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CA;'\,\/),\ AS ,\ \\,I~TER RESORT, 

\\' m::-; the sarcastic Voltaire sneered at the 
New France which was lost to Louis X \', 
through the frivolous influence of a Pompa
dour and the ignorant indifferentt: of the 
French court, he thought to gratify the 
vanity of his monarch by congratulating him 
upon getting rid of "those J 500 leagues of 
snow," This seems to have been the text 
which some modern touri,ts have taken 
for their descriptions of Canada; and it 
would be very amusing to collect such writ
ings of early travelers, and to read them 
in January in Winnipeg, Toronto, Kingston, 
Montreal, Quebec, or Halifax, in face of the 
populations of these cities enjoying the gay 
delights of the snow in complete uncon
sciousness of the misery of their exi,tence, 
Surely, then, the wind is tempered to the 
shorn Canadian lambs. But no! The more it 
blows and the more it snows, the better 
"Canucks" seem to like it. 

It is only within the last quarter of a cen
tury that intelligent Europeans have really 
become ashamed of the Old \V orld ignorance 
of America, which associated most of the 
continent, but especially the north, with eter
nal ice. How many supposed that polar bears 
and buffaloes were easily found about the sub
urbs of ~ t:\\, York and ~I ontre:11

' 
But how 

could an Englishman who has been brought 
up upon the damp and delusive pictures 
drawn by Spenser, Shakspere, Thomson, 
and a host of others, and who once ever\, 
year passes through the long purgatory of a 
London winter,-how could he h~1\t: am' 
true conception of the charm and chen to be 
got out of the dry snow, the bral'in,.; air, and 
the clear skies of the same season in t ':111:1< 1.1 ? 
How could any mortal who defines snow as 
"a wd, sticky sul>slann:, seven inches of 
which make one inch of w:lIer"; whose asso
ciations with it are full of slush in which he is 
more likely to drown than 10 drive; 1\111<' lil'L's 
where fogs, sleel, east WilHb, and suil'i< lal blues 
are said to have madt: the English tempera
ment what it is,- hllw could am' soul horn 
and ~)red in such climatic ,'onditi;llls, h~ able 
to pIcture what a gel1uinl' ('an:lllian winter 
means? Fan,')' what a difference it "<'lild 
have made III t hl' Ii "'rature llf the world had 
the English I""ts hall such a winter III wl'itL' 
al"'lIt. I:ul ~ ';II,la"a shoultl yd produce the 
Ir:le I"",'t ot w\I1kr, for the true 1"lL'ln llf 
Wll1ter IS here. . 

It would he folly to deny that winll'r has 

no dark side; but has not the balmiest sum
mer, with its malaria and it~ many ills, a dark 
side U)I) ? 

\\' e do not pretend u) say that Canada as 
a winter resort is suitable for every delicate 
invalid, but we do say that it is becoming 
popular, because the most beneficial for many 
invalids suffering from lung and throat dis
eases, for the whole train of nervous diseases 
brought on by overwork or overwolTY; and 
that it is possible to enjoy eYery hour here in 
a hundred ways in the opt:n air of the coldest 
days, and to get far more benefit than even 
mountain or sea-shore in summer can bestow. 
You have only tl) te~t it to prove it. But you 
must not corne in patent-leathers and light 
underclothing t') enjoy the open air. It would 
be as absurd to go to the sea-side in July 
muffled to the eyes in woolens and bear-skin. 

The historian who hopes to do justice to 
the development and idiosyncrasies of the 
Canadian people will find it impossible to 
ignore the molding influences of the winter. 
It is a peculiar (:let that in a country contain
ing three million and a half square miles, 
occupied hy immense lakes and !"reat prairies, 
there are fewer varieties l,f this particular sea
son than in smaller countries of Europe cor
responding in latitude_ Excepting in strips 
alonL'; the ocean and lake coasts. the Canadian 
wint~r is strangely alike in its dry and bracing 
character; and, in t;lll. the same I1UY be said 
"I' the climates l,f the other seasons. We have 
no feyer-hreeding miasmatic region from the 
Atlantic to the Pacific. and our winter is not 
the fickle fraud of ~ l'lI" York and Illinois, 
~linne~Ilt:1. ~1.l\1it<,l'.l. and Quebec are much 
alike. ~Ianitoh~l has the paradise of climates, 
slimmer and winter. and we shall soon see the 
i11l'alid resorting there for restoration, instead 
of to l 'oillradll or Florida. F,"en' countr\' and 
din1.ltl' has draw\l:lcks and disappoinunents. 
I can rememher \\ inteTS when we had heavy 
rain in ~I ontreal: but t hl ~e are WrI t'\CCp

tional. The lil:n:1Cleri,lic winter l'"q:II1'; ,in 
I )ecemher, has e"IT,thin~ in good order h'r 
Chri'II1l:1~ celebrations. is' dry. CIc.H, stimulat
ing, eXcl'pt during the three 'day~ of the Jan-
1I:1ry thaw, and gOt'~ ,'ut in \1.1rch. sometnues 
1illll-like, often I~mb-Itk<" That' i" no part ~i 
the Clllll1lry in whidl it resembles the tradI
tional damjl and unpk'as:m! ~l'a~l)\llli England. 
~light frllsts. wet, \\ ind,' ILl I"S .. t,l one thing 
c()l~slant nen'r," warni chimges.- it is this 
winch cuts III the marrow, There are more 
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chilblains in New York than in all 
Canada. The winter diseases of Eng
land have hardly any existence in 
Canada from December to March. 
If you imagine for a moment that 
we are anxious to change the Cana
dian for any London or New York 
winter, I would commend you to 
drop in upon us almost any time 
from Christmas to March, and be in 
at the death of your own delusion. 
The" Winter Carnival" of :\Iontreal 
has killed the superstition that our 
winter is inhospitable. Those who 
traduced it now come in thousands 
to enjoy it. To those who dreaded 
cold weather the season is something 
of a revelation. The atmosphere com
pels them to exertion, and exertion 
brings health. 

