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PREFAOE. 

In creating a citizen army, an army of busy 
men, men actiyelyand continuously engaged in 
civilian pursuits for their livelihood, one of the 
great difficulties to contend with is the shortness 
of thl' time ow hich they can giye to the aeq uiring 
of military knowledge. To oyercome thai diffi
culty, then, it is of the first importance that they 
should be taught olllr those things which are 
really necessary to their military efficiency, and 
that their drills and exercises should be of the 
simplest possible description, and such as may be 
fairly well learned and practised within the 
limited time whir h can be deyoted to such work. 

In the future, in Canada, Cavalry armed with 
the rifle will be in much larger proportion, rela
tiyely to the other arms, than it has been in the 
past, and the pro1::ability is that from time to time 
there will be much interchange between thE' 
Oavalry and the Infantry, and occasionally a hasty 
augmentation of the mounted force by the transfer 
of foot soldiers to it. It is very desirable, then, not 
only that the drills and exercises shall be as simple 
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as possible, but that they shall be applicable, as 
nearly as can be, to Cavalry and Infantry alike, 
that the alphabet and the grammar of the soldier's 
training shall be the same for him who marches 
and for him who rides. That is the aim of this 
book. In order to carry out this idea the drill 
has been made uniform with that which is laid 
down in the "Cavalry Training" recently pre
pared for the Canadian Cavalry. And not only 
has the mere drill been simplified, but the rifle 
exercises, the skirmishing, and all the other im
portant work which are necessary to bring the 
soldier face to face with an enemy and enable 
him then to act to the best advantage, ari,} here 
lai<l down in concise and easily acquired form. 

Besides the simplification of drill and exercises, 
the basis of the organization adopted-an ,. Eight" 
with a leader-is one peculiarly well suited to a 
eitizt'll soldiery. Thp. new system of Establish
nlt'uts for the Militia provides for an Army the 
skI::' leton of which is to be trained in time of peace, 
to III' expanded, on the declaration of war, into a 
fort'e ill·arly three times as great, and the providing 
of leaders for this augmented Establishment can 
only be d01W by training those leaders with the 



skeleton units in peace time. For this purpose 
small commands are the best-in fact they form 
the only means by which it is possible to train 
and deyelop any considerable number of leaders. 
Eight men are the most suitable number for such 
an organization, and for that reason that number 
has been adopted. 

Although the system of exercil:>es has been sim-
plified and shortened, it must not be supposed 
that therefore drill is to be ignored The fighting 
of the present day must necessarily be in open 
order with very wide intervals between units and 
men, and eonsequent diminution of power to com
mand and control; yet, this \ery fact renders it 
the more necessary that the preliminary training 
shall be of the bes.t, that movements in close order 
shall be abundantly practised, that the stridest 
attention shall be paid to the correctness of inter
vals and distances when marching, and, above 
all, that steadiness and discipline shall constantly 
be inculcated. Without such preliminaries it is 
impossible to commit troops to the skirmishing 
line with any degree of confidence or with the 
aRsurance that they will rally and be steadfal:>t in 
sudden emergency. 
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Though the rifle exercises have been very much 
curtailed, it must be impressed UpOIl all ranks 
th at now more than ever before is efficiency in 
rifle shooting of the utmost importance. 

So, if the Oanadian soldier will acquire such a 
know ledge of his rifle and skill in its use as will 
make him thoroughly confident in his own powers 
as a marksman, if he will keep up his physical 
strength so as to he able to make long marches 
\dthout fatigue, and if he will diligently study 
an that is in this book, and in the Placards of In
struction issued in 1903 to the Oanadian :Militia, 
he will, as far as human foresight can provide, be 
able to hold his own in the Twentieth Oentury 
just as his forefath'~ 1'13 have done before. 

Commanding Canadian Militia. 



PART I.-ORGANIZATION AND DRILL. 

~:mCTION I.-DEFI~ITI( INS. 

- ----~-----

ca) Organization Definitions. 

A Division-Usually two Brigades of Infantry. 

A B;'igade-Two, three or f0ur Battalions. 

A Battalion-Consists of eight companies as a rule. 

A Company-Consists of as many :--:ections as there are 
Sections in it. 1n order to keep to the limits assi~ned by 
organization, a Company should not exceed about J 28 men. 

A Section~Consists of two lots of eight men with their 
leaders. In line or Column, down to and including Column 
of Sections, each eight men or Eight is covered or followed 
by a rear Eight. In Column of Fours th., leading and 
rear Eights of a Section are parallel with one another, each 
in Column of Twos. In Column of Twos the leading and 
rear Eights of a Section are parallel with one another, each 
in Column of Ones. 

An Eight-Consists of eight men who work together. 

A Two-Two men, an odd and even number, who work 
together. . 

A One-One man. 
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(b) Formation Definitions. 

Order of Formation-The mode or order of disposition 
of troops, whether it h2 Line, Column, Echelon, &c. 

A Line (double line)-One or more Eights in a single 
Line covered by one or more Eights in a single Line at 2 
paces distance. Each man occupies 30 inches front. 

A Sill(,le Line-Two or more lDen in !L single line. 

,( G'olwnn-Bodies of troops following and covering one 
another. 'Yhen tile bodies are at such a distance from one 
another that a wheel to either flank will bring tbem into 
line with the normal intervals, the formation is known as 
Opt'n Culumll. 

C(Jllll1l1l (~f Cllmpanies-Companies in Open Colu~n each 
Company in linE'. 

Column of Sf'("lioll.'-~E'ctions in Column, each Section in 
line, i. e., one Eight behind the other. 

('1I11lill1l oj POIII"I'-ConsisLs of a Section In two parallel 
Culumns IIf Twos (m twu men). One of the Columns con
~ists of the leading eight of the Section, the other Column 
consist~ of the rear eight of the same Section. 

C'olwlln oj J'll'u8-Con~ists of a Section in two parallel 
Culumns of Ones. OUt' of the Columns consists of the 
leading eight of the Seetion, the other Column consists of 
the rea,r .. ight of the same ~eetion. 

lliass-A Battalion formed of a line of Companies, each 
( 'ompany in Column with a frontage of one Section, or, if 
sppcially ordered, t\\'o Sections, each Section in Line 
with 3 paces inlen'al between Companies. 
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Quartel' Column-Companies in Line covermg one 
another in Column at 6 paces distance. 

Close Column-Companies closed up to half Quarter 
ColullJn distance. 

Line of Battalion (/uarl€/" Co11l1J!ns or Masses-A 
Line of two or more Battalions, each formed in Quarter 
Column or Mass, with 30 paces interval between them, or 
such deploying interval as might be ordered. 

Column of Battalion Quartel' Columns or .Masses-A 
Column of two or more Battalions, one behind the other at 
such 3, distance that a Line of Battalion Quarter Columns 
or ~Iasses having the correct intervals can be formed to a 
flank by wheeling the hefLds of Battalions. 

£,·helon-An Echelon consists of a step-like formation of 
Companies or other bodies at normal li~e intervals apart 
and at such distances from one body to the ot.her that a 
wheel of each body to Right or Left would bring the whole 
formation to the Right and Left with the correct line in
tervals. 

Double Ecllelon-Double Echelon can be formed by the 
centre of a formation advancing and the step-like forma
tion or Echelon being formed on each side of the ('entre. 

Echelons can be at increased Intervals or Di::>bnces if 
ordered. 

(0) Drill Definitions. 

Alignment-The straight line on which the front (If a 
body of troops is formed or is to be formed. 

2 
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Alignment (~re7{)-The line on which a body of troops 
if; marching after it has changed its direction, or on which 
troops are to be formed. 

Bm,,'-Two points marked by officers, N.C.O.'s or men, 
placed at ,t distance apart to indicate a line by the pro· 
longation of which the proper alignment of a Line or the 
covering of a Column may be obtained. In the former 
case it is termed an "Alignment Base." In the latter a 
"Covering Base." 

jJ,r.se Body-The body on which a formation is made. 

Cliallg~ of Positioll-A movement by which a bo::1y of 
troops moveH altogethet· off its ground and reforms on a 
new alignment. 

COI'ering-The act of a body placing itself correctly III 

rear of another body. 

Dejllo!JlIlent-The formation of a Line from Column. 

D"J,iu!!iu!I Intercal-The interYal between contiguous 
Columns necessary to enable them to form Line. 

Dejl/Ii-The space occupied by a body of troops from 
front tu rear. 

Directing Burl!! 01' Unit of Direction-The body on which 
the direction, pact', and alignment of a Line,or the direction, 
pace, amI relati n~ position~ of the several parts of a Column 
or EdlPlon depend, e.!I., Company of Direction, Directing 
~ection, etc. 

Dis/fll/CIc-The space between men or bodies of troops 
from front to rear. 

Dr~s8ing-The act of t,aking up an alignment correctly. 
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Flunk or Flanks-The side of a Line or Column. The 
right fl,tnk is on the right of the troops composing it, the 
left flank on the left of the troops composing it. 

Frontage-The space occupied by a body of troops from 
one flank t.o the other. 

Inclining -A movement by which a unit simultaneously 
gains ground and Ill)WS t,) a flank whilst maintaining the 
general direction parallel to the original alignm.c:nt. 

Interval-The lateral space between men or bodies of 
troops from flank to flank . 

.J{ arkers -Serrefiles(3upernumeraries )el1lployed in certain 
cases to give bases or mark points on which to march. 

PlLce.-A measurement of distance. It equals 30 inches 
for this purpose. 

Pcwe.-The rate ofSpee I (for drill) 
A man marches 

In quick time 100 yds. a minute = 3 miles 720 yds. an hour 
In double " 200 yds. a minute = I; miles 1440 yds. an hour. 

Parade Line-The line on which troops form for review 
and from which the reviewing officer is received and 
saluted. 

Parade ,Movements-The movements laid down for the 
inspection of a regiment or body of troops. 

Passing Line-The line on which troops march past 
at a review, and at the centre of which is the reviewing 
officer's post. 

Serre file (Supernumerary)-An officel" N.C.O., or man 
detailed to march in rear of a Section or Company. 

')1 ..... y 
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Unit of Direction-See Directing Body. 

Trheel-A movement by which a body of troops brings 
forward a flank on a pivot.. Thus on the command" Right 
Wheel" the troops wheel to the right. If the command 
"Right \Ybeel" or "Left Wheel" is preceded by the 
caution" Moving Pivot ", the Pivot man and flank of the 
troops \V heeling describe an ace of a circle whilst gradually 
chan~ing direction. 

~ECTION n.-POSTS AND POSlTIONS OF 
OFFICERS AND LEADERS, ET(\ 

Bl'igadir·r-- \Yhen his Brigade is working, where he can 
be::;t supenise it alJcl carry out his work. On Parade, in 
Line, Mounted, 1:J paces in front of the centre of the 
Com manding Otlicers j on Foot, 1:J paces. 

ComllUUlClill[! OJ{icet·-\Vben the Battalion is WOJ king, 
where be can he~t supervise it and carry out his work. 
\\'hen the Battalion is drawn up on parade, in front of the 
centre of officers, :\iount"d, U paces distance j Foot, 1:J 
Flees distance. 

Second in COIilIilf1nd- \\'hen the Battalion is working, 
where he can h('st as-i.~t the C. O. On Parad~, Battalion 
in Line, Colullln, or ;\Iass-lln the right flank in line with 
the :-;e,·tioll Ll'atil'rs. :\lount6d, 3 paces clear of the right 
flank; Foot, :J paces clear of the rigb..t flank. 

Jdjlll'(I1I- When the Battalion is working, where he can 
best assi~t r,he C. O. On Parade, Battalion in all forma
tions-oll right rear of C. (). at-Mounted and Foot-2 
paces di,tance. 
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Company ('aml/wnde/"-",,'hen the Company is working, 
where he can best supervise it and carry out his work. On 
parade, in Line or :\Ltss-on the centre of the Company at 
2 paces in front of the Leaden. Quarter column, on right 
flank. 

Company Second in Command- \Vheh the Company is 
working, where he can best assist the Company Leader. 
In all formations, in rear of the right of tile Company or 
leading portion of it at ~ paces distance. 

Section Leader- \Vllen the Section i~ working, where he 
can best supervise his Section. On Parade, in Line, (double 
line) -in front of the right man of the leading Eight of his 
Section, 2 pacps distance. In Column on the right of the 
head of hi, Section at ~ paces. 

Eight Leaders -Sectiun in line, (double line), Leading 
Eight Leaders in front of the right cen.tre man of their 
Eights at 2 paces distance j Rear Eight Leaders in rear of 
the second man from the right of their Eights at 2 paces 
distance. Column of Fours-In front of their respectiYe 
Columns of Twos, at; ~ paces distance. Culumn of Twos
In front of their respecti ve Columns of Ones, at ~ paces 
distance. 

The Battalion Serjeant-Jf(lju/" acts as the Battalion 
marker, assisted by a serrefile. When the Battalion is in 
Line, or Line of Company Columns, he will be in rear of 
the Company of Direction j when in Column, on the outer 
flank of the leading Section. 

Machine Guns, Cyclists, Pioneers, Band, etc., on parade, 
6 paces from the left flank of the Battalion, covering each 
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other from front to rear in the following order-(a distance 
of :l paces between each detachment) : 

Machine Guns; 
Cyclist Sections; 
Pioneers; 
Signallers; 
Drummers; 
Band; 
::'IIules, \Vagons; 
Stretcher Section. 

SECTION IlL-INTERVALS AND DIS-
1'ANCES. 

Tnten'als are measured--From hand to hand. 
[Jistances are measured- From heel to toes. 
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(a) Intervals. 

Formation. 

Line Between :'lien, 6 inches. 
" 
" 
" 

(normal) 
(normal) 

" (normal) 
Line of Company 
Columns (normal) 

:'II ass 
Line of Quarter Col

umns & l\Iasses (nor
mal) 

" 

" Sections, nil. 
" Companies, 3 paces. 
" Battalions, 30 " 
(exclusive of Band and Staff.) 

" Brigades, 30 paces. 

" 

" 

" 
" 

Companies, 

Companies, 

Battalions, 
Brigades, 

Frontage of all 
the rear Sections 
of the Company 
pi us 3 paces. 

3 " 

30 " 
30 " 

Column of Fours.-No intprval between Columns of 
Twos. 

Column of Twos.-X 0 interval between Columns of 
Ones. 

All intervals can be increased or r~duced for special 
reasons. 
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Formation. 

Sections in Line. 

Open Column. 

B<1tt"lion 
Quarter-Column 

Oolumn of Bat
talion (~uarter 
Columns or 

16 

(b) Distances. 

Bl't\\"l'L'll. 

Leading and 
rear of eights 

of Sections. 
One body to 

another. 

00ll1panieR. 

2 paces. 

Such a distance that a 
w heel to ei ther flank would 
hring the Oolumn into Line 
with the proper Line inter· 
yals, or such other intervals 
as may be ordered. 

6 paces. 

:\Iasses. Battalions. 30 paces. 

Column of Ones. Fromoneman 
to another 

Oolumn of Twos. Fromtwomen 
to two men 

Oolumn of Fours. Fromfour men 
to four men 

Column of Sections. 

1 pace. 

1 pace, 

2 paces. 
Such a distance that a 
wheel of the heads of Sec
tions to either flank would 

" Oompanies. bring theOolumn into line 
with the right intervals. 

Distances hetween different arms marching, 30 paces. 
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SECTION IV.-RECRUITS TRAINING. 

Discipline. 

The first and great lesson to be taught the soldier, 
whether he be officer, non-commissioned officer or private 
soldier, is respect for Military Authority. He cannot too 
soon be impreEsed with the fact that unhesitating obedience 
to orderE, never failing punctuality, and a respectful 
demeanor towards his :\Iilitary superiors are indispensable 
in all armies. His conduct should be such as to make him 
thoroughly reliable. There should be mutual confidence 
between the commander and the commanded, the one con
fident that his orders will be implicitly carried out, the 
other equally determined, come what may, to carry out his 
orders. This means Di'icipline-a state without which 
armed men are not a soldiery but a rabble which cannot 
be relied upon either in peace or in war. 

The "Salute" is the outward sign of respect for 
authority. It is used in the Army of every nation. It is 
gil-en not to the individual but to the commission which 
has made the individual a superior officer amI as such 
representatiYe of His Majesty's authority. 

The" Sltlute" is performed as follow~: The right hand 
is raised smartly to the forehead, palm to the front, fingers 
extended, point of the forefinger one inch aboye the right 
eye, elbow in line and nearly square with the shoulder. 
After a pause the hand is cut away. 

Squad Drill in a Single Line-

The purpose of Squad Drill is to train men as soldiers, 
and to fit them for their places in the ranks. 



PART I. 18 

A Squad may consist of any convenient number of men 
formed in a single line. 

The rifle will be carried at most drills by the Instructor, 
and at all drills bv the Instructed, unless otherwise ordered. 

The Instructor must always carry a whistle. 
The Instructor, whether officer or non-commissioned 

officer, must bear in mind that good result is the object in 
view, that to bring that about he must adapt himself to 
the intelligence of hi~ men, must make allowance for their 
different capacities, and at the same time must be clear, 
firm, and concise in his instructions. 

TIl<' S'1uad falls in in Sin:';'le Line, each man being 
allowed the space of 30 inches. 

Telling off the Squad. 
The Squad will number from the Right. 
\Vhen numbering, each man will turn his head to the 

next man and at once turn it again to the front. 
"Even numbers prove." "As you w\.'re." 
"Odd numbers prove." "As you were." 

To prove, extend the disengaged Drm. 
On the command" As you \Vere," drop the hand to the 

Nide. 

Position of Attention. 
When st'llldinL( at Attention the heels are in line and 

closed; toes turned out so tl:at the feet may form an angle 
of .j,S degrees; knees straight; hips drawn back; chest 
advanced; arms hanging easily from the shoulders; head 
erect :tnd eyes look; ng straight to the front. 
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Kneeling Position. 

When kneeling, the weight of the body shoulJ rest on 
the right heel; left foot about a pace to the front of the 
right toe; left fore-arm behind t.he left knfle. 

Lying Down Position. 

\Vhen lying down the stomach i~ on the ground; head 
and eyes to the front; body oblique to the front, legs 
separated. 

Marching-Length of Pace and Time. 
In quick time the ordinary length of pace is 30 inches; 

stepping out, 3:3 inches; and in double time it is 40 inches. 
In quick time, 1 ~O paces-equal to 100 yards-are 

taken in a minute, making the rate 3 miles and 7::0 yards 
an hour; and ill double time 180 paces-equal to 200 
yards-in a minute. 

In marching, the soldier must maintain the erect position, 
with the weight principally on the fore part of the feet. 
In quick time the disengaged arm ~wings naturally from 
the shoulder, and mO\'es forward with the opposite leg, but 
should not be moved across the bodv. The movement of 
the leg should be free and natural. • 

The Stand at Ease. 

Keeping both legs straight, carry the left foot about ten 
inches to the left, at the same time raise both hands 
behind the back above the buttocks, and grasp the right 
hand with the left. 
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Marching in Single Line. 

Before the Squad is set in motion rifles should be sloped. 

On the caution" By the Right," (or" Left ") the man 
on the named flank will be given an object to march on. 

Un the command "Quick March," all step off together, 
the ,.;uiding man marching on the object pointed out to 
him, and the remainder preserving their dressing and their 
intPl'val by him. 

TIlt' readiest way tv teach men to march is to make them 
mark time frequently by the command" ::\Iark Time," and 
to move them on again by the command "Forward." 
'\vh n marking time the feet are raised altel'llately about 
six inch"s by benJing the knee, but without moving 
forward or backw;lrd. 'Yhen marking time the men 
should he taugbt the" Turnings." 

Dressing. 

To dre~s means to straighten-to get men exactly level. 

On the commalld "Hight Dress" each man glances to 
the right, but without bending the body, and moves 
gently forward or bue].;: lI'ard until he can just see the lower 
part of the face of the second man from him, hut being 
careful t:J presene the interval. When dressed he looks 
to the front. 

The Instructor should fix upon ~ome distant object on 
which to dre8s the line. If the first three men are 
accurately dressed the others wiP easily be brought into 
line. Dressing to the left will be taught in the same way. 
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The Turnings. 
A Squad when marking time and marching will be 

practised in turning. 
The command to turn to the right is "Right-Turn" ; 

to the left, " Left-Turn"; half-right, " Right-Incline;; ; 
half-left, " Left-Incline"; and to the right about, 
" About-Turn." 

Changing Step. 
To change step two paces are taken in succession with 

the same foot. 
The Halt. 

On the command" Halt" the soldier completes the pace 
and ceases to move. 

The Double March. 
Tn the double mnrch the toes, and not the heels, touch 

the ground, the hands (or the disengaged ('ne) are raised 
as high as the waist. The body is thrown more forward 
than in the quick march; otherwise the same rule applies 
to both. The recruits should be practised in changing from 
the quick to the double, and from the double to the quick, 
on the commands" Break into double time-Double," and 
" Break into quick t,ime-Quick." 

The Diagonal March. 
The Squad will be taught to move diagonally on the 

command" Right Incline," on which each man will incline 
as ordered, the man on the right marching on the object 
selected for him, and each of the others preserving his 
relative position. If this march is properly performed the 
squad when turned in the original diret tion will be on a 
line parallel to its original position. 
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Changing Front or Direction. 
A Squad in single line will be taught to wheel to the right 

or left. For example :-
1. Frum the Halt.-On the command "Right \\-heel

Quick March," the man on the right of the Squad will 
nnrk time and turn gradually to the right, the remainder 
will step off together, the man on the left or outer flank 
glancing inwards and stepping the full pace of :30 inches; 
each of the others will glance outwards and regulate his 
pace according to his di,tance from the inward or pivot 
flank ma,n, being careful to preselTe his interval from that 
flank and ut the same time not move in front of the wheel
ing flank. In short the ~qu;ld is to move so that all shall 
be brought tn the new alignment togeth~ r, as a gate 
swings on its hinges. 

The c'1mmand "Forward" or "Halt" may be given at 
any period of the wheel; then the S'juad will move for
ward or halt, a~ the ca~e nlay be, and the men will take 
up their dressing by the point to which they dressed before 
wheeling. 

The Squad will wheel to tIll' left in like manner. 

Extending. 
A Squad will be taught to extend-that is, to increase 

the intervals between lllen in the following manner :-
On the command" From the right (or left) to--paces 

extend," the lllan on the named flank will move on, and will 
guide, the n'llIainder will incline from him and double, 
each one resuming the original direction and pace, and 
dressing by the guiding flank as soon as he has gained the 
named inter"a!' Extensiol'.:3 may be made from the centre 
on the same principle. 
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Closing. 

A Squad in extended order will be taught to close-that 
is to reduce t.he intervals between men, in the following 
manner :-

On the command" On the right (or left) close," or on 
the command "On the right (or left) to--pace~ close," 
the man on the flank named will move on; the remainder 
will incline towards him and double, each one resuming the 
original direction and pace, and dressing by the guiding 
flank as soon as he has closed or has gained the new 
inten-al. 

Closing on the centre is done on the same principle. 

SEC'IlON V.-ORGAKIZATION. 

Eight men and a Leader ale in the following organization 
recognised as the base on which everything else is built. 

The Company ii:l recognized as the most important 
administrati\'e and tactical unit. It is composed of Sections, 
each Section having it~ Leader. Each Section is composed 
of two Eights, each Eight having its Leader. Each Eight 
is divided into Twos or two men. The number of Sections 
in a Company is limited only by the strength of the Com
pany. The strength of Companies should be fairly equal 
in a Battalion. 

Sections should always, if possible, be raised from the 
same locality, and be composed of lllen who know one 
another and like serving together. 

In addition to its strength of IS as above, each Section 
will have a permanent serrefile belonging to it and workincr 
with it in the field '" 
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Including its Leader and serrefile each Section will con
>list of ~I) for work in the field. Besides this number 
every Section may bring to camp two extra men to till its 
own vacancies. These men with other supernumeraries in 
a Company may be formed into provisional Eights or Sec
tion,s for work in the field, or may act as serrefile~. 

Eights in a Company should always be kept up to 
strength so that not more than one Eight in a Company is 
below strength. An Eight need not necessarily be broken 
up for the temporary absence of a man, but if it f<,118 
below seven it must be either filled up or broken up. 

If it is necesRary temporarily to break up a Section owing 
to its weak strength, it should be reconstructed again as 
,~oon as possible. 

Each Eight \\ill work together in quarters, camp and 
fiL'I'], and be known by t,he name of its Leader, thus-
";-\l'rgeallt. Stuart's Eight." 

A Two, or two men will always work together in 
quarters, camp and field, and should not be broken up 
during their sel'\'ice in the Company unless under excep
tional circumstanees . 

. \ Company Lf'ader will be a~sisted in his work by the 
:-I('l'<llld Senior Ofiil'C'r wb" will be Second in Command of 
the Comp<tny. He will under the Company Leader 
('xf'rcise gf'neral supervision, and when occasion requires, 
may command portions of the Company. All ranks not 
forming part of the Fie'd strength of Companies will be 
utilized by the Company Leader to the best adyantage for 
carrying out the work of the Company. 

Facilities must be gi ven both in Companies, Sections and 
Eights for the training of i-econds in Command. 
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~'-'TE.-The main object' «,nsiclered ill the fore:,:"illt! '''~,'niza
tion are :-

(a) To keep ~ectiom, up to a certain tlelinite strength '" that when 
" ,~ection is onlered tu undertake a eertain ,luty, s" lllany rifles 
t!" out to do it, for an enemy is beaten not. b.l· name., but ),y rifles. 

(bl To facilitate the creation of l<ir~e numbers of subordinate 
Leaders bv the establishment of slIl,dl c'ulllLllands, antI till!o make it 
easy to deal \1 ith large numbers of men who Im"e comparittil'ely 
little training. Eight men constitute the minimum numher with 
which it is possi))le tu carry out satisfactorily any cOll',i,lemhle 
amount of sell1i-indepetHlent work. In fralllingthe duties "j Infantry 
in all ib hranches in this .:\l<inual, the utilization of eight men a11<.1 a 
leader has been ,wailetl of to the fullest possible extent. 

(l") It is Illoreoyer obl'ions that in lllakitlg a small cUlIlmand a 
fixed nUlllber of men, great ,l"istaw.·e will be'gi\"en to L",,)el·.' in 
learning their ,,·ork. If a leader has L'"mllwlI,J",1 his eight men 
skirmishing, has disposed hi.' eight men ill the proper manner "s 10 

portion "f an ~-\,]qll1ce(1 Guanl, has <lisp"""'] his eigllt men "S a part 
of an OUljlO,t ~~heme, always \\'orkill~ with eight 1I1ell on certain 
well detined lilies, <is part of the military machill€, he will relllelULel' 
on other OCCHs.{Jlb that he did such and such \\ ork with ei,d,t Illell 
alltl will therdure he ),eltl'!" "hIe to ,10 it again; \\'hcl'e;s if he 
commall<letl three men one day. iil'c Illell another, rtwl "J on, he 
\\"onhl, the probaLilities are, n«( know exadly what to ,j" ,\"hell 
'wcagioll Hruse lllliess he ha,l studied Inilitar)" principle, far more 
,leeply than the majority lOt Le,,,le ... , of .,mall units lia I'e the "pv'r
tunity of ,l(,i",,: in the lilllite,j time <it their tli,p"sal. 

SECTION VI. -FORMATIONS AND DRILL. 

The Section in Line. 

A Section, or 16 men is said to be in Line (double line) 
when one of the EigMs of which it is composed is in a single 
line, covered by the other Eight, at 2 paces distance. 
Whichever Eight happens to be in front is th(· leading 
Eight, and whichever Eight happens to be in rear is the rear 
Eight. 

3 
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The Company in Line. 

A Company is said to be in Line when all the Sections 
of which it is composed are in Line, and are also in Line 
with one another at no interval. 

On the command" Quick March," or the signal of the 
Company Commander, the whole Company moves off 
together, the general alignment and cohesion of the 
Company being secured by the Leaders ma.rching on the 
same alignment, and at the proper intervals. 

The Leader of the leading Eight of the centre or right 
centre Section, termed the Directing Section, is under his 
Section Leader responsible that the correct pace and 
direction are maintained. The other leaders march at, a 
uniform rate, and by an occasional glance align themselves 
on and take their intervals from him. 

The Company Commander indicates to the Directing 
Section Leader the direction in which he is to cunduct 
his Section. 

All Leaders, while looking principally to the front, are 
to watch for any signal the Cumpany Commander may 
make. The Company Cummander should attract the 
attention of Section Leaders by whistle. 

Extension. 

Extension is usually made from the centre of a named 
Section aftel' the interval has been obtained between 
Sections. 
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The Leaders maintain the alignment and interval, the 
men dressing to the centre of their own Eights. On 
closing, the Eight Leaders and men incline towards the 
named portion I)f the Company. 

Any change of direction ordered by the C.:;mpany €om· 
'mander, when the Company is extended, should be carried 
out gradually by the Directing Section, due regard being 
paid to the !Jace at which the outer flank will ha\'e to move. 
The other Sections will conform rapidly but in an orderly 
manner, being careful to retain their proper intervals. 

The Company in Column of Sections or 
smaller Bodies. 

The march of each body is conducted on the same 
principle as the march in Line, the Eight Leader of the 
leading Section being responsible to his Section Leader 
for the pace and direction. 

A column can change its Direction by wheeling the head 
of the Column. Thus:" Head, Hight (or Left) Wheel," 
or "Half Right (or Half Left) \\·heel-~Iarch." The 
)eading body wheels.: the l'ern'linder whed in succeRsion 
on arriving at the point where Lhe lea ling body whef>led. 

