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THE HISTORY OF SINDBAD THE SAILOR. 
N the reign of the caliph Ha1·oun 

Alraschid there lived in Bagdad 
a poor porter named Hindbad. 
One day, during the excessive 
heats of summer, he was carry­
ing a heavy load from one ex­
tremity of the city to the other, 
and being much fatigued by the 
length of way he had co1ne, and 
having still much to traverse, he 
arrived in a street where the 
pavement was sprinkled with 

-rose-water, and a gentle breeze 
v..R-=-=-__ refreshed the air. Delighted 

with this cool and pleasant situa,tion, he placed his load on the 
ground, and took his station near a large mansion. The delicious 
scent of aloes and frankincense which issued fr01u the windows, 
and, mixing with the rose-water, perfumed the air, together with 
a charming concert within, which was accompanied by the melody 
of birds peculiar to the climate, and the smell of different sorts 
of viands, led him to suppose some grand feast was given there. 
He wished to know whose residence it was; and to satisfy his 
curiosity, therefore, he approached some servants standing Jnag­
nificently dressed at the door, and inquired. "What," replied 
the servant, "are you an inhabitant of Bagdad, and do not know 
that this is the residence of Sind bad the sailor, that fa.mous voyager 
who has sailed over all the seas under the stm ?" The porter, who 
had heard of the immense riches of Sindbad, could not help 
comparing his situation, which appeared so enviable, with his 
own, which was so deplorable; and, eli-, tressed by the reflection, 
raised his eyes to heaven, and exclaimed, "Almighty Creator, 
be pleased to consider the difference between Sindbad and Iny­
self. I suffer a thousand ills, and find difficulty to supply my 
wretched family with bad barley bread, whilst the fortunate 
Sindbad enjoys every pleasure. What has he done to obtain so 
hap.py a destiny, or I to n1erit one so rigorous 1" In saying this, 
he struck the ground with his foot, as _if in despair. He was 
still n1using on his fate, when a. servant taking hold of his artn 
said, " Corne, follow me; my master, Sind bad, wi'3hes to speak 
with 1ou.'' 
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Hindbad was surprised at the compliment. Mter the words 
he had uttered, he began to fear Sind bad sent to reprimand him, 
and therefore tried to excuse himself from going, saying that he 
could not leave his load in the street; but the servant assuring 
hi1n it should be taken care of, pressed him so that he could no 
Ion uer refuse. 

He led him into a spacious roon1, where a number of persons 
were seated round a table covered with all kinds of delicate 
viands. In the principal seat was a grave and venerable person~ 
a.ge, whose long white beard hung down to his breast; and behind 
hi1n were standing a crowd of officers and servants. This was 
Sindbad. The porter, confused by the number of the company 
and the magnificence of the entertainment, made his obeisance 
with trembling. Sinclbad desired him to approach, and seating 
hhn at his right hand, helped himself to the choicest dishes, and 
gave him some excellent wine. 

When Sind bad perceived his guests had done eating, addressing 
himself to Hind bad by the title of brother, he inquired his name 
and profession. ''Sir,''- replied he, ~' 1ny name is Hindbad." "I 
an1 happy to see you," said Sindbad, "and can answer for the 
pleasure the rest of the company also feel at your presence, but I 
wish to know what it was you said just now in the street;" for 
Sindbarl had heard the whole from the window. Hind bad hung 
down his head, and replied, " Sir, I must confess 1ny fatigne had 
lJut 1ne so out of hmnour that I utterecl some indiscreet words, 
which I entreat you to pardon." 
~ "0! ~, resumed Sind bad, "do not for a moment imagine 
I am so unjnst as to have any resentment on that account. 
I feel for your situation, and instead of reproaching, I pity 
yoll heartily; but I must undeceive yon on one point respect· 
ing n1yself, where you seem to be in error. You suppose the 
riches I enjoy hn.ve been obtained without any labour; yon are 
1nistaken. I have endured, for many years, the greatest sufferings 
you can conceive. Yes, gentlemen," addressing the company, 
'' n1y sufferings have been e~ traorclinary; I will, with your leave, 
relate the dangers I have encountered." 

Sind bad gave orders, before he began,~ to have Hind bad's 

burden brought in, and plaoed where he should wish; this done, 
ho spoke as follows;- . -- ~ 
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FIRST VOYAGE OF SINDBAD THE SAILOR. 
E~· .. ~~ DISSIPATED 1ny paternal inheritance in the excesses ~. ,·- of youth; but at length seeing my folly, beca1ne convinced 
~ M riches ·were vain when so applied; and so 1noreover reflect­
~ ed the time wasted was of grea.ter value than gold, and 
that nothing could be more deplorable than poverty in old age. 
I recollected the words of Solomon, which n1y father had often 
repeated, that it is better to be in the grave than poor. Feeling 
the truth of all these Teflections, I resolved to collect the remains 
of my patrimony and sell my goods by auction. I repaired to 
Balsora, where I en1ba.rkecl with several merchants in a vessel 
which had been equipped at mu· united expense. 

\V e steered towards the East Indies. I was at first rather 
incommodated with sea-sickness, but so'On recovered my health. 
In the course of our voyage we touched at several islands, and 
sold or exchanged our merchandise. One clay "\Ye were beca.hned 

before a small island appearing just abo~e wa , ancl w:hich 
resembled a beautiful meadow. The capta.m ordeTed the sa1ls to 
be lowered, and gave pernussion to those who w.ished to go 
ashore of which number I formed one. But whlle we were 
rega.Ii~g otU'selves with eating and drinking, by way of relaxation 
fr01n the fatigues at sea, the isla.ncl suddenly trembled nnd. we 
felt a severe shock, 
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They who were in the ship perceived the earthquake, and 
called to us to re-embark, or we should perish, for what we 
supposed to be an island was no 1nore than the back of a whale. 
The n1ost active jumped into the boat, whilst others threw thenl­
selves into the water to swim to the ship; as for me, I was still 
on the island, or more properly on the whale, when it plunged 
into the sea, and I had only time to seize hold of a piece of wood, 
which had been bronght to make a fire with. Meantime the 
captain, willing to avail hitnself of a. fair breeze which bad sprung 
up, set sail with those who had reached his vessel, and left me to 
the mercy of the waves~ I remained in this situation the whole 
of that day and the following night: and in the morning had 
11either strength nor hope left, when a breaker happily dashed me 
on an island. The shore was steep, and I should have found 
difficulty in landing, bad not some roots of trees, whioh fortune 
seemed to have furnished for n1y preservation, assisted me. I 
threw myself on the ground, where I continued more than half 
dead till the sun arose. 

Although extremely enfeebled by my fatigne , I tried to creep 
in search of some herb or fruit that might satisfy my hunger. I 
found some, and had also the good luck to meet with a stream of 
excellent water, which contributed to n1y recovery. Haviucr • . n rcg::uned my strength, I explored the 1sland, and entered a. 
beautiful plain, where I perceived at some distance a horse graz­
jng. I bent my steps that way, trembling between fear and joy, 
for I could not ascertain whether I was advancing to safety or 
perdition. I remarked it was a mare tied to a stake; her beauty 
attracted my attention, but whilst I was admiring her, I henrd 
n voice under ground of a man, who shortly after appeared, aucl 
coming to me, asked me who I was. I related my adventure 
to him; after which he took me into a cave where were some 
other persons not less astonished to see me than I to find them. 

I ate some food which they offered n1e; and having asked what 
they did in so barren a place, they replied that they were grooms 
to King Mihrage, the sovereign of that Lle; and that they came 
every year about that time with some mares belonging to the 
king, for the purpo"e of having a breed between them and a sea­
hor::;e, which came on shore at that spot. They tied the mares 
in that manner, because they were obliged almost immediately, 
by their cries, to drive back the sea, horse, otherwise he began to 
tear them in pieces. As . oon as the n1ares were with foal, they 
carried them back, and these colts were callec~ sea, colts, and set 
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npart for t.he king's use. To-n10rrow was the day fixed for their 

leparture, and if I had been one da.y later I must certainly have 

perished, because they lived so f,tr off t.hat it was impossible to 

reach their habitations without a guide. 
'¥hilsb they were talking, the horse rose ont of the sea. as 

described, and attacked the n1ares. He would then have torn 

then1 to pieces, but the gromns began to n1ake such ~t noise that 

he let go his prey, ancl again piunged into the ocean. 
The following cla.y they returned to the capital, whether I 

acc01upanied them. On our arrival, King lVIihrage, to wh01n I 

was presented, asked me who I was, and by what chance I he1cl 

reached his dominions; and when I had satisfied his cnriosity, he 

expressed pity at n1y 1nisfortune, and gave orders that I shoulcl 

be taken care of, and have everything I might want. 
I associated with persons of n1y own profession. In particu.la.r, 

such as were foreigners, as much to hear so1ne intelligence of 

Bagdad, as with the hope of meeting with some one wh01n I 

could return with; for the ca.pita.l of ICing ~1ihrage has a beauti­

ful port, where vessels fron1 all the world da.ily arri,-e. I also 

songht the society of the Indian st~ges, and fotmcl great pleasure 

in their conversation; this, however did not prevent 1ne attending 

court regularly, nor from conversing with the governors and loss 

1)owerful kings, tributaries of 11ihrage, who were about his per­

son. They asked me a thousand questions about n1y country; 

and I was not le s inquisitive about their different sta.tes. 
In the d01ninions of ICing !-.1ihrage there is an island called 

