








STATISTICS

or

NIAGARA FALLS,

AND

VICINITY.

BY F. H. JOHNSON,

A RESIDENT AT THE FALLS.

BUFFALO:
E. A. MAYNARD & CO. PRS.REPUBLIC OFFICE.
1848.



PREFACE.

GreaT pains have been taken to make this
sJittle work correct. Tt'is given to the.g#blic
with the helief that something of the kind is
much needed, and will greatly increase the in-
terest ofxthe stranger’s visit to the Falls.

TuE AUTHOR.

—-—
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Entercd according to Act of Congress, in the yes by
JOHNSON, in the Elerics Offce ot the Northers Disttiabdt New
Py ! . _ )
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OF

NTAGARA FALLS AND VICINITY.
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NIAGARA RIVELR.

Tris wonderful River is formed by the outlet of Lakc
Superior the greatest body of fresh water in the world.
Winnebago Lake, Lake Michigan, Lake Huron, St. Chair,
and Lake Erie, all pour their waters this way, and dash
with maddened fury over the Falls, emptying into Lake
Ontario, fourteen miles below, and at Kingston, two hun-
dred and fourteen miles from the Falls, discharge their
waters into thhe River St. Lawrence, and finally fall into
the Gulf of St; Lawrence about-three hundred miles below

Quebec.
Length of Niagara Riverysoseeoveoc.sess.. . 36miles.
Width, 1} miles above thetPlls,......... S R
Width, at the Ferry, below the Falls,........ 58 rods
Depth of the River at the Ferry.,.oveeen... 250 feet.

Perpendicular Height of the American Fall 164

On the Canadg side,.enveersersnncanssaas 158 ¢

Depth of water on the top of the Horse Shoe
Fall, estimated by Professor. Lyell, Dr.
Dwight, and others,iSs.ceeeeeee......20

‘e
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Width of American Fall,..ococnuennis.ors o6 rods,
Width of the Cave of the Winds, or Center*

Follyeereeeeeseeenngd®™ g, ... 108 feet.
Digmeter of the Cave,...;l creedB0
Height of the Cave,...., p o eeeenlf0. ta
Width of Horse Shoe Fally\ %,.....144 rods.

QUANTITY OF WATER.

Profesgor Lyell says fifteen hundred millions df cubic
feet pasa over the Falls every minute. Dr. Dwight saya
one hundred amillions two hundred thousand toms pass
ovet the Falls every hour. Judge De Vaux, in his Travelk,
ler's own Book, says, 5.084.089.853 barrels descend in
twenty-four hours; 211,836,853 every hour ;- 3,530,614
every minute; 58,843 every gecond. ¢ I should think,’®
says one, ¢ that the river would exhaust itself.”” True,
‘when the Upper Lakes run dry, Niagara will be no mere.

FALLS AT LEWISTON.

The general opinion of strangers, as far as the author
has been enabled to learn, is, thatsthe Falls were'once at
Lewiston, seven miles below ; and this coincides with
the belief of Geologists, and others who have’ devoted
any time to the subject.

In 1822, a part of TableRock, one hundred and sixfy
feet long and.forty feet wide, went off all at once, +*The
American Fall,”” says Gen. Whitney, Proprietd of thg
Cataract House, * has altered consideraﬂy’ within-thirty-
seven years. And the Horse Shoe Fall has adsumed a
squarer shape.



SPRAY.
Srrav, like smoke o( 8 burning mountain, sometimes
rises intg the horizon, formmg dark, heavy elouds, tinged
with the refulgent rays'of the rising and’ setting sun; and

have been seen, says Judge Porter, more than oné-himdred
miles.

RAIN-BOWS.

There are two :—One is always seen in the day time,
when the sun shmes, the other at night— called the Lunaf
Bow, The latter is only beheld once a montb, when the
moon is at full, sufficiently high in the heavens, @d the
sky clear. And ngnra, as far as the autj;or can learn
from travelers and frem’ history, is the only ‘place on the
globe, where a rain-bow at night can be seen with’ dise
tinetness. At all events, the Luna Bow is peculiar to
this place,

VIEW OF THE FALLS AT NIGHT.