Forming a Section on Parade. 
Eights will be told off from Right to Left. 
" Even Numbers, Pl'Ove." " As you were." 
"Odd Number,;, Prove." "As you were." 
"Flanks of Eights, Prove." "As you were." 
"No. Four, Prove." "As you were." 
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The One and Two, Three ancL Four, Fi \'e and Six, 
Seven and Eight, of each Eight will be told to keep 
together and work together. Thus-when all eight wheels 
" Twos Right," the right of each Two turns to the right 
and the left man wheels on him. When it wheels" Twos 
J.eft," the left of each two turns to the left" and the right 
man wheels on him. As Twos always work together any 
temporary inversion of numbers will have no effect. 

Positions of Leaders of Eights :-The Leader of the 
Leading Eight i~ in front of No. Four at two paces dis
tance; the Leaqer of the Rear Eight in rear of the 
second man from the Right at two paces distance from 
him. 

:-:ectiolls will b.e formed of two Eights covering one 
another at ::l paces distance. 

A Section in Line . 
. "76;343:l1 

Leading Eight 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

8 i 6 5 { 3 ~ 1 
Rear Eight 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Formation of Column of Ones. 
A Column of Ones or a single Line of men in Column is 

formed by the advance of the leading Eight.of a Section in 
a Column of Ones from or to the Right (or Left), followed 
by the remainder of the Eight, followed again by the Rear 
Eight of the Section in a similar manner to the leading 
Eight. In moving to a flank the leading Eight of a Section 
moves straight to the flank named, followed by the rear 
Eight of the Se.:::tion. 
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Formation of Twos. 
Word-" Advance by Twos from the Right." 
The right man of the leading Eight advances to the 

front, the right man of the rear Eight getting up level 
with him on his right, or the leading and rear Eights can 
each break into a Column of Ones to a named flank. 

If the advance i~ from the left the left lnan of the 
leading Eight advances, the left man of the rear Eight 
getting up level with him on his left, etc., etc. 

N oTE.-The Leader of the Right Column always directs. 
Distance between men -Such a distance that a turn 

either way will form the Ei~hts in Line (double Line) at 
;$0 inches a man fronta2'e. 

Section advancing by Twos. 
o (, 

:-:/6543"1, 
o 0 0 0 n 0 (I 0 

:-:/6;i-J.3 C'l 
o 0 0 (J 0 0 J 0 

Having described huw Columns of Ones and Twos are 
formed, following on is shown-How Fours are formed 
from a Section, and how the3e Fours iorm t(, the Front 
and Rear, to the Right and to the Left, 

Formation of Fours. 

A Column of Four.~ consists of the leading Eight anJ 
the rear Eight of a Section, in par,tllel Columns of Twos. 
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The word to a S(cti, ,n or other body wight be -"Advance in 
Column of Fours from the Right (or Left)" on which the 
Leading Eight and the Rear Eight of the Secti, ,n would 
break into a Column of Twos, toward~ the front, the lead
ing Two of the Rear Eight getting up parallel with the 
]IC'ading TWII of the Front Eight. 

rx OTE.-Heacl of the Right Column always directs.] 

(Ir tIle word might be-" Right (or Left) Form Fours," 
on which both Eights would wheel ., Twos Right" or 
" Twos Left." 

[The Left Twos clres~ on the Right Twos. Head of the 
Rigllt Column always direct,.) 

The Section in Line, having wheeled" Twos 
Right into a Column of Fours," ("ide Plate 1.) 

Distance jJetween Fuurs-

,'"'ucl! a distance that a wheel of Twos to either flank 
will bring the Section into Line, eyery illan occu
I'ying .30 inchp~. 

Plate 1. 

c y. =: -' c .... C I';> 

=: -1 =: :"'1 =: -~ '- -- y. =: -, =: .j.... 0 I';> -
- -1 C :,-, - 0 ~~ 0 ...... 
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A Section in Fours forming Line to the Front. 

W ord-" Front Form Section." 
L N oTE.-The Left Eight always forms in front of the 

Right Eight, and the men of each Eight always form on 
the left of the leading men of the Eight to which they 
belong.J 

(a) 1st Phase. 
(6) 2nd Phase. 
(c) 3rd Phase. 

Section in Fours-- Front Forming SectlOn-
.;.;; 

.;.;; ..0 
bll »9 

";ll ~ 
~ 

(b) 2J',2/1 
(j U 0 0 
4 3 4 3 
000 0 
6 5 6 5 
o 0 0 0 
8 7 8 7 
o 0 0 0 

-'" 
+> tJJ .... 
a:> ~ ....:: -

(a) 2 1 :2 1 
000 0 
434 3 
o 0 0 0 
656 5 
000 0 
8 7 8 7 
000 0 

The Section formed in Line-

(c) 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 
o 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
8 7 6 5 432 1 
Q 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
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A Section in Fours forming Line to the Right. 

'Yord to Section-" Right Form Section." 
On this word of command the Twos of both Eight, 

wheel to their right and form. 
(0) 1 st Phase. 
(11\ 2nd Phase. 

:-4PCtiC.ll in Fours-

la)21')1 
(\ 000 
4 3 -! :: 
o 0 0 0 
6 ;) 6 ;". 
o 0 0 0 

000 0 

Section facing Right-

(b) C l.:l C L':' 

o~ ~ ...... 
0 ...... c .... 
C" Ow 

0:-' O~ 

o ~1 0,:;( 

crx C v-' 
0-'1 0-'1 

[N OTE.-As the nUmbel"S become inverted in forming 
Lin<' to tilt" Right tL'1ll a Column of Fours, Eights can be 
renumber~d, but this will seldom Of' necessary. By odd 
and even numbers always remembering they work together 
in pair'S, confusion is impossible. If Fours form to the 
Right, tht" right ruan of a Two turns to the Right, and 
th,> left hand man wheels on him. If FJurs form to the 
Ll>It, the left hand man of the Two turns to the Left and 
the l'i~ILt hand man wheels on him.l 
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A Section in Fours forming Line to the Left 

'Yord to ~edi(IIl-" Left Form Section." 

On this word of I";ommand the Twos of both Eights 
wheel to their left and form. 

~ectioll III Fours- Secti"ll facing Left. 

(al :l 1 .") 1 \b) .- = ~O 
0 0 0 (I ";, ::;, Cl ,~ 

4 3 4. 3 '. = ""~ 
(l 0 0 0 ....,. = ...,.0 

6 .S f~ ~J L:: - 1::- = -
0 0 (I 0 <= = <=0 

E- I ,-< I ,- = t- 8 

0 0 0 0 Y.. - x,·~ -

A Secti~n in Fours forming Line to the Rear. 

"'-ord to Sectiun-

" About Turn." 

Word to Secti')Il after turning about-" Front Form 
Section." 
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The left Column of Twos (formel' Right Column of 
Twos) will form in front of the Right Column of Twos 
(former Left Column of Twos). 

(a) 1st Phase. 
(11) ~nd Phase. 
(c) 3rd Phase. 

Section in Foul's- Section in Fours facing for
mel' Rear and Front For
ming Section. (a) 2 1 2 1 

000 0 
4 :) 4 3 
000 0 
(j fJ 6 5 
I) 0 0 0 
.'"' i :3 7 
o 0 0 0 

(b} 0 0 0 0 
2 1 2 1 
000 0 
4 3 4 3 
o 0 0 0 
6 5 6 5 
o 0 0 0 
8 7 8 7 

o 0 
8 7 

,.- ,.' 

(c) The Section formed-

o 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
:3 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 

o 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
8 i 6 5 4 3 2 1 
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• In Formations to the Rear, it must be remembered that 
when men turn about toward~ the rear the fonne'r rear 
becomes the front, and all formations are then made as if 
to a front. The former left hecomes the right, the furmer 
right the left. 

Line Formations. 
There are two Line Formations-" Line" (double line) 

and" Single Line." 

Description of a Line :-A Line is composed of one 01' 

more lots of eight men coyered by the sallle number of 
Eights at 2 paces distance. The words "Double Line" 
would more correctly describe the formation, but to avoid 
unnecessary words the word Line is used. Eights can be 
at nornlal or increased distances from each other. If 
there is more than one Section the leading line uf each 
Section must be in line with the leadin~ line of the Direct
ing Section, and similarly the real' line of every :-;ection 
must be in line with the rear line of the Directing Section. 

Description of a "Single Line n :-A Single Line is 
formed of a single line of men-thus, the two Eights of a 
Section in line with one another would be a Single Line, 
and would often be used skirmishing, .tc. 

Assembly Formation of a Oompany. 
A Company will fall in on its own parade in Line or 

Column--One Section Front, or Column--Two Section 
Front-and will if possible, form Line before joining the 
Battalion on parade. 

Distance between Section,:-
,Yhen in Column the distance between Section" will be 
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such that a wheel of the component parts of the Column 
to the left or right would bring the whole into Line 
(double line) with the correct intervals. . 

Assembly Formation of a Battalion. 

The Assembly Formation of a Battalion will be either 
in Line, or Column Section Front or Two Section Front, 
or in Quarter Column of Companies, or in ~Iass. 

A Quarter Column. 

A Battalion in Quarter Column consists of a Column of 
Companies, each Company in Line covering the Company 
in Front. 

Distance between Companies, 6 paces. 
Interval between Sections, Nil. 

A Mass . 

• -\. Battalio~ in Mass consists of a Line of Companies 
each in Column, Section Front (Two Section Front can be 
ordered). . 

Interval between Companies, 3 paces. 

Line of Battalion Quarter Columns or 
Masses. 

Consists of a Line of Battalions each in Quarter Column 
or MaRs. 

Interval between Battalions, 30 paces. 
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Column of Battalion Quarter Columns or 
Masses. 

Consists of a C6lumn of Battalions each in Quarter 
Column or :\Iass at such a distance between Bat
talions that a wheel of the head of each Battalion 
would bring the Column into Line of Battalion (~uarter 
Columns or :Jlasses at the normal intervals of 30 paceo • 

Line of Company Columns. 
This formation consists of a Line of Companies, each 

Compally in any desired Column formation, usually Column 
of Sections. Unless otherwise ordered, the normal interval 
between Companies, the one from the other, will be such 
that if the word "Form Line" was given, each Company 
could form Line (double line) to the front, and there would 
be the correct interval of 3 paces between Companies. 

An increased ur reduced interval can be ordered between 
Companies or Battalions, and men can take any ordered 
intenal. 

'Yhf'1l Infantry advances through wooded 01' broken 
country, it may often occur that the country i~ so difficult 
that progress can only be made by Companies mo\in~ in 
Columns of Fours, Twos, or eVf1n Ones. 

Description of a Column. 

A Column consists of successive bodies of men of any 
desired breadth, such as: One Front, Two Front, Four 
Front, Section Front, Two Section Front, Half C)mpany 
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Front, Company Front, Battalion Front, or any other 
frontage required, L' nits can be formed at normal or any 
named distance from their front, The word would be, for 
example, .• Form Column of Fours"; •. Form Column 
~ection Front" ; "Two Section Front"; ,tc., &c. 

A Column of Twos. 
C"m~ists of t\\ 0 parallel Columns of Ones from the lead

ing and re:lr Eights of a Section. 

A Column of Fours. 
Consists of two parallel Columns of Twos from the lead

ing and rear Eights of a Section. 

A Column of Sections. 
Cl)nsi~ts "f :-led ions in a Column, each Section in Line, 

that is to say, the leading Eight of each Section is in a 
.'iin.!.(l,> line covered by the rear Eight of the same Section in 
a sitl~le line 

Distance between :-Iectiuns-
:-;uch a distallC'P lliat a wheel to the right or left of the 

head" of Sections would bring the whole Column into Line 
(dou ble line) with the correct intervals. 

A Column of Companies. 

Eacl, Company in Line and covering the Company in 
front 

Di~tance between Companies-Such a distance apart 
that a wheel of the Companies to the right 0\' left would 
bring all the Companies into Line with the correct intervals, 
viz :-3 paces between Companies. 
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Increases of Front. 
Increases of Front of a Column up to and including a 

Section are made by men forming on t.he left of the leading 
men of the Eight to which they belong. 

Front forming Sections from Fours or Twos. 
The head of the Left Eight always gets in front of the 

head of the Right Eight when forming. 
Increases of Front of a Column to its former rear will 

be made by men first fa~ing their former rear and then 
proceeding as above; 

Increases of Front above Sections. 
All Increases of Front above the formation of Sections 

will be canied out on the following principles: 
If there are two bodies only, the rear body fot'ms on the 

right of the leading body. 
If th-re are three bodies, the body next the leading body 

forms on the right, the body next to that on the left. 
If there are more than three bodies, the Increases of 

front will be carried out so that when completed the lead
ing body shall be the centre of the new formation if the 
number of bodies is uneven; or the right centre body if 
the number of bodies is even. 

On the above principles-
Sections will be formed into a Company. 
Companies will, when formed, be formed into a 

Battalion, 
Battalions will, when formed, be formed into '" 

Brigade. 
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Example of Increase of Front. 
_\. Company of 6 Sections in Column of Sections receives 

the command" Front Form Company." 

Plate. II 

Decrea ses of Front. 
Decrea.ses of Front wi ll be drawn from the right or left 

Df Brigades, Battalions, Companies, Sections, &c., as desired. 
In decreases of front the ha lf Company or half Bat tal ion 

from which t he decrease starts should move off first , 
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Sample Commands for Moving Troops. 
The commands" Quick l\1arch" and .' Double U are used 

to moye men. 

The command" Halt" stops a movement ,: and the com
mand "Halt-Dress .. ~top' the movement and causes the 
body to dress on the alignment. 

The command" A.bout-Turn" changes the front, 

To form a Column, the command is: "A.d vance in 
Column of ........ ," naming the kind of Column and the 
flank from which it is to move. For example, "Second 
Oompany, Advance in Oolumn of F0urs from the right; 
Quick-March"; "A.clnmce in Column of Sections, No. 
- Compal y leading." 

Changes of Direction. 
Lines 0<' Columns of small frontage change direction by 

the Wheel, thus -" Head, Right 'Wheel;" "Head, Left 
·Wheel." 

Lines and Columns of large frontage by the caution 
"Moving Pivot, Right Wheel;" "}Ioving Pivot, Left 
Wheel," on which order the whole body wheels to the 
named flank-the Pivot flank describing tne arc of a 
circle. On the conclusion of a wheel the word" Forward" 
is given. 

All units changing position can, if desired, break into 
Oolumn of Sections or fours in the required direction and 
form on the body nearest to the required direction, 
the whole formation when completed facing the required 
direction. 

4 
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General Notes. 

Though a Section in ordinary formations of mano,uvring 
or assembling is '.li~posed in two hahes-one half Section 
comDlamll·d by a leader, followed by the other half Section 
commanded by a leader, this formation must not bp, con
fused with a real' rank, as each half Section or Eight will 
have the largest po:ssible amount of independent action 
whenever necessary. 

It must be dearly understood that though certain for
mations and certain drill movements are necessary for the 
propf'r working and movement of troops w hen not actually 
fighting, these formations and this drill are but a means to 
an end, i.e., the placing of men in the fighting lille rUfes in 
hal/d. On no account, therefore, must too much time be 
taken up oyer the exact intricacies of drill movements, 
which might bl·tter be emplo.p'el preparing men for what 
they mm;t do when face to face with an enemy. 

In the execution of any movement each unit is to be led 
to its position by the sh()rtt'.~t routes. Leaders should 
practise llHul(1'uvring their Illen by signal only, especially in 
extended formations. There must at all times be a com· 
plete ab:sence of noise and confusion; distances and inter
vals mus' be correctly kept from the unit of direction; 
wl1t'els must be accurate:)" made, words of command dis
tinctly gi \-en, anel cohesion and steadiness preserved. 
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PLATE III. 
A COMPANY IN LINE 
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PLATE IV. 
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SECTION VII.-PRINOIPLES OP PIELD 
MOVEMENTS. 

The relative positions of Sections and Companies may be 
changed at any time, provided Sections keep their Eights 
together and Companies keep their Sections together. 

The leading Company in a Column is alwa~s the first 
Company, the next second, and so on throughout a Bat
talion. The Right Comrany of a Battalion in Line is 
always the first Company, the next Company the second 
Company, and so on. The same rule applies to the Sections 
of a Company, which are numbered within the Company 
as Companies are numbered within the Battalion. 

The Directing IT nit in "Line ", "Line of Columns" or 
,< :\Ias~es" is always the Centre or Right Centre unit unless 
othel'wise ordered. 

In Open Column the Centre of the leading body directs, 
in (~uarter Column the Right of the leading body. 

The Leaders of the Directing Unit dress on one another, 
the Leader of the directing unit leading straight in the 
desired direction, the other Leaders dressing on him. 

Tn Echelon and when inclining, the flank Company on the 
hahd towards which the movement is made is the Company 
of Direction. 

In Direct Echelon, the leading body directs. 

Before wheeling a column into line to a flank the Com
pany Leaders, if not already there, should be brought to the 
Hank on which the formation is to be made by the com
mand "Company Leadt1rs Right (or Left)." 
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In ordering any Formation towards Front, Flanks or Rear, 
the direction towards which the Formation is required 
must precede the order. Thus, if a Battalion is in Column 
of ~ections and it is desired to form the Battalion in Line 
to the Front on the right or left of the leading Company, 
the word of command would be-" Line to the Front on 
the Right or Left ", ., Line of Company Columns to the 
Front on the Right or Left". If the formation is required 
to the Right or Left Flank the word of command would 
be preceded by the caution to the" Right" or "Left Flank" 
thus :-" To the Right Flank, Line of Company Columns". 

In formations on the move in which Companies have to 
traverse unequal distances, the base body continues the 
pace, and the rest complete the formation at thfl double; 
if, however, the Battalion is already moving at the double, 
the base body will check to the" quick ., until the forma
tion is completed, the rest continuing the pace, until 
aligned on the base body. 

When movements are executed from the halt, the leader 
of the base Company will when necessary cause his 
Company to move up a sufficient distance to give the other 
Companies an opportunity to form. 

In formations of Line or Line of Company Columns as 
a general rule, each Company will be halted when it 
arrives in line with the rear line of Companies already on 
the alignment, and will dress up. (Note.-It is easier to 
dress up than to dress back.) 

Advances in Direct Echelon should, as a rule, be made 
from the flank which is secured or protected; the exposed 
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flank being refused i.e. the last to ad vance; similarly, 
retirements in Echelon should be made from the threatened 
flank. 

A Line of Companies in Column Formation (Line of 
Company Columns) is a useful formation for field moye
ments. The advantage of this formation is that it is 
easier to handle on l)roken ground than a deployed line, 
while still preserving the alignment; it also enables 
Companies readily to turn obstacles and obtain such cover 
from fire as the ground affords; men also can be easily 
extended when under fire or on bad ground. 

:\Iass, on account of its combining flexibility with com
pactness, is a useful formation to employ in manceu vre 
when the adoption of a clos~ formation js necessary, 

If, in retiring before an enemy, it be wished to threaten 
his advance by constant rifle fire, the movement might be 
execu ted by succesi;li V6 Companies. 

In order to pt·epare Battalions for working with others 
in Brigade, they may occasionally be exercised in move
ments they would have to perform in Brigade, the other 
Battalions being represented by flag, or skeleton Companies. 

Brigade Movements. 
Brigade_ Movements will be executed on the pdnciples 

laid down for the Battalion. 

It is a general rule that Battalions will be formed first, 
and afterwards brought up into the general alignment. 
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In Bl'igade Movements, great latitude is allowed to COUl

manders in manffiuHing, Battalions must moye into the 
required position with rapidity, and not devote too much 
attention to details of regimental drill, 

When the Brigadier's general order is giyen by signal 
only, Battalion commanders will repeat the signal, which 
will be at once acted upon by the Company commanders. 
If the brigade order is conveyed verbally, Battalion com
manders will repeat it before giving the words requil'ed for 
the movements of their respective Battalions. ' 

Company commanders repeat the Battalion words of 
command, as in Battalion movements, but do not repeat 
the general brigade order. 

When the order of the Brigadier is not distinctly heard, 
or understood, each Battalion commander will conform as 
quickly as possible to the general movement. 



PART 11.-TH E RI FLE AN D ITS USE. 

~ECTION I.-CARE OF THE RIFLE. 

The soldier should handle his rifle with as much care as 
he does his watch, and specially he should see that the 
sights ['('cei yp no treatment that will ill any way derange 
or in.iure them. 

It must be thoroughly cleaned the moment firing is 
finisht'd. On no account must it be laid aside before this 
has b .. 8n done. \\' ater must never be used in the cleaning 
and no hard substance, such as emery or sand paper, should 
ever ),e applied to either the inside or the outside of the 
rifle. The proper material to be used in cleaning is rifle 
oil or mseline applied with IJ piece of flannelette two 
inches by four inches in size, and the bore should be kept 
moistened with rifle oil or vaseline. 

The rifle should n8\'er be used for carrying a weight; 
and the soldier dlOuld ne\'er take it to pieces. The sights 
shoule! ]Je carefully protected when the rifle is not in use. 
The main .~pring should never remain compressed except 
when the rifle i'l loaded. 

For description and names of parts of the rifle, See 
Plall's. 
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SEOTION H.-RIFLE EXEROISES. 

The positions, other than firing positions, in which the 
ritle is held are as follows :- * 

The Order. 

At ., The Order n the butt rest,:; on the ground, toe of 
the butt to the front, in line with the right toe, the barrel 
is pressed into the hollow of the right shoulder, and the 
rifle is held with the right hand near the lower band, 
thumb to the rear. 

The rifle i~ held in this position when soldiers fall in 
with arms, and as much as possible when they are halted. 

The Trail. 
At' The Trail" the rifle is held horizontally at the right 

~iclp, at the full extent of the right arm, muzzle to the 
front; the right hand grasping it at the" Balance." 

\\~hen Troops move in open formation (extended order) 
they carry the rifle at "The Trail," as that is the most 
suitahlp for rapid motion from cover to cover. 

The Slope. 
At "The ~lope" the rille rests on the left shoulder, 

magazine uutwards, muzzle pointing straight to the rear, 
the left hand grasps the butt, two first joints of the fingers 
outsifle of the butt, thumb about an inch above the toe, 
elbow close to the side, fore-arm horizontal. 

... For PIa tt', .... of till" \'n ]'inll'-' Pn ... ·;jrioIP', vide InHtl'uctional Placard for the 
('all:Hliall ~Iilitia, Hltl~t .. Till' riMe and it:::; ll . ..;e." 



THE ORDER. 



TIlE STAND AT EASE. 



THE SLOPE. 



THE PRESEl:'T. 



THE TRAIL. 

4a 



TIlE SnORT TR AI L. 



THE GROUND ARMS. 
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The rifle is held in this position when soldiPt's move in 
close formation, when passing or addressing an officer, and 
when standing preparatory to the" Present Anlls.'· 

The Present Arms. 

At the" Present Arms" the rifle is held perpendicularly 
in front of the body, tr:e left hand grasping it below the 
back·sight, thumb between stock and barrel; the right 
hand holding the" Small;" hollow of the right foot against 
the left heeL 

Thi8 is the position of "Salute)' or compliment. It is 
used on ceremonial occasions such as reyiews and guard 
mounting, but never by the indiyidual soldier except when 
on duty itS a sentry. 

The changes of the rifle from one position to another are 
made as follows :-

To Trail from the Order. 

On the command" Trail-Arms" cant the rifle smartly 
upwards, grasp it with the right hand at the "Balance," 
and bring it to the" TraiL" 

When troops standing at the" Order" in open formation 
are ordered to march, they will, of their own accord, 
" Trail" arms on the first pace; and when moving at the 
"Trail" they will" Urder" arms as they halt. 

Short Trail. 

At the Short Trail the rifle is raised about three inches 
from the ground, the barrE,1 kept close to the shoulder. 
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Use of the" Short Trail." 

If standinC!; with ordered arms, and directed to close to 
the right or left, to step back, or to take any named num· 
bel' of paces forward, men will come to the" Short Trail" 

To Order from the Trail. 

On th(' command "( )nler-Arms," by a bend of the. 
wrist bring t,he rifle to the perpencliculat· po~ition and place 
it at the" Order" 

To Fix Bayonets. 

()n the command" Fix-Bayonets, " draw the bayonet 
with the left hand and fix it as smartly as possible. 

To Unfix Bayonets. 

On the command" 1 ~ ntix-Bayonets," place the rifle be
tween the kn('('s, magazine to the front; unfix the bayonet, 
return it to the scabbard, and come to the" Order." 

T.) fix bayonets when marching, bring the rifle to the 
" Trail," muzzle inclinerlypwa rels ; d ra wand fix the bayonet 
with the left hand and then come to the" Slope." 

To Slope from the Order. 

On the command" Slope-Arms", cant the rle up with 
the right hanel, seize it with the left at the lower band, and 
with the right at the" Small," make a slight pause, then 
place it at the "~lope," make another pause, thFm move the 
right band to the side. 
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When troops standing at the" Order" in close forlllation 
are ordered to march, they will, of their own accord, "Slope 
Arms," the first motion being performed with the first pace, 
and each succeeding motion as the left foot touches the 
ground. 

To Order from the Slope. 

On the command" Order-Arms," smartly sink the left 
hand to the full extpnt of the arm and seize the rifle with 
the right near the lower band; make a slight pause, then 
place thf\ rifle smartly, but gently, at the" Order." 

Troops moving at the" Slope" will, of their own accord, 
"Order" arms on the command" Halt." 

To Present Arms from the Slope. 
On the command" Present-Arms,'· grasp the" Small " 

with the right hand, make a slight pause, then carry the 
rifle to a perpendicular position in front of the body, sling 
to the left, left hand on the stock, wrist on magazine, 
fingers pointing upwards, and thumb opposite the mouth; 
make another pause, then come to the " Present Arms." 

To Slope from the Present Arms. 
On the command "Slope-Arms," bring the right heel 

forward in line with the left, at the same time place the 
'rifle at the slope, the left hand grasping the butt j make a 
pause, then move the right hand to the side. 

Changing Arms. 
On the command "Change-Arms," the rifle, if at the 

slope, will be shifted to the opposite "houlder; if at the 
trail, to the other hand. 
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Securing Arms. 
On the command" Secure-Arms," the soldier will place 

the breech of the rifle under the left arm pit, the knob of 
the bolt to the rear. 

Slinging Arms. 
On the command "Sling-Arms," the soldier will pass 

heae) and right arm between the sling and rifle, the sling 
passing over the left shoulder, and the rifle, muzzle up
wards, hanging diagonally across the back. 

Grounding Arms from the Order. 
()11 the command" Ground-Arms," sink the body with

out m.win!!; the feet, place the rifle on the ground, magazine 
t" the right, right hand ill line with t.he toe, make a pause, 
then come to Attention. On the command "Take up 
Arms," men will take up arms and come to the" Order." 

Rest Positions. 
·When men are in any of the firing positions. and it is 

desired to re,t them, the command "Rest" will be given, 
when they will assume any position which gives ease. They 
may, if they wish, place the rifle on the ground, guard to 
the right. 

Inspecting Arms on Parade. 
On the comtuand, "For Inspection-Port Arms," cant 

the rifle, muzzle leading, with the right hand smartly 
across the body, guard t,o the left and downwards, the 
barrel crossing opposite the point of the left shoulder, and 
meet it at the Sllme time with the left hand close behind 
the backsight, thumb and fingers round the rifle, the left 
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wrist to be oppo~ite the left breast, both elbows close to 
the body. 

Pull out the cut-off, open the breech and grasp the butt 
with the right hand, immediately behind the bolt, thumb 
pointing to the muzzle. 

vVhen anllS are inspected at the "Port" only, as in 
inspecting a section on parade, or for the purpose of ascer· 
taining that there is no cartridge in the rifle or magazine, 
each man, when the officer or non-commissioned officer has 
passed the man next to him, will close the cut·off and 
breech, press the trigger, order arms, and stand easy. 

On the command, "Ease-springs, Order "\.rms," cloEe 
the cut-off and breech, press the trigger, and return the 
right hand to the small, then, holding the rilie firmly in 
t,he left hand, pass the right smartly along the rifle and 
seize it at the lower band and come to the "Order." 

Examining Arme, 

If it be necessary to examine arms, as before ball prac
t.ice, &c., on the word "Examine Arms," the men will 
come to the Ready Position with the muzzle of the rifle so 
inclined as to enable the officer to look through the b1trrel, 
the thumb nail of the right hand being placed in front of 
the bolt to reflect light into the barrel. 

The officer will look through each barrel to see that it is 
clean and free from rust. \Vhen the officer has passed the 
men next to him, each will clo~e the cut-off and breech 
press the trigger, order arms and stand easy. 

5 
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Ceremonial with the Rifle. 

The men being at the order :-
Words of Command :

"Fix Bayonets" 
"Slope Arms" 
" Present Arms" 
"Slope Arms" 
"Order Arms" 
" '(; nfix Bayonets." 

SECTION IlI.-THE BAYONET. 

To deliver a bayonet thrust: 
The Section will be drawn up in line (Eights covering one 

another at 2 paces distance). On the word" For Bayonet 
Practice Prepare," the rear Eights step back two paces. 
On the word" March" odd numbers of leading Eights step 
forward four paces, and even numbers of rear Eights step 
back four paces . 
. On the word" Eng'age," bring the rifle to the" Ready" 

at the same time drawing back the right foot not less than 
13 inches, standing upright and firm on the ground, knees 
well bent and forced apart. On the r:ommand "Thrust," 
deliver the point as high as the breast by forcing the rifle 
out to the full extent of the left arm, at the same time 
incline the body well forward and straighten the right leg, 
both feet to be kept flat on the ground. Return to the 
"Engage." * 
~The thrust can be rlelivered in the direction of the obje~t, down, 

up, right, left, etc. 
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On the command" Order Arms" come to that p03ition,. 
Qn the command "Reform Lines" the lines are reformed, 
on the command "~Iarch" the rear Eights step forward 
two paces. 

SECTION IV. 

RIFLE FIRING.-IX~TRUCTlONS AND C01\l
~IANDS. 