Nothing is truer than that the win
ter has an invigoratinginftuence upon 
mankind. The Canadians are har
dier and healthier than their cousins 
over the border, mainly because of 
this and of their indulgence in open
air exercises. Dr. Hurlburt, of Ot
tawa, who has given special attention 
to the subject of climates, sho\\'s very 
clearly, in his contrasts of the Old 
World with the New, that the regions 
of the Old which lie in latitudes and 
positions similar to the greater part 
of the United States, are inferior for 
the abode of man to those which 
correspond with Canada. He argues 
that our latitude is not only that 
in which the most valuable and abundant 
cereals and grasses are found, in which the 
ox, sheep, and horse find the most favorable 
conditions to health, but that in which man 
attains the greatest energy of body and 
mind; that from which have sprung the 
conquering races, and the races that best 
rule the rest of the world. In an interest
ing study of the regions of the Old and New 
Worlds lying in the same latitudes, he looks 
to a period when the population of five 
millions will become fifty millions, with the 
opening and development of the Dominion. 
He shows the value of frost as nature's own 
plowman in pulverizing the soil; the value of 
snow as a protector and a fertilizer; the im· 
portance to the farmer and lumberman of a 
season in which trees are more easily felled 
and drawn than in summer, land more easily 
cleared, produce more easily brought to mar
ket, and a great deal of work bettcr done than 
could be done at any other time. I t is well, 
too, that the land as well as the farmer should 
have a rest. To every picture there is a reverse 

DRIVING IN THE STREETS OF MONTREAL. 

side; but the reverse side is not the true side. 
Snow-blockades and drifts have their summer 
counterparts in mud and floods; but mud and 
floods are no true picture of summer. An in
valid cannot enjoy a bracing air like a healthy 
man. There are people all the time dying" of 
the weather." Their bones are as sensitive to 
coming changes as a barometer. As I said be
fore, it is by no means every delicate person 
who should make Canada his winter resort; but 
it is well known that our winters have cured 
chronic cases for which Colorado and Florida 
were alone supposed to be beneficial. Every 
winter numbers resort to Montreal, Quebec, 
Halifax, and Winnipeg for no other reason than 
that for which they once went to tropical cli
mates. I know of patients who were regularly 
sent to Bermuda and the West Indies, and oth
ers to such winter climates as Nice, without 
more than temporary benefit, who were com
pletely cured by the outdoor life of our Mon
treal and Quebec winters. Two years ago Ire 
had an exceptionally severe winter in Mani
toba. Its severity and peculiarities were pre-
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CURUNl. -" 'St\\\I' HKR lTp!" 

ci,,'\! the ,:11I1L' in llakota and Minnesota, which lasted t'i:.:;ht .1 ;1\ ", alld kept \1~ in a 
1 was CIl r(ll/l, , from Hr:llldon to 'Yillllipl'g. a sitU:lIi(l1l not lik~'\y ;l:.,:.liil t,) ,,,,cur. The storm 
disl:lIlce of olle hundred and ci:.:;hty l1liit-s hy was so St' yt'rt' that rt"l\"f-tLlins ,,)\Ild not leave 
rail, and was caught ill :\ s;lO\v-block ; \(I~' Winnipeg, and a couple ,)f \IS Will ) had the 
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long snow-shoes used on the prairies tramped to 
and from farm-houses a couple of miles distant 
for provisions for the passengers. The snow-
plows were of no use, and in a desperate 
attempt to cut a way through the 
drifts, the engine jumped the track 
and came to grief. The train was 
pulled back from the debris by 
an engine in the rear, and the 
next morning we found our-
selves separated from the 
wreck by deep drifts, some of 
them fifteen feet high. Night 
after night passed; the coal 
and wood ran short; two 
of the cars were aband
oned by the passengers, 
and, to economize fuel, 
we were crowded into 
the two remaining cars. 
The sleeping accom
modation improvised 
was very amusing. 
Fancy roosting two 
in a single seat, 
with your knees 
doubled up to 
your chin j or ly
ing like sardines, 
four in a double 
seat; or propped 
on top of the back 
of the seats, which 
were turned up 
and brought to
gether so as to 
form a sort of dou
bledeck. Shovel
ers had been 
working day and 
night, but there 
were too few of 
them; and at last 
the passengers 
went to work, and 
from 9 A. M. until 
5 P. M. pitched the snow with 
might and main, and suc
ceeded in clearing the 
track. In order to pass the 
obstacle of the wrecked 
engine, we raised old rails, got ties 
and laid a new side-track on the 
hard snow, and our cars were safely shoved 
forward. Shovelers from Winnipeg had suc
ceeded, with the snow-plow, in reaching us, 
and we were soon on our way. The effect of 
this exposure upon the health of many of the 
passengers was remarkably good. One clergy
man who had come out from England for 
some affection of the throat, was determined 

TOBOGGANING AT NIGHT. 

to do his share of the shoveling. He had 
very thin moccasins on his feet, and during 
the day, as there was a warm wind, they were 
wet through. He never expected to see 

England again, but that one day's work cured 
him effectually. Other persons suffering from 
throat and lung affections have not since been 
troubled. One would suppose the conditions 
were just those to provoke illness, but the 
very reverse was the case. 

It is curious to observe the difference be
tween the snow-fall in Manitoba and Quebec. 
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OLD INDIAN MAKING SNOW·SHOES. 

In a heavy storm in Quehel', it falls lightly 
in brge, fleecy flakes, and makes hl':l\'Y tracks 
for snow-shoeing and sleighing. In ~lani
toba, as in ?llinnesota, it falls in crystals of a 
closer character, :lnd packs so much finer and 
tighter that a squ:lre foot of it, after a dry 
storm, weighs nearly double that "f Quebec 
snow. Thisdensity partly explains \\ hy. though 
only eightet.:n inches in depth, it n:mainsso long 
on the ground. (Inl' can walk without sn,)\\'
shoes on the top of high drifts immediately 
after a storm, and can travel Ycry l'asih' on 
the I,rairi\'s on snow-shoes. In' drifts' the 
woodell shllvel is of little use, owing Il) the 
coml':ldlll'SS oi" the snow; and on the railwav 
tr:I<·].; SIl()\\-I,]"WS that would cut through ~ 
hundred y:mls ill (Iul'l,l'(' or Yerlllont will 
stick in ~Llnitol,:\ ~t thirtl, as if they' had 
run inti) a sand-hank. The' :\orth'Tn i'acific 
R:I iI \\":1 y, likl' tht.: Canadian l':lcific. has had 
the S:lllll' dilticultil's to contend with; but th,'y 
arl' nll( insurIn()ul\tahk, and the i'iorth-\\'est 
sno\\", aftl'r all, is nothing to compare to that 
of (J'll'i,l'c. Thl' study we ha\"l~ made in ()UL'
bee t.:sl'l..-iaih·. is oliL' to convert ';olt,:in"s 
" 1500 kagut.:s of snow" into a source of 