An evening view has a very different effect upon the.
mind of the beholder, than when seen in the day-fime.
The moon-beams playing-upon the agitated” waters ; the
sp'ray, ke the smoke of a volcano rising into- the sky ;
the endless Toar of the cataract, mingled with fhe._heart'e ‘
deepes& impressions, give an indiscribablé subllmxty and
grandeuryghat langulige is but a poor vehiclé-to convey
the impressions we feel.

VIEW OF THE FALLS AT SUN-RISE.
'”This view is thought, by. thousands, fo be perfectl;
unsurpassed and, has no rival in gnmdéur, syblint

1*
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and interest. Every point of time, howeyer, is dilfgrent,
and has its different effect upon the beholder.

VIEW OF THE FALLS AT SUN-SET..

When the sun has rolled onward in his chariot of fire,
and thrown his last rays upon Niagara, bidding adien for
the night, to the grandeur of the scene that so much in
power resembles himself, the view is perfectly ‘indis-
cribable.

ROAR OF THE FALLS.

This depends much upon the wind, and the state of
the atliiosphere. Sometimes, every door and wifdow #he
least ajar, fora mile in circumferance, will tremble, cansed
by the concussion of the air; and the roar may be heard
from fifteen to twenty-five miles. At other times our cit‘i-
zens would scarcely knaw, from the noise, there were falls
in the neighborhood. " *¢In a few instances,’® says Mr.
‘Hooker, the oldest guide to the Falls, *“they have been
héard at Toronto, a distance of forty-four miles.

IfIRST IMPRESSIONS OF STRANGERS.

At first sight, strangers are sometimes disappointed ;
efther their expectations have been raised too high, or the
sublimity, grandeur, and magnificence of the scene far
surpagses every thing they could possibly have anticipated.

The second view is frequently more impressive than
the first. The longer the visitor tarries, the moge he
enjoys and appreciates ; the impression is lndehbly en-
stamped upon his memory, and for years infixed there a8
with the imprint of a sun-beam.

The Falle, it is true, when seen from above, do not
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appear more than fifty or sixty feet high; but let the
visitor go below, if he would' get a correct impression of
this stupenduows work. Beauty, grandeur, and awful
sublimity, enstamps upon his heart, those emotions he
never can express.

RISE OF THE RIVER.

Those causes which swell other rivers, have no effect
upon this. It never rises except the wind has been blow«
ing down Lake Erie in a Westerly direction. S. Wafe,,
Esq., who has kept the Ferry for seventeen years, says,
““one foot, on the top of the Falls, will, by actual mea-
surement, raise it 17} feet below. This is attributable
to the river being pent up in a very narrow pass at the
Whirlpool, and cannot find its way out as fast as it accu-
mulates above.

PROBABIEITY OF FOWLS AND FISH GOING OVER
THE FALLS ALIVE. )

In some instances they do—but geMbrally are in a
wounded, mautilated state.  On the morning of the 10th
September 1841, more than four hundred ducks. were
picked up, dead, having gone over the night previous.

If fish should take a perpendicular direction they mizht
survive. . But if they should strike flatwise; it would, in
our opinion, kill them as suddenly asif they fell on a rock. «

CROSSING THE RIVER ABOVE JHE FALLS.

The usual crossing place is 23 miles above the Falls:
though sail-boats and canoes, when the wind is blowing
up the river, have crogsed much nearer.

gl
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WINTER SCENE.

It is thought by many, who have visited the Falls at
this season, that it far surpasses that of summer. The
icicles, in the shape of inverted cones, hanging from the
high banks, the dazzling eplendor of an effulgent sun,
darting his fiery beams ypon them ; the frozen spray, clo-
thing the trees in its silvery robe ; the roar of the ice, as
it rushes onward to iry the fearful leap ; the ceaseless
thunder of the cataract; the bow of promise, smiling
settnely upon the angry flood; the enchained river
within ite icy embrace,* struggling like some monbster of
;lfe deep to be free, all combine to render the scene awfully
grand and terrific. No language is adequate to give a
-corsect impression ; it must be seen before it can be
appreciated.

UPPER FERRY—AMERICAN SIDE.