The most important part of the soldier's work in the 
field is good shooting. Yictory mainly depends upon that. 
"Good shooting" does not mean rapid shooting, or the ex
penditure of a certain amount of ammunition in a given 
t,ime. It means fire deli vered with care, skill and good 
judgment, and under proper control-Fire Discipline. With
out these there will be a regrettable waste of ammunition 
and the desired result-the outmatching of the enemy
cannot be obtained. The following instructions, then, 
should be studied and practised continually. 

The term "fire unit" is applied to any body of troops, 
however small, who5e fire is controlled by the executive 
command of a leader. It is never applied to a body 
stronger than a Company. 

" Collective" fire means that which is delivered by a 
number of men coliected together, their firing being con
trolled by a commander, and the term is applied to both 
Independent and Volley Fir:ng. In both cases the dis
tance and the object are named by the Commftnder. In 
Volley Firing the men of a unit fire together, and by word 
of command. In Independent Firing, after the command 

5~ 
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" Commence," each man fires in his own time, indepen
dently of the others, and continues loading and firing till 
ordered to cease. 

" Indi \'idual Firing" is the term applied to fire which is 
not controlled or directed by a leader j for example, that 
which is performed by the individual at target practice or 
when skirmishing. 

The rates of fire are three-" Slow," "Rapid ", and 
" '\f agazine," and they apply to Independent Firing only. 
The rate of Volley Firing is at the Commander's discretion. 

" Slow" fire is that which is ordinarily used by the 
soldier when firing independently. It should be delivered 
with the greatest deliberation, and with the most careful 
attention to aiming at '" specially selected object. 

" Rapid" fire is the highest rate, which, llaving regard 
to accuracy, can be obtained when single loading is used, 
but it should only be employed when the objects are 
numerous and much exposed. 

" .\lctgazillo' fire should be employed only when the cir
Cllmstaw'p-; call for an extrnordinary effort, and permit an 
overwhelming concentration of fire at comparatively short 
ronge. 

The command" :'IIngazine," "Rapid," or "Slow" will 
when j'e'juired, precede the order to open fire; or it may 
be given to change from one rate to another. 

\Vith " Rapid" and" Magazine" fire quick aim is essen
tial, hut hurry, and consequent waste of ammunition, must 
be a voided, and the trigger must be pressed firmly, and 
without jerking, directly aim has been obtained, and 
not before it has been obtained. 
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"Cease Fire ".-A long, shrill whistle is the signal for 
ceasing fire. The command for it is "Cease Fil'e." On 
this signal the rifle must at once be brought to the 
" Ready," if not already there, and will be unloaded; and 
should be examined by the leader when time permits. 

The Rifle at Fixed Sight. 
The command" Fixed Sight" means that the firer i, to 

set the sight for 500 yards; but it does not follow that 
the commander has judged the object to be at that dis
tance. 

Fixed Sight is used for any distance generally up to 500 
yards, and is employed to avoid a.ltering the sights when 
the distances are changing so rapidly as to prevent any 
attempt at greater accuracy. An example of such an 
occasion is when an enemy is advancing rapidly, and it is 
necessary to meet him with the largest possible fire in a 
limited time. With fixed sight aim should be taken Itt the 
feet of the object. 

Firing-both Volley and Independent-is practised in 
four positions-standing, kneeling, sitting and lying down, 
and in each the rifle is held in two positions-the" Ready" 
and the" Present." The" Ready" is the p:)sition in which 
the rifle is loaded and the sights Itdjusted; and t.he word 
" Ready" is used as the command to load. The" Present" 
is the aiming position; and in V olley Firing the word 
" Present" is the command to aim. 
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SECTION V.- RIFLE FJRING POSITIONS. 

The following Plates show the position of the rifle at the 
" R eady " and" Pre, ent " when firing standing, kneeling, 
and lying clo wn. The" Present " sitting is also shown. 

READY, !::lTAND IN G 
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P RESENT, STANDING. 
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PRESENT, KNEELING. 
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PRESENT, S ITT I NG. 

The detail a nd the commands for loading and 
firing in the various positions are as fol
lows :-

On the com mand "Ready," bring the rifle to the 
" Heady " posi tion, open the breech, put in a cartridge, 
and close the breech. 

" Ready." 
On being told the distance, adjust the sight accordingly. 
" At -- Hundred " (o r " F ixed Sight.") 
On the object being pointed out, look at it and prepare 

to aim at it, being careful to expose yourself no more than 
is necessfl,ry in doing so. 

" N o. 1 Target " (or some other suitable mark). 
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On the command "Present," comA smartly to the 
" Present" and aim at the mark. 

" Present." 
On the command "Fire," press the trigger, make a 

momentary pause, and again come smartly to the" Ready" 
position. 

" Fire." 
The command" Fire" should be given smoothly but with 

decision, avoiding all hurry or hesitation. The c.ommander 
must keep his attention fixed on his men,. and give this 
command when he considers a sufficient time has been 
allowed to obtain aim and the men are steady. He must 
glance at the object when he gives the command <, Fire," 
and should then watch the effect of the volley and correct 
the elevation and direction if necessary. 

The commands" Volley, Ready, Present, Fire," should 
be repeated aB may be considered necessary to secure handi
ness in loading and aiming j and rt'cruits should frequently 
be brought back from the" Present" to the" Ready" by 
the command" As you were," in order to establish accuracy 
and facility in thc motions, but not to ensure the 1lI0tions 
being performed in exactly the same time by all. 

Instead of the command" Volley," &c., the words may 
be-" Independent., At (object), At (distance), Commence," 
on which each man, in his own time and independently of 
his comrades, will load, aim and fire, and continue loading, 
aiming and firing until fresh orders are given, such as, 
"Cease Fire," "Unload," "Rest." 
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SECTION VI.-THE SAFETY CATCH. 

To engage or disengage the Safety Catch, the commands 
will be as follows :-

"Raise-Satety Catch." Place the right thumb on the 
cocking. piece, raising the Safety Catch with the second 
joint of the forefinger. 

"Lower-Safety Catch." Place the thumb on the 
Safety Catch and press it down wards. 

The Safety Catch will be raised before movement, and 
by all men w hose arms are loaded or magazines charged. 

In the case of troops armed with rifles which are not 
provided with Safety Catches, the command "Unload" 
will he given before moving from a firing position. 

SECTION VII.-MAGAZINE FIRE. 

Charging and Uncharging Magazines. 

On the command" Oharge Magazines," or " With (here 
stftte number) cftrtridges charge magazines"-Come to the 
" Ready" pointing the muzzle upwards. pun out the cut· 
off (fir:>t pressing it downward with the thumb), open the 
breech, Ifty in the full number of cartridges (pressing each 
down with the thumb), and press in the cut-off. 

Care must be taken that the pressure of the thumb on 
the last cartridge inserted is maintained until the cut-off 
has engftged over the cartridge. 

Close the breech, press the trigger and bring the rifle to 
the" Ready." 

Then, "Order-Arms," or other commands. 
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If desired, the magazine may be withdrawn for charging, 
the cut-off remaining closed. 

Uncharging Magazines. 

On the command" Uncharge )lagazines "-Come to the 
"Ready," pointing the muzzle upwards. Seize the maga
zine with the left hand, place the thumb of the right hand 
on the top of the bolt, press the magazine catch with the 
forefinger, withdraw the magazine with the left hand, and 
place it, opening to the right flat against the under part 
of the fore-end, close to the guard, holding it with the 
fingers of the left hand, thumb over the bolt. 

Then turn the barrel over t,o the left, right side upper
most, and with the r.humb of the right hand push out each 
cartridge from its basE', returning it to the pouch. 

Replace the magazine, turn the barrel upwards and 
bring the rifle to the " Ready." 

Then" Order-Arms," or other commands. 

Notes on Oharging Magazines. 

Men should also be exercised in charging magazines in 
all positions, in the intervals between firing. 

Accidents in charging magazines can only occur through 
neglect of the instructions. A fruitful source of danger is 
the neglect to maintain the pressure of the thumb on the 
last cartridge until the cut-off has engaged over it. This 
action must be specially watched in teaching recruits, and 
insisted on at all times. 
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Magazine Independent. 

On the command" Magazine, Independent, Ready,"
each man assumes the position ordered, pulls out the cut
off and opens and closes the breech. 

" At-(object.") 

" At-(range)." 

" Commence "_as in single loading. Other commands 
as required. 

SEOTION VIII.-NOTES ON FIRING OOM
MANDS. 

The skilful control and direction of the fire are dependent 
on systematic accuracy of commands, and on the correct 
method of conveying orders, otherwise the intentions of 
the commander cannot be properly communicated, and 
mi~t[Lkes and loss of power must result. Slowness in open
ing tire never arises from the completeness of orders, but 
rather from inaccuracy, uncertainty, and hesitation on the 
part of the leaders. 

In applying the drills of the firing exercises, it must be 
kept in mind that whilst accuracy in words of command is 
at all times of the first importance, no more should be 
given than are actually required, and there should be no 
undue repetition. If changes are required 'in description 
of fire, in objective, or in sighting, such changes must be 
specified, but otherwise original orders stand good. 
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The follov.iIlt;' are examples :-
(a) A line "i "kirmish"rs adqlllcin:..: l~ ordereu to open 

independent fire at 1,0011 yards. The executive commands 
are:-

"Independent, Reacty, At(object)At 1,000,-,Colllmence." 
The subsequent command throu::;hout the advance is 

"Commence," chans,· of si::htin:..: and objectin· being order· 
ed only when required. 

In such a case the firing positions are never named, each 
lllan takin:; up the position on haltinS', that is best adapted 
to the ground. 

II,) A body tirin:; \'olleys at 1,:;00 discontinues tire and 
is directed to reopen ,'olleys at the,ame object at I,JOO. 
The cautionarv command is_I. ~\t I,JOO Continue." The 
executi"e cominancl i'i-" H,·ady, At 1,400, Present," ",c. 

Although the principle of complete control mu~t never 
be lost sight of, both lpailer, and men must be trained to 
think and act for thcmsel \'C', in situatiulls where c0ntrol of 
fire has ceased; or where it is evident that fire can be 
opened with efiect, but where orders have not j'('<lched 
them. Exercises must be improvised ha\'ing this training 
in view. By the gradual withdrawal of lencl,·I" the men 
should at times be left free to advitllL'e and keep ul' the tire 
without orders, their methods and fire action bein:..: 'iu] ,. 
sequently cri ticised. 

There are many occasions when it is impracticable to 
give the normal orders for fire. Thus, for example, a bod!' 
of men under cover is )'Ioquired to take up an extended 
front under fire, and it is important that those first in posi
tion should open a rapid fire to cover the movement of th(' 
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remainder. In such conditions previous general instruc
tions as to action must take the place of fire commands, 
and the leaders must subsequently resume general direction 
and control. 

Again, the normal mathods of passing orders and the 
complete detail of commands may o()casionally be dispensed 
with, for the purpose of accustoming men to use their own 
judgment. Thus, fire at an object suddenly appearing for 
a limited time, should be opened by the nearest commander 
on the spot, the order "Independent, At (object)," being 
sufficient, the men being left to themselves as to position, 
sighting, use of magazine, &c., and their action being sub
sequently criticised. 

SECTION IX.-PRINCIPLES OF RIFLE 
SHOOTING. 

To acquire even <t reasonable skill in shooting, attention 
must be paid to the established rules, as well as to practice. 
Noone can become a reliable lllarksman on Sen ice unless 
he understands the general principles which underlie scien
tific mu~ketrj, a,ppreciate'i the difikulties under which 
firing has to be carried on, knows how t.hese difficulties 
may be overcome or lessened, and is a good judge of dis
tances. To assist the soldier to this knowledge the follow
ing elementary instructions are furnished :-

For the purpose of killing and wounding, a bullet is 
used. To drive the bullet to its mark-perhaps a mile 
away-a powerful explosive is employed; but no explosive 
-however great its propelling power-is sufficient entirely 
to O\'ercome the forces which act upon every body when it 
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is m~ving through the air, namely: gravitation, which 
draws the body to the earth, and air, which impedes its 
forward flight, and which, when in motioll, (wind) challges 
its direction. Those forces prevent the bullet from going 
straight to its mark. The bullet does not follow the line 
of sight-the imaginary line running straight from the eye 
to the object-nor yet the line of fire-the imaginary 
straight line which is an indefinite continuation of the 
bore. On the contrary, the bullet. in its flight describes a 
curved line termed the "trajectory". So if a bullet be 
propelled from a tube (barrel) which has its bore absolutely 
parallel to the line of sight, it must of necessity fall below 
the point of aim, or, which is the same thing, hit the ground 
somewhere between the firer and that point. To counter
act these influences, then, it is necessary to arrange the 
" line of sight" so that it shall not, be parallel with the 
bore of the rifle; in other worus, to give elevation-that 
is, to elevate the muzzle in such a way as to direct the line 
of fire to a point above the mark-and at the same time 
not to interfere with the sighting or aiming. The further 
the object, the higher must be the elevation. 

With the modern rifle this elevation is both secured and 
regulated by fitting it with an adjustable back-sight grad 
U!tted to a certain number uf yards and in some cases also 
a dial sight for the extreme ranges. Thus is accomplished 
but with scientific accuracy, the purpose ",hich is sought 
when a person throws a ball or shoots an arrow from a 
bow. In order to reach the mark he gives the missile 
an upward tendency, and the farther the object the higher 
must the curve be above the line of vision. 

It will readily be seen, then, how necessary it is to exer
cise care in adjusting the sights, and to alter the adjust-

6 
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ment at every change of distance. Without such adjust
ment accuracy of fire is impossible, and the soldier, in such 
a case, might as well be armed with the old Brown Bess of 
one hundred years ago. Indeed, careful adjustment of the 
si~hts is no less important than the loading ann aiming. 
And it must be undel'stvod that "Adjustment of Sights" 
does not mean merely changing the slide from one line to 
another on the leaf. It means placing the slide at the 
numher which corresponds exactly to the known or the 
supposed di~tance of the objPct. 

Tn adjusting the sights it must not be forgotten that if 
a wind is blowing from the front the bullet is thereby im
peded, and that. the elevation must then be for a greater 
distance than the actual distance, and that if it is blowing 
from the rear, the speed is increased, and then the eleva
tion must be for a le~s distance than the actual distance. 
If the wind is blowing from the right, aim must be taken 
to the ri!.!;ht: if from the left, aim must be taken to the left. 

The foregoing remarks on elevation point to the need 
for knowing the distance, a.nd for learning how to judge 
d istallces. 
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SECTION X.-JUDGING DISTANOES. 
Distances may be ascertained by means of a range finder 

and by trial shots or volleys. As time and circumstances 
do not always permit of these methods, it is desirable that 
the soldier should be trained to judge fOL' himself j and 
especially should officers and non-commissioned officers who 
have to direct the firing strive to acquire proficiency in 
rapidly and accurately judging distances. 

It is diffIcult to lay down definite rules for the judging 
of distances. It Ehould be ~ ufficient to say that a person 
may 800n become skilled in the knowledge if he will take 
a real interest in it and devote a few minutes of each day 
to it for some little time. He should commence with short 
distances which can be easily measured and, therefore, 
easily proved; and he should not attempt long distances 
till he has mastered the shorter c'nes. The readiest way of 
measuring is by pacing. Therefore by selecting an object, 
and then counting the paces taken to reach it, he may 
learn much in going to and from his place of employment 
and in his walks for recreation. After a man has mastered 
the shorter distance~, the know ledge and the practice may 
easily be extended to the longer ones. 

The following are the Military terms applied to different 
ranges: 

RIFLE. FmLD ARl'ILLEHY. HEAVY BATTERIES. 
Yards. Yards. Yards. . 

Di,tnnt .... ~,()I)O to 2,000 1;,000 to 4/,(.0 10,000 to 6,000 
I,ong' . :>,IllIil tu 1,400 4,:,00 to 3':,00 6,000 to 4,000 
Etf,·"ti,,·, 1,400 to 600 3,600 to 2,000 4,000 to 2,500 
Ilt·r-isive. , , GOO and under 2,000 and under 2,500 and under 

Judging Distance by Sound. 
The system of judging distance by sound is based on the 

rate at which sound travels. For practical purposes sound 
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may be said to travel at the rate of 1,100 feet a second, 
i. e., 1,100 yards in three seconds. Between the flash (or 
smoke) of a rifle or gun, and the sound of t.he report, a 
certain time elapses. If this period of time be carefully 
noted in second~, the distance the sound has travelled can 
be calculated. To reckon the time between the flash and 
the report, it is necessary to train men to count mentally 
according to a fixed cadence, namely, eleven beats in three 
seconds. Each beat will represent one hundred yards. 

This method of judging distance is valuable at night 
when the flash of a gun or rifle is visible, and by day when 
!'ngaged with an enemy who uses black powder. It will be 
taught to all recruits, and trained men will be sufficiently 
practised to keep them efficient. 

Judging Distance by Sight. 
It should be noted that an object appears nearer than it 

really is --
1. vVhen the sun is behing the observer, or generally in 

bright light. 
2. When its colour differ~ from that of the background. 
3. When seen over water, snow, or level ground. 
4. In the clear air of mountainous localities. 
Objects appear further off:-

1. When the background is similar in colour. 
2. When seen over- a valley or undulating ground. 
3. \\'hen the object is in the shade. 
4. When seen in a failing light or through a mist. 
5. When seen but partially. 

Judging Distance by Shots or Volleys. 
This method is of value when the ground in the vicinity 

of the objective is of a nature to show the strike of bullets 
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and when there are no very distracting influences such a 
effective opposing fire. 

Trial shots or volleys will be fired with the elevation 
for the estimated range, the results being watched with 
field glasses. 

The distance and the nature of the ground must determine 
the volume of fire required and the point on which it should 
be directed. This point may be the actual objective, 
or any ground in its vicinity which is more suited to show 
the ~tl'ike of the bullets. The greater the difficulty in 
observing the fire, the larger must be the number of rifles 
used. 

In firing trial shots or volleys at long ranges it is diffi
cult to determine the actual distance of the strike of 
bullets over or short of the object j the sight should there
fore be usually raised or lowered not less than 100 yards 
at a time until the object is enclosed between two volleys, 
the one over, the other short. The next volley should r..e 
fired with the mean of the two elevations, and any slight 
correction be made subsequently. 

Rules for Aiming. 
1. The back-sight must 1>e perfectly upright. 
:2. The left eye must be closed. 
3. Aim must be taken by at once aligning the sights on 

the mark, the tip of the fore sight being in the centre of 
and in line with the V or shoulders of the notch of the 
back-sight; with the bead sight, aim must be taken by at 
once aligning the ;;ights on the mark. The whole of the 
bead but no portion of the neck should be seen in the centre 
of the V. 
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4. The trigger must be pressed by a squeezing motion of 
the fore finger and thumb, without any movement of the 
hand, eye, or arm, until the spring is released, and t.he 
breathing must be restrained when aiming and pressing 
the trigger. 

SEOTION XL-SNAP SHOOTING OR FIR
ING AT MOVING AND VANISHING 

OBJECTS. 

After having become fairly proficient in shooting at 
stationary marks, men should practise firing at moving and 
vanishing objects, that is, in rapidly covering a mark and 
at once pulling the trigger. This should be practised from 
cover, the man rising and exposing himself for not n~ore 
than four seconds while aiming and firing. 

Theoretical and practical instruction in these exercises 
will be afforded to all recruits during the firing exercises. 
Trained soldiers must be exet'cised as often as is necessary 
to keep up efficiency. 

Firing at Moving Objects. 

Men must be instructed to aim first on the object, then 
following it sideways to carry the aim a little in advance; 
how much in ad vance depends on distance, rate of move
ment, and on the direction taken by the object. In aiming 
at an object moving directly or obliquely towards or away 
from the firer, allowance for elevation must usually be made 
by aiming lower or higher. 
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The following may be taken as a general guide in firing 
at moving objects :-

The bullet travels about 500 yards 
" " " "1000" 
" " " "1500" 

Aim should be taken :-

m 1 second 
"3 " 
"5 " 

About 1 foot 
" 2 feet 
" 3 " 

4 " 

in front, per 100 yards, at a man walking 
" "" "dou bling 
" "" at a horse trotting 
" """" galloping 

Men must be practised in aiming higher and lower, 
without moving the slide, on objects advancing and retir
mg. 

Firing at Vanishing Objects. 

In aiming at an object which appears and disappears, 
the rifle should be brought to the shoulder on its appear
ance, and aim t:1ken as rapidly as possible on the lower 
part. 

Experience in South Africa showed snap shooting to be 
a most effective mode of firing in the field. An expert 
game shot is nothing else but a first·class snap shot. Men 
should pract,ise in peace what they would have to do in 
war. For example, a patrol on service, all expert 
game or snap shots, meet a patrol of an opposing force, 
who are not expert at snap shooting. The advan· 
tage of attention to these matters will be .evident when 
both patrols answer their names at roll call that night. 
Indeed it is quite possible that the lJatrol which was learning 
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to soldier in war time instead of in peace time may hat'e 
been completely wiped out even before they got their rifles 
up to the Present. 

SECTION XII.-SKIRMISHING. 

Signals. 

Signals are to be employed in manceuvre as much as 
possible, the whistle being used to attract attention. 
When. drilling by signal the Instructor will see that 
soldiers look at once to him on his whistle sounding 
and remain looking at him until he has given his 
signal. 

Advance or Forward- Arm swung over the shoulder 
from rear to front, finishing with the hand pointing to the 
front. 

Reinforce-Arm swung from rear to front as in under
hand bowling. 

Retire-Arm circled above the head. 
Halt-Arm raised perpendicularly above the head with 

the hand open. 
Incline-Body turned in the required direction and arm 

extended horizontally at the same time. 
Change Direction or Right (or Left) Wheel. Circular 

movement of extended arm, horizontally in line with the 
shoulder, in the required direction, swinging the body 
round at the same time. 

In order to prevent the Change Direction being mistaken 
for the Advance it is important that the hand should be 
kept level with the shoulder in the Change Direction. 
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(!uick Time-Arm raised in a line with the shoulders, 
elbow bent at right angles, fore-arm vertical, hand 
clenched. 

Double-Clenched hand moved up and down, between 
thigh and shoulder. 

*To e,l'tllncl,-(a). Extend both arms horizontally in line 
with the shoulders, hands open (to indicate an extension) 
then drop them to the sides. (b) Raise the right or left 
arm in the direction to which the men are to extend. If 
the men are to extend outwards, i. e., from the centre, 
raise both arms horizontally in line from thE> shouldet's. 

To close.-Raise both arms horizontally bringing them 
together in front of the chest. Then indicate the direction 

'as in (b). 

Lie Down.-The open hand lowered a few times, from 
the height of the waist towards the ground. 

Rise.-Two or three slight movements of the open 
hand (palIn uppermost) upwards. 

Enemy ~n sight.-In small numbers. -- Rifle held hori
zontally over the head. 

" " In Porce.-Rifle raised and lowered 
rapidly. 

No Enemy in sight,-The rifte held up perpendicularly 
at the full extent of the arm, muzzle uppermost. 

Running short of arnmnnition.-Rifle perpendicular, 
butt uppermost, swung with a pendulum motion from side 
to side. 

*The iuterval to which extension is to be made must be ordered by 
word of mouth. . 
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The Whistle. 
The whistle is to be used only to attract &ttentioll to 

orders or signals about to be given. To this order there 
is only one exception, namely, a long shrill whistle, which 
means Cease Fire. 

War Calls. 
(1) Charge. (2) Alarm. 
No other call~ are to be used. For the Cease Fire the 

whistle only is to be used. 

Skirmishing Instructions. 

Skirmishing is a method of advancing un an enemy in 
an extended or open formation. Each individual acts and 
thinks for himself when skirmishing, but also co-opemtes 
with his comrades as part of the military machine. It is 
essential that in this part of his training the intelligence of 
the soldier should be developed by every possible means, 
and that individu1l.1 action, subject to the control and gen
er1l.1 directions of the troop commanders and leaders of 
Eights, should be sedulously encouraged. 

Skirmishing is the all-important formation in warfare 
against a well-armed enemy. The attack is generally car
ried out by successive lines of skirmishers, who work for
ward, as far as possible uuder cover, to decisive ran;;e (600 
yards and under), then gradually merge into one another 
and push forward until they form a strong firing-line, 
enveloping, or partly enveloping tl~e enemy's position at 
the closest range it is possible to attain. Skirmishers are 
also employed to draw off the enemy's attention from 
the point where the real attack is to be pressed home. 
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Skirmishers move in single line with varying intervals, 
arms at the traiL 

Regular dressing, and keeping step, are to be dispensed 
with in skirmishing. 

Skirmishers may move at the double, in quick time, or 
even by creeping along the ground, but the pace should 
in variably be as rapid as possible consistent with accurate 
shooting. 

At drill, skirmishers will always extend at the double. 
r n all skirmishing exercises the instructor will point out 

the known or supposed position of the enemy, and will see 
that all subordinate commanders act throughout with 
reference to this position. 

Although words of command ale laid down for pre
liminary drill purposes, it is to be distinctly understood 
that in skirmishing all orders, as far as is possible, are to 
be conveyed by signal only. At .the preliminary drills, 
although word" of command may be used, they are invari
ably to be preceded by the whistle, and to b3 accompanied 
by the corresponding signal. The instructor must see that 
every man looks to him at the sound of the whistle. He 
will give neither command nor signal until they do 86, as 
it is of great iruportance that in the field all should at 
once look to the commander on the whistle sounding. 

Course of Skirmishing Training. 

The course of training should be divided into two 
parts :-

(a) Preliminary training. 
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This will be carried out on level ground as a drill, inter
vals being generally maintained, and all movements, com
mands, signals, &c., being in strict accordance with these 
instructions. 

(b) Practical application of the principles inculcated at 
drill to the various duties skirmishers may be called upon 
to carry out in the field. 

Skirmishing Drill. 

Extending. 

The extension may be made from any part of the Eight, 
Section, Company, &c., and from any formation, and any 
interval between men may be ordered. 

When in Column of Fours or Twos if a single line of 
Skirmishers-say three sections-is required to the front 
in extended order without delay, the word of Command 
would be "First, Second and Third Sections, Single Line 
to the front at --paces interval." On this word, the leading 
Section front forms in single line on the right and left of the 
heads of Eights, the rear Sections are led into their places as 
laid down fOl' increases of front, Part I, at the same time 
forming Single Line to the front at the interval named. 
When in Column of Fours or Twos it is desired to form a 
line of Skirmishers to a Flank, Sections will form in Single 
Line to the n:med Flank at the named interval between 
men, As leaders will not be in front when Skirmishing, a 
man must be named to direct. 

On the word "Close" men will close on the centre, 
right, or left from extended order. 
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Movement of Skirmishers. 
On the command" Advance," the men, if at the halt, 

will spring to attention, and step off. 
On the command "About," the men, whether at the 

hal~, or on the march, will turn about and step off. 
The instructor will see that the man or Eight ordered to 

direct moves on the given point. 

Skirmishers Movement to a Flank. 
On the command" Right (or Left) Incline," the line will 

incline and move in the direction indicated, resuming 
the original direction on the word Advance. 

Skirmishers Changing Direction. 

On the command "Ohange Direction Right (or Left)," the 
man on the flank named will turn in the required direction 
(which will be indicated by signal), and if on the march, 
will continue to move on in quick time, the remainder 
gaining their places in double time. Each man will halt, 
or break into quick time as he arrives on the new alignment, 
and the directing man will be given a fresh point to march 
Oil. 

Relieving Skirmishers. 

In relieving a line of skirmishers, when halted, the new 
line extends, if possible under cover, advances up to the 
old line, and hes down in the intervals. The old line then 
retires, under the protecting fire of the new line, and closes 
when it reaches cover or halts at a suitable distance in rear. 
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In relieving a line of skirmishE'rs while retiring, the new 
line extends a considerable distance to the rear, and each 
man selects a good po,ition. The old line doubles through 
the new, and closes when it reaches cover, or halts at a 
suitable distance in rear. 

Skirmishers Halting. 
When the halt is ordered, skirmishers will invariably 

face the enemy, real or supposed, and lie down, or if at 
preliminary training, stand easy. 

Nature of Fire to be employed by Skirmishers. 
Independent fire (see Rifle Firing Instructions and Com

mands) will generally be employed by skirmishers. Volleys 
should seldom be employed except as a means of finding 
the range, or at large and well defined targets. 

The leaf, but not the slidE', of the backsight should be 
put down before an advance or retirement. 

Skirmishers Changing Direction when Firing. 
On the order or signal "Change Direction" the skir

mishers on the right or left will turn in the direction indi
cated, lie down and continue firing. The remainder will 
run or creep up, one or two at a time, to the new alignment, 
lying down, and firing as they reach their places. 

Practical Skirmishing. 
The preliminary training having been com.pleted, on 

perhaps limited ground, the practical applicatI?n of th~ 
work will be tauO'ht over an extE'nded and If pOSSIble roug o -
country. 
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Commanders of Sections should be trained to work on 
their own judgment, any mistakes being pointed out after
wards by the Instructor. 

Skirmishing Intervals. 

These depend on the nature of the ground and the object 
of the operation. 

It must be remembered that over-extension meg·ns loss 
of contrul and loss of fire power. 

Over-extension is dangerous where counter attack is pro· 
bable, or in close country. 

The ll'n!2;th of the front must always be carefully consi
dered, beforehand, and this length of front will be a guide 
to the interval between skirmishers. 

Practical Skirmishing Instructions. 

Commanders of units skirmishing should not expose 
themselves unduly. Every leader when he receives an 
order by signal or word will acknowiedge it by a salute 
with the hand. 

Commanders of Sections will explain before the men 
ad vance the objective of the manceuvre and how' they in
tend to reach it. They will point out the target and control 
expenditure of ammunition and inform the Company Com
mander w~en it is running short. Eight Leaders will 
report all Signals and see that orders are passed along the 
line, and the orders of the Section leader are obeyed. 
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Casualties. 
In order to obtain service conditions Company, Section, 

and Eight Leaders should frequently be ordered to fall out, 
the command being taken by the next seniore, the work 
meanwhile proceeding without any confusion. 

