
ice, leads making ill nearly all directions, and the ice telescoping and 
.shoving up with a loud, groaning noise, the ice indicating a great mo· 
tion in the pack, This continupd until the 19th or 20th of January, 
At this time the ship was frozen in a drift [solid ~'J bed of ice, the bottom 
of the ship being continually struck and hammered by the ice running 
underneath, where, looking over the surface of the floe, everything 
looked quiescent, and, but for the noise heard in the distance, I would 
hardly have known where the ice was coming from, or what caused the 
thumping at the bottom of the ship. This was caused by the,interlacing 
r overlappi;ng * J or telescoping of the ice, 
. On the morning of the 19th of January the ice comll1t'nced to be 
thrown up in immense masses in all directions, and apparently gradu. 
ally approaching the ship, as if to oyerwhelm her. The ship was in 
the center of a large fioe'piece, and it appeared to be coming in all di· 
~ection", almost in a circle, entirely around the ship. About 2 o'clock 
m the morning water was found running in at the bottom of the ship. 
Previous to this she had received several very severe jars, apparently 
in a fore·and·aft direction, Examination 'Yas made immediately after 
the thumps or ja.rs, but no damage was discoyered until the people 
w,ent below, to ge~ ou~ the coal for the day'" supply. As soon as we 
dIscovered It commg mto the ship all handR were called to man the 
p,umps, and I was directed to get stearn on the ship as quickly as pos· 
sI?le, The fore hl?ld was broken out, and all the provisions removed 
WIthout any ma.tenal damage, except to some flour which was slightly 
?-a~aged on the surface only, the water not extending to any distance 
mSIde the barrel·staves, As soon as we had steam on the boilers the 
pumps were got in operation. vVe found that the water did not fall 
rapidly enough to keep ~he forward part of the ship free from the water, 
the deck h~nd,puJ?P bemg worked during the whole time. A steam 
pump was Imp~ovIsed from ,the Baxter boiler, and one of the" Sewell" 
pum~s taken f~om the engme·room, The Baxter boiler not being of 
suffiCIent capaCIty, steam was let from the main boilers to supply the 
pump then erected in the fore· hold. The water was reduced to such an 
Bxtent that the carpenters could go to work abaft the peak to build a 
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bulkhead to shut off the water and confine it to the peale At this time 
the water was going through the ends of the solid fillings that had been 
'put in the eyes of the ship for strengthening. In addition to coming 
through the timb(lr that had been put in for this purpose, the water 
would find its way around the frames, between the inner and outer skin, 
passing beyond the hulkhearls that had been bu.ilt to confine the water 
to the fore peak. It had become necessary to get rcnt*] the inner ceil
ing or planking of the ship ill places, and to fill the space between the 
frames with plaster of paris, ashes, tallow, oakum, or such stuff' as would 
make a water-tight place betweell the trame8. Thi8 work continued for 
the space of ten days. During all thiS' time the steam-pumps, both fore 
and aft, continued in motioll. .r s~tid at this time that the ship was se
curely frozen ill her bed, allel the dHmag'e done to the fore-foot that 
caused the leak was caused b~' the underrunning ice; that is, the ice in 
which the ship was embedded was not in motion. The ship lay fast in 
her bed, and the running ice rammed her. ' 

From the time that we commenced to till the water-spaces between 
the frames the leak continually decreased. At this time it was not 
possible to put a sail or thru\ll-mat or any such contrivallce uuder the 
bows of the ship to prevent the flow of water. The weather was very 
cold at this time, the ice making rapidly, and as soon as possible an 
effort was made to excavate a dock in the ice down toward the fore-foot. 
This was continued day a.ter day, a little at a time, to admit of the ice 
making' underneath, as the work advanced downward through the ice. 

About January 31, the leak was stopped to such an extent that the 
ship could be kept free by the Sewell pumping' engines, instead of the 
main one. The boiler and engine of the steam cutter were adapted to 
working the bilge-pump attached to the main engine. While this work 
was going' on a second pump in engine-room was kept running all day 
long at a rate of thirty-five strokes per minute. On the trial of the 
steam cutter's engine and boiler it was found that the main engiue 
bilg'e-pump was too large; and a small pump made to suit the size of 
the steam cutter's engine and boiler. By February 9, the leak had 
decreased to such an extent that the ship was kept free b~r running the 
Sewell pump about fifteen minutes during each hour. I would here 
state that the gates ill the water-tight bulkhead had been kept cl08ed, 
and the Sewell pump was used to remove the leakage that passed 
throug'h the water-tight bnlkheadl:!, the Baxter boiler and pump keeping 
the ship free forward iu the fore-bold. The gates. in the water-tigllt 
bulkhead. [Therefore it was discovered that there was a leak in the 
gate whicb was not properly down on its seat. The obstrnct,ion was 
cleared and the gates made tight, and when the water arose to let certain 
heig'ht then the water found its way through the bulkhead. '~l It was 
discovered that there was a leak til rough the bulkhead. Un February 
13, the Sewell pump and boiler got into conditiun, so as to keep the 
ship free from water, and the fire was hauled from the main boiler. I 
will here state that at first the fire was started in both furnaces of the 
main boiler, afterwards reduced to but one furnace, and then but a half 
furnace fire in the main boiler. The pumping was now done entirely 
by the Baxter boiler and pump. The engine attached to' the hand 
bilge-pump, afterward by means of the steam cutter's launch and boiler 
attached to the improvised pump in the engine-room. During this time 
the coal was trimmed out of the bunkers. The spare provisions that 
had been taken out of the hold were put ill the bunkers. Provisions 
that conld not be fitly stored in the bunkers were stored in the deck-

H.Ex.l08-6 
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bo~se on deck. After No,'ember 30, all the water u~ed in the ship was 
distilled, part of the time by means of th~ Baxter b.Oller a!ld part ?f the 
time by means of the steam cut~er's bOlleI'. '" Durmg thl~ ~Ime It W!l8 
impossible to get HUOW and get [ICe to make ] water sufficiently fresh 
for drinking purposes. . 

The COlut, was then, by request of the Judge-advocate, cleared for 
deliberation and afterwards reopened. . . . 

And the court then, at 1.--15 p. m., pendmg the further exammatIOn of 
the witness, adjourned to meet to-morrow, the 7th day of November, 
1882, at 10.30 a. m. 

TWENTY-EIGHTH DAY. 

NAVY DEPARTMENT, 
Wnshington, D.O., Tuesd_ny, No'vember 7, 1882-10.30 a. m. 

The court met pursuant to the adjournment of yesterday. 
Present Commodore Wm. G. Temple, United States Navy, president; 

Capt. Jos~l'h N. Miller, United States Navy, Commander Frederick V. 
McNair, United States Navy, members; and Ma:ster Samuel C. Lemly, 
United States Navy, judge-advocate. 

The judge-advocate then requested tha_ more time be allowed the 
clerk to complete the record of yesterday, which request being granted 
by the court, its reading was deferred. 

Chief Engineer GEORGE W. MELVILLE, United States Navy, the 
witness under examini:\tion, then came in and continued his testimony, 
in answer to the pending question, which was repeated by the judge
ad vocate, as follows: 

Give a narrative account of the voyage and management of the Jean
nette from the date of her leaving San Francisco to that of her loss, reo 
ferring to the log-books of that vessel, when necessary, for dates, and 
to any notes you may yourself have taken at the times enumerated. 

The WITNESS (continuing). The winter passed qnietly and comfort
ably with all hands, and there was nothing of importance occurred 
during the winter more than the usual monotony of the life on board 
ship, besides the usual duties performed, such as taking the hourly ob
servations. The people who could, read most of the time; the officers, 
in particular, read nearly all the time when off duty. After dinner and 
after supper there was the usual conversation among the officers in reo 
gard to politics, religion, and general conversation. The manner and 
tone of the mess, as is customary in most men-of-war officers' messes, 
of a pleasant character throughout,. In fact, there was less disagree
ment among the officers in the Jeannette's mess than in many messes I 
have served in during twenty-one years' service in the Navy. On Sun· • 
day afternoon, when we had a better dinner than usual, it seemed to 
be the desire of the commanding officer, who messed with us to bring 
on a general conversation and to discuss almost anything that would 
come uppermost in oul' thoughts. 

In the first part of the cruise, the captain, the doctor Mr. Oollins and 
Mr. Dun bar, and occasionally Mr. Chipp, would play ~ards for a~use. 
ment. I never played cards; never knew how and don't know now. 
~uring the day-time any person, officer or man, ~ould take their guns, 
nfles or shot-guns, and hunt over the floe for any distance, the only 
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restriction blf'ing to be on ooaid ship at snndown 01' at the droppiuO" of" 
the ball from t.be mast-bead. During tbe winter time tbe hnnters ~hot 
a number of bears. I believe ~Ir. Dunbar was accredit.ed with getting 
the greatest number of bears. Fireman Bartlett and Seaman Ninde. 
mann, being the most persistent hunters, 1 believe, were accrediteo 
with getting the greatest number of seals and walrus. Thp, most of the 
seal and walrus, however, were gotten in the spring and fall. 'When 
spring time approacheil, between the first and middle of March, the Bun 
commenced to get pretty strong; the snow was removed from the ship's 
side, and a trench dug a~l the way around the ship to ease her ill case 
sbe should attempt to rIse. From t.he use of the coal allll provisions 
out of the ship during the winter, if the ship was afloat, she would float 
lighter, and the ice was removed to give her an opportunity to rise in 
the water as sbe would do naturally. In addition to this, in case the 
.ice came in on the ship, this trench would admit the ice underrunning 
her and lifting bel' up instead of crushing in her sides. We found as 
spring approached and the ship loosened in her bed she invariablj' rose 
in tbe water. This was accounted for by the lightening up of the ship 
by the use of the coal and provisions during the winter. About the 18th 
of March the ship had set so far back to the south ward and eastward 
as to bring tbe mountain peaks of Wrangel Land in sight. 1 mention 
tbis fact to show that the drift was not continuously to the northwest; 
that at odd times tbe whole floe was found to be drifting at various 
times to all points of the compass; at times apparently governed by 
the wind, at other times, when calm, we supposed governed by the cur· 
rent. 

During the month of March, 1880, the weather was disagreeable, wit.h 
a great deal of fog. After April 1, the spring and summer routine was 
put in force, such as changing the meal hours, and the compulsory ex· 
ercise on the ice was discontinued. The weather being fine, it was 
natural to suppose that people would take sufficient exercise to maintain 
good bodily health. In the spring tinn the store-rOOllS were broken 
out and all accumulations of ice removed. During the first part of 
April, 1880, the hand bilge-pump was removed from forward and placed 
in the fire-room hatch aft; the ship being by the stern, the water ran 
aft and was more readily removed by the after pump, the flood-gates 
being left open for the pnrpose. What little water had accunmlated in 
the forward part of the ship was pumped out by the bilge-pump that 
remained forward. About this time the forward deck-house was re
moved and many of the stores that had been removed from the fore
hold the previous winter, at the time the ship 3prung a leak, were reo 
stowed below. 

I will here state that I had orders from the commanding officer to 
attend the heating of the quarters of the officers and men, and the order 
of the commanding officer was, during the winter time, to maintain a 
temperature of 600 Pahrenheit as steadily as possible. In order to save 
coal and relieve the crew of as much labor as possible, during the 
month of April we made a wind·mill, 12 feet in diameter, which was 
mounted on the briJge, and when tbe wind blew at the rate of 4 or 5 
miles an hour it kept the ship free, the flood-gates being open forward 
to admit all the water running aft. 

Toward the latter part of May the fires in all the stoves, both .in t~e 
forecastle and in the cabin, were discontinued between the hours of 9 
a. m. aad 6. p. m. To avoid the expenditure of coal in the galley the tea 
water was heated at the cabin and forecastle stoves. Toward the 1st 
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of J"une the uecks were cleared up, the ship was painted, the running. 
gear attended to, and the ship gotten ready for sea. 

Toward the 1st of July 1880, long lanes of water commenced to make 
in all directions but no~e leading directly in to the ship. It was im· 
possible to trav~l more than a mile i!l any ui~ec~ion without the use of 
a uoat or. as the hunters managed It, by pactdlmg across the leads of 
water ~n a piece of ice. Abo~lt: ~his t:ime ~r. Ohirp and the comman~. 
ino' officer discussed the possibilIty of blastmg' the ICe between the ShIP 
an~l the nearest lead in which the ship could be worked. " 

And the court, then, at 12 Ill., took a recess until 12.30 p. m., at which 
time it reconvened, with all the memuers, the judge·advocate, aud the 
witness under examination present. 

And the witness continued his allswer to the pending question, as 
follows: 

I was present at this lliscnssioll, altllOugh 1 did not take part in the 
discnssion, and the conclusion they came to was that there was not sq{· 
ficient powder in the ship to effect this; Mr. Ohipp jocularly remarking 
that it would take a ship load of powder. Mr. Ohipp was directed. to 
make torpedos of small kegs. He improvised fuses and insulated wire 
for torpedo purposes, to be used with what powder we had, provided 
the leads made closer to the ship. Later in the season the ice thawed 
astern of us, making a short lead nearly at right angles to the line of 
the ship, but not leading into any of the main leads. The ship's fore· 
foot was resting on a large sunken floe piece, which it was supposed;1t 
the time might strain the ship and open the old wound in her forefoot. 
An effort was made to heave the ship astern into the open water, recourse 
being made to saws and other devices to remove the ice from around 
the body of the ship, on both beams and under her counters. Immense 
masses of icE' were moyed in this mauneI', the people working up to 
their waists in water. Finally the ship was hoy(\ astern a short 
distance, the large floe piece rising under her bows. The ship settled 
down nearly to all even keel, and the leak ill the bow was watched 
closely and found to increase considerably. As there was still a piece 
of ice under her forefoot, it wus considered best to let the ship lay as 
she was. During the summer time the carpenter's force altered the 
shape of the deck·house, fitting it o\'er the forecastle hatch and sky· 
light for the purpose of making it warmer and drier. The doctor took 
the psychrometer a number of times during the day. During the first 
winter., \\'h~1I t~e ship leaked badly, the forecastle was very wet, be· 
canse III fillIng III tLe space between the frames and fitting ill the water· 
tigh~ bulk~ead, the forecastle deck being below the water line, the wa· 
tel' found Its own level above the forecastle deck, and at times ran 
along over the deck, but as soon as the leak was snfficiently stopped 
the water was allowed to flow aft to the pumps and this relieved the 
forecastle of a great deal of its moisture. At all times there was a 
reg?lar record kept by the surgeon of the ship during the whole of the 
Cl'l:lse, also the tests for carbonic acid gas in the living apartments of 
officers and men. She was damp in proportion to ordinary ships, but 
from what I have read of other Arctic ships I think she could be con· 
sidered very dry. 

Toward t~le l~tter part of August, when the stern of the ship was 
freed from ICe, "he propeller was raiseu and examined and returned to 
its place, and all preparations made with ship and engines to get under 
way in case the floe broke up. About the 15th of September the deck· 
ho.use was er~cted over the !orward part of the ship and covered. with 
SaIls and awnrngs for the Will tel', and the pemmican removed from the 
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lower hold and stowed in the deck· house for emergencies. The crew's 
knapsacks and spare clothing, the tents, the cook.stoves, and all the 
small gear intended for the retreat in case of fire or disaster to the 
ship w'ere always kept on deck, or in a convenient plaqe to be passed 
over the ship's side onto the ice; the alcohol alone being stowed be· 
Idw uncler the main hatch for safety. At times some of the alcohol was 
stowed on the spar deck and covered with a tarpaulin, but as soon as 
some of the cans were found to be punctured and leaking they were 
stowed under the main hatch. 

November 1, the winter routine was put in force, induding the cus· 
tomary exercise on the ice and the examination of the officers and crew 
by the medical officer. During this winter, as the previous wintel', the 
people amused themselves as they saw best during the two hours' ex· 
ercise on the ice, kicking foot·ball, walking or hunting, as they chose. 
During this winter the officers read more tb~l,ll the previous winter, and 
there appeared to be less' playing of games among them, none of the 
officers seeming to be in as good spirits as the winter hefore. 

The life was dull and monotonous during the winter, eveu the capture 
of a fox being considered something of interest. 1'here was not much 
movement of the ice during the fall and winter of 1880; except the 
starting of the metal fastenings and noises ti'om shrinkage, and dis· 
tant grinding of the ice, the ship lay comparatively quiet. 

On New Year's eve the crew gave a minstrel entertainment in the 
deck·house, at the termination of which the commanding officer made 
them an address, commending their good behavior and cheering them 
on to do as well in the fnture as they had done heretofore. He told 
them that there had been no trouble among them, no man had been 
pnnished, and he hoped that the next New Year we would all be at our 
homes. 

And the court then, at 1.35 p. Ill., pendillg the further examination of 
this witness, adjourned to meet to·morrow, the 8th day of No\-ember, 
1882, at 10 a. Ill. 

TWENTY·:NINTH DAY. 

NAVY DEP ARTl\IEN'l', 
Washingto.n, D.O., WedneMZ((.y, Novernbet· 8,1882-10 a. Ill. 

The court met pursuant to the adjournment of yesterday. 
Present, Commodore William G. Temple, United States Navy, presi

dent; Capt .• Joseph N. Miller, United StateH Navy, Commander Frede· 
rick V. McNair, United States Navy, members; and Master Sailluel C. 
Lemly, United States Navy, judge·advocate. 

The record of the proceedings of Monday, November 6, and TU,esday, 
November 7, 1882, the twenty·seventh and twenty· eighth days of the 
inquiry, were read, and, after correcting clerical errors, approved. 

Chief Engineer GEOlWE ",V. MELVILLE, the witness under examina· 
tion, then came in and continued his answer to the pending' qnestion, 
which was repeated by the judge·advocate, as follows: 

Give a narrative account of the voyage alld managment of the Jean· 
nette from the day of her leaving San FraneiHco to that of her loss, reo 
ferring to the log-books of that vessel for the dates and to allY notes 
you may yourself have made at the times enumerated. 
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The WI'L'NESS. The ship lay perfectly quiet during 1Jhe remainder of 
the winter the ice surrounding the ship remained solid. Toward the 
latter part of April and beginning of May t~e ice com1ll:enced to br~ak 
up, lanes of water leading' in toward the ShIP and contlllual thumpmg 
and jarring with the breaking up of the floe. May 16, or 17, land was 
sighted from the north [from the crow's nest to the no:th~ar?- aD~ west
ward "'J by M1' Dunbar, the ice pilot. There ?ad beenmdlCatlOns ofland 
for some time to the westward, and the breaklllgupofthefioecause~ us to 
look out for land or obstructions from shoals or from other causes lU the 
direetion in which wew-ere drifting. Mr. Dunbar had been a steadyoceu
pant of the crow's nest for several days previous to the day on which 
the land was sighted. At this time we were drifting rapidly by the 
islaud to the nortlnvest. The island was so far distant, the pack drift
ing so'rapidly, and the iee so hroken, that the captain did not thiuk it 
prudent to attempt to make a landing on this first island. There were 
several sketches made of the land by different parties from the crow's 
nest, giving the estimated distance and bearingsby the compass. These 
sketches are to be found in the private journal of Captain De Long. 
While ill sight of this island the ship was eontiuually thumped and 
jarred by the moving ite. . 

On May 24 and 25 auot,ltel' island was sighted, the drift of the ship 
continuing iuto t.he Ilorth westfioe [fnll * J upon this second island; in other 
words, I thought we were goiug to strike it. 

Abont May 30, the commandiug officer sent for me, and asked me if 
I thongllt I was stroug euougll to reach the islaud. He the11 stated 
that he bad estimated the distance to be about Hi or 20 miles. This 
was tlle second island; we drifted by the first islaud. At this time the 
executive officer was very sick from lead poisoning. 1\11'. Dauenhower· 
had been sick for some time with hifi eyes There were several other 
penlOns sick 011 board the fihip from lead poisoning about the same 
time. On the moming of }\fay 31, or .June 1, IJieutenant De Long' gave 
me writte11 orders to take charge of a sled party witll dogs and boat 
and seven days' IH'oyisions-sixteeu dogs-aecornpauied by Mr, Dunbar, 
the ice mastel', Seaman Nillflemann [Seamau Erichsen * J, First-class Fire
man J~meN Bartlett, Coal-heaver ";alter Shal'vell, with orders to make 
as :aplCl a~ adntnce to th~ island as possible; to effect a landiug; to 
bmld a CaIrn on any promlllcnt point; to ereet a beaeon staff, which he 
gave me for the purpose, and inclosed a record in a prepared cylinder, 
suppli~d for tIle pnrpofiC; to display our colors, and to name the island 
"HenrJetta" Island, and claim it in the name of tI1"e United States as a 
portion of the territory of the United States. The sled and boat was 
f~lly equipped_ A s,npply of provisions, rifles, shot-guns and ammuni
tIOn, the tents, sleeplllg bags, a keg of fresh water a cook-stove alco, 
hoI for cooking purposes, a medicine chest and ~ certain amo~nt of 
lime juice, and written instructions from the'suro'eon to use sucll medi
?ines as might be required on the journey. Th~ party landed on the 
l~land on th~ 2d day, of June, or, by the corrected date, June 3. I car
:led out my lllstructlOus anclmade a hurried survey of a portion of the 
Island. I had orde:s not to remain on the island more than twenty
four 1I0urs. I remamed there what I suppose was about twelye hours. 
I made ,tlle necessary sketches of the principal headland mountain 
range, h~lls) and ltummo~ks) making them in my own book ~nd taking 
the bearmgs, Seamen Enchseu holding [reading *J the compass and I 

* Correction by witntlss. 
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myself writing the notes, from which I constructed a small chart, which 
will be found in the ship's records. 

On June 5 and 6, corrected date, I returned to the ship. During this 
trip the eyes of Mr. Dunbar were badly afi'ected by snow blindness; 
Erichsen, seaman, and Nindemaun, seaman, were badly afi'ected with 
cramps. This at the time was supposed to have been caused bJ' the 
lead poisoning, from which the other members of the ship's company 
were suffering on board the ship. The ice in the vicinity of the ship, 
impinging on these islands, was broken down in immense masses, the 
whole Pltck being alive, as it is termed in ice phrase. Lanes of water 
leading in all directions, but continually closing again, a lead at no time 
remaining open for any length of time, at least not for sufficient time 
to work a ship Any vessel being in such a moving mass would be 
ground to powder. 

About May 5 or 6, there was a general order issued on board the ship 
naming' the tirst island" .Jeanuette" Island, and the Hecond island, the 
one on which we landed, was named" Henrietta" Island, the approxi
mate latitude and longitude of each island being posted at the time and; 
recorded in the log-book. The ice was becoming broken to such an 
extent in the immediate Yicinit.y of the ship that all small articles were 
removed from the ice and set on bO:1I'd. Every prep~tration was made 
that could be made for the safety of aU the equipments and crew to 
make a retreat in case the ship was crushed. During this time the ship 
was imbedded in a small island of ice, which protected us from the 
direct crushing or jamming of the ice on our sides, but there was a con
tinual hammering and thumping of the nnclerrnnlling ice at the ship's 
bottom. 

On June 11, corrected date, jnst after l~ o'clock midnight, it was my 
watch to read the thermometer and instruments at the observatory; I 
passe(l over the gangway for this purpose. The ice floe split in half in 
the direction of the ship's keel or on a lille with the ship's keel. In less 
than a minute's time the ship was set fr'ee, the floe slowly separated, 
leaving the obsen'atory and instrumen ts on one part of tile fioe, the 
ship drifting in alongside the opposite Hide. The ship righting suddenly 
started all hands from their beels, alld in a few minute" all persons were 
on deck. The im;truments and tmch small articles ;I'" remained on the 
ice were gotten on board_ The ship was moved to one side of the floe; 
the dogs and the remaining articles on the opposite fiDe were transferred 
to tl;te floe on the side of ,v-hich we were. 'rile lead opened to a distance 
of 500 to 700 yards and then slowly commenced to come together again. 
Toward 8 01' 9 o'clock in the morning of the lIth, eorrected date, the ice 
commenced corning on the side of the ship and she was hauled ahead 
into a hole, where it was supposed the ice coming together would impinge 
on itself instead of on the ship. It was a little place like a Ilock. 

And the court then, at 12 m., took a recess nnti112.30 p.lli., at which 
time it reconvened with all the members, the judge-advocate and the 
witness under examination, present. 

And the judge-advocate continue(l his examination of the witness, as 
follows: 

Question by the .JUDGE-ADVOCA.'I'E. Did the boilers and eugines of 
the ship prove equal to the work required of them"! 

'rhe !':ITNESS. ! es, sir; the boilerH were made a htt1(~, s~nallel' th.an 
was orlgmally deHlgned for the J eanllette when she was oI'lglllally b!-ult, 
for t,his reason, that bJ' substituting compound boilel"H of the Ameflcan 
design we managed to stow 47 per cent. more coa.l t,han the ship did 
originally. 
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Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCA'l'E. When the s~ip e.ntered phe pack:, 
as you state, abont the 5th of September, 1879, gIve III detaIl the ap-
pearance of the ice in the vicinity. . 

The WITNESS. The ice to the eastward was very much scattered aud 
broken. We passed throngh lanes of open water until we came up to 
the edge of the main pack to the westward of UR. ~eyond us was still 
some open lanes of water and ponds; b~It as the ShIP pass~d thro~gh 
tbe ice the pack to the eastward of us was apparently all m motIOn, 
because at times we had these open leads and lanes of water, and 
shortly after they would be entirely closed, so that as th'e ship passed 
in to the westward the ice closed in behind us. 

Question by JUDGE-ADVOCATE. You have Rtated that during the 
winter Reason there was a physical examination, of both officers and 
men, made each month by the doctor; were all alike subjected to ex
amination, and what was it~ 

The WITNESS. Ye~, sir. The commauding officer was the first man 
examined. Previous to the examination there had beeu some question 
raised among the officers about the propriety of being examined. Lieu
tenant De Long sent for me and asked me if I had any objections to, 
subjecting to a medical examination. He remarked at the time that I 
was the oldest commissioned officer in the ship and that if I had no ob- . 
iection he did not see why younger officers should object to a physical' 
examination. I said to him I had no objectiou whatever, that it was a 
medical necessity in an expedition of this kind, and that I was willing 
to submit to anything in reason, and the next day the physical exami
nation took place, Lieutena.nt De Long being the first man examined. 
The examination took pla,ce in private in Lieutenant De Long's private 
apartment, and the examination consisted in the medical officer inquir· 
ing of each officer, or of me in particular~ whether I was in good physi· 
cal condition, whether my appetite was good, whether my general health 
was good, if I had any spots or sores Oll my body. I was then stripped 
to my waist and a cursory examination was made of the upper part of 
my body by the surgeon. He counted my pulse and counted the beats 
of my stomach by placing his hand on my stomach, and I was then dis· 
charged. 

Quel:ltion by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. In preparing the ship for the 
winter season, was anything neglected which was possible to be done 
that was necessary to insure the comfort of the officers and men and 
the safet,y of the ship '/ 

The WITNESS. Everything was done to the best of my knowledge 
and belief, and I heard no adverse criticisms from anyone. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. State fully the condition of the 
officers and the men as to health and spirits while the vessel was in the 
ice-pack. 

The, WITNESS~ During- tIle first winter everybo(ly wal:l comparatively 
cheerful and happy; but the second year, I do not think the people were 
a~ well, and the peol~le were not a~ cheerful as they were the previons 
wwter. I do not thmk anyone was despondent at any time with re
gard to the safety of ourselves or the ship. 

Questio~ ?y the .JUDGE-ADVOCATE. How do you account for the de
p~esse~ spIrIts of t?e men d:nring the second as compared with the first 
wmter w the pack t Was It due wholly to natural dissatisfaction at 
the prolonged'imprisonment in the ice, or to some other cause~ 
. The ,wITNESS. I think it was owing to their prolonged imprisonment 
III t~e Ice. We all had probably got tired of each other' the stories 
and Jokes had got stale, and people imprisoned as closely as we were, 
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that. at first wonld be comparatively happy, but a year or a year and 
a half of confinement would be very uncomfortable. 

Questiou by the JUDGE-ADVOCA'I'E. You stated that during the first 
winter in the pack the officers played cards for amusement, but that 
during the second winter this amusement ceased; why was this ~ 

The WITNESS. FQr the reason that the people had got tired of each 
other and tbere was not tbe same cordiality of feeling in plaj ing games; 
and people are more apt to make selections of comrades with each other, 
to walk and to talk or amuse themselves, as best they migbt, separately 
instead of in a mass, as we did when we first went to selt. 

Question by tbe JUDGE-ADVOCATE. About wbat date did it appear 
certaiu that you would be compelled to spend a secoud winter ill the 
pack? 

The Wrl'NEss. During tbe month of August. 
Question by tbe JUDGE-ADVOCATE. What Divine selTices, if· any, 

were held on board the Jeannette, and by whom ~ 
The WITNESS. Prayers were read every Sunday by the commanding 

officer, on board of the ship and on the ice, from the time we left San 
Francisco until we separated in the boats. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Please state what amount of coal 
was on hand wben the 'ship entered the ice pack, how mucb was con
sumed daily for working, heating, and distilling purposes, a,nd bow much 
remained on hand on the day the ship went down. 

The WI1'NESS. When we entered the pack there was 115 tons on hand. 
During the winter time the expenditure ran along about 350 pounds 
per day for heating, distilling, and cooking. During the sumllwr, about 
110 pounds per day. There was on band about 15t tOllS when the ship 
went down, by the log-book and by a close estimate; a few days before 
there was nearly 25 tons in the ship, for I measured it with a tape-line 
and estimaterl the quantity, by order of t.he commanding officer. 

Question by the JeIDGE-ADVOCATE. Have you any further statement 
to make in connection with the voyage of the ship from the clay of .her 
leaving San Franciseo to that of her loss? If yea, make it now. 

'fhe WITNESS. When the ship was put into the ice toward the west
ward, about the 5th of September, 1879, the commanding officer told me 
that he had overheard an adverse criticism, which was the reason why 
he desired to tell me that the ship was pu t into the pack for the purpose 
of reaching Wraugel Land; that the season was still early, and that 
there was every probability of the fall gales breaking up the pack and 
scattering the ice, so that we would have no difticultyin making W ran gel 
Land, and that it was impossible to g-et anywhere with the ship in the 
Arctic Ucean unless we encountered ice. 

Examination by the COURT: 
Question by the COURT. Had you any other conversation with the 

commanding officer relati ve to getting beset in the ice, either before the 
occurrence, as to his intentions, or after it, as to his views of the situation' 
If so, please state the substance of such conversations. 

The WITNESS. I never had any conversation with the eommanding 
Officer, before the ship was beset in the paek, on this subject, but after 
the ship was beset in the pack we had many eonyersations in regard to 
the possibilities and probabilities of being freed in the spring tim: by 
the spring gales and by the melting of the ice during the summer tIm.e, 
amI at one time he was quite hopeful that the ship would be eaught III 
theconnter-eddy that sets along the coa,st of Siberia to the we~tward, 
and so be set free in the spring time. I do not remember havIllg had 
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any conversation with him in regard to his r~ason ~or having put the 
ship into the pack; neither do I rememb~r ~IS havmg expressed .any 
opinion whether he would have put the ShIP Ul the ~ame place agaIn. 

Question by the GOURT. When you entered the lCe on September 5, 
1879, was there apparently a fair prospect of being able to force her 
through to Wrangel Land ~ 

The WITNESS. Wrangel Land was too far distant to form anyesti
mate of the possibilities of reaching Wrangel Land, but there were 
ponds and lanes of water open to the westward, and in working through 
a pack you can only work fi:om pack [pond *] to pack [po~d *] an~ from 
lane to lane, taking advantage of these ponds and lanes, If there IS any 
movement of the pack. 

Question bv the OOURT. Previom> to Septemb~r, 1879, when the chase 
after the bear occurred which you have related, was it customary to 
start off in a hurry, withont special permission~ in pursuit of game~ 

The WI'l'NESS. No, sir; it was not. The people used to ramble over 
the floe withill a short distance of the' ship. I invariably got the per
mission of the commanding officer to leave the ship for any length of 
time. 

Question by the OOURT. Was there allY prospect of getting the ves
sel free of the ice at any time during the summer of 1880, beyond what 
you have already stated? 

The WITNESS. No, sir. 
Question by the OOUR'l'. What caused the lead poisoning from which 

so many suffered ill the spring of 1881 ~ 
The WITNESS. In the manufacture of ,tin-plate for commerce there 

are different qualities of tin-plate manufactured. All that is coated 
with pure till is much more expem;ive than that coated with a mixture 
of tin and lead. Dealers in canned goods, 01' the people who prepare 
them, for greater profit, are apt to use an inferior quality of tin-plate 
coated with a coating of tin and lead. Provisiolls put up in this man
ner, to be used in a short time after being put up, in all probability no 
harm would come from the use of' such canned goods, but where vege
tables, meats, and particularly acid fruits are put up in inferior tin- . 
pla~es of this description, the acid attack . .;; the lead and canses lead poi
sonmg. 

Question lJy the OOURT. Oould the Jeannette lmye gotten clear of 
the pack on September 6, 18791 _ 

The ~ITNESS. I ~o not think so; I do not believe she could. 
QuestlOn by the COURT. Who composed the officers' mess on board 

of the Jeannette~ 
The WITNESS. The ?ommanding officer, Lieutenant Ohipp, Mr. Dan

nen~ower, Passed ASSIstant Surgeon Ambler, Mr. o ollins , the meteor
OlOgIst, Mr; N cwcomb, the naturalist, lVIr. Dun bar the ice pilot and 
myself, making eight persons. " 

Question by the OOURT. What caused the ice to be so much alive in 
May and June, 1881 at . 

. The -WITNESS. A ~trong current making in for the northwest carry
lUg the pack on the Islands which stood in the path of the moving pack. 
~n~ the cour~ then, at 1.20 p. m., p.ending the further examination of 

thIS?, WItness, adjourned to meet to-morrow, the 9th day of November, 
188"" at 10.30 a. m. . 
---_ .. _--------_._ .. _----------.. _---- .. _----.-------

• Corrections by witness. 
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THIH'l'IETH DAY. 

NAVY DEP AR'l'lVIEN'l' 
Washington, D.O., Th1£r8day,. Nm'ernber 9, 1882-10.30 ~. m. 

The court met pursuant to the adjournment of yesterday. 
Present, Commodore vVilIiam G. Temple, United States Navy, presi

dent; Capt. Joseph N. Miller, United States Navy, Commander Fred
erick V. McNair, United StateR Na,y, members; and Master Samuel 
C. Lemly, Unite(l States Nayy, judge-advocate. 

The record of the proceedings of Wednesday, N ovem bel' 8, 1882, the 
twenty-nintb day of the inquil'.\, was read, and, after correcting' clerical 
errors, approved. 

Chief Engineer G. '"V. MELVILLE, the witness under examination, 
then came in, and his examination by t,he judge· advocate was continued, 
as follows; 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCA'l'K Gh'e a detailed narrative of all 
the events within your knowledge connected with the crnshing and 
loss of t.be Arctic exploring stea.mer Jeannette. 

Tbe WITNESS. : 'n the 12th of June, 1881, the ice commenced to cOllle 
in Oil our port, side. In addition to coming in on that side it 'took a 
fore· and-aft direct,ioIl. The ship was moored, ancl the ice on the port 
side, in addition to coming alongside. ran aft along the ship's side. 'rhis 
commenced early in the morning, after breakfast. The ice crowding 
under the port bow, commenced to raise the ship's head, and at the same 
time depress her starboard quart.er. The pressure on t.he ship's side at 
the same time was very gTeat, making the ship's timlwrs screech and 
gman. All bands were called and ran 00 deck. Oaptain De Long was 
on the bridge sometimes, up and dowlJ from the bridge t.o t.he poop 
deck, in fact all around the spar deck of the ship. Up to lloon time the 
ship was pretty badly squeezed, but no serious damage had yet showlI. 
Tbe ice did not come on steadily; it would squeeze up the ship for a 
spell, and then stop, apr)are1Jtl~' of its OWll Yolitioll, or ease off a little. 
After lIoon time the ice commenced again, much stronger than it had 
during the forenoon, and threw the :ship's bows way up, ont of the ice, 
depressing her starboard quarter still more. At this time tbe ramming 
and thumping on the ice on t.he ship's sides and nnder her bottom was 
very great. Theere were two lOen in the fire room attending to the dis
tilling of the water, Boyd, and Lee, the machinist. About this ti~e 
Lee, in a very excited manner, ran ltp on deck and shouted that the lCe 
was coming through the ship's side. The captain spoke to him about cans
ing an alarm and said thathe should not have shouted in the manner that 
he did, and thought that a man of his years and experience would have 
known better than to create an alarm on board the ship. I was on the 
deck at the Wno, and the captain told me to go below and take a look 
through the bunkers and watch if the ship was nJaking any water. I 
went below and went through the bunkers, on both sides of the. boilers, 
and made inquiries if there was any water comillg into the Rillp. We 
always kept the sonnding rod in the engine room for measuring the 
height of water in the bilge; a couple of floor plates were kept up, so 
as to observe the water in the bilge, if there was any. I ~sked Lee, w~at 
had alarmed him so. He said that the thumping of the Ice on the shIp's 
side had sprung her timbers in so that he thought the ship's side was 
coming in. He said that the rammillg of the ice was making the dust 
fly. I went all over the bunkers and found that the seams in the inner skin 
were burst open some, but there was no water coming int.o the ship at, this 
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time. As soon as the pressure was off; the ship's. timbers sprung back 
and the seams closed. There was a good deal of Iron work around the 
bunkers and boilers which created a great deal of cracking' and snapping, 
and started a great many of the rivets from the bunker plates, but up 
to this time no material damage had occurred to the hull of the ship. 
r went on deck and reported these facts to the commanding officer. 
From about noon time until about 4 o'clock in the aftemoon the ice was 
comparatively quiet. There was no co~f'usion on board of the ship. 
The captain came about the ship's decks III the same manner as though 
we were in no danger whatever. He seemed to try au~ have the offi
cers and mell feel as cool and collected as he was at the tIme. 

About 4 o'clock in the afternoon the ship was lying perfectly qUiet, 
but her bows were thrown up so high in the air, and the ship listed til 
starboard so that looking (lown through the water the injury could be 
seen that occurred to her forefo()t in the winter of 1879-'80. At this 
time the captain told me to get out the camera and try and get a picture 
of the ship as she lay. I will state at this time tlJat during the. winter 
of 1879-'80 the photographic apparatus, with all its equipments, was 
put in my charge, and at this thlle I was the photographer. I set up 
the camera and exposed a plate, carried the instrument back to the· 
ship, and ,Yent iuto the dark-room to deyelop and fix the plate. I 
will here state that during the whole time that we were in the ice, that 
after the photographs were taken, the plates were developed and fixed, 
but no paper prints made at allY time on board of the ship, the tem
perature being too cold to have the chemicals work well. While I was 
in the dark-room developing the plate, the ice commenced to crowd the 
ship again, and the order was passed to prepare to abandon the ship. 
I closed, the dark-room door and left the photographic apparatus where 
it was. My station 011 abandoning the ship was to see to getting out 
the chronometers, the rilles and ammunition, the chart case, the navi
gation box, the compasses, the cooki.ng stoves, and after the specific 
articles, which I was direeted to put on the ice, I was to assist in get: 
ting the provisions and stoTes over the ship's side on the ice. I assisted 
in carrying them back on the fioe to a place of safety. The captain 
ordered the boats lowered, designating which, and the crew ran them 
back to a safe place on the ice. The first cu'tter was lowered, the sec
ond cutter, and the first wlutle-boat. There were two dinghys-a 
small wooden dinghy and a met,allic dinghy-but I do not remember 
~hether they were lowered or already on the ice. The pemmican was 
III t~e. deck house,.the sleeping bags, the men's knapsacks, clothing, 
pro~IslOns of all kmds, were passed rapidly over the ship's side and 
carr~ed to a place of safety. Dr. Ambler looked after getting out his 
~edlCal sto~e~ and supplies .. I do not. know who was assigned to assist 
hIm. Mr. ChiPP was very SICk, was III bed, but he was notified. He 
got up and dressed himself, and I think Dr. Ambler and some other 
person assiste~ him over the ship's side on to the ice. Each person 
w~o had anytbmg to do, so t:ar as I know, attended to their duty; Cap
tam De LOllg apparentl,). bemg everywhere, and seeing that all things 
went on smoothly and qUIetly, without the least haste or consternation 
among the 'pe~ple. In fact, as the men passed the stuff over the side, 
they w~\I'e smg:mg merChant-ship songs. . . 

The Ice c0l!tmued to grind on the side of the ship, and Dr. Ambler 
came, below 1ll~0 the officers' quarters to get some additiolJal medical 
suyphes; hurned on deck and reported that the lower hold was filling 
w~th water. I h~3Jrd the captain say, "r know it," and kept the men 
stIll at work gettmg the stores on the ice. The water rose yery rapidly 
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in the ship when it commenceu to come in, and it was the genen,l opiu
ion of the officers, the captain arid the carpenter included, that the shir' 
had been seized aud held so firmly by the ice at the water line that the 
ice underrunning the ship either pushed the keel out of its place or 
pressed her garb?ard strakes open, as t~e water rose right up from the 
bottom of the ShIp. There was ample tIme for all persons to get out 
their personal efi'eGts. The al('.ohol, the whole or part of which was set 
in the lower hold, had to be removo'ld from the water. There was more 
difficulty in getting out a barrel of lime-juice from the forward store
room, Seaman Starr getting in there, swimming in the water, at the 
risl, of his life, to get out this barrel of lime-juice, which we believed was 
so necessary for our health on Ollr march, to prevent the scnrvy. I re
member of Captain De Long's speaking of this matter in the most com
mendable terms. 

Toward six or seven o'clock in the evening tea was prepared for those 
who wished it. Some of'the officers were in the [cabin* J captain's room 
partaking of supper, and the crew were to have their supper one watch 
at a time. Captain De Long, myself, and the doctor, I do not believe 
had any supper. We were out around the decks all the time. When 
the water rose in the ship's hold the ship was thrown over so far on her 
bealll ends that it was impossible to stand on the deck without crawl
ing Oll our hands and knees. The captaill told everyboiy to leave the 
ship. Just before this time, while the water was in the lower hold, I 
went below and got my knapsack and threw it out on the ice, and was 
returninglto get a pillowcase that I had there with woolen clothing 
and foot-nips; the water rose so rapidly that I was obliged to leave 
them. I then went into the captain's room and assisted in passing out 
clothing from a bureau and drawers. Some of the officers as~isted Mr. 
Chipp ill getting out such articles as he. desired. At that time the 
captain gave the order for all hands to leave the ship. Her water wayOl 
were broken in, the decks bulged up and broken, the iron work around 
the smoke-pipe also buckled up, and the rivets sheared off and started 
the smoke-stack, which stood supported by its guys. It must have 
been about eleven o'clock at night when all hands left the ship, and we 
,commenced and made our camp on the floe. We had all been set off ill 
regular messes and tents, the whole party of thirty-three people being 
distributed in five tellts, some tents composing six persons, others 
seven. Some time after midnight, after we had all turned in, the floe 
commenced to break up in the camp. "Ve turned out quickly and 
moved all of our supplies farther away to [from* J the edge of the floe 
and to a place of safety. 

About four o'clock ill the morning, when the watch was being called, 
I heard some of the men sa.y "There she goes; hurry up and have a 
look, the last sight you will have of the old Jeannette." While the ice 
held together, the ship was kept there; but as soon as the ice parted 
she went down, stripping her yards upwards, as she passed through the 
floe. She sank in about 38 fathoms of water. The next morning I ac
companied Lieutenant De Long, in one of the small boats, along the 
leacl where the ship went down, to see if any portion of the wreck re
mained. We found one of the old signal chests, a box of succotash, and 
a piece of one of our top-gallant masts, or a piece of one of our yards, I 
do not remember which. We gathered up all we had in the vicinity of 
the wreck. the evening before, and on this morning gathered up what 
empty barrels or drift wood lay about, to be used for fuel in cooking, 

'Correction by witness. 
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while we remained in camp in the vi<;inity of the'. wreck. Captain De 
Long ordered all the clothing that the people dId ~ot .have on their 
bodies to be thrown illto one common heap, to be dIstrIbuted equally 
among all hands before we started OIL the retreat. [The proper allow· 
ance that each pe;son was directed to carry was. selected from this heap;*) 
This order was passed from tent to tent, and was generally complied 
with. In the mean time arrangemellts were made to makenp alotofbags 
to bag off the bread. The bread ,waR stowed in casks; we could not af· 
ford to carry the weight of the cas!'-s. W ~ used what bags we had and 
made additiollal bags of all the SkIll clothmg t~lat had bee';! thrown out 
on the ice. There was a package of black pam ted bags mtended for 
this l'urpose, that was thrown over Oll the ~ce, but .by some mis~ap waR 
thrown into the water, or covered by the Ice rnnmng up over It, but I 
know that a lot of bags had been set a.side for this purpose. The alcohol 
had been secured in tin boxes; they were all covered with wooden boxes 
and it was necessary to remove all this weight to lighten our loads in 
traveling. The sleds had been kept lashed all the winter and required 
relashing, and the boats that had been mounted on the sleds, their fit
tings were not. considered as good as they might be, as the chocks stood 
athwartships. The chocks made in this manner, in attempting to haul 
the sleds through the snow, piled up immense piles of snow in front of 
the sleds; for this reason this was chauged and fore-and-aft chocks 
fitted along to boat's bilges, the ends being sharpened off, like the bow 
of a boat, to let them pass freely through the snow. Captain De Long 
then issued a written order, designating what each person should carry 
in their knapsacks. This order was passed from tent to tent and the 
officer of each tent opened the men's and their OWll knapsacks and ar
ranged said knapsacks according to the order. The order about cloth
ing was that each officer and man should carry but one suit of clothing, 
that which he stood in-making his own selection: whether it be woolen 
or fur; all hands being cautioned at the time to remember that after 
making their selection they must stand by it. The people were then 
called by tents to come to the clothing pile to make such selections of 
clothing as they desired, limiting themselves, however, in the quantity 
to that designated in the captain's order. I was assigned the duty of 
seeing this order cauied out, and so far as I know, unless some person 
surreptitiously carried more clothing- than the captain ordered, that is 
all that was carried. It took five or six days to complete the arrange
ments for ~towing the sleds, preparing the provisions and getting' prop
erly orgamzed for the march to the southward. I remember there were 
plenty of guns and ammunition put upon the ice and more clothing 
than ~e ,conld ,use, Many of the provisious that were put out were 
not 0~Igll1ally ,Illtended as a part of the retreat provisions, such as 
pelllllllcan [strIke out words" such as pemmican" *]. That is there was 
a gr~at lot of general provisions, such as cheese and canne;l meats of 
all kIllds, that was thrown out and used by us while we were in camp 
and on the first few days of our retreat. It was at first supposed that 
each tent party could haul their own sleds. After the sleds were loaded, 
and a day ~r two before we got ready for the march each tent party tried 
to haul,thmr sled~., The snow was so deep it was impossible to move 
them wlth~ut ,addItIOnal help, or two sled parties to a single sled. The 
snow at thIS tlme was not only soft but very soggy that is it would ball 
TIl? In the winter, time the s';!ow generally beats down so hard by t.he 
wIlld, that you mIght sled nght over the top of it [especially after 

" Correction by witness. 
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pressed in snow tioes *], but in the early spring the snow becomes soggy 
and wet and balls up, which was the reason why we found the sleds 
with their loads so difficult to haul. Had the ice been free of the snow 
there would have been no difficulty at all about hauling onr sleds. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. How large was the open water 
space around the ship when the ice commenced to approach her on the 
'12th day of June, 1881, local date, and in what direction did it extend 
relatively to the position of the ship"? 

The WITNESS. It was a var~'ing width. The ice was continually in 
motion, sometimes approaching, sometimes leaving the ship. I suppose 
the greatest width it ever amounted to was about 500 yards. The open
ing was in a fore-and-aft line with the keel of the ship, but varying in 
all directions, mostly when away from the ship. The lead ran fore and 
aft with the keel of the ship and the ship was moored with her star
board side to the floe. The open water space ran along by our I portt] 
side. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. How thick was the ice ~ 
The WITNESS. The ship was first frozen in in still water, and the 

greatest thickness of the ice was about 9 feet, but as the ship and floe 
had shifted positions it was impossible to say how thick the ice was 
there withollt measuring it, because many times during the winter when 
the floe split or was pressed upon, by using the grapnel, the ice was 
measured in many places and found to vary from 10 to 20 feet. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. You have enumerated certain 
articles which you were detailed to get out. on the ice when deserting 
the ship; did you carry out your orders in this respect, or was any article 
assigned you left on board ~ 

The WITNESS. There was no article left that I was ordered to place 
upon the ice, that was left behind by me or the party in my charge. I 
would like to state that the boat equipments, the boat box and such 
articles as had been designated and prepared under the orders of the cap· 
tain of the ship, during the first wipter, and I believe a modification of 
the same order was issued during the second winter, and the navigation 
box that had been prepared for each boat, were intentionally left behind 
owing to their weight. In starting out from where the ship was crnshed, 
we having a longer march before us than ever was known to 'have been 
attempted in the Arctic Ocean before, every ounce in weight, that could 
be dispensed with, with good judgment, was left behind. I have seen 
the men compare a jack-knife with a sheath-knife, and throw the heavier 
. away in preference to carfj'ing it. 

And the court then, at 12 m., took a recess until 12.30 p. m., at which 
time it reconvened with all the members, the judge-advocate, and the 
witness under examination present, and the examination of the witness 
was then continued as follows: 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Can you now reeall to mind any· 
thing which was left tlehind when deserting the ship, the want of which 
was afterward essentially felt on the retreat~ 

The WI1'NESS. No, sir; I recall nothing. • 
Question by the JUDGE·ADVOCATE. Who assisted Lieutenant Chipp 

himself, and with his effects, when deserting the ship"? 
The WITNESS. Well, several persons did. I cannot say precisely who; 

I did, and other penwns. I remember seeing Captain De Long in the 
room, and speaking to him, and asked him if he could help him out of 
his room. ~is room was on the spar deck, and I saw several of the 

• Strike out these words. Correction by witness. t Corrected by witness. 
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sailors pass out of his room foi· the purpose of assisting him with his 
e:fi'ects '. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCA1'E. To what ~o you now a~trlbute 
the loss of the Jeannette'; to the gradual weakeUlng of the ShIP from 
the effects of repeated strains, 01' to the crush of J Uile 12 and 13, 1881' 

The WITNESS. No doubt the ship was weakened and strained by the 
. two winters' action of the ice, but she was lost at the moment by the 

crushing strains brought upon h~r during the l~th a;nd ~3th ?ays of 
June and it i ~ doubtful in my II1Illd, from the dIrectIOn III WhICh the 
strai~s came the ship's bow being lifted up and the stern being de
pressed, that' any ship could have stood the Gru~hing strain.of the ice 
at that time. The strains llrought upon the ShIP at that tIme could 
hardly be measured in tons, the p~'essure bei~g in square miles of ice 
piled up against her. ~ d~ not behev~ any ShIP that ~as hollow could 
stand the strain of the ICe III the ArctIC Ocean at all tImes. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Had she lleenliberated from the 
ice on the 12th of June, 1881, instead of being crushed, do you believe 
she would have been capable of continuing her voyage of Arctic explor
ation ~ 

The WITNESS. Nobody would send a ship on an Arctic cruise in the 
condition that the Jeannette's fore-foot waH at this time; but, on the 
other hand, if she had been released from the ice, she conld be safely 
navigated to a port of safety. . 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Have you any further statement 
to make in relation to the loss of the ship? If yea, make it now. 

The WI1'NESS. I neglected to state th;:tt all the books and papers and 
small gear that was intended to be carried in the boats, was kept pre
pared iu the starboard chart-room. That aU the ship's books and pa
pers and everything intended to be carried was put on the ice. At the 
time when we abandoued the ship, the books and papers having been 
placed in tin boxes prepared for this purpose the previous winter, Cap· 
tain De Long asked me if I had any private papers that I desired to 
carry. I told him no; that the sttlam log-books were not of snfficient 
importance to be carried, as all matters important contained in the 
steam log-books are always copied into the ship's logs; the amount of 
coal and.' oil used, the meteorological information, is obtained from the 
ship's log. All of my private papers were contained in a llox that went 
down with the ship. There were several persons in the cabin whose 
things were gathered there. Anybody that wished had ample time to 
gather all their books, papers, and clothing into the upper cabin. The 
reason why I did not get my additional clothing is because I was care
less. 

Examination by the COURT: 
Question by the COUR1'. How was the wind nnd weather on the 12th 

day of J nne, 1881 ~ . 
The WITNESS. There was very little wind and the weather was fair. 
Ques~ion b.y the C01;Tl~T. Did you recognize the fact that the move· 

ment of ~he l~e on that day. was more violent than it had been previ
ously, before it was made eVIdent by the crushing in of the vessel 1 If 
so, can YOll assign any reason for it ~ 
. The WI~NESS. Yes, sir; .for ~ays previous we saw the ice very much 
III co.mmotlOn. I do not ~hIllk It was more violent on that day than on 
prevIOUS days, but ~he S~IP was not then in a position where the violence 
~ould affect her as III thIS case.. When she was in a solid floe of ice, with 
Ice around that protected her from the crushing of the ice in the vicinity. 
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Question b;r the COURT. Was the order given to lower the boats 
when Lee first gave the alarm ~ 

The "WITNESS. There was 110 hurry about lowering the boats at all; 
we had plenty of time. 

Question by the COURT. Name the persons who were on the sick list 
at the time of the loss of the Jeannette. 

Tbe WITNESS. Lieutenant Chipp and Mr. Dunenhower. I do not 
know whether these men whose names I will give were on the sick list, 
but I know they were being treated for lead poisoning: Mr. Newcomb, 
the steward Charles Tong Sing, and Kucime the seaman, and Lauter
back, coal .. heaver, [also Alex.v*]. I think that was all. 

Question by tile COURT. You have stated tha,t the boat boxes, with 
instrnments for navigation, &c., were purposely left on board the ves
sel; was this done by order of the commauding officer ¥ 

The WITNESS. Yes, ;;ir; I had instructions not to carry them out with 
the other articles. They were too heavy to be carried. 

Question by the COURT. Was not the want of compasses felt during 
the retreat ~ 

The WITNESS. We had a prismatic compass rprismatic compasses*] 
during the whole retreat, aud in the boats during the time of the gale. 
The prismatic compass did not work quickly. That was the only time, 
that I know of, when there was any difficnlty about compasses. 

Question by the COUR'l'. You have stated that Lieutenant De Long!s 
order, to make a common pile of the clotlling, was generally complied 
with; did allY one fail to carry ont this order' If so, state who did so 
fail, and all you know about the subject. 

The WITNESS. I do not know who failed to comply with the order, 
but had I known of any person failing to comply, I would have informed 
the commanding officer; but after we were on the retreat Captain De 
Long directed some person to throwaway a coat that was in excess 
of the quantity allowed. I think that was Mr. Collins, but I am not 
sure. I would like to state that Mr. Chipp was allowed to carry his large 
ulster, because he was sick and he was wrapped up [in it*1, but when 
he went on duty he threw this coat away, and it was made into a pair 
of trowsers for one of' his messmates. 

And the court the-n, at 1 p. m., pending the further examination of 
this witness, adjourned to meet to .. morrow, the 10th day of November, 
1882, at 10.30 a. m. 

THIRTY-FIRST DAY. 

NAVY DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, D.O., Friday, November 10, 1882-10.30 a. m. 

The court met pursuant to the adjourIlment of yesterday. 
Present, Commodore William G. Temple, United States Navy, presi

dent; Capt. Joseph N. Miller, United States Navy, Commander Fred
erick V. McNair, United States Navy, members; and Master Samuel 
C. Lemly, United State~ Navy, judge-advocate. 

The record of the proceedings of .yestenlay, November 9,1882, the 
thirtieth day of the iuq uiry, was then reftd and approved. 

Chief Engineer GEORGE W. MELVILLE, United States Navv, the 

• Correction by witness. 
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witness under examination, then came in, and bis examination by the 
judge-advocate was continued as follows: 

Question by the ,TUDGE-ADVOCA'l'E. Give a detailed narrative ot'the 
retreat after the loss of the ship. . 

The WITNESS. The retreat was commenced on the evenmg of about 
the 18th of June and the day before starting Oaptain De Long and the 
ice master ran orit a line of flags toward the sonthwar~ at a distance of 
about a mile and a half from the camp. I was sent wIth a sled load of 
provisions as far as I supposed was the farthest flag. The farthest ~ag 
had been knockeu down or bad fallen. We commenced to march durmg 
the night instead of the day, so as to avoid the glar~ of the sun as much 
as possible during the march, and sleep warm durlllg the day. When 
we made the start, the commanding officer directed me to take charge 
of the working party and to carry the first cutter as far as the farthest 
flag. About twenty of the ~eople started to hanl the first c.utter to the 
front all hands having worklllg harness and canvas belts gomg over the 
shoulder and under the opposite arm, and a lashing attached nearly a 
fathom in length. The snow was very deep and soggy. We made very 
slow progress with the boat; she would bury at times way above the 
depth of the runners so that the bottom and bilges of the boat would 
burrow in the snow. It then required standing hauling, and the force 
of all the hands to lift the boat and haul at the same time. When I 
got the first cutter as far as the place where I had deposited the pro· 
visions the day before, I stopped with the intention of returning to the 
camp to bring up the other boats and sleds. Mr. Dunbar, the ice mas
ter, then informed me that the farthest flag was more than half a mile 
to the front; my order:;; being to carry the boat to the fal"thest flag. 
I then hitched on a second time, and continued the march until we 
deposited the boat at the farther flag. This took us the best part of 
the working time, getting back to the first camp, after considerable delay. 
When I returned to the camp, we found that the ice had opened between 
the floe where the camp was and wbere we had carried the first cutter. 

Captain De Long, with a few men with him, was trying to get the boats 
and sleds across the lead. I think he bad launched the whale-boat and got 
across the open water; the second cutter also. The most of the sleds 
were on the floe on the side of the lead, nearest the camp. The ice was 
now moving quite rapidly, and so to keep our material together it was 
necessarJ to work quickly, and so all hands took a hold of the sleds 
and boats, one piece at a time, alllI roused them over the lead as quickly 
as possible. In doing this, some of the- sled-runners were turned under, 
the lashings being fresh and wet with water and slushy snow they 
stretched. I will here remark that the lashing'S were made of raw hide. 
yve succeeded in this day's work ill getting all of our sleds and remain
lI~g. boats up as far as the first depot, that had been made of the pro
YlslOns. V{ e then found it necessary to dismount the boats and provis
Ions from ~ost of the sleds, relash the runners and the cross-piece. In 
the mean tIme the pe?~le were se?t back to the original camp to bring 
up a lot of loose prOVISIOns, that IS, canned provisions. The pemmican 
was all hal~l~d tluonght on sleds. They also brought np a lot of wood 
from the ongmal camp to serye as fuel for cooking purposes to save the 
"lcohol. " 

Before leaving the. first ~alllp Lieutenant De Long had prepared a cask 
or a water breaker, m whlCh ~e p~aced a lot of papers stating the time 
and place of the wreck and duectmg any person who might find it to 
send. the cask or the c<;mtents to the Government at Washington. The 
outSIde of the cask was marked directing any person who might find it to 
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look within. The iron dingh.y, a lot of old arms and clothing and 0ther 
stuff, of no value, was left behind Oil the ice. As long as we remained 
in the second camp, all the provisions were brought np from the ,first 
camp. The first day's work everybody except the sick assisted in 
moving the boats and sleds. 

After the ~leds had been relashed and th(' boats remonnted we started 
to make the. next march a~ far ~LS the first cutter. On this morning, 
before startmg, the captalll sent for lVIr. Danenhower and said to him 
tbat be should remain with the sick people. I heal'll Captain De Long 
call1VIr. Danenhower to his tent. After lVIr. DanelJhower retuvned 
from tbe captain's tent, he told me that he had been relieved from duty 
or directed to go with tIle sick people. On this da,y's march, in addition 
to the sick who were already on the list, Mr. Collins was taken with 
.cramps and Machinist Lee was also taken with cramps. That day we 
succeeded in moving all of onr weights as far as the first cntter. The 
ice at this time was very much broken and many leads of water ran 
in all directions, requiring a rapid movement of the pieces of baggage 
from floe piece to floe piece. We endeavored to keep all our stnff 
together, and to do this and move rapidly it was necessary that the 
working party should move but one piece of baggage at a time. The 

. snow was so deep that it was impossible to haul two pieces at the same 
time unless it happened to be at a place where the snow was not so 
deep, and two of the lightest pieces would be hauled at once, snch as 
the bread sled and one of the pemmican sleds. The whole of the work
ing force at this time had to pass back and forth across the floes about 
thirteen times to make olle distance good; that is, if we had a mile to 
advance, the whole Rarty would have to advance about thirteen miles 
on a direct line to make one mile good. There was a dog sled fitted 
under the charge of the doctor, and one of the natives, I think, to assist 
him in hauling forward the medical tent and medical snpplies, was 
assigned him. As soon as an advance was made with Olle of the sleds 
or boats the medical tent was moved to that pOSItion, the tent set up 
and the sick people were cared for at the medical tent, remaining there 
until another advance was made. The ice was [always*] in motion, and 
we seldom had a half a mile straight going without having to launch 
the boats in the water and hauling them out on the opposite side or 
thro,ugh miles of ice into the opening between the floes, making a bridge 
to jump the sleds over. During an this time the men were wet, at 
least up to their knees, very often plunging in up to their shoulders. 
In making the bridges the first sled or two might pass safely over with
out wetting any body, but the weight of the sleds moving across rapidly 
would jar and start the ice in sU.ch a manner that when the third or 
fourth piece of baggage went over, it was almost certain that some of 
the people would tumble in. Our supply of clothing, of llecessity, was 
limited; we had one suit of clothing on our bodies, awl every man was 
supposed to have one snit of underclothing in his knapsack. When 
opportunity was offered the clothing was changed. In the first cutter 
there was one suit or possibly two snits of trousers or jackets for gen
eral service, to relieve any man who might tumble in and get wet. In 
addition to the working party that was hauling the boats an~l sleds, two 
men were detailed to [drive* J direct the two dog sleds, carrym.g forward 
what loose provisions we still had with us, to carry the cookmg stoves 
anll tents that were also put on the dog sleds to relieve the weight in 
the boats. Uarrying the knapsacks and sleeping bags in the boats made 
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tl1emtop-heavy and tumble over and wet ~ll our geal'. The doctor, in 
addition to his duties as surgeon, was detaIled as road maker. He had 
a small McClintock dino-lly on a sled, and four or fi,Ye dogs to haul it 
with Lee who was a pogr traveler, and I think Mr. Newcomb a~d Mr. 
Collins aksisted in making the roads to prevent ~he boats taklllg the 
hummocks and making as straight a way as possIble for the sleds and 
boats in th'eir ad ,-ance. During the first few days, we took [used *1 the 
loose provisions, altogether, until they were ~ntirely consumed. Th~se 
stores and provisions consisted of cann.ed chIcken, mutton br?th, ~lgS' 
feet, cheese, and other general stores m cars. These. supplIes mIght 
have been supplemented by a small amount of pemmICan; I am not 
sure tbat pemmican was issued along with tbese small stares. On 
starting I understood that we had sixtj~ daJ:'"~' snpply ?f. bread. I. took 
the weigbts on the barrels and bagged It off III bags, gIvmg t?e WCl~~ts 
to the commanding officer. On starting, we were allowed, m addItIOn 
to our meat proYisions, a half pound of bread per day, or biscuit, run
ning about twelve biscuits to the pound; that would be six whole biscuits 
a day or two biscnits at a meal. When tbe bread became very much 
broken up it was necessary to weigh it, and the issue was made daily 
by tbe carpenter. In my tent, that a fair division of the provisions 
should be made, I directed Seaman Gortz to divide the pemmican into 
six equal parts at each meal, to di dde the bread in the same manner, 
putting tbe broken bread in tbe pan and setting all the pans in the 
~enter of the tent, when each man took his pan of bread and pemmican. 
By this means en~ry person seemed satisfied, and I know each person 
got bis sbare of the provisions. I do not know whether tbis system 
was carried out in all the other tents or not. As the summer adyanced 
and tbe sun got strong, the snow rapid!,V left the ice. The march became 
much easier, that is, as regarded our weights, re(lucing the number of 
passages across the ice to eleven times, and finally to nine or seven 
times passing across the fioe. It was impossible to march in any direc· 
tion in a straight Hne. The flags were set up by the compass, by the 
ice master and the commanding officer, the ice master going ahead and 
tbe commanding officer conning him to certain hummoeks, and then 
between them they made the most direct and the best road among the 
hummocks. We could not always find roads between the hummocks. 
It often. became n.ecessary to cut our way directly through tbe hummocks 
?r partIally leveltng the hummocks or to make an incliued plane, haul
mg the boat up one side and lowerillg it slowly down tbe inclined plane 
on the opposite side. The~' often .got away from us, damaging the sleds 
and boats; the w,hale-boat m partICular waR so long and extended so far 
forward and abaft the sled that she kept continually harnmerin <Y with her 
bow or stern on the ice hummoeks so that eventually she burst<>her stern 
open. If open w~teI' were in our course, which was not too deep, no more 
tban knee deep, lD preference to hauling the boats through the snow 
and over .the hummockr-;, making a circuitous detour, we generally 
marched nght through the water. We avoided this all we could with 
t~e bread sled, often making the detour with it to prevent the wetting 
Of. the bread, but Yery often in steering the course a pond of water 
mlght not be very deep to begin with, but before we g~t across we would 
have to rush tbe bread-sled through which wet considerable of our 
?read i. but this did us little harm, as ~e ate it as we went along. Dur
IJ?g thIS march we uuderstood that we were making for the New Sibe. 
flan Islands. Before the ship was lost, it was well known by all hands 
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tbat that was the nearest point to the ship. After we-.had been on the 
march about ten days the captain got an observation of the sun, al
though he had been getting observations all along, but at this particn
lar time he told me that he was very mnch surprised to find that we 
bad drifted way up into the northwest.. He said to me that he had 
worked a couple of Sumners, and at first he thought it was hardly pos
sible, but his observations agreed so well witJ.! his Sumners that he was 
sure that was the case. 1\1r. Ohipp was very sick at this time, harrlly 
able to stagger along. He told me not to tell Mr. Ohipp what he had 
toM me, nor to tf'11 any other person, as he did not want to discourage 
the sick or the people. Dr. Ambler was present at the time he spoke 
to me about this. All hands at this time were bright and cheerful, the 
men singing as they launched the bO[1ts and sleds, the two leading men 
at the bows of the boats, and at the bows of the sleds singing amI giv
ing the word to haul as the occasion required it. ·When the sledding 

. got better, they generally started out two of the light sleds, using the 
lightest., a breadsletl, to break the way through the snow, the heavier 
sled following. In the same manner we took the light sled and the 
lightest boat, the second cntter. At first it required all hands to haul 
the first cutter or the whale-boat, ODe at a time; the second cutter being 
a much lighter boat, was hauled with great facility, and being short 
sat well on the sled, and took DO damage. The whale-boat was consid· 
ered the worst boat of the three to haul. The men always complained 
more of the hanlingof this boat than even the first cutter, which was 
a much larger boat. After awhile the sledding became sufficiently good 
to haul the first cutter and the whale-boat at one time, tlividing the 
working party in the proportion of ten to twelve or eleven to thirteen, 
I think; that is, ten or eleven men on the whale-boat, and twelve or 
tbirteen on the first cutter; and in doing this, the men used to complain 
to me that it was not a fair division of the work; that the whale- boat 
was a harder boat to haul than the first cntter; but I, knowing the first 
cutter to be a heavier boat than the whale-boat, continued that division 
of the men in hauling their respective boats, as I was in charge of the 
working gang at the time. Very often one of these boats would get 
mired ill the snow, or the largest provision fled, which the sailors 
named the Walrus, would get mired. It then became necessary to work 
[break off*] all hands from any piece of bnggage we were hauling, and 
fist on to her and haul her through. 

And the court then, at 12.05 p. m., took a recess until 12.30 p. ill., at 
which time it reconvened, with all the members, the judge-ad VOllr1te and 
t~t) witness uuder examination, present, and the witness then continueu 
hIS answer to the pending question, as follows: 

At times, when the water leads were too wide apart to bridge across, 
they generally found a hl,rgetloe pi~ce of ice that we would tIoat down, 
haul alongside of the main tIoe, and put on it all om traps. We used 
the dinghy for rUllning a line across the leads to haul tl1is ferry- boat or 
raft over. Sometimes a piece of ice would be so small that we could 
c~rry but one or two pieces of baggag~; at other times we would get a 
pIece large enough to put all hands 011, boat;.;, sleds, dogs and people, 
then run a line across it by IneallS of the dinghy and haul the ra~t or 
floe piece over. At other times it was more convenient to make a brHlge 
for the sleds and launch the boats across the leads. We al ways worked 
in the most advantageolls manller in trallsporting onr sleds amoss. the 
leads or bridges. At times, after a roal1 hall been bid out and a bfldge 

• Correction by witlless .. 
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built the whole ice would move and the labor was lost, but that was 
no f~ult of the party who laid out the road or had the bridge built-it 
waR simply an action of the ice, over which we had ~o control. . After 
we had been for some time on the march, the commandmg officer dIrected 
Mr. Oollins not to do anv more work. 

I will now have to go back until some time in March, to state that 
owing to a conversation between Lieutenant De Long and. Mr. Collins, 
in regard to disobedience 'of order:s on, the part of Mr. ~OllIllS, the com· 
manding officer relieved Mr. 001l11~S f~om duty; that lS, ~e suspeI.1ded 
him from duty, but did not place hIm III :;trrest. Mr. Oolhns at all times 
was free to come and go, as the other officers of the meSR were; to take 
his gnn and hunt over the floe in the same manner as any other officer 
would hunt, simply by getting the: permission of the executive o~ficer or 
the commanding officer of the ShIp. The reason why he was dIrected 
to perform no further duty, at this time, I do not know. Mr. Collins 
spol,i:e to me of it at the time, and said to me that he had been directed 
not to perform any duty. At this time I think Mr. Oollins was working 
on the roads along with Lee and Mr. Newcomb, the doctor being in 
charge of the road party. While the march continued, the people living 
on pemmican and bread rapidly recoyered-I mean those that were sick; 
I supposed it was owing to the absence of lead·poisoning. Mr. Uhipp 
was still very sick, and at one time for a short distance, when he was 
delaying the advance of the party, Lieutenant ne Long directed him to 
get on the sled and be carried. '{'he poor fellow, at this time, was 
entirely broken down; he rolled over on his face, on the sled, and said, 
"You had better leave me behind." Oaptain De Long at the time re
marked that no lllan would be left behind while another man was left 
to haul him. About this time Mr. Cllipp appeared to get better qnite 
rapidly, and about the 20th day of August he reported himself ready 
for duty, and took charge of the working gang. Before this time we 
had raised a strange land. At first we supposed it might be New 
Siberia, as we had lJeen heading for the Kew Siberian Islands during 
the whole of our march; uut the captain, knowing our position, said it 
was possible but not probable; that distances ill tlle Arctic Ocean were 
v~ry tlecepti,-e. Lanel raised sometimes by refraction is seen at great 
dIstances; but he said to me that it was a strallge island, and if so he 
would haul up the course and land on the island--the island at that 
time being nearly hut not quite on oar course-auel "I will kill two birds 
with one stone. We will laud on the island, and at the sallle time have 
a rest and repair our uoats." As we approached the island, the iee was 
v~ry I~mch more. broken l~P, more open water, the ice whirling ill all 
chrectLOns, sometImes carned east or west as the tide seemed to set in 
these regiollR. After a, great deal of labor and several ineffectual at· 
tellll~ts to land 1 we ('ff~cteel a landing about the last day of July. After 
maku:g' a Jandmg the lCe-master with a party was sent to explore north
ern slde of the l"lalld to the westwanl, aJHl Lientenaut Chipp, with a 
boat and party, t'.xplored the sonthern part of the island to the west· 
ward. A tide gauge was set HIl, and the recOI'd of the tides made while 
we were ~,here. (~Il the e,ellillg of our lallding on the edge of the ice 
a. processlO!? was j~rl1led, and Captain De Long formall.v took posses. 
SIOU of the IslaudYl the name of the U llitell States, and named it Ben· 
nett Islan.d. Wl~lle we ,,".ere t~here, all t,he people were directed to roam 
oyer t?e Island, m. allY dIrectIOll they cllo;;e, ouly being cautioned to be 
tack .m the. evelllng by supper time. Tile sailors killed guillemots, 
b~a buds, WIth rocks, and brought them into tIle camp and eqnally dis, 
snbuted them among the messes as fresh fOOll. 
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The carpenter set to work to repair the stern of the whale-boat, which 
had been burst open by the thumping of the boat on the floe ice, and 
removed the loggerhead from forward. There was so much water in 
the vicinity of the island that the captain made up his mind at this 
time to sboot the remainder of the dogs and to take to the boats. Ac
cordingly all the dogs were shot except seyen, which were retained, as 
we might have some sledding to do. 

About the 6th of Augnst, everything being in readiness, we broke 
{lamp, and by means of the boats started from the edge of the ice floe, 
which was probabl.v a mile or a mile and a half off. Before starting, 
the commanding officer sent for me and said to me that I was to take 
charge ofthe whale-boat, and gave me a written order to that effect. 

The witness produced and thejudg-e-adyoeate read aloud, and placed 
before the court as evidence, the ori;..;ill~ll order referred to, and a certi
fied copy, marked X, is appenc1el1 to Hie record. 

The witness then cont.inued his narrative as follows: 
The three boats were launehed and loaded as deeply as they would 

float., with the sleds, dogs, alld all of our gear, which was landed on the 
edge of the floe; some of the boats makillg two trips to accomplish this. 
We were landed at the edge of the floe; Olle party of the ship's company 
was directed to haul the sleds to the southward on our course, thl? t.hree 
boats being beaten around the point of the floe where we expected to 
meet the sleds. Lieutellant De Long, with one or two people, sailed the 
first cntter, myself, I1Ir. Danenhower, and Mr. Newcomb working the 
whale-boat; I do not know who worked the second cntter. 

Captain De ~ng directed that they should get in the boat and should 
assist me in handling the sails. I will state at this time that while we 
were on the mareh, before reacllillg Bennett Island, that owing to some 
controversy between Mr. Danenhower and M1'. Newcomb, Mr. Newcomb 
was suspended from dut.l by the commanding officer. Before pushing 
off in my boat, Mr. Newcomb being designated to take passage in my 
boat, I inquired of the commanding officer whr.t tlle status of Mr, New
oomb was. He told me that he was under suspension, but that, he should 
perform such duties as I found necessary for him to perform while in 
the boat. In beatiug up around the poiut, Oaptain De Long wa~ Imak
ing· mueh better head way with the first cutter than I was with the whale
boat. I thought that Mr. Newcomb did llot work the sail fast enough. 
At this time I was steering the boat and Mr. Danenhower was attend
ing to the sheet. I asked Mr. Danenhower to take the tiller and Mr. 
Newcomb to take the sheet and I would go forward and work the sail 
as I was much stronger and could probably work it qllicker. 

We beat by Lieutenallt De Long's boat and got n nrler the edge of the 
ice all righ\. Upon landinO', Lieutenant De Long- asked me whether 
Mr. Danenhower had assur~ed the charge of the boat; a:-;ketl why it was 
I permitted him to sail the boat. 1 stated the case as it was; that I did 
not like to see the first cutter beating' the whale-boat; that Mr. New
(lomb did not work the sail well, and tJlat I requested Mr. Danenhower 
to take the tiller; that I wonld work the sail much quieker. O~.ptain 
DeLong said that was all right, but that I must know that be did not 
intend that Mr. Dallenhower while on the sick-list should perform any 
duty. I told Mr. Danenhower of this, and he sltid he was able to do 
duty and would prefer to do duty. I 8;lirl that it was the captain's or
der, but that if he did not like that, I would go b,wk to Lieutenant De 
Long and ask to have him removed from my boat and some other per
son put in his place. He said that he did not wish it. He remarked 
at the time that he had rather be OD my boat than on any other boat. 
I then saill to him that we had been the best of friends and there was 
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no reason why we should not be best of frien~~ hereafter; that as l~ng 
as he was on the wbale-boat that I would nelL~er. do nor say anythmg 
that would be hurtful to llis feelings as a commIssIOned officer. 

This same day we left the small sleds behind, taking the boat sleds) 
which were heavy oaken sleds, and put them in our boats from t~e edge 
of the floe, working throngh the leads to the .southward, takmg the 
nearest leads as they presented themselves gomg' toward the south. 
The boats were very deeply loaded and we had great difficulty about 
keeping the (logs in the boats. There was no particular quantity of 
the provisions put, into each boat at this time. The boats were all loaded 
to the capacity at which they were supposed to safely float. There was 
more room in the first cutter and the wbale-boat than in the second cut· 
tel', and the dogs were carried in these two boats. The boats were 
being rowed at this time, and the dogs were very much in the way; the 
punching of the oars and the men's elbows against the dogs made them 
jump out of the boats on the floe, and the first day we lost the most of 
them. In a day or two all tbe dogs were gone, except two favorite 
dogs that the sailors tied fast in the boat, SnoozeI' in the first cutter 
and Kasmatka in the whale-boat. After journeying for a day or two 
there was another arrangement made about the tenting of the people: 
two tents were assigned to the whale- boat, and the owner of Kasmatka, 
Gortz, in charge of Kasmatka, was transferred to the first cutter; he 
took his dog witb him. At this time there were ten people on the whale· 
boat, thirteen people on the fir"t cutter, and ten people on the second 
cutter. When we landed at Bennett Island the water was running from 
all parts of the island from the melting snow and ice .• Before we left 
there it ceased to melt and was fref'zing. There was little or no run
ning water. "Yhen there were light falls of snow and the island was 
becoming wbitened with the falling snow; while tbe loose pack re
mained loose, that is, not cemented together by young ice, we got on 
very rapidly. You couId watch the floe pieces, part them, and get on 
very well with the boats, but the cold weather set in almost immediately 
and the young ice commenced to make among the loose pack, cementing 
them together. During the whole advance it \fas necessary to work 
tbe way through the young ice, where a couple of men over [were*l on 
the bows of the first cutter opened the way [breaking the wav with their 
feet*l, the first cutter taking the lead. • 

I will here state that ice a quarter of an iuch thick coulU not be rowed 
through by any of our boats; it was necessary to break the way. We 
followed the leads as long as they continued to the sonthward, and when 
we came up with a floe piece we hauled the boats out, mounted them on 
the sleds and haulen them across the floe, whatever the distance might 
be, and launc~illg them on [from *] the floe side toward the southward. 
We were havmg a good deal of willd at this time, wbich sometimes 
massed the loose pack together so that it was impossible to navigate 
through it. Dnring one of these blows we were cau O'bt in a snow-storm, 
anti we were. o.blige~l to camp for about twent,y.fom':"hours owing to the 
broken comhtJ?n of tbe lJack and the young ice not being strong enough 
to t~oavel 0v:er It. As soon as the snow-storm stopped we got under way 
agalll, haullllg the boats across the broken pack, plunged into the water 
as we came to any open lead, and finally made the oppoRite side of the 
floe. 

And the court tben, at 1.30 p. m., pelldinO' the furtber examination 
of this witness, adjourned to meet to-morrow ~ the 11th day of November, 
1882, at 10.30 a. m. 

* Correction by witness. 
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THIRTY· SECOND DAY. 

NAVY DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, D.O., Sa.turday, November 11, 1882-10.30 u. m. 

The court met pursuant to the adjournment of yesterday. 
Present, Oommodore William G. Temple, United States Navy, presi

dent; Capt .• Toseph N. :;\/filler, United States Navy, Commander Fred
erick V. McNair, United States Navy, members; and Master Samuel O. 
Lemly, United States Navy, judge-advocate. 

The record of the proceedings of yesterday, Friday, November 10, 
1882, the thirty-first day of the inquiry, was 1;hen read, and, after the 
correction of clerical errors, approved. 

Chief Engineer G. W. MELVILLE, United States ~avy, the witness 
under examination, then came in anli continued his answer to the pend
ing question, which was repeated by the judge-advocate as follows: 

Give a detailed statement of the retreat, after the loss of the vessel. 
The WITNESS. About this time the weather had set in pretty cold; 

the young ice was making in open leads, so that it was necessary to 
break the way for the boats. There were two men continually over the 
bows of the first cutter, breaking the wrty with pike poles, and looms of 
the oars, and often breaking the way with their feet and legs; but up to 
this time none of the party had suffered any from cold. The weather 
was snfficiently temperate, with the clothing we had on, and the labor 
that we were performing kept us sufficiently warm, and the sleeping bags 
were warm enough to sleep in at night. The severest part of the work, 
that most laborious, was performed wbile hauling on the floe, before we 
reached Bennett Island. There was so much soft snow and water on 
the surface oithe ice that it softened the soles of the moccasins, which 
were made of raw-hide, that is hoopjook; leather not answering for this 
purpose because it gets hard in cold weather. The soles of the mocca
sins would take in water if not made of raw-hide, and when the men 
were hauling, if their feet slipped, it would tear the bottoms out of their 
moccasins. 

In the start each person was told to carry three pairs of moccasins; 
in cold or dry weather this would have been plenty. But the water on 
the surface of the ice and the sharp, needled surface ice cut out the moc
casins so rapidly that we were soon very badly off for foot ge~r. AU 
the hoopjook skin that was in the ship was thrown out on t.he ICe and 
carried with us for repairing shoes. The sailors made thrum-mats to 
cover the ball of the foot, while others made little ma,ts of rope to cover 
the heel of the foot; they un spun the rope and laid it up in .sennit to 
make matR to cover their heels and tbe balls of their feet, sewmg these 
mats to the wrecked [ragged H] portion of their moccasins. The men 
also made soles for their shoes of canvas, rags, and the leather of the 
looms of the oars, the knapsack straps, and some of them made soles of 
wood. 

After Mr. Chipp took cbarge of the working party, I was set at work 
on the roads with the road party. Dr. Ambler, who bad been at work 
Oil the roads, in addition to caring for the sick, volunteer~d to work 
along with the men in the harnes,;, but aR we were gettmg on very 
rapidly at the time, it was not considered necessary. After we shoved 
off in the boats the labor was not as severe as it was when we were on 
the sledge, but we suffered more from cold sitting still in the boats • 

• Correction by witness. 
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While working throngh the leads w~ generally haul~d in alongside of a 
fioe piece at the noon-time for onr dmner, an~ at mght_ we hauled. out 
.and made camp for the night near the edge of the floe, III a convement 
place to launch our boats. Very often as the boats passed through the 
opening one following the other in regular order, the first cntter would 
pass th;ough, she would cause sutfi_ci~nt motion in the ice to start the 
pack in motion in the immediate VICllllty, and the passage that had been 
open to the boat that had already passed through would probably be 
closed to the next boat coming along. Sometimes it would nip and 
catch the ,whale-boat; at other times it would catch the second clltt,er, 
which was the rear boat, sometimes cutting off their passage entirely. 
The other boats would have to stop and haul the other boat over the 
fioe or she would take a circuitous route through the leads. As the 
season advanced the winds became stronger and the ice in the vicinity 
of the New Siberian Islands commenced to' be more broken up, and 
there was more open water, so that while we had open water to sail in 
we got along quite rapidly. At this time we wer~ carrying our boat 
sleds on the t(lP of the boat and carrying onr provisions inside of the 
boats. 

An equal distribution of the provisions had not been made up to this 
time, the greater part of the pemmican being carried in the first cutter 
and the whale-boat, the pemmican being used from the boat which con
tained the largest amonnt at the time being. 

In transporting the boats over the fioe, where a lead, we generally 
hauled the boat out, discharging her provisions, and we would then 
haul her out, mount the boat on the sled, and haul the boat up to the 
opposite edge of the fioe, then return with the sled and mount our pro
visions, tents, and camp equipage and haul it t,o the other side of the 
fioe, each boat's crew taking care of and hauling its own gear. In this 
way we got on quite rapidly, owing to the pleasant rivnlry between the 
boats' crews as to who would first get across the floe. 

When the boats were sailing in open water I was ordered to keep 
within hail at aU times of the commanding offieer; Mr. Chipp, in the 
second cutter, always bringing up the rear. When the assignment was 
ma?e of the officers and crews to the boats, Jack Cole, boatswain, was 
assIgned to my boat, Oaptain De Long informing me at the time that 
C~le was tbe best fore-and-aft sailor out of New York; that he had 
saIled ~he Dreadnaught across the Atlantic, and bad served as a watch 
officer III all the ocean races. He acted as coxswain of the whale-boat 
most o~ th~ time. Ou the day that we expected to reach or sig'ht the 
N~w SIbenan Islands there was a good deal of open water, considerable 
wlDd, all(~ the boats were running very rapidly. Before shoving off in 
the mOrDlDg from the fioe the captain directed us to fill all our kettles, 
:pots, and pans with snow for use as drinking water and for making tea. 
He al~o dIrected. us to make onr tea ill t.he boats, on this day for the 
first tIme; tha~ If the ,open water continue(l he would run all day, in 
hopes of reaclnng the Islands that night. About noon-time he passed 
th,e word to my boat, directing me to issue the' proper amount of pem
mICan and to m~ke our tea ill the boat. The second cutter heing astern 
o,f me, ~e a~so dIrected me to pass the word astern to, Mr. Chipp. We 
lIt the fire III the COOklllg stonos aud proceeded to melt the snow and 
make the tea, but during dillner tim~ Mr. Chipp's boat fell a long way 
a.stern. ,T~ler1 was a ,goo~ deal of wmd, and the ice was in rapid mo
tIon, whu'llDg III all dIrectIOns. The first cutter ran throuo'h a lead· I 
was clo.se aboard the first cutter, allCl fo~lowe(l quickly afte~, but bef~re 
Mr. ChIPP could come throngh the opemng, the ice closed on him. We 
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continned on for about an hour, and the second cutter not appearing 
Captain De Long ran his boat. in alongside a floe and I ran the whale~ 
boat in alongside of him. vVe waited for a little while to see if the sec
ond cutter would come up. The captain then directed the most of the 
people to go on the floe in the direction ill which the second cutter was 
last seen, to assist in getting the 1IecoII(1 cutter through. After the 
hands had started from the first enttct: aud tbe whale-boat, the crew 
of tbe second cutter was seen coming over the floe, oarrying their gear 
amI making a deposit of it and returning for their boat. I thirikbefore 
our party got to Uhipp's relief he mana,g'ed to get hi" llOat clear of the 
ice and laullched again. He then joilled coml)[IIl~' with the other two 
boats, and explained that his boat had got nipped in the ice aud was 
stow'. It was l)('(,(,I:'S<11',)' to put a patob Oil her. The delay in putting 
on the patch gaYl.~ the ice a ehauce to ...,100'3'.'. ill, which caused his delay 
in joining the other two boatl:3. By this mil:3ktp, we considered t.hat 
we had lost about three hours. The wind was freshening all the time, 
and carrying our sleds on the rail of our ~IOHts made'them ,",'ry top
heavy. The~' were large oaken sleds, «1),1 were laid along tl\{', boats 
athwartships just forward of the masts. 'Ve got under way and con
tinned to run in the directioll of the N e,1' Siberian Islands, expecting to 
make them at all,Y moment. The sea was so heavy, the boats beiug 
overloaded and top,heavy from the weight of the 1:31eds, that they COlli

menced to make yen bad weather. The first, cutt~r and wbale-boat 
were doing prett~· well, but both boats were takiug in considerable 
water. The second cutter was. behaYilig very ba(lly. When tbe sec
ond cutter came witbin hail of the captain's boat, Lieutenant Ohipp 
said he would ha\'e to haul out or heave his sled overboard, as he was 
in danger of swamping. All three boats tried to weather a point of ice 
beyond wbich was a cut-off [cO\'e ~,], and from which we could readily haul 
out; but failing in this, we haule(! out, on the left [weather*] edge of 
the pack. There was a good steacl~- sea rolling in then, "'hieh made 
this maneuver difficult and dangerons. A litt.Ie wbile after we hauled 
out the boats the idlOle of tue pack had. drh'en in together, so that 
there was little or no water to be seen, The New Siuerian Islands we,re 
in sight at this time. Several people in the whale-uoat saitl they saw 
the land. I believed I saw the lan(l, and after hauling out I heard 
other persons ill each of the uoats say that they hau seen the land; it 
bore to the southward of us. 

We camped that night and we were directed to cut up our sleds for 
fuel in order to save the alcohol. There was so much wind, and the ioe 
was in such rapid motioll, that In'. expected to be able to launch the 
boats on the morrow. On the next morning the pack was driven close 
together, the wind apparently haYi1lg- set the pack (loWII on to the land. 
The land in the morning was ill plain sight, estimated anywheres from 
ten to fifteen mileH distant; it might ue more, it migbt. be less. The 
captain said it was the island of Fadf'jov.-ski His obserYatiolls had been 
good, and he hoped to make the chanIlel leading bel ween the island of 
New Siberia amI the island of Fadejowski. , 

When the bread had given out, some t.ime previous to this, amI the 
ration of pemmican ha(lbeeu raised from a pound and a quarter to.a. 
Jlouud and a balf' amI as high as one and three-quarter poulJ(ls of pem
micau per day, the wbole ot'the working gang W8~S found to have faHen 
down in flesb althoutrh they were strOllO' and vigorous; the men wore 
trained .down 'light, bYlt wh;~t relll<1 i lied of them was hard as irOll. The 

• Correction by witness. 
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captain supplied them with an extra allowal?ce of pemmican in the boats 
[for the purpose of*J ,building them up, as ]~ appeared the people were 
running down too thm. 

,Vhile on the march across the floe, we got a very small amonnt of 
game towhat mio'ht have been expected of the summer season. We got 
a very few seals~ one walrus alld one bear, .the whole of ~h~ march. I 
do not know .the numberof seals. Mr. Colhns was the prInCIpal hunter 
while on the march. He carried his repeating Winchester rifle nearly 
the whole of the time and got the majoril.y of the seals shot on the 
march. At the time '\~7e were to the northward of the New Siberian Is· 
lands we caught a few seals, but, as I remember, I do not believe there 
was sufficient game procureu to supply the party for two days. 

Owing to the ice setting down on the islands it was impossible to 
move across the pack, and we were detaine,d there about ,ten days. 
During this time a constant watch was ~ept, llIght and daJ,', wl,th ord~rs 
throughout the camp for any person if they saw an opemng 111 the Ice 
to notify the commanding ofticer, that a start might be made if possible. 
While we were at this camp, Captain De Long sent for Lieutenant Ohipp 
and myself to come to his tent. He asked Mr. Chipp if he thought it 
was possible to take the boats across the broken pack to the land. Mr. 
Chipp replied that he did not think it could be done with safety. The 
pack was all alive and in motion. There was not sufficient footing for 
the people to hold on to in transporting the boats, andwecould not carry 
our provisioIlS in the boats without staving their bottoms. He asked 
me my opinion, and asked me if I thought the pack was worse than 
when I had landed at Henrietta Island. I told him that the pack was 
equally bad, and I did not think it was possible to get the boats to the 
island in safety; that no doubt we could take the boats ashore, but when 
we got them there they would be worthless. He remarked that [in 
that case*] there woule1 be no nse in taking them there. At the same 
time it would have been unwise to have attempted to carry our proviso 
ions loosely over the floe, as the pemmican and the cans were awkward 
to hold, and in falling overboard would be apt to be lost. He also sent 
for Seaman Starr, who spoke and read German. The captain at this time 
had a small German pampb let, known as OIle of Petermann's pu blicat.ions, 
that contained all the information that we possessed ill regard to the 
New Siberian Islands and theapproa.ches tothe Lena River. CStarr trans· 
lated the pamphlet, Mr. Chipp, Captain De Long, and myself going over 
the chart, De Long tracking the line as Starr made the translation. At 
this time De Long laid ont the course down through the channel between 
the New: Siberian I:>land and Fadejowski Island, pointing out the1u'omi. 
nent POlDts where we would make camps in the evening, allowing for 
a. .good da.y's work i or, in case of separation, as a rendezvous. He als(} 
dIscussed freely the best mode of advancing from New Siheria Island t(} 
the Siberian coast, going' from point to point and from island to island, 
to avoid as much as possi.ble any long sea passage. 
~nd !he ?ourt then, at 12.05 p. m., took a recess until 12.30 p. m., at 

WhICb, tllne It I'econyene(~, wi,tll all the members, the judge, advocate, and 
t~e WItness under exammanon, present, and the witness then continued 
hIS answer to the pending question as follows: 

There was no diffeI'ent [difference of*] opinion in regard to the course 
to be taken toward the Lena Delta Cape Barkin beinO' decided on as 
the best p,oint to reach. Captain De'Long at this time ~xpressed him· 
StU as belDg confident that we would find natives near this l)oint win-
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ter or summer. On the chart were marked winter huts, which further 
led us to suppose that we would filld natives there during the winter 
season. I suggested at this time that in case we made Oape Barkin it 
would be better to try to make an entrance to the river through olle of 
its eastern branches, because there were many brallches making out to 
the eastward and but two or three to the north ward. I also mentiorled 
at the time that the steamer Lella hatI remailJed off the north mouths of 
the river for three weeks, and eventually was ol>liged to make an eastern 
entrance. Mr. Chipp said, "Never mind, MelYille; she was a big ship; 
we are only small boats, so we will have no difficulty about getting in." 
De Long remarked at the same time, "You will have 110 difficulty ill ;your 
navigation, in case you shall become separated, because the coast line 
to the northward runs east and west near Barkiu, and north and souLh 
on the east side of the delta" and ill' case you strike the coast running 
east and west you will know that you are to the westward of Barkin, 
then work [llong the coast to the eastward until yon make Barkin, when 
you will be sure to find nati,'es. You will there undoubtedly find a 
native pilot who will pilot you into the main river. In case you strike 
the east side of the delta, in the line running north and south, .lou will 
know well enough that you are on the east side of the delta; then you 
can work up to the northward to Barkin and find a native pilot. "How-' 
ever," he said, "you keep within sight of me, and it will be all righ t." I 
think that was all that transpired a t the cOllncil in the tent. During 
the time that we lay there for ten days, we did what little fitting we 
could to our boats. We puttied up the "eams with tallow from the 
pemmjcan and calked them with pieces of rag and lamp wick-anything 
we could use for the purpose. Mr, Ohipp looked after the fittings of his 
boat, and I looked after the fittings of mine. 

Nindemann, who had charge of all the small fittings around the boats, 
was looking after the fittings of the first cutter. We fastened the boat 
covers down over the forward part of the boat [cover*], and made a 
mast coat on the boat capable [for the purpose*] of holding the cover 
up on the mast, but the c;:l,ptain cautioned me at this time agaillst cut
ting the boat cover of the wllale-boat. All small fittings of this kind 
were prepared in all three boats while we Jay at the "'i'ell-Day" camp: 
I think washboards or little pieces of weather cloths were titted on the 
second cutter at this time. I am not sure about the first cutter. At 
this time I did not have the weather cloths to the whale-boat. 

By the latter part of August, or after remaining tlle1'e about ten days, 
the ice commenced to open, or drift dOlVll through the channel between 
New Siberia and Fadejowski. As soon nr,; this was observed we lIauled 
the boats about a half a mile over the pack and landed [laullched * J 
them, and worked our way to the southwanl or toward the lantI. A 
few days previous to this time lallll was sightf\d away to the eastward 
of us, which we knew could be no other tllan New Siberian Island. De 
Long was pleased with his navicration, as he said to me the old chro
nometer had been upset from the'" sled and tuml>led upside down on all 
the jO~lruey, and yet it was running as true .as it ,,:as when we left San 
FranCISCO. He told me that he had struck h18 longltnde almost exactly; 
that it was jnst to the northward of Faflpjov,ski Island. 

Toward evening of the first day after we got under wa,y from the 
"Ten-Day" camp, the ice closed ill upon us and we were ob!iged to haul 
out; the watch was set, looking out for a movement of the Ice, alid very 
early the llext day all hands were called and launched the boats. We 
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worked that day to the southwar~, between. the islands, sighting land 
on the starboard side only that IS, not seemg the land on the' New 
Siberian side of the boat. Before night we were entirely clear of ice in 
this channel. Beyond was an ice bliuk to the southward. \Ve thought 
at times we could see the ice itself to the southward. An ice blink is 
a white or a light mark in the heavens, that shows.over a line or pack 
of ice, just the reverse of a blue spot that shows m the heaven~ over 
water in an ice pack. We ran along the coast on the southern sIde of 
I"ad~jowski, looking for a place to land. The water was very shoal, and 
we made some [several *J. ineffectual att~mpts to get ashore. Toward 
6 or 7 o'clock in the evemng we pulled III towards the beach near an 
ice foot at the head passes r one of the headlands ~] of ~he island: The 
captain directed me to put the most of my people mto hIS boat, hIS boat 
being grounded, alld go in with the whale.boa~ to t~y and make a land
ing. I also put out all my gear and pemmIcan mto the first cutter. 
After trying two or three places, I fonnd a place where the water was 
bold enough to get the whale-boat in, and jumped ashore. We then 
used the whale-boat as a ferry-boat to land all the people and all the 
supplies, and then hauled the three boats up on the beach. This was 

.really our first camp on the land, from the time that we joi~ed the ship. 
While we were at Bennett Island we camped on the Ice foot, the 
island on that side being too steep to set up onr tents. We camped 
there that night, and turned in. The people ran around the island 
in every direction, and they had to be cautioned not to go too far. 
Hunting parties were out with their guns, and found traces of rein· 
deer, but none were 8ighted. Mr. Newcomb, with his shot-gun, shot 
a few ducks, probably half a dozen i no other game was procured 
at this time. Some of "the people found a deserted ivory hunter's hnt, 
made near the banks of a small river, IV hich De Long found marked 
on his Peterman chart. The next morning we started to work on to 
the westward to try to make a run to the first headland on the island 
of Kotelnoi. We worked all day to the westward. There is a shoal 
making out to the southward that lay in our course. The wind again 
commenced to blow, and we tried to make a landing. The whale-boat was 
detailed, as on the evening previous, to find a landing. We found the 
nearest we could approach to the beach was from five hundred to seven 
hundred yards. The bottom was soft mud, and it was considered best 
to stand on. The night looked bad, and it was coming on to blow. The 
captain :was an.xious to land to avoid a bad night on the shoals. This 
seemed ImpOSSIble; so :ve worked on and off the shoals all night; some
tlmes the boats groundmg, and all hands had to get them off. The cap
tain said that the shoal had increased ,ery much to the south ward frOID 
its fo!mer position as laid down on the chart. Toward morning it was 
blowmg pretty fr~sh, and the second cutter got separated from us. We 
had a very 1:>a<1. mght, and we ran for the nearest floe-piece, where we 
hauled out tor breakfast, and after remaining there for a few hours the 
sea commenced to break over the fioe-piece that we were on and washed 
~~ out. By this time the second cutter hove in sight, and the three boats 
JOIned company and stood on to the southward aud westward far enough 
to take them c~ear ofthe Rh.oaJ. It was blowing pretty freE'h at this time, 
and the captam .headed ~IS .boat into the lead in the ice to get out of 
se~. I had no dlfficu1t.y In following him, the whale. boat being a fast 
saller; but the second cutter was much slower than either the first cutter 
or the w hale-boat. For this reason she dropped astern; at the same time 
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ehe was making very bad weather....:....tbat is she was taking in consider
able water. The ice was all in motion at this time, the leads open
ing and closing. Toward 5 o'clock in the afternoon we lost sight 
of the second cutter altogether, but supposed that she would work down 
through different leads after us. About 6 or 7 o'clock in the evening 
we hauled out on a solid portion of the floe, but the ice shoving up, we 
were obliged to shift from our position and haul over to another place. 

The same evening the ice set in around us solid. Tile boats were 
moored in two little holes of water. I do not think we hauled the boats 
out at tbis time. We set up the tents, and the birds that bad been 
shot at tbe island were distributed between the two boats' crews, the 
first cutter, and the whale-boat. We ate these for supper, or for break
fast. The next morning Captain De Long had a large black flag made 
of a piece of tarpanlin or black oil-cloth of some kind, and hoisted at 
bis mast· head, as a signal to attract the attention of Lieutenant Clipp 
in the second cutter. A lookout was kept at all times on one of the 
high masses of ice for tbe approach of the second cutter. The weatber 
was very stormy here all day, and we were all very miserable, bllt from 
tbe fatigue of the previons night on the shoals and the cold, the sleep 
and the rest were very acceptable. On the second or third day the man. 
on the lookout reported Lieutenant Chipp's boat in sight. I think Ani
guin, the Indian, was on watch at the time, and if he was not the man 
on the lookout I think be was the man who saw the boat. We watched 
the boat as sbe ran along the edge of the ice. She hauled out on tbe 
Hoe, and after a while we saw two people approaching us. They reached 
our camp that evening, and proved to be Lieutenant Chipp and Seaman 
Kuehne. We were aU \Tery glad to see him, because we knew that he 
had beavy weather, and feared some accident might bave happened to 
his boat. He made his report to tbe commanding officer, and paid a 
visit to the two tents in which I was located. He sat down, and we 
llad a talk, and he told me all about his troubles, and of the evening of 
bad weather~ which, be stated, as be was making toward the ice the sea 
came tumbling into his boat so rapidly that she nearly swamped; that 
they pulled [bailed'" J all the time [and were "'] very wet and frozen. He 
said that wben the boat struck tbe ice there was only one man in the 
boat who was able to jump out of the boat with apf1,inter and hold on 
to it. I think he said that this was Seaman Star; that himself and 
Mr. Dunbar, sitting up cramped in the boat, were so badly used up that 
they had to be lifted out of the boat. Mr. Dunbar before this time had 
been very sick on the retreat on the ice. It, was his bnsiness to track 
out a road for tbe advancing of our parties after the ca,ptain had laid 
the course. He traversed the floe to such an extent that every evening 
he was actually used up. Captain De Long cautioned him not to do 
this; tbat be was working himself down, and told him llever to put a 
harness on to assist in bauling any of the boats, as be had shown symp
toms of beart disease or giddiness of the head. But he used to traverse 
over the floe like a pointer dog, and in this manner \lsed hi.mself up. 
During the time that they were in the boat Mr. Dun bar and LIeutenant 
9hipp, while in smooth water, used to take turns ill steering; but when 
Itwas bad weather Mr. Chipp never allowed anyone to steer the boat 
but bimself. For tbis reason he was very much exhausted when be 
joined company. The next day Lieutenant De Long ordered an advance 
of boats over the pack to where the second cutter lay in the open water. 
Tbis was a very difficult task, as the pack was a11100se and more or less 
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1 n motion' :vet we carried all our provisions, also our light gear, as far 
over as the'second cutter, Nindemann and Bartlett going ahead staking 
the road for the boats to follow along. Toward the afternoon we arrived 
with all our gear safe at the open water where the second cutter was. 
This was probably a distance of a mile to a mpe and a quarter,. to a w!de 
lead. After getting ready to start, .th~ captam fell overboard lU gettmg 
into his boat. Somebody hauled hIm III over the stern. He went clear 
down out of sight, and of ~ourse was wet to the skin. 
~ • The island of Kotelnoi was in sight, but we could not. have st.opped 
at this time, and so pitched c~mp, and the s~me. evenll1g got Into a 
bigbt of water formed b.V the ICe and an ope~llng III the lan~. It was 
blowing pretty fresh. The boats were runmng pretty raploly. We 
hanled up at the edge of the ice, the captain takeing most oftbe men out 
of my boat; but soon he sent we in to souud the way to t~e cape, and, 
if possible, round the cape. As soon as he saw me approachll1g the land, 
and turn our boat round and return, the other two boats advanced, the 
second cutter taking the lead, rounded the cape and hauled out in a lit
tle cove or bay, the hills and mountains of Kotelnoi to the northward 
and westward of us. I went alongside of the first cutter and received 
the remainder of my crew. Followillg the first cutter all three boats 
hauled out on the island of Kotelnoi. . 

And the court then, at 1.30 p. m., pending the further examination of 
this witness, adjourned to meet on Monday, the 13th day November, 
1882, at 10.30 a. m. . 

THIRTY-THIRD DAY. 

NAVY DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, D. a., Monday, November 13,1882-10.30 a. m. 

The court met pursuant to the adjournmeut of Saturday, November 
11,1882. 

Present, Commodore William G. Temple, United St.ates Navy, pret::i. 
de.nt; CaptaiTn :!osep~ N. Miller, United States Navy, Commander Fred. 
erIck V. McliiaIr, Umted States Navy, members' and Master Samuel 
C. Leml.v, United States Navy, judge-advocate. ' 
~he record of the proceedings of Saturday, November 11,1882, the 

thIr~y-second day of the inquir;y, was then read, and, after correcting 
~lerIcal errors, approved. 

Chief-Engineer GEORGE W. MELVILLE the witness under examina· 
tion, ~hen ca~e in and continued his testim~ny, in answer to the pending 
que~tlOn, Whl~h was repeated by thejuclge-advocate, as follows: 

GIVe a detaIled statement of the retreat after the loss of the vessel. 
. ~he WI'1.'NESS. We set up the tents. The people gathered large quan. 

titles of dnft-wood th~,t they found on the low sand-spit, and built large 
fires t? dry our clotlung and warm ourselves. Before we left the isl. 
and [lCe*] the p'revious day Captain De Long detached tiwo!llcn from 
the second cutter, and sent Seaman Manson to the whale· boat and the 
coo~2 ~h Sam, to the first cut~e~. While at the" Ten-Day" ~amp the 
pro, ~slOns had been e9.ually ~I VIded, except one can of pemmican, that 
the first cutter was stIll carryIng for t.he second cutter. We remained 
at the camp ou' the isl~nd of Kotelnoi, one night. The next day all 
hands started out to see If they could find game. Many reindeer tracks 
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were found, but no reindeer were seen by anybody. While running on 
the south side of the island, before making this harbor or this camp, 
Mr. Newcomb shot a number of ducks from the bow of the whale-boat· 
They were equally distributed among the messes, and ate at the camp 
at Kotelnoi. The next morning we sailed the boats arouud the point, 
and tried to work along the water-leads between the grounded ice and 
the shore. We proceeded this way for abo,ut half a day, when the ice 
had shoved up on to the land so that the boats had to be hauled out 
on their keels for a distance of more than a mile on the sand [snow*]. 
Wherever there were sand patches the boats were hauled across the 
sand patches. All the small gear and camp equipment was carried on 
the people's backs to lighten the boats. I think every person that was 
able to carry anything to assist <1t this time did carry the gear. Each 
boat's crew handled its own boat and carried its own gear. While 
making this approach, Mr. Dunbar was struck with faintness or giddi
ness, wh~ch the doctor thought to be heart disease .. He dropped down 
while assisting in haulin'g the boat. He was told to desist from doing 
any further work, and early in the afternoon we got our boats floating 
again, and made a good run along the south side of the islands, until 
night fell. The boats were hauled out. We camped. The next day 
launched the boats, and kept on in the boats, pulling most of the time, 
but sailing whenever the wind served. This evening we camped on 
the southernmost point of Kotelnoi. It was about the 6th of Septem
ber we shoved off from Kotelnoi, intending to make the run to the next 
and nearest island, Stolbovoi. Before shoving off we filled our pans 
and pots and kettles with snow, to be used for drinking-water. The 
wind was quite fresh, and we had considerable to do in keeping the 
boats. clear of the ice. We were under way with the sails all day, all 
three boats keeping pretty close together. 'l'oward night it came on to 
blow very hard; the boats were making very bad weather. The whale
boat jibed and broached to and once filled with water. We lowered 
the sail and bailed her out and kept her head to the sea with the oars, 
and caught up with the other boats again. We were under way all 
night this night, running into the loose pack and broken ice, at times 
losing sight of each other, but coming [running*] in the same direction. 
We got into the loose ice, where the sea did not have much effect on us, 
and the three boats hauled up at a large floe-piece in the morning, where 
we made tea and had breakfast. It had been pretty cold the night be
fore; all hands were very wet and most of us pretty badly used up. 
The sun came out fine that day, and after working on toward the island 
of Stolbovoi, which was in sight to the eastward of us, we hauled out 
on a floe· piece, pitcbed oU1'·tents, and lay there until the next morning, 
when we got. under way and stood to the westward. The ice was con
siderably scattered, and we rowed and poled the boats through the loose 
pack. During- this day we camped on the ice. About the 9th of Sep
tember we sighted the island of Semenowski, and worked uutil late 
that night to try and make the land, to camp on the island. Darkness 
and fog set in, and we hauled out on a large floe-piece that was grounded 
near the island. On the morning of the 10th we found ourselves within 
a mile or a mile and a half of the island. We got the boats under way 
and pulled around the northern end of the island, turned to the south
war,dand continued along the west side of the island to the sonthwa,rd 
untIl noontime. A convenient place offering to land and have Ollr dIll
ner presenting itself, the boats were hauled into a little cove, and we 
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went ashore and got water and made the tea and ate our diuner. The 
people who went after the tea-water reported to the. captain that they 
had found the tracks of a bear and the tracks of remdeer. After din
ner we started to proceed to the southward with the boats, and a hunt
ing party was detailed from each boat to spread themselves across the 
island and march to the southward, to intercept any game that might 
be on the island. The huntiug party came across a doe and her fawn. 
The doe was killed by the hunting party; the fawn escaped. The hunt
ing party hailed the boats; the reindeer was tumbled down the banks 
and put in the second cutter, and De Long directed us all to land. By 
this time it had got toward evening; we set up the tents, dressed the 
deer and cooked portions of it for supper. In the mean time hunting 
parties were sent out to try and capture the fawn. At the same time 
Mr. Newcomb, with a shot-gun, shot a number of ptarmigan and a 
couple of geese. The hunt for tile fawn was not successful. We had 
two suppers that night of the reindeer meat .. AltJ~ough the weather 
was cold, it was wet and raw. We consumed the deer, as it would be 
likely to spoil if we attempted to carry the fresh meat in our boats. 
The next day was Sunday. A hunt was again instituted for the fawn, 
which was unsuccessful, and we lay in camp all day Sunday. While 
we lay there on Sunday, Nindemann fitted new wash-boards or cloths 
to the first cutter. J cut the boat cover from the stern up as far as the 
foremost [mast*J and had Bartlett and Mr. CoTe fit stanchions inside of 
the boat; the lower ends rested on the ribbons, the upper ends sixteen 
or eighteen inches above the rail, and bored holes in the gun wale of the 
boat to lash the stanchions fast. We tacked the canvas around on the 
outside and sewed a piece of canvas across the forward part of the boat 
cover to keep the water out and high enough to go [to prevent water. com· 
ing*] over the forecastle [from tumbling*J into the cockpit of the boat. 
This gave us weather-cloths eighteen inches high, and the cloths were 
long enough or wide enough to hold up on the men's backs to the wind
ward when they sat in the boat. All the boats had some fitting of this 
kind at the island of Semenov (Semenowski). About 8 o'clock on Mon
day morning the boats were shoved off, standing to the southward, 
Lieutenant De Long informing us that it was about ninety miles south
west to Barkin, the point of our destinatIOn. We stopped at the island 
of Vashily, and one of the boats I think left a record. I did not see the 
r~c?rd go ashore, but I understood it was left there; but the island was 
VISIted for some purpose. We ran on until about noontime. The wind 
was freshening at the time, the boats making pretty good weather. 
~e hauled out about nOOlftime at the edge of the ice-floe and had our 
dmner: It was this day, before noontime, on the day before we arrived 
at the Island of Semenov, that in running through the 100l'1e ice the plug 
of the whale~boat was forced out; at the same time she struck heavily· 
on some loose pieces of ice. I thought she was stove and hailed the cap
tain and told him the difficulty_ He' ord ered me to'take her out to the 
nearest floe and haul her out, the other boats hanling up at the same 
time and having their dinner. I found the botton\ of the boat stove 
a little at one of the joints; put on a leather [lead *] patch sawed off 
the bottom of the boat plug, so that it should not be pushed out here
after. That _ same ~fternoon in following the first cntter through a 
narrow lead III the ICe, I strnck the starboard side of the whale-boat 
against th.e sharp ice and stove her in; this was patched by a piece 
of wood WIth copper tacks. After leaving the edge of the ice-floe, we 
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ran on, making pretty good weather, but the wind freshening all the 
time. While on the ice I asked Mr. Chipp if he had received the 
remainder of his pemmican. He said he had not, but he supposed he 
would get it this day as we were toward the end of the ice. I do not 
know whether he should have had a whole can or a portion of a can of 
pemmican from the first cutter. I had none belonging to anyone else 
except to my own boat's crew. Toward o'clock it was blowing so 
fresh that the boats reefed down. The whale·boat had a double·reefed 
sail at this time While we were in the pack and in the loose leads, I 
had Mr. Cole act as coxswain all the time. As we generally hauled 
out at night everybody could rest. The crew was divided into two 
watches working at the oars, but necessarily two hours each. But when 
we got in the open water, after the first night's gale, it became neces· 
sary to put the other three seamen in the watches at steering, as there 
was little or no rowing done when we were in the open water. Mr. Cole 
was pretty old, and the cold weather and sleeplessness appeared to make 
him stupid, so that I directed that Leach, Manson, and Wilson should 
take tricks at steering. About 7 o'clock in the evening it was blowing 
a whole gale of wind, and the boats were making considerable water. 
At this time the wind was about northeast, and we were running dead 
before it, keeping the sail out by a boat-hook to prevent its jibing. I 
hall orders to keep astern of the first cutter, but the sea was running so 
that every time I would lower the sail a little to slacken the boat's 
speed and have the men gather in the belly of the sail, the sea would 
come in on us over the stern. The sea was so-heavy and rnnning before 
the wind that it was impossible to work the boat well with tiller and 
sail to deaden her speed. About 7 o'clock in the evening some person 
in the whale-boat told me that the captain was making signals to me. 
At this time I was on his weather bow, to windward and ahead of him. 
I looked and saw him wave his hand at me or toward the boat. I then 
told the man at the halliards to lower the sail very carefully and have 
a hand or two gather in the sail at the foot from the water, to slacken 
the speed of the boat, and drift down toward the first cutter. This 
slackening the speed of the boat caused the sea to come tumbling in 
over the stern, but we drifted down so as to be almost within hail of 
the first cutter. At this time the cap,.!;ain,·seeing the condition my boat 
was in, shook his head and waved his arm, as much as to say-I under
stood it to mean-" Go on ;" or that he did not want to speak to me. At 
the same time he turned around and waved his arm toward the second 
cutter. I supposed at this time that he wanted the second cutter to come 
within hail, either for instructions or tu put the pemmican in Chipp's boat, 
in case it had not been done before we left the edge of the ice. I do not 
know whether Lieutenant Chipp got the remainder of his pemmican or 

. not. I understood the signal" to run and take care of ourselves," al
though I had orders to keep in sight of the commanding officer at. all 
times; but the sea was so heavy and the boat was taking in so much 
water that I felt the necessity of running to keep before it. I then di
rected the boat to'be hauled a point or two further to the southward, 
so as to bring the wind on the quarter to prevent the jibing of the sail 
and make better weather. In a few minutes I was out of sight of the 
other two boats. In fact this is the last I saw of the second cutter and 
her people, and I saw nothing more of the first cutter and her people 
until I found them dead in the Lena Delta [except Nindemann and N oros, 
whom I met at Bulun about November 2*]. 

When the boat was hauled on the wind a little she made much better 
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weather. I then told Mr. Danenhower, who was sitting by me in the 
stern-sheets, that if this weather continued, unless we could .come up 
with the ice it would be necessary to heave the boat to. He SaId, "Yes, 
Melville yo~ should have hove her to before." We then set about mak
ing the drag. The different articles in the boat being discussed which 
would best answer the purpose, Mr. Danenhower prop~sed to use the 
oars and other liO'ht gear we had in the boat to use as a drag. I said 
that would not d~ for we might lose them, and we would have to hold 
on to our oars. After some discussion I concluded to Use tent-poles 
lashed together and covered by a piece of canvas, giving us about six 
square feet of surface. The ends of the ~en~-pol~s were tipped with 
brass which answered for the purpose of smkmg It, but was not con
sider~d quite enough. We unrove a small watch-tackle we had in the 
boat to use as an anchor, and the additional weight of the blocks to be 
used in assisting in sinking the drag. When all things were ready, Mr. 
Danenhower said, "Melville, will you let me heave her to ¥" I did not 
answer for a moment, but thougllt if there was any advantage in mak
ing use of a professional mau's ability it was my duty to permit him to 
perfl)rm the evolutiou. I told him to go ahead. When all things were 
in readiness, the oars prepared, and the sails lowered, Mr. Danenhower 
giving the orders, the boat was first brought nearly round, head to the 
sea, but she shipped cOlJsiderable water, nearly swamping. Then the 
boat was put off again and steadied in the water, until a quiet spell 
came, when a second time she was brought round fairly, and the drag 
hove out. At first the drag kept rising to the surface and drifting home 
on us. We had two fire-pots in the boat or cooking-stove~. I direoted 
the copper one to be run down over the drag-rope to assist in burying 
the drag. This kept the drag below the surface all right, and now all ' 
did pretty well. 