Cassel. I had been told that in that island there was heard 

every night the sound of sym bals, which had given rise to th€\ 

sailors' opinion, that Degial (the l\tla.h01netan Antichrist), bacl 

chosen that spot for his residence. I felt a great desire to wit­

ness these wonder", and during my voyage I saw son1e fish of 

one or two hundred cubits in length, which occasion n1uch fear, 

but do no harm; they are so timid that they are frightened away 

by beating on a. board. I remarked, also, so1ne other fish not 

above a cubit long, and whose head resembled that of an owl. 
After I returned, as I was standing one da.y near the port, I 

sn.w a ship come towards the land; when they had cast anchor, 

they began to unload its goods, a:r~cl the 1nercbants took thmn 

away to their wn,rehouses. Happen1ng to cast my eyes on smne 

of the packt~ges, I saw n1y nmne written, and, having attentively 

examined them, I concluded thmn to be those which I had enl­

ba.rked in the ship in which I left .Ba.lsora. I _also recollected 
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the captain; but as I was persuaded he thought rue dead, I went up to hint and asked him to wh01n those parcels belonged. "I had on board with me/' replied he, "a merchant of Bagdad 1utmed Sind bad; one clay, when we were near an island, he with some other passengers went ashore on this supposed island, which was no other than an enormous whale that had fallen a leep on the surface of the water. The fish no sooner felt the heat of the fire they had lighted on its back, to cook their pro~ visions, than it began to move and flounce about ]n the sea.. The greater part of the persons who were on it were drowned, and the unfortunate Sind bad was one of the ntm1ber. Tb ese parcels belongecl to him, and I have resolved to sell them, t at if I n1eet with any of his family I 1nay be able to return then1 the profit I shall have 1nade of the principal'' "Captain,'' said I, then, "I am that Sindbad, and these parcels a.re mine.'' When the captain heard me speak, he exclaimed, " Great God, whom shall I trust 1 There is no longer truth in man. I with my own eyes saw Sinclbad perish; the passengers I had on board were also witnesses of it, and you have that assurance to say that you are Sindbad? what audacity! At first sight you appeared a, man of honour, yet you assert an impious falsity to po. se ·s your·elf of some merchandise.'' "Have patience," replied I, "and listen to what I have to say." "Well," said he, "what cau you say 1'' I then related in wl1at n1anner I had been saved, and by wha.t accident I bad 1net with l{:L'lg lVIihrage's gro01ns, who had brought me to his court. 
He was staggered at my discourse, but was soon convincecl that I was not an ilnpostor; for people arriving from hi.· hip knew n1e, and congratulated me on my escape. At last he re­collected me himself, and e1nbracing me, "Heaven be praised," said he; "here are your goods; take them, for they are yours.'' I thanked him, and praised his honourable conduct, and begged him to accept part of the merchandise, but he refused. 
I selected the most precious things in my hales, as presents for King Mihrage. He asked me where I had obtained such rare curiosities. I related the manner in which I had recovered my property, and he expressed his joy on the occasion; he accepted my presents, and gave 1ne others of fa.r greater value. _.c\fter that, I took my leave of him, andre-embarked in the same vessel, having exchanged what merchandise remained with that of the country. \Ve touched at several islands, and at last landed at Balsora, from whence I came here, having realised about 



THE .ARABIAN NIGHTS' ENTERT.t\INME1?TS.r 145 

a hundred thousru1d sequins. I returned to my family, and was 
received with the joy which a true friendship inspires. I bought 
a n1agnificent house and grotmds, 3nld determined to forget tl1e 

disagreeable things I had endured, and enjoy the pleasures of 
life. 

Sind bad here 01·de+ed the n1usicians to go on with theh~ concert, ' 
which he had interrupted. When it was ti1ne to retir·e, Sindbad 
gave a purse, containing a hundred sequins, to the porter, "Take 
this, Hind bad," said he; ''return to your home, and oome again 
to-morrow, to hear the continuation of my adventures." The 
porter ~retired; his wife and children rejoiced very lllt1Ch, and 
did not fail to return thanks to Providence for the bounties 
be towed by means of Sindbad. : 