Fhe Ferry House is within eight rods of the. American
Fall. Cars lead down the bank to the water’s edge, on an
inclined'plain of thirty-one degrees, worked by water-
power. Distance, twenty-two and a helf rods—& two
hundred and minety steps. The usual time in descending
and crossing the river to the Canada shore, is about ten
minutes. ¢¢ This Ferry,** says Judge Porter, the Prop}ie-
tor, ** has been in operation more than forty yearsy, and
during all that time not a single life has been lost, or &
serious accident occurred.?’

*Three times. within twenty-five years, an ice bridge has been
formed below the Falls, from.one shore to the other, varylng in
depth, from thirty to sixty feet. The last was on the 9th of March,
1€13; but on the 6th of April, following, Niagara burst her fet~
wers, and was again free.
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CHINESE PAGODA.

Thisisthe high tower to the right of the ferry house. The
proprietor of this garden has erected a Chinese Pagoda, or
observatory, which places the apectator at an elevation of
more than one hundred feet sbove the cataract, and two
hundred and seventy feet above the river, presenting a
bird’s eye view of unparalleled beauty and magnificence.
An easy staircase leads to the top, on which is placed
a camera obscura not surpassed (if equalled,) by any, for
minute delineatione, exhibiting in all its brilliant coloring,
the splendid scenery of the Falls, the bridge, and the
numerous picturesque Islands that stud the river, the
rapids above and below, the mighty cataract, the rich am-
phitheatre of the Canadian ghore ; in short‘a panoramic
view of Unsurpassed beauty. .

PLATHORM

This is at the leftiof thef Ferry House, on the verge of
the Falls, extending fifteen ot twenty feet over the preci-
pice, secured with iron boltsinto the solid rock, and loaded
heavily with several tons of stone, to. prevent poising.
The ferry boats below, are seen from this point, plying
across the river almost every moment in the day, dencing
upon the angiy stream “like .things of life.*” They ap-
pear to the stranger exceedingly diminutive, and inse-
cure, yet they will safely carry from twenty-five to thirty
persons.

MAID OFP THE MIST.
. Is two.miles from the Falls. Plios below, and lands
her passengers on the Canada side.



10

GULLISLAND.

Is the small Island just above the great Horse Shoe
Fall. It has never been approached by man, and per-
haps never will be, while Niagara rolls, until a Suspen-
sion Bridge, or some other means are deviced.

FA LL'OF THE RIVER.

Never in the recollection of the oldest inhabitpnt, was
the River so low as on this 29th day of March, 1848;
footsteps marked the Banks where human beings never
before ventured.

SUSPENSION BRIDGE.

Suspension Bridge is two miles below the Falls, two
hundred and fifty feet above the angry flood; its bold,
daring, and magnificent grandeur, when completed, will
not be surpassed, perhaps, by any work of a similar kindy
on this continent, or on the globe. Its estimated cost ia
one hundred and ninety thousand dollars, warranted. to
stand secure for fifteen ycare. Cara of one hundred tons
-will pass in perfect safety.

MINERAL SPRING.

Minersl Spring is about forty rods below the SuBpension
Bridge, on the American side. It is justly celebrated for
its medicinal properties. When JBuitable Boarding Houses
are erected, which we are informed by the Proprietors will

'be the present season, it must of necessity be a place of

great resort. Several acres are laid out into city lots, and
are now in market, '
—
" WHIRLPOOL.
The Whirlpool, on_the American'side, is one mile be-

‘Jow the Mineral Spring. It is visited by thousands for
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the wild and magnificent grandeur of its scenery, The

river, in its wildest fury, rushes against a perpendicular

bank about three hundred feet high, producing a reaction,

roaring and swelliny like some enraged giant struggling

to be free. Logs,and other bodies, have been known to

float in this whirl of waters for forty, and sometimes ninety.
days, before they could find their way out. The middle

of the river, just above the Whirlpool, has been ascer-

tained to be about nine feet higher than at either shore.

DEVIL’S HOLBE.