In dragging the boat over the ice the lower gudgeon of the rudder 
had become broken, and I had tern porarily repaired it many times. But 
on this occasion the iron work could not be repaired, so that for that 
moment the boat was steered by a steering oar or paddle at times
sometimes the steering-oar, sometimes the paddle. We cleared the 
stern-sheets to make room for the mauwith the steering-oar. The boat 
kept taking in water during 1;he night, and all hands remained under 
the shelter of the weather-cloth or covered themselves with the water· 
proof blankets we had in the boat, and kept down ont of the force of 
the gale. I directed the three seamen to take the watches to keep the 
b?ats's hea?- up .t? the ~ea) the r~st of the people being ~mployed all 
mght long m balhng. ThIS contmued until the evening of the 13th of 
September. I should have said that the gale occurred on the 12th of 
September: About evening of the 13th about 5 o'clock the wind and 
sea had gone down so that it was perfectly safe to run. 'We hauled in 
the drag, got the boat uuder way, and stood first to the westward and 
then to the southwest off [for *] the coast of the Lena Delta. When we 
heaved the boat to I considered that we had run about forty miles, and 
~hat the boat was hove to about fifty miles from the Lena Delta. Dur
I~g the whole of the gale the wind was about northeast. This wonld 
gIVe us a sout~lwest drift, without allowing for the current and would 
draw [have dnven*] us down in the direction in which I ';'as ordered 
to g?; but when I got the b~at under way my intention was to stand to 
the lSout:hwest .. On the mormng of the 14th the boat grounded on a shbal, 
out of SIght of land, the young ice making along the coast. 

* Correction by witness .. ---~~----.---------



LOSS OF THE STEAMER JEANNETTE. 117 

And the court than, at 13 m., took a recess until 12.30 p. m., and then 
reconvened, with all the members, the judge-advocate, and the witness 
under examination present; and the witness then continued his testi-
mony, in answer to the pending question, as follows: , 

Several of the people stood up ill the boat, looking in the direction in 
which we supposed we saw what looked like land, but were not certain. 
I tried to work to the southward, but alwa~-s bronght up in shoal water. 
I worked to the- eastward, taking some time trying [trying from time 
to time * J to work to the south ward again to the land, in hopes of 
making Oape Barkin, as my orders directed. I worked on to the 
eastward all day long and tried to work to the southward. but would 
always bring up in shoal water. Toward six o'clock in the evening 
the weather looked bad, and I was in shoal water; so feared if a blow 
came on the boat would be rolled ovet in the surf on the shoals; 
so I worked as rapidly as possible toward the eastward, until I 
found the water deepening, and then I laid the course southeast, for 
I was now standing, as I supposed, into the bay of Maloi. The next 
morning at 6 o'clock I put the boat about and stood oft· to the south
west, in hopes of striking the north and south coast of the delta. 
The current running out of the rivers to the eastward gave me so much 
of an easterly set that I did not make the coast-line on the eastern side 
of the delta until the morning of the 16th. As we approached the coast 
we saw the mountains to the southward. Mr. Danenhower advised me 
to go to the southward to where we saw the mountains, but my orders 
told me to go to Barkin. Remembering my instructions, after I struck 
the'east coast of the delta, standing north and south, I should follow up 
the coast-line to the northward to Barkin. At this time I cannot state 
how far I was to the southward of Barkin on the east coast, but about 
six o'clock on the morning of the 16th we raised two low sand-spits or 
headlands forming the mouth of a large river. The water was muddy, 
and upon tasting it we found the water was brackish. The people had 
not had anything to drink since the noon of the 12th, and were' an anx
ious to drink the water, which we found was brackish only. I stood in 
between the two headlands, and as we approached we found the water 
getting sweeter. I tried to make a landing at one of the headlands at 
the mouth of the river, but the shoal made so far off and the swell roll
ing in, nearly capsized the boat. We managed to get her off and stood 
up the muddy river between the two headlands. We soon found that 
the water was. perfectly fresh, aud from this I concluded I was in one of 
the eastern branches of the river. I had a small chart in pencil that 
was copied from De Long's chart while we were OIl tJ:te march. This 
showed many entrances on the eastern side of the delta. The river 
that I made was ,ery wide at its mouth, the headlands being' barely 
discernible from one side of the river to the other, Illld the river dis
charges its water very rapidly. The wind was from the eastward. We 
~orked on up the river; the channel was so crooked that woe were con
t~nual\y grounding. The river was full ot shoals and sand-spItS., Some
times we would be in three or four fathoms of water, and at tunes the 
boat would be aground. We kept a man sounding all the time with a 
seven-foot tent-pole. In sounding on the north coast of the delta, as 
well as to the eastward of the delta, I got soundings with the wnt-pole. 
My orders directed me to go to Barkin, where I would find a pilot, but 
I had got into the river and was loath to turn back. I did not know how 
far I was from Barkin at the time, and in talking the matter over with 
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the people in the boat I made np my mind that if the river d~d not show 
evidence of being a narrow and deeper channel at noon-tI.me that I 
would turn round aud go out of the river a;nd try to make. Barkin in 
accordance with my orders. I had been t~YlIlg all the morDlng to ?l~ke 
a landing .. We were all very badly cramped, cold, and wet by sIttmg 
quiet in the boat during the gale. At 12 o'clock I stopped the boat and 
was about to pull her up [put her about*l to go out of the river again 
to try to work my way up to B.arkin,. w~en ~artle~t, hearing .o~r ?on: 
versation said" Why Mr. MelvIlle, thIS rIver IS as bIg as the MISSISSIPPI 
at New Orlean's and instead of being a narrow swamp [river*] as you 
suppose it is, it'must be one of the main branches of the r~ver." From 
what I had heard and seen, and from what the commandmg officer of 
the ship had said, I understood, or was made to belie:~, that there 
were many natives all over the Lena Delta; many huntmg lodges and 
huts and permanent huts, marked winter huts on the chart! in which I 
supposed natives lived all the year round. After my exper~ence of the 
four days previous in the gale, and after the gale at sea, I did not want 
to go to sea again, and thought it better to try and find the natives any· 
where in the vicinity of the river. I simply headed the boat up stream, 
kept working the boat up the river toward its source or head. Toward 
evening of the first day, after making many attempts to land, we Sighted 
a hut on the bank, and that evening hauled out above it .. The hut was 
deserted, but there was evidence of people having been there but a short 
time before. We hauled our boat up, got all our gear out of the boat, 
built a fire in the hut, and set about drying our clothes and making tea 
for supper. 

Un the evening of the 12th of September, when we dropped company 
with the first cutter, I thought it prudent to put everybody on half 
rations, that is, a half of a pound and a half of pemmican a day, or three
quarters of a pound of pemmican per man per day. By so doing our five 
days' provisious was made to stand out for about ten days. When we 
got out of the boat to go to the hut we were all so badly used up with 
the cramps in our legs, feet, and hands, which were so badly swollen 
from the cold, that the majority of us were barely able to walk. We 
had paddled round in the icy waters of the river, our moccasins all open, 
but [and*] I sUPPost·d that the ice-water would dra w the frost out of' our 
feet and legs; but after we made a fire and crawled in the hut our feet 
a1!d legs be~an to thaw ,out; theyains were terrible; nobody slept that 
Dlght; and m the mormng our feet and legs were worse off than they 
were the day before. 

vye shoved off the boa~ in the morning and continued up the river 
agamst the stream, the nver all the time making to the northward of 
west, sometimes as high as northwest. On the little chart that I had 
was an island laid down in the mid-channel of the river and the river 
was very broad. This led me to suppose that I was in the main branch 
of the river, near Cape Bukoff. We worked along all day, and finally 
turned ~ he~dlan.d to the southward; I thought it waf> the main branch 
of the river Itself. It was a large range [long reach *] of water making 
dne north and south to the llo~thward of the camp and the so~thwartL 
I mad,e the camp on a sa~d-spit at the foot of a headland forty or fifty 
feet high. We called thIS Mud Camp, owing to the muddy conditio!lOf 
t~e beach on w~ich we camped. ,Mr. Danenhower, Bartlett, and some 
one else went off the on, top of a hill to sleep in some hunter's lodge that 
we saw on top of the hill, In the morning got ready to shove off. All 
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hands in the boat, with but one or two exceptions, were pretty badly 
crippled from frozen feet and legs. vVe gathered up all our gear, and 
gettingiUn the boat, got ready to start. lVIr. Danenhower said: " lVIelville, 
if you like, I will be your coxswain forto-d,ay." I said: "All right; tumble 
in, everybody." We pushed the boat off, standing to the southward an 
hour and a half or two hours. On this dayJ think the wind was from 
the westward; however, we stood to the sorlthward, and the wind was 
abeam. The people were pretty badly crippled; the boat,was taking in 
considerable water, and after being under way for an hour and a half 
or two hours, we came up with a couple of nice-looking houses on the 
west bank of the river, looking as though intended for a permanent 
dwelling-place of the natives. We landed here and unloaded the boat 
and carried all our gear up to the hOllses to dry them out. Our two 
previous attempts at camping not giving us any rest or sleep, we staid 
at this place all day and all night. We found the huts well supplied 
with wood and evidences that the people had left there but a short time 
before; fresh 01fal of fish and reindeer and stuff of that kind was lying 
about there. 

On the 19th, as I supposed, in the main river, keeping the west bank 
of the river aboard, and after running a little while we passed from the 
river into a great bay, fifteen or twenty miles across, on which the land 
could not be seen on the opposite side. Then I found myself in a bay, 
a labyrinth of sand-spits aml shoals, but still kept trying to work to the 
southward. Finally we raised a headland to the southward that showed 
some houses on it. I made toward these houses, in hopes of reaching 
the.m by noon-time, where we could cook our tea and take our dinner, 
but the channel was so intricate that we could not haul [go a mile*] in 
,anyone direction; it was continually bringing up on a sand-spit. About 
1 o'clock in the afternoon, we finally effected a landing to to the east
ward of the huts which I was trying to make. We went on shore and 
had our dinner, at this time a quarter of a pound of pemmican and tea. 
We soon saw the evidences of this ha,ving been a thriving fishing sta
tion, and got ready to shore off again to work our way toward the huts. 
We saw three natives approaching us in their canoes; we pulled up 
toward them, beckoning. The natives came alongside; they appeared 
a little alarmed at first, and kept away from us; a young fellow, more 
venturesome than his two companions, came alongside, and I told one 
of the men to offer him a piece of pemmican to eat; told hilil first to 
eat a bite of it himself. This brought him alongside, and he took the 
pemmican. I then told one of the men to seize his canoe and hold on 
to it. This alarmed him a little at first. We then showed him our 
guns and hatchets, and other gear we had in the boat, and made him 
understand by signs that we were friendly toward him. In the mean
time the other two men, with their canoes, bad drifted with the stream 
and hauled out on the beach, and we hauled out the whale-boat by the 
canoes. We mafle some tea and put a little alcohol in it to please the 
natives; the alcohol was put only ill that given to the three natives, 
about a table-spoonful of alcohol in each. They gave us some fish and 
a goose and a piece of venison. Our people chopped them np and put 
them in the kettle and made a stew, and all hands partook of it. In 
the mean time we got on very comfortable terms with the natives, and 
by means of pencil sketches we made them understand that we wanted 
them to take us to Bulun. They made me understand that it was in;t
possible, stamping on the ground and talking of the ., booze." At thIS 
time we supposed the " booze" meant the gronnd; afterward we found 
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it meant the lce in the river. When I insisted on their conducting me 
to Bulunone of the y.mng men in pantomime laid down on tl~e grouud, 
and by pantomime made us understand that we would all dIe, saymg 
"Pomerie pomerie" which we afterwards learned meant that we would 
die. We in turn l~ade them understand by pantomime that we must 
go to a place to get something to eat and a place to sleep. I ma?e them. 
a sketch putting one canoe ahead of another, one man paddling, the 
whale-b~at as she looked, and the other two Cianoes following. I made 
them understand that they must take me to that place to sleep; they 
understood me very readily. As soon as we finished our meal we started 
off, and they conducted us to the place where the houses w:ere, on the 
lleadland, to which we were trying to get them to go along II had been 
trying to get all day long*]. On arriving there we found that they had ' 
been fishing there. They had their nets and fishing gear there; in the 
settlement there w~re two or thr~e habitable huts and storeh?uses, and 
a grave-yard. ThIS place I afterward found to be called LIttle Oape 
Borkhia. We staid tllere that night, the natives stayi'llg there with us 
and catching us fish. In the morning they got r~ady to go. I then 
tried tiD induce t4em to conduct us to Bnlun, or to go with us as a pilot. 
In the morning we found that one of the three natives had left. He 
said the evening before that he was going to get us something to eat. 
vVhen we got ready to shove off, the young man not desiring to go with 
us, I tried to force him into the boat. At this he became very much ex
cited and went through the motions of dying, stamping on the ground, 
seized the gunwale of the boat as in the act of hauling her along the 
land, crying, :, Pomerie, pomerie booze pomerie," which I afterward found 
out meant that we would have to haul the boat over the ice in the river; 
that in attempting to get to Bulun we would die. . 

And the court then, at 1 p. m., pending the further examination of 
this witness, adjourned to meet to-morrow, the 14th day of November, 
1882, at 10.30 a. m. 

THIRTY-FOURTH DAY. 

NAVY DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, D.O., Tuesday, November 14, 1882-10.30 a. m. 

The court met pursuant to the adjournment of yesterdav. . 
Present, Oommodore William G. Temple United States· Navy presi

dent; Capt. Joseph N. Miller, United States Navy Commande~ Fred
erick V. McNair, United States Navy, members; ~nd Master Samuel 
C. Lemly, United States Navy, judge-advocate. 

?'.he re~ord of the pro~eedi;ngs of yesterday, November 13,1882, the 
thll~y-thlrd day of the mqmry, was then read, and, after correcting 
clencal errors, approved . 

. Ohief Engine~r GEORGE W. MEL VILLE, the wiliness under examina
~lOn, the~ came 1,n and continued his testimony in answer to the pend
mg questIOn, whlCh was repeated by the judge-advocate as follows: 

Question. Give a detailed statement of the retreat after the loss of' 
the vessel. 

The WITNESS. The native.s would not go along with us to pilot us. 
I p~shed off the boat and trIed to work my own way up the river, fol
lowmg along the west bank. The water was so shoal along the bank of 
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the river that I was ob~iged ~o beat [pnsh *] ont into the bay, following 
the channel and soundmg wIth tent-poles. I always tried to work to 
the southward. The bay was so full of shoals and sand-spits that we 
could not go in any particular direction-just kept over the deep water 
by missing the sand-spits. vVe worked all day in the boat until about 
5 o'clock in the evening, when it seemed impossible to go anywhere 
except to the eastward, which was entirely out of the course. Toward 
evening the weather looked bad, and the wind blew so that about 5 
o'clock in the evening we put the boat about, intending to return to 
the lmt where the natives were. It began to hail and snow. As the 
darkness extended, the channel being so tort.uous, it was impossible to 
run directly back to the place from which we started. After dark we 
found the boat in the lee of a shoal, which kept the sea from breaking 
over us, and then drove three tent-poles into the sand or mud, not hav
ing an anchor. I made the boat fast to the tent-poles by slipping the 
end of the painter, on which was a bowline, so that it might sink down 
to tJw surface of the earth and not pull the poles out. The night was 
very cold; wind and. snow and hail; all hands were very uncomfortable. 
As soon as daylight came, got under way again and stood back to 
where we left the natives in the hut at Cape Borkhia. By this time 
we found that the people who had not been pretty badly frozen before 
were now very badly frozen. It was my intention to return to the 
huts, to induce the natives to pilot me through to Bulun, or to one of 
their villages, either to remain by them or make them prisoners-make 
them go with me. Toward 1 o'clock we were in the vicinity of the 
huts, but not quite sure of our position. We went ashore and made tea 
and had our dinner. While we were getting the dinner some of the 
men who had an argument jumped up on the bank and ran along in 
the direction in which the huts were supposed to be. They returned 
in a few minutes and said they could see the huts at Borkhia, and 
had been as far as the first place that we had taken dinner the day 
before. We then shoved off and came up to the huts at Cape Borkhia 
early in the evening. On our arrival there we found that there were 
four natives. The young man who had met us, who had worked and 
assisted us in getting our boat ashore and helped to carry a portion 
of our gear up to their huts was [not*1 here. We then found that 
the young man had gone after the Starosti or head man of the vil
lage. He brought some venison with him and they got some more 
[fisht]. We got supper at the huts and slept there that niglIt. The 
next morning we made the Starosti understand that I wanted to go 
to Bulun. He at first demurred about going to Bulun, but finally 
consented. He measured the draft of the water of the boat on his pad
dle. I made him understand that his boat drew about 6 inches of 
water, while mille drew about 2 feet. He appeared to understand that 
all right and we shoved off. Instead of going in the direction of Bulun, 
however, he went down the stream to the southward and eastward, and 
after knocking about in the shoals all da.,". finally landed in the evening 
on the beach, made a fire, and we camP9d 011 the beach that night. We 
got nnder way the next morning and reefed the sail of the boat, an 
he took us through a small. ~iver, and that night we camped in two or 
t~ree deserted huts. The pilot made ns ullderstand that there was so 
lIttle water in the bay that he could not go directly down to the village 
to which he was taking us. POI' tl1at reason he would take us out of 
one of the small rivers to the sea, then back again, and then around all 
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island in the main river and eventually to a deserted village called 
Arii. We arrived there 'about the 25t]:t day.of Sep.tember: The pilot 
then told us that his arm was so weak that It was ImpOSSIble fur him 
to conduct us any further. We remained at Arii. Here the pilot sent 
one of the young men who had accOll!panied us in tl~e caJ?oe to ask t.he 
Starosti of the village of Arii to assIst us. He arrIve? m a ?oat wIth 
two women and a young man, and the young man was ImmedIately de· 
tailed as a pilot to take us to Geeomovialocke. Th.ey g~ve me a ~?ose 
that had been boned and three or four geese stuffed mto It as proVISIOns 
to last us to reach the next village. We started from Arii and arrived 
at Geeomovialoeke unde~ the guidance of the three young men :pilots, 
arriving on the evening of September 26. AI'! we approched the Island 
there were several canoes shoved out to pilot us into the deep water at 
the edo'e of the banks. This was the first inhabited villa,ge that we 
came' l~P with. . It was situated on an island on one of the outer ranges 
of sand-spits to the eastward of a range of monntains that forms the 
eastern banks of the Lena River proper. We discharged our boatitnd 
hauled her to the bank. That night th@ Starusti of the village gave us 
the use of his bouse to sleep in. At this time the majority of the people 
in the boat were so badly frozen af! to be barely able to do any work 
whatever; but two or three, at the most four, were able to do any work 
whatever. The natives assisted us in discharging onr boat, and the 
women brought the sled down with two or three dogs attached, and 
hauled me up to the nearest house, about 75 or 100 yards. Leach and 
Lauterbach were very badly crippled; the sled went back for them. I 
don't know whether they walked up with sticks or whether they were 
hauled up on the sleds. The Starosti gave us boiled goose for dinner. 
In the afternoon all went to sleep, and about 9 or 10 o'clock at night 
he woke us up and gave us a supper of boiled fish. We turned in 
agaiu and slept until the next morning. In the mean time I had made 
the Starosti understand that he must take me to Blllun. When we 
turned out in the morning it was blowing pretty fresh. The natives 
said that it was too stormy, and they could not go, but by 10 o'clock 
the wind went down. The Starosti came in and said that he would 
make a start. Our provisions were about expended at this time, even 
with the reduced rations, and I depended on the natives for supplies. 
They made me understand that it took sixteen days to go from Geeomovi· 
alocke to Bulun. They put sixty fish into a sack that was put in the 
whale-?oat~ and they took their nets with them, with the intention of 
g.athe~mg f?od. I made them understand tbat sixty fish was not suffi· 
CIent for a slXteen:day's journey. By this time our party bad increased 
fi'om eleven men m the whale-boat by the addition of tbe pilots to four
teen or fifteen men. They assured me that they could catch fish in their 
nets and they pushed off. They turned across the bay to the westward, 
with the intention of skirting the land around by way of Cape Borkhia 
~nd Ca1?e Rodono [Ord<?no*] into the Lena River proper, but after work
mg untIl 2 or 3 o'clock m the afternoon, the wind blowing considerably, 
the ~oat got agro~nd. We failed to weather the point of land or shoals, 
contulUally touchu!-g the ground. The men had been very much crippled 
from the frost~ [belllg fr.ozen*]. It seemed impossible to pull the canoes 
ar0.und t~e.polI!-t. Du~mg the whole of this time there was a good deal 
of.ICe dnftmg III the nver; the ice was an inch or an inch and a half 
thICk, ~ll broken and drifting. The natives were very much afraid 
of the ICe, but app~ared to ~~derstand that if our boat w:as frozen in, 
the party was not m a condItIOn to make a march across 'the COlllJtry. 
-.------------------- ------ ----.----_. 
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Finally the. pilots said they could go no farther in the canoes, and 
made me understand that we must return to the villag·e. We pnt 
the boat about and ran back to the village in a \'ery short time. Wheu 
we arrived there I crawled out of the boat and sat on the bank until 
the boat was discharged, the natives making me understaud that they 
must haul the boat up. I did not want to haul the boat up, because 
the bank was so steep that I was afraid they would break the boat's 
back. It was blowing a good deal at the time. I supposed that they 
understood the weather and the wind, and supposed this was the reason . 
why they wanted to haul out the boat. By this time the women had 

. brought down the dog sled again and two or three of us got on the dog-sled 
and rode up to the hut. I told NIl'. Danenhower to see that the nati ves 
did not break the boat in hauling her out. He remained there with the 
remainder of our people who were able to walk and the boat was hauled 
up on the bank. The natives lent us a hut to live in, and we gathered 
all of our people in this hut, with all of our cooking gear and everything 
from the boat that would be likely to be carried away. That was about 
the 27th of September, 1881. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. What, if you know, was the par
ticular or overt act for which Mr. Collins was, as you say, suspended 
from duty some time in March, 1880'1 

The WITNESS. Of my own knowledge I do not know, as I was not 
present in the cabin at the time. 

Qnestion by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. In what spirits were the officers 
and men )Vhen they started on the retreat ~ Were they at any time de
spondenU 

The WITNESS. They were all in the best of spirits, as far as I know, 
when they started on the retreat; and if there was any despondency, that 
our people looked D'ore serious and stuck closer together, it. was when 
they were in the "Ten-Day" camp, to the westward of the New Siberian 
Islands, at the prospect of being detained there by the ice. If they 
were despondent at any time, it was about that time. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Was there a fair division oflabor 
made among all the members of the expedition on the retreat? 

The WITNESS. Yes, sir, with the exception of those that were on the 
sick-list or suspended from duty. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOOATE. You have stated that Mr. Collins 
was told by the commanding officer to do no more duty while on the re
treat. Was Mr. Collins then fully able to work? 

The WITNESS. I think he was. 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. How much out of the set course. 

was Bennett Island when the part.y headed for it~ 
The W1'rNESS. I cannot state exactly, sir; but I know it was some

thing out of the course, as we held more to the westward; possibly a 
point or two of the compass. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCA.TE. Was the delay at Bennett Island 
necessary for the repair of tile boats and tile recuperation of tile men, 
and was it of:!lo longer duration thau was requisite for those purposes1 

The vVrrNEss. The men were in very good condition at that time, 
and rest undoubtedly was for the advantage of the people. The labor 
had been very severe, and although the boats might ha~Te been r~paired 
upon the ice with the same tools that we used on the ISi<tlld, stIll I do 
nothelieve that the boats could have been repaired as readily ou the ice 
or with the same all vantage as on the island, for this reasoll, that the 
ice was continually in motion, and we might be c(Lrried in any direction 
by the drifting ice while the rep,tir,,> were going Oil 011 the boats; aucl we 
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remained there no longer than was necessary to effect the. repairs and 
make the new organization to take to the boats. After thIS tIme there 
was no regular sledding done. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADYOCATE. Were there a~y un~ecessary de
lays on the retreat, either uefore or af~er the separatIOn of the boats~ 

The WITNESS. No, sir; I do not behev~ there were. 
Question by the J-UDGE-ADYOCATE. DId the boats selected for the 

retreat prove themsel ves to be t~e bes~ poss~ble of those available for 
the requisite service, as to the faClIty wIth whwh t~ey wer~ transported 
over the ice' as to their capacities for accommodatmg thelr crews, and 
as to their qualities as sea boats, or taking into consideration all three 
of these points ~ . 

Pending an answer to this question, the court, at 12.10 p.,m., took a 
recess until 12.30 p. m., at which time it reconvened, with all the mem
bers the judO'e-advocate, and the witness under examination present; 
and the witll{~sS then answered the pending question as follows: 

The WITNESS. Yes, sir; they were. The three boats, as regards their 
transportation over the ice, varied in this respect: the whale-boat, which 
was considered the best sea boat, was regarded as the worst to haul; the 
second cutter was considered the best of all the boats while on the march; 
Mr. Ohipp and his boat's crew always said that they had the !Jest boat 
when each boat's crew were hauling their own boat and gear. As to their 
capacity for accommodating their crews, as was the capacity of the boat 
so was her proportion of the crew. To my mind, I think that the second 
cutter had the advantage in having' the fewest number of men; she floated 
milch lighter than either the whale-boat or the first cutter. As re
gards their qualities as sea boats, the second cutter being much shorter 
than the whale-boat or the first cutter, I do not think that she could be 
considered as good a sea boat, but I do not believe that either the first 
cutter or the whale-boat would ha,e reached tbe coast of Siberia but 
for the immense weather-cloths that were fitted to these two boats; in 
particular, the weather-cloths on the first cutter, which were at least a 
foot high, and I have seen the water roll along tbe whole length of the 
first cutter and still roll in. Had her weather-cloths been but 8 or 6 
inches high the sea would bave been tumbling' into her all the time. The 
whale-boat in the same way; her weather-cloths were 16 or 18 inches 
high, and the water used to break over her all the time with that weather· 
cloth. The weather-cloths and weather-boards on the second cutter 
were not more than 6 inches high, and had she had as high weather
cloths as on the other boats, I think it would have kept !Some of the 
~ater out o~ the boat; but taking all things into consideration from the 
tIme the ShIP was c~ushed, the hauling of the boats, the weight of them, 
and da:mage occurrmg· to the boats, I think the selection of the three 
boats for the thIrty-three people was as good as could have been made 
to accommodate the whole of them. With three boats as awkward to 
haul as the Whale-boat, it is doubtful if the party would bave reached 
open water at all. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADYOCATE. Under whose direction, with ref
erence to each of those boats, were the weather-cloths fitted ~ 

The WITNESS. I fitted mine in regard to height and all about it. I 
presum~ Mr. Ohipp did the same, though I do not know. I was present 
w?en.Nmdemann was fitting the weather-cloths to the first cutter at New 
~Ibel'lau [Se~enowski*] Island. I recollect the commanding officer talk
l1.lg about theIr w~ather-cloths to Nindemann, but whether he gave direc
tIOns as to the heIght I do not know, only that Nindemann fitted them. 

"Correction by witness. 
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Question by the ~UDGE-ADVOCATE. What, if you know, was the con
troversybetween Llentenant Danenhower and Mr. Newcomb, for which 

I the latter was suspended from duty just before leaving Bennett Island Y 
The WITNESS. I onl~' know from the talk in the camp; I was not a 

witness. 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. You have stated that he (New

comb) was still permitted to do some work in the boat; was he at all 
times allowed to assist when his sel'vices were needed 1 

The WITNESS. Yes, sir; I had orders for him to perform all duties or 
any duty that I might assign to him .. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. What arrangements, if any, were 
made for communicating between the boats by signals"? 

The WITNESS. None that I know of. 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. You have stated that the ice 

one-fourth of an inch thick could not be rowed through with the boats 
which you had; was this owing to any defect in those particular boats, 
or would the same difficulty have existed with any boats? 

The WITNESS. It would have existed with any boat that was not a 
steamboat, with power enough behind it to drive it. Ice a qllarter of 
an inch thick will stop any boat. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. How many days' provisions did 
Lieutenant Chipp have in the second cutter when the party left Semenov 
Island; September 12, 18i?1 ~ . 

The WITNESS. I think I had five or six days' provisions. Lieutenant 
Chipp must have had one or two days less, if he had not received his· 
pemmican at the edge of the ice floe. I do not know how much provis
ions LieutelHlnt Chipp had in his boat. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Dld Lieutenant Danenhower 
assist either in the manual labor of making the drag or with his ad vice ~ 

The WITNESS. Both. 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Did you regard the evolution of 

rounding to and putting out the drag in the gale or September 12, 1881, 
highly important and the time of performing it a critical one? . 

The WI'l'NESS. I considered it an evolution of importance, but not par
ticularly critical. 

Question by the ,JUDGE-ADVOCATE. In what manner was the evolu
tion performed under the direction of Lieutenant Danenhower ~ 

The WITNESS. All right. 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Have you any further statement 

to make in relation to the retreat ~ If yea, make it now. 
The WITNESS. I do not remember anything else that I care to refer to. 

Examination by the COURT: 
Question by the COURT. Do you know whether it was the intention 

of the commanding officer, at the time of leaving the wreck, to make 
!or the New Siberian Islands, and thence to the Lena River, or ~id .he 
mtend at that time to make a due south course towards t1ie SlberIan 
coast, and modify this plan after finding that the current had carried 
the party to the northwest? 

The WITNESS. Before the ship was crushed, it was very well under
stood among the senior officers of the ship that the course was to be 
laid to the New ~iberian Islands in case tile ship was lost. De Long 
was always free in communicating matters of this kind to the executive 
Officer, myself, and the doctor. After we commenced onr retreat, the 
course was laid south true; after marching for some time, OWillg. to the 
current setting us so far into the northwest, De Long made a dtagram 
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in his ice journal· and explained to me why be thougbt it best to haul 
the course up some to the westward.of the course, in orde~ to cro~s the 
ice at right 3,ngles to its drift. WhIle on ~)Oard of the ShIP and In the 
vicinity of the New Siberian Islands, that IS, when at the nearest pomt 
to the~, De Long alwl'tys said that it would be the line o~ retreat. W!:lile 
we were on the march he never said that we were gomg to take any 
other course although I understood that the line of retreat was the 
nearest land' whicb was theN ew Siberian Island. Yes, sir; the inten. 
tion was to go to the Lena River. Our conversation. for weeks, before 
the ship was lost; always in regard to our line of retreat being the 
Lena River. We understood that the steamboat Lena ran the whole 
leugth of the Lena River down to its mouth, and we often sI,>oke about 
goina' up the Lena River on the steamboat Lena. For thIS reason I 
beIie~Te that the course was intended by way of the New Siberian 
Islands to the Lena, and up the Lena River through Russia home. 

Question by the OOURT. What was the amount of pemmican in each 
package ~ 

The WITNESS. Forty-five pounds net .. 
Question by the OOURT. How many days' provisions, full rations, 

did you have on commencing the retreat"? 
The WITNESS. That I do not know. I did know at the time, but I 

do not remember now. 
Question by the OOURT. Would or would not the retreat have been 

more judiciously conducted had you started with lighter loads, so that 
you could have retreated with more rapidity ~ 

The V'iTrTNESS. The loads were as light as it was possible for them to 
be, with the exception of the provisions, and had we been shorter of 
provisions I doubt jf we would have pulled through. 

Question by the-OOURT. Was open water made as quickly as possi
ble, under the circumstances, after the loss of the J eannette ~ 

The WITNESS. So far as any person knew, we reached the open water 
as rapidly as possible on our line of retreat, though signs of the open 
water did show to the eastward of our line of march; but whether we 
would have ever got to open water sooner by goin.g to the eastward is 
something that could only be known by going there and trying it over 
fon *]. 

Question by the OOURT. Would the delay which occurred at the 
"Ten Days" camp have been avoided if the boat-sledges had not been 
destroyed ~ 

The WITNESS. No, sir; the destruction of the sleds at the time had 
little. or nothing to do with the transportation of the boats through the 
runnmg pack that lay between us and the New Siberian Islands. The 
w~ole pack 'Yas in moti?n. It would be impossible to move the boats 
WIthout haVIng somethmg to stand on. We could not lead out the 
painter to haul the boat by; neither could the men get around the 
gunwale of the b?at close enough to haul the boat along by her gun· 
wale, because the Ice waR so broken that there was Il,ot standing room 
for the people. Sleds or no sled8 the boats could not have been landed 
on Semenov [Fa~ejowski *] ~sland without end/1ngering the sea qualities 
of the boats e?tlrely; that IS, there was greater possibility of staving 
the boat.s to pIeces than there was of getting them ashore: 

QuestIOII. by the. OOURT. When and where was the change made 
from travelIng by mght to traveling by dav~ 

The WITNESS. I think it was at Beimett Island. 

* U('rrection by witness. 
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Question by the OOUR'l'. When you last saw the second cutter did 
you consider her overloaded, and did she carry more proportio~ally 
thau either of the other boats? 

The WITNESS. No, sir; I think that bot.h her men and equipment 
were less than that of either the first cutter or whale-boat-the least 
weight for the greatest capacity. 

Question by the OOURT. Had Mr. Oollins been restored to duty after 
his first suspension and before starting on his retreat over the ice ¥ 

The WITNESS. No, sir; I believe not. 
Question by the OOURT. In your opinion, were the services of those 

persons who were suspended from duty needed for the advance of the 
parties, and did or did not their suspension add to the labors of the 
other members of the party ¥ 

The WITNESS. There is no doubt that we required all the working 
force we could get, and h&d the parties that were suspended from duty 
been used, it would have lightened the burdens of those who were doing 
the work. 

Question by the OOURT. How long did Mr. Oollins remain suspended 
from duty~ 

The WI'l'NESS. From the time that he was suspended on board of 
the ship to the time when the boats separated he remained under sus
pension. When he worked on the drag-rope or on the roads, I under
stood that he worked of his own volition. 

The court was then, by request of a member, cleared for deliberation, 
and afterward reopened, and the examination of the witness by the 
court was continued as follows: 

Question by the OOURT. After the whale-boat became separated from 
the other boats, on September 12, 1881, did Lieutenant Danenhower 
express to you, at any time, that he was either able, willing, or desir
ous of assuming command ~ 

The WI'l'NESS. No, sir. 
Question by the OOURT. From September 12, 1881, was Mr. Danen

hower able to perform duty~ 
The WITNESS. He was able to perform some duty, but not all duty 

that would pertain to an officer in either of our positions. 
And the court then, at 1.15 p. m., pending the further examination 

of this witness, adjourned to meet to-morrow, the 15th day of Novem-
ber, 1882, at 10.30 a. m. . 

THIRTY-FIFTH DAY. 

NAVY DEPARTMEN'l', 
Washington, D. G., Wednesday, November 15, 1882-10.30 a. m. 

The court met pursuant to the adjournment of yesterday. . 
Present, Oommodore William G. 'temple, United States Navy, presI

dent; Oapt. Joseph N. Miller, United States Navy, Oommander Fred
erick V. McNair, United States Navy, members; and Master Samuel 
C. Lemly, United States Navy, judge-advocate. 

:rhe record of the proceedings of yesterday, November 1~, 1882, .the 
thIrty. fourth day of the inquiry was read, and, after makmg clerIcal 
corrections, approved . 
. Chief Engineer GEORGE W. MELVILLE, the witness under examina

tion, then came in, and his examination by the judge-advocate was re
sumed, as follows: 
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Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCA.1'E. State in detail what efforts were 
made or attempted by yourself, or an~ of the officers or men of the 
party under your command, to further msure the safety of that party 
or for the relief of other parties. 

The WITNESS. On the morning of the 28th of September the ice had 
nearly covered the bay between the islands where we were situ,ated and 
the mainland. There' were spots of water in the bay, but in the middle 
of the bay where the current ran, it was still open. I had prepared a 
telegram to the Secretary of the N avy ~nd to the. ~inister .resident at 
St. Petersburg also a letter to the RUSSIan authOrItIes, statmg who we 
were and wher~ we came from. I, in company with Mr. Danenhower, 
walked over as far as the house of the Starosti of the village. These 
papers were done up in a piece of oil-Rkin and the Starosti made to under
stand that they were to be sent at the first possible convenience. The 
Starosti made us understand that they would go as soon as the river 
froze over. He also made us understand that it would be impossible to 
go away frorp. the isla,nd of Geeomovialocke before fifteen. days; that the 
wind blowing in the bay would drive the ice out of the bay, and it would 
not be possible to cross the bay to the mainland, as that was the direc
tion in which they had to go and cross the mountains about 280 versts 
to the nearest Russian or Oossack settlement at Bulun. On our way 
back from the house of the Starosti to the hut in which the people were 
located-I was very lame, my feet and legs being badly frozen-Mr. 
Danenhower said, "MelyilIe, you are pretty badly used up, and if you 
would just as lief as not, I will attend to the details of the h'ouse or hut 
and see that the men get wood and water." I said, "All right," and 
when we got in the hut I told the men that we were in a bad way; that 
we had not gotten out of the woods by any means. We were very short 
of provision8; the sixty fiRh that the Starosti had given ns the day be
fore for the journey had been carried away again by the Starosti, and 
we were aHowed but four fish morning auel evening, each fish weighing 
about four pounds. 

At this time an exile had been put to live with us, making twelve 
men in our hut. We had no bread for about forty days; we had no 
anti-scorbutics of any kind, no salt to use with our food; and the geese 
which we were supplied with were in a very bad state of decay, so 
much so that when we would hang them up their intestines would drop 
out .. I told the men that they must be as cheerful as they could; en. 
terta~n and amnse themselves every way they could; make a point of 
burlllng plenty of wood; keep themselves as warm as they could; any
~ay get 1?le~ty of w:ood, so as to exercise all hands. I was very anx
IOUS at thIS tIme, owmg to our short supply of provisions and the kind 
,;e were living on, fearing that the decayed geese would cause typhoid 
fever, from the fact that we had no anti-scorbutics' in case we staid 
there, I felt there was great probability of the whdle party dying of 
scurvy . 
. I will state at this time that when I gave Mr. Danenhower the direc
~lO~S to look after the~auling of wood and water and the general polie. 
ll,:tg of th~ hut, that I dI~ no~ turn over the command to him, not at any 
tIme, neIther before thIS tune nor after this time, until I gave him 
o~ders to proceed south .. The men were cheerful and happy under the 
CIrcumstances, 110 one bemg. despondent and the people rapidly recov
ered from the numbness of their limbs ~aused by the frost. Many of 
the people were pr~tty badly 'frozen, their legs were badly blistered 
and were sore, but 111. a few days nearly all the people were running 
about. In the mean tIme I had made the people of the village under. 
stand where we came from and pretty well who we were, as the exile 
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who was living with us had been to Vladivostok and knew the Ameri. 
can flag that we made in pencil, so that he immedia,tely remarked 
"Americansk," so that the people uuderstood who we were. ' 

The ice made pretty rapidly. on the. shoal [along tLt~ shore*], but the 
wind kept tLte bay open. TillS contmued along untIl about the 10th 
day of October, when the exile came into my hut, saying that a Russian 
had arrived in the villag'e. He came in and saw us. We inquired his 
name. He was friendly and gave us a box of salt; he told us his name 
was Knsmah and that he lived about 10 versts across the bay. He 
said he had very little or no provi,,;ions at his house, but the little he 
bad he would supply us with. I then made him understand tbat I was 
very anxious to get our party to Bulun, to a place of safety. I made 
him understand the manner we were living; that it was close quarters, 
and that the shortsupply offhih and decayed geese wouldmake the people 
sick; that it was necessary,"ve should get to a settlement as soon as 
possible. I did not consider that myself and p3.rty had yet arrived at 
a place of safety as long as tile danger of scurvy setting in among the 
party existed. He told me that it was impossible to go to Bulun; that 
the bay was not frozen over; that he picked his way across the bay 
with great difficulty, and tilat the bay was still open, and that if it 
should come OIl to blow any person being caught in the ice on the bay 
might be carried off to sea; but he promised to return in three or four 
days, which would make just about the time that the natives said to me 
it would be fifteen days before the rh'er or bay would be safe to travel 
on. He made the natives underRtand that their fish supply was too 
small for so many men, and that the geese were not fit for dogs. After 
his visit the Starosti increased our supply of fish. 

When we first landed at Geeomovialocke, there were very few fish in 
the village, aod the natives were catching very few, and there were not 
more than twelve or fifteen adult persons III the village. When I landed 
eleven men on these people, tiley were alarmed at the inroads we were 
I)1aking on their supplies. This is probauly the reason why they sup· 
plied us with so small a quantity of fish and insisted on our using the 
decayed geese. 

When Kusmah returned to his hut across the bay, Mr. Danenhower 
said he would like to go [a\ong*] and get any supplies that Kusmah might 
give us. I told him, "All right," and he accompanied Kusmah to Kus
mah's hut across the ba,y. He remained all nigilt and returned the 
next day, Kusrnah having supplied him with some tobacco for the sail· 
ors, some tea, about four or five pounds of rye flour, an"d about five or 
six pounds of salt [also a reindeer dressed, weighing 94 ponnds.*] He 
also told me that Kusmah would be back on tile following Thursday. 
That would be abotit the 14th of October. Kusmah returned according 
to promise. I then made an agreement with him to give him the whale
boat aud 500 rubles if he would go to Bulun and see the commandant 
and bring us the necessary food and clotiling and the reindeer teams 
!o the party to Bulun. He consented to this, and said he would lef1ve 
In a day or two. I insisted on ilis goiug right away. 1\'[1'. Danenhower 
expressed the desire of going with him; but as Kusmah did not have a full 
team of dogs of his own and obliged to borrow dogs to make up a team, 
~e could not carry and go rapidl,Y the food and supplies for two men 
Instead of one; that is, one man and his supplies would amount to auout 
400 pounds for a journey, and two men would nearly double that; and 
as the man had a short team of dogs, although a g,ood team, I considered 

"Correction by witness. 

H.Ex.108-9 
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it best t'O send Kusmah al'One, as he w'Onld"make better time. Kusmah 
thQught be CQuld g'O and return in five days. A.fter Kusmab went aw~y 
tbat evening, pr'Omising t'O leave 'On the m'O~row:, Mr. Danenh'Owe~ sald, 
"Melville, y'Ou f'Org'Ot a very impQrtant P'OInt lU y'Our c'OnversatIOn of 
the day bef'Ore with Kusmah. YQn forgot to tell Kusmab to :pre~d ~hE) 
news as he went alQlla' the road of the other and the [two] mlssmg 
parties." He said, "I '~i1l get a dog team in the village, of three 'Or four 
dQgs as many as will carry me, and carry the messng'e tQ KlIsmah. I 
said,'" A.ll right"; and he gQta team and went ove; to Kusmah's bu~ .. He 
tQld him tD Rpread the news as he went al~mg 'Of the Qt~er tWD ml~slllg 
bDats. Before this, and at all times when In cDmpany With the natives, 
by Higns and pictures and hy making' mDdels 'Of men and ships and 
bDats I made the natives at GeeDmDvilDcke thQrDughly understand that 
there' were two bQats and their peDple missing. Mr. Danenh'Ower 
returned the next mDrning. He said that while at Kusmah's h'Ouse he 
bad heard tLat there was a hut sDmewLere ahDut 40 Dr 50 versts tQ the 
n'Ortheast 'Of wLere we were. He said that KusmalI t'Old lIim tLis was 
a hut at Barkin, and that if I had no 'ObjectiDn lIe wDuld gQ there. At 
tbis time the bay was 'Open, the ice still running in the bay. I tDld him 
I did nQt c'Onsider it safe f'Or a pers'On t'O attempt tD crDSS the ice, because 
if lIe sh'Ould -.;-enture acr'Oss, if a gale of wind came 'On and drove the ice 
'Out 'Of the bay Dr m'Onth 'Of the bay, it W'Ould be impQssible fQr him to 
get back or anybQdy tQ c'Ome tQ his assistance. vVe had SQme further 
cQnversatiQn ab'Ont the matter, amI finally I said to lIim that he might g'O, 
but nQt tD remain away mQre tLan fQur days at the longest, as I l'Xpected 
Kusmah back abQut tLat time, and in UQ case tQ venture acrQSS the bay 
Where the ice was broken and where lIe WQuld be liable tQ be cut 'Off. 
He gQt a team 'Of dDgS flQm Arii (Arrhu), a village 10 versts tQ the n'Orth
ward, and was carried t'O Kusmah's h'Ouse tD Qhtain furtlIer infQrmati'On. 
UpDn his arrival there Mr. DaneiJh'Ower learned that the 8tarosti 
'Of the village was gQing tQ Bulun alQng with Kusmah, and 'On his re
turn repQrted this matter tQ me. It seems that the 8tarQsti is the head 
man at the village, and is respDnsible fQr the keeping 'Of the criminal 
exiles in a particular IQcality. For this reaSQn Knsmah was afraid t'O go 
tD Bulun withQut authQrity. At this time I had nQ knQwledge 'Of Kug· 
mah. being a cd.miual exile, the exile WhD was living in the hut at Gee
movralocke havlllg stated tQ me that they were sQldiers. On Mr. Danen
hQwer's return tQ GeeQmDvialocke, the dDg"sled driver I fQund that he 
bad engaged WQuid nQt go with him any further. In the mQrning Mr. 
DanenhQwerreturn~d tQthehut atGeeQmQvialQckewith anewdDgdriver 
and ano.ther t.eam of dQgs, and related tQ me the circumstance 'Of Spiri
dQn ta~llIg hIS pay 'Of tea a.nd tQbacCQ and refusing to go any further, 
but SaId he had ell gaged thIS new man· wLQ said he WQuid take bim to 
t~~ ~ut in q~estiQn. ~he;y started in 'the mQrning abQut eight 'Or u~lle 
'0 clQck, but lDstead 'Of gDlllg to the n0rtheast to B<lrkin they carried 
him dQwn tD a different hut, called DarrahQQ about (30 o~ 80 ver"ts to 
the s'Outhe~st. He remained at this hut Dve; night, and returned the 
nex.t mDm.lDg, and lIe tlIen repDrted tD me where he lIad been' that the 
natives SaId that the ice was SQ badly brQken that they eQuId 'nQt gQ up 
tQ the nDrth~ast, ~he~e he wanted to gQ, and that he attempted tQ go 
frQm the maIn SPIt of DarrahoQ to a little outlying island, but the ice 
was SQ black an*d trea~her~us that they were 'Obliged tQ return. I had 
seen [eQuId see J nQthmg fDr us to dQ hut await the arrival 'Of the c'Om
mandant frDm Bulun with deer teams tQ convey us to Bulun. I ex
pected Knsmah's return. I was nQt at first very mnch trQubled; but as 
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the days grew on anrl he did not return for five or six days, I then com. 
menced to be troubled and proposed to take a coupleofthesledsin the vil
lage and lay in what fish was nece!';sary, and to have [march* J the whole 
force the 2S0 versts from Geeomovialocke to Hulun. 1 talked the matter 
over fully with both Mr. Danenhower and Bartlett in particular, who said 
be could march the distance without any difficulty at all. We were all 
in pretty good condition at this time [except Leach, who would have 
had to be hauled on a slf>d ;*] hut the winter had set in, and it was pretty 
cold, with a good deal of wiild and snow. We had very little clothing, 
in fact, no proper clothing in which to take a march in the Aretic region. 
During our march aeross the floe we were very lightly clad to begin 
with, and what clothing we had at first was worn out, and much of our 
clothing not adapted to snch a march. We had nothing for food, and 
the natives had litt.le or nothing to give us; so that the strongest argu. 
ment against the attempt to make the march was the want of clothing 
and the want of a pilot. It was impossible to attempt a march of this 
kind across the mountains without a guide. There was no guide in the 
village or none that we conld use; so I proposed, as nothing else wonld 
do, to wait the retnrn of Kusmah with the necessary clothing and the 
reindeer sleds to carry us to Bulun. Knsmah returned on tl16 evening 
of the 29th day of October. He had been absent thirteen days. He 
brought about 40 pounds of bread, a ball of butter, about 6 or 8 pounds, 
and tobacco, t,ea l and salt. He brought two letters, one from the com
mandant, who was a CosRack sergeant of Bulun, and another letter from 
the young priest of the village of Bulun. He also brought a short note, 
written ill pencil, that he told me he had reeei ved from two 'Americans 
that lle met somewhere near K u Mark Sllrk. The note was written by 
Nindemann and signed by Niudemann and Noros, in which they said 
that they wanted assistance to go for Captain De Long, Dr. Ambler, 
and nille other men who were star-ving to death to the northward. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Would you recognize now the 
pencil note giyen you by Knsmah ~ 

The WITN~SS. Yes, sir. 
Thejudge-adyocate here handed to the witness the note signed by 

William U. Nindemann and Louis P Noros, seamen, United States 
Navy. 

The WITNESS. That is the note. . 
The judge-advocate then read aloud and placed before tne conrt the 

note ill question, and a certified copy, marked HH, is appended to the 
record. 

The witness then continued his narrative, as follows: 
I see by reading the note that it did not state that De Long and his 

people were to the northward. I wi::;h to correct that part of my state
ment. I learned that later and from anbther source. I had the exile 
read the two Russian letters I had received from Bnlun, as no person 
~n the cam p of onr people could read Russian. The exile rea~l the letters 
III Russian, and notwithstanding [I did not understand *]11113 language, 
he made me understand that the commandant would be at Geeomovia
locke on the day after to-morrow. TlJe letter from the yonng priest was 
onl.va friendly letter. Kusmah explained that he could not bring the 
clotlling and the reindeer necessary to carry the party away from Gee
movialocke, neither bad he any means of procuring them, but that the 
commandant who had charge of everything in that section ofthe country 
would provide the necessary food and clothing and the deer teams. I 
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inquired of Kusmah and his companion the rea.son why he was gone so 
long-thirteen days instead of five. He explalI~ed ~o me that when he 
had crossed the mountaius and reached the mam river Lena, that the 
ice in the river although it had been frozen, had broken and rl~n ont, and 
that the ice in'the river was still open; that he had great Ulfficnlty in 
reaching the place called Burroloch, not .being .able to cr?ss the river, 
and was detained there at Burroloch untIl the river was frozen. They 
explained that they had carried all their material.on their backs ~n cross
ing the river, and that this was the cause of theu· delay. That Immedi
ately upon their arrival at Bulnn the commandant sent them back with 
a s~all amount of food; that he supplied them with instructions and 
letters to inform me that he would leave the day after to·morrow. 

When I read the note that had been written by Nindemann and N oros, 
that was the first intimation I had of the whereabouts or any knowledge 
of the first cutter's people havillg landed. In all conversations during 
the whole of our time at-Geeomovialocke we considered the first cutter 
and second cutter as having foundered at sea. I think it was a surprise 
to everyone when we heard of the safety of these two. men. In fact, we 
were discussing the probabilities or pos&ibilities of eIther of the boats 
having landed, when Kusmah returned and brought us the letters. As 
soon as I received Nindemann's letter, I told Kusmah that he must put 
the food and supplies on one of the sleds, and that same night, with the 
same dog team, go to Bulun to find Nindemann and Naros. Kusmah told 
me that he met Nimlemann and Noros on the e,ening of the 37th of Octo· 
bel' when at or near Ku Mark Surk. He said that they were in the hands 
of some natives who had them on deer sleds and were conducting them 
to Bulun. It was necessary for me to go to Bulun to see Nindemann and 
Norosand find in what direction they had come and where tiley had left 
the captain and his party, as there was no other means of finding this out. 
Kusmah and the natives said that the dog team could not go; that they 
had been thirteen days Oll foot; that tileir feet were sore; were cut from 
running on the ice, and that they seldom worked more than one or two 
days in succession; that they had nothing to eat, and it was necessary to 
feed them for a couple of days before starting them on another journey. 
I then said to them that they must go to Arii the same night and get a 
fresh team of dogs from Spiridon, who lived at Arii, about 10 versts to 
the northward. l They * J started off that night [and returned in the 
morning with a fresh team of dogs 'X<] and sawthe hut in the morning, there 
being three of us. I was not properly clad for a journey of 280 versts in 
the winter time, not having but ourskin clothing; but I had a halfblanket 
that had been carried during the march, and started in the morning, ar
riving at Kusmah's house in the afternoon. I traded the half blanket for 
a reindeer-skin blol1s~. The next day I arrived at the mountain gorge; 
stopped. t~ere that mg~t, an.d in the morning there was a great deal of 
snow dnftmg. The natIve dId not care to move on· but as the wind was 
behind us, I msisted on his going. That evening w~ arrived at Ku Mark. 
Surk. The dogs were so badly used up that they could not carry me as 
far as Burrolocil, where I was told I would get reindeer sleds. We stopped 
at Ku Mark Surk, and they sent out and got reindeer that carried us to 
Burrolo.ch; started fro~ there th:;tt night, and the next morning started, 
and arnved at Bulun after d~rk III the evening. This was about the 2d 
day of November that we arnved at Bulun. The native told me where 
Ni~(~emann and Nor.os were quartered, in a hut, which was the public 
waIt~ng place for natIves and travelers who were traveling through that 
portIOn of the country. When I entered the room it was clark. I saw 
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Nindemann, who was reclining on a little set.tle or bedstead. Noros was 
standing up behind tLe table. He did not recognize me when I en
tered tile room, but J spoke to Noros. He said, "My God, Mr. Melville, 
are you altve~ 'Ve thought that the wLale-boat's were all dead." I 
told him that I hacl tried to communicate with Bulun for more than 
twenty days; that all the whale-boat's were well. Tiley then told me 
they were supplied with a poor kind of food; that they were both very 
sick with their bowels, from the effects of eating a lot of decayed fish 
they found in a hut where the nati\'es had picked them up. Ninde
mann was so sick as hardly to be able to stand. N oros complained of 
the weakness of his bowels, but he was not in as bad a condition as 
Nindemann was. I then found that there was a vacant house in the vil
lage and plenty of fresh reindeer meat and flour. TLe commandant, when 
he left, Lad not made any proper provision for these people. At the 
time they were in his house he treated tllem well, and fed them out of 
his own provisions; tLere appeared to be no one in authority in the vil
lage. The Starosti was there, but refused to do anything. I then found 
the young priest, and told him that I must have a house for the people 
to live in; that lIe must supply them with reiudeer meat and food that 
would be strengthening. They must have bread or flonr.to make bread. 
He told me that he had no authority in the village; that he did not 
dare to enter a house that he did not own. Noros and myself hunted 
up a house that was vacant, selecting- one of the proper size, and I 
opened the door and told the priest that he must supply an the wood 
the men could burn to keep them warm, and get a house to hold them, 
which would enable them to live to themselves; and that if he had no 
authority, that I had the authority and would nse it to obtain anything 
there was in the village for the nse of myself or the people; that my 
government would repay. I slept with the people at the native hut 
the first evening, and the second evening Bartlett arrived at Bulun from 
Geeomodalocke. When I left Geeomovialocke I was ill hopes of meet
ing the commandant on his road from Bnlnn to Geeomovialocke; bnt as 
I traveled with dogs and the commandant with reindeer, we took two 
different roads; they were nearly parallel to each other, but far enough 
apart for us to miss meeting. 

The judge-advocate then annonnced that, with the permission of the 
court, he wonld now introduce, as evidence, the private journal of Lieut. 
Commander George "V. 1)e Long, and explained, as his reasons for so 
doing, that the convening authority had expressed a desire to have 
the original of these jonrnals for transmission to the widow of the late 
Lieutenant-Oollimander De Long. The judge-advocate further stated 
that a copy of the jonrnals from the files of the department was at the 
disposal of the conrt. No oujections being made, the jndge-advocate 
proceeded as follows: 
. Question by the JUDGE-ADVOGATE.Would 'you now recognize the 
private journal of Lieutenant-Oommander De Long'? 

The WITNESS. Yes, sir. 
The judge-advocate then handed tLe witness the original book in ques

tion. 
The WITN} ss. That is the book. 
~he judge-advocate then placed before the court, as evidence, the 

pm'ate journal in question, which commences with the record of .T nly 8, 
1879, an? ends with that of J nne 9, 1881. ., 
. QuestIOn by the JUDGE- ADVOGA'l'E. Would you nolY reeoglllze the Ice 
Journal hpt by Lieutenant-Oommander De Ij(mg"? 

The WI1'NESS. Yes. 
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I' The judge-advocate then handed to the witness the journals in ques. 
tion, two volumes. 

The WITNESS. Those are the books. 
The jlldo-eadvocate then placed before the court the ice journals of 

Lieutenant-Commander De Long, commenced with the record of June 
11,1881, and ending wit~l an en~,ry mad~ Octob~r 30, 1881. 

The witness then contlllued hIS narratIve as follows: 
When I left Geeomovialocke to go to Bulun I was in bopes of meet· 

ing the commandant on the road, but as he traveled by deer and I by 
dog there were two roads, which, although running nearly parallel to 
eaeh other were far enongh apart that we missed meeting each other. 
It was my intention if meeting the com,mandant with the reindeer 
teams to turn him baek to Bulnn to get Nllldemann. and Noros and go 
north at once with the reindeer teams with the necessary supplies for 
the relief of De Long, but failing to meet him, I was obliged to go on 
to Bulun. When I saw Nindemann and Noros they related to me all 
their story of the landing and of the march to t~e southward, all of which 
I wrote down as instructions to me to follow III my search to the north· 
ward. They told me that they had left De Long on or about the 9th 
day of October; that when they bad left him, that the party had noth
ing to eat for two days and had been subsistillg on two or three ounces 
of alcohol per day. Niudemanu said he thought they had landed on 
the islaud [the shore*l of the Arctic Ocean, and bad to go south, strik
ing the main branch of the Lena Hiver. Tbey probably held a little to 
the westward, struck a bend or bight of the river. That before leav· 
ing the Arctic Ocean the~· carried their stuff asbore from the boat a 
mile or a mile and a balf from the shore. Tbey had made a cache of 
their log-books, chronometers, and navigation box, all of the sleeping 
bags and old clothing. They had erected a tall flag-staff alongside of 
the cache before tbey started south. Tile first day's travel they passed 
two or three old hut,;, and finalLy brought up at a hut or buts where 
they stopped over night. In this hut a record had been left of tbeir 
advance. They continued along tbe bauk of the river, -and tlley 
stopped at a (lecond hut. They slept there over night where an
other paper had beenJeft, and so on down, until they came to a hut on 
the bank of the riv.er with another river· making iiltO it to the east· 
ward. The river was open, and it was impossible to cross it, and they 
remained there three or four days. On this march they managed to 
kill two or three reindeer, and that afternoon, following the river as 
far as they could, they crossed the river to the westward. Tiley re
lated to me all tbe circumstances attending the difficulties of their 
~arch, having to baul Erichsen on a sled, and that after crossing the 
rrver to the westward they followed the main branch of the river to 
~he westward from ,15 to 20 !Idles, more or less, and finally took refuge 
In a hut where Enchsen died. This they described as being on the 
west b~nk of the Imain branch of the river, and they described the hut 
and saId that I would know it by the epitaph board they had placed 
ov~: the hut. They also believed this place to be the island of TaB 
Am. The men wer~ too sic~ to go with me on a jonrney at this sea. 
SOil of the ~'ear, and It was dIfficult to supply either dog teams or food 
for such a Journey. Therefore I made as close an investigation, and 
wrote _ down care~lly what Nindemann said to me, to use these in· 
~tI'llctlOns for my first search for De Long and his party. On the even-
11l~ o! the 3d of November, Bartlett arrived from Geeomovialocke 

. brlllglllg a letter written in Russian by the Cossack commandant who 
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had arrived at Geeornovialocke. As soon as Niudernann had arrived 
at Bulun, he had written a telegram intended to be sent to the Ameri
can Minister at St. Petersburg'; but the command~tnt, instead of spnd
ing it on its Journey, carried it over to Geeomovialocke to give to me, at 
the same time he brought the letter from the commandant written in 
Russian, directing the ~tarosti of the village to supply me with a deer 
team to Burrolock, where he would Illeet me in a day or two, while con
veying the whale-boat party to Bulun. At this place I could get two 
teams of dogs that he used to carr.y the whale-boat part.v from Geeomo
vialocke to Burroloch. The commandant on his journey fonnd that 
there was not snow enough in the country [mountains"'] for the rein
deer to haul the party, so he J:;ent all the reindeer back to Burvoloch 
and carried the party by dog sleds. 

I arrived at Burroloch on the evening of November 4; the next day, 
ahout eleven o'clock, the commandant and the whale-boat party arrived. 
Before I left Geeomovialocke, I gave Mr. Danenhower orders, as soon as 
the commandant and the reindeer sleds arrived, to come to Bulnn as 
quickly as possible. When I met the people at Burroloch, I then gave 
him written orders to go as far as Yakutsk and to carryall the people 
with him except Bartlett. After we had dinller at Burroloch I started 
the two dog teams with two native drivers and ten days' supplies of fish 
for the men and dogs. That eyening I arrived at Ku Mark Surk, re
maining there oyer night, and the next morning started out for the hut 
known as Bulcour. Tilis was the hut that Nindemann described to me 
as being the one where they were found by the natives. ,We arrived 
there and found the huts wl1ere the people had slept there over night. 
This was from 50 to 55 versts from the Ku Mark Surk to Bulcour. The 

\ next morning it was stormy and blowing, so that the natives would not 
move; the storm was so fierce that we all would have perished. My 
feet being tender from the previous freezing, I froze my feet pretty 
badly on the journey from Blllun to Burroloch, and was obliged to lie 
aside this oue day. The next morning it cleared np. 1 followed the 
west bank of the river, as Nindemann had goue on and explained to me 
that when he came away from De Long he Raid to him, "Keep the west 
bank of the river," and that" De Long and his part,Y will follow in .)'our 
footsteps." Therefore my intention was to follow Nindemann':,< track to 
the northward, and if De Long were follo\ving in tllCir footsteps, as he 
said he would do, I would corne upou them. Tllis day I found the place 
known as" the place of the sleds," aud evidence to show tbat Niudemann 
and Noros had remained there a night, and where the sleds had to be 
burned for fuel, and from that point 1 continued on my journey, making 
60 versts, and making a bole ill the snow and camping that night. 

The next morning' got undenyas again and continued along the western 
bank of the ri vel', lookiug out for the place known aR the" Two Crosses." 
Nindemaun explained this place to me as being the tirst huts in which 
't~ey slept after leaving De Long. They described it so that I had no 
difficulty iIi finding' the place. 1 examined tile huts whp,re Nindemann 
and .Noros had found the fish [fishing places*] they spoke of! but found 
no slgns of De Long or his people. Niudemann had descnbed to me 
the shoal around the Island of Stolbvoi; said that they had been near 
this large, rocky island [on this night I had reached a shelter'" j, and had 
reached a shelter Olle night, at what the natives told me' was the near
est hut, called Mat Vay; that we had better run to the place for shelter, 
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and as it was on the west bank of the river .it ,,:as in the line of march. 
So we took refuge in the hut at Mat Vay thIS .mght: 

The court was then cleared by request of the Jud~e-advocate and 
afterward reopened, and the ~ourt at 1.20 p. m., pendmg the further 
examination of this witness, adjourned to meet to-morrow, the 16th day 
ofNovemuer, 1882, at 10 a. m. 

THIRTY-SIXTH DAY. 

NAVY DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, D.O., Thursday, November 16,1882"""':10 a. m. 

The court met pursuant to the adjournn:~ent of' yesterday. . 
Present, Commodore W. G. Temple, Umted States Navy, pres~dent; 

Capt. Joseph N. Miller, United States Navy, C9mmander Fredenck V. 
McNair, United States Navy, members; and Master Samuel C. Lemly, 
United States Navy, judge-advocate. . 

The court having to vacate the room to the use of the Naval Examm-
ing Board, took a recess until 1 p. m. . . . 

At 1 p. m. the court reconvened with all the members and the Judge
advucate present. 

The record of the proceedings of yesterday, the thirty-fifth day of the 
inquiry, was then read and, after correcting clerical errors, was ap
proved. 

And the court then, at 2.30 p. m., having to give up the rO(lms for two 
days to. the Naval Examining Board, adjourned to meet on Monday, the 
20th day of November, 1882, at 10.30 a. m. 

THIRTY-SEVENTH DAY. 

NAVY DEP AR'rMEN'l', 
Washington, D.O., j"}lIonday, November 20,1882-10.30 a. m,· 

The court met pursuant to the adjournment of Thursday, November 
16,1882. 

Present, Commodore Wm. G. Temple, United States Navy, president; 
Capt. Joseph. N. Miller, United States Navy, Commander Frederick V. 
McNair, United States Navy, members, and Master Samuel C. L~mly, 
United States Navy, judge-advocate. 

The record of the proceedings of, Thursday November 16,1882, the 
thirty-sixth day of the inquiry, was then read and approved. 

Chief Engineer GEORGE W. MELVILLE, the witness under examina
tion, then came in and continued his answer to the pending questio~, 
which was repeated to him by the judge· advocate, as follows: 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCA'l'E. State in detail what efforts were 
mad~ or attempted, by yourself or any of the officers or men of the party 
pnder your command, to further insure the safety of the party or for 
the relief (If the other parties. 

The WI;rNESS. Upon entering the hut, I found the beds as usually 
arranged 1Il the Yakutsk huts were changed; that the sticks had been 
am~llge~ to make a bed with the feet toward the fire. I inquired of the 
natIves If the Ya,kutsks ever made their beds in huts that way. They 
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said, " No; it must be the Americans had been there." Nindemann and 
Noros had' described to me the hut at Mat Yay, [the two crosses*] and 
when I arrived at the hut of Mat Yay [the two crosses*] the door was 
banked up with snow, which had been done with shovels, but the 
opening in the roof had been left opep, and whoever had been in there 
had dropped down through the hole III the roof. It was quite evident 
some of De Long's party had been there. We slept there during this 
night. On the next morning got ready to start. One of the natives 
picked up a waist belt. By examining the buckle, I knew it had been 
made in the fire·room on the Jeannette. Nindemann and Noros bad 
their waist belts on when they were at, Bulun. This made me suppose 
that some of De Long's party h::.d been in this particular hut. I searched 
the hut, but found no [further *] trace of any of the party ha viug been 
there. This was about the 10th day of November. We got ready to 
start, and I told the natives that we must follow along the west bank 
of the river. I suppose that probably Alexy, the Indian hunter, had 
been sent on in advance, as Nindemann and N oros had been sent, and in 
all probability he bad slept in this hut, and that he had arranged the bed 
sticks with his feet toward the fire, as was the custom of the North Ameri
can Indians, Alexy being from the northwest aud the Alaskan Terri
-tory. 

I told the natives to get ready to move on again. We loaded the 
sleds, and, very much to my surprise, they said they could not go any 
farther; that they had no provisions. The Oossack commandant told 
me he wonld put ten days' provisions on t,he sleds for the dogs and men, 
and yet while I had been but five days on my journey the provisions 
had given out, and the natives said they must return; that they had 
nothing for themselves or their dogs to eat. I then inquired bow far it 
was to the nf'arest village; they said about 150 or 170 versts into the 
nort/lwest, but as they did not have provisions, they did not eyen want 
to go there. They said we would all perish on the jonrney from the 
cold and for the want of food. We had twenty-two dog", and I said 
that the natives must go on, and that if lIecessary we would eat the dogs, 
and when the dogs gave out I would eat them, but they must continue 
on toward the north west to the village. They got under way that day 
and followed the west bank of the ri vel', and found many huts as we 
followed along the main branch, first to the westward and then to tbe 
llorthwest. In man.v of these huts we fOllnd scraps of reindeer meat, 
fish heads, and offal of all kinds, that we gathered up and carried with 
us for our own use and that of the dogs. The next night we arrived 
at a hunting station called Cass Oarta, where we fonnd a goodly quan
tityof reindeer scraps and offal of that kind left in the huts. As all 
this material was good for food in an emergency, I concluded that De 
~ong and his people had not come down that way, although it was the 
main branch of the river leading to the northward, whicb 1 had un(ler
stOOd from Nindemann's description to be the river alollg which they 
had come from the northward . 
.. The next day I arrivedat Cas::; Oarta early in the morning, and some
tIme after midnight we arrived at the village of North Bulun or Tomat. 
It was terribly stormy and cold weather during this trip. I was so 
badly frozen when I arrived at Tarnat, that I was carried into the ~lUt. 
After being there a little while, the natives commenced to swarm Into 
the hut from the surrounding villages. One of the natives brought.me 
a paper which, by rending, I fonnel was one of the records lef~ by LIeu
te~ant De Long on the banks of tile river. I aske~!~el':'~~~\'~ where 
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he got it, and he said at a place 50 versts to t~e eastward at a deserted 
hunting station~ called Balloch. He also SaI~. there were .two ~ther 
papers in the neighborhood, and a gun, and If I would walt uuhl to· 
morrow t.hey would bring the oth~r t~o papers and the gun to me. 
The weather was very stormy at thIS tIme, and there was SOIll~ delay 
abo ~lt the natives getting tbe other pape!,s and the gu~; but dUrIng the 
day they brought me the two papers, ~hlCh, upon readlllg, I found 'Yere 
records left by Lieutenant De Long III two other huts along the rIVer 
by which they came from the northward. The first pa:per stated where 
they had landed and how they had come along ~o the first hut, and enu· 
merating the people who had landed, and sta~lllg what they had done 
with their books and papers and how they mIght be found. The sec· 
ond paper told us where they had stopped at a second hut or a couple 
of huts. After leaving that place they coutinued to the southward. 
Finally the third paper stated where they had stopped at a place which, 
upon illquiry about of the natives, they said was called Usterda, where 
the gun was found. This last paper stated that they had. been obliged 
to remain there three or four days, I do not remember WhICh. 

Question by tlJe JUDGE· ADVOCATE. Oan you ideuti(y these three 
records referred to~ (The judge· advocate here handed the witness 
three papers.) 

The WITNESS. I do; these are they; the first one, of the 22d of Sep· 
tember, is the paper t.hat was fonnd by the natives at the place called 
Balloeh, and delivered to me on the C\Tening of my arrival at the native 
village of North Bulun or Tomat. The second one, dated September 
26, is the second paper, and was found at a deserted hunting station 
called Osoctoc, and deli,ered to me the day following the night of my 
arrival at the village of Tomat. The third paper, dated October 1, 
1881, wa~ the paper that was delivered to me at the same time with the 
Winchester repeating rifle, and was found by the natives at the hunt· 
ing station called Usterda. 

The judge-advocate then read aloud these three papers and placed 
them before the court, and certified copies thereof marked, respectively, 
II, KK, and LL, are appended to the record. 

The witness then continued his testimony as follows: 
Having examined and read these records, they gave me definite infor

mation how to follow the search. The teams we had carried from Bur· 
1'oloch at that time were worn out and had to be renewed by fresh teams 
at North Bulnn. I secured fresh teams at North Bulun and directed 
them to put on the sleds ten days' food for myself and dogs, at the rate 
of a fish a day for each clog and a fish a day for each man. The natives 
were reluctant to put on this amount, but counted out the fish ready 
for the teams, and I returned to the hut to put on my fur clothing' to pro· 
ceed on my jonl'lley. At this time my feet and legs were so badly 
froz~n t~at I con,ld not wear moccasins, bnt the women of the hut made 
a paIr of deer·sklll mufflers or mittens for me to wear in lieu of mocca· 
sins. I afterwa:rd found that while 1 was at the hut getting on my feet 
covers, the natIves stole most of the fish off the sleds and put them 
back ill the store·house. However, I started and went to the hut called 
Balloch, where the first record was found. The natives said that was 
50 or 55 ver:sts distant. I arrived there ill the evening and slept in the 
hut that mght. There was no door to the hut. The hnt had drifted 
full o,f snow, so th~t. no other articles were found having anything to 
do wlt~ the ~xpedltlOn. The next morning we started along the east 
bank ot the rIver and followed the river until I struck the Arctic Ocean. 
I turned to the eastward and followed along the shore until I came up 
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with a flag-staff, marking the place where the articles of the hoat were 
cached., Th~ ic~ had forced itself well np on the beach toward the cache, 
and before dIgg'llIg out the cache I ran back and forth north and south 
[east and west*] alo,ng the beach for a mile or two, in the dog sleds, to see 
if! could find llnythIllg oftlte boat-the first cutter. Not seeinganythillg 
of the boat, I dug out the caclle and found the log-bookS, the chronom
eter, the navigation box, a lot of pots and pans and kettles, five stoves, 
a lot of old sleeping bags and old clothing that they had used to cover 
up the instruments. I loa<lecl the two sleds with everything worth 
carrying away and a great deal not worth anythlllg, so as 10 avoid mis
leading any person WllO might go there afterward 011 a similar search. 
I returned to the hut at Balloch tlle same (',-ening; the night was again 
stormy. The next morning the storm continued snowing and blowing, 
and as I understood Osoctoc was 40 yersts to the southward, I wall ted 
the natives to descend to the soutll ward these 40 versts. Tiley told me 
that thl'S had no ·provisions; that they had taken them off their sleds 
and put them in the store-houses, 

There was a fa,mine in that portion of the conn try, and they said that 
eigilty of their dogs had died from starvation, and that it was impos· 
sible to supply me with more than enough food for myself during the 
time I stai.d tilere. 

From this point to Ku Mark Sark was about 300 versts, and it was 
impossible for me to tra·vel tilat distance without supplies. This com· 
pelled me to return to North Balun to reIlew the snpply of fish. That 
same day I arrived at the village of Tomat or North Bulun. I then 
owrhauled the stuff I had picked up at the cache, and gave the old 
clothing and sleeping bags and worthless stuff away. I at first told 
them to burn them, that they might not mislead any ot.her person. I 
left all the old stuffin this village, at the house where I stopped. I took 
care of everything in the way of books and papers, instruments, or any· 
thing of importance either to tile expedition or the Government. 

The next day it stormed so badly the natives would not move. The 
day following I managed to get two good teams of dogs and a short 
team of seven dogs, loaded up all the stuff til at I had concluded to carry 
away, and started for the hut called Osoctoc. That was the second hut 
where they bad stopped on their way to the soutllward. It was stormy, 
and snowing terribly during this ti.me. That afternoon I arrived· at the 
hut OS(lctoc. I found nothing there, the huts bei.ng filled with snow. 
I continued down the ri'-er to the ilut called Usterda. This was the 
hut where De Long said in his record that ile had crossed [would eross*) 
the river to the westward and descend on tile west bank to the south
ward in ilopes of reaching some settlement. This is in his third record. 
This hut was filled with snow. Seeiug a hut about a mile further to 
the southward, called Mef:ia, I went to the hut Mef:ia and slept tilere 
that night. The next morning I returned to the hut U sterda and c~ossed 
~heriver where De Long did. I could see the track of tbe sled III the 
Ice, where it cut a groove ill the soft slush or ice a month or so before. 
I followed down tile west bank of the river to the southward in bopes 
?f' meeting or finding the but in which Eriebsen died, Ninde:r;nann ~av· 
lng described to me tbat the hut was on the west bank of the rl vel' 
and somewhere between 15 aud 20 or maybe 25 miles from where they 
had stopped after crossing the river at the hut ot" Usterda. I made 
the natives understand thoronghly what I wanted. They said "Yes"; 
they knew where there was a hut 011 the west bank, 20 miles to the 

*Correction by witness. 
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southward. They took me to a hut answering the description, but it 
proved not to be the hut of which I was in search. I inquired if there 
was any other hut in the neighborhood. They replied, "Yes," but· not 
on the ,vest bank but ou the east bank, about 8 or 10, maybe 15 versts 
further to the sOl;thward. Knowing that the people were sick, miser
able and frozen and that perhaps they had forgotten whether they 
wer~ on the west or east bank, I proceeded down until I found it; I 
searched it but found nothing of the people. Nindemann had told me 
that I would know it by an epitaph board they had inscribed to Erich
sen where he died, and placed it over the door of the hut. I inquired 
if there were other huts in the neigli borhood; they said nothing nearer 
than the hunting lodge known as Sister Ganak. 

It was blowing and storming terribly the whole of this time, so much 
so tliat we could barely find our way. The SIlOW was very deep. The 
dogs were poor and hungry. We had but two or three days' provision& 
to see me down as far as the native village of Ku Mark Surk. We got 
into the hut of Sister Ganak in the evening, out of the storm, and there 
found considerable offal of all kinds from deer and fish, which we gathered 
up to assist in eking out the few provisions we had on hand, to descend 
to the southward as far as Mat Vay, in wliich vicinity I expected to .find 
De Long and the people. The next morning it was storming as badly 
as ever; the natives did not want to move on, bnt as it was but 40 versts 
to go they finally consented, and toward the evening of that day we 
arrived at the hunting station or lodge known by the name Qn Vina. In 
this hut we found more offal and scraps of reindeer meat, all of which 
evidence went to show that the first cutter's party did not go down that 
branch of the river, although it is one of the largest and is the main 
branch leading from the northward to the southward as far as Mat Vay. 

I arrived there on Saturday, and on the next day, Sunday, it was still 
storming and blowing. The nati,es again did not want to move on, 
saying that it was Sunday and they preferrt>d to be idle; that probably 
on the morrow the storm would abate. This was about the 21st day of 
November. The next morning the weather cleared up and was com
paratively fine. I started at three or four o'clock in the morning to 
follow the river bank down as far as the hut Mat Vay. This is wbere 
I was doubling on my own trook. It was now thirty or thirty-two days 
after the time that Nindemann and N oros had left them there poorly clad, 
b.ut I had made up my mind by this time, that after thirty days' starva
tIOn they were all probably dead or frozen to death' that in. the mean. 
time, if they had found the natives or if the nativ~s had found them, 
the.y were as safe as our party were, bu t if they had not found the 
natIves, they would surely be dead. I then made up my mind to make 
as quick time as ,I could by way of the hut Mat Vay back to Bulun. 
Now that the weather was fine, I intended to run by the hut, as it was 
but 40 yer~ts, even if. it stormed. I concluded to stop at Mat Vay 
as short a tll~e as poss~ble, as we were out of provisions except the offal 
that I had pIcked up lU the huts. After leavinO" Qu Vina about two 
hours the natives stopped their teams and dug ~p a cache of venison 
bones, that they had buried the summer before. They added this to 
our load and we sledded along, passilJg iVIat Vay in the afternoon. 
Abo~t sevP,n o'clock j~l the evening, in entering a mountain gorge where 
the rnTer debouched lllto the bay, the storm blew from the southward 
so tha;t we were compelled to camp down. It is impossible to move 
whell It st.orms and hlows, oocause the doO's cannot be made to face the 
wind. They simply lie down and h?wl; a~ld beat them as you may you 
cannot make them move. The natIves dug a hole in the snow about 6 
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feet square, 3 or 4 feet deep, turned the sleds up to the windward of the 
bole and got into their sleeping bags in the snow bank. The storm 
continued to blow during the whole of that night; the next day and 
tbe next night it was impossible to move, until the next day morning, 
when it cleared up a lit,tle, but in the mean time we had notting to eat. 
It was too stormy"to make a fire to make tea, and the venison bones 
that the natives had dug ont were full of maggots. We cl10pped this 
up in little cubes and swallowed it whole, which made me so sick after 
it warmed up in my stomach that I vomited it all out again. 

About seven o'clock in the morning got ready to start the teams to 
tbe southward, turning the short team back again to go 11Ome. The 
sbort team of dogs had something like 250 ven;ts to go northwest and 
no supplies but two dried fish and a quarter of a pound of tf'a. I pnt all 
the loads from th,e three sleds on to two sleds and started for Bulcour, 
the nearest place where I conl(imake a fire. I arrived at Bulcour about 
eleven ,or twel\'e o'clock at night. It stormed so during this day, the 
wind had carried dogs and sleds whither it would. Owing to the man
ner in which the sle(1s were made in traveling over the snow [sand*] 
banks,it wore away the runners, so that the lashings kept coming [cut
ting*] out, and the sleds con tinned breakiug down. Arrived at Bulcour 
and set to work repairing the sll'ds and the next morning started for the 
native village known as Ku Mark Surk, about 50 or 55 versts from Bul
cour. On my journey to tbe nO! til ward, tbis 50 versts I had traversed 
iJ.l about seven hours, but on my return it was so stormy and the snow 
so deep tilat it took about fourteen bours. The dogs were so exhausted 
from starvation that they could only drag the sleds along. I was frozen 
so badly that I could not. walk. The natives were not frozen, but were 
so tired from hauling' the sleds, that when they got witilin 8 versts of 
the village they proposed not to go any farther but wait until the next 
day and camp in the snow. When the natives stopped, the dogs howl
ing like wolves, the dogs in the village hearing the dogs attached to the 
sleds howling, answered the call, and the.dogs made a fresh start and 
got in all right that night out of the storm. I arrived at Ku Mark Surk 
on the 24th of November. 

And the court then, at 12 m., took a I'(~cess until 12.30 p. m., at which 
time it reconvened with all the members~ the jutlge-advocate, and the 
witness under examitlation present, and the witness then continued his 
answer to the pending question as fo1l9wS : 

I remained there all nigilt and the next morning started the dog teams 
and arrived at Burroloch over night, and the next morning started for 
Bulun, a distance of' 8U versts. The snow at this time was so deep and 
the weather so bad that it required a train of six [sixteell*] reindeer to 
carry myself and one dog driver and the articles recovered at the cache; 
and these eighty versts, the ordinary time is eight hours, ~nd I have made 
it in seven hours before. On this occal;ion it requil'ed fourteen hours to 
make it, being obliged to stop at a native village called Ajaket, the llatives 
having lost their way on the river aud bringing up at this place to warm 
np. I arrived at Bulun Oil the momillg of the 27th of November, hav
ing been absent twenty-three days. Upon my arrival at Bulun I found 
that there bad not been sufficient transportatiou for the people, on the 
road,and that Mr. Danenhower had taken away five of the sickest peo
ple on his way to Yakutsk, leaving six people behind for me. The cause 
of this is, that ordinarily, traveling through tliis section of the coun~ry 
seldom extends to more than two or tbree travt'ling together, unless With 
their own 'deer trains. The mail-route people at stations must keep 

* Correction hy witness. 
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transportation but for three people bO~lp.d for or arriving at Bulun. I 
also learned that the assistant eRpravmk of Verkeransk had been sent 
to th~ Lena delta to inquire into the landing of the people there, as they 
had never learned or knew anything about the .Jeannette haviIlg sailed 
from the United States. The assistant espravnik was named Epat. 
chieff. When he left Bnlun, Bartlett having orders that if I did not 
return within twenty dajTs he should sen? so~ebody to.look for m~, gaYe 
Epatchieff 40 pounds of bread to carry Wlt,h !JIm ~o me for illy use III case 
he found me. Epatchieff instead of followlUg III the track that I went 
011 was carried by his business across the connty to Geeomovialocke. 
Upon his arrival at Geeomovialocke, he learned from my dog drivers that 
I bad sent home from North Bnlnn, that I had been to North Buluu, 
had gone to the Arctic Ocean to get the books and papers, and was prob· 
ably on my return to Bulun. Epatchieff went f~om Geeomovialocke to 
North Bulul1, and having learned that I had left 011 my w<'Iy to Bulun, 
he followed my track and arrived at Bulun about the 28th day of No· 
vember. TIle clothing that had been supp1ied to the whale· boat party 
to conduct them from Geeomovialocke to Bulnu was only borrowed and 
had to be returned to the natives who loaned it. Upon the arrival of 
the people at Bulun, the Cossack commandant set about having new 
clotlJing made for the people to enable them to travel from Bulun to 
Yakll tsk by the way of Verkeransk. Upon my return to Bulun, I found 
that it was not possible to fit ont an expedition from Bulun to renew the 
search until spring time, the commandant complaining that the sailors 
had eaten more bread during the time that they were there than all his 
people put together. He said he had no authority to supply me with 
anj'thing bnt transportation accompanied by the assistant espravnik 
of the eli strict as far as Verkeransk. I then made arrangements that 
the men should be supplied with the necessa,~~y fur clothing aud that foou 
be supplied them on the journey from Bulun to Verkeransk. 

All through this section of country to Verkeransk even to Irkutsk 
it is necessary to carry with yon the bread and beef or venison or fish 
that yon are going to live on, and use teams sufficient to transport your 
material, as you cannot be supplied with any of the necessary articles 
011 the road. 

About the last day of Nov:ember I left Bulun in company with the 
assistant espravnik of Verkeransk, having made arrangements with 
the commandant to supply the party with the necesf';ary food and cloth· 
in~. I traveled with the assistant espravink in order to prepare the 
remdeer sled and teams on the road, and arrived at Verkeransk about 
the 6th day of December, 960 versts from Bulnn. 

Bartlett and the remainder of the whale· boat party arrived three or 
four days after I had arrived. At Verkeransk I had bread baked and 
pr.epared for the p~ople to travel from Verkeransk to Yakutsk, and sup
plIed the people WIth the fur clothing found necessary for their travel 
from Bulun to Verkeransk. 

Before leaving" Bulun 1 made the Cossack commandant understand 
~hat I desiredhimto ~i~l in reg;ml to finding or searching for the bod· 
Ie~ of the dead, pronmnng him a thousand ronbles if he found them, 
Wlt~ all. the books and papers and any of the people. I also explained 
to hIm, m case be fouud the bodies of the dead how I wanted him to 
pnt them in a hut; bank it np pr~perly ~ith sno~, and prevent the en. 
trance of any ammals, ~r anythmg wlneh would destroy the bodies; 
and also that when I arnved. at Vel'kerausk where tbe espravnik was 
I would have written instructions sent to hi~, having learned tbat'ther~ 
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was an exile in Verkeransk who spoke English and who could make a 
translation for that purpose. 

'Upon my arrival at Verkeransk I had the exile, Leon, make a transla
tion ofa letter that I wrote in English to the espravnik of the district 
who was named Kastarof'fski. ' 

The witness here produced a letter, and said "This is a copy of the 
letter to the espravnik of the district of Verkeransk, inculding instruc
tions for him to send the same to the Cossack commandant at Bulun, di
recting him to continue the search for the bodies of the dead alld the 
books and papers, during my absence at Yakutsk to get the autJlority 
ofthe governor of Eastern Siberia to fit out an expedition for tIle spring 
search." 

The judge-ad vocate then proceeded to read aloud the letter in ques
tion, a certified copy of \\-llich is appended to the record, marked M M. 

The witneRS continued his narrative as follows: 
After the arrival of the whale-boat party from Builln, in charge of 

Fireman Bartlett, I started with one of t.he secretaries of Governor 
Tcherneiff, a day in advance of tlle party, for the purpose of preparing 
teams on the road for the transportation of the party that were behind 
me, and to see the governor as soon as possible to arrange for a summer 
search. I arrived at Ypkutsl! about the 27th day of December, and 
immediately waited upon the governor and inquired if an answer had 
come to my original telegram to the Navy Department. 

The witness here produced a paper and said, "This is a copy of the 
original telegram sent by me from Rulun by special courier to Irkutsk, 
the terminus of the telegraph wires, three copies of which were made, 
one copy to the Secretary of the Navy, OBe to the American minister at 
St. Petersburg, alld one to Mr. James Gordon Bennett. These were 
sent about the 2d day of November." 

The judge-advocate then read aloud and placed before the court the 
telegram, and a certified copy, marked NN, is appended to the record. 

The witness then produced the original telegram received by him at 
Yakutsk, which the judge·advocate read aloud aud placed before the 
conrt, and a certified copy, marked ° 0, is appended to the record. 

The WITNESS. This was received by me about the 5th day of January 
[referring· to the fir.'<t telegram 1, and this [producing another telegram] 
was received on the same day. And the witness here presented the 
original telegram from Hoffman, charge at St. Petersburg, which the 
judge-advocate read aloud and placed before the court; and a certified 
copy, marked P P, is appeuded to the record. 

The WITNESS. At this time I would like to correct (having since 
examined my noteR), by changing the elate of our arrival at Yakutsk 
from the 27th day of December to the 30th day of December. 

The witness continued his answer to the pending question as follows: 
No telegram had arrived up to this date. I told the governor that I 

desired transportation for myself and people as far as Irkutsk; ~hat I 
wanted his assistance in fitting out an expedition to go north lJl the 
spring time to search for the missing boats' crews. He informed me 
that he could only provide transportation for myself and party to the 
governor-general at Irkutsk. He said a letter [mail *J would probably 
arrive in three or fonr days' that he would recommend me to wait, unLil 
I received by mail a letter i~ answer to my telegram. In the mean time 
he supplied me with five thousand roubles for tlle expenses of tlle road 
journey to Irkutsk. I had made all the preparations for procuring the 

.. Correction by witness. 
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provisions anq clothing necessary to transport the part~ to Irkutsk: I 
was also informed that but six people could travel at a tIme. I aWaIted 
the arrival of the telegram, which arrived about the 5th of January, 

About the ninth 01' tenth day I started Mr. Danenhower and the re
mainder of the people, except Nindemann, all~ Bartl.ett, to go to Irkutsk 
and thence to the Atlantic seaboard. I retamed Nmdemann and Bart· 
lett as the two betit men in the party to assist me in the search, intend
ing to make three search parties with an interpreter in each one. More 
people could not be us~d successfull~ ~ll a search such as I had befo~e 
me, owing to the scarCIty of the prOVISIOns and dog-teams at the ArctlC 
Ocean where the search was to take place. 

After Mr. Danenhower had left, and the remainder of the party, I set 
to work to prepare the expedition as rapidly as po~sible, to commence 
the search in the early spring. Upon my presentatIOn of the telegram 
from the Secretary of the Navy to Governor Tchernieff, he told me that 
there was no limit to the demands of money, provisions, or the people; 
that the telegram was an offical telegram from the American Govern
ment and that the whole force of Russia at his command was at my 
servi~e. It was necessary to have tobacco, food, and clothing supplied 
from Yakntsk and transported over the mountains in mid winter ou pack
horses and reindeer sleds and dog sleds. to the Lena Delta. This is a 
distance by the post road of over 2,360 versts to the Arctic Ocean. I set 
Bartlett and Nindemann at work to buy up such small articles as 
might in their judgment seem best, an made an arrangement with 
Governor Tchernieff to suppl.V me with six months' supplies for ten peo
ple, all of which was to be sent immediately from Yakutsk to Bulun, and 
then to any point on the delta where required; also to duplicate the 
order in the month of June if the order was not countermanded in the 
meantime, in tending that the provisions should reach Bulun for the Lena 
Delta in the month of July or August. This was for a reserve in case I 
might be detained there during tile fall or until the sledding would com· 
mence and return to Yakutsk in the fall time. I engaged three interpre
ters, one for myself, one for Nindemann, and one for Bartlett, all three of 
them speaking the Russian language aad some Yakutsk. vne of them was 
the captain of the steamboat Lena, whouuderstood the river Lena very well, 
having plied in that river on the steamboat Lena; another was an ex·offi
eel' of ca vaIry, in the em ploy of the Russian Govern ment, and the tllird was 
a Cossack sergeant in Governor Tchernieff's serviee, in which he had 
traveled all \lver this section of country. Owing to the scarcity of teams 
on the road It was necessary that we should go forth in three separate 
parties, and I. W)t Nindemann and his interpreter away about the 19th 
of January, gIVlllg them orders to wait at Bulun for my arrival. I got 
Bartlett with the provision train and hi8 interpreter started about 
Jar:uary 23 with orders to take care of the provisions and provision 
tram., to go as far as BuInn an~ await my arrival. The provision train 
reqUIred so many horses and rellldeer totransport the provisions that it 
~as necessary tllat I should give them time to advance them on their. 
Journey and return. For this reason I remained behind and after sign- . 
ing tlle necessary vouchers for General Tchernieff I l~ft Yakutsk for 
~ulun, by way of Verkeransk, about the 27th day of January. I ar. 
I'Ive~ ~t Ver~eransk about the 41",h day of February, overtaking the 
provl~lOn ~ralll, started on the night of the 4th of February on the 
mOrDlIlg' ot the 5th of February, and remained at Verkeransk u~til the 
10th. of February, to give t?e pro~'ision train the right of way, and to 
awaIt the .return o~ t~e all\m~~ls for the transportation of myself and 
party, WhICh at thIS tIme conSIsted of myself, Captain Greenbeck, and 
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the espravanik of the district, Epatchieff. I had orders from the Gov
ernor for the espravanik of the district to go with me to enforce all con
tracts with Russian. and native tr~velers, and all others, to assist in 
snch manner as the Circumstances mIght demand. The mountain divide 
was very stormy, and the traveling very difficult. I overtook Bartlett 
with the provision train on the route to within one huudred or a hundred 
and fifty versts of Bulun. He was snowed in, and killed six or more of 
his reindeer trying to get them through the snow-drifts. He told me 
that Nindemann in advancing had killed several of his reindeer. Bart
lett and the party with the provision train was unable to ad vance at the 
time. They had plenty of dead reindeer for subsistence. I gave them 
what fresh reindeer I had and took what reindeer he had to spare that 
were able to work, and went on to Bulun, arriving at Bulun on the 
evening of February 17. Bartlett and the provision train arrived on 
the evening of February 18; myself and provisions the previous day, 
with the exception of salt and dried beef that were being prepared at 
Verkeransk and was not yet at Bulun. 

And the court then at 2 p. m., pending the further examination of this 
witness, adjourned to meet to-morrow, the 31st day of November, 1882, 
at 10.30 n. m. 

THIRTY-EIGHTH DAY. 

NAVY DEPAI'tTMENT, 
Washington, D. C., Tuesday, November 21, 1882-10.30 a. m. 

The court met pursuant to the adjournment of yesterday. 
Present,Oommodore Wm. G. Temple, United States Navy, president; 

Oapt. Joseph N. Miller, United States Navy, Oommander Frederick V. 
McNair, United States Navy, members; and Master Samuel O. Lemly, 
United States Navy, judge-advocate. 

The record of the proceedings of yesterday, Noyemuer 20, 1882, the 
thirty-seventh day of the inquiry, was then read, and after correcting 
clerical errors, approved. 

Ohief Engineer GEORGE W. l\fELVILLE, United States Navy, the 
witness under examination, then came in, and continued his answer to 
the pending qnestion, which was repeated by the judge-advocate, as 
follows: 

State in detail what efforts were made or attempted by yourself or 
any of the officers or men under your command to further insure the 
safet.y of that party, and for the relief of the other parties. 

The WITNESS. Before leaving Yakutsk I had prepared three charts, 
(Jopies of Peterman's chart, corrected by N ordenskjold. This is the chart 
that I used myself, and made copies for Nindema,nn and Bartlett. They 
worked on copies the same as this cbart. All the distances marked on 
this cbart and the official distances established by the Russian author
ities for the payment of tax or toll in the transportation of merchant 
Supplies. 

The witness here produced the chart referred to and the judge-ad
vocate placed it before the court, and a certified copy, marked Q Q, is 
appended to the record. 

The witness then continued his narrative, as follows: 
. The chart in it.s coast lines is apparently correct, but there are many 

rIvers in the delta and islands that are not laid down on the chart at 
all. For instance, on the chart, between the village of North B ulun and 

H. Ex. 108--10 
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a. place known as Ballock, on the River Osoctoc, one Of. the ~lain 
branches runllino- to the northward, I crossed eleven good slzed rIvers 
in passing from the village to the river, and on th,e c~~rt you will find 
none laid down. I mention this to show the unrehabIhty of the charts. 
After the arrival of myself and party at Bulun it was necessary to get 
the dogs and the dog teams to commence the search at once, Reindeer 
teams generally carried freight or t~avelers as far ~s Ku Mark Surk. 
Beyond this there are no regular ~tatlOns or depots for the transporta· 
tion of travelers or goods of any kmd; the travelers and merchants sup
plying their own teams. The dog teams c?uld only be procured at Geeo
movialocke or at North Bulun, or on the Islands up to the westward at 
a village called Tu1'ak on Long Island, 

I found it necessary to employ in the mountain from three to, five 
teams of dogs, numbering fifteen dogs to a team; and for hauling sup
plies, five or even ten teams at times, to keep up the, supply ?f fish for 
the subsistence of the dogs, as every dog whIle worklllg reqmred a fish 
a day, weighing from four and a half to five and six pounds each. 

The espravanik of the distriet was with me, and he sent a messenger 
to collect all the dogs in the district at Cass Carta, which wa,s to be 
the principal depot of supplies, as soon as possible. The Russians 
[Russian traders *], knowing that I would require a large amount offish, 
had bought up all the fish that were in the district, and fish that could 
be bought recently for three kopeks, a kopek being the hundredth part 
of a rouble, they wanted ten to fifteen roubles for. This made it neces· 
sary for me to cross the mountain range over to Geeomovialocke. I left 
Bulun for the purpose of going to Geeomovialocke about the 23d day f 
February, carrying an interpreter and the espravanik of the district 
with me. I arrived at Geeomovialocke about the 25th or 26th of February. 
I had purchased seventeen head of reindeer on the hooffor food. These 
I pnt in charge of Nindemann and Bartlett, who were in charge of the 
proviSion train, with their interpreters and the Cossack sergeant; also 
a man and a woman that I had hired as cook and wood and water car
rier for the camp, I gave Bartlett orders to proceed as far as Ku Mark 
Surk; that is as far as he could go with reindeer, and wait the arrival 
of the dog teams that I would send him from Geeomovialocke to carry him 
and his party up the river as far as Mat Yay, where I had promised tv 
have ,a depot of fish for him and his party and for the dogs that ,were 
carrymg them from there. He had orders to go as far as Oass Oarta; 
if he got there before I did, he would wait my arrival. When I arrived 
at Geeomovialocke, I learned that no person had been able to pass be
tween Geeomovialocke and Bulun for three months, owing to the stormy 
state of the weather, the snow-storms and wind. I secured six thou
sand fish at Geeomovialocke, the espravanik of the district breaking all 
the cont.racts that the merchants had made where the money had not 
bee;'1 paId a,nd turn~d the fish over for my use. The day following my 
ar~lval at GeeOl;novralocke, I fitted seven dog teams with fish and sup
plIes, t? go as far as Ku Mark Surk, to carry Bartlett and the provis
Ion tram to the northward, up the main branch of the Lena. The 
natives started off in a snow storm. It set in to snow and stormed and 
stormed t~ere, so ~hat after an absence of five or six days the dog teams 
returned m a terrIble state; tbe hands and faces and legs of tbe drivers 
were ~roz~n so that they were bardly able to move. Four of their dogs 
had ~Ied III harness and some h,ad escaped. They were obliged to leave 
the fish and return to Geeomovralocke. In the mean time I had started 

~ Correction by witness. 
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the provisi?n train 3;nd fish. to .Mat Vay, the first depot of supplies, to 
have the fish there m readmeAs for Bartlett aud the provision train. 
These t~ams had orders, in addit~on. to deli.vering their j1:,;h at Mat Vay, 
to remam there [go on*] and assIst m haulmg Bartlett and the provision 
train there. The snow storm detained them in the huts at Borkhia 
Stolbovoi, and Terganak, and by t~e time they arrived at Mat Vay 
they had consumed nearly all of theIr fish, but proceeded according to 
their orders as far as Ku Mark Surk to assist in bringing the provision 
train there. As soon as the weather cleared up at Geeomovialocke I 
started fresh teams with half loads to increase the number of teams. ' I 
told them they must go over [through *J to Ku Mark Surk, stormy weather 
or uo; to eat the fish if necessary to go on to Kn .Thfarlc Surk. ' I Rent a 
letter by tile dog teams, instructing Bartlett, if necessar:r, to kill the 
reiudeer to feed the dogs, and to go through to the depot at Mat Vay 
and Cass Carta. At the second attempt the dogs got through to Ku 
Mark Surk. Immediately after sending the second series of dogs I 
started by way of Arii, Stolbovoi, Terganak, and Ordono for Cass Oarta. 
The lluts are the summer habitations of the natives, but after the end of 
winter time the weather had been so stormy thellatives were loath to go 
nnless by way of a line of huts to have shelter. On this journey we 
slept at the hut a~ Stolbovoi. The next morning, as we approached the 
huts at Terganak, yery much to our surprise, as we expected to fi nd the hut 
vacant on our arri,'al there, the dog drivers attempted to enter the buts, 
and came out saying, "Somebody was dead in there." Upon inq uiry we 
found tbat nobody was dead in there, hut that there was an old man 
and an old woman and a young man and a young woman and five chil
dreu in this place, Dearly starved to death; that tbey had started to go 
from the village of Turak, on IJODg Island, and owing to a famine in that 
section were on their way down to the southeast, to Geeomovialocke, to 
get something to eat. They were caught in the snow storm I have de
scribed, lost their way, but in close proximity to the hute, and three of 
tllelr youngest children had fl'ozen to death aud were buried in a snow 
bank outside tIle lluts. The other people ill the huts were so badly 
frozen that they were hardly able to crawl. They had eaten all the lash
ings.from their sleds and were burning the inside of their hut to keep 
themselves warm .. I gave them what tea aud fish I had to spare. I 
told tllem the teams would return in three or four days and carry them 
to Geeomovialocke. 

About the evening of the 12th of March I arrived at Cass Carta, 
passing in sight of the hunting station known as Qu Vina. Wh~le at 
Geeomovialocke I had my interpreter with me and the ~spravl1lk of: 
the district. I malle inquiries in reg'arc! to the cause of the delay of 
Kusmah in passing from Geeornovialocke to Bulull and back. I also had 
the espravnik of the district make official inquiry into the contract of 
the Starosti of the village in supplying us with rotten geese instead of 
tisll. He sent for Kusmah and all the people in the vicinity. Kusmah 
and Nikolai Shagra stated that the cause of the delay was the breaking 
up of the Lena River after they had crossed the first range of mount
ains, and the reason they had not left Geeon;lOvialo?ke before th~y did 
was because of the open water in the bay and Jll the rIver beyond; It was 
impoSlSible for Kusmall or Nikolai or any other person to leave Geeomo
vialoeke before they did. That he went as soon as he could go, and re-
turned as rapidly as possible. . 

Wllile I was at Geeomovialocke I paid all the bills that the natIves 

* Correction by WitllC8S. 
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had against me for :,;upplies for myself and the w?ale.boat party while 
I was there before. I also paid KusmaiJ. for carrymg the message to the 
commandant but a:,; he did not supply the reindeer teams and the cloth
in'" accordill~' to his contract, I paid him three hundred rubles instead 
or" five hnnd~pd ruules, because the additional charges of the comman· 
dant amounted to two hundred ruules. A day or two after my arrival 
at Ca.ss Ca.rta, Bartlett and Nindema~lTI, wi~h the l~rovision train,ar. 
rived. I Imd made an arrangement, whIle at Gee.omovJalocke tO'have the 
dog team:s continue hauling the fish to Mat Vay. and Ca~s. ~al'ta., The 
espravnik had ordered all the dogs collected II! the VlClU1ty o~ Cass 
Carta, and I immediatel~- set to work to orgalllze th~ teams. tor the 
search. The search was intended to have becll cal'ned on III three 
separate parties, myself and illterpreter as 0 Ie party, Niridemaml' and 
his interpreter as a second, and Bartlett and the C.ossack ,sergeant a~ 
the third party. There were many dogs employed III haulmg tile fish, 
thouo'h 1 could not hire the dogs for the search part.v until abollt tlJe 
16th ~f Ma.rch. 011 the 16th I had t.wo good teams of dogs, fifteen dogs 
in a team and while waiting the arrival of the additional dogs for the 
other teaI~s I started, in compallY with Nilldemann and the interpreters, 
up the main branch leading to the northward, toward a hut called (Js· 
terd",. This is where DeI.long crossed therivertothe westward, and where 
his record said he followed the west bank of the river to the south ward. 
vVe arrived there late ill the evening. and as SOOll as we came in sigut of 
the hut Nindemann recognized the place immediately, sa,ying: "That is 
the hut, and there is the river making up to the northeast, and the other 
hut to the southward, that De Long and his people eould not get to be
cause of the stream of water to the eastward." This hut tothe sduthward 
was tbe hut called Mei0a. Vve slept in the hut that night, and the next 
morning crossed the river tothe westward, as the record said De Long was 
going to, and as I had done the season before." Here the river takes a 
great bend to the westward. Nindemann then said he thought that after 
they had crossed the river to the westward it proceeded to the south ward 
about a mile or a mile and half, and turned so far to the westward 
that Captain De Long- had an idea that this branch ran off:' into the 
northwest, which would carry him off to sea or up into the northwest, 
where he did not wa.nt to go, as his course lay to the southward. For 
this reason Lieutenant De Long recrossed the river to the eastward, 
and followed a dry branch of the river down into the southeast. This 
accounts for my loss of De IJong's track the previous fall. Nindemann 
recognized the point at which they camped the first night after leaving 
Usterda and recrossing the river. We hunted for the fire at every place 
they had been, but the bank was snowed in so deep that Dothing could 
be fo~nd. I inqu!red of the dog-drivers that I had engaged specially 
fo~' th~s part of thIS search, as men who hunted and trapped in-this dis
tl'lct, If they knew of a small hut, and described it to them as being on 
the bank of a good-sized river, and about fifteen or twenty or may be 
twenty-five, versts distant from the place where we then w~re, into' the 
southward or eastward. They said yes; they knew where there were two. 
vye then foll?wed up the dry bed of the stream, which Nindemann recog
lllze~ as havlllg been on their march, and finally coming up with a hut on 
thc right baJ?k of ~h,e str~am, but it w~s not the right one; that is, it was 
not the hut m whlCn ErIchsen had died. I was anxious to find the hut 
in which Erichsen had died, because after finding this hut it would 
sh,orten my ma~ch fifteen, twenty, or twenty·five versts, what.ever it 
mIght be, and gIve me less ground to sea.rch over. This not being the 
hut I wanted, I returned to the starting lloint, and started a second 
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tiU)e, going more to .the southward and in to the eastward, to find the 
second hut the natIve spoke of. It came on to snow and blow, and 
got pretty well toward evening. I inquired bow far it was to Sister 
Ganak hnnt.jng station. Tbey said thirty or forty versts; that we 
WO~lld camp there tbat night. Arrived tbere late in the eveniug. The 
storm continued tbenext day. I concluded to leave the fish there and 
retlU'n with the dog-sleds to Cass Carta. It was still storming and 
blowing, but the storm was bebind us, and we had no difficulty in trav
eling. Arrived at Uass Carta on the evening of that day, and the next 
dl;tY it continued to blow; but tbe day following it cleared np, so as to 
enable ns to make another start. In tbe mean time more dogs had ar
rived, and Bartlett was fitted with his search party, dog-teams, and 
drivers. I then directed Bartlett to go with his dog-team as far as Mat 
Vay, the other depot of snpplies. Nindemann having informed me 
that thev bad come down some branch of the river that made out froUl 
the great bay, on the soutbward of which is the hut Mat Vay, I told 
Bartlett to start from Mat Vay and work from Mat Vay to the north
ward on the largest branch of the river tbat he might find; that inyself, 
along with Nindemann and his teams, would work from the north ward 
to the 'southward, in hopes of finding Erichsen's hut and recover the 
record, gun, and ammunition, and other articles that were in the hut; 
that in case he found my tracks ran across him he was to double on 
my tracks and follow me to the sonthward, eventually bringing up at 
Mat Vay, working from the northward to the southward. Bartlett and 
I started at the saDle time from Cass Carta, as I had i,nstructed him 
to do. He arrived at Mat Vay the same evening that he left Cass 
Carta. It was coming ou to storm and blow, and he remained there 
all night, Nindemalln aud myself camping down in the snow. The 
next morning it continued to blow so hard from a southward direction, 
in which we wanted to go to reach .Mat Vay, that the dog drh'ers could 
not proceed; lH:?ither lIIen nor dogs will face a gale of wind on snow. 
The hut Qu Villa was about twenty or thirty versts to the westward. 
I ran for the hut of Qu Vina. It continued to storm, and during' the 
day three or four of the dog teams loaded with fish took refuge in the 
same hut. Bartlett iu the mean time had started out from Mat Vay, 
was caught in the snow-storm, auel camped down and remained in camp 
all day, not being able to move. I left Qu Vina, however, ill the storm, 
and ran down to Mat Yay, having made ul' my mimI that as Nindemann 
had ad\'ised, it would be better to try to search from tile southward to 
the northward, as he though he would ue able to recognize the riYer on 
which he and Noros hall come. The storm continued. Bartlett re
mained at Qu Vina. Nindemaun and myself remained one night and 
one dlty at Mat Vay, owing to the storm; the day following it cleared 
up .. Nindemallll not being sure ,,-hieh of the rivers it was he had 
marched along, 1 had made up my mind to start from t.lle hut Mat Vay, 
going to tbe westwanl, from headland to lleadlalld, as far as the mouth 
of each river. At the time whell ] made an exa.mination of the head
lands I went all along rouud the bay from the westward to the north
ward" and so along to the eastward, until I had examine~l ever~ headla~l(l 
and rIver that was on the bay, nntil I found a large rIver WIth the we 
very much piled up in it as Nindemanll had described it, the water be
ing open and running the season before. On Illy passage from Geeo
movialocketo Cass Carta I crossed a ver~' large river, the ice there beiug 
in immense masses which answered to the description of the river that 
Nindemann had de~cribed to me. 'rhis I learned to be the river Vogoa
stock or Duropean. WOe followed the bay until late in the evelling', 
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having visited all the headlands; finally came up to the .large river 
with the broken ice. I jumped up on the headland or pomt of ,land 
making down in the bay and foun.d ~her~ a~ immense fire ha:d been 
made. The fire-bed was probably SIX feet m dmmeter, large drIft-logs 
hove into it, and a large fire made, such as a signal-fi~>e. T~ere were 
many foot-prints and marks around the fire. I then haIled Nmdf'mann 

'and the natives saying," Here they are." They thought that I had 
found the place 'where the De Long party had been. Nindemanncame 
up on the point onand and said that neither he nor Noros had made a 
fire of that kind, only a small fire in the cleft of a b~nk; but he was, sure 
that this was the point of land they had turned gomg to the westward, 
and that this was the river along which he and Noros had come. I 
asked them if the Yakutsks made a fire like that, and they said no; 
that they only make small fires. I then concluded that De Long and 
his party had been here, but supposed they had turned, as Nindemann 
and N oros had, down to the westward, and expected to find them some
where to the westward. Nindemann had described an old flat-boat that 
lay on the bank of the river a short distance up this same river. If we 
found the flat-boat, that would show this to be tbe river on which 
Erichsen's hut was located. I then started up the river with the inten
tion of going as far as Erichsen's hut, getting the relics there known 
to be ill the hut, and to return to t.he point of land and continue the 
search between tbe point where the fire had been and Mat Vay. Nin
demann started with his dog-team in advance some four or five hun
dred yards, and while running along sighted the flat-boat. I fol
lowed after him, sitting on the sled, faCing the bank. The bank here 
was twenty-five or thirty feet high above the bank of the river,and 
the snow filled in with a natural slop to the height of the bank, 
and passing probably forty or fifty feet out to the river; but the wind 
blew so fiercely in this section that very little snow lies on the high: 
lands or Tundras. The snow was blown into the valleys, forming banks 
equal in depth to the depth of the natural bank of the river. It is tbe 
custom in making a search to go facing the bank of the river, and when 
they see an,vthing to attract them, drop off the sled and examine it or 
pick it up and go on. In this manner about five hundred yards from 
the point where the fire had been, I saw the points of four sticks stand
ing up out of the snow about eighteen inches, and lashed together with 
a piece of rope. Seeing this, I dropped off the sled, and going up to 
th~ place on th~ snow bank, I found a Remington rifle slung across the 
POlllts of t~e stlCk~, and the muzzle about eight iuches out of the snow. 
The dog drIver seemg I had found something, came back with the sled, 
and I sent him to Nindemann to tell him to come back he having 
gone as far np the river as the :flat-boat. When they return'ed I started 
the natives to digging out the snow bank underneath the tent poles. 
I supposed that the part.y had got tired of carrying their books and 
papers, and had made a deposit of them at this place, and erected these 
poles over the papers and books as a land-mark that they miO'ht re
turn and secure them in case they arrived at a pla~e of safety. Ninde
mann and myself stood around a little While, got upon the bank and took 
a look at the river. Nindemann said he would 0'0 to the north'ward and 
Ree, if he could find anything of the track and find the way to Erich
sen s hut: I took the cOl~pass and proceeding to the southward to get 
the b~arlllg.s of StO~bovOl and Mat Vay, so that I might. rBturn there 
that mgbt, m case It came on to blow. In proceeding to a point to 
set up tbe co~pass, I saw a tea-kettle partially buried in the snow, 
One of the natlYeS had followed me, and I pointed out to him the ket-
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tIe, and advanci.ng to pic.k ul? the tea-kettle, I came upon ~he bodies of 
three men, partially bUrIed III the snow, one hand reaclnng out, with 
his left arm raised way above the surface of the snow-his whole left 
arm. I immediately recognized them as Captain De Long, Dr. Am bIer, 
and Ah Sam, the cook. The captain and the doctor were lying with 
their heads to the northward, face to the west" aud Ah Sam was lying 
at right angles to the other two, wit,h his head about the doctor's mid
dle and feet in the fire, or where the fire had been. This fire-place was 
surrounded by driftwoou, immense trunks of trees, and they had their 
fire in the crotch of a large tree. They had carried the tea-kettle up 
there and gl)t a lot of Arctic willow they used for tea, and some ice to 
make water for their tea, and had a fire. They apparently had at
tempted to carry their books and papers up on this high point, because 
they carried the chart case up there, and I suppose the fatigue of going 
up ou the highland prevente(1 their returning to get the rest of their 
books and papers. No doubt they saw that if they died on the river 
bed, where the water runs, the spring freshets would carry them off to 
sea. I gathered up all the small articles lying around in the vicinity 
of the dead. I found the ice jonrnal about three or four feet in the 
rear of De Long; that is, it looked as though he had been lying down 
and with his left haud tossed the book over his shoulder to the rear 
or to the eastward of him. I referred to the last pages of the jonrnal 
and saw where the last man had died after Erichsen. The first man 
that died after Erichsen was Alexy, the Indian hunter. The jonrnal 
stated that he had died in the flat-boat; that was about five hundred 
yards from where we then were. Referring to the journal, I found that 
the whole of the people were now in the lee of the bank, in a distance 
of about five hundred yards. In the mean time tije nativ(; that had 
gone for Nindemann had brought him back. Nindemann and my
self pried the bodies up from the gl'oulld. They were frozen into thc 
soft slush and snow, and it was necessary to take a stick and put it un
derneath them to pry them np. We covered them with a piece of old 
tent cloth. In rolling them o,er, I found that the pistol that had been 
carried by De Long during the march was in possession of Dr. Ambler; 
that is, it was apparently in his right hand, and· laid under his body 
when we rolled him over. This made me suppose that Captain ·De 
Long had died before Ambler did, and that Ambler had taken the pis
tol to shoot a fox or any animal that might come near to interfere with 
the bodies, or possibly to shoot anything that might come along, tl) get 
something to eat. The natives continued to dig underneath the tent 
poles, at the edge of the bank, and after awhile struck the earth and 
found nothing. In the mean time it came on to snow and blow. I told 
the natives to dig away for a spell, and jURt before night set in we found 
the head of one man amI the feet of another underneath the snow bank. 
The natives being frightene~, jumped out of the hole quickly. I told 
them to dig a little longer; that they may have their books there; and 
after digging for a spell they threw out a box of books, and exposed 
the shoulders of a third person. It was about twenty versts across 
~he bay to Mat Yay, where ourcl1mp was. vVe stuck a stick of timber 
III the hole where we were digging, gathered up some traps we fonnd, 
and returned to Mat Yay. That night, on my arrival at Mat Vay, I 
learned that Bartlett had been to Qll Yina, and on my track to the 
northward, and had returned to Mat Vay the same evening. I started 
a.messenger to Cass Carta. He brought all my force down to assist in 
dWging the next day. The next morning Nindemann and Bal:tlett, 
WIth all the natives, with snow shovels, started over to the pomt of 
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land to dig out the people. I remained behind with the interpreter. I 
prepared the letter~ and telegr~ms to the Secret~ry of t~e. Navy, and 
the interpreter makmg translatIOns for the use of .the RUSSIan Gove~D.' 
ment as I had instructions from General Tchermeff that t.he Russlan 
Gove~nment must be informed of all my movements; and I also made 
a copy of the last thirty pages of De Long's journal, which I trans
mitted to the Secretary of the Navy. When Nindemann and Bartlett 
left Mat Vay, I told them when they retu1'J?-ed in the evening to bring 
in the three bodies tbat we found on the hIgblands and the thlJee bod· 
ies that we discovered in the snow bank, and continue digging until 
they rea-ched the inner edge of tb~ bank; but in the ev~ning br~ng 
home all the bodieR that they had tound; to be careful of everythlllg 
that they found in the way of books and papers or anything that was 
on the persons of the dead. After the first da~1's work they brought. 
in six people, De Long, Am bIer, Ah Sam, Gortz, and two ?tllers. These 
were carried t.o the but at Mat Vay, covered well up WIth an old tent 
cloth.. We bmied them in the snow to prevent the dogs and foxes 
from getting at them. 

