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ONCE long ago, there lived a man, who had three {laughters 
fair, 

The first had black, the second brown, the yolmgest golden 
hair, 

And though they all w-ere handsome, no one could fail to sec 
That the youngest of the maidens was the prettiest of the 

three. 
And so she was called Beauty, therefore, the other two, 
Of their pretty youngest sister each day more jealous grew. 
Now on a day it came to pass, that these three maidens heard 
That their father, who had ships at sea, great losses had 

incurred, 



.\ ncl ~t erefore to h daughters• grief, he sold his horu;e in 
town, 

Tim• he mig-ht pay hr.;: crcuitoN, and keev ills fair renown. 
\Vh n t 'e twu dd€<>-~- beard the news, th~y said they'd rather 

d p 

'Ih1.n g;o an,! lin' with cc•wsand Bheep, and then l;(:gan to cry: 
ll Beauty Raid, ' Dear Fa.ther, I tlunl you are quit{' right, 
And I wi li tlo rm VC'") b -t to ma.kr) thiny." ni(·~ a.nd !)right." 
::k ·l"L<! of tamer tA.hon on the· elder ";btcrs' part, 
l''w a t· Jttar,e in T}a· country, rw.xt clay they hacl to start. 
Be<.'t•) t.r.ccl to <.heer hPr 1 to-s, but found it wa"> no good, 
~'or both c ntinnca ~n a c oa:-> aud di t•on (;Dted mood : 
'lht•) (a 'y la1d in 'Jt.•d t.ll uoou. ant: as n0 ma\1 thty i,.ev1, 

' BPau<-y lU:tl 'a toe work t"() do, w ill't her two. j •ters ~;~<>pt. 





,. 
? ~ 

One day, news came, that a fine ·hip that was reported lost, 
Had sailed into the harbour, damaged, and tempest tos!'led ; 
The merchant was, of course, much pleased, on hearing this 

report, 

I 
And said, "that he would go next day, and see the ship in 

port." 
The elder sisters' first thought was, we shall go back to town, 
And so they asked their father to bring them each a gown; 

1\ He said, " He'd see! '' and then asked Beauty if she needed 
clothes, 

But she replied " No father dear, I should prefer a ro::e. '' 
The father smHed at Be.:'luty as :;hE> made this SW<'et request, 
And said, "To bring her what ,he wit!hed, he'd :mrcly do 

his best." 

;,...___ - n 



He then kissed his three da.ughtcrs, and bitl(ling them fare-
well, 

Started upon his journey, hoping 'twould turn out well, 
He reached the port in safety, but when he saw the ship, 
Wishell that he'd never been induced to undertake the trip. 
The cargo was so damaged, it would have cost him more 
Than it wa.s worth to pay the men to r:arry it a!;horc. 
So mounted on his faithful nag, he sadly homeward sped, 
And did not notice heavy clouds weie gathering overhcwl. 
But suddenly a thunderclap burst on the merchant's c:w, 
A flash of lightning followed, his horse started with fear. 
The storm grew loud, and furious, the thunder fairly roared, 
The clouds were by the lightning riven, the rain in tonent:::; 

poured; 

... 
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[n vain ht> strove to kc p the road that througr the fon. 
Ia). 

n ptte of ali ~if.> effort , at lw;t he lost bif< way. 
1 I t.>:l."ut that in the fon·<>t, he'rl baH' to ·pend the n il!ht, 
\\'JH·n tbro' '~} tne trees .;ome di ·tancL oft, ht> Raw a c lC>am 

ot li~h+; 
Ht' ~<w:flly Tt;d! towa.rd i~. kePpirw it wdi in \·:c•w, 
And almo, t at each step br tonk, th(' light in 11!'illiancc grt w, 
It ktl him through the storm awl rain, !leep in t .. c tli!lmal 

wood, 
Until at la.st, in front of him, a l01'J1y ntau«im: hifHltl. 

He roue uy to ~he mansion gat(, but CfJ'llu make IH• c ne lt(·ar 
So cnteretl ·n tl·,c courtyard. yet ~-:aw no or.~ npp(•UI ; 
He then u·ot off his hor~>e, wt•o qu;.t(' unl)llldcu 11''1.• · e hi" way 
1'ltrough :;_ wifle ope~1 st.ablC' door and he·pf~d hi• .;elf to kty. 

--

--





Leaving lus hor'le, he to the house admittance sought to gain, 
That he might to the master lus presence there explain. 
The house doo-r stood wide open, and so he entered in, 
But in the spacious hall no living creature could be seen. 
A blazing fire was on the hearth. a dainty supper set, 
And so he thought he'd wa1 m himself as he was tired and 

wet; 
He waited, but as no one came, the weary man at last, 
Withhungeralmostfainting, thoughthewould break his fast; 
He helped himself to the nice things that on the table stood, 
Then drank a glass or two of wine which he found very good ; 
And having supped, he crossed the hall, and saw a door that 

led 
Into a spacious ohamber in which there was a bed. 
So he undressed, got into it, and soundly slept all night 
And when he woke next morning the sun was <;hining- bright. 



