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THE 

STORY 

OF 

PRINCE LUPIN~ 

A cERTAIN king had three sons, all handsoJne. 
brave, and fine young gentlemen ; but being 
mistrustful that they had formed a design to 
deprive him of his crown, he thought of a 
method to divert them from their intended 
purpose. Having called them one day into 
his· closet, he spoke to them as follows: 
"My sons, I am now come to a great age, 
and cannot apply myself to public affairs witlJ 
so much care as formerly; therefore, I in ... 
tend to resign my crown to one of you: but, 
as it is but right to require some proof of 
your abilities, in order to determine which is 
the most worthy of so valuable a present, I 
propose and promise, that he who shall bring 
me the most beautiful little dog, shall immedi ... 
~tr.Jv take pos"€s~ion of my throne." 
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6 
The three princes readily 2greeu ta tl1is 

proposal, each concluding l1imself most likely 
to succeed m fulfilling this extraordinary re­
quest. After taking leave of the king they 
set o-ut, with orders to return that day twelve­
month with dogs. Each took a ·different 
road, ·without any attendants; but we shall 
leave the two eldest at present, and confine 
our story to the youngerst. 

This accompl;shed prince, ns he was more 
Jesi.rous to shew his duty to l1is father tlwn 
to become a king, \vas more fm tunate in l1is 
undertaking than either of the others. Ouc 
night, having travellt·d till it ''as Yery h.te, 
and being overtaken by a storm in a large 
forest, he discovered a ligl1t at a <Fs• a I.e(,, 
and pursuing his journey with all speed, Lc 
arr:ved at a most stately ca-:tle, th · g:.tc·s of 
which were massy gold, and the \V<.lh fin<:: 
china, wltercon were pai1~ted the hi~tori,'s of 
ail the L ides that ever appeared on eartr •. 
At the c!oor hung a chain of diamonds,· with 
a dter's foot at the end; on pulling which, 
the p.·ince heard a bell of so pleasi11g a sound, 
that be concluded it to be made of gold or sil­
ver. Immediately the door opened, awl 
tvrelve har1ds, each holding a llumbeau, gently 
conducted him into a hall of mother-of-pea ·l, 
and fr 111 thence through a \'a ·t variety of 
charnbers, all richly covered \Yith pail. in'r~ 
and jewel~. The beauty of these or!,l't':lu t" 
vere greatly heightened by a number of Ji~ 1t·1, 
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~hat hung fro~n the ceiling in gbss !Conc.:;s 

exquisite \vorkmam.hip. 
~-\fter having passed through sixty apar -

ments, a fine easy chair moved towards hiu 
of Hs mvn accord ; the fire lighted itself, an~l 
the hands pulled. off his clot!Jes, which had 
been drenched in the storm, and dressed him 
in other ... so extraordinary fine an·l rich, that 
it .dazzled his sight to behold. himself. \Vhile 
the pri nee was in the utmo_ t astonishment at 
this uncommon adventure, he saw a multi­
tnde of cats enter the room, and ~eat them­
sehres on the Le1~c:h. One held a music-book, 
anJ so.nc playP.d on imtruments, while others 
heat time. In the midst of this concert, a 
smail figure came f ~·w:...rd in a mourning \'Cil, 
led Ly two cats in Uack cloaks, and followed 
by a long train of cats, some with rats, and 
others with mice, in their mouths. 'l'he 
young prince was so surprised, that he had 
not, po'-'' er to move ; when the little figm e, 
liftil g up it~ veil, discovered the vretttest 
white cat th< t ever was seen. " Prince," said 
he, '· be not afraid, but give me your com ... 

puny with cheerfulnc:~s. lt shall be the am­
intion of me, and aJl my mewing atteHd.::.nt~, 
to give you pleasure.,' 

U11 a s!g11al given, supper was brought in; 
1mt t~ 12 prince at first declined eatmg, till the 
.,H. hite Cut, gue:ssing the reason, ass;ured him 
t.1 · ~re were 110 rats nor mice in any thing that 
•" 1 S sd before lnm. ..t\s the prince was ad 
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t5 
miring this beautiful cat, he observed a small 
picture hanging upon her foot. He asked her 
to shew it him ; and how great was his sur­
prise, to see a charming young man very much 
re~embling himself! yet, observing the White 
Cat to sigh, he W!l-S afraid at that time to sa­
tisfy his curiosity concerning it, and so en­
deavoured to divert her by entertaining con­
versation, in which he found her to be ex­
tremely sensible, and acquainted with every 
thing that passed in the world. He slept every 
night in an apartment hung with tapestry, 
made of the wings of butterflies, on a bed of 
the most delicious flowers ; and every day was 
spent in the most delightful amusement. In 
this manner almost a year slipped away in­
sensibly; and the prince entirely forgot his 
llcl.tive r cme aild the little dog he was to carry 
to his father. But the " ' bite Cat knew when 
l1e was to return; and one day, as they were 
walking together in a grove near the palace, 
"Do you remember, prince,'' said she, "the 
promise you made your father ?'' Your broth­
ers have already procured some curious little 
dogs, and there remain but three days for you 
to fmd one more beautiful, or lose a kingdom." 
These words awoke the prince from his dream 
of pleasure. ''Alas !'' cried he, "'"''hat have 
I been doing? My hononr is lost for ever.''­
' ~ Do not afflict your. elf," said the vVhite 
Cat ; " I will find a horse that will carry you 
home in less than twelve hours. And as fo·· 
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the iit le dog, take this acorn, ir.. "Li,~h tLe e 
is one: put it to your ear, and you lvill hear 
it bark " The prince did so, and, transport­
ed with pieasure, thanked her a thou~and 
times. Bidding her farewell, he mounted the 
wooden horse, and arrived at his father's pa­
lace just as his brothers entered the court­
yl'l,rd. He ran to embrace them; and all thre~ 
went togetl1er to the king.-The two eldest 
presented their dogs, which '\rere so equally 
beautiful, that it was impo~ible to know in 
'\vhose f2.vour to determine. But the young­
f'St soon put an end to the debate; for, pnl­
!ing the acorn out of his pocket and opening 
it, they saw a little dog lyin~ on cotton, so 
•mall that it might go through a ring; it was 
of a mixture of colours, and its ears reac e t 
the ground. The king was convinced thai: 
nothing could be met with so beautiful; but 
being unwillin~ yet to part wjth his crm r:, 
he told hi~ children~ that he must make a ft~1 ~ 

ther trial qf their love and diligence, hefo e 
he pert'orrned hi·, promise : they mu~t tnk­
another year to find out a web of cloLt1 fine 
enougl!. to go through the eye of a smal 
nerd,.! e. 

'l'b!s n~quest, though unjust, the] thought 
it best to comp1y \1\-· ith: and our prinee mouut~ 
~d his vroodetl horse, and returned with spt' d 
to his \Vi1ite Cat, on whom alone h~ depem~­
eJ for assi.,tance. He found her iaid on a. 
eua t of white sat;n. As soon as sLe Si.lW him, 
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she expressed the utmost joy; while the prince 
caressed her in the most tender manner, and 
told her the success of his journey. The 
White Cat redoubled her effort~ to render the 
prince more happy, if possible, than he had 
been before. He wished for nothing but the 
hand~ brought it to him; and the second year 
rolled away so fast, that the prince would 
again have forgot his orders, had not the 
'\Vhite Cat reminded him thereof: " Dut 
make yourself perfectly easy concerning the 
web,'' said she, "for I ha'\"e one wonderfully 
fine. Take this walnut ; be sure to crack it 
in your father's presence, and yon will find in 
it such a web as you want.'' 

The prince thanked her in the most grate~ 
ful manner; and was presently carried by the 
wooden horse to his father's palace, '\Ybere hi3 
brothers had got before him. They pu11ed 
out their webs, which were exceeding fin e, 
and would go through the eye of a JargP 
needle, but could not be made to pass through 
the eye of a small one. The king was go;ng 
to avail himself of this pretext, when the 
youngest prince unexpectedly entered, a1Hl 
produced a walnut, which he cracked; Find­
ing only a kernel of wax, the king and al 
present ridiculed him for thinking to find 3 
web of cloth in a nut. However, he broke 
the kernel, and saw in it a corn of \vheat, and 
in that a grain of millet-seed : he then open ~ 
ed the millet-seed, and, t o •he u tter astorti~:h ~ 



11 
:rnent and confusion of all the beholders, drew 
out a web·of cloth four hundred yards long. 
The needle was brought, and the web was put 
through the eye of it five or six times, with 
the greatest ease. _ 

The king fetched a deep sigh, and turning 
towards his sons, "My children,'' said he, 
" I am still desirous of putting you to a new 
trial: go for another year; and he that brings 
me the most beautiful damsel, shall marry her 
and be crowned king; and I swear most sol­
emnly, that l will require no other proof of 
your filial affection and discretion:' Our 
~weet prince heard this tyrannic command 
without a murmur; and remounting his 
courser, flew to his dear White Cat; who, 
knowing the moment of his return, was pre­
pared to receive him in the golden gallery. 
" Prince;• said she, "the king, I find, has 
refused you the crown; however, I hope you 
will take care to deserve it, and I will pro­
vide you with a beautiful damsel who will 
gain the prize.'~ 

The prince grew more and more fond of 
her ; and in her abode enjoyed every magnifi­
. ent entertainment that fancy could invent.­
'.Vhen this last year was near expired) the 
V\7hite Cat thus addressed him : "If you are 
sensib!e of the favours I have conferred upon 
fOU, no'<v is the time to make me amends. 
Do not hesitate, but cut offmy head ar,d tail, 
'lnd through them into the fire.'' Tean start ... 
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ed fi'.OJn the prince's eyes at this request, and 
.he ·,.vas going several times to refuse ; but the 

Y 1ite Cat insisted upon it so Par11estJ y, that 
at last, with a tre•-nbling hand, he chopped 
off her head and tail, and threw them accord .. 
=;1g to oi uer into the {ire. In an in tant the 
the body of the VVhite Cat was chang~cl into . 
tl·.e most beautiful lady that e,·er was seen, 
ar:tl i?:;mediatPly a great number of gentlemen 

nd lad~es, holdmg tlwir cats t;kins over their 
s~1odde:s, came and fell prostrate at her feet, 
~-•Jing, '~ Long li;.'e our gracious queen ! 
B o v grrat is our joy to E;ee hl'r once more in 
lnr natural shape !, The prince ~ras glad 
h.:ysnd description, to behold so charming a 
crtr.ture, out could not help expres ·ing an 
€a.~·nest desire to know tliC cause of this sur­
prising t!·an:sformat1on. " H estrain your cu­
rw"'ity ;·' says tl e lovely queen, " till we ar­
rive at your father's court, where I a1.1 now 
re'ldy to accompany you, and where I will re­
Lte my unheard of misfortune8. Come, see, 
t:1P carriage waits.'·' So saying, she g<:n·e her 
1;<.;.r.d to tbe prince, \YLo led her into a chariot, 
t..e inside ol.' v-l!ich was f1ne Yehet, set with 
bri~li:mt~, the outsid~ gold ; and the hor·e 
b. r ''P:~e:s were made Qf emeralds. 
A~ ay they flew, <.:.nd wf're presently at tl1e 

':' ~<:t of the king\ palace, where rhe t\YO 
c:dec princes were [dready nrrin:'d with their 
L\•·o i (ncesse;,, in [; •1e cu.IRshes of blue, em­
• >-)~~ vr.th gold. The courtiers cro\vdet, ... o 
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present these three illustrious couples t~ th , 
king. The two eldest princes with their la­
dies advanced first, and were recei 'Cd ~ery 
graciously by the monarch, who declared they 
had brought him two such beauties, that he 
knew not to which he should give the prefer· 

· ence ; but the moment the youngest approach .. 
ed with his queen, both full of grace and dig .. 
nity, the king cried out in extacy, "this is 
the incomparable beauty j whose worth and 
excellence claims and deserves my crown ! ,., 
-" I came not to rob you of your crown;• 
answered the discreet queen; "I was born 
heiress to six kingdoms. Give me leave t~ 
present one of them to you, and one to eadt 
of your sons; for which I ask no other re­
turn than this amiable prince in marriage." 

The king and all the court were struck 
with joy at this declaration; and the nuptials 
·were celebrated the same day with great mag~ 
nificence. Never were a pair more happy ; 
and the young prince, to the last moment of 
his life, blessed the accident that led him to 
the abode of the sweet White Cat.-'l'he 
lovely bride took the first opportunity to gru .. 
tify her husband's curiosity to know her adven~ 
tures ; which follows, in her own words in 
the next story. 



. ----·== :======~==·==~-~-~ -- --
THE 

STORY 
OF THE 

P~hJl TCESS FRUTILLA, 
AS RELATED BY HERSELF. 

1\J v L.ther was king of six kingdorus, and 
Lwed my rnother so tenderly, as to CU!nply 
,,-ith whatev~r she desired. A littl~~ before I 
· r '..: born, m \' mot!ter was so indi::.crel.:!t as to 
, .• l'lnre do.-:e to a g:urJen l.Jclonging to some 

u.'c{ul fairies, \V 1ere sl,c taw, and loHgcd 
.:.( r s L'"" d· !'ci,ms fruit th t _grew agLJmvt a 
! · -~\ ··a Finding it impossible to reach it, 
~ .1~ fc l i 1t•J the utm0st de l·air; '"·!ten a lit­
, :: u • o · i on· an armcared, ? nd tbus at.. cost • .I., ; 
{ !l iv. : '' Y o·u· n ajesty shall eat as much 

1't r.b yuu ph:a~e, I~ ro.·idt!d you will make 
", _,; ter and we one I resent"-" I ·ill gi,-e 

. (). .,y kin t~Jorus;·' answered the longing 
~ · l , "LJtl:2r than not taste your fruit."·' 

•r t • d It " -·· on tnus gtre us yuur aug, cr, re-
! 'li a the fa iry, "as soon as she is boru, and 

ou l :u:~t nen.r see her again till aftL•r she js 
'y ".: iPd."·'-" It is a hard condition," rcplieJ 

· ; •• but ra ·: er th;..n u:e I accept iL'~ 
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The fairy then touched my mother wit,l 

her wand, who immediately fouud h, rs lf 
able to get at the fruit, of which she de\'our~ 
ed vast quautities : and when she had eaten 
as much as she could, the fairy gave her a bas­
ket full to carry home At length the queen 
was brought to-bed of me, and began to he 
\·ery melancholy at tile pron1i~e she had man~ 
tbe fairies. The king was much concerned, 
and pressed my mother to declare tlw etusc 
of her discontent; and with much difficuitv 
she was prevailed upo 1 to re\·eal tLe f.ttal S(.­

cret; at wbich my father grew so (~ornzet•, 

that he loatled her with reproaches. The p r 
unhappy queen, unable to bear l.er h sLands 
anger, and the reflection of her own i·r.p: - · 
dence, died soon after with g1 ief. The fairic., 
to whom I was promised, sent to demand m<e 
of my father; and on his nJusal, let louse a 
terrible dragon, that poisoned all tlw '">laces 
wherever he came, devourin,2" n1en, •vuUf'l , 
and children, and destroyed all the tn•c:.; with 
the breath of his nostrils. Tht; l~it1g, iill ."n _,. 
himself red Ltced to extremity, and overpu 1\ cr­
ed by the advice of his coun•H::Her£, consented 
to deliver me up, on the fairies' promising ta 
take care of me. 'Vhen I \vas grown li!'.., 
they conducted me to a tower that stood by 
the side of a road, with mders never to look 
out at any one that passed by; and they ga re 
me a parrot and a dog to keep me comp:my. 
One morniug, hearing a noise, I was so frigh~, 
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eneil as to run to the window, where I per~ 
ceived a gentleman of the most enchanting 
aspect, who, in a sweet voice, in treated me to 
hear a few words, for on my consent to thi3 
request his life depended. I was going to 
make a reply, when the fairy Violence enter­
.ed to bring me my breakfast. The first \Yords 
she spoke were, ''I smell the voice of a man!" 
Luckily my lover quitted the place as soon as 
$he spoke ; and I endeavoured to appease her 
as well as I could, telling her it was impossi­
ble she could smell the voice of a man, for no 
one would be bold enough to approach that 
tower. "Well, child,'' said she, "I am glad 
to hear you say so, for I intend you shall ne­
ver speak to any man till you are married to 
a litt1e king, whom I will bring in a few days 
to be your husband ; and so saying, she left 
me. Soon after my lover came a second time, 
and presenting me with his picture, told me 
that he was a king•s son ; and made so many 
protestations of his affection, that I deter­
mined never to marry any other. 

The next day he came again; and while 
we were discoursing together, all on a sud­
den the windows were broken open, and the 
fairies entered upon their frightful dragon, 
followed by Merlin in his fiery chariot. This 
l10rrid figure had feet like an eagle, no legs, 
but a he~d of a monstrous size; and hii 
nose i-~-us long enough for twelve birds to 
perch upon it. 'l'he prince, not ~t nH (laupt-



17 
ed, clapped his hand to his s\vord, m order ta 
defend me from tl.is monster; when the bar­

barous creature set the dragon upcn him, 

which devoured him before my face. In all 

the horrors of despair, I threw myself into 

the mouth of thjs dreadful creature, that he 

might swallow me as he had done the prince; 

but the fairies, more cruel than the dragon, 

wo Ild not permit me so quick a death ; but 

instantly, touching me with their wand, chang­

ed me into a white cat, and carried me to the 

palace which belonged to my father, and turn­

ed aH the lords and ladies into cats. As for 

the rest of my servants, they left them only 

the hands which you saw. Then letting me 

know my father was dead, they departed, 

telling me that I shm:dd n~ver be releaserl 

from my miserable condition, but by a priP"e 

exactly resembling my late lover. You, f:':r, 

have that resemblance; for you it was re"'Prv~ 

ed to restore me to my former figure, to li­
berty, and to my six kingdoms. These obli 

gat-ions it shall be my study to repay, by mr ... 

king you a fond and faithful wife. 



THE 

STORY 
OF THE 

YE'LLOW DWARF. 

THERE was once a Queen, who, though she hau born many children, had but one daugh­ter left alive, of whom she was fond to an excess, humouring and indulging her in all her ways and wishes. This Princess was ex­ceedingly beautiful, so that she was called All­Fair, and had twenty kings courting her at one time. Her mother being advanced in years would fain have had her married and settled before she died, but no entreaties could prevail; whereupon she determined to go to the Desert Fairy, to ask advice concerning her stubborn daughter. 
Now, this fairy being guarded by two fierce lions, the Queen made a cake of millet, sugar-candy, and crocodile's eggs, in order to appease their fury, and pass by them; and having thus provided herself, she set out. After travelling some time, she found herself weary ; and lying down under a tre , fell asleep Vvhen she awoke, she heard the lions vdtich guarded the fairy roaring, upon which, looking for her cake, she found it wa~ gone. This threw ht-r into the utmoit agony_. 
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not knowing how to save herself from bei.ng 

evoured by them ; wheu, heari t g S(')mebtdy 

c.~y-Hem ! hem ! she lifted ue her e' es and 

beheld a little yellow man on a tree, haif a 

yard high, picking and e~ting oranges. 

" Ah! Queen,'' said the Yellow Dwarf, (for 

so he was called on account of his cor:• plexion, 

and the orange-tree he lived m), " hO\'" will 

you escape the lions ? Th~re is but c ne way: 

I know what business bi ought j OL. 1.ere; 

promise me your daughter in mal nagt-, and 

I will save you." The Queen tl 1ugi•t she 

could not but look upon so frightful a ilgure 

with horror, yet was forced to con.seut; 

whereupon she instantly found henelf iu her 

own palace, and all tbnt bad pas•.,jd seemed 

only as a dream ; I!evertheless, she was so 

thoroughly persuaded of the reality of it, that 

she became melancholy. 
'fhe young Prin<.:ess being unable to learn 

the cause of her dejection, resolved w go and 

inquire of the Desert Fairy ; aud. accordmg­

Iy, having prepared A. cake for the lions, she 

also set off for her abode. It hnppened that 

All-Fair took exactly the same track lier 

mother had done before her, and coming to 

the fatal tree, w i1ich was loaL:ed with oranges, 

she had a mmd to pick sume ; therefore, set­

ting down her basket V\ herein she carried the 

cake, she plentifulJy indulged herself. The 

lions now began to roar. when I\11-Fair, look­

ing for her cake, was thrown into tile utmoit 
B 2 
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trouble on finding it gone. As she was bment-

' ing her dep!orable situation, tLe Y elJow~ 
Dwarf presented himself to her w~th thcst! 
words: " Lovely Princess, dry up your tE'ars~ 
:and hear what I am goin~_; to say: You ne d 
not proceed to the Dese1 t F8iry to know the 
reason of your mother's indisposition, she i;:; 
ungenerous enough to repent of hav;ng pro­
mised you, her adorable daughter, to me iu 
marrbge."-" How!,, interrupted the l'rin­
cess; ·~ my mother pronii~,eJ me to yutt ia 
m:::.rri;:<ge ! you ! such a fright as you !"­
" Nay, none of your scoffs,'' returned the 
Yellow Dwarf, " I wish you not to stir up 
my anger: if you will p1 omise to rnarry me, 
I ·will be the tenderest and most lovin:{ hus­
band in the \vorld-if not, saYe yoursc·!f frol!1 
tLe lions if you can.'' In short, tl1e P1 i 1Cl'S 
\VC!S forced to give her word that sbe WLL ~'l 
bavc him, hut with such agony of mitJd, tl.at 
~he fe~1 into a swoon; out of ;dl·,.·J, \\·he.1 
she rt:covered, she found he1se ,. ill l1er <,, ·rt 
r.Jed, finely adon!ed \Vith ri J.,•J. -, an<l a r:ng 
o:· a single red hair w fa~t~~~cc. round lu· .. · 
h ger t1.at it could Itot lw ~o c,·t: 

'_l I • d b 1 
fY' !1E a venture Jau t 1, &at e e . ct Ul r., • 

. ~ l.Pb.ir. (JS t'H· for ver Ltd 1' JOn he: 1l10t .H:'J". 
~:he g-rew mclancholv; \Vil;..:n \,'a n·1 1 r' 
and ~vondered at bv t.Le 'l.ole C'1 11 .. •• ! c 
best way to dir,rt ~.er th ·y tlwu!!,L l ''·' ' t uc, to urge her to 111' rry ~ .vni 11 • e P1 · !( • ..;, 
;\'l10 wa~ uon l1~._ 'ill<: h•" ob~ ~it~ ate m l!· £ 
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thinking that such a pigmy as the Yellow 

Dwarf would not dare to contend with so gal­

lant a person as the King of the G (JlJen 

Mines, she fixed upon this king for her hus­

band, who wall! exceeding I y rich and power­

ful, and loved her to distraction. The most 

superb preparations were made for the nup­

tials, and the happy day was fixed; when) 

as they were proceeding to the ceremony, 

they saw moving towards them a box) where­

on sat an old woman remarkable for her ugli­

ness.-" Hold, Queen and Princess,,, cried 

she, knitting her brows, " remember the 

promises you both made to my friend the 

Yellow Dwarf. I am the Desert Fairy, and 

if All-Fair does not marry him, I swear by 

my coif, I will burn my crutch." The Queen 

and Princess were struck motionless by this 

unexpected greeting of the Fairy; but the 

Frince of the Golden 1\-Iines was exceedingly 

wroth; and holding his sword to her throat, 

" Fly, wretch !, said he, or thy malice shall 

cost thee thy life." No sooner had he utter­

ed these words, than the top of the Lox fly­

ing off, out came the Yellow Dwarf, mount­

ed upon a large Spanish cat, who placing 

himself between the IGng and the Fairy, ut­

tered these words: " Rash youth, thy rage 

shall be levelled at me, not at the Desert 

Fairy ; I am thy rival, and claimed her by 

promise, and a single hair round her finger.'' 

This so enraged the King, that he erie~ 
B 3 
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out, " contemptible creature ! '\-vert tl1ou 
worthy of notice, I \Yould sacrifice ! l1t!C for 
thy presumption." VvherCU}JOn the Yell ow 
D\varf, clapping spurs to his cat, and dr&wing 
a large cutlass, defied the Killg to comln:.t ; 
and so they went into the court. yard. rl he 
sun then immediately turned red as hlood. and it became dark: thunder and 1if,ht 1.ing 
followed, by the flashes whereof"' me pe1 ceJv­
ed two giants vomiting fir~ on e .. c\ siJ.e of the Yell ow D,;rarf. 