Devil's Hole is on the American side. One mile anda
half below the Whirlpodl, is a wild and terrifically grand
place. What has produced this wonderful chasm is left
much to conjecture to determine; Professor Lyell says,
+s the small stream that now flows, would have been per-
fecﬁ.}"«.competent 10 have cut out the ravine, and that we
need look for no more powerful cause. This.appears to
the author incredible, as thia stream, or Bloody Run, as it
is called, is small, and dry, more thindithree-fourths of the
year. Of this, however, the str:%r ‘will judge for
himself. ‘

INDIAN VILLAGE.

This Village is nine miles below the Falls. Preaching
in Engﬂéﬁ on. the Sabbath, interpreted into the Indian
language by an Indian Chief, or one of the tribe.
LOCAL DISTANCES —AMERICAN SIDE
From the Cataract House to Goat Islnnd, eveeed 75 rodss
From the Eagle, .oeeineerecivarenvsansvaensn70 4



From the FallsHotel,.ov0uevven.. veseosseeeeeBSrods.
From the St. Lawrence Hotel,.oooveeenennens. 110
From Goat Island, where the road ascends the

bank to the foot,.ccvusus veeeeeneeas 80 ¢ 0
From foot of the Island up the river to Biddle

Stairgye..e.. csrerasrenanses SRR (- B
From Biddle Stairs to Prospect Toweryeseeeass 65
From Prospect Tower to the Three Sisters,....140 ¢
Head of Goat Island,....cveverennrcenccnrnnns 65 ¢
Hermit’s Cabin,..o.... sesesscoranee vescesane 40 ¢
To the Bridge,.cceoeveveravsnssvnescacncecnss 45 ¢
Circurifference of Goat Island,eeeeeeeeacn.... 316 “
From the Cataract House to the Upper Ferry,..100 ¢
If'tom the Eagle,eveereranscansnccenss ceeeans 95 ¢
Falls Hotelyeeuvres... Geteertttatecnccannnan 80 ¢
Bt. Lawrence,.vveso%unn., erasreecesecrnnnan 75

BRIDGE. .
The Bridge leading on to Iris or Goat Island, is the
only one from the rhain shore on Niagara River, a dis--
tance of thirty-six miles, (except the Suspension Brifige,
mentioned ip another place.) Carriages and heavily
caded temms cross almost every hour in the day.

—

CHAPIN ISLAND.

This Island, is to ‘the right of the Bridge. A man by
thie name of Chapin while working on this bridge, was
thrown into the stream wnd carried by the force of the
current on to this Island. A Mr. Joel R. 'Robinson res-
cued-him with e skiff, and at this time both are living in
our Hllage.
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BATH ISLAND.
The Toll-Gate and Paper Mill are on this Island.

IRIS OR GOAT ISLAND.

Iris or Goat Island contains éixt’y-nine and a half
acres, and is afraction over a mile in circumference, heav-
ily timbered, most of the smooth bark trees are marked
with initials, bearing different dates. ¢¢In 1805,” says
Judge Porter, ¢ there was a beech tree on the bank near
the Horse Shoe Fall, marked 1769, 1771 and 1772.’° The
name of these early travellers is not recollected.

No sportsman is allowed to carry a gun op‘&to this
Island, as it would endanger the lives of those who are
promenading through it. It is called Goat Tsland from
the circumstance of & man by the name of Stedman at a
very early date having put some WPD“ it. ‘Itisa
wild, rural and delightful retreat, in’ the hottest dayg there
is always a refreshing and invigorating breeze from the
river. There are three bridges connected with this is-
land, and one tower.

CENTER FALL AND CAVE OF THE WINDS.

This Fall is between Iris and Luna‘Islands. It is seen
to the best advantage from below. If the wind is blowing
down the ri(,'er or from the American silore, ypu can stand
with perfect safety upon a large flat rock within a. few feet
of the Falls. In the afternoon, when the siin.ghines, there
is always a magnificent rainbow between the sheet of wa
and the rock, within four feet of you ; nothinfcar be §
grand or imposing than this view. In :)ur opinio, [
one of the most thnllmg, astounding scenes on the A
can side. The Cave of the Winds is situated beltind the
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Center Fall. It has received its present name from the
variable currents of air that rush with a deafening sound
through the Cave

LUNA ISLAND.