Skirmishers will reach a decisive range often by gaining 
ground a few men at a time, or by a succession of advances 
from cover to cover.. Extensions should be made under 
cover if possible. Exposed ground should be crossed by 
rushes of 80 to 100 yards-men should lie down motionless 
until they get their wind, if in the open-Eights and Sections 
keeping to~ether if possible. Men will conform to move· 
ments of their leader, if he halts they will halt, etc., and 
contiguous Sections or Eights cover one another's advance 
by firing. Bayonets will be fixed at about 350 yards. 

Skirmishers assembling after Dispersal. 
After the assault Companies, Sections, Eights, etc., should 

be taught to assemble on their Leaders. 

Reinforcing. 
It is inevitable in the heat of battle that Battalions, 

Companies and Sections will become mixed up. It is of very 
great importance to accustom the men to such conditions, 
and to make them understand that if they use their intel
ligence and their eyes, confusion may be readily reduced 
to order. When the men have mastered the preceding 
exercises they should be practised in reinforcing to the 
front. For this purpose, two Sections may be extended 
in two single lines. On the word or signal "Reinforce," 
the rear Section will advance as directed by the commander, 

7 



PART II. 90 

and occupy the intervals in the leading line of skirmishers, 
no regard being paid to the order in which the men may 
place themselves. But great attention should be given to 
the following :-

The men, whether they received orders or not, should at 
once look for the nearest Section Leader, and place themsel ves 
under his control on arriving at the firing line. Eight 
Leaders should take charge of the men as they come up, 
and point out to them the Section Commander. 

~kirmishers should be ordered to re.organize when the 
cover is sufficient to afford a favourable opportunity, and 
the men should always be on the look out for such chances 
to rejoin their Eights, Sections, etc. 

Troops should also be practised in reinforcing the line 
by prolonging it to the right or the left. The word of com
mand (Ill' signal) would be "Reinforce on the Right (or 
Left)," on which the 8ection in rear will advance as directed, 
by its commander, and prolong the leading line to the right 
or left. 

Commanders should. improvise methods in order to train 
their men to meet quickly any particular exigency. 

Some of the following methods are suggested .-For in
stance, when in close order it is desired to occupy a posi· 
tion rapidly, show the flank men where the flanks are to 
go, the centre man where the centre is to go, then give the 
command" Outwards Extend," the Eight or Section will 
double out, open like a fan, and dividing the distance will 
occupy the position indicated. 

To change direction, or occupy a position rapidly, when 
extended. "Line that bank, (ditch, cutting, rise, etc.) 
Double.' 

If in close order" Line that bank, etc., extend." 
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Notes for the Skirmisher. 

Alertness. 

Men must alwavs be on the look-out fot' the enemy, 
for orders and sign~ls, and must be in readiness to move 
like a flash. 

Taking Cover. 

An officer or soldier showing himself may not only 
cause the loss of his own liff', and the lives of others neat· 
him, but may also betray a position, or spoil an outflanking 
movement. ~Ien must always look out for cover ahead, 
the slightest fold in the ground, a ditch, bank, tree, etc. 
They must never be exposed on the sky-line or against a 
background that shows a man up. In using cover they 
must always fire from the bottom and right of it, not from 
the top or left. 

In scrub, long grass, &c., which only gives cover from 
view, they must take special pains not to attract attention. 

Careful firing. 

They must fire deliberately and never waste a cartridge. 
They must never fire unless the mark is seen. 
They must always try to get into a position where the 

mark can be seen. 
A Section or Eight should try to concentrate its fire 
The enemy's scouts and leaders must always be picked 

off. 
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Not to crowd. 

It must be remembered that a bunch of men make a 
good target. The interval from the directing man must 
be kept. 

Quickness in Reporting and Passing Orders. 

Men must at once report to the leader, any movement 
of the enemy, and any movement or signal of their own 
units. 

Men must pass orders or information along the line 
clearly, intelligently, and at once, wit,hout unnecessary 
shouting. 

Oombined action 

Is al ways more likely to be sucessful than disjointed 
individual efforts. 

Men must keep the object in mind and co-operate with 
the rest of the Company or Section to attain it. 

SECTION XIII.-*SHELTER TRENOH 
EXERCISE. 

Instruction of Troops. 
Troops should be practised in the use of the pick and 

shovel, until they can excavate without difficulty the tasks 
allotted to them. . 

* 'When constructing trenches by night tracing tape are used to 
show the line of the proposed trench. 
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Tools. 

Each man will usually require a pick and shovel, but 
it may sometimes be desirable to allot two men to each 
task, in which case one man will carry the pick and the 
other man the shovel. 

The tools will, as a rule, be placed in heaps on the 
ground, picks in one heap, shovels in another. The work 
ing party, with arms slung, will pass between the heaps in 
Columns of Ones, each man taking", pick in his left hand 
and a shovel in his right as he passes the heaps. Tools 
should be carried at the trail, point of the pick down, and 
the hollow of the shovel towards the thigh. 

It is important that men should be taught to handle 
their tools without noise. In the event of a working p~rty 
turning to the right, left, or about, the handles of the tools 
will before turning be brought into a vertical position by 
lowering the iron part of the pick and raising the iron part 
of the shovel, resuming the trail when the turn is complete. 
When marching in Columns of Ones the handles will incline 
outwards. 

Extension.-Working parties may be extended by the 
following methods :-

The party will be extended to such interval as may be 
requirad, about 12 paces in rear of the proposed trench. 
It will then be advanced and halted, while an officer paces 
along the front, halting at the limit of each man's task. 

The men will, without word of command, turn about and 
take four paces to their rear, ground arms, take off their 
accoutrements, and lie down until ordered to begin work. 

"To avoid accidents every man must commence digging 
on the left, of his task, and work from left to right. 
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Filling in Trenches. 
It is recommended that the trenches should never be 

filled in on the day on which they have been made, but 
that a fatigue party should be sent out later for the special 
purpose of levelling them. In one hour a man should be 
expected to fill in about 40 cubic feet. 

For information on Elementary Field Engineering vide 
the Instruction Placards issued to the Canadian Militia 
1903. 
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No Military subject is of more importance than 
the framing and communicating of orders. 

To get one's intentions and plans into the minds 
of those who are to interpret and carry them out, 
with the least probability of mistake, is an art 
which requires both study and care. 

The neglect of this art has led in many cases to 
serious confusion and even disaster. The follow
ing instructions should, therefore, be studied with 
more than ordinary attention. 

SECTION I.-ORDERS, DIFFERENT 
CLASSES OF. 

Orders on service may be classified as follows :
(a) Standing Orders. 
(b) Orders of the Day. 
(0) Operation Orders. 

Each class of Orders should be framed as a separate 
document, and filed separately on receipt. 

An Order states at the beginning by whom it is issued, 
and it .. nature, e. g., "Army Standing Order by G. O. C. 
in the field," "Orders of the Day by G. O. C. 2nd Division," 
or "Outpost Orders by G. O. C. 4th Brigade." 
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Orders are signed "By Order" by any authorised 
·Staff Officer. Each subject t,reated in Standing Orders, in 
Orders of the Day, and, whenever time permits, in 
Operation Orders, will be briefly given in the margin. 

Standing Orders are issued on mobilization, and subse
quently from time to time during a campaign. Their 
object is to save frequent repetition in the Orders of the 
Day, and they vary considerably according to the nature 
of the operations to be undertaken, and the country where 
these are to be conducted. 

Every Commander will frame Standing Orders for his 
own command. 

Standing Orders affecting points of discipline will be 
read to the troops at least once a mont.h. 

Officers Commanding will ensure that units and officers 
joining their commands are made acquainted with Stand· 
ing Orders. 

Onl6rs of the Day are similar in nature to the Station 
and Garrison Orders i;>sued in peace. They are chiefly 
concerned with matters of routine. 

Operation Orders deal with operations in the field. It 
is, consequently, very important that all concerned should 
have mutual knowledge of one another's task. One Order, 
embodying the different instructions for all portions of the 
force will therefore be issued as a single document. 

In framing Operation Orders the following rules are to 
be obseTl'ed :-

The heading of the Order will contain the nature of the 
operation and the force to which it applies, e.g., "Outpost 
Orders," " March Orders," " Attack Orders," &c. 
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SECTION n.-OPERATION ORDERS
POINTS TO BE DEALT WITH IN. 

The undermentioned points will usually be dealt with in 
the sequence given. 

1. The latest information regarding enemy and neigh
bouring friendly troops (as far only as it affects the subor
dinate leaders). 

2. The aim and object oj t~e operations-The intention 
of the commander and the action to be taken by other 
portions of the force. (These need only be communicated 
as far as they affect the work immediately in hand and 
facilitate intelligent co-operation). 

3. What is required of the unit or units - This must 
be briefly and concisely stated, but no doubt should be 
left as to the wishes of the commander 'from whom the 
order emanated. 

The subordinate leaders must have instructions on those 
points that they cannot individually or independently 
arrange for the attainment of a common object. Instruc
tions for a detached body likely to be thrown on its own 
resources for some time, would be more an expression of 
the views and wishes of the commander than orders in the 
strict sense of the word. 

The name of the commander of a detached force will 
always be given in the order. 

4. The place where the Commander will be found-This 
enables reports to be sent with minimum loss of timA and 
danger of miscarriage. 
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What Orders should not Contain. 

Unnecessary Detail.-The subordinate should know 
what he has to do, but he should not be told h011' he is to 
do it. 

Vagueness of Style or Expression-Which leaves the 
subordinate uncertain as to what his leader really means. 

Ord~rs, Method t)f Communication. 

Except in cases of urgency, Orders will be issued 
through the usual official channel-thus, Orders to a 
Hatta:lion should go through the Adjutant. If this is im
possible, the sender, and when possible, the recipient of 
the Order, should inform the officer in charge of the usual 
official channel of what has been done, so as to avoid con
fusion. 

Orders will uRually be issued daily at fixed hours. At 
these hours Commanders will send an Officer to the Head
quarters of their superior. This officsr will not only 
receive orders, but must also be able to give all necessary 
information regarding the command to which he belongs, 
e. g., Strength of Units, amount of Food, Ammunition, &c. 
'" atches will also be compa,red on this occasion. 

If for any reason detailed orders cannot be issued till 
late in the evening for early operations on next day, great 
inconvenience will be prevented by the issue of a pre
liminary order notifying the time of assembly or of start
ing. The preliminary order should state when the com
plete orders will be issued. 
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1£ any important operation has to be carried out, the 
Commander should not be satisfied with merely sending 
out orders, but should assemble the officers commanding 
the higher units in the presence of his Chief Staff Officers 
and as a supplement to the orders explain to them clearly 
and simply his intentions, using his map in doing so; these 
officers will in their turn communicate their instructions 
to their subordinate leaders, also using their maps in doing 
so. 

When giving orders to their commands in the Field, 
Commanders should always especially ensure that the orders 
they give are noted by a Staff Officer, so that in case they 
are killed what has been donp. and what orders units have 
received may be known to their successor.:; in the command, 
thus enabling operations to be continued without miscon
ception as to what is going on. Likewise no change should 
be made by a Brigadier, O. C. a Battalion &c., in any 
order already given by him without informing the unit 
commander affected by it. Thus, should a Brigadiflr 
give any orders to a Company personally, he ought at 
once to acquaint the C. O. of the Battalion affected, that 
he has given such order, but it is wise as much as possible 
to avoid giving orders except through the regular channel. 

Officers commanding Briga.des and Battalions must 
remember that they cannot work without tools, and that 
they should have following in rear of them, in addition to 
their Staff Officers, enough orderlies to communicate with 
Battalions or Companies. If they go forward to reconnoitre 
a position they would creep forward with possibly only a 
guide and a Staff Officer, leaving the remainder of their 
Staff a short distance in rear out of view of the enemy, so 



PART Ill. 100 

as not to attract attention, but near enough always to have 
the mechanism of command at hanel. 

Officers Commanding Brigades or Battalions should be 
accompanied by one or more signallers who will march where 
they can be conveniently got at. 

The Spirit of Orders to be Acted on. 
Having described various kinds of Orders and the 

machinery for their communication, it is fitting to remark 
here that it is the spirit of all orders that must receive the 
most attention from Leaders, etc. Thus, Leaders must 
train their subordinates not only to work intelligently and 
resolutely in accordance with brief and often very general 
instructions, but also to take upon themselves, whenever it 
may be necessary, the responsibility of varying to some 
extent the orders they may have received, if the exigencies 
of the Se~ice require it, subject however to the following 
conditions :-

A formal order is never to be departed from either in 
letter or in spirit, so long as the officer who issued it is 
present and can see what is going on j or, if he cannot see 
what is going on, provided that there is time to report to 
him, without losing an opportunity or endangering the 
command. 

A departure from either t.he spirit or the letter of an 
order is justified if the subordinate, in assuming the respon
sibili~y, is conscientiously satisfied that he is acting as his 
supenor would order him to act if he wera pr~sent. 

If a subordinate, in the absence of a superior, neglects 
to depart from the letter of his orders, when such depar
ture is clearly justified by circumstances and failure ensues, 
he will be held responsible for such faiiure. 
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Method of Framing Orders and Reports. 
The following points for officers when writing Order!!, 

Report!", or (.ther messages in the field are to be borne in 
mind, as they are of the first importance. 

Orders may be verbal or written. 

Whenever time and circumstances allow, important 
messages should be in writing. The bearer of a written 
message should know its contents in case he loses or has to 
destroy the despatch. When a verbal order is given the 
bearer must be made to repeat it and understand its nature. 

The Field Message Book and envel9pe should be used 
when obtainable. Clear writing is of the first importance. 

Messages will be divided into paragraphs, which will be 
numbered. The Message must be followed by the Place, 
date, hour and minute of issue. It often occurs that there 
are two or three places of the same name in a locality. 
Make it clear which place you address from or refer to. 
The date should be 'Yritten thus: "15 Oct., 1902." In 
naming a night both days should be given, thl'ls: "night, 
31 Oct.-l Nov." A.M. or P.M. should always be added 
to time of day, thus: "12.05 A.M., 12.05 P.M." 

The hour of 12 to be followed by "noon" or "mid
night," thus: "12 noon," " 12 midnight." 

All names of places must be written in block capital 
letters, thus: "TORONTO," and spelt same way as in 
map in use. 

The words "rigllt," "left," "in front of," "behind," 
should never be used, but points of compass substituted: 
thus: "N.W., S.E., &c. 
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In describing rivers, "right" or "left bank" are per
missible. (Right bank of river is that bank which is on 
the right when looking down the stream.) Roads should 
be described by the names of two places on them. 

If the message refers to troops reaching a place at a 
certain time, it is assumed the head of the main body is 
meant, unless otherwise stated. 

The writer, having finished his message, should read it 
through carefully and ask himself if it is clear, and in the 
case of an order, whether it is calculated to influence the 
recipient in the way only that is intended. 

The message must be clearly signed by sender, stating 
rank, appointment, and force he is with. It closes with 
the' number of the message, name and title of person 
addressed, and the place from whence the message is sent. 

* Message, Field, Example of . . ' 
Th\· following form of a Field Message is given 

as an l'xample. 

"(1) about 50 of ene'JnY's Cavalry 2,500 yards 
north west of SMITH'S FARM. 

(2) CUl/lttry people say they are part of 18th 
Ca1Jal'ry, Simpson's Brigade. 

* NOTE-All me"ages should be numbert'd consecutively to each 
addresRee and copies h'l't. 



103 PART III. 

(3) Several half packed saddles on the f!round at 
SMITH'S FARM marked" 18th Cavalr:Ij," enemy 
evidently surprised. 

(Signature) R. BROWN, Lieut., 
2nd Fusiliers. 

Commanding Right Advanced Party, 
SMITH'S FARM. 

*No. IV. 
From LT. BROWN. To O.C. Advanced Guard. 
Place SJHTH'S FARM. Place 
Despatch 15 Dec., 190:2, Receipt 15 Dec. 1902, 

11.55, A.M. 12.15 P.M. 

FORM OF ENVELOPE. 
EXYELOPE TO BE RETURNED TO ORDERLY. 

I Despatched 15 Dec., 1902, 
I 11.55. A.M. 
Received 15 Dec., 1902, 

12.15 P.M. 

Signature of Receiver, 

Rate. 

6 miles. I X 
9 miles. 1-

I Full speed. I 

I 
R. Jones, Capt., 

2nd Fusiliers. 

I 

To O. C. Advanced Guard, 
4th Brif!ade. 

*The above message being numbered IV, implies th:tt Lieut Brown 
has sent three previous messages to O. C. Advanced Guard. 



PART III. 104 

Transmission of Messages. 

An important message should be sent by two'or three mes
sengers, ftarting at different times and by different routes. 

The sender will instruct messenger as to speed, route, 
and where to return. 

Commanding officers en route will assist in forwarding 
messages by all mE-ans in their power. 

A messenger will always be given a receipt, noting date 
and hour of receipt by the recipient. 

SEOTION IlL-REPORTS. 

The general instructions regarding orders apply equally 
to Reports. 

A Report should be short, not a word too much or too 
little, and should, if possible, be accompanied by a rough 
sketch. 

It should contain as much information as possible, the 
writer remembering that his object is to get into the mind 
of some one the true state of matters regarding that which 
the writer has seen but the recipient of the message has 
not seen. 

The Report should be clearly written. 'l'he receiver 
may have to read it by the light of a fire or bad light. 

The Report should contain facts, not fancies. If you 
report anything that is only second-hand or hearsay, say so. 

The following Points for Field Reports embrace the sub
jects which generally would have to be reported on. 
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Points for Field Reports. 
Ambushes: 

N(tture of Cover (whether bush, wall, rock, etc., how near enemy's 
line of approach, way out. etc.) 

Bivouac: 
How sheltered or conce(tled, what water, surrounding ground, 

defensibility, way out. 

Bridges: 
:\bterial, length, width of roadway, height aboye water or ground 

line, parapet (its height, material, &c.), natUl"t' of banks, number of 
arches, nature and thickness of ]Jiers, approache, at both ends, bottom, 
nearest repairing material. 

Buildings: 
Hpight, length, ~(tterial, roof, water suppl~', surrounding ground 

fences, command of ,'le\\', etc, uut-honses. 

Bush 
Extent, height, nature, thickness (how far it can be seen through). 

Canal: 
See River. 

Camp Ground: 
Extent of open ground, whetlwr flat or sloping, water, nature of 

soil, nature of surrounding country, whether commanded or not. 

C07mtry: 
'Vhether flat, undulating, hilly, open or enclosed, cultiv(tted or 

not, thickly or thinly inhabited, surface. 

Defile: 
Nature, whether comm(tnded by neighbouring ground, length, 

width, ground on near and far side, ground for flanking p(trties, etc. 

Enemy: 
Numbers, how far off, which direction, what arm, what doing. 

S 
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Ferry: 
XUlllber and size of boats, how worked, how far across, approaches, 

facilitic,; for loading. 

Fords: 
lIei'Il!. wiclth, strength of current, bottom. banks, approaches, 

boats, ,dlf'thct' ford straight or zig-zag, surrounding ground. (Safe 
dt'l'ths are 3 feet for Infantry, 4 feet for ~Iollnted Troops, ::l feet 4 
inehes for Field Artillery or Transport waggon.) 

Forest: 
Extent, height and nature of trees, paths, thickness (how far it can 

be seen through). 

Fort:; and Entrenched Places: 
Extent, situation of entrenchments, also nmterial, how armed, 

h"igltt of raml,art, depth and width of ditch, surrounding ground, 
IlI'Ie:ltl~"JllrinD~ heights, be,t line of approach, water, garrison. 

Hills: 
Height, steepness, ,;udace (whether rocky, grassy, wooded, ride

able, dC.), what view, 

Lake: 
Exte,nt (i,e., length and breadth), depth, banks, boats, surrounding 

('round. 

Lookout [,htl,".'! : 

H('i~ht, nature (whetiJer trees, towers, hill, etc.) what other points 
visible (f,w dignalling) . 

. Marsh . 
Extent, ",bl're passable, ways round, etc. 

Mount(tin: 
See Hill. 

Position: 
Nature (whether ridge, fort, village, wood, etc.), extent, nature Of 

ground in front and on flanks, any heights near, how occupied, best line 
of approach for attacking force, lme of retreat, p08ition of water. 
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Raihcay: 
Gauge between rails, number of trll,cks, sleep~I", (\\"Ood, iron), 

embankments, cuttings, tunllt·I", brid15e" (their length, heigbt, 
width, &c.), telegraph, rolling stock, engmes, carriag'es, clLttle trucks, 
&c., carrying capacity. character of country traversed, dri\'ers, 
gUlLrds, and other railway officials availlLble. 

Ral'ill P : 

IJepth, width, nlLture of banks, bushy or rocky. 

Redoubt: 
See" Fort" 

River or Clwk: 
\Yidth, depth, bottom, banks, speed of current, wlLtering pbces, 

crossings, bridges, boats, materials for rlLfts, na \'igal,le or not, charac
ter of banks, ,,-hich commands the other, wl",t],er thpy are Ol 'PlI or 
wooded or marshy. 'I.'he existence of i.lands (t h""e often facilitate 
bridging operations and hell' to conceal pl'eparatiom.) 

N.n.-To ascertain the rate of the current, throw a branch into 
mid-stream, and see how far it floats in a minute'. 

Road: 
NlLture, whether metalled or unmade, condition, fenu's alongside, 

width, height lLbove surroun-iing 90untry, means of repaIring or 
improving, gradient, character of country l'a,'secl throu(ih, or"'n, 
wooded, cultivated, &c., places on or near the road SUItable for 
encampments, supplies obtainlLble en route. 

Station. 
See Buildings. 
Also state number of platformA and their length and width, number 

of entrances to them, lLmount of COlLI, spare rolling stock, rails, etc., 
sleepers, water tanks, telegraphs. 

Supplies: 
Amount of food for men, auch as melLt (living or dead), flour, 

vegetables, groceries, fuel, etc.; and forage, such as OlLtS, melLlies, grain, 
barley, hay, grass, etc. 

S! 
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'l'ele,qraph 
:-<Ilmb-~r of wira3, he'ght of p)le3 n.nd their m:tteri.tl, direction in 

",hich line runs, 

1'011'1/ : 

Extent, i.r" length and width, number of inhabitn.nts or houses, 
lilat,"!i,,], pte" (dp",·ribe as in BVILDlNGS), situat.ion, (as for POSITION), 
anel it-; sources of water and light supply, also its ::;n'l'LIE~ (as abol'e), 

J'i'U1isport .-
Number of waggons, carts, mules, horses, camels, oxen, boats, 

trucks, etc., or carrier)';, 

T'illage .-

Wata .-
\ylt,·tlll'l' good for drinking, qnantity n.vaihble, if flo\\'ing or stag, 

nant, \V1t,·th,·r ,tr,·rllll. pool "1' \\'ell, size and depth, how many horses 
can drink at a time, whether hnckpb required. • 

Wells: 
1)"1'111 t<, bottOI\,. rlf'pth to lI'atp!. width. means for hn.uling wat~I·. 

Woods: 



PART IV.-SCOUTING AND RECON
NAISSANCE 

SEOTION I.-REMARKS ON SCOUTS. 

Successful scouting or reconnoitring is the most difficult 
and one of the most important duties in war. 

Scouts may be likened to the feelers of an animal. 
Scouts are more than this. They are the eyes amI ears of 
any body of troops. While manceuvring or halted, no 
matter for how short a time, scouts should always be out, 
and not only out, but well out. They should never be dis
pep sed with. No body of troops, however well commanded, 
organized and equipped, can continue long near tht! enemy 
without disaster if there is no information or bad informa
tion about the enemy and his movements, and about the 
country, its military features, ana' the supplies it can fur
nish, &c., &c. 

The object of scouting is to get this information in spite 
of the eIIf'my, and send it to the commander of the force. 

The soldier who desires to become a good scout must 
direct his best energies to the work; for instance, he should 
make it a practice to observe at all times the country he is 
moving through, whether marching or in a train, he should 
make it a practice to note the features, the hills, the tim
ber, the roads, the fences, the bridges, the rivers, &c. This 
is done by sportsmen and huntsmen, and becomes second 
nature to them. Soldiers should' also time the pace at 
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which they ordinarily travel, both on horseback and on 
foot j they should count the telegraph poles, measure how 
many yards they are apart and judge their rate of speed 
from them. They should impress useful facts on the memo 
ory. The importance of encouraging men to scout properly 
and take an interest in it cannot be over-estimated. All 
rflnks should particularly devote time and attention to the 
study of maps and map-reading. They should be able to 
work in an unknown country by compass, sun, stars, and 
by the general dire.-:tion of hills and streams; and, above 
all, the good ~cout mu~t be able to report int.elligently, 
dearly, and concisely what he sees, his report being if 
possible accompanied bj a rough sketch. 

A really first-rate scout must be a man who is born with 
characteristics which fit him for the work. He must be 
active and intelligent, of quick eyesight and good hearing. 
He must baw dash and daring combined with coolness and 
presence of mind; but it is necessary that he should add 
to these natural endowments a thorough training in the 
work he has to perforlll~ 

General Duties of Scouts. 

In r'econnaissctnCI] of an enemy's position-To obtain 
information. of an enemy's position and Htrencrth, the 
whereabouts of hi~ guns, the nature of his entren~hments, 
the character of the country, the best lines of ad vance, 
and such other informa.tion as they may be directed to 
furnish. 

111 marches-To cover the ad vance and act like feelers 
to the force. 
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I,. attack-To act like feelers round the troops, to 
report any movement of the enemy, where he is, what 
strength, of what arms composed, the military features 
of the country, to look out for ambushes, cl:c. 

In defence-To obser\'e the enemy's approach, to report 
his strength, of what arms composed, and the direction of 
his march; to a'~t, like feelers round the force they be
long to. 

Scouts must remember that they must see as much as 
possible without being seen themselves, they must never 
show themselves on a sky line to look round, but must 
creep forward to look; also they must remember that 
they are using their eyes to see for the commander 
what he cannot see for himself, and must therefore not be 
content with half doing the work and thus be instrumental 
in sending in a report which is inaccurate, misleading, 
and perhaps disastrous. 

Leaders should understand that good tools are always 
blunt in the hands of a man who doeg not know how to 
use them; therefore they cannot expect good work from 
a scout unl"lss they explain clearly w hat information they 
want, and place the scout in possession of all the necessary 
information they have which bears on the subject, at the 
same time explaining clearly what information they require. 

Scouts should realise that their first duty is to 
observe and not to fight. In special cases they may have 
to fight to defend themselves or to prevent the enemy's 
scouts from obtaining information. Scouts should always, 
if possible, work together in twos. 
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SEOTION n.-DETAOHED REOON· 
NOITRING PARTIES. 

Detached reconnoitring parties will as a rule be supplied 
by Cavalry, but Infantry may have to undertake this work 
in the abl:ience of Cavalry, and should, therefore, be 
thoroughly acquainted with the rules which govern recon-
naissance work of this description. . 

A specially trained officer with a patrol of highly trained 
scouts, all well mounted, is one of the most effective means 
of reconnaissance, and every Infantry regiment should be 
1\,1 ,If', on occa~ion, to improvise a few mounted men for 
patrol work in addition to its own Infantry scouLing parties. 

When the enemy is found the real work "rill begin, and 
it can only be by the exercise of daring and pruden..ce that 
valuable information can be obtained. 

As officers and mfln on these duties run a great risk of 
falling into the enemy':s hands, they should have no papers 
about them, or private diaries containing information 
regal'din.r.; the force to which they belong. 

In approaching any place that may harbour an enemy, 
Euch as a farm or defile, etc., caution and common sense 
must be used. In all cases the rule is for the party to be so 
scattered that it would be impossible to tapture all 
of them, but at the same time the party must nob be 
so scat,tered as to be unable to act mutually in case of 
surprise. 

The instructions given to 11 leader of a reconnoitring 
party must not tie him down to any procedure, but must 
clearly state the points on which information is required. 
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Smoke as a Signal-Smoke suddenly rIsmg, especially 
from an isolated building, is always a matter of cOll!;idera
tion when scouting. It may mean nothing. On the other 
hand it may be a signal. If it rises in puffs, as if irre
gularly obstructed, it is more than probable that your 
movements are being signalled. 

Leader of a Reconnoitring Party. 

1. Should have a clear statement of the information 
required and the mission 011 which he is sent. 

2. Should know the probable movements and intentions 
of the main body whilst he is detached from it, and those 
of other detachments similarly sent out. 

3. Should be acquainted with all that is known of the 
enemy which might in any way assist or influence his 
action. 

4. Should receive special instructions regarding prisoners, 
seizure of papers, documents, etc. 

5. Should receive instructions on the nature and fre
quency of reports, where to be sent, and mode of trans
mission. 

6. Should receive instructions on how the detachment 
is to be rationed. 

7. Should receive instructions on the hour of starting, 
details as to strength, equipment, &c. 

After receiving his instruction;" the Leader of the Recon
noitring Party will assemble his officel's, N. C. O's., and 
Eight Leaders, and will explain carefully to them what is 
to be carried out, and how he proposes to do it. 
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Foraging for Supplies. 

This is often the means by which not only reconnoitring 
detachments are supp!ied but provisions obtained for the 
whole force, so Requisitions must be carried out systemati
cally through the local authorities. A receipt should 
always be given for supplies. 

The usual procedure on arriving at a village or farm is 
for a portion of the dfltachment to be detailed to watch all 
approache~ and outlets, the head local authority is then 
sent for, and the time and place for the supplies to be 
delivered explained. 

Sentries ought to be posted over any place In which 
supplies are seen to exist. 