health and pleasure. I venture to 
assert the superiority of our Cana
dian climate, from Nova Scotia to 
the Rockies, and the hardier char
acter and habits of the people, as 
displayed in their love of outdoor 
diversions, and the English fondness 
of hard work in these enjoyments. 
It may be that we devote too much 
attention to them; Americans do not 
devote enough. Athletic Rome did 
not decline when her sports were 
absorbing, but when they became 
brutal. (~reece flourished most when 
her sports \\ere most popular. You 
cannot trace all through our winter 
one t.:tint of the vulgar or brutal in 
our enjoyments; they are as pure 
as the snow. You cannot find char
ity at am' other season so generous. 
~{he poor suffer in eye!")' country ;,nd 
climate, but I L'ebeYe they suffer less 
in Canada in winter than anywhere 
at anv othertime. There is a criminal 
pauperism with which no country 
can ~eal. The curse of drink brings 
its long train of e\·ils. and it is no won
der if. in a Canadian winter, Jack 
Fro"t should have no mercy upon a 
class who have no pity for them"elvtS. 

The Province of Quebec, the an
cient center of military, pditical. 
and ecclesiastical i ,11\ c'r under the 
French r,·.;ill/t". must bear the palm 
of transfomlin~ winter into a na

tional season of healthy Vnil'\ men:; and 
~Inntrl':li is the metropolIs of thc: ~n,'\\ l\.in~. 
as it is of commerce. You can h.1YL' .!eh,:htlul 
davs and weeks in Toronto, where ice-I'l'.-t· 
ing is brought to perfection, and the sple~did 
j,:lY is alive with the skaters :111.1 the \\tIlter 
sai'lors: or in nlrlin~ "r ,Luinc.:; rink, l)r with 
the "Toronto ~lhl\~-,;JWl' l·lul~." when they 
meet at the l ;un, in Queen's Park for a 
tr:ullp tl' l'arleton. Y,lll m.l\· ;":l't a g,)o,l com-
1'.ln\, and, at :111\ LUI:'. th,)rl)ugh pleas?re. 
Kin:.:sl\'n has its :.:Llnd bay, ib glonous 
tnh';:':~:1n slides on F:,rt 111'1lT\':its magnificent 
s"\II'~:C,r ,ham-tights on the ice, 1Is skating, 
curlin,..:. snow-slllleing. and its splendid roads. 
\\innil'eg has its ambitious leaps inl<) any
thing and l'\lT\thing which L)lder ,itit'~ p~s
Sl'ss. Halif.\'. ILlS its pleasant :<,)ciet\'" Its 
~arrison of British red-c,);l\s,-the only 'I,:ht 
~f t hl'1ll to be seen on t hl' continent,-itS !i\'eiy 
winkr brimful ,)f l'\'lTYthltl~ the season in 
t ';l1l:\d:t is f:lllled f"r. ljud)~c. e\'er glorious, 
kissing the sk il'S up at its old citadel, is ju~t the 
sallll' rare old ,·it\". with its ddi~htful Illixture 
of :l1lcil'nt and m·\),lcrn. French ~and Fn,:li,;h: 
its vivacious ponies and its happy-g,)·lucb 
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first rolled over the 
cliffs; its hills and 
hollows, and its historic 

cariole drivers; its 
rinks and its rol
licking; its songs 
and its supersti
tions; its tobog
gan hill at Mont
morenci, which 
nature has erect
ed every year 

the Falls 

surroundings; its agree- \ . 
able French-English society, i 

the most charming brotherhood that 
ever shook hands over the past. \\" ere it 
not for what Mr. Robert McGibbon and his 
committee invented for Montreal,-we mean 
the "Winter Carnival,"-Quebec would be 
the Mecca for tourists in winter, Indeed, they 
cannot complete their visit if they do not run 
down to Quebec for a day or two. 

How shall I hope to describe what has 
been done to make Canada as a winter 
resort better known to all the world? The 
first snow-fall is an intoxicant. Boys go snow
mad. Montreal has a temporary insanity. 
The houses are prepared for the visit of King 
Nor,th Wind, and Canadians are the only peo
ple III the world who know how to keep warm 
outdoors as well as indoors. The streets are 
gay with life and laughter, and everybody 

seems determined to make the most of 
the great carnival. Business goes to the 

dogs. There is a mighty march of 
tourists and towns-people crunch

ing over the crisp snow, and a 
constant jingle of sleigh-bells. 

A SK ATI NG 
CAI<N I VAL. 

If you go to any of the to
boggan slides, you 

will witness a sight 
that thrills the on

looker' as well 
as thetobog-

ganist. The natural 
hills were formerly 

the only resort; but 
some one introduced 
the Russian idea of 

erecting a high wood
en structure,up one side 
of which you drag your 

toboggan, and down the 
other side of which you fly like a rocket. 

These artificial slides are the more popular, 
as they are easier of ascent, and can be made 
so as to avoid callots, or bumps. 

Within the last few years a score of 
regular toboggan clubs have been organized. 



(;.\'. 

Everyhody has gone ('LIlY lin the subject. 
and men. W()mCll, and lhildren rcvel in the 
dashing night. Thc hills arc Iit hy torches 
sluck in the snoll' on eal'll side lIi the track, 
an(~ huge I )(lIllirl'S arc kcpt burning, around 
whICh gather \,idurl'sque groups. I'nh:q's 
of all sports llf the carnival this is the most 
generally cnjll)'cd II)' visitors. Some of tlw 

slides are very steep 
and look d,1I1C::;Crou", and the sensa
tion of rushing down the hill on the 
thin strip o{ basswood is one never 
to be {,)n.:otten, 

.. H O\\~ did \'OU like it?" asked a 
Canadian girl of an _\merican 

yisitor, whom she had steered 
down the steepest slide. , 

.. Oh! I wouldn't have mlSS
ed it for a hundred dollars!" 

.. You'll try it again, \\"l)D't 
yOU ? .. 