The King behaved witL such unc aunted 
courage, as to give the D·,,:a f g ea. lkrp ex­
ity; but was dismayed, vb"' hP ,aw the 
Desert Fairy, mounted on a winged oriffin, with her head covered ·wit!l snak(;s, "tnke the 
Princess so hard witb a la 1ce, tlu t , 1.!; fell 
iHto the Queen's arms <..'l O\ e · \', ith l.Jlood. 
He left the com hut to go to brr 1 r ief ~ hut 
t.l1e Dwarf was too quic.- for hiw, , ul flyi1 g 
on his Spanish cat to tL~~ bal ... on/ ;•L"' .. :e .:.!H:: 
was, he took her from !·er moti.( r's m 1:.s, 
3eaped with her upon tlte top of tlu: palace, 

ud immediately disappen;._J. 
As the King sbo l conL< ed. and n~·tonisLed 

1t this strange adventure, he tt~ddenl.~ L n i 
a mist before L's eyes, Rau I :1 s if li 'tdi up 
in tl:e air by son e ext:, or:.L,ary pm ·er : for 
the Desert }'ail T l~aJ h.!ie. ·a 'o\'C ,,;t 1 Lin. 
To secur~ h:El fo. I..~i· e!f, L1ut'fJ , she ca!­
ried .:m to ~ I! :1:;LJt c..:. 't:r ., h' pit g Le 
woul< there forg t . il-l'· i~, ?. .. J ~ricd ru&ny 
~-r iCces to con!! .~te i er uet-igns. l:h t .~m.lrtg 



this &cheme ineffcctu'll, she reSfJh·cd to carry 

him to a place altog-ether fl'> pi< ar.;ant as the 

.other was terri Lie; :n d ttccoro· ngly t him 

by herself in a chariot drawn 'Y sw n . In 

passing through the air, he had t 1e un peak­

able surprise to see his aJored Princess it ~ 

castle of polished steel, leaning Ler head on 

one hand, and wiping away tiH' te,_rs with 

the other. She happened to lor,k: up, a1 d 

had the mortification to see the Kinrr sittin..,. 
·~ <-;} 

by the Fairy, who th~n, by her art, m~Jlie 

herself a!1pear extremely beautiful. IIaJ llot 

the King Leen sem;ible of the Fai'y's po ve'"} 

he would certainly then ha\·e tried to r~e 

himself from her, hy some means or other; 

but he knew it would be in vain, and then.. 

fore pretended to have a liking for her. At 

last they came to a stately palace, fenced on 

one side by walL; of emeralds, aud on the 

other by a boisterous sea. 
The King, by pretending to be in !ove witli 

the Fairy, obtained the liberty to walk by 

himself on the shGre; and, as he was on.:: 

day invoking the powers of the sea, he hed.rd 

a voice, and presently af ~r .vas surp1ised 

l"lrith the appearance qf a Nicrmaid, whith 

coming up with a pleasant smile, spoke ties" 

word~ :-0 King of the Go!den J\1ines, I 

well know all that has passed in f{-'gard to 

you and the fair Princess. Don't sn~rect th>.; 

to be a contrivance of the Fairy's ro try you~ 

'for I am an inveterate enemy both to her U!l!i. 

th;.:: Y eilovv D .varf; therefore, if you wil 
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'have confidence in me, I will lend you my assistance to procure t4e release not only of yourself but of All-Fair also." The over­
joyed King promised to do whatever the 1\tler­maid bid him; whereupon, setting him upon 
her tail, they sailed away on a rolling sea. 

V\Then they had sailed some time, " Now,,., 
said the Mermaid to the King, " we draw near the place where your Princess is kept by the Yellow Dwarf. You will have many 
enemies to fight before you can come to her; take, therefore, this sword, with which you may overcome every thing, provided you never let it go out of your hand.,, The King 
returned her all the thanks that the most grateful heart could suggest; and the Mer­maid landed. and took leave of him, promis­
ing him farther assistance when necessary. 

The King boldly advauced, and meeting 
with two terrible sphinxes, laid them dead at his feet with his sword. Next he attacked six dragons that opposed him, and di ·patched them also. Then he met with four and 
twenty nymphs, with garlands of flowers, at sight of whom he stopped, being loath to de­stroy so much beauty ; when he heard a voice 
say, " Strike! str:Ice! or you will lose your Princess for ever !,' upon which he threw 
himself into ti1e midst of them, and soon dis­persed them. He now came in Yiew of All­
Fair, and hastening to her, exclaimed, " 0 my Princess, behold your faithful lover !" 
But she, drawing back, replied, " Faithful 
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h>Yer ! Did I not see you pc:ss:ng- th;-ou· 1 

the air with a beaut.ifnl nymplt? \ 'er -yo t 

faithful then?" "Yes," Tephed t!1e ·:nrr, 

" I was. Th~tt was the det stE.i Desert 

Fairy, who was carrying me to a JJluce Vt here 

I must have languished out 8H my day , had 

it not been for a kind l\Iermaid, JY whose 

assistance it is that I am now comet~ releas~'.! 

you." So saying, he cast himself at h r feet; 

but, catching hold of her gown, nfortu~>.rlte­

ly let go the magic sword; which the 'dlow 

Dwarf no sooner .discovered, than., l{·aping 
from behind a. shrub w ltere he hacl be!~n con~ 

.cealed. he ran and seized it. By two calm~ 

listical words he then conjured Ufj a couple of 

giants, who laid the King in irons. '' Now," 

said the Dwarf, " my rival's fate is in my 
own hands ; hovvevrr ~ if he will cons<'ll t to 

my marriage, he shall have his lile ~iltd li~ 

Lerty." "No," said the King," I ~,f·Onl tljy 

favour on su~1 terms;" which so pro 7oked 
the/Dwarf, that he instant! }r stabbed l1im to 

the heart. The disconsolate Princess, or~~ 
gravated to the last degree at such barbarity, 

thus vented he!.' grief: Thou hidf~ous cre[.­

ture ! since entreaties could not avail d ce~ 

perhaps thou no\v reliest upon force; L 1t 

thou sb;1lt be disappointed, all(l thy brutt:Ji 

soul shaH know perpetual mortification from 

the mr>tnent I td~ thee I die for the love I 

!.:1xe fo~· the K1Hg of the Golden :~: ;ues ~,, 

An·l so saying, sf(.:; sunk down u:wn -~·_;bod .. ;; 

;.,:nJ ~;YJ1ired. h·iti vut a si::,h, 
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Tbus ended the fate of these two faithful 

lovers, which the l\1ermaid very much re­
gretted; but) all her power lying in the 
sword, she could only change them into two 
palm-trees ; which, preserving a constant mu­
tual affection for each other, caress and unite 
their branches together. 

THE 

STORY 
OF .. 

PUSS IN BOOTS. 

THERE was a miller who had three sons, and 
when he died he divided his property among 
them in this manner: He gave his mill to the 
eldest, his ass to the second, and his Cat to 
the youngest. 

Each of the brothers took his own share 
without the help of an attorney, who would 
soon have brought their little fortune to no­
thing in law expenses. 

The poor fellow who had nothing but the 
cat, complained that he was very ill used: 
" My brothers," said he, " may join their 
:stocks together, and do very well in the 
:'\·orld ; but as for me, when I have eaten my 
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cat, and made a fur-cap of his skh~, I m~) 

soon die of hunger." 
The Cat, who was all this time listening 

just inside the door of a cup-board, now ven­

tured to come out, and spoke to him in these 

words: 
" Do not be so much grieYed, my good 

master; only give me a bag, and get a pair 

of boots made for me, so that I may scamper 

through the dirt and the hedges, and you shall 

see that you are not so badly off as you think.~, 

Though the Cat's master did not depend 

much upon these promises, yet he had often 

seen the cunning tricks of Puss in catching 

rats and mice; such as hanging up by the hind­

legs, as if he was dead, and hiding in the 

meal; so he thought it very likely he might 

be of some use to him in his forlorn case. 

When the Cat had got the things he asked 

for, he began to dress himself. He first dre\l' 

on the boots : and next put the bag about his 

neck, and taking hold of the strings with h.is 

fore-paws He then told his master to keep 

up his spirits, and walked boldly out to seek 

for adventures. 
The first attempt Puss made, was to go in-.. 

to a warren that had a great number of rab­

bits in it. He put some bran and some pars­

ley into his bag, and then stretcl1ed himself 

out at full length, as if he was dead. In this 

manner he waited for some young rabbits, \ 

who as yet did not know any thing ~bout hi.-
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cunning tricks, to come and get into tl1e bag.=­
for the sake of the nice things in it. 

Soon after he had lain down, evNy thin~~ 
lwppened just as he could have wished. 1\ 
giddy young rabbit crept into the !Jag; and 
the cat drew the strings of it directly, so that 
he 'vas caught,· and then killed him withou:: 
mt;rcy. 

Puss wrrs proud of hi's good luck; and went 
straigl:t to the palace, ,.,.11ere he asked to speak 
'vith ti1e king. Vvhen he was shown into the 
room of l1is l\lajesty, i1e n.ade a low bow, and 
said, " I have brought you, Sire, this rahbit. 
from t}Je warren of rny Lord l\iarqu.i .~ of 
CarraLa», who ordered me to present it to 
your ::.\.Iajesty, with his rr.o~t humble respects," 
Now, the l\larquis of Crirr~d)~s ' as only a 
sham name that the r~::Jt thought pro

1
Jer to 

gi\·e his master. "Tell your Lord • Iar~ 
quis of Carrabas,,' an"\Vered the king, '~ tk.1':: 
J accept of his present witl1 p1ta".ure. and tlJa~. 
I am Yery much obligeJ to him." 

Soon after, the Cat lairl J1:mself do vn in 
the same manner iu a fie!d of corn, and hacl 
the same good fortune a.., bcfvre; for bvc' 
very fire partridges ,J!ut into his bag. He 
killed these also, anrl carried them to the pa­
lace. 'I he king received them as he had done 
the rabbit, and ordered his servants to giv 
the Cat something to dr iul ~ . In this rn·!ur1e · 
he catTied a great many presents of ~;:1 1e tf 
the king, aying, that they came fro1 1 P1: 
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.Lord Marquis of Carrabas, (as he cal!ed hi'J 
master), at least once every week. 

One day, the Cat heard that the king 
w.as going to take a ride that morning by the 
river-side with his daughter, who was the 
most beautiful princess in the world. Upon 
this he said to his master, ''If you will but 
follow my advice, your fortune is made. 
Take off your clothes and bathe yours2lf in 
the river, just in the place I shall direct you, 
and leave the rest to me." 

His master knew what a good and faithful 
servant Puss was to him, and therefore did 
just as he desired, though he could not guess 
what the Cat intended. VVhile he was bath~ 
ing, the king passed by, and Puss directly 
cried out as loud as he could. " Help, help, 
or else my Lord Marquis of Carrabas will be 
he drowned." The king heard the cries, and 
put his head out at the window of his coach 
to ask what was the matter; when he saw 
the Yery cat who had brought him so many 
presents. He then ordered his ser-vants to 
run, and do all they could for my Lord M'ar­
quis of Carrabas. 

\Vhile they were busy in taking the Cat's 
muster out of the river, Puss ran to the king's 
coach, and told his lVIajesty, That while his 
master was bathing, some thieves had rum 
away with his clothes as they lay by the 
river-side. But the truth was, that the CLUl, 
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~ing Cat all the time had hid them himself 
uncler a large stone. 

When the king heard this, he sent the of­
ficer of his wardrobe to fetch one of the hand­
somest suits in it, and gave it to my Lord 
J\tiarquis of Carrabas; and at the same time 
paid him a thousand compliments. The fine 
dothes that were brought, made the Cal's 
master look like a gentleman ; and as he was 
very comely himself, they set him off to the 
best advantage; so that the king"s daughter 
was very much pleased with him; and as 
soon as he had cast two or three tender glan­
ces upon her, she became quite in love with 
him. 

'fhe king made him get into the carriage, 
and take a ride with them. The Cat was 
C:harmed to see how well it all was likeiy to 
end ; so Puss ran before, till coming to a 
f eld where the corn was reaping, said to the 
men that were at work, " Good people, if 
you do not tell the king, when he pas'ies this 
way, that the field belongs to my L.,rd N. ar­
<}UIS of Carrabas, you shall all of you be chop· 
ped as small as minced meat.,, 

The king did not fail to ask the reapers, 
\V! .o was the owner of the field? " I\! y Lord 
.1\Ia:: quis of Carrabas;' sairl they all at once: 
for the words of the Cat had fright ened them 
terribly. ''You have got a fine pit:ce of land 
here, my~ Lord 1\tiarquis,n said the king, 
'' Yes, Sire,..., answered he, " and it bring · 
me a very good harvest even .. year." 
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'Jhe Cat still went on before; and next 

came to a field where some men \vere making 
the corn they had reaped into ~he!ve~ He 
said to these people the same as to ti1e other, 
" Good folks if you do not tell the king, when 
he passes this way, that the corn you have 
reaped in this field belongs to my Lord Mar­
quis of Carrabas, you shall all of you be 
chopped as smal1 as minced meat.'' 

The king came by a minute or two after, 
and again asked, Who was the owner of this 
corn?- '~My Lord Marquis of Carrabas,, 
answered they all; and then the king turned 
to the Cat's master, and told him he saw he 
had got a very large estate. 

The Cat again went on before, and gave 
the same orders to all the people he met with, 
so that the king admired the great fortune of 
my Lord Marquis of Carrabas. 

At last Puss came to a large stone castle 
that belonged to an Ugre, who was the rich­
est that ever was kno-.vn : for all the lands 
that the king had passed through, and asked 
about, were really his. The Cat took care 
to learn every thing about the Ogre, and 
what he could do. He then asked to speak 
with him; and said, as he came into the room 
where the Ogre was sitting, "That he could 
not pass so near his castle without doing him­
self the honour to ask after his health.'' 

The Ogre recei,·ed him as civilly as an Ogre 
could do, and told him to sit down. " I have 

C2 



i1eard,~' said the Cat, H that you arc ab!e t(; 
change yourself into all sorts of creal ure~ ~ 
such as a lion, or an elephant.,, ''It is '1 ue,n 
answered the Ogre rather gruffly, " a nd t<J 
.ihew you that it is so, I will nuw take the 
form of a lion." The Cat W3s so much frir;ht­
ened, when he found Limself so clo:le L(? a liun, 
that he jumped away, and climucd to tlre tf1{J 
of the house; but he coultl not do this witL¥ 
out a great deal of trouble, as his boots 'v~. e1 e 
not fit to walk upon the tilE's with. 

After two or three rninute'.i, when the Cat 
saw th?tt the Ogre bad taken his O\\'ll shape 
again, Le came do :vn from the til!.:s, alld 
owned that he had been very m 1ch afr..tid. 
'' I have heen told too," said the Cat, " lrat 
can harcUy believe it, that j·ou a1e able to 
turn yourself into Yery small crcDhll f: :' nl.,;o 
as often as you like ; suc.h as a r t or'' nwu:-e, 
but indeed I have ahvays t1 Oll.~Lt ll1is can­
not be true." "\·'rell, then;' ..:aid tl e Ogre>~ 
"you shall soon see; and in a mot1cnt he 
changed himself into a mou5e, ami h g:->n VJ 
run about the roo~n. A soon a., t ·u Pus~ 
cast his eyes upon the Ogre in th · s form, l1l: 
sprung upon him, killed him, anJ act him up 
at a mouthfu ·. 

In the 111ean time the king carne near the 
fine castle of the C gre, and orderf' d lti;; 
coachman to drive np to the gates. t l1A-t hu 
might take a nearer v;e, T of it. "\:hen Pt .,~ 
heard the noise of the ccac!1 nc.ar the wall · J h · 
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came out at the gates, and said, " Your ~Ia .. 
jesty is welcome to the castle of my Lord 
Marquis of Carrabas.'' "What,'' said the 
king, turning to the Cat's master, u and is 
this castle yours too, my Lord Marquis of 
Carrabas? I never saw any thing finer than 
this building, nor more beautiful than the 
parks and pleasure-grounds round it; I dare 
say the castle is quite as noble in the inside as 
out-side. Pray, my Lord Marquis, allow me 
to have a sight of it.'' 

The Cat's master gave his hand to the 
young princess as she got out of the coach1 

and walked after the king, who went first. 
They came mto a large hall, where they 
found on the table a noble dinner, that the 
Ogre had got ready for some friends who 
were to visit him that day; but when these 
friends heard, that the king and the princess, 
with some great gentJemeJI of the court, were 
there, they were afraid to come. 

The king was very much pleased with the 
manners and the noble fortur e of the , ;ar­
quis of Carrabas, (as he called him); and 
the young princess, too, had fallen Jeep ie 
love witb him; so that when the king had 
eaten a little of the Ogre's treat, an1i druSJk a 
few glasses of wine, he said to !1im, " ~Iy 
Lord lVlarquis of Carr~bas, it will be your 
own fault, if you do not S'>On become my son­
in-hw" When the Cat's muster heard t.his, 
he bowed, and gave his maJesty a thousal,l¢ 

C3 
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humble thanks; and said he was afraid ht 
was not wot thy of such an hjgh honour ; but 
as the king would have it so, he glc:tdly took 
the hand of the princess, and they were mar­
ried that very day. 

In his good fort~me he did not forget hio 
kind Cat, who had brought him to it alL 
Puss was made a great lord of his court, anu 
never more ran after rats and mice, but wh~n 
he chose to have some sport. 

ALMERINE and SHELlilfAlfo 
--- - -·--- --

0MARADDIN, a nobleman in the court of So1i4 
man, emperor of the east, had two d:mghters, 
.Almerine and Shelimah. At the birth of Al­
rnerine the fairy Elfarina had presided; and, 
in compliance with the reques.ts of the parents, 
had endowed her with every excellence, ancl 
decreed that sl1e should be sought in marriage 
by a sovereign prince. "\Vhen the wife of Orn<l­
:raddin was prPgnant with Sbelimah, the fairy 
Elfarina ·was again invoked; at which .Fari~ 
mina, another fairy, was offended. Farimina 
was inexorable and cruel~ .EJfarina nlacaLle 
and benevolent ; and fairies of this cl;aracter 
were observed to be superior in power. El­
farina therefore resolved that her influence 
should not be wanting; and, as·far as sht W[t • 
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~hle; precluded tl1e influence of Farimina, wl1o 

had decreed, that the person of • hehmah 

should be rendered hideous by erery specie.; 

of deformity, and that all her wishes shoal1l 

produce an opposite effect: 

The parents dreaded the birth of the in­

fant under this malediction ; the moment 

they belJeld it, they were solicitous ouly to 

conceal it from the world. They sent her, 

with only one attendant, to a rempte castle, 

which stood on the confines of a wood. 

Elfarina tlid not thus, however, forsake in­

nocence in distress; but, to counterbalanl e 

the evils of obscurity, neglect, and ugliness, 

decreed, that to the taste of Shelimah, the 

coarsest food should be the most exquisite 

dainty; that the rags which ~overed btr 

should, in her estimation, be equal to clot !t 

of gold ; that bhe should prize a cottage more 

than a palace, and that in these circumstances, 

love should be a stranger to her breast. 

While Shelimah was immured in a remote 

castle, neglected and forgotten, every city in 

the dominions of Soliman contributed to de­

corate the person, or cultivate the mind of 

Almerine ; yet, amidst all these accompli:sh­

~ents, she was haughty and fierce, and, upon 

the whole, disagreeable. Among many others 

by whom Almerine had been taught to inves­

tigate nature, N our ass in, the physician, had 

acquainted her with the qualities of trees and, 

I' herLs, and of N ourassin she became enamol\f"' 

r • -:o 

{!d to tlw most ron.1antic ex~es~. ~ 
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It was the custom of the nobles to present their daughters to the sultan, when they en­tered their eighteenth year ; an event which Almerine had always anticipated with impa­tience and hope, but now wished to prevent with solicitude and terror. The period at length arrived. Soliman was now in his thirtieth year; he had sat ten years upon the throne, and, for the steadiness of his virtue, had been surnamed the .Just. 

Soliman having gazed some moments upon Almerine with silent admiration, rose up, and turning to the princes that stood round him, said, " To-morrow I ·will grant there­quest which you have so often repeated, and place a beauty on my throne, by whom I may transmit my dominion to posterity : to-mor­row the daughter of Omaraddin shall be my wife." The joy with which Omaraddin heard this declaration, was abated by the effect which jt produced upon Almerine; who, after 
~orne ineffectual struggles with the passion which agitated her mind, threw herself into the arms of her woman, and hurst into tears. Soliman immediately dismissed his attendants, and t~king her in his arms, inquired the cause of her di tress; this, however, was a secret which neither her pride nor her fear "ould ~mffer her to reveal. He desisted from fur­ther in?f~ortunity, and commanded that her •oman should remove her to a private apart­ment of the palace, and that she should Le attended hy his physician, Nourassin. · 
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Nourassin, who had already learned • 1at 

had happened, found Lis de·1,air relien·d by 

another ir:terview. The lovt'l'~, hcnit".''·r, 

were restraiiv:!d from condulence and co su 1-

tation by the pre~ence of the woman, .. ..-h·, 

could not be dismissed~ but Nour<J si11 pur ·t 

small vial into tin~ iw11d of Almerine as he d·­

J:,arted, and told her, tbat it contaiued a <'Or­

ciial, which, if ad111inistered in time, ";YOU~'l 

infalllhl)' restore the clieerfn1ness alJd vi~•our 
A ~ 

that she had lost. Tl.e:,e •. nrds were IH·ard 

by the attendants, tilcugh thty 'rvete uudt"r­

stood ooly by Almerine; she re~(ii!y COllt re­

hended the contents of the vid was puL ot , 

which would relieve her from lauguor :11:li 

melai,choly, b.r removing the cau.::e, if it could 

be given to the st Itan before her marraig~ 

\\'ZIS completed. 
'Tl1e sulta1.1 rose at the dawn ol' day, 'm•t 

scndmg for Ler principal attendants, "'ito ktd 

been onlercd to watc:1 ia l1er chamber, eagf: r­
ly inquired what had been her LeJ,avlrllb, 

He was acquamted, tl1at she had lG~ttly LdleJt 

asleep, and tlJQ-t a cordial had been lefL by 

1\' ourassir1, which he afiirmecl W011ld, if' nut 

too long delayed, suddenly 1 tcm t-r l1er from 

Jejection, a.nJ y,·h · ch, notwithstand;ng, sb~ 

had .1eglected to taKt;. Soliman de.ri \ lJ 1ww 

hq;es from this intelligence, aw1, that she 

migLt meet him at the hour of marriu~e V't itl1. 

the cheerful vivucity which tbe n,nLd of 

.ll ourc:.::,ain woald inr.,oire, h-.! onle1 ed that 1 · 
. . . 
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should, without asking her any questions, be mixed with whatever she first drank in the . mormng. 

Almerine, in whose blood the long-continu­ed tumult of the mind had produced a fever­ish heat, awaked parched with thirst, ancl called eager1y for drink: her attendant, hav .. ing first emptied the vial into the bowl, as she had been commanded by the sultan, pre­iented it to her, and she drank it off. 
As soon as she.recollected the horrid busi­ness of the day, she missed the vial, and in a fe·w moments learned how It had been applied. 

The suaden terror which now seized her, hastened the effects of the poison. 
Her disorder was now apparent, though the cause was not suspected, N ourassin was a­gain introduced, and made acquainted with the mistake; an antidote was immediately prepar­ed and administered; and A1mcrine waited the 

t:vent in agonies of body and mind which arc not to be described. 
The commotion e"·ery instant increased ; and in less than an hour she \.Y~s covered with a leprosy, her hair fell, her head swelled, and every feature in her countenance was distorted. 
~oliman, after he l1ad recovered from hi~ astonishmt-nt, retired to l.is own apartment, and, in the interval of rt>colierti n, he soon disco ·eretl, that ti1e desi1 e ,Jf beauty had se­

duced Lim front tht- path <.,f justice, and ttJa.t he ought to have di~mis~ed tht I er«oR whose 
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affections he believed to have another o~ject, 

He did not therefore take away the life of 
Nourassin, for a crime to which himself had 
furnished the temptation; but as some punish­
ment was nece::ssary, as a sanction to the laws, 
he condemned him to perpetual banishment. 
He commandrd that Almerine should be sent 
back to her father, that her life might be a 
memorial of her folly; and he determined, if 
possible, to atone by a second marriage, for the 
errors of the first 

Shelimah, during these events, experienced 
a very different fortune. She remained till 
she was thirteen years of age in the castle ; 
and it happened, that about this time the per­
son to care she had been committed, afler a 
short sickness, died. Shelimah imagined that 
she slept; but perceiving that all attempts to 
awaken her were ineffectual, and the stock of 
provisions being exhausted, she found means 
to open the wicket, and wandered alone in the 
wood; and at night, not being able to find her 
way back, lay down under a thicket and slept. 