Hindbad dressed himself in his best clothes on the following 
day, and returned to the house of his liberal pu.tron, who received 
him with smiling looks. .As soon as the guests were a1·rived, the 
table served, and.. tbe repast finished1 Sindbad thns j;\.qdfe~secl hi~ . 
~~~~ . 

SECOND VOYAGE OF SINDBAD 'l'liE SAILOR. 

I
~ HAD resolved to pass the ::est o! my days in ~ranq.uil~ty, 
~· · but soon grew weary of an 1dle life. The desrre of seeing 
~ ,' foreign cotmtries returned; I bought merchandise2 and set 
~~e. off with son1e merchants,. upon whose probity I could rely; 
embarked in a good vessel, and having l'ecommencled ourselves 
to the care of the Almighty, began our voyage. 

One day we landed on an islandl coverea with fruit-trees, but 
so wild that we could not discover any habitation. We wa.lked 
in the meadows, and along the brooks, and whilst some were 
amusing themselves with gathering fruits and flowers, I took ont 
some provisions I had brought, and seated n1yself by a str~an1 
under the shade of some trees. Having satisfied my hunger) 
sleep gradually stole over my senses. When I awoke the ship 
was no longer in view. I was much suxprised, and got up to 
look out for my companions, but they were gone; and I could 
only ·perceive the vessel in full sail, at a great distance. ~ 
~· I thought I should have died with grief: I groaned and criecl 
aloud; be~t 1ny head, and threw myself on the grotmd.. Over­
wheh11ed with distressing thoughts, I reproached myself for n1y 
folly in not being contented with my first voyage, At l~ngth I 
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resigned myself to the will of Heaven, ascended a high tree, front 
whence I looked for some object to inspire hope. Casting 1ny eyes 
towards the sea, I could decern only the water and sky; but per~ 
ceiving on the land side sgmething white, I descended, and 
'valked towards the object, which was at first so distant that I 
C(i)uld not distinguish what it was. As I approached, I perceived 
it to be a white ball of a prodigious size, and when I got near 
enough, I found it was soft. I walked round it to find an open~ 
ing, but could find none; and it appeared so even that it was 
impossible to get up it. The circtunference might be about fifty 
lX\ces. 

The sun was then near setting, the air grew suddenly dark, as 
if obscured by a thick cloud. I was surprised at this change, but 
much more so when I perceived it to be occasioned by a bird of 
a 1nost extraordinary size, which was flying towards me. I 
recollected having heard sailors speak of a bird called a roc; and 
I conceived that the great white ball n1ust be the egg of this bird. 
I ·was not mistaken, for it alighted on it, and p1·wed itself as if 
to sit upon it.. When I saw it con1ing, I drew near to the egg, 
so that I had one of its claws just before n1e, which was as big 
as the trunk of a large tree. I tied myself to it with the linen 
of n1y turban, in hopes that the roc, when it took its flight the 
next n1orning, would carry me out of that desert island. lYiy 
})roject succeeded; the roc carried u1e to such a height that I 
could not distinguish the earth; then it descended with such 
rapidity that I almost lost n1y senses. When it alighted, I 
quickly untied the knot that confined 1ne to its foot, and had 
scarcely loosed myself when it darted on a serpent of an 
immeasurable length, and seizing it in its beak, flew away. 
I found myself in a deep valley, surrounded on all sides with 
n1ountains of such height that the tops were lost in the clouds, 
and so steep that there was no possibility of climbing them. This 
was a fresh embarrassment. 

In walking along this va.lley, I remarked that it was strewed 
with diamonds of an astonishing size. I amused myself in 
examining thmn, but soon perceived other objects which created 
greater fear; these were a great nu1nber of serpents, so long and 
htrge that the smallest would have swallowed an elephant. They 
hid themselves in caves during the day on account of the roc, 
their mortal enemy, and only came out when it was dark. I 
passed the daywalkingaboutthevalley, resting myself occasionally:, 

1 ~nd whe~ ~he ~\ln ~et I r~tired. into ~ ca.ve whe~e I thought I 
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should be in safety. I closed tho entrance, which was low and 
narrow, with a stone large enough to ensure 1ne from the serpents, 
but which yet admitted a little light. I supped on part of my 
provisions, but the hissing of the serpents, which now n1ade their 
appearance, caused me such terror that I could not sleep. At 
day-break the serpents retired; I left my cave trembling, and may 
t.ruly say that I walked upon dian1onds, without feeling any 
desire to touch them. At last I sat down and fell asleep. I hacl 
scarcely begun to doze, when something tmnbling near me, with 
a great noise, awoke 1ne. It was a large piece of fresh meat, and 
at the same moment I saw a ntunber of them rolling down the 
rocks from above. 

I had a.lways supposed the account which I had heard relatecl 
by seamen of the valley of diamonds, and of the means by which 
tnerchants procured them, to be fictitious; I now knew it to be 
true. The n1e.thod is this: the merchants go to the mountains 
which surronnd the valley, aboui the time the eagles hatch their 
young. They cut large pieces of meat, and throw them into the 
valley, and the diamonds on which they fall stick to then1. The 
eagles, which are larger and stronger in tha.t country than in any 
other, seize these pieces of meat to carry to their young. The 
merchants then run to their nests, and by various noises oblige 
the eagles to retreat; and then take the diamonds that have stuck 
to the ])ieces of 1neat. I had began to look on this valley as my 
to1nb; but on seeing this I turned my thoughts to the preserva· 
tion of n1y life. I began by collecting the largest dian1onds, ancl 
with them filled my lea.ther bag in which I had carried n1y pro­
visions. I then took one of the largest pieces of meat, and tiecl 
it round 1ne with the linen of my turban; and so ]aid n1yself on 
the ground, having fctstened my leather bag seCluely. 

Not long thereafter, the eagles began to descend, and each 
seizecl a piece of n1eat. One of the strongest darted on the 
piece to which I was attached, and carried n1e to its nest. The 
merchants then began to frighten away the eagles, ancl when 
they had obliged them to quit their prey, one of thmn approached 
1ne, but was surprised and alarmed on seeing n1e. He soon, 
however, recovered fron1 his fear, and instead of inquiring hmv 
I can1e there, began to quarrel ·with me for trespassing on what 
he called his property. " Yon will speak with pity instead of 
anger,:' said I, "when yon learn how I r&'l..ched this place. Con­
sole yourself, for I have diamonds for you as well as 1nyself, 
more valuable than those of all the othel' merchants together, I 
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have chosen some of the finest in the valley, and have thmn in this bag." On sa,ying this, I showed it to him. I had scarcely finished speaking, when the other merchants perceiving me, flocked round me with gteat astonishment. They were less sur­prised at the stratagen1 I had conceived to save myself, than at n1y courage in attem}?ting to pat it in execution. . They conducted me to the place where they lived; and on seeing n1y diamonds expressed their admir-ation, and decla.red they had never -seen a.ny to equa,l them. I entreated the 1nerchant to whom the nest into which I ha4 been transported belonged-for each merchant has his own-I entreated him to choose as many as he pleased. He contented himself with taking only one, and that too the smallest: and as I pressed him to take more, "No,'' replied he; "I am very well satisfied with this, which is sufficiently valuable to spare n1e further voyages to complete my fortune." 
, I passed the night with these 1nerchants, to whom I recotmted my history. "\V e set off the following day, and travelled over high mountains infested by prodigious serpents, which we had the good fortune to esca,pe. From the nearest port we en1barked for the isle of Roha, which produces the tree from whence the cnnl­phor is extracted; a tree so large and thick that a hundred n1en may be shaded by it. The juice of which the cmnphor is formed runs out at a wound made at the top of the tree, and is received in a ves ·el, where it ''re1nains till it acquires a proper consistence, and becomes what is called can1phor. The juice being thus extracted, the tree withers and dies. The rhinoceros is a native of this island; it i"' smaller than the elephant, yet larger than the buffalo. It has a horn on the nose, abont a cubit in length; this horn is solid, and cut through the middle from one extre1uity to he other, and on it are several white lines, which represent the fig·ure of a 1nan. The rhinoceros fights with the elephant, and piercing him in his belly with his horn, carries him off on his head; but as the fat and blood of the elephant run down on his yes and blind hin1, he falls on the grotu1d, and what ~ ill a toni ·h you, the roc comes and seizes them both in his claws, and flies awn.y with them to feed its young. 

I exchanged some of n1y diamonds for valuable lnerchancli c. ron1 thence we went to other islands, ancl after touching at severn.l ports, reached Balsorn., from '\Yhich I xetnrned to Bagdad, 

t "' 
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THIRD VOYAGE OF SINDBAD THE SAILOR. 

~~ HAD forgotten the dan~ers experienced in n1y two 
7:1 . voyages; and as I grew trred of slothful repose, set oft· 
~L : from Bagdad with son1e rich n1ercl~andise to Balsora, 
;:~-e. where I again embarked with other merchants; and 
made a long voyage, with much advantage. 

One day, when in the open sea, we were overtaken by a ten1pest 
which made us lose our reckoning. It continued several days, 
and drove us near an island, which the captain would gladly have 
been excused from touching at~ but we were under the I\ecessity 
of casting anchor there. When the sails were furled, the captain 
told us that this, as weU as son1e of the neighbouring isles, was 
inhabited by hairy savages, who would come to attack us; and 
that although only dwarfs, we n1ust make no resistance; for as 
their nun1ber was inconceivable, if we should happen to kill one, 
they would pour upon us like locusts and destroy us. This 
account put the whole crew in a terrible consternation, and we 
were too soon convinced of the truth. We saw coming towards 
us an innumerable multitude of hideous sava.ges, entirely covered 
with red hair, and about two feet high. They threw themselves 
into the sea, and swam to the ship. They spoke to us, but we 
could not understand their language. They began to climb the 
sides and ropes of the vessel with so n1uch swiftness and agility, 
that their feet scarcely seemed t~ touch the1u, and soon reached 
the deck. 

You may imagine the situation we were in, not daring to defend 
otuselves, nor even to speak to them, to endeavour to avert the 
impending danger. They unfurled the sails, cut the cable fro1n 
the anchor, and after dragging the ship to shore obliged us to 
disembark; after this they conveyed us to another island, frmn 
whence thBy had come. All voyagers carefq.lly a voided this 
island, for the dismal reason you are going to hear. 

We left the shore, and advancing inland, found son1e fruits, 
which we ate, to prolong our lives, for we all expected to be 
sacrificed. We perceived a large palace, with a folding door of 
ebony, which opened as we pushed it. We entered the conrt­
yard, and facing us saw a vast apartn1ent, with a vestibule, on 
one side of which we:ts a large heap of human bones, and on the 
opposite one a number of spits for roasting. We trembled at 
tl1is spectacle; and as we were fatigued, our legs failed us, and 
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we fell on the earth, where we reinained, unable to move from 
fee1r. 

The sun was setting while we were in this piteous state, when 
the door of the ap3-rtment suddenly opened with a noise, and 
the frightful figure of a black man, as tall as a large palm-tree, 
came forward. In the middle of his forehead one eye, red and 

' fiery as a btu·ning con.l, stood alone; his front teeth were lono· 
nnd sharp, and projected fron1 his mouth, which was as wide a~ 
that of a horse, with the under lip hanging on his breast; his 
e;-us resembled those of an elephant, and covered his shoulder~, 
and his long and curved nails were like the talons of an inuuense 
hircl. At the sight of this hideous giant we fainted, and rmnained 
like dead n1en. 

As our senses returned, we saw him seated under the vestibule, 
exan1ining us ·with his piercing eye. "VVhen he had viewed us 
well, he advanced, and taking n1e np by the neck, turned 1ne 
round as a butcher would the head of a sheep. Finding I was 
little more than skin and bone, he released 1ne. He took up 
each of the others in turn, in the same manner, and as the captain 
was the fattest, he held him in one hand as I should a spanow, 
nnd with the other thrust a spit through his body; then kindling 
a, large fu·e, roasted him, and ate hiu1 for supper in the apartment, 
whether he retired. Having finished his repast, he returned to 
the vestibule, where he·la.y clown to sleep, and snored louder thnu 
thunder. We pas. eel the night in agonizing suspense; when 
daylight returned, the giant awoke and went abroad, leaving ns 
in the palace. 

vVhen we supposed him at a di ta.nce, we gave vent to our 
lamentations, for the fear of disturbing the giant bad kept ns 
silent during the night. The palace resounded with groans. 
Although we were a considerable number, ::md had one conunon 
enemy, yet the idea of delivering ourselves by his death never 
occurred. Submitting ourselves to the will of God, we passed 
the day in walking over the island, and eating such fruit as we 
1net with. Towards evening we sought for shelter, but finding 
none, were obliged to return to the palace. 

The giant did not fail to return to sup again on one of our com­
panions,afterwhich he fell asleep and snored till daybreak, when he 
arose and went out as before. Our situation appeared so helpless, 
that some of n1y conll'ades were on the point of throwing them­
selves into the sea rather than be sacrificed in so dreadful a manner, 
~ut one of the con1pany said :-:"We are forbid de~ to kill ourselves i 
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::mel even were that permitted, would it not be more rational to 

endeavour to destroy the barbarous monster who had destined 

u · to such a cruel death 1" 
I had formed a project of that nature, and now co1rnuunicatcd 

it to IllY fellow-sufferers, who a.pproved of it. " My friends," 

S<lid I, then, "there is a deal of wood on the sea shore; you will 

1nake raft , ancl when finished, leave then1 in a proper place, till 

we find opportunity to use them. In the meantime we can put 

in execution the design to deliver ourselves fron1 the giant; if it 

succeeds, we may wait with patience till some vessel passes, by 

which we n1ay quit this fatal isle; if we miss our aim, we shall 

have recourse to our rafts, and pnt to sea. I own that in exposing 

ourselves to the fury of the waves on such fragile barks, we run 

a great hazard of losing our lives; but if we are destined to perish, 

is it not preferable to meet with a watery grave than to be buried 

in the entrails of that monster, who has already devoured two of 

our companions?" My ad vice was a.pproved, and we inllnedia tely 

built l'afts large enough to contain three persons each. 
\Ve returned to the palace towards evening, and as the giant 

arrived, another of our party was sacrificed. But \Ve were soon 

revenged of his cruelty. After he had finished his horrible n1eal, 

he as usual lay down to sleep. As soon as we heard hin1 snore, 

niue of the 1nost cotuageous an1ong t ns and 1nyself took each a 

spit, and heating the points red hot, thrust thetn into his eye 

and blinded him. 
The pain made him gro[I.U hideously; he suddenly raised him­

self, and extended his anns on all sides to seize some one, but 

fortunately we had tin1e to get away, and to throw ourselves ou 

the gTonnd in places where he could not set his feet on us. 

Having songht us in vain, he at last fotmd the door, and went 

out, bellowing with pain. 
We immediately repaired to the shore, where our rafts lay. \V e 

set the1n afloat, and waited till daybreak to boa.rd them, in case 

we should see the giant approach, with some guide to lead hin1 

to us; but we hoped that if he did not make his appearance by 

that titne, and if his cries, which resotmded through the air, were 

discontinued, we 1night suppose him dead; and we proposed 

ren1aining in the isla,nd till some safer conveyance should offer. 

But the sun had scarcely risen, when we perceived our crnel 

enen1y, accompanied by two giants of nearly his own size, who 

conducted him and a great number of others who ran before. 

1Y c ran to OHl' mft , and rowed away as fast as possible, Th~ 
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giunt:s, seeincr this, provided themselves with 1£\rge stones, hastened 
to the shore~ and even ventured to their middles into the sea to 
throw thmn at us, which they did so ad.Toitly as to sink all the 
rafts excepting that I was upon, so that n1yself and two compan­
i0ns ·were alone fortunate-the others being drowned. We soon 
got out of reach of the stones. 

\Vhen in the open sea, we became the sport of the winds and 
waves, and we passed that day and night in cruel suspense, but 
on the nwrrow had the good fortune to be thrown on an isla,nd. 
We fotmd excellent fruits, which served to re-establish our 
strength. 

Towards night we went to sleep on the sea. shore, but were 
soon awakened by the noise which the scn.les of an immeulSe 
serpent, long as a palm-tree, made on the ground. I~ devoured 
one of my companions, notwithstanding the efforts he 111ade to 
extricate himself, for the serpent shook hiu1 several. tin1es, and 
then crushing hi1u on the e~rth, quickly swallowed him. 

I\iy other comrade and myself took flight, and although at some 
distance, we heard a noise which made us suppose the serpent 
was vomiting the bones of the unhappy Inan·. On the morrow 
we perceived our suspicions correct. " 0 God ! " I exclaimed, 
"to what are we exposed? Yesterdc.'l.y we were rejoicing at our 
e cape from the cruelty of n, giant and the fury of the waves, nnd 
to-day we are terrified by a peril not less imminent.'' 

As we walked along, we remarked a high tree, on which we 
proposed to pass the following night, to be in safety. vVe ate 
some fruits, and at the approach of night climbed the tree. \ e 
soon heard the serpent come hissing to the foot of the tree; it 
raised itself against the trunk, and meeting with my companion, 
who was lower than I was, swallowed hin1 and retired. 

At daybreak I descended, more dea.d tha.u alive; indeed, I 
could only expect to meet the sa,n1e fate. The idea chill d n1e 
with horror, and I proposed to throw myself into the sea-but 
as life is desirable as long as it will last, I resisted this impulse of 
de pair, and submitted n1yself to the will of God, who eli ·poses 
of our lives as is best for us. 

I collected a great quantity of wood and furze, and tying it in 
fagots, put it rotmd the tree in a large circle, and tied some acros 
the top to cover my head. Tllis done, I enclosed n1yself within 
this circle when the evening can1e on, having the dismal consola­
tion I had done all in my power to preserve my life. The serpent 
did not fail to return and try to devour n1e, but could not succeed 

. .. , •. ·- · .yo.#.::: c .. 
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en accottnt of the rampart. The whole night he was besieging 

me; and at last day ret.urned, a.nd he retired. 
I was so fatigued, a.nd had suffered so much fr01n his pestilential 

breath, that death appearing preferable to a repetition of such 

horror, I again ran towards the sea with the intention of putting 

an end to my existence, but God pitied 1ny coudition, and at the 

moment that I was going to throw myself into the sea, I perceived a. 

<vessel at a great distance. I cried with all1ny strength, and un­

folded the linen of my turban to attract the attention of those on 

board. This had the desired effect, and the captain sent a boat 

for me. 
\Vhen on boa.td, the merchants and seamen were eager to Ie:-trn 

by what chance I had reached that desert island, a.nd after I had 
related all that had happened, the oldest of then1 told n1e they had 

often heard of the giants who lived in that island; that they were 

anthropophagi, and devoured men raw as well as roasted. With 
regard to the serpents, they added there were many in that 

island, which hid thmnselves in the day and appeared at night. 

Expressing their joy at my escape from so many perils, as they 

supposed I must be in want of something to eat, they pressed me 

to pa.rtx.tke of their best; and the captain, observing my dress 

much torn, generously gave n1e one of his. 
At length we lauded on the island of Salahat, where the sandal­

wood is cultivated. As the merchants began to unload their 

goods, to sell or exchange then1, the captain called me and said, 

"Brother, I have some goods which belonged to a merchant who 

was for son1e ti1ue on board my ship. As this merchant is den,cl, 

I mn going to have the1n vahled, that I 1nay rencler some account 

of them to his hei1~, should I ever meet with them.)) The bales 

he was speaking of were already upon deck. lie showed then1 

1ne, saying, ''These n,re the goods; I wish you to take charge of 

them, and negotiate them, on the condition of what is usually 

dne for your trouble.'' I consented, and thanked hin1. 
1 The writer of the ship registered the bales with the names of 

the mercha.nts to who1n they belonged. \Vhen he asked the 

capta,in by what name he should register those destined for 1ny 

charge, the captain replied, "By the name of Sind bad the Sailor." 

I could not hear my O"-TJ.l nmne without emotion, a11d looking at 
the captain, recognised him to be the san1e who in n1y seconcl 

voyage had left 111e on the island. As he thought me dead, it is 

not to be wondered he did not recognise me. "Captain,'' said 

I, "was the merch~.~nt called Sindbad? '' - ~'Yes," returned he; 
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'' he was from Bagdad, and embarked at Balsora. One day 
when we went ashore for water, by mistake he was left behind; 
none of the crew perceived it till four hours after, when the wind 
blew so fresh it was impossible to return.'' ''You believe hi!ll 
dead,'' resumed I. "Assuredly,'' replied the captain. " Well, 
then,'' said I, ''open your eyes and know that the same Sind bad 
whom you left on the island is now before you. I fell asleep on 
the banks of a little stream, ancl when I awoke perceived the 
ship was gone.'' 

At these words, the captain fLxed his eyes on me, and after 
having examined n1e very attentively, at last recollected n1e. 
"God be praised!'' cried he, embracing me; "l am delighted 
that fortune has given 1ne an opporttmity of repairing my fault. 
Here are your goods, which I have preserved with care, and 
always had valued at every port I stopped at. I return them 
to you with the profit I have made on them.'' I receivecl them 
with the gratitude which such an action demanded. 

From the island of Salahat we went to another, where I fur 4 

nished myself with cloves, cinnamon, and other spices. When 
we had sailed some distance from it, we perceived an immense 
tortoise that was twenty cubits in length and breadth. Also an 
a1nphibious animal that had n1ilklike a cow (the hippopotamus): 
its skin is so hard that bucklers are made of it. I saw another 
of the make and colour of a camel. At length, after a long 
voyage, we arri-ved at Balsora, from. whence I came to Ba.gclaa 
with so much wealth that I clid not know the a1nount of it. I 
gave a great deal to the poor, and made considerable ach.1itions to 
my h.mded estates, 
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FOURTH VOYAGE OF INDBAD THE SAILOR. 

I
~·~ Y love for traffic anclnovelty tempted me to a fourth 
& ~~ ' voyage. I travelled towards Persia., aucl at last reachecl 
~~~~ a port, where I embarked. We set sail, and touched 
~ at Terra Firma, and some oriental islands: but one day, 
nutking a great tuck, we were surprised by a sudden squa11, 
which obliged the captain to lower the sails. He gave the 
necessary orders for preventing danger, but all our precautions 
were fruitless; the sails were torn in a thousand pieces, and the 
vessel becoming ungovernable, was driven on a sand-bunk and 
·went to pieces, by which a great number of the crew, as well as 
the cargo, perished. 