\Vhen collected (usually in some open space), the supplies 
will be taken over and a receipt gi \·en . 

. SECTION IlL-INFORMATION OF AN 
ENEMY. 

The following are the principal means by which informa
tion of an enemy il; obtained by scouts. 

By observation of the enemy. 

By information obtained from the inhabitants, from pri
soners, deserters, &c. 

By traces left of the enemy. 
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The following notes will assist scouts in their work :

Clouds of Dust. 
1£ the dust cloud is thick and low, it indicate, infantry. 

A thin and high dust cloud indicates cavalry. If the 
cloud is broken, it indicates artillery or train. The length 
and movement of the cloud enables the strength of the 
force and direction of march to be roughly estimated. 

In such calculations, the effect of wind must be taken 
into consideration. 

Estimate of Numbers. 
A-given point is pa~sed in one minute (no allowance for 

opening out) :-
By about ~;jO infantry in fours, 

" 120 cavalry in fours, at a walk, or if III 

rear of infantry, about ,-';0. 
" 6 guns, if in rear of infantry. 
" 260 cavalry, in fours, at a trot. 

1£ the distance between two points which is filled 
with troops is known, a simple but sufficiently accurate 
method of calculation is to allow two men per yard for 
infantry marching in foul'S j one man per two yards for 
cavalry in twos j one man pet yard for cavalry in fours j 

20 yards to a gun or waggon, and 10 yards to a two-horse 
vehicle. Thus if a column of infantry is a mile long it is 
composed of about 3,500 men. 

Signs of an Enemy. 
The number of fireplaces, and t,he length and breadth 

of the ground occupied, enable the strength of the force 
to be estimated. Articles of equipment, buttons, papers, 
dead horses, ammunition, &c., found lying about, will show 
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the arm to which the troops belonged. During a pursuit 
such traces will often enable valuable inferences to be 
drawn as to the nature of the retreat and the enemy's 
condition. Much also may be gleaned from tracks on the 
road. If the ground is e\-enly beaten down, the column C011-

sisted of infantry. If ':,he tracks only occupy half the road, 
the column was probably not a large one. If the road is 
trod,len on both sides, the force was probably one of consi
derable strength. 

The Telescope. 

In connection with efficient scouting, practice in the use 
of a telescope is essential. Very few men know how pro
perly to use a telescope. The following extract from a 
small book on the me of the telescope ill war by Captain 
Gordon Cumming may be of interest. 

"On the way back to camp with a Field Battery we 
passed the captured guns (BaWe of Colenso). A large 
number of men were standing about them. The distance 
\Va." I think, between 3,500 and 4,,000 yards. The order 
"Action Front" was given, but before a shot was fired I 
got my glass on a gun wneel and seemed to make out a 
number of khaki clad figures (stretcher bearers and 
prisoners), &c., &c." 

The incident above quoted is correct; Captain Gordon 
Cumming by long practice with the telescope while deer 
stalking in Scotland and big game shooting in other parts 
of the world, could distinguish individuals with great 
accuracy and rapidity, and was thus enabled to render 
most valuable service. 



PART V.-MARCH ES. 
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SECT10N I.--PRELIMINAUY ARRANGE
MENTS FOR MARCHES. 

'When there is no chance of meeting the enemy the health 
and comfort of the troops should be the principal comide
ration. Therefore, as many roads as possible will be used, 
a column with its own transport moving on each. 

'Vhen it is possible that troops on the march may come 
into contact with the enemy, tactical considerations are 
predominant. The comfort; and administra~ion of the 
troops, lliust, however, receive constant attention. 

When troops are marching with a view to bringing the 
enemy to an immediate engagement, secrecy, rapidity, and 
readiness for battle must o\'er-ride all other considerations. 

The follov,ing matters should be considered in 
orders for marches. They are grouped under four 
headings. 

1. Points connected with the Order of March. 

Composition of Advanced, Flank, and Rear Guards. 
The order of march of the main body, of the second line 

of transport, and of the supply columns. 
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The dist1tnce to be maintained between the Advanced 
Guard, the main body, the second line of transport, the 
supply columns, and the Rear Guard. 

II. Points connected with the Start. 

The comfort of the troops should, as far as circumstances 
permit, be considered in fixing the hour for starting. 

They should, if possible, be allowed to breakfast and feed 
animals before marching. 

A start in the dark is '1lways inconvenient. Tactical or 
other con~iderations may, however, necessitate marching 
by night" If a forced march ~s contemplated, or if for any 
reason the troops are liblly to be a long time on the road, 
it is b"tter to start in the dark than to reach the destina
tion late. 

The halting place for the night should, if possible, be 
reached about two hours before sunset. 

A starting point should be fixed which the head of the 
main body is to pass at a certain time. The Advanced and 
Flank Guards under ordE:rs from their Commanders must 
also be in position at some fixed hour and distributed for 
the protection I)f the main body and be ready to move on 
without dehtying the main body's advance. 

The Rear Guard should likewise move oft' to its position 
at the same time as the other detached portions of the force, 
as the men who form the Outpost Line on the Rear Guard 
side cannot be relieved until the Rear Guard is ill position. 

U nits and transport will join the column at the starting 
point in their presuribed order. 



119 PART V. 

III. Points connected with the End of the 
March. 

The ground where the column is to pass the night ,yill 
be chosen with due regard to water supply and to facility 
of protection. When within a few miles of the destination, 
a Staff Officer, accompanied by representatives of units, 
will, if possible, ride ahead to mark out camp sites and ar
range for the supply of water and its protection from 
pollution. 

The Officers Commanding second line of Transport, and 
Supply Column, and the Officer Commanding Hear Guard, 
will report personally to the Officer Commanding the Col
umn as soon as they arrive at the destination. 

Each unit will arrange to have its second line of Trans
port met on arrival and guided to its destination. 

IV. Points connected with Special Instruc
tions. 

Provision of Guides, Rations, Halts, Communication 
with other Columns, Position of Commander, &c. 

SECTION n.-INSTRUOTIONS FOR 
MARCHING. 

The power of efficient marching depends largely 
on the attention of Regimental Officers to every 
detail that affects the endurance and well being 
thei:r mono 
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The following Instructions must be kept con
stantly in mind :-

That hoots fit properly, and are kept well greased. 
Thftt socks are kept clean and mended, soaping the socks 

prevents blisters. 
That when possible men wash thllir feet at the end of 

each march. 
That men's feet are constantly inspected. 
That water bottles are filled (unsweetened cold tea pre

ferably), that arrangements are made for food during the 
march. 

That impure water is not used. 
That men only drink a small quantity at a time. 
That ;tn officer when available marches in rear of each 

company and sees that there is no straggling and that 
no one quits the ranks without permission. 

That a system of rapid communication throughout a 
column should he arranged. 

That columns move with as broad a front as the ground 
allows. 

That all troops should march oti" at attention and before 
arrival at the destination, and in passing through towns 
men are called to attention. 

THE PACE. 
The pace must be adapted to the state of the roads, 

nature of the country and climate. 
Steadiness and regularity of pace are essential to a 

successful march, and all distances must be maintained 
correctly. 

Before halting units will close up to their proper distance. 
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The average rate for Infantry marching including short 
halts may be put down at 3 miles per hour, but this can 
only be maintained where roads are good, when there are 

. no checks, and when columns are small. 

LENGTH OF MARCH. 
The length of a day's march may be reckoned at from 

l:l to 15 miles for Infantry. 
Provided the pace is not unduly hurried, the more quickly 

a march is completed the better for the men. 

HALTS. 
A short halt should be ordered about half an hour after 

the start. Afterwards halts for five or ten minutes at the 
discretion of the officer commanding the column. 

BILLETING. 
If billeted in a town, an alarm post should be fixed before 

the men are dismissed to their billets. No officer shoulc~ 
leave the parade until the men are told off to their billets. 
Company officers must visit the whole of the quarters where 
their men are billeted. 

SECTION IlL-GENERAL RULES FOR 
MARCHES BY NIGHT. 

Night Marches are underLaken to avoid the heat of the· 
day, to forestall the enemy, to gain time either in advance 
or retreat, or to move troops to a position of assembly from. 
which to deliver an attack. 

9 



PART V. 122 

If possible, l~cal guides should alw~ys be procured. 

Before undertaking a night march, the roads or route 
must, as far as practicable, be carefully reconnoitred, 
and all points noted where checks are likely to occur. 

The general compass bearing should be previously noted 
and mentioned in the March Orders. The magnetic com
pass variation for the locality should also be given. 

When a column is formed of all arms, cavalry and 
artillery will usually march at the least exposed end of 
the column. 

All wheeled transport, machine guns, etc., will generally 
march grouped in rear, or where they will be least 
tlxposed. 

U nits should be informed what they are to do in case 
vf an attack. 

Every commander should have a fixed place in the 
column, where he or a representative may be found. An 
officer will be detailed from each Battalion for the Brigadier, 
to convey instruction~ from him to the Battalion. • 

Connections with Units. 

When nights are very dark the use of a luminous paint 
placard 01' label on the back of a man on the right of the 
leading man of each unit is useful. This placard should 
give the Regiment thus: "1st Regt.," and Companies 
thus: "1st Regt. No. Co'y." The Orderly to C. O's. should 
also carry a label, thus: "1st Regt. C. 0." 
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In spite of every precaution the maintenance of connec
tion throughout a column is, at night, a matter of great 
difficulty and at the same time one of the utmost import 
ance. The regulation distances between units should be 
reduced or omitted, and the column must be kept con
stantly closed up. Troops when over fatigued should never 
be used for a difficult and dangerous night march, as then 
it is almost impossible to keep units from getting mixed up. 

The distance of the Advanced, Flank and Rear Guards 
. from the column must be small, close connection being 
maintained by meanR of connecting men. 

The normal march formations will, as a rule, be adhered 
to, unless tactical .exigencies require a change. When, 
therefore, a night march is undertaken with a view to an 
attack, no change in the normal march formation will 
usually be necessary, until a position of assembly is reached. 
On arriving there, the march may be said to be at an end, 
further operations coming under the head of Night Opera
tions. 

To prevent the troops in rear going astray, the Advanced 
Guard should block all branch roads that are not to be 
used, if necessary, by posting men at them. These men 
will fall in in rear of the column as soon as it has passed 
them. 

Rifles are not to be loaded unless specially ordered; 
absolute silence must be maintained, and, no smoking or 
lights are to be allowed, except with the permis8ion of the 
commander of the force. 
~i 
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Halts should be at stated hours, and for a definite 
period. Fnits must not halt till they have regained any 
distance they may have lost. 

The pace must be as uniform as possible. The darker 
it is, the slower will be the pace. 

When there are wagons or baggage animals on a night 
march there should be some spare horses at the rear of the 
column, and some selected men to offsaddle worn out 
animals and place their saddles or hal'l1ess on to fresh 
animals. 

Any hOI',e or man that falls out should at once leave the 
road so as not to block it. 



PART VI.-PROTECTION ON THE 
MARCH. 

Advanced, Flank, and Rear Guards. 

Nobody of troops, from an Army Corps to a Company, 
should ever move without having its front, flanks, and rear 
protected and watched. By this means the main body 
obtains time to form up and resist attack. This screen in 
front is called an Advanced Guard, on the flanks, Flank 
Guards, in the rear, a Rear Guard. 

When Cavalry are available, the duty of protection on 
the line of march is performed by them. The following 
principles, however, apply equally to Ca.valry or Infantry: 

SEOTION I.-A DV ANOED GUARDS. 
The first and essentiai duty of the Advanced Guard and 

of the scouts who precede it is to reconnoitre and feel the 
way for the advancing body of troops it is covering. It is 
not until the Advanced Guard finds itself unable to 
advance, or until the enemy prevents the scouts and theil"" 
supports from seeing and finding out what is taking place 
in front, that it should take up its second but equally 
important .duty of driving the enemy back, and thus 
enable the march to be continued. 

l'o meet the requirements of feeling the way and forcing 
the way the Advanced Guard will usually adopt a forma
tion of successive bodies of gradually increasing strength 
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from front to rear, so as not only to feel for and force the 
way but to oppose a constantly increasing resistance to. the 
enemy should he attack. 

All Advanced Guards, Flank Guards, and Rear Guards 
are formed on the foregoing principles, scouts or feelers 
nearest the enemy, and then gradually increasing strength 
until the main body is reached, so that no trap can be 
fallen into without due warning, and no enemy can attack 
the :\Iain Body without giving it time to deploy. 

For the purpose of convenience Advanced Guards are 
usually divided into three main divisions: 

1. ~-\.dvanced Parties with Scouts. 
::l. Support. 
3. Reserve. 

Distance between Fractions of Advanced 
Guard. 

N' 0 rule can be laid down as to the distance between 
Fractions of the Advance Guard. If the distance from the 
main body is too great, the Advanced Guard might be cut 
off; if too small, the main hody might be surprised, or 
come within effective range with om; sufficient warning. 
Tn open country by day much greater distances are advis
able than in close country, or in foggy, rainy weather, or 
in night operations. The great principle in all cases is to 
keep touch between the various parts of the Adyanced 
Guard and between the Advanced Guard and the main 
body; that is, no portion of it should be isolated, and all 
should be in touch with some connecting link or support, 
which in turn has touch with the troops in rear. 
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As a guide only of a very general nature, to be departed 
from whenever such departure can be justified by common 
sense, about 800 yards might separate the Advanced Parties 
from the Support and the Support from the Reserve, the 
Reserve might be about the same distance from the main 
body; or sometimes the Support may be nearer the 
Advanced Parties, and the Reserve further hom the main 
body, subject, however, to the principle of having men well 
out to the front to a distanJe of at least a mile from the 
main body they cover, if rifle fire only has to be guarded 
against; but if the force is large and Artillery has to 
be guarded against, the distances must, of course, be far 
longer. 

Sometimes when a force is weak there will be no Reserve, 
but this will DoG-alter the obligation imposed on the O. C. 
Advanced Guard of pushing its feelers out to at least a 
mile from the body he is protecting, so as to ensure it 
against rifle fire. . 

Strength of the Advanced Guard 

Will vary according to circumstances, being generally 
i to t of the whole force, but as work on detached duties 
is extremely hard on men, the minimum number should be 
employed compatible with a proper performance of the 
work. 

As before explained, the Advanced Guard will be di vided 
into Advanced Parties with their Scouts, Support, and 
Reserve. For the purpose of better illustrating what duties 
each of these fractions of the Advanced Guard would have 
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to perform, the work of a Company of 6 Sections ordered to 
act as Advanced Guard will now be considered in detail. 

SEQl'ION II.-COMP ANY ADVANCED 
GUARD COMMANDER. 

"The Commander of the Company ordered to act as 
Advanced Guard should, before he starts his men off to 
perform the yarious detached duties allotted to his Com
pany:-

Make sure that men, arms and ammunition are correct, 
and men have rations. Make certain he i'toroughly under
stands his instructions, the route to be followed, what is 
known of the enemy, where hi~· reports are to be sent. He 
will also write down important points in his Note-book, 
and carefully study his map, and, if not done before, place 
on his map two or three lines to coincide with the magnetic 
deyiation of the compass for the locality. He will then divide 
bis Company into Advanced Parties, and Support or Sup
ports. The strength and disposition of each of these 
fractions will be in accordance with the character 
of the country and the character and amount of the oppo
sition he will probably meet with. He will give simple and 
clear instructions to Section Leaders, who in turn will com
municate them to. the Eight L~aders and men. He will 
make all subordinate leaders follow his instructions on their 
maps. If they have no maps, he will let them make rough 
pencil copies from his, if time permits. 
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He will point out to O.C. Advanced Parties and Support 
any places to be particularly searched on the line of 
advance. 

He will state where he will be found, so that no time 
will be lost in transmitting reports. He should be with 
the Support following the centre of the line of ad\'ance. 

The Company Commander will also impress upon his 
subordinate leaders the necessity of sifting information 
before they transmit it, distinguishing and separating 
what they know to be ac~urate from what is hearsay. He 
will, furthermore, impress on all portions of his command 
that. the pace and distance between portions of the Ad
vanced Guard are regulated by the pace of the main body. 

After the.Company Commander has described in general 
terms the work to be done by the various portions of the 
Company, he might give the following commands :-

" No. I Section, Oentre Advanced Party." 
" No. II Section, Right Advanced Party." 
" No. III Section, Left Advanced Party." 
" Nos. IV, V, and VI Sections, Support under 

Lieut. --." 

It will be noticed that Nos. I V, V and VI Sections 
are placed under Lieut. ---. This is done so that the 
Company Commander can generally supervise the 'l.rrange
ments of the A:l.vanced Guard. But when he has done 
this, he will join the Support and at once take over com
mand of the whole. 
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The leaders of the various fractions of the Advanced 
Guard named will then explain to the units under their 
command their respective duties, and when ready, the 
Company win break into the fractions named, each 
fraction taking precautions to protect itself against 
surprise, and moying into its position at the double, if 
necessary, otherwise in quick tiloe. 

The annexed Plate shows how each of the fractions 
of the Advanced Guard would be di,;tributed. 



EXAMPLE O~" ONE IKFANTRY BATTALION OF 8 COMP NIES ON THE MARCH. IN THE ABOVE PLATE IS SHOWN ALL THE A DVANCED GUARD, A PORTION OF THE FLANK G UARDS, 

AND· ALL l ' RE REAR GUAR D. 
Facing page 130. 
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It will he seen in the Plate that the Advanced Parties 
d the Support are disposed in three portions proceeding 
a broad screen in front of the force. 

rhe officer commandin~ the six Sections detaile::! for 
vanced Parties and Support marches with 'the Support. 
will see to it that all fractions of his command keep 

ch both with his Centre Advanced Party and from front 
~ear. He will also see that the Centre Advanced Party 
ows the right road. 

1; will be noted in looking at the Plate that there is no 
lerve provided. The reason for this is that the force is 
~ll and cannot conveniently provide one. The whole force 
therefore act as its own Reserve. 

'lank and Rear Guards will be told off on principles 
:lar to those laid down for the Advanced Guard on the 
te they are furnished from another company. 

:,EOTION III.~DUTIES OF ADV ANOED 
PARTIES. 

tapidly to gather and transmit all possible information. 

Co drive back hostile parties. 

Co detect and defeat any attempt of the enemy to 
,troy bridges, &c., or impede the advance. 

ro use every means of obtaining information by personal 
lervation, patrols, questioning inhabitants, prisoners, &c. 

To conform to the pace of the Support. 
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Generally speaking, the flanks of any object capable of 
concealing an enemy, such as a village, wood, &c., ought to 
be turned and watched by the Advanced Parties before it 
is entered in front. 

In searching localities on the line of march, care must 
be taken that the advance of the Main Body is not delayed. 1 

Ad vanced Parties should examine bridges, rivers and 
fords carefully. If the bridges are insecure or broken, a 
report should at once be made, and a ford searched for 
with a good bottom. 

SEOTION IV.-DEFILE 

The heights commanding defiles must be occupied by 
scouts of the Ad vanced Parties until this duty is taken over 
by Flanking Patrols j but should the defile be long and the 
country mountainous or broken, special flank guard 
troops OIay have to be detailed to take over the flanking 
duties. These will march with the Support, and will be 
allotted to commanding po~itions on the flanks by O. C. 
Advanced Guard. These special troops will practically 
form a chain of piquets along both flanks-falling in in 
l'ear of the column as the rear of the column pasEes them. 

SEOTION V.-SUPPORT TO ADV ANOED 
PARTIES. 

The support will render every assistance to the Advanced 
Parties, at the same time never losing touch with the main 
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body-to the pace of which it will conform. It should 
never enter a village or place where the enemy might be 
concealed, until it has been scouted and is being watched 
by the Advanced Parties-so that should there be a t,rap 
all will not be caught. 

SECTION VI-CONNECTING LINKS. 

Connecting links between the component portions of the 
Advanced Guard should be established when necessary and 
made to understand the importance of their duty. 

They must never lose touch with the two bodies they 
are connecting. 

They must always be on the look out for signals from 
front or rear and at once pass them on. 

They must constantly look back at the next party in rear 
and at once pass word forward of any change in direction 
of the main body. 

Signalling Communication. 

In work of the nature of Advanced Guards, signallers 
knowing how to use lamp, flag, and heliograph are in
valuable for quickly transmitting information. 

A signaller should move with each Section of the Ad vancd 
Parties and one with the Support, also if possible one with 
each of the Flank Guards and with the Rear Guard. 
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SECTION VII.-FLANK GUARDS. 

The Plate shows the disposition of two Sections which 
act as Flank Guards to the force. 

Theil' duty is to prevent the force being attacked in 
flank without due notice. 

The principles and formations of Flank Guards are similar 
to those laid down for Advanced Guards, except that 
the Company or parties move parallel to the flanks of the 
force, with feelers out, and taking care that no enemy gets 
within range of the flanks of the troop'! to which they are 
acting as Flank Guards. 

SECTION VIII.-REAR GUARD TO AN 
ADY ANCING FORCE. 

With regard to the duties of the small Rear Guard of 
one Section shown in the Plate,and which is furnished by the 
main body, the officer commanding it has taken care that 
every man in his cOUlmand knows his duty, which in this 
case would be mainly of .. Police nature, as the force is 
ad vancing and the rear is supposed to be more or less 
protected by the advance and proximity of other troops. 
The following are mainly the duties that this small Rear 
Guard wOtlld have to perform, viz :-to collect stragglers, 
guard transport and see that it does not delay on the road, 
keep off marauders, and generally covel' the rear of the 
Column. If the main body halts, the Rear Guard always 
takes up a position covering the rear. 
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SEOTION IX.-REAR GUARD TO A RE
TIRING FOROE. 

The object in this case is to delay the ellemy while the 
main body continues its retirement. It must therefore be 
as strong in numbers as is necessary for this purpose. 

The manner in which a Rear Guard carries out this 
mission is by taking up a succession of defensive positions 
with a good line of retreat, thus compelling the enemy to 
halt and deploy for attack as frequently as possible. In 
addition t.o this, the Rear Guard should protect the flanks 
and keep touch with the enemy's movements. 

Points for Commander of Rear Guard. 

A matter of great importance to the Commander of a 
Rear Guard is to judge the proper time to retire. If 
he retires too soon he is only partly carrying out his 
work. 

If he falls into the error of trying to dispute every inch 
of the ground, it may occur that while he is allowing one 
part of the enemy's force to hold him in front, another 
portion may turn his flank and cut him off. 

It is generally helpful to send on a reliable officer to 
note the next favourable position for defence on the line 
of retreat. 

The positions should, if possible, be sufficiently far apart 
to compel the enemy, after seizing one, to re-form column 
of route before advancing against the next. 
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Skilfully laid ambushes will cause the enemy to move 
with caution. 

A system of communication, by signalling or otherwise, 
between all parts of a large Rear Guard to a force retiring 
should be carefully arranged. 

Instructions should be given to the Commander of a 
Rear Guard as to the extent he may break down bridges, 
destroy railways or telegraphs, burn villages, and destroy 
property, &c., with a view to delaying the enemy's advance, 
for the retreat may be only of a temporary nature, and it 
may be in contemplation t.o re-occupy the country passed 
through. 

Defiles should not be entered by the Rear Guard until 
the whole of the main body has passed through. Until 
this has .been accomplisbed the enemy must be checked at 
all risks. 

N arrow roads, &c., can be blocked by locking several 
wagons together and removing one or more wheels. 

Boats or scows should be removed to the side of the 
river further from the enemy and sunk, or burnt. 

Woods, scrub, grass, &c., if the circumstances demand 
it, should be set on fire so as to conceal the movements of 
the Rear ({uarc! and impede the enemy's advance. 

SECTION X.-POSITION OF MACHINE 
GUNS WITH ADVANCED GUARDS, ETC. 
Machine guns should, whenever possible, be attached to 

the Advanced Parties, to the Support, and to Flank 
and Rear Guards. They should, however, be sufficiently 
protected from being cut off. 
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SEOTION XL-POSITION OF AR'lIILLERY 
WITH ADVANOED GUARDS, &0. 

A Battery of Artillery with a force advancing should 
march where it can readily come into action and yet be 
protected from surprise. Two guns beween the Support 
and the Reserve, and Foul' guns with the Reserve, are, as a 
rule, good handy positions for a Battery. 

J n retiring, sufficient Artillery should be distributed 
where they can come into action to delay the enemy and 
yet not run the risk of being cut off. 

10 
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Outposts Described. 

The screen of Troops ,,,hich a forcfc, when halted, throws 
out round itself for protection from surprise is called Ou~
posts; they act as the eyes and ears of the force. 

They are fOJ med much on the salle principle that Ad
vanced Guards are formed, yiz., successive bodies of men 
arranged as follows :-

Sentries or look out men of Observation Posts, acting 
as the advanced feelers-supported bv the Observation 
Posts which furnish them, and which are capable of 
offering a considerable amount of resistance-then, in 
rear of the Observation Posts, Piquets on a general 
Piquet line, offe: ing still further and very important resist
ing power. In rear of the Piquets Supports, and, in some 
cases, behind the Supports a general Reserve, or at times, 
local Reserves to specially threatened sections of the Out
post Lines. 

SECTION I-DUTIES OF OUTPOSTS. 

The duties of the Outposts are :_ 
To protect a force against surprise. 
To ensure that the main body may rest undist,urbed. 
In case of serious attack, to ~ain time for the main body 

to occupy ground where it can defend itself. 
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If an enemy is so continuously watched that he ean 
make no movement without being observed, surprise is im
possible. The first duty, therefore, of the Outposts is 
observation. 

All attacks must be delayed and resisted, and the 
enemy's troops, especially his artillery, must be preyented 
from approaching within effective range of the main body 
Another equally important duty, therefore, is resistance. 

Observation by stationary posts does not generally 
obviate the necessity of searching the ground for some dis
tance in advance by patrols. By night, at dawn, in thick 
weather and in close country, constant patrolling is the 
only means of ensuring immunity from surprise and suffi
cient warning in case of attack. 

SECTION n.-SELECTION OF AN OUT
POST POSITION. 

The commander of a force, direct.ly he decides to halt., 
should select a position, to be occupied, in case of attack, 
by the main body. He will, also, approximately indicate 
to the officer commanding the Outposts the general line 
that the Outposts might take up, and order the requisite 
number of troops to be held in readiness to act under him. 

It is essential that Outposts should be pushed so far out 
as to prevent an enemy's gnns from approaching within 
effective range, not only of the camp or bivouac, but of 
the ground the main body is . to occupy in case of attack; 
and, also, that they should be of sufficient strength to delay 
his advance until that ground is occupied by the main 
body. 

10!: 
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Thus, as a general rule, it may be laid down that Out
posts, in undulating country; should, when possible, be 
within infantry range of all ground from which the enemy's 
artillery m'ght bring effective fire to bear on the ground on 
which the main body is resting, or which it may have to 
occupy in case of attack. 

An Outpost position, as far as possible, should possess 
the following characteristics :-

It should be easily defended. 
It should be difficult to surwise. 
Retirement from it should be easy. 
Command, co·operation and intercommunication will be 

facilitated by placing the Piquet line and, if possible, also 
the advanced Observation Posts along well defined natural 
features such as ridges, streams, the outer edges of woods, 
&c., or in the vicinity of roads. 

If the Outpost position includes commanding ground 
from which a wide extent of country can, in clear weather, 
be kept under obsermtion by day, it will be a great advan
tage. Facilities for observat.ion, though extremely im
portant, are, however, of less importance than facilities for 
protracted ff~sistance and an easy retreat, and the inclina
tion to advance the Outpost line unduly with a view to 
include all commanding and apparently favourable ground, 
must be resisted. Fut" instance, it often happens that a 
series of apparently favourable positions are found which 
tempt an officer to push forward unduly, the advantage thus 
gained being outweighed by the risk run of being cut oft'. 

The flanks of an Outpost position' will be well secured if 
they rest on some natural obstacle, such as a river, a 
morass, &c. 
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SECTION IH.-STRENGTH AND COM"
POSITION OF OUTPOST TROOP~. 

As a general rule the Outposts of a force of all arms 
will, by day, in open country, consist of bodies of Cavalry 
pushed well out and especially guarding all approaches 
which the enemy might use. The Cavalry will, if 
necessary, be supported by Infantry. 

By night the duty of protection falls mainly on the 
Infantry, the bulk of the Outpost Cavalry being usually 
withdrawn behind the Infantry posts. 

The strength and composition of Outposts, whether of 
all arms or Infantry only, depend entirely on circumstances, 
such as the strength, character and whereabouts of the 
enemy, the distance of the main body from the ground it 
is to occupy in case of attack, and the nature of the 
country. The only useful guides are experience and com
mon sense. 

The following points must be borne in mind when con
sidering the strength of Outposts: 

Outpost duty is most exhausting, therefore not a man 
more than is absolutely needed should be employed, 
usually not more than t of a force. At the same time it 
must be borne in mind that the power of resistance of 
Outposts must be sufficient to delay an enemy's attack 
until the main body has had time to get in position to 
defend itself. 

In enclosed country the movements of troops are 
generally confined to the roads. In this description of 
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country it is generally sufficient to hold the roads by which 
the enemy may approach, and to watch the intervening 
country. 

~ECTION IV.-SELEOTION OP THE OUT
POST TROOPS. 

It depends upon circulllstances whether the Outposts 
should be furnished from one command in the force or 
from several commands. The latter course would usually 
be adopted when the force is scattered and the Outpost 
position extensive; each subordinate commander in this 
case would be instructed to occupy a section of the Outpost 
position neat· the bivouac, camp or cantonment of his 
command. 

Failitl~ uther instr,uctiol1s, the duty of finding Outposts 
for a force marching from day to day rests with the com
manders of the Advanced, Flank and Rear Guards that 
have covered the march during thA day. As soon ,,8 

possilJle a'ter halting these commanders will report to the 
oRicer responsible for the security of the march for the day, 
and take his instructions. If the troops covering the 
m~rch have had much fighting or fatigue the Outposts 
Will usually be furnished by the main body. 