Here she was awakened early in the morn­
ing by a peasant. The man asked her many 
questions ; but her answer rather increasing 
than gratifying his curiosity, he set her be­
fore him on his beast, and carried her to his 
house in the next village. In this family she 
was the jest of some, and the pity of others ; 
she was employed in the meanest offices, and 
her figure procure\i her the name of goblin . 
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In t' is sitnat:nn she had continued four yen.r , when the heralds appearert in the village with the prociamR.tion of Soliman. Shelimah ran out with others to gaze at the parade; she listened to the proclamation with greal atten­tion, and when it was ended, she perceived that the eyes of the multitude were fixed.on her. One of the horsemen at the same time vlig 1ted, and with great ceretnony entreated her to enter a chariot which v,;::ts in ti1e retinue, tl'lling her, that she was without do11bt the person whom nature and Soliman had destined to he their queen. Shelimah replied with a "'mile, that if your proclat_jation l.Je true, I ·hould rejoice to be the iu~tn#nent of such :.Hlmonition to mankind; and on this con­•iition I wish indeed to be the must deformed of i'1J species. The moment this wish \Yas ut­tered, the srJell of Farimina produced a contrary dfect. A white robe was thrown over her by .m in risible hand, the crowd fell back in as-
on ishmcnt, and gaze~ with i11sati::thle curio­sity upon such heauty as before they had ne­ver seen. Shelimah was, with much impor­Tunity, prevailed upon by the heralds to enter \he chariot, wl o returnca with her to the metropolis, presented her to Soliman, and re­I· ted the 'prodigy. 

The nuptial ceremony \Yas not long de!ny­E'l, a11d the good fairy Elfarina honoured it v,ith her presence, and, when she depa ted:> s!vwed on both her benediction. 
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l\1INET; 

OR, 

LITTLE THUJJfB. 

THERE lived formerly in the kingdom of Na­
varre, a Count who possessed many castles 

and large domains. 1-Iis manner of living, 

however, was so extravagant, that he sold 

one estate after another to supply his ex- ' 

penses, and he was at Last reduced to extreme 

poverty. It is impossible to conceive any si­

tuation more distressful than that of a poor 

gentleman, who knows no labour or trade by 

which he ·can procure bread for his wife and 

starving family. S uch was the case with the 

Count, and his difficulties were not a little 

au gmented by a scarcity, which then prevail­

ed throughout the land. He had a wif'e and 

four children to provide for, who had been 

accustomed, during his affluence, to every 

luxury; except the youngest, Minet, called 

Litt le Thumb, fro;:n the smalines.:; of his sta .. 
D 
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ture; and who, from some dislike which his 

. . parents had conceived for him, had always 
~ been treated with extreme harshness and se­

verity. He was at this time about five years 
old; and, with an extraordinary sweetness of 
disposition, possessed a degree of understand­
ing much beyond his age. He tried, by the 
most affectionate attentions, to soothe the 
gloomy hours of his fathev and mother: but 
his efforts w~re unnoticed. Be often gave 
up the scanty morsel that was destined for 
his own meal, to increase the allowance of 
his sister and brothers; but they always re­
ceived it with insolence, as something they 
had a right to. 

It was the custom of their motl1er to put 
these children to hed at an early hour, in or­
der to save a meal which she had not the 
power to give them; and she generally spent 
her evening afterwards in contriving "'·ith the 
Count plans for alleviating their distress . 

. They were thus engaged one night, when 
little Minet, whom hunger kept awake, over~ 
heard the Count propose to his wife to take 
the four children out early tbe next morning, 
and to lose them in a distant forest, whence 
they would not he able to find their ·way 
hack. ' A h ! (cried the tender mother) can 
I consent to destroy my children ? I would 
rather bear to see them die lVith hunger, 
·which I cnnnot prevent, thnn be myself the 
cause of their death., Her husband repre~ 
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sented to her again and again, the chance 
there was that some charitable person might 
find and take them home to nourish and 
keep; whereas, if they remained much long­
er with him, they must inevitably perish for 
want of food. These arguments, however, 
failed to convince the tender-hearted Countess, 
and he was obliged to lay his commands that 
it should be done, which she was too good a 
wife to dispute. It was at last, therefore, 
agreed, that they should both go with the 
children early in the morning. 
_ Minet arose before the dawn of day, went 
to a neighbouring brook, where he filled his 
pocket with little white pebbles, and return­
ed home before his father and mother got up. 
When they ·were all ready to set out, the 
children received each a small piece of bread, 
the last which the poor Countess had left. 
They proceeded a long way, wandering about 
the country till the sun became too hot for 
them; and they entered a shady wood to rest 
themselves. Minet had taken care to drop 
his little white pebbles occasionally as they 
went, and he had no doubt that, by their as­
sistance, he should find his way back. The 
three elder children, who knew nothing of 
what their parents intended, soon feeli1~g 
themselves rested, began to gather nosegays 
of the numberless wild flowers which grew 

·round them in great luxuriance. In doing 
this, they strayed to a considerable distance 
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ftom the Count and Countess, who, as soon 
as the children were out of sight, immediately 
returned home, though not without many 
deep sighs by the way from the mother. 

-When the children found themselves alone, 
and had sought for their parents, they began 
to cry bitterly. The little Minet suffered 
them to cry for some time, knowing well he 
had it in his power to return home when he 
chose. At length he said to them, ' Be not 
afraid, for I can take you home, if you will 
only follow me.' They followed, as he di­
tected them; and towards evening, arrived 
safe at their own door; but, as they were 
afraid to enter, they stood some time to listen 
what was going forward within. 

It happened that the Count and Countess, 
on their arrival at home, met the servant of 
a neighbouring farmer, who having once re­
ceived some favours from the Count in his 
prosperity, now thought to acknowledge them, 
and had therefore sent him a present of a 
cheese and some cakes, together with a bas­
ket of dried fruits. This supply was highly 
acceptable, and they sat down to make a meal 
of part of it; but the grief of the Countess 
would not suffer her to eat, though she had 
not tasted food that day. ' Alas! (said she) 
if my children were now here, hGw happy 
should I be to feed them. l-I~ven has sent 
us provision enough for two or three days; 
Jet us then return to the forest and bring 
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them back.' ' It is in vain, (said the "Count) 
they have by this time wandered too far for 
us to find them, or they are perhaps devoured 

' by the wolves.' ' No, no, no, (said the old­
est of the children, at the outside of the door) 
we are here, and want you to let us in.' The -
door was immediately opened, the Countess 
wa~ delighted to embrace her children again, 
and the Count either really was, or feigned 
to be, pleased with their return. They sat 
down together, and made a better meal than 
any of the family had done for some time. 

It might be supposed that, after this in­
stance of care and kindness from Minet to his 
sister and brothers, they would have treated 
him with more gentleness and affection ; but 
they did not seem to abate any thing of their 
former cruelty. Their short supply of pro­
visions was at length exhausted, and the 
Count once more determined to take his chil-: 
dren out for the purpose of losing them. 
Minet, however, overheard the proposal, and 
determined to provide accordingly. He got 
up, therefore, hefore it was quite day to col­
lect once more a supply of pebbles; but great 
indeed was his grief and distress, when he 
found the door~ so locked and bolted that he 
could not get out, and knew not what to do, 
till recollecting that they should each have a 
piece of bread before they set out, he resolved 
to save his portion, and to scatter it in 
~rumbs by the way, instead of pebbles. The 
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father and mother then took them into a far ... 
ther and more intricate part of the forest, and 
then getting by degrees behind them, , they 
suddenly turned into a different path, and 
left them entirely. The three elder children, 
when they ·discovered this, were greatly af­
flicted, and began to cry: but Minet, who 
bad taken care to scatter his bread as they 
went, seemed not at all disturbed, trusting 
that he should be able to find his way home 
as well as before. His brothers observing his 
confidence, and supposing from that, that he 
had some means of assisting them, began to. 
caress him very much, and to call him dear 
brother, with many other kind expressions: 
his sister, too, called him dear little M'inet, 
ant] begged that he would help them. He 
could not resist their entreaties, and accord ~ 
int;ly he set out with them to return home ; 
but no one can conceive the grief of all the 
party, when they could not find a single 
crnmb of bread any where, to guide tbeir 
steps ; for the birds, who seldom got such a 
treat, had eaten them all. Thus, then, they 
were left to wander without a guide, and 
witho11t food. The night came on, and a 
terriljle wind arose, that filled their ] i ltle 
h earts with fear and tremhling; they thought, 
too) they heard the howlings of ·wild beasts, 
and this would have seemed sufficient to com­
plete their distre~Ss ; but they had yd more 
to suffer, for the rain began to fall in heavy 
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showers, that soou wet their clothes throtJgh 
and the ground became so slippery, that they 
fell almost at every step, till their hands, faces; 
and garments, "\Yere wholly covered with dirt. 

In the midst of their difficulties, great as 
they were, the good sense of little lVlinet did 
not forsake him: he climbed up to the top of 
a high tree, to see if he could discover any 
sort of habitation; when, having looked a~ 
round for some time, he perceived a light, 
though at a great distance. He descended 
full of the joyful tidings; but to his great af­
fliction, when down, he could see nothing of 
it. However, he encouraged his brothers 
and sister; and proceeding with them in the 
direction from which the light had seemed to 
come, he perceived it again just as they ar-' 
rived at the extremity of the wood. After 
encountering many more difficulties, they at 
length reached the door of the house; yet it 
was a long time before any one of them had 
courage to knock. Minet at last took this 
tlpon himself; and bar;ing knocked softly, the 
door was opened by a woman, who asked 
what they wanted. ' We are four unfortu­
nate child.ren, (answered Minet) who having 
lost our way in the forest, are come to beg of 
you a night's lodging for charity.' At this 
the good woman began to weep bitterly: 
' Alas! my little dears, (said she) my husband 
is one of those ferocious giants that · devour 
little children, and you cannot escape him if 
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I admit you here: his smell is so keen, that 
he can perceive human flesh at a great dis-

. tance., 'Ah! madam, (replied Minet) let us 
try if our helpless state will not move his 
pity ; for if we remain in the forest, we can­
not save ourselves from the wolves that al­
ready begin to howl for prey.' The gianfs 
wife, who thought she could perhaps conceal 
them till the next morning, resolved to let 
them in. She placed them before a large fire 
to warm themselves, where they saw a whole 
sheep roasting for the giant's supper; but 
scarcely had they began to feel dried and com­
forted by the heat, than they heard three 
great knocks at the door : it was the giant 
himself, retnrned before his usual time. The 
good woman immediately hid the children 
under the bed, and hastened to open the door. 
He entered, and having demanded with a 
frightful voice, if the supper and the wine 
were ready, sat himself down to table. The 
sheep was yet raw and bloody, but he liked 
it better for that, and soon devoured thew hole. 
He then began smelling about on all sides, 
saying, in an angry tone, ' I smell new flesh., 
' It must be, (said the wife) the calf which I 
have just killed that you smell.' ' I tell you, 
(said the giant, still more enraged) it is new 
flesh, and there is something more in the 
house than I know oC \Vith these words he 
rose, and went straight to the bed. ' This, 
then, is the way that thou deceivest me, vile 
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woman, (said he) ami i1~ thou wert not so old, 
I would eat thee up for it. 'I'hese will be a 
great treat for some of my brothers, that are 
coming to see me in a dlity or two .' He then 
drew the poor children from their conceal­
ment, one after another ; they threw them­
selves at his feet, entreating pardon for beiug 
in his house; but tears, cries, and supplica­
tions, were eyually in vain; he felt nothing, 
except the de~ire to eat them, and turning to 
his wit'e, lte cried, ' 0, these will be delicate 
dishes when you haYe made a good sauce for 
them.' Full of this iden, he took a large 
knife, and sharpeni11g it on a stone that be 
held in his left hand, he a(h·anced towards his 
trembling victims, one of 'vhom he had al­
ready seized; when his wife interrupting hin1, 
said, ' What would y6u do at this time of 
night r The children are in your power; and 
will you not have time enough to-morrow? 
' Hold your tong-ue, (replied the sanguinary 
monster) they ~··ill !1e thin to-morrow.' • But, 
(answered tlte wif'e) you have pro,·isions i11 
plenty; here is a calf, two sheep, and half a 
pig: ' Hight, (:mid the giant) so give them 
a good supper, that they may grow fat, and 
then put Lltem to bed.' The good vvoman 
was delighted with the command, and gave to 
each a lnrge allowance; but fear prevented 
them from eating. 'l'l1e giant, in the mean 
time, sat down to his wine, and pleased with 
the thought of giving so del icate a treat to his 
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friends, he drank till the wine got into his 
bead. 

The giant had four children, that were yet 
young, and were of a fair and pleasing com­
plexion, though they devoured human flesh 
like their father; but they had little round 
grey eyes, flat noses, and long sharp teeth, set 
wide from each other. They promised al­
ready what they would some day grow to be; 
for at this eArly age, they would bite little 
children on purpose to suck their blood. 
These children ·were all put to bed at an early 
hour, in a large bed, having each a night-cap 
of tiger's skin on its head. The four children 
who had taken refuge in the house, were 
placed in another bed of the same size by the 
good woman, who then went to lie down by 
the side of her cruel hu~band. 

Minet, "" ho observed that the giant's chil­
dren had caps on their heads, and thought, 
perhaps, he might awake, and repent not hav­
ing eaten his prey before he went to rest, got 
up in the middle of the night, and t[tking his 
bonnet, and those of his brothers and si. ter, 
he exchanged them dexterously for the tiger 
caps of the yonng giants. 'I he case turned 
out exactly as little :Minet expected : the 
giant awoke in the night, and thought how 
foolishly he had acted, in deferring till the 
morrow an excellent repast, that he might 
have made the evening before. He sprang 
flut of bed, and taking his great sahre, ' Come, 
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(said he to himself) let us see how it fare8' 
with our little visitors: we will not make 
two meals of them.' 

With these intentions he crept softly into 
the chamber where the children lay, and ap­
proaching the bed in which were those of the 
Count, he felt at their heads, one by one, of 
which they were not sensible, except Minet, 
who lay awake and trembling for fear of dis-
covery. The giant feeling the well-known ~ 
caps on the heads of all four, said, ' Truly I 
must have drank too much last night, thus to 
mistake one bed for the other.' He went 
then immediately to the bed where his own 
children were asleep, and feeling on their 
heads the bonnets of the Count's chlldren, he 
cut tlwir throats in a moment, and without 
remorse. Pleased with what he had done, he 
returned to his wife's bed, and fell fast asleep; 
but as soon as l\1inet heard him snore, he a­
woke his brothers and . sister, telling them to 
dress themselves quickly and follow him. 
They descended quietly into the garden, and 
l1aving climbed over the wall, they ran or 
walked all the night, trembling with appre­
hension, and knowing nothing of the road 
they had taken. 

The giant as soon as he opened his eyes in 
the morning. said to his wife, ' Go, and dress 
our little guests of Jast night;' wbich order 
pleased her so much, that she hastened to 
comply with it; little thinking what kind of 



52 
dressing he m.eant. Great, indeed, therefore, 
was the good woman's surprise and grief, when 
on entering the chamber, she found her ow11 
children dead, and covered with their blood. 
She was near falling to the grounu, as sense­
less as the mistaken victims of her husband's 
brutal appetite. 

The giant, at last, thinking his wife long jn 
executing the task to which he had command­
ed her, hastened up stairs to assist her, and 
saw in a moment the shocking sight. 'Ah! 
what have I done? (he roared out.) Dearly 
shall they pay for their ctmning, and that too 
in a few minutes.' Then throwing a bason 
of water in his wife's face, which soon recover­
ed her, he said, ' Give me my se\·en league 
boot n, that I mav overtake them.' 

Thus equippe~l, he set out and traversed 
the country in different directions, for a long 
time, without success; till at la t, by chance, 
he took the road in which the poor chi1lren 
were eagerly travelling, and had arrived with­
in half a mile of their home. They aw the 
giant advancing with great strides from hill 
to hill, and crossing tbe largest river , as if 
they were little brooks. :\linet, who was the 
leader and captain of the little band, saw a 
hollow rock near him, and having made his 
sister and brothers conceal them elves in it, 
he crejJt in likewise after them; but k pt fre­
quently peeping out, to see what became of 
their terrible pursuer. The giant, tired with 
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the exertions he had made, for the use of the: 
seven league boots was very fatiguing, wish­
ed to rest himself awhile, and by accident laid 
down on the very rock in which the children 
were concealed. Fatigue begets the want of 
repose, and in a few minutes he fell fast asleep, 
snoring so loud that the CounCs unfortunate 
offspring, were little less afraid than when 
he held his knife to their throats the nigh t 
before. 

:Minet having more presence of mind than 
the rest, told them to make haste home while 
their enemy was unable to follow them. Ha­
ving thus kindly provided for the immediate 
safety of his brothers and sister, he approach­
ed the giant with great" caution, and pulling 
off his wonderful boots, which he put on with­
.out delayA The boots, it is true, were very 
tall and very wide, but as they were formed 
by a fairy, they had the property of adapting 
themselves to the legs of any cne who wore 
them. Minet then set out, with all the speed 
his boots could give, for the giant's house, 
where he found thP good mother weeping for 
ber slaughtered children. " Yonr husband~ 
(said he, addressing her,) is in great peril; he 
has been taken while asleep, by a band of rob­
bers, who have vmved to kill him, unless he 
gives them all his gold a11d silver. In this 
moment of distress, with the weapons of the 
robbers at his throat, perceiving me, he pray­
tel m.e to acquaint you with his danger, and 

E 
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to desire that you would send him all h.i.~ 
money and valuables without reserve, or his 
life would become the forfeit. As the case 
does not admit of delay, he has given me his 
seven. league boots, that I might not be ~ong 
on the way, and that you might be convinced 
I do not wish to deceive you." The good 
woman who knew it was her duty to preserve 
her husband, notwithstanding his faults, gave 
Minet all the wealth in the house, which Joad­
ed him heavily; yet he departed highly pleas­
ed with the burden. 

This deceit is certainly not justifiable on 
any ground; because every word that 1\1inet 
spoke to the giant's wife 'Yas untrue; but his 
anxiety to relieve the distresses of his parents, 
made him forget, that we should never do 
wrong with a view to promote the good of 
11-ny one. He proceeded instantly to the house 
of the Count, and found the wl o1e family la­
menting his absence; for though the Count 
had now no further means of supporting his 
children, than he had some days before, yet 
he was so moved \Yitb the account which he 
had just received, of the truly fraternal care 
with which this extraordtnary child had pre­
served his brothers and sister, who now hearti­
ly repented the manner in 'tvhich they kl(l 
fo rt.Oe rly treated him, tl1at he had determinEd 
thenceforwards to trust in Provitie:;c •, :u•d 
n~ve r again thir k to s!'p;-:.ratr. his chiluren 
from hitn. In the'e circnm'it PnC'.:'f:, it is 11nt 
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easy to imagine the great joy that fillel ev~ry 
heart, when J\1inet entering their apartment·, 
and poured out before their astonished eyes, 
the treasures with which he was loaded. 

The Count immediately repurchased the 
lands and castles that he had before sold ; and, 
instructed by his ]ate sufferings, spent after­
wards his time and his wealth in improving 
the minds of his children, or in acts of bene­
volence to the surrounding poor. Minet sold 
his boots for a very large sum of money to 
the king, who was thereby enabled, in time 
of war, to convey his commands and instruc­
tions to his armies in an instant, and thus be­
came one of the most powerful monarchs in 
that part of the world. 

THE 

HISTORY 

OF 

JACIC and the BEAN-STALl(~ 

IN the days of King Alfred, there lived a poor 
woman, whose cotta~e was situated in a re­
mote country village, a great many miles 
.irom London. 
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She' had been a widow some years, and had 

·11n only child, named Jack, whom she indulg­
ed to a fault; the consequence of her blind 
partiality was, that Jack did not pay the least 
attention to any thing she said, but was in­
dolent, careless, and extravagant. His follies 
were not owing to a bad disposition, but his 
mother having never checked him. By de­
grees, she disposed of all sbe possessed­
scarcely any thing remained but a cow. 

The poor woman one day met Jack with 
tears in her eyes; her distress was great, and, 
for the first time in her life, she could not 
help reproaching him, saying, ' Indeed, dear 
son, · you have at last brought me to beggary 
and ruin ; I have not money enough to pur­
chase food for another day-nothing remains 
for me but to sell my cow. I am very sorry 
to part with her; it grieves me sadly, but we 
must not starve.' 

For five minutes Jack felt a degree of re­
morse, but it was soon over, and be impor­
tuned his mother to let him sell the cow at 
the next village. As he was going along, he 
met a butcher, who inquired why he was 
driving the cow from home? Jack replied, it 
was his intention to sell her. The butcher held 
some curious beans in his hat ; they were of 
various colours, and attracted Jack's notice: 
this did not pass unnoticed by the butcher, 
who, knowing Jack's easy temper, thought 
now was the time to take advantage of it, and 
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determined not to let slip so good an oppor­
tun~ty, asked what was the price of the {!Ow, 

offeriHg at the same time all the beans in his 
hat for her. The ~iJJ y boy could not express 
his pleasure at what he supposed so great an 
offer: the bargain was struck instantly, and 
the cow exchanged for a few paltry beans. 
Jack made the best of his way home, calling 
aloud to his mother before he reached the 
house, thinking to surprise her. 

"'' hen she saw the beans, and heard Jack's 
account, her patience quite forsook her, she 
kicked the beans away in a passion-they flew 
in all directions, some were scattered into the 
garden. The poor woman reflected on her 
great loss, and was quite in despair. Not 
having any thing to eat, they both went sup­
perless to bed. 

Jack awoke very early in the morning, and, 
seeing something uncommon from the window 
of his bedchamber, ran down stairs into the 
garden, where he soon discovered that some 
of the beans had taken root, and sprung up 
surprisingly: the stalks were of an immense 
;thickness, and had so entwined, that they 
formed a ladder nearly like a chain in appea.r­
-ance. 

Looking upwards, he could not discern the 
iop, it appeared to be lost in the clouds: he 
tried it, found it firm, and 1-10t to be shaken. 
He quickly formed the resolution of endea­
vouring to climb up to the top, in order te 
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seek his fortune, and ran to communicate hi~ 
intention to his mother, not doubting but she 
would be equally pleased with himself. She 
declared he should not go; said he would 
break her heart, entreated, and threatened, 
but all in vain. Jack set out, and, after climb­
ing for some hours, reached the top of the 
bean-stalk, fatigued and quite exhausted~ 
Looking around, he found himself in a strange 
country: it appeared to be a desert, quite bar­
ren; not a tree, shrub, house, or living crea­
ture to be seen; here and there were scatter­
ed fragments of unhewn stone, and, at un­
equal distances, small heaps of earth were 
loosely thrown together. Jack seated himself 
pensively upon a block stone, thought of his 
mother, and reflected with sorrow on his dis­
obedience in climbing the bean-stalk against 
her inclination : he concludtd that he must 
now die with hunger. 

However he walked on, hoping to see a 
house where he might beg something to eat 
and drink: presently an infirm woman ap­
peared at a distance; as she approached, he 
saw that she was old, her skin nmch wrinkled, 
and her tattered garments proved poverty. 
She accosted Jack, inquiriug J10w he came 
there; he related the circum tnnce of the 
hean-stalk. ~l1e then asked if he recollectrd 
his father? he replied he did not; and added, 
that there must be some mystery relating to 
hjm, for he had frequently asked his mother 
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who his father '1-Vas, but that she always burst 

into tears, and appeared violently agitated, 

nor did she recover for some day-s after; one 

thing, however, he could not avoid observing 

. upon those occasions, which was, that she al­

ways carefully avoided answering him, and 

even seemed afraid of speaking, as if there 

·were some secret connected with his father's 

history which she must not disclose. 
The old woman replied, ' I will reveal the 

whole story, your mother must not; but, be­

fore I begin, I require a solemn promise on 

your part to do what I command: I am a 

fairy, and if you do not perform exactly wbat 

I desire, your mother and yourself shall buth 

be destroyed. Jack was frightened at the old 

woman's menaces, and promised 'to fulfil her 

injunctions exactly, and the fairy thus ad­

dressed him:-' Your father was a rich man, 

his disposition remarkably benevolent; he was 

very guod to the poor, and constantly reliev­

ing them : he made it a rule never to let a 

day pass without doing a kindness to some 

person. On one particular day in the week 

he kept open house, and invited only those 

who were reduced and had li\red well. He 
always presided himself, and did all in Iris 

power to render his guests comfortable; the 

rich and the great were not invited. The 

servants were all happy, and greatly attached 

to their master and mistress Your father, 

themgh only a private gentleman, was as rich 

--------------------...:-.. 
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hs a prince, and he deserved all he possessed, 
for he only lived to do good. Such a man 
was soon known and talked of. A giant 
lived a great many miles off; this man was 
-altogether as wicked as your father was good: 
he was in his heart envious, covetous, and 
cruel ; but he had the art of concealing those 
vices. He vvas poor, and wished to enrich 
himself at any rate. 