The 11ext day tht'y started out again, myself and the interpreter re
maining behind to try and finish the letters. The smoke in these buts 
was so bad tbat it was almost impossible to write or to see at all, for 
which reason it took so long to write the letters. The next evening, I 
think, they brought in two more of tbe dead from the sllow.bank, mak· 
ing eight persons so far. They returned to the search the next day; 
returned in the evening with some small articles, but no more of the 
dead. De Long's journal stated that, he had buried Alexy in tbe rhTel' 
from the flat-boat. It. also stated that the next. two men who died, who 
I think were Kal}ck and Lee, the party were too weak to carry the 
bodies out on t.l1e ice, and for that reason they had carried tbelu round 
the cornel' when bis eyes closed. I did not understand what he eould 
mean by "round the comer," as it was comparatively a straight bank, 
except fissures or holes in the bank that had been washed away by the 
water. But the next day I went over with the dIgging party and ex
amined the river where the dead were, and came to the conclusion, as to 
the others, that Alexy had been buried in the iee of the river. It was 
comparatively early in the fall, and the ice had fallen in when it ceased 
to be supported b~T the water, and the ice had run out by t.his natural 
action of the rivers. They sometimes froze up two or three times; as 
the ,water f~lls a.way t~le ice tumbles in and runs out; it is frozen over 
agam, and falls 111 agam as tbe water goes out. r cOllcluded it was use· 
less to search any further for Alexy, but as some idlers were about the 
camp, that is Yakutsks, I offered a reward if they would hunt for Alexy 
on the ~iver. I concluded t.hat Captain De Long meaut that he carrieti 
the bodIes of the two men around the cornel' of' his tent, and as that 
was set up to the southward of the tent poles, I started to look for them 
to tJ:te ~outhward, where the tents stood. I started the digging party 
to dIg Just to the south ward, and I returned to Mat Vay to finish the 
letters. That evening, when Nindemann and Bartlett returned to the 
camp, they brougbt in the last of the dead and the remainder of the 
small article~ we had b~en lo~king for, including the flag that was on 
the flag-staft, covered wIt,h a pIece of yellow oilskin and a small mahog· 
any medical case. It then became necessary to find a place to hury 
them. The whole of tbe territory to the northward of where I was, and 
the headland where De Long and Ambler had died was sometimes cov
~red with 10 or 15 feet of water. The whole of that portion of the delta 
IS covered at some seasons of the year with ice and snow, and is carried 
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away by the floods that come down the river. When the snows melt 
up the river the floods come down the river, rush over and on the ice 
like an ocean bore, and Qarry ever;ything before it away. The nearest 
place of safety was the foot· hills to northward of the mountains that 
form tne banks of the Lena River proper. About 10 versts to the 
southward of Mat yay there was a little whale·back rock between three 
and four hundred feet high. I selected a flat spot on the top of that 
mountain and started the hands at work to dig a hole in the rock in 
whch to set up a cross. Nindemann and Bartlett were set at work with 
a loit of the natives to break up the old flat- boat to get timber to make 
a box. The planks of the flat· boat were about 7 inches thick and 2 
feet wide. We got on t two pieces long enough to make the sides 25 feet 
long, and sufficient timber from the bottom of the boat to make a cover 
to the box. The box we completed had inside dimensions of 22 feet by 
7 feet, and about 2 feet deep. We hauled all this timber from the flat· 
boat over to Mat Yay, and on the shoals I found a spruce spar about 13 
inches in diameter and 50 feet long, an!l hauled that to Mat Yay with 
which to make a cross. I cut the piece 25 feet l!mg oft· the spar, and 
another piece of 12 feet, ontof \vhich to make the cross· arms. We made 
the cross· arms and squared.one face of it, Nindemann doing the work. 
Bartlett, in the mean time, carried the box up on the mountain after 
:Nindemann had finished it. After Ninde mann had finished the work of 
hewing out the cross, myself and the interpreter worked the end of it 
into the hut and cnt the inscription. I started Nindemann oft' with the 
dog team to follow up the river to find the hut where Erichsen had diell. 
The first time he failed, but the second time he was gone two days and 
returned with the gun, record, epitaph board, and some ammunition. 

And the court then, at 1 p. m., pellllillg the further examination of 
this witness, adjourned to meet to·morrow, the 22d day of Noyemberr 
1882, at 10.30 a. m. 

THIRTY·NINTH DAY. 

NAVY DEP ARTMEN1', 
Washington, D.O., nTeclnescla.y, November- 22, 1882-10.30 a. m. 

The court met pursuant to the afljournment of yesterday. . 
Present, Oommodore William G. Temple, United States Navy, presI · 

dent; Oapt. Joseph N. Miller, United States Navy, (Jommande~ Fred· 
erick V. McNair, United States Navy, members; and Master 8amuel 
C. Lemly, United States Navy, judge·a(lvocate. 

The judge·advocate then stated that the record of J'esterday had Ifot 
been completed, and requested that its reading Illight be deferred, wInch 
request the court granted. 

Chief Engineer George W. MELVILLE, United State~ Navy, tl~e wit· 
ness under examination. then came in, and his examinatIOll b;y the ,lllllge· 
advocate was continued. 

Question by the JUDGE·ADVOCA1'E. Oan you now identify the record 
found at the hut in which Erichsen died '? 

(Thejudge·advocate here handed the witness a paper.) 
The WI1'NESS. Yes sir' this is the record that .Nindemaull found at 

Erichsen's hut and g~ve t~ me, along with a Winchester rifle and some 
ammuni.tion. He also brought the epitaph board, from t,he hut, that 
was erected to Erichsen. 

The judg·e.advocate then read and placed before the court the record 
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in question, and a certified copy is appended to this record, marked 

RR. . h' h The judge·advocate then repeated tbe questLOn w Ie was pending 
at the time of adjournment Yesterday. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. State in detril what efforts were 
made or attempted by yourself or any of the officers and men of the 
party uuder your command to further insure the safety of that party 
and for the relief of the otber party. 

The WITNESS. When I found the bodies of Lieutenant De Long,IDr. 
Ambler, and Ah Sam, I did not make a further search of tb~se three 
bodies but removed a chronometer watch that was around LIeutenant 
De Lo~g's neck. When Bartlett and Nindemann s~arted to carry them 
to the hut the following day, they removed everythmg they could from 
about their persons, the persons of Lieutenant De I~ong, Dr. Ambler, 
and AhSam. They tied them up in separate packages, and delivered 
them to me on the night they were brought to the hut. The day fol
lowing they found the bodies of Gortz, Boyd, and Mr. Collins. Ninde· 
mann and Bartlett searched these people, and brought all the articles 
found on these persons tied up in a separate package and delivered 
them to me at the hut. I was not present at the digging out of the 
bodies after I had discovered the three bodies under the tent poles in 

. the snow. This work was done actually under the direction of Ninde
mann and Bartlett. After the bodies had been carried to Mat Yay, and 
I had prepared the tomb, I told Nindemann and Bartlett to again search 
the bodies to make sure 'that there was nothi ng left about them. This 
occurred at the back of the hut at Mat Yay, where I had deposited 
them in the snow bank, myself and Captain Greenbeck, the interpreter, 
being present. Nindemann and Bartlett searched the bodies again, 
cutting through their pockets with jack-knives, and searching all 
around their persons where it is likely books, papers, and relics of any 
kind might be stowed. Nothing additional was found except a spoon 
or a jack-knife in the pockets of coal-heaver Iverson. In searching 
Mr. Collins' body they put his clothing down as far as the breast, and 
-exposed a large bronze crucifix, three or four inches long. Either 
Nindemann or Bartlett held the object up and aRked whether they 
should remove it. I was a little undecided at first, and said that in 
all probability his friends would like to have it, but I supposed it 
was a part of his religion, and therefore we would burv him with the 
crucifix ou his body. I then told him to tuck it in the bosom of his shirt, 
and to the best of my knowledge and belief the man was buried with 
the crucifix on his person. I then carried all the bodies over the mount. 
ain to the southward of Mat Vay, where I had prepared the tomb. 1 
arranged the bodies side by side, Lieutenant De Long first to the south
w:ard, head to the west, feet to the east; laid Dr. Ambler alongside of 
hIm, th~n,Mr. Collins, then Lee, and so on in regular rotation, placing 
the bodIeS as the names were cut on a vertical portion of the cross the 
cook Ah Sam being the furthest to the northward I covered the b~die8 
with old tent cloth and pieces of rag that we had' and covered the tomb 
-or box proper :with seven-i1;lChylank for itt,; whole l'ength. I hauled some 
large round tImber and laId It around the base of the box and shored 
the cross with diagonal braces from the edge of the box to fhe cross. I 
also e~ected a ridge ,Pole, and jogging it into the vertical portion of the 
-cross, III order to buIld up a regular pyramid. From the shoals I hauled 
some r~)Und timber from 4 to 7 inches in diameter, and built up a regular 
pyramId over the tomb. I then hauled [quarried*] out sufficient stones 

* Correction by witness. , 
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to cover the whole tomb in with stone, rough stone, pieces from 150 to 
200 pounds at the base, with small pieces at the tQP and sides. I then 
hoisted the cross·arm up into its place, and Nindemann keyed it with 
a large wooden key to keep it in place. This finished the burial. This 
was about the 7th day of April. I then withdrew the whole of my force 
up to Cass Carta. I still had provisions and dogs and some snpplies 
there, and it was the best point for me to make the search on the coast 
line for the second cntter, Liellt,enant Chi1'p's party. I had secured 
dog drivers and guides that were well acquainted with the east coast 
of the Lena delta. Two men were in the habit of hunting and trapping 
on [from*] that coast; also two guides aud dog drivers that were in the 
habit of hunting and trapping aloug the north coast. I secured dog 
drivers that were acquainted as far west as the river Olinac. I threw 
out two depots' of supplies in the northwest, of fish, for my own use on 
the return trip on the river Olinac, the distanee being too great to carry 
fish with me on the whole journey. I started Nindemaun and Bartlett, 
and gave them four dog-sleds and drivers, and put ten days' supplies 
on for their use and dog feed, and directed them to follow up the main 
river, which ruus up to the northeast to Cape Barkin, on the river 
Kogoastock or Duropean. I ga,-e them both written instructious on ar
riving at Cape Barkin to part company; Bartlett to take southern track, 
the east coast of the IJtma delta, visiting all the headlands, and running 
as far into the mouths of the rivers as the provisions would permit him, 
and continue along down the coast until he arrived at Geeomovialocke. 
Nindemann's iustl'llctions were after he parted company with Bartlett 
at Cape Barkin to follow along the north coast of the delta, examining 
all headlands and coast lines, going as far into the mouths of the rivers 
as he conveniently could until he got as far as the river Osoctoc. In 
-case his provisions ran short he was to go down the river as far as the 
station known as BalJoch. From Balloch, if he was short of provisions, 
he could run over to North Bulun and get ii'esh supples. If his pro
visions held out he was to continue along the coast as far as the river 
Ketak; he was to descend the river to a village of that name, located 
on the same river, in the vicinity of North Bnlull, after which he was; to 
follow his way down by way of the two small villages, and finally arrIve 
at Cass Carta, and there await my arrival. 

A day or two after they started I started to the north ward and 
westward, as far as the village of North Borkhia then to the westward 
across the short island to Long Island, where there were numero~s de
serted huts and a number of people still living. I slept at the village 
of Turak, on the western end of Long Island, and from there ~ ~ent to 
the southward and westward until I struck the coast and VISIted the 
village of Jaillock and made inqniries there concerning the boats of our 
party. The people who had this stat.ion had not heard of any of our 
people having been in the delta. They did not know that I had be~n 
there or that searching parties were searching for the lost.. From JaII
lock I followed the coast line around all the promontol'les as far as 
the deserted village called Chanker. I then crossed the peninsula into 
the river Olinac, and followed down the Olinac to the mouth of t~e river 
to the main village, whicb is located there of this name. The rIver for 
the whole of its length on which I traveled was pretty thickly popu
lated; that is, there was a village every ten or fifteen vers~s, w~th ~o?-r. or 
five, or as many as twenty people in a village. The people III thIS VlCIn,lty 
were suffering from a famine, many of their people dying from eatmg 
----------~. ----

" Correction by witll·es~. 
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fish with the intestines, which poisoned the people. Wijile at this 
village, by request of General Tc~ern~ieff, I search~d for and found the 
place where a Hussian ~fficer, ,hIS wIfe, and whole Cossack, force had 
died of scurvy, A Russ~an officer havlDg been sent ~here for,the .pur· 
pose of finding this out faIled to do so, and was ~o chagrl,u~d at hIS fall~re 
that ou his return to St. Petersburg he commItted sUlcI(J.e. I mentlOn 
this as showing the difficulty of fiuding at times exactly what they are 
huuting for in this section of the countr~; also the p:obability ,of a 
civilized force dying of scurvy, even when III company wIth the natlves. 
I then followed along the north coast to the eastward nntil I doubled 
on my own track near Turak, at an island, and then followed the coast 
around to the northward and eastward, following out and in all the 
bays and indentations of the coast, until I arrived at the river Ketak, 
that is, down the river Ketak, by way of North Borkhia, then to Cass 
Carta. 

I found Nindemann ou my arrival, he having made the search along
the coast, and found nothing of Lieutenant Uhipp's boat or party, but 
found the first cutter, Lieutenant De Long's boat, where she had been 
left in the ice, off shorp, the bows and stern above the snrface of the icc, 
the body ofthe boat sunk [snowed *] in. This was about the 21st of April. 
I then withdrew the whole of my force to Geeomovialocke, where I made 
a list of all the supplies that had been sent there for my use to the keep· 
ing of the Starosti of the village. This completed the search for Chipp's 
boat on the coast line as far as Geeomovialocke. 

I at this time learned that Lieutenant Harber and a part;)' had been 
sent out from the United States to renew the search, or to continue the 
search, I also heard that he was about to charter the steamboat Lena. 
Knowing that it was impossible to get in sight of the coast with a steamer 
that drew as much water as the Lena, I made up my mind to go as far 
in my search as the Jana Hiver, and then go up to Yalmtsk and confer 
with Mr. Harber in regard to the steamer. I then started in company 
with ~indemann and Bartlett across the bay of Maloy, and so on into 
the nver Jana, and arrived at Oceansk about the Ist~of May. Bv 
this time the sledding season was over. I had used up all th~ dog's and 
t~eir feed to work them. I used so mallY fish of the-natives that many 
of. th~m were almost in a starving condition. In one place they were 
grmdmg up wood and pounding fit-3h and mixing it with snow to eat. 