If the Outposts are to come from the main body, the 
commanders of Advanced Flank and Rear Guards remain 
responsible for the safety' of the force until the Outposts 
have occupied their positions. 
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SECTION Y.-OCCUPATION OF AN OUT· 
POST POSITION. 

The simplest method is to assign a certain amount of 
ground along a well·defined frontage to an officer to 
organize and command as a Section of the Outposts (if the 
ground is just about w lat a Company can look after, the 
work is simplified by assigning the Section to a complete 
Company), the limits of such frontage being marked by 
natural or other features, such as roads, trees, farms, 
streams, &c. The greatest care should be taken that each 
Outpost Section Commandee knows what roads he is ex
pected to guard, and also the exact limits to eithee flank 
of the ground he is watching. 

SECTION Yr.-DUTIES OF COMMANDER 
OF OUTPOSTS. 

All troops on Outpost are under his orders. 
His position should be where he can best supervise, 

receive report!', and communicate orders, usually with the 
Reserve, or wIth some central supporting Company or force, ' 
when there is no Reserve. 

When, by reconnaissance as well as by the aid of the 
map, he hll,s made himself acquainted with the ground the 
Outposts are to occupy, he issues Outpost Orders including 
the following points :-

I. Information of the enemy. . 
II. Position the main body will occupy if attacked. 
III. General positions to be occupied by the Outposts, 

division into Sections if necessary; frontage, or number of 
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roads, allotted to each Outpost Company, or to each Sec
tion ; the situation of the Reserve. If the Outposts are 
divided into Sections he will give-each Section a number as 
well as a geographical description. 

1\'. Dispositions in case of attack. Generally the line of 
resistance to be adopted. (N ote.-As a general rule in 
case of serious attack, the Observation Posts, when forced 
in, will faU back on a prepared position at or about the 
Piquet line, the Supports will reinforce the Piquets and any 
Detached Posts of importance, the Reserve will move up 
in support. Only in exceptional cases will the line held 
by the Supports be choBen as the line of resistance and the 
Piquets fall back upon it.) 

Y. Preparations for defence; construction and improve
ment of lateral communication. 

\'1. Lighting fires. 

VII. Situation of E:mmining Posts and which Section 
Commander is to find them. 

VIII. ~ignalling and other means of communication. 
N ote.-Each section of the 8'utposts should have its 
signalling communication with O. C. Outposts by day and 
night, not only organized but in opemtion at stated inter
vals. 

IX. Special arrangements by night. 

X. The hour at which Outposts will be relieved. 
XI. His own position. 

As soon as he can, he will Rend to to the Commander of 
the force a rough sketch showing hi~ dispositio118. 
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SECTION VII.-STRENGTHENING- AN 
OUTPOST POSITION. 

All Piquets and Posts should immediately on arrival in 
the position they are to occupy at once set about placing it 
in a defensible condition. When a force halts for more 
than a few hours, free communication between the several 
portions of the Outposts must invariably be secured, so as 
to enable them, in case of attack, to act in concert. If 
the halt is likely to be of some days' duration, passages 
should be made through enclosures and walls, hedges and 
brushwood should be cut down, bridges constructed, ditches 
filled up, and the nearest line from one Post to another 
marked out by finger posts, or other means. 

As nothing checks an a~tack more than an unexpected 
obltacle within a moderate distance of the pla0e attacked, 
impediments 8hould be placed in the way of an enemy's 
advance, at a spot under fire from the ground where it has 
been determined to make a stand. 

If a force remains halted in one place for any length of 
time the area of advance should be narrowed as much as 
possible by blocking up roads, defiles, bridges, and all 
approaches which are not required by the force; and the 
Outpost position should be strengthened by abattis, 
redoubts, fortified farm-houses, and villages. 

SECTION VIlI.-DUTIES OF COMMAN
DER OF OUTPOST COMPANY. 

The Officer Commanding an OutPORt Company (the 
Officer Commanding an Outpost Section will act in a similar 



PART VII. 146 

manner) determines in his own mind how he will utilize the 
ground allotted to him to the best ad vantage. He should :

I. Examine the country over which the Company 
advances to take up its position, noting the favourable 
positions for disputing the ground if he has to retreat. 

II. Make arrangements for a protracted resistance by 
selecting a good defensive position which, if possiblE', will 
support, and be supported uy, the Companies on both sides; 
by strengthE'ning it artificially; and by deciding how to 
post his men in case of attack. 

III. Examine the country generally and anticipate from 
what direction he llIay be attacked. 

IY. Utilize ,tIl facilities for observation. 
Y. Send small patrols to communicate with the Companies 

on t he flanks of his position. 
YI. G-ive instructiom to the commanders of the Piquets 

and Detached Posts, and decide on the position of the Sup
port., which he will himself command. 

VII. Give numbers to his Piquets. 
VIII. :\Iake certain that the country in advance, unle~s 

it is very open, is constantly patrolled or scouted; that the 
commanders of Piquets and Observation Posts thoroughly 
understand what his intentions are in case of attack, and 
that they make adequate preramtions for defence. 

IX. \-i~it his Piquets and Posts at uncertain intet"vals. 
X. See that all fire.,;, if permitted by the commander of the 

Outposts,are carefully concealed from the view of the enemy. 

As soon as he has made his disposition, he will send in a 
report, accompanied by a rough sketch, to the commander 
of the Outposts or Section of the Outposts as the case may be, 
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SECTiON IX.-OUTPOST CO:\IPA~Y. 

Each Outpost Company at war strength will as a rule be 
divided into:-

(a) Two Piquets: 
Each Piquet finds two Observation Posts with their 

sentries; finds patrols; finds sentry over Piquet. 
(b) Support: 

Each Support finds an Examination Post when 
required; finds the men for a Detached Post 
when required; finds a sentry over the Support. 

SECTION X.-DUTIES OF PIQUET COM
MANDER. 

He must be sure that he thoroughly understands his 
instructions; making notes on important points; he must 
study the ground and the map, and see that men, 
arms, ammunition and rations are correct, and that he has 
entrenching tools with him. 

On marching off he must send out scouts ahead and to 
the flanks to scout the ground thoroughly and examine it 
with field glasses. 

Knowing the breadth of the ground he has to watch, he 
will halt his Piquet at a central position about 800 yards 
in ad vance of the Support, under cover and on a spot which 
gives him easy access to the front, to the flanks and to the 
rear. He will then order one of his Sections to waLch the 
front with Observation Posts, the officer in commaml of 
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that Section wi If send an Eight about 800 yards to the 
right front, and another Eight about 800 yards to the left 
front, to form Observation Posts. The Eight Leaders, 
under the supervision of their Section Leader, will divide the 
ground between them and watch it with one, two, three 
or foul' santriel:! according to the nature and extent of 
the ground. 

\Vhen the Obsen':!tion Posts are in position and sentries 
posted the O. C. AdYanced Section will call in the scouts and 
report t') O. C. Piquet, who meanwhile has directed the 
other Section Leader to place the position selected for the 
Piquet in a state of defence and arrange for patrolling, etc. 

SECTION XL-PIQUET. 

A Pi'juet s110uid under ordinary circumstances be formed 
Df two complete Sections, altogether four Eights under 
their officers or leaders. The extent of front assigned to a 
Piquet of this strength to watch and protect must depend 
on circumstances such as the proximity of the enemy, the 
number of the troops, the character of the country, the 
flLcilities for resistance, and the amount of patrolling 
necessary. Very open ground can, by day, be easily 
defended and watched by a much smaller number than 
intersectf:ci ground; at night, or at dawn, open ground is 
the weaker of tht' two. It will often be necessary, there
fore, in open ground, to reinforce a Piquet, or the Piquet 
line, at night. 

In peace time officers should watch varying amounts of 
front, they will soon thus leat n by expE'rience what amount 
,of front is possible ancl desirable to observe in any given 
description of country. 
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A Piquet ot two Sections might properly be divided so as 
to furnish the following duties: 

(fI,) 1 Section furnishing two Observation Posts, each 
being composed of i; men and a leader. 

(b) 1 Section furnishing the Piquet, from which will be 
taken a Reconnoitring Patrol and a sentry over 
the Piquet. 

1 Senior N. C. O. 
[N oTE.-The Senior Section Officer will command the 

Piquet unless any other Senior Officer is detailed for this 
"d-uty. J 

Piquet Sentry. 

Each Piquet has a look-out sentry who watches in the 
direction of the Observation Posts, and reports signals to 
the officer of the Piquet, and by night acts as a watch over 
the Piquet, challenging all who approach. 

SEOTION XII.-OBSERVATION POSTS 

As' has already been pointed out, the two Observa
tion Posts furnished by each Piquet will be stationed 
some 800 yards (more or less, according to circumstances) 
to the right and left front of the Piquet. An Observa
tion Post should consist of 8 men and a leader, and would 
as a general rule throw out two double sentries, each 
double sentry to be stationed some 200 yards, more or 
Jess, from the Post, at a place from which they can have a 
good view in the direction of the enemy without being seen 
themselves, see the sentries on both sides of them, and at the 
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same time be within sight or the Post or of some man 
connecting them with it. In this wayan outside chain of 
sentries or feelers is formed aronnd the entire Outpost line. 

(.is OTE.-,Yhen the country is open and under favourable 
conditions, an Observation Post may do its work perfectly 
well with two sentries only. 

The Leader in charge of an Observation Post is respon
sible for the alertness of his sentries; and that they know 
their work thoroughly and are doing it. To ensure the 
proper discharge of their duties he should keep up constant 
communication with them. 

Sentries of each Observation Post are numbered from 
right to left. Observation posts of Piquets are similarly 
numbered. 

SECTION XIII.-OBSERV A'l'ION POST 
SENTRIES. 

Each sentry detailed from an Observation Post should 
be able to answer correctly all questions relating to his 
duties, especially those that call for such answers as the 
following :-

1. I am No. 2 Sentry. 
2. My Observation Post is No.1; there a' 
3. My Piquet is No.2; there ~ 
4. I am not to allow anyone to pass except officers 

and patrols. 
5. I am to shoot anyone attempting to force my 

post. 
6. The sentry post on my right is by that tree, on 

my left is by that gate. 
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7. The Officer Commanding Support is :\J ajor 
Brown j there ~ 

S. The enemy is supposed to be oyer there by t.hose 
woods. 

9. I am to watch the bit of ground from that farm 
up to and including that road. 

10. I am at once to notify my Observation Post if 
I see or hear anything suspicious. 

11. The countersign is ..... - .. 

Private signals for Yisiting Patrols approaching at nizht 
must be communicated to Observation Po,ts. 

All Observation Post Leaders must make a rOllgh sketch 
(no matter how rough) of their po~t-indicating position 
of enemy, their own and neighbouring Sentries-Piquet 
and Support. 

SECTION XIV.-OUTPOST SUPPORT. 

1. The Support will usually be about SOO yards in rear 
of the centre of the Piquets it is supporting, advantage 
being taken of positions affording cover from view and 
shelter from bad weather. 

2. If it i~ intended that the Piquets should fall back on 
the Support, the latter should occupy a good defensive 
position, strengthened by entrenchments, obstacles, &c. 

3. Supports must keep up communications with their 
Prquets, with the Supports on either flank, and with the 
Reserve. If necessary, they must protect an exposed 
flank with a Detached Post. 
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The following Plate shows a section of an Outpost Line 
with two Piquets and a Support. It will be noticed that 
No.1 Observation Post has a man on the .::hurch tower 
with a telescope :-

SECTION XV.-VISITING PATROLS. 
Visiting Patrols consist of small Patrols of an officer or 

N. C. o. and man who yisit sentries or portions of the 
Outposts as may be required. The officer commanding the 
Piquet which furnishes the Observation Posts is, however, 
responsible for the ·correct performance of this service as 
regards his own Posts. 

SECTION XVI.-OUTPOST RECONNOI
TRING PATROLS. 

These Patrols consist, usually, of not fewer than three 
men (at times they may need to be much stronger) under 
an officer 01' a non-commissioned officer. Thev reconnoitre 
outflide the line of Observation Posts in th~ direction of 
the enemy to gain information. 

A patrol of this sort will receive orders from the Piquet 
~ommander on the following points :-

1. Direction (or road) to be followed in going and 
returning; 

2. Distance to go ; 
3. Ground particularly to be examined j 

4. Time expected hack. 
It must be remembered that Reconnoitring Patrols are 

not intended to fight, but to discover the approach of 
the enemy and get information concerning him. Vigilance, 
silence and prudence are to be strictly enjoined on them. 
Their duty is to see without being seen. 
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It should be an axiom with all leaders never to 
sacrifice life to obtain information which they cm equally 
well obtain by other means. For imtance, the enemy may 
be in close proximity to the camp, the country outside the 
Outpost line of the camp may be of an enclosed and broken 
nature accessible perhaps by only one or two roads or 
tracks. To order small patrols out daily to penetrate far 
into this enclosed country, and to march along a well 
known track, would often invite the way-laying and 
murder of the patrols; information could probably be 
equally well obtained by stealth, by spies, by utilising 
high ground and powerful field glasses, or, if desirable, by 
reconnaissance in force; but the best information of all is 
that obtained by daring and highly intelligent men who 
will gain information by stealth, without throwing away 
their lives uselessly, and who will know the information 
required and how to report it. The value of the services 
of men such as these, of whom there are a few in every 
regiment, cannot be too highly estimated or too fully 
recognized. 

SEOTION XVII.-DEl'ACHED OBSERVA
TION POSTS. 

When a place of special importance out of the general 
line has -to be watched, it will be done by a Detached 
Observation Post consisting of an Eight or a Section. This 
sort of Post would have one or two sentries, and would 
re~ieve its own sentries just in the same way t.hat an 
ordinary Observation Post does, the only difference being 
t,hat the detached Post would generally keep its sentries 
closer to it, so as to have the men more concentrated. 

11 
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When such a Post is necesr;ary, it will be furnished from 
the Support, and pe attacheci to the nearest Piquet for 
orders and communication. 

SECTION XVIII.-EXAMINATION POSTS. 

The object of Examination Posts is to have defined 
channels through which alone strangers and others 
approaching the out-post line are allowed to pass. Such a 
post should be placed on a line of approach, and to it all 
unauthorized persons should be conducted. A selected 
norl·col11mi.s~ioned officer and three or four men are usually 
sufficient for one post. The number of Examination Posts 
and their position are arranged by the Officer Commanding 
Outposts. They will be furnished from the Supports, and 
attached to a neighbouring Piquet; and their position will 
be made known to all Piquet commanders, who, in turn, 
will inform all ranks under them. 

SECTION XIX.--RULES FOR PIQUETS 
AND OBSERVATION POSTS. 

1. No man to leave the Post or Piquet. 
2. Arms and Ammunition to be always ready. 
:1. No fires except ,vith special permission in concealed 

places. 
4,. No noise or loud talking. 
5. Every man must be alert one hour before daybreak. 

This is the most likely hour for an attack. 
6. Piquets and Posts pay no compliments. If a superior 

officer visits the Piquet or Post the Leader alone salutes 
him. 
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As has been already stated, the normal strength of a 
Piquet should be four Eights and their Leaders, besides 
Section Officers-any Detached Post beyond the Piquet line, 
not forming part of the general line of resistance, should 
be furnished by the Support, also any examination Post
both these posts will be attached to the nearest Piquet. 

The strength of a Support should roughly equal the 
number of Piquets it furnishes. 

SECTIUN XX.-OUTPOST RESERVE. 

1. A special Reserve will only be used when the Outpost 
force is large, 01' when the Outposts hold the defensive 
position selected for occupation by the main body in ca~e 
of attack, for in this case the position must be held. 

2. If no Reserve is specially detailed, the inlying Piquets 
of the Command that furnishes the Outpost troops will act 
in that capacity. 

3. The strength of a special Reserve will vary with the 
distance of the Outposts from the main body, the nature 
of the ground and the vicinity of the enemy. 

4. The Reserve must maintain communication with the 
Supports by means of patrols, signalling, or field telegraph. 

5. It may often be advisable to divide the Reserve into 
two or even more parts, when, for instance, the Outpost 
position is very extended, or the country intersected or 
difficult. 

6. The troops forming the Reserve should, as a rule, 
make use of all available shelter. 

lli 
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7. If there is any chance of an attack at dawn or in the 
evening, the Reserve should move up close to the Supports 
until the Patrols report that there is no danger. 

SEOTION XXI.-FLAGS OF TRUOE. 

On the approach of a flag of truce the nearest lookout 
sentry advances to meet it, so as to prevent the bearer 
overlooking the Posts. Word is at once sent by the Com
mander of the Observation Posts to superior aut.holity (or 
Examining Post., if there is one) for instructions. 

If permission is given for the flag to enter the line, the 
individuals bearing it must be blindfolded and sent under 
escort to the officer commanding the Outposts. 

SECTION XXII.-OUTPOST POSITION AT 
NIGHT. 

Outposts at night should, as a rule, be drawn in closer to 
the camp, but they will always hold the junction of roads 
or other important lines of approach, as at night., except 
in very open country, the enemy can only advance by roads 
and tracks. These should, therefore, be strongly occupied, 
together with any bridges or fords in advance of the Out
post position. 

Alterations in the disposition of the Outposts for night 
work should be arranged during daylight and be carried 
out after dusk. 

In a mixed force, if the Outpost Cavalry is withdrawn 
at nightfall inside the Infantry Outposts, Standing Cav'alry 
Patrols or Posts may sometimes advantageously be left out 
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to the front and flanks to watch i:nportant roads, bridges, 
and fords beyond the reach of the Infantry Patrols. 

The first line of resistance at night (irrespective of that 
given by advanced Standing Patrols at certain important 
points above described) should be furnished by the Piquet 
line. 

The two Observation Posts of each Piquet will, there
fore, fall back at night into a general line with the Piquet 
which has furnished them at four 01' five hundred yards 
from it on either side. 

All the Piquets and Obsel'vation Posts will thus form 
the first line of resistance round the Outposts. 

The Support at night will generally occupy much the 
same position as in the day-or it may be drawn a little 
closer to the Piquets. 

SEOTION XXIII.-RELIEF ()F THE 
OUTPOSTS. 

vVhen a force marches, the Uutposts are not to quit their 
positions until the measures for the protection of the march 

,. are complete. 

If the force remains baIted for any length of time, tbe 
Outposts should be relieved from the Reserve (or from the 
main bJdy, as the case may be) every 24 hoUl's. 

The relief of the Outpost Companies or of the whole 
Outposts is thus carrted out :-

The relieving force parades in some central position to 
receive its order;; from the Commander of the Outposts or 
Section of the Outposts as ordered. 
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Each Commander of an Outpost Company takes his 
Company to the position held by the Support of the Com
pany he is to relieve; and having communicated with the 
Commander of this Company, sends out his Piquets, and, 
if necessary, Detached and Examining Posts. 

The new Piquets take post alongside the old, and -the 
new Sections split up and take post. alongside the Observa
tion Post Eights they relieve, the old and new Leaders of 
Sections and Eights proceeding to relieve the ~entrit's 
together. Commanders of the old and the new Piquets 
will also go round together and make certain that all 
orden; and information have been correctly transmitted. 
At the same time, the men detailed for Reconnoitring 
Patrols in both Piquets go out together, so that the new 
Patrols may be shown the ground, &0., by those who are 
already acquainted with it. 

j juring the relief the officers going off duty communicate 
everything regarding their Piquets to the officer who 
relieves them; any special orders being handed over III 

writing togetber with rough sketches of the ground. 

As soon as the Patrols have returned and reported all 
secure, the old Piquets fall back, and the new ones take 
over the work. 

If the Commander of a Company or of a Section of the 
Outposts finds that his Support is unduly weak after 
furnishing Piquets and other duties he will report to 
Superior authority. 
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If Outposts are relieved in the morning, the new Out
posts should l'arade in time to receive their Orders, and to 
march off an hour before dawn. 

When Obset'vation Posts are withdrawn at night and 
re-posted in the morning, the enemy becoming aware of 
the system sometimes endeavours to ambush the Out
posts as they proceed to their positions in the early 
morning. ,It is often possible to arrange with the in
habitants to notify the presence of the enemy by a sign 
such as a ladder placed against a house, clothes hung on a 
line, smoke from a certain chimney, &c. For doing this 
the inhabitants should be liberally rewarded. 

Outposts-Concluding Remarks. 

Officers Commanding units, especially when in immediate 
contact with an enemy, should consider it their duty to 
acquaint themselves generally with the orders respecting 
the Outposts, or other measures of protection against sur
prise. If when night falls there are no orders or special 
arrangements made by higher authority, which may occa
sionally happen when troops are widely separated by fight
ing, and their command is consequently exposed to surprise, 
they must take measures either alone or with contiguous 
troops for the protection of their Section of front towards 
the enemy, no matter whether every man in their Command 
sleeps rifle by his side, and no matter of what arm of the 
service their unit is composed. 
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Having described Orgrmization and Drill, Pal·t I.; The Rifle, 
Skirmishing, etc., Part II.; The preparation and distribution of 
Orders, Part III.; Scouting and Reconnaissance, Part IV.; Marches, 
Part V.: the Protection of Troops on the March, Part VI.; The Pro
tection of Troops when halted, Part VII., I now proppse to /l"ive a 
general outlinu of the possible operations of a Brigade ad vancmg in 
an enemy's countr.'·, and acting more or less independently. 

SECTION 1.- BRIGADIER'S DlJTIES. 

A Commander before setting out w:th his force should 
first receive information somewhat as follows :-

What is known of the enemy's position and movements. 

All outline of the work which the officer in command of 
the main body desires to have done. 

Means available for transmitting information. 

AlTangements a,s to supplies. 

Brigade in Contact. 

We will now ftssume that a Brigade has advanced into 
the enemy:~ country, and its Brigadier hail received a ['eport 
from the (J.C. Advanced Guard that the advanced Parties 
are in contact with the enemy, that he has halted and 
has gone forward to reconnoitre. 
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The Leaders in charge of the various sections of the 
advance will, if they find it impossible to proceed, place 
their parties on good positions, will perwnally verify the 
reports sent into them and endeavour to get more informa
tion of the enemy, sending it, when sifted, to the Officer 
Commanding the Advanced Guard (Vide" Reports"). 

Before proceeding to. reconnoitre, as above, the Officer 
Commanding the Advanced Guard will arrange for a Staff 
Officer to remain and receive and forward all messages that 
come for him. 

He will furthermore order up the Support on to a good 
position, and will bring his guns into action if he has a 
good target. 

The Brigadier oil. receiving the information will, if the 
situation requires it, order the main body on to suitable 
ground, which lends itseif to defence. 

He will himself reconnoitre and 'consider the situation, 
taki~ care that the mechanism of command follows him 
at a suitable distance, (Vide" Communication of Orders"). 

The Officer Commanding the guns will as a rule come 
with the Brigadier to look for pORitions for the guns. 

Having carefully considered the situation, the Brigadier 
will decide what to do. 

H he finds that the enemy is noo in great force he 
will strengthen his Advanccld Companies wherever desir
able, at the same time sending a portion of his force to 
attack the enemy in flank. 

If the enemy is in great force and holds on to his 
position and the Brigadier decides to attack, he will issue 
instructions for the disposition of the force and the plan of 
attack. 
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SECTION n.-ATTACK ARRANGEMENTS. 

The principle on which a.ttacks are conducted is the 
same whether the force engaged be a Comp:my a 
Battalion or a Brigade. 

In planning an attack in force the Brigadier will be 
guided by the knowledge that owing to the accuracy and 
long range of modElrn rifle fire, it will usually be a long and 
costly process to try to overpower the enemy by a frontal 
attack alone. He will therefore rather divide up his force, 
so that with a portion of it he can attack or hold the enemy 
in front, while with another portion he endeavours to 
envelope hill! l'ound either one flank or both flanks, and 
strike at his rear. Surprise is a most important element 
in outflanking attackR, so that eyery ad vantage should be 
taken of the ground to conceal this movement. 

He will arrange for the watching and protection of his 
flanks and rear, taking care that he has a stronger'force 
on that flank where the enemy appears to be in greater 
strength. 

He will assign to each Battalion its duty in the operation. 
If it is to be a portion of the attackirig line he will assign 
to it the section of the enemy's position it is to attack. 

Note.-Eaeh Section or Battalion of the attneking Force would 
p~obably be eli ,·iel,ed,. according to the general rule,. ~nto (a) Firing line 
With Scouts and ,'Supports; (b) Reserve to the Fumg Lme and Sup· 
ports nnd al,o to meet Flank attacks. This Reserve would be under 
control of the C.O. "f the Battalion. Oommanding officers of Bnttalions 
in armnging their Oompanies for the attack should endeavour to rein. 
foren from the same unit ns long as possible. 

In ,'pry op"n ground the distances between the various lines of 
a.dvance. s~ould lw greater than in cou!ltry a.fIording cover, in such 
ground It IS often ad vlsable to start off With a very strong firing line. 
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He will retain a portion of the force as a Reserve under 
his own orders to meet contingencies. 

He will draw attention to any positions 01' peculiarities 
of ground he intends to turn to account during the advance, 
and in cases where Machine Guns are used in batteries he 
may indicate the positions to be occupied by them. 

The Brigade Signalling Officer, after hearing the plan of 
attack, will arrange for a complete system of signalling 
between all portions of the force. 

Xote.-'Yhen an attack is made on a strong position by a force 
unable to advance on a large frontage it is especially necessary that a 
strong covering party should be provided, as the enemy having nothing 
GO fear on his flanks, should he repel the attack will most assuredly 
advance and endeavour to turn the repuls~ into a disaster. 

Before and during the fight the Brigadier's posItIOn 
ought to be one where he can obtain an extensive view, 
and also be sufficiently central for the quick receipt of 
reports and the despatch of orders. He ought to indicate 
his position to officers commanding, and if he moves from it 
temporarily, should leave a staff officer to receive and 
transmit orders. If he permanently changes his posi.tion 
he should at once inform C. O.'s of his new position. 

After a successful attack important points won should 
be placed in a state of defence. Though it is difficult 
to carry a full complement of entrenching tools, this does 
not alter the fact that in modern war the rifle and cover 
against an enemy's bullets should always go, as much as 
circumstances permit, hand in hand. Whether cover be 
natural or artificial, iL must al ways be the helpmate to the 
rifle. 
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SEOTION IlL-THE PURS 0 IT. 

No victory is complete unless it is instantly followed 
up, the pursuit is best performe~ by Cavalry but a com
bination of Infantry and Cavalry can often be employed 
with great ad vantage, the general lines on which it should 
be carried out are that all available troops should be em
ployed, and no time should be allowed the enemy to 
rally, to take up a. fre~h position, or to form rear guards. 
Every gun should be brought into action at decisive 
range j and every available man be used to head off- the 
retreat, to capture the artillery, and to effect the ~mrrender 
of the enemy. 

Not,s for Leaders in Attack. 

It i, llO'e""ary that Lertders should clearly understrtnd the inten' 
tions of the ('''ll1illantl''r of tLe Force, rtnd explain tlwm to their sub
ordiw,tes. Sllttic-i"nt instruction" mU8t Ill' given, but without unduly 
burdening lIH-'llIUrl":-i and fettering initiative. 

In t:eking his firing line into action a Company Leader must not 
11Ierel,- give the dist:1nue and nothing more. His glasses should be out, 
ami tll "e of his subordinates. to note the places and ranges where his 
fire will have most etfect; his whistle "hould be ready to sign"l to his 
men tu Of'''se fire, WlldI1"r to correct their range, or to steady and pre
vent them frol11 getting Ollt of hrtnd, or again to concentrate fire on 
l"'rtaiu 110in t~ of attn l:k. 

:.Ylany young soldiers "re inclined to be unste"dy when under fire for 
the tiJ'.':;t, till1e, TI()!. l,ec:ause they are afraid, but becam~e their nerves are 
highl,· "trung. TIIP otticer's voice, coolne"s and ex"mpie have" most 
l't-ut-surill!:; effect. 

The COnll'any L,·af],.r onght to 1,,· near enough to his Unit of 
Dir,·etion to gd CJnickly t<l the front in order to study the country and 
See Wlth h1' own eyp, what is taking place. He is then in a position to 
judge how and when to re-inforee, and also the bl'st method to adopt 
in making the ne"t advance. 
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It is the duty of a Company Leader to co-operate with the uther 
attacking Companies and watch for opportunities to support their 
advance. 

Ha must take every opportunity of rallying and re-organizing his 
own Company. ' 

The foregoing instructions to Company Le:tders apply equally to 
Section and Eight Leaders who 'oust c:trefully consider and enter into 
the spirit of them. No definite rules can be laid down, but the follow
ing are. points which every leader will have to consider and remtmber : 

He must look out for cover ahead, make up his mind as to the best 
way to get to it, and le:td his men to it. 

He must see that the general direction of the ad vance is kept. 

He must keep firing in hand (no wild ,hooting), point out the 
target, get the range, concentrate the fire. 

He must keep his eye on the ammunition-he must not run ,hol't 
of it. 

He must see that signals and orders are passed quicld!1 and 
correctly. 

He must co·operate with the remainder of the Section or Company. 

SEO'l'ION IV.-THE DEFENOE. . 
It is now necessary to consider anothet' possible phase 

in connection with the Brigade whose progl ess we have 
been following j it has, we will assume, beaten a considera
ble force of the enemy, has got possession of an important 
railw.ay centre and one or more bridges across a great river, 
and in accordance with orders, is holding the captured 
position until reinforcements arrive. Messages, however 
have come in from Reconnoitring Patrols to report that 
large forces of the enemy are on the march to retake the 
place. 