' Hearing your father spoken of., he was 
determined to become acquainted with him, 
hoping to ingratiate himself into your father'::; 
favour. He remo,·ed quickly into your neigh­
boUI'hood, caused it to be reported that he 
was a gentleman who had just lost all he pos­
sessed by an earthquake, and found it diffi­
cult to escape ·with his life; bis vvife was with 
him. Your father gave credit to his story, 
and pitied him; he gave him handsome apart­
ments in his own house, and caused himself 
and his wife to be treated J ike vi&i tors of con­
sequence, little imagining tl:at the giant was 
meditating a horrid return for all his favours. 
,..1 hings went on in this way some t :me, the 
giant becoming daily more impatient to put 
his plan into execution; at last a favour able 
opportunity presented itself. Your father' 
house was at some distance from the s a-shore~ 
but with a good glass the coast could be st>e1 
distinctly. TLe giant was one day u ing t!J 
tele. cope; the wind was Yer_y high ; l1e n1Y 
a. Heet of shins in d istre~s off 1 he rocks · J. • L 
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hastened to your father, mentioned the cir­
cumstance, and eagerly requested he would 
send all the servants he could spare to relieve 
the sufferers. Every one was instantly dis­
patched, except the porter and your nurse ; 
the giant then joined your father in the study, 
and appeared to be delighted-he really wa£ 
su. Your father recommended a favourite 
book. and was handing it down: the Giant 
tpok the opportunity and stabbed him; he in­
stantly fell dead ; the giant left the body, 
found the porter afld nurse, and presently dis­
patched them. You were then only thtee 
months old; your mother had you in her 
arms in a remote part of the house, and was 
ignorant of what was going on; she went into 
the study, but how was she shocked, on dis­
covering your father a corpse, and weltering 
in his blood! She was stupified with horror 
and grief, and was motionless. The giant, 
who was seeking her, found her in that state, 
and hastened to serve her and you as he had 
rlone her husband, but she fell at his feet, and 
in a pathetic manner besought him to spare 
your life and her's. 

' The cruel gi ant, for a short time, was 
struck witb remorse, and spared your life and 
her's; but first he made her swear soiemnly, 
that she never would inform you who your 
father was, or answer any questions concern­
ing him: assuring her, that If she did he 
w"'uld certaiuly discover her, and put both of 
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you to death in the most cruel manner. Your 
mother took you in her arms, and fled as 
quick as possible ; she was scarcely gone, 
when the giant repented that he had snffered 
her to escape; he would have pursued her in­
stantly, but he had his own safety to provide 
for, as it was necessary he should be gone be­
fore the servants returned. Having gained 
your father's confidence, he knew wher to 
find all his treasure; he soon loaded himself 
and his w1fe, set the house on fire in several 
places, and when the servants return ed, the 
house was burnt down to the ground. 

' Your poor mother, forlorn, abandoned, 
and forsaken, wandered with you a great mary 
miles from this scene of desolation ; fear ad d­
ed to her haste: she settled in the cGUage 
where you were brought up, and it v:tL en­
tirely owing to her fear of the giant t.·ut he 
has never mentioned your father to you. 

' I oecame your father's guardian at his 
birth ; hut fairies have Jaws to which they 
are subject as well as mortals. A s 1ort t!me 
before the giant ·went to your father's, I trans­
gressed ; my punishment was a total suspen­
sirm of power fur a limited time: an unfor­
tunate circum . tance, as it prevented my suc­
couring your father. The day on which you 
ntet the Gutcher, as you went to sell yonr 
mother's cow, my power was r es tored. Jt 
was I \\ ho secretly prompted you to take the 
beans in exchange foi· your cow. By my 
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power, the Lean-stalk grew to so great a 
height and formed a ladder. I need not add, 
that I inspired you with a strong desire t3 
ascend the ladder. 

' The giant lives in this country; you are 
the person appointed to puuish him for all his 
wickedness. You will have dangers and dif­
ficulties to encounter, but you must persevere 
in avenging the death of your fatl1fr, or you 
will not prosper in any of your undertakings. 
but always be miserable. As to the giant's 
possessions, you may seize upon all with im­
punity; for every thing he has is yours, though 
now you are unjustly deprived of it. One 
thing I strictly charge you-never let youe 
mother be made acquainted with your journies 
beforehand; the thought of it would kill her, 
for she has not yet thoroughly overcome the 
frigh-t she encountered at your father's death, * 
Go along the direct road, you will soon see 
the house where your cruel enemy li\'es. Re­
member the severe punishment that awaits 
you if you disobey my commands.' So say­
ing, the fairy disappeared, leaving Jack to 
pursue his journey. 

He walked ~ntil after sunset, and soon, to 
h.is great joy, espied a large mansion. A plain 

'* Jack could not bear to deceive his mother, and besides, 
he knew it would make h er more uneasy to set off clan­
destinely, than to inform her of his j ourney. The Li ry, 
at first, slrongly opposed this; but Jack entreated her so 
cam ~stly, that she reluctantly con sen ted: he promised to 
make it appear as a frolic of his own, and not that 1lc act ~ 
cd !JY her comman d. 



64 
looking woman was standing at the door. he 
.accosted he.i\ begging she w~)uld g1 ve him a 
morsel of bread and a night's lodging. She 
eX!Jressed surprise on seeing him, said it was 
quite uncommon to see· a human lJeing near 
their Louse, for it was well known that her 
husband was a large and powerful giunt. and 
that be would never eat any thing hut human 
flesh. if he could po" ihly get it; tnat he did 
not think any th ng of watkin :1 fifty miles to 
procure it, usually being out all day for that 
purpose. 

This account terrified J nck, but still lH! 
hoped to elude the gi~ut, and therefore again 
he entreated the \YOtnU1J to take hi;11 ia for 
one night only, and hide him in the on~n. 
The gc-od woman at la:;,t suffered Lerself to ue 
persuaded, for she \Va · of a <.:om passionate dis. 
pos-ition. Sl1e gaYe Lim pleutv to cat ..:nd 
drink, and took bim into the lw•1 e. First 
they entered a large ball, magnificently fu r­
m sbed; tltey then passed throu~h sen:ra l spa­
cious rooms, all in the same stile of' granrlettt, 
though they appeared to Lle fors.::.ken &nd de­
solate. 

A Ion;; gallery was next; it was very da: k, 
just ligLt enough to shew, that instead uf a 
'"'all on one side, there wa., a gratinJ~ of iron 
which parted off a < i::.ma1 Jungeon, . from 
wuence is::.ued th e g roans of those ;,oor \ ic­
tims wbom the gian t re.:>ened in confillen.eut. 
: (U' his own YOr!:!~ir.nr appctit(!. l}o r J ad 
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was half dead with fear, and would have given 
the world to be with his mother again, but 
that he feared could never be; for he gave 
himself up for lost, and now mistrusted the 
good woman. At the farther end of the gal­
lery there was a winding staircase, which led 
them into a spacious kitchen; a very good fire 
was _ burning in the grate, and Jack, not see­
ing any thing to make him uncomfortable, 
soon forgot his fears, and was just beginning 
to enjoy himself, when he was aroused -by a 
loud knocking at the street door; the giant's 
wife ran to secure him in the oven, and then 
made what haste she could to let her husband 
in, and Jack heard him accost her in a voice 
like thunder, saying, ' VVife, I smell fresh 
meat.' ' Oh! my dear,· she replied, ' it is 
nothing but the people in the dungeon.' The 
giant appeared to believe her, and walked 
down stairs into the very kitchen, where poor 
Jack was, who shooli:, trembled, and wa~ 
more terrified than he had yet been. 

At last, the monster seated himself quietly 
by the fire-side, whilst his wife prepared sup­
per. By degrees Jack recovered himself suf­
ficiently to look at the giant through a crevice; 
he was astonished to see how much he devour­
ed, and t~wught he never would have done 
eating and drinking When supper wa& end­
ed, the giant desired his wife to bring him his 
hen. A very beautiful hen was brought, and 
,placed upon the tab1e before him. Jack~~ 

F 
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curiosity was very great to see what would' 
happen ; he observed, that every time the 
giant said ' lay,' the hen laid an egg of solid 
gold. The giant amused himself a l-ong time 
with th~ hen, meanwhile his wife went to bed. 
At length the giant fell fast asleep by the fire­
side~ and snored like the roaring of a cannon. 
i\. t day-break, Jack finding the giant not like­
ly to be roused, crept softly out of his hiding· 
place, seized the hen, and ran off with her. 

He met with some difficu·ity in finding his 
way out of the house; but at last he reached the 
road in safety, without fear of pursuit; he 
easily found the way to the bean-stalk, and 
descended it better and quicker than he ex­
pected. His mother was overjoyed to see 
him; he found· her crying bitterly, and la­
menting his fate, for she concluded he had 
come to so·me shocking end- through his rash­
nes-s. 

Jack was impatient to shew his hen, and 
inform his mother how vaiuahle it was. 'And 
now, mother,' said Jack, ' I have brought 
home that which will quickly make you rich 
without any trouble: 1 hope I ~ave made you 
some amer.ds for the affliction I have caused 
you throngh my idleness, extravagance, and 
folly.'-The hen then produced them as many 
eggs as they desired ; they sold them, and ia 
a little time became very rich. For some 
month J acl and his mother E red happity 
together; Lut he being very desirous of trarel-
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ling,* longed to climb the bean-stalk, and pay 
the giant another visit, in order to carry off 
some more of his treasures; for during the 
time that Jack was in the giant's mansion, 
whilst he lay concealed in the oven, he learn­
ed from the conversation which took place 
between the giant and his wife, that he pos­
sessed some great curiosities. Jack thought 
on his journey again and again ; but still he 
could not determine how to break it to his 
mother, being well assured that she would be 
~uite resolved to prevent his going. One aay, 
he told her boldly that he must take a journey 
up the bean-stalk; she begged he would not 
think of it, and tried all in her power to dis­
suade him, saying, that the g1ant could not 
fail of knowing him, and would desire no bet­
ter than to get him into his power, that he 
might put him to a cruel .death, in order to be 
revenged for the loss of his hen. 

Jack, fit.ding that all his arguments were 
·useless, pretended to give up the point, though 
resolved to go at all events. He had a dress 
prepared, which would disguise him, and with 
something to discolour his skin, he thought it 
impossible for any one to recollect him. I n a 
few mornings after discoursing with his mo­
ther, he rose very early, put on bis disgui..,e, 
changed his complexion, and, unpercerved by 
any one, climbed the bean-stalk. He was 

• Recollecting the fairy's commands, and fearing, that 
i:f he delayed, she would put her threats into execution. 

F2 
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greatly fatigued when he reached the top, and 
very hungry. Having rested some time on 
one of the stones, he pursued his journey to 
the giant's mansion. He reached it late in 
the evening, the woman was standing at the 
door as usual ; Jack accosted her, at the same 
time telling her a pitiful tale, and requested 
she would give him some victuals and drink, 
and a nighCs lodging. She told him what he 
knew before full well, concerning her husband, 
and also that she one night admitted a poor,. 
hungry, distressed boy, who was half dead 
with travelling; that he stole one of the 
giant's treasures, and, ever since that, her 
husband was worse than before, and used her 
very cruelly, continually upbraiding her with 
being the cause of his loss. Jack was at no 
loss to discover, that he was attending to the 
account of a story in which be was the prin­
cipal actor; he did his best to persuade the 
good woman to admit him, but he found it a 
very hard task. 

At last she consented, and as she led the 
way, Jack observed that every thing was just 
as he had found it before; sl1e took him into 
the kitchen, and hid him in an old lumber­
closet. The giant returned at the usual time, 
and walked in so heavily, that the house was 
shaken to the foundation. He seated l1imself 
by a good fire, saying, ' I smell fresh meat;' 
the wife replied it was the crows, who had 
brought a piece of carrion, and laid it at the· 
top of the house upon the leads. 
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Whilst supper was preparing, the giant 

was very ill-tempered and impatient, frequent­
ly lifting up-his hand to strike his wife for not 
be.ing quick enough; she, however, was al wuys 
so fortunate as to elude the blow; he was a! so 
..continually upbraiding her with the loss of 
his hen. 

The giant, at last, ·having finished his vo­
racious supper, and eaten t1ll he was quite sa­
tisfied, said to his wife-' I must have some­
thing to amuse me-either my bags of money, 
or my harp.~ After a great deal of ill-humour, 
and having teased his wife some time, he com­
manGled her to bring his bags of gold .and 
silver. Jack) as before, peeped out of his .hid­
ing-pJace, and presently the woman brought 
two bags into the room ; they were ot an im­
mense size, one was filled with new guineas, 
the other with new shillings. 'l"'bey were 
both placed before the giant, he reprimandt:d 
his wife most severely for staying so long ; 
the poor woman replied, trembling with fear , 
that they were so 'heavy Bhe could scarcely l ift 
them, and concluded, at last, that she never 
could bring them down stairs, adding, that 
she had nearly fainted, owing to their weig 1;t. 
Tins so exasperated the giant, that he ra rsed 
his hand to strike he ; she, however, escaped 
and went to bed, leaving him to count his 
treasures by way of amusement. 

First, the bag contaiaing the siher was 
emptied~ and the contents placed upon the 

F3 
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table. Jack viewed the glittering l1eaps with 
delight, and most heartily wished the contents 
in his own possession. The giant (little 
thinking himself so narrowly watched) reck­
oned the silver ever and over again, then put 
it all careful1y into the bag, \Vhich he made 
very secure. The other bag was opened next, 
and the guineas placed upon th e table. If Jack 
was pleased at sight of the silver, how much 
more delighted he felt when he saw such a 
heap of gold; he had the boldness even to 
think of gaining it; but soon r ecollecting him­
self, he feared the giant would feign sleep, 
in order the better to entrap any one w ho 
migh t be concealed. The gold was put up as 
t'Le silHl had heen before, ar d, j f pos.siLle, 
more S('(tFdy 'l hr gi·wt :nmed aloud; .Jack 
could compa1 e his nose to notlllng but the 
roaring of 1.'1e sea in a ltigh wind, when the 
tide is coming in. At last, ,Jack concluding 
l1im to be a ... !f ep. and tlwrefore secu1 e, sto le 
out of his hidi ,g-place, 3;nd approached the 
gi.'mt, in order to carry off the two bag, of 
moll( y ; but, JUSt a he laid his hand upon 
orw of the bag,, a little dog, whom he had not 
perceived before, started out fro m u nder the 
gi~mt's chair, and barked at Jack mo t furi­
ous!). '' ho gave l1imself up for lo t; fear 
rivei-ted him to the spot-instead of running, 
he iood still, though expecting his e11emy to 
awake evet y minute Co1Jtrary, hO\\ eYer, to 
P.xpectation, the g iant continued in a sound 



71 
sleep-the dog grew weary of barking ; J adr, 
looking round, saw a large piece of meat, 
which he threw to the dog, who took it into 
the lumber-closet which Jack had just left. 

He found himself thus delivered from a 
noisy and troublesome enemy; and, as the 
giant did not awake, .Tack seized both the 
bags, and carried them away; he reached the 
street-door in safety, and found it quite day­
light. In his way to the top of the bean-stalk, 
the only difficulty he had to encoimter, arose 
from the weight of the bags, and really they 
were so heavy be could hardly carry them. 
Jack was overjoyed when he found himself 
near the bean-stalk; he soon reached the bot· 
tom, and immediately ran to seek his mother. 
To his great surprise, the cottage w-as desert­
eeL he went from one room to another; with­
out being able to find any one ; he then went 
out into the street, hoping to see some orthe 
neighbour::s, who could inform him where he 
might find his mother. An old woman said 
she was at a neighbour's·, ill of a fever, and 
directed him to the house where she was. He 
was shocked on finding her apparently dying, 
and could scar eel v bear his own reflections, 
on knowing hims~lf to be the cause. On be­
ing told of his return, by degrees she revived, 
and began to recover gradually. Jack pre­
sented her with his two valuable bags; they 
lived happily and comfortably; the cottage 
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was repaired and well furnished. For three 
years Jack heard no more of the bean·stalk, 
but he could not forget it; though he feared 
making his mother unhappy ; she would not 
mention the bean-stalk, lest it might remind 
him of taking another journey. Notwith­
standing the comforts Jack enjoyed, his mind 
dwelt upon the bean-stalk;* he could not 
think of any thing else, it was in vain endea­
vouring to amuse himself. His mother found 
that something preyed upon his mind, and en­
·deavoured to discover the cause; but ,Jack 
knew too well what the consequence would 
be to disclose the cause of his melancholy to 
her. l-Ie did his utmost, therefore, to con­
quer the gre-at desire he felt for another jour­
ney up the bean-.stalk ; however, finding the 
inclination grew too powerful for him, he .be­
gan .to make secret preparations for his jour­
ney, and, on the longest day, arose as soon 
as it was light, ascended the bean-stalk, 
and reached the top with some trouble. He 
found the road, journey, &c. much as it had 
been the two former times; he arrived at the 
giant's mansion in the evening, and found his 
wife standing at the door. J ack had disguised 
himself so completely, that she did not appear 
to have the least recollection of him; how­
ever, wh en he pleaded hunger and pov rty in 

• For the fairy' s menaces in case of disobedience on h~: 
part, we re ever p resent to his im agination. 
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order to gain admittance, he found it very 
difficult indeed to persuade her. At last he 
prevailed, and was concealed in the copper. 
\Vhen the giant returned in the evening, he 
said,' I smell fresh meat,' but Jack felt quite 
composed, as he had said so before, and was 
soon satisfied ; however, tJ1e giant started up 
suddenly, and, notwithstanding all his wife 
could say, he searched all around the room. 
'Vhilst this was going on, Jack was terrified 
exceedingly, and ready to die with fear, wish­
ing himself at home a thousand times; but 
when the giant approached the oven, and put 
his hand upon the lid, Jack thought his death­
warrant was signed. The giant ended his 
search there, without moving the lid of the 
copper, and seated himself quietly. This 
fright nearly overcame poor Jack; he was a­
fraid of moving, or even breathing, lest be 
should be heard The giant at 1ast ate a great 
supper; when he had finished, he command­
ed his wife to fetch down his harp. Jack 
peeped from und er the copper-lid, and soon 
saw the giant's wife return, carrying in her 
arms one of the most beautiful harps that 
ever was beheld. The giant immediately or­
dered her to place it beside him; which hav­
ing done, she instantly retired to her bed, 
and left him to amuse himself with his won­
derful harp. After some little time, the giant 
said to the harp, with an audibtle v0ice--
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" Play F' when, to the astonishment of Jack, 
the harp immediately played, of its own ac­
cord, the most delightful music that fancy 
could imagine, without being so much as 
touched by the giant.-This fine music so 
much delighted Jack, that he was more anxi­
ous to get fhe harp into his possession, than 
for all the other treasures he had formerly 
carried away, and therefore deterq1ined, if 
possible, to make a prize of so wonderful a 
curiosity. The giant, whose soul was not 
much attuned to harmony, was soon lulled 
into a most profound sleep by the sweet 
sounds of the harp, aided by the enormous 
quantity he had ate, and the copious draughts 
he had swallowed after supper, and left Jack 
at liberty to pursue his wishes -Now, there­
fore, was the time to carry away the Larp, 
as the giant appeared to be in a mure sound 
sleep than· usuaL-Determin ed, let the con­
sequence be what it wou:d, Jack immediately 
came out of the oven, took possession of the 
harp, and was making off with all the haste 
he could, when, unfortunately for him, the 
harp, which was a fatry, called out loudly, 
"' Master ! master! rna ter !" Upon th1 the 
giant awoke, and seeing Jack running off 
with the harp, stood up, and tried to pur­
sue him; but he had drank so much that he 
could not stand Poor Jack ran a fast as 
he could ; but in a little time the gia11t was 
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sufficiently recovered to walk slowly, or rather 
to reel, after him; had he been sober, he 
must have overtaken Jack instantly; but, as 
he then was, Jack contrived to be first at the 
top of the bean-stalk, the giant calling to 
him all the way he went, and sometimes he 
even got very near him. The moment Jack 
was near the foot of the bean stalk, he cal­
Jed out loudly to his mother to bring him a 
hatchet.-She brought out one directly; and 
he reached the ground, just at the moment 
the giant had come to the top of the bean­
stalk, and was beginning to descend it ; but 
Jack, with one blow of the hatchet, cut the 
bean-stal.k close by the root; which made 
the giant fall with a tremendous crash, and 
the height of the fall killed him ,-At that 
instant the fairy appeared; · she first address­
ed Jack's mother, and explained every cir­
cumstance relating t_o the jourmes up the 
bean-stalk. Jack was now fullv cleared 
in the opinion of his mother. rrhe fairy 
then charged Jack to be dutiful and affec­
tionate to his mother, and to follow his fa­
ther's good example, which was the only 
way to be respectable and happy. She then 
took her leave of them, and disappearecl.­
J ack's mother was delighted when she saw 
the bean-stalk destroyed ; he heartily ueg­
ged his mother's pardon for all the sorrow 
and affliction he had caused her, promi sinz 



76 
faithfully to be very dutiful and obedient to 
her for the future. He proved as good as hii 
word, and was a pattern of affectionate beha­
viour and attention to parents. His mother 
and he lived together a great many years, and 
continued to be always very happy . 

• 







BLUE BEARD() 

THERE was some time ago a gentleman who 
was extremely rich: he had elegant town and 
country houses; his dishes and plates were all 
of gold or silver; his rooms were hung with 
damask ; his chairs and sofas were covereq 
with the richest silks ; and his carriages were 
all magnificently gilt with gold. 

But, unfortunately, this gentleman had a 
blue beard, which made him so VE!ry frightful 
and ugly, that none of the ladies in the neigh­
bourhood would venture to go into his com­
pany. 

It happened that a lady of quality, who lived 
very near him, had two daughters, wlw were 
both extremely beautiful. Blue Beard asked 
her to bestow one of them upon him in mar­
raige, leaving to herself the choice, which of 
the two it should be. 

They both, however, again and again refus­
eu to marry Blue Beard; but to be as ciYil as 
possible, tl ey each pretended that they refus­
ed, because she would not deprive her sister of 
the opportunity of marrying to her advantage. 

G 
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But the truth was, they could not bear the 
thoughts of having a husband with a blue 
beard ; and, besides, they had heard of hrs 
having already been married to several wives, 
and nobody could tell what had afterwards 
become of them. 

As Blue Beard wished very much to gain 
their favour, he invited the lady and her daugh­
ters, and some ladies who were on a visit at 
their house, to accompany him to one of his: 
country seats, where they spent a whole week; 
during which nothing was thought of, but par­
ties for hunting and fishing, music, dancing, 
collations, and the most delightful entertain­
ments; no one thought of going to bed, and. 
the nights were passed in merriment of every 
ki·nd. 

In short, the time had passed so agreeably, 
that the youngest of the sisters began to think 
that the beard which had so much terrified her~ 
was not so very blue; and that the gentleman 
to whom it belonged was vastly civil and 
pleasing. 

Soon after they returned home, sh e told her 
mother, that she lw.d no longer any olaection 
to accept of Blue Beard for her husband; and 
accordingly in a very short time they were 
11.1arried . 

. A bout a month after the marriage had taken 
place, l3lue Beard told his wife that he uhould 
be obliged to leave l1er for a few weeks, as 
he had some busiines to do in the country. 

' 

· - ----~----------------------------------------------
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He desired her to be sure to procure herself 
-every kinc;l of amusement; to invite as many 
of her friends as she liked, and to treat them 
with all sorts of delicacies, that the time 
might pass agreeably during his absence. 
"Here," said he, " are the keys of the two 
large wardrobes. This is the key of the great 
box that contains the best plate, which we 
use for company: this belongs to my strong 
box where I keep my money; and this to the 
casket in which are all my jewels. Here also 
is a master-key to all the apartments in my 
house-but this small key belongs to the 
closet at the end of the long gallery on th e 
ground floor. I give you leave," continued 
he," to open or de what you like with all the 
rest excepting this closet ; this, my dear, you 
must not enter, nor even put the key into the 
lock for all the world. Should you disobey 
me expect the most dreadful of punishments." 

She promised to obey his orders in the 
most faithful manner; and Blue Beard, after 
tenderly embracing her, stepped into his car­
riage and drove away. 

The friends of the bride did not, on this 
occasion, wait to be invited, so impatient 
were they to see all the riches and magnifi­
cence she had gained by marriage; for they 
bad been prevented from paying the wedding 
visit by their aversion to the blue beard of the 
bridegroom. 

N.o sooner were they arri~·ed, than they im .. 
G2 
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· patiently ran from room to room, from cabi­
net to cabinet, and then from wardrobe to 
wardrobe, examining each with the utmost 
curiosity, and declaring that the last was still 
richer and more beautiful then what they had 
seen the moment before. At length they 
.came to the drawing-rooms, where their ad­
miration and astonishment were still increased, 
by the costly splendour of the hangings, of 
the sofas, the chairs, carpets, tables, giran­
doles, and looking-glasses, the frame~ of which 
were silver gilt, most richly ornamented, and 
in wl1ich they saw themselve·s from head 
to foot. 

In short, nothing could exceed the magni­
ficence of what they saw; and the visitors 
did not cease to extol anu envy the good for­
tune of their friei1d, who all this time was far 
from being amused by the fine compliments 
they paid her, su eagerly did she desire to see 
w11at was in the closet her husband had for­
bidden her to open. So great indeed was 
her curiosity, that, "Yithout recollecting how 
uncivil it would Le to leave her guests, she 
descended a private stairca3e that led to it, 
and in such a hurry that she was two or three 
times in danger of breaking her neck. 