. , :\ ,)t fn'r a thousand dollars!" 
1\'1h:l1'~' to some whose breath St:l'I11", to 

be whisked Inl11l their hodies, this i" the ~r5t 
rdle'eli,m, but the fondness grows by pr3.ctK~, 
and now we read elf these artificial slides ID 

Hlhl,'n, at ~\.lt,'n bbnd. and as far west:1> 
Ddroit. l)ur tob')~~:1I1in~ dubs haw put a 
new spirit into the '!">l'l)rt~ and made it ~\-~ 
more than t'Yl'r one in which ladies can JOin. 

I n cur1in~ matters I he' ~lontreal Club, 
fll1l1led in {So7, leads a. I,)n,.: arra\" of en
Ihusi:lstic Sllccessors, and the bt)n~l'ids attract 
hundreds of ~c"tchtllt'n and their descend
ants from the l'ril11qul "it it's of Canada and 
the t' nited SUll'S, I'he;1 ~Sl ),'i:1I i,)ns of t~e 
l'anadian branch of the R,'Y:ll Caledoma 
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Curling Club 
of Scotland 
mingle the names 
of the leading com
mercial and professional 
men of our cities, as well 
as the officers of everyone 
of Her Majesty's regiments 
stati.oned in Montreal, Quebec, O~ A T~~~LGGAN 
Hahfax, and Kingston, since 1807. 
The first time a French-Canadian habitant 
~aw the game played at Quebec, he thought 
It was a sport of lunatics, and thus described 
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..' it to his friends: 
"I saw to-day a gang of Scotchmen throw
ing on the ice large iron balls, shaped like 
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THE HEAD OF A SLIDE. 

bomb-shells, after which they yelled StIOp.' 
Soop.l laughing like fools, and I really think 
they were fools." But no one but a curler 
knows the keen delight in this famous Scot
tish sport. 

There may be fleeter skaters than we can 
show in Canada, but nowhere in the world 
can you see such pictures of life and character 
on the ice, such brilliant tableaus, such melody 
and merriment, as at the fancy dress carnl' 
vals in our Victoria and other rinks. \\. e have 
too much snow for general outdoor sk;1ting. 
but this is not neglected. The rinks, however. 
are charming resorts; and one of the most 
exquisite parts of the carnival are the even
ings to be enjoyed there. Then you t.l:ly see 
in the turn-out of the Tandem Cluh. with 
four-in-hand, unicorn or random, tandem. 
pairs, and single, and in that of the famed 
Montreal Fox Hunt. what :\(onlr\,;11 has to 
show in the wa\' 01 fine 11llrSL'';, The Ic,' 
Palace, ever bea~tiful, like a realization of a 
fai:y-Iand dream, nl'\'LT 1':111,; upon the "isitllr. 
It IS a constant and (h:l11ging wonder of ice ; a 
new revelation in ny,;tal ; ",a thing ofheauty , . 
that, however, '/0,',1' .. pass mto nothingness" 
with the suns of spring. ' 

But of all winter characteristics, ,I' ~ 'anada, 
snol\',sh()('ill,~ reigns sUl'r"IlI", It is the true 
national r\'\ "I of rohust .. ('aIlUl'ks," whn In\" 
the SIlO\\', however de,,! '. and the storm, how
ever stilf. In thl' short (bys and Inllg nights, 
wh\'n the Illg log hums and glnws nn the 
hroad Iirl'pLI<L'. \\'11\'11 th,' lllusil" of the wind 
whistk, Ihr(lugh chimnl'Y and ('1"""il't'. and 
til(' sll()II'-lbkes an' whilling in mad ran'. 'h,' 
manly 'Il()\\'shucr hUllgl'1s for the tramp on 
sno\\'·sh,,<:s 'h t hl' 1><:rsLTkl'T illllg"cl f<lr thl' 
sea. ;~ fl'1\' )','.1rS ;Ig" I h;I(1 Ilnh' tu tell Ill' 

the eXIst"l1l'e of thl' i\lontrl'al, the i':Ill\,\;lld, 

and the St. George's clubs; 
but the first, the alma mater 
of snow-shoeing, has oflate 
years given birth to an ex
tensive family from Halifax 
to Souris in Manitoba. From 
~I r. Becket's "Record" for 
I ,~:-; 3-'')+' I find that we have 
:1,1,1<:,1 "Le Canadien" and 
"Le Trappeur," the first 
French-Canadian clubs in 
~Iontreal; the ~Iaple Leaf, 
the .\rgyle. the Athletic, the. 
Custom If uU,e Club, the 
Wholesale Clothiers, the 
Prince of Wales, the Sixt\. 
third Battalion Club, the St. 
Charles, :-;t. ~lanin's, \roIse· 
ley .. \Ipine, \"andalia, Yic· 
toria. etc., etc.: while Ta
ronto, (IttJ.\\J.. Quebec. St. 

HY.1cinthe, Winnipeg, Brandon, ~OUri5. and 
l'ort.1::;e la Prairie all sent representatives to 
the c~mival. When our American cousin was 
last under m,' care. a~ described in .. Canadian 
~"orh " in this magazine fCir ,\ ugust. 1-'7;. I 
escorted him through the Yi,i5~itude5 of snow
shoeing with the old .. ~Iontreal." .. Ever· 
green H u;.:he, " helped 'him out of many a 
drift. Ai.ls: .. E \,'r~reen" i, dead. t ;T3I1t"S 

dog .. ~Ionday" is L dead, too, but he hJ5 
a Iiyeh' SUCC650r named .. Keemo." I}m 

prophet .. \" ennnr" is dead. too: but the 
,. Tuque Bleue" li\'es on and thrives, and looks 
now upon its numerous progeny with paternal 
,'\,', Let me show vou its third-bom.-forthe 
J.~ml'r.lld was its fi'rst,-an acti,'e colonizing 
duh. whose members h)·,Ln'. including its 
~bnit'lb:l and ~t. Paul (;\linnesot.l. br:11l~ht'5, 
constitute the br~l'~t club in the Dominion. 