Luna, a Letin term meaning Moon. It is a small Island
about three-fourths of an acre to the right of Goat Island,
reached by a foot bridge. Tt is.called Luna Island not be-
cause it rescipbles the anoon, but from the circumstance
of a lunar bow being scen {rom this place more advanta-
geously (han from other point, If the visitor’s nerves
are pre't.ty steady he can stand within one foot of the Falls,
and see the angry siream, dashing in all its wildest fury
upon TargeYocks below, impatient to try its power jn ma-
king this fearful Tap. The sheet of water to the right is
the American Fall; o the left, the C enter Fall or Cave
of thggWinds: It has ofien been rémarked by strangers
that this Islgnd,trembles, which is undoubtedly true, bui
the imprestions are somewhat heightened from nervous
temperaient. '

BIDDLE STAIRS.

The first path leading down the bank above the foot of
Goat Island, is at the Biddle Stairs, below which the
celebrated Bam Patch made his succeesful leaps from a
ladder erectqd.from the waters edge, ninety-seven feet,
in the year 1829, and afterwards lost his life at Rochester
f¥enesce Falls,

-PROSPECT TOWER.

Prospect Tower is on the west side of Goat Island

within three rods of the Falls, forty-five feet high, end
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two hundred feet above the River below, surrounded near
the top by a portico and an iron railing: Visitors of a
nervous temperament, and especially old people, when
stéppiggpont upon this piazza, not unfre‘uenﬂy feel a kind
of gi iness or tremor ; but in Jooking up or around upon
the green foliage the nerves generally become tranquil.
We are then better prepared to appreciate the overwhelm-
ing grandeur of this magnificent scene, This view in the
opinion of the authon, of the w idtyof' the river, the Rap?
ide, the Horse Shoe Fall and the aigry boiling deep be-
16w, is not surpassed by any on the American side:
BATHING PLACE OF FRANCIS ABROT THE HERMIT.

‘The.bathing place of Francis Abbot js on: the west
side of Goat Island, the first pe:pcnd.mu‘al cascade after
leaving Prgspect’ Towe1 near the thl@.lelands called the
Three Sisters. He was lear ned, gentlemanly and ac®om-
ﬁehed pled¥ing in address, but could ot be approached
by a gtranger; he lived nenrly twenty months entirely
#lone. .He was drowped below the. Ferry,w‘in the” year
1831. His body was fourd at Fort Niagera fourteen
miles below, recognized, bxoumf back, and sleeps in our
burymg ground. This lonely spot was resorted to by
this JSingular individual ggnerally at night. The thun.
ders ferrific soqnd the lightnings blaze mingled with the
roar of the cataract was the element in which be deligted
to breathe.  Very little is known of bis histors.

HEAD OF GOAT ISLAND.
At this potnt, Navy Island nemﬂn Caymda shoie to the
right, containing three hundred and foity wcrep; the scene
of the McKenzie war in 1837~ ma’p plain sight. In
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was occupied by three or four hundred Americane. A
heterogeneous mass of all classes, without discipline, or
any efficient means to carry on war. Chippewa on the
Canada shore but a short distance below, contained at the
time four or five thousand British soldiers. The two
governmentg took no active part in this hot headed enter-
prise, and it fell by its own weight. Grand Island is to
the left on the American side, resembling the main
shore,containing seventeen thousand two hundred and forty
acres, purchased by M. M. Noah, and according to his fan-
cied visions it was to be the future home of all the Jewson
the globe. The visitor in turning his eye to the right
and left, will readily perceive how this Island divides the
river, the greater portion rolling to the Canatla shorg. Se-
veral persons have reached this Island at this point before
any bridge was built,

NUMBER OF STEPS—AMERICAN SIDE.