\Vhen she reached the door of the closet, 
she stopped for a few moments to think of 
the charge her husband had given her, and 
that he would not fail to keep his word in 
punishing her very severely, should she dis-
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obey him. But she was so very curious to 
know what was in the inside, that she deter­
mined to venture in spite of every thing. 

She accordingly, with a trembling hand, 
put the key into the lock, and the door im­
mediately opened. The window shutters 
being closed, she at first saw nothing; but in 
a short time she perceived that the floor was 
covered with clotted blood, on which the 
bodies of several dead women were lying. 
(These were all the wives whom Blue Beard 
had married, and murdered one after another.) 
She was ready to sink with fear, and the key 
of the closet-door, which she held in her 
hand, fell on the floor. When she had some­
what recovered from her fright, she took it 
up, locked the door, and hastened to her own 
room, that she might have a little time to get 
into a humour for amusing her visitors: but 
this she found impossible, so greatly was she 
terrified by what she had seen. 

As she observed that the key of the closet 
bad got stained with blood by falling on the 
floor, she wiped it two or three times over to 
dean it ; still, however, the blood remained 
the same as before : she next washed it; but 
the blood did not stir at all : she then scour­
ed it with brick dust, and afterwards with 
sand ; but, notwithstanding all she could do, 
the blood was still there; for the key was a 
fairy, who was .13fue Beard's friend; so that 

G3 
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a5 fast as she got it off on one side it appeared 
agai n ·on the other. 

Early in tbe evening Blue Beard returned 
home, saying be had not proceeded far on his 
journey before he was met by a messenger, 
who was come to tell him that his busi11ess 
was happily concluded without his being pre­
sen : upon ,v bich his wife said every thing 
she could thii1k of, to make him belie,-e she 
was trar1sported with joy at his unexpected 
return. 

The next morning he asked her for the 
keys: she gaYe them to him; but as she could 
net help showing her fright, Blue Heard easily 
guessed what had happened. ' 4 How is it;·• 
said he, ';that the key of the closet upon the 
ground-floor is not here?',-" Is it not?" said 
the wife : "then I must have left it on my 
dressing-table:' "Be sure you give it me by 
and by, .. , replied Blue Beard. 

After going several times backwards and· 
forwards, pretending to look for the key, she 
was at last obliged to give it to Blue Beard. 
He looked at it altenti,·ely, and then said: 
';How came this blood upon the key ?'1

-" I 
am sure I do not know," replied the lady, 
turning at the same time as pale as death. 
"You-do not know !-"said Blue Beard sternly, 
"but I know well enough, you have been in 
the closet on the ground-floor ! vastly well~ 
madam; ~ince you are so mightily fond of 
this closet, you shall certainly take your rlace 
among the larlies you saw there.'' 
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His, wife, almost dead with fear, fell upon 

l1er knee~, asked his pardon a thousand times 

for her disobedience, and entreated him to for­

give her; looking all the time so very sorrow­

ful and lovely, that she would have melted 

any heart that wlils not harder than a rock. 

But Blue Beard answered: "no, no, ma­

dam; you shall die this very minute !'' 

" Alas,.,, said the poor trembling creature 

"if I must die, allow me, at least, a -little 

time to say my prayers.'' 
" I give you," replied the cruel Blue Beard, 

half a quarter of an hour; not one moment 

longer."' 
When Blue B~ard had left her to herself, 

she called l1er sister ~ and after telling her, 

as well as she could for sob.bi~g, that she had 

but half a quarter of an hour to live; "pr'y­

thee,'' sr.id she, "sister Ann," (this was her 

sister's name) " run l,lp to the top of the 

tower, and -see if my brothers are not in sight; 

for they promised to come and visit me to-day; 

and if you see them, make a sign to gallop <;>n 

as fast as possible.~' 
Her sister instantlv did as she was desir~d, 

~nd the terrified lady every minute called out 

to ber: "Ann ~ Sister Ann! do you see any 

one coming?'' and her sister anslvered : '' I see 

J;Iothing but the sun, which makes a dust, and 

and the grass, which looks green:' 

In the mean while, Blue Be~rd with a great 

scymitar in his hand, bawled as loud as he, 
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could to his wife: " come down instantly, or I will fetch you:· 

"One moment longer, I beseech you," re­plied she ; and again i!alled softly to her sister, " Sister Ann, do you see any one coming"? to which she answered : " I see nothing but the sun, which makes a dust, and the grass, which looks green." 
Blue Beard now again bawled out, " come down, I say, this very moment, or I shall .come and fetch you." 
" I am coming ; indeed I will come in one minute ; '' sobbed his unhappy wife. Then she once more cried out:"-" Ann! Sister Ann! do you see any one coming !''-''.1 see said her sister, ''a cloud of dust a little to the left."-'' Do you think it is my brothers ?' 1 continued the wife. " Alas ! no, dear sister," replied she, "it is only a flock of sheep." " Will you come down or not, madam ?." said Blue Beard, in the greatest rage imagin­able 

" Only one single moment more,'' answer­ed she. And then she called out for the last time; " Sister Ann ! sister Ann! do you see no one coming?'' 
"I see,'' replied her sister, " two men on horseback coming to the house; but they are still at a great distance." 
"God be praised !" cried she ; " it is my brothers ; give them a sign to make what ~aste they cnn. 
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At the same moment Blue Beard cried out 

so loud for her to come down, that his voice 
shook the whole house. 

The poor lady, with her hair loose and her 
eyes swimming in tears, instantly came down, 
and fell on her knees to Blue lleard, and was 
going to beg him to save her life; but he in­
terrupted her, saying: All this is of no use at 
all ; for you shall die: " then seizing her with 
one hand by the hair, and raising the scymitar 
he held in the other, was going ''vith one blo"r 
to strike off her head. 

The unfortunate creature turning towards 
him, desired to have a single moment allowed 
her to recollect herself. 

"No, no,'' said Blue Beard, "I will give 
you no more time, I am determined. You 
have had too much already.'' And again rais­
ing his arm-just at this instant a loud knock­
ing was heard at the gates, which made Blue 
Beard wait a moment to see who it was: the 
gates were opened, and two officers, dressed 
in their regimentals, entered, and with their 
swords in their hands, ran instantly to Blue 
Beard; who, seeing they were his wife's bro­
thers, endeavoured to escape from their pre­
sence: but they pursued, and seized him before 
he had gone twenty steps; and plunging there 
swords into his body, he immediately fell down 
dead at their feet. 

The poor wife, who was almost as dead as 
her husband, was unable at first to rise lind 
emb1·ace her brothers. She soon, howeverf 
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recovered; and as Blue Beard had no heirs, she found herself the lawful possessor of his great riches. 

She employed a portion of her vast fortune, in giving a marriage dowry to her sister Ann, who soon after became the wife of a young gentleman by whom she had long been belov­ed. Another part she employed in buying captains' commissions for her two brothers; and the rest she presented to a most worthy gentleman, whom she married soon after, and whose kind treatment soon made her forget Blue Beard's cruelty. 

THE 

LITTLE WHITE 1\IOUSE. 

ANciENT history furnishes an example of a king and queen so tenderly attached to each other, that nothing was wanting to make their felicity complete. Their wishes and their sentiments corresponded exactly on all subjects; they went frequently to hunt, kill­ing various sorts of game, and the stag often became the object of their amusement, or the victim of their exertions ; the visited the ri­vers for the diversion of fishing ; and, in 
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short, whatever gratified the one, became a 
source of real delight to the other. Their 
subjects followed so amiable an example, and 
thus the happiness of all the nation consisted 
in mutual exertions to make others happy. 

The king of an adjoining state, whose man .. 
ners and dispositions were directly contrary, 
conceived a deadly hatred against the king of 
the Land of Pleasure ; for so the nation was 
called, on account of the tranquillity and joy 
that constantly prevailed there. He was a 
declared enemy to pleasure ; he sought for 
nothing but wounds and bruises; his air was 
stern and forbidding; with a long beard and 
hollow eyes. He was lean and withered ; al­
ways dressed in black; his bristly locks. were 
dirty and uncombed; there was nq way so 
secure to obtain his favour, but by commit­
ting the most atrocious murders or assassina­
tions; he took upon himself the office of pub­
lic executioner, because he delighted in the 
pangs of those who suffered.-This kingdom 
was therefore called the Land of Tears. 

This wicked wretch, unworthy to possess 
a throne, raised an immense army, and deter­
mined w;ith it to spread through the territory 
of this happy neighbour that desolation which 
was his greatest delight. 

vVhen all was ready he began his march ; 
but the news of his · intention reacbed the 
king of the Land of Pleasure, long before the 
inn:!ding army, who put e\rery thing in the 
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be5t possible state. of defence, and waited the 
attack with firmness and resolution. But the 
timid disposition of the queen suggested a 
thousand fears: " Sir,'' said she, " let us fly; 
let us take the wealth we possess, and seek 
that safety in another quarter of the world 
which we cannot now find here." "It is my 
duty, madam," said the king, "to remain and 
vrotect my subjects. I am determined, there­
fore, to share their fate." He then assembled 
his forces, took a tender leave of the queen, 
and marched out to meet the enemy. 

As soon 2-s he was departed, the queen ga\'e 
way to the excess of her sorrow, and clasping 
her hands together) " Alas !.' exclaimed she, 
" if the king, my hushar.d, should fall in 
battle, I shall be left a widow, in the power 
of a cruel monster, and the child I now bear 
will be born a ~lave." This idea redoubled 
her affliction. The king wrote to her every 
.day; but one morning, when she was watch­
ing for the usual roessenger, she saw one 
coming at full speed, with fear pictured in his 
countenance. He dismounted immediately, 
and entering her presence, " Oh ! madam," 
said he, " all is lost; the king is slain, the 
army defeated, and the ferocious conqueror 
almost at our backs." 

The poor queen fell senseless; her attend­
ants carried her to bed, and all her women 
stood weeping round ; they tore their hair 
in the bitterness of their affliction, and n~ 
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scene in the world could have been more af­
fecting. But their sobs and lamentations 
were soon drowned, by the cries that every 
where spread through the palace, of the cruel 
manner in which the victorious army was 
desolating the city. The wicked king, at the 
head of his savage troops, was incessantly 
employed in exciting them to acts of cruelty 
and plunder; and, thus directed, they slew, 
without discrimination, every person they 
met. He entered the palace, and penetrated, 
without ceremony, into the most retired 
apartments, where he found the queen over­
whelmed with sorrow and despair. He be­
held her distresses unmoved, and by his fero­
cious manner and brutal threats, added terror 
to the pangs she felt before. Thus, too much 
intimidated to answer a word, this m~ns~er 
of a king, supposed her silence to proceed 
from sullenness and ill humour ; he seized 
her rudely by the hair, which the negligence 
of grief had suffered to fall loosely on her 
shoulders. and then dragging her from the 
bed on which she lay, he threw her across hia 
shoulders, and carried her away without re­
morse; he then mounted with her on hii. 
steed, and rode off. She besought him with. 
tears 'and supplications, to have pity on her­
~mfferings; but he mocked her cries, and said: 
t o her, "Weep on; your complaints are a.. 
source of pleasure and diversion to me.', 

H 
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He carried her towards his own capital, 

and, during the time that he was on the road, 
he took the most dreadful oaths that he would 
hang her as soon as he reached it; but he 
was soon informed, on his arrival, that the 
queen was pregnant. 

When the wicked king knew this, a thought 
struck him, if she was delivered of a daugh­
ter he could marry her to his son, and that. 
he might know whether it was a d.at~ghtee 
that she should have, he se:1t for a fairy who 
lived on the frontiers of his dominions. vVhen 
she arrived, be entertained her with much. 
more hospitality than he used to his most in­
timate friends: he then led her into a tower, 
in the highest room of which the poor queen 
was confined. Nothing cou;d equal the mi­
sery of the poor queen; anrl. tile unplea-.ant­
ness of her apartment. 'The broken case­
ments admitted boti1 the wind and the rain, 
the flooring was broken in several plnct:-~, Rn<l 
the damp~ that ran do 'fil tLe wells \YCt e dan­
gerous, especial1y to a person of so ''~'eak a 
constitution as tbe queet1's; the beJ wu eom­
posed of nothing but a.:1 o·d 1nattres;;, worse 
than is found in the habitations uf the poor­
est class of people. nl this miserable condi­
tioi1, the queon passed Loth dP y and night, 
weeping bitterly at the thoughts of her own 
si tuation, and for the death of the king Ler 
hu<;band. 

'l'he fairy's heart was tou2hed with i)ity :.~t 
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~u deplorable a sight; she embraced the queelfl, 
and, at the same time, she whispered in he1· 
ear the following words !<~ " Tak~ courage, 
madam, your misfortunes will soon be at an 
end; I hope soon to contribute to your hap­
piness.~' The queen was a little consoled by 
these ~vords, and earnestly entreated her to 
l1ave pity on a poor unhappy princess, who 
had once enjoyed the greatest favours of for­
tune; instead of which, she could now boast 
of nothing but suffering the greatest misery. 

They were thus talking together, when the 
wicked king, growing impatient, " come, 
come,'' said he, '-' let us not have so many 
complirnents; I brought you here to inform 
me whether the queen \vill have a daughter 
or son ?" " She is pregnant of a daughter, 
replied the f~iry, " vvho wiil be the most 
beautiful and mo:;t accompEshed princess that 
has ever been seen) and the queen will wish 
to see her placed in tbe highest possible situa~ 
tion of rank and honour.~' " If she is not 
very beautiful and accomplished," said the 
king, " I wiU hang her mother to a tree, 
with the child. at her neck, and nothing shall 
prevent it." Having said tl:;_s, he left the 
p~ce with the fairy, and took tlO notice of 
the unfortunate queen, who vvept bitterly, 
thus lamenting her unhapp] fate. " Alas! 
what shall I do? If I h:~ve a :J-2&utilu1 little 
girl, he will give her to h i.s reptile of a son; 
and if she is ugly, he will bang us LJth. Ttl 

H2 



92 
what an extremity am I reduced ! Cannot I 
conceal it from him somewhere, so that he 
can never see it ?" 

The time approached when the little prin­
cess was to come into the world, and the 
.distress of the queen augmented daily: the 
gaoler who guarded her gave her nothing but 
three boiled pe~s and a small bit of black 
bread for her food during the day; by which 
she was reduced so thin as to be little else 
than skin and bone. 

One evening, while she was employed in 
·spinning, (for the wicked king was so avari­
,cious, as to make even his prisoners labour 
for him) she saw, entering at a small hole, a 
pretty little mouse as white as snow. "Ah ! 
11retty creature," exclaimed the queen, ''what 
.do you come here to seek? I have but three 
peas to last me all day ; begone, if you wish 
not to fast."-The little mouse ran about here 
and there, and danced and skipped like a 
Jittle monkey : the queen was so pleased with 
it, that she gave it the only pea that remain­
for her supper. "Here,'' said she, " here, 
poor little thing, eat this; I have got no more; 
but I give it thee willingly." The instant 
she had done this, to her great surprise there 
-appeared upon the table two partridges, cook­
,ed most wonderfully well, and two pots of pre­
serves. " Reali y ," exclaimed she, " a good 
turn is never lost." She ate a little ; but 
with fasting so long, her appetite was almost 
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gone. She threw some sweats to the mouse, 

who having nibbled them away, began to leap 
about with more glee than before. 

The next morning very early the gaoler 

brought the queen three peas, which he had 

put as usual in a large dish, to mock her suf­

ferings; the little white mouse came softly 

and eat them all three, as well as the bread. 

\Vhen the queen wished to dine, she found 

nothing there; at which she was very angry 

'with the mouse. " '\tVhat a wicked little 
beast," cried the queen, " if he continues thus, 

I shall die with hunger." As she was going 

:to cover the plate which the mouse had left 

empty, she found it full of all the sorts of 

things good for to eat: she was very glad, 

and eat of them; but while she was eating, a 

thought came into her head, that, in a few 

days, the king would perhaps kill her child, 
and she quitted the table to weep. " Ah !', 

ejaculated the disconsolate queen, " is there 

no way of saving it?" At the same time that 

she pronounced these words, she perceived 
the mouse playing with some straws; she 

took some of them and began to work : " If 
I have enough of straw," f will make a cover­

ed basket to put my little daughter in, and I 

will give it out of the ·window to the first 
charitable person who will take care of it." 

She then began to work very diligently : 

she never wanted straw; for the mouse al­

ways brought some into the chamber? and f;l.S 

us 
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a.t usual -meal-time, the queen always gave 
her the three peas, she found in exchange a 
number of dishes of the most delicate meats. 

One day the queen was looking out of the 
window, to see how long she should make the 
.cord to tie the basket to, when she should let 
it down, and she perceived an old woman be­
low, leaning upon a stick, who spoke to her 
thus:-'' I know your trouble, and if you 
wish I will serve you." " Alas! my dear 
friend," replied the queen, " you will very 
much oblige me, if you will come every even­
ing to the bottom of the tower, to receive my 
child, whom I will let down to you: you 
must feed and nurse it, and if ever I am rich 
I will repay you well." " I wish for no pe­
cuniary reward," answered the old woman, 
"' but I am very nice in my eating, and wish 
for nothing so much as a fat and plump mouse. 
If you find such a one in your prison, kill it 
and thro·w it me; your infant will be the bet­
ter for it." 

When the queen heard this, she began to 
w eep without answering, and the old woman, 
after having waited a little, asked her why 
she cried? " It is,'' replied the queen, " that 
there only comes into my chamber one little 
mouse, so pretty and so engaging, and I can­
not find in my heart to kill it." " Hmv,"'~ 
r eplied tile old woman, with great anger, 
'' do you li ke a little rogue of a m~use, who 
steals and eats e,·ery th ing, better than your 
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-own child? Very well, madam, you are not 
much to be pitied ; remain in the good com­
pany you have chosen; I can have plenty of 
mice without you; so I care but little about 
it;" and scolding in this manner, she hobbled 
away. 

Although the queen had a good repast, and 
the mouse played about before her as usual, 
she never raised lier eyes from the ground 
where she had fixed them, and tears ran down 
her cheeks • 

. On this same night the little princess came 
into the world; her beauty surpassed any 
thing the queen had ever beheld ; instead of 
crying at her birth, as other children do, she 
smiled on her affectionate parent, and extend­
ed her little hands, as if she ha already a 
good understanding. The queen ca ressed 
and kissed her fondly, at the same time sor­
rowfully reflecting, "Alas! my dear child, 
if you fall into the hands of the wicked king, 
it wiJl cost you your life ;" she shut it up in 
the basket, with a paper attached to the 
clothes, on which was written: 

0 ! you, whose steps the fav'ring pow'rs direct 
To these lone scenes, your gcn 'rous aid I claim; 

My hapless child, in infant years, protect · 
From sorrow's gra,sp-and Juliet be her name. 

and having turned away for a moment, she 
}ooked again, and found the infant dressed iQ 
the finest linens and laces : sbe then kiss~~ 
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it, and shed a torrent of tears, not knowing 
how to part with her tteasure. 

At this moment in came the little mouse~ 
and jumped into the basket. " Ah! little 
creature," said the queen, " bow much it 
costs me to save your life ! I shall perhaps 
lose my dear .J nliet. Any other than me 
would have killed you to the dainty old wo­
man ; but I could not consent to it." " You 
will not repent it, mada_m," replied the mouse, 
" I am not so unworthy your friendship as 
you suppose.'' The queen was like one thun­
derstruck, when she heard the mouse speak; 
but her surprise augmented, when she per. 
ceived its little visage change to that of a 
woman, and the paws become hands and feet. 
At length the queen, hardly daring to look 
up~ discovered the figure to be the fairy that 
l1ad visited her before, and who bad promis­
ed to put an end to her misfortunes and suf­
ferings. " I wished to try the goodness of 
your heart," said the fairy; " I know now 
that you are virtuous and worthy of my 
friendship. Fairies like me, who possess trea. 
sures and r!cbe~ more than I can relate, do 
not seek so much fo.r the luxuries of life, 
as for friendship, and we seldom find it." 
" Is it possible, great fairy," exclaimed 
the queen, " that you who are so power­
ful and wealthy, find it such a great trouble 
to gain a fr iend." " Yes," replied she, "be­
~au;,e p er ons seldom love us but for interest, 
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but when you loved me as a little mouse, and 
it seemed from a disinterested motive, I wish­
ed to put you to a still greater trial: I took 
the figure of an old woman, and it was me 
who spoke to you at the bottom of the tower: 
you have always answered my best expecta­
tion.~' At these words she embraced the 
queen, tben s!1e kissed the little vermilion 
mouth of the infant princees, and said, " My 
pretty little girl, you shall henceforth be your 
mother's consolation; you shall be richer than 
your father; you shall live an hundred ycara; 
without illness, \Vrinkles, or old age.'' The 
enraptured queen returned thanks, and beg­
ged that the fairy would take Juliet away, 
and be careful of her, adding, at the same 
time, " I give her to b? yuur daughter.'' 

The fairy accepted the offer: and thanked 
l1er: she put the iittle one in the basket, 
which she let dovm to the hottom of the 
to':Ver, and having waited a little to again 
take the form of a m0use, she descended by 
the cord: but \vhe!l Ehe got down, she could 
not find the child any where, and fCJ.:'l.ounting 
in a fright, " Ali is los~," cried she to the 
queen, " .ny ei!emy Cancaline has just car­
ried away the princess. You must know 
that she is a cruel fairy, who hates me, and, 
unhappily, she is older than I am, by wh1ch 
she bas more power. I knov.r not by what 
means to getthe child out of her wicked hands.'' 

V\1hen the queen heard th 's melancholy ac­
~ount, she almost died with grief; she wept 
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bitterly, and beseeched her good friend t8 
to save her child, at whatever price it might 
be done. 

VVhen the gaoler entered the chamber of 
the queen, he perceived that she had been 
delivered, and he went and told the king of 
it, who came in a great passion to ask for the 
child; hut she told him that a fairy, whose 
name she knew not, had entered the prison, 
and carried it away by force. At this the 
wicked king stamped and bit his lips, with 
-every expression of the most violent rage. 
" I promised to hang thee/ said he to the 
unfortunate queen, " and now I will keep 
my word. He then dragged her by the hair 
from the place of her confinement to a neigh­
bouring wood, mounted a high tree, and was 
going to hang the qu..een, when the fairy, hav­
ing rendered herself invisible, pushed him 
rudely down, and by the fall struck out four 
of his teeth . Before he had time to recover 
herself, she had carried away his intend vic­
tim to a secure retreat in her magnificent 
palace. She was the!-e treated with every 
attentiou and kindness, and if it had not been 
for the thoughts of her little daughter, she 
had Oilce more been happy; but she was un­
able to procure any intelligence of the infant, 
though the little wbite mouse made eYery ex­
ertion in her power for that puJ pose . 

• \ t length, by the progress of time, the 
fiUeen's grief abated, aml fifteen years passed 
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away without any change in her situation.­
At this period there was great talk all over 
the kingdom, that the son of the wicked mon­
arch had fallen in love with the keeper of the 
poultry, and that the young woman refused 
to accept of him for a husband. This extraor ... 
dinary refusal surprised every one ; however, 
the nuptial dresses were prepared, and the 
marriage ceremony was soon expected to take 
place. The little white mouse determined 
to see this extraordinary damsel, who had 
resolution enough to reftise the son of a king, 
and immediatly transported herself to the ca­
pital. She entered into the poultry yard, 
and found her there, dressed in a coarse wool­
len gown, with her feet bafte, and a cap of 
goat skin on her head ; lying by her side 
were magnificent dresses, embroidered with 
gold and silver, and ornamented with a num­
ber of precious stones ; the turkeys and other 
fowls that surrounded her, trampled on and 
spoiled tli~m. 

Thus habited, and thus careless of the 
splendour that awaited her, the keeper of the 
pou.lt.ry sat on , a large stone in the middle of 
the yard, when the king's son arrived: he 
was crooked and hump-backed, and marked 
with every kind of deformity. " If you per­
sist in refusing me,~. said he, " I will order 
you to be put to death instantly.'' She an­
swered him with disdain, "I will never marry 
you; you are too ugly and too wicked. I 
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prefer poverty with my turkeys and pullets, 
to all the honours you have power t o bestow." 