I wonder if an\' ,If our Canadian s,lint" of 
yore ever tramped thr,)ugh the time'st on ~e 
Indian snow-shoe. How the,' would shake ID 

their shnl's could I hev rise irom their ~r,1\"es, 
and on snme ~;1l \lrd,n' ;lftemoon meet hun· 
dredsoflllll,,'ul.1r l',ln,I'-li,l11 Christians, vcleped 
.. ~;lints of ~t. (;eor~'e." running "'ild in 
hl:mket-cnat and tU~lue oYer tl;e ~[ou,nt 
RO";ll irom whose summit Jacques Cartier 
g;lIl'l1 on the ~L I lWr,'lhl', thl'" intent on no 
i 1"U er missioll I h;111 the den'lopment 01 their 
muscle. .-\nll yet to all hut the resthetic hu
m:lI1 poodle, who contemns a sport that would 
~I'lil his ~Lns, :Ire the,' not worthy ,)t the 
guerdon \If I"Llise?' . 

In the I'n l,illce of ~ luehec we ha,'e nearly 
all the s;lints in the (,;lh~Il",H. from ~t. :\dolphe 
t<l ~t. !Illique, and 110t a whl! the hetter are 
\\,': ior the old ecclesiastical ide,l oi ~i\ In,:.;l 
~'ill;lg,' a good name to t'ncourage ils l;lIlLllity 
IS ;11 II HI t ;\S successful an experiment as naD)-
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!ng a babe Hercules to insure 
lts strength. Many a saint
christened spot is notorious for 
its impiety; and Hercules, alas! 
has he not often died of teeth
ing, and instead of strangling 
even a new-born kitten in his 
crib, has he not often succumbed 
to convulsions in his nurse's 
lap? But our St. George, though 
he had long been immortalized 
in Canadian town and bay, 
has now descended from his 
noble steed to the snow-shoe. 
His good horse has gone off to 
look for grass, and from fight
ing dragons our saint now faces 
snow-storms. From patron of 
chivalry he has become one of 
the tutelary saints of the snow
shoe. Whether or not George 
of Cappadocia was identical 
with the. saint of the Eastern 
Church, whether or not there 
was such a person at all, and 
the very dragon has to be de
stroyed along with other illu
sions, if you come to Montreal 
in winter, twice a week you 
may join the muster of his 
modern knighthood, and, in 
lieu of fiery steed and spear, 
rig yourself in the Tyrian 
purple-and-white of the "St. 
George's Snow~shoe Club," and 
meet your worst foe in the shape 
of a stiff storm or a high rail fence. 

In my former article in this magazine, 
mentioned above, I gave a description of the 
manufacture and uses of the shoe, and the 
adventures of an American cousin in our 
Canadian sports. The reader will perhaps 
remember the pluck of the fellow in the vicissi
tudes of lacrosse, snow-shoeing, and tobog
ganing, and how, after parting company with 
his toboggan at a tree, he made for home 
with sprained hand and blackened eye, yet 
fully determined to come back and try his 
luck another winter. At that time the St. 
George's Club was only in its swaddling 
blanket as an offshoot of the time-honored 
"Montreal." But, owing likely to the perver
sity of human nature, which in a province of 
so many solemn dead saints insists upon at 
least one that is athletic and living, the St. 
George has won the heart of young Montreal, 
and has strengthened the sport by its manly 
rivalry. And if you were to spend a winter with 
us and follow the daily life of our athletes, you 
would not find it difficult to divine the reason 
why they are as a rule our successful business 

RACE BETWEEN A WHITE MAN AND AN INDIAN. 

and professional men; for, however much the 
winter pastimes may be carried to extremes, 
they never tend to enervate or destroy . There 
is something in these indigenous Canadian 
sports that repels dissipation; and if it is true 
that the morals of a people are influenced by 
the character of their pastimes, why should 
not philosophes as well as athletes do all they 
can to promote those that have proved their 
superiority in this respect? 

And why, too, should not our American 
cousin organize snow-shoe as well as lacrosse 
club~? From Maine to California lacrosse 
is now flourishing ; and surely there is no 
monopoly of snow in Canada to prevent the 
existence of American snolV-shoe clubs. 
Sleigh-riding is a chill rival to it. Every 
pore of one's skin enjoys a tramp, while every 
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A DRVSH AT THB Hl' RDut. 

pore shivers in a drive. Will you let me tempt 
you to meet us at :\lct; ill College gate sharp 
at three o'clock, Sa turd;1 ,. afternoon? The 
day is cold and .-le;lr. ;11)( f 1 he crisp snow like 
fine sand is not too deep . . \nd there, ; 1~;lin. 
is our cousin from oyer the horder, ' ... ·dint.: 
perfectly at home on his shoes, and able t~ 
enjoy the memor\ of his own old mishaps. ;IS 
wdl as the misfortunes of the novice. H~' h;ls 
honorably \\'"n his spurs. 

\Ve have ("rossed :\Iounl \{o\al""lT\, TlI l'~' 
day night during the season, arlli st:trtl~ ' d prim 
propriety b\' the traditional frolic at t ""l,' des 
Neiges. 

.our S:lturda\ :1flertlllOnS have found us at 
the old ;Ind f:1'\'orile rendL'ZYllllS of St. Lau
rcnt , St. Vin'Tnt de l':llti. Sault au Recollet, 
Bonl a l'IOliffc. 1." ngll L' Point, etc.; but La
d.llllC .- uur .tramp 1,,·d;I\ - has long heen a 
hIstone spot m the annals of the oar and the 

snow-shoe. Thcre it was that Champlain 
thoul:;ht the river above led to China. ~o he 
nam~d the l'\;\<'c Lachine. There it was. in 
the day., llf snow-shoeing yore, that the 
,;uh"rs of the :\lontreal Club wakened the 
villager.; with their lusty songs after a long 
tramp. It is always a popular walk . across 
countn' in thc f;IC~' llf the sun. The samts are 
out tl)~,by in t~)r.-e . The purple oi the d~b 
is wnrtl in stllckins;s and mitts. and joined wIth 
white in the tuque. The white blanket-coat 
and capote are trimmed with purple or sCMlet; 
and a pretty effect is ;.:i "~'n to the costume by 
the scarlet sash, ,\ s,';lrkt IT,lS'; of ~t. Ct'llr~e 
is worn on the left hr,·ast. l'aptain Henshaw. 
the president nf the dub. \;l kt·,; the 1"3d. W~ 
start and fall into ;1Il\' snrt of disorder unbl 
we reach the top of Ih~· hill of l \)t~· ~t. .-\n
loin,'. whence we have a fine view of the 
frozen ~t. I .;1 \\rl·I\(,~·. in the iar distance, and 
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THE '4 WHIPPER-IN" OF THE LADIES' SNOW-SHOE CLUB. 