I had the goocl fortune, with other merchants and seamen, to 
get hold of a plank; we were drawn by the strength of the 
current towards an island that la.y before us. VV e found so1ne 
fruits and fresh water, which re-established our strength, ancllay 
down to sleep in the spot where the waves hacl thrown us; the 
grief we felt at our misfortune rendered us cureless of our 
f«J,te. The next morning, advancing into the island, we per­
ceived some habitations. \Vhen we drew near, a number of 
black · came out and surrounded us, seized our persons, of which 
they seeined to make a division, and conducted us to their 
houses. 

Five of my comrades and n1yself were taken into the S<Ulle 

place. They made us sit down, a.ncl offered us a certain herb, 
inviting us by signs to eat it. My con1panions, without con· 
sidering that they wbo gave it us did not eat of it, only consulted 
their appetites, and devoured it with avidity. I, who ha.d a sort 
of presentiment that it was for no good purpose, refused to taste it; 
nnd it was well I did, for a short tin1e after I perceived my com· 
pa.nions soon ]ost all recollection, and did not know what they 
said. They then served us with rice dressed with the oil of the 
cocoa-nut, and my con1rades ate it ravenously. I ate a very little. 

The blacks had presented the herb first to affect our heads, 
nncl banish our sorrow, and the rice was given to fatten us. ..A.s 
they were anthropophagi, they designed to feast on us when in 
good condition. :!)1:y poor comrades fell victims to tbis batbarous 
custon1, having lost their senses. As for 111e, instead of fattening 
I grew thinner every da.y. The fe::tr of death, which constantly 
haunted 1ne, turned the aliments I took to poison, and I feU 

:E' 2 
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into a state of languor, which was in the end very beneficial: for the b1'lcks, having eaten my co1urades, were cont~mted to let 1ne remain till I was better picking. 
In the n1eantime, I was allowed a great deal of liberty. This afforded me the opportunity one day of escaping. An old n1nn, who guessed my intention, called 1ne to return; but I only flnickened my pace, and soon got out of his sight. All the other blt. cks were absent, and were not to return till night. I con­tinned my flight till evening, when I stopped to rest and sati. ·fy 1ny hunger. I soon proceeded, and walked without intermi ·sion for . even clays, avoiding those places which appeared inhabited, and living on cocoa-nuts. 
On the eighth day I ca,1ue to the sea-shore. Here I saw some ·white people employed gathering pepper; I approached the1n without fear. They asked n1e whence I came. 
Delighted to hear my native language, I related the manner I bad been shipwrecked, and got into the hands of the blacks. ~'But these blacks," said they, "eat men; by what miracle could yon escape their cruelty 1 '' I gave then1 the a{!count, and they were 1nuch surprised. 
I remained with the1u until they had collected all the pepper they chose, and then etnbarkecl with the1u in the ve ·sel which conveyed them to another island, fr0111 whence they had come. They presented 111e to their king, who wa. · a good prince. He li tened to 1ny adventures, which astonished him. This i ·land ·was yery populous, and abounded in all sorts of articles for ommerce. This agreeable retreat consoled me for 1uy mi ·for­tunes, and the kindness of this generous prince made 1ne com­pletely happy. Indeed, I ·was soon considered n10re as a native tha u ~ stran frcr. 
One thing appeared to 1ne very singular; every one, the king not excepted, rode on horseback without either bridle or stirrups. I one day took the liberty to ask his 1najesty why such things were e.~cluded. He replied that he was entirelyignorantofwhat I n1eant. I illllllediately went to a workman, and gave hin1 a model to make the tree of a saddle fro1u; that fini ·heel, I covered it with le,lther, Tichly embroidered in gold, and stuffed it with hair. I then applied to a lock 1nith, who made me a bit according to the pnttern I gave him, and so1ne stirrups also. 
\Vhen the··e were con1pletecl, I presented them to the Icing, and tried them on one of biB hor.·e··: the prince then mounted it, nucl was so plea~ ed that he ronde me cousiderable pre ·euts, I was 

..... 
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ohliued to make several saddles for his 1uinisters and principal 
oflic~rs, who rewarded 1ne with rich presents. I also made some 
for the most respectable inhctbitants, by which I gained a great 
reputation. 

As I attended conrt, the king said one day, "Sind bad, I love 
yon; and I know that 111y subjects entertain a high regard for 
you. I have one request to 1na.ke, which you must not deny me.'' 
" Sire," replied I, "your power over me is absolute." "I wish you 
to Inarry,'' restunecl the prince, ''that you n1ay have a more tender 
tie to attach you to n1y dominions.'' As I did not dare to refuse, 
he married me to a lady of his court, who was noble, beautiful, 
rich, and acc01uplished. After the ceren1ony, I took up my abode 
in the house of n1y wife, and lived for some time l1appily. 
Nevertheless, I was discontented with my situation, and design eel 
to make my escape the first convenient opportunity, and return 
to Bagdad. 

As the wife of one of n1y neighbours fell sick and died, I went 
to console him. "May God preserve you," sa.id I to him, "and 
grant you a long life!" "Alas!" replied he, "how can I obtain 
what you wish 1 I have only one hour to live.'' "Oh," re ·unwd 
I, "do not suffer such dismal ideas to take possession of your 
n1incl; I hope to enjoy your friendship many years." "I wish 
with all n1y heart,'' said he, "that your life may be of long dunt· 
tion; as for me, this day I sl1all be buried with 1ny wife. Such 
i.s the custom in this island." 

1\Ieanwhi.le his rela.tions, friends, and neighbours arrived to be 
present at the funeral. 1.'hey dressed the corpse in the richest 
attire, as on the day of her nuptials, decorated with her jewels. 
They placed her, uncovered, on a bier, and the procession set out. 
The husband, dressed in mourning, went immediately after the 
body of his wife, and the rest followed. They bent their course 
towards a high mountain, ancl when arrived, a large stone, which 
covered a deep pit, was raised, and the body let down into it. 
Then the husband took his leave of his friends, and suffered hitn-
·elf to be placed on a bier, with a jug of wa;ter, and seven smttll 
loa;ves by his side; he was then let down, as his wife had been. 
This n1ountaiu extended a great way, and served as a boundary 
to the ocean, and the pit was yery deep. When the ceremony 
was completed, the stone was replaced, n.nd the company retired. 
I could not a. void telling the king my sentunents. "Sire," said 
I, "I cannot express n1y a tonishment at the strange custon1 of 
interring the living ·with the dead: I have visited many nations, 
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but I never heard of so cruel a law.'' ''\~That can I do, Srndbad 1;; 
replied the king; "it is a law common to all, and even I subn1it 
to its decree; I shall be interred alive with the queen, if she die 
first." "Sire,'' resumed I, "will your majesty allow me to a:k 
if foreigners ar~ obliged to observe this cu~'tom 1 '' ''Certainly/' 
, aid the king, ·smiling nt the motive of my question; "they are 
not exempted when they marry in the island." 

I returned h01ne thoughtful and snd. The fen.r tha.t my wife 
might die first, and that I 1nu t be interred ·with her, was most 

-: 

li ;-tre in cr. I must ba;ve patience, and submit to the will of G.o.cl. 
N evertbefe I trembled at the sliO'htest indisposition of my w1te; 
an 1, alas! sl;e was taken clangero1~. ly ill, and died in a few da.ys. 
The king, accon1panied by his whole. co~ut, ~onou~·ed the pro~ 
cession with hi presence, and the pnnmpal rnbab1tants of the 
city also, out of respect t? me, were present at 1ny ~tennent. 