-

Recalling his adventures to his mind, he quickly rose 
And lying by his bedside saw a new suit of clothes, i 

When dressed he passed into the hall, and there fottnrt bi·mk-
fast laid, 

So guessed that in a fairy's house, throughout the night he'd· 
stayed. 

When he had finished breakfast, he to the garden went, 
And there he found the morning air, all redolent with sccut. 
For every pathway in it, was hedged tD left. anu 1ight 
With lovely bushes bearing fine roses red aJHl white. 
No sooner ditl he see the flowerfl that Beauty loved the best 
'l'hau he began t.() gather some, remembeJing her request; 
But hardly :had he pluckect a flower when a most awfuJ son111l 
Arose, which made him wish him::~elf ten fathoms under-

ground; 

! 



And when a.•1 ugly lr a, t appc•arPcl, wl o 'aid, " Do :\ ou 
ISuppo ·e, 

Ungratcfu' man, that ·I shall let you take away my rose: 
I've boarded, clothed, and fed you, a.nd in retun1 yo·1 try 
To tsteal what. I most value, therefor<' you'Jl have· to ltil•.'' 
The merchant was so tetTifi(•<L be fell upon }w; kn~t'i, 
And by an explanation f:ought the mon~tl'r to appensc. 
So he commenced, "Kind Sir," but here th(' mon"tcr said, 

.. The least 
You can do 1s to spe'~k the truth, so please to l'a.l! ITt<' bc·a-.1.'' 
And when t}tc Beast had heard the talc, he "''l.itl, " If this lJc 

true 
I'll take one of your daughters, if shP'll come in~tea.ll of you, 
But ere you go to ictch her you solemnly mu~t t-<w<.•ar, 
'!'hat you'll return ; ancl if you don't, of my juf't wm.tla 

beware." 



~ 

Ho he swol'e a8 the beast required, then with a Leavy heart, 
Said on hi· homeward journey at once he'd like to "tart, 
'l'he Beast raised no objection but said to his su~ pn:,.c, 
"You'd better take the ro~e you've plucked, ee at your 

feet it lies!' 
The merchant took it, thanked the BeaJSt, then from the 

castle rode, 
And without further accident he teachecl his own o.bode. 
The eldeHt girh- at once J.:emnrked on his new ;nit of clothe-. 
Whilst from hi:; button hole he took a lovely damac;k rose 
Which looked as fresh, as though it had that moment left 

the tree, 
And handing it to Beauty said, "I've kept my word you 

see, 
Hut little do you guc.'s what it has cost my word to keep," 
And then he told his story, and the maids began to weep. 

( 
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But Beauty dried he!' eyes and sairl, "Cr;ying will do no 
good, 

I will go for my father to the Beast in the wood." 
The elde;,;t 8i8ter said, " Of course, 'tis the least you can do, 
We &hould not have been in this plight, had it not beeiJ. for 

you." 
But here the merchant interposed, "Nay, it would break 

my heart, 
With my beloved daugher in this sad way to part/' 
But with such zeal and eloquence did the sweet m!\idon 

plead, 
'Ihat finally her father to all she wished agreed. 
And so he took his daughter to the castle the next day, 
Then leaving her with many teru-s, he sadly rode away. 
When he was gone, poor Beaut-y, feared lest the Beast should 

l•e 
!Hacker than he was painted., but thought she'J waiL and see, 



! - --~ = ~ ·~ 

But as she sat at supper, she almost screamed with fright, 
When the Beast she so much dreaded, suddenly came in 

sight: 
He said, " Pray don't be frightened, I know I'm very plain 
But I should like to look at you, if I may here remain" 
Beauty replied, ''Sir, Beast, you know that you are master 

here, 
And 'tis not in my power, with your wish to interfere." 
Then said the Beast, "Nay, if you will, the Mistress you 

can be, 
For, Beauty dear, I love you, say, will you marry me!" 
Beauty replied, '' Oh no, Sir Hcast, indeed I'd rather die ! '' 
And so the Beast just walked away, heaving a dreadful sigh. 
So weeks passed on, and when each night the Beast to supper 

came, 
And asked her the same question, her answer was the same ; 

( 
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Tt ('tl \ lwn hf. night ;_. lt>ft he'' \i'"h th::;,t heart r mJ. Il"" l'li !J, 
f:>he \Ht so H'"J' ro ~ im, she •e!t me iuPd +o ury i 
• • '". wtt- ~~i •ht B~<tt't.Y to tl th • Bt'a-;~, '' H•)V> hat;p b ,P 

:suu 1,1 Le, 
lL l•ut for {he bnd muill.!:'Ut, lit. fa_hd' sl- e cothd Sf'P.' 
t\.nd wb('fl the Bt .. ~"t sa\\ Beaut.} ''a· very nn<l!h tliSt~"eE->;eu, 
lfl.' ,;.,it! at unce, "Hwcct "ltai,Len. I wi l graut your rt.~Uf't-~t.' 
\\'ni'H Bertat.y ]Jcaru the prouube, f,n· joy "11e tiC~1. ... ee eoulc. 