Upper Ferry,.cceeeneinienas ceeseeiereniens vee 4290
Foot of GoatIsland, ... ovvveernennncnn- . 12}
giddle Stairs,cseeeceeeccnaens secerersecaitnnee 115
rospect Tower,eoeeeeeenns esteritoasienscnrrne ..39
WhHIrlPoolyee s sevenetessenneeranensencogeensssBB
Devil’s Hole,....v... Cesrecesreitiaiiicaiiaia, ..64
Chinese Pagodn,.e.eoveerinrenernoesannncesnnnns .90

From the Falls to the Lower Landing of the Maid of '

the Mist,eeasvieeennaccisnieniaranea I3 mile.
Mineral Spring and Suspension Bridge,.........2 ¢
Whirlpoeol, ....... evesestesectrsassetnran . B
Devil’s Hole,..... B RPN T
Indian Village,.eccvervenirinriirarenciennes® o
Lewiston,...................................7 “
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Fort Niggara, . euouievesnenennrenesenenennasld 6

BT T I

Tonawanda,.seseveeesreeeeeerenineneennanaadl

BlackRock,veeeverniieiiiiniiiiiieinna 18 -

Buffalo,verevveinniionnnonennsnneiionme 22 6
TABLE ROCK.

Table Rock is on the Canada side, connected with the
great Horse Shee Fall, about t)aré:a rods wide, and fifteen
long, projecting over the: /prec?pice fifty or sixty feet.
Thousands of the musf timid stand upon this giddy
eminence wish perfdct security, and gaze upon the resplen-
dent qrandeur oy “thig*enchanting, bewildering scene, until.
the mind_ % lost and sinks back upon itself, amid the im-
:?;é@)f ‘Qod’s works. And we hazard not too much
#saying, there is nothing on the globe that compares with
this view, in point of sublimity and interest. ¢ I have,””
said a sea captain to’the writer, who had followed the
ocean for forty years—seen the Melstrom, the Burning
Mountains, and all the Wonders of the Globe, to use his
own words, ““this is the most sublimely interesting of all.

GOING UNDER THE FALLS.

The emotions excited while passing under the great
sheet, arc exceedingly variable. It is attributable, per-
hape, to our state of health, physical courage, or nervous
temperament. Some have a good deal of-adventure in
their constitutions—bold, fearless, gnd detefmined;—as
the intevest of the scene increases, difficalties vanish.
Ol,hers are more timid and fearful, but equally resolute.
And as far as the writer can judge from the conntenances
and expressions of those gyho have accompanied him, sho

2



18

feelings that involuntarily arise, are those of religious
awe. We may have been schooled in Infidelity, and
taught to believe there is no God; but during our stay at
tbz"Fallg, and especially under them, let the.indivqunl be
an A heiet, if he can. (Impossible.) On returning, about
fifty feet@om the bottom of the stairs, let the visitor pause,
for'a mome\. +. pzd”look up. ¢ I did not,* said a lady to
the author,’ in conpany with her husband, from South
Carolina, “feel the I¢hat agitated while under the falling
flood ; but at this pqintll trxmbled ; not from any real or
apparent danger; but my nefvd _-‘{oi‘ a moment, seemed
to give way.”’ She soon regained herxcomposure. *That
scene,” continued she, ¢fjs worth/a joumey across the
Globe.”
COURAGE OF LADIES,
¢ Do Ladies ever go under thie Falls?’* s a question
frequently proposed. Certainly, thousands—and their
numbers are nearly equal to those of the Gentlemen,
and their courage often surpasses them. We consider
“it as safe as any place about’ Niagara. No aceident
has ever occurred, unless from carelessnegs, or the un-
called for adventure of some thoughtless Traveller, in rushe
ing out npon places where human beings never ought to
go. There is an iron driven into the side of the rock, at
the termination of the path. Visitors usually lay their
hand upon thig iron. At this point you see all that can be
seen, with perfeet sa&ty. T'wo or three feet beyond this
your path is intercepted by a perpendicular rock, which
rises twenty or twenty-five feet from the dngry flood below.
This ia called ¢ Termination Rock.”® As much as to say,
““You can approach me, with safety ; but, beyond, you
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cannot go—here let thy proud steps be staid.” Some
clamber down this rock to the water’s edge; but thisjs
uncalled for, as all the wildness of this magnificant plaZ!-é‘
is seen without running the least risk.

BURNING SPRING.