\:Yhen aU was in readiness, the corpse of n1y Wife, decorated 
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with her jewels, was placed on the bier, a.nd the procession set 
out. I followed the body, 1ny eyes bathed in tears, and deplorin~ 
n1y miserable destiny. Before we arrived at the mountain, .1 
acldressecl myself to the king. then to those who were near 1ne, 
and bowing to the ground to kiss the hem of their garment, I 
entreated then1 to have pity on n1e. "Consider," said I, "that 
I am a stranger, who ought not to be subject to so rigorous a law, 
and that I have another wife and children in my own country." 
I pronounced these words in an affecting ton&, but no one seen1ed 
n10vecl; on the contrary, they hastened to put the corpse in the 
pit, and soon after I was let down also, on another bier, with a 
jug of water and seven loaves. The fatal ceremony being conl­
pleted, they replaced the stone over the n1outh of the pit, 
notwithstanding my piteous lamentation. 

As I approached the bottom, I discovered, by the little light 
that shone from above, the shape of the snbterraneous abode. It 
was n. vast c.avern, about fifty cubits deep. I soon feU an insup­
portable stench, which arose from the carcases spread arotmd. 
I even fancied I heard the last sighs of so1ue who had but la.tely 
fallen victims. I left the bier, and stopping my nostrils, went to 
a, distance fron1 the dead bodies. I threw myself on the ground, 
~here I remained a long time bathed in tears; then reflecting on 

my cruel fate, "It is true," said I, "that God disposes of us as 
seems best to his all-seeing Providence; but, unhappy Sindbad, 
js it not your own fault that you are now brought to this singular 
dea,th 1 Would to Heaven I had perished in some of the drea,d .. 
ful ·wrecks from which I have been saved; I should not now 
have had to languish in this miserable abode of lingering death. 
But have I not brought it on myself by my accursed avarice 1 
Ah, wretch! I ought to have remained with my fan1ily, and 
enjoyed peaceably the fruits of my former labours." 

Such were the useless expressions of rage and clespa.ir with 
which I 1nade the cavern re-echo. I beat 1ny heacl and breast, 
and gave wa.y to the most violent grief. Nevertheless, instead 
of calling on death to release me from this habitation of despair, 
the love of life still glowed within me. I felt my way to the bier, 
notwithstanding the intense obscurity; I found my bread and 
water, and ate of it. I subsisted for some days on my provisions; 
bnt when exhausted, prepared to die. I was resigned to my fate, 
when I heard the stone above raised. A corpse and living per· 
son were let down. The deceased was a man. It is natural to 
have recourse to -violent 1nethods when reduced to the last ex· 
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tremity. \Vhile the woman was descending, I approached th~ spot where her bier was to be placed, and when I perceived the aperture above to be closed, I gave the unhappy female two or three great blows on the head with a large bone. I killed her; I had only con1mitted this inhn1uan action to obtain her bread and water: I had now provisions for some days. At the end of t.hat tin1e & dead wOJnan and her living husband were let down. I killed the man in the same manner; and as there happened, fortunately fOl~ me, to be a mortality in the city, I was not in want of food, en1ploying always the smue means to obtain it. One day, when I bad just put an end to an unfortunate won1an, I heard a sound like breathing and a footstep. I advanced to the part from whence the sound proceeded; I heard a louder breath­ing ~t my approach, and I fancied I saw son1ething fleeing fro1n 1ne. I followed thL'3 species of shadow, which occasionally stopped, and then nga.in retreated, panting as I drew near. I pursued it ·o long, and went so far, that at last I perceived a small speck of light resembling tt star. I continued to walk towards this light, s m_etimes losing it, according to the obstacles which arose, hut always recovering it again, till I arrived at an opening in the rock large enough to allow me to pass. 
At this discovery, I stopped to recover frotn the violent emotion occasioned by my walking quick; then IJassing through the crevice, I found myself on the sea-f3hore. lVIy joy was so great I could scarcely believe my imagination did not deceive n1e. \Vhen I became convinced it was a reality, I perceived that the thing which I had heard pant, and which I had followed, was an animal that lived in the sea., and was wont to enter the Cctve to devour the dead bodies. 
I examined the 1nountain, and obseryed it was situated between the city and the sea, without any COllllllllllica.tion between them, for it was so steep that it was not practicable. I prostrated my­self on the shore, to thank God for his mercy. I then returned to the cave to get son1e bread, which I brought out and ate with n1uch better a.ppetite than I had enjoyed since 1ny interment in that gloomy mansion. 
I returned again, to collect as well as I could, by feeling on the different biers, all the diamonds, rubies, pearls, golden bracelet.:, and everything of value I could find, and brought the1n to the shore. I tied them up in packets \Yith the cords which had served to let down the biers, and left then1 iu a convenient place till n. proper opportunity should offer, 
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At the end of two or three days I perceived a vessel sailin.~ 

out of the hc.ubour, a11d passing the spot where I was. I made signs ·with the linen of my turban, and cried aloncl. They heard 
n1e on board, and despatched a boat to fetch n1e. When tho 
sailors inquired by what misfortune I had got into that place, I 
replied that I had been wrecked with all my nwrchandi. ·e. 
Forttma.tely these people did not consider whether 1ny story was 
probable, but, satisfied with my answer, took n1e on board with 
n1y bales. 

vVben we had reached the vessel, the captain, happy in being 
instrumental to my safety, and occupied with the nutnagernent 
of the ship, believed the tale of the wreck. 

lVe passed several islands, amongst others the island of Bells, 
distant about ten days' sail from that of Serendib (Ceylon), sailing 
with a fair wind, and six da.ys' from the isle of Kela (Cala.bar), 
where we landed. Here there were some lead- mines, son1e Indian 
canes, and excellent camphor. 

The king of the isle of J{ela is Yery rich and powerful. llis 
authority extends over the i ·land of Bells. The inha.bitants eat 
h mnan flesh. After we had made an advantageous traffic, we 
again set sail. At length I arrived happily at Bagdad with 
immense riches, of which it is needle ·s to give you a detail. To 
show n1y grc:ttitucle to Heaven for the 1nercies shown n1e, I spent 
a great deal in charity, so1ne for the sup})Ort of nwsques, ancl 
some for the subsistence of the poor. I then entirely gave 
1uy ·elf up to t.he society of 1ny relations and friends, and passed 
my titne in feasting and entertaimneuts. 

Sind bad here concluded the relation of his fourth voyage, which 
occasioned still 1nore surprise in his audience than the three 
preceding ones lutd done. He repeated his present of a hundred 
~equins to Hindbad, whon1 he requested, with the rest of the 
cou1pa.ny, to return the following cla.y to cline, ancl hear the 
details of his fifth voyage. Hindbad and the others took their 
lea\ e and retired. The next clay, when all were assen1bled, they 
~at down to table, and when the repast was over, Sindbad began 
the account of his fifth v-oyage as follows. 
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:FIFTH VOYAGE OF SINDBAD THE SAILOR. 

I
~ HE ple~sures I enjo~ed could not prevent my ~arming the 
~; · resolutiOn of venttn1ng a fifth voyage. I prov1ded 1nyself 
~~·~.w with merchandise, packed it, and sent it by land-carriage 
~~ to the nearest seaport, where, lmwilling to trust any more 
to a captain, and wishing to have a vessel of my own, I built aucl 
equipped one at my own ex1;ense. When finished, I loaded it 
and embarked; and as I had not sufficient cargo to fill it 
myself, I received several merchants of different nations with 
their goods. 

Mter sailing a considern,ble time, we stopped at a desert island, 
' here we found the egg of a roc, as large as that I spoke of on a 
fanner occasion; it contained a small roc, just ready to hatch, its 
beak having begun to 1nake its appearance. The 1nerchants who 
were with rue broke the egg with hatchet , and cut out the young 
roc piece by piece, and roasted it. I had advised then1 not to 
touch the egg. 

They had scarcely finished their meal, when two immense 
cloudd appeared in the air at a considerable distance. 'l'he 
captain, knowing what it was, cried out that it was the father 
and n1other of the young roc, and warned us tore-embark and 
escape as quickly as possible. \Ve took Iris advice, and set sail 
imn1ccliately. 

The two roes approached, uttering tho most frightful scream , 
which they redoubled on finding the young one was no n1ore. 
Determining to revenge themselves, they flew away and disappeared 
for some time, during which we used all diligence to sail away. 
Nevertheless they returned, and we perceived they each had an 
enormous piece of rock in their claws. \Vhen exactly over our 
ship, suspending themselves in the air, one of them let fall the 
piece of rock he held. By the address of the pilot, who suddenly 
turned the vessel, it did not tmnble on us, but fell close to us into 
the sea, in which it made such a chasm that we could almost see 
the bottom. The other bird, unfortunately for us, let the piece 
of rock fa.ll so immediately on the ship tha.t it broke and split it 
into a thousand pieces. The sailors and passengers were all 
either crushed to death, or drowned. I was myself under water 
for some time, but rising a.gain to the surface, had the good for· 
tune to seize a piece of the wreck. Thus, swimming sometin1es 
with one hand a.nd sometimes with the other, still holding what 
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I had fixed myself to, and having the wind and current both in 
n1y favour, I reached an island where the shore was very steep; 
I nevertheless overcatne this difficulty and got on land. 

I seated myself on the grass to rest, after which I advanced 
l into the island. It semned to be a delicious ga.rden. \Vherever 
I turned my eyes I saw beautiful trees, some loaded with green, 
others with ripe fruit~, and transparent streams meandering be­
tween them. I ate of the fruits, which I found to be excellent, 
nncl quenched 1ny thirst ttt the brooks. 

Night being arrived, I lay down on the grass, but did not deep 
a.n hour at a time; my sleep wa~ continually interrupted by the 
fear of being alone in such a desert place, and I employed the 
night reproaching myself for venturing from home. These reflec­
tions led me so far, that I began to form a project against my 
life; but day returning, its cheerful light dissipated this gloomy 
idea. I walked amongst the trees, though not without much fear. 

When I had advanced a little way, I perceived an old man, 
who appeared much broken down. He was seated on the bank 
of a rivulet: at first I supposed he n1ight be shipwrecked. I 
saluted him, to which he made no other return than a slight bow. 
I asked hin1 what he was doing, but instead of replying, he n1ade 
signs to me to take him on my shoulders and croslit the brook, 
ma.king me understand he wanted to gather fruit. So taking 
him on 1ny back, when I had reached the other side I stooped 
and desired bim to alight; instead of which this old man who 
appeared so decrepit, nimbly threw his legs, which I now saw 
were covered with a skin like a cow's, over rny neck, and seated 
himself fast on my shoulders, squeezing my throat so violently 
that I expected to be stn"ngled; thi£ ala.rmed me so n1uch that I 
fainted. 