the Green Mountains of Vermont. Where the the cabbages stick up their ugly stalks, frozen 
cross-roads meet, we strap on Our shoes, and stiff, to twist a shoe or stub a toe. "Number 
in Indian file follow our leader at a steady, off!" shouts our leader. "No. I," " NO.2," 
swinging pace. The" whipper-in" takes the and so on until the whipper-in sings out, "N o. 
rear to give the novice or the lazy a lift, but not 50! All up !" The pace increases, and, except
even Brother Jonathan needs his help to-day. ing an occasiollaillip at one's ears, Jack Frost 
The snow covered the fences last year, but is soon forgotten as the fellows warm to the 
this winter we have about forty to get over work. Here and there a saint may drop out 
before we reach Lachine, and in some spots of the line to tie a loose strap. A pretty pic· 
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SUPPER AT THE CUJB-HOUSE. 

ture it is as the snow-shoers turn down into a 
gully, some slipping, some recovering from a 
threatened upset by a feat of balancing, and 
then, still in Indian file, getting over the fence, 
eyery man in his own peculiar wal". ~(lml' 
take it at a leap, others climb it cautiously; 
some roll over sideways in a lump, pitching 
feet and snow-shoes before thl'm; some are too 
slowly careful, and, catching a shol' in the top 
r<1il, measure their full length in the snow. 
There is no stopping here, for we are far from 
rl ):1< I and railroad out in the open country, 
with several miles of field before us and 
tll'l'llt\' fl'lll'l'S ill the lI'al'. \Iost of the farmers, 
with f~'II, 1\\'-fLol'ling, ha\:l' left a few rails down, 
so that there is no obstruction; hut a tramp 
is as taml' without a tumble as without a fence, 
so here gOl'S for \,our fin'-fl'ct-ten! "ever 
was Ihen~ I'h:lrgn' could Llkl' a high fence 
like a sllow-slwLT. St. (;eorge himself would 
havl' heell unhorsed, and his sked wouhl 
ha\'l' slul'k hopekssly at the tirst k:'1" or 
would have brokL'n his OIl'Il and his ri, kr's 
nl'l'k, llllkss, lik,: l'q~:lSllS, Ill' coulll h:l\'L' 
IllTIl ri"dl'll thnlligh till' air, Thl' \LTy dragon 
II'IIl1ld Ill'veT 111 till' \\'Ilrld h:l\'L' wri .. "kll out 
Ilf ~Ulh a dril't, I,ut wllulll h:lye ],l'7,~ fllund 
ill a \\Tek, still' as ,111 llilk, rl'ad" til!' ]'(lttlin". 
nllt thc s:tinh :Irl' indl'p,'n,knt ,~f the del'\ll':t 
dntls, Nl'lther :1.Il111l:11 nor l'ngin,' (';111 tllllll\\ 
thcm, As all old J\1,'llt'l"t1 Cluh song gllcs' 

.. :'.Ien may talk of steam and railroads, 
Bot too' wdl our comrades know 

We can beat the fastest engines 
In a night tramp on the snoW'. 

They may puff, sir, they may blow, sir, 
They may whistle, they may ,(r,·a",.

Gently dipping. lightly tipping 
Snow-shoes lea\'c behind the steam!" 

Y lHI can judge a snow-shoer by his grit at 
the iencl's. Ii he is fat <'r i.1~:::ed. he will 
crawl between the f.1il~. or (,0,11 1\' take them 
down if he can. If he i~ lu~t\, an~i in trim. he 
jluts both h:ll1d~ on thl' top rail and o\'er he 
!..!;lll'S with a vault. :\ <l\\ the fields are le\'e1. 
;nd \\L' ha\'e gIlt i:1t<1 the swing which comes 
with j'L1<tin'. and one (('l,b as if he could 
:11111<,,1 tho \1L"rcury's winged shoes ,must 
have gi\'en origin to the ~1ll'\\,slll"', HIlIoa! 
There as we <'1'1 'ss a drift ~t,ll1d, the young 
wifc (If a farmer at a w('lI. ,1~ if she were some 
~tlrt of a Yenus in wooden st,!>.,/,I' that had iu,t 
emerged from the w:lter. .. nh: madenlol
sdk. j~ II/('II,.S .1(' .i, '!i.''' bnldly ':':bI'S :\ l', I. 

.\nd. (Ii Itll1r~l'. Ihn .Hl' all ,IS thirst\, ;b \11, 
I, but he ~I'l'.1k, 1·:r"lll'h. and \cl1\j, Sl'L'll1S 

to enjll\' It. hiden:h' he is paying hl'r more 
than t hl' ordinan' l'LlIllplimL'nts of the ~l"l"ln, 
'-Ilr she toddles off in her s.,!>.,ls il)r home. 
while thl' f<:ll.1wS start <ltf at a run to catch 
up to the tile ahead. w II<) had no s<lul for 
\1(,:1111\' and no t:hll' for well-water. 

,\ l: crnss the f,lilw:l\ tr:Kk a mik or two 
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from our rendezvous. A loco
motive shoots past us with a 
train of cars. We cross a stone 
fence and over a long field, 
where we meet an Ilabitallt 
holding his horse's head until 
the· saints pass; for the nag, 
though used to the engine's 
screech, is scared at the yell of 
the saints on snow-shoes. The 
highway is blocked, and a road 
marked with cedar-trees has 
been made through the fields. 
" Whoa! whoa!" shout the 
saints, and the more they roar 
the more the horse rears; but 
the little box-sleigh is too square 
to upset, and the habitallt has 
a tight grip. The saints are 
soon out of sight over a bank, 
and the farmer goes on his 
peaceful way. 