"Pea c, . 
Un• wht" olw Beast "Uid &'l.til,Y. " Fl! lt't you stay a wr_.Jk; 
I ' til "lot "'Pare yur loni":cr," "'ht. 'll.W it • a.vP h.m pain 
l > J.<t'' w th tt'J·, a•td "" sl,e jJ lm .. .t..,h(•'d tt•b.vk a~ain 
B l{ll't' tlof' ,,.~d,;_ \hl~ o\'el': the Dt;U•t tlltn kmdlJ ":li<:, 
'' Put tlu, ri11g un ·our taule >d( 1c.} 'lU g'> to l>t'd, 
.And then tD-morrow moru.ing- iu) c m· old home you'll wa.ko, 
Whih-.t you are tht•re, pleas!.' keep the ring, and wear it fur 

ln) M.Ke, 

I 



Then on the night you should retutn, just lay the ring you've 
worn 

Beside you when you go to rest, 'twill bring you back 'ere 
morn.'' 

When Beauty woke at home next morn, as the Beast hacl 
foretold, 

She quickly rose and dressed he1·self as in the (lays of old: 
1'ht:.n she ran to her father's room, who scarcely could 

refr.a.in 
From shedding tears of joy on seeing Beauty home again ; 
He scarcely could believe it true, for he had never cewcd 
To mourn for her, since that sad day, he'd left her with the 

Beast. 
·Her sisters hearing Beauty's voice, jumpell quickly out of bert 
And were surprisecl-and not quit-e pleased-to see she was 

not dead; 



Then Beauty told them that the Beast was very kind indeed. 
And that before she left him. it had been quite agreed 
She should return within a week, and so she.could not stay, 
However much sht> wished to, beyond the appointed day, 
But her sisters were so jealous that they made up their mind 
To make her stay beyond the time, hoping that she would 

find 
The Beast so very angry, when too late she ~wt back, 
That he would either kill her, or beat her blue and black j 
So they persuaded Beauty, who did not Uke to seem 
Unkind, but on the following night, she had an awful 

dream, 
The Beast lay dying on the lawn, and waking in a fright, 
Determined that sl1e'd put tbe rin~ beside her bed that night. 
She did, and so awoke next r.aoru in the house in the wood, 
Then rushed. off to the grassy lawn a" fast as e'er she could; 





WhE;n she •rot there, she saw, .J.laa! 11 r d.ream :~ad proved too 
true, 

The Bea t lay on it cold aud 8t;fi, ,·ho knew Dt"!t what t.) do; 
So in dcspau·, she cried " Dear Bea£<t, rf you v.ill come tu 

1ife, 
I prom'se I w1ll marry you., aud be yo •• r faithf·J.~ "de,,_ 
And suddenly from off the fU _.,, tbere TG'>e a yoitth wht> 

said., 
'
1 The BP..ast is gone for ever, and I .un ht>r€' i• stt•ud, 
I am a Prince, and for wmeyea!'hhavt Hve1l ieneatr,. a pdl, 
Wlli~h only could be broken by a mard wl-o lo-ve1l mt' wdl; 
ThE; t:v;k you ha"ie accorepl...,t.ect, t:Jecam;e yvu lid uo~ m;r"l 
Ma.Tyinp.- a pla:u hltiband, a· long as ht:' wa:::. 1 in1l. 
By some v. ise mar1, perhapr:> yon Jrnow, it ha, bet '1 ..;r it! •f 

0 d, 
That thing~> ,,hic.l stitn .. r lHi· 'ltlJ, a1P m t Jl. mad··' t f;vld, 



A.n1l for the self-same reason, a casket that is plain, 
May though we ne'er discover it, the brightest gems 

contain.'' 
Now while the Prince was speaking, the roses whit.c and rell 
Seemed suddenly to fall to earth from off their }('afy bed, 
They were transformecl to courtiers and by the Prince they 

stood, 
For they with him had been bewitched in the enchanted 

wood, 
And Beauty's father all at once stood by his daughter's sitlc, 
But when she fo:r her sisters asked, he quietly replied, 
"Nay, my dear, they must stay at home until they mend 

their ways, 
And then, perhaps, I'll let them come and stay here· n few 

days." 
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