N otwithsta.nding, the old n1au kept his place on 1ny neck; he 
only loosed his hold sufficiently to allow me to breathe. When 
I recovered, he pushed one of his feet against my stomach, and 
kicking my side with the other, obliged me to get up. He then 
made 1ne walk under some trees, a.nd forced me to ga.ther and 
eat the fruit. He never quitted his hold during the day, ancl 
when I wi hed to rest at night, he laid himself on the grotmd 
with me, always fixed to 1ny neck. He never failed to awaken 
1ne in the morning, which he effected by pushing me, and then 
1nade me get up and walk, kicking me all the t.ime. Conceive, 
gcntlen1en, the plague of bearing this burden, without the poss~ .. 
pilit-y of getting rid of it. 
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One day, hn.ving found o:q. the ground several dried goutds, 
which had fallen from a tree, I took a pretty large one, aud hn.ving 
cleared it well, squeezed into it the juice of several bunches of 
grapes. \Vhen I lrad filled th~ gom·d, I placed it in a particular 
spot, and some days after returned with the old man, whe11 
tasting the contents, I found it to be excellent wiue, which for :; 
little made me forget the ills that oppressed n1e. It gave nH 
new vigour, and raised my spirits so that I began to sing aud 
dance as I went along. 

The old man, per~eiving the effect, made sighs to me to let him 
taste it. I gave hin1 the gourd, ancl the liquor pleased his 
palate so well that he drank it all, and the fumes of the wine soon 
rose into his head, and he began to sing and stagger on my 
shoulders. The blows he gave himself made him retm·n what he 
had on hie; stomach, and his legs loosened by degrees; so that 
finding he no longer held me tight, I threw him on the ground, 
and with a latge stone crushed him to death. 

I was rejoiced at having got rid of this old man, and walked 
towards the sea-shore, where I met some people who b~longed to 
a ·vessel which had anchored there to get water. They were 
astonished at seeing me

1 and hearing the account of my aclven· 
ttu·e. " You. had fallen,' said they, '' into the hands of the 0 ld 
:!\Ian of the Sea, and you are the first wh01n he has not strangled; 
he never left those whom he had once mastered till he had put 
an end to their e:ristence; and this island is notorious for the 
nuniber he bas killed. The . ailors and n1erchants who land 
never approach, excepting in a strong body." 

They took me to their hip, where the captain received me 
with politeness. He set sail, and in a few days we landed at the 
port of a large city, where tbe hBuses were built of stone. 

One of the merchants having contracted a friendship for 1nc, 
entreated me to accompany him, and.conducted n1e to the lodging 
destined for foreign merchants. He gave me a large sack, and 
then introduced n1e to some people, also furnished with f:iacks: 
having desired the1n to take me with them to gather cocof1., 
"Go," said he, "follow them, ancl do as they do; and do not 
stray from them, for your life will be in danger if you leave 
then1,'> He 'gave n1e provisions for the clay, and I set off with 
them. 

We arrivecl at a large fore.·t of tall straight tree. , the trunks 0f 
which were so smooth that it was impossible to climb up to the 
branches where the fruit grew, They were coc0<1.-trees, and we 

( 
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wanted to knock down the fruit and fill our sacks. Ou entering 
the forest, we s:1w n.n amazing number of monkeys, of all sizes, 
which fled at our approach, and ran up the trees with surpric;;ing 
agility. The mercha.nts collected stones and threw thmn at the 
~nonkeys. I did the same, and soon perceived that these 
{miinn.ls, awa1'e of our design, gathered the cocoa-nuts ancl threw 
\,henl at us, with gestures which plainly showed their anger. "\V e 
picked np the cocoa-nuts, and at intervals threw up stones to 
Irritate the monkeys. By this contrivance we filled our sacks 
with the fruit; a tl;ling l1tterly il;llpracticable by :;my other 
111ethod. 

Vl e returned to the city, where the merchant w.ho bad sent me 
gn. e n1a the value of the cocoa-nuts I had collected. "Continue 
to do so every day," said he, "till you have an1assed sufficient 
money to convey you to your own country." I thanked hhn for 
the good advice, and by degTees acquired such a quantity of 
cocoa-nuts, that I sol~l them for a considerable stun. 

The ves3el in which I came had sailed with the merchants who 
had loaded it with the cocon,-nuts they had purchased. I waited 
for the arrival of another, which sl~ortly after came into harbour 
for a lading. I sent on board all my cocoa-nuts, and ' ·hen it 
was ready to sail, took leave of the 1ne.rchant to whOln I was 
under so n1any obligations. As he had not yet settled his affhirs, 
he could not mnbark with me. 

We set sn.il, and steered towards the island where pepper 
grows in such abundance. Fron1 thence we 1nade the island of 
Comari, where the best species of the aloe grows, ancl whose 
inhabitants submit then1selves to a law not to drink wine nor 
snffer any kind of debauchery. In these two islands I exchanged 
all my cocoa-nuts for pepper and aloe-wood, and engaged n1yself, 
·with other merchants, in a pearl-fishery. I collected a ntunber 
of very large and }Jerfect pearls, with which I joyfully put to sea, 
and arrived safely n,t Balsora, from whence I returned to Bagdad, 

here I sold the pepper, aloes, and pearls for a large sum, n,nd 
bestowed a tenth part of n1y profits in charity, aE:i I had done on 
n1y return fron1 every former voyage, and enclerwoured to recover 
ft·oul my fatignes by every kind of diversion. 
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SIXTH VOYAGE OF SINDBAD THE SAILOR. 
~~ WAS tempted again to expose 1nyself to the caprice of I fortune, to venture n1yself a sixth time on the unstable 

sea., notwithstanding the entreaties of n1y friends. 
I passed through the provinces of Persia and the Indie~, and arrived at a seaport, where I embarked in a good ship, with a captain determined on a long voyage. Long indeed it proved, but, at the same thne, so unfortunate that captain and pilot lost their way. They at length got right a.gnin, but we had no rea:;on to rejoice, for the captain astonished us by suddenly quitting his 

}JOst, and uttering the most lamentable cries. He threw his turban on the floor, tore his beard, and beat his head, as if dis­tracted. We asked what occ:1sioned these signs of affliction. "I atn obliged to announce to you,'' said he, "that we are in the greatest peril. A rapid current carries the ship, and we shall all perish in a quarter of an hour. Pray God to deliver us, for 11othing can save us, unless he takes pity on u ." He then gave order' for setting the sails, but the ropes broke, and the ship, without a possibility of 111anaging it, was dashed again t a rock, where it went to pieces; we had, however, time to secure our S<lfety, and disembark our provisions and most valuable lading. 
This effected, the captain said, "God's will be done. Jlere we n1ay dig our graves, and bid each other an eternal farewell; for we are in so desolate a place that no one ever cast on this . horo bas returned to his own home.'' This speech increased our affliction, and we mnbraced eaDh other, with tears ueploring our 

fate. 
The 1nountain at the foot of which we were, formed one sille of a. large and long island. This coast '\Yas covered with the remains of vessels which had been wrecked on it; and by the infinity of bones which everywhere n1et the eye, we were convinced of the dreadful certainty that 1nany lives had here been lost. Incredible quantities of merchandise strewed the 

shore. 
In every other part it is co1nmou for a nu1uber of small rivers to discharge themselves into the sea, instead of which, here a Lttrge river of fresh water takes its course from the sea, and runs along the coast through a dark cave, the opening of which i~ extremely high and wide. What is most remarkable is, that the 

~ouutai~ ~ composed of _rr~9ions stones, Here, too, '' kind qf 
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:hitch distils from the rock into the sea, and the fishes eating it, 

return it again in the form of an1bergris, which the waves leave 

0~1 the shore. The great~ t part of the trees are aloes, equal in 

beauty to those of Coman. 
Fron1 this whirlpool, it is impossible that a ship can avoid 

being dra.gaed thither, if it comes within a certain distance. If 

a sea-breez~ blows, that assists the current, ~nd if the wind comes 

from land, the high 1nountain impedes its effect, and causes a 

calm, which allows the current full force, and then it whirls the 

ship against the coast and dashes it to pieces as ours was. 

Besides, the mountain is so steep that it is impossible to reach 

the summit, or to escape. 
Vv e remained on the shore, quite distracted, expecting to die. 

'Ve divided our provisions, so that each individual lived Jnore or 

less according to the consumption of his portion. 

They who died first were interred by the others. I had the 

office of burying my last con1panion; for besides n1anaging n1y 

provisions with more care, I hn.d also a secret store. N everthe­

less, I had so little left that I dug a gnrve and resolved to throw 

1nyself into it. 'Vhilst thus en1ployed, I reproached 1nyself as 

the sole cause of my 1nisfortune, and most heartily repented this 

voyage. I bit n1y hands with despair, and nearly put an end to 

my existence. 
But God had pity on 1ne, and inspired 1ne with the thought of 

going to the river, which lost itself in the cave. I examined it 

with u.ttention, and it occurred to me that, as the river ran under 

ground, it must in its course come out to daylight again; if I 

construct a raft, thought I, and place n1yself on it., the current 

111ay bring me to smne inhabited country; if I perish, it is but 

changing the n1anner of n1y death; but if I get safely out of this 

fatal place, I shn.ll not only avoid a cruel death, and n1ay 1neet 

with son1e opportunity of enriching myself. Who knows that 

fortune does not await me on my arrival out of this frightful 

cavern, to recompense me for all the losses I have sustained. 

I worked at my raft with vigour, and made it of thick pieces 

of wood and great cables, of which there was an abundance. I 

tied then1 closely together, and formed a strong vessel. vVhen 

completed, I placed on it a cargo of rubies, emeralds, ambergris, 

crystal, and also some gold and silver stuffs. Having placed 

these in n. proper equilibritun, and fastened then1 to the planks, 

I embarked with two little oars, and trust.inu to the current, 

~esigned m;yself t9 the will ~f Goc~~ 
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I soon lost the light of day, and the current carried me ou without my being able to discern its course. I rowed for some days in t~1is obscurity without perceiving the least ray of Ught. At one t1n1e the vault of the cavern was so low that it almo t knocked n1y head, which rendered me attenUve to avoid the 

danger again. I consumed no more of my provisions than was absolutely necessary, but however frugal, I consumed then1 all. I then fell into a sweet sleep. I cannot tell how long, but when I awoke I was surprised to find myself in an open country, ne~r a bank of the river, to which my raft was fastened, and in the nudst of a large concourse of blacks. I rose and saluted them; they spoke, but I could not understand their language. 
I felt so transported with joy, that I could scarcely believe myself awake. Being at length convinced it was not ~ dream, I exclaimed in these Arabic words, ''Invoke the Almighty, and he will come to thy assistance; thou neeclest not care for aught besides. Close thine eyes, and while thou sleepestl God will change thy fortun,e from bad to good.'' 
One of the blacks who understood .Arabic, having heard me pronounce these words, spoke as follows:-" Brother," said he, "be not stwprised u,t seeing us; we live in this country, and cmne hither to-day to water our fields fr01n this river, which flows fro1n the neighbouring 1nountain, by cutting canals to admit a passage for the water~ 



'I'H.E ARABIAN NIGHTS~ ENTERTAiNMENTS. 169 

~'We observed that the curtent bore son1ething alullg, and we 
iunnediately ran to the bank to see what it was, ana perceived 
this raft; one of us instantly swa.n1 to it a.nd conducted it to shore. 
\Ve fastened it1 and were waiting fur you to w~ke. We entreat 
you to relate to us your history, tell us ho'_V you tould venture 
on this river, and from whence you co1ne.>' I first requested food, 
after whioh I ~tatisfied their curiosity. 