I used so many dogs alld required so much fisil for them to eat that 
it created a famine in the Lena delta. After leaving Oceansk I arrived 
at Verkeransk on my way south about the 6th of May. I left Verker· 
a~s.k the next day on my way to Yakntsk. I arri\'ed at the mountain 
dlV~de between Ver~eransk and Yalmtsk about the 14th day of May. 
OWlIlg to the snow III the mountains and the floods in the river and 
ev.er.Ywh~re, I was detained. there until the 24th day of May. While at 
t~lS stat~on, Kangarack, LIeutenant Berry overtook me, in company 
WIth EnSIgn Hunt and a Cossack. He had followed me from Oceansk 
by way o~ Verkeransir, and overtook me in the mountains. We had a 
consultatIOn, talked over what had been dOlle. I showed them a track 
chart, and we concluded that it was not worth while to return to the 
Lena del!a; that I had done everything that could be done during this 
season of the year. In the month of June it is necessary for the people 
to lea.ve the .whole of the Lena delta and go out on the highlands and 
f~)Qt·hllls unhl after the floods pass ~tway, and if bodies or relics or por· 
~~~_s __ of_~~oat _~~~ not found in the early springtime or during the 

• Correction ]'Y witnefB. 
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winter, the spring floods coming down the river carry e,erything oft to 
sea. There was ])0 reason why I should remain in that vicinity any 
longer, but was proper that I should hasten on to confer with Mr. Harber 
who was somewhere up the river, I believe at Yakutsk. 1 had had n~ 
official information of his whereabouts whatever. I arrived at Yakutsk 
about the 8th of J~ne, aud eXl?ectcd to find Mr. Harber and his party 
there, but not hearmg from hun by letter, the governor informed me 
that he was buildiug a couple of small n'ssels at a small place called 
Vittin, about a tbollsand yersts distant. 1 left Yakutsk about the 11th 
of June, in a steamer, in hopes of catching Mr. Harber at Vittin. I told 
the captain of the steamboat that if he saw allY other steamer coming 
down the river, or the small boats helollg-ing to the other American 
party, that in case of so meeting' them during' t,he run he would stop them 
Hnd let me know, but durill g the uigll t of the 15th some of the people 
aboard the steamer said tllat a steamboat had passed us with a small 
sloop and a whale-boat in tow. This aft0rward proved to be Lieutenant 
Harber and· his lHtrty. 'I'lle steamer stopped to get wood at a place 
called Olel{ma. Lieutenant Harber hall stopped at Olekma and had 
left a note with tlle espravnik, requesting' me, if we passed, to return 
to Y~tkl1tsk, as he was anxious to see me. This I did not think neces
sary. Lieutenant Ben~' had concluded to send Ensign Hunt back to 
join Mr. Harber, Mr. HUllt having volunteered for the service. At 
the same time he recommended me to seUll back one of the two men 
with me. Bartlett having volunteered to go with Mr. Hunt, requested 
me to let him go. 1 gave him orders to report, to MI'. Hunt for duty; 
supplied him with money for his traveling', made a track chart of my 
whereabouts and researclles on the Lena delta, and sent to Mr. Harber 
a letter containing all the iuformation I could think of that, would be 
of use to him. 1 gave him the list of provi"ions and stores, and where 
they would be found. Nindemann volunteered to go back at the same 
time that 1 sent Bartlett, but I did !JOt know how well Mr. Harber was 
fixed with provisions, and did not know about adding two or three 
people to his party, holY it might inconvenience him for food and supplies. 
As Bartlett was well acquainted with all my actions in the delta, and 
he being the first to request permission to go, I selected him. They left 
Olekma about the 17th of June. I was Oll my way to Irkutsk about 
the 5th day of July, and I telegraphed the Secretary of the Na,'y my 
:;trrival, and asked permission to return to the United States. He tele
graphed his answer. 

The WItness, producing a paper, said: "This is a copy of the Telegram 
that 1 sent to the Secretary of the Navy requesting his permission to 
return to the United States. This is th~ answer of the Secretary of 
the Navy, permitting me to return to the United States." 

The judge-advocate read aloud and placed before the court these two 
papers; and certified ('opies, marked SS and TT, are appended to the 
record. 

'J'he witness then coutinued his narrative as follows: 
When I arrived at Irkutsk I discharged the interpreter, Captain Green

beck, the other people being discharged at, the Lena delta be~ore I left 
there, and the two interpreters employed at Yakutsk were dIscharged 
on my return to Yakutsk. While at Irkutsk, Mr. Jackson, the corre
spondent of the New York Heralll turned Seaman Noros over to me, hav
ing gotten through with his servic~s, and about the 12th of July I st.a.rted 
to the Unit,ed States and arrived in New York on the 13th day of Sep
tember, and reporte:l my arrival at the Navy Department on the 25th 
day of September. 
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Quest.ion by the JUDGE-ADVOCA1.'E. During the progress ofyoursearcb 
did you find any other records of the first cutter's party than those 
already mentioned ~ If yea, when and :where'? . . 

The WITNESS. Yes, sir; I found one, III the navIgatIOn-box. It shows 
the time and place De Long and his par~y landed, in the mouth of Sep-
tember, 1881 j that is the ,first record wntten. . .. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Can you Hlentltr that record 
now~ 

(The judge-advocate ~ere handed the witness a paper.) 
The WITNESS. That IS the one. 
The judge-advocate then rea~ aloud and placed befor~ the court the 

record in question; and a certIfied copy, marked UU, 18 appended to
this record. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCA1.'E. When and from what place did 
you or any of the party under your command first commence your efforts 
for the relief of the other parties ~ 

The Wa'NESS. it was about the 20th day of October, 1881, that Lieu
tenant Danenhower went with a sled party down to the southeast to 
the Island of Tarrahoo, but immediately upon my arrival at Geeomovi
alocke we made the people understand that the other boats were missing, 
and had the natives look out for allY signs of them ill their huts and 
villages. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Was it or was it not possible to> 
initiate the search for these people at an earlier date, and wby~ 

Tbe Wa'NEss. No, sir; it was not, for the following reasons: We were 
on an island from which it was impossible to get away; the boat could 
not be worked through the rough running ice, and the ice had not made 
sufficiently strong for perSons to pass over it. The first messenger that 
it was possible to send was sent to Bulun for the relief of my own party. 
Before I had found the Russian exile, Kusmah, the starosti of the vil
lage, Nikolai Shagra, and all of his people said it was impossible to go> 
until the ice made suffieiently hard for transportation. The whole of the
Lena delta is a series of islands and river channels, over which it is im
possible to cross except in boats in the summer time or sleds in the
winter time, after the ice has made suffiCiently strong to bear the peo
ple. It was about the 20th day of Octoner when Mr. Danenhower and 
the dog-sleds attempted to go to the northeast to Barkin, and went 
southeast to Tarrahoo, and then was al ways stopped by the unsafe con
dition of the ice. From where we were located, at Geeomovialocke, on 
the island, you could see open patches of water across it, but as late as 
this date every time it came on to blow with any force the ice broke up 
in some portions of the bay .alld drifted out. None of our people were 
properly clad at the time to make a search in the month of October. 
and they were supplied only with clothing that remained by us after our 
summer's march. Even the clothing that was supplied us to travel in 
from Geeomovialocke to Bulun was borrowed clothinD' and returned t(} 
t~e na.tiv~s after our arr~val at Bulun. I \"as depend~nt upon the na
tIves for food and clothmg wherewith to pay for the nse of pro\-ender 
or use of a dog-sled. The first messenger that it was possible to send 
from Geeomo\7ialocke, which I (lid not consider a place of safety, was 
sent to Buluu to the commandant. The delay and the difference be
twee~ the five daYfl and the thirteen days has already been explained, 
that IS, the breaking up of the ice in the river. 

~u.esti0l! by the ~UDGE-ADVOCATE. J udgillg from the condition and 
posltIOn ~f th~ bodIes at the t~m\;\ when you found them, with all the 
snrroundmg CIrcumstances wlthm your knowledge, to what .cause d()' 
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you attribute the death of Lieutenant-Commander George W. De Long 
and his comrades of the first cutter's party? 

The WITNESS. They died of hunger and cold. 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Did you deem it necessary to 

adopt any measures for the subsequent identification of the bodies; and 
if yea, what were they.¥ 

The WITNESS. When I discovered t.he bodies they were perfectly 
recognizable. I then gave direct.ions to bury the men in the box, put
ting the commanding officer to the southward, the next ill rank next to 
him, Dr. Ambler, the next officer, lVIr. Collins, then the petty officers 
following, lVIr. Lee, and so on, apd inscribing their names on t.he vertical 
portion of the cross, and making a record in my note-book, stating how 
each body would be known. Thus, commencing with De Long to the 
southward, the others in the order named, and the last being Ah Sam, 
the cook, the farthest to the north ward. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. In describing the names on the 
cross, how were the different persons designated ~ 

The WI'l'NESS. Lieutenant George V\r. De Long (the "U. S. N." was 
not [done*] put down at this time when it was put up, but after the 
cross was erected), Doctor J. lVI. Ambler, J. J. Collins, W. Lee, and so 
on down the stanchions of the cross. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCA'l'E. Have you any further statement 
to make in relation to the efforts made or attempted by yourself, or any 
of your party, to insure the safety of that party or for the relief of the 
other parties ~ If yea, make it now. 

The WITNESS. While we were detained at the Island of Geeomovia-
10cke,itwasalmost the most extrem epoint, the most distant from the point 
where De Long and the first cuttP,r's people landed. It was impossible 
to go more than two hundred miles to that point where De Long had 
marched down into the southeast. and to take this party there across. 
the great bay that was running ice and open water at the time that 
De Long had started Nindemann and N oros to reach Ku lVIark Surk .. 
This was about one hundred and thirty miles from where I was lo
cated, by the dog roads, and a range of mountains intervening between 
myself and where Lieutenant De Long was. The evening of the day that 
I heard of De Long and his party having landed, Iwas then so far divided 
from De Long that could I have seen him from where I stood it would 
have been impossible for me to have reached him by any means in my 
power with dog-teams before he would have perished. In other words, 
I heard of his having landed on the night of the 29th of October, and 
his last record was Wl'ltten on the 30th day of October. I could not 
possibly have traveled the distance from Geeomovialocke to the point 
where he died in less than three days. When I heard that he had 
landed I had no idea whatever, neither had any other person in my 
party, of his whereabouts. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Have you any charge to lay or 
special commendation to offer concerning any officer or man oonnected 
with the Jeannette expedition-first, as to the condition of the vesset. 
on her departure from San ·Francisco; second, her management up to 
the time of her loss; third, her loss; fourth, the ~rovisions made and 
plans adopted for the several boats' crews on leavmg the wreck; fLfth, 
the efforts made by the various officers to insure the safety of the par
ties under their charge and for the relief of the other parties; sixth, 
the general conduct and merits of each and all the officers and men of· 
the expedition ~ 

• Correction by witness. 
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The witness was here allowed to refer to his report of the trip made' 
to Henrietta Island, dated June 6, 1881.. . . 

The WITNESS. In my report of the trIP to Henr~etta Island, made to 
the commanding officer of the J e~nnette, I ~tated, m regard to D?en and 
equipment, that I desired nothlllg superIOr to trav~l any dIsta~ce. 
This referred to Ice-master Mr. Dunbar, Seaman NlUdemann, FIre
man Bartlett Seaman Erichsen, and Ooal-heaver Sharvell. But two 
of these men 'remain alive, Bartlett and Nindemanu. I believe that 
every officer a~d ~Ilan perfor~ed his. duty to t~e best of his ability a~d 
according to hIS lIghts. I WIll spemally mentIOn among the crew Nm· 
demann and Bartlett, who were the two leading men in all the work 
on the floe and in the search. Nindemann, in addition to doing the 
duty of a seaman, was quartermaster an~ carpenter, .fitt~ng the oaken 
sleds for the carriage of the boats, and, from the beglUnmg to the end 
of the cruise, was considered one of the leading men of the ship's com
pany. I desire to state particularly of Doctor Ambler, during the 
whole of the time that lle was attached to the ship, in addition to the 
ordinary duties of the surgeon, he was always careful of the sanitllry 
condition of the ship and the ship's company, always trying to devise 
some means for the health and well-being of the people in regard to 
air, light, ventilation, and care of the drinking water, the .Jeannette 
being the first ship that I ever knew that has passed through two win· 
tel's in the Arctic Ocean free from scurvy. This was wholly due to the 
skill, care, and attention bestowed on the sanitary condition of the ship 
and her people by Dr. Ambler. Further, I will say that, in addition 
to his duties as surgeon in the care of the sick, he acted as road-master, 
working like a laborer on the road, and after his sick-list became com· 
paratively free he volunteered to work in the drag-ropes the same as 
the seamen under all circnmstances and at all times. There can be no 
more worthy man and surgeon than Dr. Ambler. In conclusion, I 
would say that it is difficult to make any distinction among the work
ing force, and I can only say that I believe that every man" done his 
level best." 

Thejudge·advocate then anuounced that, if it pleased the court, he 
would now 'proceed to cross-examine the witness in accordance with 
the request and suggestions of Mr. B. A. Collins and Dr. D. F. Collins, 
brothers of the late J. J. Oollins, meteorologist of the Jeannette expedi· 
tion, who was lost with the first cutter's party. 

Cross·examination by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE: 
Question by the JUDGE·ADVOCATE. Do you know anything further 

than you have stated of the alleged trouble between Lientenant.CoID
mander De Long and Mr. J. J. Oollins ~ 

The WITNESS. No. 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Did De Long' ever speak to you 

about a difficulty with him1 
(The judge-advocate objected to this question on the ground that it 

calls for hearsay evidence, and referred the cou~t to Greenleaf, part 1, 
paragraphs 99, 124, 101, 104. The conrt was then cleared for the dis· 
cussion of the objection of the judge-advocate and afterwards reopened 
~nd ,the preside~lt of th~ court then announc~d that the objection of th~ 
Judge.a~vocate IS sustalDed, and the question would not be pnt.) 

QuestIOn by the JUDGE- A.DvoCATE. Did yon have any difference with 
Mr. Collins? And, if yea, state fully what. 

The ~ITNE~S. I never had al!y per~onal altercation with Mr. Collins, 
except III the hne of ~rgument, In WhICh all, probably, or nearly all, the 
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members of the mess took part. But bne evening when all hands were 
:at supper, we were joking about the ship's drifting in the ice, and not 
having much amusement in the way of hunting, Mr. Collins, who sat 
at the table with me, said; "Poor old Melville is getting thinner every 
day." I replie~ in a pleasant. manner,. not caring for what he said, 
"During the tIme I had been 1I1 the slup I had suffered from neither 
heat nor cold, hunger nor thirst, and that I was neither gray-headed 
nor bald-headed over the trouble; but that had the ship drifted in the 
northeast we could have had a much better time, because we would 
have some amusement in hunting-." He seemed to get angry at wlutt I 
said. He said I had become personal in referring to his gray head i 
that he got his gray hairs in difficulties and troubles that I knew not of. 
After supper this was adjusted between us. Mr. Collins was assured 
that I simply returned a shot that he fired into me. On another occa· 
sion, when Captain De Long and Mr.· Collins were having some conver· 
sation in regard to the instruments, Mr. Collins said to the command
ing officer that he wished other people would treat him with the same 
.courtesy that he treated others. The captain asked what the trouble 
was, and invited him_ into his room to discuss the question. The next 
mOl~!ling, while walking on the ice, the captain hailed me, and said that 
Mr. Collins had complained to him that Melville was making' game of 
hisconntrymen; that I was singing Irish songs and making Irish jokes; 
.and as this was disagTeeable to ;.vIr. Collins, he thought I h;:td better not 
sing any more, that there might be no trouble; and from the time of 
that conversation I never told an Irish joke or sang an Irish song in his 
presence. We never had any difficulty beyond these two statements, 
but, on the other hand, were on the best of terms. But after he had 
spoken to the commanding officer in regard to my singing songs, I told 
him that if, instead of speaking to the commanding officer, he had spoken 
to me, I would have desisted, and that I did not think it was upright 
or manly on his part to complain to the commanding officer before 
speaking to me. From this time forth we nevel) had anything to do 
with each other, except officially, such as passing the orders that came 
in the line of duty; that is all. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Did you e\'er give an order to 
auyone of yonI' party to bring Lieutenant Danenhower back to camp, 
1iead or alive, when he went away! 

(The judge-advocate objected t.o this question, on the ground that it 
,touched upon matter not brought out in the direct examination, and re
minded the court that the cross-examination should be confined to such 
matters as were adduced in the examination in chief.) 

The court was'then cleared for the discussion of the object,ion of the 
judge-advocate, awl afterward reopened, and the president of the ?ourt 
announced that the objection of u.te judge-adyocate was not sustallled, 
and that the question would be pnt which was accordingly done. 

The WITNESS. I do not reillem'Je~ giving such an order at any time . 
. lVIr. Danenhower generally went as directed by me, and I can remem
her no reason wh,Y I should give such an order; but, had it been .neces
"mry, I would not hesitate to give such an orde.r, uuder the CIrcnm-
stances, .the time, and place in which I was placed. . 

QuestlOn by the JUDGE·ADYOOATE. Would you now recoglllze your 
handwriting in such an order'~ 

Tile WITNESS. I would. 
The judge-advocate here said, in reply to an inquiry from the conrt, 

that he had not been furnished with any order such as the one referre,l 
to, and that he did not know of the exh;tellce of such an order. 

H. Ex. 108--11 
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i Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCA~'E. Have you given up all the letters 
which you found on Jerome J. Oolhns ¥ . 

The WITNESS. Everything that was found on hIS body, except the
crucifix already l'eferred to, and delivered into my charge by Ninde
manu a~d Bartlett was deliyered into the hands of the Seeretary of the 
Nayy. While on the way up the Len~ Riyer, M~. Jackson, ~he co~r~
spondent of the New York Herald, furmshed ~e wI.th a copy of an ongI· 
:pal telegram, which he showed me at the tIme, from the Secretary. of 
the Nayy, giving him per~ission to overhaul the books, papers, an.d 
effects of Mr. Oollins and LIeutenant De Long. On the strength of thIS
order 1 O'a.e Mr. Jackson the package containing all the effects that 
were fou~d on the body of Mr. Oollins. I was as careful as possible 
that none of the articles were filched, and, so far as I know, every article 
was returned in the package to me. As I stated above, I delivered 
e'very article to the Secretary of the Navy. The. court will please make 
note that 1 did not examine the body of Mr. OollIns when he was found r 
nor when he was at the back of the hnt, but aU the searching was done 
by Nindemann and-Bartlett, and the articles given to me. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. When one of your men asked 
you what would be done with the cross that was on (JoIlins's neck, what 
did you say' . 
. The WITNESS. I said to him that in all probability his friends would 
like to have it, but as I supposed it was part of his religion, we would bury 
it on him. I then directed either Nindemann or Bartlett to tuck it ill 
the bosom of his shirt, and, so far as I know, to my best knowledge and 
belief, he was buried with this cross on his person. 

The judge-advocate did not further desire to cross· examine the wit
ness. 

And the court then, at 1.30 p. m., pending the further examination of 
this witness, adjourned to meet to-morrow, the 23d day of Novelllber~ 
1882, at 10_30 a. m. 

FORTIETH DAY. 

. NAVY DEPARTMENT, 
Wash~ngton, D.O., Thursday, November 23,1882-10:30 a. m. 

The court met pursuant to the adjournment of yesterday. 
Present, Oommodore William G. Temple, United States Navy presi

de?-t; Oapt. J~seph ~. ~illel', United States Navy, Oommande; Fred. 
erIck V. McNau, Umted States Navy, members' and Master Samuel C. 
Lemly, United States Navy, judge·advocate. ' 

The re~ords ?f Tuesd~y, ~ovember 21, .1882, and of Wednesday, ~O. 
vember 22,1882, the tbIrty-elghtb and thIrty-ninth days of'~beinquiry 
were tI!en read, and after correcting clerical errors, approv~d. .} 
. Tb~ court tben, a~ 12.30 p. m., took a recess until 1 p. m., at- wbich 

tIme It reconvened WIth all the members and thejudge-advocate present • 

. . Ohief Enginee! GEORG.E W. MELVILLE, the witness under examina
tion, then came Ill, and hIS e;mmillation by the court proceeded ai) fol-
lows: ' 

Qu.estion by ~be OO~JRT. Did the members of your party attempt any 
huntmg or fisblllg whIle at Geeomovialocke t 

The WITNESS. Mr. Newcomb attempted some hunting witI! a shot
gun. We had a net that Mr. Newcomb purchased from tbe natives at 
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'Geeomovialocke. Beyond this there was no hunting or fishing, as there 
was no game in the neighborhood. 

Question by the COU~T. From your arrival at Geeomovialocke, about 
September 26,1881, untIl your departure from that place, about October 
29, 1881, state in detail the physical condition of yourself and party, 
their ability to prosecute a search for the first and second cutter's peo
ple, and, finally, state if you did all that was practicable to ascertain the 
fate of your missing comrades during that time. 

The WITNESS. After the first fifteen days all except Leach were able 
to travel. Our feet and legs were sufficiently recovered to be able to 
walk. Seaman Leach's feet remained bad until after his arrival at 
Yakutsk. Mr. Danenhower's e;yes seemed to tronble him up to the time 
that we parted company, as he always complained of the smoke in the 
hut hurting his eyes. 

Question by the OOURT. How did their condition affect their ability 
to prosecute a search for the fin;t and second cutter's people. 

The WITNESS. It was limited by the means at hand for prosecuting 
the search, their want of food and clothing, and the state of the ice. 
They were also limited in the way of guides. To the best of my knowl
edge and belief, everything possible to be done was done, and I think 
everybody did the same; I did all that was possible for me to do. 

Question by the OOUR')'. You have stated that the Oossack command
ant at Bulun arrived at Geeomovialocke with reindeer teams to take yonI' 
party to Ku Mark Surk, but that he afterwards found it better to use 
dog-teams for that purpose. Where were those dog-teams procured from, 
and wby could they not have been procured sooner for the transportation 
of your party ~ 

The WITNESS. Some were procured from the village in which we were 
located Geeomovialocke, some from Arii, and a part from Tamoos. In 
the firgt place, because we did not know that there were so many dogs in 
the neighborhood; in the second place, that the natives would not serve 
us in tlJe manner that they would under the authority of the command
ant; in the third place, our inability to make them understand, or to 
understand the people. For instance, on one occasion I wanted a team 
of dogs to go to Tamoos to see KusmaL about securing some provisions. 
I could not get the use of a team at all in the village, though the dis
tance for which I wished it was but ten versts. 

Question by the OOURT. When you gave Mr. Danenhower orders to 
proceed south with the party, did you consider him physically capable 
of commanding the party ¥ 

TLe WITNESS. I did, for that sClTice. ' _ _ 
Question by the OOURT. You have stated that on leavmg Bulun III 

November 1881 on ;)~our first search, you were under the impression 
that yon h~d ten'days' provisions, whereas they were nearly exhausted in 
five days; please explain this. . 

The ·WITNESS. The Oossack commandant, on his arrival at Bulun, 
told me that he would furnish me ten days' supplies, with our teams alld 
dog-drivers. Thiswas done at my request, as I had demanded of him ten 
days' supplies. He talked the ~natter o\'er with the dog-drivers HIHI 

with the starosti of the village and u8sul'ed me that I had ten days' sup
'pl!es of food for myself and d~gs. At that time, !JOt being a?quai~'ted 
WIth the amount of food required by the dogs m that sectlOll of the 
country, I could not judge for myself how much supplies should h~we 
been put on the sleds. 

Question by the COUR'l" On your first arrival at Mat Vay, could you 
have stopped to search in that vicinity¥ 
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The WITNESS. No, sir; I was out of supplies. It was neces!'iar,V to 
get supplies to undertake the search. . 

Question by the COURT. Did you suppose at that tIme that the first 
cutter's party had been at or near M.at \ ay"? . . 

The WITNESS. Only the expectatIOn that they would follow NInde
mann and Noros's footsteps. For that reason I thougbt they might be 
in the vicinity of Mat Yay. 

Question by tbe COURT .. On yo~r first ~r~ival at B:;tlloch, while in 
search of De Long and party, wby dId you VISIt the la.ndmg-place of the 
first cutter and increase your sled·loads by log-books, mstruments, cook
ing utensils, &c., when you had every reason to believe that De Long had 
gone in an opposite direction ~ . 
- The WITNESS. I considered it important to get any record that sb.ould 
be there,ano-, as I was but a very short distance from the landing-place, 
believed it to he very important to secure the books and records and 
carry tbem south with me on the return trip. Coutinuing the search 
to the southward, the pots, pans, kettles, and sleeping-b.ogs were dis
carded, immediately after my return. Ol~ tbe soutbern Journey I car
ripd with me only the books, papers, and mstruments. 

Question by the COUR'!.'. Did you think tbe first cutter's party dead 
or alive at these time you went for these books, &c."1 

The WITNESS. Common sense and my own judgment had led me to 
believe the people were dead. That was my belief. I will state, in ad
dition, that while in conversation with Nindemann in regard to the 
search, that he said to me: "There is no use in looking for them now; 
we will have to wait until the spring time." I do not remember whether 
NOI'OS said the same at the same time or not, but the two men were 
ver~" much of the same opinion. I was morally certain the people were 
dead. 

Question by the COURT. Did you explore the coast from Geeomovia
locke to the J ana River in the same thorough manner in which you had 
explored the delta shore·line1 

The WI'l'NESS. No, sir; the shoals make out so far that it is almost 
impossible to follow the coast-line. 

Question hy the COURT. Do you know who, if anyone, was present 
at the alleged difficulty between the commanoing officer and Mr. Col
lim; V 

The WITNESS. Oil one of the d~ys Mr. Danenhower was present. 
Question by the COURT. How was Mr. Collins treated officially and 

socially by the officel s of the Jeannette during the cruise and the re
treat~ 

The WITNESS. He was treated exactly in the same manner that any 
other officer of the offiyer~' m~ss was treateo by each other. If people 
were pleasant and SOCial m manner and deportment with others they 
were treated pleasantly and socially; but Mr. Collins had a notion at 
one time about not speaking to any member of the mess' that is in 
giying the ordinary. morning .salutation he would not ans~el" the dap
tll;In. He had be~n 1.1 the h~tblt, when keeping one of the night watches, 
of gPII.erally commg.out a: lIttle late, but. he was always out in time for 
~)reak.tast. On leavlIlg Ins apartment. to come into the living room, be 
]Jlvanably ~13de the sallltatlOr~ of "Good. morning> gentlemen':; or to 
any persoll. III the room, as, ., Good mornIng, MelVIlle,?' or "ChIPP," as 
the case mIght be; but the usual Dloruillg salutation with which we an
swered the eaptain CollillS would DOt. give. He did not do this but on 
the .rev~rse :vas in the habit of turning his back and looking in'the op
pOSIte dIrectIon. The commanding officer, Captain De Long, told me he 
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had spoken to him about it. Every officer and civilian that was ill the 
captain's mess stood on their own merits for sociability. I do not be
lieve the commanding officer or any other officer attached to the ship 
made any distinction w~th regard to the social standing of allY member 
of the mess. It was qUIte natural that officers who had cruised togetller 
and messed together should like to talk of old cruit'les and old compan
ionships, and for this reason I suppose the regular officers of the serv
ice would monopolize a good deal of the convcrsa,tion; but in the same 
manner Mr. Collins and Mr. Newcomb used to walk and talk together, 
and be more sociable with each other than they were with the regular 
officers of the Nav~'. Beyond what I have stated there was no distinc
tion whatever made by the commanding officer between an offict'r or 
any other person. 

Question by the COURT. Are there no persons deserving of special 
commendation among the names of the Jeannette's officers and crew 
other than those you have already mentioned "I 

The WITNESS. In the transportation of the boats the second lealling 
party was Mr. Cole, the boatswain, and Henry Warren, a seaman, and 
Leach, seaman. Wilson and Manson, seamen, were the coxswains ofthe 
whaleboat, and did their duty thoroughly and :well. Leach had his toes 
frozen, having remained at the tiller for twelve hours without relief, be
cause of the danger of making a change which might cause the boat to 
broacll to. The general opinion on board the ship of Mr. Chipp was 
that he was the best seaman on the ship, and his conduct was COil sid
ered that of a thorough good officer in all respects. I did not know 
whether:it was proper that I should pass judgmeut ou my commanding 
officer, but to my mind he was as good a man as was possible to under
take any duty that might be assigned to him at any time or place; that 
seemed equal to any emergency that arose at all times. I think what
ever he done he done with his whole soul and to the best of his lights. 

And the court then, at 1.30 p. m., pending the further examination of' 
this witness, adjourned to meet to-morrow, the 24th day of No\'ember, 
1882, at 10.30 a. m. 

FORTY-FIRST DAY. 

NAVY DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, D. C., Fdda,y, November 24, 1882.-10 a. m. 

The court met pursuant to the alljournment of yesterday. 
Present, Commodore Wm. G. Temple, United States Navy,·pres~del1t.; 

Capt. Joseph N. Miller, United States Nayy, Commander FrederIck V. 
McNair, United States Navy, members; and Master Samuel C. Lemly, 
United States Navy, judge· advocate. . 

The judge-adrocate then requested that the readmg of the record of 
yesterday's proceedings might be deferred, which request the court 
granted. 

Chief Engineer GEORGE W. MELVILLE then came in, and th~ jllllge
ad vocate contin)led the reading to him of bis testimonyforcorrectlO;" At 
11.25 fl. m. the court was cleared for deliberation by request of the Judge
advocate, and afterwards reopened, and the reading of the testimony to 
the witness was resumed. 

At 12.10 p. m. the court took a recess until 12.40 p. m., at which time 
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it Ireconvened with all the members,the judge·advocate, and the wit· 
ness present. . • 

The reading of the testimony to the wItness was. then resumed, and, 
continued until 2 p. m., at which time the court adjourned to meet to
morrow, the 25th day of November, 1882, at 10 a. m. 

FOR'fY.SECOND DAY. 

NAVY DEPAR'l'MENT, 
Washington, D. C., Saturday, November 25,1882.-10 a. m. 

The court met pursuant to the adjournment of yesterday. 
Present Commodore Wm. G. Temple, United States Navy, president;· 

Capt.Jos~ph N. Miller, United States Navy, Commander Frederick V. 
lVlcNair United States Navy, members; and Master Samuel C. Lemly, 
United 'States Navy, judge-advocate. 

The judge-advocate then reque~ted that the reading of t~e r~cords of 
Thursday, November 23, and FrIday, November ~4, the fortIeth and 
forty-first days of the inquiry, might be deferred, WhICh request the court 
granted. .., 

Chief Engineer G. W. MELVILLE then came m, and the Judge-advo· 
cate continued the reading of his testimony to him for correction. 

At 12.10 p. m. the court adjourned to mel:'t on Monday, the 27th day 
of November, 1882, at 10 a. m. 

FORTY·THIRD DAY. 

. NAVY DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, D. C., ]Jfonday, November 27, 1882.-10 a. m. 

The court met pursuant to the adjournment of Saturday, November 
25,1882. 

Present, Commodore Wm. G. Temple, United States Navy, president; 
Capt. Joseph N. Miller, United States Navy, Commander Frederick V. 
McNair, United States Navy, members; and Master Samuel C. Lemly, 
United States Navy, judge-advocate. 

By request of the Judge-ad vocate, the reading of the records of Thurs
day, November 23, Friday, November 24, and Saturday, November 25, 
1882, the fortieth, forty-first, and forty-second days of the inquiry, was 
deferred. 

Chief l!lng'ineer G. W. MELVILLE then came in, and the judge-advo
cate contlDued the reading to him of his testimony for correction . 

. At 12 m. the court took a; recess until 12.30 p. m., and then reconvened 
WIth all ~he mem bel'S, ~he Judge-ad vocate, and the witness present., and 
the readmg of the testImony was resumed and continued uutil 1.45 p. 
m., when the court adjourned to meet to· morrow, the 28th day of Novem
ber, 1882, at 10 a. m. 
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. FORTY-FOURTH DAY. 

. NAVY DEPARTMENT, 
Wash~ngton, D.O., TUfsday, November 28,1882.-10 Ii. m. 

The court met pursuant to the adjournment of yesterday. . 
Present, Oommodore Wm. G. Temple, United States Navy, president· 

Capt. Joseph N. Miller, United States Navy, Oommander Frederick V: 
McNair, United States Navy, members; and Master Samuel O. Lemly, 
United States Navy, judge-advocate. 

By request of the judge-advocate, the reading of the records of Thurs
day, November 23, Friday, November 24, Saturday, November 25, and 
Monday, November 27,1882, the fortieth, forty-first, forty-second, and 
forty-third days of the inquiry, was deferred. . 

Chief Engineer GEORGE W. MELVILLE then came in, and thejndge
advocate con tinned the reading of his testimony to him for correction. 

At 12.15 p. m. the conrt took a recess until 12.45 p. m., and then re
.oonyened with all the members, the judge-advocate, and the witness 
present, and the reading of the record was resumed; and the witness, 
having had all his testimony read to him, made the following corrections, 
which are recorded in the body of the record by interlineatIOn in red 
ink at the proper places for the suitable application of the corrections 
;([0 the evidence corrected: 

On page 78, line 3, change "another" to "an." 
On page 78, line 38, change the word" work" to the word "break." 
. On page 78, line 46, change the word" some" to the words" the same." 
On page 78, line 52, change the word" held" t{) the word" heeled." 
On page 79, line 1, change the word "scratched" to the word "scratch-

;jng." 
On page 79, line 2, change the words "the openings of the deck seams" 

to the words "the caulking out of the seams." 
On page 79, line 34, change the word "arranging" to the word 

,,~ launching." 
On page 8U, line 25, change the word" drift" to the word" solid." . 
On page 80, line 31, change the word "interlacing" to the word "over· 

lapping." 
On page 81, line 7, change the word" get" to the word" cut." 
On page 81, line 38, strike out all after "forward" to the end of sen

tence, and substitute therefor" it was discovered that there was a leak 
in the gate, which was not properly down on its seat. The obstruction 
was cl~ared and the gates made tight, and when the water . arose to a 
4lertain height, then the water found its way through to the bulkhead." 

On page 82, line 4, before the word" water" insert tIle words" ice to 
make." 

On page ~6, line 5, read "frOID the crow's nest to the northward aud 
westward" Instead of "from the north." 

On page 86, line 22, change the word "floe" to the word "full." 
On page 86, add Seaman Erichsen to the list of men who were on the 

expedition to Henrietta Island. 
. On page 86, line 54, change the word "holding" to the word "reach" 
m~ . 

On page 90, line 10, change the words "from pack to pack" to the 
words "from pond to pond." 

On page 93, line 16, change the words "~ptain's room" to the word 
J'cabin." 
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On page 93 line 44 change the word "to" to the word "from." 
On page 94; at end' of sentence, line 4, add "the proper. allowance 

that each person was direcLed to carry was selected from t1?-IS heap." 
On page 94, line 44, strike out the words" such ~s pemmIcan." . 
On page 940, line 54, strike out the words "espeCIally after pressed m 

Bnow floes." . 
On page 95, line 15, between the words "our" and "side' insert the 

word" port." 
On page 97, add to the list of those on the sick list when the ship 

went down the name "Alexy." 
On page 97, line 19, for the words" a prismatic compass n substitute 

the words" prismatic compasses." 
On page 97, line 33, after the words" wrapped up," insert the words 

"in it." 
On page 99, line 34, change the word "already" to the word "always." 
On page 99, line 51, change the word" direct" to the word" drive." 
On page 100, line 8, change the word" took" to the word" used." 
On page 100, line 37 , change the words" work aIln to the words" break 

off all." 
On page 104, line 35, insert the word "were" before the word "over," 

and strike out the word "on"; and on line 36, for the words "opened 
the way" sUbstitute the words "breaking the way with their feet." 

On page 104, line 43, strike out the words "on the floe side" and in-
sert the words "from the floe.n 

On page 105, line 42, for word" wrecked" say" ragged." 
On page 107, line 29, change words "cut-off" to "cove." 
On page 107, line 30, change word "left" to word "weather." 
On page 107, line 2, insert the words "forthe purpose of" before word 

" building." 
On page 108, line 29, insert the words "in that case" before word 

\ "there." 
On page 108, line 51, change word "different" to "difference of." 
On page 109, line 31, insert word" cover" after "boat," and change 

word" capable" to words "for the purpose." 
On page 109, line 42, change word "landed" to word "launched." 
On page 110, line 9, change word" some" to word" several." 

. On page 110, line 12, change the words" the head panes" to the words. 
"one of th e headlands." 

On page 111, line 36, change the word "pulled" to the word "b>1iled'" 
and insert the words "and were" before "very." 

On page 112, line 43, change the word "ishind" to the word "ice." 
On page 113, line 9, change the word "sand" to the word "snow." 
On page 113, line 35, change the word' '.coming" to the word "run-

ning." 
On page 114, line 23, change the word" foremast" to the word "mast.~ 
On page 114, line 28, change the words "to go" to the words" prevent 

water coming"; and on line 29 insert words" from tumbling" before. 
the word" into." , 

On page 114, line 49, cbange the word" leatber" to the word" lead." 
.On page 115, line 53, add, after the word" delta," the words "except 

Nmdemann and NoI"OS whom I met at Bulun about November 2." 
On page 116, line 45, change the word "off" to the word "for." 
On page 116, line 50, change the word "draw" to the words "ba ve 

driven." 
On page 117, line 8, strike out the words "taking some time trying" 

and insert the words" trying from time to time." 
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On page 118, line 7, change the words "pull her up" to the words 
"put her about." 

On page 118, line 10, after the word" swamp" insert the word "river.'" 
On page 118, line 35, change the word" but" to "and." 
On page 118, line 47, change the words ,; large range" to "longreach." 
On page 119, line 27, change the. word "haul" to the words "go a 

mile." . 
On page 120, line] 2, change the words" we were trying to get them 

to go along" to the words" I had been trying to get all day long." 
On page 121, line 1, change" beat" to word "push." 
On page 121, line 36, strike out the word" not." 
On page 121, line 39, after word" more" add word" fish." 
On page 122, line 45, change the word "Rodou" to the word "Or

dono." 
On page 122, line 49, change the words "the frosts" to the words. 

"being frozen." 
On page 124, line 52, change the words "New Siberia" to the word 

" Semenowski." 
On page 126, line 36, change the word" over" to the word " on." 
On page 126, line 49, change" Semenov" to the word WFadejouski." 
On page 129, line 4, change the words "on the shoal" to the words 

" along the shore." 
On page 129, line 36, insert the word" along" before the word "and." 
On page 129, to list of articles supplied by Kusemah add, also, "So 

reindeer dressed, weighing 94 pounds." 
On page 130, line 6, change the words "and the" to the word "two/" 
On page 130, line 53, change the words" had seen" to the words" could 

see." 
On page 131, line 3, change the word" haul" to the word" march." 
On page 131, line 7, add "except Leach, who would have had to be 

hauled on a sled." 
On page 131, line 47, after" notwithstanding" insert the words "I did: 

not understand." 
On page 132, line 37, change the word "we" to the word "they." 
On page 13', line 37, strike out the words" and saw the hut in the 

morning, there being three of us," and substitute the words "and re-
turned in the morning with a fresh team of dogs." .1 

On page 134, line 23, change the words" an island" to the words" the 
shore." 

On page 135, line 11, change the word" country" to the word" mount-
ain." -

On page 135, line 48, change the word "fish" to the words" fishing 
places." 

On page 135 line 51 strike out the words" and had reached a shelter 
one night" and substitute the words "on this night I had reached :~ 
shelter." 

Ou page 137, lines 2 and 3, change the words "Mat Vai" to the words 
"Two crosses." . 
. On page 137, line 13, insert the word "further" before the word 
"trace." 

On nage 139, line 3, change the words" north and south" to the words 
"east and west." 

On page 139, line 40, change the words "had crossed" to "wouhl 
c.ross." 

On page 141, line 18, change the word "snow" to the word "sand." 
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On page 141, line 19, change the word "coming" to the word "cut· 
ting" 

O~l page 141, line 42, change the word "six" to the word "sixteen.'1 
On page 143 line 50 change the word" letter" to the word" mail." 
On page 146, line 21: change the word "Russians" to the words "Rus· 

sian traders." , 
On page 147, line 4, change the words "remain there" to the words 

.Ii, go on." 
On page 147, line 11, change the word" over" to the word" through,1! 
On page 154, line 54, change the word "hauled" to the word" quar· 

ried." 
On page 155, line 11, change the word "on" to t.he word "from." 
On page 156, line 20, change the word" sunk" to the word" snowed\" 

and strike out" it." I 

On page 159, line 19, change the words "put down" to the word 
./,1 dOlle." 

And the witness also added to his testimony the following statement, 
. namely: 'While the ship was at San Francisco it was fitted with a double· 
-cylinder hOisting·engine, for the purpose of war'ping the ship through 
the ice and for receiving or clischargi.ng cargo. It was used for these 
purposes, and was considered a great relief to the people. Also: 

During the first winter, at the time when the ice broke the ship's fore' 
foot, a thrum mat was prepared, using either a sail or an awning . for 
the purpose, to haul under the bows, to prevent the leak, if we got into 
,.open water. The ship being frozen in, it was impossible to apply this/' 
This was retained on board ship. 

I stated in my evidence that a waist-belt was found in the hut at Mat 
Vai. From the information I had received from Niudemann and Noros 
I had supposed that they had not slept in the hut at Mat VaL They 
told me that the first hut they slept in after lea ving De Long was at the 
place of the" Two Crosses," which is away to the southward of Mat 
Vai. This led me to suppose that the hut at Mat Vai had been visited 
'by some other of De Long's people, but when I returned to Bulun, Noros 
recognized the wai~t-belt as a stmp that he had carried around his 
blanket, but did not know where or at what time he had lost the strap, 
but next spring when Nindemann went to Mat Vai with the provis-: 
ion train he remembered the hut, and remembered ha'dng slept there. 
This, to my mind, satisfactorily answered for my having found the belt 
in the hut, the people having forgotten that they had rested there. 
Also, after becoming fully acquainted with the Lena Delta, and the 
hUll ters and fishers who lived there, I made eli'orts to select dog· drivers 
frow the persons who hunted and fished or lived in particular sections 
of the delta, I found that there was no person living at the delta who· 
knew anything at all of the middle portion of the delta, lying between 
t~e river Obibuteyaisa and the island forming the easternmost coast· 
hne of the delta. That is, the man who built the hut in which Erichsen 
,died, ha? built the hut for hire for another native; that it had never 
be~n fimshed and had .seldom been used; that the people did not know 
,?f Its w:hereabouts, untIl after we had found it. They then remembered 
Its havmg, been bmlt but not used. That the two guides Vashiley Kool· 
gar a,nd SI,'lleon Alak, who went as gnides with Bartlett .to and from 
B~rkll1, SaId that no person bad lived at hut at Barkin for two years, 
SImeon Alak wa~ the man who built the hut that Ericbsen died in, and 
he tol~ me that, It had never been used; that the game did not run in 
the mIddle sect,lOn, and the fishing was not -good. They knew the cOWiIi 
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line' because they had fox traps nearly the whole length of that portion 
of the coast from Barkin to Geeomovialocke. With these corrections 
and additions made the witness pronounced his testimony correct, and 
then withdrew. 

The record of the proceedings of Thursday, November 23, Friday, 
November 24, Saturday, November 25, and Monday, November 27,1883, 
the fortieth, forty-first, forty-second, and forty-third days of the inquiry, 
was read, and, after correcting clerical errors, was approved by the court. 

The court was then, by request of the judge-advocate, cleared for 
deliberation. and afterwards reopened, aud then, at 1.50 p. m., adjourned. 
to meet on Friday, December 1, 1882, at 10.30 a. m. 

FORTY-FIFTH DAY. 

NAVY DEPARTMENT, 
Washingto1!<, D.O., Friday, December 1, 1882-10.30 a. m. 

The court met pursuant to the adjournment of Tuesday, November 
28.1882. 

Present, Commodore Wm. G. Temple, United States Navy, president i 
Oapt. Joseph N. Miller, United States Navy, Commander Frederick V. 
McNair, United States Navy, members; and Master Samuel C. Lemly, 
United States Navy, judge-advocate. 

,The record of the proceedings of Tuesday, November 28,1882, the 
f~rty-fourth day of the inquiry, was then read, and, after correcting cler
Ical errors, approved. 

W. F. C. NINDEMANN was theu called as a witness, and having been 
sworn according to law by the president of the court, testified as fol
lows: 

Examination by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE: 
'Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. What is your name and rate i 
The WITNESS. Wi F. C. Nindemann; seaman. 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. To what vessel and what 8pe

cial service were you last attached 1 
The WITNESS. To the J tannette, on an expedition to the North Pole, 

on special service. 
,Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. When and where did you join 

the Jeannette, and what were your duties on board of that vessel ~ 
The WITNESS. At San Francisco. I joined the Jeannette in June, 

1879. My duties on board that vessel were as sea~anl quartermaster, 
deck oflicerl and carpenter. That is all, sir. 
'Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Have you any statement to lay 

before this court in relation to the fitting of the ,} eannette for Arctie 
service, and her condition when she left San Franci8co~ 

The WITNESS. The Jeannette was well fitted before leaving San Fran
cisco for the Arctic regions. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOOATE. Have you any statement to lay 
before this court conceruing the voyage of the Jeannette from the time 
of her leaving San Francisco to the date when she was put in the pack, 

, Oil September 5, 1879? 
.The WITNESS. No, sir. 
Question by the .JUDGE-ADVOCATE. What experience, if any, had 
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you in the Arctic regions prior to joiuing the Jeannette at San Fran
cisco' 

The WITNESS. I sailed in the Polaris in 1871 on a voyage toward the 
North Pole and in 1872 October 15, we were cast away with nineteen 
of us on ad ice floe drifting until the 30th of APIil, 1873. We were 
picked up off the sti-aits of Belle Isle hy the sealing steamer Tigress. 
We were fetched to St. Johns, and from there to the United States. 
There were fourteen people left north; the United States Government 
then found it necessary to buy the ship Tigress, or s~eamer Tigress, 
the same ship that picked us np, and sent her north III search of the 
other fourteen people. I then volunteered, with four others that were 
along with me on the ice floe, to go up Oil the Tigress again aud look for 
our shipmates. We got up as far as North Littleton Island without 
having to pass through any ice, except young ice off Cape York. C!n 
reaching Littleton Island we discovered a house ashore that was bmlt 
by the Polaris men. On landing we found some natives, who told us 
that the Polaris men had built two boats and had started oft' to Oape 
York. We then steamed south again to Disco to hear allY news of the 
people there. We stood across the straits on a west conrse, hoping to 
fall in with some of the whalers and find out whether they had seen 
anything of the people. We sighted no whalers, and the captain then 
thought it best to run into one of the inlets, 01' at least one of the bays~ 
where we took in ballast. On leaving there we crossed on the east course 
up to Ivertout, to coal the ship, After leavillg there, the captain in
tended to stand on a west course again, to fall in with the whalers. We 
got into a heavy gale of wiud. After the weather moderated the cap
tain determined to run .into St. Johns, and in there we learned the 
news that the people had been picked up by a Scotch whaler and sent 
to England. vVe then were recalled to New York; that is the last of it. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. About when did yon go back t(} 
New York ¥ 

The WITNESS. About the 20th November, 1873. 
The judge-advocate then stated to the court, that in view of the great 

experience that this witness had had in the Arctic region, prior to join
ing the Jeannette, he would, if the court pleased, examine him as an ex· 
pert upon all matters pertaiuing to ice movement, the advhmbllityof 
put.ting the ship in the pack, her management when beset in the ice, and 
the preparation for and aetual management of the retreat. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE, Describe in detail the appearance 
and condition 01' mo,ement of the ice on the day when the ship entered 
the pack, and state fully what were your opportunities for observation • 
. . The WITNESS. On the evening of the 4th of September I had thtl 
deck, and I think the orders were, if the ship could not make a north 
course to let the captain know. When I found the ship could not make 
a north course, I went aloft in the crow's nest io see what the conditiou 
of the ice was, I found the ice was all slack in toward the westwardr 
an~ ~lso,plenty of open water to the northward and eastward, and some 
dI'lftmg Ice to the east of us.· Coming down I reported to the captain 
the sta$e of the ice, and told him there was plenty of water to the north
ward and eastward. The captain then said: "Nindemann, we do not 
want to go to the northward and eastward' I want to try and make 
Wrangel Land, if I can." He then gave m~ orders to slow the ship 
down, and let her go aro,und in a circle during the night, until daylight, 
and to report the condItion of the ice at daylight to him. The ned 
!Doming the ice was slack in toward the westw3T(l. We kept on, steam
rng along to the northward fora little while, until we struck a larg4i\ 
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lead that ran in toward W ran gel Laud. It was reported to the captain. 
'1'hr captain then took the (!row's nest, Mr. Chipp the budge, and the 
officer of the deck stood alongside the man at the wheel, marking down 
the course as she went iu the lead. ""Ve kept on making our way to the 
westward until about, four o'clock in the afternoon, when a heavy fog 
~et in, and we were obliged to t.ie the ship up alongside of an ice floe. 
The ice at the time was ver~' slack, and it was no trouble for the ship to 
work its way through it if it had not been so foggy. The fog' let up for 
a little while, and we cast off from the floe piece and stood some distance 
ill toward the westward. '1'he fog shut down upon us again, and there
upon we tied up alongside of a tloe piece. We lay, there during that 
night; the next morning it was clear; the ice had closed in some, but 
lIotenough to prevent us from steaming through it. The ice kept closing 
in more and more, lmt still we kept on working our way t.hrough it, until 
.about in the afternoon, when we got. to a place where we could not force 
-our way through. vVe kept working and butting the ice for some time, 
but found that it was no goou. We tied up alongside of the floe piece. 
There were st.ill large holes of open water to the westward, and if we 
eould have forced our way t.hrough the ice for about 50 yards ahead of 
us we would have made more progress toward Wrangel Land. Dur
ing t.he night of September 6 the night was cold and t.he young ice wall 
lIlaking fast. The ice had closed in more during the night, and it was 
ampos~ible for us to get the ship out of the pack to the east again, to 
the open water. . 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. In your opinion, would it. or 
would it not have been possible to get the ship clear of the ice on Sep
telllber 6, 1879 ~ 

The WITNESS. No, sir; there was no possibility of getting the ship 
.Qllt of the pack. The ice had closed together, and the young ice had 
formed so thick that it was impossible for a ship to steam through it, 
if we had gone in the young ice; that is, ice about 5 inches thick. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. What is your opinion of the ad
visability of putting the ship in the pack at that time? 

The WITNESS. If I had had charge of the ship at that time I should 
!lave done what Captain De Long did; that is, if I had wanted to reach 

~ Wrangel Land. 
Question by the JUDGE ADVOCATE. What, genenhlly, for an Arctic 

vessel, was the condition of the J eaunette's crew during the twenty-two 
months the ship was beset in the pack, as to their health, their food, 
and their quarters ~ 

The WITNESS. The crew of the Jeannette was as healthy a crew and 
as good a crew as could be selected for an Arctic voyage. The food of 
the ~en was very good in every respect; t,he qnarters were v,ery g~od 
up tIll the time she sprang a leak., wlien the water was raIsed hIg~ 
enough to run over the berth-deck, sometimes for a day or two, untll 
the leak was stopped . 
. Question by the JUDGE A.DVOCATE_ Was anything left undone that 
It was possible to do to insnre the health and comfort of the crew ~ 

The WITNESS. No, sir; not to my kuowledge. 
Question by tbe JUDGE-ADVOCA'I.'E. Was or was not the crew as con

tented as it was possible for them to be under the circumstances '/ 
The WITNESS. To my knowledge the crew always was contented i I 

never saw any of them discontented. 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCA'I.'E. Have you any furth.::r statement 

~ lay before the court in reference to the voyage of the ShIP up to the 
tIme that she was crushed by the ice and went down'! 
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The WITNESS. No, sir. I 

The witness was then examined by the the court, as follows: 
Question by the OOURT. 'When you entered the lead of the ice ou the 

morning of September 5,1879, did you think there was a fair chance of 
getting her through to Wrangel Land ~ 

The WITNESS. Yes, sir. 
Question hy the OOURT. Oould the ship have been turned about and-. 

brought out again to the eastward, clear of the ice, at any time after 
the fog shut down on her on the afternoon of September, 5, 1879 ~ 

The WI1'NESS. That is very hard to tell, as the weather was not s(} 
clear and the ice was changing all the time, whether she could have 
been brought out 'or not. 

Question by the OOURT. At what time of the day on September 6, 
1879, did the young ke form with sufficient thickness to prevent the 
Jeannet.t.e from steaming through it Y 

The WITNESS. At that time there was very little young ice around 
us it was all heavy ice; there was no way to get out of it. There were 
m~ny holes of young ice astern of us. 

Ql;estioll by the OOURT. What duty were you performing during t~e 
5th aud 6th September, 1879' 

The WITNESS. Deck officer; I was at the wheel sometimes, marking 
down the course, the course the ship was making through the ice; at 
other times I was out on the ice shoving the pieces of ice so she could 
get clear; that is about all, sir. I used to-get now and then into the 
crow's nest to have a look at the ice, on both the 5th and 6th of Septem
ber. 

The court then, at 12.15 p" m., took a recess until 12.35 p. m., and then
reconvened, with all the members, the judge.advocate, and the witness 
under examination present. 

The judge-advocate then resumed his examination of the witness, as 
follows: 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. When the ship was crushed and 
deserted on the 12th of June, '1881, was everything done, that was pos· 
sible to do, to insure the safety of the crew and to provide for the re
treat~ 

The WITNESS. Yes, sir. 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Of the boats available, were or 

were not those selected the hest possible for transportation over the ice,. 
for the accommodation of the crews, and as sea boats, or, finally, consid
ering all threc of these points ~ 

The v"VI1'NESS. They were the best boats to transport over the ice, and. 
as sea boats, and were the best hoats to accommodate the crews. They 
were the best sea boats that could be selected. 

Question by the JUDGE·ADVOCATE. Was there a fair division of labor
among the people on the retreat Y 

The 'WITNESS. Yes, sir. 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Were there any unnecessary de-

lays on the retreat' 
'rhe WI'l'NESS. Not to my knowledge. 
Question by the JUDGE·ADVOCA'l'E. To what boat were you assigned ~ 
The Wl'l'NESS. The first cutter. 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. What if you know was Lieu· 

tenant-Uommallder De Long-'s desire when o~ the 12th of Septemberr 
1881, the day on which the boats separated he endeavored to commu
nicate with the whaleboat and second cutte~! 

The WITNESS. He made signs to the whaleboat to come alongside if 
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she <:<>uld .. I then. told the captain that the .sea was running too highr 
and It was ImpOSSIble for her to come alongsIde. He then made a sign 
for her to keep on her course. The second cutter at the time was some 
distance astern of us. We had one reef in the sail, waiting for her. to· 
come up; when we found that she did not gain on us we took another. 
We kept on ru~niIl:g for some time, when the b?at, not having enough, 
'sail, kept on shlppmg seas over the stern. Seemg that the second cut
ter did not gain on us, we shook out the reef again and our boat be
haved a little b~tter, not taking in so many seas. What the captain's 
idea at the time was, I cannot say exactly, but I think he wanted to give· 
Mr. Chipp his can of pemmican due him, if he could. That is all, sir. 

Questiou by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Give a detailed narrative of the 
events which transpired with the first cutter from the date of the sepa
ration of the boats on September 12, 1881. 

The WITNESS. We landed on Semenov Island on September 10. On· 
the 11th of September while staying on that island I fitted a wash-board 
on the first cutter. The wash-board was about 1.') inches high. Mr. 
Melville had one fitted around his whale-boat. The second cutter had: 
hers fitted some time before. On the morning of the 12th September~. 
before leaving the island, a hole was dug in the ground, with a record 
put into it and a large pole about 20 feet high set. We left the island 
about eight o'clock in the morning, standing to the southward. We ha~ 
a fresh breeze from the northeast. After clearing the islands the wind 
increased and the sea was running quite high. We kept ou running' 
tlntil noon time, when there was something the matter with the whale
boat. Mr. Melville sung out to the captain that he would have to haul' 
his boat up on the ice; that she was leaking very bad. All three boats. 
were hauled up on the ice, and while we were waiting for Mr. Melville 
to repair his boat we had our dinner. After dinner the boats were
launched again; we stood to the southward. The wind kept on increas
ing and we ran all the time. Toward evening it was blowing a gale~ 
We put a reef on the sail; the sea was pretty ugly; it was breaking: 
into the boats all the time, so that we had hard work to keep free from 
water. Before dark the whale-boat was on the weather bow and some, 
'distance ahead of us, and the second cutter was on our port quarter some' 
distanee astern of us. Captain De Long made signs to the whale-boat. 
to come alongside of us if she could, as he was going to tell Mr. 'Mel
ville to keep as close together as we could, but the sea was running so
bad that it was impossible for the whale-boat to slow down or come 
alongside. We put another reef into the sail to wait for the second 

. cutter to come up, and kept on mnning for some time, and our boat. 
took in so much water, that, seeing that the second cutter did not gain, 
on us, we shook out the reef again and ran for it, the boat making a little· 
-better weather. Shortly after that it was getting -clark. The whale
;boat being the fastest sailing boat, was out of sight by this time. I theTh 
'oould see the second cutter astern, but it did not take long before I lost. 
sight of her. By this time the wind and sea had still increased and our 
,boat was taking in water over both sides and the stern. Erichsen at 

. this time was at the wheel, and running so close before it that he jibed 
the sail a couple of times and. almost swamped the boat. After run
ning on for a little time, we jibed her again, and we carried away 
her mast and sail. At this time the boat took in a heavy sea at each 
side and over the stern. At that time we Lad hard work to get 
t~e water out of her, and she was full up to the thwarts. Another 
little sea would have swamped her at the time. As soon as the
mast and sail was carried away we got it on board the boat and 
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she have to herself, head to the wind, within about fou; points. The 
.captain then gave orders to make a drag out of a saIl and a boat 
breaker' this was done. After the drag was made It was put overboard 
and the'boat behaved pretty well for some time until the drag carried 
away and we theu had to get to work and make another oue out of the 
boat'~ masts and oars, aud weighted oue eud of the mast with a heavy 
pick-axe that we had. Our boat did not behave quite as well uuder the 
drag, as this drag did not hol~ q~ite ~8 much wat~r as the one we made 
out of the sail. During the mldmght It seemed as If there were two seas 
running from different directions, which made it very bad for the boat. 
The sea was pretty choppy and broke into the boat over both sides and 
Btern and it was hard work to keep the water out of her. There were 
three or four men bailing all t!le time. The next day it waR still blow
ing; we still have to. Toward eveniug the wind had mod~rated a little, 
but the sea did not go down very fast and we were oblIged to lay to 
that night. The next morning the wind had moderated eLough, and 
the captain asked me what I !lad on the boat to make a jury sail. I 
told him a hammock and an old sleigh cover that we could make a sail 
out of. Gortz and Kaack were then put to work to sew the hammock 
and sleigh cover together. As soon as that was done, took in onr drag, 
repaired the step of the ma/st, stepped it, and set our sail and stood to 
the southward and westward. I think at this time our course was south
southwest. Toward 1100n the sea had gone down a good deal ami the 
wind had shifted to the westward; we sailed her on her course. Tow
;ard evening the captain's hands and feet commenced to swell so that 
he could not write his journal. His sleeping bag was got out, aud ther 
,put him in his sleeping bag Set up in the stern of the boat. When night 
,set in the wind had hauled more to the southward, and we could not 
make our course and were obliged to beat. The captain gave me orders 
to stand off ab()ut four bours on one tack and then to go about ship Oil 

the other tack, and in case anything should happen to call him. We 
kept on beating during the night, and the next morning the wind hauled 
to the northward and westward and we could lay our course again. I 
took a sounding and could find but about 8 feet of water. About ten 
·o'clock I stood up in the stern-sheets and saw some spots on the horizon 
that looked to me like land. This was on the 10th; I told the captain 
·of it; but as he was sitting down in the boat he could not see it, and 
finally doubted my word of what was going on. At that time the doctor 
stood up and looked, but he said be could not see anything that looked 
like land to him. Standing on a little farther it didn't take long before 
everybody could see the land, sitting in the boat. At this time we could 
see young ice extending to the east and west some distance towards the 
laud. As there was no way or lead from the sea throulYh the young 
ice we rammed into it, sailing until we got stuck. W~ then had to 
take the oars to break the ice ahead of us and put four men at the oars 
~o help. the boat through the youn~ ice. This ice was a quarter of a.n 
mcl~ thlCk. A~ter we got t~rougl;t It we got into quite a lead of water, 
bavlllg young Ice on both SIdes of us, and it seemed as if it extended 
ri1?-'h~~into the lan~. We kept on, sailing along in the lead until we were 
wlthlll about 3 mIles of the mouth of a river. The water had shoaled 
'Very ~api~ly and we only got about 2 feet of water. We still kept on 
worklllg III toward the l~nd until we got stuck. 

~n~ the cour~ then, at 1.40 p. m., pending the further examination of 
thiS WItness, adjourned to meet to-morrow, the 2d day of December, 
1883, at 10 o'clock a. m_ 
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FORTY ·SIXTH DAY. 

~ A VY DEP ARTil'lEN1', 
W(tshington, D.O., Satgrday, December 2, 1882-10 a. m. 

The court met pursuant to the adjournment of yesterdaY. 
Present, Oommodore ,Yilliam G. Temple, United States" Navy, presi

dent; Oapt. Joseph N. Miller, United States Navy, Commander Fred
erick V. McNair, United States Navy, members; and Master Samuel C. 
Lemly, United States Navy, judge-advoc<lte. 

The record of the proceedings of yesterday, Decem bel' 1, 1882, the 
forty-fifth day of the inquiry, was then rea,d, and, after correcting cleri
ca~ errors, approved. 

Seaman VV. F. O. NINDElVIANN, the witness under examination, then 
came in, and continued his allswer to tlJC pending question, which was 
repeated by the judge-advocate as follows: 

Give a detailed narrative of the events which tram;pired with the first 
cutter's party, from the date of the separation of the boats ou Septem
ber 12, 1881. 

The WrfNEss. As soon as the captain found that we could not make 
the river he gave orders to push the hoat around and to shove her to
ward the northward, expecting to get out the same way we came in; 
but at this time the young ice had closed in, and we had to heel the boat 
over on her bilge in order to shove her. We made very little headway 
and at, last got stuck, so we could not move the boat any more. At this 
time we were in a hole of open wat.er, and the captain gave orders to 
have everybody go over the side and get the boat in deeper water. Some 
of the men took off their shoes, or, at least, their boots and stockings, 
and the doctor happened to observe their feet, and see that most of the 
men's feet were badly swelled, and some of them had turned blue already. 
Be then whispered to t.he captain; what i-t was I cannot say. The cap
tain then gave orders for everybody to put on their boots and shoes 
again, and he said we would wait until tbe t.ide raised. While stopping 
here waiting for the tide to raise, we took our dinner. At this time we 
sighted some hummocks of ice to the eastward, probably 3 or 4 feet out 
of the water, and we thought the water was deeper there. About three 
o'clock in the afternooI! the water had raised very little, and we made 
the attempt to get to these hummocks. We had very hard work break
ing the ice, and shoving the boat over the mud. About five o'clock in 
the afternoon we managed to get alongside of the hummocks, but we 
found that the water was not any deeper there, and we found that tbere 
were small shoals where the young ice hall shoved up three or four feet. 
It was getting toward evening, and everybody was getting pretty well 
played out. The captain determined to lay alongside of the ice until 
morning. After supper some of them got out their sleeping bags; but 
they were wet and were not fit for use, so everybody made himself as 
comfortable for the night as he possibly could. 

The next morning, the 17th, about 6 o'clock, we started to shove the 
boat. We cast off and stood to the westward. I believe at this time 
the captain's idea was that he could get out by standing still further to 
the westward. We worked for some time and we made very little head
way. Now and then the boat would float off for about five or ten min
utes and then we would get on a shoal again. After th~ captain had ) 
stood up to the westward until about 10 o'clock, the captam found that 
he could not make any progress to the westward; he then tried to stand 
to the northward and eastward. 

B. Ex. 108-12 -
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We kept on working here for SOIlle time, but made very little headway, 
as the water was very shoal alld the uoat was very often buried.about 
a couple of inches in the mud. We would put down our oars III the 
mud and push the boat, Illove probably for a foot or two, ~nd then by 
hauling the oar out of the mud we would haul her back, 1Il about the 
same place that we pushed her from. At this time I think the wind was 
from the northward and eastward and was quite a breeze; the water 
was quite choppy, washing in the boat all the time, wetting everybody. 
The captain saw that they could not get out to the ~est or northea.st, 
and made up his milld to push the boat back alongsIde of the pnsh-ICe 
where we had cast off in the morning. We had got away from the push
ice about a mile and a half. '['he mud was soft. It was about 12 o'clock, 
and the captain gave orders to have dinner made. At this t,ime we had 
been about two days out of water, and we had to use the young ice to 
melt and make water for cooking. It was a little brackish, but our 
thirst was so great that we did not notice it much. While lying along
side of t.he ice the captain told me to put a tent pole down in the mud 
and to watch the water rise. He then told us after dinner that he had 
made up Lis mind to make a landing; that we could not do anything 
else. While lying there waiting for the water to rise, I went to work 
with a couple of' men and made a raft out of ,a boat-sleigh to put some 
articles on to lighten the boat. About 3 o'clock in the afternoon the 
tide had raised only about 2j\- inches. A little after that I noticed that 
it had fallen a little; I told the captain of it, and he then at once gave 
orders to cast the boat ofr' and put her toward the shore. We made 
about 15 or 20 yards, and we got stuck again. The captain, seeing that 
there was nothing else left,had ordered everybody that was fit to get 
overboard and drag the boat in to the shore. Captain De Long, the 
doctor, Erichsen, and Boyd were the only four that stayed in the boat. 
At this time, I think, the wind was from the southeast, and overcast. 
vYe then set sail, and as soon as the sail was set everybody went over 
the side and got a hold of the painter to drag the boat lll. The four 
people in the boat were set over on the starboard side to heel the boat 
over on her bilge. Dragging the boat this way we got on about 50 
yards before we got stuck again. The captain then gave orders for 
eyerybody to take a load and 'carry it ashore. When everybody had 
his load we started in toward the beach, sometimes up to our knees in 
'Yater, sometimes up to our waists, sinking into the mud-holes, and had 
liard work to get out of them. About that time, ofr'-shore, the young ice 
was about half an inch thick, and not strong enough to bear us. We 
broke our way through it until we reached the beach. Here we found a 
lot of drift-wood and the land was very low and swampy. After every
body had got ashore with the load we picked out the best place that we 
coul~ find and made a pile of it, and then returned to the boat. Mr. 
OolllDs and the cook stayed behind; and I asked them what the matter 
was, aud they said they were played out. I afterwards returned to the 
boat; and returning to the boat the captain asked me how much further 
I thought we had to drag the boat. I told him that I could not tell' that 
in some places the water was deep, and in other places the wat~r was 
shallow. He asked me where Mr. Collins and the cook were. I told him 
all they had told me, t~at tlley were" played out." Everybody then got 
a hold of tile boat agalD, and we dragged her on a little further' but it 
was not 10~lg before we got stuck again. We then took another road out 

t of her, and carried it to the shore. At this time the wind had freshened 
an~ it was snowing. On getting ashore we found that Mr. Collins had 
bUIlt a fire; and that the cook, Ah Sam, had taken his sleeping bag, and 
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crawled into it, and was fast asleep. Some of the men tried to awaken 
him, but they could not. I do not know whether he did not want to 
wake, or whether he slept so hard that he could not be awakened. We 
then returned to the boat again, and dragged her on a little further. 
But we soon got stuck again, and then took another load and carried 
it ashore. I think Collins had been trying to wake Ah Sam, but did 
not succeed. On reaching the boat again we hauled her in a little 
further, and got stuck again. By this time we got the boat as far as 
where the young ice commenced, and the water here was about a foot 
and a quarter deep. We could not get the boat in any nearer; I think 
at this time it was a mile and a half off shore. When we found we 
could put the boat in no nearer, the sick people had to get ont and 
wade. It was impossible for anyone to carry them· through the young 
ice and muddy bottom. On getting ashore the captain asked me if 
everything was off the boat that was of value or of any use to us. I 
told him there was nothing else there but the sail and the McIntosh or 
rubber blanket. He then told me to take a couple of men and go ont 
and take the sleigh that we had made a raft out of, to put it in the boat, 
to fetch anything that I thought we could use. Going out to the boat 
it was dark, and we could not see either the fire or the beach; but we 
felt our way back again through the broken, young ice. On getting 
ashore, supper was ready; and at this time they had a very large fire 
going. Everybody sat around it, with their boots and stockings off, 
trying to dry their clothes and warm themselves. The doctor and the 
captain were sitting close to the fire. The captain asked me to sit in 
between him and the doctor, and to dry my foot gear. I told him I 
did not care to get too ·near the fire; that I had a good place where I 
was. I believe it was on the 16th when the captain got the use of his 
hands again. After supper we sat up until about ten o'clock, around 
the fire, everybody trying to dry his clothing. The captain then gave 
orders for the tents to be pitched, and for everybody to get some small 
sticks to put inside of the tent to sleep on. After that was fixed the 
most of them turned in, and some of them sat alongside the fire still 
drying their clothes. I stayed up until about twelve o'clock; I think 
I was the last that went to sleep. On the morning of the 18th I think 
the wind was still from the southeast, 'and snow at times. The fire 
was started again, and everybody got around it to dry his clothes and 
sleeping bags. As one fire was not large enough for drying our 
clothes and to get around it, we built three or four large fires. In the 
afternoon the captain gave drders for getting everything together, and 
to pick ont the I;ltuff that we were going to carry. The orders w~r~ to 
carry the ship's log-books, papers, pemmican, rifles, and ammullltl?n; 
this was done; all the load being divided between us, except the SICk 
people, Erichsen, Boyd, and Ah Sam. Everybody was badly frozen, 
but these three people were the worst. After .eve~y body had his .loa~ 
that he was to carry every body packed it to smt hllnself, and ca~rIed It 
the easiest way he ~ould. At this time the evening had set m; the 
weather was still bad. Ever.vbody sat aronnd the fire whe.n he was 
doue with his work, and we then had our supper and turned m. 

Ou September 19 Captain De Long gave orders to start on our march 
south. We left behind us a good many articles that we could not carry, 
sleeping-bags and clothes and did not take anything else b~t our pro
viSions, log-books, ship's I)apers, ammunition, rifles, and a lIttle spare. 
elothing. ' 

After we had traveled south for some t,ime we fell in with a lot of 
fresh-water ponds and ditches. We had difficulty in working around 
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and getting across the ditches, most o~ the time breaking thr,ough and) 
sinking into mud IIp to our knees. ErlChs~n, Boyd, and Ah Sam could 
not walk as quick as we, and we had to SIt down e-:ery quarte~ of, an 
hour or half an hour to wait for them to get up. ErIchsen at thIS tIme
was the worst off. He was complaining all the time over his feet. 

At noontime we halted for dinner. The doctor then asked me whether
I would not make a pair of crutches for Erichsen, as he thought he could 
O'et alon o' on them a little faster. I made the crutches during the dinner 
hour. After dinner we started again and kept on until about five o'clock 
in the evening, when everybody was pretty .well played out, as the loads
we had were a little too heavy. The captalll then ordered a camp to be 
pitched had the fires lighted and I:'upper made. After supper the cap
tain told me to take back the ship's papers, at least to take back the 
books and the cooking stove, and to take two of the strongest men of 
the part;y. I took Iverson and Dressler, and asked the captain whether 
I should take all the papers. He said, "No; only the ship logs and 
books and the cooking stove." All the rest of the papers we took along 
ourselves. We started shortly after supper with the two cases, the 
ship's logs, the books, and a stove. yVe made the distance to the cache 
that was made on the beach that IIiorning, and back again, in two hours. 
We put these log-hooks and the stove in the cache, also a spy-glass;. 
the captain told me to put that in the navigation box and lock it up again. 
On returning to the camp we sat around the fire for a little while; then 
everybody turned in. 

On the morning of the 20th everybody picked up his load, and we· 
started, traveling to the !'outh again, leaving behind us one tent. The 
bottom part of the tent would get so wet and iced up that two men had 
all they could do to carry it. That was the reason it was left behind. 
Here the country was still full of fresh-water ponds and creeks, and in 
some ponds the ice was strong enough for going across, in others the ice· 
was not; but we had to make long sweeps to get around them. At ten 
o'clock we made a halt and took a rest. There was something the matter 
with my load. The rest of the party went ahead and I stayed back to. 
fix my load. Erichsen started off with the other party, but soon was. 
left behind.. The rest walked ,away from him. After I had my load 
fixed I started off again. It did not take me long before I fetched up' 
with Erichsen. Erichsen was complaining of his feet, and said to me that 
he could not go much further. I tried to encourage him, and told him 
to come along as long as he could. He kept on for a little while longer

t
. 

and then said-- . 
(The witness here broke off, evidently much moved by his recollec. 

tions, and saying "I can't go on with this j I must go out," left the 
room.) 
. An~ the court then, at 12 m. took a recess until 12.30 p. m., at which 

tIJ?e It reconvened ~It~ all the members, the judge-advocate, and the 
WItness under exammatlOn present, and the witness continued his tes. 
timOI~y in answer to the pending question, as follows: 

. Enchsen he:e t~ld ,me that he wished to stay behind; I tried to coax 
hIm, but he ~ald, Nmdemann, I do not care how far you go' if you go, 
to St: Petersburg I cannot go any further." I then tried to hail the 
captam, but they were too far in advance. I walked as fast as I could 
to fetch up with them, and when ,I got within hailing distance I hailed 

• th~m and they s~opped. On gettmg up to them, I told the captain what 
En?hsen ~ad saId, and he told me to go ahead with the rest of the party
untIl we found a place where there was some drift-wood and to halt 
until he came up again. He then went back with the do~tor to Erich-



LOSS OF THE STEAMER JEANNETTE. 181 

sen, we going ahead for some distance until we found a place where 
there "as some firewood. We then had seen some deer tracks going to 
the eastward. The rest of the men stayed there; me and Alexy started 
to try and follow up tue deer tracks. We soon got out of sight of the 
meil, and we came up to a range of drift-wood where the deer had started 
to the south. W~ walked a-Iong on a creek that ran along a range of 
drift-wood. The Ice here wat:; strong enough to get along on it-now 
and then it would break through. At last we saw that the tracks went' 
in here to the eastward, between the rlrift-wood. We looked around 
and Alexy said to me, "Ther~ is the deer laying down." By this time 
the deer had seen ns. Orawllllg np on tuem between the drift-wood 
we got within about 300 yards of them and they got up and started t~ 
Tun. We chased them for quite a distance, and Alexy started to yell
ing just as loud as he could halloo. I asked him what he did that for, 
and he said to stop the deer, that it wonla scare them, which it did. 
When they lleard him yell, they stood very quietly awhile looking 
around in confusion. We got within about 200 yards of them; then 
they started running again we kept along, yelling; they would stop 
now and then, and then start to running again, and we saw they 
were getting too far ahead of us, and that there was no possibility of 
getting up to them and returned back to the party. The captain asked 
me what I had seen, and I told him that we fell in with a range of drift
wood running to the southward, in other words, a creek running along 
to the southward, and that the ice in most places was strong enough to 
walk on. He asked me if I thought it better walking on the young ice, 
and I told him yes; he then halted there for dinner. During the dinner 

'hour the doctor took the bandage off ErichRen's foot. On taking it off 
the flesh from under the ball of his foot uropped off. The doctor said 
nothing to anybody; he saw how things were. Be took clean bandages 
and bound up his foot again, and pnt on his boots and stockings. After 
the doctor was done with him I was sitting close to Erichsen and had 
seen in what condition his foot was. Erichsen asked me, said he, 
"Nindemann, do you know anything about frost·bites~" I told him 
·'Yes; that at the first coming on the flesh would turn blue and then 
black." He then said, "When the doctor took oft' the bandage I saw 
something dropping from under my foot." Says I, "Erichsen, 1. guess 
you've been dreaming." He said, "No," that he was certain of it; that 
he had seen something drop from under his foot. After dinner the 
(laptain told me and Alexy to go ahead and take the same road that we 
had taken when we followed up the deer. When we got on to the creek 
the captain thought it was a small river, and that it was the river we 
wanted to get along on. We got along pretty fast on the ice; it w~s 
a good deal better walking, and not "tundra," where we used to go 1U 
almost up to our knees in the snow and soft mud. Me and Alexy kept 
the lead, and we saw we were getting quite a distance ah~ad of th,em; 
we made a halt to wait for them to come up, as the captam had gIVe)}. 
me orders not to go any further ahead than 300 or 400 yards. When 
the evening came we camped down between the drift-wood, and started 
a big fire and set the tent up for a shelter. 'rhe most of us got our feet 
wet during the day. We sat around the fire drying' our foot-gear; we 
had our supper. At this time our ration W,1S reduced, I beheve, to four 
(lUllces of pemmican a meal-three or four ounces to each man a meal. 
After supper each man went out, 01' ever.vbody went out to ,get in wood 
enough for the night. The men picked up some ~mall stIcks to put 
under us to lay on. As we only had one tent at this time, not large 
enough to shelter fourteen, it was cut in two and used for a blanket. 
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When we had firewood enough for that night two beds were made as 
near to the fire as could be. We then turned in, s~ven in each bed, 
each one rolling himself up in his blanket and covermg ourselves with 
the two halves of the tent; one man was kept on watc~ to keep the fire 
going two hours apiece each. The first part of the mght some of us 
slept pretty good; then the weather was get~ing colder, and it was 
blowing pretty fresh from the northwa:rd; I. thmk some of them. then 
got up and lay down on a couple of stIcks of wood as Ilear the fire as 
they possibly could. 

On the morning of the 21st the cook was called to get breakfast r 
after breakfast started south again on the creek; made a good many 
stops during the forenoon; a little before noon me and Alexy was qu~te 
a distance in advance; we stopped for the party to come up. WhIle 
stopping, looking around, I saw a cou1?le of. ~ox traps about three
quarters of a mile to the W'estward. WhIl~ WaItll1g, I ~honght I would 
go and see with what the traps were baIted. On g0ll1g over there I 
found that the fox-traps were on the bank of quite a large river, and 
found they were baited with young goose wings or duck wings. We 
then went back and waited for the captain to come up; I told him ~he 
river to the west of us was quite a large one. He says, "Nindemann, 
that is just what we want; we are going to take a little rest here, and 
then we can go ahead to the river." When we got on the river bank 
we halted for dinner; the captain told me to go up on the bank for a 
good look around to see if I could see a hut; that we ought to be within 
3 or 4 miles of some huts; the river here had yonng ice on both sides. 
After dinner we walked along the ri ver bank, now and then taking a 
rest, as the sick people coulu 110t get along as fast as most of us, and· 
we always had to wait some timfl before they came up. I wish to state 
here that, on the 20th, when Erichsen wanted to be left behind, tbat 
Boyd and Mr. Collins said that they were willing to be left behind to> 
stay with Erichsen, and if we found assistance of course we would come 
back anu get them. That was the time that Erichsen made the remark 
that he wished to be left behind, and if we founu assistance we could 
come hack anu get him. 

About 3 o'clock Oil the 21st me and Alexy waR almost out of sight 
of the other people; we then walked up the river bank and saw a 
hut, or a couple of huts, to the southward. We then waited until tbe 
captain and party came np and told him there were a couple of huts to> 
the southward of us, and he told me and Alexy to go ahea(l and when 
we got to the huts to stop there. When we got there we found one of 
them was a new hut that bad probably been built during the summer, 
the other on~ was older. yv e fOllnd ashes on .entering the huts, on the 
fi!e-place, qmte fresh, and It looked as if the people had been t.here about 
eIght to fourteen days before us. Me and Alexy had been there for 
abou~ hal~ ~n hour before the captain ?ame up. It was getting toward 
fiye 0 ClOCK III the afternoon; the captalll said he would stay here for the 
mght. The pa:rty was divided, seven in each hut. After everybody got 
warmed up a lIttle, we weut out to have a look around to see what we 
could see. We saw to the sonth ward and westward and on the west 
bank of the river a structure of wood, where Alexy thought was prob
ably som~ deer meet or fres.h fi~h hung up, as he said the natives gen
erally bmlt strnctures of thIS klllcl to hang up their fish and deer meat. 
The doctor, who was outside, at the same time looking around saw away 
to the southward and eastward what looked to him like some huts. It 
~as reported to t~~ captain, and the captain told me to go down to the 
rIver bank to see If I could finel some means to get across the river, to 
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see if there was any food of any kind there. He sent Alexy to the 
southward and eastward to find out whether they were huts that the 
doctor had·seen. Me and Alexy started together from the hut. I 
started down the river bank and we kept on walking to the southward 
aud eastward, to see by what means I could get across the river. This 
structure was about 2 miles south of us. On getting down I saw four 
small ducks, I think about fifty yards off shore. I fired at these with 
the Remington rifle, but did not get near enough to kill any of them, as 
the water in the river was a little choppy and the ducks were very small . 
.Getting abreast of the structure, I looked around to see whether I could 
see anything to make a raft of to get across, but as I saw nothing hung 
up nnder the structure, I thought that it was 110 use to make a raft, or 
try to get across. The current here was running very strong to the 
north. I returned back to the hut and told the captain that there was 
no food ·of any kind, and that it was wholly unnecessary labor to make 
a raft to try to get across. He asked me whether I was certain that 
there was nothing over there. I told him" yes." The way the struct
ure looked to me was like the ruins of an old hut. I asked some of the 
men whether Alexy had come back. They said "no." I then went and 
asked the captain whether I could go again. He said" yes." I started 
down to the southward, along the river bank, finding quite many fox
traps. In one of them I found a large ivory guU, that was in the trap; 
I went still farther south along the river bank. I was about five miles 
off from the hut when I came to a stream that ran into the eastward. 
At this time it was getting dark, and I looked around to see if I could 
see anything of Alexy. I could not see anything of him. I walked 
back to the hut, on my way taking the gull along, and fetched it to the 
steward, or at least to the cook, to cook it. Alexy at this time had not 
returl}ed. The captain told the cook to pluck the ivor.y gull, and he 
started plucking it, tearing the feathers out of it, and said the bird was 
rotten; it was thrown away. By this time it was quite dark, and Alexy 
had not returned yet. I went out a couple of times to look arouud to 
see whether I could see him. and there was nothing to be seen of Alexy, 
and some of us then thought that he probably had fell in with some 
natives, visiting their huts, that we had seen in the afternoon. I think it 
was about nine o'clock in the evening w hen Alexy returned with a quarter 
of deer he had. He then told the captain that they were huts, but that 
there was nobody living there, and that most of' them had tumbled in, 
and that he had shot two deer a little to the southward of the huts. 
The captain then ordered the cook to make supper for all hands out of 
the reindeer meat. I think everybody ate about a pound of reindeer 
meat, and everybody was well satisfied with it. After supper we h~d 
a httle talk, and everybody seemed quite contented, and then turned III 
for the night. . 

On the morning of the 22d we had breakfast. After breakfast ~he 
captain told me to take everybody, except the sick people, and go WIth 
Alexy and get the two deer. We started off; we had to work pretty 
well into the southward and eastward. We struck the river and we had 
to feel our way aeross the young ic('. I woul~ lik~ to ~tate here that 
Alexy, the night before when he came back WIth hIS rem deer meat, to 
make the road short had to wade throngh the river that was open, up 
to his waist in water but farther to the eastward where we went across, 
it was frozen, and w~ felt our way across the yonng ice. Un passing 
the ruins of the huts I counted them and found there were seven. I 
think there was only one that was fit for shelter; the Test were all 
broken down more or less. About noon time we got np to the deer, 
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skinned them, and cut one of t,bem into four quarters and the other one 
into two. Everyone of the men took :;t quarter each, a.rrd me and Iver
son took a half one apiece. Lee was wIth us at that tIme, but he got 
pretty weak in walking down, an~ was complaining at,)Out cramps in 
his legs. He did not carry anythmg else but our two rIfles. We then 
started back, goiug dowu t.he small river. Our loads were too heavy 
to carryon our shoulders across the river, and ~e were obliged to take 
a piece of rope aud tie it to the meat aud drag It about to yards astern 
of us to keep from breaking through. I was the first one going across, 
again taking the lead. We took the s~me road that we came. .Atthis 
time when I was half way over the river, I thought that the Ice was 
strodg enough to bear me in carrying the load. I picked up my load, 
making abollt 25 paces, when we broke through, or::. the same path that 
we had come when we came out. When the rest saw that they put 
striugs to their meat aud dragged it across, and got across all right 
without breaking through. They were going to wait for me to get the 
water out of my 'boots, aud wriug out my stockings and pants. I told 
them to go ahead and not wait for me; that I would follow them all 
right. I had to stop three or' four times on the way before reaching 
the hut to take off' my boots and stockings and wring the water out of 
them, that kept settling down in them all the time. 

We arrived at the hut about 5 o'clock in the afternoon. The captain 
then gave orders to have all the meat cut oft' the bones aud then the 
bones mashed for making soup out of them for supper. We made our sup
per out of deer meat and soup from the bones of reindeer on that niglit. 

And the court then, at 1.25 p. m., pending the further examination 
of this witness, adjourned, to meet on Monday, the 4th day of Decem
ber, 1882, at 10 a. m. 

FORTY-SEVENTH DAY. 

NAYY DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, D. C., Monday, December 4,1882-10 a. m. 

The court met pursuant to the adjournment of Saturday, December 
2,1882. 

Present, Commodore William G.Temple, United States Navy, presi
de.rrt; Capt .• Jo.seph ~. Miller, United States Navy, Commander Ered
erlCk V. McNaIr, Ulllted States Navy, members; and Master Samuel 
C. Lemly, United States Navy, judge-advocate. 

The record of the proceedings of Saturday, Deeember 2 1882 the forty· 
sixth day of the inquiry, was then read, 'and, after co;recti~g clerical 
errors, approved. 

Seaman W. F. C. NINDEMANN, the witness under examination then 
came in .and continued his answer to the pending question, as follows: 

QuestIOn repeated by the JUDGE-ADYOCATE. Give a detailed narra
tiYe of the events which transpired with the first cutter's party from the 
date of the separation of the boats on September 12, 1881. . 

The WITNESS. On the morning of September 23 after breakfast the 
deer meat was equally divided between the part~. We then made a 
st~rt along the rI~er bank to the south. After traveling about four 
~lllle;s we had to go mto the eastward across a small river. After cross
mg It we walked across. a point of land, when we struck the river again 
and then followed the rIver bank. Halts were made three or four times 
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waiting for the sick to come up. At noon we halted for dinner, about 
half an hour, and then started to the south again ulltilnight, when we 
found a place when' there was plenty of drift-wood. The captain then 
gave orders to halt for the night. Fire was then started; we took our 
supper. After supper everybody was sent out to get up wood enough 
to last during the night. Everybody crowded near the fire, as near as 
possible, to keep himself warm and pass the night in waiting until day
light. 

On the morning of the 24th, after breakfast, the captain gave orders 
to take the men and try to makea raft. Hethoughtthatif he could make 
a raft to carryall hands that we would get along faster, on account of 
the sick. Everybody then started to work dragging driftwood near the 
water; when we had driftwood enough we started to make a raft. We 
were ohliged to launch the raft before finishing it. After we had her 
launched and had finished her up, we then got up poles about 15 or 20 
feet long for to shove the raft along with. I think that almost every
body went on the raft except three who walked along the river bank. 
We then tried to push the raft off, but we fORnd when everybody got 
on to it she settled pretty well down and stuck in the mud. We worked 
for about an hour trying to get her off, but it was no use. At the other 
end of the raft the water was so deep we could not reach the bottom 
with about a 20-foot pole. A strong current was setting in to the north. 
When the captain found that we could not get her afloat he gave orders 
for ew.rybody to take up his load and to walk ashore. We worked to 
the southward for a little while and halted for dinner. After dinner 
we started on again to the southward along the river bank until night 
came and until we found a place where there was driftwood enough, to 
last us during the night. We then bad supper; a watch was set to keep 
the fire going/and everybody made themselves as comfortable as they 
could during the night. 

On the morning of the 25th we started again along the ri,-er bank 
until noon and then halted for dinner. After dinner, started again and 
walked on until the afternoon, when we halted for a while to rest. Me 
and Alexy walked up the river bank to see what we could see. Look
ing to the southward it seemed to us as if there was a hut. We told 
the captain; the captain then gave orders to start on our march again; 
we struggled on until about six o'clock aud we reached the hut; here 
we halted. The captain gave oruers for everybody to go out and get 
up wood enough for the night. When that was done we had our snp
per, and after supper everybody laid down for the night. On getti,ng 
to the hut we found there was quite a large river runuing into the east-
ward that was open. . 

On the morning of the 26th, after we had our breakfast, the captam 
gave me orders to take the men and to construct a raft to carry about 
five hands. as the distance was too long to go to the eastward and to 
try to work round it. We had to go about a half a mile up the river 
before we foulld driftwood enough to make a raft. Everybody then 
went to work to drag the lumber down to the beach. As we only had 
five lashings we could not do any better than lash a, frame together out 
of four sticks and then put the cross-pieces across, fastening the line 011 

the forward and after end of the raft and haul it as tight as we possi
bly could to keep the sticks from washing off. We went up to the hut, 
got a few boards that were there, made paddles out of them, and then 
launched theraft. Tbecaptain told meto take five people across. After 
w~ had shoved the raft oft· into the deep water we found that she sunk 
WIth us almost up to our knees, but still we managed to paddle across 



186 LOSS OF THE' STEAMER JEANNETTE. 

and to land three persons. We then got back ag~in and took on five 
more at least three more, five all told. The capt am asked me whether 
she ~ould not carry another. I told him that she would not, as she was 
pretty wellloaaed with five on it. But ~e sent o~ two more and told 
us to shove off. As soon as we shoved off and got mto the deep water 
the raft sunk with us· a good many cross-pieces washed off, and we 
were obliged to put he; back on the beach. The captain then asked 
what to do now and I told him the only thing we could do was to haul 
the raft up agai~ and to repair it. After the raft was repaired, took on 
five people and got across all right. We kept on crossing until we got 
everybody across. The m~st of us all got wet through. W~ had to 
stop on the other side to bUIld a fire to get our clothes dry agam. The 
current in the river was setting to westward here into the big river. 
After everybody was dry we started on our march across the point of 
land until we struck the main river again and started along It to the 
southward. Here the walking was quite good and we made quite a 
good day's work. By this time Boyd and Ah Sam had got a good deal 
better than they were when we started, but Erichsen was getting worse. 
When evening came we halted under the bank of the river for the night. 
We took our supper and everybody was sent out again to get wood for 
the night. Here we had very little rest; it was blowing quite fresh 
and the weather was very cold. 

On the morning of the 27th we had onr' breakfast; after breakfast me 
and Alexy went up on the river bank to see what we could see. He 
sighted some deer away to the eastward. He told the captain of it; he 
told ns to take our rifles and see whether we could get one or two. Me 
and Alexy Rtarted off and went towards the deer. The wind was from 
the southeast at this time, and we kept to leeward of them, so thes 
could not smell us. When we got Ileal' enough to the deer and we 
thought they conld see us, we had to crawl on onr hands and knees for 
a couple of hundred yards. We then got onto a fresh water pond and 
that gave us shelter, so that the deer could not see us. It was quite a 
distance across it; we got over to the other side. The deer were within 
about 200 yards of us then. We had ,no shelter and were obliged then 
to crawl on our hands and knees again. Every time the deer would 
look we would stop, and when they commenced eating again then ad
vance again until we got within about 50 yards of them. Each one then 
picked out the largest deer, both of lIS ready to fire. Alexy whispered 
to me to fire. He shot the deer that he aimed at. My rifle missed 
fire. The deer then commenced to run. There were several rounds 
fired after that, but they did not hit any thing. It was a large buck 
that he killed, and weighed about as mnch as the two t.hat he shot 
before, as they were very small. The men had heard the firing and the 
captain had sent everybody outto get the deer. The deer was dragged 
into the camp and was equaUy di,ided between the party, and we then 
started ont along the river bank. At noon time we halted for an hour 
for dinne~, a~d t~en started out a~ain until night. That night there 
was. nothmg III sIght; we were obhged to camp under the river bank 
ag~m, an~ on the morning of the 28th we struggled along until about 
2. 0 cl~)Ck III the afternoon, when me and Alexy went up the river bank, 
sIghtmg a hut to the south of us. Here we were obliged to walk on 
the top of the river bank; we had to walk among the moss andsllo w, 
sometImes up to our knees. It was very hard work and we had to rest 
about every t~n min.utes waiting for the sick to co~e up. We got to 
the h~t at 4 0 clock m the afternoon, and the captain ordered a halt for 
the mght. Here we found a large river running into the eastward, an 
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open, but very. little young ice in it. Everybody was sent out to get 
wood for the mght and to start a big signal fire at that point of the river 
bank. Me and Alexy took a stroll off to the eastward to see if we could 
see anything which would pay. We did not fall in with anything nor 
see any tracks of any kind. After returning to the hut we had our 
supper. It was getting dark. The captain gave orders to light a signal 
fire outside. vVhen it was lit everybody turned in for the night. 

Ou the morning of the 29th it was blowing quite fresh from the north
west and the snow was drifting. After we took our breakfast the cap
tain sent'everybody out to get wood for the day and enough to start 
another signal fire at night. He then told me, said he, "Nindemann, 
we have to do something here; it seems to be quite a large river, run
ning into the eastward. We must try to cross somehow." Said he, 
" I want you to see whether you can find wood euough to make a raft 
to cross the river on." I told him there was no use for me to go to the 
northward alvng the river, as we had seen but very little drift wood np 
above coming down. I then went my way along the river bank to the 
eastward, but did not find wood enough anywhere to construct a raft. 
Alexy was sent at the same time before me,and I fell in with him again 
about 5 miles to the eastward of the hut. It then was blowiug quite 
fresh and the snow commenced to drift pretty hard. We kept on, going 
to the eastward until we found a river running more to the southward 
and eastward, and kept on, following' it for some time, when we came up 
to a small fishing hut that was new and built during the summer. Here 
we found a couple of small pieces of fish and fresh wood shavings. We 
staid here for a little while, and then went outside to look around, and 
found some deer horns lying around the hut and a piece of a kyak. At 
this time the weather had cleared off a little, and we could see to the 
southward and eastward on the ri,er bank a lot of poles and rails. It 
was then about 2 o'clock in the afternoon, and it was time for me to re
turn to the hut. The captain had told me not to stay too long or get lost, 
as the weather was quite bad when we started. On walking along the 
river we noticed in some places that the river was frozen over, but not 
strong enough for anybody to go across. On arriving at the hut the 
captaiu asked me whether I had found driftwood enough to make a raft. 
I told him all the distance I had been, but had not seen driftwood enough 
to make a raft; but about 3 miles to the east of us was a place where 
there was young fresh ice tbat had frozen together, and if the weat.her 
continued as cold during the night as it had been during the day we 
would probably be able to get across it to-morrow. It was then about 
evening, and we had our supper; the signal fire waR started, and every
body tumed in for the night. 

On the morning of the 30th the wind had moderated and there was 
very little snow drift.. We took our breakfast, and the captain sent 
everybody out again to get our wood for the day and for the signal fire 
at night. He told me and Alexy to go away to the eastward on the 
river bank and see whether the ice was strong enough to cross it. We 
started off and got to the place, tried the ice three or four times, but it 
broke through when we walked on it. A little further we struck a place 
~here we got on good ice. We had to feel our way across the young 
ICe very carefully. The ice was all full of holes. We managed to g·~t 
across all right, and we got over on the river bank to look around agalll 
to see anything of importance. We then started back to tbe hut ~nd 
told the captain that we had crossed the river and back, about 5 mIles 
to the east of us. and I thought if everybody was very car~ful that we 
could get across without breaking throngh. He asked me If I had ex-
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amined the ice in the river that we came along on. I told him, "No." I 
said that there was not any ice on the way 1 came along; that the ice 
was not strong enough to get across. He then said, "You had better go 
and try it." I went np a half a mile to the northward as the river was 
still open to the west and south of the hut, but to the north the young 
ice had formed right across the river. When we got there .1 fo?-~d the 
ice was not strong enough. 1 went back and told the captam of It, and 
he asked me whether I thought the ice would be strong enough to
morrow. I said to him that I hardly thought it would, the ice was too 
thin. He then said "Nindemann, we have got to do something for 
Erichsen. Erichsen is getting worse every day, and by the time we get 
ready to start he will not be a1>le to walk any more." He asked me if 
I conld not find some way to make a sleigh for him, and I told him, 
"Yes I would try it." I found an old plank laying ontside of the hut, 
abOUt' 4 feet long and 6 inches thick by 12 or 13 inches wide. I had 
nothing else but an old dull hatchet. I started to hew the plank to 
about 2~ inches thick, then split it for the two runners. I rounded off 
the ends, and as we had no nails nor auger to bore a hole with, I had to 
get to work and take a little doctor's saw to dovetail the ?ross pieces 
into the runners and then wedged them. It was a1>out mght when I 
had the sleigh finished, and at this time supper was ready. We had our 
:supper and turned in for the night. Before turning in we lit the signal 
fire. 

On the morning' of October 1 the captain told me, after breakfast, he 
wanted me and Alexy to try the ice on the main river. We started 
,down, feeling our way, getting on to it. We got on a little way when 
the ice commenced to crack, and we were obliged to return back until 
we found some ice that looked more strong, and we managed to feel our 
,way across. The ice was cracking underus all the time. 19ot a little stick 
to feel our way with; by setting it down a little hard on the ice it would 
drop right throngh, so that we worked right hard in some places in the 
river to get across. The captain had seen us from the hut as we crossed 
the river. He started the men ont with their loads. By this time I 
had got across again, and the men told me that they had orders to start 
across the river with their loads. I told them they had better wait until 
I had seen the captain. They then stopped, and I told the captain in 
what condition the ice was, and that I was not certain that everybody 
would get across without getting wet. He said, "Nindemann, we can't 
stay here any longer; we have got to do something'. You go ahead and 
show the men the road, and let them follow you." I then started out 
again, with the men, picking out the road, and assisting them to drag 
t~eir load behind them, and not get too close together, but keep some 
dIstance apart. Got across all right with the first load. As we had 
only taken one-half of the load that each man had to carry, and, there
fore, had to go back again for the rest of it. After we got everything 
across, went up to the hut to get Erichson. At tbis time I saw some 
toes lying: outside of the but. Kaack was standing outside of the hut. 
I asked hIm what that was. He told me that while we had crossed the 
river, the doctor had cut off all of Erichsen's toes. Erichsen at this 
time could n?t walk and he had to be carried by Noros and Iverson 
down to t~e flver bank. As soon as we got him down there he was put 
.ou the sleIgh and the two men dragged him across. For this we had 
to have a long, drag-rope, and the men had to be quite a distance apart 
so that the,weIgh~ would not be all in one place. We ,managed to get 
-across all rIght WIthout anybody getting in the water, and we then fol
lowed along the west bank of the river to the southward. About ten 
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o'clock we struck quite a large river running into the southwest. We 
crossed this river, feeling our way across it, as the ice was not very 
heavy or very thick, and here and there were holes of open water. When 
we got ~cross we haltel~ on a point of land to ~ake a rest. Getting up 
on the rIver bank, lookmg along, we saw that It was quite a large river, 
to the southward aud westward, and had lots of large holes of open water 
in the river, but we could not see any huts along the river bank. I told 
the captain it was quite a large river, running to the southward and west
ward, bnt he said that could not be the river because it ran too far to the 
westward. But looking around we sighted a hut on the east side of the 
river, but as we had left a hut only that morning we did not care about 
going over to see whether there was anything to be found or not. After 
we had rested for some time we started along the river to the southward 
again, still on the west bank of the river. At noon we halted again for 
half an hour and had dinner. After dinner we sta~ed again to the 
southward along the river bank. About 5 o'clock we got up to another 
river, running in to the southward and westward and crossed it. It was 
getting dark by this time, and we halted for the night. The captain 
sent every body out to get up wood enough for the night. The wind 
at this time was blowing quite fresh from the southeast, and we set up 
our pieces of tent for weather cloths as near the fire as we could, and 
then everybody made themselves as comfortable as they could for the 
night. 

And the court then, at 11.55 a. m., took a recess until 12.15 p. m., 
and then reconvened, with all the members, the judge-ad vocate and the 
witness under ex amination present. 

And the witne ss then continued his answer to the pending question, 
as follows: 

We got very little sleep during the night, the weather was very 
cold and the wind blowing pretty fresh. On the morning of October 
2, after breakfast, started on . the march along the river bank, to the 
southward, and walked until about 11 o'clock. We found the river run 
out dry. We got upon the rh-er bank to look around, as it looked to 
us, a little to the eastward, as if it was a large river. We got across to 
the eastward, the snow being pretty deep, and it was hard work to get 
through it; but we managed to make the river, finding it to be quite a 
large river and running somewhere near south. We kept on this river, 
on the west bank, until night, and camped down with no shelter, and 
the wind still blowing very fresh. We managed to pass the night with 
very little rest, and on the morning of the 3d we had our breakfast and 
started south again. Traveled on some distance, when we saw a lot of 
fox-traps on the east bank of the river. The captain gave orders to go 
across the river. When we got across we halted. Alexy and me went 
up the river bank to see what the fox-traps were baited with. We 
found they were baited with old fish heads, and in overhauling a couple 
of them we ran across some man's tracks, which looked like his being 
there about four or six days before us, going south. We followed up 
his tracks for some time, and then we lost them, and returning we told 
the captain what we had seen. He then gave orders to start south 
again along the east bank of the river. We kept along for about an 
hour, and we found the river turning to the eastward. There were big 
holes of open water. We halted here, and the captain told me to go 
around the point and see whether the ice was strong enough to go 
around. I felt my way around the point for quite a distance, but the ice 
was getting risky all the time. It was not safe to advance on it further. 
I then turned back and told the captain the condition of the ice. We 
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started back along the west bank of the river, and going o~ for a short 
distance we found the river that we saw now was gettlllg smaller, 
and by this time had almost run out to nothing. Coming over some 
lowland for about a couple of hundred yards we found a small river 
making to the south' we marched along on it; it was getting larger; 
we soon saw open wa'ter ahead of us. I got up on the east bank of this 
river about 4 o'clock in the afternoon. The rIver here was all open and 
just enough ice on the e&ge of it to march along o~ the ~iver. "Alexy 
and me were finding the wa;r along. We were qUIte a httle dIstance 
ahead at this time. It was snowing and blowing pretty fresh from the 
southeast; All at once we heard somebody hallooing behind us, and 
looking around we found Captain De Long, Mr. Collins, and Gortz up. to 
their necks in water. A lot of people tned to get them out as qUIck 
as they could, but llefore they got out, they we.re sokaiug we~ through. 
A little before this we had halted, and gomg up the nver bank 
Al8xy sighted a hut to the eastward, and one to the southward on 
the river that we were going along on. The weather was getting so 
bad that the captain asked me what I thought, as to whether they were 
huts or not. I told him that I would not say whether they were huts or 
not. He then asked which I thought was the best hut to go for. I told 
him that I would go to the hut to the southward; that it would be better 
to go there, as it was on our way south. By this time they had got close 
up to the place where Alexy had thought he had seen a hut. The cap" 
tain then told me to run ahead as quick as possible and to find out 
whether it was a hut that we had seen to the southward or not. I got 
upon the river bank; seeing the thing which we thought was a hut 
about four or five hundred yards ahead of me, I fan up to it and ex" 
amined it. I found that it was nothing else but a round hill of earth, 
and in the distance it looked like a hut. I then ran back and told the 
captain there was no hut there. At this time the weather became so 
bad that we could hardly see a hundred yards. The captain· then 
gave orders to haul wood to start a fire as quick as possible. The 
clothes of the men about this time were all frozen stiff, and they kept 
Gn running and stamping their feet to keep from freezing. The fire was 
started as 9.uick as possible, and the wet men got around it as near as 
they COUld. It did not take long to start the fire, but we had hard work 
finding wood, as the wood here was all struck pretty well into the snow 
and set into the river bank. I think we worked about four hours before 
we had wood euough to last us during the night. Here we had little or 
no shelter at all. We tried to take our tents or half teuts for a weather 
cloth, but it"did not make any differeuce where we put it, we could not 
make it shelter us at all. 

At noon-time we had our last pemmican, and we had nothing for sup
per. The captain gave orders to Iverson and Boyd to take the dog to 
some place where nobody would see it, to kill him and dress him. The 
snpper was made ou~ of the head, heart, kidneys, and liver. There 
~ere some men that ~ld not care much about it. They took a little of 
It" but gave most of It away to somebody else. Before supper the cap
taI~ had Alexy sent out to see whether that was a hut. they had sighted 
a lIttle uefore dark to the east of us. Alexy started down and found it 
to be a hut.. On returning he told the captain so. The captain was 
willing to make a start to go to the hut but the weather was so bad 
that ~lexy was afraid he could not find bis way, and we could nO,t do 
anythmg bette:' than to stay there during that night. 

On the morlllllg of the 4th, as soon as daJ'light came, we all got ready 
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to make a start for the hut. It still was blowing and the snow was 
drifting very bad. . 

During the night Erichsen had been put up as close to the fire, lashed 
on his sleigh, as could be, and that morning the doctor found that he 
had taken off his mittens aud had both his hands frozen. He put a 
couple of men to work, Boyd aud herson, I think, to rub his hands, to 
try bj' that means to restore circulation in his hands; but it was no use. 
Bv this timt.' Erichsen was quite senseless, and had for some time lost 
tl;e use of his mouth, so the doctor could not make him swallow any
thing; nothing but a little llOt tea. After the doctor found that he 
could not restore any circulation in Erichsen's hands, we then started 
across to the eastward to find a Imt. We reached the hut about 10 
o'clock; then everybody was sent out to get wood to last us during the 
da~' and night, as we had not had an~T sleep for about three nights. 
After we had wood enough we had our dinner, consisting of a pound of 
dog meat each, then every body went to sleep, and we slept until about 
the next day at dinner time, one man being kept on watch to keep the 
fire going. We then took another meal, and some of us lay down again; 
others sat up and patched their clothes and boots. Just before even
ing everybody was sent out again to get in some wood' to last us duri'1.g 
the night. I believe that evening we had our last tea. 

On the morning of the 6th the wind was still blowing from the north
east and the snow was drifting. The captain sent everybody out to get 
wood, and told me to stay in the hut. After everybody had left the hut 
the captain asked me, says he, "Nindemfmn, do you think you are 
strong enough to make a forced march of 25 miles to go to Ku Mark 
Surk~" I told him "yes," that" I would try." He told me I could take 
any man I wanted except Alexy. He then asked me who I was going 
to take. I told him I would take N O1'os. He said, why not take I ver
son, as he thought he was a stronger man. I told him that he was then 
complaining about his feet, a couple of days ago. The doctor hearing this, 
he sai(l that he thought N oros would be a stronger man to make a march. 

The doctor then asked the captain w)iether he could go to sleep, as he 
had not had any sleep that night and had slept but very little for two 
days while in the hut. The c>\ptain told him" yes." While me and the 
captain were talking of the march to Ku Mark Surk, he told me that 
he did not have milch to give me, but that he would give me a couple of 
pounds of dog meat, a little alcohol, ammunition, and a rifle, and for me 
to go ahead and do the best I could. If I did not find any assistance 
at Ku Mark Surk I was to go as far as Ajaket, and that was about 45 
miles, I think he said, to the south of Ku Mark Surk. He then told 
Mr. Collins to make a copy of his chart from the place where we were 
as far as a little to the southward of Bulun. While we were talking 
about the march the doctor had woke up again. He sat up, looking at 
Eri?hsen and saying "it is all over with him." The captain then said 
"Nmdemann, we will all go together now." He then asked me where 
the best place was to bury him, and I told him that as we had no im
plements to make a hole in the ground, and as the ground was f~ozen 
hard the best way would be to have him lie in the hut. He studwd a 
little while and said, "The seaman's grave is the water, anyhow, and 
therefore we will bury him ill the river." He then gaye me orders to 
have a couple of men sew him up in canyas. I told Noros an,d Kaa:ck 
to take the flaps of the tent, which 'we used for a door, to sew hIm up Ill, 

and to tell some otiJer men to go and break some sods oft' the river bank 
to put in between and around his feet to weight him with. After this 
was done we coyered him up with our flag. The captain then called 
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everybody in and read prayers for the dead. It was th~n about noon
time They took Erichsen outside of the hut and took hIm down to the 
rive; bank 'on two sticks. A hole was then cut in the ice, the captain 
read the bnrial service Erichsen was stuck in the hole, the tide taking 
him away under the ic~. We then fired three shots over his grave and 
returned to the hut. 

On returning to the hut we found an old board. The captain told me 
to cut Erichsen's name on it and the day he died, the day of the month, 
and the expedition that he had been on, and to fasten it up somewhere. 
The only place I could find to fasten it was to stick it up over tbe, door 
on the outside. 

We tben had tbe last oftbe dog meat for dinner. After dinner tbe 
captain told me to go and have a look at the weatber; that if the weather 
was good enougb we were going to make a start soutb. I w~nt out, but 
it was still snowing and blowing, and we could not see any dIstance. I 
told tbe captain bow the weatber was; tbat it was not fit to travel, as 
we could not see wbere we were going to. He then said he would wait 
until the weatber moderated. Everybody tben was sent out again to 
get more wood to last during the night. After we had wood enough 
everybody retired for the night. _ . 

And the court then, at 1 p. m., pending the further exammatlOn of 
this witness, adjourned to meet to-morrow, the 5th day of December, 
1882, at 10.30 a. m. 

FOR'rY-EIGHTH DAY. 

NAVY DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, D. G., Tuesday, December 5, 1882-10.30 a. m. 

The court met pursuant to tbe adjournment of yesterday. 
Present, Commodore William. G. Temple, United St,ates Nav~T, presi

dent; Capt. Joseph N. Miller, United States Navy; Commander Fred
erick V. McNair, United States Navy, members; and Master Samuel C. 
Lemly, United States Navy, judge-advocate. 

By request of the judge-advocate the reading of the record of tbe 
proceedings of yesterday, December 4, 1882, tbe forty-seventh day of 
inqniry, was deferred. 

Seaman W. F. C. NINDEMANN, tbe witness under examination, tben 
came in and continued his answer to tbe pending question, which was 
repeated by tbe judge-advocate, as follows: 

Give a detailed narrative of the events which transpired with the 
first cutter's party frOlll the date of the separation of the boats, Septem
ber 12, 1881. 
T~e WI'l'NESS. On the morning of the 7th the weather was still bad, 

but It was clear en?ugh to see about tbree or fonr hundred yards abead 
of us. Before leavmg the hut tbe captain left a record wbich he bad 
done in all tbe huts we had been in before and one at the cache before 
leaving the coast. A Wincbester rifle wa~ left in the first but we came 
to after leaving the coast. The captain tben ordered a start to be 
made across the river, and we walked abont 3 miles over a low sand
spit until we struck a river again that ran to the southward. We 
found here that everybody after getting out of the hut was smoke bliud, 
a.nd could see but a short distance ahead of us. After following the 
rIver for some time, the river took a turn to the eastward and almost 
rltn dry. Here we found a lot of drift-wood that was piled up about 7 
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or 8 feet high. The captain ordered a halt here; the fire was started. 
We had some alcohol to mix with water. After we had finished our 
grog we started to the eastward along a dry, river bed. ",Valking for 
about an hour, we struck quite a large river again. The captain's in
tention was to cross this river over to the eastward, and 11e asked me 
to try the ice and see whether it was strong enough to go across. I got 
on to it a little ways; it broke through up to my knees. On getting out 
I looked around and fOl1nd t11at the doctor and captain had followed 
me aud both of them had broke through up to t11eir waists. We then 
got ashore again; the captain ordered a fire to be made, and we camped 
down to get our clothes dried. Alexy wellt off hunting; the captain 
told him not to stay away 11unting longer than all hour, but as Alexy 
did not understand him right., he staid until late in the e\'ening. On 
returning to the camp he fetched with him one ptarmigan, and told us 
he had shot another one but just wounded him, and the bil'd flew over 
into t.he river where Alexy could not get him. He here told the cap
tain that further to the southward the river was all open, and that he 
had seen a good many trees in the river. It was then too latb to make 
a start. We staid there during the night., and when the morning ar
rived the captain ordered a start again. We walked alollg t11e west 
bank of the river to the southward. About 10 o'Clock we struck a river 
that ran to the westward. It was open in some places, the water stand
ing on the ice. I tried three or four times to get onto it, but found 
that I broke through all the time, and we were ohliged to get away 
into the westward to find a place where we could cross. On crossing 
a good many of us got wet, but we :-;tuck to it until noon, when wei got 
to.some drift-wood and the captain ordered uS to have diuner. After 
we had finished our grog and had rested a lIttle while, we started along 
to the southward again. After we had walked for about an hour we 
struck anice, sandy beach that ran pretty well south. By this time the 
wind was from the southeast, and it started snowing again. Got along 
pretty fast over the sand spits, and about 3 o'elock in the afternoon we 
found that there was a small river making in between the sand-spit and 
the high river bank. Here we tried to wade across, but the water was 
too deep, and there was nothing else left for us to do but we had to go 
back to the northward. 

Alexy and me had the lead.. We fonnd we were getting pretty 
well ahead, and looking around saw that the rest of the party were sit
ting down. Shortly after that we started off again, walking a short dis
tance and sat down again. At this time I saw that the captain was 
pretty well played, and I walked baek and asked him to let me carry 
his load, but he told me, "Nindemann, I am all right, and you go ahead 
and I will follow you." I started ahead again, everybody following, and 
got some distance. I had to rest again, filllling that the others were 
resting; I kept on this way for about a half <Ill hom, rmd I turned back 
again. I told the captain'the same thing, but he still Kaid '" Ninc1emann, 
go ahead' I am all rigllt." I made another start and kept ahmg for 
a?out a h~lf an hour, when I found tile captain and .the doetor q~lite a 
dIstance behind again. At this time it, was about a mIle and a half from 
the river bank and I started back again and asked the captain once 
more to let me ~arry his bundle and he said again, "Nindemann, take 
the resi of the men'and go ahea'd and find a place, when you get to the 
~igh river bank, for camping during the night, and I will be up by that 
time." The doctor and the captain stayed togetMr. I and t11~ rest of 
the men walked ahead until we struck the river bank. On gettmg here 
to the river bank I walked to the westward and to the north ward a short 

H. Ex. 108--13 
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dista,nce but could not find any place where there was shelter of any 
kind no~' would the bank of the river here break the wind. I picked out 
the best place I could find. The .men w~re started out to get drift-wood 
for the niO'ht hut. there vms ver~-lIttle dnft-wood here, and we only could 
afford to lO' st,~rt a ;;mall fire. By this time the captain and the doctor 
came np, and they ealled lI1e to olle side and asked me whether I had 
fouud a place for the night. I told them t,hat the place we had was the 
best place we could find, and that. we had but very little drift-wood for 
burnilw dllring tlle night.. He then wall ted to know how far off the place 
was wl~ere we llad our dinner, and said tbere was plenty of dri.ft·wood 
there. I told lliul it was probably a distance of five miles yet. He theu 
said, "Well, w~o Imve got to make the best of,i.t for ~o-night"; an~ sa~d 
that he was gOlUg' t.o send 1l1J--self and Noros trom 111m the first thmg' III 
the morning, and went on t.o say that he knew I would do all a man 
could do. We made a. little hot water to mix with the alcohol, drank 
it and theu 0\T erybody sat as Ileal' the fire as he could. It was blowing 
q{lite hard, and tl1e snow was drifting, and there was IlO way of laying 
down along side of tile fire, nor was there room enough for ever;ybody 
to get a.round it. The watch was kept as usual during the night. I 
asked the captain if Noros and I bad to stand watch during the night. 
He said, "No; that we mnst get all the sleep that we could." 

Ou the morniug of October 9 the weather had moderated, and the 
weather was quito clear. We theu had our grog; after grog we bad 
prayers, and the captain called me to one side and said, "Nindemann, 
I think yon have got to go only about twelve miles to a settlement 
called Ku Mark Snrk, and 1 think that you and Noros can make it in' 
three days, or, at the longest, four." I then told the captain that T 1}ad 
but very little hope of tillrling assistance. He then said, "Nindemann, 
do the best you can; if you find assistance come back as quick as pos
sible, and if you do not yon are as well off as we are; you see the con
dition we are in." He then said he was goiug to give me written in
struetion::; on fir::;t going off, bnt that he had changed his mind and 
thonght tllat if I found people they would not be able to read it. He 
then told me to keep on the west bank of the river and not leave it if I 
could help it, a.s I would not find any drift· wood on the east side, nor 
natives; if there were any they ought to be on the west side. He 
then told me not to wade and not to let N oros wade, but to keep out of 
the water, and to walk a,rouml it if we could. He then called N oros and 
told him he was going with me, and that llC was to obey any order that 
~ might give him. \Ve then lightened ourselves of everything we had, 
Just the. ~Jothes we stood in. The captain gave me a rifie, 40 rounds of 
ammnllltlOn, and about;) ounces of alcohol. When we wt3re ready to 
start, shook hands with everybody, auel, starting np the river bank, they 
gave us ,three cheers, and we started on our journey. 

QuestlOn by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. How many days' provisions had 
you, sufficient to sustaill life on reduced rations when you landed from 
the first cutter September 17, 1881? ' 

The VVITNESS. I think about 6 (bys. 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOOA'l'E. Why, if you know, did Lieut. 

Commander De, Long refuse to allow you to take Alexy with you, when 
you separated from the first cutter's party to attempt the forced mlLrch 
~~M~S~' ' 

The WI'l'NE~S. The simple reason was that Alexy was a good hunter 
an.d the captam wanted to keep him, telling me that if there was any· 
thl11g to.hunt that I could hunt for myself. 

QuestlOn by the JUDGE-ADVOCA.'l'E. What in detail was the physical 
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condition of the first cutter's part.y when you separated from it, Octo-
ber 9, 1881 ¥ . -

_ The WITN~SS. There ~vas. nO.t much difference between any of them 
except Captam De Long; hIs feet gave out; his health was as good as 
any of them. Lee was about the same. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOC,A.TE. Have you any further statement 
to make in relation to the events which transpired with the first cutter's 
party, from the date of the separation of the boats until you and N oros 
went ahead for relief OIl the 9th day of October, 1881 "I . If :','('30, make 
it now. 

The WITNESS_ No, sir. 

The court then examined the witness, as follows; 
Question by the COURT. -While the first cutter was mIming before the 

gale of September 12, 1861, and just before the mast carried away, how 
would you have regarded t.he evolution of rounding to-attended with 
danger or otherwise 'I 

The WITNESS. I t.hink there would have been some danger, as the sea 
was running very high and breaking at times. 

Question by the COUWl'. During the gale of September 12, 1881, you 
have stated in effect that the first cutter shipped a good deal of water 
when the mast carried away. Did the wat.er come on board when be
fore the wind or when the sea was abeam "? 
i- The WITNESS. Slie shipped her water when the sea was abeam. It 
rolJedin right over the wash-board. 

Question by the COURT. Describe fully how the wash-board was fitted 
to the first cutter, and, if you know, what was the difference between 
this one and those fitted on the whale-boat and second cutter. 

The WITNESS. There were sockets fitted along the gunwale of the 
boat, and wooden stanchions to fit t.he sockets. The stanchions were 
about 18 inches high. A piece of canvas, about 20 inches, was tacked 
on the outside. The top part of it was leeched with a thin line. The 
wash-board was so rigged that it could be put up ill about three seconds 
and t.aken dOWll in three seconds. When it was down it was stopped 
up on the outsi(le of the boat with a half a dozen stops, and the stan
chions were unshipped and put where they were handy. The wash
board extended as far forward as t.he mast, abreast of the mast. The 
forward part of the boat was covered in with the boat cover, hauled out 
to the mast and stretched down to the sides of the boat, so that the 
water could not break into tue boat. The waslr-board ran not qnite 
around the stern, as it would have been in the way of the tiller. During 
the night of the gale me and Erichsen hung a piece of canvas over our 
heads, and letting the canvas drag astern so tuat the s~a would not 
break into it. This did not I,eep all the water out, but. It kept out a 
good deaL I think the w hale- boat's was something s~milar to hers, but 
could not be taken down as quick a::-l the one we hftcl ~n the fil~st cutter. 
The second cutter bad vCO'ry low wash-boal'ds, abo~t 6 lIlches lrlg~. The 
after ::part of the wash-board was fitted out of boards; the forward 
part out of canvas. How they had the stanchions exactly fitted I can
not say, but I know they had a top-gallant forecastle aL)()ut the same way 
as the whale-boat and the first cutter. 

Question by the OOURT. Did not the second cutter set hig~er out of 
the water than either of tbe ot·her boats "/ If so, how mnch hlgber ~ 

The WITNESS .. I thiuk the second cutter set about two inches higber 
in the water than the otber boats. . 

Question by the COURT. Do you tbink the first cutter would hav 
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lived through the gale if she had not been fitted with wash-boatds, or if 
these wash-boards had been a foot lower? 

Tne WITNESS. No, sir; the first cutter could not have lived through 
the gale if it had not beeu for the wash-boards, or if the wash-boards had 
been a foot lower. 

Question by the COUR1'. When you were ordered by Lieutenant De 
Long, on October 6 and 9, 1881, to make a forced march, did others 
wish to go with you ~ And, ifso, state all you know about the matter. 

The WITNESS. Not that 1 know of~ sir. 
The court was here, by request of a member, cleared for deliberation, 

and afterwards reopened; and then, at 12 ill., took a recess until 12.30 
p. m., and then reconvened with all the members, the judge-advocate, 
and the witness nnder examination present. 

The judge-advocate then resumed his examination of the witness, as 
follows: ' 

Question by the JUDGE ADVOCATE. Give a detailed narrative of your 
journeyiIigi' in company with Noros, after leaving the firl':tcntter's party 
and until you met Mr. Melville, of the whale-boat's party, at Bulun. 

The WITNESS. Before starting the captaiu gave me a copy' of a chart 
that he was working by, pointing out the river we were on, and sta,ting 
that we only had one more river to cross before reaching Ku Mar);: 
Surk. . 

The witness here produced the chart in question, which the judge-ad
vocate placed before the court, and a certified copy, marked U U'2, is 
appended to the record. The witness here referring to the chart pointed 
out to the court tbe place, island of Tet Ary, where Lieut. Commander 
De Long supposed hisparty to be when Nindemann and ~oros were 
sent ahead for relief. ' 

The WITNESS. We then started along the river bank to the westward 
until we found a place where we could cross. Bere we had to get long 
poles to put on the young ice to walk on until we got quite a little dis
tance on the river, where ,the ice was strong enough to bear us. On 
getting off on the other side it broke through, where the water was not 
deep enough to fill our boots. We then cut across around to the south 
until we struck the river about 200 yards up. We struck the river and 
found the ruins of two huts. Here the river was still open, and the ice 
was running in it. We walked alollg th~ river bank until about noon, 
when we saw a ptarmigan sitting on what we thought was a heavy 
piece of drift-wood. I fired at him and shot his tail-fe'lthers out, but 
the bird flew away. On getting up and examining the place we saw 
that it was a kyak. It was turned bottom up. We broke it out of the 
snow to see whether there was anything' under it, and there was noth
ing. vVe then put it back again alld started south fur about a balf an 
hom:, when we, made a halt to make us a little grog. While we were 
gettmgfire-wood, and "'hen we had enough, Noros started tbe fire alld 
at this time,I saw eight or ten ptarmigan within about 50 yards ~f us. 
I t?o,k tb~ nfle and crawled up to tbem. I got witl1in about 25 yards, 
waltmg tIll I had three or four in line. I then fired. I killed bnt one 
of them. , I cooked, that and we made dinner out of it. The ptarmigan 
are the SIze of a pIgeon, but have' not so much meat. In the winter 
time there is very little of them. 

During the moming we looked around quite often to see whether our 
comrades w~re follO\:ving us, but we could not see anything of them. 

The captam had SaId before we started that he was o'oinU' to get ready 
as soon as he could and follow in our footsteps. Aft:r w: had finisl1ed 
our bird we started south again, sometimes walking along the river and 
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sometimes the top of the river bank. The walking on top of the river 
bank was very hard on a,ccount of the deep snow, and the snow not be
lrlg 'hard enough to bear us. So whenever we could we walked along 
below the river bank, as it was better walking. 

A):JOut 3 o'clock we struck aYother river, in to the westward, hut here 
we only had to go about a mile in to the west, where we found a place 
where we could cross. After crossing we picked up the main river 
ljIgiLin. Walking on for about an hour, Wtl found a big flat-boat that 
was shoved up on the beach. There were only the ribs, two planks on 
each side, and the bottom planks. The rest of the planks were all taken 
ojf, probably by some natives. We halted here for a short time to take 
a re8t, and then started off again. A little before dark I saw something 
to the westward that I thought at the first going off were huts. Then 
it looked to me as if something was moving around them. [could not 
make out for certain what ~t was, and going along a little farther we 
found they were deer. At this time we had got pretty well to the south
·ward and eastward of the deer, or where the deer were, on a large, 
smooth plain. I then left my blanket with N oros and walked toward 
the deer. I got within about a thousand yards of them, and some of 
them stood up. They commenced to eat. I then crawled on my hands 
and knees within about 300 yards of them, but as the wind was from 
the southeast they could smell me. As soon as they smelled me they 
started to run. I kept firing three or four shots at them, but did not 
get anything. The deer started to ruu to the westward; I kept on 
watching them until they- were out of sight. 1 then returned back to 
Noros, Noras baying, "Nindemanu, it is too bad you did not kill any
thing that time." I told him" I tried hard enough." W e th~u started 
to tbe south agaiu uutil it was quite dark. The wind was quite fresh. 
We camped down on a point of land where a big bay made in to the 
westward. We got fire-wood enough to last us during the night, and 
started afire. We made ourselves some warm tea, and had a boot-sole, 
which we soaked in water and then burnt it to a ernst, and took it 
along with our Arctic willow tea. After that we made bags of our 
blankets, and then crawled into them to lay down alongside of the fire, 
as near as possible, and rested for the night. The fire would get low, 
and anybody that feIt cold would get up, put more wood on the fire, 
then lay down again. 

On the morning of the 10th we had a little Arctic willow tea and 
another boot-Role. After that we started to the westward, about 9 
o'clock; then turned around to the south west. It commenced blowing, 
and the suow was drifting so that we could not see 50 yards ahead 
of us sometimes. Now and then it would let up a little, so that we 
could see a point of land, taking our bearings as near ,as we cOI~ld get 
the way we were going on' but as we went from pomt to pomt we 
found in between them nothing else but small riYers and sand-spits, where 
we bad to wade to get ou the ri ver and to get off of them. Sometimes we 
struck a sand-spit thinking it was the last we would come to, wh~n 
we would find an ether small river that we would have to w[Lde, agam 
getting offand on. This we kept up aU day. I tl~ink we made a ?onrse 
sometimes northwest and west uutil night. Before we halted It was 
quite dark, and it w;'s blowing very hard at the time. We found some 
fire-wood and tried to start a fire but the wind was so hard that we 
were unable to start a fire and we gave it up. We then walked along to 
,a place on the bank of th~ river that was pretty high, whe~e there w~s 
a snow-drift. There was nothing else left for us than to dIg a hole m 
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, the snow so as to have a little-sheltflI' for the night. We had nothing 
to dig a hole with but a sheath-l~nife, and I think it mus.t have been 
midnight before we made a hole bIg enoug? to la~ the two of us. :When 
the hole was finished both of us crawled Ill, ClOSIllg the hole behmd us 
to keep tlw snow from drifting in, rolled ourselves up in our blankets, 
and lay there during the night. We did not get any sleep, as both of us 
were wet up to the waist apd had to keep warm knockIllg our feet to
gether to keE\p from freezing. N?ros now and then w~)Uld fal.l offa~leep. 
I let him sleep for about five mmutes, then called hIm, tellmg hIm to 
knock his feet together to keep them from fr~ezing. In this way ~e got 
through until daylig'ht and were glad when It came. We then trIed to 
get out of the hole, aud had quite hard work to ~et out of it, During 
the night the snuw had drifted at the bank, coverI~g_ up the hole we bad 
crawled into 4 or 5 feet. We dug ourselves out, fillmg the hole up be
hind us as we dug our ,way out of it. 

On the morning of the 11th started on our way to the south. 'fhc 
weather was a little better this morniug, and there was very little snow
drift,. We walked until about 12 o'clock, and we found drift-wood 
enough to start a fire. Here we stopped to make ourselves a little 
grog from the three ounces of alcohol the captain had given us, but 
Noros found by feeling in hi;; pocket that the bottle was hroken. We 
then got us some Arctic willow and made tea out of it, and had another 
boot-sole. Toward evening we got up on the river bauk looking around, 
and sighted something to the southward that looked like a hut.. When 
we found it was a hut we crossed the river, where we had to wade to 
get onto the ice and then wade aga,in getting uff of it. We then got 
onto a sand-spit, walking alollg on the bank about a mile or two, when 
we came to another river £luLl had to wade a,gain. After we got across 
the river we only had to go about two hundred yards to get up to the 
hut. This must have been about 5 o'clock in the afternoon. When we 
got there we then got wood enough to htst us during the night, and 
then went to the hut anel stalted a fire. We got SOUle Arctic willow to 
make ourselves some tea" and in this hut we found some deer-boues, 
which we threw in' the fire and bUl'lled them, and then ate them. We 
staid up until 10 o'clock that night drying our clothes, H.l1dlay down 
for the night. 

On the ltlol'lling of the 12th it was blowing a gale from tbe south
east, the_ snow drifting, and w~ could not see anything, and therefore 
were obhg~d t? stay that day m the hut. During the day we made 
some ArctIC WIllow tea and hunted up more bones in the hut burning 
them and eating them. On the morning of the 13th the wedther was 
a little better, but still blowing; but anyhow we could not see enough 
to see how we were going. Here the river to the west of us was all 
open to the southwanl and westward. 'rbe river to the southward and 
eastward wa:s open on the sonth side, with three sDlall mountains. 
'Y orking along the river bank, we noticed a hut 011 the west side of the 
rIver, where we were trying to go on the ice· but the ice breaking 
through, and the water was getting too deep fbI' us and we had to go 
back. :v e kept on walking ~ntil about dinner time, ;itting down a good 
mauy.t,IDles to rest, as the wmd was very strong and we faced it. 

A lIttle tIme after dinner we sighted another hut on the west bank of 
the river. We tried to go on, but the ice again breaking througb we 
ha;d to g? back: We kept on goillg until we got abreast of it, then 
tned the Ice ag:am to go across. We broke through and got back. We 
came back agam to the beach, but found that we could not 0'0 anywhere '" " 
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else; that we had to go on the ice and cross the river. vVe went ao'ain' 
we still kept on. We broke through. Both of us g'ot wet, to our w~ists: 
and we managed to get on the ice that was strong enough to bear us: 
The ice was very slippy, and as we had the wind almost in our face to 
drive us back all the time, we looked around for ~I place where the rip
ples under water had forced themselves into the ice, which had made 
it a little rough, and we could hold on to it a little better. After 
awhile we managed to get across, getting close np to the river bank. 
We saw two crosses standing near the tiver bank. The river bank 
here is about 50 feet high. On going up the riyer bank we found that 
the hut that we had seen was all 11ro1;:en down and was almost snowed 
full. Noros got, then to work. I was stanning outside, looking around, 
looking to the southward, and I saw something black. When Noros 
was' inside trying to make a place to rest during the night I went down 
to the southward to find out what the object ~wa;; that I saw. Finally, 
on getting there, I found that it was a small peaked hut; it had no 
door, and there were fresh wood shavings laying on the ground outside 
of the hut. I then saw two boxes up on the hill. I went up to find 
out what they were. The boxes looked old and decayed, and as we 
wanted wood for the night I commenced to break the box open. After 
having the top part off, I saw there was another box inside that did 
not look quite so old and weather-beaten as the outside one. I broke 
up the covers and found there was [\ dead person in the box, and left 
it. I then went back to tell Noros what I had seen, and told him that 