This Spring is situated a mile and n_,}ﬁlf above the Falls,
on the Canada side, near the waler’s adge. It is the car-
bonated sulphuretted hyd&o/gc:'z gas, that burns. Touched
with a match it gives Sut a brilliant flame rising two or
three feet high.

CHIPPEWA.

ThaAVillage of Chippewa is on the British side, two
a half miles above the Falls. A few soldiers have
been stationed here since the Patriot War of *37—’38.
Landing of the British Steamer Emerald, from Buffalo,
N. Y. The terminus-of the Rail Road from Queenston,
connected with the British and American Steamers, for

Toronto, Kingston, Montreal, and Quebec.

LUNDY’S LANE~—BATTLE-FIELD.

Lundy’s Lane is a mile and a quarter {rom the Falls, on
the Canada side. The battle, in its hottest fury, was
fought principally in the night, with the bayonet ; Gene-
ral Peter B. Porter, commanding the volunteers—Gene-
rals Brown and Scott wounded. Ryall and Drummond,
(British generals,) wounded and taken prisoners. This,
it is said, was the severest battle ever fought on this conti-
nent. . British bad, in killed and wounded, 877. Ameri-
cans, 860. It wasa draw game—both parties claiming
the victory. July 25, 1814.



LOCAL DISTANC‘EVS—-CANADA SIDE.
Frpm the water’s edge, to the Clifton House,. . .106 rods
ont the,Clifton House to Table Rock,.i......920 *

Frcjm 4‘able Rock to Lundy’s Lane—Battle-
Gloundysevesnenecsnrennndoains <o+ o13 miles.
T thebBurn;ng SpriDGyeeeesiovansoss 2
To ChiPpes-fyse covesecessseraneresassd = 7
To the Whlr?\ s
To Brock’s Monun’en.«_..... P T
Number of Spiral Steps near &‘\able Rock,...87

POUNssp e serepessossasevsscdd

INDIAN TRADIT"I\ 1

The Indiaps, it is said in Judge ‘De Vawux’s' works,
have a tradition that two human beings, yéarly,™will be
sacrificed to the Great Spirit of these Waters, Whet
any reliance can be placed upon the tradition of the In-
dian or not, it is nevertheless true, that almost every year
has proved fatal to some one. A few instances, only, can
be mentioned. John York is suppbsed to have gone over
the Falls, as pieces of his boat, and part of the loading
were picked up bélow, 28th Nov. 1841, William Ken-
nedy was in the boat ‘with him, and found dead on Grass
Island, just above the Rapids.

—_—
CASUALTIES.

Dr. Hungerford, of ‘West Troy, was killed by a rock
felling upon him, between Biddle Stairs and the Cave of'
the Winds. May 27, 1839.

J. H. Thompson, of Philadelphia was washed off of a
rock below the Falls, under the great sheet of water, by
leaving the guide and venturing too far upon places of
danger. August 16, 1844,
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Miss Martha K. Rugg, from Lancaster, near Boston,
Mass. while picking a flower, fell over the bank, just be-
low Barnett’s Museum, (Canada side,) one hundred aj d
fifteen feet. August 23, 1844. She lived about thréc
hours,

Charles Smart, from Philadelphig, fell ybut forty feet
from a rock in the Cave of the Wmd;\ Auvgust 31, 1846.
Killed instantly.

John Murphy, aged fourtetn yéars, son of a Widow
Lady, of our village, a(':cmpang to cross the riverina
canoe, about a mill sifove the Falls, was drawn into the
current and w(mpover “His body has never been found.
June 13, 18%

ichigan, Detroit, Steamboat Caroline and other ves-
sels, have been sent over the Falls at different times, but
are usually dashed to pieces in the Rapids above, before
they reach the Cataract.
NUMBER OF YEARLY VISITORS."
No definite estimate can be made. Varying from
twenty to fifty thousand

DEPARTURE OF CARS.

Daily Cars, leave the Falls for Buffalo, at  past 6 A. M.

and at  past 2 P. M. For Lockport, at § past 2 P. M,
THREE PROFILES,

These profiles are at the foot of Goat Island. In
looking across the first sheet of water directly under the
second, the fartherest bank that can be seenis a side
view of three profiles, directly one above the other.
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