They produced several kinds of meat, and. when I had satisfied 
n1y hunger, I related to thmn a.ll that had hitppe1ted to me, which 
they listened to ·with admiration. As soo11 as I had finished my 
history, their interpreter told me that I bad astonished then1 with 
1ny relation, and I ntust go 1nyself to the king to recount my 
adventures; for they were too extraordinary to be repeated by 
any one but by myself. The blacks then sent for a horse, placed 
111e on it, and whilst some walked by my side to sbow me the 
way, others of a more robust n1ake hauled the raft out of the 
water, and carried it on their shoulders, with the bales of rubies, 
and followed. 

'\V e went together to the city of Serend.ib, for this was the nmne 
of the island, and the blacks presented 111e to their king. I ap­
proached his throne, and saluted him, as it is usual to accost the 
kings of India. The prince made me rise, a11d placed me by hi~ 
side. He asked me n1y name. I replied Sind bad, and surna1necl 
the Sailor, from having made several voyages; and added I ·was 
a citizen of Bagdad. "But," replied he, ''how then cmne you 
into my dominions? From whence are you arrived 1" 

I related my story; he was so pleased with it t.hn:t he ordered 
t.he history of my ad Vf?ntures to be written in letters of gold, and 
preserved among the archives of his kingdom. Tho raft was then 
produced, and the b:tles opened. lie admired the aloe-wood and 
mnbergris, but above a.ll, the rubies and emeralds, as he had none 
in his treasury equal to them in value. 

Perceiving he exa1nined my precious stones with pleasure, I pro­
strated myself before hin1, and said, "Sire, not only 1ny person is 
at your con1mands, but the cargo of my raft also, if your majest.y 
will do lne the honour of accepting it.'' l-Ie smiled, and replied he 
did not desire anything which belonged to me, for as God had given 
it me, I ought not to be deprived of it; that instead o£ diminishing 
my riches he should aclcl to them; and that when I left his 
d01ninions I should carry with 1ne proofs of his liberality. I could 
only reply by praying fox: his prosperity, ftnd praising his 
generosity. -
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He ordered one of his officers to attencl me, and gave me servants 
to wait upon n1e at his own expense. The officers faithfully ful­
filled the charge they were intrusted with, and conveyed all the 
bales to the place destined for my lodging. I went every day 
at certain hours to pay my court to the king, and employed the 
rest of my time in seeing the city, and whatever was most worthy 
of my attention. 

The island of Serendib is exactly tmder the equinoctial line, so 
that the days and nights are equal. It is 470 nllles long, and as 
nmny in breadth. The principal town is situated at the extremity 
of a beautiful valley, formed by a n1ounta.in which is in the 
n1iddle of the island, and which is the highest in the world; it is 
discernible at sea within three days' navigation of it. Rubies 
and many sorts of n1inerals are found in it, and most of the rocks 
are formed of e1nery, which is a sort of 1uetallic stone used for 
cutting precious stones. 

All kinds of rare and curious plants and trees, particularly the 
ceder and cocoa-tree, grow here in great abundance, and there are 
pearl-fisheries on the coast at the month of the rivers: some of 
its valleys also produce diamonds. I made a devotional journey 
up the mountain, to the spot where Adan1 was placed on his 
banishment from Paradise; and I had the curiosity to ascend to 
the summit. 

I entreated the king to grant 1ne permission to return to my 
native conntry, which he did in the most obliging manner. He 
compelled 1ne to receive a rich present, and when I went to take 
1ny leave, deposited in my care another still n1ore considerable, 
and at the same tin1e gave me a letter for the Oon1mander of t.he 
Believers, our Sovereign lord, saying, "I beg you to present from 
me this letter and the present to the Caliph Haroun Alraschicl, 
and to assure hin1 of my friendship." I took the present and 
the letter with the greatest respect, and promised his majesty 
to execute the orders with which he was pleased to honour 
1ue, with the greatest punctuality. Before I embarked, the king 
sent for the captain and n1erchants with wh01n it was arranged 
tha.t I was to sail, and charged them to pay me all possible 
attention. 

The ]et.ter of the king of Serendib was written on the skin of 
a certain animal, highly prized in that country on account of its 
rareness. The colour of it approaches to yellow. The letter 
itself was in characters of azure, and it contained the following 
words in the Indhtn language:-
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''The King of the Inclies, who is 1'rccedecl by a tho·usancl 
elephants: ~vho lives in a palace, the roof of which glitters ~v ith 
the l'ltst1·e of a hund1·ed thottsand 'rubies, and who possesses in h-is 
M·easury twenty thottsand m·o'Wns, enriched 'With dic{!moncls, to the 
Caliph Ha'rOU'Ill .Alraschid. 

"Although the present that we send you be inconsiderable, yet 
receive it as a brother and a friend, in consideration of the friend­
ship we bear you in our heart: and which we feel happy in having 
an opportunity of testifying to you. We ask t.he san1e share in 
your affections, as we hope we deserve it, being of a rank equal to 
that which you hold. We salute you as a brother. Farewell/' 

The present consisted, first, of a vase n1ade of one single ruby, 
pierced and worked into a cup of ha.If a foot in height, and an 
inch thick, filled with fine round pearls, all weighing half a drachm 
each; secondly, the skin of a serpent, which had scales as large 
as a common piece of n1oney, the peculiar property of which was 
to preserve those who lay on it frmn all disease; thirdly, fifty 
thousand drachms of the n1ost exquisite aloe-wood, together with 
thirty grains of camphor, as large as a pistachio-nut; and lastly, 
all this was accompanied by a female slave of the most enchanting 
beauty, whose clothes were covered with jewels. 

The ship set sail, and after a fortunate voyage, we landed at 
Balsora., from whence I returned to Bagdad. The first thing I 
did after my arrival was to execute the commission I had been 
intrusted with. I took the letter of the king of Serendib, and 
presented myself at the gate of the Commander of the Faithful, . 
followed by the beautiful slave, and some of my family, who 
carried the presents committed to my care. I 1nentioned the 
reason of my appearance there, and was immediately conducted 
before the throne of the caliph. I prostrated myself at his feet, 
and having made a short speech, gave him the letter and the 
present. When he had read the contents, he inquired whether 
it was true the king of Serendib was as rich and powerful as he 
reported himself to be in his letter. I prostrated myself a second 
time, and when I arose, " Commander of the Faithful," said I, 
"I can assure your majesty that he does not exaggerate his riches 
and grandeur; I have been witness to it. Nothing can excite 
greater ad111iration than the magnificence of his })alace. When 
this prince wishes to appear in public, a throne is pre­
pared for him on the back of an elephant; on this he sits and 
rroceeds betweell two files? comvosed of his ministers, favourites, 
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and others. Before him, on the same elepha.nt, sits an officet• 
with a golden lance in his hand, and behind the throne another 
stands with a pillar of gold, on the top of which is placed an 
emerald about half a foot long and an inch thick. He is preceded 
by a guard of a thousand men habited in silk and gold stuff.;;;, and 
1nounted ou elephants richly caparisoned, 

'~While the ldng is on his march, the officer who sits before 
hin1 on the elephant, from tilne to time cries with a loud voice, 
'This is the great n1onarch, the powerful and tremendous sultan 
of the Indies, whose palace is covere,d with a hundred thousal1d 
rubies, and who possesses twenty thousan,d dimnolld crowus. 
This i:3 the crowned monarch, greater than ever was Solima, or 
the great Mihrage.' 

"After he has pronounced these words, the officer who is 
behind the throne, cries in his turn, '-This nwnarcb, who is so 
great and powerful, must die, must die, 1nnst die.' The first 
officer then replies, 'Hail to him who lives and dies not., 

"The king of Serendib is so just that there are no judges in 
his capital nor in any part of his dominions; his people do not 
want any. They know and observe with exactness the principles 
of justice, and never deviate from their duty; therefore, tribunn.ls 
and magistrates would be usele&o:s.'' The caliph was satisfied with 
my discourse, ~d said, "The wisd01n of this king appears in his 
letter; and after what you have told me, I must confess that such 
wisdom is worthy of such sqbjects, and such subjects worthy of 
it.,' At these words he disn1i~sed Dl{( with~ rich fresent. 

SEYEN'PH 4-ND ~AST VOYAGE OF SINI?BAD THE 
SAILOR. 

I N lllY return from n1y sixth voy. a~e I absolutely relinquish .. 
ed all thot1ghts of ever venturing again on the seas. I 
was now arrived at an age which required rest; I pre­
pared therefore to enjoy my life in qniet. 

One day my servant ca1ne to tell tne that an officer of the 
caliph wanted to speak to me. I got up from table and went to 
him. "The caliph," said he, "wishes to see you.,, I followed 
the officer to the palace, and he presented me to the prince. 
"Sind bad," ~aid he, "I want lOll to do 1ne a service, and go 
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to the king of Serendib with n1y an ·wer and pre ·ents; it is 
but right I should n1ake him a return for the civility he has 
shown 1ue. 

This order of the caliph wa a tlllmderbolt to me. "Comman~ 
der of the Faithfnl," replied I, "I am ready to execute anything 
your 1najesty 1na.y desire; but humbly entrea,t you to consider 
that I am worn down with the unspeakU;ble fatigues I have 
undergone-I have vowed never to leave Bagdad.') I recountecl 
the detail of my adventures, ·which he listened to attentively. 
"I confess,'' said he, "these antextra.orclinary adventures; never~ 
theless, they n1ust not prevent your making t11e voyage I pro~ 
pose, for my sake; it is only to the island of Serendib; you must 
go, for you must be sensible it wonlcl be highly indecorous, as 
well as derogatory to n1y dignity, to be under obligations to the 
king of that island." 

I signified I was ready to obey his commands. He seemed 
n1uch pleased, and ordered rue a thousand sequins to pa.y the 
expenses of the voyage. 

As soon as I had receivecl the presents of the caliph, together 
with a letter written with his own hand, I set off and .took the 
route of Balsora, from whence I embarked. After a pleasant 
voyage, I arrived at Serendib. I immediately acquainted the 
1ninisters with my commission, and begged an audience. They 
-conducted me to the palace. I saluted the king by prostrating 
myself according to the usual custom. 

This prince iirunediately recollected me, ancl evinced great joy 
at my return. "Welcome, Sind bad,'' said he; "I have often 
thought of you. Blessed be this day, in which I see you again." 
After thanking hiln for his kindness, I delivered the letter and 
presents of the caliph, which he i·eceived with satisfaction and 
plecrure. 