the small hut waE' a better hut and was big enough for two of us, and 
that we had better put up there for the night. I then walked over to 
pick up all the drift-wood that we could find. I came across one place 
where there were five or six pieces of timber laying close together, frozen 
to the ground. I got a stick, pried them all loose, ,1ml left them as 
they were, pretty clo;;e to t11e hut, and I WetS going on a little further 
to get some more drift-wood when Noros came along to me, and seeing 
the wood picked it up, and found there was a hole under it; looked 
into the hole and saw a wooden box half filled with earth and dirt, and 
lifted it out and over11auled it, and found two fish and one or two fish
heads. He sung out to me and told me what he had found. Un going 
to the hut a lemming came out of his hole, which I cetught. We then 
went into the hut and started a fire. I roasted the lemilling on the 
ramrod, just the way he was. After roasting it I gaye Noms half of it; 
then we had one of the fish, and we cooked them, though we had found 
that they were in a state of decay and almost dropped apart. But we 
managed to find a couple of little flat stones to fry Ollr fish on, and then 
we had a little Arctic willow tea. After t:lupper we closed the door up 
with a couple of boards and then lay down by the fire, drying our 
clothes, and sleoping until morning . 
. On the morning of the 14th it. was blowillg very hard, and we had to 

face the wind. We made a start, lmt were obliged to return back again 
to the hut, as at this time it was blowing so hard and the snow was 
drifting so that we could not see anything; and while st>tying here we 
ate our fish and the fish-heads, and may he some ot.her articles. To
ward eveniug both of ns got out again to look out for mOl:e drift-w?od, 
and found but very little, and had to be very careful .dunng .the mght 
not making a big fire, so as to make the wood last untllmormng. 

And the court then, at 1.30 p. m., pending the further examination of 
this witness, adjourned to meet to-morrow, the 6th day of December, 
1882, at 10 a. m: 
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FORTY·NINTH DAY. 

NAVY DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, D. C., Wednesday, December 6, 1882-10 a. m. 

The court met pursuant to the adjournment of yesterday. 
Present Commodore William G. Temple, United States Navy, presi· 

dent; Capt. Joseph W. Miller, United States Navy, Commander Fred· 
erick V. McNair, United States Navy, members; and Master Samuel O. 
Lemly United States Navy, judge-advocate. 

The 'record of the proceedings of Monday, December 4, 1882, the forty. 
seventli da,y of the inquiry, was then read, and after correcting clerical 
errors was approved. 

By request of the judge-advocate the reading o~ the. record of yester· 
day, December 5, 1882, the forty· eighth ~ay of the lllqmry, ~as ~eferred. 

Seaman W. F. C. NINDE MANN, the WItness under examlllatlOn, then 
came in, and continned his answer to the pending question, which was 
repeated by the judge·advocate, as follows: 

Give a detailed narrative of your journeyings in company with Noros 
after leaving the first cutter's party, and until you met MI'. Melville, of 
the whale· boat's party, at Bulnn. 

The WITNESS. On the morning of the 15th it was stilI blowing from 
the southea,;t, but the snow had stopped drifting. We made a start 
along the river bank to the southward and eastward, looking for the 
main river. After awhile we crossed an island, where we fonnd signs 
of natives who had been there. We then got on the river again. ,The 
ice was quite smooth and the wind had increased by this time, and the 
snow and sand were drifting so' l1ard that we hardly could open our 
eyes. "\Ve struggled along about 5 o'Olock, walkillg along past an 
island, and we sighted a crack in the ri\'er bank. The weather by this' 
time was so bad that we could not face it any longer. We examined the 
crack. It was about two and a half feet wide, and started from the 
lower bank of the river, with a small hole extending through on top of 
the river bank. We were going to make halt here, but finding the 
draug h tin th e crack was so great we thought we could not keep oursel ves 
warm for the night. We then started along the river bank in hopes of 
finding a better shelter for the night. We walked about a mile, and not 
finding a better place we were obliged to walk back to the crack in the 
river bank, and getting there we gathered wood enough to last us dur· 
ing the night. One of us had to get in the crack while the other passed 
the wood in to him. We then started a fire, went out and got some Arc· 
tic will?w to make tea of. As we had nothing to eat, 1 had a pair of 
~eal.sklll pants, and we cut off a piece, soaking it in water and burning 
It to a crust, and then ate it. There was a terrible draught through the 
crack. We took one of our blankets to cover the crack but the blanket 
was not long enough and left quite a hole on top. Th~l'e was not room 
for both of us to set alongside below the fire, so therefore 'oneof us had 
to crawl up above the fire and lay down to keep out of the smoke. But 
the man o~ t~p could not. stand it very long, and therefore we had to 
keep on ShIftlllg about every twenty minutes. We could not keep our· 
selves yery warm, and every now and then would look out and see if 
daylight had not broke yet. A little before daylight the wind had 
moderated and th~ snow had stopped drifting some. 

As soon as daylIght came and we could see the mountains to the south· 
ward and eastward we made ourselves some willow tea and ate a little 
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more of the seal-skin pants, and then started on our march to the south. 
ward and eastward to find the main river. We crossed the river and 
then got onto some sand-spits where there were heavy hummocks of 
ice that had lodged on the sand-spits. The wind by this time had in-
6rtlased a little again, and the snow and sand commenced drifting again. 
We had tried to rest a conple of times behind the hnmmocks, but we 
found that we could not find any shelter, and the wind blowing so fresh 
right through our clothing. We kept struggling along till we got on 
a quite large sand-bank, and within ahout three miles of the mount
ains. Here I could see no river, and I was afraid that we had passed 
the main river, as we had crossed so many large rivers before. But 
as I thought we had not passed the river where the ice was not 
quite rough enough, I thought I would keep on until we got on the 
foot of the mountains; if not finding the river, to start west again until 
we found it. vVe kept on around the sand-spit to the southward and 
eastward, and it did not take long when we sighted the main river. 
A little before this, before finding the river, we saw a crow flying 
across through the mountains, and this was always a sign up in the Arc
tic that when you see a crow that somewhere near you generally find 
natives. My orders were not to leave tile west bank of the river if I 
possibly could help it. But seeing that there was nothing else but sand
spits, and I had seen lIO traces of game, I thought it best to cross the 
river aud to see whether we could not find game of some kind. We then 
started across the river, but we had to feel our way, as there were large 
holes of open water beyond there. We got about half ways across 
when Noros told me he did not feel well, and that he had been spitting 
blood a couple of tImes. I sometimes got ahead of him and would wait 
for him to come to assist him to come up. We were about 300 yards from 
the edge of the river bank, aud I told Norm, that I would go ahead, and 
wait for lJim as soon as I stI'Uck the foot of the mountains. When I got 
across I waited for about half an hour for N oros to come np. Wilen N oros 
came up we rested for alittle while and then started along to the southward. 
The foot of the mountains ran right into the river, aud we were obliged 
sometimes to walk 011 the ice. The ice here was very rough, but made 
hard walking. We stuck to it along tillnigllt, but had not found any
thing tllat indicated signs of natives or game. By this time it was get
ting dark, and we were looking for a place of shelter, but could not find 
anything else but a small ravine that ran ill between two mountains. 
I here found a little drift- wood. We stopped and made ourselves some 
hot water, as we could not, find any Arctic willow here, and ate at the 
same time, of our seal-skin pants. After that we walked up the ravine, 
trying to find a plar.e where we could get a little shelter, but we did not 
find ally. We came to a phtce where there was about two feet of snow, 
d~g a hole in it, and set up some snow-blocks around it to brea~ the 
WInd. We then crawled into our blanket and lay clown for the mght. 
We did not get but very little sleep, and if we could have seen to travel 
during the Hight we would have started again, but the night was dark 
and we could not see where we were going. We managed to pass the 
time here until morning of the 17th. As soon as daylight broke we 
started down the ravine, following along the rive I' bank to t,he south. 
The walking was very bad and we made very little head way. At 10 
O'clock we found some drift-wood, started a fire, and then made ourselves 
some boiling water and had another piece of the seal-skin pants. H~re 
we staid for an hour or so, fixing the soles of our boots, WhICh 
were worn out pretty well. We then made a start agaill for about 
another mile along 'theriver, but finding the walking was very had 
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and there were no signs of game, and thought it was best to cross 
again over to the west side. It took us till about noon l?efore we 
got across the river, and we then came on some sand-spIts again. 
By this time the wind had hauled aro~md ,to the so.uthwest. of the 
sand-spits, and it comme~leed to blo~ qUIte .fresh. After ,crossmg tbe 
sand-spits we got onto qUIte a large r~ver agam, ~here the Ice was more 
thick and where there were some bIg holes of open water. Here we 
made' Ollr way across; struck mo~e sand-spits again. By. t~is time it 
was blowing quite fresh and snowmg, and the snow was dnftlllg pretty 
hard. It was O'etting toward evening, and we got on at the same time 
more sand-spi~. Here there were little ronnd hills which looked like 
a mixture of snow and sand. As it was getting' dark and we could not 
see much we tried to dig a hole into one of them, but found there was 
ice under' it. We then struggled on for some time, until we got on some 
low laud, where there was drift-wood. We here tried to find a piece of 
drift-wood large enough to lay behind for a little shelter during the 
night. We could not find any. Before it, was getting dark we saw a 
high river bank to tIle southwal'd and westward of us. As we cO~lld 
not find any shelter, we kept 011 struggling along until we struck another 
large river. We got across here, and it must have been about 1:3 o'clock 
at night, about midnight, when we struck t.he river bank. We struck a 
place where there was drift-wood. We tried to start a fire, but the 
wind was blowing so fresh that it was impossible to start Olle. We then 
walked off about a mile along the river bauk, until we found a snow
drift where we could dig a hole in it. \Ve just dug a hole big enough 
for the two of us, alld took somp SIIUW· blocks, piling them around tile 
hole to break the wiml. We did not g:et mnch sleep: as the weather 
was too cold. 

On the mOl'llillg of the 18th, as :'.;0011 as day broke, the wind had mod
erated, aud we start("d along the river bank to the southward. About 
10 o'clock we found SOllle drift-wood, halted, made a fire, and made our
selves sOllie willow t.ea, and ate some of the seal-skin pant". We then 
struggled along on the west bank of the ri,"e1', walking on the river when
ever we could. Sometimes we would go on top of the river bank to 
see if we could see game of any kind or sight any huts. But we could 
walk but a short time on top of the river bank, ml the moss and snow 
was so deep that we used to go ,in up to on£' kllees. We struggled 
along this WHy until about 6 o'clock in the evening, when we got up on 
the river bank and sighted a hut about a mile inland or off the river 
bank. We then walked up to it, and found that it ,vas a peaked 
hut with no door before it, and a,lmost, snowed over. About 100 
yards. to the south of it we saw something piled np, and going to see 
what It was \\'e found that they were sleighs. vVe then started to dig 
the hut out to make room for us, for the two of us to lay down and as 
there ,;"as very little drift-wood laying around we were obliged'to take 
the sleIghs, break tlwffi np, and use them for tire-wood. We then went 
out to get Some Arctic willow to make ourselYes some tea and ate some 
of the senl-ski~ pants. By this time we were quite weal~, and had not 
bad any sleep smre we left the last hut. We slept pretty well that night. 

On the ll10rmng of the 19th when we woke up we found it was day
light. vVe then made ourselves some tea and hen started ao'ain on 
our march south. vVe struggled' along l;ntH about 3 o'clock ""in the 
aft~I'lloon, when we eam~ to a quite high cliff where we saw an owl 
flYlllg; _we st?pped, waitlllg for the owl to sit, but she kept on flying 
ar?und m a O1rcl:, and at last flew over the cliff. We kept on strug
glmg: along, restmg about. every five minutes. While resting at one 
locatIOn I told Noros that It would have been much better for us if we 
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bad stayed in the hut we left on that morning. Still we got up again 
strug-gling on until abont 4 o'clock in the afternoon, when we sighted ~ 
small river making in to the westward. On crossing it, Noros looked 
back, and said, "Nindemunn, there are three huts on the river bank." 
We then started back, walking up the river bank, and got into one of 
the huts. Here we found a kyak, with some fisb~nets and other arti
cles in it. Tbere was a half kyak, where tbere was some fish in it. 
Noros, who found this, took SODle of it np and tasted it. He wanted 
to know what it was. I walked up to it, tasted it, and told him that it 
was fish. The fish looked something like coarse sawdust. It was all 
blue molded, and had no taste of any kind. It was .inst like taking 
so mucb sa,wdust, We tlien took some of t,he fish and went to the 
peaked. hut. vVe lighted a small fire to make ourselves something to 
eat. After that we went out to pick np some. wood to last ns for the 
night. We overhauled the other hut, but found nothing in it. About 
9 o'clock we boiled some more of our fish, filled up the fire, and lay 
down a,long'side of it for the night. 

On the morning of the 30th we had some more tea, and then went out 
to get more wood to last (luring the day. By this time both of us had 
the dysentery awful bad, and we were very weak. Sitting down along
side of the fire we felt ourselves pretty strong, but when we came to 
get up and to walk around, picking up a little drift-wood, we found that 
we were ,erv weak. 

On the morning of the 21st we got ready to make a start, but as we 
were very weak we thought best to stay another day, fix up our things, 
and start ou the morning of the 22d. During the 21st we measured in 
our tin cups the fish that we had left, and we found by taking two cup
fuls a day a man that we had ten days' provisions. We had nothing 
else but a skull-cap apiece. and a pair of foot-nips. We then went 
to WOl'k to fill them with the fish, to sew them np, and put. straps on 
them to carry them. In tbe afternoon we went out to get more drift
wood to last us during tbe night. On the morning of the 22d the 
weather was very cold, and I wanted to make a start, but Noros saidr 
"We are pretty weak yet., and as the weather is cold we had better rest 
another day." By this time our dysentery was so bad that it was almost 
impossible for us to start, and I think that if we had started that we 
would have froze on the way. I then overhauled my hoots and found 
that the soles were all gone and only held up by the strings. I tried to 
pull them off, but I could not_ Noros he tried it, but could not. get them 
off, and I had to take a knife awl cut them oJf. I then sat down to fix 
my boots with a piece of old seal-skin pants. Noontime came; 'we seated 
ourselves alongside of the fire, making oursehes something to eat, when 
I heard something going outside, I looked through the crack of the 
door and saw it was something large and thought it was a reindeer. I 
took the rifle down irom over Illy head, loaded.it, walking toward the 
door, when the door opened. I saw it was a 11<'ttive, who looked at me 
and seeing I had the rifle in my hand pointed t.oward the door he fell 
on his knees, throwing up bis hands, saying something, what it was I 
cannot say. 

The court then, at 12 Ill., took a recess until 12.30 p. m., and then re
convened, with all the members and the judge-advocate present. 

The record of the proceedin~ of Tuesday, December 5: ~882, th~ 
forty-eighth day of the inquiry, was then read and, after correctll1g clerI-
cal errors, approved.. , ' 
:An~ the court then, at 1.15 p. m., pending the further eXamll1atlOn of 

thIS WItness, adjourned to meet to-morrow, the 7th day of December, 
1882, at 10 a. m. 
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FIFTIETH DAY. 

NAVY DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, D. a., Thursday, December 7, 1882-10 a. m. 

The CQurt met pursuant to, the adjQurnment Qf yesterday. 
Present, CQmmQdQre William G. Temple, United States Navy, presi. 

dent· Captain JQseph N. Miller, United States Navy; CQmmand,er 
Fred~rick V. McNair, United States Navy, members; and Master Sam
uel C. Lemly, United States Navy, judge-advQcate. 

The recQrd Qf the prQceedings Qf yesterday, December 6,1882, the 
fQrty-ninth day Qf the inquiry, was then read and, after cQrrecting cleri
cal errQrs, apprQved. 

Seaman W. F. C. NINDEMANN, the witness under examinatiQn, then 
came in and cQntinued his answer to, the pending questiQn, which was 
repeated by the judge-ad vQcate, as fQllQws: 

Give a detailed narrative Qf yQur jQurneyings, in cQmpan~' with NQro's, 
after ieaving the first cutter's party,and until yQU met Mr. Melville,Qf 
the whale-bQat's party, at Bulun. 

The WITNESS. When I saw this native I threw the rifle in Qne Co'r
ner and beckQned him to, CQme in. At the first gQing Qff he was a lit
tle shy, but came in after awhile. We then Qffered him sQmething to, 
eat, but he shQQk bis head, as much as to, say that it. was no, gQQd that 
we were eating. We then went Qut to, have a IQQk at his sleigh and see 
what he had. He had nQthing with him to, eat. I picked up his large 
deer-skin cQat, tQQk it into' the hut. I tQQk Qff my wet flannel shirt 
and Qffered it to, him if he WQuid give me the cQat, but he shQQk his 
head. I then shQwed him my bQQts. He went Qut to, his sleigh and 
gQt me a pair Qf deer-skin bQQts. We then tried to, make him nnder
stand that we were sent by the captain to, get assistance, but it seemed 
as if we could nQt make him understand much. He then made signs 
.that he wanted to, go', and that he had to, have his heavy deer-skin cQat, 
as the weather was very CQld. He tQQk the deer-skin cQat, went Qut, 
and fetched me in a deer-skin, and then held up three 0,1' fQur fingers, 
as much as to, say that he was gQing to, be back, either in three 0,1' fQur 
hQurs 0,1' three 0,1' fQur days, we did nQt knQw which. He to'ok 
the shirt, gQt up Qn his sleigh and then started to, drive to, the west
ward alQng the river. It was nQt IQng befQre he was Qut Qf sight with 
his deer sleigh. Me and NorQS then gQt to, talking abQut the matter. 
I tQld him I was sQrry that we let the man go', fQr I was afraid that I 
had scared him with the rifle, and thQught he WQuid nQt CQme back; 
but NorQS thQught that he was a gQQd Ohristian and that he WQuid re
turn. I then tQld N QrQS that we WQuid wait fQur days, and ifhe did nO,t 
return by that time we WQuid start Qn the march t,Q the sQuthward. 
We then went Qver into' the stQre-hQuse, where we fQund the fish. There 
were SQme sleighs there and SQme Qther articles Qf WQQd there. We 
tQQk them and carried them to, the hut fQr fire-wQQd as wewere tQQ 
weak to, gO, dQwn the river bank to, get drift-wQQd .. We burned every. 
thing in the line Qf WQQd that we eQuId find Qn 0,1' arQund the huts. We 
then brQke up all the berths in the huts and burned them. AbQut 6 
o'clQck in the evening we bQiled SQme mQre fish when we heard SQme
thing Qutside again. BefQre we CQuid get to, the dQQr the dQQr Qpened 
and th~ man stepped in with two' Qthers. They came into' the hut. They 
then trIed to, talk to, us, and we tried to, make them understand where 
we came frQm and what we wanted. Une Qf them then went Qut and 
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fetched in a frozen fish, which he skinned, sliced it up in slices and 
gave it to us. Before we had half finished them they made signs'that 
it was time to start. They then went out and fetched us in some deer
skin coats and boots, and put them On us; picked up a lot of small ar
ticles that we had laying round, put us on the deer sleighs, and drove 
down the river and into the westward. Going along for a couple of miles 
they turned into the mountains, a little to the southward and westward. 
They. kept on driving until about 12 o'clock that night, over the mount
ains, until we struck a ravine, where we could see a couple of tents of 
deer-skin. We could see tile fire sllining through it. It did not take 
us long before we got there. Tiley then took N oros into one tent and me 
into another. They then offered me, or us, something to eat. In the tent 
that I was in I think there were five men and two women. 'After we 
went into the hut for a little while the woman she offered me some 
water to wash. I washed my hands, but it did not improve them much;
my fingers were bent so that wheu I started t.o wash my face I was 
all scratched up. The woman noticed it, took pity on me, and she 
washed me. After that we had some more boiled deer-meat and boiled 
fish, and then got to talking to the people through signs and panto
mimes. I tried the best way I could to make them understand what I 
came for, anti that I was sent by the CaI)tain to get assistance. At the 
first going off it seemed ,as if they paid great attention to it, but after 
awhile they wanted to know everything I had on my person. I showed 
them ,a meerschaum 'pi:t)e which I had. They wanted to cut it up to 
smoke, and I made sign::; to them not to do it; then took the pipe away 
from them and cut a piece of the stem and gave it to them. Tiley cut 
it up fine and mixed it with some shavings they had to put in their 
pipes and smoke it. They then wanted to know whether I had money. 
They could not make me understand this at first-one of them took a 
rouble bill from his pocket and showed it to me. Then Isaw what they 
wanted. I tried to make them understand that we had plenty of money 
in the ship; that it all went down, and that if they would give me as
sistance that they would get plenty of money given them. Whether 
they understood this or not I cannot say. It was then getting pretty 
late. Before turning' in everybody stood up and crossed themselves. 
I kept on sitting down. One of the men came up to me and told me 
to stlJ,nd up and go through the same motions they did. After they 
were through crossing themselves everybody retired for the night. The 
next morning, the morning of the 23d, at daylight, I woke up, and 
they had breakfast ready, and we had something to eat. During the 
breaktast hour I tried to talk to them again, to make them understand 
What I had been sent for. After breakfast everybody went outside to 
catch the deer. While they were after the deer the man that I thought 
was the head man sat down 011 a sleigh, and I got talking to him, and 
drawing a chart for him in the snow of tile places and landmarks that 
I had seen and the height of different places. Sometimes it seemed to 
me he understood what I wanted,and at other tim('s again it seemed 
as if he did not understalld a word of what I wanted. 
~fter they had caught all of the deer and harnesse~l them up to ~be 

Sl~lghs I counted them; they had twenty-seven slmghs, loaded With 
reilldeer-meat, reindeer-skins, and fish. I counted over a hundred head 
of reindeer. They then took down the tents and broke camp, .and we 
started over the mountains to the southward. About noontune we 
~alted to give the deer rest. The man that I thought was the head man 
ill the party made signs to me to come on the mountain side. We walked 
up about five or six hundred yards, and he pointed out to' me a promi-
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nent landmark in the Lena Delta that was about 300 feet high that me 
and Noros had se-en for days before we passed it. He then wanted to 
know whether that was the place, where we had left the people. I told 
him as near as I co'nld and made signs that the people were fifteen or 
twenty miles probably to the northward of that place. He shook his 
head as much as to say he felt sorry, and then started toward the-sleighs 
agai~. After they had retlted here, they st~rted off again t? the south
ward until night, when we camped for the nIght. Here I trIed to make 
them understand again, but it was of no use. Arter we had our supper 
everybody turned in. 

On the morning of the 24th we broke camp again, and after break
fast started to the south 'again. We halted several times during the 
day to rest the deer. Now and then, whell the deer had to draw a load 
up the hilblide, everybody had to get out of the sleighs. They would 
get a long distance ahead of us and sOlllet~mes had to ~ait a half an 
hour before me and N oros would fetch up wlth them agam. About 4 
o'clock in the afternoon we struck a small river, which runs a little to 
the southward and eastward. They kept along this fot' about an hour, 
when we struck the main river again. We then kept along the river 
bank until about 5 o'clock, when we sighted the huts to the southward 
of us, and it did not take us long to get up to them. When we got 
abreast of the huts we went up a little ravine to go up to the huts. 
There were quite many people standiug on top of the river bank watch· 
ing us coming. After we got to the huts a fire was at once started and 
the women made us something to eat-there was quite many people 
in the hut. We were getting 011 pretty good, and everybody stopped 
and looked at us, talking about us. Everybody wanted to know who 
we were and w,here we were from. I then tried to talk to the peopleto 
make them understand what I wanted, bnt I fOllnd that it was no good, 
as there were too many people in the huts and that they were doing 
nothing else bllt feasting. They kept it up till about 12 o'clock that 
night and every body then retired. I wish to state here that N oros was 
in one hut and I in another. We were not together. , 

On the mornillg of the 25th-after breakfast-I then started again, 
. talking to the people through signs and pantomimes, bnt jt seemed as 
if one of' them had got SOllie idea of where we came from or what we 
wanted, and he talked to one of the boys, and the boy went out, and after 
awhile came back with a niodelof a Yakutsk boat, and then they all 
got around me and wanted to know, as Hear as I could make out, 
whether our ship was something likc\ it. 1 then went to work and got 
some sticks and placed them in the b?at, showing them that our ship 
had three n:asts, and then got more stwks, showing them that she had 
yards. ThIS seemed to surprise them yery much. I then made a smoke
stack out of wood and pointed to the fire and smoke and then showed 
them the place ~.stern where the rudder was, and had a small roll which 
I turned to make tbem ullderst.and that our ship was a steamer. I 
then made models of the boatt>, showed t,hem how many boats the ship 
had. Then I told one of the men to get me a couple of pieces of ice. 
He went out and got me a couple of pieces of ice and I showed them 
how the ice had crushed our ship. I then pointed 'to tbe northward, as 
much as to say the ice crushed our ship away to the northward, and 
that we saved tbree boats, putting in each little boat so many sticks to 
represent ~ow many men there were in each boat. At the time there 
was a dog III the room. A man pointed to the dog and wanted to know 
whetber we had any dogs. I counted on my fiuo'ers that we had about 
forty, and made them understand that we had ~hot the most of them 
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and left some of them behind on the ice. I then showed them a chart 
of the ocean and the coastline, showing that we had a gale of wind and 
that. one boat went in here, and that we did not know what had be~ome 
of the other two. r then showed them on the chart where we had 
landed, and made the boat on t.he chart a little ways ofl'land and then 
1 showed them by pencil-marks that everybody had left the' boat and 
waded ,ashore. Then showed them the way we walked along the river 
bank by so many pencil-marks, each pencil-mark was supposed to be a 
m~m, and I marked the huts where we stopped. Here we came to the 
place where Erichsen had died. I showed them through signs that he 
had died, and that we buried him in the river. Everybody shook his 
head, as much as to say that they felt sorry for it. I then made them 
understand ~,hat we had left the. captain a couple of days after that, 
and by puttIng' my heall down and CIOSlllg my eyes, to show them how 
many days it had been that we had left them. This seemed to affect 
them pretty well, but it seemed to me as if they would not giye me any 
assistance. Sometimes it seemed to me as if they understood every
thing that I wanted. Then all at once it seellled that they did not 
understand a word. I kept talking with those people till it must have 
been somewhere near twelve o'clock, but they did not show any signs by 
this time of any intention to give me assistance or to do anything for me. 

On the morning of the 26th, Noros came up to the hut after breakfast 
and we started with the people again; we kept at them aU day, bnt it 
seemed as if they could not get any idea of what we wanted. On the 

. morning of the 27th, after breakfast, I was sitting OIl illy bert,h, t,hink-
. ing of everything, and I broke down. The woman in the hou8e no
ticed it; she got talking to one of the men, who came np to me and 
talked about the commandant. By this time I had picked up a few 
words of their language., and I asked them to take me to Bulun, for I 
thought It was no use staying any longer in this place if I could not do 
anything with the people. He then got to talking about the cOlLlmand
ant, holding up five or six fingers, as much as to say he was going to 
be here in so man.v hours. After that he told me he was going to take 
me to Balun to-lllorrow. I gave myself rest, and in the evening about 
nine o'clock had something to eat. After supper the woman of the 
house came along, gave me a couple of leaves of tobacco for my pipe to 
smoke. I was sitting smoking my pipe when a nat.ive came np to me . 
and told me tlle commandant was coming. It did not take 10llg when 
the door opened alld a taU Rnssian stelJped into the hut,. I got talking 
to him in Ellglish, bnt he did not understand a word. He then men
tioned the ship's name-Jeannette and Americanansk. I understood 
this, and I told him "Yes;" that we were Americalls, and that we be
longed to the Jeannette. Whea I found that he could not talk any 
English, nothing else but just mentioning the ship's name and Ameri-

,eallansk, I thought that he lllllst be some Russian authority, and that he 
probably had orders from his Government to look out for us. I then 
tried him in German, but he shook his head, as Jl) nch as to say, ," I do 
not understancl YOll." I then got ont a little chart that the captam had 
given me ancl pointed out the place where the captain told me that we 
were when we left him' but it seemed to me as if be had no i(lea what a 
chart was. He then s(~id something about telegraphing, which he called 
"telegntmo," ancl he ta,lked about St. Petershurgh, wbich, I ulIller
st{)od. I thought abont this time, by the way he acted, that .eIther he or 
me hacl to telegraph to St. Petersbnrghbefore he coul(l gwe m~ .any 
assistance. I thought, at this tinw, that if that was th,~ case, and If the 
people were not dead yet, that they surely would be If I had to tele-
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graph to St. Petersburgh first. We then sat down .. At this time 
Noros was here· to write a note that we wrote at that tIme. I cannot 
say now what it was, as he interrupted us and got to talking again 
about things. While we were talking he picked the paper up and put 
it in his pocket. We tried to get it from him, but we coul~l not make 
bim understand. By this time it was about 12 o'clock at mght, and he 
wanted to go. I asked him before he started the name of tbe place ' 
where we were. and he said it was Ajaket. He then wanted to go and 
I asked him for some tobacco. He made signs that he had no tobacco 
with him, but that he would fetch me some in the morning. 

On the morning of the 28th, after breakfast, the man came back again 
and fetched me a pound of Russian leaf-tobacco. I then made signs to 
bim, pointing to the southward and wanted to know If he was going 
down to Bulun himself, to which he made signs that he was. When he 
went out he made signs to us that we were going to Bulun shortly after 
him. We then went out to see which way he went. I had missed the 
m~n that I thought was the head of the party that found us, but in
quired what hali become of him; they made signs that he had gone with 
the commandant to Bulun. After I got the tobacco, I divided it between 
Noros and the people that found us. By this time our driver was ready 
to take us on our way to Bulun. The people here had given us sOll1eof 
their deer-skin clothing, deer-skin stockings and deer-skin boots. When 
we were ready the woman of the hilt fetched me a couple of smoked 
fish to eat on the road. I then bid them" good by" starting down the 
river bank, going along the west side for some time, when we crossed to 
the east side. Following up the east bank we fell in with a good many 
deer teams, and at times with a dog team traveling up and down the 
river to different places. When evening came we struck ,a small ravine 
running in to the eastward. Here we saw a ·man standing talking to 
our driver, what it was about I cannot say, but he turned his team intI) 
the ravine and it did not take long before we came up to a hut that was 
lying in the woods. On going into the hut we found the hut pretty well 
crowded. There were two Hussians, some Tongoos and three or four 
women. We stopped here for the night, had some boiled fish, and one 
of the Hussians gave us a loaf of bread to take with us, but he made 
signR to us only to eat half the loaf and to keep the other half for our 
journey on the next day; but the bread tasted so well that Noros said 
WA might as well have the good of it now, and we ate the whole loaf. 
Afte~ supper we took a smoke. By this time the natives, or one of the 
RUSSIans had a bed prepared for us and we turned in for the night. 

Ou the morning of the 29th, after breakfast, we made a start across 
the river; after arriving' at the river kept on the east bank of the river 
to the south. The wind was blowing quite fresh and snow was drifting. 
It was pretty cold, [mel in the afternoon about 3 o'clock we crossed the 
river to the westward; after crossillg we found a hut. Bv this time we 
were pretty hungr.v. We tried to make the driver understand that we 
wanted him to go to the hut to get something to eat. We then drove 
down to t~le Imt""here W(1 found a man, a "oman, and two little children. 
We went mto the hut and the woman gave 11S some smoked fish. After 
we finished and warmed up a little, we started off again to the south
ward. About 6 o'clock we sighted a lot of huts and some large boats 
that were hauled up on the beach. ,The driver told us tbat was Bulun. 
It did not take long ~~efore w~ got up to it, and going there he took us 
to a hu~ and took oft our SkIll clothing. We warmed oun;elves; the 
people III ~he h~lt made some tea for us, and shortly after that a native 
came maklllg SIgUS that the commandant wanted to see us. We put on 
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our fur clothing, the llative gOillg ahead of us and showed us the house 
where h"', the commandant, lived, and going into his room I saw that he 
was not the man, I had seen at K u Mark Surk or at least Ajaket, as I 
thought all the tUlle; when I thought we were at Ajaket, we were really 
atKu M:uk Snrk and whell we got to Bulcoul', we thonght we were at Ku 
Mark Surk. He then kept on saying thathewas the commandant. I shook 
my heall, as mucl1 as to say that he was nut, and to make llIe satisfied, 
he showed me his uniform and sword. I then g'ot to talking to him the 
best wa.y I could, and through signs and pantomillles told him what I 
had cOllie for, and by whom I was sent. I then coullted oft· on my fingers 
how mauy people we l1ad left to the nOl'tl1wal'd, the captain and ten 
others. It seemed to me as if he said "that is all right." I kept on 
talking', making signs and pantomimes for some time and he started to 
talk about the telegraph. I told him" yes." About this time, it was 
quite late and I made signs that we wanted a pen and paper and some 
ink, which he got us. N oros :-;<It down to do the writing, alld I told him 
what to write. This took us till about 12 o'clock at night before we 
had finished. After we had finished our telegram we directed it to the 
American minister at St. Petersburg. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCA.TE. Can yon identify now the letter 
written by Noros to t.he American minister at St. Petersburg, and 
signed by N oros and ;vourself"/ 

The WI'l'NESS. Yes, sir. 
The judge-ad,ocate here hawled the witness a paper and the witness 

said" That is the letter." 
The judg-e-ad vocate then read aloud and placed before the court the 

letter in question and a certified copy, marked VV, is appended to the 
record. 

And the court then, at 11.55 a. m., took a recess until 12.25 p. Ill., and 
then reconvened, with all the lllembers, the judge-advocate, and the wit
ness under examination present. 

The witness here produced, and the judge-advocate placed before the 
court, a copy of a chart constructed by him, from compass bearings 
taken by him and based upon his actual experience; and a certified 
copy, marked vVW, is appended to the record. 

I wish to state here that we did not mark the paper" telegraph" but 
the commandant told us that he was going to take it to the captain him
self to-morrow. We then retired for the night. 

On the morning of the 30th I did not feel well; N oros, he felt better, 
and he g-ot up about 6 o'clock in the morning. When breakfast was 
ready the commandant wanted to know whether I would have Illy 
breakfast in bed, I told him" no; that I would get up." We then sat 
down, the three of us, and had our breakfast. While at breakfast I 
got talking about rifles, and I told him that the party had some rifles 
with them, and that we had left some in the huts. I had in my pocket 
a WinchelSter cartridge and showed it to him. He then went and got 
arifle to fit the cartridge, but I made him underlStand that the cartridge 
belonged to another rifle that fired seven times hand running. He 
kind of opened his eyes and looked astonished at me. We then got to 
t~l'king about the telegraph. Be handed me back the cartridge; I t?ld 
hIm to keep it. He Wen made signs, as much as to say he walS gomg 
to give it to the captain, which I understood. I thought at this time thathe 
meant his own captain at the telegTaph station. I did not know exactly 
Whether the telegraph station was at Yakutsk or Irkutsk. Before leav
ing Oaptain De Long I heard him talking' about these two places, but 

H. Ex. 108-44 
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he was not certain at whicb place the telegrapb Rtation was. It then 
was gettingoll toward noon·time and the you~g P?pe of the vill~ge had 
come to the house. The commandant at thIS tIme was packmg his 
traveling bIL,{, telling me again he was going to give it ~o the captain. 
He then got to taILing to tIle young Pope, who ~ade sIgns to·us and 
told us, as soon as the commandant left, that he WOUld. t~ke us up to 
his bonse. Theeommanoallt got ready and started on hIS Journey. It 
was hlowing quite fresh and it was very cold. The fur clothes that 
had been given us at Ajakct the natives had t.aken from us, and we had 
notbing else bnt the clothes we traveled in after leaving the captain. I 
did not go outside to see what direction he took. When he. had left, 
we staid a short while longer, when t,he young Pope made SIgns to US 
to go with him up to his bouse. Dinner·time came ~nd he badgot up 
quite a nice dinner. "Ve sat· down to the table an(l tned to talk to each 
otber the hest way we could. I showed him a little chart the captain 
had given me, and pointed out ~he place where the captain thought we 
were wben we left him. Af1-er dinner olle of tbe lllen that found us 
came up to his house. We then got to talking again and I asked the 
young Pope for some paper and a lead·pencil and drew a chart, as near 
as I could recollect., showing all the little rivers we had. crossed, and 
tbe huts where we had stopped, anu how many there were m' each place, 
and the erosses we had seen on the river bank. The man that found 
us seemed to know all the places that I had put down on the chart. It 
then was getting towards the evening and t.he young Pope made us 
understand that he was going to get. married in a day or two, and that 
he could not keep us there any longer. He kept us until supper-time. 
and took us then to the hut that we went to when we first. came to 
Bulun, and he gave us a little tea. some hread and sugar,to take along 
wit.h us. \\"e got down to the hut. The hut was dirty and miserable. 
At this time both of us did not feel well, but Noros sat up; I wanted 
to lay down and made one of the men of the honse to understand what 
I wanted. They got an olel hedstead; put. down a deer·skiu on it and 
he gavt; me a pillow and a deer-skin to cover myself. After awhile the 
woman of the honsemade some tea for us and gave us some boiled fish. 
After snpper we retired for the night,. 

On the morning of the ·lst of November I did not feel wen, but 
Noros got up and stood arol1llll the hut. Both of us at this time were 
very weak from dysentery, wbich we had had ever since we struck the 
huts where. we found the fish. During the day there were a good manY' 
people commg to the house to'see us. Now and then tbe yonng Pope 
would come in. We had our three meals a day here and lived here on 
a little grub that the Pope had given us. . , 

On the morning of the 2d, after breakfast, I got up and went outside 
to have a look around. Standing outside I saw one of the men that we 
found in the camp coming np with a load of fish. He noticed me and 
took ten fish off the slei~'h ~nd gave them to me, making signs to me 
t~ take them. . .A.hout thIS tIme the httle grub t.hat the youngPope had 
gIven us was gnrmg ont, and the nat.ive woman was cooking the fish 
that the na:tive Al~xy had gi:ren me in the morning. They themselves 
had fresh fi~h, whICh they enjoyed every day. I made signs to them a 
couple of tImes that we would like t.o have some fresh fish hut it 
seemed as if the woman would not giv.e it to us. ' 
. ~n the evening of November the 3d, I was laying in bed; Noros was 

s'l.ttmg OJ?- the table looking toward the door; I heard the door open, 
andlookmg round I saw a man coming in the door that was dressed up 
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in fur clothes. I did not. pay any att.ention to it, and lay down again, 
when the man stepped up to the t.able saying, "Hello, Noros, you are 
alive." As soon as he spoke I recognized him as Melville, and asked 
him whether all of his boat.'s crew were alive and well. He said, "Yes'" 
they were all in prett.y good health, except Leach, who had bot.h his big 
toefl frozen; and we t.hen told him our st.ory, how we landed, and how 
we hall left the captain, to where we were picked up; and I told him 
that on the 30t.h I hail written'a telegram t.o t.he American minister at 
St. Petersburg, amI t.llat. t.he commandant had taken it himself. I told 
him that it was ". very long one and probably would cost a good deal of 
money. He said it did not matter how much it cost.. We then told him 
about our gTub; that they were feeding us on fish all the time. By this 
time the young Pope had come to the hut, and Mr. Melville wanted to 
know wha.t authority there was in the plaee. I told him I did not know 
of any in the place but tIle young Pope, as the commandant had left on 
the 30th of October. Mel ville by this time could speak a little Rus
sian. He told the Pope that we were to have something better to eat 
than old fish, and that we would have to have the best that the place 
could afford to gi,e to us. I then asked him what had fetched him on 
to Bulun, and he said that he had sent a messenger to Bulun to get the 
commandant to go down where they were to fetch them up to Bulun. 
The messeng'er that he had sent., his name was Kusmah, and that we 
had given him a note at Ajaket, and that he had received the note, I 
think it was, about on the eyening of the 27th of Uctober. 

The judge-advocate here cheeked the witness, suggesting that the 
record contained fnll information on t,his subject in the testimony of 
Chief Engineer George W. Melville, and that its repetition was un
necessary. The judge-ad vocate then Qontinued the examination of the 
witness as follows: 

Question by the JUDGE-ADvocA:rE. In what condition, physically, 
were you amI Noros when you were found by Mr. Melville at Bulun ~ 

The WITNESS. Both of us were in a very bad condition, and we were 
not fit to travel at the time. I was worse thau Noros. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Have you any further statement 
to make in reference to your journeyings with Noros after leaving the 
first cutter's party and before you encountered Mr. Melville at Bulun ? 
If yea, make it now. 

The WITNESS. No, sir; nothing sir, but that we left at the cache on 
the beach a broken Winchester rifle. 

The court then examined the witness as follows: 
Question by the COURT. When you were first found by the natives 

at Bulcour were you and Noros physically able to have turned back 
with them, if they had consented to go to the assistance of the captain 
and his party? 

The WITNESS. I think we were not; but if they had given us assist
ance and clothing we would have started and would not have delayed 
an hour at the huts. 

And.the court then, at 1.10 p. m., pending the further exa?1ination of 
thIS WItness, adjourned to meet to-morrow, the 8th day of December, 
1882, at 10 a. m. 



212 LOSS OF THE STEAMER .JEANNETTE. 

FIFTY-Fn~ST DAY. 

NAVY DEPAR't'MEN'l', 
Washington, D. C., Frida.y, December 8, 1882-10 a. 1lI. 

The court met pursuant to the adjournment of yeHterday. 
Present Commodore William G. Temple, United States Nav;y, presi

dent; Capt. Joseph N. Miller, United States Navy; Commander Fred
erick V. McNair, United States Navy, members; and Master Samuel C. 
Lemly United States Navy, judge-advocate. I 

The'record of the proceedings of yesterday, Thursday, December 7, 
1882, the fiftieth day of the inquiry, was then read, and, after correcting 
clerical errors, approved. 

Seaman W. F. C. NINDEMANN, the witness under examination, then 
carne in, and his exanllnatioll "as continued by the judge-advocate as 
follows: 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. State generally what your move· 
ments were subsequently to your meeting with Ch,ief Engineer Melville 
at Bulun, November 3, 1881, and state fully what efiorts were made by 
yourself and within your own knowledge by any other person connected 
with the J eanllette expedition for the relief of the first and second cut
ters' parties. 

The WI'l'NESS. On November 4 we moved into a hut that Mr. Mel
ville had rented. He then sat down and wrote three telegrams, one to 
the Secretary of the Navy, one to the American minister at St. Peters
burg, and one to Mr. Bennett .. I then gave him all the details from 
the time we landed until the time when we were found by the natives; 
then he sat down and made himself a chart, and after it was finished 
told me to mark down the huts, as near as I conld, and how many there 
were in each place. He then made arrangements with the young Pope 
to give him provisions enongh to make the search for De Long and his 
party. . 

On November 4 Bartlett got to Bulun with the telegram that I had 
sent by the commandant on the 30th of October. It then struck me 
what the commandant meant when I gave him the cartridge and he 
said he was going to give it to the captain; I then knew tbe meaning 
when I counted off on my fingers the number of men WA had left north;. 
that he kllew by that time about Melville when he started, and that at 
the time I counted off eleven on my fingers that he probably thought 
we belonged to Melville's part.y. 

On November 5 Melville had everything ready to make a start to 
search for De Long and his party. He left behind him orders for 
Danenhower, what to do when he got to Bulun. He took with him 
one of the natives that. seemed to know all about the huts that we had 
been to. 

On the 6th of November Danenhower arrived with the whole party 
from Geeomovialocke. He staid there a day or two to make arrange· 
ments to take the whole party south, except Bartlett, who was going to 
be left there in case that Melville did not return in twenty days, for him 
to go in search of him; but, Danpnhower found that he could not get 
transportation enough for everybod.y. . 

On Novemher 12 Mr. Danenhower had made arrangements to take five 
men besides himself. He asked me whether I was fit to travel. I told 
him " No," and he left Bartlett and me and four others. The teams 
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were ready on that afternoon. They started on their ;ay to akutsk. 
About the 24th of November we lost sight of the snn ; by this time 
Melville had been gone about twenty days. Bartlett went over to the 
command alit and had a talk with him, and asked him what he thought
whether-Melville was all right. He said to him that he thought he was. 
The next morning an officer from Verkeransk arrived, and we went to 
his place, and he had a talk with us. He gave us to understand that 
he was going further north. }~s soon as we found that he was going 
north, and as he was an officer, we thought there was no need of Bart
lett or anybody else going to look for Mr. Melville. Shortly after that 
we gave him some provisions to give to Mr. Melville if he should fall in 
with him-

November 26th, abont midnight, we were awakened by a native tell
ing us that Mr. Melville had arrived. As it was h1te at night, we did 
not have much to say to each other, and retired then for the night. 
The next morning Mr_ Melville told me that he had found the cache 
that we left, and that he had fetched all the valuables that he had found 
there, and had taken away the old clothing and stuff that was of no 
good and given it to the natives, as he coulcl not carry the whole of it; 
and that he had found the record and rifles, but had not found the hut 
where Erichsen was buried; nor had he seen anything of the captain's 
party. Before MelYi1le left I told him that I had no hopes that he 
would find the people a,liYe, as the last drop they had to eat was eaten 
on the tlth of October. We told ~Ir. Melville about the officer, and that 
he had gOlle north. He thell made up hi;; mind that he would stay until 
he returned. As soon ~l~ 11e returned he made arrangements with him 
to travel to Verkeranflk. Melyille and the officer left about the 1st or 
2d of Detember. liVe had orders to Rtart the next (la,y. By (,his time 
everybody had been fitted with skin clotbing. 'Ve left Bull1n on the 
evening of December:3; we arrived- at Verkeransk December 15. Here 
we fetched up with Melville, and we had to wait. a conple of days to lay 
in our provisions. Here Mr. llielville, with anotht'r officer that was in 
business there, wa,s to 12,-0 to YakntHk. They both of them left. in com
pany for Yakutsk Decemhpr 18. 

On Decemler HI we got in our stoek of provisiouR and left for Yakutsk 
that night. -vVe arrived at Yakutsk on ,January H, 1882. Here we 
found the whole party. MI'. Melville ,told Bartlett and me t,]tat he was 
going to keep 118 and sond the l'/>st of the party !louth, as he thought we 
were the strongest men ill th/~ party, and he thought that three were 
enongh to continue the search. Upon arriving ~1t Yakut:;;k, the Rus
sians had heen Christmasing, and we could do very little with them,. as 
they would not work in Christmas. We managed to get everytlung 
ready for the party that was g'oillg !:louth. Dallenhower and hi!:l party 
left Yakutsk .January 10. vVe had staid there some da.ys longer, 
going round the place, buying things, and gettillg' things ready that we 
had to have on our trip going back to the Lem1 Delta. We got ever.y
thing ready about J annary 17, 188~. Mr. Melville t,hen told me that he 
was goiug to send me and Baubikoff the next morning, a,s there was 
not transportation enough along the road to aecommodate tlw. whole 
party. , 

On the morning of the 18th ::'I'll'. Mdville gave me my Ol'ders to leave 
Yakutsk in the afternoon for Verkeransk and then for Bnlun, (wd at 
that place to await his arrival. These were the orders that MI'. Melville 
gave me on leaving Yakl1tsk. 

(The witness here produced, a,nd the judge-H(lvocate read alond and 
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placed before the court, the orders in question and a certified copy, 
marked XX, is appende~ to the.record.) . _ 

The witness then contmned bIS narratIve as follows: 
We left Yakutsk in the afternoon, traveling almost day and night, 

until we reached Verkeransk, on the 29th day of J annary. Here we had 
to stop a couple of days to lay in a supply of provisions. We left Ver· 
kerallsk about the 2d day of February for Bulun. Four hundred versts 
from Bnlnn tlw way was very bad and the S~lOw was very deep, and we 
killed a good many of om deer before reaehmg Bnlnn. ~e reached a 
place about 15 miles south of Bulnn, whe!'e; we fO~U1d n~tIves that bad 
plenty of deer. I had to leave the provIslOn tram behmd me the day 
before, as the deer were played out so far that ~he:v had to ~ave rest for 
a dav. Seeing: I could not get !ny deer allY further, I offered a man 
some tea and tobacco to get me fresh deer to go to Bulun, which be did. 
Got to Bulnn about February 12. Here I went into quarters. Here I 
reported my arrival to the commandant, then went into our same old 
quarters at the hut, as when we were there before.. Here I waited for 
Mr. Melville, who came about the 15th of February. I asked him where 
Bartlett was, and he said that he had passed him on the road during 
the early morning, and that he thought he wonld be in before night. 
Bartlett got to Bulun that night, but left the provision train behind 
him, which arrived the next day. Mr. Melville staid here long enough 
to make all arrangements necessary, and gave me and Bartlett orders 
to leave Bulull for Cath Carta on the 27th. I think they were written 
orders, and that Bartlett has got them. Mr. Melville and Mr. Green
beck, his interpreter, left Bulun the ~2d for Geeomovialocke, to buy fish 
enough to last during the search for Captain De LOllg alld Lieutenant 
Chipp. On the morning of the ~7th the weather was quite bad, and 
we had a little difficulty with C.e natives as to the weight of the pro· 
visions on the sleighs, they claiming that there was a little more than 
they were supposed to carry; that there was a little overweight. We 
went to work and we had everything overhauled again, and we found 
that we hall somewhere about 10 poods (a pood beillg about 40 pounds) 
m.ore than they were to get pay for, and this was the reason they 
kICked. We told them that we had nothing to do with it; that what· 
ever overweight there was that Mr. Melville would pay them as soon as 
he. returned to Bulnn. ~Y this time the weather was very bad, and our 
dnvers told us that we dId not have deer enough to start, and that the 
weat~er was very had. VI! e went to the head man of the village, who 
had SIgned the contract, to get him to go and tell them that they ought 
to get deer enough to start us off. He said that the weather was too 
bad, and that we could not start. We told him that we did not care 
how bad the weather was; that our orders \yere to start and that we 
were going to start. He said that we would get stuck in the snow and 
get .lost. We. told him we did not care. He then weut off growling, 
saymg somethlllg; what it wa:,; I don't know. After awhile he came 
back again with more deer, alld it was about 11 o'clock when we left 
Bulun. We ~ot st~ck in the snow three or four times, but we managed 
to get ont of It agalll and started again. 

About 5 o'clock in the afternooll the weather was so bad that we 
coul~ not see anything at all. By this time we were on the east side of 
t~e n~-er ball~, and sometimes found ourselves, when the wind let up a 
lIttle, III the mIddle of the ri vel'. A good many times we had to stop until 
th~ snow woulcllet up drifting a little and see whether we could see an 
obJ,ect that the n.ati ves wO~11d know. We kept on this way nntil after 
6 0 clock, when It was qUIte dark. Here something hallooed behind 
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me, and I told the driver to stop. I got out of the Rleigh, looked 
around, and couldn't see anybod;y. It didn't take long before a native 
came up with a deer team, making a reqnest for me to go lJack. We 
went back about 10 versts, when we came up to a hut .. Here I found 
Bartlett and the rest of the people. I asked them what the matter was 
that they had not followed me. He told me they had lost some of their 
deer teams, that they had to make a halt for to find them. He sent a 
driver out to look for them. They came back and told us that they could 
not find them. We were not satisfied with this, and sent them out again. 
They went out ag'ain for about a quarter of an hour, when he came back 
and said he had fonnd the deer close to the hut. We then were Jgoing to 
start ag'ain, but OUl' dri ver was afraid to start, as the we~Lther was bad and 
theycoulll not see allY thing. He then said that if they would get np early 
in the moruing, no matter how bad the weather was, that we would' get 
started again, which they all promised us t,hey would do. The next 
morning the weather wa.s still bad and we started along the eastward 
bank to the northward. We kept on driving till about ~ o'clock in the 
afternoon, and we carne up with some deer teams and I recognized two 
of the men. One of them was one of the men that found us in the hut, 
and the other was one I had staid with while I was in Ku Mark Surk. 
We had a talk with them for a little while, and they wanted to know 
where we were going. 'Ye told them, and the old man that I staid 
with while at Ku l\'Iark Surk changed drivers with my driver and we 
started along to Ku Mark Surk. We got there about 5 O'clock in 
the afternoon, and on arriving there I noticed that most of the people 
had left the village. I think there were only two tamilies left there. 
Here we had to wait for the dog teams that MI'. Mel ville was going to 
send from Geeomovialocke. 

And the court then, at 12 m., took a recess until 12.30 p. m., at which 
time it reconvened, with all the members, the judge-advocate, and the 
witness under examination present; and the witness then continued his 
narrative in answer to the pending question, as follows: 

I wish to state here that the first time when we went to Verkeransk, 
two days before getting there, I caught a glimpse of the sun again. 
After arriving at Verkeransk we saw the sun every day. While at Ku 
Mark Surk the wind was blowing every day. The weather was not fit 
for anybody to travel. Here we waited until iVIareh 8, when our dog 
trains arrived. We got everything ready that dR.y and left Ku Mark 
Surk on the morning of the 9th. The wind was blowing and the snow 
drifting, but not enough to stop us from traveling that day, and we got 
as far as Bulcom, and while going along I noticed that the coast line 
was very rocky and it was very bad traveling, and I thought if Noros 
and me had started on the morning of the 22d of October, 1881, that 
we never would have reached Kn Mark Surk, as this was the worst part 
of the way that we had seen. We staid here until the next morning 
and started north again. On that afteruoon we fell in with a merchant, 
who told us that Mr. Melville had arrived at Oath Carta, and that he 
had run short of provisions and that he had not,hing else but fish. We 
asked the merchant if he had plenty of fish. He said" Yes." vy e said 
as long as he had plenty of fish there is no danger of starvatlO~l, for 
they would not starve if they lived on fish for about a week. Bublkoff, 
illy interpreter, wanted us to send a sleigh ahead with some provisions 
to reach Cath Carta before us, but we thought it was unnecessary as 
long as they had plent;v of fish to eat. That night we did not reach any 
hnt, and so were compelled to camp 011 the island that me au~l Noros 
camped on the 16th. The next morning the weather was bad; broke 
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camp' reached Mat Vai hy noon; halted, something to eat, and then 
started for Oath Oarta. It was blowing very fresh, snow was drifting, 
and our dogs were getting pretty well played out. We came to a hut 
in the evening. which the natives call Bilak, which we had to stay at for 
the night. The next, morning got under way and reached Oath Oarta 
in the middle of the afternoon. Here we found Mr. Melville, Green
beck, and the eX-flspravllik of' Verkeransk. I wish to state here that he 

• was sent with Mr. Melville to accompany us in the search for Mr. De 
Lou o' and Mr. Cbipp, and to make arrangements with the natives to help 
us i~ evf'l'y way possible for him to do. Mr. Melville had orders from 
the govemorof Yakutsk to keep tbe ex-espravnik as long as he thought 
it was necessary. Here we had to wait for some days for the fish and 
doo·s. After th'e ex-espnwnik .had Illade all the arrangements witb the 
natives and Mr. Melville, there was no need of keeping him any longer, 
and he let him go back to Verkeransk. . 

On March 16, Mr. Melville, Greenbeck, and Bartlett's interpreter and 
me started- for U sterda, a place wbere we had crossel! the river when 
I was along with Captain De Long. Before getting there Mr. Melville 
sigbted a liut, and be asked me whetber I recognized it as the hut Us
terda, aud as the place where we had crossed the river. I told him 
"Yes," but that a couple of versts to the south of us was another hut. 
Mr. Melville, atfirst goillg off, wanted to go to UsterdfJ. and stay there and 
then eros"! the ri vel' at t,he same spot where Captain De Long had crossed 
it. I said there was no need of going II p there, as I was cert,aiu that that 
was the hut, and tbatI had secn the hut to the south of it. This was the 
hut !:bat we staid at that night. The llext d~1Y we went to the point of 
land where we rested after crossing- the river, following up along the 
river bank fm some tillie, and one of our drivers told us there was a 
hut to the soutltl~\Ust about 10 ven:;ts distant, and that probably was 
the hut where we Lad buried Eriehsell. [told him that if it was 
only 10 versts dis taut it could llot he the hut, and he said only 10 versts 
if a man knew the conrse to take. but if a man had not the course it 
was probably 25 or ;)0 versts. So Mr. Mel ville thought it was best to 
drive over theft" and hHY(' a look at the hut. We got to the hut and 
found it was tLe hnt the natives called ~1:e~a, aud the river that ran 
past it the Little Mesja. As soon as we found it was not the place we 
went back tbH S<1l1l(' way lYe camp, and tbeu picked up the trail till I 
got to the place where \ye campe(] October 1, 1881. From there we 
started along the little rin'l' wbich ran out after a while, and then' came 
into the eastward until \ve struck a large ri\'er which the natives called 
Big River Mesja. Just a little before striking the river the weather 
got so bad that after we had followed the bank for a little time we were 
obliged to run IHld: to Sister Ganak. Before getting to Sister Galla.k 
the uatiyes were talking about a hut that was close to Sister Ganak. 
We had great difficulty in fiuding it, and lost our way a couple of times 
before we found it. On g'etting there I found it was' not the hut where 
Erichsen was bnried. We then started for Sister Ganak. The next 
morning i~ :vas blowing so we could not do anything. As we did not 
have proVISIOns enough to lay around there uutil the weather should 
settle, lVh-. Melville lifted off about, fift.Y fish that we had and ran back 
to Cath Carta. By this time we had fish enongh and dog teams enough 
to start on the expeditiOll to the southward. A couple of days after 
that arrangements were made for Mr. Mel ville and me to start once 
more from the north and send Bartlett down to Mat Vav to start from 
Mat Yay to the uorth wa.rd alldmeet afterwards if we could. The uext 
morning JUl'. Meldlle and me started back and picked up the way or 
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tJ'ail. Bartlett went to Mat Va.y to start the search from Mat Vay to the 
northward. Before Bartlett left I gave him all the informa.tion about the 
land and the rivers t.hat I could. After Mr. Melville and me had struck 
the large rivers again we kept Oll going along to the southward. One 
(If our drivers then said that there was a 1m t somewhere to the eastward. 
By this time the weather had got bad again and it was blowing quite 
fresh, and I tOI.d Mr. Mplville that I thought IY8 were far enongh to the 
eastward. and If there was a hut t.here I did lIOt think it was Erichsen's 
hut, By this time the weather was pretty ba;(l, and we got off the river 
to keep on going to the southward and eastwlwd, until evening, when 
the weather was so had t.hat we could not reach an" of the huts that we 
knew in the vicinity, and so were oblig'ed to camp 'down for the night. 
The next morning the weather was still bad. Mr. Meh'ille ctsked one of 
the drivers how far we were oft'frolll Stl Vina. He thought about 20 
versts, He theu made up his mind, as the weather was'vf\l')' bad, to 
run for Su Vin::!.. 'VVe got then' about noon-time, when the weather 
bad let up a little. Short.ly after that time some of our teams came 
along from Geeomovialocke, with f1sh, 011 their mty to Catll Oarta. We 
stopped them here. Mr. Melville and me had a eOllversatiOlI, and he 
asked Ille wlJat I thought; was it llOt beKt to start from Mat Yay and 
continnE' tIlE' search J! I said "Ye,,:," and tLat I wonld not have any 
trouble in tilHling them fi.'Olll Mat Yay. By this time the weather had 
let up ,[ good tleal, and we started for Mat. Yay, Mr. Melville giving 
orders for the teams of each to take them down to Mat Yay. During 
this time Ire hitd I-Wflll Tlothing' of Bartlett. We got to Mat Vay about 
5 o'clock in the afteI'lloull. There we stai(l for the night,. This was on 
the e,enillg of tile 2:2d of :Jlarch. 

On the moruing of the :28d Mr. Melville allllme started to the north
ward allli Ivestward, amI then kept on skil'ting from beadlaml to head
land until we \vere making- a eourse almo"t strnight fill' Stolbovoi. 
That was to the sonth of us. We here stop]Jf'd alld had a look around. 
Mr. Mel'li Ile askt'd Ille if I rl'cognized the plaee, I t.old him tlmt I did 
not recognize the place we were at, but a little further to the east,ward 
there waiS a plaee tltat I recognized, a.nd tlutt, I thought, was not fat 
away from the river, where 1 expected to find the people. We then eu 
across the land to tlw eastward, and in abon t half an bour we raIl a.cross 
a place where there had been a fire. We stopped here, aJJ(l Mr. Mel
ville aske(l me whet-Iler me fmd Noros had built a tire her",.. I told him 
"no." By this time I looked arouIJd and K::! II' the river 200 or :300 yards 
to the east of us. I at once recog'llizerl it, and told Mr. Melville; 
pointed to the point where me and Noros ha.d stopped the first night 
we left the captain. Around the fire-place we found t.he foot-tracks of 
the men. 1 was going to walk alollg the river bank to the lIorthward. 
When we 11:0t on the rh'er ban" I looked to the northwfmI and saw the 
{lId scow that Noros amI me had pass(~d the day that we lef~ the ea:p
tain. Mr . .:vlelville then saill, "NilHlemann, yon had bett,.;], fnt down lTl 

YOill'sleigh and we will driYe up to thescow; we "haJl get t.here quic.ker." 
Mr. Melville and me drove 011 for abont,l ,000 yards. We saw a trIpod, 
with a rifle hanging on it, stieking' up a foot ont of the snow-bank. . We 
at once reeognized the place, and Htoppell. When I saw the ht:'3hmgs 
{If the tripod I recogllized it as the drag-rope that we llsed for the 
sleigh. I thought at. the time t.hat they had left the books amI papers 
there, and that t.he Rleigh was below in the SIlOW and underneatll the 
tripod. I t.hen Raid to Mr. Melville tbat. J was going down to t.he scow 
to see if they had been there; and, going along to tl1e north ward, [ 
looked for the kyak, to see if t,he people had been there. Durmg 
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my absence Mr. Melville walked along the river bank to the south. 
ward, and going to the fiat-boat I found that there had been a fire there 
in two places. I then got upon the ri vel' bank ll:nd ~alked to the north
ward now and then finding footsteps, or foot-prlllts, III the snow. I kept 
on fo; quite a while, but did not see anythin~ of the_ kyak. <?n m;v way 
going back to the tripod I saw Mr. MelvIlle C0Il1111g np wIth hIS dog 
team and coming up to me, he told me that he had found three pflople 
to th~ sodth of the tripod on the bank of the river, and that they were 
Captain De Long, the doctor, and Ah Sam. He w~lIted me to. g? on 
with him to break them out of the snow, as the natIves were afraId of 
touching them. Before this we had put the natives to work-our dog
drivers to work-to dig down and find ont what was under the tripod. 
I then returned with Mr. Melville to the place where we found the 
bodies. The bodif's were frozen to the ground, and we had to take 
sticks of wood to pry them np. Mr. Melville told me that he had found 
the captain's note-book laying behind him; and that t.he first thing' to 
attract his attention had been the cooking-pot, standing close on the 
river bank, aud by looking around that he had seen Captain De Long's 
hand sticking out of the snow. I overhauled the people to find every· 
thing they had Oll them-all the little things they had in their pockets, 
papers and everything else-and took them from them. I 0'7{~rhauled 
one of Captain De Long's pockets and found five twenty-dollar gold 
pieces. I was surprised when I fOllnd them, and surprised that he had 
carried ~l.ny money with him_ I gave them to Mr. MelYille, and asked 
him if he knew that Captain De LOllg had carried any money. He said he 
knew that he had carried some, but he thought he had thrown it away. 
Everything that was found on their persons was tied up separately in a 
handkerehief or piece of cloth that was found on them. After I had 
taken eyerything from the bodies, we put them close together and cov
ered thelll up with a lot of rags and pieces of the tent, and left them 
there. About this time it commenced to blow quite fresh, and the snow 
commenced to drift. We went back to the tripod, and going there we 
found that the natives had foun(l the two tin cases containing the ship's 
papers_ Mr. Melville said they could go 011 digging a little longer. It 
did not take long before they laid bare two more of the dead people. 
We tried to find out who they were, but could not. 

The we:lther was getting worse, and it was getting late in the after
noon, and Mr_ .:.\felville thought it best for us to return to Mat Vay. 
On returning we only took the cases containing the ship's papers that 
we had fonnd, leaving the bodies where we had found them. We stuck 
up a stic~ ill the snow, in case the hole where we had been digging 
sho~ld drIft fnIl, as a mark that we eould recognize the place again on 
comlllg to find the spot. We found Bartlett there. He told us that he 
had arrived there at noon, and that he was thinkillg about starting 
after us, but as the weather was bad he thought it was best to stay 
and start out the next ~orning again. He told about his trip, and told 
us he had to camp out Il1 the snow the same night we had and that 
he ran to Su Vina, and that when he arrived there he found'some hot 
coals in t.he fire-place, but did not know exactly who could have been 
there. . 

I wish to state here that Mr. Melville returned to Mat Vav and sent 
one of the dog-drivers with a letter to Oath Carta to tell Greenbeck to 
come down to Mat Vay. 

On the morning of' the 24th Mr. Melville gave Bartlett and me orders 
to go back to the place where the bodies were fonnd and as the weather 
was st.ill yery bad he thought it was best for as jukt to feteh the three 
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bodies and return to Mat Vay. He was going to stay at Mat Vay to 
do some writing and to write or teleg;raph to the Secretary of the Navy. 
Me and Bartlett started out. We arrIved at the place, aud we started to 
dig up the snow where we had found Captain De Long the doctor and 
Ah Sam the day before. By digging up the snow arodnd there, w'here 
they lay, \~e found a good many small articles. We tilen looked round 
on the river ice to see whether we could see a place that looked 'like 
the place where Alexy was buried, as we found out in the captain's 
journal that Alexy was buried in the river to the east of t,he flat-boat. 
We dug around for quite a wllile, but did not find anything. The 
weather by this time was getting worse, and we could see but a short 
distance. We then went back to take the bodies; put Captain De 
Long on my sleigh, and Ah Sam; and Bartlett took the doctor. We 
started back to Mat Vay. We dug a hole in the snow and pnt the bod
ies in it and covered them up with tents. 

And the court then, at 1.20 p. m., pending the further examination of 
this witness, adjourned to meet to-morrow, the 9th day of December, 
1882, at 10 a. m. 

FIFTY-SECOND DAY. 

NAVY DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, D.O., Saturday, December 9, 1882-10 3;. m. 

The court met pursuant to the adjournment of yesterday. 
Present, Commodore William G. Temple, United States Navy, presi

dent; Capt. Joseph N_ Miller, United States Navy, Commander Fred
erick V. :lVlcNair, United States Navy, members; and Master Samuel 
C. Lemly, United States Navy, judge-advocate. 

The record of the proceedings of yesterday, Friday, December 8,1882, 
the fifty-first day of the inquiry, was then read, and, after correcting 
clerical errors, approved. 

Seaman W. F. C. Nindemann, the wituess under examination, then 
came in and continued his answer to the pending question, which was 
repeated by the judge-ad vocate, as follows: 

State, generally, what your movements were subsequent to your 
meeting with Chief Engineer Melville at Bulnn, about November 3,1881, 
and, fuIly, wha.t efforts were made by ;yourself, and within your knowl
edge by any other person conw'cted with the Jeannette expedition, for 
the relief of the first and second cutters' parties. 

The WITNESS. On the morning of March 25, Bartlett, Greenbeek, 
and myself were sent back to the place where the people were found. 
On getting there we put the natives at work to dig out the two bodies 
that we had discovered two days before tha,t. On getting one of them 
?llt we found that it was Gortz; the next one was Boyd. At this time 
It was noon-time, and Greenbeck had orders to return to Mat Vay to 
translate some writing for Mr. Melville. We told him that as he was 
going to Mat Vay he might as well take the two bodies along to M!1t 
Yay. After digging a while longer they laid bare another body; thIS, 
we found, was that of Mr. Collins. We founel his face was covered with 
a pair of red drawers. On getting him out Bartlett and me overhauled 
him and took everything' that we could from his pockets in the line of 
papers, a small book, and other small articles, and tied it all up in one 
O~his handkerchiefs. Bartlett and me took very good care that we 
dId not lose any, and that we got every article off of him, as we always 
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were O'ood friends of Mr. Collins. After a couple of hours the natives 
had l~d bare two other bodies. On getting them out we found that 
they were Dressler and Iverson. We also took from them whatever 
they had on them, tIed everything up s~parately and took care of it. 
By this time it was getting towar~ evemng, .and the weat~er was get
ting a little bad. We returned wIth the bo(11es and the thmgs that we 
found on them to Mat Vay. On arriving tbere we put the bodies along 
with the rest of them and turned over to MI'. Melville everything that 
we had found on the~. Mr, Melville sent Greenbeck to Cath Carta t~ 
send Boubikoff down to Mat Vay to carry dispatches to Bulun. Boubi
koff arrived about nine o'clock that same night. On March 27, after 
we had our breakfast, Boubikoff was started off with the dog team 
and provisions to last him to Bulun, with instructions to go there as 
quick as possible, and return as quick as he could to Mat Vay. 

Bartlett and me were sent back again to the place where the bodies 
were found. We kept on digging up toward the river bank, but did 
not fiud anything else that day but a doctor box and a flag. I told 
Bartlett that we had everything now that tbe people had to carry. I 
kept on looking: for Kaack and Lee, but dill not find them. 

On March 28 we had a snow-storm from the southeast, and we could 
not leave the hut as the weather was so bad. The storm continued until 
the 29th. I wish to correct what I Raid, that on the 27th, when we found 
the box and the flag, that shortly after that we struck the place where 
Kaack and Lee were found. Here we had found Kaack and Lee. We 
bad then found everything that belonged to the people, and had found 
all the pe9ple that we expected to find. 

On March 30 Mr. Melville, Bartlett, and myself went back to the 
place to look for Alexy, and to take the boards off t.he old scow, and 
planks to make a box large enough to hold the people. On arriving 
there, Mr. Melville told me to take my driver and go along the river to 
the northward to see what, I could find of Erichsen's hut. I started off, 
and after we had traveled for a little time, found a kyak, and I got as 
far that day as where N oros and me had left the captain. Here I found 
a saucepan that the party had left. This was about. four o'clock in the 
afternoon. As I did not ba\Te any provisions, I returned to Mat Vay. 
On April] I was put to work to make a box large enough to hold t,he 
people. Bartlett and the natives were sent hack again to get more 
planks. In the evening Boubikoff returned from Bulnn. I was busy 
making the box and ~ross7 Bar-tIAtt with the natives being busy getting 
p!anks a.ncl a large stIck tor making a cross of. On April 4, Mr. Mel
VIlle and Bartlett went to the southward along the high land t.o look 
for a place to bury the people. That evening I got donefillishing the 
?ross, and Mr. Melville told me that they would cut the inscription, and 
If the weather was fine to-morrow that he was "'oing to start me off to 
look for Erichsen's hut. ,., c 

On April 4, after breakfast, Mr. Melville told Bartlett and me to go 
and overhaul the borlies again, and to see that there was nothinO' left on 
them in the line of papers or any other small articles. Iverson ~as sup
posed to have a small book of some kind on him which Bartlett had 
seen a great many times on the ice. WI3 overhauled Iverson's pockets 
ever.ywhere to find this book but did not find it. ,IV e then overhauled 
Captain De Long again, as there was one leaf torn out of bis note
b?ok.. Mr. Melville. thonght that the captain probabl;v wrote a note to 
hIS Wife before he died, and thought that he tore ont the leaf from his 
bo.ok to w~ite it oU:W e. overhaiIled him aga,in but did not find any
thmg on hlln. Before thiS Bartlett and I had been talking about Mr. 
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Collins; he was supposed to have more papers 011 him when he was 011 

the ice. For this reason Mr. Melville told me to overhaul him again 
and to see whether we could find any more papers. We over'hauled him 
everywhere and ever~' place where we thought papeI'IS could be placed. 
We did not find an,Y. Bartlett opened his sl;iirt and found a large 
bronze cross. Me and Bartlett got talking about it, whp-ther to leave 
it on him or whether to take it off. We did not know exactly what to 
"do, and I believe I wem. into the hut and called Mr. Melville out. I 
asked him what did he think about it f At, first, going off, he did not 
know exactl~" what to do with it, but at last he said that it was a part 
of his relig'ion, and that he thought it was best that we should bury him 
with the cross on. He then told Bartlett to tuck the cross into his 
bosom, which Bartlett did. These three were the only parties that 
were overhauled at, that time. By this time my driver had got l'eady 
and I took with me a day's provisions, for I thought I could make the 
hut in a day and return the next day. I made our course from Mat Vai 
across land until we IStruck the riYel' that N oros and me had.gone along. 
I stopped to give the dogs a rest where the kyak was laying, and look· 
ing around I found a wooden spool, a thread spool, that showed that 
()apt~in De Long had halted there. I also found a fire·place. I then 
started along until I struck the place where Nmos and me had parted 
with the captain. Still got along to the northward, and found the place 
where we had camped for dinner on the 8th of Uctober. Here I shoved 
off to go to the westward, but I thought, that I could go back to the trail 
again by going along the riYer. After I left. this place, st,arting along the 
river, a snow-storm set in, and it was getting so thick that I could not see 
anything. The snow·storm lasted until about five o'clock that night, 
when it cleared off. By this time I thought I had trayeled far enongh, and 
that I was then in the vicinity of the hut where Erichseu died. I looked 
around, but could see uothing, except some object to the northward, 
which looked to me as if it was a hut. It took us quite a time to make 
it, as our dogs were getting a little weak and the road was bad to travel. 
On getting there I found that it was nothing else but a tripod and a 
couple of fox traps. By this time it was getting dark, and as I thought 
I was far enough to the northward, I camped down'for the night. The 
next morning the weather was fine, and as I only had one day's provis
ions, my intention was to run back to Mat Vay to get more provisions, 
a.nd pick up the trail and follow it until I reached the hut. About nine 
o'clock we got on our way south. I came into a dry river bank, where 
I noticed the driftwood that was piled up there, and where we had 
halted on the 7th of October at dinner time to make some tea. I then 
knew where I was, and turning to the northward and westwa:rd I struck 
the ruins of a hut which I had sighted when I was along WIth the cap· 
t~in when I journeyed south. I then kept on to th~ northward un!il I 
sJghted a couple of fox traps on the bank of the rIVeI'. I recogmzed 
these two traps, went over there, got on the top of the river bank, and 
saw the hut to the west of us. We then started for it; before we reached 
the hut a snow· storm set in and we could not see anything; but as I had 
got the beariuo's of the hut we manged to reached it all right. On get
tingtothe hut ~ve found that the hut was drifted full of snow. The head
board that we had set up on the ridge after he died was still over the 
door. As it was after dinner, and we had no provisions to stay another 
d~y, I told my driver the place where the gun, the record,. and the car
trIdges were laying; and as we only had one snow shovel It would take 
Us too long to take the snow out of the hut, so we ~-ent to work an~ ~'ot 
the slats off the hut on the side where the record, nfie, and ammumtlOn 
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were. We then worked down to the place through the snow and we 
found wbat we were hunting for-that is, the record, rifle, and car· 
tridges. We then started forMat Vay, setting our. course as near as we 
could. vVe struck the place where the people ha~ d~ed'about five o'clock 
and reached Mat Vav about six o'clock. By thIS tIllW the weather was 
fine. On arriving at Mat Yay Mr. Melyille told me that they had buried 
the people, and that it would very probably take another day to cover 
the graves with stones and to put up the cross. arm. . . 

On April 7 everybody went up the mountaIlls to ~msh up th.e work 
that was undone. We put up the cross arm and fimshed covermg the 
grave with stones. vVe got tllrongh about sundown. . 

On AprilS everybod;y went to Oath Carta. Here ev~rythmg was' got 
ready for the search for Lieuteuant Ohipp. Mr. lVlelvllle made all the 
arrangements necessary for the search for Lieutenant Uhipp along the 
coast line of the delta. 

On April 10 everything was ready, and Bartlett and me got orders to 
start for Barkin and there to separate, and from 'there Bartlett to go 
south and examine the coast and the mouths of the rivers as far as 
Geeomovialocke, and there to stay and await Mr. Melville's and my arri· 
val. lVIy orders were to go west from Barkin as far as the river where 
the first cutter had landed, and, if I lntd provisions enongh, to keep on 
along the coast as far as North Bulun, and then back to Cath Oarta, and 
there await the arrival of lVIr. Melville. 

Here are the written orders which I got at the time. 
The witness here prodnced, and the judge-advocate read aloud and 

placed before the conrt, the orders in question, aud a certified copy 
marked A B is appended to the record. 

The witness then continued his testimony, as follows: 
lVIe and Bartlett started the 10th of April, and passing Sister Ganak 

we took along the fifty fish which Mr. Melville and me had left there 
some time before. ~~ e then started again and got as far as the place 
called Barchuck. Here we stopped for the night. The next morning 
the weather was bad and it was blowing from the southeast and the 
snow was drifting. Our drivers did not much like starting, but we, 
would not give them any rest until they started. By noon we got to an
other place, where we stopped and had dinner. After dinner the weather 
was so bad that we could not see 10 yards ahead of us. We then made 
up our minds to stay there; but when afterwards the weather let up a 
little, we made a start again, and about fiye o'clock in the afternoon we 
reached a hut which t.he natives told us was Barkin, or called "the 
Barkin hut." By this time the weather was quite clear and we looked 
around, but we could not see tlte ocean anywhere, and we at first thought 
that this could not be the place; but as the natives kept on saying it 
was, we believed them. We stayed there that night. The next morn
ing the snow was drifting some and we could not see very well. Bart
lett th~m~ht it was no nse starting on the search as long as the snow 
was drIftmg, as we could not see anything. About ten o'clock the snow 
stopped drifting and it cleared. We then made a start on a river run
ning somewhere to the northward and eastward. Bartlett took the 
east side and I the west side. About noontime I had lost sight of Bart· 
lett. The land here turned to the westward and the natives told me 
t~at we were out on the ocean. I then started to follow up the coast 
hne as near as I could, as the land here is very low and it was very hard 
to. tell whether you were on land or on ice. Before long I made the 
drIver stop to find out whether it was land or ice. As the driver knew 
the straight course for Biloch, they would try to make a straight course, 
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making a cut-off over some points of land, but I never would let them 
do this. I kept ~:m un~l ni~ht, when we camped down. During the day 
I had seen no SIgns of OhIPP'S boat or any place that would indicate 
where they had been. The next morning we broke camp again and 
followed up the ,coast line. Here I had to go north, sometimes north
east, and sometImes to the nort.hward and westward, and somptimes 
west. About fiye o'clock I sighted the mast of t·he boat, and, shortly 
after that, the pole that. we had set up on the beach when we Ie.nded on 
the 17~h of 8ept,ember, 188]:. On sighti,ng the mast of the boat, I told 
the driver to drIve over to It. On gettmg up to the boat I found that 
she was all ~llowed i~l except abo,nt !onr or five inches of her stern, and 
a cOlf'ple of lllches of her stern st,1cklllg out of the snow. I told the na
ti"ves to take some of tIlE' snow out, and I found that everything was in 
the boat the way we had left it, aud that she was very full of ice. I 
took out of her an old marliue spike aud a monkey-wrench; all the rest of 
the stuff that we had left in her wa·s frozen in, and as it was getting 
dark we did not have time to dig ont any more. I then toldthe natives 
that I would go to Biloch to stay oyer for that night. They t.hen came 
across the land to the south until we sighted a hut, and gftting up to 
it I saw that it was not Biloch, and as t.here was only one hut and it was 
very small, the natives wanted to know whether I was going to stay 
there, I told them" no"; that I wanted to go to Bilock, as it was only 
a short distance. They at first kicked a little and they did not like to 
do it. After a while we started off, and in about a half an hour we 
reached Bilock. There were the two huts that we had found at the place 
after we left the beach. One of these was snow-filled, and the entrance 
to the other was snowed over. We were obligjed to crawl in through 
the smoke hole, or top of the hut. Here we stayed during the night, 
and the next morning I drove along the river for some time. At last 
the drivers kept 011 edging up the river and edging more and more to 
the westward trying to make a short cut for North Blllun. I told them 
about it a couple of times, but still they kept on doing it, and at last I 
made them stop the dogs, turn the dogs aronnd, and made them under
stand that I wanted them to §l;0 back to the firl:lt cutter. After awhile 
they started and they hove in ~"ight of the first cutter. I then told them 
that we would start to the westward now, along the coast line; that we 
did not want to make any short cuts across the land; got along all right. 
The coast line here was running pretty well west until ten o'clock, then 
it got to the southward and westward. About three o'clock we struck 
a very large tripod, which looked to me as if the nat,ives were using 
this in the summer time for a tent, and one of my drivers, on talking to 
me, told me they did, and that sometimes there were four or five fami
lies living in it. I kept on a little longcr until we struck the riYer. I 
asked the natives whether this was the river; they said" yes"; that it 
was the river called North Bulun, and that about 10 versts farther, to 
the southward amI westward, we would find North Bulun. About five 
?'clock we passed through North Bulun, where there ;vas nobody liv
mg. I wanted to stay ill one of these huts, but the natIves told me that 
there was another place 10 versts to the southward and westward where 
there were people living. I told them "all right" ; to go ahead and to 
~ake for the place. We arrived at Borkhia about six o'clock in the eye
mng. I here stayed with a native for the night that had worked WIth 
us all the time before starting out on the search for Mr. Uhipp; he got 
sick and went home. The next morning I started for Oath Oarta, and 
about 10 versts to the southward of' Borkhia we found another place 
where there were natives. Here was another manlivip.g that had worked 
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for us and he was one of the men that found Noros and me at Bulcour. 
He in~ited me to go in and have some tea with him. After tea I started 
~long the river, and about thr.ee o'clock in the afternoon fell i':1 with a 
man who was on the river fishmg, and on the west bank of the 1'1 vel' saw 
a hut where there were some natives outside. Here the river was rUll
ning too far to the westward, and we left it to steer ~s straig?t a course.for 
(lath Carta as we could; We crossed a couple of small 1'1 vel'S mUlllng 
to the east and west, and then arrived at Cath Oarta about five o'clock. 
Here there was nobody left but Greenbeck and one of our servantS. 
Greenbeck told me that before Mr. Melville had left that he sent BOli
bikoff and Koliucon with everything that we had found belonging to 
Oaptain De Long and his party south as far as Yakutsk, and had sent the 
rest of our servants back to Buluu. I here waited a day or two, and as 
we were running short of fish for dog food I sent down to Mat Vay to get 
np the last of the fish, as we had to have them anyhow before we could 
start for Geeomovialocke. 

And the court then, at 12 m., took a recess until 12.30 p. m., at which 
time it reconvened, with all the members, the judge-advocate, and the 
witness under examination present; and the witness then continued his 
narration, in answer to the pending question, as follows: 

On the afternoon of the 30th Mr. Melville arrived from his trip to 
Alenek, at Cath Carta. We waited here a couple of days for Mr. Me1-
ville to take a rest. On April 23 everything was ready for the trip to 
Geeomovialocke. We left Cath Carta in the morning at three o'clock for 
Geeomovialocke, and on our way passed Qu Vina. About noon we 
struck the river where De Long and his people had been found. Here 
we crossed the river to the eastward. Before we got half way across a 
gale of wind set in and the snow started drifting, so that we lost our 
way a couple of times, and had to camp down on the ice. During the 
night Greenbeck and me, sitting in the tent, got our hands pretty badly 
frozen. Early the next morning the weat.her had let up, and the 
weather was getting a little better, and we broke camp, and struck a 
hut about nine o'clock, called Ordono. Here we halted to have some
thing to eat. After that we started again, and kept on till four o'clock 
in the afternoon, till we came to a place where there were a couple of 
huts. Here we were going to balt for the night, but found that there 
were some people in the buts; these were the people that Mr. Melville 
had spoken about, who had three of their children frozen to death. 
They were still there making coffius to bnry their children. We just 
stopped here for a little while to have tea, and then started again and 
kept on until we struck another place, where we halted for the night. 
The next day we started again across land. The land here was about 
40 or 50 feet high. We continued on until late in the afternoon, when 
we got on to a river. Shortly after that we passed three huts. Mr. 
Melville told me this was the place where they stayed 'one night. We 
stopped here to melt some ice to frepze our sleigh runners. After that 
we started again, and it was dark when we struck Arii' here we staid 
to Lave something to eat. As it was only 10 versts to Geeomovialocke, 
we starteli and got there som~wh,,:re near midnight, or past mi<iniglit. 
I do not know exactly what tIme It was. Here we found Bartlett· we 
asked him whether lie had found out anythinG" about Mr. Chipp and his 
pa~ty; he saili " No;" that they had seen no ~igns of the seco~d cutter 
or Its party. The ne:x;t morning a native came from Tamoos, telling us 
that there were Amencans over there. We did not know at the time 
who it was. Mr. Melville got a dog team and went across to find out 
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who they were. On returning he told us that it was Mr. Jackson, a 
Herald corr~spondent, and Noros, and said that they were going to be 
over there lU an hour or two. I also should mention Mr. Larson who 
was there with them. After a time they came, and we had quite ~ talk 
with them. Mr. Jackson had made up his mind to go and see th~ place 
where the people were found, and to see the place where they were 
buried. I believe his idea was to ta~e either me or Bartlett, if he could 
obtain us, to show him the places; but Mr. Melville thought that some 
of our dri\'ers that knew the places as well as we did would answer his 
purpose. On April ~8 everything was all ready, and Mr. Melville 
Bartlett, and me started on our journeying across the bay to the rive~ 
Jana, to see if we could see. any signs of Chipp; bnt we. did not see. any 
Higus in crossing' the. bay. We arrived at a place within 30 versts of 
the bay. We halted for the night. The next morning we sent our dog 
teams back to Geeomovialocke and sta,rte.d from here with reindeer 
teams to Oceansk. We went there to see whether the people had heard 
anything about Mr. Chipp's party. Upon arriving there we found that 
they had heard nothing of them, and as it was getting toward summer, 
and as it was of no use for us to stay on the Lena delta, as we had 
done everything we conld do, we. thOllght that it was best to return to 
Yakutsk. Before arriving at Yakutsk we got stuck to the northward 
of Yakutsk, in the monntains. Here Lieutenant Berry and Master 
Hunt, of the ship Rodgers, Mr. Jackson, Mr. Larson, and Noros fetched 
up with us. Here we had to wait some days before we could crOSR the 
mountains. We arrived at Yakntsk shortly after that, and waited for 
a couple of da;rs, taking a rest. We then took passage on a steamer to 
go south. After we had left Yakutsk, for some time, we passed a 
steamer early in the morning having in tow quite a large boat, which 
was schooner-rigged. We saw her, but were not sure whether Mr. 
Harber was on board or not, bllt we had some idea that he was, by the 
way the boat was rigged that was towing ast,ern. A day or two after
wards we got to a place where we halted to wood-up. Here we found 
out that Mr. Harber had gone north. From this time on I was in com
pany with l\'lr. MelYille, and came on with him to the United States. 

The j'lldge-ad vocate then examined the witness as follows: 
Question by the JUDGE·ADVOOATE. YOll have stated that a lot of 

ships' papers were found near the remains of the first cutter's party. 
What were these papers ~ 

The WITNESS. They were Captain De Long's own private journal 
and observations that he had made during the cruise of the Jeannette, 
and other ships' papers, which I do not know what they were. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOOATE. Was there, to your knowle.d~e, 
anything left undone by anyone belonging to the Jeannette expedltlOn 
which it was possible to do to effect the rescue of the first and second 
(mtters' parties? 

The court was here cleared, at the request of a member, and after
wards reopened, the witness being present, and he then answered the 
question as follows: 

The WITNESS. As far as my owu knowledge is concerned, everything 
has been done to save them. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Have you any further statement 
to make in relation to the efforts made to secure the first and second 
cutters' parties ~ If yea, make it now. 

The WITNESS. No, sir. 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Have you any charge to lay or 

H. Ex. 108-15 
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special commendation to offer cOl~crrning any officer .0: man connected 
with the Jeannette expedition: FIrst, as to the condItIOn of the vessel 
on her departure from San Francisco; second, her m~n.agement up to 
the time of her 10';:-;; third, ller ]oss; fourth, the prOVISIOns made and 
plaus adopted for }he safety of the bo~ts' crews on t~eir leaving ~btj 
wreck; fifth, the eftorts made by the varIOus officers to lllsure the safety 
of the parties under their charge a.nd, for the relief of the other parties; 
sixth, the general conduct and ments of each and all the officers and 
men of the expedition ~ 

TIl\:' VVITNESS. No, sir. 
Cro,;s-examination by the judge-ad vocate in behalf of the late Jerome 

J. Collills, llieteorologist of the Jea1lnette expedition. 
Question hy tbe .JUDGE-ADVOCA1'E. Was Mr. Collins regarded and 

spoken of <I'; a seam all Oll board tIle J eannette'~ 
The VVITl'mss. I never heard of it. 
Question lly the JUDGE-ADVOCATE, vVhat was Mr" Collins's physical 

condition, as eompared with the other members of the party, when you 
and N 01'OS left. them '~ 

'fhe WITNESS. I think Mr. Collins was in a bout the fallle condition 
as the most of us; but, Illy belief is, if Captain De Long had sent him, 
that he would h<1ye staicl behind anll not take to the water as we did; 
as I used to notice when we trayeled on the ice that he ayoided very 
mnch getting iuto tlJe water. 

-Questioll by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Did Mr. Collins request to be 
permitted to go with you and Noros when you left the first cutter's 
party and went ahead for relief'? 

The WITNESS. That I am not certain of. I do not know whether he 
did or not. I know tile evening before I left Captain De Long I had 
spoken to Collins that the captain was goiug to send me off tile next 
morning; and I then told him I had very little hope of falling in with 
llatiYl'I<, but Mr. Collins said that he thougbt as we had stood so much 
hardship and lJad weathered the gale, God would not forsake us at the 
last stretch. 

Question lly the JUDGE-A.DvoCATE. Is it or is it not a fact that dur
ing the retreat the party was frequently ordered to be ready for a start 
at 5 o'cloek in the morning, and that De Long lay in his tent until 2 
o'clock in the afternoon when not sick, thereby causing unnecessary 
delay '~ 

The '''fITNESS. III the first place I do not think that we ever started 
at 5 o'clock in the morning. If I am not mistaken we were called at {j 
o'clock ill the morning, or shortly after that. No such thing ever hap
pened. 

Ques~ioll by the, JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Did NIl'. Collins say anything to 
you betore youleft?- If yea, what was it"? 

The judge-advocate stated that he would permit the witness to pro
cee,d with his a,nswer to the question, though clearly hearsay, as long 
as It was of a general character and not calculated to reflect injuriously 
upon any persoll connected with the expedition reserving his right in 
that event to objeet. . ' 

The WI1'NES,S. Not that I recollect. The only one that said anything 
to me Oil leavlllg was the doctor. He said, "Nindemann, I will see 
now what kind of man you are." What he meant by that I cannot 
exactly say. ~e was the only one who spoke to me on leaving, except 
that the rest of the people shook hands with us and wished us to find 
assist~nce, and hoped we would be back soon, as soon as possibll'. 
That IS the only tiling, that I know of, that was said at the time. 
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Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Did Bartlett say anything to you 
about letters that were on Collins's body'~ 

The Judge-Advocate objected to this question as calling for hearsay 
evidence, and stated that Bartlett himself would, when available be 
-summoned to appear as a witness before the court. ' ' 

The court was then cleared for deliberation upon the objection of the 
judge-advocate, and then reopened, the witness being present; and the 
president announced as the decision of the court that the objection of 
the judge-advocate was not sustained and that the qnestioll should 
be put. 

The witness then answered the question as follows: 
The WITNESS. Bartlett did not sa,y anything to me at the time when 

we overhauled the body of Mr. Collins. As me and Bartlett were, as I 
stated before in my testimony, good friends of Collins, we said that we 
would take good care of every slip of paper and everything that we 
found on him, which we did; everything which was found on him was 
turned over to 1Vrr. Melville, and, as to my knowledge, it is here now. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. ~What papers were taken from 
the body of Mr. Collins ~ 

The WITNESS. There "-as only a few papers; what they were I can
not say, as they were rolled up, and they were damp, and it would not 
have done to open them. Besides these there was a little note- book 
with a black co,-er. These are the only papers that I know of. But 
we thought that Mr. Collins shouldltave bad 1110re papers, as he had, 
in talking to me on the ice at some occasion, told me that he had every
thing that occurred on board of the Jeannette down on very little paper. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. What, as nearly as you can give 
them, were Melville's exact words when he was asked what should be 
done with the cross that was suspended from Collins's neck '1 

The WITNESS. I have stated that, as neal' as I can in my testimony, 
at the first going- off Mr. Melville comiclered and then said that he 
thought it was a part of his religion, and that it was the best thing to 
do to hury him with it; that he thought that many of his relations 
would like to have it sent to America and given to them, but that they 
would probably have thonght tllat Mr. Melville would have done wrong 
by doing so, as he (Collins) was a Catholic, and every Oatholic wears 
a cross. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCA'l'E. Did he, or did he not, use any 
profane, obscene, or improper language in that connection ~ If yea, 
what was it~ 

The WITNESS. No, sir; not that I know of. . 
The judge-advocate did not desire to further Cl'OSS-eXanllne the 

witness. 
And the court then, pending the further examination of this witness, 

at 1.40 p. m., adjourned, to meet on Monday, December 11, 1882, at 
10 a. tn. 

FIFTY-THIRD DAY. 

NAVY DEPARTJYIENT, 
Washington, D. G., Monday, December 11, 1882-10 a. rn. 

The court met pnrsuant to the aLljournmelit of Saturday. . 
Present, Commodore William G. Temple, United States Navy, pres1-

uent; Oapt. Joseph N. Mi11er, United States Navy, Commander Fred-
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erick V. McNair, United States Navy, members; and Master Samuel 
C. Lemly, United ~tates Navy, judge-advocate.. 

By Tequest of the judge-advocate, the readmg' of the record of the 
proceedings of Saturday, Decem ber 9, 1882, the fifty-second day of the 
inquiry, was deferred. 

Seaman W. F. C. NINDEMANN, the witness under examination, then 
came in and was examined by the court. 

Question by the COURT. State, if you know, how'Mr. Collins was 
treated by the commanding and other officers of the Jeannette. 

The WITNESS. As far as I know he was always treated like a gentle
man' as far as I know he was treated like an officer. He was respected 
by e~ery man on board the ship as an officer. 

Question by the COURT. State, if you know, how Mr. Collins treated 
the commanding and other officers of the Jeannette. 

The WITNESS. That is a question that I cannot answer, sir. That 
I do not know. 

Question by the COURT. Did the crew of the Jeannette treat Mr. 001-
lins with the respect due an officer'? If not, state in what manner he 
was treated differently. 

The WITNESS. They did treat him like an officer; he was respected 
like an officer. 

Question by the COURT. How did Mr. Oollins treat the crew of the 
Jeannette in comparison with others in authority ~ 

The WITNESS. He treated them with the same respect that any other 
officer would treat them. 

Question by the COURT. Have you any personal knowledge of any 
difficulty at any time between Mr. Collins and any officer of the Jean
nette? If so, state what you know about the matter. 

The WITNESS. No, sir; Ihaveno idea; I have never seen any trouble 
between them. 

Question by the OOURT. What is the distance from the wreck of the 
first cutter to the entrance of the river on which North Bulun is sit
uated ~ 

The WITNESS. It is about 50 versts, in a straight course, to the 
southward and westward. 

Neither the court nor the jndge-advocate desired to further examine 
this witness, and his testimony being here concluded, the judge-advo
cate,proceeded to read it to him for correction. 

At 12 m. the court took a recess until 12.30 p. m., and then recon
vened, with all the members, the judge-advocate, and the witness pres
ent; and the reading of his testimony to the witness was then resumed' 
and continued until 1.30 p. m., when the court adjourned, to meet to
morrow, the 12th day of December, 1882, at 10 a. m. 

FIFTY-FOURTH DAY. 

T • NAVY DEPARTMEN'l', 
Tl' ash~ngton, D. C., Tuesday, December 12, 1~82-10 a. m. 

The courL met pursuant to the adJ'ournment of Monday December 
~18~. ' 

Present, Oommodore W:illiam G. Temple, United States Navy, presi 
dent; Capt. Joseph N. l\lIller, United States Navy, Commander Fred-
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eriek V. Mc Nair, United States Navy, members; and J.\laster Samuel 
C. Lemly, United States Navy, jndge-advocate. 

By request of the judge-advocate the reading of the records of the 
proceedings of Saturday, December 9, and of .Monday, December 11, 
1882, the fifty-second and fifty-third days of the inquiry, was deferred. 

The witness, Seaman VV. F. C. NINDElIUNN, then came in, and the 
judge-advocate contilllwcl the reading to him of his testimony for cor
rectiOll. 

At 11.45 a_ m. the court took a reccss until 13.15 p. m., and then re
convened, with all the members, the judge·advocate, and the witness, 
Seaman '~T. F. C. Nindemann, present. 

'1'he reading of the testimony of tue witness was then resumed, and 
at 1 p. m. completed. 

The witness desired to add to his testimony the following statements: 
I wish to state here, on making the raft on the morning of September 

26, I had a little difficulty with the captain, but it did not amount to 
anything. He pnt me nnder a,rrest for about an hour, and when we 
were ready to start again he gave me orders to pick up lllY load and go 
ahead as nsual. I wish to say here that the captain after this never 
showed any hard feelings toward me, nor me toward him. . Also, I wish 
to say that as far as my experience goes in the A.rctic regions that every 
officer and man of the expedition haye done their duty from the time 
we left San Francisco until the time the ship was lost, trayeling on the 
ice, and until we reached A.merica. 

With these additions he pronollnced his testimony correct, and then 
withdrew. 

The records of the proceedings of Saturday, December9, and Monday, 
December 1l, 1882, the fifty -second alld fift.y-third days of the inquiry, 
were read and approved. 

And the court then, at 1.10 p. m., adjourned to meet to-lllorrow, the 
13th day of December, IS8!!, at 10.30 a. m. 

FIFTY-FIFTH DAY. 

NAVY DEPARTlVIENT, 
lVa"shington D. C., Wednesday, December 13, 1882-10.30 a. m. 

The court met pursuant to the adjournment of yesterday. . 
Present, Commodore William G. Temple, United States Navy, preSI

dent; Capt. ,Joseph N. Miller, United States Navy, Commander Fred
erick V. McNair, United States Navy,memoers; and Master Samuel O. 
Lemly, United States Navy, judge-advocate. 

The record of the proceedings of yesterday, De.cember 12, 1882, the 
fifty-fourth day of the inquiry, was then read and apJ;lroved. . 

Seaman IJOUIS P. NOR OS was then called as a WItness, and havll1g 
been sworn, accorlling to law, hy the president of the court, testified as 
fdlIows: . 

Examination by the JUDGE-ADVOCA'L'E : 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCA'L'E. What is your name and rate ~ 
The WITNESS. My name is IJouis P. Noros; am a seaman of the Arc

tic steamer Jeannette. 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. When and where did you join 

the Jeannette, and what were your duties on board that vessel "1 
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The "VVITNESS. We alTived at :.\lare I8land the 1st day of June from 
New York' I joined the ship then and there; I was a seaman. 

Question' by the JUDGE.ADVOCA~E. H.ave you any st~temen~ to lay 
before the court in relation to the fittmg of the Jeannette for ArctIC servo 
ice and her condition when she left San Francisco? 

The WI'l'NESS. No 8ir. 
Question by the JUDGE·ADVOCA'l'E. Have you any statement to lay 

before this court in relation to the management of the Jeannette, IIp to 
the time of her loss? 

The Wl'fNESS. No sir. 
Question by the JUDGE·ADVOCATE. Have you finy statement to lay 

before this court concerning the loss of the Jeannette? 
The WI"-'NESS. None whatever, sir. 
Question by the JUDGE·ADVOCATE. Have you any statement to make 

in relation to the provisions made and I plans adopted for tIle several 
boats' crews upon their leaving the wreck~ . 

The 'VrfNESS. No, sir. I think that all were 1)l>ovH.leti for as well as 
they could be. . 

Question by tIle JUDGE·ADVOCA'l'E. Have you any statement to 
make in rega:nl to the efforts maue by the various officers to insure 
the safety of the parties nnder their charge and for the relief of the 
other parties 1 

The WITNESS. No, sir. 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCA'l'E. Gi \-e a detai.led narration of your 

movements subsequently to yonI' meeting with Mr. Melville at Bulun. 
The WI'l'NESS. 1 think it was Oll the 3d tiay of November that Mr. 

Melville arrived at Bulun. I wish to state that I aUl not certain about 
the dates. Soon after Mr. Mel ville arrived at Bulull he started north 
in search of Captain De Long and party. After his return, which was 
about the 28t.h day of Noyember, we then made preparations to go to 
Yakutsk. W'e [we left Bulun on the 3d of December and *] ~rrivedat 
Yakutsk, I think, about the 20th [6th *J day of December [January*]. 
There was in our party Bartlett, Nindemann, Manson, Aniguin, Lau· 
terbach, and myself. On the 9th day of December, I think~ we started 
from Irkutsk, and Mr. Danenhower. We all started together, with the 
exception of Mr. Melville, Nindemann, and Bartlett, who remained be
hind to carryon the search during the next spring. \Ve al'rived at 
Irkutsk on the 12th [1st *] day of Febrlla,ry, and there remained until 
Mr. Jackson and Mr. Larson arrh'ed at Irkutsk. Mr. Jackson was a 
Herald correspondent, sent out by MI'. Bennett, and Larson was the 
artist of the Illustrated London News. Mr. Jackson asked me if I would 
like to go north with him. I told him" Yes"; that I did not want to go 
home yet-not until the rest of' the people were found; that is, Oaptain 
De !~ong and party. So be said be would telegraph to Mr. Bennett and 
see If he could get me to go north with him. He telegraphed, anti Mr. 
B.e~nett sent. hi.m a telegram, I believe, from the Secretary of the Navy, 
gIvmg permISSIOn for me to go with him. So Mr. Danenhower then 
t~rned me oyer to Mr. Jackson, and told me that I should be under 
hIm to do what he should tell me to do. We left Irkutsk on the 12th 
day of March, 1882, and arrived at Yakutsk, traveling day and night, 
on the 28th of March, I think it was, and remained at Yakutsk four 
days. We left Yakutsk about the 1st or 2d of April. After we had 
b~en about two days from Yakutsk we met a courier bringing the news 
of the loss of the Rodgers. We went on to Verkeransk, at which place 

." Correction by witness. 
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we arrived on about the 8th of April, I think. There we learned of the 
finding of the bodies. Mr. Jackson did not know which way to 0'0 

after the bodies were found, but he thought he would go to Geeoll1ovla! 
locke, to see if he could not meet JUl'. Melville. He said he wanted to 
see them. So we started for Geeomovialocke instead of going to Bulun. 
We arrived at Tamoos about the 24th of April. At Tamoos we stopped 
and took breakfast. After breakfast there were two dog-teams came 
over from Geeomovialocke, and in one team Mr. ::\Ielville came along. 
He then told us that Nindemann and Bartlett were over ftt Geeomovia
locke and told us to come over. We went over to Geeomovmlocke and 
found them there.' At this time Mr. Mel ville was getting rcady to leaye. 
We had about an hour's talk together, and Mr. Melville, Bartlett, and 
Nindemann started on their homeward journey. They wanted to get 
home as fast as they could on account of the snow melting. "Ve did 
not remain in Geeomovialocke more than an hour after they left. We 
then started with some dog drivers; we got dogs there, and'then drove 
day and night. The first place we touched at was Arii, I think. From 
Arii we went to Bookhia, where we stopped and had something to eat. 
We did our sleeping in our sleds, so we did not stop to eamp anywhere. 
After Borkltia there was a place I don't know the name of; I haye for-" 
gotten it; we just touched at it, and from there, I think, we went across 
the river or bay, I don't km,w which, to the Pomerie Point, where the 
people were found. vVe saw the places where the people were dug out, 
and a lot of old clothing and skins that were left behind, which were of 
no nse. We remained there for a little while, Larson ta,king a sketch 
of the place. From there we went to lVIat Yay, stopped about an hour, 
and erossed over to the Two Crosses, wl18re they were buried-what 
we used to call the Two Orosses. From there we then sta,rted home on 
our homeward trip, stopping on our way at Bulconr. We left Bulcour. 
Oll our way for Bnlun. After we left Bulconr there wa", a, storm set in; 
we could not see anything'; the dogs would not go ahead, so we stopped 
at Kusmahs. about 20 versts north ward of Bnlun, until the storm went 
down. After leaving' Kusmahs we arrived at Bnlun about the 1st of 
May. Then the snow was melting very fast, and we had great difiiculty 
in getting deer enough to carry llS to the next station. On our way to 
the statiou we killed two or three deer, the deer not being as strong in 
the warm weather as they are in the cold. At the next station we bad 
no difficulty in getting deer, and carried the same tleer right throngh, 
within 50 versts of Verkerilllsk. "Ye then wok horses, .rode horseback. 
I think it was about lVIay 10th that we arrived at Verkeransk. The 
tlay after arriving at Verkeransk we started for Yakutsk. While at 
Verkeransk we heard how that Captain Berry, Ensign Hunt, a little 
Rnssian that Oaptain Berry brought along' with him, and a Cossack had 
gone on ahead of ns a day and a half. We started along the road and 
caught up with Captain Berry three or four days after we left Verk
eransk: then we traveled together. It was about the 17th or 18th when 
we carne to Keno-asak station. Here we met Mr. Melville, Bartlett, 
Nindemann, Gree~beck, and their drivers imowbound, the snow being 
so deep they could not go up the valley to the lllount~,ills.. So we llad 
to remain there at the station about ten days. I thmk It was about 
the 26th or 27th that we left tllis station, and arrived at Yalmtsk about 
June 8. From there took a steamer to Irkutsk, and arrived at Irkutsk 
about July the 5th. After arriving at Irkutsk, Mr'. Jackson turned me 
over to lVIr. Melville. I was put under hiR charge from that time up to 
the time I landed here in Washillgton. 
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Question by the JUDGE-AnvocATE. What was the object of this visit 
to the place at which the bodies were found, and to the tomM 

The WITNESS. I do not know what Mr. Jackson's object was when 
we went there; but after we got there the;r took a sketch of the tomb. 
Larson 'said he would like t.o have a sketch of the people. "Well," 
Jackson then said "we will look at them." I told Jackson, then, if he 
did that he would have to take all the responsibilities upon his own 
shoulder~. Jackson then told me to cut" Mr." before Oollins' name. I 
told him he would have to stand !'tIl the responsibilities. He said "That, 
'ras all right." He then told the natives to open the end of, the ~omb. 
They opened he south end, and the first one we saw was Captam De 
Long' next to Captain De Long was Doctor Am bIer; after Doctor Am
bler ~as Mr. Collins. All three of them were taken out, and Larson took 
a sketch of them. Mr. Jackson looked through Mr. Collins' clothes to 
see if thpre was anything left on them. On looking through his clothes 
he saw a bronze cross, and Jackson then said "I think his people would 
like to have this," and took it oft· his neck. Larson, while sketching the 
doctor, arranged him some way so that he could get a good view of him. 
lIe found on the doctor, I think, a half dollar with one corner cut off. 
What was done with it I do not know. After sketching the people they 
placed them in the tomb, the "arne way as they were before tpe;r took 
them out, covered them with the canvas, putting everything over ~he 
box, and making the tomb as it looked before they disturbed it. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOOATE. You have stated that a lot of old 
clothing and other useless articles were found at the place where the 
bodies of Lieut. Commander De Long and his comrades had been found. 
Were there any books and papers found there and then'? 

The WITNESS. No, sir. 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOOA1'E. Were any books or papers found 

on the bodies of Lieut. Commander De Long, Dr. Ambler, or Mr. Col
lins when their :r::emains were disturbed, as stated ~ 

The WITNESS. I do, not know of any books or papers All that was 
found on them to my knowledge was the bronze cross on Mr. Collins and 
a half dollar on Dr. Ambler. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCA1'E. Was the tomb made equally as 
secure after the bodies were retul'lled t6' it as it had been before it was 
diswrbed ~ 

The WITNESS. I do ]Jot think that it was as strong after they had 
got through as it was before they touched it. 

Qtlestion by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Have you any charge to lay, or 
special commendation to offer, concel'lling any officer or man connected 
with the Jeannette expedition-first, as to the condition of the vessel 
on h~r departure from ~a~ Francisco; second, her management up to 
the tIme of her loss; thIrd, her loss; fourth, the provisions made and 
plans adopted for the several boats' crews on their leaving the wreck; . 
fifth: the efforts D!ade by the various officers to insure the safety of the 
partIes under t.heIr charge and for the relief of the otlier parties' sixth, 
the. general conduct and merits of each and all the officers and 'men of 
the expedition '1 ' 
_ The. ~rl'~ESS. Yes; each and all the officers and men of the expedi

tIOn dHL thmr duty, as far as I know; done everything that men could 
do. 

Oross·examination by the JUDGE-ADVOOATE in behalf of the late 
Jerome J. Collins: 

Question by t.he JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Had you any conversation with 
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Mr. Collins before you and Nindemann separated from the first cutter's 
party and went ahead for relief"~ If yea, what was it"? 

Thejudge·advocate stated that he would permit the witness to pro
ceed with his anl>wer to the question, so long as his statement is of a 
general character, reserving the right to object to anything reflecting 
injuriously upon any officer or man of the expedition. 

The WITNESS. I had no conversation with JXIr. Collins before leaving. 
Before we started they an came up to us to shake us by the hand and 
to bid us good-bye. When Mr. Collins came up to me, he says, " Good
bye, Noros, remember me when yon get to New York." They were the 
only words that I heard Mr. Collins sav. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. 'Did you hear Mr. Collins request 
Lieut. Commander De Long to allow him to go with you and Ninde
mann~ 

The WITNESS. Xo, sir [that. I know oP]. 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Did he claim the right to go ~ 
The WITNESS. Not that I know of, sir. I never heard anything of it. 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCA'l'E. "Were yon present when the bodies 

of Lieut. Commander De Long and his comrades were first fonnd and 
searched? 

The WITNESS. No. sir. 
Question by the JFDGE-ADVOCA'l'E. Did Mr. Melville refuse to allow 

you to return and aid in the search for De I.Jong's party, and what reason, 
if any, did he give you for so doing ~ 

The WITNESS. vVben Mr. Melville met us at Bulun he made prep a
rat,ions te go north, right away. 'Vhen I saw he was making the prepa
rations he said nothing to Nindemann or me about going with him. I 
then volunteered to go with him, telling him that I would go with him 
if he would get me sufficient clothing to wear. I told him that I was 
not well, but well enough to ride, and I would be able to point out 
some of the prominent landmarks which I knew along the road. He 
then ,told me, "No, Noros; it will take too many dogs." This is all he 
said, and that is all the reason he had for me not going with him. 

Question by the JUDGE·ADVOCA'l'E. Is it or is it not a fact that dur
ing the retreat the party were frequently ordered to be ready for a sta~t 
at 5 o'clock in the morning, and that Lieut. Commander De Long lay III 
his tent until 2 o'clock in the afternoon, when not sick, thereby caus,ing 
unnecessary delay "I 

The WITNEst;. No, sir; it is not a fact. .. 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. What was Mr. Collms' phYSIcal 

condition, as compared with the other members of the party, when you 
and Nindemann left them and went ahead for relief"? 

The WITNESS. His condition, as far as I know, was much about the 
same as the rest of the people. . 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCA'l'E. Have you stated Sll1ce you re
turned, that Mr. Collins, Dr. Ambler, and Alexy were the strongest of 
all the part.f, and that Mr. Collins was as well able to get through as 
you were? 

The cOllrt was here cleared by request of a member, and afte~'ward8 
reopened, and the witness being' present answered the questIOu as 
follows: 

The WITNESS. I have never said that they were the strongest of the 
party, but I have said, since my return, there were some of the people 
might have got through as well as I did. 

* Correction by witness. 
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'fhe judge-advocate did no~desire to further croRs-exam~ne this wit
ness. 

The witness was then examined by the court, as follows: 
Question by the COURT. Could Mr. Jackson or Mr. Larsou have found 

any books, papers, or other ar:ticles, either at t~e pl,ace where the bodies 
were found or at the tom b, wlthout your knowmg It ~ . 

The WITNESS. I do not think they could, sir. 
Question by the COURT. In what respect was the,t?mb of Lieutenant 

De LonO' and his companions less secure after the VISIt of Mr. ,Jackson? 
The WITNESS.· They had to cut one of the cross-pieces, to get this 

plank off, from over the tomb, or box; ~o that it_ was not as secm:e after 
they got through as it was before. TIns cross-pIece was a frame to the 
pyramid. [I wish to state that a plank was cut also.* 1 

Question by the COURT. State, if you know, how l\1:r. Collins was 
treated by the commanding and other officers of the Jeannette·~ 

The WITNESS. I never saw him treated any other w~y but as an offi
cer of the vessel. 

Question by the COURT. State, if yon know, how Mr. Collins treated 
the commanding and other officers of the Jeannette~ 

The WITNESS. I do not know anything about that. 
Qnestion by the COUR'l'. Did the crew of the Jeannette treat Mr. Col

lins with the respect due an officer'? If not, state in what manner he 
was treated differently ~ • 

The ·WITNESS. They all treated him as an officer. 
Question by the COURT. How did Mr. Collins treat the crew of the 

Jeannette, in comparison with others in authority? 
The WITNESS_ He treated ns just the same as allY other officer of the 

expedition. 
Question by the COURT. Have you allY personal lmowled,ge of any 

difficulty, at any time, between Mr. Collins and any officer of the Jean
nette? If so, state all you know about the matter. 

The WITNESS. No, sir; I have not any personal knowledge of any 
difficulty. . 

Question by the COURT. Was there any uUlleceRsary delay during the 
retreat at Bennett's Island, or elsewhere? 

The WITNESS. There was no Ilnneces';:1.ry delay that I know of. 
Question by the COUR'l'. When Mr. Melville declined to take you with 

him, on leaving Bulun, in search of the first cutter's party, were vou not 
ill with dysentery"? f " 

The VVITNESS. Yes, sir. 
~ eit?er the ?ourt J?or the judge-ad vocate desirin g to further examine 

thls WItness, hIS testImony was concluded, and the court then, at 1l.5G 
a. m., adjourned to meet to-morrow, the 14th day of December 1882 at 
10.3G a. m. ." 

FIFTY-SIXTH DAY. 

NAVY DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, D.O., Thm'sday, Deoembet· 14,1882,10 a. m. 

The court met, pursuant to the adJ'ournment of vesterday December 
13, 1882. oJ • , 

_ Present, C?mmodore William G. Temple, United States Navy, pres
Ident; Captam Joseph N. Miller, United States Navy, Oommander Fred-

., Addition by witness. 
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erickV.McNair, United States Nav,Y, members; and Master Samuel O. 
Lemly, United States Nav,Y, judge·advocate. 

The witness, Seam all LOUIS P. NORos, then came in, and the judge· 
advocate proceeded to read to him his testimony for correction, and the 

. entire testimony of the witness haying been read to him, he desireu to 
make the following corrections, viz: 

On page 230, lines 31 and 32, 'correct by saying, "VI! e left Bulun on the 
3d of December, and arrived at Yakutsk about the 6th of Jannar,Y." 

On page 230, line 38, change" 12th" to " 1st," for the date of arrival 
at Irkutsk. 

On page 233, line 15, after the word" had" add t,he words" that I 
know of." 

On page 234, line 13, at the eml add" I wish to state that a plank was 
cut also." 

With these corrections made, the witness pronounced his testimony 
to be correct, and then withdrew. 

And the judge·advocate then directed that the above corrections be 
interline(l in the body of the record with red ink, at the proper places 
for their suitable application to the matter corrected. 

The record of the proceedings of yesterday, December 13, 1882, the 
fifty-fourth day of the inquir.l-, was likewis'e read and approved by the 
court. 

RAYMOND L. NEWCOMB, naturalist and taxidermist of the Jeannette 
expedition was then called as a witness, and having been sworn, accord· 
ing to law, by the prt)sident of the court" testified as follows: 

Qllestion by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. What is your name and rate? 
The WITNESS. Raymond L. Newcomb, seaman, United States Navy. 
Qllestion by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. To what vessel and what 

speciai service were you last attached, and what were your duties ~ 
The -WITNESS. The Arctic steamer Jeannette; naturalist and taxi

dermist. 
Question by the JUDGE·ADVOCATE. When and where did you join 

the Jeannette? 
The WITNESS. On the passage from Mare Island to San Francisco. 

I signed the ship's articles in July, 1879. 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Have you any statement to l~y 

before this court in relation t,o the fitting of the Jeannette for ArctIC 
service, and her condition when she left San Francisco '~ , 

The WrrNEss. None. 
Qllestion by the JUDGE· ADVOCATE. Have you any statement to la:y 

before this court in relation to the management of the Jeannette up to· 
the time of her loss '! 

The WITNESS. None. ' 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Have you any statement to lay 

before this court concerning the loss of the Jeannette? . 
The WITNESS. Not any. 
Question by the JUDGE·ADVOCA'l'E. Have you any statement to make 

in relation to the provisions made and plans adopted for the several 
boats' crews upon their leaving the wreck? 

The WITNESS. Not any. 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCA'l'E. Hav~ you any sta~ement to 

make in regard to the efforts made by the varIOUS offic~rs. to lllsure the 
safety of the parties under their charge and for the relief of the other 
parties '! 

The WITNESS. Not any. 
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Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Have you any charge to lay or 
special commendation to off~r concerning any officer.o.r man connected 
with the Jeannette expeditIOn-first, as to the condItIOn of the vessel 
on her departure from San Francisco; second, her ma~~gement up to 
the time of her loss; third, her loss; fourth, the proVISIOns made and 
plans adopted for the, several boats' crews on their leaving the wreck; 
fifth the efforts made by the various officers to insure the safety of the 
parties under their charge and for the relief of the other parties; sixth, 
the general conduct and merits of each and all the officers and men of 
the expedition ~ 

The WITNESS. I have none. 
Cross·examination by the JUDGE·ADVOCATE in behalf of the late 

Jerome J. Collins: 
Qut'stion by the JUDGE·ADVOCA'I.'E. Do you know anything of the 

trouble between Lieutenant Commander De Long and Mr. Collins? 
The WITNESS. I do not. ,;-, 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. What did Mr. Collins· say to you 

regarding the affair ~ 
The judge-advocate objected to the question as calling for hearsay. 
The court was then cleared for deliberation on the objection of the 

judge· advocate, and afterwards reopened, the witness being present, 
and the president of the court then announced, as the decision of the 
court, that the objection of the judge-advocate was sustained, and that 
the question will not be put. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. You had some trouble yourself 
with Lieutenant Commander De Long, did you not? 

The judge-advocate objected to this question as irrelevant to the 
cross· examination in behalf of Mr. Collins, and stated that the witness 
had been given full license to lay charges against the late Lieutenant 
Commauder De Long, if he desired to do so, or felt aggrieved. 

The objection of the judge-advocate was sustained, and the question 
was not put. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Do you remember the time when 
Mr. Collins's notes were lost ~ 

The VVITNESS. He kept a large journal in a wooden box made by the 
carpenter, Mr. Sweetman. That book, I think, was lost. Further than 
that I do not know. If this book was the one referred to, I think it was 
lost with the ship. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCA'L'E. Was he at liberty to rescue 
them ~ . 

The 'VITNESS. In my judgment he was. 
Quest.ion b:f the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. When you showed him your note

book, What dId he tell you regarding his notes, and what he was going 
to do when land was reached '? 

The judge-advocate objected to this question on the ground that it 
calls for hearsay. 
. The court was then cleared for deliberatiou on the objection of the 
Judge-adyocate,.and afterward reopened, the witness being present, and 
the preSIdent of the court then announced as the decision of the court 
that the objection of the judge-advocate 'was sustained and that th~ 
question would not be put. " 

Ql1~stion by the JUDGE· ADVOCATE. 'What did the party that you 
were 111 do when you reached Geeomovialocke? 
~he WITNESS. Soug~t shelter and food as soon as possible. Made 

an lIleffectual attempt 1Il the whale-boat to work up the river; returned, 
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staid at the Tungoos village of Geeomovialocke some forty days. We 
were much troubled by vermin, subsisting on very scanty fare recruit
ing impaired health. Sent messengers to Bulun; received a 'message 
from Seamen Nindemann and Noros, giving the first tidings of the 
whereabouts of the first cutter. Lieutenant Danenhower made a search, 
with some natives, for traces of the survivors. Communications having 
been effected, transportation facilities afforded, we left that village on 
the 3d of November, 1881, bouud for Bulun. 

Question bY,the JUDGE·ADVOCATE. How did you pass the time ~ 
The WITNESS. In repairing olel clothes, trying to keep warm, and 

recruiting our health. . 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCA1'E. Did you know that the native 

Sbagra got drunk shortly after he started with the exile for Bulun ~ 
The WITNESS. I did not. 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Did Mr. Collins show yon any 

of the papers he was going to secure? And, if yea, when did he show 
them to you "? 

The WI1'NESS. I saw his large journal on board the ship several 
times. Nothing else was ever shown me that I remember. 

Question by the JUDGE·ADVOCATE. Had you any trouble with 
Chief Engineer Melville after reaching the Lena Delta ~ 

.A member o~iected to this question on the ground that it is irrelevant 
to a cross·examination in behalf of the late Mr. Collins. 

The court was then closed for deliberation upon the objection of a 
member, and afterward reopened, the witness being present, and the 
president of the court then announced as the decision of the court that 
the objection of the member is sustained, and that the question will not 
be put. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Did Mr. Melville threaten you 
in any way? 

.A member of the court objected to this question on the same ground 
as stated in relation to the preceding question. The o~jection of the 
member was sustained by the court, and the quest,ion was not put. 

QuestlOn by the JUDGE·ADVOCATE. Is it or is it not a fact that during 
the retreat the party was frequently ordered to be ready for a start at 5 
o'clock in the morning, and that Lieut. Commander De Long lay in his 
tent until 2 o'clock in the afternoon, when not sick, thereby causing un
necessary delay? 

The WITNESS. I have no knowledge of any such occurrence. 
The judge·advocate did not desire further to cross·examme this wit

ness. 
The witness was then examined by the court, as follows: 
Question by the COURT. Was there any unnecessary delay during' 

the retreat over the ice? . 
The WITNESS. It seems to me as if the time occupied in reaching and 

in staying at Bennett's Island might have been used making way south. 
Question by the COURT. Did you think so at the time"? 
The WITNESS. I did. 
Question by the COURT. How wal:l the time occupied in reaching and 

staying at Bennett Island? . 
The WITNESS. In traveling over the ice or through t~e.water, but 

mostly over the ice, transporting the boats, sleds, and prOVISIOns. After 
reaching Bennett Island the party encamped, repaired the boa;ts,. over
hauled the clothing, and got some birds, some fresh fo~d, prInCIpally 
birds, erected a cairn, or pile of stones, underneath w~llch papers or. 
records were buried inclosed in a proper vessel. I mIght add, some 
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scientific observations were also conducted, including notes on nq,tural 
history and tidal observations. 

Question by the COURT. Was not the delay at Bennett ~sland neces
sary for the repair of the boats, in order to make them servIceable when 
open water should be reached ~ 

The WITNESS. They leaked badly and hau to be pumped constantly 
after that, while journeying south. I do not .k?oW what else I might 
say, unless that I was not a judge of the condItIOn of the boats at that 
time, not having inspected tJ;tem. . . . . 

Question by the COURT. Dld you express your oplllIOn, relatIve to thls 
delay at Bennett Island, to the commanding officer "? 

The WI'l'NESS. I did not. 
Question by the COURT .. State, if ;you know, what induced the 

commanding officer to delay the retreat, in order to land on Bennett's 
Island~ 

The WI'l'NESS. I do not know his reason. 
Question by the COURT. During the stay of the whale·bo.at's party 

at Geeomovialocke ill the month of October, 1881, did you think at the 
time that an expedition could and shoulrl have been fitted out and sent 
to the north ward in search of the first and second cutters' parties? 

The "\IVITNESS. No party of any size could have been sent, in my- judg
ment, owing to the physical condition of the same-of the survivors
at Geeomovialocke at the time. Lieutenaut Danenhower did make one 
trip. I do not know how far he got, but remember his stating that the 
condition of the ice prevented hi" exploring' to the extent which he 
desired. • 

Question b~' the COURT. Do you know whether the resources of 
Geeomovialocke could have furnished the necessary means of sending 
out a search party to the northward sooner than was doue, and was it 

. possible to travel either by land or water, or on the ice, in that direction ~ 
The WITNESS. I have no knowledge of the resources of that place. 
To the latter portion of the question, which was submitted to the 

.. "\\-itness separately, he said, " I do not know." 
Question by the COUR'l'. While at Geeomovialocke, did you think, or 

express yOUI' opinion, that it was important to organize a search party 
for your missing comrades ~ 

The WI'l'NESS. I have no recollection of so doing. 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. What, if any, experience had 

y.ou in the Arctic regions prior to your joining the Jeannette expedi
tIOn ~ 

The WI'l'NESS. None at all. 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Do you feel that you can wholly 

and entirely separate in your mind your impressions at the time of the 
delay at Bennett Island from those made on your mind by subsequent 
events'? 

The WITNESS. I do. 
Question b:f the JUD~~-ADVOCATE. "\lVhat, as compared with the 

c?mm~nder of the expedItIOn, were your facilIties for knowing the posi
tIOn ?f_ the party, at any time, while traveling on the ice,the physical 
c~l1Chtl~n. of the men, the state of repair of the boats, and the quantit,y 
of provlsIOns on hand ~ 
TheWITN~SS. I can hardly compare my opportunities with those of 

my commalldlllg ?ffice~s, but the opportunities which I had were the 
same as ~hose whleh mIght Lave been afforded to any persCin of ordinary 
observatIOu. ' 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCAT~. ,Yhat, exactly, do you mean when 
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yO~l say that you c?,n hardly COI~1paI'e ;)'01;lr fac~lities for knowing the 
POlDts enumerated m the precedmg questIOn wIth those possessed by 
the commander of the expedition ~ 

The WI1'NESS. The meaning' I intend to COllyey is, that as the natu
ralist of the expedition I would not be as well qualified as the com
mander to judge of those things. 

Question by the COURT. State how Mr. Collins wa" treated by the 
commanding and other offict'rs of the Jeannette officially and socially. 

The WITNESS. My personal knowledge of the official and social treat
ment of MI'. Collins I can hardly state, trnsting to memory to do so. I 
was looking out for my own affairs, and presumed that he was doing the 
same. If 1 stated more it would be hearsay. 

Question by the COUR'I'. \Vas }Ir. Collins treated ,dth the usual official 
respect and social courtesy by his messmates ~ 

The ·WITNESS. "Vithin my OWl! personal knowledge, yes. 
(~uestioll by the COUR'L'. State, if you know, how Mr. Collins treated 

the commanding and other officers of the Jeannette. 
The WI'l'NESS. So far ~lS J know, respectfully. 
Question b.) the COURT. Did the crew of the Jeannette treat Mr. 

(Jollins with the respect due all officer~ If not, state in what manner 
he was treated differently. 

The WI'I'NESS. They treated him with much respect. I should say 
they did treat him witb due respect. and courtesy. 

Qllestion by tlIe COURT. How did Mr. Collins treat the crew of the 
Jeannette in comparison with others in authority ~ 

The WITNESS. A bout the same, as far as I know. 
Question by the COURT. Have you any personal knowledge of any 

difficulty at any time between Mr. Collins and allY officer of the J eall
nette1 If so, state all you know about the matter. 

The WITNESS. I baye no personal knowledge of difficulties between 
the officers of the Jeannette and Mr. Collins. 

Lieut. Richard Wainwright, United States Navy, personally present, 
here requested that he might be allowed to examine this witness in be
half of Lieut. J. "V. Danellhower, and presented a letter from Lieuten
ant Danenhower to Commodore William G. Temple, United St,ates Navy, 
the president of the conrt, as his authority for making the request. 

The court was bere closed, by request of the judge-advocate, and 
afterwards reopened. 

Pending a decision upon the request of Lieutenant Wainwright, the 
court then, at 1 p. Ill., adjourned, to meet to-morrow, the 15th day of 
December, 1882, at 10.30 a. m. 

FIFTY-SBVENTH DAY. 

NAVY DEPARTMEN'f, 
Washington, D.O., December 15,1882-10.30 a. m. 

The court met pursuant to the adjournment o.f yesterday. . 
Present: Comllodorp. William G. Temple, Umted States Navy, presI

. dent; Capt. Joseph N.MilIpr, United States Navy, Commander Fred
erick V. McNair, United States Navy, members; and Master Samuel O. 
LemlJ', United States Navy, jndge-allvocate. 

The reading' of the record of the proceeding'S of yesterday, December 
14,1882, the fifty-sixth day of the. inquiry, was deferred. 
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The court was then cleared for deliberation and afterward reopened. 
The judge-advocate then read aloud tlle letter from Lieutenant Dan. 

enhower to the president of the court, presented yesterday by Lieuten
ant Wainwright, requesting that lie might be allowed counsel, a certi· 
fied copy of ·which letter is appended to the record, marked B. O. In 
accordance with this request, Lieutenant ·Wainwright was admitted as 
counsel for Lieutenant Danenhower and appeared before tlle court. 

Seaman R. L. NEWCOMB, the witness under examination, then cflme 
in, and was examined by Lieutenant Wainwright, in bella If of Lieuten· 
ant Danenhower, as follows: 

Question by Lieutenant WAINWRIGHT. ,Yhat part of the boat did 
Mr. Melville occupy on the night of the gale, September 12'1 

The WITNESS. Both bow and stern, if I remember rightly. 
Question by Lieutenant WAINWRIGHT. \Yhat part of the boat di(l 

Mr. Danenhower occnpy on the night of the ga.le of September 12 ~ 
The WI'I'NESS. The stern. 
Question by Lieutenant W AINWRIGH1'. vVho was in active charge of 

that boat during the night of the gale of September ]:l J 
The WITNESS. Lieutenant Da,nenhower. 
Question by Lieutenant WAINWRIGHT. vVlIo conned the boat and 

shaped all her courses until you made the land'? 
The WITNESS. I think Lieut.enant Danenhower. 
Question by Lieutenant. WAINWRIGHT. Who steered tlle boat up the 

Lena River~ 
The WITNESS. Lieutenant Dallenllower and Rome of'the seameu. 
Question by Lieutenant WAINWRIGHT. On September :::8~ the day 

after the unsuccessful attempt to get. up the river, .!VII'. Melville gave 
certain directious to the men. Please give the substance of these reo 
marks. 

The WITNESS. 1 do not remember them. I haye a general recollec
tion of tlle substance-that we were obliged to returu, and must keep 
ourselves in as good a condition as possible, in order to preserve the 
general health of the party. 

Question by Lieutenant WAINWRIGHT. "\YlIat \\iUS tlle condition of 
the party at this time, and wllo were the people working during the 
next few days ~ 

The WITNESS. The general condition of the party was poor; a number 
were suffering from swollen and frost-bitten feet and legs. At the time of 
the landing, on thereturn from the unsuccessful attempt to work up the 
river, Mr. Melville was carried Oll a sled from the boat to the hut 
where our party stayed. A number of tlle others hobbled along or 
were assisted. Of the party who were able to work during the next 
few days there were, as I recollect it, Lieutenant Danenhower, John 
Oole, boatswain, amI the Indian, Auiguin; also myself, a little; soon 
followed by Steward Tong Sing; lie afterward got onto Tliose who 
seemed to be suffering most were Mr. Melville, Seaman Leach, Fireman 
Bartlett, and Ooal-heaver Lauterbach. 

Question by Lieutenant WAINWRIGHT. Did or did not Mr. nTelviIle, 
on September 28, already alluded to, tell ]Hr. Dmlellhower to take 
charge of the party during his illness "J 

Tlie WITNESS. I do not remember tllat he dilL 

Re-examination by the .JUDGE-ADVOCATE : 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. \Vho cOllll1Umdc(l the Arctic 

exploring steamer .J eannette'! 
The WI1'NESS. Lieut. George Yo!. De Long, United States Xnyy. 
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Question by th~ JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Di~llte in person steer the ship, 
loose and furl saIl, start fires, &c., or did he confine himself to the 
general direction of such thillgS, delegatillg the actufLl performance to 
other and the proper persons .~ 

(A member objected to this qllc8tion, and the court was cleared for 
deliberat,ion, and afterwa,rd reopened, and the presiclent of the court 
announced, as the decision of the CDlll't, tha,t the objection of the mem· 
bel' was sustained, the question being deemed unnecessary, and the 
question was 110t put.) 

The judge-ad ,-ocate diclnot desire to further re-examine this witness. 
Questioll by the COURT. Did Mr. 'Th'feldlle steer the bm1t himself be

fore Mr. Danenhower took the helm, or was this dnt,y performed by one 
of the seamen before that time'~ 

(The judge-advocate objeeted to the question, as nnnecessary, and 
respectfully called the attention of the court to tbe ruling of the court 
ou the preceding qnestion. The court was then cleared for deliberation 
on the objection of the judge· advocate, l1nu afterward reopened, the 
witness and Lieutenant Wainwright being presellt, and the president 
of the court then announced, as the decision of the conrt, that the ob
jection of the judge-advocate was not snstained, and the question was 
accordingly pnt.) 

The WITNESS. Mr. l\Ieh'ille may have taken the helm for a brief 
period, but that dut.y was mostly performed by the seamen. 

Question by the GOUR'!'. Did yon understand that Mr. Melville gave 
over the comllland of the boat and part,y to Lientenl1ntDanenhower on 
the occa8ioll of the gale of September 1~, or did he merely make use o~ 
Lieutenant Danenhower's professional abilities for the management and 
navigation of the boat'? 

The WI'l.'NESS. I should say he made use of Mr. Danenhower's pro
fessional ability to assist in naYigating the boat. 

Question by the COUR'l'. Did Mr. Melville ever tum over the COIll
mand of the whale-boat part,y to Lieutenant Danenhowed 

The WI'l'NESS. In my jndgment, during the uig-ht of the last gale, 
Lieutenant Danenhower had charge of the boat. I do not recollect 
Chief Engineer Mel ville verbally turning over command of the boat to 
Lieutenant Danenhower at any time. 

Question by the COUR'l'. Did Mr. Melville or Lieutenant Danenhower 
ever announce to the whale-boat party that Lieutenant Dallenhower 
was in command 1 

The WITNESS. If I remember correctly, during the time of Mr. Mel
ville's confinement in the hut at the Tongoos village, Lieutenant Dan
enhower was in charge of the party. I am uuder the impression that 
such an announcement was made, but have no definite recollection about 
it. My impressions are that the announcement was made by Mr. Melville 
at the time of his confinemeut in t.he Tongoos hut. 

Questioll by tile COUR'!.'. vVas that the only occasion on which it was 
announced ~ 

The WITNESS. It is the ouly occasioll of \I'hich I have any recollection. 
Lieutenant Wainwright, cOllllsel for Lieutenant Danenhower, then 

made the following statement: J 
If it please the court, all that Mr. Dallenhower claims is, that his . 

preyious testimonv before the court is correct, amI he only desires to 
substantiate it by "this witness. He did not [tnd does not claim to have 
commanded the party, but that he bad charge on two occasions, and . 
that his services were ignored by Mr. MelYille ill his testimoll~T. 

The court was then cleared L,r request of a member and aitp,rwards 
reopened, the \\'itness and Lieutenant )VaimYI'igbt being present. 

H. Ex. 108--16 
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The court did not desire to further examine this witness, and neither 
the judge-advocate nor Lieutenant Wainw~ight des~red t,o ~xamin~ him. 
Bis testimony was concluded. The readlllg to hun of Ins testImony 
for correction" was deferred, in order to give the clerk time to prepare 
the record from his short-hand 1I0tes. 'l'be witness then withdrew. 

The court then, at 12 m., took a recess until 12.30 p. m., and then 
reconvened with all the members and the judge advocate present. 

Lieutenant Wainwright, counsel for Lieutenant Danenhower, was not 
present. 

CHARLES TONG SING was then called as a witness, and was interro
gated by the president of the court as follows: 

Question by the PRESIDENT OF THl!: COUR'l'. Do you understand the 
na,ture of an oath ~ 

The WITNESS. Yes, sir. 
Question. Did you ever take an oath ~ 
The Wrl'NEss. Yes, sir. 
The witness was then sworn according to law by the president of the 

court, and testified as follows: 
Examined by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE: 

QnestiOli by the .JUDGE-ADVOCATE. What is your nam.e? 
The WITNESS. Charles Tong Sing. . 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Were you attached to the ex-

ploring steamer Jeannette on the Arctic expedition ~ If yes, in what 
capacity? 

The WITNESS. I was on board of the Jeannette. I was the steward. 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Have you any charge to lay, or 