The Brigadier has now to arrange for Defence instead 
of Attack, and of course he will bear in mind that the 
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(feneral principles governing the latter apply equally to the 
former. Therefore, :tmongst other things, the line of 
defence must be divided into convenient Sections, each 
having its Firing Line, its Supports, and its Reserve. 
Also, there must be a general Reserve, and there must, if 
possible, be provision for counter attacks. Also, the Posi
tion should be entrenched and strengthened in every possi
ble way and laterai communications provided. The 
Brigadier would also enjoin the provision of easily 
accessible stores of Water and Ammunition for the use of 
the various Sections of the Defence. He will also see to it 
that Patrols are pushed well out, and that generally every 
precaution is taken which would be taken by a man who 
having studied his profession is wise before the event rather 
than after it. 

Notes for Leaders in Defence; 
Subordinate Leader" in the D"fence will, besides being acquainted 

with the general principles on which a Defence is conducted, sep. to it that 
the Firing Line and the entrenchments are well concealed, that ranges 
an' taken, that ammunition and, if possible, water, is plentiful and 
halldy, that tlll"l'e is no waste of ammunition; that if opportunities for 
luc:t! counter attack "r"sent themselvp-s, they are promptly made avail 
of, that. all ground which t.he enemy might use as cover to conceal his 
advance is specinJly watched. 

SECTION V.-RETIREMENTS. 

There are few military movements more difficult to carry 
out successfully than a retirement. 

The principle on which retirements should be made cali 
be exemplified as follows :-

For example, a Battalion of Infantry has received orders 
to force back the enemy's outposts and obtain information; 
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the object having been achieved, the order is given to retire. 
The enemy, however, are gathering in force and threaten-
ing the retirement. . 

Some position with it good field of fire on the line of 
retirement, is selected by the Oommanding Officer and 
pointed out to Oompany Leadet·s. 

Probably a couple of Oompanies would be sent back to 
hold this, the flanks of the retirement being protected by 
parties who have orders to conform to the movements of 
the main body, 

Directly the position in rear is occupied the remaining 
Oompanies would retire on it at a smart pace, leaving say 
an Eight out of each Oompany behind with plenty of am
munition, and with. orders to keep up a heavy fire to 
deceive the enemy. 

Directly the retiring Oompanies are out of range of 
effective rifle fire, these men would retire quickly. 

Smaller and larger bodies wilL effect retirements on the 
same principle, Artillery and Machine Guns covering the 
retirement from wuere they can do effective service 
without running the risk of capture. 

Retirement of a Force by Day. 
Unless effected under cover of a sufficient Rear Guard, a 

retirement within range of an enemy by day must result 
in great loss of life if he pursues vigorously. It is far 
better to leave the force where it is until nightfall, and 
then to slip away covered by a smaIl rear guard. The 
reason for the loss of life in retiring by daylight is obvious. 
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If men are being shot at they will scratch themselves into 
the ground and get cover. \Vhen they move to retire, the 
cover is gone, and the enemy's opportunity commences. 

SECTION Vl.-MACHINE GUNS. 
A sufficient numbtor of machine guns should, when pos· 

sible, be attached to every force acting in the field. 

Every knoll or point of vantage which commands the 
enemy's position may be well utilized for the action of a 
machine gun. 

Machine guns are very useful with advanced and flank
ing comr;anies in clearing away the enemy's scouts. 

During an action they will form a most valuable addi
tion in carrying out the general scheme of attack by pour
ing in lead at the right moment-especially is a stream 
of bullets helpful when the troops they support are advanc
ing across open ground. On outpost and other detached 
duties, as well as for the purpose of temporarily holding 
a position which may have been gained, or for holding 
a defile, or for the protection of bivouacs, their action 
will be extremely useful. 

Officers in charge of machi~e guns ml.ij!t have dash and 
judgment in handling them. They should not wait to be 
ordered to come into action, but should suggest to the 
commanding officer places where the guns could be taken 
and used to the best advantage. 

A machine gun with its light equipment can always fall 
back so rapidly that it will generally be better to leave it 
in action as long as possible and unt,il its preservation 
makes retreat an absolute necessity. 
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In c-tse of a repulse, machine guns properly handled in 
well selected positions should make it very difficult for the 
pursuit to· push home its attack; and under shelter of 
their fire, time may be gained for the arrival of reinforce
ments or for reforming. 

SECTION VII.-CONVOY ESCORTS 

All Convoy Escorts must have Advanced, Flank and 
Rear Guards, with Scouts well out so as to give timely 
warning of attack. 

The officer in command of the escort is where he can 
best superintend the movements of the whule body. 

The escort must alwaYB conform to the pace of the 
column. Wagons conveying gunpowder or ammunition 
should never move out of a walk. Ammunition columns 
should never halt in towns or in the vicinity of fires, and 
the escort should not in any circumstances be allowed to 
smoke. 

Escorts to prisoners or ammunition always march with 
rifles loaded. 

The escort or guard actually with the baggage, if suffi
ciently sorong, is formed as follows :-

(a) A portion immediately in front and in rear of the 
convoy. If the convoy is of great length 11 party should 
also march in the centre. 

(b) Two men per wagon, one on each side, to give 
assistance, apply the skid, scotch the wheels, &c. These 
men if dismounted must not place their rifles on or hang 
on to the wagons. During a long march they should be 
relieved from time to time. 

12 
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(c) The remainder should be placed. so as best to meet 
an attack. 

The arrangements for the protection of a convoy at night 
will be similar in principle to those which relate to the 
protection of troops when halted. 

SECTION VIlI.-NIGHT OPERATIONS. 
General Rules. 

1. As a means of outmanceuvering an enemy, of surpris
ing him by an unexpected transfer of troops on the field of 
battle, of massing unexpectedly against a weak point, and 
of threatening his line of retreat, night operations are of 
value, both in attack and defence. 

2. Night attacks may be made during the darkness, but 
they are more usually so timed that the assault is delivered 
just as the light begms to break. In neither case should 
such an operation be undertaken without first reconnoitr
ing as thoroughly ~s possible the ground over which the 
attacking force must pass. 

3. Reconnaissance from a distance is insufficient. The 
officers who are to guide the for.ce, even if well acquainted 
with the ground, should traverse as much of the route as 
practicable, both by day and by night. It is important to 
ascertain whether there are obstacles near the position, 
or works which would hinder the advance of the attacking 
troops. 

4. An attack delivered during darkness would usually 
be made by small parties, to seize an outpost position or 
some isolated post, to surprise an ill-trained and unvigilant 
enemy; or, in siege warfare, to capture advanced works 
and trenchf'~. 
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5. If an enemy is vigilant and well posted, nothing but 
extreme necessity can justify an attack at night on a large 
scale. Large bodies would usually be moved under cover 
of darkness, and the attack delivered at dawn. 

Night Operations by Large Bodies.
Preliminary Measures. 

1. A position of assembly must be selected beforehand 
where the normal march formation ici to be abandoned. 
The distance of the position of assembly from the position 
to be attacked depends on the nature of the country, the 
enemy's vigilance, the possibilities of discovery, and the 
size and composition of the attacking force. 

2. It is also necessary to decide beforehand the place 
where the columns are to deploy for attack. This place is 
termed the Position of Deployment. It should not be less 
than 1,000 yards from the point which it is intended to 
attack. 

. In certain circumstances, e. g., in very open and level 
country, the position of deployment may coincide with the 
position of assembly. 

3. Both the position of assembly and the position of de
ployment should be easy to recogni~e. From the former 
position to the latter, and from it again to the points 
selected for attack, compass bearings should be carefully 
taken and noted. The distances between these points 
must also be ascertained as accurately as circumstances 
admiw 

12i 
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4. It may sometimes be possible to mark for some 
distance, by means of stones painted white, empty biscuit 
tins, or otherwise, the line of march of the attacking 
column, or columns, without exciting the enemy,s sus
picions. 

5. ]f two or more points are to be attacked simulta
neously, care must be taken, in selecting the positions of 
assembly and the positions of deployment, that the various 
forces advancing from them will not converge towards one 
another to such an extent that, there ,is a danger of their 
meeting or crossing one another. 

6, A dibtinguishing mark should be ordered for the 
troops, and a watchword decided on. The commander of 
the force ~hould wear an easily distinguishable badge. 

7. The materials necessary for surmountillg or cutting 
through obstacles, and for entrenching the position· when 
captured, must be arranged for. 

s. Rockets may usefully be employed as the signal for 
assault. 

9. In seige operations, scaling ladders, light bridging 
material, haybags, fascines, gabions, &c" must be carriea 
by parties specially detailed. 

Distribution of Attacking Force. 

1. The attack may be made on t\\'o or mOl e points of 
the enemy's position, and in this case the attackino- force 
will be divided into t,wo or more columns each ~ith a 
distinct objective, The assaults should' be delivered 
simultaneously. 
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2. The weapon used in the night attack is the bayonet. 
Infantry, if available, will therefore, usually deliver the 
assault. ~Iounted troops and artillery should be kept 
separate, and should not be allowed to conle in cont~ct 
with the enemy until daybreak. 

3. Each attacking column should have a reserve, which 
will follow it at about -400 yards. If there is it check, this 
reserve must Le used t·) storm the position. 

A detachment of engineers, provided with entrenching 
implements, should accompany the reserve. 

4. The general reserve will be about half a mile further 
blCk, and behind it will probably he the mounted troop~, 
the artillery, and the reserve ammunition. The machine 
guns, ammunition mules, led horses, and the whole of the 
first line transport of all units taking part in the attack 
will usually be kept in rear of the general reserve. 

No vehicle should, as a rule, be allowed in advance of 
the general reserve. 

The Attack. 

1. Before the troops move uff from the position of 
assembly, it is essential the orders should be clearly 
explained to ail ranks, so that everyone may know :-

1. The object in view. 
11. The formation to be adopted at the position of 

deployment. 
Ill. The part he has to play. 
IV. His action is case the enemy is not surprised. 
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2. The following instructions should be repeated two 01' 

three times to the men by the company officers: 
1. No one is to load without a distinct order. 

ii. Until daylight, bayonet;', only are to be used. 
iii. Aboolute silence is to be maintained until the 

moment of assault. 
iv. If obstacles are encountered, the troops will lie 

clown till a passage has been cleared. 

3. Every effort must be made to ensure the maintenance 
of lateral communication between different columns, so 
that the assaults may be delivered simultaneously. Com
munication between columns, and with the reserves and 
the general reserve, is best secured by means of mounted 
officers. 

4. If the force has deployed for attack at more than 
1,000 yards from the point to be attacked, it should be 
halted for the shortest possible time when that limit is 
reached, to enable the furmation to be corrected before the 
order for the further advance is ,2'i\'en. 

5. If hostile patrols, scouts, or advanced parties are 
encountered, 6\'ery endeavor must be made to destroy or 
capture them without noise. They must be rushed in 
silence with the bayonet without a moment's hesitation. 

6. If, after the position of deployment has been left, the 
enemy opens fire, all ranks should understand that it is 
their duty to press forward, cost what it may.-

In certain circumstances, how eyer, it may be quite URe
les~, if a surprise cannot be effected, to subject the troops 
to the heavy losses entailed by an assault. In this case 
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the men will be ordered, directly the enemy opens fire, to 
lie down, and the reserve should take up a position 
whence it can cover the retirement of the attacking 
troops. 

7. If an assault at dawn succeeds, the mounted troops 
should push forward with all !'peed anj endeavour to get 
round the flank of the retreating foe. If it fails, they will 
do thpir utmost to protect the retiring infantry while the 
artillery takes up a rallying position. 

Formations and Protect jon. 

1. At the position of assembly, the normal march forma
tion will usually be changed for a preparatory formation 
which will bring the force more directly under its com
mander's control, and from which deployment for attack 
will be easy. 

It is important that the formation adopted should 
facilitate the guidance of the troops across country. 

Infantry brigades will, as a rule, be most suitably 
formed in column of battalion quarter columns or massses. 

2. Patrols, under officers, at about 100 yards in advance, 
and on the flanks of the column, and connected with it bv 
connecting links at close interval, usually afford the beRt 
protection to troops advancing across open country in a 
preparatory formation. 

3. It is not safe to count on troops moving in a prepara
tory formation faster than a mile an hour. 

4. At the position of deployment, the assaulting force 
and the reserves will be formed on a broad front. 
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For a briIYade or battalion, a suitable formation is two 
lines of hallbattalions, at from 50 to 100 yardsdistanee, 
or four lines of half-battalions in single line. 

Guiding Columns by Night in Open Country.* 

1. The route should be fixed by compass b'larings, the 
points where any change of direction is necessary noted, 
the distances between clearly defined, and, whf\n practic
able, easily recognisable points measured. 

:l. The general direction can be effectively kept by means 
of stars. It is, therefore, important that an officer should 
practice taking bearings by the stars. 

:3. The officer leading the advance must be sufficiently 
far in advance of the troop8 to prevent the needle of his 
compass being affected by the rities. Connection between 
him and the column should be kept by means of men, 
following one another at short distances. 

4. An officer, other than the one guiding the column, 
should invariably be detailed to check the distance 
marched. 

;3. When troops are in column, distances from front to 
~'ear are best preserved by means of knotted ropes; 
mtervals, by the exten~ion of men. 

f(1l1~~\ ~l:L~lillons p,lint is ayailil ble. it. lllay be used to ;Hl \'nntage as 

i. ('Ollll.'il. .... "'l'.,., ."honlcl he jll"4'jlill'('(1 \dtll it: those with a nloyable bar. 
o. wll1('h (';Ill hI;' : .. ;(·t.to tIll' \'(·qni]'('(llll';ll'ing. are the best. 
11. -'- rong'l! t j'(I (;'1 ng' frOlU t hL' llH\P placed oyer a piece of cardboard 

... _,llL'('pill',:d wlt.h lUll.inous paint i..., of yalnc. 
111. (,(fll,llL'dlng 11nks aN well n:-.; cOllllnanders 011 the flanks of 

~n.~~~tl·Y l'Olnnln~ roDS \\"il h .-ulYantnge be pI'o"idell ,yUh luminous 
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Orders for Night Operations. 
1. The following are the points to be attended to in 

framing orders :-
i. Time of assembly at, and departure from position 

of assembly. Description of position of assembly. 
n. Order of march, and formations on leaving the 

position of assembly. Distances and intervals. 
Maintenance of communication. 

lll. Compass bearing Gf the route. 
IV. Time and duration of halts. 
v. If possible, the position (If deployment should be 

de>cribed, and its distance from the position of 
assembly and fl'om the point selected for attack 
notified. 

Vi. Formation to be adopted at the position of deploy
ment. 

Vll. Special im,tructions for the assault, and the signal 
for it. 

Vlll. Action in case the enemy opens fire. 
IX. Action in case the enemy attacks, eithet' in front or 

from the flanks. 
x. Distinctive marks and watchword. 

Xl. Place of the commander at the position of assembly, 
during the march thence, and ,Lt the position of 
deployment. 

2. Orders will usually be communicated beforehand to 
those officers only from whom act.ion is required, so that 
timely arrangements may be made. "C"ntil the troops reach 
the position of assembly, no more should be made known 
to them than is absolutely necessal y. It may be advisable, 
in order to deceive spies, that misleading orders should be 
given out. 
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SECTION IX -SUPPLY AND TRANSPORT 
OF S.A. (.303-INCH) AMMUNITION 

IN THE FIELD. 

Supply and transport of ammunitionin 
in the field. 

Se7'vice ammunition and Battalion reserve.-A battalion 
takes with it into the field, in regimental charge. 

Service I 100 rounds per rifle, carried by the 
soldier; 

Ammunition. I 4,000 rounds for the machine gun. 

Battalion 
reserve. 

:l boxes (1,100 rounds to the box) on 
each two pack animals; and 

16 boxes in each of four S.A.A. carts. 

Officers commanding battalions are responsible for the 
ammunition in regimental charge. 

They will arrange for the replenishment of this ammu
nition at every favourable opportunity. They are respon
sible that the ammunition in men's pouches is complete" 
and that when ammun~tion is expended, pouches are 
refilled with the least possible delay. 

Un the march, the two pack anilllals and two of the 
S.A.A. carts will follow immediately in rear of each bat
talion; the remaining two S.A.A. carts of each battalion 
will be formed into a Brigade Reserve and follow in rear 
of the Brigade. 

Each brigadier will detail a. mounted officer to take 
charge of the brigade reserve of S.A. ammunition. 
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Divisional and Corps Reserves oj S.A. Ammunition.
One S.A.A. section is attached to each of the two brigade
division ammunition columns, C.F.A., with the divisional 
artillery. These sections form the divisional reserye of 
S.A. a~munition (77 rounds per rifle, and 8/00 rounds 
per machine gun). 1n action they may be detached from 
artillery ammunition columns, brought together in some 
suitable position, or distributed between brigades, as the 
General Officer Commanding division may think advisable. 

In the ammunition park is carried a corps reserye of 
55 rounds per rifle, and 9,000 rounds per machine gun. 

The divi'iional and corps reserves are in artillery charge. 

General arrangements in attack.-One pack animal 
and one S.A.A. cart will follow each half-battalion, as 1011g 
as hostile fire will permit; the pack animal in rear of the 
supports, the cart in rear of the reserve. 

The brigade reserve of ammunition will follow in rear of 
the centre of the brigade, or as the General Officer Com
manding may direct. 

Officers commanding battalions and officers in charge of 
brigade reserves of ammunition will keep themselves 
mutually informed of each other's position. 

When a S.A.A. cart with a battalion is emptied, it will 
be sent back to the brigade reserve, and will he replaced 
by a full cart. As soon as there are four empty S.A.A. 
carts with the brigade reserve the officer in charge will 
send a message as follows to the officer in charge of the 
divisional reserve: "Send up four S.A.A. carts to the 
-th brigade." It is, however, unnecessary to wait till 
four carts are empty, if ammunition is urgently required. 
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On the arrival of the carts from the divisional l'eserve, 
the hor8e9 will be unhooked and changed, and empty carts 
sent back to the divisional reserve. 

In the event of a brigade in action being ordered to 
advance through wooels or over broken ground wher8 com
munication cannot be maintened, the t:i.A.A. carts of the 
brigade reserve may be distributed between battalions, 
and the eli \Oisional reserve would conform to the genr.ral 
movement. 

J n the case of a battalion being detached to any distance 
a similar coursr. would be pursued, a brigade reserve being 
re·formed as soon as possible. 

A battalion allotted as corps infantry draws on the 
~.A.A. section >l,ttached to the brigade·division ammuni
tion column C.F.A. with the corps artillery. 

Instruct ions )01' thp officer in charge oj the brigade r'eserve 
of ammunition. 

(i) H" will as soon as possible open up communication 
with the divisional reserve. 

(ii) A mounted orderlv will be sent to him from the 
divisional reserve" to be used only for t' e purpose 
of communicating with the divisional reserve. 

(iii) The earliest opportunity is to be taken (when four 
S.A.A. carts are empty, or sooner if necessary) to 
fill up empty carts from the divisional reserve. 
The brigade reserve should be regarded as available 
for the brigade generally, and also in case of neces
sity it will supply ammunition to any troops 
engaged. 

(i\') Men and horses belonging to the brigade reserve 
are not to be sent to the divisonal reserve. 
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}len and horses belonging to the divisional 
reserve are not to be sent further to the front 
than the brigade reserve, except in a case of 
emergency. / 

(v) Empty B.A.A. carts are to remain with the brigade 
re~erve until they are replaced by full ones. 

(vi) Receipts prepared by the officer in charge of the 
divisional i-eserve' will be signed by the officer in 
charge of the brigade reserve for the numbc'r of full 
carts received by him. 

(vii) After an action or during a pause in the engage-
• ment all deficiences of ammullItion must be made 

good from the divisional reserve. 

Battalion an'angements jor issuing extra ammunition.
Each company comtllander will detail one non-commissioned 
officer and two privates to act as ammunition carriers (if 
the company is st.rong, three privates should be detailed). 
Only men of strength and activity should be Felected for 
this duty, the importance of which cannot be overrated.-

vVhenever a serious engagement is imminent, officers 
commanding battalions will issl,le to the men 50 rounds 
from the S.A.A. carts, so that, if possible, every man shall 
carry 150 rounds on his. person. The extra ammunition 
should generally be issued before leaving t,he haltin~ place 
of the previous night. 

During an action every opportunity will he taken for 
supplying ammunition to the firing line by sending some 
up by carriers or with reinforcements. The carriers bring 
the ammunition from the pack animals (or from the B.A.A. 
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carts) in canvas ammunition bag8, and d.istribute it to ~he 
men in the ranks. The bags, when not III use, are carned 
one on each pack animal and eight on each S A.A. cart. 
The loads are not to exceed 600 rounds to each carrier. 

When more ammunition is required by the firing line 
it will be ~aken forward by any men at hand, acting as 
carriers. 

The carriers will move direct to the companies for which 
they are destined. If there is a difficulty in their getting 
back they may be retained in their ranks till the action is 
over. 

It is the duty of section and squad commanders to make 
sure that all ammunition from the killed and wounded is 
collected and distributed. 

The ~ystem of carrying ammunition by hand, here pro
vided fo1', is not to prevent every endeavour being made to 
push the S. A. A. carts as far forward as practica,ble. They 
ought, in ordinary circumstances, to get within 1,OCO yards 
of the firing line, and in broken and undulating ground 
considerably nearer. With pack animals, it should be 
practicable to get within 500 yards of ths firing line. 

The immense importance of having a supply of ammuni
tion out of sight of the enemy, and yet within easy reach 
of the firing line, will justify great risks being incurred in 
getting to such a position. 
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The soldier must be trained to observe ground always 
from a military point of view and especially with regard 
to its capabilities in relation to the working of tl'OOPS, and 
he should he able to compile without loss of time, a clear, 
concise, and practical report, and be able to execute a 
quick, rough sketch to accompany the report. The 
object of the sketch is to make the report clearer and 
shorter, therefore nothing should be written in the report 
which is clearly indicated on the sketch, and vice versa. 

Rough sketching by observing the genet'al direction of 
advance with a magnetic compass and noting the same in 
a pocket·book, gives excellent practical results. The 
soldier should endeavour to make himself proficient in the 
following points: 

To understand the conventional signs :-
To execute rough sketches of roads, rivers, railways, 

pORitions, a general line across country, &c. 
To measure distances on a map by scale. 
To write out from a map, clear directions, sufficient to 

enable a man to find his way from one place to another. 
To identify villages, farms, hills, &c. shown on a map. 
To find his way from one place to another in an unknown 

part of the country by means of a map only. 
To m~ke an intelligent written report on any given 

length of road. 

SEC'rrON I.-FIELD SKETCHES. 
The sketch should be drawn roughly to scalE', the scale 

being indicated both by drawing and in words. 
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The North and ;\Iagnetic North should always be indi
cated. 

A table of C.:mventional Signs used in military sketches 
is given herewith. 

A landscape sketch in outline, however rough, will often 
be of the greate,t value. Ranges and distances should be 
indicated on such sketches. 

Com,entional Signs.-The words in italics are descriptive 
only and should not be used in sketches; except in the 
case of describing materials of bridges, and in describing 
lands as " cultivation grass," "standing crops," &c. 

IHagnetlc Deeiination at the following places is as hereunder :-

London, Ont ... 
Toronto ... 
Kingston. 
Ottawa. 
:U')lItl",,1 
St. ,John'" P.i! 
ClllI') H'C 

1~ r~_'( 11 'l'ict( III 
Halifax ... 
\\'innipeg 
Y letona .. , .. ........... . 
Charlottetown, P. E. 1. .. 

~' \V 
70 W. 

100 W. 
120 30' W. 
E,~ "'. 
11; 'V. 
180 'Y. 
:le W. 

. 21 0 30' W. 
12' E. 
~~o ;iO' E. 
~-l0 'V. 

The Representative Fraction. 

The p.roportion which a map bears to the country repre
~ented IS expressed by the l'epcesentativll fraction, for 
Instance: 

H. F. 
63360 

:vhich mea.ns tha~ one mile, or one yard, or one foot, or one 
mch, of the drawmg represents 63,360 miles, yards, feet or 



CONVENTIONAL SIGNS 

House" ........ ... ... . .• 
Fory e.. ..... . .... J"t f /'lames 0/ Impor/an/ e,lus 
flghl House ... . i.L H and Tilles 0/ fl. .ns . . .. . HALIFAX 

W indmill .... . . . X 

tJ(ld Jes .. .. . ;:::: All other Pnn/lnq /hus ... Woo ds/ock . 

Churches, 

( wdh out SI)! re or Tower) + ,- wl th Sp ire) .... 
(wll h Tower) ~ 

f"-sf O/fie es , hotels, 5clIO ul hou s es, sawm Ills, gm t. 
mlfls.!. cheese factorl ( s ,!.'e dls f:,nYUlsed 6, fhe 
coll//entlof/al sIgn f or Ito uses and the letters 

?.O J H j S ; 5.M j G.M ; CF. Ihus:- _ P O 

Colors used: 
Wat er.. . .Blue 

Good Maw Roads , . ............ ... Brown 
Woods .. Gre'en 

Cul/ivallon . .... . . . _ . ... . .. Ye llo lt' 

Ifooden B v ildings .. ............... . Black. 
Stofle or BncA Buildtn'ls ... .. .. ... /fed. 

13 

{ 

o l!J~ r roads 
u ncolo red. 

trorlh 

POI nt 
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Railwa '!' 

!roads 

Telegraph or 
Telephone Lines 

Rivers 

Marsh 

Cli ff or ()uarry ~, 

Canal Locks _ " = 
Inlren ~hments ~ 
Arti ll ery . 6 · "1' 

Infantry L=l 0 

6 "." re!i Te l 

Trees or 
Orchard 

Heath 

Olrec/io n 

,lrIJo.. II ••• ,.01' ..... ;<> .... 

~,l" ....... ~~ ...... 

Battery ~ 
ea va l')' [SJ CSJ 

Site o(8atfle X 
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inches of the country. But to speak of a map being on a 
scale of 1 inch to 63,360 inches would be cumhersome, so we 
treat the fraction thus :-

I inch (on paper) = 63,360 inche8. 
1"" 5,280 feet. 
1"" 1,760 yards. 
1"" I mile. 

therefore, RF. IlTlnr = a scale I inch to II. mile. 
The use of the Representative Fraction is to enable the 

scale of any map to be debermined provided the Represen
tative Fraction is shown on it. Thus: the map may be a 
Russian or German map and the scale of measure not 
understood by the owner; but, if the R F. is shown, as, 
say for example, 'SOOlOO(f this means that 200·000 units of 
distance on the ground are represented by one unit of the 
same distance 011 the map (whether the unit is an inch or a 
foot, a metre or a verste is immaterial) and a scale can 
easily be constructed from this inform1tion. 

Simple and Quick Method of Sketching. 

The following is a simple and effecti ve method of making 
a quick sketch on service. Instruments required, compass, 
pencil, note book or paper: 

Suppose you are standing on high ground and the 
country to be sketched lies in front and to either side of 
you. The position where you stand is first marked en the 
paper by a dot (A). Next, with the help of the compass 
find the direction of the magnetic north; fix some ubject on 
this line, such as a tree, house, etc., draw a line connect
ing this object (B) with the dot (A), which marks your 
position. This is your magnetic meridian. The compass 

13k 
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can now be put away. Having set the map by pointing 
the line forming the magnetic meridian to the tree, house, 
or whatever the object may be which you have marked on 
this line, proceed to take rays from the dot (A) to all the 
surrounding objects. Each of these rays should Le marked, 
"to farm," .. to railway bridge," etc., etc., and measured 
off afterwards to scale. 

Instead of pacing the distances, they can be roughly 
measured by the following method: Close the hand and 
hold up the thumb at full arm's length, close one eye and 
cover the object, the distance of which is to be measured. 
Now open your eye, and, still holding the thumb and 
arm steady, close the other eye. Your thumb will appear 
to have travelled laterally from the object. Judge the 
distance latf\rally between your thumb and the object and 
multiply by ten. If this has been judged correctly you 
will have the distance fairly accurately at which you stand 
from the object. Thus, if you judge that your thumb has 
moved to a spot 100 yards from its original position, you 
are 1,000 yards from the object. 

As regards the hills, judge 100 feet contours and show 
the shape as much as possible. 

For scale, suppose one inch or two inches to represellt a 
mile. 

By this method a useful sketch can be made with a little 
practice in ten minutes. 

It does not require a draughtsman to make a military 
sketch. Accurac;' of description is the chief essential to 
be aimed at: a~d often the roughest sketch, containing 
accurate detalTs, IS of far more value than the neatest and 
most artistic drawing in which accuracy has been sacrificed 
to the picturesque. . 
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SECTION IL-TO FIND THE WAY. 

Making use of Maps on the Ground. 

First study the map thoroughly, noting its scale, the dis
tance contours are apart, whether the count,ry is hilly, 
rolling, or flat. Observe the direction of the true North and 
magnetic variation, the position of streRms, rivers, or lakes 
and the direction of ridges, hills and general lie of the 
country. A map is always published with the True North 
Point on it. The Magnetic North varies from the true 
North in different localities. This should be ruled infaint 
parallel lines across the map, preferably at one or two 
inches apart. . 

N oTE.-The sides of most map3 point approximately or 
exactly true North. 

There are three methods of finding the way by map:-
1. With map and compass. 
2. ,Vith map and watch. 
3. With map alone. 

(a) With Map and Compass by Day. 
Sergeant Brown with his Company at Millbrook has 

orders to take a message to Brigade Headquarters at Port 
Hope. He has a map which he has ruled as above and 
also a compass. 

Before starting he puts his map on the ground and places 
his compass with its centre over Millbrook, shifting his map 
about under the compass till the lines showing the :'IIag· 
netic North on his map are exactly parallel with the Com
pass Needle, taking care that the North end of the needle 
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points exactly towards the North Letter on the com~ass. 
He sees Port Hope marked on the map, he takes a straIght 
piece of stick and places it across the centre of the compass 
and finds that the direction of Port Hope is 80 degrees 
East of North. He then, lying on his stomach, takes some 
land mark in the direction 80 degrees East of North, as 
for instance a distant hill, a church, etc., and starts on 
his journey in that direction. 