The little white mouse observed her with 
wonder a nd admiration; for, though in so 
humble a dress, she appeared t o possess an 
incomparable beauty. As sDon therefore as 
the prince ret ired, the fa iry assumed the fi­
gure of an old shepherdess. ' ' Good day, 
fair damsel," said she, '' the fmds do credit 
to your care of t!Jem."-The young woman 
raised her eyes, and looked at her with a 
_countenanc€' full. of S\Yeetness: " they ·,nsh," 
answered she, " to persuade me to q1; it my 
present employment, fo r a crown w·bich I do 
not want, 2-nd for a hvsband ,dwm I should 
despise; pray, good mother~ v.-ha t i : your ad­
vice?" " l\1y chi!d,'"' r"tumed t he fairy, "a 
crow .. is a dazzling obje['t ; Lut you cailnot 
imagine the care and troub le it is to those 
who wear it.~, " Dut suppo:,e I do know all 
this,,, quickly ans·, ·ere~ t !1 e k ~ ' eper of the 
king's pouh.ry; " still I would re fu~e to ac­
cept it, th nugh I am wi thcut friend or rela­
tion, and know not even t!1e name of th os (~ 
who gave r11e birth.·,, '; Yot. h ·lve bolh beal!­
ty and virtue, my chi l d,~, re tur;.:~d the wi e 
and benevolent fairv, "wiJic!J are wor f tnor~ 
than a thousand ki~gdon:s ; tell m~ then, .r! Jo 
placed you here, since you an-' 1\'ithcut .!JO.· 
rents and without friends." " A fairy, ll cun­
ed Cancaline, is t!1e cau ·r t ho.t I have been 
placed here," nplied the ~· cung ,yo, :m: 
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't she beat me till she almost killed me, without 
the least provocation. Tired of my suffi~rings, 
one day I ran away from her, and, not know­
ing where to go, I stopped to rest myself in 
a wood., where the son of the wicked king 
came by chance to walk : he asked if I would 
enter his service. I consented, and was placed 
to take care of his poultry; where he came 
constantly to see them, and always took great 
notice of them. Alas ! he soon conceived a 
violent love for me, and has ever since so 
teazed me with expressions of it, that I have 
no comfort left in the world." 

This recital made the fairy suspect shf:! had 
at last met with the princess Juliet, and she 
therefore asked to know her name. " I a1n 
called Juliet,,, added she, modestly; " but 
who gave me that name I never k new.'' 
'fhe doubts of the fairy were thus instantly 
removed; she threw herself on the neck of 
the princess, exclaiming, " Juliet, I have 
known you long; I am delighted to fi nd you 
so sensible and so lovely; but I wish you 
was better" dressed; take the clothes that are 
before you, and put them on.,, The princess 
obeyed immediately, and taking fro m her 
head the cap of goat's skin, her beautiful 
golrlen hair fell in curls upon her shoulders ; 
then taking some water from a fou ntain tha t 
ran through the yard, she washed he r bands 
and face, and di sc()ve red a complexion more 
bright and transparent that t h2 choicest pearls 
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of India; roses seemed to bloom fresh on her 
cheeks; coral seemed to form her beautiful 
mouth ; and her eyes shone like the most 
brilliant diamonds. When she had finished 
dressing herself, the gracefulness of her form. 
appeared equal to the beauty of her counten­
ance, and the fairy gazed on her with wonder 
and delight. 

" Pray, who do you suppose yourself 
to be now, my dear child?'' said the fairy. 
" Really," answered she, " I could fancy 
myself to be the daughter of some great 
king." "Should you be glad of it?" demand­
ed the fairy. " Yes, certainly, my good 
mother;'' replied the princess, " for it would 
give me the power of assisting many that are 
in distress:' H Be lmppy then,'' exclaimed 
the fairy, "for you are l.Jorn of royal parents : 
t o-morrow you shall know more." 

The fairy then returned immediately to­
ller paface, where she had left the queen. " I 
bring you,. madam,' ... cried she-, '' the happiest 
tidings.',. "Alas!" ans'rvered the queen, "what 
tidings of joy ean come to me, who have lost 
both my hu~band and my child r" " It is 
always right to hope,"· replied the little white 
mouse, for the fairy had again taken that 
figure; " I have seen the princess your 
daug hter, and she is more l.Jeautiful than the 
hlushes of the dawning day." She then re­
lated the whole of her discovery, at which 
th-e qu e:;n y;;ept with joy. " '.Vho vmuld ot 
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have tl10ught, '' said she, " in the days of: 
my prosperity, that I should ever bear a 
daughter to become the keeper of hens and. 
turkeys !" " It is the cruel Cancaline,'' said 
-the fairy, " who, knowing how I love you, 
has brought this misery on your child, pur­
posely to vex me; but she shall come glori­
ously out of it, or I will burn my books.'' " I 
am determined," said the queen, " that she 
shall not marry the prince; pray go and seek 
her immediately, and bring her to me." 

The son of the wicked king left Juliet in a 
great :rage at her obstinate refusal, and went 
into the gardens oJ the palace to consider 
w·hat he should do; here he cried and groan­
so loud, that his father overheard him, and 
leaning through the window, inquired the 
cause of his distress. ·" How can I be other­
wise than afilictecl, .. ' answered he, " to be thus 
-set at defiance by a Keeper of poultry?" 
" 'Vhat, will not she love you?" said the 
king; " I am determined she shall love you, 
or be put to death." He then called his 
guards. '~ Go.,~' said he, " and bring her 
here immediately ; I will punish her so se­
verely, that she shall soon repent of her ob­
·stinacy ." 

They went to the poultry yard, and found 
Juliet there, magnificently dressed, as the 
fairy left her; they had never seen so lovely 
a figure, and taking her for some princess, 
they were afraid to speak to her. She .said 
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to them, in a sweet and condescending voice~ 
H pray whom do you seek here?" 'Q Madam," 
said they, " we seek an unfortunate creature, 
named Juliet." " I am the person you seek;' 
replied she; " what do you want?" Hear­
jog this, they seized her, and having tied 
her hands and feet with cords, lest she should 
escape, they carried her into the presence of 
the king. " vVell, insolent wretch," said he, 
" and so you are determined not to love my 
~on? He is a thousand times handsomer 
than you; love him therefore immediately, 
or I'll have )7 0U flayed alive." The princess, 
trembling like an affrighted dove, kneeled 
before him, and tried to inspire pity in a 
heart that never felt any; but she pleaded in 
vain, as the prince insisted upon it, that his 
father should order her for immediate execu­
tion. However, they determined at last, as 
a punishment more severe than death, to shut 
her up for life in a tower, where she would 
never more see the light of the sun. 

At this moment the fairy and the good 
queen arrived in a flying chariot, and the af­
fectionate mother began to weep bitterly, on 
hearing the sad fate to which her long lost 
<laughter was just condemned. "Be of good 
comfort," said the fairy, " you shall in the 
end be made happy, and your enemies be 
amply punished." The princess was convey­
to the tower, and the king retired to bed ; 
the fairy then resumed the form of the little 
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·white mouse, and got upon his pillow. vVhen­
'ever he attempted to sleep she bit his ear; 
at which, being much disturbed, he turned 
the other side, and she bit at that also, with­
out mercy: he cried out for assistance, and 
when his attendants came, they found his ears 
bleeding so fast, tl1at they were unable to 
stop his wounds. While they ·were seeking 
about the apartment to find the mouse, she 
was gone into the prince's room to inflict the 
same vengeance upon him; he likewise called 
his attendants, and having shewn his wound­
ed ears, made them put a plaster on each. 
The little white mouse, in the mean time, 
returned to the king, and she hit his nose and 
gnawed his face in several ,places -: he put up 
his hands to defend his face, and she bit his 
fingers: he cried out, "' ~Mercy! mercy! I 
am lost;'' and, while his mouth was thus 
open, the little white mouse enter-ed :it, and 
bit a pi.ece off his tongue: his attendants came 
in once more, but he ''\'aS now unable to speak 
to them, his tongue was so severely wound­
ed; so he made signs that it "·vas a mouse 
that had thus wounded him, and every cor­
ner of the room was immediately examine(l 
to find the offender, but in vain, she was 
gone to pay a visit to the prince, ::1nd to treat 
him much worse than she had treated his fa­
i her.-She eat out one of l1is eyes, which left 
l1im in total darkness; fo r he was blind of 
t he other before. He leaped Ollt of bed IQ. ~ 
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stantly, seized his sword, and ran to the a« 
partment of his father, who also had taken 
l1is sv;ord, storming and swearing that he 
would kill every one that came in his way 
till the mouse was found. 

When he saw his son in such a passion, he 
scolded him, and the prince, whose ears were 
burning with pain, not knowing the voice of 
his father, attacked him furiously; the king 
exceedingly irritated, made a violent cut at 
him with his sword, and received a se\'ere 
wound from his son at the same moment; 
so that they both fell to the ground bleeding 
profusely. P.ll their subjects, who hated them 
1nortall y, and who only served and submitted 
to them through fear, now dreading them no 
longer, tied cords to their feet, and dragged 
them into the river, saying they ·were happy 
thus to get rid of their tyrants. 

Thus ended the days of the wicked king 
and his son. The good fairy, who had seen' 
all that pa~sed, went immediately to seek the 
queen, and they went together to the black 
tower, where the princess Juliet was confin­
ed under more than forty locks. 'I'he fairy 
struck three times with a little ring on the 
great door, which opened instantly, ns did all 
the rest~ they found the poor princess very 
1 houghtfu1, and with scarcely spirit to speak 
::~ word. The quePn ran to embrace her; 
" 1\1y c'car child, I am thy mother, the queen 
of the Lund of Pleasure," exclr:imed -he; 
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and then gave her an account of her birth. 
When Juliet heard these happy tidings, she 
was as near dying with joy, as she had been 
:pear dying with grief: she threw herself at 
the feet of the queen, embraced her knees, 
and wet her hands with the tears that she 
shed upon. them. She likewise caressed the 
good fairy, who had conferred so many ob­
ligations on them both. The fairy said to 
them, " It is not time now to think of amu­
sing ourselves; let us go to the great hall of 
the castle and harangue the people.,, 

~he walked the first with a grave and ma­
jestic air, and dressed in splendid robes; next 
came the queen in robes suitable to her rank; 
the prin12ess followed, decorated in ~ splendid 
habit, which the fairy had brm~ght her fo r 
the occasion ; but distinguished much more 
by her native modesty and the lustre of her 
beauty, which had never before been equalled. 
They moved gracefully to every one they 
met by the way. wheth~r rich or poor, and 
by this condescension attracted the notice of 
every one. When the great hall was full, 
the good fairy said to the subjects of the de~ 
ceased tyrant, that she would recommend 
them to chuse for their sovereigr1 the daugh­
t er of a neighbouring king, ""hom she then 
presented to them. •' Under so amiable a 
queen,,, said she, " you cannot fail to live in 
state of continual happiness and tranquillity.,, 
At these words the people cried out with one 
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voice, " Yes ! yes ! we chuse her for onr 
queen, and we trust she will make us amends 
for the miseries we have so long endured." 
As soon as the inteHigence was generally 
known, joy spread throughout the city, and 
.every sort of business was laid aside, to give 
place for feasting and merriment. Thus the 
.efforts of the little white mouse were suffici­
-ent to reward suffering innocence, and punish 
the cruelties of an implacable tyrant. 

'THE rrwo SERPENTSP 

THE learned Saib, who was intrusted with 
the education of the son of the sultan of Ca­
rizma, was ordered every day to relate to 
his pupil a history which might tend to im­
prove the morals of the young prince. He one 
day told him this, which is taken from the 
annals of Persia, but which will not appear 
the less incredible. 

A magician presented himself to king Zohak; 
and, in the eyes of his whole court, perform­
~d several prodigies with which this prince 
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was equally delighted and surprised. "King 
of kings,,, then said the enchanter to him, 
~' these ordinary tricks of my art are hardly 
worth your attention, but if you will permit 
me to blow twice in your sacred ear, you 
will presently see a most astonishing wonder. 
He obtained the permission, and had no soon­
er made use of it, than Zohak, after sume 
little giddiness, felt an extraordinary motion 
in his body. This motion was more violent 
than painful, and finished by the sudden erup­
tion of two serpents heads from the region of 
the heart. " Perfidious wretch !'' cried the 
king, " what had I done to thee? "\Vhere­
fore has thy envenomed breath produced 
within my entrails these two monsters which 
are going to devour me?'' " Fear not, 
prince;' replied the magician, " and return 
me thanks for the precious gift you thus mis­
take. These two serpents are the unequivo­
cal tokens of the happiness of your life, and 
the glory of your reign. Every thing de­
pends on your allaying their hunger, by fur­
nishing them the only aliment that agrees 
with them. Chuse from time to time, a cer­
tain number of your subjects, which you may 
take from the lowest class of ·your people ; 
nourish these divine animals with their flesh, 
and quench them with their blood. Above 
all avoid listening to a dangerous and coward­
ly pity; remember well, that whatever pleases 
you is just, and that he is not a king, vdw, 
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when necessary, does not dare to do a little evil 
to mankind.,, Zohak was at first shocked at 
this execrable counsel; but as his happiness 
was attached to it, he no longer hesitated, 
and soon this inhuman prince even felicitated 
himself for having taken it. The hunger of 
the two monsters that had been incorporated 
with him was become his own, and he could 
not appease it, he said, without experiencing 
a delicious sensation. He regarded not the 
sighs nor the tears, d1e blood and the life of 
these unhappy Persians. He only saw in his 
people a vile herd, that existed merely to be 
sacrificed to his smallest caprices. The peo­
ple only saw in Zohak a monster bent on 

·their destruction; and, by dint of suffering, 
they ceased to fear him. They revolted 
against the tyrant, dragged him from the 
throne which he profaned, and shut him up 
in the dismal cavern of the monntain of Da-­
mavend. There, accompanied by his two 
serpents, and no longer able to appease their 
voracity, the pitiless Zobak became himself 
their prey. 

vVhat a horrible history ! cried the young 
prince, when his preceptor had ended it. 
Pray tell me another that I can hear without 
shuddering. \Villingly, my lord, replied 
Saib; here is a Yery simple and a Yery short 
one: A young sultan placed his confidence 
on an artful and abandoned eunuch. This 
wicked man filled his mind with false idea ~ 



111 
tl1e glory and happiness of monarchs. He in ... 
traduced pride and voluptuousness to his heart, 
the father and mother of all crimes. Absorb­
ed by these two passions, the young monarch 
sacrificed his people to them: he placed his 
glory in despising mankind, and his happi­
ness in making tlrem wretchecl. vVhat was 
the .consequence? He lost his crown, his 
treasures, and his flatterers; his pride and 
voluptuousness on I y remained ; and being 
whoJly incapable of satisf)ring them, he died 
through rage and despair. 

The prince of Carizma did not appear dis­
satisfied with this history. I like it much 
better than the other, said he; at least it is 
less revolting and less atrocious. Alas! prince, 
replied his preceptor, it is nevertheless the 
same. 

THE QUEEN OF GOR. 

KATIFA, queen of Gor, possessed every vir­
tue and every failing; or, more properly 
speaking, she had all the capriciousness pos­
sible. She even piqued herself on wisdom, 
and said one day to the learned Z ulbar: 
I am seriously endeavouring to gain a real 
Jmowledge of myself; but am much in want 
of some friendly aid in a study so worthy of 
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a reasonable woman. Examine my characa~ 
ter yourself, and form me such a picture of it, 
that it may strike me at the first glance. 
Your character! replied Zulbar, but which 
sublime majesty? Does your modesty lead 

. you to imagine you have but one character? 
The flowers of the spring are less numerous 
and less varied, than the virtues with which 
your soul is each instant embeJlished. In ob­
serving those virtues suddenly burst forth 
and shine, then disappear, then reappear; 
in perceiving them mix, agree, and dispute 
with each other, I can admire them like ano­
ther; but who can possibly describe, or mere-
1y enumerate them '? I have some where or 
other read, added the philosopher, that the 
moon wished to have a robe fitted to her 
shape, and of a colour suited to her com­
plexion. The tirewoman she had sent for 
ingeniously said to her: 0 queen of the stars ! 
you charm us at all time::;, and under every 
form: but you are sometimes large, and 
sometimes small; sometimes bright, some .. 
times pale, and sometimes crimson. \.Yhat 
measure can I possibly take of a shape which 
is never the same ? What colour can I suit to 
a complexion which varies each night? 







FINETTA.; 

OR, T ilE 

DISCREET PRINCESS. 

SoME time ago there lived a king and a queen, 
who had managed their affairs so ill, that 
they were driven out of their dominions, and, 
to support themselves were forced to sell their 
crowns, then their robes, linen, and laces, and 
afterwards all they had ; and when they were 
reduced to the utmost poverty, the king said 
to the queen, "We are forced out of our king­
doms, and have nothing left, therefore we 
must think of' getting a livelihood both for 
ourselves and children: think a little what we 
shall do; for my part I am entirelJ at a loss.', 
The queen, who was a woman of good sense 
and wit, asked eight days time to consider of 
it; a~fi when they were expired, she said to 
him," bome, don't let us vex and torment our­
selves; you shall lay nets and snares for fowls# 
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and lines for fish, while I make them: as for 
our daughters, they are three proud idle sluts, 
and fancy themselves still to be great ladies ; 
we will carry them a great way off, that it will 
be impossible for them to find their way back 
again; for we can nevet keep them so fine as 
they expect we should." 

The king, who was a kind father~ began to 
weep when he saw he must part with his child­
ren; but the queen being of an imperious 
haughty temper, and he being forced to ac. 
quiesce with her, he told her she might rise 
early the next morning, and carry her daugh­
ters where she thought fit. While they were 
thus contriving this affair, the princess Fi­
netta, who was the youngest of the three, 
heard them through the key hole ; and as 
soon as she was informed of their design, ran 
as fast as she was able to a large grotto, in. 
l1abited by the fairy lVIerlucha, her godmother; 
but, before she went, took two pounds of 
fresh butter, eggs, milk, and flour, to make a 
cake of, that she might be the more accept­
able guest. When she first set out, she went 
very cheerfully ; but after she had walked 
some time, and the soles of her shoes were 
worn away, and her feet began to be galled 
with the pebbles, she was so weary that she 
sat herself down on the grass, and fell a-cry­
ing; when a fine Spanish horse pas""d by, 
ready bridled and saddled, with diamonds e­
nough on his housings to buy hvo or three 
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towns; who, when he saw the priacess, he stop~ 
ped by her, bending his knees, seemitlg to pay 
some respect to her ; whereupon, taking him 
by the bridle, she said, " Pretty horse, if you 
will carry me to my godmother the fairy, I 
shall be very much obliged to you, for I am so 
weary, that I am ready to die ~way ; I pro­
mise you ru give you some corn and hay, and 
litter you down with clean straw." The horse 
bent down before her, and she jumping upon 
his back, he carried her to the fairy's grotto 
as swift as a bird flies in the air; for Merlu­
cha, knowing of her god-daughter's coming, 
had sent him for that purpose. 

When she came in, she made three low 
curtesies, kissed the hem of her garment, and 
then said to her, "Good-morrow, god-mother, 
how do you do ? I have brought you here 
some milk, butter, flour, and eggs, to make a 
cake after our country fashion.'' "You are 
welcome, Finetta,'' said the fairy, "come and 
let me embrace you.'' Whereupon she kissed 
her two or three times, which made Finetta 
ready to die with joy; for Merlucha was a 
great and renowned fairy. '' Well, my girl," 
said she, "you shall be my waiting-woman, 
come dress and comb my head ;" which the 
princess did with all the address imaginable. 
"I know what brought you hither," said 
Merlucha; "you heard the king and queen 
consulting how they might lose you, and you 
have no mind to be so served. Take this clue of 
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thread, it wirJ not break, and fasten one end 
of it to the door of your house, and keep the 
other in your hand ; when the queen leaves 
you, it will be an easy matter for you, by 
this thread, to find your way back again.'' 

The princess thanked her god-mother, who 
gave her a sack full of clothes, all covered over 
with gold and silver, and embracing her, set 
her upon the same horre again, who carried 
her home in a moment or two ; and when she 
l1ad thanked her pretty horse for his trouble, 
and had bid him return, she went softly 
into the house, and hiding her sack under the 
bed, laid herself down without taking any no­
tice of what had passed. As soon as it was 
day, the king awakened his wife, and, bid her 
prepare for her journey ; upon which she got 
up, and put on a pair of strong shoes, a short 
petticoat, and white waistcoat, and taking her 
stick in her hand, went to call her daughters ; 
the eldest of whom was named Love's Flower, 
the second Fair-Night, and the youngest Au­
ricla, or Fine-ear, but by way of nick-name, 
Finetta. "I have dreamed to-night," said the 
queen, "that we must go and see my sister, 
where we shall be well treated, and be very 
merry.'' "We'll go, Madam, where you 
please,'' said Love's-Flower, who could not 
endure to live in a desert, " so that we but 
go, 'tis no matter where." The other two 
said the same, and taking leave of their father, 
they all four set forward on their journey. 
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They went at last so far, that Fine~ear began 
to fear lest her clue should not hold out, for 
thej had gone a great many scores of miles; 
however, she was always behind, fastening her 
thn~ad in the briars. Vvhen the queen thought 
she had carried them so far that they could 
not find the way back again, she went into a 
large wood, and said to them, " Come, my 
little lambs, lie down and take a nap, while I, 
like a shepherdess, will watch you, lest the 
wolf should surprise you.'' "\\Thereupon they 
laid themselves down, and fell asleep, and the 
queen, when she thought them fast, took her 
leave, as she thought, for the last time. Then 
Finetta, who only shut her eyes, and pretend­
ed sleep, said to herself, "Was I now of a re­
vengful temper, I should leave my sisters to 
perish here, for they have beat and abused me 
very much; but, however,! will not now for­
sake them:' VVhereupon, awakening them, 
she told them the whole st('}ry ; at which they 
fell a-crying, and begged of her to take them 
along with her, promising to give her all the 
fine things they had. " I know," said Finetta, 
"you will not perform what you promise; 
but, nevertheless, I shall act the part of a kind 
sister.'' And thereupon she rose up, and fol. 
lowed her thread, which brought them home 
almost as soon as the queen. 

When they came there, stopping a moment 
at the door, they heard the king say, " .My 
heart aches to see you all alone.'' " Indeed/' 
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sa;id the queen, " we were very much troubled 
with our daughters.'' " Well," said the king, 
"had you but brought my Finetta back, I 
should not be so much concerned for the other 
two." Just then they knocked at the door : 
"Who's there?'' said the king; "Your three 
daughters, Love's Flower, Fair-Night, and 
Fine-Ear,'' replied they. And at that the 
queen trembled, and said, " Don't open the 
door, for they are certainly their spirits; for 
it is impossible they should be returned." The 
king, who was as great a coward as his wife, 
said, "'Tis false, you are not my daughters." 
Whereupon Finetta replied, " Look through 
the key·hole, papa, and if I am not your 
daughter Finetta, I consent to be whipt.'' At 
that the king did as she bid him, and know­
ing them, opened the door. The queen seem­
ed to be very glad to see them, pretending she 
came back for something she had forgot, and 
designed to have gone to them again. 

Finetta, when all was over, asked from her 
sisters what they had promised her, who there .. 
upon beat her with their distaff~, and told her, 
that it was for her sake that the kingwasnotsor­
ry for them. Afterwards she went to bed; but 
not being able to sleep for the blows and bruise 
they had given her, she heard the queen say, 
she would carry them another way farther off, 
from whence she was assured they could neYcr 
return. Upon this she got up softly, went 
into the hen-house; and wrung off the necks 
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of two pullets and a cockerel, wl1ich the queen 
had set up to regale herself with; and putting 
them into a basket, set out to see her god­
mother again. She had not gone half a mile, 
being in the dark, and frightened out of her 
wits, before she heard the Spanish horse whin­
ning and prancing, who no sooner came to her, 
than she mounted, and was carried presently 
to her god-mother's. After the usual compli­
ments, she presented her with the fowls, and 
desired her good advice, for that the queen 
had sworn to carry them to the world's end. 
Merlucha bid her not grie\·e herself, and gave 
her a sack full of ashes to carry before her, 
to sprinkle before her as she went along; tell­
ing her, when she returned, she needed but 
to observe her footsteps, ·which would conduct 
her back again; and ·withal, charged her not 
to take her sisters along with her; assuring 
her, if she did, she never would see her more. 
'l'he horse being ready, Finetta took her leave, 
and with it a great quantity of diam(')nds in a 
box, which she put into her pocket. A little 
before day, the queen called the princesses 
again, and told them that the king was not 
very well, and that she dreamed they must go 
all four to gather some herbs for him in a 
certain country, where they were excellent. 
I. .. ove's Flower and Fair-Night, who suspected 
their mother's main end in this affair was to 
lose them, were very much afflicted, but were, 
notwithstanding, obliged to go. Finetta said 



1~0 
not a word all the time, but kept behind them 
strewing her ashes; and the queen, being per­
suaded that they would never be able to find 
the way back, for she had carried them a 
still greater distance off, observing them all 
asleep one evening, teok that opportunity to 
bid them good-bye. When it was day, and 
Fin etta perceived her mother was away, she 
awakened her sisters, and told them the queen 
was gone again, and had left them to them­
selves. Love's Flower and Fair-Night crjed, 
and tore their hair, and beat their breasts ; 
when Finetta, who was a good-natured girl, 
pitied them, and told them, though her god­
mother, when she informed her how she should 
find the \·vay hack, charged her not to take 
them along with her, and said she would never 
see her more if she did, " yet," said she, " I 
will venture this once to preserve my sisters." 
w-hereupon they both fell upon her neck, and 
kissed her, and all three returned together. 