special commendation to offer, concerning any officer or man of the 
Jeannette expedition-first, as to the condition of the vessel on her 
departure from San Francisco; second, her management up to the time 
of bel' loss; third, her loss; . fourth, the provisions made and plans 
adopted for the several boats' crews on their leaving the wreck; fifth, 
the efforts made by the various officers to insure the safety of the par
ties under their charge and for the relief of the other parties; sixth, the 
general conduct and merits of each and all the officers and men of the 
expedition? 

The VVITNESS. I joined the Jeannette in San Francisco. Everyborly 
treated me all right. One thing:-Captain De Long-I was not satisfied. 
He have three Chinamen on board and cabin boy. When we leave San 
Francisco three weeks he got sick. He send cabin boy back to San 
Francisco. He promise me-I am steward and cabin boy-me get 
double wages when I get back. I got my own wages, and did not get 
cabin boy's wages too. That is all, sir. 

Cross-examined by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE in behalf of the late .Terome 
J. Collins: 

Questi?ll by the JUDGE-.. ~.J~VOCAT~. What, if anything, do you know 
of any dIfficulty between ChIef Engllleer Melville and Mr. Jerome J. 
Collins? . 

The ~ITNl!1SS, I l~now that Mr: Collins did not like Captain De Long. 
Mr. COlllllS dId not lIke Mr. Melville, either' that is all I know. 

The judge-advocate did not further desire'to examine this witness. 
The court did not desire to examine him. 
His testimony was then read over to him and pronounced by him 

correct. The witness then withdrew. 
The court then, at 1 p. m., adjourned to llleet to-morrow, the 16th day 

of December, 1882, at 10.30 a. m. 
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FIFTY-EIGHTH DAY . 

. NAVY DEPAR'l'MENT, 
Washington, D.O., Saturda.y, December 16,1882-10.30 a. m. 

The court met pursuaut to the adjournment of yesterday, December 
15,1882. 

Present, Commodore vVilliam G. Temple, United States Navy, presi
dent; Capt. Joseph N. Miller, United States Navy, Uommamler Fred
erick V .. McNair, United States Navy, members; and Master Samuel 
C. IJemly, United States Navy, judge-advocate. 

The court was then cleared br request of the judge-advocate, and 
afterwards reopened. Lieut. Richard Wainwright, counsel for Lieu
tenant Danenbower, then came in. 

The witness R L. Newcomb was also present, and bis testimony was 
read to him for correction, and having had bis entire testimony read 
to him, be pronounced it to be correct and then witbdrew. 

Seaman H~;NRY WILSON was then called a.s a witness, and, baving 
been sworn according to law by tbe president of tbe court, testified as 
follows: 

Examined by tbe JUDGE-ADVOCATE: 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCA'l'E. What is your name and rate? 
The WITNESS. Henry Wilson, seamau. 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. To what sbip and what special 

service were you last attached "I 
The WI'l'NESS. 'ro tbe United States steamer ,Jeannette, on an Arctic 

expedition. 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCA'l'E. When and where did you join the 

Jeannette, and what were yonI' duties on board of that vessel f 
The WITNESS. I joined the Jeannette in San Fr'ancisco; I think it 

was the 3d or 4th of Jnly, 1879; my dutil:'s were those of a seaman. 
Question by tbe JUDGE-ADVOCA'l'E. Have ;yon any statement to lay 

before this conrt in relation to the fitting out of the ,Jeannette for Arc
tic service and the condition of the ship when she sailed from San Fran
cisco ~ 

'l'he WITNESS. None, sir. 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATl<J. Have yon any statement to lay 

before this court in relation to the management of the vessel up to the 
time of her loss? 

The WI'l'NESS. No, sir. 
Question b,Y the JUDGI~-ADVOCA'l'E. Have you any statement to lay 

before this court ill relation to the loss of the Jeannette? 
The WITNESS. No., sir. 

, Question bv the JUDGE-ADVOCA'l'E. Have you any statement to lay 
be10re this cOllrt in relation to the provisions made and plans adopted 
for the severai boats' crews upon their leaving the wreck f 

The WI'l'NESS. No., sir. 
Question by the JUDGEADVOCATE. Have you an.Y statement to lay 

before this court ill relation to the efforts made by the various officers 
to insure the safety o.f the parties under their charge and for the relief 
of the other parties ~ 

The WI'l'NESS. No, sir. 
Question by the ,JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Have you any charge to lay or 

special commendation to. offer concerning any of the officers or men 
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,connected with the Jeannette expedition: first, as to the condition of 
the vessel on her departure from San Francisco; second, her manage· 
ment up to the time of her loss; third, her loss; fourth, the rrovisi~ms 
made and plans adopted for the se\-eral boats' crews on theIr leavlllg 
the wreck; fifth, the eli'orts made by the yarions office~s to insure the 
safet.y of the parties under their charge and for the relIef of the other 
parties; sixth, the general conduct and merits of each and all the offi
cers and men of the expedition? 

The V'lI'l'NESS. All I can say is, the ship was well fitted out and a 
strong and seaworthy ship; I thiIJ,J she was managell very well. 

Oross-examination by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE in behalf of the late 
Jerome J. Collins: 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. vYhat, if anything, do ;you know 
of any difficulty hetween the commanding' officer of the Jeannette and 
the late ,Jerome J. Oollins? 

The WITNESS. I have reason to think that t.here was a difficultv be
tween the captain and Mr. Oollins, but I do not know any of the de
tails. I saw that there was a difficulty between the captain and Mr. 
Oollins; I was not present at any of it, nor heard any of it. 

Uross-examination by Lieutenant WAINWRIGHT in behalf of Lieut. 
J. W. Dallenbower: • 

Question by Lieutenant VVAlNWRIGHT. What position in t.he boat 
did Mr. Melyille occupy dnring the night. of the gale of September 12, 
during the time JOu were riding to the drag '! 

The WITNESS. He occupied the position in the stern of the boat 
alongside of Mr. Danenhower at first, but afterward he took a position 
in the bow of the boat. 

Question by Lieutenant WAIN\VRIGHT. ·What position did Mr. Dan
·enhower occupy during the same time ~ 

The VVITNESS. He occupied a position in the stern of t.heboat. 
Question by Lieutenant WAINWRIGHT. Who had active charge of 

the boat during the gale ~ 
The ·WITNESS. Lieutenant Danenhower [had charge of and managed 

the bo,at, under the command of JJfr. Melville.*] 
Question by Lieutenant WAINWRIGHT. Who conned the boat and 

shaped the courses until you reached the laud? 
The WITNESS. Lieutenant Dallenhower. 
Question by Lieutenant WAINWRIGHT. Who steered the boat up the 

Lena River? 
The WITNESS. Sometime8 Lieutenant Danenhower and sometimes 

the seamen, sir. 
Question by Lieutenant W AINWRIGH'l'. The day after the last attempt 

to get up the river, namely, September 28, did or did not MI'. Melville 
a~nounce,to the ,men that Mr. Danenhower would take charge during 
hIS (Mf'l vIlle's) SIckness 1 

The WITNESS. No, sir; not as I remember. . 
Lieutenant Wainwright did not desire to further examine the witness. 

Re-examination by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE: 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. You have stated that Lieutenant 
Danen,hower had ar,tive charge of the whale-boat on the night of the 
gal~, September 12; that he conned the boat and shaped the courses 
'\-ll1tIl ,rou rear,hcd lanel; that he with others steered the boat up the 

-~----------.-------------~-

~ Correction hy witness. 
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Lena River. Did be bave sole and entire cbarge of the boat on the 
night in question, and did he conn the boat and shape the courses inde
pendently, or after consultation with Cbief Engineer Melville ~ 
. The WITNESS. No; I do not think that he had entire charge of the 
boat,. with~mt c?n.sulting w!th Mr. Melville what, to do, and giving Mr. 
MelVIlle hIS opllllOn what It was best to do, as he was professionally a 
sea-going officer. He conned the boat independently; he shaped the 
courses independently. 

Question by t,he JUDGKADVOCATE. Do you know that he did not 
consult Mr. Melville in relation to • conning of the boat and shaping 
of the courses ~ 

The WITNESS. I do, sir. 
Question by the JUDGKADVOCATE. How do you know it ~ 
.The WITNESS. Because I ncyer heaJ'd it, sir. 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Could he not have consulted 

with Mr. Melville without yom hearing it 1 
'l'he WITNESS. No, sir; he could not, because it would always be 

heard all over the boat what was said. 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Were you asleep at any time 

between the day of the gale, September 12, and the landing of tile 
whale-boat, September 16, 1881 ~ 

(Lieutenant Wainwright objected to the question, saying: 
If it, please tile court, I object to the question on the ground that the 

judge· advocate is now t~ying- to contradict his own witness, which is 
contrary to the rules of evidence. The judge-advocate stated in reply 
that he denies the fact that the witness under examination is at this 
stage of tile examination his witness. It is impossible in such an ex· 
tended inquiry ~ and where the interests of so many persons are con· 
cerned, to arrange the examination by the parties interested, as is 
usually done. In the direct examination of this witness, the judg'e
advocate claims that he adell in the capacity of prosecutor, and that 
he is now acting as coullsel for Chief Engineer George W. Melville, one 
of the parties to the trial, not otherwise represented by special counsel. 

The judge-advocate then, by request of Lieutenant Wainwright, read 
paragraph 442, of cllapter 3, of Greenleaf on Evidence, volume 1. 
. The judge-ad vocate tllen read paragraph 443 of tile same chapter. 

The court was here cleared for deliberation, and afterward reopened; 
the witness and Lieutenant Wainwright being present, and the presi. 
dent of the court annonnced, as the decision of tile court, tllat the objec
tion of Lieutenant Wain wright is not susi ained, and the question was 
accordingly put.) 

The WITNESS. No, sir. 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCA'1'E. Were Lieutenant Danenhower 

and Chief Engineer Melville under :rour direct personal observation 
and within your hearing at all times between the dlttes llalDcd ? 

The WI'1'NESS. Yes, sir. 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Can you give in detai.l all the 

conversations between these officers wllicb occurred within tile dates 
named? 

The WITNESS. No, sir. I do not remember them. 

Examination by the COURT: 
Question by tile COURT. You have stn,ted that you saw there was a 

difficulty between Captain De Long and Mr. Oollins; did yon mean 
that YOll observed this Y011rself, or til at you had gathered it from the 
observations of others "? 
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The WI'l'NESS. I observed it myself; by tile two gentlemen's manners. 
. Question by the COURT. State, if' you know, how ,Mr. Collins was 
treated by the cOl1unamling and other officers of the Jeanne~te. 

'fhe WITNESS. As far as I know, lIe ,yas trea,ted respectfully and as 
a gentleman. 0 

QUf'stion by the COURT. State, if you know, how lVIr. COIIlllS treated 
the commanding and other officers of the Jeannette. 0 

The '\Vl'l'NESS. To my knowledge he treated them with the same re
spect that he was treated by them. 

Question uy the COURT. Did .' crew of the Jeannette tr~at lVIr. 
Collins with the respect that they lI'rd the otber officers of the slnp 1 If 
not, state in what manner he was treated differently. 

The WITNESS. He was treated by the crew as they treated any of the 
other officers of the ship. . 

Question by the COURT. How did Mr. Collins treat the crew of the 
Jeannette in comparison with others in authority"? 

The WI'l'NESS. The same as the others. 
Question by the GOUR'l'. What experience have .you had in handling 

boats, and do you consider yourself capable of mallagjng a boat in bad 
weather? 

The WI'l'NESS. I have not had any experience ill handlillg boats. 
There being no further questions to ask this witness his testimony 

was here concluded, and the court then at 12.30 p. m. adjourned to meet 
on lVIonday, the 18th day of December, 1882, at 10.30 a. m. 

FIF'l'Y-NINTH DAY. 

N A yy DEP AR'l'MENT, 
Washington, D.O., lIIonda?!, December 18,1882-10.30 a. m. 

The court met pursnant to the adjournment of Saturday, December 
16,1882. 

Present, Commodore William G. Temple, United States Navy, presi~ 
dent; Capt. Joseph N. Miller, United States Navy, Commander Fred
erick V. McNair, United States Navy, members; and Master Samuel C. 
Lemly, United States Navy, judge·advocate. 

Seaman HENRY WILSON, tohe witness, then came in, a.nd the judge
advocate read to him his testimony for correction, and he desired to add 
to his testimony on page 244, line 33, to the words, "MI'. Danenhower," 
the words" had eharge of and managed the boat nuder the command of 
lVIr. Melville," and the same wa,s directed by the oilldge-adyoeate to be 
inserted ill the body of the record by interlineation in red ink at the 
p~oper place f?~ its suitable application to the evidence corrected; and 
WIth thIS addltlOll made, he pronounced his evidence correct, and then 
withdrew. 

The record of the proceedings of Saturday, December 16, 1882, the 
fifty eighth day of the inquiry, was likewise read and approved by the 
court. 

The jud.g:-ad v?cate then offered, and the court accepted, a.s evidence 
the depOSItIOn of Naval Constructor George liV. Much United States 
Navy, made in answer to interrogatories, whieh interrogatories with the 
answers thereto were read aloud, and the ol'igilHtls are appended to the 
record, marked, respectively, C D and D E. 
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The plans referred to as A, B, and 0 in the answer to the twelfth 
interrogatory w!3re likewise p!cLCed before the court and accompany this 
record, marked, respectively, E F, F 0., and G H. 

The judge-advocate offered, and the court accepted, as evidence the 
deposition of Sir Allen William Young, R. N. R., &c., made in answer to 
interrogatories, which with tlie answers thereto were read aloud by the 
judge ad vocate, and the originals are <tllpended to the record, marked, 
respeetively, H I and I K. ' 

The court was ,lien, bJ7 reque:;t of the judge-ad vocate, cleared for de
liberation, and afterwards reopened, and then, at 13 Ill., adjourned to 
meet to-morrow, the 19th day of December, 1882, at 10.30 a. m. 

SIXTIETH DAY. 

NAVY DEPARTMENT, 
Wash-ington, D. C., Tuesday, December 19, 1882-10.30 a. m. 

The ,court met pursuant to the adjournment of yesterday, Monday, 
December 18, 1882, 

Present, Oommodore William G. Temple, United States Navy, presi
dent; Oapt. Joseph N. Miller, United States Navy, Oommander Fred
erick V. McNair, United States Navy, members; and Master Samuel O. 
Lemly, United States Navy, judge-advocate. 

The record of the proceedings of Monday, December 18, 1882, the 
fifty-ninth day of the inquiry, was then read and approved. 

The court was then, by request of a member, cleared for deliberation, 
and afterwards reopened. 

The judge-ad vocate then placed before the court, as evidence bearing 
upon th~ management of the expedition, the following documents taken 
from the files of the Navy Department, having beeu fonnd with the re
mains of the first cutter's party, each of which was read aloud, and cer
tified copies were appended to the record as follows: 
~ Lieut. Oharles ,\V. Ohipp's report of visit to an Indian village off 
Cape Serdze Kerz, Siberia, dated August 30, 1879. (Exhibit K L.) 

Lieut. Oharles W. Ohipp's report of a journey toward" Herald" Isl
and, dated September 14, 1879; latitude north 71.0 35', longitude west 
1750 6'. (Exhibit L M.) 

Lieut. George W. De Long's order about ventilation, dated September 
20,1879; latitude 720 north, longitude 17fjo west. (Exhibit M N.) 

Lieut. Oharles VV. Ohipp's report on ice_thickness, dated July 13,1880. 
(Exhibit NO.) 

Rough draft of a letter to the honorable Secretary of the Navy in re
gard to the heroic conduct of Alfred Sweetman (seaman) and 'V. F. O. 
Nindemann (seama,n), dated Marel120, 18::$1; latitude north 750 15', longi
tude east 1710 38'. (Exhibit 0 P.) 

Order naming Jeannette and Henrietta Islands, dated June 15,1881, 
latitude north 710 15', longitude east 1580 12'. (Exhihit P Q.) 

And the court then, at 12 Ill., adjourned to meet to-morrow, the 20th 
day of December, 1882, at 10.30 a. m. 
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SIXTY-FIRST DAY. 

NAVY DEPARl.'MEN'I.', 
Washington, D.O., Weclnesday, December 20,1882-10.30 a. m. 

The court met pursuant to the adjour,nment of yesterday, Tuesday, 
December 19, 1882. . . 

Present, Commodore William G. Tem-rle, Umted States Navy, preSI
dent; Capt. Joseph N. Miller, United States Navy, Oommander Fred
erick V. McNair, United States Navy, members; and n'Iaster Samuel O. 
Leml;\', United States Navy, judge-advocate. 

The record of the proceedings of Tuesday, December H), 1882, the 
sixtieth day of the inquiry, was then read and appro,ed. 

Chief EnO'ineer GEORGE VlrT • MELVILLE, a former witl)ess, was then 
recalled, and having been reminded that he is still nn(~er the obligations 
of his oath previously taken, was interrogated by the Judge-advocate as 
follows: . 

Question by the JUDGE -ADVO(1A'l'E. Do YO.n recognize the hand
writing in which this document is written; and If yes, as whose ~ (The 
judge-advocate here handed the witness a document.) 
, The WITNESS. Yes; that is Captain De Long's handwriting. 

Question by the JUDGE·ADVOCATE. Do you believe it to be the hand
writing of the late Captain De Long~ 

The WITNESS. I do, sir. 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Have you previously seen this 

same document ~ And if yes, state fully when and where. 
The WI'l'NESS. The first time that I saw this docnment was in the hut 

at Mat-V ai, when I removed it, along with other papers, from the tin 
case in which it and other papers were stowed; this and other papers 
were removed for the purposeoi' drying them, after which this and all 
the other papAl'S were restowecl in the boxes wl1ere found. Th~ tin box 
in which these papers were was fonnd on the bed of the river Oagoas
tak, west bank of tbe river, within ten or fifteen yards (possibly less) of 
the camp where most of the people were found dead, probably one hUIl
dred and fifty yards to the northward of where Lieutenant De Long', Dr. 
Ambler, and Ah Sam were found. 

There being no further questions to ask this witness, the judge-advo
cate read to him his testimony just given, which he pronounced to be 
correct, and then withdrew. 

The judge-advocate then commenced the reading' of this document, 
the rough draft of Ll(~utenant-Oommander De Long;s report to the Secre
tary of the Navy of the cruise of the Jeannette, and the reading was 
continued until 1.30 p. m., when, pending it,s completion, the court ad
journed to meet to-morrow, the 21st day of December, 1882, at 10.30 
a.m. 

SIXTY-SEOOND DAY. 

. NAVY DEPAR'l'MEN'l', 
Washtngton, D. 0., Thu1'8dc~y, December 21, lS82-10.;'l0 a. m. 

The court met pursuant.to the adjournment of yesterday. 
Present, Comm?clore ~Ilham ~. Temple, United States Navy, presi

dent; Capt. Josepu N. MIller, Umted States Navy, Commander Frede-
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rick V. McNair, United States Navy, members; and Master Samuel O. 
Lemly, United States Navy, judge-ad vocate. 

---The record of the proceedings of Wednesday, December 20, 1882, 
the si~ty-first day of the inquiry, was then read and approved. 

And the court then, at 10.35 a. m., having to vacate the room to the 
use of the Naval Examining Board, adjourned to meet to·morrow, the 
22d day of December, 1882, at 10.30 a. m. 

SIXTy-rrHIRD DAY. 

NAVY DEPARTMENT, 
Waskington, D.O., l?r'iriay, December 22,1882-10.30 a. m. 

The court met pursuant to the adjournment of yesterday. 
,Present, 'Commodore William G. Temple, United States Navy, presi

dent; Capt. Joseph N. i'dill('r, United Stlttes Navy, Oommander Fred
erick V. McN air. United States Navy, members; and Master SamuelO. 
Lemly, United States Navy, judge·advocate. 

The record of the proceedings of yesterday, December 21, 1882, the 
sixty·second day of the inquiry, was then read and approved. 

The judge·advocate then resumed the reading of the rough draft of 
Lieutenant·Oommander De Long's report to the honorable Secretary of 
the Navy, which reading was completed. 

The original of this report accompanies this record. 
And the court then, at 12.45 p. m., to enable the judge·advocate to sys

tematize the documentary evidence for presentat,ion to the court, ad· 
journed to meet on Tuesday, the 26th dayof December, 1882, at 10 a. m. 

SIXTY-FOURTH DAY. 

NAVY DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, D. C., T1lesda,y, December 26,1882-10 a. m. 

The court met pursuant to the adjournment of Friday, December 22, 
1882. 

Present, Oommodore William G. rremple, United States Navy, presi
dent; Oapt. Joseph N. Miller, United States Navy, Oommander Fred
erick V. McNair, United States Navy, members; and Master Samuel 
C. Lem]y, United States Navy, judge·a<lvocate. 

The record of the proceedings of Friday, December 22, 1882, the 
sixty· third day of the lllquiry, was then read and approved. 

The court then occnpied the time until 12 m. in the examination of 
the late Lientenant·Oommander De Long's" Ice Jonrnal," and then ad
journed to meet on Wednesday, the 27th day of December, 1882, at 
10.30 a. m. 

SIXTY·FIFTH DAY. 

NAVY DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, D. C., Wednesda,y, December 27,1882-10.30 a. m. 

The court met pursuant to t:le adjournment of yesterday. . 
Present, Oommodore William G. Temple, United St,ates Navy, pres

ident; Oapt. Joseph N. Miller, United States Navy, Oommander Fred-
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erick V. McNair, United States NaNY, members; JVIaster Samuel C. 
Lemly, United States Navy, judge-advocate. 

The record of the proceedings of yesterday, December 26, 1882, the 
sixty-fourth day of the inquiry, was then ~ead and appr~Yed. .. 

The judge-advocate then placed before tne court, as e\,1<lence be~rmg 
upon the management of the expedition and the COlHl~ct ~~n~ mer~ts of 
the officers and men of the expedition, the report of OhIef Engmeer 
Melville's trip to Henrietta I::<land, with chart attached, the original of 
which accompanieR this record, llot appended. 

The court then occupied the time uutil 12 m. in the examination of 
the late Lieuteuant-Oommander De Long's journal, already in evidence, 
and then adjourned to meet to-morrow, the :J8th day of December, 1882, 
at 10.30 a. ill. 

SIXTY-SIXTH DAY. 

NAVY DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, D.O., Thursday, December 28, 1882-10.30 a. m. 

The court met pursuant to the adjournment of yesterday. 
Present, Commodore William G. Temple, United _States ·Navy, presi· 

dent; Oapt. Jm::eph N. Miller, United States Navy, Oommander Fred
erick V. McNair, United States Navy, members; and Mastel' Samuel 
O. Lemly, United States Navy, judge-advocate. 

The record of the proceedings of yesterday, December 27, 1882, the 
sixty-fifth day of the inquiry, was then read and approved·. _ 

The court th~n occupied the time nntil 12 m. in examining the jour. 
nal of the late Lieutenant-Oommander De Long, and then adjourned to 
meet on Tuesday, January 2,1883, at 10.30 a. m. 

SIXTY-SEVENTH DAY. 

NAVY DEPARTMENT, 
1Vashington, D.O., Tuesday,Janttary 2, 1883-10.30 a. m. 

The court met pursuant to the adjournment of Thursday, Deeember 
28,1882. 

Present-, Commodore William G. Temple, United States Navy, presi. 
dent; Oapt. Joseph N. Miller, United States Navy, Commander Fred· 
erick V. McNair, United States Navy, members; and Master Samuel 
O. IJemly, United States Navy,judge-advocate . 
. The !ecord of the p:oce~dings of Thursday, December 28, 1882, the 

SIxt1'-SlXth day of the lllqmry, was then read and approved. 
LIeut. J. 'V. DANENHOWER, United States Navy a former witness, 

was then recalled, to testify in behalf of the late J er~me J. Collins and 
having been reminded bv the president of the court of the oblio-~t,on 
of his oath previously teien, was examined by the judge-aclvoc~te as 
follows: < 

Question by the JU~GE-ADVOCATE. Do yon know of any trouble 
between the commandlllg officer of the Jeannette and the late Mr. 001· 
lins, meteorologist of the Jeannette expedition ~ If yes, what was it ~ 

The WI'l'NESS. Yes, there was trouble. It commenced in Septem bel' 
1879, when the captain gave an order that no one should leave the ship 
without his permission. Mr. Collins thought it was directed specially 
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toward him, and he made a silent protest against, it by remaining on 
board for many months without asking for this permission. Another 
trouble occurred 011 November 1, 1879, when the order was given for a 
medical examination to be made on the 1st of every month. Mr. 001· 
lins, with some othen;, objected to stripping before the surgeon, and tlle 
captain modified the order, and durillg the winter of 1879-'80 there were 
numerous discnssions going on between the captain and Mr. Oollins on 
the subject of duty. On one occasion I heard tile captain telllVIr. 001-
lins that if he was not satisfied with the way the duty was carried on, 
he could report him to the Secretary of the Nayy on the return of the 
ship, and that he, the captain, would eertainly report Mr. Oollins. The 
trouble culminated on December 2, 1880, wilen the captain placed Mr. 
Oollins under suspension, tlirecting that he should do no more duty while 
on the ship. Th3,t is all, sir. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. On one occasion, when Mr. Col
lins and others went after a bear, what did Lieutenallt De Long say 
when you reported them absevt"1 

The WITNESS. It was the Sunday on which Lieutenant Chipp and 
party returned from Herald Island. A bear was sighted about nine 
o'clock, and Nindemann started in pursuit, aud was followed by my' 
self' and MI'. Oollins and Mr. Newcomb. The bear distanced the party, 
and we saw there was no chance. Nindemann was five hundred yards 
ahead, running in his stocking feet; Mr. Oollins and Mr. Newcomb came 
up with me and we three concl uded there was no chance for getting the 
bear, but that Nindemann shonld be supported. As it was time to pre
pare the ship for inspection, I went back, and at 10 o'clock reported 
the ship ready and that three people were absent, and explained to the 

. captain the cause; I think he made no particular remark, mwept" Very 
well," perhaps, and that day the order was' iSRued that nobody. should 
leave the ship without permission. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCA'l'E. If issued, what led to the order 
thaI all the seamell should be examined naked once a month 'I 

The WI'l'NESS. The captain and the doctor had a consultation OIl the 
subject. I suppose that that was the result. I llnderRtood at the time 
that snch an order was issued, and that Mr. Oollins and three others 
objected; I understood that the order referred to everybody. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Do you know that Mr. Collins 
was subjected to that examination ~ 

The WI'l'NESS. I dQ not know; but I am confident that, he was not, 
from what he told me at the time. 
Qn~stion by tIle JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Were any of the other officers? 
The WITNESS. No; they were examined to the waist, after the order 

was modified-that was the modification of the order. The seamen, I 
understood, were Itaked. . 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCA.TE. ,V ere you present when Lleu
t~nant De Long placed MI'. Collins under arrest ~ If yes, relate all the 
CIrcnmstances. 

The Wrl'NEss. I was present. On the 2d dayofDecember, 1880, when 
the lights were put out ill the cabin, betweell 11 a. m. and 1 p. m., I 
went np from below, and about 12.10 Mr. Oollins came ill to record the 
noon observations. He lighted a candle in the port work-roo.~ and 
chatted with meOl" whistled at time;;. He was in very good SPIrIts at 
the time. The seaman on watch first camp. in, pnt his hea.d into the 
work·room and went ont without saying anything. A few moments 
later the c~1ptaill came in and spoke to lVII'. Collins to the effect that it 
was very st.range thf1t he, Mr. Oollins, would not obey his orders to ex-
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ercise on the ice. Mr. Oollins stated that he was taking the noon obser
vations and the captain replied that it was strange that it should take 
twenty ~inutes to make an entry, to take off his coat, and smoke, and to 
talk with an officer while taking it. Mr. Collins replied quickly that he 
did not like being chased up in that way; that he,did not know that his 
moments were counted. The captain said the matter had gone far enough. 
It had better be decided then. He told him to take off his coat, which 
in the mean time hehad put on-his fur coat. r immediately went below. 
The conversation that followed was in very loud tones, and I suppose 
the most of it came to my tears, although my room was shut up as close 
as could be. A long discussion followed, and it finally came to a point 
at which a disagreement took place, and a contradiction was involved. 
I heard the captain say" That is enough, sir'; you have done your last 
duty in this ship." Then he told lVIr. Collins to finish up his work to 
date. Mr. Oollins left the cabin. The captain then called me, and 
asked if I had heard the trouble; I told him" yes," amI commenced 
to rp,late what I had heard. Then, thinking that it might give a wrong 
impression, I.said I had rather put what I knew in writing; and that 
afternoon I dictated to Mr. Chipp what I knew about it, alld sigued it. 
The next day at nooll-time the captain came in the cabin to record the 
noon observation. He again referred to the subject of the previous day, 
and expressed regret at such a thing taking place aboard ship. I also 
said that I was sorry that 1 was a witness to the affair, and he said that 
it did not make any difference; that I would not be brought up in the 
matter. That is all, sir. I think that covers the question. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Do you know when Mr. Oollins' 
notes, photographs, sketches, &c.) were lost ~ 

The WITNESS. I do not know. I think his big book went down in 
the ship. It was a quarto volume of about three hundred pages, bound 
in sheepskin; it was a very expensive, fine book. He may have kept 
private notes, but that was his chief log-book. 

Question uy tile JUDGE-ADVOOA'l'E. Do you know whether or not he 
was prevented from rescuing them '/ 

The WITNESS. I am confident he was not prevented. I know noth. 
ing special on that subject. Mr. Oollins was Sitting for some time in the 
cabin before the order was given to abandon the ship, and his move
ments WEre perfectly free as frtr as a looker-on could judge. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Was Mr. Oollins treated as a 
prisoner; that is, was he compelled to march behind the party, disarmed 'I 

The WI'I'NESS. He was for a time, but after he made the request he 
was allowed to carry a Winchester rifle; but his status I did not fully 
understand at the time. I cannot say he was a prisoner, and only know 
that he was sllspended from work. He was free in his movements but 
he was ordered to stop work after having worked for some days ~,fter 
the retreat commenced. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOOATE. Did JUl'. Collins tell you anything 
about the treatment he recei veel ~ . . 

(The judge-advocate objected to this question as calling for hearsay, 
and the comt was cleared for deliberation upou the objection and after
wards reopened, thew~t!less being present, and the president of the court 
announced as the d~ClSlOll of the court, that the objection of the judge
ad vocat~ was sl1stamed and the question sb all not be pu t.) 

QuestIOn by the J"?DGE-ADVOOATE. If yon had had your eye-sight 
an~ the c?mmand of the party when you landed, would you have re
mamed thuty-five days at Geeomovialocke while a native and an exile 
were looking for your shipmates '? 
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• The WITNESS. I would have been forced to have remained for twenty 
days by the state o~ the party and by the 8tate of the weather; but I 
would have gone wIth the people, or sent SOlle one with them if I had 
been unable to go myseif. Kusmah, Jeremiehoff, and the nativ(J were 
sent as n~e~sengers to Bulun, to bri.ng 1?aek tran.sportation, clothing, 
and provislOns. They were not loolung for Ollr shIpmates. 

Question by the JUDGE·ADVOOATE. What was Mr. Melville's treat. 
ment of the naii ves when yonI' party reached Geeomovialocke'1 

The WITNESS. His treatment of the wLtives was good, but they did 
the treating. VITe simply received what they gaye ns and were gla.d to 
get it. Mr. Melville explained that the two boats were missing by 
means of pieces of wood on a table, indicating that the boats had been 

, dispersed by the gale and that two had probably been lost. His treat· 
ment of the natives was kind and good. I was not, present when the 
natives refused to go with him from Cape Borkhia. I was out getting 
some bearings for the direction of the wind and the time of day. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Did they refuse to. render assist
ance because of ill treatment at his hands ~ 

The WITNESS. No; they said it was impossible to go Horth on ac
count of the push-ice in the rivers, and that there were no habitations 
nor people no1't,h of the village of Arii (Arrhue), which was ten versts 
from Geeomovialockc. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Did yon know, while at, Geeomo· 
vialocke, ,,-hat was the cause of the delay of the two messengers sent 
to Bulull ~ 

The WITNESS. 'When the time specified elapsed and Knsma,h did not 
return, his wife carne over and told liS that the commandant at l?ulun 
was dead, and tha,t that was the cause of the delay. One by olle other 
natives came with sleds from the direction of Bulun, and we could not 
understand. the cause of Kusmah's delay. On his return, he claimed that 
he had to make many portages of the goods, and that the river ice was 
broken up in many places and that he had great difficulty in getting 
across. I have never heard before the last two mouths that the men 
were drunk, and I know that Kusmah told me that he did not drink; 
that he did not use tobacco. On one occasiou he had vodki in his 
house, but he refused to drink himlSelf. I think Nicolai Shagra was a 
sobel' man, and I do not believe the story of their drnnkenness. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCA'I'E. Did yon start to relim-e your 
shipmates at any time '? 

The WITNESS. I stated in my testimony that I made an effort to 
reach Barkin and was engaged about four days on the trip-parts of 
four days. That was while Kusmah was on the journey to Bulun. I 

. also made a special visit to Kusmah's house to impress upon_him the 
necessity of passing the word everywhere-spreading' the news that the 
two boats were missing, and that he would have a thousand roubles for 
pach boat, for intelligence from either boat. I also wrote a letter on 
this visit, the 14th of October, and asked hiin to mail it at Bulun, and 
he did so. That was the only document he had from the party .. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCA'l'E. Did you receive an order to re
turn or was anyone sent to bring yon back~ 

The WITNESS. Mr. Melville told me to return before Kusmah got 
back in order not to delay the party should Kusmah arriYe on time. I 
know of no one being sent to bring me back on that occasion. I was 
told-

(The judge-advocate objected, and the witness was instructed by the 



254 LOSS OF THE STEAMER JEANNETTE. 

court to confine bis testimony to tbat which is within bis own knowl-
edge.) , , 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCA'L'E. What dId Mr. M(jlvIlle and party 
do during the time they were at Geeomovialoeke'1 " 

The WITNESS. During the first ten days, all except AllIgUlll, Mr. Oole, 
Wilson, and myself were in the berths, disabled with frozen, swollen 
limbs and stomach disortler. One by one they came on duty, and at the 
expiration of that time-ten days-most of them were able to work, ex
cept Leacb, who bad to spend most of his time in his berth. There was 
a regular detail made for getting fire-wood, drift-wood, from under the 
snow and cutting it up. The men WEre mending their clothes aud making 
new mittens, getting things as neat as possible. In tile evenings we sat 
aronnd the fire alld discussed the situation and prospect for marching to 
Bulun without the aid of tile natives. It was geuerally snpposed that 
tbe other two boats had not outlived the gal0. There was a checker
board made, or rather a piece of canvas arranged in squares, and some 
played cbeckers. Mr. Melville, however, did not play, nor did 1. Some 
of us used to go out walking regularly, otters used to remain in most 
of the time. The llOusehold duties. kept two or three very busy, clean
ing the fish and preparing it. On some occasions I hauled nets with 
the natives, and during the first three weeks the returns of fish were 
very small, but after that time there was a great run of fish in the river 
and they were stacked up like cord wood, in the fish houses. We al
ways used to lend the natives a hand in hauling up tbeir boats and we 
were on very good terms with them, constantly receiving and making 
visits. I know of no disagreeable occurrence between our party and 
the natives of Geeomovialor;ke. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Was tbere any discipline, and 
if so, of what kind was it ~ 

The Wrl'NESS. There was all tbe discipline requisite on such an occa
sion.The cook called ns about balf an honr bt'fore breakfast, and we 
all washed and swept out the place. Cleanliness and cheerfulness were 
always recommended amI enforced. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. What were the opinions of 
Nindemann and Noros, when they were met, as to the probability of 
saving De LOllg'; had an effort been made during the time the party 
(Melville's) were at Geeolllovialocke"1 
(The)~dge,a?v~cate objected to this question ~s callin~ fc:'r bearsay, 

anti OpI11l0nS of WItnesses who have already testIfied bpfore the court. 
The o?jection of the judge-advocate was sustained by the court.) 

. QuestI~)ll, by the JYDGE-ADYO?A'L'E. D,iti ~'ou hear either of them say 
It. was cmnmal neglJgence on Ins, MelVIlle's, part not to look out for 
hIS comrades? 

(The judge-advocate objected to this question, upon tbe gronnds 
heretofore stated for the precedillg question, and the objection was 
sustained by the court.) 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Did you see Mr. Collins writing -
a report at allY time ~ 

The WIT~ESS. ~ freql~ently s~w him writing in passing his state
room at varIOUS tImes of the crUIse. I have seen bim writing ill the 
chart room ~ understood at the time that be was keeping a full jour-
nal of t~e crmse as a part of his duty. .. 

QuestIOn by the JUDGE,ADVOCATE. Was MI'. Collins spoken of or 
regarded as a common spalllan on board the J eannette ~ 

The WITNESS. I nev~r heard .him spoken of as such. He was shipped 
as a seaman for a specwl serVICe, but always spoken of as an officer. 
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He took his place among the officers when t.he Articles of ,Var were 
read and on all occa;;ions of ceremony; he bad a room in the ward
room and messed in the cabin, alld ,vas alwa;ys regarded as an officer 
in addressing bim and in the general beal'in~ of the men toward him . 
. The court was bere cleared by request of the judge-advocate and 

afterward reopened, the witness being present. 
The judge-advocate did Hot desire to further examine or to cross

examine this wit.ness, and as the court did not desire to examine him, 
his testimony was concluded. 

Thp, court then, at 1~.10 p. iu., in order to g'ive the stenographer time 
to prcpare the recorll, adjourned to meet to-morrow, the 3d day of Jan
uary, 1883, at 10.30 a. m. 

SIXTY-EIGHTH DAY. 

NAVY DEPARTMEN1', 
Washington, D.O., Wednesday, January 3,1883-10.30 a. m. 

The court met pursuant to the adjournment of yesterday. 
Present, Oommodore William G. Temple, United States Navy, presi

dent; Oapt. Joseph N. Miller, United States Navy, Commander Fred
erick V. McNair, United States Navy, members; and Master Samuel 
C. Lemly, United States Navy, judge-advocate. 

The witness, Lieut. J. W. Danenhower, then came in and the judge
advol·.ate read to him his testimony for correction, which he pronounced 
to be correct and then withdrew. 

The record of the proceedings of yesterday, January 2,1883, the sixty
seventh day of the inquiry, was likewise read and approved. 

And the court tben, at 11.30 a. m., adjourned to meet on Monday, Jan-
uary 15, 1883, at 10.3U a. m. . 

SIXTY-NINTH DAY. 

NAVY DEPAR1'MENT, 
Washington, D. C., .]J{onday, Januar'y 15, 1883-10.30 a. m. 

The court met pursuant to the adjournment of Wednesday, January 
3,1883. 

Present, Commodore William G. Temple, United States Navy, presi
deJ;lt; Capt. Joseph N. Milh'r, United States Navy, Oommander Fred
eriek V. McNair, United States Navy, members; and Master Samuel 
C. Leml.), United States Navy, judge-advocate. 

The record of the proceedillgs of Wednesday, January 3, 1883, the 
sixty-eighth day of th.e inquiry, was then rettd and approved. 

Ohipf Engineer GEORGE W. MELVIL~E, Unitrd S~ates Navy? a for
mer witness, was then r(Jealled, and, havlllg' been remlllded of hIS oath 
previously taken, was examined by the judge-advocate as follows: 

Question by the JUDGE ADVOCATE. Are you familiar with the hand
writing ill wl;ich this journal and letter are written; and, if yes, whose 
is it~ ('1'he judo'e-advocate bl:'re handed the witness a small memo
raudum book a~d also the rough draft of a letter without address or . , 
slgnatUI'e.). _ 

'1'l1e WI'J NESS. Yes; it is in the handwriting of Mr. Collins, meteor
ologist of the Jeannette. I looked over this book wh.en it was taken 
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from Mr. Collins' body, and this paper I also recognize as Mr. Collins' 
handwriting; but when found on his body the. sizing in the paper had 
glued it together, so that I could read the outsIde only. 

The judge·advocate placed before the court the memorandum book in 
question, which contains a record of the events of June, July, August, 
and September, 1881, wlJich the court proceeded to examine. The orig
inal journal accom panics tllis record. 

Question by tlle JUDGE-ADVOCA'l'B. State, if you know~ in whose 
handwriting these documents are written, and when and where, if at all, 
you have seen them before. (The judge·advocate here handed the wit
ness three papers.) 

The WrrNEss. This is in Captain De Long's handwriting, and is the 
order that was passed aronnd to all of the cabin officers to read for their 
information and to govern their action in regard to reporting leave of 
absence and return to ship. This letter I recognize as Captain De 
Long's handwriting and the memorandum. I first saw them at the hut 
Ma(Vay, where I removed them from the tin cases in which they had 
been placed on board the Jeannette. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCA.'l'E. Did you receive from anyone a 
report of the action of the party composed of Mr. Jackson, Mr. Larson, 
and Seaman Noros in disinterring the bodies of Lieutenant-Commander 
De Long, Dr. Ambler, ancllVIr. Collins '/ 

The WITNESS. No; I did not_ The first knowledge I bad of the bodies 
having been disinterred I read in a PhiJadelpbia paper-abOlit the time 
the evidence was given before the court. 

The judge-advocate did Hot desire to further examine this witness, 
and the court not desiring to examinc him, his testimony was read to 
him. and prouounced by him to be correct. 

The witness then withdrew. 
The judge-arl\'ocate tbeu .proceeded to read aloud to the court the 

documents identified by the witness, and certified copies are appended 
to the records as follows: 

Rough draft of the letter identified by the witness as being in the. 
handwriting of the late Jerome J. Collins, but without date, superscrip
tion, or signature. (Exhibit Q R) 

Order in relation to reporting, leaving, and returning to ship, dated 
October 30, 1880. (Exhibit R S.) 

Memoralldum in relation to affair of Decem bel' 2, 1880, concerning Mr. 
Collins. (Exhibit ST.) 

Rough draft of a letter to the honorable Secretary of the N avv in re
gard to Mr. J. J. Collins, dated March 20, 1881, in latitude north 750 

15', longitude east 1710 36'. (Exhibit T U.) . 
The court was then, by request of a member, cJeared for deliberation 

and afterwards reopened. ' 
.And then, at 12.20 p. m., in order to allow the judge-advocate to pre

pare the entire record, adjourned to meet on Monday the 22d day of 
January, 1883, at 10.30 a. m. ' 

SEVENTIETH DAY. 

W([shington, D. 
The court met pursuant 

]883. 

NA.VY DEPARTMEN'l', 
0., .L1I{onday, Janucwy 22, 1883-10.30 a. m. 
to the adjournment of J\fouclay, January 15~ 
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Present, Uotlllllollorc ,Yillialtl G. Temple, Uuited States Navy, presi
dent; Capt. Joseph N.lVliller, Uuited States Navy, Commander Frederick 
V.McNair, United States Navy, members; and Master Samuel C.Lemly, 
United Stat~s Navy, judge-advocate. 

The court was then cleared for deliberation, and afterwards, at 11.50 
a. m., reopened. 

The record of the proceeding's of Monday, January 15, 1883, the sixty
ninth day of the iuquiry, was then read and approved, and the court 
then, at ]2 m., adjourned to meet to-morrow, the 23d day of January, 
1883. at 10.30 a. m. 

SEVENTY-FIRST DAY. 

NAVY DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, D. C., Tuesday, Ja,nuary 23, 1880-10.30 a. m. 

The court met pursuant to the adjournment of yesterday. 
Present, Commodore William G. Temple, United States Navy, presi

dent; Capt. Joseph N.Miller, United States Navy, Commander Frederick 
V. McNair, United States Navy, members; and Master Samuel C.Lemly, 
United States Navy, judge-advocate. 

The record of the proceedings of yesterday, January 22,1883, the 
seventieth day of the inquiry, was then read and approved. 

The court was then cleared for deliberation, and sat with closed doors 
until 12.50 p. m., when it was reopeued, and then adjourned to meet to
morrow the 24th day of January, 1883, at 10 a. m. 

SEVENTY-SECOND DAY. 

NAVY DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, D. C., Wednesday, January 24,1883-10 a. m. 

The court met pursuant to the adjournment of yesterday. 
Present, Commodore William G. Temple, United States Navy, presi

dent; Capt. Joseph N. Miller, United States Navy, Commander Frede
rick V. McNair, United States Nitvy, members; and Master Samuel C. 
Lemly, United States Navy, judge-advocate. 

The record of the proceedings of yesterday, January 23,1883, the sev
enty-first day of the inquiry, was then read and approved. 

The court was here cleared for deliberation, and sat with closed doors 
nntil1.35 p. m., when it was reopened, and then adjourned to meet to
morrow, the 25th day of January, 1883, at 10.30 a. m. 

SEVENTY-THIRD DAY. 

NAVY DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, D. C., Thursday, January 25,1883-10.30 a. m. 

The court met pursuant to the adjournment of yesterday. 
Present, Commodore William G. Temple, United States Navy, presi

dent; Capt. Joseph N. Miller, United States Navy, Commander Frede-

fl. Ex. 108--17 
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rick V. McNair, United States Navy, members; and Master Samuel O. 
Lemly, United States Navy, judge-advocate. 

The record of the proceedings of yesterday, January 24,1883, thesev
enty-second day of the inquiry, was then read and appr?v~d. 

The court was then cleared for deliberation, and sat wIth closed doors 
until 12 m., when it was reopened, and then adjourned to meet to-mor
row, the 26th day of January, 1883, at 10.30 a. m. 

SEVENTY-FOURTH DAY. 

NAVY DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, D.O., Friday, January 26,1883-10.30 a. m. 

The court met pursuant to the adjournment of yesterday. 
Present, Commodore Wm. G. Temple, United States Navy, president; 

Capt. Joseph N. Miller, United States Navy, Commander Frederick 
V. McNair, United States Navy, members; and Master Samuel C. 
Lemly, United States Navy, judge-advocate. 

The record of the proceedings of yesterday, January 25,1883, the 
seventy-third day of the inquiry, was then read and approved. 

The court was then cleared for deliberation, and sat with closed doors 
untilll.30 a. m., and then, in consequence of the indisposition of a mem
ber, adjourned to meet to-morrow, the 27th day of January, 1883, at 
10.30 a. m. ' 

SEVENTY-FIFTH DAY. 

NAVY DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, D. C., Saturday, January 27,1883-10.30 a. m. 

The court met pursuant to the adjournment of yesterday. 
Present, Commodore William G. Temple, United States Navy, presi

dent; Capt. Joseph N. Miller, United States Navy, Commander Fred
erick V. McNair, United States Navy, members; and Master Samuel 
C. Lemly, United States Navy, judge-advocate. 

The record of the proceedings of yesterday, January 26,1883, the 
seventy-fourth day of the inquiry, was then read and approved. 

The court was then cleared for deliberation, and sat with closed doors 
until 12 m., when the doors were reopened and a recess was taken until 
1 p. m., at which time the court reconvened with all the members and 
the judge-advocate present. 
T~e cour~ was then again cleared for deliberation, and remained in 

seSSIOn untIl 1.30 p. m., when the doors were reopened and an adjourn
ment was taken until Tuesday, February 6, 1883, at 10 a. m. 

SEVENTY-SIX'l'H DAY. 

NAVY DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, D.O., Tuesday, February 6, 1883-10 a. m. 

The court met pursnant to the adjournment of' Saturday January 27, 
1883. ' 

Present, Commodore William G. Temple, United States Navy, presi-
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dent; Oapt. Joseph N. Miller, United States Navy, Oommander Fred
erick V. McNair, United States Navy, members; and Ma,ster Samuel 
C. Lemly, United States Navy, judge-advocate. 

The record of the proceedings of Saturday, January 27,1883, thesev
enty-fifth day of the inquiry, was theu read and approved. 

The court was then cleared for deliberation, aud sat until 2 p. m., 
when the doors were opened and an adjournment was taken until to
morrow, Wednesday, February 7,1883, at 10.30 a. m. 

SEVENTY-SEVENTH DAY. 

NAVY DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, D.O., Wednesday, February 7,1883-10.30 a. m. 

The court met pursuant to the adjournment of yesterday. 
. Present, Oommodore William G. Temple, United States Navy, presi
dent; Oapt. Joseph N. Miller, United States Navy, Commander Fred
erick V. McNair, United States Navy, members; and Master Samuel O. 
Lemly, United States Navy, judge-advocate. 

The record of the proceedings of yesterday, February 6, 1883, the 
seventy-sixth day of the inquiry, was then read and approved. 

The court was then cleared for deliberation and sat until 1 p. m., 
when the doors were opened and an adjournment was taken until Fri
day, February 9, 1883, at 10.30 a. m. 

SEVENTY-EIGHTH DAY. 

NAVY DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, D.O., Friday, February 9, 1883-10.30 a. m. 

The court met pursuant to the adjournment of Wednesday, February 
7,1883. 

Present, Oommodore William G. Temple, United States Navy, presi
dent; Oapt. Joseph N. Miller, United States Navy, Commander Fred
erick V. McNair, United States Navy, members; and Master SamuelO. 
Lemly, United States Navy, judge-advocate. 

The record of the proceedings of Wednesday, February 7, the seventy
seventh day of the inquiry, was then read and approved. 

The court was then cleared for deliberation and sat until 3.10 p. m., 
when the doors were reopened and an adjournment taken until to-mor
row, Saturday, February 10, 1B83, at 10.30 a. m. 

SEVENTY-NINTH DAY. 

NAVY DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, D.O., Saturday, February 10,1883-10.30 a. m. 

The court met pursuant to the adjournment of yesterday. 
Present, Oommodore William G. Temple, United States Navy, presi

dent; Oapt. Joseph N. Miller, United States Navy, Oommander Fred
erick V. McNair, United States Navy, members; and Master Samuel O. 
Lemly, United States Navy, judge-advocate. 
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The record of the proceedings of yesterday, February 9, 1883, the 
seventy-eighth day of the inquiry, was ~hen read an.d approved. 

The court was then cleared and delIberated untIl 1 p. m., when the 
doors were reopened. 

Thejudge-advocate read aloud and placed befOl:e the court a telegram 
to the honorable Secretary of the Navy, from EnSIgn Hunt, attached to 
the search party in Siberia, a certified copy of which is appended to the 
record, marked U V. 

Thejudo-e-advocate then announced that he had at present no fur
ther evide~ce to lay before the court, and the court then, at 12.15 p. m., 
adjourned to meet on Monday, the 12th day of February, 1883, at 10.30 
a.m. 

EIGHTIETH DAY. 

NAVY DEPARTMEN'l', 
Washington, D.O., ]J[onday, Febj-uary 12, 1883-10.30 a. m. 

The court met pursuant to the adjournment of Saturday, February 10, 
1883. 

Present, Commodore William G. Temple, United States Navy, presi
dent; Capt. Joseph N. Miller, United States Navy, Commander Fred
erick V. McNair, United States Navy, members; and Master Samuel 
C. Lemly, United States Navy, judge-advocate. 

The record of the proceedings of Saturday, February 10, 1883, the 
seventy-ninth day of the inquiry, was then read and approved. 

The court was then cleared for deliberation, and agreed upon the fol~ 
lowing report: 

In conformity with a joint resolution of the Congress approved Au
gust 8, 1882, and in compliance with the orders of the honorable Secre
taryof the Navy, dated September 29, 1882, the court of inquiry has 
diligently and thoroughly investigated-

The circumstances of the loss in the Arctic seas of the exploring steamer J ean
nette, and of the death of Lieut. George W. De Long, and others of her officers and 
men. 

The court has also carefully inquired 
Into the condition of the vessel on her departure, her management np to the time 

()f her destruction, the provisions made and plans adopted for the several boats' crews 
un their leaving the wreck, the efforts made by the various officers to insure the safety 
uf the parties under their immediate charge, and for the relief of the other parties, and 
into the general conduct and merits, and of each and all the officers and men of the 
e,xpedition. 

And the court tra~smits .herewith its proceedings, the testimony taken, 
and after mature delIberatIOn reports that the following facts are deemed 
established by the evidence adduced: 

First. As to "the condition of the vessel on her departure." 
The Jeannette was originally Her Britannic Majesty's ship Pandora, 

a?d was purchased from the British Government in April, 1875, by 
S~l' Allen W. Young, who made two voyages in her to the Arctic re
gIOns, and who finally sold her to Mr. James Gordon Bennett in 1877. 

By an act of Congress approved February 27 1879 she was accepted 
under certai,n conditions by the ,united States Gover~ment for the pur
pose o~ makll1g furtl?er exploratIOns in the Arctic regions, and although 
the WeIght of the eVIdence shows that she was not especially adapted in 
strength or model for that kind of naVigation, the fact that an expe. 
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rienced Arctic explorer had voluntarily made two cruises in her to the 
Arctic seas sustains the judgment and care shown in her selection when 
last pllfchased. 

The vessel was strengthened as much as practicable at the navy-yard 
:Mare Island,.Oalifornia, and such other additions and improvements wer~ 
made as were recommended by her commanding officer, and the condition 
of the Jean~te on her departure from the port of San Francisco was 
good, and satiSfactory to her officers and crew, except that she was un
avoidably deeply loaded, a defect which corrected itself by the consump
tion of coal, provisions, and stores. 

Second. As to "her management np to the time of her loss." 
The lateness of the season when tile Jeannette sailed from San Fran

cisco, her want of speed, and the delay occasioned by her search along 
the Siberian coast, under orders from tile Navy Department, for the 
Swedish exploring steamer Vega, placed the commander at a great dis
advantage on hi", meeting with the ll<wk-ice early in September, in the 
vicinity of Herald Island. Either he had to return to some port to 
the southward, and pass tile winter there in idleness, thus sacrificing 
all chance of pushing hi", researches to the northward until the follow
ing summer, or else lie must endeavor to force the vessel through t(} 
Wrangel Islanrl, tllel1 erroneously supposed to be a large continent, to 
winter there, and prosecute his explorations by sledges. The chances 
of accomplishing this latter alternative were sufficiently good at the 
time to justify him in choosing it; and, indeed, had he done otherwis,,~ 
he might fairly have been thought wanting in the high qualities neces
sary for an explorer. 

This attempt unfortunately resulted in the vessel's becoming beset in 
the ice-pack within less than two months after her departure from San 
Francisco, from which she was never released until her destruction, 
more than twenty-one months later. 

During these weary months of forced inaction the vessel and her 
people were at times threatened with great dangers. Especially was 
her destruction imminent Oil January 19,1880, when she sprung a leak 
from ice pressnres, and for months after that date she was kept aflo,tt 
only by skillful devices and arduous labor. 

It may be here mentioned that throughout the expedition every op
portunity was improved for gaining scientific information. Meteoro
logical and astronomical observations, temperature and density of the 
sea-water, and soundings were taken and preRerved; studies of the 
character and action of the ice were noted, specimens of the bottom 
and of such fauna and flora as could be procured were examined. Three 
islands were discovered, two of which were visited, explored, and taken 
possession of in the name of the United States_ 

The arrangements to abandon ship at a moment's warning, and to 
guard against fire, were all that, could be desired, and the evidence 
shows that in the management of the Jeannette up to the time of her 
destruction Lieutenaut-Commander De Long, by his foresight and pru
dence, provided measures to meet emergencies, and enforced wise reg
ulations to maintain discipline, to preserve health, and to encourage 
cheerfulness among those under his command; and the physical condi
tion of the people was good, with the exception of a few cases of leafl 
pOisoning, the result of eating canned provisions. The fact of the ship's 
having passed a second winter in the pack without an,V appearance of 
Scurvy on board sufficiently atteRts the excellence of the sanitaryar
rangements adopted, and reflects great credit upon her medical officer~ 
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Passed Assistant Surgeon james M. Ambler, wh~ thro~ghout the ex
pedition was indefatigable in the performance .of his dutl~S. 

Third. As to the circumstances of the loss III the ArctIc seas of the 
exploring steamer Jeannette. 

The Jeannette was sunk on June 13, 1881, from being crushed by the 
ice in latitude 770 15' north; longitude 1550 50' east, after drifting u~
controllably in the pack ice since Septem?er 6, 1879. Any vessellll 
like position no matter what her model mIght have been, or however 
strongly con~tructed, and subjected to the same pressures as those in
curred by the Jeannette, would have been annihilated. 

She was abandoned in a cool and orderly manner on the evening of 
June 12th, and foundered about 4 a. m. the day following, and the court 
attaches no blame to any officer or man for her loss. 

Fourth. As to "the provisions made and plans adopted for the sev
eral boats' crews upon their leaving the wreck." 

The contingency of the loss of the vessel had be~n foreseen and pro
vided for, and when the emergency arose, everythlllg was prepared to 
meet it. 

The officers and men were divided into three parties and assigned to 
the boats best fitted for the anticipated work; boat and provision-sledges 
had been provided, and more boats, clothing, provisions, and stores were 
removed from the vessel than could be transported on the retreat. 

The party being thus thrown upon the ice, five days were passed in 
arranging for the long journey to the land, and the provisions made 
and plans adopted for the several boats' crews upon their leaving the 
wreck were judicious, as the evidence shows that ninety days after the 
destruction of the Jeannette the officers and men were in fair condition, 
notwithstanding their terrible journey. 

Fifth. As to "the efforts made by the various officers to insure the 
safety of the parties under their immediate charge, and for the relief of 
the other parties." 

The retreat commenced on the 18th of June; and during the ensuing 
three months the entire ship's company remained together, under the 
direction of the commander, struggling against obstacles which required 
indomitable pluck and perseverance to overcome-compelled to drag 
their heavy boats and loads of provisions over broken and shifting 
fields of ice, at times ferrying them over the water spaces, and often 
carried far out of their course by the drift of the pack, delayed by storms, 
fogs, and snows; there seems to have been no precaution neglected 
which would tend to insure their safety. During this time, as well as 
upon other occasions, the conduct of Ice Pilot Dunbar, Boatswain Cole, 
and Fireman Bartlett elicited well· deserved commendations. 

The original plan of retreat was to make a southerly course, presum
ably to reach the open water as soon as possible, and thence by way 
of the New Siberian Islands to the delta of the Lena, the nearest point 
at which it was supposed that relief could be obtained. But the com
mander found after a time, by observation, that the current was sweep
ing them so rapidly to the northward and westward that their lahor 
was almost in vain, and that the course made good was but little to the 
southward of west. He wisely refrained from discouraging the party 
by announcing this fact, and changed his course so as to cross this cnr
rent at right angles, and get beyond its influence as soon as practicable. 

After twenty-three days of toil and anxiety, Bennett Island was dis
(love!ed, where they la.nded, and occupied eight days in resting and 
maklllg necessary repaIrs to boats. In trying to reach this island the 
party suffered many disaPPointments and encountered unexpected 
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dangers, difficulties, and delays in overcoming a very short distance 
owing to the swift currents and rapid movemeuts of the broken ic~ 
close to the shore. 

A further delay, from August 19 to August 29, was afterwards forced 
upon the party by the condition of the ice, which rendered progress 
impossible. Meantime it had been deemed expedient at Bennett lsI· 
and, in order to save food for the men, that about half of the dogs 
should be killed, as they were no longer needed to drag the sleds, and 
it was considered inhuman to leave them there to starve, and afterwards 
all but two of them escaped on the ice; but still it was found necessary 
to reduce the allowance of provisions from time to time during the reo 
mainder of the journey. 

On the 12th of September the three boats were separated in a gale 
of wind when approaching the Siberiau coast, at an estimated distance 
of about ninety miles to the northward and eastward of the Lena delta, 
and no further record exists of the second cutter's party, but as Lieu
tenaut Chipp, who was in charge of her, was noted for his seamanlike 
qualities, it may safely be assumed that he did all that a brave and 
capable man could do to weather the gale. 

The first cutter and whale-boat, under the command respectively of 
Lieutenant·Commander De Long and Chief Engineer Melville, barely 
managed to live through the gale by riding to sea-anchors, and in round
ing to, the first cutter carried away the step of her mast, and the next 
day lost her sail, which formed a portion of her drag. During the gale 
the professional services of Lieutenant Danenhower, who was on the 
sick list, were called into requisition, and he is deserving of credit for 
the skill with which he managed the whale-boat, as well as for her sub
sequent navigation to the land. 

When the weather moderated, both boats endeavored to reach Cape 
Barkin, the northeast point of the Lena delta, upon which the charts . 
erroneously indicat.ed winter huts and inhabitants. 

The whale-boat., with eleven people on board, on striking shoal water 
out of sight of land, stood to the eastward, and hauling in for the land 
the next day, she was fortunate euough on September 16 to enter one of 
the eastern mouths of the Lena River, and three days afterwards fell in 
with natives, who guided them to the village of Geeomovialocke, where 
they-arrived on the 25th, and subsisted until they were able to com
municate with the commandant of Bulum. 

In the mean time, the first cutter, with fourteen persons in all, had 
made the best of her way under a jury mast and sail towards the land; 
but encountering young ice and shoal water, the party on the 17th of 
September was forced to abandon the boat a mile and a half from the 
beach, and to wade ashore through the ice and mud, carrying th~ few 
remaining stores and provisions on their backs. They had the mIsfor
tune to land at the mouth of one of the northern outlets of the Lena 
River, where no inhabitants were to be found, although a considerable 
village, not indicated on their charts, anfl consequently unsuspected by 
them, lay some twenty-five miles to the westward. 

They had landed frost-bitten and exhansted, with only a few days' 
provisions, which were eked out by a meager supply of. gam~. They 
began their painful journey to the south ward, hampered Ill.theIr m~ve
ments by those who were disabled, but encouraged from tIme to tIme 
by traces of mcent occupancy in the huts, and footprints about the 
fox· traps which they encountered on the way, and they struggled. on 
manfully, misled by their imperfect map of the country, and always Im
agining themselves Il!:'ar a place of refuge, until toward the end of Oc-
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tober when after eating their remaining dog, they perished from hunger 
and c'old all but two-Seamen Nindemann and N oros, whom tbe com· 
mauder bad previously sent on in advance for aSRist~nce, amI wbor' 
after great hardships, were found and r~scued by the natIves. Th~~e two 
men did their utmost to make the natIves understand the conchtlOn of 
the commander's party aud to induce them to go to its relief, but witb· 
out success. It seems 'that there was some confusion in the minds of 
these people between the commander's party and tha~ under Mr. Mel· 
ville at Geeomovialocke but the two seamen knew nothmg of the whale· 
boat's fate, and could n~t therefore guess at the mistake; nor is it prob· 
able that if tbey had returned they would bave found any of the com· 
mander's party alive. . 

Meanwhile the wbale-boat's party remained five weeks at Geeomovia· 
locke living upon the limited hospitality of a few poor natives, wbo 
saw their winter supplies rapidly disappearing before tbe bunger of 
this large party. They, like the first cutter's crew, had landed frost· 
bitten and exhausted, and being ill fed, and badly clotbed and lodged, 
they were many days in regaining their strength. 

Efforts were made from tbe first, but without avail, to get transpor· 
tation for tbe party to a place of permanent safety, and also to insti· 
tnte a search for tbe other parties, which nevertheless they believed to 
have been lost in the gale. 

Lientenant Danenhower started on the 17th of October, with a dog 
team, to explore the coast for the missing boats, hut was unable, from 
the condition of the ice, to proceed far in any direction, and returned 
without results. The wide river, or ratber bay, which separated Gee· 
omovia10cke from the mainland was sometimes covered with young ice, 
too thick for the passage of boats, and too thin for the passage of sledges, 
and at tjmes was filled with floating masses of old ice; while their ig. 
norance of the language left them unable to express their wants, or to 
discover the resources of the vicinity in respect to reindeer or dog teams. 

It was not until October 29 that Chief Engineer Melville learned 
that the first cutter had survived the gale, when he at once started, 
and, meeting and COil suIting with Seamen Nindemann and Noros, did all 
in his power to find and succor his missing comrades. He succeeded 
in recovering a portion of the records left behind by the commander, 
but after nearly sacrificing his life from bunger ana cold, and feeling 
assured that the remainder of the first cutter's party had undoubtedly 
perished, he returned southward to Bulun, and then went to Yakutsk, 
where he at once commenced preparations for a more extended search 
when the season wonld permit, in the mean time forwarding to Irkutsk 
the members of his party not needed or unfitted for the search. 

On March 12 Chief Engineer Mel ville was enabled to assemble the 
relief party at Cath-Carta, the appointed rendezvous, when the search 
for the first cutter's crew was commenced, and resulted in finding, be· 
tween Mareh 23 and 27, the remainder of the records and the bodies 
of Lieutenant'Commander De Long's party, except those of Erichsen 
and Alexy, which bad been buried in the river. 

The bodies were removed amI properly interred on high land near 
Mat-Vay, safe from t.he effects of t,he spring floods. 
~~r .this ~ad been d~)lle, three part~es were formed under the charge 

of ehle,f Engmeer MelVIlle, Seaman Nmdemann, and Fireman Bart,lett, 
respectIvely, and the coasts and upper portion of the Lena delta were 
thoroughly se:;trched for the second cu~ter's party, but without fillding . 
any traces of. It.. The search. was contmued as far as the river J ana, 
and as by thIS tIme the sledgmg season was at an end, the parties re-
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turned to Yakutsk, when Chief Engineer Melville, with all but five of 
his men, proceeded home by order of the Navy Department. These five 
remained with Lieutenant Harber, who had been sent to aid in the 
search. 

Considerin.g, .then, the condition of the survivors, the uufavorable 
season, the limIted knowledge of the country, the want of facilities for 
prosecuting the search, and the great difficulty of communicating with 
the natives, everything possible was done for the relief of the other 
parties. 

The following is a list of the officers and crew of the Jeannette, show
ing their assignment to the boats on the retreat, and their final fate or 
disposition: 

FIRST CUTTER (14). 

Lieutenant-Oommander George W. De Long, United States NavYt 
commanding. Died in the Lena Delta. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon "James M. Ambler, United States Navy. 
Died in the Lena Delta. 

Mr. Jerome J. Collins (meteorologist). Died in the Lena Delta. 
Seaman W. F. C. Nindemann. Sent ahead for relief and rescued by 

natives; a witness before the court. 
Seaman Louis P. Noros. Sent ahead for relief and rescued by natives; 

a witness before the court. 
Seaman Heinrich H. Kaack. Died in the Lena Delta. 
Seaman Carl A. Gortz. Died in the Lena Delta. 9 
Seaman Adolph Dressler. Died in the Lena Delta. 
Coppersmith Walter Lee. Died in the Lena Delta. 
Seaman Hans H. Erichsen. Died in the Lena Delta. 
Coal-heaver Nelse Iverson. Died in the Lena Delta. 
Coal-heaver George W. Boyd. Died in the Lena Delta. 
Seaman Ah Sam. Died in the Lena Delta. 
Seaman Alexy (dog-driver and hunter). Died in the Lena Delta. 

SECOND CUTTER (8). 

Lieut. Charles W. Chipp, United States Navy, commanding. 
Seaman William Dunbar (ice pilot). 
Seaman Alfred Sweetman. 
Seaman Henry D. Warren. 
Seaman Petel' E. Johnson. 
Seaman Ed ward Star. 
Seaman Albert G. Kuehne. 
(Joal-hea~'er Walter Sharvell. 
Of which boat, with her crew, no record exists subsequent to the gale 

of September 12, 1881. . 

WHALE-BOAT (11). 

Chief Engineer George W. Melville, United States Navy, command-
ing. Rescued by natives; a witness before the court. . 

Lieut. John W. Danenhower, United States Navy. Rescued by na
tives; a witness before the court. 

Mr. Raymond L. Newcomb (naturl},list and taxidermist). Rescued by 
natives; a witness before the court. 

Seaman John Cole (boatswain). Rescued by natives; now an inmate 
of the Government Insane Asylum. 
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Fireman James H. Bartlett. Rescued by natives; retained in Siberia 
to assist Lieutenant Harber. 

Seaman Herbert W. Leach. Rescued by natives; retained in Siberia 
to assist Lieutenant Harber. 

Seaman Henry Wilson. Rescued by natives; a witness before the 
court. 

Seaman Frank E. Manson. Rescued by nati ves; retained in Siberia 
to assist Lieutenant Harber. 

Seaman Oharles Tong Sing. Rescued by natives; a witness before 
the court. 

Coal-heaver John Lauterbach. Rescued by natives; retained in Si· 
beria to assist Lieutenant Harber. 

Seaman Ainguin (dog-driver and hunter). Rescued by nativ~s; reo 
tained in Siberia to assist Lieutenant Harber; subsequently dIed at 
Kirinsk. 

Sixth. As to "the general conduct and 'merits of each and all the offi· 
eel'S and men of the expedition." 

There is conclusive evidence that aside from trivial difficulties, such, 
as occur on shipboard even under the most favorable circumstances, and 
which had no influence in bringing about the disasters of the expe· 
dition and no pernicious effect upon its general conduct, every officer 
and man so conducted himself that the conrt finds no occasion to im· 
pute censure to any member of the party. 

In view, then, of the long and dreary monotony of the cruise, the 
labors and privations encountered, the disappointment consequent upon 
a want of important results, and the uncertainty of their fate (and 
apart from a natural desire to trBad lightly on the graves of the dead), 
the general conduct of the personnel of the expedition seems to have 
been a marvel of cheerfulness, good-fellowship, and mutual forbear
ance, while the constancy and endurance with which they met the hard· 
ships and dangers that beset them entitle them to great praise. 

Beside the mention already made, however, special commendation is 
due to Lieutenant-Commander De Long for the high qualities displayed 
by him in the conduct of the expedition; to Ohief Engineer Mel ville, 
for his zeal, energy, and professional aptitude, which elicited high en· 
comiums from his commander, and for his subsequent efforts on the 
Lena Delta; and to Seamen Nindemann and Sweetman, for services 
which induced their commander to recommend them for medals of 
honor. 

Finally, it should be stated that there are several of the survivors of 
the Jeannette, who have not yet returned from Siberia and whose testi· 
mony might or might not modi(y the conclusions set fo~th in this report. 

WM. G. TEMPLE, 
Oommodore, United States Navy, President. 

SAM. C. LEMLY, 
Master, United States N(tVy, Judge-Advocate. 

. And the doo~s having been reopened, the court then, at 4 p. m., ad· 
Journed to aWaIt the further orders of the honorable Secretary of the 
Navy. • 

WM. G. TEMPLE, 
Oommodore, United States Navy, President. 

SAM. O. LEMLY, 
Master, United States Navy, Judge-Advocate. 
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NAVY DEPARTMENT, 
OFFICE OF THE JUDGE-ADV00ATE-GENERAL, 

February 17, 1883. 
Respectfully submitted, with the recommendation that the finding of 

the court be approved. 
WM. B. REMEY, 

J udge-A dvocate- General. 

NAVY DEPARTMENT, February 17,1883. 
The finding of the court is approved. 

WM. E. CHANDLER, 
Secretat·y of' the Navy. 

EIGHTY-FIRST DAY. 

NAVY DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, D. C., Friday, March 30,1883-12 m. 

The court, which adjourned Monday, February 12, 1883, reconvened 
pursuant to an order from the Honorable Secretary of the Navy, which 
was read aloud by the judge-advocate, aud is hereto annexed, marked 
'lA. 

Present, Commodore William G. Temple, United States Navy, presi
dent; Commander Frederick V. McNair, United States Navy, member; 
and Lieut. Richard Wainwright, United States Navy, judge-advocate. 

The judge-advocate then read aloud a letter to the president of the 
court from the Honorable Secretary of the Navy, informing him that 
Capt. Joseph N. Miller, United States Navy, had been relieved as a 
member of the court, which letter is hereto annexed, marked 1 B; also 
a letter from the Honorable Secretary of the Navy, informing the pres
ident of the court that Master Samuel C. Lemly, United States Navy, 
had been relieved from duty as judge-advocate of the conrt, which let
ter is hereto annexed, marked 1 C. 

The judge-advocate then read aloud his letter of appointment, which 
is hereto annexed, marked 1 D. 

The president of the court then administered to the judge-advocate 
the oath in such cases prescribed hy Jaw. 

Seaman H. W. LEACH was then called as a witness, and, having been 
sworn according to law by the president of the court, testified as follows: 

Examined by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE: 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. What is your name and rate' 
Answer. Herbert W. Leach; seaman., . 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. To what ShIP and to what speCIal 

service were ;you last attached ~ 
Answer. The Jeannette, on a voyage of discovery and exploration ill 

the Arctic Ocean. 
Question by the JUDGKADVOCATE. When and where did you join 

the Jeannette, and what were your duties on board of that ves~el ~ 
Answer. I joined the Jeannette at Mare Island navy-yard III June, 

1879; seaman. 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Have you any statement to lay 

before this court in relation to the fitting out of the Jeannette for Arctic 
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service, and the condition of the ship when she sailed from San Fran
cisco~ 

Answer. No, sir. 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Have you any statement to lay 

before this court in relation to the management of the vessel up to the 
time of her loss ~ 

Answer. No, sir. 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCA'l'E. Have you any statement to lay 

before this court in relation to the loss of the Jeannette ~ 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Have you any statement to lay 

before this court in relation to the provisions made and plans adopted 
for the several boats' crews upon their leaving the wreck ~ 

Answer. Everything was done that. could be done. 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Have you any stat~ment to lay 

before this court in relation to the efforts made by the varIOUS officers 
to insure the safety of the parties under their charge and for the relief 
of the other parties ~ 

Answer. Yes, sir. I would say that everything was done in the power 
of the men commanding that could be done. 

Question by the ,TUDGJ~-ADVOCATE. Have you any charge to lay or 
special commendation to offer concerning any of the officers or men 
connected with the Jeannette expedition: first as to the condition of the 
vessel on her departnre from San Franciseo; second, her management 
up to the time of her loss i third, her loss; fourth, the provisions made, 
and plans adopted for the several boats' crews on their leaving the 
wreck; fifth, the efforts made by the various officers to insnre the safety 
of the parties under their charge and for the relief of the other part.ies; 
sixth, the general conduct and merits of each and all the officers and 
men of the expedition ~ 

Answer. I would like to say a word in favor of Mr. Danenhower, who 
was given charg-e of the whale-boat during the night of the gale, as 
probably if he hadn't had charge I would not have been here. I would 
like to say that he displayed good management and good judgment 
through the gale, and nntil we reached the land shaped all the courses 
and took charge. I have no charge to lay against any officer or man of 
the expedition. 

The judge-ad vocate had no further questions to ask, the court had no 
questions to ask, and the testimony of the witness was read over to him 
and by him pronounced correct. 

~eaman FRANK E. MANSON was then calleel as a witness, and after 
bemg duly sworn according to law by the president of the court, testi· 
fied as follows: 

Examined by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE: 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. What is your name and rate~ 
Answer. Frank Ed ward Manson' seaman. 
Ql!estion by the JUDGE-ADVOcl'l'E. To what ship and what special 

serVIce were you last at.tached1 
Answ~r. The Jeannette on Arctic expedition. I 
QuestIOn by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. When and where did you join 

the Jeannette, and what were your duties on board of that vessel? 
Answer. In Mare Island navy-yard. I think it was the 14th June, 

1879. Seaman. 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Have you any statement to lay 
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before this court in relat,ion to the fitting oult of the Jeannette for Arc
tic service and the condition of the ship when she sailed from San 
Franciseo "I 

Answer. No, sir. 
Question uy the JUDGE-ADVOOA'l'E. Have you any statement to lay 

before this court in relat,ioll to the nH]'nagement of the vessel up to the 
time of the 10o>s '~ 

Answer. No, sir. 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Have YOll any statement to lay 

betore this conrt in relation to the 10sR of the ,} eanuette? 
Answer. ~ 0, sir. 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOOA'l'E. Have you any statement to lay 

before this court in relation to the provisions made and plans adopted 
for the several boats' crews upon their leaving the wreck "I 

Answer. No, sir. 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOOATE. Have you any statement to lay 

before this court in relation to the efforts made by the various officers 
to insure the safety of the parties under their charge and for the relief 
of the other parties ~ 

Answer. No, sir. 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOOATE. Have you any charge to lay or 

special commendation to offer concerning any of the officers or men 
connected with the Jeannette expedition: first, as to the condition of 
the vessel on her departure from San Francisco; second, her manage
ment up to the time of her ]oss; third, her loss; fourth, the provisions 
made and plans adopted for the several boats' crews on their leaving 
the wreck; fifth, the efforts made by the various officers to insure the 
safety of the parties under their charge and for the relief of the other 
parties; sixth, the general conduct and merits of each and allthe offi
cers and men of the expedition ~ 

Answer. No, sir; I think every thin g was done that could be done. 
I would like to say a word for Mr. DaIl42~lhower, as he had charge of the 
whale-boat and took us safe on shore. 

There being no further questions to ask the wi tness, his testimony was 
read over to him and by him pronounced correct. 

Coal-heaver JOHN LAUTERBAOH was then called as a witness and 
after being duly sworn according to law by the President of the court, 
testified as follows: 

Examined by the J-UDGE-ADVOOATE : 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOOATE. Whatis your name and rate' 
Answer. John Lauterbach, coal-passer. 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOOATE. To what ship and what special 

service were you last attached? 
Answer. Jeannette, on Arctic exploration. 
Question by the JUDGE-ADvoCA'l'E. When and where did you join 

the Jeannette, and what were your duties on board of that vessel ~ 
Answer. On Mare Island; coal-passer; about the 21st of May, 1879. 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOOATE. Rave you any statement to lay 

before this court in relation to the fitting out of the Jeannette for Arc-
tic service and the condition of the ship when she sailed from San Fran
cisco ~ 

Answer. No, sir. 
Question by the JUDGE-ADvoOATE. Have YOIl any statement to lay 

before this court in relation to the loss of the Jeannette ~ 
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Answer. No, sir. 
. Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Have you any statement to lay 
before this court in relation to the management of the vessel up to the 
time of her loss ~ 

Answer. No, sir. 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Have you any statement to lay 

before this court in relation to the provisions made and plans adopted 
for the several boats' crews upon their leaving the wreck ~ 

Answer. No, sir. 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOOATE. Have you any statement to lay 

before this court in relation to the efiorts made by the various officers 
to insure the safety of the parties under their charge and for the relief 
of the other parties ~ 

Answer. No, sir. , 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCA1'E. Have you any charge to lay or 

special commendation to offer concerning any of the officers or men 
connected with the Jeannette expedition: first, as to the condition of 
the vessel on her departure from San Francisco; second, her manage
ment up to the time of her loss; third, her loss; fourth, the provisions 
made and plans adopted for the several boats' crews on their leaving 
the wreck; fifth, the efforts made by the various officers to insure the 
safety of the parties under their cbarge and for the relief of the other 
parties; sixth, the general conduct and merits of each and all of the 
officers and men of the expedition ~ 

Answer. No, sir; except Mr. Danenhower, that he brought us safe to 
shore; that his judgment in making a drag on the night of the gale. 

There being no further questions to ask this witness, his testimony 
was read over to him and by him pronounced to be correct. 

There being no further witnesses at present available, the court then 
adjourned to meet on Tuesday, April 3, at 10.30 a. m. 

EIGHTY-SECOND DAY. 

NAVY DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, D. C., Tuesday, April 3, 1883-10.30 a. m. 

The court met pursuant to the adjournment of Friday, March 30 
1883. ' 

Present, Commodore William G. Temple, United States Navy presi
dent; _Comm~nder Fre(~eric~ V. Mc~air, United States Navy, m~mber; 
and LIeut. RIChard WamwrIght, Umted States Navy, judge-advocate. 

The ~ecor? of the proceedings of March 30, 1883, the eighty-first day 
of the mqmry, was then read, and, after making several corrections, 
approved. 

First-class Fireman JAMES H. BARTLETT was then called as a witness 
and, having been sworn according to law by the president of the court' 
testified as follows: ' 

Examination by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE: 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. What is your name and rate't 
Answer. James H. Bartlett; first-class fireman. 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. To what ship and what special 

service were you last attached? 
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Answer. I was aboard the ship Jeannette on special service in t.he 
Arctic Ocean. 

Question by the JUDGE·ADVOCA'fE. When and where did you join 
the Jeannette, and what were your duties on board of t.hat vessel ~ 

Answer. I joined the Jeannette in San Francisco in 1879, on June 16 
I think; first-class fireman. 7 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Have you any statement to lay 
before this court in relation to the fitting out of the Jeannette for Arc
tic service and the condition of the ship when she sailed from San Fran.
cisco ~ 

Answer. I haven't any, sir. 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Have you any statement to lay 

before this court in relation to the management of the vessel up to the 
time of her loss 'I 

Answer. I have none, sir. 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Have you any statement to lay 

before this court in relation to the loss of the Jeannette 1 
Auswer. Not any. 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Have you any statement to lay 

before this court in relation to the provisions made and plans adopted 
for the several boats' crews upon their leaving the wreck~ 

Answer. Have none, sir. 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Have you any statement to lay 

before this court in relation to the efforts made by the various officers to 
insure the safety of the parties under their charge and for the relief of 
the other parties ~ 

Answer. Haven't any. 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Have you any charge to lay or 

special commendation to offer concerning any of the officers or men 
connected with the Jeannette expedition: first, as to the condition of the 
vessel on her departure from San Francisco; second, her management up 
to the time of her loss; third, her loss; fourth, the provisions made and 
plans adopted for the several boats' crews on their leaving the wreck; 
fifth, the efforts made by the various officers to'insure the safety of the 
parties under their charge and for the relief of the other parties; sixth, 
the general conduct and merits of each and all of the officers and men 
of the expedition f 

Answer. I haven't any, sir. 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Give, in detail, the account of 

your trip from the time you left Mr. Melville at Oass Carta until you re
joined him again. 

Answer. I left Cass Carta in company with Nindemann and traveled 
in a northeast direction to Point Barkin ; separated company with Nin
demann at Barkin; followed the east coast of the Lena Delta to the 
southward as far as Geeomovialocke, where I remained until Mr. Mel
ville's arrival. We made as thorough a search as could be made under 
the circumstances. There was much snow and a great deal of bad 
weather, and it is my opinion of it that we made as good a search of it 
as could be made. We done all that it was possible to do. 

The judge-advocate then read a telegram from D. F. Collins request
ing the court to await a list of questions to be put to the witnesses now 
under examination, a copy of which is hereto annexed, marked 1 E. 

The judge-advocate then stated to the court that he had informed Mr. 
B. A. Collins, on Thursday, of the reconvening of the court, and had 
!equested him to forward any questions he might desire to have put; 
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He also informed the court that there was a letter in his possession from 
D. F. Oollins stating that his brother B.~. Oollins had ~harge?f the. cas~ 
in the interest ofthe late Jerome J. OollIns. In complIance wIth thIS .re
quest, the court, suspending the furthCl: examin,ation of James H. Bart
lett, adjourned to meet to-morrow, AprIl 4, 1883, at 10.30 a. m. 

EIGHTY-THIRD DAY. 

NAVY DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, D.O., Wednesday, April 4, 1883-10.30 a. m. 

The court met pursuant to the adjournment of yesterday. . 
Present Oommodore William G. Temple, United States Navy, presi

dent· Co~mander Frederick V.McNair, United States Navy, member; 
and Lieut. Richard Wainwright, United nates Navy, judge-advocate. 

The record of the proceedings of yesterday, Tuesday, April 3, the 
eighty-second day of the inquiry, was then read, and, aft,er correcting 
it, was approved. 

The questions to be put to the witnesses by D. F. Collins not arriv
ing, the court adjourned to meet on Friday, April 6, 1883, at 10.30 a. m. 

EIGHTY-FOURTH DAY. 

NAVY DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, D.O., Friday, April 6, 1883-10.30 a. m. 

The court met pursuant to the adjournment of Wednesday, April 4, 
1883. 

Present, Commodore William G. Temple, United States Navy, presi
dent; Commander Frederick V. McNair, United States Navy, member; 
and Lieut. Richard Wainwright, United States Navy, judge-advocate. 

The record of the proceedings of Wednesday, April 4, 1883, the 
eighty-third day of the inquiry, was then read and approved. 

The judge-advocate then stated to the court that he had received the 
questions from D. F. Collins, and if it pleased the court he would 
examine the witness, J. H. Bartlett, on the part of the late Jerome J. 
Collins. 

The witness, first-class Fireman JAMES H. BARTLETT, whose exami
nation was suspended on Wednesday, April 3, 1883, was then called 
into court and testified as follows: 

Examination on the part of the late JEROME J. COLLINS. 
Question by the JUDGE-ADvOCATE. What was Mr. Collins' position 

on board the Arctic steamer J eannette ~ 
Answer. As near as I know he had charge of the weather depart

ment. Well, I know from the log, having helped bind it one time when 
it was sent ~o~ward, that his rate was that of seaman, but he always 
held the pOSItIOn as an officer. He messed in the after part of the ship 
with the officers. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADvOCATE. What were your relations with 
Mr. Collins ¥ 

Answer. I was on pleasant terms with him the same as all the other 
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<0fficers. I considered him an officer. I was told by I,ieutenant De LonO' 
that he would act as an officer, in San Francisco. E! 

Question by the JUDGE-ADvoCATE. Did you know of any trouble 
existing between Mr. Oollins and Lieutenant-Oommander De Long? 

Answer. No.' sir; I knew of no existing trouble between them; I 
Iilever heard LIeutenant De Long sayan unpleasant word to Mr. Oollins. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Did Mr. Oollins speak to you on 
the matter, and what did he say? 

'(To this question the judge-advocate objects as Cl!l1ing for hearsay 
<evidence. The objection was sustained by the court, and the question 
was not put.) 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Were you a witness to any dif
ferences between them' State what you saw or heard. 

Answer. I never saw or heard any difference between them, only 
Mr. Collins was off duty. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. When the Jeannette went down 
was Mr. Oollins free to save his property, such as notes, books, &c. ¥ 

Answer. As far as I know, he was. 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Did Mr. Collins say anything to 

you relative to the loss of his papers, &c., at that time 1 
Answer. Not at the time of lusing the ship. 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. How was Mr. Oollins treated 

during the retreat ~ 
Answer. His treatment, as far as I know, was similar to the other 

{)fficers of the expedition; by the men and officers also. 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Did Mr. Oollins speak to you 

sbout the way he felt he was treated, and what he was going to do on 
his return home, during the retreat? ,,"'; 

Answer. Yes, sir; he spoke to me in regard to that. 
Qnestion by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Did Mr. Collius tell yon about 

sny papers that he had on his person at that timef 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Did Mr. Oollins make any re

quest of you relative to such papers or other things ~ 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. On your boat reaching land, and 

the party finding provisions, was there any discussion relative to the 
!probable position and condition of the other parties? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. In your opinion was it necessary 

to delay thirty·five days before making any effort to get news of or go 
au search of the other parties? 

Answer. As far as I know, it was impossible for sixteen days, I think, 
to the best of my memory, to travel from where we were,. and at the 
expiration of that time Mr. Melville made arrangements wlth Kusmah 
to take dispatches to Bulun, and also return with transportation and 
<lIothing for the entire party to Bulun, with the understanding that ~e 
would arrive back with means of transportation in five days, but dld 
not return for fifteen, as I remember it. I think we moved froin there as 
:soon a,s it was practicable. 

Qnestion by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Did you offer to go in search of 
[lews, or to the relief of the other parties? 

Answer. I believe, in company with se\'eral of the party, I did, asI 
remember the conversation of several of the party in regard to it. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADvoc,!:rE. Were you prevented from doing 
,so, If so, by whom ~ 

H. Ex. 108-18 
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Answer. Yes sir' by the general opinion of the whole party. The 
reason of it w~s that we were unfamiliar with the country, had no 
means of transportation, and no provisions, only what was furnished 
by the natiyes we were living with. 

Question 17 was separated. ... 
Question by the JUDGE-ADYOCATE. DId LIeutenant Danenhowel" 

offer to go"? If so, who prevented him ¥ 
Answer. Yes, sir, he offered to go, and did go. 
Question by the JUDGE-ADYOcATE. Did you receive any orders from 

Chief Engineer Melville to bring Lieutenant Danenhower back dead or 
alive~ 

(To this question the judge-advocate objects, as it can ouly be rele
yant to the inquiry under the precept, if it tends to t:;how that allY 
search or attempted search for the other boats was prevented by this 
order. If it is thus relevant it is inadmissible, as not the best evidence 
to show that such was the case. The objection was not sustained, and 
the question was put.) 

Answer. No, sir. 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Do you know of any trouble or 

difference existing between Mr. Collins and Ohief Engineer Mel ville t 
What were their relations ~ 

Answer. No; sir I knew of DO trouble existing; they were the same 
as between llilll and the other officers, as far as I know. 

Question by the .JUDGE-ADYOCA'l'E. How did Melville speak of Col
lins to you '! 

(To this questioll the judge·advocate objects as calling for hearsay 
testimony. The objection was sustained and the question was not put.) 
.*"'. Question by the JUDGF.-ADYOCATE. Had you been in command of the 
party, would you Lave waited thirty-five days without going to filld out 
or discover the position or condition of the other parties ~ 

Answer. I don't know to the best of Illy knowledge that we waited 
thirty days. Taking the condition of the country and our condition, I 
should have moved as soon as possible, which I think was about twenty 
days after we arrived there, aud I made the proposition to move from 
there; that was discussed by the whole party, Manson and myself 
agreeing to draw Leach on a sleigh, he being unable to walk from a. 
frost-bite. The object of the move was to get to Bulun. The conclu
sion arrived at by Mr. Melville and Mr. Danenhower was that it would 
be impracticable and impossible, Mr. Danenhower making the state
IDent that he thought there would be 25 per cent. of the party taken 
into Bulun on sleighs or dead. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADYOCATE. In your opinion was it possible 
to have sooner commenced the search for the De Long party' 

Answer. No, sir, not the proper search for them. As stated before, 
I thought we could have moved from Geeomovialocve in about twenty 
days from the time we landed there. 

Qu~sti.on by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. From your conversations with 
Mr. Oolhns have you any reason to suppose that Mr. Collins had papers 
other than a small note book on his person ~ 

(~o this questioll. the. judge-adyocate objects as calling for bearsay 
testlmoIl'y' The obJectIOll was sustained and the question waR not }lut.) 

. Quest!Oll by the JUDGE-ADYOCATE. Did be (Mr. Collins) tell you of 
his havmg letters addressed to persons in New York ~ State all he 
said. 

(To this question the judge-advocate makes the same objection as to 
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a former question. '1'he objection was sustained and tbe question was 
not put.) 

Question by tbe ,TUDGE·ADVOqATE. Did he request you during the 
retreat that in case any accident should bappen him, or that he should 
die, that ~'ou would take care of his papers ~ 

Answer. Yes, sir. 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. State as fully as possible the 

different conversations you had with .!\Ir. Oollins relative to his treat. 
ment, the loss of his note-boolu;, and all other matters"/ 

(To this question the judge-advocate objects as calling for hearsay 
testimony. The objection was sustained, and the question was not put.) 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Were you present when Mr. 001-
lins's body was found ~ 

Answer. Yes, sir. 
Qnestion by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. State all particulars relatiyc to 

the same. 
Answer. I was present at the finding of all the party with the excep

tion of Lieutenant De Long, Doctor Ambler, and the cook, Ah Sam. 
They had been found by Mr. Melville and Nindemann, and their effects 
taken from them by them. But the taking out from under the Rnow of 
Mr. Collins was done under the directions of myself and Niudemann, 
having been sent by Mr. Melville while he was otherwise engaged at 
l'lat Yay, and we searched the remains of Mr. Collins, and everything 
that he had was put into a handkerchief and turned over to Mr. Melville 
that evening. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADynCATE. What did you find 011 the body' 
Answer. The articles consisted of one small note-book and a few pack

ages of crumpled written matter that had been carried in the pocket, wet 
several times-I don't know the contents of it-a number of beads, !Ii 
few nails, and some cartridges, and two or three pocket handkerchiefs,._ 
and I think a small money-purse. It was opf'n written matter or paper,. 
similar to this (showing legalcap). I think it was foolscap; I am not 
positive about that. To the best of my knowledge I don't think there 
was over ten sheets; there might have been less. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Did it strike you at this time· 
that any of Mr. Oollins' papers were missing ~ . 

Answer. Well, I expected that he had more; that was in regard to 
this conversation I had with him about them; from that, I supposed that 
he had more. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. How do the papers, &c., found·! 
on his body compare with the account made of the same by Melville to,· 
the Navy DepartmenU 

(To tbis question the judge-advocate objects, as the court can judge 
for themselves from matter already in evidence, and the answer to pre
vious question. The objection was not sustained and the question was 
put.) 

Allswer. I have ne,er seen Mr. Melville's statement in regard to what 
he turned over to the Department,. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Were you present when Melville 
examined, or caused to be examiIled, Mr. Oollins' body in his presence 7 
What did he say 011 the finding of a crosson Mr. Oollins' neck ~ Who 
found the cross "/ 

Answer. Y ('s, sir; I was present. The remark was made that we 
didn't know whether to leave it on him or put it with his other effects 
and send it to the Department, Mr. Mel ville saying that he did not 
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kllow whether to bury it with him, or to se~d i~ hO~lC, but ~hou~ht it 
was part of his religion, and he would bury It wIth hIm. I dId, sir. 

{~llestion by the JUDGE-ADvoCA'l'E. Didyou have any conversations 
with Mr. Melville relative to such matters, since your return home ~ 

(To which the judge-advocate objects as irrelevant. The objection 
was not sustained and the question was put.) 

Answer. I have had no conversation with Mr. Melville in regard to 
that point at all. I have had a general conversation with him, the 
same as other people whom I have met since I arrived. In our con
versation we have never touched on the subject, only in a general way. 
There never has been any particular points talked over between us at 
.all. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. What were your relations with 
Mr. Melville when in Siberia'~ 

Answer. I was in a position of an enlisted man, and he as an officer 
of the United States Navy. Our relations were generally friendly. 

Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. In your opinion was everything 
done that was possible for the rescue of De Long's party 1 

Answer. Yes, sir. 
(-luestion by the JUDGE-ADVOCA'l'E. If an earlier and more urgent 

attempt for his relief was made in the beginning, what would have been 
tl1£' chances ~ 

Answer. I think there were no chances to assist him. 
(,Juestioll by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. If Lieutenant Danenhower had 

been permitted to go on his search and was aided, in yonI' opinion could 
De Long's party have been saved ~ 

Answer. No, sir. 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. In your conversations with par

ties in Siberia, other than the survivors, have you expressed the same 
views and made the same statements as before this court ~ 

Answer. I have never made any statements to anyone in Siberia 
different from what I have made before this court. 

Re-examined by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE: 
Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Do you know of any papers Mr. 

Oollins had during the retreat other than those found on his person f 
Answer. No, sir. 
Question by the JUDGE-ADvoCATE. ]j"lrom all your experience up to 

the present time, do you now think it would have been practicable to 
have started for Bulun sooner than was done ~ -

Answer. I think it could have been made; the result of it, of course, I 
can't tell; there would have been a great deal of hardship and suffering 
in connection with it. 
. Question by the JUDGE-ADVOCATE. Was any one prevented from mak· 
lUg a search for the other boats other than on the occasion which you 
have already mentioned and for which you volunteered 1 

Answer. I desire to state that my volunteering was iu regard to going 
to Bulun, but not for the search for Lieutenant De Long. Not that I know 
~f, only in th.e general way that I spoke of; we talked of the other par
tIes and thmr prob~ble condition, and I think that everyone in the 
party had at some time volunteered to make a search' that was in our 

1
· , 

every-( ay conversatIOn that we nsed to have in the house. Lieutenant 
Danenhower did volunteer to commence a search and did make a search 
of two or three days' duration; I don't remember which. 

The j lldge-ad vocate had no further questions to ask. 
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Examined by the COURT: 
Question by the COURT. Do you know whether any papers or other 

articles belonging to Mr. Collins were destroyed or concealed by nny per
son or persons '1 

Answer. No, sir. 
There being no further queRtions to ask this witness, his testimony 

was read over to him, and by hiin pronounced to be correct. There 
being nothing further to lay before the court, the conrt adjourned to 
meet to-morrow, April 7, 1883, at 10.30 a. m. 

EIGHTY-FIFTH DAY. 

NAVY DEPARTMENT, 
Wash'ington, D.O., Sa.turday, Apt'il 7, 1883-10.30 a. m. 

The court met pursuant to the adjournment of yesterday. 
Present, Commodore William G. Temple, United States Navy, presi

dent; Oommander Frederick V. McNair, United States Navy, member; 
and Lieutenant Richard Wainwright, United States Navy, judge-advo
cate. 

The record of the proceedings of Friday, April 6, 1883, the eighty
fourth day of the inquiry, was then read, and, after correcting clerical 
errors, was approved. 

The court was then cleared for deliberation, and agreed upon the fol
lowing report: 

In obedience to the order oftheHonorable Secretary of the Navy, dated 
March 29, 1883, the court of inquiry of which Commodore 'William G. 
Temple, United States Navy, is president, reassembled at the Navy 
Department, at 12 o'clock m. on Friday, the 30th instant, for the pur
pose of completing the investigation of circumstances of the loss in the 
Arctic seas of the exploring steamer Jeannette, and the death of Lieu
tenant Commander De Long and others of the officers and men, &c. 

Having concluded the examination of the survivors of that vessel 
who have recently returned from Siberia, the court have the honor 
herewith to report its further proceedings, with the testimony, and, 
after mature consideration of the evidence adduced, find that no modi· 
fication is reqnisite in their conclusions reported February 12, 1883. 

WILLIAM G. TEMPLE, 
Commodore, United States Navy, President. 

RICHARD W AINWRIG HT. 
Lieutenunt, United States Nuvy, Judge-Advocate. 

And the doors being reopened, the court then, at 11.50 a. m., ad
journed to await the further orders of the honorable Secretary of the 
Navy. 

WILLIAM G. TEMPLE, 
Commodore, United States Navy, President. 

RICHARD WAINWRIGHT, 
Lieutenant, United States Navy, Jttdge-Advocate. 
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NAVY DEPAR~l'MENT, 
OFFICE OF 'l'HE JUDGE.ADVOCATE-GENERAL, 

April 23, 1883. 
Respectfully submitted, with the recommendation that the finding of 

the court be approved. 

The finding of the court is approved. 

WM. B. l~EMEY, 
J1ldge-Advocate-General. 

NAVY DEPARTMENT, 
April 23, 1883. 

WM. E. CHANDLER, 
Secreta,ry of the N m'g. 
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THE LAST RECORD OF THE PARTY, 

CoVKltING THE TIME l'ROM THE DATE ON WHICH NL."DE:o.rANN AND NORDS WKBE 
SENT AHEAD FOR RELIEF, OCTOBER 9 TO OCTOBER 30, 1881, NOT INCLUDED IN THE 
TESTIMONY OF THE WITNKSSES. 

[Extract from the ieejournnl of Lieulenant-Commander Geo. W. De Long.) 

Sunda:y, October 9th, 119th aay.-All hands at 4.30. 1 oz. alcohol. Read divine serv
ice. Send Nindemann and Noms ahead for relief. They carry their blankets 1 rifle 
-40 rounds ammunition, 2 oz. alcohol. Orders to keep W. bank ofl>i.ver until th~yreach 
settlement. They started at 7; cheered them. Underway at 8. Crossed creek- broke 
through ice; all wet up to knees. Stopped and built fires. Dried clothes. Under way 
again at 10.30. Lee breaking down. At 1 strike river bank; halt for dinner-1 oz. 
alcobol. ~lexy sh?t 3 ptarmiga.n' Made soup. 'Ve are following Nindemann's track, 
though he IS long smce out of Slght. Under way at 3.30. High bluff. Ice running 
rapidlytond. inriYer. Halt at 4.40, upon coming to wood. Find canoe. Lay our heads 
on it and go to sleep; .~ oz. alcohol, supper. 

Mona<ty, October 10th, 120 day.-Last ~. oz. alcohol at 5.30. At 6.30 send Alexeyoff 
to look for ptarmigan. Eat deer-skin scraps. Yesterday morning ate my deer-skin foot 
nips. Light S. S. E. airs; not very cold. Under way at 8. In crossing creek 3 of 
us got wet. Built fire and dried out. Ahead again uutil 11. Used up. Built fire, 
made a drink out of the tea leaves from alcohol bottle; on again ~Lt noon. Fresh S. S. W. 
wind; drifting snow, very hard going. Lee begging to be left. Some little beach, 
and then some long stretches of high bank. Ptarmigan tracks plentiful. Following 
Nindemann's tracks. At 3 halted, used up. Crawled into a hole on the bank. Col
lected wood and built fire. Alexy away in quest of game. Nothing for supper except 
a spoonful of glycerine. All hands weak and feeble, but cheerful. God help us. 

TtU'.~day, Octobrcr 11th, 1218t day.--8. W. gale, with snow. Unable to move. No 
game; 1 spoonful glycerine and hot water for food; no more wood in our vicinity. 

Wedlle.gday, Octobm'12th, 1221ld day.-Breakfast; last spoonful glycerine, and hot water. 
For dinner we tried a couple of handfulls of Arctic willow in a pot of water, and drank 
the infusion. Eyerybody getting weaker and weaker. Hardly strength to get fire
wood. SW. gale, with snow. 

Thu'rsday, October 13th, 123rd day.-Willow tea. Strong S. 'V. wind. No news from 
Nindemann. We are in the hands of God, and unless He intervenes are lost. We can
not move against the wind, and staying here means starvation. Afternoon went ahead 
for a mile, crossing either another river or a bend in the big one. After crossing missed 
Lee. Went down in a hole in the bank and camped. Sent back for Lee. He had 
turned back, lain down, and was waiting to die. All united in saying Lord's prayer 
and creed after supper. Snowing. Gale of wind. Horrible night. 

Friday, October 14th, 12'1th day.-Breakfast, willow tea. Dinner~· teaspoonful sweet
oil and willow tea. Alexy shot 1 ptarmigan. Had soup. S. W. wind; moderating. 

8alm'dclY, Octob(~'15th, 125th da!l.-Breakfast, willow tea, and 2 old boots. Concluded 
to move on at sunrise. Alexy breaks down; also Lee. Come to empty grain raft. 
Halt and camp. :Signs of smoke at twilight to southward. 

81Imla.y, October 16th, 1:Z6 da:y.-Alexy broken down. Diyine service. 
Monday, October 17th, 127th clay.-Alexey dying. Doctor baptized him. Read prayers 

for sick. Mr. Collins' birthdlty; 40 years old. About sunset Alexy died; exhaustion 
from starvation. Covered him with ensign and laid him in the crib. 

Tlte8day, October 18th, 128th day.-Calm and mild; snow falling. Buried Alexy: in the 
afternoon. Laid him on the ice of the river and covered him over with slabs of we. 

Wednesda:y, Octoba 191h, 1~~9th day.-Cutting up tent to make foot gear. Doctor went 
ahead to find new camp. ~hiftecl by dark. 

Thursday, October :20th, 130thday.-Bright anusunny, but yery cold. LeeandKaack 
done up. 

Jilriday October 218t, l::llst dctfl.-Kaack was found dead abou.t midnight, between the 
Doctor and myself. Lee died about noon. Head IJ1'ayers for SIck when we found hewaB 
going. 

Sa.turclay, October ~22nd, 132nd day. -Too weak to carry the bodies of Lee and Kaac~ out 
on the ice. The Doctor, Collins, and I can-iecl them around the corner out of SIght, 
when my eye closed up. 



280 LOSS OF THE STEAMER JEANNETTE. 

Su;ruiay, Oetobe:r 23rd, 133rd day.-Everybody pretty weak. Slept or rested all day, and 
then managed to get enough wood in before dark. Read part of divine service. Suffer
ing in our feet. No foot gear. 

Mwday, October 24th, 134th day.-A hard night. 
Tuesday, October 25th, 135th day. 
Wednesday Octobe!' 26th, 136 day. 
Thursday, October 27th, 137th day.-Iveson broken down. 
lJIriday, October 28th, 13Btll day.-Iveson died during early morning. 
Saturday, October 29th, 139th day.-Dressler died during night. 
Swnday, October 30th, 140th day.-Boyd and Gi.irtz died during night. ?Ir. Collins. 

dying. 
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The following documen·tary evidence, not appended, but accompanying the record) 
was likewise considered by the court: 

Log-books of the Jeannette, four parts. 
Lieutenant-Commander De Long's private journal, three parts. 
Lieutenant-Commander De Long's ice journal. 
Rough draft of Lieutenant-Commander De Long's report to the Hon. Secretary of 

the Navy. 
Chief Engineer Melville's report of trip to Henrietta Island. 
Mr. J. J. CoUins's memorandum book, used by the court for reference (appended)
V W. Spar and sail plan of the Jeannette. 
"\V X. Circumpolar chart, showing the track of Jeannette. 



APPENDIX 1. 

EXHIBITA. 

To Commodore 'VILLIAl\{ G. TEMPLE, U. S. N., 
Navy Department, Washington, D. C.: 

In conformity with a joint resolution of Congress, approved August 8, 1882, a court of 
inquiry, of which Commodore William G. Temple is hereby appointed president, Captain 
Joseph N. Miller and Commander Frederick V. McNair, members, and Master Samuel 
C. Lemly, judge-advocate, is ordered to convene at the Navy Department, Washington, 
D. C., on Thureday, the fifth day of October, A. D. eighteen hundred and eighty-two. 

The court will dilIgently and thoroughly investigate the circumstances of the lOBS in 
the Arctic seas of the exploring steamer Jeannette, and of the death of Lieutenant-Com
mander George W. De Long and others of her officers and men. The court will also 
~efuny inquire into the condition of the vessel on her departure, her management up 
to the time of her destruction, the provisions made and plans adopted for the several 
boats' crews upon their leaving the wreck, the efforts made by the various officers to in
sure the safety of the parties under their immediate charge, and for the relief of the 
other parties, and into the general conduct and merits of each and all the officers and 
men of the expedition. 

At the conclnsion of the investigation the court will report their proceedings, the tes
timony taken, and the facts which they deem established by the evidence adduced. 

Given under my hand at the Navy Department, Washington, D. C., this twenty
ninth day of September, A. D. 1882. 

W. E. CHANDLER, 
Se(ffetal'yof the Navy. 

Original document. 
SAM. C. LEMLY, 

Ma8ter U. S. Navy 9' Jltdge.Adl!ocate. 

EXHIBIT B. 

Commodore WM. G. TEMPLE, U. S. Kavy, 
Navy Department, Washington, D. C.: 

NAVY DEPARTMENT, 
TVashi-ngton, Sept61nbe1' 29, 1&l2. 

SIR: I transmit herewith a precept addressed to you as president of a court of inquiry 
ordered to convene at the Navy Department, Washington, D. C., on Thursday the 5th 
proximo. 

Respectfi;llly, 

A true copy. 

EXHIBIT C. 

WM. E. CHANDLER, 
Secretary of the Navy. 

SAM. C. LEMLY, 
Master U. S. N. 4" Judge Advocate. 

NAVY DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, Sept. 29th, 18tl'2. 

SIR: A court of inquiry, of which you are appointed judge advocate, is ordered to 
convene at the Navy Department, Washington, D. C., on Thursday the 5th day of Oc-
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tober 1882 at which time and place you will appear and report yourself to Commodoro
Wm.' G. T~mple, U. S. N., the presiding officer of the court. 

Very respectfully, 

Master SAMUEL C. LEMLY, U. S. N., 
Navy Depcwtment, Wa8hington, D. C. 

Reported October 5th, 1882. 

A true copy. 

W. E. CHANDLEI"" 
Secretary of the Navy. 

WM. G. TEMPLE, 
Commo. U. S. Navy and Pre8idl31lt of COUI·t. 

SAM. C. LEMLY, 
MU8ter U. S. Navy rf Judge Advocate. 

EXHIBIT D. 
NAVY DEPARTMENT, 

Wa8hington, October 5th, 1882. 
SIR: In reply to your inquiry of this date, you are informed that the investigation by the 

court of inquiry of which you are president will be held in open court .. 
Very respectfully, 0 

WM. E. CHANDLER, 
Secretary of the Navy. 

COIllIDodore'VM. G. TElliPLE, U. S. Navy, 
President Co/wt of Inquiry, Navy Departrnent, WU8hington, DC. 

A true copy. 
SAM. C. LEMLY, 

Ma.ster U. S. Navy 9' Judge Advocate. 

EXHIBIT E. 

COMMANDANT'S OFFICE, UNITED STATES NAVY-YARD, 
Mare IBland, California, December 318t, 1878. 

GENTLEMEN: You will form a board to thoroughly examine the yacht Jeannette, nolV 
at this navy-yard, intended for an extended cruise in the Arctic regions, and report to 
me in duplicate what repairs, ifany, she needs to her hull, boilers, and machinery, etc., 
together with an estimate of their probable cost. 

By direction of the Navy-Department. 
Very respectfully, 

Chief Engineer M. FLETCHER, U. S. N. 
CoIllIDander LOUIS KEMPFF, U. S. N. 
Naval Constructor GEO. W. MUCH, U. S. N. 
ChlefEngineer GEORGE F. KUTZ, U. S. N. 

A true COllY. 

EXHIBIT F. 

ED. R. COLHOUN, 
Commandant. 

SAM. C. LEML Y, 
Ma8ter U. S. N. rf Judge Advocate., 

U. S. NAVY-YARD, MARE 'ISLAND, 
January 24th, Hl79. 

SIR: In obedience to your order of the 31st ultimo, we have thoroughly examined the 
yacht Jeannette, and respectfully submit the following report: 

HULL AND SPARS. 

Vessel requires docking; bottom, outside, and deck to be recalked' deck over boilers 
to be removed, for the purpose of taking out old boilers, and repIaood with new plank-
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ingj a new and wider bridge to replace the one now in use' water-closets pump" and 
side lights require overhauling and repairs. The diagonal ~r t.russ braces' betwee~ the 
lower edge of spar-deck clamps and bilge strakes are, particularly in the coal bunkers 
defective, and should be replaced with newj also the defective lining over frames, and b~ 
tween ~hem. The wheel-ropes. should l~ und~r the deck, and not on top and through 
the cabm as now arranged. SlIght repaIrs reqUired to hatches, and other work of minor 
importance. The vessel should be painted throughout. To complete the repairs as enu
merated above will, it is estimated, cost for labor and material seven thous:mil five hWl
dred dollars ($7,500). 

The above repairs are considered necessary to place the vessel in ""ood condition for 
_ordinary service; but for an extended cruise in the Arctic regions we ~re of the opinion 
th~t the vessel requires very extensive alterations, to make her if possible particularly 
adapted for such service. We find the vessel in fair condition so far as soundness is con
cerned, but in .2ur opinion of rather light construction for the pmpose. The space be
tween the lower ooge of spar-deck clamps and upper edge ofbilgestrakes is not ceiled; butin 
lieu thereof are pla<:!ed truss or diagonal braces, about ten (10) feet asunder. To strengthen 
her in this particular part, these braces should be taken out and the opening planked 
with six (6) inch Oregon pine, or oak. To accomplish this work will require t,he partial 
removal of all athwartship bulk-he.'lds fore and aft. 

This vessel forward and aft of boilers and engine space is divided into almost innu
merable compartments, adding no strength to the structure, but occupying space that 
could be appropriated to valuable store-room. These removals, therefore, would be of 
importance if the additional planking referred to was not requireil. In place of the 
bulk-heads, forming so many slibdivisions, we would suggest that four snbstantials bulk
heads, six (6) inches in thickness, extending from the skin to the spar-deck, well bolted to· 
beams and skin, and m"de water-tight, be substituted; also good heavy stanchions 
under every beam, well secured. 

In addition to the iron breasthooks now in the vessel, there should be three or four 
heavy wooden hooks, well fastened through and through. The extreme fore end of 
the vessel, from eight (8) to ten (10) feet aft of apron, and from the spar-deck down, 
should be filled in solid with light material and calked. 

The spars, in our opinion, are not well adapted for an extended <'.Iuiae in the Arctic
regions. The lower masts and topmast,.;, including top-gallant masts, are tDO long, and 
not of sufficient diameter; and the yanls too small in the sling. We would t,herefore 
recommend new lower masts, topmasts, and yards. 

The above alterations will cost, it is estimated, about twelve to fifteen thousand dollars 
($12,000) to ($15,000) for labor and material. 

It has been suggested by the commanding officer of the vessel that for the health and 
comfort of the crew in winter she be provided with a house on deck thirty-six (36) feet 
in length and twenty-one (21) feet in width, fitted with sash orde.'ld-lights, and fitted all 
around; the house to be put up in sections, that it may be readily removed and replaced 
when required. Also to the main cabin, or forward end of poop, there should be built 
an entering room, or porch, seven (7) feet high, extending in the whole width, of the 
vessel, with one door, or entrance, and felted all around. That additional shelves in 
chart room and after-cabin be put up. It is also suggested that all exposed iron-work 
throughout the vessel be felted. To comply with these suggestions, which are approved 
by the board, will necessitate an additional expenditure of some twelve hundred dolla,rs 
($1,200). 

RIG<;I'NG, HAILS, ,xc, 

The vessel requires one (''Omplete suit of sails, a complete set of running ri~ging, a 
eaver for poop-dook, five (5) heating stoves, and two hundred (200) to~ anthraCltecoal: 
the estimated cost of which, for labor and material, is five thousand eight hundred and 
sixty-nine dollar w and finy-four cents ($5,869.54). 

ENGINE."_ 

The vessel is furnished with two (2) back-a<:!ting engines with a diameter of cylinder 
of thirty-two (32) inches and length of stroke eigh~en (18) inc~es; has a je~ condenser 
and a two (2) bladed screw of thirteen (13) feet pItch and a dlll;mete~ of nme (9) feet. 
The screw can be hoisted clear of the water. The blades are titted mto the globular 
hub, and can be removed and replMed when necessary. The machinery should be thor
oughlyoverhauled. We recommend an alteration in the gear for raising the screw; the 
present arrangement is faulty in some respects, and can be greatly improved at a small 
expense. Two (2) extra or spare propeller-blades should be furnished. An alteration 
in the lead of the main steam-pipe i., recommended, by which additional hunker space 
can be obtained. 
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BOIL)<RS. 

The boilers have beeu iu use about fourteen years and are worn out. We recommend 
their removal and the substitution of new boilers of diflerent design. The service upon 
which this vessel is to be employed will not require the development of the full power 
<of the engines. It is recommended, therefore, that boilerf! of less. po~er be ~sed, and 
the space thus economized added to the, bunkers. An outhne drawlI!g IS here~th ~ 
mitted, showing an arrangement of bOIlers and bunkers, the adoptiOn of whIch, ill our 
()pinion, would add much to the efficiency of the vessel for the duty to be performed, 
;giving an increase of bunker capacity of forty-seven and one-half (47!) per cent. 

The total cost of new boilers and fittings, and the repairs and alterations necessary, we 
estimate at thirteen thousand dollars ($13,000). 

There are boilers at this navy-yard nearly completed, intended for the U. S. S. Mo
hican, which, although heavier than necessary, could be used to advantage on the Jean
nette. 

The total estimated cost of the foregoing repairs and alterations is forty-two thousand 
five hundred and sixty-nine dollars and fifty-foUl' cents ($42,569.52). 

Respectfully submitted. 

{jommodore E. R. CoLHOUN, U. S. N., 
Commandant Navy-Ym'd, M01'e ls1and. 

Respectfully forwarded. 

A true eopy. 

M. FLETCHER, 
Chief Eng'r U. S. Navy. 

LOUIS KEMPFF, "" 
Comdr. U. S. N. 

GEO. W. MUCH, 
Naval Con8tl'. U. S. N. 

GEO. F. KUTZ, 
Chief Eng'r., U. S. N. 

EDMD. R. COLHOUN, 
Commandant. 

SAM. C. LEMLY, 
Mastel' U. S. Navy g- Judge Adevocate. 

EXHIBIT G. 
MARCH 11th, 1879. 

Commodore E. R. COLHOUN: 

Enclosed herewith you will find memorandum of work to be done on the yacht Jean
ette as required by Lieut. G. W. De Long. 

In doing the work you will please direct that a careful account of the materials nsed 
be kept and charged against that vessel. With regard to the labor required to do the 
work, it will not be included in construction pay-roll; but a proper accolmt of it will be 
kept, to be paicl by the owner of the yacht or his agent. " 

A true copy. 
J. W. EASBY. 

SAM. C. LEMLY, 
Master U. S. Navy g- Judge Adt'Ooare. 

EXHIBIT H. 

Memol'andum of work to be done on the yaoht Jeannette, March 11th, 1879. 

~he v~el will be docked and her bottom, wales, and deck recalked. The deck Qver 
boIle~ WIll be rem~ved for the purpose of taking out old boilers and replaced with new 
plankrng. The budge, water-closets, pump, and side liO"hts will be overhauled and re
Jl~ired. The .diagonal or truss-J;lraces between the lower'" edge of spar-deck clamps and 
bIlge strnkes ill the space occupIed by coal bunkers engine and boilers will be removed' 
also the defective lining over frames and between them. The space between the lowe; 
·edge of spar-deck clamps and upper edge of bilge strnkes in the wake of the boilers en
.gine-room, and coal bunkers will be planked in, part with two (2) strakes of'six (6) 'inch 
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Oregon pine or oak, and in part with 2} inch Oregon pine. There will be two (2) iron 
box beams introduced, one abaft and the other forward of the boilers, to strengthen the 
sides of the vessel in these parts. In addition to the iron breast-hooks now in the vessel 
there will be three or four heavy wooden hooks, well fastened through and through. The 
extreme fore end of the vessel, from eight (8) to ten (10) feet aft of the apron, and from 
the spar-deck down, will be filled in solid with light material and calked. Slight repairs 
to hatches and other work ofminorimportance to be done. Vessel to be painted throughout. 
She will be provided with a house on deck thirty-six: (36). feet in length and twenty-one 
:(21) feet in width, fitted with sash or air ports, and felted all around. The house to be 
put up in sections, that it may be readily removed and replaced when required. Also to 
the main cabin, or forward end of poop, there will be built an entering room, or porch, 
seven (7) feet high, extending in the whole width of the vessel, with one door or entrance, 
and felted all around. Additional shelves in chart-room or after cabin will be put up. 
All exposed iron work throughout the vessel will be felted. 

A true copy. 
SAM. C. LEMLY, 

MaBtel" U. S. lIavy tJ" Judge Advocate 

EXHIBIT 1. 
MARCH 14, 1879. 

The Bureau encloses herewith estimate of cost of material and labor required to make 
the sails required for the Jeannette; also an estimate for sundry fittings of her rigging. 
Please have the sails made and the rigging fitted accordingly as economically as possible. 

You are also authorized to supply that vessel with any other articles of equipment she 
may need from the stock on hand. 

Please keep a separate account of the expenditures for that vesseL 
Very respectfully, 

EARL ENGLISH, 
Chief of BU1·eau. 

Commo. E. R. COLHOUN, 
Comdt. Navy Yard, Mare IBland, Callf01·nia. 

A true copy. 
SAM. C. LEMLY, 

Master U. S. Navy tJ" Judge Advocate. 

EXHIBIT K. 
MA y 16, 1879. 

SIR: You will be pleased to furnish such a quantity of antluacite coal as may be desired 
to fit the Arctic steamer Jeannette for her contemplated cruise. 

Very respectfully, 
EARL ENGLISH, 

Chief of BU1·eau. 
P. S.-A separate account is to be kept of that vessel's outfit. 
To Commodore E. R. COLHOUN, 

t. Navy YaI·d, Mal·e Island, Cal. 

A true copy. 

COLHOUN, Commodore E. R., 

SAM. C. LEMLY, 
Ma8ter U. S. Navy tJ" Judge Advocate. 

EXHIBIT L. 
MARcH 10th, 1879. 

Comdt. Navy Yard, Mare Island, Cal.: 
Proceed with all possible despatch to fit out steamer Jeannette for .sea ~ engine~r~ng 

department (recommendations of Board approved as regards steam-engllleenng). FIlllSh 
two boilers (nearest ready) intended for Mohican with two furnaces each, and place them 

H. Ex. 108-19 
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in the ship using second-hand tubes referred to in your despatch of seventh instant. 
Concentrat~ all force necessary to furnish ship by June first. 

A separate account of labor and material to be carefully kept. 
W. H. SHOCK, 

Ohief of BUI·eau. 

Above order sent in obedience to the verbal directions of the Secretary of the Navy 
this date. 

MARCH 10th, 1879. 

A true copy. 

W. H. SHOCK, 
Chief of BUI·eau. 

SAM. C. LEML Y, 
MaBter U. S. Navy 9" Judge Advocate. 

EXHIBIT M. 

COMMANDANT'S OFFICE, NAVY YARD, 
Mare IBland, Cal., June 6th, 1 

GENTLEMEN: You are hereby appointed a board to carefully exa;mine and report. upon 
the repairs and outfits of the Arctic steamer Jeannette. You WIll please slate if the 
repairs and alterations as recommended in. the survey 1!pon that vessel have been made, 
or if any other work not embraced therem, but cOll:sIdered ne~essary, has beeD: done, 
and if in your opinion she has been, so far ail practIcable, reparred and placed ill con
dition for service in the .Arctic Ocean. 

Please make your report in duplicate. 
Very respectfully, 

Captain P. C. JOHNSON, U. S. N. 
CommanderC. J. McDOUGAL, U. S. N. 
Naval Constr. GEO. W. MUCH, " 
Chf. Engr. GEO. F. KUTZ, U. S. N. 
Chf. Engr. EDW. FARMER, " . 

A true copy. 

EXHIBIT N. 

EDMD. R. COLHOUN, 
Comdt. 

SAM. C. LEMLY, 
MaBter U. S. Nat'Y q- Juilge Adv. 

NAVY-YARD, MARE ISLAND, CALIFORNIA, 
June 26, 1879. 

COMMODORE: In accordance with your order of the 6th instant, hereto annexed, we 
have made a careful examination of the repairs and outfits of the Arctic steamer Jean
nette and respectfully report as follows: 

In regard to the repairs and alterations as recommended in the survey upon that ves
ReI-she has been docked; her bottom outside, and deck recalked; deck over boilers re
newed; anew and wider bridge made; water-closets, pumps, and side-lights overhauled and 
repaired; the diagonal or truss braces for some fifty feet amidships have been removed, as 
also the defective lining over the frame timbers in that locality. The lead of the wheel
ropes was not changed, because the officers of the vessel preferred the present arrangements. 
The necessary repairs were made on hatches and other work of minor importance done. 
The vessel has been painted throughout. For an extended cruise in the Arctic regions it 
was not possible, in our opinion, to make her particularly adapted for such service. To 
strengthen her in the space between the lower edge of spar-deck clamps and upper edge 
ofb~lge strake, in.wake of boilers, engine, and coal bunkers, she was flanked wi~h six 
.(6) illch Oregon pille, well fastened through and through' and in lieu of the four SIX (6) 
inch bulk-heads, as recommended in survey, beams and h~avy truss work, or thwartship 
diagonal bracing, has been substituted. Heavy stanchions under every beam were not 
put in because they were not authorized by the Bureau. In addition to the original iron 
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breast-hooks, and instead of the three or four heavy wooden hooks as recommended by 
survey, it was found after removing the joiner work above the berth deck that hooks of 
the proper shape could not be obtaincd, so pointers a.nd bracing were used instead· but 
the extreme fore-end of the vessel, from eight to ten feet of apron and from the berth 
deck down has been filled in solid, and al.l well bolted through and' through. The spars 
were not changed, as there wa.s no authOrity from the Bureau to do so. The suggestions 
made by the commanding offieer of the vessel have been carried out. She has been pro
vided with a house on deck, fitted to be put up in sections whcn required. Felt has 
been provided for felting such parts of the ship as may be desired by her commandinO" 
officer, The entering room or porch to cabin has not been put up, but material for it ha~ 
been ~upplied as Lieut. De Long preferred to do the work with his own men. 

RIGGING, SAILS, ETC. 

The Jeannette has been provided with one complete suit of sails, a complete set of 
running rigging, a cover for poop-deck, five heating stoves, and 135 tons anthracite coal 
that being all her bunkers would stow. ' 

ENGINES. 

The machinery has been thoroughly overhauled, alterations made in the gear for rais
ing the screw and in the lead of the main stea.m pipe, as recolllmended by survey. 

BOILERS. 

The Board of Survey having condemned the old boilers as being worn out, new boilers 
of different design, less power, but occupying less space, which has been added to the 
bunkers, have heen put into the ship. The boilers aud bunkers have heen arranged very 
nearly as shown in the outline drawing accompanying t.he report of the Board that rec
ommended the changes. Other work has been done not em braced in the recommenda
tion of survey but considered necessary, which consists as follows: A No.4 Sewell and 
Cameron pump has been furnished and connected with hailers, distilling a.pparatus, and 
bilge. A pair of steam-launch engines have heen fitted with gearing drums, etc., for 
hoisting and warping. Four extra propeller blades have heen furnished (the survey rec
ommeuded but two); it having heen deemed advisahle to increa.se the surface and pi tch, 
three hlades were cast from new pattern and one off the old hlade. Two new main 
steam slide-valves have heen put in, it being desired to work the engine more expansively. 
The old valves remain on board a.s extra ones. A new smokepipe has been furnished, 
the old one having heen found not worth repairing. The distilling apparatus has been 
removed from forward and placed in the engine-room, and the proper connections made. 
The proper number of pieces of spa.re machinery an~ on hoard ship; the tools, outfits, and 
stores are good in quantity and quality, with the exception of the oil, which is of in
ferior quality, but there is no other kind in store. Whatever was required in the way 
of outfits and stores has been supplied by the different departments, so far as the stock 
on haud would admit. The commanding officer proposes to furnish in San Francisco 
whatever else he may require. 

In our opinion the vessel should carry more driuking water, as she has but one tank 
of about 400 gallons; but Lieutenant De Long is of the opinion that with the distill
ing apparatus the one tank is sufficient, that being all she carried on her trip out here, 
and as her stowage room is contracted. 

In order to complete our examinat.ion a steam trial was made after she had received her 
coal, stores, and provisions. The fires were lighted at 9. fl5 a. m. and steam found at 11. 45 
a. m. At 2.05 p. m. started engines ahead. Up to this time 2,6001bs. of coal had been 
put into the furnaces. Steamed down Mare Island Straits into San Pablo against a fresh 
breeze and a strong tide a,eraging 58 revolutions per minute. The speed of vessel, as 
shown by log was H knots, the screw showing a slip of 43} per cent. Upon the return, 
with wind aft and tide favorable, the log showed 5} knots, engines making 60 revolu
tions per minute. The boilers steamed freely, and no difficulty was experienced in 
holding the steam pressure for 58 and 60 revolutions. The coal used was very har~ an
thracite, of inferior quality, containing considerable slate. The firemen were entIrely 
inexperienced, having but recently shipped as coal-heavers. The run was not of suffi
cient duration to necessitate blowing the hoilers (the engines have a jet condenser) nor 
to clean fires. The engines were stopped 5.22 p. m. During the time they wer~ in 
operation 1,000 lbs. of coal were put iu the furnaces. This trial was not of suffiCIent 
length to enable the Board to determine the consumption of fuel, nor cost of horse
power, but sufficient to show the satisfactory working of the engines and eva:p?ration 
efficiency of the boilers. The vacuum in condensor varied from 25~ inches to 23:[ wches; 
there were several leaks noticeable, which, when made tight, will give an improved 
vacuum. We are of the opinion that the excessive slip of the screw is attributable to 
the great draught of the vessel, the diameter and area of the screw being at present dis
proportionate to the di~placement or immersed section. The drag of the propeller-well 
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was apparent the water being thrown against, and a current ~et in motion to the stem
port. The slip of the screw will be diminished as the vessel lIghtens. We would state 
in this connection that the dimensions of the propeller-well prevent the use of a screw 
with greater surface. . . " 

So fit! as practicable, we are of the OpInIOn that she has been repaIred, and placed III 
condition for service in the Arctic Ocean. 

Very respectfillly submitted. 
P. C. JOHNSON, Captain U. S. N. . 
CHAB. J. McDOUGAL, Commander U. S. N. 
GEO. W. MUCH, Naval Canst., U. S. No . 
GEO. F. KUTZ, Chief Engr. U. S. N. 
EDWARD FARMER, Chief Engr. U. S. N. 

Commodore E. R. COLHOUN, U. S. N., 
Commandant Navy Yard, Mal'e I8land. 

Approved June 28, 1879. 

A true copy. 

COMMANDANT'S OFFICE, 
Navy Yard, Mm'e I8land, California. 

EXHIBIT O. 

EDMUND R. COLHOUN, 
Com·mandant. 

SAM. C. LEMLY, 
Mastel' U. S. N. <f J1£dge Advocate. 

NAVY DEPARTMENT, 
Wa8hington, 18th June, 1879. 

SIR: The act of Congress in aid of a polar expedition, designed by James Gordon Ben-
nett, approved March 18th, 1878, ,"nacts that- . 

"Whereas James Gordon Bennett, a citizen of the United States, has purchased in 
Great Britain a vessel supposed to be specially adapted to Arctic expeditions, and pro
poses, at his own cost, to fit out and man said vessel, and to devote her to efforts to solve 
the polar problem; and 

"Whereas it is deemed advisable that said vessel, while so engaged, shall carry the 
American flag, and be officered by American naval officers: Therefore, 

" Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Treasury be authorized to issue an Ameri
can register to said vessel by the name of Jeannette, and that the President of the United 
States be authorized to detail, with their own consent, commissioned, warrant, and petty 
officers of the Navy, not to exceed ten in number, to act as officers of said vessel during 
her first voyage to the Arctic seas: Provided, however, That such detail shall be made af 
such officers only as the President is satisfied can be absent from their regular duties 
without detriment to the public service." 

The act authorising the Secretary of the Navy to accept for the purposes of a voyage 
of exploration by the way of Behring's Straits the ship Jeannette, tendered by James 
Gordon\Bennett for the Plll'Pose, approved February 27th, 1879, provides that" the Secre
tary of the Navy be, and he is hereby, authorized to accept and take charge of, for the 
use ofa North Polar expedition, by way of Behring's Straits, the ship Jeannette, owned 
by James Gordon Bennett, and by him devoted to this purpose; that he may use in fitting 
her for her voyage of exploration any material he may have on hand proper for the pur
poses of an Arctic voyage; and that he is further authorized to enlist the necessary crew· 
for the said vessel, for special service, their pay to be temporarily met from the pay of the 
Navy, and to be paid or refunded by James Gordon Bennett to the Navy Department 
under the order of the Secretary of the Navy, and as he may require; the vessel to pro
ceed on her voyage of exploration under the orders and instrnctions of the Navy Depart
ment; that the men so specially enlisted as above shall be subject in all respects to the 
Articles of War and Navy RegUlations and discip1ine; and that all parts of the act ap
proved March the eighteenth, eighteen hundred and seventy-eight, inconsistent with the 
above be, and they are hereby, repealed: Provided, That the Government of the United 
States shall not be held liable for any expenditure incurred or to be incurred on account 
of said exploration." 

Under the authority conferred by these acts of Congress, the Jeannette has been ac
cepted, fitted out, officered, and manned under the orders of this Department, and you 
have been ordered to the command of the voyage of exploration. 

As soon as the Jeannette, under your commaud, is in all respects ready for sea, you 
will proceed with her to Behring's Straits to execute the important and hazardous service 
entrusted to you. In the execution of this service the Department must leave the details 
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to your experience, discretion, and judgment. It ha.s full confidence in your ability in 
all matters connected with the safety and discipline of the ship the health and comfort 
of the officers and crew, and the faithful prosecution of the obj~ct of the voyag8l! 

On :ell?hing Beh:ing's St?its you will ~ake diligent inquiry at such points where you 
deem It likely that mformatlOn can be obtamed concerning the fate of Professor Nordens
!\iold, a.s the Department ha.s been unable to have positive confirmation of the reports of 
his safety. If you have good and sufficient rea.sona for believing that he is safe you will 
proceed o~ your v?yage tow~rds the N orth ~ol~. If otherwise, you will pu~sue such 
course a.s m your Judgment 18 necessary for hIS ald and relief. 

You will, as opportunity offers, advise the Department of your whereabouts and of 
such matters of interest connected with the voyage as you may desire to comm~nicate. 

Wishing you a prosperous voyage, and commending you, the officers and crew and the 
object of your expedition, to the protecting care of Almighty God,' , 

I am, very respectfully, yours, 
R. W. THOMPSON 

Secretary of the Navy. 
Lieutenant GEORGE W. DE LONG, 

United.State8 Na'vy, commanding voyage of exploratlon, by way of Behring'8 Straits, 
U. S. S. Jeannette, Navy Ym'd, Mare Island, California. 

A true copy. 

EXHIBIT P. 

SAM. C. LEMLY, 
Masiel' U. S. Navy, Judge Advocate. 

ARCTIC STEAMER JEANNETTE, 
San Franci8co, Calijo1'nia, July 8th, 1879. 

Hon. R. W. THOMPSON, Secretary of the Navy: 
SIR: I have the honor to inform you that the Jeanette, being in all respects ready for 

sea, will sail at three o'clock this afternoon on her cruise to the Arctic regions. 
Upon the receipt of the Department's telegram of June 27th informing me that no 

naval vessel could be detailed to carry provisions and coal for our use, I chartered the 
Schooner Fanny A. Hyde, Captain Jesperson, loaded her with such of our provisions as 
were not already embarked in the Jeanette, and one hundred tons anthracite coal, re
ceived at the Mare Island navy-yard. This schooner will sail to-day for St. Michael's 
Alaska, with orders to await our arrival there, and in case of our not arriving within 
fifteen days of her reaching that port to deposit the provisions and coal in the store
houses of the Almlka Commercial Company, for our possible subsequent use. 

I have also the honor to acknowledge the receipt of' your orders of the 18th June in 
relation to the movements of' the Arctic expedition under my command; and while I 
appreciate the grave responsibilities entrusted to my care, I beg leave to assure you that 
I will endeavor to perform this important duty in a manner calculated to reflect credit 
upon the ship, the Navy, and the country at large. 

I beg leave to return thanks for the confidence expressed in my ability to satisfactorily 
conduct such a hazardous expedition, and I desire to place upon record my conviction 
that nothing has been left unprovided which the enterprise and liberality of Mr. James 
Gordon Bennett and the experiences of our Arctic predecessors could suggest. 

In carrying out that portion of my instructions which pertains to the search for tidings 
of Professor Nordenskjold, I have to state in brief my proposed plan of operations. 

Sailing from San Francisco, I shall proceed with all despatch to the Isla;nd of O.un~
lashka, whence after coaling, I shall proceed to the Island of St. Paul's, m Behrmg's 
Sea. From this point I shall continue on to St. Michael's, in Alaska. At this point 
some tidings may be had (if intercourse has been maintained during the past winter with 
the tribes of Northea.stern Siberia) of Professor Nordenskjold and his party. Should 
nothing, however, be known in that respect, after receiving on board the pro,:isio~s a~d 
~oal carried up by the Fanny A. Hyde, I shall proceed to St. Lawrence Bal, m Sibena, 
lD further quest. If Professor Nordenskjold is, as was reported, in the neIghborhood of 
~ast Cape, something must have been heard of himby the native tribes, or bythe.Amer
lean whalers which cruise in that neighborhood. Should nothing be learned, I WIll pro
ceed through Behring Straits, and, skirting the coast of' Siberia, continue as far to the 
westward a.~ the circUlnstances of navigation will permit. I will send to the Depart
ment at every opportunity detailed accounts of our progress and whatever information 
may be collected. 
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I would also acknowledge the receipt of the letters issued by the Imperial Russian 
Ministry of the Interior to the Siberian authoritie~, and I am con!ident that they will 
secure us the aBsistance and co-operation of all subjects of the RussIan Government. 

I 'have the honor to be sir very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
, , GEOHGE W. DE LONG, 

Lieutenant United States Navy, Commanding Al"ctic Steanwl' Jeannette. 

A true copy. 
SAM. C. LEMLY, 

Mastel" U. S. Navy <t Jl~dge Advocate. 

EXHIBIT R. 
LONDON, J'ltne 2, 1878. 

My DEAR MR. DANENHOWER: Your letter of May 23d reached me yesterday. I also 
received a telegram from you the day before to the effect that you wished to go to San 
Francisco in the Jeannette, and requesting an answer. This I cannot give you imme
diately, as I have written to Mr. Bennett on the subject and shall await his answer. 
When Mr. Bennett spoke to me about you, and showed me the letter which General 
Grant had written, I was only too glad to have associated with me in an arduous under
taking a gentleman so worthy as yourself, and I so expressed myself. I should have been 
very glad to have known of your wishes several months earlier, and have secured your 
assistance in the repair and fitting out of the vessel which are now, however, quite com
plete. I expect to sail from here in four days for Havre, from which place I shall sail 
on June 25th for San Francisco direct. It is our intention to attack the Polar regions 
by way of Behring's Strait, and if our efforts are not crowned with success we shall 
have made an attempt in a new direction and examined a hitherto unknown country, 
viz, Kellett Land. The vessel which we have selected and purchased was originally 
Her Britanic Majesty's ship Pandora, and which was sold in 1872 to Sir Allen Young, 
from whom Mr. Bennet bought her in January last. 'Ve have changed her name to 
.T eannette, and have had her thoroughly repaired and put in shape. She is of 420 tons 
(builder's tonnage), 142 feet long, 25 feet beam, and draws, when loaded with complete 
Arctic outfit, about 13 feet; barque rigged, rolling topsails, and trices up her screw. 
Stelms or sails about 6 knots, and is a ne~t, tidy little ship. 

The expedition will leave San Francisco in June, 1879, and will number, all told, 33 
persons. There will be but 3 line officers, Lieut. Chipp, yoursclf, and myself; and, 
with a surgeon, naturalist, photographer, engineer, and one other person yet undeter
mined, will constitute the officers' part, while the remaining 25 will be shipped men. 

It is very difficult for me to tell you more, though in conversation I might go on for an 
hour. I have s11ipped a crew of two mates, carpenter, engineers, & others, in all 18 
men to work the ship to San Francisco, where I hope to arrive before ChristmaB, at 
which time I shall commence to gather together my people and outfit. 

There is really no occasion for your making any move until your cruise is up in Jan
uary. There is really nothing to do now that the ship is repaired and about to start, 
and you would only be drifting around without an object. Were you to get your de
tachment now, I would suggest to your consideration the study of anything you can get 
on the subject of Arctic exploration, and particularly magnetism and the use of the pen
dulum in gravity experiments, together with astronomical observations of planets and 
stars. 

Though there is nothing strictly private in this letter, there is no occasion to read it 
at general mu~ter nor cOI?Y it in t~e log-book. vVe wish to make no splurge and no 
show, no boastmg or promlses to achIeve wonders. We have plenty of hard work ahead 
o~ us, and no romance; and while we may be gone three years, we may be gone for eter
mty. 

My address until June 25 is in care U. S. consul, Havre, France. 
Give my best regards to Caldwell, and believe me, 

Very truly, yours, 

A true copy. 

GEORGE W. DE LONG. 

RAM. C. LEMLY, 
Master U. S. Navy 9" Judge Advocate. 
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EXHIBIT W. 

TUNGUS YILLAGE, LENA RIVER, 
Octo be!' 29th, 1881. 

SIR: I would respectfully call your attention to the written order of Lieutenant Geo. 
W. De Long, comd'g Arctic steamer Jeannette, dated· Au"ust 5 1881 (a copy of which 
is hereby attached), by virtue of which you are hereby ~rdered to take charge of the 
party of nine (9) enlisted men which is now at this place, and proceed to Belun as soon 
as you can obtain transportation. 

Yery respectfully, 

To JNO. W. DANENHOWER, 
Maste!' U. S. Navy. 

A true copy. 

GEO. W. MELYILLE, 
P. A. Eng!". U. S. N. 

SAM. C. LEMLY, 
U. S. N. tf Judge Advooate. 

Ordered received Oct. 29th, '81, from Geo. W. Melville, P. A. Engineer U. S. N. 

1 inclosure. 

EXHIBIT X. 

JNO. W. DANENHOWER, 
Master U. S. No 

U. S. ARCTIC EXPEDITION, CAPE EMMA, BENNETT ISLAND, 
Lat. 760 38' N., Long. 1480 20' E., August 5th, 1881. 

P. A. Eng. GEORGE W. MELVILLE, U. S. Navy: 
SIR: We shall leave this island to-morrow, steering a course (over the ice or through 

the water as the case may be) south (magnetic). In the event of our embarking at any 
time, in our boats, after the start, you are hereby ordered to take command of the whale
boat until such time as I relieve you from that duty or assign you to some other. Every 
person under my command at this time who may be embarked in that boat at anytime 
is under your charge and subject to your orders, and you are to exercise all care and 
diligence for their preservation and the safety of the boat. You will under all circum