If compelled to make a detour from the original direc
tion, he takes out his map, finds his present position on it 
by reckoning the distance he has come and the compass 
bearing of his route, and repeats the process as above, plac
ing his compass this Lime over the place he has reached; he 
will then proceed in the new direction on his journey to 
Port Hope. 

(6) With Map and Compass by Night. 

If the night was dark when Sergeant Brown started and 
landmarks were not visible but stars were visible he would 
proceed exactly as in (a) but in this case, as he could not 
distinguish landmarks, he would raise his stick up from the 
compass, keeping it still in the same general direction until 
it pointed to some star, he then would walk in the direction 
of that star for an hour, at the end of the hour he would 
plaee the map on the ground, identify his position upon it 
as in (a) and again proceed as in (a), taking up a line on a 
fresh mark in the heavens. 

[NOTE-In some countries it becomes necessary to keep 
to the roads, as it is difficult in a great many cases to 
cross country, a road is therefore the shortest and quickest 
route from one point to another. In c~ses of this kind 
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Itn ordllrly would "set" his map as before, but would 
ascertain the shortest route by road and proclled by it.] 

With Map and Watch. 

Knowing the position of the sun at the different hours 
of the day at the various seasons of the year, Sergeant 
Brown would at three o'clock, by his watch, be aware that; 
the shadow of the sun was approximately N.E. This know
ledge would enable him to find the direction of true 
North, and by placing his map with its top towards that 
point he could by laying his stick over Millbrook and Port 
Rope, find the directi()ll in which he should go. 

With Map Alone. 

If any conspicuous point is visible, say a village church, 
Sergeant Brown places his map on the ground and turns 
it about until·the village on the ground is on a prolonga
tion oian imaginary line drawn from the position he is on, 
on the m~p, through the village on the map. This will 
set the map, and the North point can be fixed by reference 
to the North point on the map. When once satisfied 
that the map is correctly" set," the direction can be taken 
as in Method (a.) 

To Find the true North by Watch. 

Point the hour hand towards t.he sun. The straight 
line joining the centre of the Watch and a point midway 
between the hour hand and the figure twelve is approxi
mately North and South. 
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Field Fortification. 

Infantry mllst "!"·"Y' be prepare,! to entrench themselves whether 
the force 1 '" large or 'Ill"!!. I:y taking timely and proper precau· 
tion to strengthen the post it occupies, a small force has often 
renderel! service of inestimable importance. 

The following are sOllle of the means hy which the artificial 
strengthening of ~\ post or position is accomplished ;-

By the h,,,ty jJrep"ratioll of \nLlIs, fences, houses or other exist
ing coyer for defence. 

By the provision of l'o,",'r for t he firing line by means of trenches 
or breastworks. 

The following points must he rememhered in the preparation of 
cover :-

~,I, inches of loamy earth, ,I,~ inches of cby or soft wood, 20 inches 
of sand, :2:, inches of hard wood, 9 inches of brick wall, 6 inches of 
slllall stone between boards, g·inch wrought steel, are proof against 
rifle or ,hrapnel bullets at almost any range. 

The i\I"ximum heights over which fire can be delivered are ;-
Man standing 4 feet 6 inches. 

" kneeling :3 feet. 
lying clown 1 foot. 

Machine guns ;{ to 4 feet. 
Points to 1)8 considered in preparing a post for defence ;_ 
1. Prepare position anr! cover for firing line and snpports by 

entrenchments, loop-holing \\"all", &c. ' 
2. Clea.r a rieh! of fire. 
:3. Make communications. 
,1,. Prepare obstacles. 
5. Assign each unit to a certain portion of the defence. 
6. i)ecure and arrange for the easy distribution to all portions 

of the defence of an ample supply of water, food and ammunition. 



193 PART X. 

Walk-Points to be remembered: 
1. K otching easier and quicker than loop-holing. 
2. Provide head cover. 
3. The enemy must be prevented from using loop-holes should he 

sncceed in closing on the wall. 

Dejeuce of HO!l8t." -Following points must be attendl',l to : 
Barricading doors, windows, making loop-holes, arrangements for 

storing ammunition, water and food, latrines, accommodation for 
wounded. 

Earth Works.-Fire Trenches. 
The object of a Fire Trench is to give cover to the men using it. 

The trench is of no use unless the ground in front can be seen and 
swept with rifle fire by the defenders. 

In ordinary easy soil, 43 cubic feet in 3 hours with entrenching 
tools, and 60 cubic feet \"ith ordinary tools, is the limit of "man's 
digging power. 

These rates hold good up to a maximum horizontal throw of l~ 
feet combined with a Fft out of a trench 4 feet deep. 

By making trenches traversed and recessed (when time permits) 
protection is given from oblique and enfilaup. fire, and also the effects 
of bursting shells are localized. 

In order to conceal the position of trenches, high parapets should 
be a"oided, the earth taken out to form the tTench being scatterp.tl, 
and low parapets with sand bags, sods, &c., for hea,l cu,'er.CUll
structed. Parapets should he covered with bmhes, grass, &0., tu 
conceal their position as far as possible. Sods, lumps of earth, &c., 
should be used for revetting the interior slope \\ hich must he mall" 
as nearly vertical as possible. 

Loop-holes can be marle of sand bags, sods, pieces of iron rails, or 
a furrow bft in the parapet and roofed with pieces of plank and 
earth thrown on top. Boxes filled with coal, stones, &c., can also be 
be utilized. 

Field Redoubts.-The Dimensions of Field Redoubts should be 
sneh as to be able to be thrown up in 12 to 24- honrs. They do not 
necessarily neeel high or thick parapets. A shelter trench pamp~t 
may do. 
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Thf Interior must be lUls€en from any ground within moderate 
ra,l1ges. 

They al'e useful for dEefending l}ljdge heads, detached posts, &c. 
1)/'S/"c/C8. -Obstacles judiciously placed, that is, close under the 

rifle fire of the defender, and in places unknown to ann unexpected 
by the attacker, alld very much to thc strength of a defensive 
position. 

"'ire entauglements. 
Abattis. 
Wire entanglement" if possible barhed wire, should be used. 

~takes may be from l,~ inches to 4 feet high, placed about 6 feet 
apart. High wire entanglements require about three times amount 
of supplies and time to ctmstruct compared \I'ith low ones. 

Abattis are formed of limbs of trees firmly picketed down and 
interlaced, the lJranches being pointed and turned towards the 
enemv. 

Fo; further information, vine Instructional Placards for Canadian 
.\Iilitia-Elementary Field Engineering, 1903. 

Demolition of Railways and Telegraph Lines. 

As a rule, the time and means at the dispogal of ('''''alry or recon
noitring Infantry will only admit of the partial interruption and 
destruction of railway and telegraph lines. Neither railway nor 
telegraph lines should be (bmaged without special orders, and 
these s!lOuld always specify the nature of the damage, whether to 
be p~rtlal or as complete as circumstances will permit. vVhenever 
pOSSIble the work should be done in such a way that it will not be 
easily detecten. 
To des/roy railways. 

1. Remove fish plates .and shif~ position of rails slightly, or cut 
the sleepers under the ralls and slmply replace the latter oyer the 
hollows thus made. 

:2. In \'ery. hot weatl:er ins~rt wedges between junction of rails; 
the metal,ra:ls e.xpandl~g ~l1rlllg the day from the sun's heat will 
cause deVlatlOn III the lllle III all directions. 

3. Cut the water supply for enginps, by destroying tanks, pipes, 
leather hose, &c. 
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4. Remove portions of the line at intervals, especially at curves. 
5. Bring about a collision or run a train off the track. 
6. If plenty of llIen are available, tear up rails and sleepers, burn 

the latter, heat rails in the fire and twist them by inserting points 
of picks ill the holes at enrl of the rails. 

7. Destroy rails, culverts and bridges with explosives. 

To destroy Telegraph Lines. 
1. Cut a wire and replace it uy a strong piece of cord or leather 

of same diameter. 
2. Establish a "leak" by connection of the conductor to earth. 

(This may be best done along the pole.) 
3. Establish a contact between two wires. 
4. If time permits poles may be blown or cut clown and burnt. As 

much of the wire as possible should be cut into small pieces, or 
twistel, and hidden. 

Artificial faults, to be successful, require to be skilfully made. 
In nearly every corps officers will find men \\'ho have in some way 
or other been connected with telegraph servi0e, ann this knowledge 
may be turned to good account. 

If a statiun is to be taken, the first thiug is to interrupt the rail
way and telegraphic communication on both sides; the next, to 
approach as close as possible under cover but rapidly, and 
endeavour to surround the place, seize the officials and registers, 
and place outposts. Cartridges of guncottou or dynamite can be 
placed so as to destroy the line in case the enemy attacks before 
the operation is completed. 

For further information vide Instructional Placards for Canadian 
Militia Elementary Field Engineering, 1903. 

Guards. 
General Rules: 

Gnards will not turn out after retreat or before reveille except at 
tattoo, on the approach of troops, in cases of alanJl, or to ~ecei"e 
grand or visiting rounds. They will not pay any comphmen.ts 
during this period except to grand rounds, to whom they WIll 
present arms. 
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::;entries will not present arms to any officer or armed 'party 
1."""'l't grand rounds) after suns~t; but as 10.ng as they can dIscern 
an oliicer they will come to theIr front on Ins approach, and stand 
steady ,,·(til tIle rifle at the slope until he has passed. 

To 'all ar,nell parties sentries will present arms awl the party will 
return the compliment by dr<twing and carrying arms. 

To all unarmed parties a sentry will orrler arms. 
(~u"rdR, incl\lIlin" reliefs, roulllls, «1111 patrols, will march with 

arms ,,1"l'ed. In ,,"ct \H·"ther arms will he carried at the Secure. 
::;cntlil"' are to walk with their arms at the Slope. 

Relieving or Posting a GII(u'd : 

1. When the ground admits, a new guard will advance in line, 
to"",,rrls the front of the oM guard, and will be drawn up, if possible, 
fifteen pace& in front, or when not possihle, six paces from the left 
of the 0101 guord. 

::? A, soon as this i, complete,l, the old guard will present arms, 
anr] the new guard will return tlw salute. 

:~. Buth guards will in like succus,i,'" manner slope arms, order 
a.rms, aIHl ~titlHl at ease. 

-!. The guarll will then be tolel off amI the firRt relief sent out. 
\Yhen the !irst relief of a new guard is sellt out, a corporal belong
ing to the 0101 gnar,] \I' ill ftccomp[tuy it, to bring in the relieved 
sentrie,. If the relief moves in line, he lI"ill be on the left flank, if in 
,~(,lnrnn of ones, twos or fonrs he \l'ill be at the heatl of the leading 
m:tl1 or men. A, .'""J!l as all the sl"ntril"' are relieved, t.he two corporals 
will change place~, and the corporal of the old uuarcl will assume 
cO'l1manrl. While the relief is marching ronnd~ the commander 
WIll take <\,'el' the pI'o!,erty in charge of the guard according to. the 
list in the old guar''! report. 

:i. \Yhen the relief~ have returnet\, an,] all the men of the old 
guarll have fallen in, both gnar,]s \"ill be calletl to attention and 
ordered to slope arnls. .. , 

6. The old guard will then move off in column of ones, twos, or 
fours, the new guftl'd presenting arms. 

7. When the oIl:] guard is clear of the gr?und, the new guard will 
Rlope arms, and If nut alrea,]y there, \\"Ill move 011 to the same 
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alignment occupied by the old guard. Arms will then be ordered, 
and the commander of the guard will read and explain the orders 
of the guard to his men; these orders will also be read to the men 
when they come off sentry. The men of the guard will then be dis
Inissecl to the guard room. 

Relieving and Posting Sentries, and Marching Reliejs: 
1. On the approach of the relief, the sentry, with the rifle at the 

slope, will pl\1ce himself in front of the sentry box. The corporal 
of the relief will proceed as follows: 

Relief, Halt. At about six paces frolll the sentry. 

The man who is to relieve the old sentry will then move out from 
the relief and halt in line with and on the left of the old sentry 
facing in the salile direction; the old sentry will then give over his 
orders, the corporal ensuring that they are correctly given and 
understood. 

Pa-58. 
{

The old sentry will then move to his place in 
the relief and the new sentry will close two paces 
to his right. 

Relief, } The relief will be marched off. 
Quick-March. 

2. When a sentry who is to he posted on a new post has reached 
the post assigned to him, he will be ordered to halt and faee in the 
required direction. The corporal will then explain the orders to 
him in snch a manner that he understands them. 

3. The object for which he is posted, the front of his post, and 
the extent of his beat, will be clearly pointed out to a sentry when 
first posted. 

Sentries must not quit their arms, lounge, or converse with any
one on any pretense, nor may they stand in their sentry boxes in 
good or even in moderate weather. 

Sentries moving about on their post will always turn outwards 
when turning about. 

4. Marching Reliejs.-Reliefs of fewer than four men w~ll be 
formed in single line, when of four men or upwards they WIll be 
formed into two lines. In streets Reliefs should always be marched 
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ill culUlidlS of ones-when marching in line the Corporal wil~ be on 
the right; ,\hen in column of ones, twos, or fours on the rIght of 
the rear man. 

Senfries Challenvinv: 
I. When it becomes dark the sentries will challenge in the fol· 

lowing manner: On the approach of any person the sentry will call 
out in a sharp tone, "Halt.. 'Vho comes there?" When on a pOot 
where a sudden rush could be mMle upon him, he will at once come 
to the Ready. If the person approaching gives a satisfactory reply, 
the sentry will StLY, "Pass friend: All's well," remaining tLt ~he 
; .. aol'e or tleacly till he has passe,l. If the perso~ approa~hmg 
answers (:lL\~D (or VISITING) lWU~DS, the sentry, If there lR no 
"ountersiun, will say" Pass grand (or visiting) rounds: All's well," 
presenting arms as they pass if they are grand rounds. But if there 
is tL countersign, he will say, "Stand grand (or \'isiting) ronnds: 
Advance one and give the countersign," at the same time coming 
down to the Ready. In this position he will receive the counter
sign, and if it is correct will say, "Pass grand (or visiting) ronnds," 
and proceed as abu"l' described. 

If the sentry is on or near the gnard 'room door he will proceed as 
described Lelow. 

U/lm·d., Tur/i/ilil 0111 at 1YiUlil: 
The following form will he observed when a guard is I'isited by a 

field officer, or captain of the clay, c~tlled grand or visiting ronnds :_ 
Ou theIr approach the sentry at or near the guanl.room door will 

challenge: "Halt, who comes there?" The officer will reply, 
"Grand (or yisiting) rounds" ; the sentry will then call: "Guard 
-t urn. ont." The gnard will fltH in with arms sloped, and, if 
there IS no (,""lItet'olgn, the c0ll111utn,ler will call out: " Ad
vance, gl:l)],1 (or ,'!s.it.ing) rounds; all's \\'ell; " to grand ronnds he 
w~ll pr~sent; to \'lSltmg rounds he will remain at the slope, Sen
tnes WIll come to the slope when the guard turns out. 

If there is a c0l1ntersig~1 to be given, a corporal or sergeant with a 
flank two of the g~anl WIll rlouble out, and when about ten paces 
from the L'Ollllds WIll order t he two to htLlt, and will then repeat the 
cl~~ll.enge, "Who comes +-here ?" The reply will be "Grand (or 
VISItIng) r~u.n~ls; the non-commissioned officer calling, "Stanel, 
grand (01' vlsltmg) rounds. Advance one and give the countersign-" 
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Rounds will then in a low voice give the countersign, which the 
non·commi~sioned officer alone will carry, in double time, for \'eri· 
fication to the commander of the guard. If correct, the commander 
of the guard will call out., "Advance, grand (or visiting) rounds. 
All's welL" The two will then double back to the guard, and 
rounds will advance to the guard, which will present arms to grand 
rounds. 

Guards of Honour. 
Whenever a guard of honour forms up the commader will be 

three paces in front of the second man, from the right, or, in a con· 
fined space, from the flank by which the personage for whom the 
guard is mounted will approach, the officer carrying the colour 
three paces in the front of the centre; if there is a third ofiicer he 
will be three paces in front of the second man from the other flank. 

The guard will be drawn up in line (double line) rifles at the 
Slope, bayonets fixed. 

The Colours. 
The Colours will be carried at the Slope, and furled, with the 

following exceptions :-

(i) When the men are at the Slope previous to a Royal or 
general salute, on the saluting baae, and when achancing 
in review order. 

On these occasions the Colour staff will be carried perpen· 
dicularly in the belt, which will be worn over the left 
shoulder; the corner of the Colour will be helrl in the right 
hand, which will also grasp the staff level with the forehead. 

(ii) 'Vhen the men are at the Vrdel·. The Colours will then 
be placed perpendicularly on the ground ltt the right side. 

The Colours will be let fly :-
As the caution is given for a Royal or General saInte, and in 

rnarJhing past on reaching a point ten paces from the 
saluting point. 

The Colours will be lowered :-
To those entitled to compliment, as the men present arms. 
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[ounted officers, with swords drawn, in passing uncasecl 
)urs, will remain at the Can"!!, turning the head, and glancing 
al"lb the (,,,loUl'.'; until they have passed them. If at the Slope 
{ will ('(1/'/'/1 while passing the Colour", returning afterwards to 
Slope. UJlicef" whose sworrls are not drawn will salute the 
)urs with the right hand. Cased Colours will not be saluted. 

Salutes. 
)ldiers under the command of a superior will wait for the word 
oml11and, which will be as follows: 
,'hell with arms: "Slope Arms, Eyes Right (or Left.)" 
" without. arms: "Eyes Right (or Left.)" 

lclividual soldiers will salute as follows: 
Then with arms: \Yillcome to the Slope,Eyes Right (or Left) 
" \\'ith"ut arms. "Till salute with the right hand. 

tficers will only draw swords when onlered, and upon inspection 
eremonial parades. 
Then reporting to, or speaking to, a senior, officers Carry ~words, 
Lte and then Carry. They will similarly Salute when leaving. 
'PI"-' SII/lIlill!1 without SlI"ord-, , 
tficers will Salute with the right hand as laid down for the 
ier. whell ,\\'()rlh are not drawn or carrip,n. 

Duties in Aid of the Civil Power. 
here "rl' no dlltieb which require more tact, decision, and good 
per tl~au those which troops are called upon to perform when in 
of the ci\'il power. 
, is impossible to lay down exact rules for guidance in all the 
Llmstances in which troops may be called upon to assist the 
l power, hut the following general rules should be borne in 
cl:- , 

he bf,st formation in streets will depend on the width of the 
ets. Sometimes it may be desirable to commence with small 
lage, columns grarlually increasing the frontage, but the increase 
['ontage should be done gradually so as to !!ive crowds nlentv 
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of time to disperse, The pace should generally be the quick. 
If, howe\'er, the crowd becomes troublesome, the pace should he 
increased to a steady double, care being taken that the men do not 
open out. On no account should anyone be allowed to get between 
the men. 

If by any chance a crowd has assembled, and it is necessary to 
disperse it, a wedge shape'l formation will be found suita'lle for 
penetrating it, and so setting it in motion. 

It must he remembered, however, that the best way to deal with 
anticipated disturbances by large crowds is hy timely precaution
by nel'er letting large crowds assem ble-by blocking streets anel 
keeping the disturbed area constantly stirred up by the passage of 
cavalry or infantry. 

When regiments or detachments are called out in ai,l of the ci\'il 
power, on the application of magistrates, the <tpplication will show 
the circumstances which hal'e rendered it necessary to call for their 
sen,ices. A fnll report will be made as soon <ts possible after the 
regiment or detachment is called out, by the officer commanding 
the regiment or det<tchment, for the information of the Uenera 1 
Officer Commanding. 

In the event of the disturb<tnce amounting to a riot, if both m"'g
istrate and troops are present, it will be the duty of the magistrate, 
if circumstances permit, and it has not already been done, to re:td 
or cause to be read the Proclamation uncler the Riot Act. 

The reading of the Proclamation under the Riot ,\ct is importaut, 
both as conveying a dietiuct warning to the crowd, and 'LS involving 
the legal consequence that those who do not disperse within one 
hour are guilty of felony; but it must be unllerstoo,l that to justify 
the exercise of military force in the prevention of serious outrage 
and damage to persons or property, it is not necessary to wait for 
the Proclamation to be read, or to wait till one hour has expired 
after it has been read 

If the magistrate comes to the conclusion that the police are un
able to cope with the riot, and that the exigency of the case demands 
the interference of the troops, then, whether the Proclamation ha" 
been read or not, it is his duty at once to request the officer com 
manding the troops to take action. This request must be malle 
distinctly, and, if pos.ible, in writing, although it will be sufficient 
if given by word of mouth. 

14 
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All commands tv the troops are to be given by the officer in com· 
mand. The troops are not, on any ac')ount, to fire except by word 
of comnmnd of their officer, who, if it beconles necessary to order 
the troops to fire, is to exercise a humane discre~ion in ~eciding 
the number of rounds, and the objects at which fire IS to be chrected. 
-( Su Militia Art.) 

Inspection 01' Review of a Battalion. 

The Battalion is formed in line, rifle3 a t the slope, bayonets fixed 
(OJ'other order as directeJ), on the ground where the reviewing officer 
is to be recei ved. 

While the Battalion remains stationary on the parade line for the 
purpose of receiving the reviewing officer, company leaders do not 
repeat the words of command. 

When the reviewing officer presents himself before the centre, 
the command" General Salute (or Royal Salute), Present Arms,"' 
is given; the time is taken from the commanding officer, and the 
officers come down to the s'l,lute. 

OjJicej's not hal'illff &II"O,'J& .salute with the right hand. 
The hugles sound, or the banrl plays the first part of a slow march, 

drml1s beating, (or the first part of the National Anthem); after 
,,"hich the officers recover and carry their swords with the command
ing officer who at the same time gives the oreler " Slope Arms." 

The reviewing officer then goes towards the right preceded by 
the staff and accompanied by the commanelingofficer, and the whole 
remain steady while he passes along the Battalion. 

After the inspection is completed, the commanding officer gives 
the command" Order Arms," on which the officers slope swords. 

~fter the Battalion has been inspected, if the reviewing officer 
neslres to see It m:trch past, a line will be marked out at say 200 
y~rds III front of t~e Bat~alion, and the reviewing officer will take 
hl~ P?st at the salutlllg POlllt ",bout 6 pftces in rear of the centre of 
thIS hne and faclllg the Battalion, The Battalion will then march 
past him in coll\n~ns of comp:tnies at the slope, or ashe may direct, 
the officers salutlll& when 10 paces from him and carrying swords 
wnen 6 paces past hlln. 
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When a brigade is inspected the inspection will be similar to that 
of a battalion, the brigadier will give the worels of cOlllmand, and 
will alone accompany the reviewing officer. 

Firing a Feu-de-J oie. 
The troops will be drawn up in lim:, (double line) at the slope, 

officers at the Slope; bayonets will not be fixed. The commander 
of the parade and his staff will be posted in front of the line, at such 
distance as he may decide, and turned towards it if desired; all 
other mounted officers will be in rear of the line. Three rounds of 
blank cartridge will be fired. If artillery are present and are 
ordered to fire twenty-one guns, seven will be fired before each 
round. For the first round of the Feu-de-J oie "II commanrling 
officers will give the command Ready immhliately the artillery 
commences firing, and the word Pre,~ent directly the seyenth gun 
has fired, the commanding officer of the right battalion gil'ing the 
command Commence immediately after the word Pre","I. 

Feu-de·Joie. ward three paces, and the rear eights, supernumer· 
{

Company, Section and eight leadus "'ill step for

Ready. 

Present. 

aries, etc., of each company will stpp back two paees. 

{

' The men will load, inclining the muzLles of their 
rifles upwa.rds, so as to clear the heads of the men in 
front of them. Supernumerary rank will stantl with 
arms at the order. 

{
Rifles will be brought to the Pn"'nt, but elel'ated 

at an angle of 45 degrees. 

{

The right.hand man of the front line will commence 
Oommence. the fire, which will run down the front and up the 

rear ad quickly as possible. 

~Yhen the right.hand man of the rear line has fired, the band 
will play the first part of "God save the King," the men remaining 
at the Present. On the last note of the band the commanding officer 
,will give the word of command Ready, when the men will come to 
the Read;y ; the artillery will fire seven guns, and the infai'try pro
ceed as above described. 

14~ 
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Two lIlore rounds will he sinJilarly fired. When the third 
round is fired, the 1 'an,1 will play" God sa\'e the King," at the con
clusion of \\'hich the commanding officer will then give the order 
FI//oad, (),"/' ,,-._~ )'/)/8. 

Th" officers will then move to their positions and the command
ing officer will gi\"e the following commands (on parade~ ?f. large 
1 '0' lies \I'Ol'king on the signal of the general of the dIVIsIOn or 
lll'ig;u lier) : "-

Fioc Ba.yol/lk 
Slop, -A nns. 
Royal Salllie. 
P"C8el1l- Arms. 

On/n' A )·IiIS. 

R,/)/o))e Hectd- dresse.'. 
Three Che€llB will be given. 
Unfix Bnyonets. 

8!O]H-A "illS, 

If a march past has been ordered to follow the fi ['ing of the 
Feu-de-joie, l.ayollets will not be unfixed. 

O,'de)' of Ih".,. 
Fi"ill!/ pn)"ly. 
Followe)"8. 
~y, C. {J.'s (wd 

"1[, II. 

Funerals. 

Officers to wear crape on left arm above the elbow. 
Review ()nler, with rifles. 
Officers all arms, review order. 
T{eyie\\' Order with side arms only. 

DE,'/:((:·wr/'f:j horse To 
(if office I' 1/10 1111 I"d ). 
Coffin. To 

be covered with a pall, deceased's boots and 
spurs in stirrups reversed. 
ha\"e head (Iress and sword or side arm of 
deceased on top of coffin. 

Infantry detailed for a firing party, according to the rank of the 
.leceascd, will be drawn up in line (donble line) facing the buildiug 
where the corpse is placed. 

The firing party will be ordered to present arms as the body is 
~r?ught out, and when the procession is ready to move off, the 
tirIng party WIll be ordered t.o reverse arms and march in fours. 
The officers' swords are reversed under the right arm, the point 
downward, the lult being grasped with the right hand, blade 
uppermost. 

S'!lall funeral parties ",ill march in twos at the head of the pro
cessIOn. Large funeral parties will march by companies in columns 
of fours. 
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The remainder of the procession will be formed thus ;
The Band. 
The Corpse. 

PART X. 

Pall bearers oJ equ:tl rank /f'ith decwsed 01/ "cu'h .,ide oj the 
Co;·p.'j€. 

Phe horse-as abo/·e. 
Chief Noumel's. 
Officers and Non-C01nmis.,ioned O.f!icej·s ill 11('0.' w"'o!'CliIiU to 

Tank, the juniors ill front. 
\Yhen the head of the procession arri "£s neal' the spot where it is 

met by the clergyman, the escort will grallually open out, halt and 
turn inwards, ~o as to form a lane for the procession to pass throngh, 
The escort will be ordered to rest on its arms rel'ers6d amI stand at 
ease: the heads of the men turned so as to look towards the corpse. 

After the procession has passed through, the escort will be c'1.lled 
to attention, ordered to reverse arms, turned towards the gral'e anll 
follow the procession. 

At the grave the troops will be formed up in such a manner as 
circumstances require, the firing party near the gral'" resting on its 
arms re,·ersed. 

The funeral service will then be performed. 
At its conclusion the escort will be called to attention aIllI present 

arms; three ,"olleys will be fired ol'er the grn ,'e, the l''''l1Illlan.1 
being ;-

" With Blank \ . 
Cartridge-Ready." f As detaIled. 

" Fire Three Volleys} A I 
in the Air.' s usua . 

" Present-Fire," elevating the muzzle in the ail'. 
After firing three rounds the men will be directed to slope arms. 

The escort will then be marched back to camp or barracks in fours 
or twos in quick time. In marching back, the band is not to i,la~ 
until the party is entirely clear of the burying-ground. 

To Reverse Arms from the Present. 
Hold the rifle out to the front to the full extent of the arms, 

turn the muzzle straight over to the front. Place the rifle uu(ler 
the left arm, muzzle to the rear sling uppermost, seize thp rifle with 
the right hand behind the Lody, left hand rounel the small. 
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To Rest on your Arms Re'versed from Reverse .A rm~. 
Place the rifle perpendicularly, muzzle on the left toe, right 

hand on top of butt left hand on the right, head leaning on the 
breast. 

Attention-Raise the Head. 

To Present Arms-F1'om Rest on Arms Reversed. 

i'leize th~ rifle with the left hand in front of the magazine, back 
of the hand to the body, right hand seizing the rifle at the small, 
back of the hand to the front, then bring the rifle to the present. 

To Reverse Arms from Rest on Arms Reversed. 

,'"'eize the rifle with the left han,l at the small and bring it to 
the Re\~erse Arms. 

To Slope Arms from Rest on Arms Reversed. 

Seize the rifle ,,·ith the right hand at the small, left hand on 
the 11l1tt,ancl bring it to the slope, cutting the right hand to the side. 

Notices. 
Instructions fot· the detail and carrying of Equipment, 

and Instructions for EncClmpment, etc., will be is~ued with 
later editions of this book, or as an appendix. 

It must be observed that though ~he aim in this work 
is to simplify the elemen' ary drill of the soldier, there 
is no departure ft'om the general system of training laid 
down for the Imperial Army. So, such excellent text 
books as "Combined Training," "Field Enaineerincr," 
"Field Sketching and Reconnaissance," etc., ~tc., which 
have been prepared for the use of that Army, are equally 
valuabl<; for the Canadian Miiitia, and should be t'ead and 
studied b?, it, so ,as to ensure a common knowledge of 
those subjects whteh are necessary to combined action by 
all the Forces of the Empire. 
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