The king and queen were very much sur­
prised to see the princesses again, and talked 
about it all the night; when Fine-Ear, who 
had not her name for nothing, beard them 
lay a new plot, which the queen was to put 
in execution in the morning, and thereupon 
nm and awakened her sisters, and acquainted 
tl em with it. " Alas !'' said she, " we are 
al l lost, the queen, without dispute, will carry 
m·, and leave us in some desert; for your 
s< kes I have disobliged my god-mother1 and 
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dare not go to her as I used to do." This 
news put them to their wit's end, and made 
them say to one another, "What shall we do?'' 
" Oh !" said Fair-Night, " do not let us 
treuble ourselves, there are others who have 
as much contrivance as the old Merlucha; 
we need but to take some pease along with 
us, and sow them, and we shall easily trace 
our way back again." Upon Love's Flower's 
approving of this expedient, they put pease in 
their pockets; but for Fine-ear, instead of 
pease, she took her sack of fine clothes, and 
her box of jewels ; and they were all three 
ready against the queen called. " I have 
dreamt to-night/' said she, " that there were 
three princes in a country I need not name, 
waiting to marry you, and I have a great 
mind to carry you to see whether my dream 
is true or not." The queen went first, and 
the princesses followed after, sowing their 
pease as they went along, never disturbing 
themselves, but being satisfied that they, by 
that means, would find their way home; when 
one dark night the queen left them again, 
and went home to the king, both weary of so 
long a journey, and glad to have got rid of so 
great a charge. 

The three princesses slept till eleven o'clock 
the next day, when Finetta discovered first 
the queen's absence, and, though she was well 
provided, could not forbear crying; but, how­
ever, relied more on the fairy Merlucha than 
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the ability of her sisters. " The queen is 
gone," said she to her sisters, " let us follow 
her as fast as we can.'' " Hold your tongue, 
you fool,'' replied Love's Flower, " we can 
find the way when we please." Finetta durst 
return no answer; but when they wanted to 
go home, they could find no tracings or ap­
pearance of any pease; for the pigeons, with 
which that country abounded, had eaten them 
up, which set them all in tears. After they 
had been two days without eating, Love,s 
Flower asked her sisters if they had nothing 
to eat? Whereupon Finetta said she had 
found an aeorn, which they would have ha,d 
from her ; but she ,iaid, " What signifies one 
acorn among three of us? let us set it; it may 
grow to a large tree, and be serviceable., 
Te which they all consented, though there 
was no likelihood of any tree in that country, 
where there was nothing to be seen but cab­
bages and lettuce, which the princesses lived 
upon ; for had they been nice, they mu'st have 
perished. They had no other covering, when 
they slept, than the azure skies, and watered 
their acorn every night and morning, which 
they perceived grew apace. When it was got 
to some size, Love's Flower was for climbing 
it, but it was too weak to bear her; as was 
likewise Fair-night, but she was too heavy; 
whereupon Finetta tried, and when she was 
up, her sisters a ked her what she saw; . she 
told them nothing. H Alas !'' said Loves 
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Flower, " this oak is not yet tall enough." 
However, they kept watering of it, and Fi­
netta never fai1ed to get up into it twice a-day; 
and one day when she was up, Fair-Night 
said to Love's Flower, " I have found a sack 
which our sister has hid from us, what can 
there be in it ?,, " Oh !" said Love's Flower, 
"she told me she had some old laces.'' "But 
I believe she had something better,'' replied 
Fair-Night. And being curious, opened it, 
and found some old laces of the king and 
queen's, which served only to cover the fine 
clothes and jewels. " What a sly slut is this!" 
said she, " let us take them away, and put 
some pebbles in their place;" which the other 
agreed to. Finetta came down without ever 
discovering the trick her sisters had playecl 
her, for she had no occasion to dress in a de­
sert, all her thoughts being employed on her 
oak . . 

One morning when she was up in it, and 
her sisters asked her, as usual, what she dis­
covered, she told them she saw a house so 
beautiful, that she could not describe it; thnt 
the walls were of emeralds and rubies, and 
the roof of diamonds set in gold. '' You tell 
fibs/' said they, "it cannot be so.'' " Indeed 
it is," answered Finetta, " come and ~ee your­
selves; my eyes are dazzled with the splen­
dour.,' 'Vhereupon Love's Flower and lair­
Night climbed up, and when they saw the 
castle, ·were amazed and overjoyed. " We 
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must, without dispute,'' said they, " go to · 
this palace: who knows but we may meet with 
fine princes, that wil1 think themselves happy 
to marry us?" In this manner of discourse 
they passed away the whole night, when 
Love's Flower, perceiving Finetta asleep, 
said to Fair-Night, " Let us dress ourselves 
in the clothes Finetta has brought along with 
her." " The thought's very good," replied 
Fair-Night. Whereupon they arose and 
dressed themselves, and made themselves as 
fine as gold, and silver, and jewels could do. 

Finetta, who knew not what her sisters had 
done, opened her sack with a design to dress 
herself; but how great was her surprise and 
affliction, when she found nothing but flints 
and stones ! And perceiving, at that very 
juncture, her two sisters as bright as the sun 
in her clothes, she cried, and complained of 
their treachery; who only laughed at her. 
" How can you,,, said she to them, " carry 
me along ·with you to the castle, without let­
ting me be dressed as well as yourselves?'' 
'- We have but clothes enough for ourselves," 
replied Love's Flower, " and if thou impor­
t unest us thus, thou shalt feel our blows." 
" But," continued the other, " they are my 
own, my god-mother gave them to me, and 
you have nothing to d~ with them." " If 
you teaze us any longer," said they, " we 
will kill you, and bury you, and nobody shall 
know what is become of you.'' This struck 
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such an awe upon poor Fin etta, that she durst 
not provoke them, but followed them like 
their maid-servant at a distance. The near­
er they came to the house, the more wonder­
ful it appeared. " I cannot but think/, said 
they one to another, " how we shall be di­
verted and entertained ; we shall eat at the 
king's table; but for Finetta, she shall wash 
the dishes in the kitchen ; and if we are ask­
ed who she is, let us not make the least men­
tion of her as our sister, but say, she is a poor 
herdsman's daughter;,, which cast Finetta 
into despair, she being a girl endowed with 
wit and beauty. When they arrived at the 
gates of the castle, tl1ey knocked very hard, 
and were let in by a frightful old woman ; 
she was fifteen feet high, and thirty about, 
bad but one eye, and that placed in the midst 
of her forehead , like a Cyclops, and as large 
as five others; her nose was flat, her skin 
black, and her mouth so large that it was 
very frightful. " 0 unfortunate creatures !" 
said she, "what brought you hither? Do you 
know that this is a giant's castle, who ~ould 
eat you all up for his breakfast? But it is 
well he is not at home; I will eat but one of 
you at a time, and you will have the comfort 
of living two or three days longer." When 
they heard the giantess speak thus, they ran 
away as fast as they could, thinking to save 
themselves ; but she strode as far at one step 
as they at fi ve, and soon caught them again; 
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and taking one by the hair of the he-ad, and 
the others by the arms and necks, threw them 
all together into a cave, where there was 
nought but toads, snakes, and the bones of 
devoured persons. And as she was then for 
eating Finetta, and was only gone for some 
oil and vinegar, the giant came; but think­
ing to keep them for herself as a nice bit, she 
put them under a great tub, where they had 
no light but through a little hole. 

The giant, who was six times as big as his 
wife, when he spoke, made the house shake 
again, and when he coughed, it seemed like 
thunder; he had but one large eye, and his 
hair was like bristles ; he leaned on a piece 
of timber, which he used for a cane, and held 
a basket in his hand, out of which he took 
fifteen little children he had taken away from 
their parents, and swallowed them like poach­
ed eggs. Wilen the three princes es beheld 
this, they shuddered, but durst not cry, for 
fear they should be heard. The giant said to 
his wife, " I smell some fresh fle sh ; gi \·e it 
me." " You always fancy," said she, " that 
you smell fresh meat, 'tis nothing but some 
sheep that are going by.'' " Of· !" said the 
giant, " I am not to be deceived thus; I am 
sure I smell freslJ flesh, and will look for it." 
" Aye, do," replied she. " And if I find 
any," said be, "that you have concealed from 
me, I'll ct,~t off your head." .Frigbted at thi 
menace, she said to him, " Be not angry> my 
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dear, and I will tell you the truth; I have got 
three young girls, that came here to-day; but 
it is a pity to eat them, for they know how to 
do every thing, anrl, as I am old, will be very 
serviceable to me. You know our house is 
very much out of order, our bread is not well 
baked, nor our beer well brewed, and I ap­
pear not so handsome since I have slaved my­
self with working; they shall be our servants, 
therefore do not eat them now; but if you 
have a great desire to them at any other time, 
you shall have them.'' The giant, with great 
reluctance, promised her not to eat them ; for 
she designed, when he was gone abroad, to 
feast herself with them, and to pretend that 
they had made their escape. 

The giant ordered his wife to bring them 
to him, at which they, poor creatures, were 
ready to die with fear; but the giantess en­
couraged them. '\-\Then he saw them, he ask­
ed them what they could do? They answered, 
that they knew how to clean a house, and 
sew, and spin, and make such ragouts, that 
all that tasted of them generally licked their 
plates clean ; and that for making of bread, 
cakes, and patty-pans, they were famous. 
" 'V ell, well,'' said the giant, who loved a 
dainty bit, " make good your words; but,'' 
said he to Fin-etta, '' how do you know when 
the oven is hot enough?'' " I lay some but­
ter on it, sir;' replied she, " and then taste 
it with my tongue." Thereupon he ordered 
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ber to heat the oven, and the princess tnade 
a terrible fire; for you must know, the giant's 
oven was as large as a stable, and he and his 
wife devoured as much bread as an army; and 
the giant, who overlooked them, e'at an hun­
dred cakes and piggins of milk. Love's 
Flower and Fair-Night prepared the paste: 
the giant said the oven was hot enough ; Fi. 
netta told him she would see whether it was 
so; and throwing some pounds of butter into 
the oven's mouth, told him it must be tasted 
with the tongue, but that she was too little 
to do it. " Oh !'' said he, " I am big 
enough." He then thrust himself in, while 
Finetta giving him a push, he lost his balance, 
and could not get back again, but was burnt 
to ashes. 

When the giant's wife came to the oven, 
she was surprised to find such a heap of ashes 
as proceeded from her burnt husband. Love's 
Flower and Fair-Night, who saw her very 
much grieved, did what they could to comfort 
her, but at the same time, were afraid her' 
sorrow would be too s.oon over, and her ap­
petite come upon her. " lVIadam,'' said they, 
" have courage, some king, or great prince, 
will think h1mself happy to marry you., 
Which made her laugh, and shew her long 
teeth, which were as large as a finger. \VJ1en 
they saw her in a good humour, Finetta aid 
to her, " If you . will throw off these Lear­
skins, with w bich you now clothe yourself, 
we will dress you a .. la-mode, and you shall 
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appear as bright as any star.'' "Let me see,"' 
said she, " what you would be at; but assure 
yourself, if any ladies look better than me, I 
will make mince meat of you.'~ Whereupon the 
three princesses pu lied off her cap, and combed 
and frizzled her hair; and while the two sis­
ters were amusing her after that manner, Fi­
netta, with a hatchet, severed her head from 
her body at one blow. 

Never was joy equal to theirs ; they ran 
up to the top of the house to ring the golden 
bells, went into all the chambers of pearls and 
diamonds, the furniture of which was so rich, 
that it \Vas an ecstasy to behold it. They 
laughed and sung aU that day long, and al. 
most giutted themselves with sweetmeats and 
oth~r dainties. Love~s Flower and Fair-Night 
lay in beds of brocade and velvet, and said 
one to another, '' Our father never was so 
rich in all his prosperity; but yet we want 
husbands, and may be assured nobody will 
ever come here, since this house passes for a 
place of destruction, for the giant and his 
wife's deaths are unknown; therefore we must 
go to the next village to shew ourselves in 
our finery, and we shall not be long before we 
find persons enough, who will be glad to marry 
princesses." 

As soon as they were dressed, they told 
Finetta they were goin·g a-walking, and that 
she must stay t here to take care of the house, 
~nd have every thing in order against their 
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return, or else tl1ey should make her feel their 
blows. When they were gone, Finetta, who 
was forced to scour and wash, \vas so over­
powered with grief, that she burst out a-cry­
ing. " How unhappy was I,'' said she to 
herself, " to disobey my god-mother! All 
mihfortunes have since attended me; my sis­
ters have robbed me of my fine clothes, and 
dressed themselves in them. Had it not been 
for me, the giant and his wife had been yet 
alive; and what am I the better for their 
deaths? I should have been as well pleased to 
have been devoured by them, as to live as I 
do now.'' "'\Vhen she had said all this, she 
cried so much, that her eyes were almost 
swollen out of her head; and when her sisten 
came, she had the mortification to see them 
bring with them oranges, s'veetmeats, and 
fine fruits, and to hear them tell what respect 

· was paid to them by a king's son at a ball 
they had been at ; and withal, they bid her 
come and undress them, and lay up their 
clothes ; which she durst not refuse ; for if 
ever she complained, they flew upon her, and 
beat her till they had left her for dead. 

The next day they went again, and came 
back as before, and lived in that manner 
some time; when one night; as Finetta was 
sitting over a handful of fire, not knowing 
~hat to do with herself, raking among the 
cmders, she found an olcl rusty cankerecllittle 
key; and after having takrn a great deal of 
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pains to scour it, found it to be gold; and 
thinking it might open some lock in the 
house, tried them all, and it belonged to a fine 
box, which she opened, wherein there were 
rich clothes, diamonds, laces, fine linen, rib­
bons, and things ~f great value. Never men­
tioning a word of this good fortune, she wait­
ed impatiently for her sisters going again the 
ne.xt day: and then, as soon as she saw them 
out of doors, dressed herself so fine, that she 
appeared like the sun, and went to the same 
ball. When she entered, there was heard a 
murmuring of voices, some out of admiration, 
and others of jealousy ; and when she danced, 
she excelled as much therein as in her beauty. 

Love's Flower and Fair-Night, who had 
made there strange havock among the hearts, 
seeing the favourable reception this stranger 
met with, were ready to burst with jealousy; 
but Finetta, who behaved herself extraordi­
narily well, seemed by her air as if she was 
made to command. Love's Flower and Fair­
Night, who had been used to see their sister 
dirty and grimy, retained so small an idea of 
her face, that they knew her not, but paid 
as much r~spect to her as the rest; and she, 
as soon as the ball was over, ran home as fast 
as she could, and put on her dirty rags again. 
When her sisters came home, they told her 
they had seen a charming young princess, 
whose skin was as white as snow, the colour 
of her cheeks as fresh as a rose, her teeth as 
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even and as white as ivory; and for her lips, 
they looked like coral, and that her clothes 
were all over gold and diamonds. This sport 
continued some time, and Finetta every ball 
appeared in a different dress; for the chest 
was inexhaustible, and the clothes were all 
so fashionable, that the ladies followed that 
mode. 

One night that Finetta had danced very 
much, and had staid longer than ordinary, 
and was anxious to get home soon enough, 
that she might not be discovered by her sis­
ters, she made so much haste, that she lost 
her slipper, which was of red velvet, braided 
with pearls, nnd ·was found the next day by 
the Prince Cberry, the king's eldest son, as 
he was hunting, who admired it so much for 
its smallness, that he kissed it, and carried it 
home with him ; and from that day grew so 
melancholy and reserved, that he never would 
speak, but lost his stomach, fell away, and look­
ed so ill, that the king and queen, who loved 
him to distraction, sent for all the remedies 
and assistance they could get; but all to no 
purpose, for the physicians, after they had 
consulted together, and made their observa­
tions for two or three day together, conclud­
ed that he was in love, and would die unless 
he got some relief. 

The queen, ·who doated on him, cried day 
and night over him, but could make no dis­
covery who the beloved person was. She 
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brought all the most beautiful ladies of the 
court into his chamber, but he would not so 
much as look at them. At last the queen 
said to him one day, " My dear child, you 
overwhelm us with grief; we know you are 
in love, wherefore, then_, should you hide it 
from us P Tell who the lovely person is, and, 
should she prove a shepherdess, we will not 
oppose your desires., Hereupon the prince, 
grown more bold by the queen's promises, 
pulled the slipper from under his bolster; 
" This, madam,'' said he, " is the cause of 
my illness ; I found this pretty little slipper 
as I was one day a-hunting, and am resolved 
never to marry any but the person who can 
draw it ·on." " Alas ! child,,, said the queen, 
" grieve not, we shall soon find her out.' 
And then she left him, and told the king, who 
was very much surprised at the strangeness of 
his passion, and ordered it to be proclaimed 
by sound of trumpet, that every woman should 
come and try on the slipper, and that the per­
son whom it fitted should be married to the 
prince. Upon this, all the fine ladies of the 
court washed and pared their feet, and made 
·choice of the thinnest stockings, that they 
might put on the slipper; but all to no pur­
pose, since none of them could get it on ; 
which was no small affliction to the prince. 
Love's Flower and Fair-Night, upon this, 
dressed themselves so fine one day, that Pi­
netta was amazed, and asked them where 
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they were going: They told her, "To court, 
to try on the slipper that the king's son had 
found, and that whoever succeeded was to 
marry him.'' \?\Thereupon Finetta asked if she 
might not go too ? \'Vhich made them laugh 
at her, and tell her, they wondered how such 
a dirty girl as she could have any such 
thoughts, bidding her water the garden, for 
.she was fit for nothing else. 

When they were gone, Finetta had a great 
mind to try her fortune, having a strong fan­
cy of her success; but was somewhat at a loss, 
because she knew not the way, for the ball she 
was at before was not kept at court. How­
ever, she dressed herself very magnificently; 
her gown was of blue satin, covered over 
with stars of diamonds ; a full moon was 
placed in the middle of her back, and a sun 
upon her head, which gave such a lustre, as 
dazzled the eyes of the spectators. When 
she opened the door to go out, she was very 
much surprised to find the Spanish horse 
there; she caressed him, and was overjoyed 
to see him, and mounting on him, appeared 
a thousand times more beautiful than Helen. 
'rhe horse went prancing along, and by the 
noise he made with champing of his bits, made 
Love's Flower and her sister look behind, to 
see who was coming after them; but how 
great was their astoni shment, when they saw 
it was Finetta ! " I protest," said Love's 
Flower to Fair-Night, " 'tis Finetta ;'' and 
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the other was about to make some reply, when 
the horse passing by, dashed them all over 
with dirt; whereupon Fin etta told them, that 
she despised them as they deserved, and so 
put forward. " Certainly,'' said Fair-Night, 
" we dream; who could have furnished her 
with this horse and fine clothes? 'Tis a mir­
acle to me; she will, without dispute, have 
the good fortune to get the slipper, therefore 
it is in vain for us to go any farther.'' 

While they were in the utmost rage and 
despair, Finetta arrived at the palace, where, 
she being taken for a queen, the guards were 
under arms, with drums beating and trum­
pets sounding. She went into the prince's 
chamber, who no sooner set his eyes on her, 
but he was charmed, and wished her foot 
small enough to put on the slipper; which 
she not only did, but also produced the 
fellow to it. Upon which all persons present 
cried, Long live the princess; and the prince 
arose from off his bed, came and kissed her 
hand, and declared to her his passion. As 
soon as the king and queen heard of it, they 
came overjoyed; the queen fluhg her arms 
about her neck, embraced her, and called 
her daughter. The king and queen made 
her great presents, the cannons were fired, 
and there were the most public demonstra­
tions of joy possible. 

The prince desired she would consent to 
his happiness, and that they might be mar-
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ried; but she. refused till she had told them her adventures, which she did in a few words. 'fheir joy was augmented so much the more when they knew her to be a princess by birth ; and, upon acquainting them with the names of her father and mother, informed her that they had deprived them of their kingdoms. As soon as she knew that, she vowed never to give her hand to the prince, unless they were restored· again to their dominions; which the king, her father-in-law, made no scruple to grant. In the mean time, Love's Flower and Fair-Night arrived, and the first news they heard was, that their sister had put on the slipper; at ·which they were so much confus­ed, that they knew not what to say or do, but at last were for going back again ; when she, hearing that they were there, sent for them, and, instead of using them as they deserved, met them, and embraced them, and after­wards presented them to the queen, acquaint­ing her that they were her sisters, for whom she desired she would have some respect. They were so much surprised at their sister's goodness, that they stood speech less ; but upon her telling them that the prince, her spouse would restore the king their father, and send them into their own country, the\'­!e1l on their knees before her, and wept fO'r JOJ. 
The nuptials were celebrated with all the pomp imaginahle. Finetta wrote a letter to 
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her god-mother, which she sent with great 
presents by the Spanish horse, desiring her to 
find out the king and queen, her father and 
~other, and let them know her good fortune, 
and that they might return to their own 
kingdoms; which commission the fairy ac­
quitted herself of, and the king and queen 
were restored to their dominions. Love ,s 
Flower and Fair-Night lived as great and 
happy as they could desire, and became after-

. wards great queens, as well as their sister. 
The morality of this tale is, that while we 

act consistently with virtuous principles, how­
ever misfortunes may attend, yet in the end 
happiness will succeed ; and su h as are good 
will ever meet a just reward. 

THE 

SLEEPING BEAUTY 
IN TI-lE 1¥00D. 

THERE were once upon a time a king and 
queen who had no child, which made them 
very unhappy indeed. But they hoped, by 
some means or other, to have one in time; 
and so they went to consult all the fairies they 
could hear of; and, besides this, they tried 
every thing they could, but in vain. 

M 
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At last, however, notice was given that the 

queen was going to have a child, and soon 
after, indeed, she had a princess. The chris­
tening was the grandest that could be. There 
were only seven fairies in the country, and 
all these were to be he.r godmothers ; so that 
each of them might give her a gift, as it was 
the custom in those days, to make her fortu­
nate and happy all her life. 

'Vhen the baptism was over, all the com­
pany went back to the king's palace, where a 
most noble feast was got ready for them. 
Every one of the fairi es had a golden plate 
set on the table, with a knife, a fork, and a 
spoon, set with diamonds, and all of the finest 
and most curious patterns. 

When the company were going to sit down 
at the tabl <:>, an old fairy came into the room, 
who lived in a tower that she had not come 
out of for fifty years before, so that every bo­
dy thought she was dead long ago; and that 
was the reason why she had not been asked to 
this christening. The king ordered a seat to 
be brought for her, and also a plate, but it 
could not be a go1den one, became only se­
ven of that sort had been made, for the other 
seven fairies. 

As soon as the old fairy saw that lH~r plate 
was not above half so fine as the plates set be­
fore the rest of the fairies, she thought the 
king did not shew hrr proper respect, and she 
muttered that she would have her revenge. 

One of the youu& fairies who sat next to 
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her, and heard what she said, was afraid that 
she would give the little princess some un­
lucky gift. So when she·left the table, she 
went and hid herself behind the window-cur­
tains, that it might come to her turn to speak 
last ; for then she thought she should perhaps 
be able partly to undo the mischief the old 
fairy might have in her head. 

In the mean time, the fairies began to make 
their gifts to the young princess. The first 
said, she should be the most handsome lady 
in all the world; the next said, she should 
have the greatest wit; the third said, she 
should do every thing she took in hand with 
the utmost grace ; the fourth said, she should 
dance so as to delight all who saw her; the 
fifth said, she should sing with the sweetest 
voice that ever was: the sixth said, she should 
play most charmingly on all sorts of music. 

It was the old fairy's turn to speak next ; 
and she came forward, with her head shaking 
all the while, more out of spite than with old 
age, and said, " The gift I bestow on the 
princess shall be, that she shall hurt her hand 
with a spindle, and die of the wound_,, 

This cruel speech made all the company 
tremble, and every body but the old fairy be­
gan to cry and lament. Just at this moment 
the young fairy came out from behind the 
window-curtains, and in a kind voice gave 
them some comfort, by saying, " Do not, 0 
king and queen, be in so much grief for your 

M2 
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daughter ; she shall not die of the wound she is to receive; for, though I am not able to hinder what an older fairy than myself has ordered, yet I can make her spite to be not quite so bad for the princess. Your daughter indeed shall hurt her hand with a spindle; but instead of dying of the wound, she shall only fall into a deep sleep, which shall last for a hundred years, and at the end of that time she shall be waked by a young prince." The king now thought it might perhaps be possible to hinder the accident from happening at all; so he ordered it to be made known every where, that any person who should spin with a spindle, or even keep one in their house, should be put to death. 

About sixteen years after this time, when the king and queen were at one of their pa­laces in the country, it happened that the young princess was one day running from room to room to amuse herself; and at last found her way to a small chamber at the top of a tower, in which an old woman sat spinning with a spindle; for the poor old creature had never heard of the law that had been made against Keeping spindles. 
" What are you doing, Goody ?" said the princess. " I am spinning, my pretty lady,~ answered the old woman ; for she did not know who it was that she was speaking to. " Ah ! how I should like to do such pretty work !'' said the princess: " pray let me try?" She then took the spindle into her hand; but 
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as soon as ever she did so, being very lively 
·and giddy, (and indeed it was ordered so by 
the old fairy), she ran the point of it into her 
hand, and fell dmvn in a sound sleep. When 
the old woman saw this, she was very much 
frightened, and did not know what to do. 
She called out for help, and a great number 
of people came running up stairs. They tlue''' 
cold water on the priucPss's face, cut the lace 
of her stays, and rubbed her hands and tem­
ples with hartshorn; but it was all of no use, 
for she still kept fast asleep. 