And now we are in sight of 
Mrs. Hanna's hospitable home 
for all the votaries of all sorts 
of sport and athletics. The lazy 
fellows who have driven out 
by the road are there at the 
gate to see the "Tally-ho," 
as the leader gives the word, 
and a general rush for the 
house is made. The icicles 
are hanging in pendants from 
whisker and mustache, and 
even from eyelashes, as from 
the eaves of a house; and 
from top to toe the saints are 
covered with snow. Shoes are 
unstrapped or kicked out of 
their fastening, icicles pulled or thawed 
off,. snow whisped off stockings and moc
caSInS, blanket-coats and tuques pitched 
off, and piled up with the shoes in corners, 
an~ preparation made for dinner; for ap
petItes are ravenous, and there is no mid
night terror to be extracted from anything 
such stomachs can digest. Add the sweet sauce 
of hunger to appetizing hot joints, and you 
may fancy how very unlike Carthusian monks 
are these unorthodox saints. Here one may 
learn, perhaps, how the" jolly old monks of 
old" ate, like good muscular Christians, with 
cheerful chat and humor. By and by the 
tables are cleared, and the "tramps" lie 
around in happy disorder on the floor, a few 
on the sofa, and some on chairs, while the 
pet dogs of the club run around among their 
le~s. Now the new saint is rushed upon, 
selZed, and" canonized" or" bounced." This 
is . done by as many members as can get a 
gnp of the man from his head to his heels. 

A SNOW-SHOE CONCERT. 

The Montreal Club elevate their man to 
the ceiling, but the St. George's originated a 
new sensation, less likely to leave its mark on 
the house or the member. The victim is 
lifted bodily from the floor, and requested to 
"stiffen out." Two ranks of snow-shoers, 
facing each other, form down the whole length 
of the room, and the new man is held by 
about a dozen members at the top of the 
files. 'With a "One, tIVO, three! " he is 
then jerked with full force down the ranks, 
and is caught in the arms of the lower files , 
who in turn shy him back again. He is then 
restored to his perpendicular, qualified to 
enter the sacred number of the saints. Visit
ors are always treated to this mark of club 
esteem; and as it is an excellent tonic and 
never hurts anybody, it is, as a rule, taken 
more cheerfully than other prescriptions for a 
disordered liver. 

I t is really a picturesque sightto see the saints 
in purple jerseys and blanket knickerbockers 
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s~v" -:SHOEING BV TORCHUGHT. 

lounge about the room, and take their turn in speech spoken with the Ilobi/onl French .ae
the impromptu frolic of the evening. ".\ rent and tr;lJ1slated into H~n' broken Enghsh. 
song!" calls some one .. \ member sits down Two' yisitors put their heads in at the d?or. 
at the piano. The singers lean against it in .. HllUIKl' them ~ .. is the cry. and the samts 
careless attitude, and in an off-hand, easy way rush upon them and put them through the 
give us whatever the\, like, and Wl' all join parallel llHHl'ml'llt. ",\ song: _-\ 'l)ng:" 
vigorously in the chtlrus, .. Jones's song!" And as one h,'ppl'ns tll be a pure and ~n
J ones doesn't feel in the humor, and will not adulterated ~<'lltchnLlIl, we ha\'e a rousmg 
falT the music. Ill' is Illuch tOtl Clll\' there Highland air. and then he and his Irisb 
on the nom, with his I'd pipe in his' mouth friend join in a dance made \IP oi a HIgh, 
and a favoritl' (log in his arms; but a l'ouplL' land tling and an Irish jig. _-\ str,l\l~l' dl)g. 
o! volunteers delicately induce him by taking not of the Order III ~t.l ;l'l)rge, ~1ll'WS IllS nose, 
hl1l1 by the I,;\('].; of the Ill','].;, (lr hauling him and our pets rl'Sl'nt the illt~usion by a united 
out hy his llL'ek .. ,\11,1 so he plays his part." assaul!. Thc saint at the piano ~tr.ikes. up a 
"Brown's song!" Loutl applausl' as this tjuadnlle. and the snow-shoer's ongmalls l~er
Im)th of a ],"y stcps t'"rll';ml ;\1HI gi\'l's us his formcd In' Sl'\"lT;1l sl'ts. In fact, the danclDg 
o\:n inimitahk " Irish l'otLTil'," ;l\~"oml,ani,'d llf all kin~ls is lInt' of the unique features. ~d 
\~,'th a lll'cuharly amusing dance. :'\., I'l';l"" C\'lT\' one put,; his own individuality into I~; 
tur a popular singer, so hL: is l'll""I','<I, ;111, \ SOIUt! sll111k in:.:. as t hl'\' dance; some with thetr 
has us all in ro:lrs of laughtl'l' with hi, stump tuques on th~'ir heads. ' 



RAIN IN THE NIGHT. 

N ow and then they come down in a 
heap upon the loungers on the floor, and an 
unrecognizable tangle of bodies struggle un
der and over one another in a rough-and
tumble, which excites nobody but the dogs. 
" Robinson's song!" An undecided look, and 
out he comes by the heels, and gives us a 
splendid German air and recitation. Then 
"the Lachine contingent" have their turn,. 
and contribute their quota. Then a waltz, 
more songs, and finally the saints stand up as 
if the weight of the empire were on their 
shoulders, and sing the national anthem of 
"God Save the Queen"; and Brother Jon
athan, hat off, joins in the chorus from the 
bottom of his heart. The frolic is over; 
blanket-coats and . shoes are put on again. 
With a hearty cheer for Mrs. Hanna, we are 
off again, over the same fields and fences. 
The moon has risen, and the sky is a 
splendid blue. About eleven o'clock home is 
reached, the saints pull off their rigs and say 
their prayers, and tumble into delicious bed, 
feeling that in the afternoon's sport they have 
realized in a measure the wish that Endymion 
asked of Jupiter-always to be young, and 
to sleep as much as he would. For of all spe
cifics for sleep, commend me to such a tramp 
with such good company; and if there are 
busy and bothered brains that feel like the 
French financier when he lamented that there 
was no slumber to be sold in any market, 
let them follow the snow-shoers for one week, 
and they can save money and secure sleep. 

But think not, 0 growler, that these weekly 
tramps are the chief and only end of the 
club. For many a year the old" Montreal" 
contributed its musical talent for the benefit 
of languishing charities, hospitals, and country 
churches. A new departure was made by the 
St. George's in the shape of a drama entitled 

"A Winter's Night," written by a member of 
the, club, Mr. F. Colson, and introducing 
pictures of life and character on snow-shoes 
as well as the club songs. The piece was per
formed in public for the benefit of the General 
Hospital, and was the great success of the 
dramatic season. 