stances keep close to the boat in which I shall embark; but if, unfortunately, we be
come separated you will make the best of your way south, until you make the coast of 
Siberia and follow it along to the westward as far as the Lena River. This river is the 
destination of our party, and without delay you will in case of separation ascend the 
Lena to a Russian settlement, from which you can communicate or be forwarded with 
your party to some place of security and easy access. If the boat in which I am em
barked is separated from the two other boats, you will at once place yourself under the 
orders of Lieut. C. W. Chipp, and so long as you remain in his company obey such or
ders as he may give you. 

Yery respectfully, 

The above is a true copy. 

GEO. W. DE LONG, 
Lieutenant U. S. N. Comd'g AI'ctic Expedition. 

GEO. W. MELYILLE, 
P. LI.. Engl'. U. S. N. 

Compared with original. in possession of Chief Engineer Melville. A true copy. 
. SAM. C. LEMLY, 

Maste!" U. S. Navy 4' Judge Advocate. 

EXHIBIT Y. 
BOLOEUGA, Nov. 4th. 

Lieut. DANENHOWER: Your note received by hand of Bartlett; courier brought com
mandant's note to the priest. I leave this a. m. to go search for the 1st cutter party. 
I meet the commandant at Comork Surk, who supplies teams for the journey. Am to 
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have 1 Russian, 1 Yakut or Tungoose,as guides. I have a pretty good cha~ to search 
for the missing. If time and weather permits I will go to North coast for ShIp'S papers, 
chronometer, &c. I may be gone a month; fear not for my safety; I will see that the 
natives take care of me. 

As soon as you arrive at Boloeuga get the commandant to clothe the men for our jour
ney to Yakutz and as soon as possible after due preparation get the commandant to for
ward you and dll of our people to Yakutz, where I have no doubt General Tchernieff will see . 
you through. I will rejoin you at Yakutz as soon as possible. I directed the telegrams 
from the U. S. and London to catch me at Yakutz. It would be well to collect our bills 
as you go along, so as to pay our score as soon as money arrives. I find moneywou~dbe 
very useful at Boloeuga. See that Eh Pheme gets his shirt. Good sense and sound Judg
ment will see you through. 

Yours, faithfully, 
GEO. W. MELVILLE. 

I sent telegrams to minister, to Secretary of Navy, and to 43 Fleet st;, London. Slight 
modification of originals, adding the 1st cutters & 2 men, the others missing,search 
being made, and to be continued until found. Nindemann or N oros can repeat the tele
gram to you, I have no copy. I did not say anyone was dead, but there was danger of 
starvation. 

Yours, &c., 

A true copy. 

G.W. M. 

SAM. C. LEMLY, 
Master U. S. Navy and Judge Advocate. 

EXHIBIT Z. 

Master JNO. W. DANENHOWER, 
U. S. Navy, Yakutz, Siberia: 

YAKUTZ, SIBERIA, 
January 8, 18B2. 

SIR: You are hereby ordered to take charge of a party of eight (8) enlisted men, viz: 
L. P. Noros (sea), John Cole (sea), Herbert Leach (sea), Chas. Manson (sea), HenryWil
son (sea), R. L. Newcomb (sea, for special service), John Lauterbach (C. H.), Chas. Tong 
Sing (steward); also Aniguin (Indian), and will proceed to Irkutsk, and thence to the 
Atlantic sea-board. 

You will take especial care of seaman John Cole, who is at present suffering from 
mental aberration. You will from time to time communicate your progress to the Hon. 
Secretary of the Navy as your judgment may dictate, and on your arrival at an Atlan
tic port, or prior to that time, will doubtless receive instructions from him. 

You will take charge of the following-named articles, recovered by me from the effects 
of the party of Lieutenant George W. De Long, U. S. N., and will deliver them to the 
Hon. Secretary of the Navy on your arrival in the United States, viz: 4 log-books of the 
U. S: Arc~ic steamer Jeanne~te; 4 reco:ds of Lieut. De Long's party; 1 Winchester rifle. 
(malll-sprlllg broken); 1 Wlllchester rifle (stock broken); 1 box containing specimens 
from Bennett Island; 1 box containing sextant; 1 Nautical Almanac' 1 table logarithms' 
1 lunar distance; 1 surgical case; 1 binocular; 1 artificial horizon; 1 box chronometer. ' 

Very respectfully, . 
. GEO. W. MELVILLE, 

P. A. Engl'., U. S. Navy, Comd'g 8hipwrecked party U. S. Arctic StearneJ' Jeannette. 

A true copy. 

Received, January 8tb, 1882. 

SAM. C. LEMLY, 
Master U. S. Navy tJ' Judge Advocate. 

JNO. W. DANENHOWER, 
. Master U. S. N. 
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EXHIBIT A A. 

Lieutenant JOHN W. DANENHOWER, 
. U. S. Navy, present: 

NIZHNENDINSK, SIBERIA, 
March 22, 1882. 

SIR: Having received instructism: from the ~on .. Secretary of the Navy to take five 
men, now under your c0!llmand, WIth me to assIst ~n the search for the missing officers 
and m~n of the late ~rctlC steame: Jeannette, I desIre to have them join me as quickly 
as posslble. Y~u WIll theref?re ~lrec~ the following men, now in Krasnajarsk, Siberia, 
to report to me m Irkutsk, SIbena, wlthout delay: Herbert Leach (sea), Henry Wilson 
(sea), Frank E. Manson (sea), J?hn Lauterbach (fireman), and Aniguin (hunter.) Three 
hundred (300) roubles (paper) IS herewith supplied for their transportation to Irkutsk. 

Very respectfully, 

A true copy. 

GILES B. HARBER, 
Lieut. U. S. Navy. 

SAM. C. LEMLY, 
Master U. S. Navy g- Judge Advocate 

EXHIBIT B B. 
NISHNENDINSK, SIBERIA, 

March 21st, 1882. 
Receive~ from Lieut. Danenhower, U. S. N., the following: One box chronometer, 

one pro bmocular glasses, one sextant, one artificial horizon, one Nautical Almanac 
Q881), one Chauvenet's lunar dist., one table logarithms, one surgical box, two tour
mquets. 

A true copy. 

G. B. HARBER, 
Lieut. U. S. N. 

SAM. C. LEMLY, 
Ma8ter U. S. Navy g- Judge Advocate. 

EXHIBIT C C. 

ARCTIC STEAMER JEANNETTE, 
Ounalashka i8land, Aug. 4, 1879. 

Hon. R. W. THOMPSON, 
Secretary of the Navy, Wa8hington, D. C.: 

SIR: I have the honor to report the arrival on the 2d inst. at this place of the ship 
under my command, and the continued good health of the officers and crew I found 
at anchor here the United States revenue steamer Rush, the steamer St. Paul, and the 
schooner St. George, the last two named belonging to the Alaska Commercial Company, 
of San Francisco. This letter is carried to San Francisco by the said steamer St. Paul. 
I learned upon arrival of the wreck of the brig Timandra, belonging to J. C. MeITill & 
Co., of San Francisco, on Nounivak Island, about four hundred and twenty miles to the 
northward of this place. The second mate and three seamen of said brig reached here 
on the 30th July, bringing tidings of the disaster occurring to that vessel on May 25th. 
The vessel they report as being a total wreck, although no lives were lost and the cargo 
nearly all saved. The crew built a boat from a portion of the wreck, eighteen feet in 
length, six feet in beam, and partly decked over, and the four men above mentioned, 
having volunteered to come here in search of assistance, left Nounivak on Saturday, the 
26th July, and reached here at 1 p. m. on the 30th. The revenue cutter Rush sailed 
to-day at 11 a. m. to rescue and remove the balance of the crew, eight in number. The 
steamship' St. Paul arrived from St. Paul's Island at 11 a. m. on August 1st, bringing 
with her the entire collection of. furs from the seal islands and the northern settlements, 
numbering about one hundred thousand skins, and will leave here to-morrow morning 
at daylight for San Francisco direct. -

The revenue cutter Rush during her visit to St. Michael's and her cruise to the north
ward passed through Behring Straits to some twenty miles to the northward and eastward 
of East Cape, in Siberia, without having encountered any ice whatever. Supposing that 



298 LOSS OF THE STEAMER JEANNETTE. 

Professor Nordenskjold had already passed south, no communication was had by the 
Rnsh with St. Lawrence Bay. No communication from St. Lawrence Bay had been re
ceived at St. Michael's at the date of the sailing of the Rnsh on the 23rd July, and 
consequently there was no knowledge of the safety or movements of Professor N ordensk
jold's party. It was my intention originally, as communicated to you in my letter of 
July 8th, to stop at St. Paul's Island after leaving this place, but as the fur clothing 
which I was to have received at that place can be furnished here I have concluded to pro
ceed directly to St. Michael's, in Alaska, leaving here on Wednesday morning, the 6th 
August. From all the intelligence received from the northward it appears that the last 
winter has been an exceptionably mild one and that no obstruction to navigation in the shape 
of ice has been encountered. I can but deplore that the necessity of loading this ship so 
deeply at San Francisco has made our progress thus far so slow, owing also to head winds 
and swell, as to make it doubtful whetherwe shall be able or not to profi t by the open water 
in the Arctic Sea in our efforts to gain a high latitude this season. If upon our arrival 
at St. Michael's nothing has been heard of the party under the command of Professor 
Nordenskjold I shall proceed to St. Lawrence Bay, in Siberia, to obtain tidings of them, 
and shall proceed subsequently in accordance with the general plan delineated in my let
ter of July 8th. We have been made the recipients of the most unbounded courtesy and 
IlSsistance of the AIllSka Commercial Company, through its agent at this place. The 
coal belonging to the Navy Department, and of whichthere WIlS originally I believe some 
seven or eight hundred tons, hIlS become reduced by the requisitions of the revenue cut
ter to about eighty tons, which, owing to exposure and spontaneous combustion, has be
come of indifferent value. The commanding officer of the Rush having expressed to me 
his desire to have the remaining quantity reserved for his use in proceeding to San Fran
cisco in the coming fall, I have accepted the offer of the Alaska Commercial Company to 
furnish one hundred and fifty tons bituminous coal for the use of the expedition. This 
matter will form the subject of a private arrangement between Mr. James Gordon Ben
nett and the Alaska Commercial Company, and has no relation to an official transaction. 
We have also been furnished with fur garments and twelve thousand pounds of dried fish 
for dog food, both of which have been sent here by the Alaska Commercial Company for 
our use from Kodiak. The balance of our clothing, forty dogs, more dog food, sledges, 
and dog-drivers will be furnished at St. Michael's. 

I would respectfully call your attention to the fact that the charts of this region are 
very meager. The most reliable is one published by the Imperial Russian Hydrographic 
Office, in 1849, which chart was furnished me in San Francisco. The prevalence of fogs 
and th., rapidity and uncertainty of prevailing tides makes an approach to any of the 
passes between the Aleutian Islands hazardous in the extreme. 

Yery respectfully, 

A true copy. 

GEO. W. DE LONG, 
Lieutenant United StateB Navy, Comd'g Arctic Expedition. 

SAM. C. LEMLY, 
Ma8tel' U. S. Navy ~ Judge Advocate. 

EXHIBIT D D. 

ARCTIC STEAMER JEANNETTE, 
St. Lawrence Bay, Sibe1'ia, AuguBt 26, 1879. 

Hon. R. W. THOMPSON, 
Se~'Tetary of the Navy, Wa8hington, D. C. : 

SIR: I have the honor to report the arrival of this vessel at this place yesterday after
noon, and the contin.ued g?od. health of the officers an~ men under my comman~. 

We reached St. MIchael sl III A~aska, on the 12th mst., after a passage of SIX days 
from Ounalaska. At St. MlChael s we were forced to await the arrival of the schooner 
Fanny A. Hyde, which vessel had been chartered by me to carry some provisions and 
o~e hundred tons of coal from Mare Island. She arrived on the 18th, and having re
?eIved on ~oard all the stores we could carry, we sailed from St. Michael's on the 21st 
~nst. for th.lS place, en?01:mtering a gal~ from t~e north of thirty hours' duration, oblig
l~g. us to h? to and dnftmg us about eIghty mIles to the' southward and westward. No 
tIdmgs haVlng been received at St. Michael's concerning Professor N ordenskj old I ordered 
the schooner Fanny A .. Hyde to followys to this place, in order that I might be enabled 
to send back ~o the U mted States any lllformation obtainable of the Swedish expedition. 
l!pon ?ur arnval here I. comnmni?ated ,:,ith ~he natives,. an~ saw a chief who says that 
last wmter he saw a ShIp frozen III Kohutchm Bay, whIch IS about one hUndred and 
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fifty m~les from East Cape; and .(though it is exceedingly difficult to get satisfactory in
formatIOn from these people, owmg to our ignorance of their language and their slight 
acquaintance with ours) I understood him to say he had ""one on board of her at that 
time. At all events ~e is quite positiv~ th"t three months"'ago that same ship anchored 
ojft~e entrance to thIS ba:y, and he agam boarded her during the twenty-four hours she 
~e~~~ned here. He desCl:lbes her. as a steamer sJ?1aller than the Jeannette; the "cap
tam was an old ma~, wIth a whl~e beM"d, and dId not speak English; there were two 
·officers on board who dId speak EngllSh. There was one officer on board named" Horpish " 
(Lieutenant Nordquish, Russian Navy?) who was a Russian and spoke the Tchouktchi 
language like a native; that there were twenty-five people ~11 told on board· that she 
was a Swiss (Swedish?) ship, and the officers said they wer~ going h~me. I showed the 
chief a chart, which he seemed to thoroughly understand, pointing out East Cape and 
Koliutchin Bay without hesitation, and also the Diomede Islands. He said the ship 
steamed away from here to go to the Diomede Islands, and thence home by way of the 
Kamtschatka coast; that the officers on board had no fur clothing nor had the crew; and 
that whenever they came on deck they shivered with the cold. He was positive the 
vessel was no trader, aud that she was the same one he had seen during the winter in 
Koliutchin Bay. Repeated attempts at inquiry could bring nothing further, and each 
time the same story was told. 

It would seem from this that Professor Nordenskjiild has passed through Behr.ing's 
Strait, bound south. But if it is three months since he left here, he should have reached 
civilization in time for the telegraph to have transmitted the news of his arrival previous 
to our departure from San Francisco, on the 8th July. It may have happened that 
Professor Nordenskjiild having no coal to spare has had to sail nearly all the distance 
from here, in which case he might not have reached Japan in time for news of his arrival 
to reach the United States before we sailed. 

I have decided to proceed from here on the 28th inst., to Cape Serdze Kamen, at which 
place Nordenskjiild is last officially heard from (according to the letter from the Hon. 
Wm. M. Evarts, addressed to you under date of June 13th, 1879, and of which letter 
you have furnished me a copy). If he was at that place in May I will learn of it from 
the natives at that place, and shape my action accordingly. If he left there in good 
condition I shall assume the story told me here to be correct, and shall proceed toward 
Wrongel Land; and if I learn nothing shall proceed to Koliutchin Bay, where he is said 
to have passed the winter. I cannot say how much longer the Arctic will remain navi
gable even in this low latitude. The general experience of whalers in these waters has 
been that some good weather is experienced in September, and if we have it t,his year 
we shall do our best to make the most of it. I still have hopes of Teaching Wrangel 
Land before going into winter quarters; but if we fail in so doing we may have to winter 
in Siberia and risk everything in a dash next spring and summer. 

The officers and men seem animated with the same zeal and enthusiasm as ever, and 
are determined to acquit themselves of the task committed to their care in a manner to 
bring no reproach to their profession and professional brethren. 

Very respectfuily, 

EXHIBIT E E. 

GEORGE W. DE LONG, 
Lieutenant U. S. N., Commanding. 

ARCTIC STEAMER JEANNETTE, 
18t Ootober, 1879. 

SIR: The following has been the routine since the 6th September: 
From 6th to 21st September, inclusive, 4 a. m., call ship's cook; 6 a. m., all han<1~ 

coffee; 6.30 a. m., turn to, clean deck, wash clothes, break ice in fire-hold, and execute 
morning orders; 7.30 a. m., one watch, breakfast; 8 a. m.) other watch, bTeakfas~; 8.30 
a. m. turn to all hands on deck when there was any partICular work to be done; If not, 
one ~atch only; 10 a. m., forecastle reported ready for inspection. During foreno?n the 
watch provided the ice or snow for making water, and attendec1 to work a~out ShIP; 12 
m., watch below, dinner; 12.30 p. m., relieve watches and other watch to dmner; 11.30, 
soundings, water temperature every 15 hrs., sea deJ?-sity; 11.45, put ov~r dr~dge;' 1 p. 
m., turn to and go ahead with any work; all hands, If necessary, otherWIse WIth wa~h; 
4 p. m., haul up dredge, relieve watch; 5.30 p. m., watch below, supper; 6 p. m., relIeve 
watches, other watch supper. From 6 to 8 p. m. watch on deck, peal vegetables, and 
collect all buckets and put them on quarter deck, near fire-hole. At 8 p. m. galley 
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fires out, boatswain and carpenter report, set anchor watch of one man, watch lasting 
two hOurE. At 9 p. m. put out forecastle lam.p. . 

From 22nd to 30th.September, inclusive, the rou~ine has bee~ the same, wIth the ex
ceptions that all hands were called at 7 a. m., the ShIp'S cook bemgcalledat 5 a .. m. One 
watch did the morning work. The galley fires put out at 6.30, or as soon as cabmsupper 
was served and that the boatswain and carpenter reported their departments at 7 p. m. 
Since the 22nd two men have been standing deck watch, so that the night anchor watches 
have been divided among nine men. 

Very respectfully, 
CHAS. W. CHIPP, 

Lieut. q- Exec. Officer. 
Lieut. GEORGE W. DE LONG, U. S. N., 

Commanding Al'ctic Steamer Jeannette. 

A true copy. 
SAM. C. LEMLY, 

Master U. S. Navy 9' Judge Advocate. 

EXHIBIT F F. 

ARCTIC STEAMER JEANNETTE, 
Beset and drifting in the pack ice, 
Lat. N. 73° 34', long. 177° 27' E. 

JUNE 17TH, 1880. 
The 1st and 2nd cutters, 1st and 2nd whale-boats are each provided with the following 

articles of equipment, and the same are kept stowed in the said boats: 1 set masts and 
spars, 1 set sails, 1 set oars, 1 set spare oars for one thwart, 3 boat-hooks, 1 set boarding 
pikes, 3 in each cutter, 4 each whale-boat; 1 bucket, 1 water breaker, 1 hand grapnel, 
1 anchor, 15 fms. rope for anchor, 1 painter, 1 small tackle, 1 handsaw, 1 bunch walrus' 
hide, 1 boat box containing 2 snow knives, 1 hatchet, 1 dipper, 1 marline-spike, 1 can
opener, 2 square feet sheet lead, 2 lbs. nails, 1 box tacks, 1 lb. marline, 2 yds. canvas 
(sewed around the box), 2 balls cotton twine, 2 skeins twine, 3 sail needles, 1 palm, 1 
piece wax, 1 lb. tallow, 2 fishing lines, 1 doz. fish-hooks, 3 candles, 1 paper harness 
needles, 2 spools linen thread, 2 tins table salt, 100 wind matches, 1 pckge. common 
matches, 1 tinder box flint and steel, 40 rounds rifle ammunition, 1 monkey-wrench (in 
1st cutter only). . 

A true copy. 
SAM. C. LEMLY 

Mastel' U. S. Navy" Judge Advocate. 

EXHIBIT G G. 

FIRE BILL FOR THE WINTER 1880-1881. 

In case of fire on board ship, the man on watch will at once call the captain and ex
ecutive officer, and then, if ordered, ring the fire alarm. Each officer and man will at 
once go to his station, as follows, viz: 

The executive officer will proceed to the locality of the fire. 
The chief engineer will collect the pocket chronometers, instrument box, log-books, 

rifles, and ammunition in the cabin ready to be passed on the ice. 
The surgeon will remove to a place of safety inflammable medicines, have medicine 

chest ready for removal, and remove the helpless sick to a place of safety. 
Mr. Collins will collect the ship's books and papers ready for removal, and then assist 

the surgeon with the sick . 
. Mr. Newcomb will remove to a place of safety any dangerous inflammable material in 

his charge, and then assist the surgeon with the sick. 
Mr. Dunbar will get the fire extinguisher from the cabin and proceed to the locality 

of the fire. 
Nos. 19 and 20 will remove sled stores to the ice and then report to the chief engineer. 
Messrs. Cole and Nindemann will each get an axe and proceed to the locality of the 

fire. 
Mr. Sweetman will see hatches covered in the neighborhood of the fire and then re-

port to the executive officer. ' 
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Alexy a~d Aniguin will collect the dog harnesses, and then assist to pass water. 
No.1 will get the keys of store-rooms and magazine and report to executive officer. 
The rest of the ship's company will draw and paBs water, forming a line from the fire 

hole to the fire in the following' order, viz: Nos. 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14, 16 18 17 15 13 
11, 9, 7, 5, 3. ' , , , , 
If ordered to pass provisions and stores out of the ship, either on account of fire or the 

ship being in danger from ice pressure, each officer and man will bring his knapsack on 
deck and proceed to his station as follows: 

The executive officer will take the deck. 
The chief engineer will collect the pocket chronometers, instrument-box, log-books 

rilies, and ammunition; and, assisted by Nos. 19 and 20, will pass them out of the ship; 
and then superintend the removal of stores, etc., from alongside to a place of safety on 
the ice. 

The surgeon will remove to the ice the helpless sick and the medicine chest. 
Mr. Newcomb will assist the surgeon. . 
Mr. Collins will remove the ship's books and papers to the ice, and then assist the sur

geon with the sick. 
Mr. Dunbar, with Sweetman and Nindemann, will pass the sleds that are on top of the 

deck-house to the ice, and then remove stores, &c., from alongside. 
Mr. Cole and the starboard watch not otherwise stationed will pass tents, knapsacks, 

and provisions that are forward on the ice. 
Nos. 1 and 2 will open steerage hatch and pass up the sleeping bags. 
The port watch not especially stationed ~l work aft, passing sleeping bags, :.lcohol, 

provisions, dog food, and snow-shoes on the ice. 
Nos. 19 and 20 will pass the sled stores on the ice, and then report to the chief en

gineer. 
Alexy and Aniguin will pass the dog harness on the ice, then assist in getting the sleds 

on the ice and in removing provisions. 
If the order be given to lower any of tl;te boats the following numbers will perform that 

duty: Lower 1st cutter, Nos. 2, 8, 14; lower 2nd cutter, Nos. 1, 9, 13; lower 1st 
whale-boat, Nos. 5, 10,16; lower 2nd whale-boat, Nos. 4, 6, 11; lower metallic dinghey, 
Nos. 3, 7, 12. 
If ordered to abandon the ship everybody will at once leave her, and when sleds, boats, 

stores, provisions, etc., have been removed to a place of safety, will assemble by sled 
crews according to the following detail, viz: 

Crew No. I-Lieut. De Long, Mr. Collins, W. F. C. Nindemann, H. H. Erichsen, H. 
H. Kaack, G. W. Boyd, Alexy. 

Crew No. 2--Lieut. Chipp, ·Mr. Danenhower, A. Sweetman, E. Star, A. G. Kuchne, 
Walter Sharvell, Ah Sam. 

Crew No.3-Mr. Dunbar, Mr. Newcomb, J. H. Bartlett, H. W. Leach, Henry Wilson, 
J. Lauterbach, Aniguin. 

Crew No. 4-Chf. Eng. Melville, Walter Lee, ,L. P. Noros, Adolph Dressler, C. A. 
Gortz, Nelse Iversen. 

Crew No. 5-Surgeon Ambler, John Cole, F. H. Manson, H. D. Warren, P. E. John
son, C. Tong Sing. 

Approved. 

A true copy. 

GEORGE W. DE LONG, 
Lieutenant U. S. Navv, Commanding. 

SAM. C. LEMLY, 
]rlastel' U. S. Navi/ 9" Judge ..:ldvocate. 

EXHIBIT H H. 

Arctic steamer Jeannette lost on the 11th June; landed on Siberia 25th September or 
thereabouts· want assistance to go for the CAPTAIN and DOCTOR'and niue (9) other men. 

, WILLIAM F. C. NINDEMANN, 
LOUIS P. NOROS, 

Reply in haste; ~vantfood and clothing. 

A true copy. 

Seamen U. S. N. 

SAM. C. LEMLY, 
Master U. S. Navy 9" Judge Advocate. 
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EXHIBIT I1. 

ARCTIC EXPLORING STEAMER JEANNETTE. 

At a hut on the Lena Delta, believed to be near Tch-ol-bogoje, Lat. --, Lon. --. 

THURSDAY, 22d of Sept., 188l. 

Whoever finds this paper is requested to forward ~t to the Secretary of'the Navy, with 
a note of the time and place at which it was found. * . 

The following-named persons, 14 of the officer~ and crew of the Jeannette, reached thIs 
place yesterday afternoon on foot from the ArctIC Ocean: 

George W. De Long, lieutenant U. S. Navy, commanderofexpec1ition. 
P. A. Surgeon J. M. Ambler. 
Mr. J. J. Collins. • 
Walter Lee. 
W. F. Nindemann. 
H. H. Erichsen. 
A. Giirtz. 
G. W. Boyd. 
Nelse Iverson. 
Adolph Dressler. 
H. H. Kaack. 
L. P. Noros. 
Ah Sam. 
Alexy. 

The Jeannette was crushed and sunk by the ice on the 12th of June, '1881, in lat. N. 
770 15/, long. E. 1550 01 , after having drifted 22 months in the tremendous pack ice of 
this ocean. The entire 33 persons composing her officers and crew dragged 3 boats and 
provisions on the ice to lat. N. 760 38/ , long. 1500 301 E., where we landed upon a new 
island, Bennett Island, on the 29th July. From thence we proceeded, sometimes in 
boats, sometimes dragging over ice, until the 10th September, when we reached Semen
owski Island, about 90 miles NE. of this delta. We sailed from there in company on 
the 12th Sept., but that same night were separated in a gale of wind, and I have seen 
nothing since of the two other boats or their people. They were divided as follows: 

2nd cutter. 
Lieut. Chipp. 
Mr. Dunbar. 
A. Sweetman. 
W. Sharvell. 
E. Star. 
H. D. Warren. 
A. G. Kuchne. 
P. Johnson. 

Whale-boat. 
p.. A. Engr. Melville. 
Master Danenhower. 
Mr. Newcomb. 
J. Cole. 
J. H. Bartlett. 
H. Wilson. 
J. Lauterbach. 
F. Manson. 
Charles Tong Sing. 
Aniguin. 
H. W. Leach. 

Each officer in charge of a boat had written orders to proceed in case of separation to 
the Lena River, and not to wait for anybody short of a settlement large enough to feed and 
shelter his men. 

The provisions, arms, aud clothing had been fairly divided, we were all in good health, 
and had no doubt of reaching the Lena in a few days, when we were parted by this gale 
of wind. 

My ~lOat ha:ving weat!"tered the gale, made the land on the morning of the 16th inst., 
and after trymg to get m shore for two days, and being prevented by shoal water, we 
ab~ndonedher an.d waded to the beach, carryiug our arms, provisions, and records, at a 
pomt about 12 mIles to the nd. a ed. of this place. We had all suffered somewhat from 
cold,. ~et, and exposure, au~ three of our men were badly lamed; but having only 4 days' 
,provislOns left, reduced ratlOns, we were forced to proceed to the sd. 

On Monday, .Sept. 19, we left a pile of our effects near the beach erecting a long 
pole. There WIll be found nayigating instruments chronometer ship'~ log-books for 2 
years, tent, medicines, &c., which we were absolu'tely unable t~ carry. It took us 48 

* N<?TE.-With the same !1otice in French, German, and Spanish and the same or a similar one in 
SwedIsh, Dutch, and RUSSIan. '. 

SAM. C. LEMLY, 
Judge Advocate of Court. 
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hours to make these 12 miles, owing to our disabled men, and the two huts seemed to 
me a good plaee to stop while I pushed forward the surgeon and Nindemann to get re
lief for us. But last night we shot 2 reindeer, which gives us abundance of food for the 
present, and we have seen so many more that anxiety for the future is relieved. As soon 
as our 3 sick men can walk we shall resume our search for a settlement on the Lena 
River. 

Saturday, September 24th, 8 a. m.-Our three lame men being now able to walk we 
are about to resume our journey with 2 days' rations deer meat and 2 days' rations pem
mican and 3 lb~. tea. 

A true copy. 

GEORGE W. DE LONG, 
Lieutenant, Commanding. 

SAM. C. LEMLY, 
Mastel' U. S. Navy 4' Ju.dge Advocate. 

EXHIBIT K K. 

AT A HUT, LENA DELTA, 
About 12 miles from head of Delta. 

MONDAY, September 26th, 1881. 
Fourteen of the officers and men of the U. S. Arctic steamer Jeannette reached this 

place last evenmg, and are proceeding to the sd. this morning. 
A more complete record will be found in a tinder case hung up in a hut 15 miles further 

up the right bank of the larger stream. 
GEORGE W. DE LONG, 

Lieut. Commanding. 

P. A. Surgeon .T. M. Ambler 
Mr. J. J. Collins 

N. Iverson 
A. Gortz 

W. F. Nindemann 
H. H. Erichsen 
H. H. Kaack 
G. W. Boyd 
W. Lee. 

A true copy. 

A. Dressler 
AhSam 
Alexy 
L. P. Noros 

SAM. C. LEMLY, 
MaBter U. S. Navy 9' Ju.dge Advocate. 

EXHIBIT L L. 
SATURDAY, October 1st, 1881. 

Fourteen of the officers and men of the U. S. Arctic steamer Jeannette reached this 
hut on Wednesday, September 28th, and having bee,n forc.ed to await for: t~e river to 
freeze over, are proceeding to cross over to the west BIde this a. m., on ~helr Journey: to 
reach some settlement on the Lena River. We have two. days' proVlSIOns, bui havmg 
been fortunate enough thus far to get game in our pressing needs, we have no fear for 
the future. 

Our party are all well, except one man. Erichsen, wh?se toes have been amputated. in 
consequence of frost bite. Other records will be found m several huts on the east SIde 
of this river, along which we have come from the nd. 

P. A. Surgeon Ambler. 
Mr. J. J. Collins. 
W. F. Nindemann. 
H. H. Erichsen. 
A. Gortz. 
W. Lee. 
L. P. Noros. 

A true copy. 

GEORGE W. DE LONG, 
Lieutenant U. S. Navy, Commanding EX1Jedition. 

G. W. Boyd. 
A. Dressler. 
H. H. K!llIck. 
N. Iverson. 
AhSam. 
Alexy. 

SAM. C. LEMLY, 
Master U. S. Navy tj Judge Advocate. 
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EXHIBIT MM. 

VERKERANSK, December 7th, 1881. 
EASE SPRA VNIK, &c.: 

SIR: It is my desire and the wishes of the Government of the United States of America 
and of the projector of the American expedition that a diligent and const~nt search be 
made for my missing comrades of both boats. Lieutenant DeLong. and hIS p~.rty, con
sisting of twelve persons, will be found ne~r the ba;nk of the Lena RIver, west SIde of the 
river. They are south of the small huntmg statIOn known among the Yakouts as Qu 
Vina. They could not possibly have marched as far south as Bulcom; therefore, be they 
dead or alive they are between Bulcour and Qu Vina. I have already travelled over this 
ground, but followed the river bank; therefore it is necessary that a more careful search 
be made on the high ground back from the river for a short distance as ~ell as alo~g the 
river bank. I examined many huts and small houses but could not pOSSIbly examme all 
of them; therefore it is necessary that all-every house and hut, large ~nd small, must 
be examined for books, papers, or the persons of the party. Men wlth?ut food and 
but little clothing would naturally seek shelter in huts along the line of then march, and 
if exhausted might die in one of them. They would leave their books and papers in a 
hut if unable to carry them farther. If they carried their books and papers south of that 
section of country between Mat Vay and Rulcour, their books and papers will be found 
piled up in a heap and some prominent object erected near them to attract attention of 
searching parties; a mast of wood or pile of wood would be erected near them if not on 
them. In case books or papers are found thQy are to be sent to the American minister 
resident at St. Petersburg. If they are found and can be forwarded to me before I leave 
Russia I will take them to America with me. 

If the persons of my comrades are found dead I desire that all books and papers be taken 
from their clothing and forwarded to the American minister at St. Petersburg, or to me 
if in time to reach me before leaving Russia. The persons of the dead I wish to have 
carried to a central position most convenient of access from Bulun, all placed inside of a 
small hut, arranged side by side for future recognition, the hut then securely closed and 
banked up with snow or earth, and remain so until a proper person arrives from America 
to make final disposition of the bodies. In banking up the hut have it done in such man
ner that animals cannot get in and destroy the bodies. 

Search for the small boat, containing eigbt persons, should be made from the west 
mouth of the Lena River to and beyond the east mouth of the Jana River. Since the 
separation of the three boats no information has been received concerning the small boat, 
but as all three boats were destined to Barkin and then to go to a Lena mouth, it is 
natural to suppose that Lieutenant Chipp directed his boat to Barkin if he managed to 
weather the gale; but if from any cause he could not reach a Lena mouth Lieut. 
Chipp would continue along the coast from Barkin, west, for a north mouth of the Lena 
or south, for an eastern mouth of the Lena River. If still unsuccessful in getting into 
the Lena River, he might from stress of weather, or other cause, be forced along the coast 
toward the Jana River. 

Diligent and constant search is to commence now, in December, and to continue until 
the people, books, !\lld papers are found, care being taken that a vigilant and careful ex
amination of that section of the country where Lieutenant De Long and his party are 
known to be i~ made in early spring-time, when the snow begins to leave the ground and 
before the sprmg floods commence to overflow the river bank. One or more Ameri
can officers will in all probability be in Bulun in time to assist in the seaTch but the 
search mentioned i~ these instructions is to be carried on independently of ~y other 
party and to be entIrely under the control of the competent authority of Russia. 

[Copy of a letter addressed to the Spravnik of Verkeransk M. Kasharoffski. by Chief 
Engineer Melville, directing him to promulgate the same to the commandant of Bulun.] 

A true copy. 
SAM: C. LEMLY, 

Mastel' U. S. Navy <! .Tudge Advocate. 

EXHIBIT N N. 

IRKUTSK. (Received at Waslm., D. C., Dee. 21, 1881.) 

To the Honomble Secretary of the Navy at WaBhington, D. C., U. s. of Ame1'ica: 
The stea~er Jeannette was ?rushed in the ice June 11th, 1881, latitude 77 degrees 15 

north, longItude 157 east. WIth sledges and boats made good to fifty miles northwest 
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of the mouth of the Lena River where the three boats were separated in a gale. The 
whale boat, in charge of Engineer Melville, entered the east mouth of the Lena River 
on September 17th; stopped by ice in the river. Pound a native village and as soon as the 
river closed put myself in communication with commandant at Bolo~nga. On October 
29 heard that the 1st cutter, containing Lieutenant De Long, Dl'. Ambler, and 12 others, 
landed at the north mouth of the Lena. The commandant at Boloenga sent instant re
lief to whale-boat pa~·ty, who are all well. Nindemann and Noros arrived at Boloenga 
on October 29 for relIef for the first cutter, all of whom are in a sad condition and in 
danger of starvation, all badly frozen. Commandant at Boloenga has sent native scouts. 
to look for them; will urge vigorous and constant search until found. The second cutter 
not yet hear~ from.. List of people in ~oats: First cutter-Lieutenant De Long, Dr. 
Ambler, Collms, Nmdemann, Noros, Enchsen, Kaack, Dressler, Gortz, Lee, Iverson, 
Boyd, Alexy, Ah Sam. Second cutter-Lieutenant Chipp, Dunbar, Sweetman, Warren, 
Johnson, Star, Sharvell, Kuchne. Whale boat-Engineer Melville, Lieutenant Danen
hower, Cole, Bartlett, Newcomb, Leach, Lauterbach, Wilson, Manson, Aneguin, TongSing_ 

A true copy. 

GEORGE MELVILLE, 
Eng·ineer. 

SAM. C. LEMLY, 
Ma8ter U. S. Navy <t Judge Advocate. 

EXHIBIT N N 2. 

To his Excellenoy the Mini8ter of United State8 at St. Peter8burg, RU8sia: 
The American steamer" Jeannette" was crushed by ice on the 11th of. June, 1881, 

770 151 lat. N., 1570 east long. By boats and sleds made lI:ood a retreat until 50 miles 
N W. from Lena mouth, where our three boats were separated by a gale. The whale 
boat, under charge of Chief Engineer Melville, entered, on the 17th of September, the 
eastern mouth of Lena River, and was stopped there by ice; found a native village, and 
as soon as the river closed communicated with the commandant at Bulun. The 29th of 
October learned that the 1st cutter, including Lieut. De Long, Dr. Ambler, and 12 others, 
landed at tbe northern mouth of Lena River. The commandant of Bulun immediately 
sent assistance to the whale boat, on which all are well. ~indemann and Noros arrived 
at Bulun the 29th of October to get assistance for the first cutters, all of which are badly 
frozen and in danger of starvation. The commandant of Bulun sent natives to search 
for them. I will insist on vigorous and constant search until found. The second cuttelr 
not yet heard from. 

1st Outter. 

Lt. De Long. 
Dr. Ambler. 
Collins. 
Nindemann. 
Noros. 
Erichsen. 
Kaack. 
Dressler. 
Gortz. 
Lee. 
Iverson. 
Boyd. 
Alexy. 
All Sam. 

THE LIST. 

2nd Outter. 

Lt. Chipp. 
Dunbar. 
Sweetman. 
Warren. 
Johnson. 
Star. 
Sharvell. 
Kuchne. 

The Whale Boat. 

(Blank.) 

Telegraph money immediately through Irkutsk and Yakutsk. 

Referred to by witness Melville as copy of exhibit NN (see page 636 of record), sen~ 
to U. S. minister at St. Petersburg. 

A tme copy. 

H. Ex. 108--20 

SAM. C. LEMLY, 
Master U. S. Navy g' Judge Advocate. 
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EXHIBIT 0 O. 

[Telegram.] 
WASHINGTON. 

Omit no effort, spare no expense in securing Bafety of men i~ second. cutter. Let th:e 
sick and the frozen of those already rescued have every attentIOn, and as Boon as practi
cable have them transferred to milder climate. Department will supply necessary funds. 

HUNT, 8elJretary. 

MELVILLE, 
l'11-genieUl' fT. S. Navy, l"k!ttMk. 

A true copy. 
SAM. C. LEMLY, 

M9.ster U. S. Navy <f Judge AdvQcate. 

EXHIBIT PP. 

rTelegram.l 

Received telegram; reported to Washington. Instructed to provide everything needed; 
seen Minister of Interior. Russian Government will provide everythiug uecessary to 
Petersburgh, also search for 2nd cutter; can you suggest anything our Government 
can do to aid in search? 

HOFFMAN, Charge. 
Irkutsk. Ship Engineer Mellville of steamer Jeannette. 

A true copy. 
SAM. C. LEMLY, 

Mastel" U. S. Navy <f Jttdge AdvQcate. 

EXHIBIT I{ H. 
FRIDA Y, October 7th, 1881. 

The undermentioned officers a,nd men of the late U. S. steamer Jeannette are leaving 
here this morning to make a forced march to Kumak Surka or some other settlement on 
the L~na River. We reached here on Tuesday, October 4th, with a disabled comrade, H. 
H. Enchsen (seaman), who died yesterday morning and wa5 bnrried in the river at noon. 
His death resulted from frost bite and exhaustion, due to consequent exposure. 

The rest of ns are well but have no provisions left, having eaten our last this morning. 

A true copy. 

GEORGE W. DE LONG, 
Lieut. Comdg. 

P. A. Surgeon AMBLER. 
Mr. J. J. COLLINS. 
W. F. NINDEMANN. 
G. W. BOYD. 
H. H. KAACK. 
W. LEE. 
N. IVERSON. 
AHSAM. 
ALEXY. 
A. GORTZ. 
A. DRESSLER. 
L. P. NOROS. 

SAM. C. LEMLY, 
Moster r:. S. Nal'y ,!'" Judge Adt'ocate. 
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EXHIBIT S S. 

[Telegram.] 
JULY 7TH, 1882. IRKUTSK. 

SECRETARY OF THE NAVY, 
Washington, D. G., U. S. oj Amer'ica: 

Arrived Irkutsk with Nindemann, Noros and 
Bartlett to join him. ' 

relics. Missed Harber on Lena; sent 

Want permission to return home. 

A true copy. MELVILLE. 

SAM. C. LEMLY, 
Mastel' U. S. Navy ~ Judge Advocate. 

EXHIBIT T T. 

Irkutsk. Washington. 

May return home with party. 

MELVILLE, 
Irkutsk, Siberia. 

A true copy. 

WASHINGTON, July 8. 

CHANDLER, 
Secretat·y. 

SAM. C. LEMLY, 
Mastel' U. S. Navy ~ Judge Advocate. 

EXHIBIT U U. 

*NOTE.-With the same notice in French, German, and Spanish, and theSitme or a similar one in 
Sweedish, Dutch, and Russian. 

SAlVI. C, LEMLY, 
Judge Advocate of C01(,1't. 
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we were separated in a gale of wind, and I have seen nothing of them since., . Orders had 
been given in event of such an accident, for each boat to make the best of Its way to a 
settlement'on the Lena River before waiting for anybody. My boat made the. land in 
the morning of the 16th inst., and I suppose we are at th!" Lena Delta. I ~ve had no 
chance to get sights for position since I left Semenowsk,I Isla~d. After trymg for two 
days to get inshore without grounding, or to reach. ope of the nver mo~ths, I abandoned 
my boat and waded 1~- miles carryinO" our prOVIsIons and outfits WIth us. We must 
now try with God's help to 'walk to ~ settlement, the nearest of which I believe to be 
95 mil~ distant. We are'all well have 4 days' provisions, arms and ammunition, and 
are carrying with us only ship's b~oks and papers, with blankets, tent, and some medi
·cines· therefore our chances of getting through seem good. 

, GEORGE W. DE LONG, 

A true copy. 

Lieut~nttnt U. S. Navy, Commanding. 

SAM. C. LEMLY, 
Masier U. S. Navy 9' Judqe Advooate. 

EXHIBIT V v. 
BULUN, Oetober 29, 1881. 

To the American Mini8ter, St. Petersburg: 
Please inform the Secretary of the U. S. Navy of the loss of the Jeannette. 
Arcticsteamer Jeannette crushed in the ice June 11th, 1881, in lat. 770 20' N., long. 

1570 55' E, or thereabouts; saved three boats, also from three to four months' provisions; 
with sleds traveled SW. to reach the new Siberian Islands; travelled two weeks or there
abouts, then sighted an island. The captain determined to reach it and landed inaboufi 
two weeks on the southern end and planted the American flag, and called it Bennet Isl
and; Lieut. Chipp was sent on the west side to determine the size, with a boat's crew; 
Ice Pilot Dunbar, with the two natives, on the east side. Returned in three days; re
mained one week on the island, took to the boats and started south, made the new Sibe
rian Islands and encamped on a couple of them; set our course from the most southern 
i~land to strike the north coast of Siberia, to enter one of the small rivers to the Lena; 
on our passage a gale of wind set in, a sea running; lost sight of the boats, one in charge 
of Lieutenant Chipp, the other Engr, Melville; know not what has become of them; 
{)urboatalmostswamped; carried away the mast; lost the sail; lay hove to underadragone 
night and a day, shipping seas all the time; pumps and bailers going night and day. 
All hands' feet frost-bitten; when the gale was over the captain had lost the use of his 
feet and hands; made the coast; struck one of thesmall rivers, not finding water enough 
to enter; the ice making; beating around for two days, the captain determined to make 
the land; the boat struck two miles off shore; the captain made everybody that was able 
to stand on his feet to get overboard to lighten the boat and tow her in. We towed her 
one mile; could not get her any farther; took out the ship's paperS and provisions; the 
captain then had got the use of his hands and feet a little on evening of the 25th of Sep
tember. Names of boat's crew: Captain De Long, Surgeon Amuler, Mr. Collins, W. F. C. 
Nindermann, Louis P. Noro8, H. H. Erichsen, H. H. Kaack, G. W. Boyd, A. Gortz, A. 
Dressler, lV. Lee, N. IVeI'son, Alexy, Al! Sam, and one dorf. Remained a few days on the 
sea-coast on account of some of the men's feet being badly frost-bitten leaving behind 
the ship's log and other articles, not being able to carry them' started to travel south 
with five. days' provisions; Erichsen walking on crutches; a fe~ days after made a sled 
to drag hIm; came to a hut on the 5th of October; on the morning of the 6th the doctor 
cut off a~l his toes; the cltptain asked me if I had strength to go to one of the settle
menta WIth one of the men to get assistance, as he waa going to stay by Erichson' while 
taJking about it Erichson died,- we buried him in the river. The captain said ~e will 
all go together; name of place, Ow Tit Ary,- lat. 710 55' north, long. not known; Oct. 7 
eat our last dog meat; started to travel south with about one quart of alcohol and two 
tin ~ of ship's papers, two rifles and little ammunition; travelled until the 9th. 
Nothmg to eat; drank three ounces of. alcohol a day per man; the captain and the rest 
of them got weak and gave. out travelhng; he then sent me and L. P. Nm'o8, with three 
ounces of alcoho.l and one nfle and .40 rounds of ammunition, on ahead to a place called 
KU'TI}Uk Su~ka, dIStance about 12 mIles, to find natives; if not finding any to travel south 
until we dId; took us J?ve days.to walk to Kumak Surka,- found two fish; took one day's 
re.~t; started B?uth agn;m; nothmg to eat; travelled until the 19th; getting weaker every 
day; gave up In despaIr; sat down, rested, then walked one mile; found two huts and!l. 
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storehouse where there was about fifteen pounds of Muemoulded fish; stopped three days 
to regain strength, both being too weak to travel; on the afternoon of the 23rd or there
abouts, a native came to the hut; we tried to make him understand that there was eleven 
more men north; could not make him understand; he took us to his camp, where there 
was six more, also a lot of sleighs and reindeer, they travelling at the time south; next 
morning broke camp, came to a settlement on the 25th called Ajaket; then tried again 
to make the people understand there was more people north; did not succeed. Ayaket, 
lat. 70° 55' north, long. not known, as the chart is a copy; sent for the governor 
to Bulun; came 27th; he knew the ship's name and knew about Nordenskjiild, but 
could not talk English; we tried to make him understand that the captain was in a 
starving condition, or probably dead, and that we wanted natives, reindeer, and food to 
get them, as I thought that we could make it in five or six days to save them from star
vation, but the governor made signs that he had to telegraph to St. Petersburg; he then 
sent us on to B1tlun; we stand in need of food and clothing; at present our health is in 
a bad condition. Hoping to be well soon, we remain your humble servants, 

WILLIAM F. C. NINDEMANN, 
LOUIS P. NOROS, 

Seamen of the U. S. Navy, Steamer Jeannette. 

This document was brought to me by the Bulun commandant on November 1st, 1881. 
I immediately despatched it by special courier James H. Bartlett, 1 c. f., to Mr. Mel
ville who was on his way to Bulun by the dog road and had missed seeing the command
ant who had travelled by the deer road. The courier travelled by the deer road and 
reached Bulun a few hours after Mr. Melville. 

JNO. W. DANENHOWER, 
Lieutenant U. S. N. 

Received Nov. 1, 1881, from Comdt. of Bulun. 

A true copy. 
SAM. C. LEMLY, 

Ma8tel' U. S. Navy, Judge Advocate. 

EXHIBIT XX. 

Y AKUTSK, EASTERN SIBERIA, Ja.ny. 18, 1882. 
WM. C. F. NINDEMANN: 

8IR: You will leave this place to-day, taking with you Mr. C. Bulokoffandprovisions 
to supply all your wants as far as Verkeransk; at Verkeransk you will replenish your
supply of bread and fresh beef, or other small articles you may stand in ~eed o~. Leave 
Verkeransk as soon as you possibly can and get to Bulun. There you WIll go mto quar
ters and await my arrival. 

The commandant at Bulun will supply all your wants. You will be careful of all the 
property placed in your charge. 

Very respectfully, 

A true copy,. 

GEO W. MELVILLE, 
P. A. Engl'., U. S. N. 

SAM. C. LEMLY, 
Master U. S. Navy ,f' Judge Advocate. 

EXHIBIT A B. 

CATH CARTA, Ap,.ill0th, 1882. 

WM. C. F. NINDEIIIANN: 
SIR" Y ou will leave this place to-day and make the best of your way to B!lrkin, the 

NE. point of the Lena Delta; arrived there you will commence y?ur western Journey to 
North Bulun. The object of your journey is to search the c~ast hne, the .bays, and nV!ll' 
mouths for indications of the second cutter or the party of LIeutenant Chlpp. You will 
be furnished with two sleds and dog teams and two experienced guides, Simeon Tomat 
and Sj;arry Nicolai, a tent and ten days' provisions for yoursclf and guide, and fish for 



310 LOSS OF THE STEAMER JEANNETTE. 

the dogs' more provisions cannot be carried for so long a journey without overloading 
the team's. Therefore you will travel at your best rate of speed, camping only long 
enough to give the dogs sufficient rest to preve~t their breaking down. 1!J!On Y0:'Ir ar
rival ai N. Bulun take a rest for a day or two if necessary and your proVlSlOns WIll per
mit or can be procured at that place, then return to Cath Carta. If indications point to 
the probable landing of Lieutenant Chipp's party follow the trail until. some positive in
dications are found, then make the best of your way to Cath Carta and mform me. That 
the whole force may be employed for the object in view, James H. Bartlett and his party 
will accompany you as far as Barkin. 

Very respectfully, 

A true copy. 

Commo. WM. G. TEMPLE, 

EXHIBIT B C. 

GEO. W. MELVILLE, 
P. A. Enginem' U. S. N. 

SAM. C. LEMLY, 
Master U. S. :N., Judge Advocate. 

CHADD'S FORD, PENNA., Nov. 4th, 1882. 

PI·e8. Jeannette Boal'd of Inquil'Y, Washington, D.O.: 
SIR: In view of the importance of the subject under investigation I would respectfully 

ask to be represented by a counsel before the board of inquiry of which you are the pre
siding officer. My absence is caused by having made important business engagements 
before the resolution of Congress was passed or contemplated. I wish to fulfill the en
gagement if possible, and think it is my duty to do so. I therefore respectfully request 
that Lieut. Richard Wainwright, U. S. Navy, be permitted to represent me before the 
board of inquiry and in ca~e his other duties prevent his being present that he be allowed 
to appoint a deputy. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, 

A true copy. 

JNO. W. DANENHOWER, 
Lieut. U. S. N. 

SAM. C. LEMLY, 
Ma8tel' U. S. Navy 4" Judge Advocate. 

EXHIBIT CD. 

Interrogatories addressed to Naval Constructor George W. Much, U. S. Navy, by a 
court of inquiry convened at the Navy Department, Washington, D. C., by the order 
of the honorable Secretary Navy, to investigate the circumstances of the loss in the 
Arctic seas of the exploring steamer Jeannette. 

1st interrogatory. What is your name, rank, present duty, and station? 
2nd interrogatory. Did you perform any duty in connection with the fitting out of 

the exploring steamer Jeannette for Arctic service? If yea, state fully what that duty 
was, where, and when performed. 

3d interrogatory. Were you a member of the board appointed by Commodore E. R. 
Colhoun, U. S. N., then c:ommandant of the navy-yard at Mare Island, California, in 
a letter dated June 6, 1879, to carefully examine and report upon the repairs and outfits 
of the Arctic steamer Jeannette, to state if the repairs and alterations as recommended 
in th.e survey ,:pon that vessel had been made, or if any other work not embraced 
therem but consldered necessary had been done, and if in the opinion of the Board she 
had been so far as practicable repaired and placed in condition for service in the Arctic 
Ocean? 

4th ~n~erro~atory. If :y:our answer be yea to the 3d interrogatory, state fully why in 
the opmlOn of the board It was not possible to make the Jeannette particularly adapted 
for an extended cruise in the Arctic regions. 

5th ~U;rrogatory. If your answer be yea to the 3d interrogatory, state fully what.in 
your opmlOn was the effect upon the strength of the Jeannette of the following deVIa
tions from the recommendation of the board of survey: 
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a. In lien of the four six-inch bulkheads, as recommended in survey beams and 
heavy truss work or thwartship diagonal bracing has been substituted. ' 

b. In addition to the original iron breast-hooks and in lieu of thl'ee or four heavy 
wooden hooks (as recommended in survey), it was found after removing the joiner work 
above the berth deck th:1t hooks of the proper shape could not be obtained so pointers 
and bracing were used instead. ' 

c. The neglect to place good helwy stanchions under every beam well secured, as 
recommended by survey. 

6th interrogatory. If your answer be yea to the 3rd interrogatory, state what in your 
opinion would have been the efl'ect upon the strength of the vessel hacl the recommendation 
of the survey been carried out in regard to the four six-inch bnlkheads, :1nd, if practica
ble, the beams and heavy truss work at thwartships, diagonal bracing had also been 
put in so as to combine the two modes of strengthening. 

7th interrogatory. State, if you know, who was responsible for each and all of the 
above enumerated deviations from the recommendations of the survey. 

8th interrogatory. What were your opportunities for observing the Jeannette while 
undergoing repairs and alterations at the M:1re Island navy-yard? 

9th interrogatory. From your observation of the Jeannette while undergoing repairs 
and alterations at the Mare Island navy-yard, and your inspection if that vessel prior 
to her departure from San Francisco, what was your opinion of that vessel, first as to 
her general seaworthiness, and second as to her fitness for extended Arctic exploration? 

lOth interrogatory. State fully upon what grounds you base your opinion as given in 
your answer to the 8th interrogatory. 

11th interrogatory. Did the commanding or any other officer of the Jeannette expe
dition express to you dissatisfaction with the fitting of the vessel just prior to her de
p:1rture from San Francisco, or did they express t,hemselves as satisfied? 

12th interrogatory. Did you, or did you not, at the time of her sailing from San Fran
cisco, consider that the model and construction of the Jeannette was such as to fit her 
for Arctic cruising, and upon what grounds did you base your opinion? 

13th interrogatory. Have you any plans of the Jeannette in your possession which 
will throw any light upon her construction? If' yea, furnish this court with duly au
thenticated copies of such plans. 

14th interrogatory. State fully, in narative form, anything further within your knowl
edge bearing upon the subject under investigation. 

Original paper. 
SAM. C. LEMLY, 

Master U. S. Navy & Jttdge Advocate. 

EXHIBIT DE. 

EXPLORING STEAMER JEANNETTE, RELATIVE TO THE LOSS THEREOF. 

Dep08ition of George W. Much Naval Con8trnctor, U. S. N., Navy Yard, Ma1'e I8land, 
, California. 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
County of Solano, 88,' 

The deposition of George W. Much, naval constructor, U. S. Navy, in the county of 
Solano State of California taken at my office in said county and State on the fourth day 
of No~ember A. D. 1882 'between the hours of ten and twelve (meridian) of the same 
day, to be us~d in evide~ce in the investigation of the circumst~nce~ of the l~ss in the 
Arctic seas of the exploring steamer Jeannette, before aconrt ofmqmry of which Com
modore William G. Temple, U. S. N., is president. 

[SEAL] WM. R. COX, JR., 
Notary Public. 

Answer to 1st interrogatory. Geo. "V. Much, na:val construc!<,r, U. S. N., having 
general superintendance and charge of the COllstructIOuand repaIr of vessels at the U. 
S. navy-yard, Mare Island, Califor~ia. .., 

Answer to 2d interrogatory. I did. My dutywll;S, Ill. connectIOn With other duty, to 
superintend the repairs on that vessel, under the directIOn of the commandant of the 
yard, at the U. S. navy-yard, Mare Island, C'1lifornia, during the time of her repairs, 
from February, 1879, to the July following. 

Answer to 3d interrogatory. I was. 
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Answer to 4th interrogatory. It was the opinion of the Board that the model or form 
()f the" Jeannette" was not adapted for ice navigation. 

Answer to 5th interrogatory. a The effect upon the strength would be, in my opin
ion to make her less liable to withstand a crushing strain. b The pointers and bracing, 
and the manner in which they were secured, made equally as strong and substantial 
work as if the hooks recommended by the Board could have been procured and put ill 
the vessel. eIn my opinion, the neglect to place good heavy stanchions un~e~ every 
beam did not detract from the general strength of the Jeannette, so far as sustammgthe 
deck and beams over ward-room and forward berth-deck was concerned, as they, tIle 
beams, were supported by bulkheads running both fore and aft, with nearly correspond-
ing bulkheads below. . .. 

Answer to 6th interrogatory. The effect would have been to gIve addItIOnal strength, 
but it would not in my opinion, have been practicable to combine the heavy athwart
ship diagonal br~cing with, or in addition to the four six-inch bulk-heads, without inter
fering to a great extent with the stowage of the vessel. 

Answer to 7th interrogatory. The Bureau of Construction and Repair was responsible 
for the deviation from the recommendations of the Board, relative to the four six-inch 
bulk-heads. For the pointers, in lieu of the regular breast-hooks recommended, the naval 
constructor of th:..:; yard is responsible. 

Answer to 8th interrogatory. My opportunities were good, as I visited the vessel at 
least once each day while she was undergoing repairs at, this yard. 

Answer to 9th interrogatory. With the repairs made she was, in my opinion, sea
worthy, though I did not consider her fit for an extended Arctic exploration. 

Answer to 10th interrogatory. I base my opinion upon the grounds that the Jeannette 
was an old vessel, of poor model; constructed of materials of sizes and general arrange
ment more suitable for a yacht than for an ordinary built merchant vessel of the same 
displacement. 

Answer to 11th interrogatory. He did not, nor did any other officer, express to me dis
sat,isfaction, but on the contrary expressed themselves satisfied with the fitting out of 
the vessel, so far as the Bureau of Construction and Repair was concerned. 

Answer to 12th interrogatory. I did not, and for the following reasons: 
First. The midship section, though having a rise of about 15°, had short bilge with 

straight sides, commencing to tumble home, eight (8) feet from base line; consequently 
the greatest beam is nearly four (4) feet below the load line; a shape, in my opinion, in 
no way adapted for lifting in the ice. 

Second. The vessel was narrow and very sharp forward and aft. 
Third. She had not sufficient displacement with proper freeboard to hold the provision 

and coal supply for an extended cruise in the Arctic Ocean. 
Fourth. The vessel, not being originally built tor such service, was 'not sufficiently 

strong; her frames were light and single, the timbers composing the frames not being 
closely jointed but having an opening between them of about four (4) inches. All frame 
timbers were more or less badly cut and split by the fastenings, and being inside strapped 
it was not practicable to remove them all. 

Fifth. The hold was divided by a number of transverse and longitudinal bulk-heads 
into small apartments originally intended for magazines, shell, and store-rooms, none 
being water-tight or arranged to give the vessel additional strength, and occupying space 
that should have been appropriated for other purposes. The berth deck was small, con
taining only about 2,772 cubic feet, including gaUey-room, two state-rooms, and pantry. 

Answer to 13th interrogatory. I have no plans that would throw any satisfactory light, 
upon her construction. I have a plan of her midship section, also a plan of her spar and 
berth decks, taken by actual measurement, as also the whole internal arrangement of 
bu~k-hea~s, store-l'{;)Qms, &c., inc]nd~ng additions made at this yard while undergoing re
pall's, COpIes of WhICh, duly authentIcated, are herewith inclosed marked A, B, and C, 
also the dimensions as near as could be obtained. ' 

:tnswer to 14th interrogatory. Narrati'l'e.-Soon after the arrival of the Jeannette at 
t~IS yard, December 28th, 1878, Lieutenant De Long called at my office and gave me the 
hIstory ?f the vesse! he had pl:rc!J.ased for the North Pole expedition, stating that before 
purchasmg he obtamed the opmlOn of acknowledged experts in ship-building, who had 
pronounced her strong and in every way adapted for service in the Arctic Ocean and in 
his (De L?ng's) opinion. she required but little in the way of repairs to make h~r aU he 
could desIre. Upon bemg ordered to make an examination of the vessel I found that to 
make her efficient for ordinary service would require repairs at an estimated cost of some 
seven thousand ($7,000) dollars and for an extended cruise in the Arctic Ocean she was 
n?t1 in ~y op~n~on, adapted with all the repairs, &c., that could be put upon her .. Upon 
gIvmg th~ opmlOn to De Long he exhibited indications of great disappointment and ex
pressed hIDlself as willing, with some little additions so far as construction ~as con
cerned, such as an entering porch to cabin, house on de~k, berths for the crew, exposed 
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iron below deck covered, docking, calking, and a spare rudder fitted to start on the ex
pedition. He appeared to be greatly exercised at the estimated cost 'of repairs changes 
and alteratio~ recommen~ed, and. suggested that the work be done as cheaply as possi~ 
ble. ProposItIOns from time to tIme were made to Lt. De Long with a view of ren
dering the vessel more efficient for the purpose. His replies usually were in sub
stance, though he approved of everything recommended for the strength and efficiency 
of the Jeannette, he felt a delicacy about such an expenditure of money after so much 
had been expended in the purchase of the vessel n,nd her repairs in England, and was 
fearful that the result would be the probn,ble abandonment of the expedition. Lt. 
De Long was, in my opinion, not only badly imposed upon by the purchase of such a 
vessel, but in her subsequent repairs in England. The repairs made there were, for the 
most part, superficial, of poor workmanship, and of inferior mn,terial; so much so that it 
wail found necessary to remove and replace with better material. 

In conclusion, I am pleased t,o sn,y that not only the commn,ndant but all other officers 
of the yard did all that could be done under the circumstances to render the Jeannette 
efficient for the contemplated expedition, and whatever opinions may have existed in 
reference to her fitness, she proved herself able for over twelve months to withstand the 
heavy floes and crushing ice of the Arctic Ocean, and in all probability no vessel, how
ever strongly buiU, could withst'tnd such a continued strain. 

GEO. W. MUCH, 
Naval Const. U. S. N. 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
County of Solano, 88: 

On this 4th day of November, _~. D. 1882, personally n,ppeared before me, the above
named George W. Much, the deponent, and being first duly cautioned and SWOl'll to 
speak the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth relating to the cause for 
which the foregoing deposition is taken, the said deposition was by me carefully read in 
his presence and hearing, and then by him subscribed in my presence. 

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and appended my notarial seal of 
of/lee, the day and year aforesaid. 

[SEAL.] 

Original paper. 

WlVl. R. COX, JR., 
Kotary Public. 

SAlVI. C. LEMLY, 
Master U. S. Nal'Y 9' J.tdgp Advooate. 

EXHIBIT H I. 

Interrogaten-ies addressed to Sir Allen Young, R. N. R., F. R. G. S., F. R. A. S., of Lon
don England by a court of inquiry of which Commodore Wm. G. Temple, U. S. 
Na":y, is president, convened at the'Navy Depn,rtment, 'Washington, D. ~., UI~ited 
States of America by order of the honorable Secretary of the Navy, to mvestlgate 
the circumstances'of the loss, in the Arctic Seas, of the exploring steamer Jeannette. 

1 st interrogatory. Please state your name, ,Position, and residence:?. . 
2d interrogatory. Were you ever at any tlIlle owner of the ArctlC exploIlllg steamel 

Jeannette, formerly Her Britannic Majesty's ship P~ndora? 
3d interrogatory. If your auswer be yea to th~ 2d mte~Togatory, please state when and 

"Jor what length of time yon owned the vesselm questIOn, and when and to whom you 
ilisposed of her? .. , . t'''' . 

4th interrogatory. Please state your opmIOn of the fitness of the vesselm ques IOn 101 

Are-tic service, ha~ing particular reference to her strength an~ model? . . 
5th interrogatory. Please give in full the ground upon whlCh you base yo?-r opmlOn, 

as stated in your answer to the 4th interrog!l'tory,.whether upon.actnal ~xp.enence ats~n, 
in that vessel within or without the ArctIC regIOns, or expenence Wlthm the ArctIC 
regions in any other vessel, or both? 

Original paper. SAM. C. LEMLY, 
Ma81er U. S. Navy 9' Judge Advooate. 
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EXHIBIT I K. 

On this twenty-second day of November, in the'year one thousand eight hundred and 
eighty-two, before me, William J. Hoppin, secretary of the legation of the United States 
in Great Britain, personally appeared the above-named Sir Allen William Young, and 
made answer to the foregoing interrogatories, as follows: 

First. To the first interrogatory he says: My name is Allen William Young; I am a 
lieutenant in the Royal Naval Reserve, and my residence is at No.5 Saint James street, 
London. 

Second. To the second interrogatory he says: I was the owner at one time of the 
Arctic exploring steamer Jeannette, formerly Her Britannic Majesty's ship Pandora. 

Third. To the third interrogatory he says: I purchased the vessel from Her Majesty's 
Government on or about April, eighteen hundred and seventy-five, and I owned her 
until I sold her in the year eighteen hundred and seventy-seven to Mr. James Gordan 
Bennett. 

Fourth. To the fourth inteuogatory he says: I considered the vessel in que2tion to be 
fit for Arctic service both as regards strength and model. 

Fifth. To the fifth interrogatory he says: I base my opinion of the fitness of the ship 
for Arctic service upon my actual experience in that vessel at sea both within and with
out the Arctic regions. Having had the experience of serving in another vessel, the 
Fox, in the Arctic regions, and having made two voyages in the Pandora in the same 
regions, I consider the latter vessel far superior to the Fox, and in every way fit for such 
service both as regards strength and model. 

ALLEN W. YOUNG. 

The above depositions were subscribed and sworn to before me by the above-named 
Sir Allen W. Young, on this twenty-second day of November, in the year one thousand 
eight hundred and eighty-two. 

In testimony whereof I have hereto signed my name ancl affixed the seal of this Lega
tion the day and year last above written. 

[SEAl".] W. J. HOPPIN. 

Original paper. 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
Department oj State: 

No. 894. 

SAM. C. LEMLY, 
Master U. S. Nat'y .f Judge .ddvocate_ 

To all to whom these presents shall come, greeting: 
I certu:r that William J. Hoppin, whose name is subscribed to the paper hereunto 

annexed, IS now, and was at the time of subscribing the same, secretary of legation of 
the United States in Great Britain, duly commissioned, and that full faith andconfidehce 
are due to his acts as such. 

In testimony whereof, I, Frederick T. Frelinghuysen, Secretary of State of the United 
States, have hereunto subscribed my name and caused the seal of the Department of 
State to be affixed . 
. Done at the city of -y.'"ashington, this 6th day of December, A. D. 1882, and of the 
mdependence of the UmtedStates of America the one hundreelltnd seventh. 

[SEAL.] FREDK. T. FRELINGHUYSEN. 

EXHIBIT K L. 

U. S. ARCTIC STEAMER JEANNETTE, 
Off Cape Se1"dz Km'z, Siberia, 30 August, 1879. , 

SIR: I have the honor to report that in obedience to your verbal order of the 2Qth 
August, 1879, at about 3.30 a. m. to-day I landed at the Indian village that i~ situa~d 
about seven. miles to the sd. and ed. off Cape Serclz Kerz. I was accompanied'by 
M~srs .. Collms and D~bar and Alexy, the Indian dog driver. We proceeded to!the 
chIef's Igloo and woke hIm, but after much talkinO" were unable to understand him or 
his people nor to make them understand us until a~ olel squaw was brought who cJuld 
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~mderstand and speak the saIhe dialect as Alexy. Through her and Alexy the chier 
mformed me that a .steam vessel spent last winter on this side of Koliutchin Bay' that 
she left there some tIme ago and .stopped off his village one night and then went to the 
eastward. "! e could get no defimte auswer as to when she was at his village. 
T~e captam was an old man with a grey beard, wore a coat and not fur clothi.ng, and 

on h1s cap ~o!ne sort of ornament. The chief touched the gold cord on my naval cap
whe~ descrIbmg .the ornament;, There were a number of people on board the steamer, 
descrIbed.by the mterprete~ as plen~y. man," but he could not give a definite number. 

The chler and. some of h18 people Vlslted the steamer on sledges last winter when she 
was at Kohutchin Bay. In and about the igloos I saw a piece of cast-iron, the bowl or 
a soup ladle, two small round wooden boxes, and a small fish net made of flat twine 
but coul?- find no marks .that could give intelligence as to the place of their manufacture: 
Mr. CO~lllS also saw an non axe w!-th a wooden handle. There was nothing to indicate 
that whIte men had spent a long tIme at the settlement. The squaw said that one or 
th~ officers of the steamer c~uld talk with the natives, and upon the name" N ordquish " 
bel;llg suggested by Mr. qo!hns, the squaw, chief, and another Indian repeated "orpish," 
as if the name were famlhar, but I cannot say whether or not it was a person nameel 
"Orpish" who spoke to them. 

I delivered your letter and the package of mail matter to the chief, and believe that 
~eunderstood what was to be done with them, and through the interpreter and by mo
tIOns :he assured me that he would dispose of them as directed. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
CHAS. W. CHIPP, 

Lieutenant U. 8. Navy. 
Lieutenant GEORGE W. DE LONG, U. S. Navy, 

A true copy. 
Comdg. Arctic Steamer Jeannette. 

SAM. C. LEMLY, 
MaBte!' U. S. Navy g" Judge Ad-I)ocate. 

EXHIBIT L M. 

ARCTIC STEAMER JEANNETTE IN THE PACK, 
Lat. N. 71° 35', long. W. 175° 06', 14 September, 1879. 

SIR: I have the honor to report that in obedience to your order of the 12 September, 
1879, at 8.15 a. m. of the 13th inst., I left the ship accompanied by Passed Assistant En
gineer, Melville,:Mr. Dunbar, and Alexy, with a sledge and eight dogs, to attempt tAl> 
reach Herald Island. The party was equipped and provisioned as directed in your order. 
When about seven miles from the ship we found the ice much lighter than that about 
the ship, and consisted of floe pieces cemented together with young ice, which in many 
places was just strong enough to bear the weight of the sledge and party. At 10.30 ::t. 
m. it commenced snowing, and shut in the island, which was seen only occasionally the 
remainder of the day. At 11.30 sighted open water extending in a broad lead in an east 
and west direction as far as the eye could reach. From this lead extended branches in 
the S. E., S., and S. W. directions. The nature of the ice again changed, and showed evi
dence of having recently been subjected to heavy pressure. The old floe pieces were 
closer together, and the young ice was broken and forced up into ridges from eight to 
twelve feet high, giving it the appearance of a plain, divided into irregularl.y shapedlo~ 
by ice walls. I followed along the open water to the westward for some distance, untIl 
the west end of Herald Island bore S. 17° E. (magnetic), where the principal lead 
trended off to the N. W., and we came to ice which was soft and rotten, over which it 
was impossible to pass. The ice inlJ;uediately abo~t He.rald Ish,:nd appell!ed to be rotten 
and cut up with leads, and the new lCe forced up mto ridges as If lately It had been sub
jected to pressure. At 12.40 p. m., being unable to proceed farther towards Herald 
Island we stopped and had dinner. I estimated that we had come fifteen miles from 
the shlp in the four hours and twenty-fiv:e minutes that we had ~een. under way.. At Z 
p. m. it stopped snowing for a few mlllutes, and we got a fan Vlew of the Island, 
which I estimated to be di~tant five miles. The east end of it bore magnetic S. 40° E., 
and the west end S. 17° E. The shore was high and rocky, apparently cut in deep ridges 
nmning down the face of nearly pe:pendicular sides. O.n the east end was a projection 
like a small steeple. About one-thud the length of the 18land from. t~e east end there 
is a cleft in the outline of the island which appears to extend across It III a N. E. and S. 
W. direction. 
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The west end of tp.e island slopes irregularly to the water and appears to terminate in 
a point. The north side of the island is .slightly. conca",:e, but.I saw no place that would 
offer any protection from the ice to a ShIp. As l~ was ImpOSSIble to proc~ed farth~r~
wards the island and we had crossed some poor Ice on our way out, I dId not thInk It 
prudent to rema'in where we were overnight, as a northerly wind would probably open 
a lead between us and the ship, so at 2.30 p. m. we started on our return, and at 5.30 
p. m., having come to good ice and finding a convenient place for the tent, we ca~p~d 
down for the night. During our return we found the water on top of the young ICe III 
many places. . 

At 7.40 a. m. this morning we again started for the ship, and arrIved on board at 9.25 
a. m. During our absence we saw no drift-wood. We pagsed many bear tracks andsaw 
one raven and one young seal, which latter Alexy shot within a few hundred yards of 
the ship. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
CHAS, W. CHIPP, 

Lieutenant U. S. Navy. 
Lieutenant GEORGE W. DE LONG, U. S. Navy, 

Commanding Arctic Steamer Jeannette. 

EXHIBIT MN. 

ORDER. 

ARCTIC STEAMER JEANNETTE, 
Beset in the pack, 

Latitude 720 N., long. 1760 W. 

SEPTEMBER 20, 1879. 
In order to secure a more improved ventilation of the living quarters of the officers and 

men of this ship the following will be carried into effect: 
In all fine dry weather the skylight over the. forward part of the berth deck will be 

kept open at all times, day and night. In rainy or snowy weather, when the tenting 
of' a tarpaulin will not be sufficient to prevent the rain or snow from going below, the 
galvanized iron ventilator made for the skylight will be put on and kept on until the tar
paulin can be again used or the skylight can be uncovered. 

The doors leading from the berth deck to the old galley room are to be kept open at 
all times, day or night. 

The weather side of the fore hatch is to be kept open at all times in dry weather. In 
wet weather the weather side will be closed and the lee one opened. The officers of the deck 
will, by frequent inspection between 8 p. m. and 8 a. m., observe whether this order is 
complied with in reference to the berth deck, reporting any violation of it to the executive 
officer at the earliest opportunity. The skylight over the cabin will be kept half open in fine 
weather. When, by reason of rain or snow, the opening must be covered, the galvanized 
iron cover made for it will be used, and will be kept on as long as the weather prevents, 
having a partially opened skylight. 

'1'he glass deck lights of' the spar-deck inside the cabin bulkhead over the rooms occu
pied by Mr. Danenhower and Mr. Collins, and over the rooms occupied by Mr. Dunbar 
and Mr. Newcomb, will be removed, and in their places there will be let in the deck 
blocks of'wood which are to have as many half-inch auger holes as possible bored in 
them. 

As soon as it can be done conveniently with more pressing work about the ship, the 
doors leading from the cabin to the chart room and dispensary will be removed and 
shipped between the propeller-well and side bulkheads, shutting off the after part of the 
cabin. As soon as this is done, arid until it becomes necessary to wear fur clothing, all 
officers living in the wardroom will hang all fur garment and oiled clothing in the space 
thus set apart. 

The executive officer will see this order carried into effect with the least possible delay. 
GEORGE W. DE LONG, 

Lieutenant, U. S. Navy, Commanding. 
A true copy. 

SAM. C. LEMLY, 
Mastel' U. S. Navy <f .Judge AdllQoote. 
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EXHIBIT NO. 

ARCTIC STEAMER JEANNETTE, 
13th July, 1880. 

S~R: In ~bedience to your order of last evening I to-day had five holes bored through 
the lee. Fust hole under stern of ship, bottom of ice 5' 4/1 below surface of water' 2nd 
hole 50 feet astern of ship, bottom of ice 4' 3/1 below surface of water- 3rd hole 100 feet 
astern of ship, bottom of ice 5' below surface of water- 4th hole 150 feet astern of ship 
botto~ of ice 5' be~ow ~urfllCe of water; 5th hole abo~t 250 yards off starboard quarte~ 
of ShIP, bottom of Ice 5 below surface. All these holes were bored through ice formed 
since 30th November, 1879. 

Very respectfully, 
CRAS. W. CRIPP, 

Lieut. U. S. N., Ex. Off. 
Lieut. GEORGE W. DE LONG, U. S. N., 

Commading Arctic Steamer Jeannette. 

A true copy. 
SAM. C. LEMLY, 

bla8ter U. S. Navy 9" Judge Advocate; 

EXHIBIT 0 P. 

U. S. ARCTIC STEAMER JEANNETTE, 
Lat. N. 75° 15', long. E. 171° 38'. 

Hon. SECRETARY OF THE NAVY, 
Washington, D. C.: 

ARCTIC OCEAN, March 20th, 1881. 

SIR: I have the honor to report to you the heroic conduct of Alfred Sweetman (sea
man) and of William F. C. Nindemann (seaman) and to recommend them as worthy of 
Medals of Honor. 

Upon the 19th January, 1880, this vessel beset and drifting in the pack ice of the 
Arctic Ocean, was, in consequence of severe pressure and straining in a disruption and 
upheaval of the ice fields, seriously injured and caused to leak, water pouring into her, 
forward, at the rate of four thousand gallons per hour. Such a disaster threatened our 
being forced to abandon the ship, and suffer exposure to a temperature of minus 50° in 
an attempt to reach the main land of Siberia, then [blank] miles distant. These two 
men for sixteen days labored in the fore peak, standing in water frequently above their 
knees and at a fi'eezing temperature, stuffing oakum, tallow, plaster, cement, and ashes 
among the frames, building an extra water-tight bulkhead to stop the rush of the in
coming water, and in every other way ende..'woring to lessen the leak. During the whole 
of this time these men were almost without any rest, and often were unable to t:1ketheir 
regular meals. Commonly they continued at work all day and half the night, and fre
quently passed even a greater portion of the twenty-four hours in their exhausting and 
hazardous employment. Circumstances prevented their being replaced by others as a par
tial relief, and their own zeal and devotion to duty were such that they would not give up 
until their task was crowned with success. Without this self-sacrificing lahor we would 
have been forced to coutinue steam-pumping on a large scale, which would soon have 
consumed our fuel, or to resort to hand-pumping, which would have exhausted the crew. 
But thanks to the efforts of these two men the leak was so decreased that we were able 
during the [blank] that elapsed before our being set free from our imprisonment to keep 
it under' control by a limited expenditure of fuel and the employment of a smallmnount 
of hand-pumping. 

That this exposure and toil did not result in the permanent breaking down of' health 
is a matter of wonder and also of thankfulness; and I feel I am doing but simple justice 
to Alfred Sweetman and William F. C. Nindemann in bringing the foregoing facts to 
your knowledge and requesting the recob>nition they so eminently deserve. 

Very respectfully, 

A true copy. 

GEORGE W. DE LONG, 
Li.mtenallt U. S. Nal'Y, Commandi1tl/. 

SAM. C. LEMLY, 
Master U. S. Navy 9" Judge Adt'ooole. 
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EXHIBIT J' Q. 

ORDER. 

ARCTIC STEAMER JEANNETTE, 
Beset and drifting in the pack ice, 
Lat. N. 77° 13', long. E. 158° 12'. 

JUNE 15th', 1881. 

This island, discovered by us on May 16, and which is in lat. N. 76° 47', long. E. 
158° 56', has been named 

JEANNETTE ISLAND. 

This islaud, discovered by us on the 24th May, aud which is in lat. N. 77° 8', long. 
E. 157° 43', has been named 

HENRIETTA ISLAND. 

Upon Henrietta Island P. A. Engineer G. W. Melville and his party have landed and 
hoisted there our colors, and taken possession of these new lands in the name of the 
United States of America. 

GEORGE W. DE LONG, 
Lieutlmant U. S. Navy, Commanding. 

[The date of this order seems to be wrong, as the ship went down June 13th, 1881.] 

A true copy. 
SAM. C. LEMLY, 

Maste?' U. S. Navy 9" Judge Advooate. 

EXHIBIT Q R., 

DR. SIR: I return herewith the slip on which you require the numbers of thermom
.eters, duly marked. A maximum must be supplied from one of the pocket cases, as the 
Qne I had was broken during the storm on our voyage from St. Michael's to St. Lawrence 
Bay. A "black bulb in air" (max.) we have not. Permit me to express some surprise 
,[,hat the occupant of the position of meteorologist on this expedition does not come under 
the operation of your strict rule of "official courtesy," a; respect for which, in all trans
actions, you requested with so mnch emphasis a little while ago. The contemptuous 
disregard tor my personal feeling &~ [1 member of the expedition exhibited in several 
ways and from time to time by yourself and your fellow-officers I can well afford to pass 
.as unworthy of notice, but in my capacity as an employe of Mr. Bennett, and a recog
nized entity of the official personnel of the expedition by the Hon. the Secretary of the 
Navy, I regard every act of discourtesy, official and personal, as an infringement on my 
rights, expressed or implied, by the fact of myappointment. 

As a new year of work is about to begin for me, it is of vital importance to me, in 
many ways, that I should understand the position I am to occupy in relation to that 
work, to you and to the other gentlemen associated with you. I have been aware from 
the commencement that the standing you were willing to accord any civilian appointed 
to take part in the scientific work of the expedition as "a mere accessory," tQ use the ex
pression you employed to the reporter of the Washington "Post" in April, 1879, when 
interviewed by him. This was the way in which you endeavored to give pla.ce to the 
statement that all scientific work required would be done by the officers of the Navy. 
Mr. Bennett, when asked about this, said you must have been mis-"repoTteci. Mr. Con
nery remarked wit,h some indignation that you neyer used such language. On these as
surances from gentlemen who knew you, as they helieved, I decided to come on the expe
dition, fully expecting to feel at home with a number of men who were said to be incapa
ble of selfishness and injustice. 

'When at San Francisco it was easy for you to tell me that you intended to do thus 
and so regarding the particular work I was sent to do, and which carne under the gen
eral head of physics. A competent man woo employed to take charge of the collection, 
&c., of natural history and ethnological specimens. I was introduced hy yourself and 
{)thel's of the officers to people in San Francisco as a person specially devoted to researches 
in physical science for the expedition. At the Academy of Sciences I made some ram-
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bUng remarks, which I based on the supposition that I was something more than a "mere 
aecessory." Nothing in your conversation gave me any grounds fOl'believinO' otherwise 
a~though lOU had ample opportunity to enlighten me, until during a gene:'al conversa~ 
tlOn held 10 your room~ at t~e Pahce Hotel, in the course of which" interviewing" by 
reporters came· up for dlscusslOn, you endorsed a lady's statement that the "'Washington 
Post" interview was most faithfully and accurately reported, and that your very words 

. were used, although the reporter did not appear to take any notes. In a moment I saw 
I was in a trap. Not one set by you, for you did not want :mybody bnt Navy people 
with you, as your manner of acting plainly showed from the start, aye; from the first 
day I met you at the Herald Office. The trap was set by circumstances which will de
ceive any ma.n ~ho, t:usting uureservedly to the good nature of others, devotes himself 
to an enterprIse 10 whlCh he hopes for honor or profit, or both. I hoped for honor in com
ing to the Arctic and also profitable information. I volunteered to come, leaving behind 
me a happy home, kind and true friends and companions, 'lnd many of the things that 
make life worth living. I voluuteered on what was. believed to be an enterprise full of 
danger, and hereiu'lies the big tooth of the trap. I conld not under any circumstances, 
for any cause almost, retreat from my post without incurring the slnr of cowardice, which 
yon know would be only too readily cast on anyone who backed out at the last moment. 
Although I foresaw from the st.art that I was betrayed into a false position by my incon
siderate acceptance of assurances, given almost without consideration, that I would not 
be treated as a "mere accessory," I could not retreat. Had you told me the day before 
we sailed that I was to live in the forecastle, and have the work of an ordinary seaman, 
if I could do it, instead of being treated as a member of the cabin mess, I doubt if I could 
have gone back. You had and have it in YOllr power to heap or permit to be heaped 
any amount of disrespect on me, socially or officially, and I was and am as a man with 
his hands tied. Under the circumstances I cannot retaliate; I can only resent by silence. 
Three several times you have threatened me with an exaction of obedience, "ifit took 
every man on the ship," in the discussion of purely suppositious cases of discipline. 
When I laid before you the facts of one or two cases in which I felt aggrieved by others, 
you became at once the apologist of one party and did not wish to hear anything about 
tbe other. Lately things have been going on rushingly. In my official capacity I am to 
ipfer by the withdrawal of several instruments from time to time that I have either neg
kcted or do not possess the ability to use them. First, the magnetic instruments, one 

rbyone; then photographic apparatus, which was specially l?iven in my charge and to 
which all had free access by the exercise of your important' official courtesy." Then I 
was ordered to have four i'lix's thermometers ready for use. I got these ready, and re
quested of you that when they were to be used I would be present, as fixing them was a 
slow and diffie-ult joh. You sai,1. "Certainly, Mr. Collins." But in some time after, 
and long after, you .,,<I,e me through Mr. C'hipp to understand that the deep-water test" 
snspended last [",n hI' V<)ll]' order, woul,] be n·'I.11Il<,d. You told me to turn over to YOli 

the salinometer. &c., as Y("l wanted to make some ("pcriment~ with the sea water. I 
found next day tha.t YOll had resumed the w:J.i'er t.(',-d, and t.hat I wa,~ wholly ign~red in 
connection with them, n<l(.\\'ith.,Lmding V,)" r .. CerL",inly, :VIr. Collins." I was dll'ected 
to give Dr. Amhler the ]),,,'''',,, h\~"f',;",·ter. which I did. I don't believe he h~ used 
it since. No such explallfttion "lleh as a kindly courtesy would sug;~e"t. has heen ~lVen to 
me, no more than if I was a lamp-trimmer in the fire-room. Yet It I wanted a lIttle hot 
water to make tea for my luxurious breakfast during the midwatch, official court.~y de
mands that I must go to Mr. Melville about it. Don't yo~ suppo~e I ~m as senSItIve as 
yourself or Melville or anybody else when I am treated WIth offiClal dlSCOl1l'tesy? You 
think you can do with me as you please now, and laugh at the future. You are mak
ing a mistake common to men of your disposition and hahits of self-complacency. 

A true copy. 
SAM, C. LEM:L Y, 

Master U. S. Navy & Judge Advoca.te. 

EXHIBIT H S. 

ARCTIC STEAMER JEANETTE, 
Beset and drifting in the pack. 

ARCTIC OCEAN, adober 30th, 1880. 
ORDER. 

For the purpose of correcting a seeming misunderstanding ~n r~ganl to reports in con
nection with leaving the ship and returning on board, attentlOn IS called to the follow-

in~aval Regnlations require all officers junior in rank to the executive to report to hill' 
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their leave to be absent from the ship, and also their return on board. My verbal order 
directing all other members of the cabin mess t? obtain my pel:mission to leave. the im
mediate vicinity of the vessel and to report theIr return to me IS not to be consIdered as 
dispensing with reports to the executive of such permission and return, and these reporW 
consequently are hereafter to be made. 

Very respectfully, 

A true copy. 

GEORGE W. DE LONG, 
Lieldel/ant U. S. Navy, Commanding. 

SAM. C. LEMLY, 
Mastm' U. S. Navy 4' Judge Advocate. 

EXHIBIT ST. 

ARCTIC STEAMER JEANNETTE, 
Beset and drifting in the pack. 

MEMORANDUM. 

DECEMBER 2nd, 1880. 

The following is the statement of an occurrence this day, in which Mr. Collins treated 
me with such disrespect as to cause me to relieve him from all duty in the ship, and to
inform him that upon the return of the vessel to the Ul)ited States I would report him to 
the Secretary of the Navy. My order in relation to daily exercise requires everybody 
(except sick and the man on watch) to leave the ship at eleven a. m., and remain out of" 
her on the ice until 1 p. m.; of course it has been understood that Mr. Collins should 
come on board at noon to make and record in the slate the meteorological observations 
for that hour, but I have observed on several occasions of late that he seemed to remain 
on board much longer than such duty required. I 

I had considerable trouble last winter in getting Mr. Collins to comply with the order 
in regard to daily exercise, his delay in getting out of bed, his requiring time for his 
breakfast, when up and dressed, &c., making it 11.30 a. m. before he made his appear
ance on the ice. I pointed out to him then his failure to obey my order, remonstrated 
with him on his repeating the offense, insisted on my order being obeyed, and finally 
secured a literal compliance with it, although, as he informed me, he had his own opin
ion of the wisdom or necessity for such an order, or words to that effect. 

To-day, at 12.10 p. m., I went into the cabin to see why he remained so long, and a.t 
the same time to close my air-port, and found he had removed his coat, had lighted and 
was smoking his pipe, and while writing in the port chart room was carrying on a con
versation with Mr. Danenhower. I said nothing, and returned to the ice. At 12.20 p. 
m., as he had not yet come out, I went again to the cabin, and found him at the stove 
adjusting his gloves and continuing the conversation before referred to. The following: 
is the substance of an ensuing talk: 

I asked Mr. Collins, "Has it required all this time to make and record the 12 o'clock 
observations?' , 

He replied "Well, sir, I hardly know the meaning of your question." 
I said" The meaning of my question is this: Is it necessary for you, in order to make 

and record the 12 o'clock observations, to remove your coat, light your pipe, engage in 
conversation with Mr. Danenhower, and remain in the cabin until 12.20 p. m.?" 

He answered, curtly, "Well, perhaps I might have done it quicker, but I did not 
know my minutes were QOlmted for me." 

I ~aid, in substance, "I have seen fit to issue an order that everybody should go on 
the ICe from 11 to 1, and your coming in the cabin and remaining until 12.20 is a viola
tiOl~ of my order that I will neither submit to nor permit you to continue. I have 
notICed for several days that you were longer than necessary in taking the noon obser
vations, and to-day I satisfied myself on the subject" 

He replied. "Oh, very well; if yon are satisfied, of course I have nothing to say; I 
was not aware (or "I did not know") it was necessary to follow me up." 

I asked, "What do you mean by that ?" 
He said, "I mean that in taking me to task as you do you are doinO" me a great in-

justice." ,,, 
I said, "As this II?-atter has gone so far, it must go further. Be good enough to re

move you.r ?oat. and SIt down." When ~eated I continued, "Mr. Collins, a representation 
to me of mJustice has only to be made m proper language to secure you all the justice 
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you want. But I do not like y:our manner or bearing in talking with me. You seem 
to assu,me that you are to r~celve no correction, direction, or dictation from me; that 
your VieW of an occurrence IS always to be taken' and that if I differ from you it is my 
misfortune, but of no importance to the result. ' , ' 

He commencedl "I c.'],me here supposing--" 
I interrupted, 'Never mind that part of it. You are here in fact and we will deal 

with the fact." , , 
He resumed, "I do not like the tone or manner in which you speak to me and the 

way in which I am taken to task." , 
I replied, "I have a perfect right to say what I say to you." 
H~ sai~, "1,~knowledge only. the rights given y~u by Naval Regulations." 
I mqmredl Do you mean to Imply that I am domg contrary to Naval Regulations 9" 
He said, ' I mean to say that yon have no right to talk to me as you do." . 
I replied, "You should not have disobeyed my orders" (1). 
He said, "I will not admit such an assertion. I have always carried out your in

structions" (2). 
I in.quired, "po you undertake to contradict me, Mr. Collins, and to say that I am 

assertmg what IS not so?" 
He replied, (3) "I mean to say, my dearsil-, that I have not disobeyed (or "violated") 

your order" (4). 
I said, "But, Mr. Collins, I say you have disobeyed (or "violated") my order" (5). 
He promptly and emphatically replied, "I say I have not" (6). 
I said, "Great allowance has been made for your iguorance of Naval Regulations, 

your position in the ship, and your being so situated for the first time. But you must 
remember that the commanding officer is to be spoken to in a respectful manner and 
with respectful language, and you do not seem to attend to either particular." 

He replied, "I t,reat the commanding officer of this ship with all the respect due to 
bim as the head of the expedition, but when he charges me with violating an order (7) 
I say I have not" (8). 

I said, "Do you suppose you will be permitted to talk to me in that mlY? Are you 
beside yourself? " 

He replied, "Not at all. I am perfectly calm and collected, and know what I say." 
I said, "And yon contradict me flatly in that way? Have yon lost your senses?" 
He replied, "No, I have not lost my senses; I know what I say." 
I went on, "When I say that by remaining in the cabin as you did to-day you vio

lated my orders, you continue to contradict me." 
He answered, "When you say (9) I have violated an order, I say I have not." 
I then rose, saying, "That is quite enough. Circumstanced as we are, the matter 

cannot be conveniently delt with here; but upon the return of the vessel to the United 
States, or her reaching some point of communication, I shall report you to the Secretary 
of the Navy. Meanwhile you will perform no duty in the ship beyond completing the 
work called for in my written order of September first." 

Throughout the whole inteniew Mr. Collins was curt, contemptuous, and disrespect
ful in both language and bearing, the manner of his answering being more offensive 
even than the words used. Instead of making suitable replies to my questions, and 
proper explanations of the violation of my order, he arraigned me for the manner in 
which the questions were put, and contradicted me flatly when I said he had violated 
my order (10). 

Mr. Danenhower, who left the cahin at my first question, was in his room, necessarily 
in a position to hear the conversation and I notified him that I should refer to him as a 
witness. He volunteered his willingness to have a written statement of the occurrence 
made for his signature, while it was fresh in ~is n~emory, and I therefore requeste~ 
Lieut. Chipp to 'write such a statement from chctatIOn, as Mr. Danenhower's eyes ot 
course prevented him from doing so himself. 

GEORGE W. DE LONG, 
Lieu.t. U. S. Navy, Cornmanding. 

DECE~iBER 4th, 1880. 
Upon reflection and recallinO' as far as possible what was said, I have to make the fol

lowing additions to the foregoi~g memorandnm in the places designated by the Nos. 1, 
2, 3, &c. As to the exactness of the places I am not certain, and th.ere may be some 
little doubt as to the sequence of the words. But as to ~he language bemg employed (or 
similar terms so closely allied as not to a.ffect the me''1111ng by the smallest tl'1fle), I am 
absolutely certain. . . . . 

(1). "I consider that by coming mto the cabI.n as ~ou did to-day, removmg your coat, 
lighting your pipe, and carrying ~n a con-:ersatIOn WIth lVIr .. Danell?ower, you too~ a~~ 
vlIntage of the 12 o'clock observatIOns to dIsregard my order m relatIOn to the exerCise. 

H. Ex. 108-21 
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(2.) "And when you say I took advantage of the 12 o'clock observations to disregard 
your order I say it is not 80." 

(3.) "Wait a moment; I will not have you put words in my mouth." 
4. "And when you say I take (or "took") advantage of the 12 0' clock observations to 

disregard your order, I say it is not so." 
(5.) "And that your remaining in the cabin as you did to-day is taking advantage of 

the 12 o'clock observation to disregard my order." 
6. This should read, "And I sa.y it is not." . . . 
(7.) Or "taking advantage of the 12 o'clock observatIOns to dISregard It." 
(8.) This should read, "I say it is not so." .. . 
(9.) This should read, "And I say I have not," (10) or rather when I saId hIS remam-

ing in the cabin in the manner he did this morning was taking advantage of the 12 
o'clock observations to disregard my order. ' 

A true copy. 

GEORGE W. DE LONG, 
Lieutenant Commanding. 

SAM. C. LEMLY, 
Master U. S. Navy <t Judge Advooate. 

EXHIBIT T U. 

U. S. ARCTIC STEAMER JEANNETTE, 
Lat. N. 75° 15/ , long. E. 171° 36/. 

ARCTIC OCEAN, March 20th, 1881. 
Hon. SECRETARY OF THE NAVY, 

Washi1lgton, D. C.: 
SIR: I have to report to yQU Mr. Jerome J. Collins, shipped as seaman U. S. Navy, 

in accordance with the suggestion of your predecessor, attached to this vessel, and for 
the purpose of an Arctic expedition, known and by me entittled Meteorologist, for dis
respectful language and deportment, and insubordinate conduct while in the Arctic 
Oceap, in this vessel under my command. Upon the disappearance of the sun on the 
16th day of November, 1879, I judged it wise and proper, as conducive to health, to re
quire every officer and man not on the sick-list, and excepting the seaman in charge of 
the deck, to leave the ship for the purpose of exercise on the ice, by walking or other
wise, from 11 a. m. to 1 p. m. daily, so long as the temperature was above 30° Fahren
heit, unless stormy weather or other sufficient circumstance caused me to suspend the 
enforced exercise for a day. This was enforced until the reappearance of the sun on the 
25th day of January, 1880, and again during our second winter in the ice, while thesuu 
was absent, from November 6, 1880, to the 5th day of February, 1881. 

From the earliest date Mr. Collins showed a disposition to disregard this order, and 
attempted to render it inoperative in his case in various ways, such as failing to get out 
of hed in time to leave the ship at 11 a. m., necessitating the sending of some one to his 
room to call him when his absence was remarked, next delaying his appearance, though 
caUed in advance by a servant, upon the ground that he was ready to leave the ship but 
must get something in the shape of breakfast, and finally remaining in the cabin an 
uunecessary time in making and recording the noon meteorological observations. 

At first he was merely reminded by me of his failure to obey my order, and requested 
to be more ca.reful in future; then his continued failure was more seriously commented 
on, and he was made to understand that obedience would be enforced; and finally, after 
long endurance, he was reprimanded for thus repeatedly evading and disregarding my 
order, upon which he beCltme both impertinent and disrespectful, saying that he took 
more exercise than any other person in the ship, that he had his own opinion about the 
wisdom or necessity of my order, and that I spoke to him as I would not dare to speak 
to an officer of the ship. In fine, instead of explaining or offering excuses for his con
duct, expressing his contempt for my regulations and attempting to arraign me for enforc
ing them. Upon the resmnption of the enforced exercise in the second winter, Mr.Col
lins again showed an evasion of and failure to comply with the order in relation thereto, 
by consuming so much time in the cabin to make and record the noon meteorologiclIl 
observations as to considerably shorten his exposure to the open air and daylight during 
the two hours set apart for that purpose. On the 3rd of December 1880 he so jilr dis
obeyed my order as to remain in the cabin until 12. 20 p. m., and me~nwhiie to light lind 
smoke a pipe, do some writing, and carryon a conversation with an officer on the sick
lists then present, until I interrupted him and called for an explanation. Mr. ·Collins lit
tempted to parry my questions, but fa.iling in this assumed a disrespectful and insubor-
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dinate manJ?-er, :'l'nd used disrespectful an.d insubordinate language, saying that he did 
not kno~ hIS mmutes were counted for hIm; that he was not aware it was necessary to 
follow. hIm up; that I was doing. him great injustice; that I had no right to talk to him 
~ I.dId; that he would not admIt my assertions; that he would not have me put words 
m ~l~ mouth; and, finally, when I r~peatedly told him he had disobeyed my order he 
positiyely :'l'nd as. repeatedly contra~l(~ted me, saying" I have not; and when you charge 
me WIth dlSobeymg .an order, I say It IS not so." I called his attention to the fact that 
I must be treated WIth respect, both as to language and deportment and that he failed 
in both particulars; buth~ replied that "he treated me with all the~espect due me, and 
acknowledged only such rIghts as were conferred on me by Naval Regulations' but that 
I had no right to charge him with evafting or disobeying an order' and whe~ I did so 
cbarge him, he would continue to say" it is not so." I asked him if he was beside him
self, and had lost his senses, to thus continue to contradict me, but he assured me that 
he was perfectly calm, and knew what he was about. Upon this I informed him that he 
would be report~d t.o you upon our re~urn to the .united States, or upon reaching some 
port of commulllcatIOn, and that pending such actIOn he could perform no more duty in 
fu~ . 

I would state that many allowances have been made for this gentleman's seeming 
ignorance of the requirements of naval discipline, and great consideration and forbearance 
have been shown him by me in view of his position on board ship. He has been in
formed of his errors and remonstrated with on their repetition, but all to no purpose. He 
has manifested an unwillingness to be directed or controlled, and has resented such action 
so disrespectfully and impertinently as to make ignorance doubly inexcusable. He has 
been treated with consideration due to the commissioned officers, and has been subjected 
to such regulations as govern them. But he complained at having to obtain my permis
sion to leave the ship as a restriction upon the liberty of his movements which he was 
not accustomed to and could not bear; and that in carrying out what he came here to 
perfoTlll such a restriction was very objectionable. When, in order to provide for a con
tinuance of good health and to secure a perfect sanitary condition in our exceptionably 
trying circuUlStances, I ordered the surgeon to make each month such physical examina
tion of officers and men, myself included, as would enable him to report to me in writing 
their condition, Mr. Collins protested against being examined, claiming that he would 
decide for hiUlSelfwhen he wanted medical treatment, and that meanwhile he did not 
propose to submit his person to experiments, orto contribute to medical statistics; though 
upon his error being pointed out, he asked and was permitted to withdraw his letter of 
protest, asserting afterwards that I had announced that these examinations were for ex
perimental purposes. 

This gentleman seemed to assume that regulations were made and orders issued to give 
him personal annoyance and discomfort and that his obedience was exacted because he 
was borne upon the muster-roll as a seaman, and his remarks in connection therewith 
were usually extremely offensive. (It may be unnecessary, but I would here state 
that this gentleman was never spoken of or referred to in any way as a seaman; that 
he lived and messed with me in the cabin, as did the officers of the Navy; that he had 
a room assigned him in the ward room, and that in every manner he received from 
the crew the respect paid to an officer.) He complained that he was not considered head 
of adeJlartment, and, until corrected, added the title of ." scientific obs~rver" to the 
name 'meteorologist," by which he was known and deslgnated-ass~mmg generally 
such an independence of authority and control as could not be tolerated 111 any vessel be-
10ngiIlg to the Navy of the United States. . 

Situated as we were drifting about in the ice, and liable at any moment to a dIsaster 
involving abandonmedt of the ship, suitable punishmen~ for this gentlem~n's. offenses 
was neither prudent nor advisable. Any adequate pUlllshment, whether mfhcted by 
my order or in pursuance of the sentence of a ~ummaI7 court-mltrtial, WOUld. have 
necessitated a confinement of greater or less. duratIOJ?-, WhICh ,,:o;lld ha;,e been seno~sly 
detrimental to health. I had already suffiClent anXIety and dIfficulty lU cOlltemplatmg 
the possible dragging of one officer on a sled several hundr.ed ~iles, the doubt of seve~al 
others being strong enough to stand the exposure and t~e l?lm111ence of da,nger and ~lS
aster extending then over fifteen months, and ~ was not 111cl111ecl to fnrther add to the 111-
valid list and further diminish my already CrIppled resources. So long as no overt act 
of violent insubordination presented itself my only remedy se~med to report t!le facts upon 
my return to the United States, and to ask that they reCeive such attentIOn as to you 
appears right and proper. 

Very respectfnlly, 
GEORGE W. DE LONG, 

Lieutenant U. S. Na.!'y, Conwlauding. 
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The foregoino'is a rouo-h draft of a report to be made byrne upon my return to the United 
States. In th: event of any accident to me I desire this paper, as it is, shall be forwarded 
to the Navy Department,. 

~ true copy. 

To SECRETARY OF THE NAYY, 
Washington: 

GEORGE W. DE LONG, 
Lie1tt. Commanding. 

SAM. C. LEMLY, 
Master U. S. NaL'Y and Judge Adrocate. 

EXHIBIT UV. 
IRKUTSK, Jan'y 18, 1883. 

KIRIUSK, J(tnuary 5. 

Aniguin died, two a. m. Small-pox. I await mail from Irkutsk. Party well. 
HUNT. 

A true copy. 
SAM. C. LEMLY, 

Mastel' U. S. Navy ~ Judge Advocate. 

EXHIBIT A 1. 
NAYY DEPART)lENT, 

Washington, March 29,1883. 
SIR: The court of inquiry, of which you are president, will reassemble at the Navy 

'Department at 12 o'clock m., on Friday, the 30th inst., for the purpose of completing 
the investigation of the circumst,ances of the loss in the Arctic seas of the exploring 
steamer Jeanette, and the death of Lieutenant-Commander De Long and others of her 
officers and men, &c., and will proceed with the examination of the snrvivors of that 
vessel who have recently returned from Siberia" and who will be directed to report to 
you upon their arrival in Washington. 

At the conclusion of the examination of the witnesses referred to, the court will re
port to the Department its further proceedings, with the testimony taken, and such 
modifications, if any, of the conclnsions reported in its finding, 12th of February last, 
as may apppar to be required by tbe evidence adduced. 

Very respect.fully, 

Commodore \VM. G. TEMPLE, U. S. N., 

WM. E. CHANDLER, 
Secretary of the Nat'Y. 

pj'esidenf Court of Inquiry, Navy Depm'tment, 
H'a8hington, D. C. 

EXHIBIT 1 B. 

NAVY DEPARTM}}NT, 
Washington, Mal'ch 29th, 1883. 

'SIR: Captain Joseph N. Miller, U. S. Navy, has been relieved from duty as a mem
ber of the court of inquiry of which yon are president. 

Ve.ry 1'( spectfully, 

Commodore W~1. G. TEMPLE, U. S. N., 

WM, E. CHANDLER, 
Becretm'y of the Navy. 

Pt'esident COl/1'! of Inquit·y, Na,vy Department, 
Washington, D. C. 
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EXHIBIT 1 C. 
NAVY DEPARTMENT, 

Wa8hi'ngtorl, Mal'eh 27, 1883. 
SIR: Lieutenant Richard Wainwright, U. s. N., has been appointed judge advo

cate oithe court of iuquiry of which you are president in place of Master Samuel C. 
Lemly, relieved, and he has been ordered to report to you on Thursdav, the 29th 
instant, for that dut,y. " 

Very respectfully, 

Commodore W~L G. TEMPLE, U. S. N., 
PreBident Court of Inqltiry, Navy Department. 

EXHIBIT 1 D. 

WM. E. CHANDLER, 
Secretal'y of the Navy. 

NAVY DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, Ma.reh 27, 1883. 

SIR: You are hereby appointed judge-advocate of the court of inquiry of which 
Commodore vVm. G. Temple is president, and you will report to him at the Navy De
partment on Thursday, the 29th instant, for that duty. 

This employment on shore duty is required by the public iuterests, and such service 
will continue until May 15th, 18tl3, unless it is otherwise ordered. 

Very respectfully, 
WM. E. CHANDLER, 

Secretary of the Navy. 
Lieutenant RICHARD vV AINWRIGI-IT, U. S. N., 

Bureau of Na'L'igation, Navy Department. 

}<'orwarded. 
J. G. WALKER, 

Chief of BI!reau. 
Reported March 29th, 1883. 

WM. G. TEMPLE, 
Commodore, U. S. N., and Pl'csident of the Gourt. 

Received 'fhursday, March 29, 188:J. 

EXHIBIT 1 E. 

MINNEAPOLIS, MINN" April 2, 1883. 
JUDGE-ADVOCATE, JEANNETTE COURT, 

Navy Dept., Washington, D. C.: 
Have received no notification of Bartlett's coming examiuation. Have mailed a 

list of questions. Please adjourn examination until recei ved, We insist on a full op
portunity to examine witness. Answer. 

D. F. COLLINS, M. D. 

A true copy. 
RICHARD WAINWRIGHT, 

Lieutenant, U. S. Navy, and Judge-Adllocate. 



APPENDIX II. 

ROUGH DRAFT OF LIEUTENANT-COMMANDER GEORGE W. 
DE J.JONG'S REPORT TO THE HONORABLE SECRETARY OF 
THE NAVY. 

[FUOM AUGUST 26, 1879, TO DECEMBER 31, 1880.J 

Hon. SECUETARY OF THE NAVY, 
Wa8hington, D. C.: 

SIR: I have the honor to submit a detailed report of the Arctic expedition under my 
-command. At the date of my last communication to the Department, August 26th, 1879, 
we were at St. Lawrence Bay, Siberia, expecting to sail the next day. . In that commu
nication, I had given information of the proceedings of the ship to that time, and also had 
transmitted the intelligence received from the natives of St. Lawrence Bay in regard to 
the arrival there in June of a vessel, which hatil wintered in Koliutchin Bay and whieh 
I believed corresponded t{) some extent with the description of the Vega, Prof. Nordensk
jold's ship. Not feeling perfectly satisfied, however, and unwilling to leave the slightest 
doubt in connection with the missing ship, I informed the Department that I should 
proceed wit,h the Jeannette to Koliutchin Bay, via Cape Serdz Kamen. 

At 7.35 p. Ill., August 27th, we got under way, and stood out of St. Lawrence Bay, 
towing the chartered schooner Fannie A. Hyde to an offing, parting company with her 
at 9.30 p. m., and while she bore away to the Se1. on her return to San Francisco 
we headed up for Behring's Strait. "Ve passed through the strait at noon on the 28t,h 
against a strong wind, which would have neutralized any moderate surface current, if 
any had existed, setting north, though our water temperatures, taken hourly from Ouna
laska onward, had failed to show any such current north of the Aleutian Islands. We 
arrived at Serdze Kamen on August 29th, having no difficulty in recognizing the place 
by a curious formation in the cliffs on the east side of the bay, which formation resemble a 
cloven heart, and from which the place takes its name. Groups of skin tents were ob
served on the east and south sides of the bay, of which Cape Serdze Kamen is the north
east headland, and the ship was anchored at 5 p. m. as near to the south shore as was 
prudent. The bay has a general north and south direction, is about 4 miles in depth, 
and 7 miles in width at its entrance; is marked by prominent rocky cliffs on either hand, 
of which the one called Serdze Kamen is sufficiently distinguished by the resemblance 
before mentioned, and terminates at a sandy beach, back of which stands a native village 
of perhaps a dozen tents. The bottom, as we sounded steadily on the way in, is hard, 
sandy, and frequently rocky, and shoals rapidly to 8.} fathoms at a mile from the south 
beach. At the date of our visit, the entire bay was fringed with an ice foot of old forma
tion, broken blocks of which bobbed around in the swell caused by a stiff inblowing breeze, 
and made a surf seemingly impassable. 

After waiting a short time, to see if our arrival would induce the natives to visit us, 
and none seeming disposed to come through the surf and broken ice, a whale-boat was 
manned, and, accompanied by several officers and the Alaskans as interpreters, I attempted 
to land. After pulling around for a half hour or more, seeking in vain for a place to get 
the boat through, the natives on shore shouting all kinds of unintelligible directions to 
us, we observed a party trying to carry out and launch a skin boat (or baidera). With 
much labor they succeeded, but on coming out to us we were unable to make each under-' 
stand the other, although we tried our Alaskans to their utmost. Hoping to get some 
information by signs, we induced the natives to accompany us to the ship. The chief 
was of the pll,rty, and seated imposingly in the centre of the baidera, wearing a bright 
red tlmic and a decorated cloth cap, is~ued his orders to his paddlers in grand style. 
Upon arriving on board ship nothing could make this chief or his people understand what 
we wanted to know; and after an hour's effort, backed by charts and various pantomimic 
essays, the matter had to be abandoned for the night, and the natives invited to depart. 
The chief seemed to be conversant with the amenities of life, for he mildly inquired 
"Schnapps?" and shook his head sadly when none were forthcoming. . 

The following morning at 3 o'clock I sent Lieut. Chipp in charge of a boat to make an 
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~ffort ~ land a:t;'d seek for some on~ ~o whom our wants might be made known. He suc
ceeded rn reachmg t~e shore and VIsIted the chief, who, by a happy inspiration, had an 
old woman b;rought m who sp?ke a language ,:,hich he (the chief) knew nothing about, 
an~ hen?e mIght be a general mterpreter. ThIs woman was originally of King's Island, 
or Its n~lghb?r~ood! and our Alaskan, Alexy, could make out enough of her meaning to 
convey mtelhglble Ideas to us. The story heard in St. Lawrence Bay was repeated sub
sta~tially: ~he steamer had stopped in there one day and then gone home. The name 
of HOSpIS~. was as frequently mentioned as in St. Lawrence Bay, and no other name 
seeI?ed f~mlhar. The ,,:"oman added that the ship stayed all winter on the east side of 
Kolmtchrn Bay, had bUllt a house (an observatory), which she took down and carded 
away when she left. 

Had Prof. Nordenskj61d left any kind of written paper at St. Lawrence Bay or at this 
plac~ there would h.ave ~een no doubt as to ~is movements "nd safety, but as he knew 
not~rng of the an.Xle~y m Europe and An~el'lca on his account, his not doing so is ex
plamed; but kee~m~ m r?membrance that if he had passed south three months previous, 
as stated, news 01 h18 arrn'al at some port ought to have reached the United States be
fore our saili~!1 on July 8th; .that, strictly. speakin~, the native stories would apply to 
an~ stea:ner, if not to any ShIP; that our mformatIOn was obtained in very crude and 
~lly mlStake~ lang~age; a~d, beyond. all,. that. if a mis~ake had been made it might 
mvolve a questIOn of~lfe; I dId not feel JustIfied m assummg that further proof was un
necessary, and I deCIded, therefore, to proceed further to the westward to Koliutchin 
Bay. 

In order that there should remain no doubt of our having visited Cape Serdze Kamen 
I had drawn up a notice adclressed to the captain of any arriving ship describing the 
nature of the information received, and requesting that it be transmitted to the Depart
ment; and I gave the chief a sailor cap with the ship's name in gilt lettel's on the ribbon, 
which cap I knew he would be sufficiently proud of to display to all strangers; and that 
there might be no question of the manner in which he had come in possession, I caused 
a notice describing our visit to be written amI securely pasted inside of the cap, and 
succeeded in impressing him with the importance of exhibiting it to any arriving vessel. 
These measures taken, we got under way at 6 a. m., August 30th. 

Arriving at the meridian of Koliutchin Bay at 5 a. m., August 31st, we here sighted a 
point of land which we supposed to be at the entrance of the bay proper, aniJIa low beach 
lfeyond it to the southward. Heavy pack ice clung to the land and extended to the 
nort,hward for a distance of five miles, and as far to the eastward and westward as the 
eye could reach. A small funnel-shaped opening seemed to present a means of getting 
nearer the beach, and as the chart showed a river emptying into Kalintchin Bay I as
sumed that this funnel-shaped opening in the ice might be caused by the discharging 
waters of this river, and consequently steamed into it. 

The imperfect charts and meagre sailing directions for this part of the world make 
n'avigation a very groping and uncertain business. Places are sought for that are sup
posed to be peopled. The skin lodges of the native settlements, however, are so small 
and so nearly resemble in color the land behind them, that they cannot pedistinguished 
a little distance from the shore, while the uncertainty of the positions assigned by the 
charts and the generally unknown condition of depths and bottom, added to the presence 
of drifting ice, make a near approach exceedingly difficult and dangerons. On this oc-

, casion we were frequently troubled with snow squalls, which hid everything completely 
from our view. By 7 a. m. we had penetrated the ice sufficiently far to observe from 
the crow's-nest some houses (?) on the eastern shore of the bay, and at 8 a. m. having car
ried the ship as close as the ice would permit, Lieut. ChipP was dispatched with a boat 
to thread his way into the beach, This was a tedious and difJ:icult operati~n, but vy-as 
finally accomplished by alternately poleing the boat and draggmg her over mtervenmg 
floes. At 1 p. m. Lieut. Chipp returned with the boat and l?~ought wit~l him the fi:-st 
unmistakeable evidences we had received of the Vega's pOSItIOn last wmter. The m
terview with the natives was carried on entirely by signs, English heing of no 'avail, and 
our Alaskan hunter haying no more comprehension of th.e langm~ge of the n.ati'ves here 
than they had of his own. Going through the houses, LIeut. Ch~pp saw varIOUS photo
graphs, colored pictures of birds, and loose scraps of notes relatmg; to natural hIstOry, 
which were undoubtedly distributed by the officers of the V:ega d~rJ?g her stay or upon 
leaving. These, as irell as some empty meat cans, the natIves wlllmgly e~change~ for 
Mr. Chipp's lmiformbuttons, which he cutoff and used as.currencyas occaslOnrequu;ed. 
The clearest evidence obtained was in the shape of three umform buttons, of the Swed18h, 
Danish, and Russian navy respectively; for there had been no other ship than the Vega 
carrying officers of these three nations to this part o~ the world. . . 

By this time the natives had become impressed wl~h the fact that our YISlt ~Iad some
thing to do with another ship, and they led Mr. ChlPP to a spot ahout 2 mIles to the 
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S. W. of their settlement, making it understood that a ship had remained there all winter, 
and had sailed to the eastward two or three months before. 

Upon the return of the boat we steamed out from among the loose .ice, and in four 
hours reached water, enabling us to shape a course. 

We were now fairly at the beginning of our Arctic work, and the lateness of the sea
son made it extremely questionable whether or not we had any chance of accomplishirig 
anything before the winter set in. The length of the voyage to Ounalashka from San 
Francisco with our deeply laden ship, the delay incident to the arrival of the chartered. 
schooner at St. Michael's and transfer of her cargo, and the subsequent various calls 
along the Siberian coast in search of reliable tidings of Professor Nardenskjiild had con
sumed so much thne that we could have no choice of starting points or trails in variol/.S 
directions in quest of the most promising route. As the commander of the Polar exp~
dition, my chief desire was to get north, and I had already come so/ar to the westvyard 
in carrying out the Department's orders that the sooner I started m a northerly dIrec
tion seemed the better for the object in view. Additional time would be lost were I to 
attempt to get a more easterly position before heading to the northward, particularlyai 
from the experience of American whalers and the ships of the English Franklin relief 
expedition there was nothing to indicate thp,re a better chance of progress. On the 
other hand, we were within 220 miles of "Trangel Vtnd, which, though seen, had never 
been landed on, and which, after the sighting of land even farther north by Capt. Kel· 
lett, in H. M. S. Herald, in 1849, had been assumed by some geographers to be a con· 
tinent, or at least an extensive archipelago, and by others to be a second Greenland, if 
not even the continuation of the original across the Pole. 

With a new land so near us offering a chance of exploration, and a winter harbor from 
which a higher latitude might be attained by sledges, and perhaps presenting what was 
naturally to be expected, land-water along its eastern coast, in which case a good north· 
ing might be made by the ship herself before any exploration or sledge journey mighf 
be undertaken, I concluded that I was exercising good judgment in considering thl\t 
land as a kind of support for the first winter's campaign, and I accordingly shaped it 
course N. xW. true, proceeding with all speed. From 1 p. m., August 31st, to 8 a. m., 
September 30th, we therefore proceeded to the northward, inclining a little to the west· 
ward when circumstances would permit, going through occasional loose streams of ice, 
and at other times skirting the edge of the pack. At the last-named time we had reached 
a point lat. 70° 30' N., long. 174° 30' W. (about 90 miles E. x S. true) of Cape Hawai~ 
the eastern extremity of 'Vrangel's Land, and had no open water in sight, except to the 
SE. and S. A promising looking lead in the pack to the NW. was entered and followed 
until 3 p. m., when, a thick fog preventing farther progress, the ship was anchored to ~ 
convenient floe, where we remained until the next day, taking advantage of the fog lift
ing for an hour to advauce a few miles furt.her north. 

Before the weather became sufficiently clear to proceed, on the 4th of September we 
had an opportunity of observing the kind of ice surrounding us. The pack seemed to 
h~ve a uniform thickness of 7 feet (2 feet being above the water), while thickly studdeq 
WIth hummocks 6 and 7 feet in height. This would give an average thickness to the 
whole mass of 13 or 14 feet. New ice formed around us during the night of the 3d-4th,; 
of k inch in thickness, the temperature of the air as shown by the deck thermomete~ 
having stood at 29° Fah. up to 8 a. m. 

At 2 p. m., S~l?t. 4th, the fog clearing up, we again got under way and worked to th~ 
northward, avaIllllg ourselves of any narrow lane which offered itself to make any rna. 
terial advance; but being soon confronted by impenetrable ice we were forced to bear 
awa:f to the eastward again, an~ fight our way to the edge of the pack. At 4.30 p. m. 
we SIghted Herald Island, bearlllg WNW. true and accordinO' to our reckoning about 
40 miles distant. 'b . 

At this point, lat. 71° 10', long. 174° W., we had ice to the westward of us and to 
the northward as well, the latter stretching east as far as eye could reach from o~r mast. 
heads. Tw:o hundred and forty miles had been accomplished from Koliutchin Bay, on 
a, course a lIttle to the eastward of north, and we found ourselves at what seemed to be 
the edge of a solid ice barrier, no lane or opening appearing of any kind in it. The ice 
to th.e westwar~ seemed to offer better chances for penetration, one very likelY-lOOkin~ .. 
openlllg attractmg our attention before nightfall. Believing, as I did, that the b 
chance for an advance would be by land-water extendinO' alonO' the eastern coast 0 

Wran~el's Land, and hoping that this promising lead to the w~tward would conducl 
~s to It, I co:t;Icluded to enter it as soon as there was sufficient daylight the next mon~ 
mg. The ShIp was accordingly hove to for the night and at 4 a. m. September 5tb 
we again steamed int~ the ice pacl~ on a general WNW. course, true.' For nearly fiV: 
hours;ye proceed~d wIth.out g.reat dIfficul~y (though at times we were plowing throug~ 
young Ice of two mches m thIckness, whIch was sufficiently touO'h to offer considerabTe 

b , 
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resistance and score our doubling in many places) and were then brought up by the 
solid floe of 10 or 15 feet thickness. ' 

Just pr~vi.ous to securing the ship to the floe with an ice anchor, and subsequently 
al~o, we dls~mctly saw land to the WNW. and SW. of Herald Island. I was at first in
?hne~ to thmk that we were deceh:ed by mirage, or by some distortion by refraction of 
lCe hills, but as the w~ther was bnght and clear, our horizon perfectly defined, and the 
land.to the SW; was In tJ:e fo~m of sugar-loaf, Ifnow-topped mountains, I am convinced 
that.lt really eXlSt~d. OfIts dlStance, however, we could form no idea. We had found 
lookmg across the Ice to be a wonderful disturbance to the cOlTectness of estimated dis
~ances. We h~d ~umed Herald Island to be originally 40 miles distant in the morn
mg, and yet, havu;tg steamed 20 miles towa,rd it, it seemed to us as distant as ever. On 
the same terUlS thiS other land might have been estimated at from 50 to 70 miles dis
tant, or from 30 to 50 ~iles beyond Herald. Island. This will serve to verify the report, 
by Capt. ~ellett of havmg seen such land 111 1849, while cruising here in H. M. S. Her
ald, ~nd Will account for a portIOn o~ the Kellett Land marked on English charts, the 
remamder, as our subsequent ~xpenence prov~d, having no existence. At that time, 
how~ver, I hoped we we~'e destmed to reach thiS land. Though our lead had abruptly 
termmated at a wltll. of Ice, the surface of the floes was cut up here and there by ponds. 
and small l~k.es, whICh any ~ovement of ~,he ice might unite into a lane of navigable 
water. Waltmg, therefore, With what patience we had we succeeded durino' the after
no?n.in advancing anoth~r mile or two, and w~ worked away for three hOl~rs through 
thll~. Ice, and between slIghtly separated floe pieces, and finally secured the ship with 
an Ice anchor at 4 p. m. 

The next morning, September 6th, we had nothing but ice insight, being to all appear
ance as firmly lodged within it as if we had been cast into it in the same mould. The 
temperature of the air had ranged between 23° and 25° Fahrenheit from midnight to 9, 
a. m., and all the small lanes and ponds in our neighborhood had become frozen over, 
while a thick fog prevented us from seeing any distance beyond. 

At 1 p. m. the weather cleared, and we saw a chance to make a mile or so nearer to 
Herald Island, which we at once availed ourselves of, by twisting in and around all sorts 
of corners, ramming moderate obstructions, and squeezing through nalTOW lanes, but, 
were finally brought to at 4.20 p. m. to floes too thick to ram and too compact for pene
tration. 

Unless something, like a gale of wind, occurred to break up this mass of ice and by 
making water spaces allow us to proceed farther, our advance was no longer to be guided 
or controlled by any power from within the ship. 'Ye had gone as far to the northward 
as the heavy pack ice had permitted, and we had followell up the only water lane pre
senting itself, and had come to the end of that. My choice of plans was limited by the· 
surroundings. To advance was impossible; to retreat wa~ disagreeable, even if a chance 
existed of doing so, though in fact we could not have gone more than a mile; and hold
ing our present location meant wintering in the pack and drifting we knew not where. 
The land-water of Kellett Land was now as unattainable as the land-water of Greenland, 
so far as any power of our own could be effective. The ocean we had left behind was as 
much out of our reach as if a continent had intervened, and there seemed nothing left 
but making a virtue of necessity and staying where we were. The opening in one of the 
heavy floes made a sort of dock, into which we hauled the ship, with her head at N. W. 
true, in lat. 71° 19', long. 174° 57' W., and hauled the fires UJ;tder the boilers. ~s I 
had resolved to winter in the pack should no favorable opportullltyoccur for advanclllg, 
t.he necessity of saving our coal was evident; though, if an opportunity for advancing
did come it would be well to be ready for it at the moment, it was clearly out of the 
question 'to keep banked fires for an occa~ion which might not happen for months, if at 
all. 

Between 8 p. m. and midnight of the next day the ship sustained some pressure .by ~he 
seeming closing in of the sides of the ice dock, which forced her keel up on a 'prqlect~ng: 
tongue of ice under water, and causedhe~ to heel 5° to starbo~l~~. (Our lead ~llle, whlCh 
was put over and carefully w~ltched, indicated that we were ?r!itmg to the N. N. W. ~rue.) 
She righted again at 1.30 a. m., Septemher 8th, and, sustalllmg anothe.r pressure m the 
eveninO' heeled 9° to starboard jamming her rudder hard over and causmg us some anx
iety a~Oto the effect on the pinhes and gu~geons. It will probably be aske~ why I dill 
not unship the rudder immediately, also tnce up the propeller ?efor~ allowmg them to, 
be endangered, and I may well exp!ain ~ere myreas~ns fO.r not domg el~her. Ourrud~er 
was unusually strong and heavy, m weight so.methll~g hke two tons, and .t~ough a Slm
pIe matter to nnhang it, it would be anexceedmglydlfficult matter to get lt m place un
less we had plenty of water free from ice around. the stern. Though the propeller :vas. 
similarly easy to trice up ice would surely form m the spaces left and prevent lowermg 
to its place. If I had be~n confident that we should remain in the ice all winter these 
reasons would have less weight. But as I had some hope of the September gales break-
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ing up the ice, I VI'anted the ship to be in a condition to be moved without delay, and 
for the present, therefore, decided to leave both rudder and propeller in their pl:wes. 

We now began to fear that we should experience a trouble which the statements of our 
predecessors in Arctic navigation had not led us to anticipate. The popular belief is that 
salt water in freezing ejects the salt and that in a frozen ocean no difficulty v.:ill be ex
perienced in obtaining water for drinking and cooking. Also that when there IS such an 
abundant supply as the Arctic regions generally affords it is a simple matter to do so, 
taking due care to exercise a little judgment in selecting those pieces which from age, 
percolation, or the presence of refrozen pools of surface melting are the likeliest to 
be free from salt. Without going into the subject in detail just here, reserving it~ dis
cussion for a more appropriate place in my report, I will merely say that we could find 
no ice that would yield palatable water. No great quantity of snow was found on the 
surface of the floes, and such as we collected and melted contained too much salt for use. 
In this dilemma we saw no alternative but distilling water for our daily wants, and this' 
would involve a great expenditure of fuel, if one of the main boilers was used. Fortu
nately we had a small Baxter boiler, procured for generating power to drive an electric 
machine for giving light, and also the boiler belonging to our steam cutter, and our chief 
engineer, Mr. Melville (of whose ingenuity, practicability, and untiring zeal I shall have 
more than one occasion to speak), set himself to work to adapt either or both of these 
boilers to the demand with the most economical results. Suffice it to add at this mo
ment that he was eminently successful, and that, with brief exceptions, hereafter to be 
mentioned, all the water we used while drifting1in the ice was distilled on board ship.* 

On the 9th of September our position was determined by observation, lat. 710 35' N., 
long. 1750 6' W., and the magnetic variation 230 E., showing that we had drifted, since 
our, besetment on t,he 6th inst., 16.t miles to the N. by W. At the same time, the east
ern end of Herald Island bearing S. W. true, we again saw the previously sighted land 
beyond it, between the bearings of S. W. and W. by S., both true. That portion of it 
further to the westward was a low table land, with a range of peaks to its southward 
terminating in a low, seemingly flat rock. Distances were of course unknown, but from 
the positions indicated on the chart of the Hydrographic Office we were fifteen miles from 
Herald Island, 40 miles from the northernmost point of the new land, and 75 miles from 
its southernmost point, or Cape Hawaii. 

The next two days passed uneventfully. No openings occurred in the ice, and we saw 
that we were being drifted by it to the NW. vVe thoroughly examined the icy dock in 
which the ship had been placed, and in which she lay heeled 90 to starboard, and found 
that we were between two floes 15 feet in thickness, with projecting tongues beneath 
our keel. One of these projecting tongues had driven our rudder hard over, and by the 
strain produced had commenced to "broom" up the rudder-post and rudder casing, and 
if not relieved might occasion serious damage. Accordingly the rudder was unhung and 
triced up to its davits across the stern. The propeller now remained to cause uneasiness, 
but I coincided with the opinion of the chief engineer that the probable damage to it 
would not be irreparable, and I decided to leave it in place, as well for its readiness for 
use as for its strengthening support to an otherwise unprotected rudder post. 

On the 12th of September, seeing no chance for any progress, I concluded to send a 
party on a reconnaisance toward Herald Island, to examine the condition of the ice in 
that direction, and if successful in reaching the island to examine it for any drift wood 
that might have lodged there, with a view to our endeavoring to collect a quantity for 
our winter use. Accordingly at 8 the following morning Lieut. Chipp accompanied by 
Mr. Melville,. Mr. Dunbar, and the native Alexy, started with a sled drawn by eight 
dogs and eqmpped for au absence of [blank] days. Although my instructions to incur 
no unusual risk did not contemplate an absence of more than 48 hours, at 9 a. m. of the 
14th the party returned to the ship without having been able to reach the island. Seven 
miles from the ship they had come to much thinner ice than that surrounding us this 
thinner ice being broken up in floes and united by new ice of hardly sufficient thick
ne;'ls to. bear their weight, At 10 miles from the ship they came to a lane of water '2 
mIle WIde extendmg east and west, with smaller lanes running out of it to the south 
southeast, and southwest. Following along its edge, to the westward the lane after ~ 
mile or so, curved back to N. W. At this point the party was about 5 ~iles frord. Herald 
Island, and could observe that the ice between them and the island was much cut up 
bY,leads, and presented such a generally rotten appearauce as to justi(y that could the 
S~llP ?ave beel?- move~ over the ~5 miles intervening thick ice she might have been car-

• nedm to the ISland. Itself. ThIS last, from its seemingly precipitous sides, would have 
afforded no prot~ctlOn. to a vessel, although several large clefts on the northeast side, 
whlCh I had studIed WIth a glass from the ship, had led me to suppose they might have 
sUlTounded small bays, which would have served our purpose. 

*Note by the author. 
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Ob~ervations for positio~ showed that we were still drifting to the N. W., at the rate of 
~i mIles a da!. On t~e 16th Septembe.r we s~ghted land distinctly between W.xS. and 
S., both true, a~d as It covered m.ore pomt~ ~t the compass than heretofore we began to 
hope that w~ ~Ight be able to arnve by drlftmg where we had flliled to carry our vessel. 
~t about thIS tIme (the 18th a~d 19th) astrongS. E. wind brought such a marked change 
1ll the tempemture as to occaSIOn numerous small pools on the surface of our ice-field 
an~ led me to ~ope for a breaking' ~p of the ice sufficient for a resumption of navigation: 
Ram fell and lllcreased the wastmg of the hummocks and our drift to the N W con
tinued with ~onsiderable regu~arity. In anticipation of'some movement I had p~rposely 
delayed makmg our prepamtIOns for the wiuter, such a!1 ereatine< our deck house and 
stretching our tent awnings; but I was again disappointed. Nu~erous small lanes did 
indeed open in our immediate neigh?orl~ood, but of no great length and entirely uncon
nected, and we were therefore not mclmed to break out from our solid bed merely to 
enter a small lane not many yards removed . 

. On. the 21s~ September observations ~laced ns in lat. 72° 10' N., long. 175° 26' W., in
dicHtmg a ?-nft to the nd. of about 5 mIles a day. Hemld Island was but a small patch 
ou ~ur hO~Izon, and as ,:e were pr~gre~sing in ~ satisfactory direction we did not regret 
havmg. faIled to reach It. . At thIS tIme we dId not have the knowledge (which came 
only wIth subsequent expenence) of how closely allied were the drifts with the winds 
and I erroneously attributed the steady drift to the N. W. or N. as due to some prevail~ 
ing current, which was to C..'tTTy us still forward to perhaps large water spaces beyond. 
But I began to be shaken in my belief, and was also considembly puzzled for a reasona
ble explanation. The drift did not then seemingly depend upon the ,vind, for it was in 
different directions with the same wind at different times. Again, light winds seemed 
to occasion motion and pressure equal to those of fresh winds. About a mile ii'om the 
ship in all directions the ice was constantly assuming new shapes. We seemed to be 
held within a solid fioe, against which lighter fioes were continually crowding and piling 
up ice~tables six inches thick, and in confused masses to heights varying from six to 
twenty feet. Occasionally we would be in the centre of an island of ice two miles in 
diameter, with a water lane a hundred yards in width surrounding it. In a night the 
lane would be closed by the ad vance of the surrounding field, and in the morning we 
would find our fioe enclosed by a confused fence of sometimes six, sometimes twelve, and 
l'Iometimes twenty feet high, from the top of which we could see nothing but one mass of 
ice. 

By Sept. 25th, in lat. 72° 8', long. 174° 54' W., aU sign of bird life seemed to be gone. 
'Vhile the pools had lasted on the surface of the floes an occasional gull had been sighted, 
but the pools had now become solid ice. On the 29th, seeing no chn,nce for any furtber 
navigation, we set to work to prepare for the winter, a~cepting the certainty of wintering 
in the pack with as much caTe for our comfort during cold weatheT as if we weTe in a 
secure harbor. Our deck-house was erected, our steam cntter was moved to the ice, and 
QUI' observatory placed at sufficient distance from the ship for the proper observation of 
meteorological subjects. The engines and boilers had been some time pTeviously over
hauled, cleaned, and protected from injury, while keeping aU paTts in Ten,diness fOT serv
ice. 

On the 3rd of October we again. and somewhat unexpectedly, sighted Herald .Isla~d, 
bearing S. S. E., true, and distant 30 miles. Our drift had now described t~e thud .sIde 
of a triangle, and had thoroughly dispeUed all belief in any steady current m any dI~ec
tion which was likely to benefit us. We therefore addressed ourselves to the carr;png 
Qut of our daily duties. Hegular meteorological observations were tal~en, sound:ngs 
made daily, temperature of water at different depths taken by Mr: C., wlth determma
tions of specific gravity of water brought from those dept~s by SIgs]?e.e's cups, and as
tronomical observations made whenever pOSSIble, to determllle our POSItIon. The dredge 
was lowered each day, a,nd after being towed if we were d:ifting, or lef~ on the bottom 
if no drift was peTceptible, was hauled in after ~n hour's lllterval,. a:ld Its eontents. ex
amined and preserved. A daily routine had been esta?lished, PTOVldl:lg f~T th~ van~us 
kinds of work and their performance, and also a fire bIll for our.pe~ubaT SItuatIOn WIth 
the possible emergency. Hunting parties were despatched daJ.l~ III 9-uest of game (3 
bears and numerous seals having already been added to OUT provIslO:1 bstj and ShOTt ex
em'sions were made with sleds and dog teams by officers and men, WIth the advantage of 
getting some idea of the pecuUarities of our su~rounding.s. . ° _ 

On the 9th October we had a west gale bloWlllg 30 llllles an hour, temp: falls 31 to 
6}0, and on the 11th a S. E. gale, blowing for some time at the rate of 40 ~Iles a~ hour, 
during which the barometer feU to 28".7~, and the temp~rature r?se to 33. Fah!., lead
ing me to hope for a liberation for the ShIP by the combmed actIOn of wmd and heat. 
But no such event took place. . . 

On the 21st October the temperature Teached zero for the fiTst tune m the voy~ge, and 
fell to -11° before the end of the day. To those of us who were new to ArctIC expe-
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riences this see~ed sufficiently cold, but we afterward learned to look upon this filP;lre as 
indicating a very mild and genial condition of things. Our liquid compasses (RItchie 
7} inch) were found to be frozen, and were removed from the binnacles and stowed away, 
protected from the weather. On the 26th October we had ~ur first ice op~nin~, a crac~ 
a foot wide being found 500 yards ahead (E.N.E.) of the ShIP, and extendu:g ill a se.llll
circular direction for about .~ mile; and another 500 yards beyond that, SIX feet wIde, 
and extending in a curve for about the same distance as the first. In both instances the 
rentwas a fresh one through ice varying from 12 to 14 feet in thickness, the water rising 
within 18 inches of the surface, though at the temperature prevailing (-100 to -17°) 
promptly freezing. The next (lay, i~ order to be prepared for any emergency I?-0t then 
to be forseen, our party was told off mto five sledge crews, commanded respectIvely by 
the five commissioned officers attached to t,he ship, and upon five sledges were packed 
forty days' rations for men and dogs. A detail was made of duties to be perfor:r:ned by 
each. individual in event of disaster bringing about an abandonment of the ShIP; our 
sleeping-bags, tents, and other travelling gea, overhauled and made ready for use; and', 
the loaded sledges on the poop deck arranged with reference to the most convenient 
manner for getting them to the ice. All these preparations completed we could merelyl 
await the future, satisfied of our powerlessness to do more. . 

A heavy bank of snow had been built all around the ship and reaching up to her rail 
to prevent the radiation and loss of heat from within, and the sloping sides of this bank 
would serve as a ramp to get our sledges down unless the ice broke up all around us. 

In order that I might have from time to time a correct knowledge of the physical con
dition of all 'persons under my command, to be able by observation and information to 
regulate or remove any source of evil, whether arising from lack of variety or quantity of 
food, insufficient ventilation, excess of labor, exposure to cold, or other circumstances-' 
in short to avoid by prevention what might bediflicult to cure, I now directed the surgeon 
to make upon the first day of each succeeding month such,an examination of each officer 
and man as would enable him to report to me in writing our actual physical condition, 
and any effect which might be produced by our residence within the Arctic Circle under 
such uncomfortable terms as our wintering in the pack. This was regularly Carried out, 
with an occasional intermission, and the results of such examinations, with the surgeon's 
reports to me, are transmitted herewith for your information. 

On the 3d of November another crack was found in the ice about 200 yards NW. of the 
ship, running in au irregular direction for a quarter of a mile and having an average width 
of 20 feet. 'l'hese signs of ice rupture were unpleasant because our so-called dock seemed 
to be threatened; for though we had laid rigidly fixed heretofore the ship now shook and 
trembled in high wind and we could not tell how'soon we might be in a place whose 
openings and closings would subject us to the confused jamming and upheavals elsewhere 
witnessed. On the 6th of November we had a more serious experience. At, 9 a. m. we 
were disagreeably surprised at finding a large crack in the ice about 100 yards on our 
starboard quarter, as well as cracks ahead and astern of us, and the unpleasant suspicion 
was forced on us that our dock was no more to be relied on than the thinner ice in its 
vicinity. At 4 p. m. the crack on our starboard quarter (and which ran WS"\V., ENE., 
in this general direction with reference to the ship), opened to a width of 4 feet, barely 
missing our observatory which was left on the nearest shore. After removing our instru
ments to a place of safety the lane of water was found to have increased to a width of 20 
yards. Ice commenced forming immediately on its surface, the temperature of the air 
being zero. Our soundings gave 18 fathoms, muddy bottom, drift ENE. During the 
following night we had numerous groans and snaps of the ice in our neighborhood, but 
being sufficiently occupied in watching for any change in our immediate surroundings no 
excursions to any distance were lmdertaken until daylight of the 7th. We then found 
that the lane had closed, the ice coming together with seemingly great pressure, for great 
heaps of broken fioe pieces were piled up. As the fioe immediately surrounding the ship 
was the stronger the advancing ice coming in contact broke off its edges against the un
yielding mass. When I mention that the thickness of these pieces was found to be 7 
feet .10 inches, and our own floe was known to be 13 feet thick, some idea can be formed of 
the Immense force which was being exerted at the line of contact and which piled up these 
m~nnds with no more difficulty than a plane turns up shavings. As these pressmes were 
gomg on at only a hundred yards from us it was difficult to imagine what might happen 
from hour to hour; we therefore watched this conflicll between ice floes with some interest 
but more auxiety. We had had, since midnight, a light SW. wind, but at 10 a. m. there 
came a perfect calm. At 11 a. m., to our surprise, the pressure ceased, the advancingice 
stopped, and then receded until it left a water lane about 10 yards in width. Down this 
water lane from ENE. we saw steadily advancing a fearful procession of ice of all sizes 
anc~ shapes, from huge blocks 100 tons in weight to jagged pieces of a couple of hundred 
weIght, in the utmost confusion, shrieking and groaning as they were squeezed <Lnd ground 
against each other, and where the edge of the channel was not of a regular and,accom-
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modating shape conveniently breaking off a few tons here and there and shoving it along in 
front as a road-cleaner. The rate of progxess of this confusion was about.J. mile an hour. It 
passed along ~thou~ seriou~ hindrance until it got in the bend of the ch"iLllnel on our quar
ter and t~enit occaslOnall,Y Jammed. At sueh times the pxessuxe was tremendous; the 
s~aller plece.s passed readily enough but ~he laxge hummocks or broken fioe pieces would 
br~ng up agams.t our fi?e d<?ck and cause It to .hump up and crack and groan as if it was 
go~g to bxeak m al~ dll'eC~lOn~. I momentarIly expected such to happen and that the 
ShIP would J:1e sent mto t~lS fng!:ltful stream of moving ice to battle as she could. For 
five hours thIS state ofaffaus contmued, and then it ceased,lS suddenly as ithad begun. The 
wor~ "halt," p.assed along a line of trool?s, co~ld not have been obeyed more quickly than 
our ~ce processlOn came to rest. Soundmg soon alter we found we were in 23 fathoms 
t.hough it is not easy to make the additional depth of 5 fathoms account for the suddeI~ 
sfi?ppage in tl,le ice mo~ement. At this t!me, an~ many ~imes subsequently, I was in
elmed to at~l'lbute the ICe movements to tIdal actlOn, particularly as they occurred at or 
about the tImes of new and full moon, but the impossibility of measurinO' the tides in 
our circ~mstanc~ made this supposition nothing more than a guess. Some long resisting 
mass of Ice had gIven way, and the movement continued until tbe pressure was relieved 
and equilibrium restored. The probability of a xecurrence of these movements made me 
anxious as to the future. Drifting with the ice would not perhaps be very bad, but the 
catching of the ship on ~ome impediment or her inability to make turns as sharp as 
might be demanded would assuredly expose hex to be crushed or overridden by the iee 
masses following her. So far as was possible preparations had been made for disaster. 
Packed sledges were in readiness, travelling gear at hand, dogs kept inboard, and in an 
emergency we could have promptly taken to the ice; but whether we would have 
been any better off was very doubtful. 

The next day, the 8th, we passed in quiet. On the 9th the ice got under way again, 
and moved along for a short time without giving us any trouble. Our soundings had 
again decreased to 18 fathoms. On the 10th, in 17~ fathoms, the ice movement again 
began, and continued several hours. If'it were not for the dangex to the ship the watch
ing of this ponderous procession would have been an enjoyable thing. But our ice dock 
was slowly giving away before the pressure and grinding of these large masses along its 
side; already the hundred y,wds between us and the moving i ee stream had been red ueed 
ttl a hundred feet, and the cracking and humping up remainder gave proof that it was 
only a question of time to reduce it to as many inches. The 11th of November was a 
day of much anxiety and care. At 6 a. m. the trembling and creaking of the ship gave 
notice that our ice procession had resullltd its march. Going out on what little was left. 
of our level ice alongside we were confronted by a fearful spectacle. The pressures and 
movements of the previous days were feeble in comparison to what was now going Oll. 
Large blocks 25 feet in length, 7 feet in thickness, and in breadth from 6 to 20 feet, were 
rearing up on end as they advanced, crushing smaller pieces to small lumps, or, toppling 
over, breaking themselves in all kinds of s?-apes and sizes, a!ld all this. with th~ n;tost 

,.lj.orrible noises, such as can hardly bp. descnbed. The rumblmg of a raIlway tram m a 
t.unnel t:"e shrieks of a thousand steam-whistles, the crash of a falling house, all com
bined 'WOUld make the nearest approach to the noise which deafened us for four and n. 
half hours. Every few mOlllents a stoppage would occur, some piece haying caught 
under or against our fioe, groans and shrieks would arise from t?-e ~truggling .mass, our 
little foothold would bend and dome up, the long tables of heavy Ice m the mov~ng stream 
would rear their heads in the air, while adding their pressure to the confiICt, when, 
crash, something gives way, another yar~ of. om ~ock has gone, and the march is re
sumed. A little of this goes a great way m dlst~rbmg <?ne's calmness, and we were not 
improved by finding that a break had occurred '~ th~ ICe acr?ss our bows, and that a 
projecting fioe berg from the ~ain s.tream wa.~.r0r~mg It~ 'Yay lIke a 'Yedge to cut a chan
nel along our port side, and, m agam connectmg Itsself WIth the ma.m stream, cut us ?tf 
from all connection with that hitherto quiet ice and hurl us along too. Dnder these CIr
cumstances sleeping or rest of any kind was hardly attainable, and it .required but very 
little time for us to repair to the deck at each fresh movement .. A~ 4.1" a. m., Nov. l~th, 
the ice got under way again along the whole ~ine. Th: fiowmg Ice stremn at our ~Ide, 
close as it was, now failed to attract our ent~re ~tt.elltlOn, l)ec"use of the mO.re senous 
ad vance occurring right ahead of us. The proJ ectmg fioe berg of yesterday havmfi: crossed 
our bow seemed to have given up the attempt to cut a lane along our port SIde, and 
devoted itself to ripping up tpe small remai,nder of ou~ ice d?ck ahead of us, and sweep