The caliph sent him a c01nplete bed of gold tissue, estin1atecl 
at a thousand sequins, fifty robes of a very rich stuff, a. hundred 
more of white linen, the finest '(hat. could be procured from Cairo, 
Suez, Cufn., and Alexandria; another bed of crimson, also another 
of a different make: a vase of a.gate, greater in width than in 
depth, of the thickness of .1 finger; on the sides there was 
sculptured in bas-re]ief a n1an kneeling on the ground, and in hit> 
hand a bow and arrow, with which he was going to let fly at a 
lion. Besides these he sent him a richly ornamented table, 
which was supposed to have belonged to Solomon. The letter of 
the caliph. 1va.s written in these tern1s ;--
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"Greeting in the na·me of the S01;e1·eign guide of the 1·ight 1·oaA!, 
to the powe1j1ll ancl happy S1tltan front .Abdalla H arO'ltn 
A lTaschid, 1.chO?n Gael hath set in the pla,ce of honotl?', after his 
ance. toTs of happy 1nenwry. 

"\Ve have received your letter with joy, and we send yoll 
this reply, dictated by the cotu1cil of our porte, the garden 
of superior wits. '\\T e hope that when you look upon it 
you will perceive our good intention, and think it agreeable. 
Adieu.'' 

The king of Berenclib was greatly rejoiced to find that the 
caliph returned a testilnony of his friendship. Soon after this 
audience, I requested another to take my leave, which I had some 
difficulty to obtain. At length I succeeded, and the king, at my 
departure, orderecl me a very handsmne present. I re-en1barked 
immediately, intending to return to Bagdad, but had not the good 
forttu1e to arrive so soon as I expected, for God had disposed it 
otherwise. 

Three or four clays after we had set sail we 'vere attacked by 
corsairs, who easily 111ade themselves masters of our vessel, as we 
were not in a state for defence. Some persons in the ship at­
tempted to make re ·istance, but it cost then1 their lives. I and 
all tho'"'\} who had the prudence not to oppose the intention of 
the corsairs were made slaves. After they had stripped us, 
and ·ubstituted old clothes for our own, they bent their conr:e 
to' ~nels a la,rge island at a very great distance, where th0y 
sold u:s. 

I was purchased by a rich merchant, who conducted me to his 
house, gave n1e food to eat, and clothed 111e as a slave. Some 
da 'S aftei', as he was not well infonaed who I was, he asked n1e 
iJ I knew any trade. I replied that I was not an artisan, but a 
1nerchant by profession, and that the corairs who had :old me 
had taken from me all I was pos. essed of. ''But tell 1ue," said 
he, "do you think yon could shoot with a bow and arrow?'' I 
replied that it had been one of my youthful ports, and that I 
had not entirely forgotten it. He then gave me a bow and some 
arrmYs, and making me mount behind him on a11 elephant, he 
took me to a va t forest at the distance of some hours' journey 
from the city. \Ve went a great way in it, and when he came to 
~~.spot where he wished to stop, he made n1e alight. Then showing 
n1e a, large tree, "Get up in that tree," said he, ''and shoot at 
the elephants that will pass under it, for there is a prodigious 
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qna,utity in this forest: if one should fall, con1e and acquaint 
1ne of it.'' Having said this, he left me son1e provisions and 
returned to the city: I remained in the tree on the watch the 
whole night. 

I did not 11erceive any during that time; but the next 
morning, a· soon as the sun had arisen, a great ntnnber 1nade 
their appearance. I shot 111any arrows at them, and at la::;t 
one fell. The others immediately retired; and left me at 
liberty to go and inforn1 1ny master of the success I had n1et 
with. 'l'o re·ward n1e for this good intelligence, he regaled 
n1e with an excellent repa-st, and praised my address. \Ve then 
returned together to the forest, where we dug a pit to bury the 
elephant I had killed. It was n1y master's intention to let it 
rot in the earth, and then to take possession of its teeth for 
co lll1nerce. 

I continued this occupation for 111onths, and not a day passed 
in which I did not kill an elepha.nt. I did not always place my­
,·elf on the same tree; son1etin1es one, sOineliiines another. One 
1uorniug, when waiting for the elephants, I perceived to 1ny 
astonishment, that instead of traversing the forest as usual, they 
stopped and cn.Ine towards me with a terrible noise, and in such 
numbers that the ground was covered with them, and tremblecl 
under their footsteps. They a.pproached the tree where I wu~ 
placed, and SLUTounded it with their trunks extended, having 
their eyes fixed on me. At this surprising spectacle I reinaiued 
motionles ·, and so agitated by fright that my bow and a.rrows fell 
fr01u 1ny hands. 

l\1y fears were not groundless. After the elephants had 
viewed me for son1e time, one of the largest twisted his 
trunk round the hody of the tree, and shook it so violently 
thn.t he tore it np by the roots, and threw it on the ground. I 
fell with the tree; but the animal took n1e up with his trunk, 
and placed me on his shoulders, where I rmnained more dead 
than alive. He put himself at the head of his con1panions, who 
followed, and carried me to a spot where, having set 1ne down, 
he and the rest retired. Conceive my situation l I thought it a 
dream. At length seeing no other elephants, I rose, and per­
ceived I was on a little hill of some breadth, entirely covered 
with bones and teeth of elephants. This sight filled my mind 
with a variety of reflections. I admired the instinct of these 
anitnals, and did not doubt that tllis was their cemetery, and 
that the~ had brought n1e h_ither to show it me, that I might 
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desist from destroying them, as I did it merely for the sake of possessing their teeth. I did not sta.y long on the hill, but turned my steps towards the city, and having walked a day and a night, at last anived at my 1naster's. I did not meet any elephants in the way, which plainly evinced that they had entered farther iuto the forest, to leave me an unobstructed pa age from the hill. 

As soon as my master saw me, "Ah! poor Sindbad," exclaimed he, "I was in pain to know what could have becmne of you. I have been to the forest, and found a tree newly torn up by the roots, and a bow and an·ows on the grotmd: after having sought you everywhere in vain, I despaired of ever seeing you again. \Vhat has happened to you, and by what happy chance are you still alive 1" I satisfied his curiosity, and the following day, having accompanied me to the hill, was with joy convinced of the truth of my history. \V e baded our elephant with as n1any teeth as he could carry, and when we returned, he sa.id :­"Brother, for I will no longer treat you as a slave after the discovery you have imparted to me, and which cannot fall to enrich me, may God pour on you all sorts of blessings and prosperity? Before bimi give you your liberty. I had concealed from you what I now rela e. The elephants destroy an infinite number of slaves, whon1 've send in search of ivory. Whatever advice we give them, they are sure, sooner or later, to lose their lives by tbe wiles of these animal . God has delivered you from their fury, and has con­ferred this mercy on you alone. It is a sign that he cherishe · yon, an l that he wants you in the world to be of use to 
1 an kind. You have procured me a surprising advantage: we have not hitherto been able to get ivory without risking the lives of our slave·, and now OlU' whole city will be enriched by your means. Do not suppose that I think I have sufficiently Iecompensed you by giving you your liberty; I intend to add t it considerable presents; I 1night engage the whole city to join and n1a.ke your fortune, but that is au honour I will enjoy c.tlone.'' 

To this obliging di course I replied, ''Master, Gocl preserve you I the liberty you grant n1e .acquits you of all obligation towards me, and the only recompense I desire for the service I ha:ve had the good fortune to procure for you and the inhabitants of your city, is permission to rettun to my country with all speed." "Vl ell," resumed he, "the monsoon \\<ill soon bring us yes ols, which con1e to be laden with ivory, I 1-rill 
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then send you n.way with a sufficiency to pay your expenses 
home/' I ag~in thanked him for the liberty he had given me, 
and for the good will he showed me. I ren1ained with him 
till the season for the monsoon, during which we lnade frequent 
excursions to the hill, and filled his~agazine'3 with ivory~ All 
the o_ther merchants in the city did the same, for it did nQt long 
re1nam a secret. 

The ship& at length arrived, and my master having chosen that 
in which· I was to embark~ loaded it with ivory, half of which 
was on my own account. He did not omit an abundance of 
provisions for 1ny voyage, and he obliged 1ne to accept some raTe 
curiosities of that cotmtry besides. Mter I had thanked him as 

much as possible for all the obligations he had conferred on me, 
I embarked, We set sail, and as the adventure which had been 
the means of procuring me liberty was very extraordinary, it was 
always on my mind. · 

We touched at several islands to procure refreshments. Our 
vessel having sailed from a port of the Indian Terra Firma, we 
went there to land: and fearful of the dangers of the sea to 
Balsora., I landed the ivory which belonged to me, and resolved 
to continue my journey by land. I sold my share of the cargo 
for a large sun1 of money, and purchased a variety of curious 
things for presents: when I was equipped, I joined a caravan of 
merchants. I remained a long time on the road, and suffered a 
great deal; but I bore all with patience, when I reflected that I 
had neither tempests nor corsairs, serpents, nor any other peril 
that I before encountered, to fear. 

All these fatigues being at last concluded, I arrived happily 
at Ba.gdad. I went immediately and presented myself to the 
caliph, and gave hin1 an account of my embassy. 'rhis prince 
told me that ruy long absence had occasioned him much un .. 
easiness; but that he had always hoped that God would not 
forsake me. 

Vlhen I related the adventure of the elephants, he appeared 
111uch surprised and would scarcely have believed it, had 
not my sincerity been well known to him. He thought this, 
as well as the other histories I had deta.iled to him, so curious, 
tha.t he ordered one of his secretaries to write it in letters in 
gold, to be preseTved in his treasury. I retired, well satisfied 
with the presents and honours he conferred on me, and 

have since resigned 111yself entirely to my fan1ily, 1ny relations, 

and friends. 
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Sindbad thus concluded the recital of his seventh and last­
voyage; and addressing himself to Hind bad, "Well, my friend,'' 
added he, "have you ever heard of one who has suffered n1ore 
than I have, or been in so mn.ny trying situations 1 Is it not 
just that, after so many troubles, I should enjoy an agreeable and 
quiet life 1'' 

As he finished these words, Hindbad approached hhn, 
kissed his hand, and said, "I 1nust confess, sir, that you 
have encountered frightful perils; my afflictions are not to be 
compared with yours. If I feel them heavily at the time I 
suffer them, I console n1yself with the small . profit which they 
produce. You not only deserve a quiet life, but are worthy of 
all the richez you possess, since you n1ake so good a use of them, 
and are so generous. May you continue to liye happily till the 
hour of your death !" · 

Sind bad ordered hhu to have another hundred sequins; he 
admitted hi1u to his friendship, told hi1n to quit the profE-ssion 
of a porter, and to continue to eat at his table; for that he should 
all his life have reason to remember Sindbad the Sailor. 
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