During the month of St. Valentine, the 
saints hold their annual races. The season 
of lacrosse was capital training for those who 
intended to run on this occasion. The weekly 
musters give the members a pretty fair idea 
of their own mettle. A Saturday afternoon is 
chosen, and the beauty and fashion of the city 
rally to encourage the favorite sport. The 
Indians generally open the day with a two
mile race. The best time made by an Indian 
was by Karonawie, an Iroqmllis, who ran the 
two miles in eleven minutes and seven seconds 
on an eight-ounce pair of racing snow-shoes. 
The good average time is twelve minutes. 
Half-mile, quarter, flat and hurdle one hundred 
yards, half-mile in full club dress, anM boys'races 
occupy an afternoon. The prizes are present
ed to the winners at the annual club dinner in 
the evening. A dinner is as notable a way of 
closing or commemorating any event in Can
ada as it is in England; and the remark of 
Douglas Jerrold, that if the world was con
vulsed by an earthquake, a number ofEngli~h
men would be sure to find a corner to lay a 
table-cloth, is as applicable here as across the 
ocean. When the few days' slush of early 
spring has come, and the green is peeping out 
through the thin white covering, the snow
shoer hangs his shoes in the shape of a St. 
Andrew's cross on the wall of his bedroom, 
beside his foils and his boxing-gloves and a 
quaint collection of old and modern pipes and 
pictures, hoping that when next winter arrives 
he may be here to see. 

W. George Beers. 

. .. 

RAIN IN THE NIGHT. 

I SIT by myself; 
I hear the rain patter; 
And down in the embers 
The fire-light is dead. 
I sit by myself: 
I heed not the matter; 
My soul but remembers 
The tears that are fled. 

VOL. XXIX.- 52. 

I sit by myself: 
The dream and the sorrow 
Together are ended, 
Together are dead. 
I sit by myself: 
I wait for the morrow; 
Where sunlight is blended 
With tears that are fled. 

Samuel Willoughby Duffield. 
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Author of .. Portrait of a Lady," .. Daisy :'>Iiller," .. Lady Barberina," etc. 

I. 

" OLIVE will come down in about ten min
utes; she told me to tell you that. About 
ten; that is exactly like Olive. :\cithn. five 
nor 11fteen, and yet not ten exactly, but either 
nine or eleven. She didn't tell me to say she 
was glad to see you, because she doesn't 
knolV whether she is or not, and she wouldn't 
for the world expose herself to telling a fib. 
She is very honest, is Olive Chancell~r; she 
is full of rectitude. Nobody tells fibs m Bos
ton; I don't knolV what to make of them all. 
Well, I am very glad to see you, at any rate." 

These words were spoken with much volu
bility by a fair, plump, smiling woman who 
entered a narrow drawing-room in which a 
visitor, kept waiting for a few moments, was 
already absorbed in a book. The gentleman 
had not even needed to sit down to become 
interested; apparently he had taken up the 
volume from a table as soon as he came in, 
and standing there, after a single glance round 
the apartment, had lost himself in its pages. 
He threw it down at the approach of Mrs. 
Luna, laughed, shook hands with her, and 
said in answer to her last remark, "You imply 
that you do tell fibs. Perhaps that is one." 

" Oh, no; there is nothing wonderful in my 
being glad to see you," Mrs. Luna rejoined, 
" when I tell you that I have been three long 
weeks in this unprevaricating city." 

" That has an unflattering sound for me," 
said the young man. "I prL't<:nJ not to JJre
varicate." 

•• Dear me, what's the good of being a 
Southerner?" the lady asked ... ()li\'L' told 
me to tell you she hoped you will ~t,\V to 
dinner. And if she said it, she dOL's r~'all \' 
hope it. She is willing to risk thaL" , 

" Just as I am?" the \'i,itor inquired, pre
senting himself with rather a workaday aspect. 

Mrs. Luna glanced at him from head to 
foot, and gavc a little smiling sigh, as if he 
had been a long sum in addition, ,\1\.1, indeed, 
he was very long, Basil Ransom, and he even 
looked a little, hard and discouraging. like a 
('()I~mn of 11,l!;llI'L'~, in spite of the frientlly facc 
wh~ch ~e ~ent lIpon Ius hostess's ,lq'u!\', and 
whICh, 111 Its thll1ness, had a deep dry line, a 

sort of premature wrinkle, on either side of 
the mouth. He was tall and lean, and dressed 
throughout in black; his shirt-collar was low 
and wide, and the triangle of linen, a little 
crumpled, exhibited by the opening of his 
waistcoat, was adorned by a pin containing a 
small red stone. In spite of this decoration 
the young man looked poor- as poor as a 
young man could lool: who had such a fine 
head and such r~1a:::niilCL'nt eyes. Those of 
Basil Ransom were dark. deep, and glowing; 
his head had a character of ele\'ation which 
fairly added to his stature; it was a head to 
be seen above the level of a crowd, on some 
judicial bench or political platform, or even 
on a bronze medaL His forehead was high 
and broad, and his thick black hair, perfectly 
straight and glossy, and \\;thout any di"ision, 
rolled back from it in a leonine manner. 
These things, the eyes especially, with their 
smoldering fire. mi;ht have indicated that 
he was to be a great _\merican statesman; or, 
on the other hand, they might simply have 
proved that he came from Carolina cor Ala
bama. He came, in fact. from ~Iississippi, 
and he spoke \'Cry perceptibly with the accent 
of that country. It i5 not in my power to 
reproduce by any combination of characters 
this channing dialect; but the initiated r\?J.der 
will have no difficultv in evokin~ the sound, 
which is to be assodated in th'e present in
stance with nothing vulgar or \'aiD. This 
lean, pale, sallow, shabby, striking young 
man, with his superior head, his sedentary 
shoulders, his expression of bright grimness 
and hard enthusiasm, his provincial, distin
guished appearance, is. as a rcpresentati,'e 
of his sex, the most important personage!n 
my narrati\'e; he l,i.I\C,\.l vcry active partm 
the events I have undertaken in some degree 
to explain. And vet the reader who likes a 
complete ima~c, \\'Il\) desires to read with the 
senses as well as with the reason, is entreated 
not to t~'r~L't that he prolon~ed his con,onJ.,nts 
and swall\,wcd his vowel~. that he was "Ullty 
of elisions and interp"btions which were 
equally unexpected, and that his discourse 
was pervaded by something sultry and vast, 
something almost :\frican in its rich, \\,\sklllg 
tone, something that su~gested the teeming I 

* Copyright, 1884. by Henry Jal1lt's, 
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