inO' us and it out of the way at the same tIme. Behmd .tlns fioe berg was a confused 
m~ of piled-up ice, pushing and shoving it into and agamst our. dock wa:l .. the whole 
bearing down toward our stem as fast as a man could wa:k. On It came pIlmg up la.rge 
blocks in front of it, while the ship shook, jarred, and qlllvered at each sl~rge of the ]Ct'. 

All hands had been called, and stood ready, but there was ~'e:;tl:y notlung t!? be dO~le. 
There was no place to go, and nothing to trust to but the pOSSIbIlIty of our ShIP holdmg 
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together after falling into the tumbling procession. (At this time, as at many others, I 
had reason to remark the calmness and firmness of every officer and man. No tremor of 
excitement no symptom of alarm was apparent; simply facing the inevitable, there was 
nothing bu't watching and. waiting for developments.) Some of us were sta~ding on the 
roof of the house covering the forward part of the spar-deck, as commandmg the best 
view of the surroundings. Suddenly the advancing mass seemed to gather greatel' 
velocity. It appeared to make one surge of great length, and was already under 
our head-booms. Instinctively we grasped the fore shrouds to keep our placesl 
when the crash came, for that the next moment would see us crushed or whirled alon~ 
in the ice stream I did not doubt. But at that moment the advance stopped, the press· 
ure ceased and not a sound was to be heard. For two hours and a quarter had our sus
pense last~d, and as it was before dawn, with no moon, these hours had seemed ages. 
Darkness added much to the horror of the situation, which a temperature of 15° did not 
mitigate. The day passed without any further movement, though from our continued 
expectation the anxiety was not diminished. I used to compare our existence in those 
times to living over a powder-mill to which a train had been laid and fired, while we 
were simply awaiting the inevitable explosion, and such, I think, was the general feeling. 
Our days were becoming shorter and shorter, about 4 hours sunlight and as many hours 
twilight falling to our share. For 16 hours, when we had no moon, we were shrouded 
iu darkness, and under these conditions the ice jammings anq. uncanny noises were inten
sified to our senses. What we could see we had less dread of, though we could not avert 
it; but to be surrounded by perils that we could not see was terribly wearing. The next 
morning, the 13th, at 2 o'clock, a loud crack under the ship startled us again; but beyond 
a small opening under the stern, which indicated that our ice dock had split in a line 
'With the keel, we saw no occasion for alarm. The watching and waiting again com" 
menced. Throughout the day everything remained quiet, and toward midnight we were 
settling down for some rest, when, with a few slight snaps, to our utter astoni~hment a.J\ 
the ice against the port side of the ship moved easily away to the N., and in 20 minutes 
we had 150 feet wide of water between us and the side of the dock which had held us so 
long. So quietly was it done that four of our dogs sleeping alongside were carried away 
without their being awakened, and before we could make an effort to .get them on board 
ship. There was not a breath of wind at the time, and the ice and snow wall which we had 
built against our sides for warmth slid away into the darkness without a sound. What 
few possessions remained on the ice dock were now removed to the ship, the boats got 
ready for lowering, as much of the running rigging cleared away as could be got at, and.' 
before daylight we were in readiness for any kind of a move, whether with sleds, boats,! 
or the ship itself. Lat. 71° 51', long. 177° 20' W. As soon as dawn came we saw our ice 
wall had stopped about 500 yards to the northward, and that ice 4 inches thick had formed 
over the water between it and ourselves. We were not able to send for our dogs, how
ever, until the following day, for the ice intervening was opening in places, and small 
pieces of ice commenced drifting through the lane, as if forerunners of large masses to 
follow. That these larger masses would come sooner or later I was convinced, and that 
we should have trouble before long I had no doubt. With but a slight hold on one side 
on ice which probably extended down to our keel, but little pressure would be necessary 
to send us adrift. Though we might secure the ship to this floe piece by an ice anchor,! 
it was questionable whether in case of renewed pressure it would not immediately be 
swept away into the running stream, with ourselves attached to it, in which case its 
room would be preferable to its company; and therefore I concluded to remain passive 
and wait for results. This rapidly freezing lane of water of 500 yards in width extended 
ENE. and WSW., but for only a short distance, soon narrowing and finally becoming 
a mere crack in the heavy floe ice. In the afternoon of the 15th a SE. gale set in, which 
continued during the 16th and 17th, with some very heavy squalls. It had the effect 
of raising the temperature, however, above zero, which was comforting to some extent. 
On the 16th the ice ahead of us got under way again, and bore down on us slowly but 
without damage, for fortunately the remaining side of our dock had a strong projecting 
t{)ngue which withstood and caromed off the large pieces, causing them to float past us 
without injury. A slllall basin astern received the pieces, and by the time our lane along
side was filled up and the floe-bergs were beginning to rear their heads above the rail the 
}Jressure ceased. 'N e were again completely surrounded, but in the most dreary manner. 
Such a. confused mass of ice has to be seen to be understood. The awful procession which 
m passmg along to starboard of us had come to a halt had its counterpart on our port side, 
,md while the great ice tables on the. one hand towered above us to prevent our egress, the 
huge blocks on the other clearly indICa,ted "no thoroughfare" in this direction either. 

Such was our condition on the 16th of November when the sun left us for the winter. 
As an astronomical fact we knew he was above {)ur horizon on that date, though hidden 
1lY the clouds. We had really seen the last of him on the 15th. From this time to the 
:21th we had a c{)nstant succession of nips and pressures at all hours, with all winds, and 
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at all temperatures. Accounts of them would be but endless repetition. Our ship
groaned and trembled at the unequal conflict, while her frame cracked, her deck arched 
up, an~ :fiatt~ned ~ut !Ictuall! as we wal~ed over it, and the air was' made hideous by 
the nOlses.ofIC~ gnndmg whlCh I have tned heretofore to describe. ;Finally the ice ou 
ol~r port s~de tned to con,te on ?oa:d of us, breaking through our light bulwark planking: 
~Ithout dIfficulty. DUl'ln~ thIS ~lille ,:,e were kept at the extent of possible mental ten
slO~,. never ~elaxed; ~or w hile ~he Jammmg and pressing were going on we were anxiously 
waIting fo~ Its cess!ltlOn, and m the lulls we were anticipating a more severe recurrenl'e. 
Our soundmgs va.ned from 22 to 27 fathoms, our drift being greater or less according t(~ 
the force of the wmd, and as a rule leeward in direction. 

On the 24th, at 5 a. m., we had a more serious disturbance than usual. Pressure
~lllder the b?w indicated the ~dvance of an old enemy. While the ice was piled alongside
m places hIgher t~an our raIl, that under the bow was in blocks up to our billet-head, 
and a long tongue, Just elear of our eutwater, was plowing away in the ice on om' star
board side, prying us. off in the most workmanlike manner. There seemOld no good 
reas.on why that pIOWI.n~ tong~e sJ;1ould ,have been shunted off from its original direction, 
for It had advanced ongmally m hne wIth our keel, but such was the case and it was 
preferable to having its force exerted to separate the ship and sandwich it~elf between. 
The ship gToaned and creaked more dolefully than ever. Bound down by these clingjng: 
masses, she could not rise to pressure, and for a moment it was simply a question of reJa
tive strength and endurance. Suddenly the more loosely-packed ice in the lane on our 
port side yielded, the tongue gave a fresh lunge, the ship's stern rose, the floe split, ahd 
the ship righted, floating on an even keeUn a narrow canal, which slowly widened as the
ice opened until we had a 8pace nearly equal to the length of the ship. Here we floated 
during that night, sometimes resting against one side and sometimes against the other, 
according as the wind, blowing with a velocity of 25 miles an hour, acted on us, and 
shoaling our water from 22 to 18 fathoms. ' 

The 25th of November, 1879, was a day we shall long remember. Early in the mo'l'D
ing the canal closed, nipping the ship severely, and, pinching down under her, heeled her 
over to starboard, starting our bulwark planking in several places. In an hour or so the 
pressure was relieved, and the ship righted again, while the ice opened as before, lea,viTJg 
us in a lane of water about 150 feet wide and perhaps twice as long. Towards 5 p. m. 
we commenced to move astern, a mass of ice ahead of us bearing down at, the same time. 
A bright moonlight enabled us to see our surroundings, and to be prepared for them as 
they occurred; although there was really nothing that could be done. Having been at 
last sent into the path of the ice torrent, we could only await its arrival and witness its 
effect. We now observed that the lane led into a small lake, about 2 miles distant t.o the 
east, which lake had suddenly appeared in what had been heavily-packed ice, and the 
set of the moving ice was clearly in that direction. Just then the stern of the shill' 
touched an angular floe piece, her head payed around as prettily as if she were =9t
ing under jibs, and at the moment we got before the light wind then blowing the long 
dreaded ice procession overtook us, surrounded us, jammed under us, and carried ns 
along as helplessly as a feather is borne on a swiftly-flowing river. I cannot adequately 
describe the horrid din that this moving mass of screeching, grinding, and groaning ice 
created, .added to, as it was, by creaking ~imbers as we lurched and reeled aloni\' To 
make onesselfheard it would have been nflcessary to shout, but as all our attentIOn w"s 
fully occupied in looking toward the lake Defore mentioned, an.d calculating the chances 
of the ship reaching it and yet iioating, no snch effortwa~ reqmred. All ~Iands. were on 
deck and grouped upon the deck-house roof and poop whIle. we were runmngthIs gaunt.
let. The half hour that it required to traverse the two mIles was a long one, and .]11"t. 
before its expiration we had more cause for uneasiness than ever. .To our nnplell.'lant 
surprise the ice stream, instead of fI?wing into. the lak~,. seemed to Jam somewhere lit'
fore us in the canal and commenced Its ugJy trICk of pIlmg up great masses ~ we had 
seen before. Our movement began to decrease, the masses around us to thl?k~n, tbe 
screams and groans to multiply, the creaking of the timbers to grow louder,,nntll tin ally, 
with one tremendous crash the barrier was broken and we were shot out mto the lake 
with sufficient velocity to darry us across it and jam us into some thin ice on it~ furt.her 
edge, where we remained. ..' . . , L 

We now found ourselves relieved from alllmmedmte anXIety. Our pOSItIOn was a Qllie' 
one and as ice commenced to form on the water surrounding us we hoped to freeze in 
solidly for the winter that was already long since begun. No signs of anymo~ement ap
peared around us and the distant ice gorge seemed to have come to a rest after we hl1d 
been forced out of it. Hardly had we had time to cong~atnh1te ~u.rselves ~pon our esca-I'; 
when a SE. gale sprung up, and blew for four days ~lth ve~oC1tIes rangmg betw~en 2,) 
and 40 miles. We drifted rapidly to the northwest, lllcreasmg the depth o~ wate! fro~ 
21 to 26 fathoms. At temperatures sometimes a little all.ove zero and S?metImes a htt .. e 
below it, ice formed around us to the thicknessoftwelvemches, and tIns held HiI, t.hollgh 
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the heavy squalls that shook the ship from truck to keelson seemed strong enough to 
.drive us through it. From our rapid drift to the NW. I inferred some large water space' 
in that direction into which the ice was driving, and I feared some further trouble should 
this water space' become filled and the ice, continuing its movement, pile up in tableS in 
our vicinity. On the 29th November, the last day of the gale, something of the kind, 
,seemed about to happen, for our lake commenced to close, the ice being ripped up around 
us and"forced to windward in overriding blocks. As we lay broadside to the movement 
we had its full force directed against our frame. The ice on our port or weather side 
beina thick and touah offered a sure resistance to our movement in that direction, and 
cons~quently we had ~ take the full brunt of the coming ice on our starboard or lee 
side. At first there was no re[1son for alarm; ice of only one foot in thiekness was noth
ing to us. This broke in bloeks, climbing up our side 'and falling ,?ack on t~e lev~i 
floe' but out in the lake the floe~ cracked and overrode each other III advanclllg and 
for~ed blocks sometimes two, sometimes three, and sometimes four feet in thickness 
and in all shapes and at all angles. These, jamming the broken ice already alongside, 
lifted it and their surfaces adding to the thickness and increasing the momentum of the 
batterin'g ram now at work. Ice piled up our sides, lodging and hanging above the bends 
holding the ship down by its weight and preventing her rising under pressure, the frame!> 
snapped and complained, the deck planks humped up as we had seen them do before, 
and trembled under our feet. These pressures and uneertainties would last half anhoUI 
at a time, until it seemed as if wood and iron must collapse, when, to our relief, the floe 
on the port side would arch up and break and the few feet of space it afforded give us a 
breathing spell before we brought up against the hard ice, and the advancing tables took 
us in hand again and pushed us on for another nip. This lasted for eight hours, and at 
its conclusion we were as tightly nipped and wedged in on all sides as if held in a vise. 

(Nov. 30th, planet Venus clearly visible at noon. Beginning of fine aurone.) 
Dec. 2nd, lime-juice issue r,ommenced. From this time to the 11th December we con' 

tinued without any change, the tight grip in which the ice helll the ship being neither 
diminished or increased. How it could very II ell have increased without crushing her 
oSidesin it was impossible to say. Accordingly we livcdinawcarysuspcnse, standing by 
for a disaster at any moment, grateful each morning that we were no worse ofl:' than the 
night before, but anxious about wha.t might occur before another morning came. As a 
rule everybody kept dressed at all hours, with his outside furs close at hand; provisions, 
-clothing, arms and ammunition were stored on deck ready for instant removal to the, 
ice; sledges, dogs, harness, and traveling gear kept in convenient places; boats prepared 
for rapid lowering; in fine, all preparations were made for being turned out of our ship 
and driven to the floe and for the dreary time that would have followed. The sameness 
and monotony of such a life finally began to seem worse than our previous experiencesl, 
for somehow there was a dangerous excitement about them that warmed one's blood and 
gave him a sensation of activity, while waiting for delayed peril was cold and spiritless 
work. On the 11th December, however, we seemed to be promised a renewal of the old: 
ice-gorge business. A crack was found in the heavy floe across our bows, and running 
parallel with our port. side, quite close to, which in a few hours opened to a width of 6 feet. 
The ice immediately sUlTounding the ship showing no signs of separating, we had op
portunity to witness a fine pauorama, the whole ice country except ourselves moving 
alon& deliberat.ely 200 yards to the NE., presenting all varieties and shapes of heavy floes in 
so domg. 'We had a chance to measure the amount of direct freezinO" since Nov. 25th and 
f?und it twenty inches. When the ice had moyed this 200 yards"it came to a stop, the 
SIX feet-of water narrowed as the floe edges closed on one another and in a short time 
,everything had resumed its ordinary quiet, haYing given us a new specimen of ice scenery 
to look at. While seeking a cause for this strange occurrence we noticed scud flying 
l'al?idly from S,:,,"., and oth~r indications of the ,gale,. which soon burst onus, reaching 
.qUIckly a velOCIty of 40 mIles an hour. Soundmgs III 32 fathoms, and a lively drift in, 
dicated to NE. 

With these c.onditions our winter wore along. Occasional openings in the ice showed 
us that a~ no tllU~ could we expect a perfect state of rest, tlnd frequent jars and shaking!( 
of the ShIp from Ice. pressures near to as well as at ~ome little distance kept us in the 
state ~fmental tenslOn before ::>lluded to. At such tIme.s the place of the ice movement 
at a chstanc~ coul~ be d~ter~lllned by th.e pe?uliar noises emitted, and its approach to
ward the slnp or ~ts motl?n III another dlI'ectlOn b.e estimated. Occasionally the noises 
were of the combmed s.hnek, g:oa!l' and crash WhICh I have attempted to describe, but 
mor~ frequently the nOlse was SImIlar to that produced by the paddle-wheels of a steamer 
beatmg the water at moderate speed. If the line of pressure advanced the noises were 
of course more dist~ct; and i~ it was .receding from us the paddle-like beatings would 
so regularly grow famter that It was drfficult to believe that a steamer was not there. 

As the cold increased we w~re at first fr~quently startled by the snapping and starting 
of our metal bolts and fastemngs and the Hon frames of the cabin. This was easily ex' 
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piained by the contraction of the metal and its consequent separation from the wood, and 
the novelty soon wore off. We were fortunately favored during our first winter by hav
ip.g but little wind, which made our low temperatures much more endurable. By a 
:m,odemtc use of fuel we were able to keep our living apartments at a comfortable tem
peratnr:, 50° Fah. OW.ing to this fact, and the precautions that had been taken to line 
th.e cabm throllgho~lt ~th felt between the 'planking and ceiling, to cover the poop deck 
WIth ~hree layers o.t thlCk canvas, an?- part,lCularly to provide a condensing chamber by 
sh~tt~ng off the after part o~ the cab~n for. that purp?se, we had none of the damp and 
dnppmg so common to prevlOus ArctlC ShIPS, but enJoyed at all times a perfectly dry, 
warm, . and pleasant apartment ~or g~neral use and comfort. The rooms occupied by the 
t;Xecutive officer and myself bemg m the forward part of the cabin had their forward 
ends. more exposed to the open air, the front of the cabin !)eing protected only by a tent 
awnmg over the quarter deck. On these cold surfaees mOIsture condensed and promptly 
froze, and its removal before thawing set in was easily accomplished. The sleeping 
apartments of the other officers were in the ward-room, but this being under the cabin 
was protected from contact with the outside air above, and by our snow walls as well as 
a felt lining radiation of heat was prevented. At first a fire was allowed in the ward
room, but the. officers. founc~ it made the p!ace too warn~ for comfortable and healthy 
sleepmg, and It was discontmued. Such slIght condensatIOn as there was in these rooms 
in these quarters occurred almost entirely on the forward bulkheads of the two forward 
rooms, but as it was not objectiona,ble so long as it froze, and could be easily removed 
before it would thaw, it was no serious matter. The grea,ter part of the moisture con
densed in the after store-room just forward of the 'ward-room, and as it did not attempt 
to melt during the winter its removal was deferred until the spring when the holds and 
store-rooms were broken out for rest,owing, and the ice was then dug out and carried 
away. 

On the berth deck, during the first winter, we were not so fortunate, but we were so 
far able to profit by our experience as to make arrangements which secured perfect 
warmth and dryness and proper ventilation during the second winter. Before leaving the 
nn.vy -yard at JliIare Island I had caused to be constructed a wooden house which extend eel 
from the foremast to within [blank] feet of the bridge, resting upon the rail at either side, 
making a covered enclosure of [blank] feet in length, [blank] feet in breadth, and [blank] 
feet in height. This house only covered the berth deck in part, however, and though the 
remainder was protected by a tent awning over it, and covered with old mattresses, and 
snow to a depth of one foot, it still was cold enough to form a condenser for all moisture 
given off, and permitted a drip and dampness which was very uncomfortable to the berth 
deck in general and to the berths in particular. By snspending rubber bbnkets over 
the upper row of berths the trouble was mitigated, and by careful attention to the air
ing and drying of the mattresses each day during the out-door exercise of the crew, any 
ill effect was preven ted. This deck-house served during our first wintel' as a place for 
our distilling apparatus, for washing and scrubbing clothes, for a workshop, for the 
storao-e of packed knapsacks and tra\'elling gear, for geneTal muster, for exercise in in
clem~nt weather, for amru;ements, until finally onr provisions had to be hastily hoisted 
up into it to enable us to get at and control the disaster which overtook us. 

In preparation for the second winter the deck-house was remodelled and made to cover 
the entire berth-deck by carrying it fonvard to the bows and terminating it aft at [blank] 
feet abn.ft the foremast. This made a pm'feet protection and serving as a condensing 
chamber for the berth deck also prevented a deposit on the ,berth-deck bea,ms; second, a 
dryness and general comtort in the men's quarters that I think has not been equaled, 
and I am sure has not been excelled, in previous "' rdic expeditions. 

As a matter of course a regular routine of daily occupations had been established upon 
our original besetment in the ice, and severa,l unusual sanitary a,rrangements were put 
in opemtion, as well with a view to the most economical use of fuel, consistent with 
health and comfort· 50° FlIhrenheit was fixed as the regulation temperMure'for cabin 
and berth-deck. While the sun WIIS away from us every officer [md man ,vas required to 
leave the ship for exercise, hunting, or amu~e:nent, as he might elect, daily, from 11 ~. 
1l1. to 1 p. m.· and during these hours the IIvmg quarters were thrown open and ventI
lated thoroughly. So long a~ the sun was absent lind the t~mpemtureabove -30° this out
door exposure was made obligato~y; upon the return of the sun, ane~ at telllper~lture at 
and below - 30°, it wa~ made optIOnal. In extreme cases, also, ',:henm strong wmds ~nd 
heavy snow drifts, exposure and exer?ise. would s~em more detnmenta~ than beneficml, 
even at temperatures above _30°, option ,,~asl?ermI~te?-;, but unrler all Cl~cumstllnces and 
at 1111 temperatures the opening and ventilatlOll of livmg quarters durmg those hours 
were rigidly IIttended to. . ' . . 

And so our winter progressed sf1tlsfactonly under the elrel1mSmnces. Our drlft was 
in all directions, depending on the direction '111(1 fore~ of the winds. In no case did it 
seem to indicate any cllrrent, nor was any unusual (hfference of temperature to be de-

H. Ex. 1()8--32 
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tooted in our observations of the water at different depths. The surface water when first 
exposed had a temperature of 29 uniformly, and the waters at the bot.tom 30°. 

The amount of our daylight steadily diminished until Dec. 22d, at which time the 
very first faint gleam of coming light Wall noticed, at 8.40 a. m., and at 3.40 p. m. we 
were again in total darkness. At noon we were able to determine that the twilight was 
stronger than the moonlight then existing by the fact thllt our shadows were faintly cast 
on the ice in the first instance and not at all in the second. At the arrival of Christmas, 
and upon the incoming of the New Year, we were able to enjoy as much good cheer as 
our bountiful supplies afforded. Extensive additions were made to our usual bills of 
fare, general cheerfulness prevailed, we were all in good health and spirits, and in fine 
saw out the old year and welcomed in the new with undiminished zeal and unabated con
fidence in the ultimate accomplishments of something worthy of the American Artic ex
pedition. As January, 1880, wore along, we were frequently startled by ominous jars 
and the unpleasant sound of moving ice, and openings began to occur in unpleasant 
proximity t<> the ship. As these openings closed again with greater or less force, large 
or small ridges of broken floe pieces were piled up on theh edges, suggesting too disa
greeably our previous experiences. At one time we were entirely surrounded by such a 
confused wall, and the dimensions of the enclosed space so steadily diminished that we 
eould almost calculate the time that should elapse before we would be reached. On the 
15th another ice disturbance occured, openings about 8 feet in width occuring from 20 
to 100 feet distant. lIy these, we were left in the center of a small island of ice, whose 
thickness, 40 inches, would nut prove much of a protection when the closing in occured. 
The next day only sufficient pressure was exerted to bring the edges together, and then 
it ceased, to our great satisfaction, for the necessity of being exposed to the outside tem
perature made our watching a disagreeable task. On this day mercury froze in our ther
mometer at -42°, though it remained liquid long enough to record -44~, when it yielded 
and became solid likewise. These temperatures were comfortable, h@wever, compared 
to those of the next day, when a spirit thermometer registered -51°, which being cor
rected by comparison. with standard gives a temperature of [blank]. ;:;;;: 

The 19th of January was a day of disaster. At 1.30 a. m. I was startled by a loud 
cracking of the ship's frame, indicating that we were again under pressure. I at once 
repaired to the deck, but seeing nothing amiss, I went out on the ice to look for a cause. 
Everything was perfectly quiet, and I inferred that the noise must have been occasioned 
by the drawing of a metal fastining by contraction under the intense cold. After wait
ing an hour lor further developments, nothing happening, I turned in. The wind WM 
then from north, with from 5 to 8 miles velocity per hour. At 7.45 a. m. the wind sud
denly shifted to WNW., the ice began to move and grind, and the ship was felt to be re
cehing great pressme. Our situation relative to the moving ice appears below. 

", 
" ------ ------

The line of ice movement appeared to be at the break, across the bows (which occurred. 
Dec. 11th and afterwards closed), but it seemed to have a double direction' for 
while moving along slowly in the direction indicated by the laro-e arrow it also adv~ced 
on us ~ ~e dir~ction ~dicated by the short arrow. In consequence, the edges of the 
advancmg.lce plIed u~ mlarge blocks under our bows, and, the pressure continuing, a 
grea;t longltudmal stram ,:as brought on the ship; and thi~, added to the transverse 
st:Mn, made our wrencluDg and jaming a matter of some seriousness. As we had 
WIthstood greater transverse pressure without injury, no especial alarm was felt and when 
finally the floe between our port side and the line of break buckled up and br~ke in long 
cracks, and the pressure ceased, we congratulated ourselves on one more lucky escape. 
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We th~refore !esuilled our ordinary r0!I~ine duties without further delay, among which 
the dally servillg out of fuel made a VISIt to the fire-rooms come in at an opportune mo
ment: Walter.Sharvel. (coal-heaver) heard upon entering the engine-room a noise as of 
rl;l1l111ng wa:ter ~n the bIlge, and l?romptly l:eturned to the deck to report it. An imme
<hate examillatlOn revealed t~at l~ some of the strains of the morning we had sprung a 
leak. Water was found flowillg ill through the bow fillinO" in two streams of an inch 
diame~r each, ~8 inc.hes al~eady stood in the fore pe~k, 24 inches in the store
r?om Just aba~ It, 36 illches ill the for~ hold, and though but little time had elapsed 
smce the first dIscovery, the water had rIsen above the floor plates in the fire-room. The 
forward deck pumps were at once rigged and manned and I ordered steam to be raised 
in one boiler to drive our steam-pumps. One watch of men was assigned to pump while 
the other, led by Lieut. Chipp, the ex. officer, at once set to work to break out ~nd get 
on deck all our endangered provisions. Everything proceeded with the utmost dispatch 
and with perfect order and discipline. Not a sound or action indicated the slightest ex
dtement, both officers and men being as cool and self~possessed as if performing a very 
ordin~ry evolution u~der the most favorable circumstances of a quiet harbor and temper
ate clImate. The shrp's b~oks and papers were collected, travelling medi~ines, brandy, 
&c. To our great satlsfactlOn, however, we found that the pumps held thelr own against 
the leak, and as the forward pumps were protected, as well as the men working them 
by being within the deck-house, we had no reason to fear the freezing of the one or th~ 
eonsequences of exposure to the other. The getting of steam was no easy matter, the 
temperature of the Arctic regions presenting many obstacles. While the temperature of 
the open air was -50° that of the fire-room was -29°, and handling or preparing iron-

. work was no easy undertaking. All the sea-cocks being frozen fast in their seats, 
the boiler could not be run up in the ordinary manner, and it had to be filled through 
the manholes from above, by buckets of water dipped from the fast freezing bilge. This 
was necessarily a slow and trying operation under the circumstances, and much 'time 
also was consumed in preparing the pumps for receiving steam. It was only by the in
domitable energy of Mr. Melville and the entire self-sacrifice of alld devotion of the en
gineer's force that in 4} hours we had the steam-pumps ready to work and could afford 
a breathing spell to our hand pumpers forward. We had, as soon as possible, closed the 
gate of the forward water-tight compartment to keep away the danger of the water rising 
above the furnaces in the fire-room, and when the steam-pump was ready for work these 
gates were opened again and the water allowed to flow aft. Owing probably to the 
freezing of the limbers the water did not come aft readily, but such as did come was 
forced up through fire hose to the spar deck and so through a scupper to the ice outside, 
until the hose froze, when alternate pumping and thawing had to be resorted to. For
tunately this involved no serious consequences in the fire-room, for as the steam-pump's 
suction was on the port side and the ship was heeled 2~0 to starboard the water had to 
rise until it flowed over the keelson before being pumped out, and in the intervals of 
waiting the spar-deck hose could be thawed. The freezing or other stoppage of the 
limbers under the coal bunkers allowed the water to bank up, however, and accumu
lated so much forward that we now had to man the deck-pumps again and keep them 
going. Our provisions had all been removed, and, thanks to the unflagging energy of 
Lieut. Chipp, Mr. Cole, and the men employed, our loss was much less t~an we ha~ .had 
reason to fear. Subsequent examination showed that the amount of rUllled provlslOllS 
was as follows: 300 Ibs. brons, 100 Ibs. flour, 650 100. oatmeal, 200 Ibs .. eornmeal, 100 
Ibs. coffee, and 36 gallons vinegar. A comparativetrifie when the quantIty endangered 
is taken into account. Meanwhile efforts were being made to get at alld stop the leak. 
Mr. Dunbar, ice pilot, with the two Alaska~, A~exy and Aniguin, set to wor~ at the 
herculean task of diggiug away the masses Of.l<:B plIed up.under our head booms, III order 
to get down to the stem in a search for the lllJury. ThIS they were unabl~ to accom
plish, for after they had dug away a large quan.tity wit~out reachi~g any Sl~ o~ dam
age, the water from beneath broke through the mtervem~g laYBl· of ICe and raJ;lld~J filled 
the excavation already made, freezing almost as fa,~t as It flowed. From wI~hm a!so, 
ineffectual effort~ were being made. Regardless of the water below the freezmg pomt, 
the discomfort and the exposure, W m. Nindemann went down into the fore peak ~nd stand
ing there with the flowing water above his knees, stuffed oakum and .tallow mto every 
nook and crany from which water was forcing its way. As fast as one llllet was stop~ed 
another appeared but finally when the entire bow filling was so effectually stuffed WIth 
oakum and tallo~ as to allo~ but small streams to trickle through, the water burst 
through the seams of the ceiling on eac~ side and accu~u~ated as bef?re. .. 

Without any positive means of kno~g. how m!Ich mJ~ry the ShIp had recel~ed, It 
seemed probable that in the great longltudlllal stram. her fore foot had been broke~ .off 
or turned aside starting the garboard strakes. If thIS was really the case our coudltlOn 
was a serious o~e. Hand pumping as a steady. work would Boon ex~anst our c:ew, and 
steam pumping would involve such an expendIture of fuel as no ShIp could WIthstand 
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with any chance of prosecuting an Arctic exploration to a successful termina~ion. ?,he 
amount of water coming into the ship was about 4,00ll gallons per hour, and It reqUIred 
both steam and manual labor to keep that under control. Having cleared of stores the 
fore-peak store room and fore hold, we could estimate closely as to whether we gained 
on the water or otherwise. But though we prevented it from gaining a greater depth 
than :3 feet, it W,IS impossible tL) say how much more would rush in were the ice to open 
and let the ship down to her bearings in the water, !In event which was not improbable 
at any moment. 

Fortunately one of the steam-pumps in the engine-room could be dL~mounted and re
moved and upon Mr. Melville's suggestion it was determined to carry this pump for
wm'd, place it over the foward store-room, and by connecting it with lengths of piping 
to the main boiler and a suction to the water below, pump directly and continuously by 
steam forward instead of intermittently aft. By thi~ time midnight had arrived, and 
the men were well fa·tigued with their 13 hours of continuous labor. One watch, there
fore, was piped below, had hot coffee and a ration of brandy administered to all hands, 
and the other watch set to work to shift the pump just mentioned. Pending the quiet 
state of the ice, the officers were allowed to seek some rest, the executive officer, chief 
engineer, and myself alone excepted. I am sure that the executive officer and chief en
gineer obtained no rest for several days, so great was the demand on their presence and 
services, and that they did not break down utterly under the strain was a matter of snr
prise. The services of all other officers were ready at !Ill times, but from the peculiar 
nature of the work they could not replace or otherwise relieve those much overburdened 
gentlemen. 

'Vhatever watch was on deck, John Cole, Alfred Sweetman, and Wm. Nindemann 
seemed to belong to it, and for some days these three men were as untiring in their labor 
and as unwilling to seek rest as if there were no such thing as physical exhaustion. The 
remainder of the men worked unllaggingly at the pumps while on deck, or in spells of 
pnmping, in moving provisions aft, and showed throughout such cheerfulness and utter 
disregard of personal exposure and discomfort as entitle them to the highest praise. The 
amount of rest they obtained was necessarily small, for not only were they constantly 
distnrbed by the noise incidental to the work in hand of rigging new pumping gear, but 
also when the work was completed the incessftnt clanging and clanking of the steam
pump made sleep impossible short of extreme exhftustion. The bert.h-deck, at first hlm
bered up by provisions and stores of all kinds, was afterward steadily wet and uncom
fort.ahle. And yet, with such wretched surroundings, with the possibility of being turned 
out of house and home at any moment and forced to encamp on the ice, with their strength 
taxed to the utmost to keep the leak from mf1Stering ns, these men worked on with a 
zeal and cheerfulness as unimpaired as if sueh incidents were matters of choice rather 
than necessity. The engineer's force was constantly occupied. Dismounting, remov
ing, and remounting our steam-pump, running a line of steam-piping, driving a second 
pump in the engine-room, and keeping steam on a, boiler, thawing hose, etc., kept them 
at the extreme of their strength, and for several days I question very much whether any 
body of men had greater demands made upon them. 

The next day, the 20th,. we found that the running water had either thawed the frozen 
limbers or freed them of other obstructions, and such a quantitv now ran aft to the en
gine-room as to leave less work for the hand pumpers forward .• By the morning of the 
21st we had completed the connections to the auxiliary steam-pump moved to the uerth
deck, and set it in operation. The two steam pumps now kept such good pace with the 
leak that we were able to give some re~lsonable amount of rest to our nearly exhausted 
crew. Exception must be made of Alfred Sweetman and Wm. Nindemann. After cut
ting out some of the ceiling above and below the bilge strokes, the one commenced the 
building of a heavy oak bulkhead across the fore peak (by which we hoped to confine the 
water to a small compartment, unless it overflowed the berth-deck) and the other, by 
dri~ing plugs in all holes, and ramming ashes, cinders, oakum, plaster, tallow, felt, and 
~hIte lead down !,mong the frames and between the ceiling and planking, present all 
k;nds of obstruct~on to the entrance of the water. Sometimes all day, sometimes all 
nIght, and sometImes both, from·J an' y 19 to Feb'y 4th, did these two men, separately 
Qf together, stand down in the fore peak, the water flowing around them nearly to their 
Knees, working faithfully until their work was accompli~hed\ and the good results of their 
work were evident in the gradu!111y reduced amount of water cominO" into the ship and 
our [tbility to contI''ll 1~w leak without such a ruinous expenditure;;f fuel as had been 
necessary theretoi"vre. it is for these reasons that I have had the honor to recommend 
these two men to you for medals of hOllor, as a recognition of heroie conduct and devotion 
to duty under the most trying circumstances. 

Ice movements and pressures were quite frequent during these days of our trou
ble, but so long as no further injury was sustained by the shi1) no great importance was 

I 
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attached to them. We were too much occupied with what trouble we had to attend to 
any prospecti ve danger. 

The intense cold con~inued, and added to our difficulties by freezing the water in our 
fore ~old, and threatenmg t<? choke up our limbers and pump suctions. We certainly 
had lCe enough to eontend wlth outside without having it inside as well. On the 22d, 
only euough water would flow aft into the engine-room to feed the nmin boiler. Upon 
digging out our fire-hole alongside, to resume our interrupted daily soundings we found 
that the floe ~mmedh~tely surrounding the ship had been under run by another effect
ually preventmg access to the water beneath. Further examination showed that the 
tmder running floe had passed under the ship as far aft as the mainmast liftino- her out 
of her bed 2 inches forwa"'d, and it is probable that, prevented by the cli~ging i~e on her 
sides from lifting her entirely, the strain had continued until her fore foot was broken 
and turned aside. 

On the 23d January careful computation of the work done by the pumps showed tha t 
the amount of our leak was ::l,663 gallons per hour, and yet we had seemingly gained on 
the leak. The amount of fuel necessary to keep steam to work the two pumps was so 
great as to become a very serious aftb.iT, for apart from wanting it for continuing our voy
age should we ever be released, it was all we had to depend on for distilling, het'lting, 
and cooking. The importance of economical expenditure had always impressed itself 
on us, and when we saw such large inroads made on our coal it was with considerable 
misgiving. So soon, however, as we found we had actuaUy controlled the leak, or rather 
had held our own against it, arraugements were begun for more ecouomical steam-pump
ing than the nse of a main boiler permitted, and thanks to the skill and untiring energy 
of Mr. Melville and the labor of his department we were eminently successful. Asmall 
2-horse power Baxter engine and boiler had been procured in New York to drive a ma
chine for giving electric light, and owing to the non-performance of the machine the 
boiler and engine had been applied to the distilling of water for drinking and cooking 
purposes. This was now geared to the pump brake of the forward hand bilge pump and 
set to work, performing well, and so relieving the steam-pumps below as to diminish 
largely the coal expenditure, which had averaged 1,500 Ibs. a chty for pumping alone, amI 
was now reduced to 1,200 Ibs. per diem. The boiler and engine belougingto our steam 
cutter were removed to the engine room, and a gearing devised by Mr. Melville whereby 
itwas made to work a bilge pump attached to the main engine, aud thus, as we had suc
ceeded in thawing its delivery pipe iuthe ship's side, force water directly overboard in
stead of through freezing hose on deck iu theopcn air. This also being made successful 
reduced our fuel expenditure 200 Ibs. more, making a total saving by this ingenuity and 
practical ski1lofthechief engineer of 5001bs. of coal a day. TheBe thiugs required much 
time in their preparation and much labor in constructing parts of the gearing; and it was 
not until the 13 February, that we were able to have fires under the main boiler with 
the knowledge that our auxiliary steam pumping apparatus would do the work of hold
ing the water in check. By this time the labor of S. & N. 'k in ramming of oakum, tal
low, plaster, ashes, cinders, &c., Imd brought about the desired result. The amount of 
water coming into the ship had been reduced from 4,000 gallons to 1,650 gallons an hour. 
and the coal expenditure from 1,500 lbs. to 400 Ibs. a day, and though we had to deplore 
the expenditure of 14 tons of coal, valutl.ble beyond price, we were consoled by tJ:1e re
flection that our condition mighthcwebeen much wor3e. Though our men werereheved 
from the seeming endless strain of pumping by hand, they were none the less fully oc
cupied. Our provisions, which now cumbered up the entire spardeck, ~1ad to be siow~d 
somewhere to make moving about possible, and should an emergency arISe have the ShIP 
under control. The only place offering was the coal bunker, and as a change to pUD?-P
ing the scarcely less fatiguing labor of shifting coal succ~eded. Sptl.ce necessary.bemg 
made the gretl.ter part of our deck load was passed below mto the bunkers, ::eservm~ ou 
deck a quantity convenient for housing out on the ice in the event of such bemg reqmred 
in the future. 

From this time forward we lived in a state of tl.nxious suspense, never knowing wlmt 
moment we might have fresh trouble from ice pressures or increased pumping by being 
let down to our betl.rings in the water. 

On the 26th January the sun reappeared, afte~ an absence of 71 days, and we ha:d t!le 
satisfaction now of seeiDo- what we were about mstead of gropmg tl.round by artlfiClal 
light. Its effect upon ;s mentally was very great, tending to mitigate the. tl.nxiety 
which had been ours when darkness added so much to the dangers surroundmgs ns. 
Daylight steadily increased, tl.nd enable~ us to ,Prolong our ex;cUTsiollS from the ship anel 
witness the prodigious mounds mHl barl'lers of lCe created durmg the I?ressnres and rr:ov~
ments of the winter. Our escapes from so many dangers. seemedllllTaCulous. WIthlll 
half a mile in any direction such a scene of wreck~tge Jll~ght be encou~tered as to con
vince us, had the ship been there, her fltte had been certam. That whwh on November 

*Sweetman and Nindmnann.-J. A. 
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25th had been a large lake was now so reduced in area as to seem insignificant, and bor
dered as it was by ridges of broken floe pieces to a height of 40 and. 50 feet, warranted 
the delusion that our ship had been dropped within it from the clouds. (Very feeble, 
remodel much of this stuff.) 

So occupied were we in our efforts to control the leak and arrange more economical 
pumping apparatus that frequently the ship was nipped and squeezed so gradually and 
quietly as to escape our notice. On such occasions the fact was made known by the 
jamming of doors in their casings, preventing opening; and the release from pressure 
was indicated by a return to the usual facility. Apart from the inconven,ience we at
tached no importance to these pressures. How much or how little the ice moved was 
of interest to us only as it might affect the leak, and we had an infallible gauge in the 
depth of water steadily in the ship. Soundings were taken inside of the ship now as 
well as outside, as before, and experience soon constructed a variation line of the proper 
rise and fall of this new Arctic stream to compare with our number of pump strokes. 

The surgeon's examination of our physical condition about this time as showing the 
effect of the winter upon us. But beyond our being somewhat bleached by the absence 
of the sunlight there was no cau~e for remark, and it was a matter of congratulation 
that we had passed through our first Arctic winter trial with such happy results. 

Our difficulties before the 14th February (when we hauled fires under the main boiler) 
were considerable. After Sweetman and Nindemanu had filled up such spaces below 
among the frames and between the ceiling and planking as could be reached, they carne 
up on the berth deck, and crawling under the lower tier of berths cut out small pieces 
of ceiling there and pushed and rammed ashes,· oakum, and plaster, &c., on the masses 
already below and so tilleu up every nook and cranny. Still the water flowed; no mat
ter how much stuff was rammed down, water seemed ahle to get along somehow, and it 
led to the belief that so much of our outside planking had been ripped aside as to let 
our ashes, &c., drop direct to the sea beneath. Occasiona1:ly we seemed to stop the water, 
but in a few moments it would burst out through the ceiling further aft. This rather 
deadened our hope of the extra bulkhead proving sufficient ultimately, for inasmuch as 
I would not weaken the ship by cutting the bilge strakes to allow t,he bulkhead to go 
out to the planking and rest against a frame on each side, the mere obstruction offered 
would not be a great assistance. Onr idea originally was to make this bulkhead so 
strong that we could let the space forward of it fill with water and carry it there as in 
a small water-tight compartment; and should we get under way again stanchion down 
the berth deck to prevent it springing up by pressure and motion of the mass of water 
beneath. But if, as we now found, water forced its way along among the frames and 
through the flooring alongside the keelson abaft the bulkhead, of what use would the 

bulkhead be at all? And so I was sadly 
perplexed. Again, the fore foot being 
broken and the planking turned aside 
was merely a supposition. The keel 
might be broken for many feet and the 
garboards wrenched open as far as our 
fore hold, and the water whieh we were 
trying to stop on the sides might have 
originally entered from the line of the 
keel; for upon cutting away some of the 
heavy flooring alongside of the keelson 
forward, jets of water shot up and were 
only stopped by driving plugs. Unless, 
therefore, we could unite all the materials 
rammed down in the interspaces into a 
water-tight cement, and so prevent the 
ingress of water, all the bulkheads in the 

. world that could be built in our fore peak 
would not prevent water from flowll1g aft. Again, the gates of the original water-tight 
bulkhead were found somew?:lat troUblesome. The gates were constructed in a peculiar 
manner. The gate had a spllldle attached to it, having a screw thread cut in its upper 
en~. Through the spar deck e~tended an iron 1'0[1, with a socket at its lower end, in 
whl~h a screw thread was also cut to fit the thread on the spindle. The openinO' and 
clOSI~lg was t~erefore effected by turning this upper rod, no matter what depth of;"ater 
was 111 the ShIp.. On the 9th of February, therefore, when we suspected that these gates 
were. not shut tIght, beca~lse water flowed aft so readily, we tore up the flooring in 
the lCe-gear hold to exam1l1e. The port gate was shut tight, but the starboard one 
was about half open. An accumulation of rust and dirt in the socket of the spar 
deck ro~ prevented the .screw thread from biting that on the spindle, and we might 
turn thlS upper rod untll the day of doom without either entirely opening or entirely 
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closing ~he gate. However, the difficulty being overcome we got the gate shut, and 
to our dISgust found that enough wa,ter still leaked aft into the fire-room to necessi
tate the working of the Sewell pump 15 minutes every hour. This was another 
argument in. favor of t~e water finding its way between the planking and ceiling 
among the frames, despIte the attempted fillings and cementing of plaster, oakum, 
&C. On the 12th .r:ebruar! we had another proof that water-tight bulkheads were 
~ot a ~afeguard agauISt belll~ .flooded out of house and home, and we accidentally 
found It out t~r01l:gh t~e.stupidity of Ol;te of our firemen, Boyd. The work imposed on 
the Baxter bOIler III dnvmg the hand bIlge pump forward was so great or rather so con
stant, tha:t in order to prevent i~ choking up with salt it was necessa~y to blow it out 
~ry ~uce III every 12 hours, ,haullllg. fires, of cours.e, and when the boiler is again filled 
light~g fresh ones. On thIS occaSIOn the blowpIpe was frozen, though Boyd neither 
knew It nor took the trouble to look before blowing out. Much more time was there
fore .required t~ empty the boiler, for in these latitudes a frozen pipe does not thaw 
readIly, even WIth steam employed as the agent. The building of the new fire and the 
getting of steam again were so much delayed in consequence that 30 inches of water had 
accumulated just forward of the water-tight bulkhead. Nindemann still ramming in 
oakum and ashes, no matter what depth of water he stood in, whether to his waist or 
to his ankles, heard a noise as of water overflowing and falling; and going abaft the 
bulkhead determined that the Wll,ter, having risen above the line of cement, &C. for
ward of the bulkhead, was simply falling into the clear pocket abaft it, and so flo~ng 
easily into the fire-room. This was another evidence of how much depended on our 
ashes and plaster filling, and whether that would prove effective depended, of course 
how much of the ship's frame was exposed to the sea by the tearing away of the gar: 
boards and outside planking. Our bow filling, put in at the Mare Island yard, was 
also a source of uneasiness instead of a comfort and reliance. Theoretically, this was 
designed to make just so much solid bow to the vessel 1;hat stem or fore foot might be 
sliced off and yet leave a water-proof surface; but practically, it was, of course, limited 
by the same difficulties that came in with our bulkheads in the fore peak. For, since 
the filling extended only to the ceiling of the bows, it could not control the spaces be
tween this and the bow planking, though from the calked close-timbering and dead
wood one might reasonably hope for a practically solid and tight mass in that locality. 
At all events this extra filling was seemingly (from diagrams shown me, for I was not 
there at the time it was built) an additional strength and defense. Imagine, therefore, 
my disgust when on going to the scene of action on the memorable morning of January 
19th I saw the water pouring out of the seams of this" solid filling," with no more hin
drance than could have been offered by the meshes of a sieve. Theoretically, the filling 
was water-tignt; practically, it leaked. J<', I made up my mind quickly that no depend
ence was to be placed on filling bulkheld or cement should we get down to our bearings 
again in open water, and that something must be provided in anticipation of such an 
event. As soon, therefore, as men could be spared from the more pressing work then 
in hand, and sufficient space could be cleared away in the deck-house, I directed Chipp 
to have a spare topsail well thrummed, intending to get that under the bows when the 
time came; and trusting to that to keep out more water than. could be controlled by our 
pnmping power. Such of our hemp hawsers as were reqmred for the purpose were 
therefore cut up and the making of this large thrum mat begun on the [blank] and 
finished on the [blank] of [blank]. . . 

Before being quite sure about his auxiliary PUn:Lps, M~lville proposed .removmg the 
bridge wall of the steam-cutter's furnace and placmg 16-mch grate ba.rs msteacl of the 
9-inch grate bars neltr them. Our feltr with the present arrangement IS that we could 
not generate steam enough to answer the demands of the pump, and more grate-s:urface 
removed that fear. When the change was made, away went everytlung beautIfully; 
and so on February 13th the fires under the main boiler. were h~uled, the boiler blown 
out, all pipes drained to prevent freezing, and the ter1'1ble dram on our coltl bunkers 
brought to an end. Our leak amounted at that date t~ about 1,600 ga:llollS an hour, and 
to get rid of this water we had to keep the Baxter runlllng the hand bIlge-pump, as well 
as the steam-cutter's rig to the engine pump all the time. . 

On the 15th February we made the unpleasant discover~ that water was flowmg 
over the berth deck from under the berths. Some of the fillIngs between frames. hltcl 
()emented as we had hoped, but in preventing passage of water below had f?rced It to 
seek an outlet above (our berth deck being still below ~he water level). ThIS 'Ye man
aged to overcome by boring holes through the deck, lettlllg the water flow ~own mto t?e 
fore peak, and in order to prevent it l"l1;lU!ng out. on the berth deck a coamI:ug was .bmlt 
in front of the berths. Sweetman agalll mdefatigably resumed the cem~ntmg buslll~, 
and remained stretched under the berths for hours at a time, rammlllg down ArctIC 
concrete, i. e., ashes, oakum, plaster, felt, ~c. . . 

The pumping arrangements were worklllg lllcey, but we were havlllg the results-
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offered to our contemplation. The spar-deck bilge pump had its delivery necessarily 
through a s,cupper to the outside, and in the temperatures we were having (our average 
for February-39°) froze almost immediately on reaching the open air. We ,,:ere in 
consequence piling up ice alongside very rapidly, and adding so much more wel~ht to 
what was holding the ship down. The heavier it became the lower it would sink III the 
water, and as it was clinging closely to the ship would increase the pressure of the .water 
against her bottom, and perhaps add to the leak. However, we could not help It, for 
men could not safely be exposed continually to low temperatures; such as we were having, 
and our only means of remedying the evil were to dig down till we came to water to dis
charge into, or to dig up and carry away our pumpingsas f~t as they.froze, .both cl~rly 
impracticable., To prevent our scuppers and hose from froozmg we bmlt an ICe roof over 
its running discharge, protecting it from the out~ide air. 

A great amount of discomfort was experienced by the men during all this time from 
the constant dampness of the berth-deck, and that they preserved their health under the 
circumstances was as wonderful as their clIeerfuhless and uncomplaining endurance was 
praiseworthy. For months eyerything was damp and wet. The deck-house, which 
would otherwise have been a sheltered and dry place, was now sloppy and uncomfort
able in the extreme, the Baxter boiler keeping everything thawed without drying, and 
the leaks from the pump hose supplying a never ceasing amount of water. To reach the 
berth-deck one had to pass through the deck-house, and much moisture was thus tracked 
below. The streams of water flowing into the ship under and sometimes on the berth
deck kept it damp, and as the moisture condensed on the colder beams overhead a steady 
drip ensued on the forward and after ends, which made the discomfort complete. 

Our Chinese cook and steward are as impassible and impenetrable in this cold weather 
as if we were enjoying a tropical spring. Seemingly emotionless, all weathers, all cir
cUlllStances are alike to them; living by themselves in the cook-house they hold no com
munion generally with their fellow-man, but are nevertheless cheerful and contented with 
each other's society, singing songs or playing cards in the evening, day after day, with 
no concern for the future and no care for the past. Having constructed a drum by secur
ing a seal skin to the heae1 of an empty butter-keg, they beat away for hours at a time 
with the utmost enjoyment. Cold has no terrors for them. Bare }leaded, arms uncov
ered to the elbow, they walk out to the ash heap and back without hesitation. They 
will, for instance, wash dishes in hot water and immediately go out to a temperature of 
-45 and -50 to throw the water away, and they never catch a cold, get frost bitten, or 
have even chapped hands. When the steward was sick with a bilious attack for a few 
days the cook did the work of both, and when afterwards the cook had a slight attack, 
the steward took his turn of working double li~des. All the ice commotion never dis
turbed their equanimity; the accident to the ship did not seem to bother them at all. 
They evidently are not going to be surprised by anything that turns up. The galley and 
the galley-house are models of neatness and cleanliness, and for good, quiet, and able serv
ants give me Chinese from now henceforth. One peculiarity which they have is curious. 
Whatever they are told to do is generally found done in their own way. Directions, ex
planations, and informations are received quietly and respectfully, but though you think 
you are having your ideas carried out, somehow you find things so different as to be sure 
that the Chinan;tan has had his way after all. Generally I give up without protest, be
cause I am senSIble that their ideas are the best; but sometimes I have to insist on my 
own way. They do not understand why I give the men the same things to eat that the 
officers ha>:e, an~ they seem clearly: of the opinion that I am ruining the crew by indul
gence. Mmce pIes at X -mas for the berth deck seemed to them the crowning indulgence, 
an~ they gave m~ up apparently as irreclaimable. Only twice did I see anything like 
eXCItement show Itself m them. <:hce was when the cook, having requested a rifle to go 
out to shoot seals, returned with it shortly after somewhat out of sort~. While waitinO" 
for the seals to rise he had doubtless rested the muzzle of his rifle in the snow for whe~ 
he had occasion to fire the piece burst, tearing the barrel to ribbons. I don't think he 
went sho?ting any :more. The second time was on August, 1880, when three bears were 
approachIll~ the Sillp together. He then was so anxious that we should get them that 
he was afraId to speak aloud lest the bears should hear him and his usual calmness de
serted him. when he began ~o gesticulate and whisper the startling intelligence. How
ever, we dId not get the pnze, though we wOlmded two of the three. We had a third 
Chinam~n, Ah Sin~, but he w~s so worthless fro;n sea-sickness and natural stupidity 
that I dIscharged hIm at St. MIChael's and sent hun back in the Fanny A. Hyde. His 
countrymen thought but little of him, the steward saying with great contempt, "He 
only fifteen-dollar toy; what you expect for fifteen dollar"? 

The two A~askans, Alexy and Aniguin, were excellent men and throve wonderfully 
,,:ell. OccasIOnally they thought ." plenty" about St. Michael's, being a little home
SIck,. but generally they were bnght and happy. They learned considerable of the 
EnglISh language, and always managed to very cleverly express their meanings when 



LOSS OF THE STEAMER JEANNETTE. 345 

puzzled for an .exact w:o~~. !hey were naturally and intuitively the most polite men I 
have m~t ~lU~slde of Clvlhzat~on, and would even compare favorably with some choice 
ones wlthm It." Upon mee~l11g an officer t~ey promptly saluted by touching the cap 
and tendered a Good mornl11g." If anythl11g was said or done for them their "thank 
tOU " was immediately given. If one said "thank you" to them they were quick with 
'you are welcome." And all this in a manly straio-htforward way with no cringing 

or lip-service. ' ' '' 
On March 1st we had our coldest weather, the temperature at midnight being -57.5 

Fah. The snow, however, had commenced to melt on the ship's side and at noon of 
that day I saw. a trickling down from the seams. As a measure of the p~wer of the sun's 
rays on our shIp, I had a black-bulb thermometer attached to our plankino- on the port 
quarter, and got readings subsequently as follows: " 
March 2d, noon, open air, - 47; B. B. on ship's side + 32. 

Midnight" -46;""" " ,,' +20. 
First difference =790 at noon, second difference =660 at midnight; showing that 13" 

was ca:used .by the sun at noon, and the remaining 660 was simply heat radiated through 
the ShIp'S SIde from the stoves and our own heat from within. 

(Work this up for a number of days and get mean result.) 
A curious fact was brought to light on the 3d of March. An order having been O'iven 

that anything found upon the ice in the course of daily excursions should be brought to 
the ship, one of the men brought in some shells and a piece of drift-wood. He says he 
first saw the wood in December, but, attaching no value to it, had not brought it in 
then; but he also saw at that time the print of two moccasins on the snow near the 
wood and but a single set. As these were not made by any of our ship's company, it is 
probable that the single block of ice bearing these prints and the wood had come from 
some Siberian river. 

On the 4th March, having so cleared away and moved aft the coal as to get a sight of 
the ceiling, we made the unpleasant discovery that the ceiling had been crushed in 
some of our numerous squeezes. The athwart-ship thrust-beam placed on the coal
bunkers was so strongly trussed as to resist any doubling-up tendency, and the ends had 
been literally forced into the six-inch Oregon pine ceiling to the depth of half an inch, 
while the heads of the metal bolts forward and abaft of this transverse beam were t of 
an inch from the wood. In this part of the ship the frames were entirely new, the 
planking also new, the elm doubling newly fastened, and the six-inch ceiling and trans
verse beam were additions to her strength, and without being a solid block the ship was, 
in my opinion, as strong as wood and metal could make her. Nineteen inches of wood 
backed by such heavy trussing was surely a cor.siderable protection; but I am convinced 
that twice that thickness would have afforded no more effectual resistance than an egg 
in a vise if we had been caught and squeezed in some of the pressures that occnrred in 
our neighborhood. . 

By the 6th March we had manufactured so much ice by our steady pumping throngh 
the scuppers that it stood level with our rail on the starboard side nearly the whole 
length of the ship, sloping gently away until it merged with the floe level. By dint of 
great care and slow progress we now managed to cut a hole down to the sea beneath to 
get a direct discharge. The difficulty of working with picks and bars in temperatures 
between -400 and -500 were enormous. Edges crumbled away like so much glass 
and points broke off as if made of wood; and snch slow and cautious movemeut was 
necessary as nearly to freeze men before any result could be obtaiJ;te~. A piece of walrus 
liver frozen at this temperature stripped the edge off a razor as If It had been made of 
plaster. On the 9th March, the temperature having risen to ._210 at one time, we. set 
to work and duO' a trench 4 feet in width all along the port Side down to our douhlmg, 
thereby relieving the ship of so much holding-down weight. O.n the 10th we went to 
work on the starboard side a much more difficult task, for the we was of such a close 
character as to be much lik~ flint. The water pumped out from the ship froze so uni
formlyas to leave no interstices, and pick-axes had not?ing. like the expected.effec.t. 
Six hours were required to diO' 25 feet in length, 4 feet m Width, and about 4 feet m 
depth. So closely did the ice'" cling to the ship's form t.hat not. only: was ~wery seam 
shown, but in many cases the exact fibre of the elm douhlmg was lmpnnted m the sur-
rounding mass. . . o. 

On the 12th March we were astonished by a nse m temperature to -0 .3. ThiS 
enabled llS to make good progress in digging the ship out, and we wel:e now at wO;k away 
under tue bows in furtherance of a plan to get at the fore foot. ThiS was t~ dig ~way 
the surface blocks, and reaching the main floe to ~ig until abou~ a foot remamed mter
vening. Then in our ordinary low temperature ICe would qUIckly form beneath, and 
we might go on until we had got down to a good depth. By the 23d our pla~ of 
digging after intervals of freezing had so far succeeded that. we had got down to 6} feet 
rlraft mark, but that night, uniortunatt'ly, the pressure of the water heneath was too 
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great and it burst through the bottom of our pit, flooding it,. the 10 ft. 10 ins. d~aft 
mark, necessitating an abandonment of the thinl?i altoge.ther, for we were now gettmg 
too high temperature to hope for such heavy freezmg agam. 

We then set to work to dig away the ice in order to get a look at the stern-post and 
propeller but in spite of the utmost care we only succeeded in reaching the top of the 
propeller' frame when the water beneath broke through and flooded the pit. As deep 
as we got no injury could be detected. 

Our time and attention were so entirely occupied with pumping water and trying to 
save coal that our liveS during this time seemed to be devoted to nothing short of pump
ing dry the Arctic Ocean with the least possible expenditure of fuel. It may be that I 
am dwelling too long and too minutely on these subjects, but our efforts were. so unre
mitting, our results so satisfactory, as to deserve somewhat more than a pB:Ssrng men
tion. I say our efforts and our results, though in fact these were made P?sslble by the 
skill and ingenuity of Mr. Melville, who hardly completed one labor-savmg as well as 
fuel-saving arrangement before he was engaged designing another. The evident harden
ing of the cement, &c., among the frames had so far reduced the amount of our leak, 
and the frequency with which the temperature rose to zero so lessened the discomfort of 
outside exposure, that we were able by the 7th of April to make a change in our pump
ing arrangements. The forward hand bilge pump not in use was taken up and placed 
within the fire-room hatch with its suction in the bilge; and the Baxter engine & 
boiler being removecl to the engine room were connected by gearing to the brake of this 
pump. Upon opening all flood-gates the water rushed aft freely, and was readily got rid 
of by this new steam-pump, in fact too readily, for pauses ensuing our hose delivery froze 
and this intermittent pumping had to be discontinued and the flood-gates closed. Upon 
making the attempt to do much of the pumping by hand we found pumping for 20 
minutes every hour would hold the water in check forward, and that the steam-cutter's 
boiler would drive the main engine bilge pump sufficiently fast to t,ake care of such 
water as filtered aft through the bulk-heads; and therefore toour great satisfaction we. 
were able to still further reduce our coal expenditure, keeping it at the reasonable amount 
of 220 Ibs. a day for pumping and distilling. 

I mentiou these items minutely to show how carefully our fuel was husbanded and 
how every pound was made to do its work before it was allowed to become ashes. I 
presume no one would have expected us to do hand pumping altogether, though it 
would of course have been more economical of fuel. The result in a short time would 
have been the complete exhaustion of our strength; and then if some further mishap 
had overtaken us, and we had been obliged to abandon our ship, we would have been in 
no condition for the long 200 miles of sledge dragging that separated us from the Siberian 
coast. Coals were more precious here than anywhere, it is true·, because not to be re
placed; but human life was of far greater value. Our usual monthly medical examina
tion showed us to be in good health and vigor thus far, and made me doubly careful to 
serve the same general excellence. 

By the 7th .April we had 18 hours sunlight daily, and even in the faintest of the 
six hours twilight we had light enough to navigate the ship were we only free. Long, 
sinuous lanes of water were to be seen here and there from aloft, but nothing of impor
tance came to view. The occasional openings in the floes were caused by the ice in 
motion with different velocities before the wind or from some offered obstructi.on here 
and there. No one opening was more than a few miles in length or a few yards in 
width, and consequently of no use to us save as fishing grounds for seals, and for this 
reason they were faithfully watched. 

There was one more manner in which pumping might be done that had not been re
sorted to, and this was by a windmill, and Mr. Melville so promptly devoted himself 
to the plans, and Alfred Sweetman so zealously and intelligently carried out the con
struction that ere long we had mounted on board ship a windmill that kept up the 
pumpiug as finely as heart could wish. Moreover, to utilize this new auxiliary in light 
breezes as well as in fresh winds, Mr. Mel ville designed and his force constructed a pump 
of boiler-tubes and placed it beside the bilge pump already in the fire-room hatch. 
When, therefore, the wind was too light to enable the windmill to work the large pnmp 
it was connected to the smaller boiler-tube pump, and thus we were able as soon as the 
temper~ture .be?ame at all reasonable to keep a steady stream of water flowing out of 
the ShiP, rehevmg greatly and very often altogether the strain of doing such work by 
hand. . The wind~ill was at first ma~e with s!Ieeting sails for facility of reefing, but not 
pre~entmg a snffiCl~ntly flat surface, L1eut. ChipP recommended that tin be substituted, 
which was done With good effect; an~ in fact so p~rfect had our labor-saving appliances 
now b~come that t.he leak by decreasmg seemed disposed to abandon the losing contest. 

AprIl 9th first bud of the year appeared-a raven lights on the ice near the ship· we 
fan to get him as a trophy. ' 
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. 15t~, two sn.o~-buntings, flying from sd., pause near ship and proceed NNW., where 
there 18 a SUSplClOUS appearance of land. 

16th. Temperature reaches +12°; .only 1 in~h of ice forms sounding sole. 
17th. Remove forecastle tent awnmg. CurIOus fact observed-mercury in artificial 

horizon" sea-saws" without blurring image; ice moved by swell. 601bs. fresh potatoes 
each week. 

Dec. 6th to April 17th, daily issue of lime juice. From April 17th to --- 3 days 
per week-Tu., Thur., & Sat. 

From --- to 2 days per week, Tu. & Fri. 
18th. Comparison of American and English pemmican. 
A,Pril18th. Ice wasting on th~ surface; surface hummocks greatly reduced; possibly 

1 mile an hour could he made WIth sleds; frequent openings occur; steam arising in jets 
or puffs. 

19th. Remark excellence of salt beef. Our process of packing it in snow and soakinO' 
it in the fire hole softens and freshens it; potato salad. '" 

21st. Raven seen close to; suspicious look of land north. 
22d. Small, dull-colored sand bird comes from S. E.; flies west. Appearance of open 

water on horizon all around; probably long narrow lanes; much water-sky from some 
causes. 

24th. Ice found to have wasted 8 inches from original thickness. 
25th. Loosening of ice in N. W. inferred; lat. in 72° 55'; drifting regularly before S. 

E. winds and deepening water. Almost steady fall of light snow duriNg whole of month; 
not enough for drinking purposes; softens as soon as falls. 

26th. Lat. 72° 56'; souudings suddenly decrease from 44~· to 31. 
27th. Temperature rises in middle of day to +25 (+21° at mid.) 
28th. Snow soft and wa,lking extremely bad; one flounders suddenly above his knees 

in rifts; shock of slip and labor of hauling legs out very wearing. 
29th. A gull flies by, bound west. 
30th. Much fog, occasioned by openings in the ice; thermometer reaches +2'94°; 20 

ducks (about) seen flying west; removed cabin porch. 
May 1st. Beautiful bright day. Temp. 27°.5 to 29°.8; fire allowed to die out during 

afternoon; all hands sunning themselves; sunburned to a brilliant red; bundle of spare 
sails opened; perfect condition; poop all winter; air clothing, bedding, and awnings; 
sun rise Oh. 55m. a. m.; remains above horrizon at midnight flrst time; temperature 
begins to fall as soon as sun passes prime outside, and reaches 1~·0 at midnight; amount 
of leak found to be only 800 gallons per hour; a kittiwake (Risso tridactylus) flies over 
ship W. to E. 

2nd. Curious feature in connection with liquid binnacle compasses. As the tempera
ture falls each night (sometimes below 10°) the needles are drawn to the right several 
degrees, and as the temperature increases in the morning, they gradually go back again, 
resuming anormal position, when the temperature is, say, 15° and over. As these com
passes (Ritchie liquid 7) in.) have not needles delicate enough to indicate similar vari
at.ions, and as no such movement in azimuth is made by the ship, can the occurrence be 
attributed to the effect of temperature on the mixture of glycerine and alcohol in which 
the cards float? 

4th. Water-sky frequent; light snow flurries common; difficulties in being sure that 
no snow water is drunk. 

7th. Air fillell with snow dust, causing brilliant parhelion of bright red and orange 
color. 

9th. Berth-deck again dry and comfortable. 
10th & 11th. Sameness and monotony. 
13th. Appearance of ice field at 200 yards; broken pieces hove up; bad travelling, 

sinking to one's breast without warning; flock of biTds fly from E. to W. 
lI:[ay 14th. Ice found to have gained 5 inch.es i~ thickness since .April 24th. . 
15th. Blocks offl'oe edge found reared up III all' 15 and 20 ft.; lee exerts a deadenlllg 

effect on wind seemingly. . 
16th. All pumping done by wind-mill; disagreeable smell .to the bIlge ':'l1:ter, tho~gh 

bilges are brig;ht. and clean; decaying animalcul::e, (?) or chemlCal decompOSItIOn of salllle 
constituents. (?) 

17th. Carpenters make keel-runners for boats. . . . . 
19th. Coal expenditure for all purposes, incl;,ding pumplllg and. diStIl~lllg, 400 Ibs ; 

go out to examine ice in neighborhood; two mIles N . .E. of the ShIP stnke a 1l1:ne of 
young ice; follow it to the westward for about three mlles, and could go furth.er If. de
sired. The young ice covers an opening which was ab?ut 200 hundr~d yards III WIdth 
in some places, and 500 yards in others. Along the mIddle. ru~s a vem of water ab?ut 
a foot wide. Occasionally pools and lanes are met, t,he nppllllg of th~ water belllg 
pleasant to eyes as well as to the ears. On each side of the young Ice the heavy 
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old ice stands piled up in irregular masses, 2? and 30 feet ~n heig~t, where ~res~ures had 
occurred. A month ago there was no openmg. The thIckest smgle floe IS eIght feet. 
Some seemingly fifteen feet in thickness are found to be two floes cemented together. 
General appearance, looking across country, ;,ery hilly and broken. . 

20th. Snow goggles unpleasant but beneficml; more or less compl~mt about eyesfeer
ing scorched and sore; but I am inclined to think that they occasl~nany remove the 
goggles when away from the ship. Dunbar the only one who had senous scorch. 

21st. Hemoved quarter deck awning; large flock of wild geese (?) fly from. S. E. to N. yv. 
22nd. Hard time getting 425 lbs. bear ham through rough ICe; MelVIlle, Amgull, 

myself, and eighteen dogs to do the work. .. " . . 
24th. Three little streams of water found runmng mto shaft alley on st b d SIde, thaw-

ing of accumulated ice between frames. (?) 
25th. Hopes for the future, because we have made as much to the N. W. this month 

as we made in previous eight months' imprisonment. . 
26th. Forty-two miles to the N.W. in five days; signs of thawing and wasting; all 

black substance, such as ashes, sink rapidly into the ice; wind has blown all .snow away 
to drift, and leaves bare ice exposed to the sun's rays: B. B;·" ° Near P?rt sl~e at noon 
= +720; white bulb do. = +70°; at 2 p. m. open an =+30 ,first tIme smce Octo
ber 10th. 

27th. No fire in cabin and berth-deck between 9 a. m. and 5 p. m.; pump completed; 
steam now only for distilling 35 gallons water; the suspicious leak in the shaft alley 
lessens; belief that it arises from thawing of ice among frames; very heavy water-sky, 
except due north, all day. 

28th. Much gloomy and dull weather this month; fine snow falling at some time every 
day. 

29th. Sleet and snow; thermometer = 32°.2 at 4 p. m.; ice becoming soft and sloppy. 

30th. Supposition that we may eventually describe curve C 
Thermom. 35° at noon; ice all sloppy; water running from it in all directions. 

31st. Preparing to dismount deck-house. 
June 1st. Hesumed the hauling of the dredge; thick fogs; frequent falls of ligh t 

snow. 
2nd. Fine sum .. mer day! N\V. gale and snow-storm; temp. 25° to 33°; 34 fathoms, 

deepening a little; althongh the surface of the floe is soft and mushy, and we can see 
it waste away, and though the water is all around our diteh, the ice at the sounding 
hole (100 yds. on stbd. qr.) is yet 48 inches thick. That waste does occur to the sur
face of the floe is evident, not only by the sinking of ashes and dirt, but by the. reap
pearance of things long since buried; great delight of the dogs thereat. 

3rd. Hypothesis as to direction of ice movement eventually. 
4th. Doctor Ambler's report anent Nelse Iverson; dismantling deck-house since 1st; 

unpacking loaded sleds, and rearranging deck load of provisions. 
5th. Headiness with which we change our drift with shifts of wind assnmed to indi

cate general looseness of the ice; much water-sky in va.rious directions. 
6th. Hain;" temperature = 33°. 
7th. Scraping ship's side in readiness for painting; discontinued fires permanently for 

summer in cabin and on b. deck; temp. 23° to 28°. 
10th. SE. gale; frequent snow. 
11th. Thick fog or impenetrable snow. 
12th. These are I think our gloomiest days; not alone because of the unpleasant 

weather, but because of continued disappointment, (by after day; sun soon at hi~ 
greatest northing. 
. 14th. General reflections upon physical condition of cabin party; all sorts of weather 
m one day-sometimes a little blue sky, oftener overcast, a little fog, a little suow, and 
some squalls. Going to the southward generally this month. 

15th. From aloft we can see ponds here and there at long intervals. 

17th. Observe well-defined comet ~ in N. \V. 

18th. Monotony very depressing; ov: nine months have we been held fast and driftell 
here and there at the will of the wind. So long as the temperature gave no chance for 
a change no one expected it, and we cheerfully accepted the inevitable. When, during 
the month. of May, we steadily drifted to the nd. and wd., we were nearly as well 
pleased ~ if we had had a lane to move the ship along in, for we were adi:ancing. Since 
the 4th I.nst. we have been as steadily goiug back, and to-day we are very nearly in the 
~ame latItude we .reached.a month ago, and about fifteen miles west of our old track, go
mg on backward m our flIght. Here, then, so far as we can judge, is a month lost, and 

*Black bulb thermometer.-J. A. 
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wo~se than los~, for we have got into shallower water (21 fms.), where but little wave 
actIOn ea~ ~r ~Ill take place to b~eak up the field. which surrounds us. Water-sky in 
ab~ndance mdlCatt:s some pond~, If not larger opemngs, though as they change positions 
daily, no very considerable openmg can have occurred. In our immediate vicinity where 
the water p~rnped from the sh~p froze over. the old ~ce, the crust is thawing and forming 
ponds. This ma;kes our walklI:g uncertam, for WIthout warning one is apt to break 
through, and b~ 1':1- water over hIS knees. By the wasting of the ice the ship is more un
covered, an~ Wlthm a. dal or two we have noticed that she has come up, cradle and all, 
about four mches, as mdlCated by the falling of the water level on her doubling. 

Every .day: Mr. Dunbar and the men are out on the hunt, and occasionally a seal is 
b.rought m, m to.w of the dogs, a.s a result. All bears seem to have disappeared, not a 
Sllgle track hav~ng been seen ~or some d'lYs. They evidently have gone to the land, 
where the breedmg season of bll'ds affords them more attractive food than seal meat at 
rare intervals. 

20th. Newcomb, while out to-cby, found a dozen mosquitoes and brou.,.ht them care
fully ~ the ship. The;y were fo.und on the snow, lying dull and sluggish~ as if blown a 
long dlst..'tnce by the wmd. Dally average coal expenditure = 185 Ibs cooking and dis-
tilling. ' 

21st. Quite a long description of daily monotonous existence. 
22d. Third Ross' gull captured. 
23d. Twenty-seven seals on hand. The supply of granulated ice being difficult of ac

cess, on account of the sloppy condition of our surroundings making bud sledding, we 
now fill our tank with the water drawn from the pools. (This has a sp. gr. of 1.0005 to 
1.001, and its use for a limited time may be permitted.) 

Remarked that all revolving stDrm centres pass to sd. of us. Dogs troubled by heat; 
at 32° Fahr. we are merely comfortable. 

June 24th. Rain. 
25th. One more Ross' gull, 9 seals; temp. 37°.5 at3 p. m. 
27th. From the crow's nest we can see that we are in the center of an ice island, " 

lane of water in some plMes {- mile wide, seemingly at a distance of mile; beyoud, 
however, in all directions ice to the horizon. 

2Bth. Mr. Dlmbar started out with the dinghy on a sled to go ducking iu the lane of 
water 1 mile N. W. of the ship. He came back about 4 p. m. with 1:3 ducks, and in
formed me that he had followed the lane (which he thought was north) tor nearly 15 
miles without coming to its end, it being in places 1 of a mile wide. The ice on each 
side was very old and heavy, 5 and 6 feet out of water, and so deep under water that he 
could not see the bottom of it. I began to look upon this as an avenue of escape, and 
ran over in my mind how I could get the ship through the mile of intervening ice into 
the lane and push on for something; but at midnight the laue commenced to close. 

Supposed leak in the shaft alley stopped altogether; the ice right around us wasting 
very fast; ship and cradle still rising;. the surface of the floe is dotted here and there 
with small lakes, which euable us to readily get water for our tank, and also present so 
many excellent laundries for washing clothes. But at midnight the temperature has 
fallen to 27°.7, .and now at the end of June we have ic(' forming on the surface of our 
ponds. 

30th. 50 miles S. x E. of where we were ou .June 1st. 
July 1st. Commence a new month with bright, pleasant weather; temperature vary-

ing from 33 to 38°. . 
2d. Temperature rises to 46.04 (the highest it got all summer). 
3d. The amount of water finding its way into the fore peak has become very small 

within the last week or two, just a sm'lll stream running over the ,I floors; " but to-day even 
that small amount has ceased, and the fore peak and flour room are both as dTY as a bone. 
The amouut of water lodging in the fire-room bilge is correspondingly small. 'We have 
been accustomed to let about 5 inches accumulate, in order to have a convenient feed for 
Qur distilling apparatus, runuing the wind-mill or pumping by hand when that ~epth 
has been exceeded. The light airs and calms of the past day or t,wo h,we necesSItated 
the use of the Qr. Dk. bilge pump, and I have remaTked that, a dozen strokes or so each 
hour caused it to "suck." The melting of the surface-ice aronnd us has so much de
creased the mass of ice surroimding the ship that the cradle has been buoyed up by the 
water, bringing the ship into it. The de~rease of the leak is pleasant enongh, though of 
course I can assie:n no positive re&~on for It. The change from 3,663 g'lllons per hour to 
a dozen strokes of a hand bilge pump is too re~ark'lble to be mentio~led casually. The 
change has been a gradual one also. The settling down and har~enlllg ?f the oatmeal, 
white lead oakum &c. amon" the frames may have caused a paTtllll barner t,o the water 
and the raising of the sllip and ice out of the water, and thus diminish~ng the height of 
the waterhead may have so decreased the pressure as to make that barner effectual. As 
no water flows into the fore peak this seems to follow naturally, and the small accumu-
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lation in the fire-room may proceed from some ot)ler source yet undiscovered. While it 
continues small it will occasion no inconvenience. Weare unable to get under the coal
bunkers because of the 56-odd tons of coal there, and it is of course impracticable to 
move this quantity while daily hoping for a breaking up of the ice and the resumption 
of our voyage. Our daily expenditure of fuel now amounts to 170 lbs. (110 lbs. galley, 
60 lbs. distilling); but to-day by test the Dr. finds th.e granulated surface wasted iceco~
tains only 2 grains chlaime per gallon! and we shall In two days. save the 60.lbs. used.In 
distilling. The little ponds in our neIghborhood has been freezIng every mght at mId
night with the temperature 30 and 31°, thus indicating the comparative freshness of the 
water. Our dogs drink freely from these ponds. Upwards of 40 seals on hand. 

4th. Thick fog; penetrating mist; temp. 2B~· to 36°. 
5th. Celebrated July 4th. Thick fog and searching mist; flags all covered with frost

brine when hauled down. 
6th. Hunting parties returning have circumnavigated our island, about :.l} miles iu 

diameter, with narrow canal running all around it. 
7th. Nowhere in my life have I experienced such a perfect silence as prevails in these 

icy wastes when the wind dies away. It is positively maddening. After 10 p. m., When 
all noise ceases on board ship and the dogs are dozing away on ash heaps and dirty spots 
around her, if one stands a little apart and looks at the surroundings he feels inclined 
to believe that no life exists but his own. On such occasions I go a little distance off 
and ruminate over our past and wouder as to our future; but to-night the silence was so 
painful as to force me back to the cabin, where human beings might be seen and their 
voices heard. 

The running of the melted ice over the floes in long lanes has made regular sluice-ways, 
through which the water runs to find the sea level. Our old sounding hole, about 100 
yards on our stb'd quarter, offers an inlet to the sea, and several streams have scored 
a way, or had a way made for them. This running water has wasted away the ice be
neath until at the edges of the hole it is but two feet thick and covered by six inches of 
water, swirling about like a maelstrohm. Looking through this hole is like looking 
into some black cavern. Thick fog; some rain, and much mist. 

Bth. Mr. Dunbar having reported seeing some very thick ice was directed to carry"a 
measuring line, with hook attached. He finds ice 10} feet thick, and some 14! feet thick. 
I am satisfied that B feet is the maximum thickness of ice found at temperatures sttch as 
10e have had, and any greater thickness is formed by snow deposit or by overriding floes, 
seemingly one piece because pf interfreezing. 

9th. Loose sails, first time in 10 months; perfect condition. 
10th. Day of steady rain and fog, and to our sensation more disagreeable than the 

coldest weather of winter. Temperature ranges between 32° and 35°. Dampness seems 
to pierce to the marrow; dry cold seldom heeded. 

July 11th. Since the distilling has ceased we light a wood fire in the galley every 
evening to boil the tea water. Our empty barrels and boxes have accumulated largely, 
and we have quite a supply to haul on for accidental fires instead of using coal . 
. 13th. We seem to be coming up slowly, ice and all, as indicated by the gradual fall
Ing of the water-level on our hull. Our usual heel of 5° to starboard is also increasing 
s~ightly. In order to get an idea of the correct thickness of the ice in our neighborl:\ood 
(m case subsequent emergency should make it advisable to dig or saw out a dock or 
basin if possible and make an effort to drag~he ship into it) I direct borings to be made 
in the floe, and Chipp obtained the following results: • 

Thickness of the ice under the stern, 
" "', 50 feet astern 
" "" 100 " ' 
" "" 150" , , 

Below water. 

= 5 feet 4 inches. 
=4 " 3 " 
=5 " 0 " 
=5 " 0 " 

Total. 

== 5 ft. 8 inches .. 
-'-4 " 7 " 
=5 " 4 " 
=5 " 4 " 

. The ice as a general thing h~ its surface 4 inch~ abfYve surface oithe water. The ship 
IS held firmly by a cradle of Ice. From the mammast forward there is a second floe 
piece, which shoved under the first floe on January 19th. 

Walked. out about 2} miles to the S. E., where there has been an opening affording 
seal. shootmg. In a straight line the distance is about It miles, but owing to inter. ' 
ye~g small ponds many detours a:e necessary:. Th~e ponds, though formed by surface 
thawmg, are kl~ee deep, and sometimes too Wide to Jump across. Arrived at the open 
,:,ater, I fo~nd ~t nea:ly closed, about 6 feet in width remaining. Near this was con
Siderable duty Ice, WIth shells and smooth pebbles, showing that it has been on the 
bottom or has rubbed along the land; or, query? is it refuse matter left on it by a walrus ? 
(We know that the tusks of the walrus are the means by which the aninIal digs up shell
~sh from ~he bottom, and it may be that tearing up a lump of the bottom in quest of 
fOod he brmgs the whole mouthful to the surface ice to overhaul it more comfortably. 
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Though not pertinent to this case, I am reminded here of the ducks who take in ballast 
to facilitate diving, an~ eject it for more convenient flying.) Near by we found a log, 
heavy from water soakmg, but sound and fresh at the fractured end. 

15th. R~in, mist,. and thick fog. We feel this damp cold very much. 
16th. Ml8t and fog; temperature 31° to 32°. This seems to be the time for seals to 

shed their coats, for all our captures are made while the seal is out of the water gett,ing 
rid of his old hair by rubbing on the ice. 

17. Much fog-mist and rain; and in the afternoon 81W1V. 

18th. This kind of life is most discouraging. If we were only drifting towards 0111' goal 
we would be somewhat content; but, alas! we are steadily drifting away from it· as if 
in our e~forced idleness we were accomplishing anything for the good of science or hunlan 
nature, It would be a comfort. But instead of either we are simply burning coal to cook 
food to COllSume day after day. Over 10 months of this imprisonment have we had and 
in fact I can hardly assign any reason why it should not last any multiple of 10 m~nths 
more. Currents there are none, except such as are created locally and temporarily by a 
wind, see-saw, jiggy-jiggy, northwest, with a S. E. wind, and then S. E. with a N. W. 
wind. The surface water shows no increase of tempe~ature that is not due to the air, 
and the bottom water has a temperature of 300 • Fog-mIst and snow; temp. 290 .5to 330 • 

19th. When one is tempted to feel blue of late, the sun, which under ordinary cir
cumstances induces chJ')erflllness, rather adds to our disgust. For, as observations of 
that lllminary determine our position, we are informed on each occasion how far we have 
gone backward; or, in other words, how much nearer we are to the South Pole instead 
of the North Pole. In the last 3 days we have gone 131 miles S.xW., though we have 
been having IV. and N. W. winds. Job is recorded to have had many trials and tribula
tions, which he bore with wonderful patience, but so far as is known he was never caught 
in pack ice, and drifted S.xW. with W. winds. However, his may have been an ante
glacial period. 

The ship is in the center of an irregularly-shaped island, about 3 miles in diameter, 
and which is separated from the neighboring ice by a lane i of a mile in width. I am 
satisfied that most of this island is of one winter's ice growth, formed over the lake into 
which we were squeezed last November. The remainder, however (chiefly the borders), 
is ice of great tbickness, perhaps 40 feet; the surfaces 3 feet above 'the water in level 
places; and, as frequently hummocks 40 feet in height are seen, the adjacent country 
may be called a rolling continuation of hills and dales, interspersed with jagged masses 
of broken floe edge, full of snow pits, and studded into ponds, as easy to travel over as 
to go through a city over the house tops. 

20th. Fog-mist and rain; temp. 310 to 350 (backward summer). 
21st. I can safely say that I did not feel one half as uncomfortable during the winter, 

with a temperature of -300 , as I do now at a temperature of 300
. 

22d. Started to see more of our ice island. I succeeded, however, in getting around 
from west to north only the traveling being very rough indeed. Arriving at "north," 
I found the lane of water closing up, the five-foot (one season's) ice piling up in hu!,"C 
slabs on some very old and heavy ice. The sight and sound quite carried me back to our 
experience during the winter. As the soft state of the surtiwes rendered the" llJigh 
scream" impossible there was not much terror inspired; but one cOllld not help being 
impressed with the 'tremendous force with which these blocks were crashed along, reared 
up, and tumbled over, and the silent grinning "surge" with which the force continued 
when one would sllppose it counteracted and ended. ~ere I was. ready to turn back, 
having been out 3 hours, and being we~ through fl:om wa~mg and .bemg dragged through 
ponds too wide to go around without Immensely mcreasmg the dIstance. 

A truly wretched day; squally, rainy, snowy, &. what not. At 6 a. m. ~hipp re
quired 7 letters to record the state of the weather, VIZ, o. c. m. q. p. r. s., whlCh shows 
it must have been somewhat mixed. Temp. bet. 31° and 33°. 

The wasting of the ice cradle allows the ~hip to settle, an~ o.ur leak slightly inc:easetl. 
On the 15th our leak was 205 gallons per dIem, and to-day It IS 271 gallons per dIem. 

23d. Fog-mist, and a little snow; temp. between 29°.5 and 31°. Are we to have no 
summer at all ? 

26th. An unfortunate accident. Alexy had been out shooting, and brought back for 
his examination a Remington cartridge which had faile~ to explode. Sitting down 
quietly, and without being observed, he placed the car~ndge betw~en t.he t~~m? aD:d 
finger of his left halild, while he picked away at the fllll!llllate cap wl~h hIS klllfe III hIS 
right hand. Suddenly the C!lrtrid~e exploded, a~d, wIth~ut detaC!llng the .lmll.et" ~he 
shell flew out into ragged edges WhlCh cut Alexey s hand sadly, beSIdes burlllng It WIth 
the powder. He was at once ,{ sadly demoralized native, the shock affecting him t'OIl-

siderably. . . . f 
Temperature 33° by noon, 28°.5 at midnight, and this 18 the heIght 0 snmmer. R.e-

flections on past and present. 
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27th. Snow falls nearly all day; temp. between 26° and 3?0. . 
28th. Temp. rises from 29°.4 to 34°. During afternoon lIght snow fell ste,~dIly, and 

at 11 p. m. both rain and hail. For a summer day the weather was of course perfectly 
lovely." . h . 

31st. Ther. 30° to 32°, mist-rain, snow, and wind sqnalls. If thIS mont IS a sample 
of July weather here generally, I do not want to see any more of it. . . 

August 1st. Sad opening for the last month of summer. Snow, ram, fog, mIst; ther
IDomter 30°.2 to 33°.5 to 28°. Surface of all ponds and streams freezes, of course. 

2d. Our humdrum existence i~ occasionally varied by finding shells, pieces ~f sponge, 
or bits of wood on the ice. These are being uncovered by the gradual ~eltmg of the 
snow and ice and of course we cannot say how long they may have remamed there, or 
how they ca~e there originally. In the absen~e of fact;s, theories are as various as they 
are incougruous. Shells may be ascribe~ to d:lft, to bemg broug~t up :?"om the bottom 
by grounding [tnd turning floes, or to bemg rejected by walruses m feedmg. 

3d. Southerly winds; temp. 25°.5 to 34°.5 to 33°.2. Between 5 and 8 p. m. a strong 
odor of burning brush-wood filled the air, and was noticed by everybody except myself, 
and I had such a cold in the head as to lose sense of smell. From 6 to 10 p. m. a de
dded haze was apparent but whether the haze and the odor of burning brush-wood can 
be connected in any way remains for future investigation. Ice seems to be compact 
again in all directions. . ' . 

4th. Some rain & some snow, we have, of course. It IS a poor summer day m tIns 
part of the world when we have not either or both. 

8th. Another week has come and gone, and leaves our situation uuchanged. What 
ehance there is for a change may be inferred from to-day's temperature, 23° to 31°.5. 

9th. Refreshing and soul-inspiring temperature, 21° to 31°. Fog and light snow, 
varied by fog and hail. 

11th. Leak increasing from 8} galls. per hour, July 15th, to 46l gallons per hour. 
13th. Sunset lOll. 20m. On the 6th inst., by our lat. and his declination the sun 

was really below our horizon at midnight, but fogs were so regularly prevailing as to 
hide him about that time. To-night, however, we have clear weather, and can realize 
the fact that the sun at midnight is to us a thing of the past. 

l!)th. Our milcl weather (31°.5 to 34°) continues, and so does the fog. It is surprising 
to see how fog cuts away the ice. The feeble sun of June 21st did not do one half as 
much execution as the fog did to-day. The ice seems actually rotting away. The· sur
face is soft ancl spongy, ancl fully honey-combed, though of course ice varying from 2 to 
20 feet in thickness yet remains to stop us. The ship is yet held affectionately by ice 
gripping her nearly down to her keel, ancl heeling her over 7}O to stbd. Here and 
there on either beam, holes varying in diameter from 1 to 6 feet extend down through 
the ice; and at a distance of ~ mile on the stbd beam and 1 mile on the port beam 
there is a narrow lane of water, which serves to make our immediate vicinity an island. 
So that if we could get to this lane we might have the pleasure of sailing arouncl a circle, 
were we not crushed by the ice coming together; for beyond the lane in any given direc
tion is ice of the cheerful ancl consoling thickness of 20 to 40 feet. 

16th. To-clay I virtually decicled that our chance of getting free this summer was gone, 
though as it never came it seems strange to speak of it as gone. In accorclance with my 
plan for the cleck-honse cluriug the coming "'inter, Sweetman commenced altering the 
frames ancl stanchions of that eclifice. 

17th. And so clay by clay our glorious summer is passing away, ancl we are accom
plishing nothing. It is painful beyond expression to go Ul'ouncl the ice in the morning 
and see liO change since the night before, and to look the last thing at night at the same 
things we saw in the morning. Ancl this has continued nearly a year. High as the 
temperature now is (34°-29°.7), with foggy wmtther a claily occurrence, we are yet helcl 
fast, seeing only poncls here ancl there, two and three feet cleep, ancl occasionally having 
a hole through to the sea beneath. Is this always a dead sea'? Does the ice never find 
an outlet? Surely it ::nus~ g~ somewhere,. for, as the thawing in three months by no 
me!,ns equ.als the free~mg m pme months, It. would require but a few years to make a 
solid chokmg up of ~llIS Arc.tIC Oce~n. The .ICe does not go out through Behring's Strait, 
for all or nearly all ICe met m Behrmg's Sea IS formed in that locality. It has no re!mla.r 
set i~ a.ny clire~tion, north, east, or west, as far as I c[!'n judge, but' it slowly surg~s in 
obeclIence to wmcl pressure, and grinds back again to an equilibrium when the pressure 
ceases. Are there any ticles in this ocean? Driftino- about as we do no ticlal measure
ments are p~ssible, of cou~'se. 'Vhen last fall ancl ';inter we hacl om? greatest pressure, 
at new [1ml iull moon, theIr regular recurrence seemed to indicate that tidal a.ction ex
istecl. But now ~he moon ~reates nothing. Full moon or new moon, last quarter or 
first quarter, the ICe seems Immoveable as a rock. We are of course farther north now 
than we were last winter, and may have got beyond the Siberian ticles and be still south 
-of the tides mentionecl as flowing and ebbing tlirough McClure Strait.' Our water tem-
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perature and soundings taken daily g~ve no encouragement. The surface has generally 
~ temperatu~e .of 34°, due of course to Its exposure to the sun and its capacity for absorb
mg and retammg heat. Two fathoms below the surface the temperature is 31°, and at 
the bo~tom 30°. At a te~peratnre but 7~0 above the freezing point of sea water, the 
lower ICe cannot melt rapIdly. On the surface the sun's rays or the cutting fog or the 
warmer water at the edges makes a wasted and rotten material, but under water the 
~ce hils apparently. the ~me flinty hardness it had during midwinter; and it is of such 
Irregular and varylllg thIckness that no idea can be formed of its age or origin. We 
know that last November, when we were squeezed out of the hea\'y- ice into our present 
location, we came into open water, a lake, so to speak. By careful measurements we 
know t,hat ice has formed over this lake to a thickness of 5 feet 4 inches by February 
4th; after which time its thickness could no longer be accurately measured because of 
nnderriding floes, though it is reasonable to suppose 7 feet not in excess. On the 13th 
July that ice was 5 feet in thickness, and to-day (August 17th) it is 3 feet 5 inches thick. 
Either we have had our summer or are yet to have it. The latter seems absurd at this 
late date. If we have had our summer, 3 feet 7 inches may be taken as the amount of 
one season's thaw, and the remaining 3 feet 5 inches will form a basis for next winter. 
Already our little ponds have frozen during the night and remain frozen until noon of 
the next day. This much being said of thin ice right around us, how are we to discuss
ice which is 12 feet, 22 feet. 24 feet, 30 feet, and even 40 feet in thickness? We see 
daily ice which has been piled up in confused masses 24 feet above the surface of the 
water, and can only guess as to its thickness below. We (hop a lead down to a project-

fig 'm.gue 12 foot thu", ~ ".d thiuk we h'" th, thlclm_ " 

that floe at all events; but; lo! a little further l\nd we see a second projecting tongue, or 
perhaps a third thus: 

and we sometimes get 22 feet in this way, Ilmking 46 feet in all without being certain that 
we have got to the lowest layer of the mass which we ha:ve. climbed ove~. Really an_d 
truly I believe no such ice exist~ elsewhere; but whether It 18 a paleocryst'lc sea or not IS 
a moot question. 

17th. A marvellous temperature, 31° to 40°, leads us to hope for 80n:ething .after all. 
An unfortunate accident occurred to-day. H. H. Kaack (sea.). while passmg along 

the berth-deck fell and broke the elbow-joint of his right arm. Beyond the long time 
(six weeks or so) necessary for a union to for~ between ~he brokeu bone.~ and the.con
tinued contemplation of one more incapable III ca.~e of dIsaster to the slllp, thQre IS no 
serious eonseq uence to be feared. 

22d. Close quarters with a bear. .., . 
24th. Bnt a short time since and we were revellmg m the enjoyment of ~ su.n above the 

horizon the whole 24 hours and to-night a lantern was necessary at nudmght to read 
the anemometer. For abol~t 2 weeks we have had the cabin lamp lighted at 9 p. m. 
Our daily hunting parties are coming back empty ha.nded. Seals enough are seen and 
shot, but they sink almost at once and a~e lost. ThIS seelllS, as I have s~mewhere be
fore remarked to be the season for sheddmg coats, and there would appear to be a con
nection betwe~n the shedding and loss of fat. Under ordinary circumstances the seal 
when shot is buoyant enough to float until his carcase call be reached by a kayak; but 
now the moment the skin is punctured down pussy goes. ., -

All reports seem to agree in pronollncill:g .the ice in a wast~d and dlsmte~ated COIl

ditic;lll, needing only a fresh blow to send It mto blocks and pIeces. Fog, mISt, and oc-
casional drizzling rain; temp., 31.5° to 35.5°. . '. 

25th. I have been anxious to have a sight of ourpr.opell~r to k~ow ~hether aUY.lllJury 
was sustained during our numerous ice squeezes and Jammmgs. rh!llCe surroundmg the 
lhip's stern had a thickness of 9 feet in some places, and Its surface was about 2 feet 
under water. Sawing it seemed a herculean task, while bla.~ting it with torpedoes might 

H. Ex. 108-23 
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:injnre the ship. However, sawing was resorted to and successfully ~anaged by Lieut. 
Chipp. When we had cleared away the larg~ blocks the screw was tnced up, ~nd to our 
great satisfaction found as perfect as the day It was attached ~ the 8hafl:. SatISfied ~a~ 
its being in place added greatly to strengthen the stern-post, It was agam lowered to Its 
seat. 

In sawing the ice work was carried on on both sides, and when the heavy floes. were 
nearly sawn through they broke by reason of the upward pressure of th.e water, ~d 
came bumping up t{) the surface. So much of t.he shIp as was abaft the mammast bemg 
thus released from its icy cradle, the following results ensued: . 

(Log.) "The ship immediately. went down in. the water 7 m~hes aft, and came np 
forward i inch, thc water level belllg now at a h.mght of 7 feet 2 mches on t~e stern II?d 
13 feet 91! inches on the rudder-post. The heel IS now 8~0 to starboard, havmg been m
creased only !o by the change in immersion. The ship is yet firmly held by ice, which 
extends from the main rigging on the port side around the bows and to the after part of 
the fore rigging on the starboard side, and which, where possible to measure, is fou~d to 
have a thickness of 10 feet 11 inches. It probably extends nnder the keel, formmg a 
cradle; and though it would perhaps be possible to haul the ship astern :into a small pool 
of clear water, it is not attempted for fear of increasing the fiwility with which water 
might enter through the damaged stern, and so require additional labor, . QT even steam 
pumping, to keep the ship free. Without a single lead of water in any direction, acces
sible to the ship, her being navigated is imp{)S8ible, and there would be nothing gained 
by her being floated into a small lake." 

Crimson snow; meteoric"iron (?). 
29th. Temp., 34°-28°.2; ice forming over all ponds again, rema:ininguntil noon of the 

following day. . 
The outlook from the crow's-nest is dreary enough: ice, ice, ice; in the little basin or 

valley in which we are numerous rivelets and pond holes may be seen, but beyond what 
was our encircling mountain ridge 20 to 40 feet high but is a ragged mass of confused 
chunks, there is a seemingly endless ice desert with a black pool here and there, but no 
leads, no channels, no avenues of advance or retreat. 

30th. At midnight Jupiter and Saturn visible; birds flying south, 34°-26°.5. 
31st. The last day of summer, :)7°.2 to 25°.2, anti ice !l- of an inch over all ponds. 

Faint aurora visible at 11.15 p. m. 
September 1st. At last we are on an even keel. This morning at 9.35 the ship sud

denly righted, and moved astern about 2 feet. It was done very quietly and without 
shock except to a dog which was on the gangplank, and was suddenly tumbled to the 
ice below. New ice had formed around our fore part to the thickness of nearly an inch 
and the cracking and breaking of this sheet was the only accompaniment to our move
ment. One or two large chunks of ice rose to the surface from below on the port side 
and then all was still. By previous orders, at the first movement Sweetman ran down in 
the fore peek, and closed the opening in the extra bulk-head built last January. I feared 
that our taking water again would largely incrc3Se, but we found for the time no difference. 
The water level on the ship was at the height of 8 feet 4 inches on the stem and 13 feet 
5} :inches on the rudder post. Believing that the ship was fairly afloat (her stern being 
16 inches from the gToove in which it had been resting) we carried an ice-claw to the 
floe astern and planted it on our port quarter, and then bending a hawser to it we tried 
t? heave the ship astern with the capstan. To my surprise, beyond swinging her bow a 
httle to starboard, perhaps a point. the ship was immovable. Thinking the ice on 
either bow was holding her, we took the ice-claw more nearly astern and hove again until 
we parted the hawser. Upon examining the ice around the bows the ship seemed clear, 
but upon probing with a stick we struck ice atadepth of 7 feet 4 inches. Evidently, then, 
keel and forefoot were yet held in a cradle. Desiring to. get a little away from the 
heavy floe which had damaged us last winter, a large hawser was now brought into use, 
and we hove and hove without effect. An ice-saw, worked by a rope fi'om the fore-yard
arm, WaB then set at work to cut throngh 11 feet thickness of ice in the manner shown 
on page 355. 
. After we, had cut through 6 fee~ longitudinally we found that more water waa coming 
mto the shIp than usual, and feanng to make a bad matter even worse if we oontinued 
to saw, the order was given to "beby everything" and no further attempt to floot the 
ship was made on this occasion. ' 

.A computation of the amount of the leak bas;;d on the area of the pump and the 
number of strokes, gives a result of 114.\ galI~ns of water per hour, and we had only46! 
gallons per hour on August 11th. Hence our efforts to float the ship have increased the' 
leak about 2~.,times, 

The COI~fort ofb~ing on an even keel is very great. No longer is moving aoout awk
ward and mconvementj no longer do our plates, &c., sh<JW a tendency t{) slide away from 
us, and no longer do we haw; to mount high in the air to get on board ship from the ice. 
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Temperature rises from 24° to 36°.5; but during the aft;ernoon we have an impenetrable 
fog. 

2nd. A cheerless day. The usual fog in the forenoon, and from noon to midnight an 
almost steady fall of very thin snow. In one day we seem to have jumped into winter. 
All our lakes and rivulets are covered with ice an inch in thickness, and that in turn be
ing covered by snow the general outlook is as cold and comfortless as possible. Num
erous flocks of phalaropes flying to S. W. from N. E. 

5th. One year in the ice, and only 150 miles to the nd. & wd. of where we entered it. 
If a time ever comes when I can sit down quietly, free from the mental strain I am now 
undergoing, I dare say I shall be able to describe in some coherent style my thoughts 

d fi Ii B t t this moment I have neither power norinclination to m~ntion them 
:- ane; ~rith. u~xiety, disappointment, difficul~ies! troubles, are all so mseparably 
mixed that I am unable to select anyone for a begmnIll~. . 

6th. 270 to 170; refrtlshingly low temperature. Is thIS IndIan summe,,? Ifso, what 

is Indian winter? . db th . db' S rtt' d cracking of the new ice in the lanes and ponds, cause y. e WIll r)ng-
ing1he ~~~:: floes together, brings to ~nr mind our ~xpe.rience of last wIllter, and pre
pares us for the contemplation of what 18 before us thIS wrnter. 
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7th. The deck-house and preparations for closing it in occupy our time and attention, 
and it is finally concluded by the 14th. .'fhis new arrangement of d~ck-house was a ~e
cided success over the experienceoflast wmter. In the first place, as It covered the entire 
berth-deck there was none of the deposit of beads of moisture on the beams to drip into 
the berths. Next, the temperature of the berth-deck could be kept. at a comfortable 
height with due regard to ventilation; and last, the absence of fire m the deck-house 
ensured a tolerahly dry footing within that edifice. The ~rawing shows t~e general 
arrangement.·" The berth-deck sky-light was now always oft, and a trap cut 1Il the roof 
of the deck-house over it supplied fresh air and let out foul, as the case might be. The 
berth-deck stoye-pipe passing upward gave some little heat within the deck-house, and 
the galley-room stove-pipe likewise pa.~sing upward added to it. The heat ascended from 
the berth-deck through the sky-light hole, and through the fire-hatch, and so relieved 
the deck-house from considerable cold, though not enough to prevent condensation and 
freezing. Except in extraordinary rises of temperature of t.he open air, no melting took 
place within, and there was gener~lly neither slop nor drip. . . 

This new arrangement necessanly threw the cook-house out III the cold, but we built 
porches to it on either side and ~adde(~ its forward end with the felt whicJ: had beeD: of 
no use in the deck-house the prevIOUS WlIlter. At first, as eold weather set 1Il, the mOIst
ure formed back of the steward's and eook's berths, and was troublesome by dripping 
down on the mattresses. But this was overcome by building pockets behind them, and 

. occasionally removing the ice. 
15th. A regular stormy day of wind and snow-NW., 16 to 26 miles an hour. Clouds 

n' of snow whirled through the air. Drifts, into which 

rr 1 
one might flounder to his waist, were as common as 

01 I -- -- water holes used to be a month ago, and between 
-- -- them bare places of ice were as smooth as glass by 
-- - th.e friction of .the snow-b.last, caused h~els to ft~ up 

L ___ ..L._L-______ -,-_:-:-:-__ ~ WIthout warnmg or aVOIdance. Lookmg to wmd
ward was a sheer impossibility. Even the dogs, usually so indifferent to weather, were 
utterly disgusted, and after vainly seeking a shelter under the ship's side, or to leeward 
ofa barrel, fairly gave it up and h1Y down anywhere and allowed themselves to be snowed 
in, Mounds here and there showed for a time where a dog was, but after a while these 
became undistingnishable, and a smothered howl now and then, as we ploughed along, 
was the first evidence we had of the presence of a dog. 

Fires lighted; temperature 19°.;; to 9°.5. ~We stood the cold until 1I00n, and then I 
was forced to order fires lighted. Got up all our pemmican into the deck-house. 

19th. Cole's and Lee's rooms acting as condensers; Chipp suggests stove for galley
room. Adopted, lIem. con. Sure to be necessary before long to keep pump from freez
ing, and to ayoid freezing lime juice, &c., in store-room. 

And so we prepare for our second winter in the pack. In some respects we are better 
prepared for it than for our first, thongh no preparation can be complete or effeetual for 
such a life. We are tolerably eertain of being quite a~ comtortable aft, and we are sure 
that the men will be more comfortable forward. If we are to have the same anxiety and 
trouble this winter that we had htst we must bear it patiently, for we can neither avoid 
nor prevent it; and as far a.s getting ready for possible disaster, I think we have neglected 
nothing. Our experience of last winter showed us that our St. Michael's sledges were 
not fitted to drag the heavy weights necessary in case of abandonment, and none of them 
would have carried a boat. New and heavier sleds were then built, as well as especial 
sleds to carry our two dingheys; so that we are now much better off in that respeet. 
But the wisdom of keeping sleds loaded on board ship is not clear to my mind, for in 
case of emergency I question our ability to get these loaded sleds to the ice without seri
ous injury, even if the men had time to get'them out one after the other. And again, 
if loaded sleds were placed on the ice now there is no assurance that in the first break 
up of the ice we would not lose them. I became convinced that whichever of the two 
plans I followed the first emergency would cause me to wish it had been the other one and 
so I de~ided .to do neithe;r, but ~ fall back upon t~e following: Some sleds were put out 
an the I~e WIth ou.r OomIak, whICh had been conSIderably reduced in size, and our boat 
sleds, WIth one dmghey, were placed on top of the deCk-house, ready for shoving off. 
~ur other b?ats were kept at the davits ready for lowering. Upon quarter-deck proyis
~ons of all klllds were stored, but most largely of those which our emergency would re
quire, and the pemmican was conveniently stored in the deck-house. In the deck-house 
were also store~ the knapsacks, travelling s!oves, and. dog harness, and the sleeping bags 
and tents were m the after store-room. 'WIth a detaIled station bill the duties of col
lectiI?-g the va~ous art~cles at one place at short notice are provided' for, and we can do 
nothlllg more than walt. Our method of procedure will, of course, be regulated by cir-

*No drawing attached. J. A. 



LOSS OF THE STEAMER JEANNETTE. 357 

cumstances, but we shall stick t<J 'the ship a,~ long as she sticks ta us and when she 
leaves us we must strike out for ourselves, ' 

I dislike naturally t? d~ell on t,he idea of ~bandonment of the ship. We have come 
thrOl~gh so much that It wv~sme hopes of survIving more. As long as enough of the ship 
remams t? shelter us, stlCkmg hy that fragment is preferable ta camping on ice; and I 
ca~ con~eIve of no great;er "forlom hope" than an attempt to reaeh Siberia (say 240 
IIlIles dIstant) over the ICe that surrounds us, and with a winter's cold sapping one'slife 
at every step. Of course if we were ta lose our ship we would make the effort to O'et 
there, but our chan?es of success would be extremely problematical. <> 

~'\. -;i:- .:f- .J{- -x- -x- 7:.-

I am very !uuch ati~,tid that our expeuditure ?f fuel this winter will be rimch greater 
than tha~ of last ':'lllter. We are n0'Y commg to much fine dust stuff (NanaiIIlo 
coal), 'YhlCh burns lIke powder, al~d reql1lres a large quantity to generate enough heat. 
Last wmter we had much anthracIte coal among our daily issue and that lasted longer 
and did better work. ' 

20th. There is no doubt in my mind of the superiority of wooden houses and porches 
ta tent awnings and ha,tch-covers; and the benefit ta he gained compensates doubly I am 
sure, for ~he inconvenience and lumbering up of the deck while making tbe passag~ from 
port to wmter quarters. If I could have known before sailing from San Francisco all 
that I have learned during the past year, I think I could have brought about a more 
comfortable cruise and h::we saved myself much mental annoyance. 

22nd. The early part of the day was marked by the lowest temperature (+0.5) so far 
in the month. But I shall not be surprised to find it much lower before September, 1880, 
is a thing of the past. In fact I have ceased being surprised at anything. This kind of 
life begets a careless kind of feeling as to what may happen, and a lazy belief that time 
is of no v'11ue whatever. Knowing that our surroundings to-day are the same as those 
of yesterday, we see no reason for anticipating a change to-morrow. With certain duties 
assigned for certain hours we move along mechanically, satisfied that we can do no more, 
and naturally unwilling to do less. Deriving our motive power from the food we eat, 
we perform the operations of hreakfast, dinner, and supper as a duty rather than an en
joyment. With even a liheral variet,y of food we know exactly what we are going to eat 
and how much, and when we are going to eat it, and hence we have no novelty of antici
pation. Eating, sleeping, and performing duties which are as regular as time and as 
invariable as the succession of one day to another, no calculation is necessary and no one 
heeds the arrival or departure of a new day or a new week. A prisoner in a jail has an 
advantage over us; for knowing his sentence, he can fix the day of his release; while we 
know" neither the day nor the hour." 

24th. It is well worthy of mention that during the whole of the summer and spring, 
in all the leads and opening, we have seen no white whales. In the fall of 1879, after 
our besetment, whenever we made excursions to the large leads in our neighborhood it 
was not uncommon to see a white whale blow. Mr. Dunbar, whose experience gives 
weight to his opinion, argues from the facts that now we are far I:emoved from t.he open 
sea. White whales, he says, never, unless chased, go far enough mto a pack to Jeopard
ize their easy return to the open water. White walrus and seals, on the other hand, will 
enter the pack readily and get from hole to hole hy diving aud swimming beneath, where 
there is no surface connection. 

Oct. 5th, +9°.5 to _14°; grinding of ice to the eastward. 
6th. Banking up snow against ship's side. . 
7th. The days are so much alike that we almost lose track of them, or. rathe:' fall to 

notice the date. Man is but a superior kind of machine, after all. Set hIm gomg and 
keep him wound up by feeding him, and he c~n run monotonously, like a clock. At 
least we do and I do not suppose we are exceptlOnal creatures. 

9th. A dull, gloomy day, enough to make a nian blue in end~rin~ it .. Dull, lead~n
gray sky, no sun, and that exasperatingly light fall of snow, whIch IS neIther one thmg 
or another. . 

Oct. 16. The hunting parties on going out this morning found an opening in the Ice 
about 2 miles SE. and E. from the ship, and extending in disconnected ponds for a short 
distance. Where the ice had come together large ridges of piled-up slabs, 7 and 8 feet 
thick rose to heiO'hts of 30 and 40 feet. As this occurred since yesterday, the pressure 
and t~pheaval mu~t have taken place durin~ thenig:ht. At ~hi~ spot, .ius~ before 6l?.m. 
to-day, the whole ice ocean seemed to be ~IIVe, ~or It was grmdmg, crackmg, and pIlmg 
up at a prodigious rate. During the eV~llIng:varIous cracks and snaps were heard arou~d 
the ship, and occa.~ionally we had a shght Jar. Cracks here and there w~re. fonnd III 
our surroundin<t ice but nothing serious occurred, though our cares and anXIetIes may be 
&'1id to have re%eive'd an increasing stimulus. 

20th. Brisk E. S. E. wind, 18 to 21 miles, raises the temperature fi'om-2° ta +14~.5, 
and an almost steady fall of fine snow, which, being driven along the smface of the Ice 
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takes up enough salt to become unfit fo: use. I do not notice that I am more. sensitive 
to cold this winter than la.~t, though It 18 ~n accepted theory that the second wmter tells 
more severely upon the human form. Wlth temperature such as:ve haye to·.day, I find 
the air soft and mild and were it not that my hands break out wlth chillblams and old 
frost-bites I should ~ot hesitate to go without gloves. In the cabin, at a temperature 
<of 50° I a:m often too warm, and when by accident the temperature is allowed to run 
up to '60° I am positively uncomfortable. 

21st. The regular monotony is disturbed by the stupendous discovery ?f a fox track. 
24th. There is a considerable amount of doubt thrown on all observatIOns taken dur

ing such cold weather as we experience in an Arctic winter. Sextants were never designed 
to be submitted to such contraction as they now nndergo in use, and there is no way to 
allow for or remedy the change produced in the length of the arc. The greater the cold 
the greater the contraction, of course; but that gives no index error. A sextant very 
<Carefully adjusted to-day, and then having an index correction of _3011, was found after 
ashort exposure to have an index correction of -4/, apparently; but how much the arc 
was actually shortened it would be impossible to say. The mercury on the index and 
horizon glasses cracks and splits. For a long. time I have been trying to get some satis
factory lunars to check our chronometers, but they all gave such ridiculous results and 
differed so widely that I have despaired of getting anything reliable. If our zenith tele
.scope is powerful enough we may be able to get some satisfactory results from eclipses of 
Jupiter's &'\tellit~s. 

27th. As the winter grows on and daylight fades, our anxieties are renewed. At the 
time of our perpetual day, when we hoped and prayed for a hreaking up of the ice, so 
that we might make an effort to redeem ourselves, not a sound and not amotion were ex
perienced. But now, at a time when the breaking up of the ice can produce nothing but 
disaster, so far as human judgment can foretell, we seem to be promised enough of it. 
'This morning at daylight a crack or lane 6 feet in width was discovered on our port beam, 
about 500 yards distant. At 11.30 the ship received a considerable jar, causing the lamp 
chimneys and shades to rattle and ring, and the surrounding ice seemed to get a motion 
like a lif't and a shove. 

28th. Nothing occurred to-day, but we remain suspicious of the ice, and cOllSider it is 
only taking a rest or preparing for greater efforts. 

30th. Crackling of ice and noises of grinding commenced just after midnight, under 
the stem and on ench quarter, and lasted until 3 a. m., and then paused until 3 p. m., 
when they recommenced. A narrow lane of water is found about a mile ahead of the 
ship. 

31st. With this day ends the month; uneventful, and, so far as any results obtained 
are concerned, a clear waste of life. It is hard to feel satisfied even with our being still 
alive. That, after all, seems such a negative kind of thing-a living with no purpose, 
an existence without present tangible benefit, a mechanical supplying the system with 
food and clothing, in order to keep the human engine running. I have often wondered 
if a horse driving a saw-mill had any mental queries as to why he tramped over his end
les3 plank, and what on earth there was accomplished by his so doing. The saw was 
generally out of his sight; he perceived no work done by it; he never changed his posi
tion relatively; he walked on and on without advancing a yard, and ended his day's 
work in identically the iame plaro at which he began it, and as far as equine judgement 
could forecast would do the same thing the next day and any other day thereafter. If 
that horse had reasoning faculties, I pity him and appreciate now his thouO"hts and feel
ings. We are individually in that horse's position. We perceive no saw' ~e can detect 
nothing accomplished; we move on without advancing; we shall do to-m'orrow what we 
have done to-day, and, what we did yesterday; and we fill up with oats, so to speak, 
merely that our saw-IUlll may not have to suspend sawin". This kind of life is worse 
than Mr, Mantalini and his mangle. 'With him life wail r. one demnition grind" with 
us it is one demnition blank. ' 

The ice is already two feet thi.ck, direct freezing since August 31st. 
N?vem?er 1st. Commenced wlllter routine, and though the sun has not yet left us I 

<conslder It well to resnme to-day the usual two hours' exercise so long as the tempera
ture remains above -30°. 

3d. The monthly medical examination havin" been resumed on the 1st the Doctor 
handed i~l his report to-day. Except in several" especial ca.~es, nothing is' found to be 
wrong wlth us except a general want of tone, and a less vigor than at the same time 
last year, As tlllH IS exactly what would result for our life of enforced monotony and 
prolonged absence from land, there is no need for surprise. Generally we feel strong and 
well, but have, as a rule, ~ost flesh. :rhe small difference of temperature during the sum
mer months, compared WIth OUf spnng and autumn cold weather and the short time 
that such differ~nce ,continued, have not been enough to allow us 'to spring back or re
bound to anythlllg lIke a normal condition; and we are again called upon to endure cold 
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weather before we have had a decent chance to recover from our former trial. No doubt 
we shall be able to put in this winter as safely as last winter so far as our health is con
eerned, so long as we have the ship for our home. But if v/e are turned out on the ice 
by disaster, we will not be as well able to stand the exposure as we were at this time a 
year ago. 

The condition of our living quarters, as far as warmth and dryness go, is all that could 
be asked, and more than any body eL~e' s experience has shown. ' Yentilation of the berth
deck is fairly secur~d by our present mode, and were it not for two things I could say 
the same of the cabm. Our first trouble aft is with our lamps. Last winter while we 
had ker~sene, we had light without smoke, but now we have to fall back ';'pon Mare 
Island 011, and Walton's lamps, and we have great difficulty. The oil is poor, does not 
flow readily, and easily chokes the tubes. They cannot be cleaned often enough and the 
light soon gro.ws dim.. Turning up the wicks makes a tremendous smoke, and turning 
them down kills the hght. We shall therefore resort to candles. Our second trouble is 
with odors from the stove. Much coal was carried on deck from St. Michael's, and 40 
dogs lived on top of this coal, and their contributions to it have not added to its good 
qualities. Sea-sickness affected them with a general looseness, and the results were as 
inseparable from the coal then as now, and oc~asionally on throwing in our stoves a fresh 
llupply of fuel we get a distilled dog fragrance of a peculiar kind. 

5th. Cold snap to-day _28°, with an 18 mile N. W. wind, gave us warning by little 
stings, as our noses froze, to be prepared for winter. Ice i mile north of the ship opens 
to 200 yards width, and numerous cracklings and jars of the ship kept us more or less 
anxious all day. 

6th. The sun left us t<l-day for his long absence of 91 days. (By extraordinary refrac
tion it was raised above our horizon on the 9th and 10th, however, making 87 days be
tween actual disappearance and reappearance.) The temperature got down to -33°, 
.and the ice commenced its horrid screeching and grinding at some little distance, as if 
in celebration. 

7th. ' It is idle to go on speaking longer of the coming and going of weeks; it is record 
~nough when I mention the coming and going of months. On the first Sunday in the 
month the Articles of War are read with all the seriousness that would prevail in a 
frigate. The clause providing that "all offenses committed on shore shall be punished in 
the same manner as if they had been committed at sea," is read with as much impressive
ness as if we were in a port, full of sailor temptations, instead of being in a howling wil
-derness of ice. I think many of us look back to "a shore" as some memory of our 
childhood, or of a previous existence in another sphere. That this world should be any
thing but pack ice is a tax upon even extraordinary credulity. 

After muster we tumbled out on the iee. It was all there, fortunately, for with our 
pleasant (!) temperature it ?night have melted. During the forenoon a crack opened in 
the ice between the ship and the thermometer stand. This is the way it acted last year. 
Are we going to have the same old story, or worse? 

14th. At 1.30 a. m. we were startled by a severe shock to the ship, shaking her as if 
she were sliding down an inclined plane and then suddenly brought up. No signs of 
disturbance were visible in the ice, and nobody forward had noticed any shock. But a.~ 
,1300n as daylight enough appeared, after breakfast, it was discovered that the lead 1 
mile ahead of the ship and the lead,s' mile astern were both open, the latter to the 
width of 100 yards. No doubt the rupture of these two fields produced the shock to the 
ship. ' , . . 

16th. Bar. rises since the 14th from 29/1.50 to 31'1.08 at 9 a. m., at whlCh tIme the 
moon fulls, and temperature steadily rises from -~oo to +8°.5 by the 17th, :vhe~ we 
'had a stiff easterly gale, 17 to 35 miles an hour, whlCh blew the surface snow. m. blmd
ing clouds and banked it up against the ship and even on board. So firmly dId It paek 
1;hese masses that the walking was like going JIp hills and down dales, and as one could 
not keep his eyes open long enough to pick his way many tumbles ensued uuexpectedly. 
Bar. fell with wonderfnl rapidity from 3011.77 to 301/.10. 

20th. Stal'S visible at 9 a. m. 
28th. I am satisfied that we are affected by the length of time elapsed since we have 

:set foot on shore. Like the old saying, "Dogs need grass occasionally," may be quoted 
as a proverb, "Man needs land once in a while." Excepti~g the small party that landed 
.at Koliutchin Bay, none of us have set a foot on the lan~ III nearl.y 15 m~nths, and our 
,sensations now are somewhat dulled when we try to reallze what It was hke. Accord
ing to my idea we have become receivers of ma~netism without proper earths to let it 
,escape. Our rest is broken and unnatural. It IS not an unusual thmg for those. of us 
who retire at 10 p. m. to lie awake :until 3. a. m., and I, who cannot go to bed un~ll after 
midnight, and do not as a rule retue untIl after 1 a. m., rarely fall asleep untIl 3,30. 
We all wake up again at short interv~ls afterwal;"ds, and no one B~eeps after 9 a: m. Each 
morning we are dull and heavy, havmg no feelmg of rest obtamed, and a kmd of leth 
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argy clings to us until we get out for our da~l:y walki~g exercise, f!om 11. to L From 
that time forward we are in our normal condItIOn, havmg no espeCial desIre for sleep. 
and yet feeling somewhat out of sorts for want of it. 

December 1st. Our leak for some unknown reason, has increased, being now 119 gal
lons per hour or 2 856 gallons per day. However, it is no great matter, for we do not 
mind the shorl spell each hour that the pumps requir~. . .. 

2nd. The medical examination shows that our condItIOn IS Improved over that of last 
month. We are so accustomed to the cold for the second time that we have forgotten 
that we ever had warmer weather. and experience no sense of uncomfortable change. 
Besides, a dry cold is less felt tha~ a damp warmth (comparitively s~eak!ng), and .we
have less sense of personal di~comfort at -30° than we have had at +30 ,wIth fog, ffilSt, 
or rain. 

5th. A rapid fall of tempemture from +19° to -29°. Found a crack in the ice 300 
yards east in the fc:>renoon, and when it closed in the evening the grinding and groaning 
were horrihly suggestive of our last winter's experience. 

6th. '~Capella, and other 1st mag. stars, clearly visible at noon. 
9th. Several heavy knocks and thumps ¥der the stern, as if we were skimming over 

and striking blocks of ice under water. 
11th. Temp., from -19° to -39°. Frequently during the day we were startled by loud: 

reports, like the firing of heavy guns, and the ship was considerably jarred by them. I 
can only account for these noises by supposing them to be caused by the splitting of heavy 
ice floes when contraction sets in at such low temperature. 

15th. Temp., -48°. 
16th. Ditto for temperature. Numerous shakes and jars, as though we were passing 

over submerged ice-cakes. One of these jars lifted the ship somewhat and set my lamp
swinging. 

23rd. The ice on the road to the bear tmp is cracked and broken in many places and· 
undergoing great pressure. 

24th. Minstrel entertainment. 
25th. Christmas. 
31st. Minstrels and ringing in the New Year in lat. 73° 48' N. and longitude 177° 32" 

E. During the past 16 months we have drifted 1,300 miles, far enough, if it had been in 
a straight line, to carry us to and beyond the pole, but we are yet only 220 miles NW. 
of where we were first beset. We have suffered injury, and danger has often confronted 
us; we have been squeezed and jammed, tossed and tumbled, have pumped a leaking 
ship for a year-but we are not yet dannted, and are as ready to dare everything as we· 
ever were. And we face the New Year firmly hoping to do something worthy of our
selves, of Bennett's enterprise, and of tJae flag above us. 

A true copy. 
SAM. C. LEMLY, 

Mast(JJ' U. 8. N01'Y 9' Judge Advocate, 

REPORT OF TRIP TO HENRIETTA ISLAND-CHIEF ENGI
NEER GEORGE W. MELVILLE, U. S. N. 

U. S. ARCTIC SHIP JEANNErTE, 
A1'ctic OCl/an, June 6th, 1881. 

SIR: In accordance with your written instructions and orders of May 31, 1881, I have
the honor to report as follows: 

A part~, consisting of myself, Mr. \Vm. Dunbar, ice pilot; W. C. F. Nindemann, sea.;. 
H. H. Enchsen, sea.; J. H. Bartlett, 1st class fireman and Walter Sharvell coal heaver 
with sixteen (1?) dogs,. and seven days' provisions; ten gallons of water; two (2) gal~ 
Ions of. alcohol tor COOklllg; small boat, sled, tent, and canlp equipage, instruments, &c., 
&c., WIth properly prepared medicine case and written instructions for use. 

r pr~ceeded with all possible speed direct for the island,deviating only on account of 
bad g?mg and ope~ lanes of water. During our first day's journey I dismounted the boat 
four tImes and,ferned over the water dogs and gear. We also had to unlash and carry 
our gear four tImes through bad pl~es that were impassable otherwise, besides cutting 
a. road ~early all t.he way, never havmg one hundred (100) yards of straight going at any 
tI~e thlS day. Flllally camped at seven (7) p. m., about four (4) miles distant from the
ShIP, weather O. C. S., temp., 20°. 

Wedne,sday, June 1st. On this day we were out at six (6) a. m., and underway by seVCDl 
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(7) a. m. Got a bearing of the ship; also of the island. We passed through a terribly 
rou~h country, cutting roads and building up bridges. We saw no floe pieces at all; 
the Ice was all brash hummock and jammed up masses, and all alive (i. e., all in motion). 
After c~tting through fifteen yards of!oad we advanced but five (5) yards on our course. 
We skirted along l~n~ of water (thlS day), running from NE. to SW., but not large· 
enough to work a ShIP ill. We worked twelve (12) hours and fifty (50) mi:uutes (this 
day), a~d ~vanced about four (4) miles. About midday we cut through a large mass 
of ~laC1er lee, fresh and sweet to the taste, and entirely different in appearance and c0-

hesIve structure from the surrounding masses of salt ice. Owing to its location, N. 43°, 
W. mag. of Jeannette Island, I concluded it had been discharged from a glacier on that 
island, and took the usual drift of the pack NW. 

We lost sight of the ship about four (4) p. m. -By seven (7) p. m. the dogs were so
tired that we could not keep them up, some of them taking refuge under the sled. I 
forced this distance and extra labor to find a floe piece to camp on. We were so tired 
that neither men nor dogs ate all their supper. We camped at eight (8) hours and fifty 
minutes, and got a sounding in thirty-five (35) fathoms of water; slight drift S. W. 

T1~u1'sd4Y, June 2nd.-This morning we were out by five (5) and underway by six 
(6). Had some bad cutting and bridging to do at first, but afterward struck a good floo 
piece, and by seven (7) considered we had made good one and one-half (1~-) miles. The 
land stood out bold and clear, and we all felt that we were almost there; but we struck 
immediately after into a bad hummocky floe, full of snow-drift, and deep, hard going, 
the sled sinking through to the cross-bars and sticking fast on every side. We struggled 
on until half past ten a. m. (10.30), when I saw in others, and felt in my own bones that 
our labor was being lost. I unloaded my sled and advanced ligllt until eleven (11) a. 
m.; then dismounted my boat and sent back and brought up the gear, and by twelve
thirty (12.30) p. m., had loaded up boat and gear again and had hot soup. Advanced 
with sled and boat until one-th;irty (1.30) p. m., when I found that the pack between us 
and the island was so broken up it was impossible to advance with the boat and gear, 
and if I was going to make the land at all I must have my boat, provisions, and most of' 
my gear in as safe a place as possible in the moving pack. I therefore dismounted my 
boat in the center of a large floe piece and set up a signal staff on the highest hummock 
in the vicinity. I took the sled, dogs, camp equipage, instrument boxes, arms, one 
day's provision for men and dogs. We estimated the island as two (2) milell distant. 
Started at two (2) p. m., and passed through from four to six miles of broken and 
quickly moving pack ice, through which we could never have hauled our boat unin
jured. We landed at five-thirty (5.30) p.!D. In accordance with instructions, I was
the first person to land. I then called my party on shore, in their presence unfurled our 
colors, and in the name of the Great Jehovah and the President of the United States I 
declared it a part of the territory of the United States, and in accordance with your 
instructions named it "Henrietta Island_" 'Ve were very tired, and got into our beds 
very early. 

Friday, June 3rd.-In the morning we were out by four (4), supposing we had had a 
goo-d night's sleep, but sore in bones and muscle. I commenced a hurried survey of the 
N. western end of the island (S. E. end being almost inaccessible), the distance and un
certainty of the position of my boat and provi~ions accelerating my movements and 
increasing my anxiety. 

I found the island to be a barren rock, fissured and riven by time and the action of 
heat and cold. The bold, black cape facing N. E. is without doubt volcanic. The up
heaval is from E. to W., lines and layers of separation dipping to the W. at an angle of 
30°. The face of the bold headland is black with age, stained in great patehes of iron 
[tnd spongy masses of black and red rock, resembling the refuse of a bla.st furnace. The 
island is traversed by two ridges, running in a N. E. and S. W. direction. The highest 
ridge, or the backbone, as it might be called, begins at a black headland 1,200 feet in 
height and is lost to yiew under the ice cap surmounting the whole island. The lower 
ridge commences at a knoll on the N. W. face, and after a slight depression rises to a 
considerable height in the S. W., where it fades away at a distance of eight miles. 

There are fi,e bold headlands on the N. E. face of the island. First, the bold black 
headland, 1,200 feet high, neal' which we landed. Next Cairn Point, 600 ~eet high, 
where the cairn, record, and pike staff are placed. Next the extreme N. pomt.of the 
land, which shuts in a valley lying between the shore beyond and the center TIdge of 
the island; ~nd, finally, the large double headland. beyon.d the valley to the S. W. 
There is also a slight depression or valley between Can'U. Pomt. and the b~ckhon~ o~ the 
island, making back from the double headland. All tIns portlOn of the Island lS lIght
colored trap rock, slate, and shale. 

The whole island is covered with a permanent ice cap, 250 to 300 feet high, above the 
back bone and the large opening whieh we thought on board ship was a bay on the 
N. E. side'of the island is a constantly discharging glacier; in fact" the whole N. E. face is. 
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continually discharging ice. Some of the slabs or pieces that had ~allen on'th.e ice floe 
from the edge of the main ice cap gave, when measured, 48 feet thl~kness of 100 and 4 
feet of thickness of snow where it lay in the sea. How much more It measured before 
it fell I could not tell. There are five small glaciers discharging between headIa:nds on 
this coast or face, beside the continual disch~rge ap al~ng the upper edge. of .the 181and, 
crawling down from the main ridge. There 18 a hI~h rIdge of b.roken gla~ler lCe betw~n 
:the base of the island and the fioe where the fioe lCe and glaCler ~ro~pmgs are ~ntm
ually at war. I think there is no.pe:manent ice fo?t attached :to thIS SIde of the ~sland, 
as the ma.in pack continually gnndmg along carnes off all dlschar~es from the 181and. 
I found the glacier in 2.5 miles N. E. of the island. There was a shght .growth of moss 
or black mould in the crevices of the rock. All that we gathered was plCked out of the 
small crevices with a pencil point and knife blade. No fossil or animal remains of any 
kind were found. There were no broaches on which drift-wood could rest, and conse
'quently we found none. No signs of bears, foxes, hares, or l.e=ings were seen, and no 
birds except dovekies, which were numerous in the rocky cliffs. . 

From the top of the island the ice fields could be seen for. many miles aw~y to the 
N. W., irishore of which was a large space of open water, extendmg toward an~ dlSappear
ing under the brow of the cliffs. The pack was much broken and fissured WIth lanes of 
water toward the N. W.· as far as the eye could see. The whole pack in all directions, 
from this outlook, was o~e jumbled up mass, and all in motion, lanes and leads contin
ually changing. No seals or walrus or game of any kind was seen during our absence 
from the ship, eight dovekies being the extent of our ~ame bag: .. 

In the morning I prepared the record, set up the caITD and pIke staff on Call'n Pomt; 
took bearings of all prominent headlands and points; made sketches for the ac80mpany
ing chart of the island and profile of the land. The ship was plainly visible from the 
-top of Cairn Point. My anxiety for boat, provisious, and equipment left on the ice, 
nothing of which was visible from the mountain tops, accelerated my movements, and 
by eight a. m. was underway, heading for the ship and keeping a lookout for our pike
staff signal. We could not follow our outward track, because it had broken so badly 
and had shifted so much. We sighted our signal about (10.30) ten-thirtya. m., and 
found our boat by one-thirty (1.30) p. m. and camped down for a rest, much relieved at 
,our good fortune in finding our boat and gear intact. 

Satwrday, June 4th.-We were all out at 12.30, mounted our boat, stowed our gear, and 
were under way by 2.30 a. m., followed our old track back toward the ship for a couple 
of miles, the traveling being heavy on account of the deep snow and crust. Finally our 
track was lost in a general smashup of the fioe, and we had laborious, hard traveling, 
with a cruel wind and snow storm from the N. W. We had a bad upset, which stove 
the port side of the boat, but not badly. My zeal to get my boat in toward the island 
·on the day before got the better of my judgment, and it was in getting her back out of 
the ~('r . ~hat she was damaged. Heading for the ship on a good large floe piece, but 
terl ..• J heavy hauliLg on account of the suow and crust breaking through, making long 
iLtours to avoid ferrying over the water, after going S. VV. to get N. E., by noon of this 
day saw the ship bearing N. E. The large block sigm11 was a grand good mark for us 
when not shut in by snow squalls. By 1.30 p. m. we were so tired we could go no 
farther, and camped down. The pack is much more broken than it was on our inward 

journey, i. e., we had longer distances to make to avoid open water. This was a hard 
day's journey for men and dogs, as it took all the strength of both while moving and 
when. we set fast or came to hummocks it took it breaking strain to haul through.' All 
of this extra work comes on the men, for dogs will not haul in concert until the load is 
~tarted. We hauled our sled all day long, down on the cross-bars, making three tracks 
ill the snow, one for each runner aud a center one for the boat's keel. 'Ve were all in our 
bags by four p. m. 

Sl.uli!ay! Jun~ 5tl~.-In the morning we were out by one thirty (1.30) a. m., and had 
th? ShIp m :plam slg;ht three and a h,alf (31) miles distant.. We were under way by two
thIrty (2.30), knowmg we would dme ,on board ship. We found large lanes of open 
:water runmn& N. ~. and S. W., and s.kuted.along on~ for two and a half (2}) miles, hop
lUg for a cro.ssmg WIthout the labor of ferrymg. ThIS lane of water set from the ship 
"to~ard the ISland about five (5) miles, varying in width fl'om one hundred yards to a half 
mIle CD. By 6 a. m., found a jam in the lead, with the whole mass in motion and in 
our haste to cross the moving mass, when within one mile of the ship, we h~d a bad 
up~t and broke the runner of the sl~d. I unshipped the boat, divided the load, re
paued the sled, 'put ~he boat and portlOn of the gear in a safe position, and started the 
>81.ed and dogs WIth four men and half the weight in to the ship for another sled. By 
mne (9) a: m. new sled and gang of men arrived from the ship, and before ten (10) a. 
m. all arnved on board, none the worse for wear than usually falls to the lot of laborinO' 
mortals. b 

In regard to the men and equipment I desire nothing superior, to tmvel any distance. 
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Bey:ond the final breaking of the sleigh, a slight injury to ti:te side of the boat, and the 
brea.km~ of one snow-knife we had no accidents. All of our gear and equipments re
turned III good order. In amunition we expended one (1) Remington cartridge and 
twelve (12) gun cartridges. 
_ Mr. Dunbar suffered badly from s~ow blindness after noon on the third (3) day, and 
nad to be cared for from the mormng of the fourth day until our arrival on board. 
Erichsen and Nindemann had bad cramps in the stomach after coming to the evenings of 
the fourth and fifth (4 & 5) days; gave each 2 oz. brandy, 15 drops tinct. opii, 5 drops 
'lxt.ract capsicum. None ofns slept well; no one could eat the food allowance; it would 
have lasted for twelve days, or more; the alcohol was barely sufficient, and'had we been 
(lompelled to melt snow or ice for water on our way toward the igland it would not 
have been enough. 

Our tent being white the glare within hurt our eyes. I think had it been dyed black 
or blue (not painted) we would have slept better. Two boat chi gels should be added to 
the equipment of the boats, made like two-inch socket chisels, fitted on the end of short 
pike staffs (4 or 5 feet); the ends of the tent poles should be socket chisels. We fouud 
110arding pikes good ice picks in cutting roads, but not strong enough. Two light ice 
pick axes should be added to the sled equipment. Two small black or blue dungaree 
flags should go in the boats as signals in finding gear left behind or guides ahead. Two 
,additional flat runners should be fitted underneath the bearers of the sleds, extending 
from the forward cross-bearer to the after bearer, and turning upward at both ends, 
tipped with iron and fastened to each of the cross-bearers. These staves or runners should 
be about six inches wide, to give a good bearing on top of the snow should the sled at 
,any time sink so deep. Oak hogshead or pipe staves will give a correct idea of the 
dimensions. These should be set six inches apart, and the boat's keel should set between 
the upturned ends fore aud aft. This would give room for padding at the upturned ends 
-of the staves and prevent side riding of the boat without racking the keel. The bilge 
{lhock should run fore and aft the sled, secured by lashings to top rail aud cross-bars, 
for a small boat ex:tending across three of the bearers with a slight camber inward. In 
<l1iaker-built boats it should be fitted to the projecting stakes. The fore aud after ends 
of these chocks should be sharpened to pass through snow easily. It is astonishing to see 
what a hold the uprights of a McClintock sled take to snow or crust on top of snow. 
Athwart-ship chocks have the same objection. In fore and aft chocks, if they come well 
-(Jut and up on the boat's bilge, the boat is more firmly seated, it supports and protects the 
boat's bilge, and in rousing down the lashiugs the strain is more in a vertical direction 
withont the outward rocking motiou tending to burst the boat open. The boat's keel 
sbould also rest on the cross-bars. 

Most of the sleeping-bags are too large. The botto~s should be ~ade of rei:qdeer skin, 
for the side next the ice is always cold; the tops of lIghter materml. TheY;8hould be 
llhaped nearly as the frustrums of two cones meeting at their bases. At thj ~''lfil~lliers 
,an elliptical piece ~ould be set .in at head and foot. Ellipse. at foat 12/1x 16/1; ",r >;''1.d 
10"x12/1. This reduces the weIght, makes the bag warmer, gIVes ro@menough for a mi!)"Q; 
,of 200 lbs. weight. It should have a shoulder circumference of 50/1 to 60/1, and made 
the neat length of the mau, as he will involuntarily draw his feet up a little. 

All of which is r~gpectfuny submitted. 
Very respectfully, 

GEO. W. MELVILLE, 
P. A. Engi., U. S. N. 

To Lieutenant GEORGE W. DE LONG, U. S. Navy, 
Commanding Arctic Steamer Jeilnette. 

SAM. C. LEMLY, 
MailWI' U. S. Navy g' Judge Advoaate. 
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