In the mean while the king had hcH.rd the 
news, and hastened to the old woman's room; 
but, when he rernembered the spiteful gift 
that the old fairy had made to his daughter, 
he thought it was best to bear it all wi lh pa­
tience, since he could not hinder the will of 
a fa;iry. So he ordered the people to carry 
his daughter to the finest room in the palace, 
and lay her on a bed made of rich silk and 
,•elvet, and adorned with gold and silver. 

\Vben the princess wa~ laid in this place, 
she looked so charming, that she might al­
most have been taken for an angel; for the 
deep sleep that sl1e had fallen into did not 
11Urt her beauty at all. Tl1e colour of het· 
cheeks were still as the finest roses, and her 
lips the reddest coral that ever was seen; and 
the only change was, that her eyes used be­
fore to sparkle like diamonds, but w-ere now 
shut and could not be seen. I~nt still the 
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people that stood round her could hear her 
breathe softly, so that they were quite sure 
that she was not dead, but only asleep, as the 
king had told them. The king ordered that 
no one should disturb her, or try to wake her, 
till the proper time for it should come; though, 
in his own mind, he thought it very hard. and 
cruel that it should be so long first. 

The good fairy., who had saved her life by 
this sleep of a hundred years, was in the king­
dom of Matakin, at the distance of twelve 
thousand leagues, which is thirty-six thousand 
miles, when the princess ran the spindle into 
her hand. But the news of it was carried to 
her in a short time by a dwarf who was her 
friend, and who put on hi3 sevenpleague boots 
to go the journey in. These were boots that 
could stride over seven leagues of ground, or 
twenty-one miles at once. 

As soon as the fairy heard of it, she set off 
in a fiery chariot, drawn by dragons ; and in 
Je.~s than an hour she was in the yard of th e 
king's palace. The king came out to wel­
come her, and help her to get down from her 
chariot ; and then told her what had happen­
ed to the princess. 

The fairy said all that the king Jwd done 
was right; but that it was very likely that 
when the princess waked, she would be fright­
e:~c~d to find herself alone in such a dark old 
palace. After thinking in a few minutes what 
could be done to hinder this, she hit upon a 
way. She touched all the persons in the pa .. 
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lace, except only the king and queen, with 
her wand; and directly the maids of honour, 
governesses, waiting-women, gentlemen of the 
.;:ourt, grooms of the bed-chamber, lords in 
waiting, stewards, cooks, scullions, guards, 
pages, and footman, were all thrown into as 
sound a sleep as the princess herself was in. 

She touched also with her wand all the 
lwrses in the stables ; all the grooms ; all the 
dogs in the stable yard ; and even the prin­
cess's favourite, a little lapdog, who was ly­
ing on the bed by her side. They all fell fast 
asleep, till the time should come for the prin­
cess to wake, when they would be ready at a 

moment's warning to wait upon her. Even 
the very spits in the kitchen, and the part­
ridges and pheasants that were roasting on 
them, as lvell as the fire, were laid asleep; 
and all this was done in a moment, for fairies 
are never long in perform ing their wonders. 

The king and queen now kissed their daugh­
ter t~nderly without waking her, and left the 
palace; and the king gave strict orders, that 
whoever should dare to come near her should 
be put to death. But the king need not have 
tnken this trouble; for in a quarter of an hour 
there sprung up round the palace a vast num­

ber of trees of all sorts and sizes, bushes and 
brambles, all twisting one in the other,' so that 

neither man nor beast could have made a way 
through them. Indeed, nothing but the spires 

of the palace were to be seen over the thick 

wood formed by the trees, and even these on-
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ly at a great distance. The fairy, in doing 
this, no doubt employed the whole skill of her 
art, to keep the princess from the view of all 
the Vl' orld, while her long sleep lasted. 

In the co\Jrse of time the king and queen 
died ; but on their death-bed they trusted that 
the good fairy, who had always yet been so 
kind to their daughter, would keep her pro­
mise in taking care of her still. 

At the end of the hundred years, the son 
of the king who then ruled over the country, 
but who was not of the same family as the 
father and mother of the sleeping princess, 
happened to pass near the palace as he was 
hunting, and asked the people that were along 
with him, who was the owner of this wood, 
and of the building that he saw in the in­
side it. They all told him what they had 
heard about the place. Some of them said 
it was an old castle that was haunted by 
ghosts; others said, that all the witches in 
the country met in it to hold their nightly 
councils: but the most common opinion was, 
that an ogre lived in it, who bid himself 
there, to eat up all the children he ran away 
with; because he could eat them without fear 
there, for no one but himself could get through 
the wood. 

The prince did not know which of these 
stories he should. believe, when an old man 
came up to him, and said, ''May it please 
y.our Royal H ighnes11, I was told more than 
fifty years ago by my father, who heard it 
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from my grandfather, that there was hidden 
in this palace a princess of very great beauty, 
who was condemned by a fairy to sleep a 
hundred years; and was then to be waked by 
a king's son, who was to be her husband. 

The young prince listened to this account 
with surprise, and then thought that he must 
himself be the king'.s son who was to wake 
her as the fairy had said ; and so, pushed on 
by his courage and love, resolved to make 
his way to the palace. · 

As soon as he had reached the wood, he 
found the trees, the bushes, and the brambles, 
move aside of themselves, and let him pass. 
He went on towards the palace, which he saw 
at the end of a long gravel walk, and soon en­
tered it. But he thought it very strange that 
none of the lords nor people that were along 
with him had been able to follow him ; for 
the trees, bushes, and brambles, twisted with 
each other again as soon as ever he had pas­
sed through them. He did not care for this, 
but made the best of his way to the palace; 
for a young prince in love is always brave. 

He came first into a large court, wqere 
every thing he saw was enough to startle the 
stoutest heart' in the world. All the men 
and creatures that the fairy had Iald aBleep 
were stretched along on the ground, and 
seemed as if they were dead ; and there was 
a dreadful silence through all the place. But 
after a little time, he saw by the red faces of 
the men-servants, that they were only asleep; 
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and there were still some beer left in the 
bottom of their cups, so he knew that they 
fell asleep while they were drinking. 

The prince next went through a large court 
paved with marble, which led to a pair of 
stairs. He walked up these, and came to the 
room of the guards; who were all standing 
in ranks with their muskets on their shoul­
ders, and snoring quite loud. He went on 
through a great many other rooms, that were 
full of ladies and gentlemen, some of them sit­
ting at table, and some standing, but all of 
them fast asleep. 

At last he came to a room gilt all over with 
gold, in which was a very grand bed, with the 
curtains drawn back. In this bed he saw a 
young lady about sixteen years of age, more 
beautiful than any thing he had ever beheld, 
lying in a sound sleep; indeed he almost 
thought it was an angel. 

The prince went up close to the bed, but 
trembled at every step he took; and when he 
had looked at her two or three minutes with 
delight and wonder, he could not help falling 
upon his knees to her, as if she had been awake. 

This at once broke the charm that the 
fairy had put upon the princess; and she 
opened her eyes, and cast them on the prince 
with a tender look, as if she had known him 
before, or had seen him in her sleep. '' Is 
it you, my prince?" said she; " what a long 
time you have made me wait for you., 

The prince was in rapture at these words, 
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and still more at the sweet tone of voice that 

she spoke them in; and was at a loss how to 

expreis his joy. He assured her he loved her 

better than he did himself; and he said this 

a thousand times, with a great many other 

things of the same kind. 
The princess, on her part, was quite as much 

pleased as he was ; for though history does 

not speak of any such thing, yet we may very 

well suppose that her good friend the fairy 

had given her the most pleasant dreams in all 

her long sleep. In short, they talked together 

more than four hours, without telling half of 

what they had to say to one another. 
" What a joy, beautiful princess r' said 

the prince, looking at her all the time with 

the utmost tenderness, " what a joy it is to 

be able to do you such a service, to see you 

smile so sweetly, and to be thus made hnppy . 

by your love l to think that the greatest 

princes in the world coulu not have done 

what I have, when I broke the cruel charm 

that laid you in such a long sleep !'' 
'' Ah ! dear prince,'' answered she, " I 

feel that we were made for each other. It 

was you I saw in my dream, it was you who 

kept with me1 and in all my long sleep I 

thought of nobody but yourself. I knew 

very well that the prince who was to wake 

me would be the hamlsomest man in the 

world; that he would love me more than him­

self; and the moment I cast my eyes upon 

you, I knew ·you at once." 
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In the mean while all the lords and ladies, 

and servants who had been laid asleep at the 
same time as the princess, now waked, and 
set about their business; but they were not 
in love, as the princess was, and so they found themselves very hungry, for it was a long time 
indeed since they had tasted any thing. The 
first maid of honour, who '''as as hungry as the rest, even made bold to tell the princess, with­
out being asked, that dinner was ready for her. 

The prince then helped the princess to 
rise. She was ready drest, and in the finest clothes that could be ; but he took care not 
to tell her that they were as old as his great­
grandmother's clothes: and she had even a 
ruff round her neck ; but this did not in the least hurt her beauty. 

He then took her hand, and led her to the room where the dinner was on the table. As 
soon as they had seated themselves, the music, 
which was all placed ready in the gallery at 
the upper end of the room, began to play 
some tunes, which were pretty, though they were now quite old and out of fashion. 

The prince and princess spent the evening 
very much pleased with one an other; and a­
greed that the chaplain should marry them 
that very night. The wedding then took 
place; and the next day the prince took his 
new oride to his father's palace, where her 
beauty and grace gained her the notice and love of the '\-Vhole court. 
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RIQUET WITH THE TUFT. 

THERE was once upon a time a queen, who 
had a little son ; but he had a hump upon his 
back~ which made him be named Riquet with 
the Tuft; and he was besides so very ugly, that 
people hardly knew for a long time whether 
he had the form of a human creature. 

A fairy, who by chance was present at the 
prince's birth, told his parents, that for all his 
ugliness, he would make himself pleasing to 
every one by his great wit and talents; and 
she said too, that this was not all, for she 
would abo bestow on him the power of giv­
ing the very same charms to the person he 
should love best. 

All this was some comfort to the queen, 
who was in great grief at the thought of hav, 
ing brought such a frightful little creature in­
to the world. It is true, as soon as ever he 
began to talk, he said the most charming things 
that could be ; and all that he did was_ in so 
clever and pleasant a manner, as made' ever~ 
body love and admire him. "'· 

N 
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Seven years after this, the queen of another 

kingdom was _brought-to-bed of twin daugh­
ters. The one that was born first was more 
beautiful than the day; ·which caused tbe 
queen so very much joy, that it was like to 
put her health in danger. 

The same fairy, who had been present at 
the birth of little Riquet with the Tuft, 
now chanced to be with this queen also at 
her lying-in; and to lessen the danger of her 
too great joy, she told her that the new-born 
princess should have no sense at all, but be 
as silly and stupid as she was band ome. 

This grieveJ the queen very much; but in 
a few minutes she had a still greater sorrow; 
for the second princess, \vhen born, n·as the 
ugliest little thing that was ever beheld. 

\Vhen the fairy saw the queen's distress at 
this, she said to her: ' I entreat your ma­
jesty, do not thus afllict yourself; your daugh­
ter shall possess so much wit, that nobody 
will perceive her want of beauty.' 

' 'l'his would be a grent comfort to me, 
indeed,' replied tLe qucet! ; <but callnot you 
be..., tow a small sbare of the same cbm mir.6 
ta!c11t on tbe prince~s who i.-) L<•au~iful ~· 

' Tbi- is not in my JlO'.\ nr,' rl'plic-'d tl e 
fai1y; 'I cannot medtllC' with h(·l' tnind, but 
I can do all I plea~e with re spect to ller 
l1eauty; anrl ther<:fore, as there is no'hing 
that I would not clo for yo11r sake, I \ ill be­
~tow on l1er for a gift_, ti1at she shall be ab!~ 
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to make tl1e person whom she loves as hand­
some as she pleases.' 

As the two young ladies grew up, notbing 
was talked of but the beauty of the eldest, 
and the wit and talents of the youngest. It 
is true, their defects grew in the same degree ; 
for the youngest became every day more ugly, 
and the eldest more senseless and stupid; 
she either did not reply at all to the questions 
that were asked of her, or spoke in as silly a 
manner as could be. She was so very awk­
ward too, that if she had to place half-a­
dozen tea-cups on the chimney-piece, she was 
sure to break one of them ; or if she tried to 
drink a glass of water, she spilt half of it up-
on her clothes. · 

Though beauty is a great charm to a young 
lady, yet the youngest princess was thought 
more of by every one than the eldest. 'l'o 
be sure, people went first to the eldest to see 
and admire her; but they soon left her, to 
hear the clever and pleasant talk of her sister: 
so that in less than a quarter of an hour the 
eldest always found herself alone, \vhile all 
the strangers got as near as they could to the 
youngest. 

Though the eldest was very stupid, yet 
she minded all this, and would gladly have 
parted with her beauty to gain but half the 
wit of her sister. The queen, for all her 
good nature, could not help scolding her now 
and then for being so stupid; 1vhich made 
t he poor princess ready to die of grief. 
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One day having walked to a wood not far 

off, where she might sit down and cry at her 
ease for her hard fate without being seen, she 
saw a young man of small size, and very ugly, 
coming near to her; he was at the same time 
finely dressed. This was the young Prince 
Riquet with the Tuft, who had fallen deep­
ly in love with this princess from the por­
traits he had every where seen of her, and 
had now left his father's kingdom to have the 
pleasure of seeing and talking to her. 

He was charmed at meeting her alone, and 
went up to her, and spoke to her with great 
:respect. Finding, after the first compliments 
were over, that she seemed very mournful, 
he said, ' I cannot think, madam, how a 
lady with so much beauty as you have, can 
be so unhappy; for though I can boast of 
having seen a great number of handsome 
ladies, none of them could in the smallest 
degree compare with you., 

' You are pleased to flatter me,· replied 
the princess, without saying a word more. 
'Beauty,' answered Riquet with the Tuft, 
' is so great a charm, that it supplies the 
place of every thing else; and she who owns 
so great a blessing, ought to be careless of 
every kind of misfortune: 

' I would much rather; said the princess, 
'be as ugly as you are, and possess wit, than 
have the beauty you praise, and be such ~ 
fool as I am : 
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'Nothing, madam,' replied the prince, 'is 

~ surer mark of good sense, than to belie\·e 
ourselves in want of it: indeed, the more 
s;ense we possess, the plainer \Ve see how 
much we fall short of being perfect.' 

' I know nothing of vd1at you are talking 
of,' answ·ered the princes-s, ' I only know 
that I am very foolish, and that is the cause 
of my grief.' 

' If this is aU that makes you unhappy, 
madam,' said the prince, 'I can very soon put 
an end to that sorrow.' 

' By wllat means, pray?' asked the prin­
cess . 

'I have the power,' said Riquet with the 
Tuft, ' to bestaw as much wit as I please on 
the person I am to love best in the world ; 
and as that person can be no other, madam, 
than yourself, it depends only on your own 
will to be the wittiest lady upon tbe earth. 
I shall ask of you in return but one thing; 
\vhich is, that you \"tri ll con sent to marry me.~ 

'fhe princess looked at him with great sur .. 
prise, but did not speak a word. 

' 1 see,' added lliquct, 'that my offer makes 
you uneasy, ann I do not wonder at it; I 
will, therefore, give you a whole year to think 
of what answer you will give me.' 

The princess was so :very stupid and silly, 
at the same tjme so much wished to be witty, 
that she resolved to accept the offer made her 
by Prince Itiquet with the Tuft; she even 

N3 
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th6ught a whole year a very long time, and 
would gladly have made it shorter if she cquld. 
She therefore told the prince she would mar~ 
ry him on that day twelvemonth; as soon as 
she had spnken these words, she found her· 
self quite .another creature: she said every 
thing .she wished, not only with the greatest 
ease; but in the most graceful manner. She 
at once took share in a pleasing discourse 
with the prince; in which she showed her­
self so witty, that Riquet began to fear he 
had given her more of the charming talent, 
for which she so much longed, than he had 
kept to himself. 

When the princess went back to the palace, 
the whole court was thrown into the utmost 
surprise, at the sudden change they found in 
her; for every thing she now said, was as 
clever and pleasing as it had before been stu­
pid and foolish. 

The joy of this e\rent was the greatest ever 
knmvn throughout the court; the youngest 
princess was the only person who did not share 
in it; for as her wit no longer served to set 
her above the beauty of her sister, she now 
seemed to every one a most ugly and fright­
ful creature. 

The news of this great cl1ange being every 
where talked of, it soon reached the ears of 
the princes in other kingdoms; who a1J has­
tened to gain her favour, and demand her fo:r 
a wife. 
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But the princess would hardly listen to what 

they had to say; as not one of them had wit 

enough to make her think of his offer for a 

moment. 
At last there came a prince so great, so rich, 

so witty, and so handsome, that she could 

not help feeling a great liking for him. ~Vhen 

the king, her father, saw this, l1e told her she 

had only to choose for a husband whom she 

liked best, and that she might be sure of his 

consent to her marriage. 
As the most sensible persons are always the 

most careful how to resolve in such serious 

matters, the princess, after thanking her fa­

ther, begged him to allow her time to think 

of what she should do. 
Soon after this, the princess chanced in her 

walks to wander towards the very wood in 

which she had met Hjquet with the Tuft; 

and 'rVishing to be free from disturbance, while 

thinkiug of her new lo\'er, she strolled a good 

way into it. 
When she had walked about for some time, 

she heard a great noise under ground, like 

the sound of many persons running backwards 

and forwards, and busy on some great affair. 

After listening for a moment, she heard dif­

ferent voices: one said, 'Bring me that kettle;' 

another said, ' Fetch the great boiler;· an­

other, 'Put some coals on the fire: At the 

same moment the ground opened, and the 

princess saw, with the greatest wonder, a 
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large kitchen filled with vast numbers, and 
every sort of thing fit for making ready a noble 
dinner; some had ro1ling-pins, and were mak­
ing the most dainty sorts of pastry; others 
·were beating the syllabubs and turning the 
custardB ; and at one end of the kitchen she 
saw at least twenty men-cooks, all busy in 
trussing different sorts of the finest game and 
poultry, and singing all the time as merry as 
cou lcl be. 

The princess, in the utmost surprise at 
what she beheld, asked them to whom they 
belgngecl. 

' To Prince Uiquct with the Tuft·, madam,' 
saicl the head cook, 'it's his wedding-dinner 
we are making ready: 

The princess was now in still greater sur­
prise than before; but in a moment it came 
iuto her mind, that thiswa just tlte daytwelve. 
month on \vhich she had promised to marry 
Prince !liquet. \'Vhen she thou6bt of this, 
she \vas ready to sink on the ground. The 
r easo n of her not thinking of it !Jcf'orc wa", 
that when she m'1cle the promise to the prince 
she was qu~te silly; and the wit which the 
prince had given to her, had made her forget 
all that had happeued to her before. 

She tried to walk away from the place, but 
had not gone twenty steps, when sbe saw 
H iquet ·with the Tuft before her, dressed fine­
ly, in the grandest ''"edding-suit that ever was seen. 
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'You see, madam,' said he, 'that I l1ave 

kept my promise strictly; and I dare say you 
are come for the same purpose, and to make 
me the most happy of men.' 

' I must confess,' replied the princess, 
' that I have not yet made up my mind on 
that subject ; and also, that I fear I can never 
consent to what you desire.' 

'You quite surprise me, madam,' answer­
ed Prince Riquet. 

' That I can easily believe,' replied the 
princess, ' and to be sure I should he greatly 
at a loss what to say to you, if I did not 
know that you possess the best sense in the 
world. If you were a silly prince, you would 
say, "the promise of a princess should not 
be broken, a11d therefore you must marry 
me.'' But you, Prince Riquet, who have so 
much more sense than any body else, wil1, I 
hope, excuse me for what I have said. 

' You cannot forget, that when I was on1y 
a silly stupid princess, I would not freely 
consent to marry you; how therefore, now 
that I am blessed with sense, and for that 
reason must of course be the more hard to 
please, can you expect me to choose the 
prince I would not then accept ? 

' If you really wished to marry me, you 
did very wrong to change me from the most 
silly creature in the world to the most witty, 
so as to make me see more plainly the faulls 
of others: 
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'If, madam,' replied Riquet with tlte Tuft, 

'you would think it right in a prince without 
.sense to blame· you for what you have said, 
wby should you deny to me the same power, 
in an affair in which the welfare of my whole 
life is at stake? Is it just, that persons of sense 
should be worse treated than those who have 
none? 

' Can you, my princess, who are now so 
very clever, and who so much wished to be 
so, indeed resolve to treat me jn this manner? 
But let us reason upon it a little : Is there 
any thing in me besides my being ugly that 
you dislike? Do you object to my birth, my 
sense, my temper, manners, or rank r' 

' No ; none of these,' replied the princess; 
I dislike nothing in you but your being so 
very ugly.' 

' H that is the case,' answered Riquet, 'I 
shall soon be the most happy man alive; for 
you, princess, have the power to make me as 
handsome as you please.' 

'How can tbat be?' asked tbe princess. 
'Nothing nwre is wanting; said H.iquet, 

' than that yot~ should love me \vel! enough 
to wish me to be handsome. In short, my 
charming pnnces , I must inform you, that 
the same fairy, who at my birth was plea eel 
to bestow upon me the gift of makiug the 
lady I loved best as witty as I plea ed, was 
present also at yours, and gare to you the 
power of making him w I om you should love 
best as handsome as you plea ed.' 
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' If this is the case,' said the princess, ' I 

wish you with all my heart, to be the handsomest 
prince in the world; and as much depends 
upon me, I bestow on you the gift of beauty.' 

As soon as the princess had done speaking, 
Riquet with the 'l'uft seemed in her eyes the 
most handsome, the best shaped. and most 
pleasing person that she bad ever Leheld. 

Some people thought that this great change 
in the prince was not brought about by the 
gift o~ the fairy, but that the Jove which the 
princess felt for him was the only cause of it; 
and in their minds, the princess thought so 
much of tbe good-faith of her lover, of his 
prudence, and the goodness of his heart an(l 
mimi, that she no long·er thought of either 
his being so ugly in his face, or so crooked in 
his shape. 

The hump on his back, such people thought, 
nmv seemed to her to be nothing more than 
the easy gait in which men of rank someti;11es 
indulge themselves; and his lameness seemed 
a careless freedom' that was very graceful ; 
the squinting of his eyes, in those of the 
princess, did but make them seem more spark­
ling- ar:d nwre tender; ·and his thick red nose, 
in her mind, gave a manly and warlike air to 
his whole frice. 

Let this 1Je as it may, the princess promised 
to marry Prince Riquet with the Tuft direct­
ly, if he could obtain the consent of the kiHg 
her fr.ther. 
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When the kin-g was told, that his daughter 

felt a great esteem for Riquet with the Tuft, 
as he had already heard of the goodness of 
the heart and mind of that prince, he agreed 
with pleasure to have him for a son-in-law; 
so that next day, as the prince had long hop­
ed for~ he was married to the beautiful and 
no less witty princess. 

THE MAGIC LEGACY. 

A cEnTAIN king had one son, named Alindor, 
whom he had made an accomplished prince. 
A few minutes before his death, which took 
place after a long illness, he addressed him in 
the following words:-

' Son, the spirits of my ancestors beckon 
me to them; I am aged, and it is time I shloud 
make room for thee. The crown which I 
bequeath, has been a burden to my head. 
Thou, my son, will wear it with joy and ho· 
nour. Know, that I have long possessed a 
treasure, which enchantment has prevented 
me from enjoying; but nothing restricts thee 
from the use of it. Take this key, and open 
a chest that thou wilt find buried beneath the 
fountain before the eastern front of thy palace. 
Possess thyself, as soon as I am in the land 
of spirits, of this inestimable prize, and let 
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justice and generosity guide thee in the ap­

plication of it. Once more ern brace me, and 

receive the last breath of thy expiring father 

in a prayer for thy prosperit.v .' 
'Vith these words the old King breathed 

his last. Alindor, sunk in dePp grief, hun g 

long, sorrowing over the lifeless corp$e. His 

grief was genuine, and flowerl from the sen­

sibility of a tender and grateful heart. 
He caused his father to be interred with 

pomp suited to his worth, and fulfillecl ev~ry 

duty to his remains. He then set fifty la.­
bom·ers to dig under the fountain, which was 

constructed of enormous masses of marble, 

thnt rendered the work slo w of e:xecution. 

At length, after some weeks labour, a vault 

was discovered many feet under the earth. 
The prince, whom curiosity often led to 

inspect the industry of the workmen, was 

present when it was broken. All that it was 

found to contain was a chest of ebon v, which 
Alindor, to his amazement, found "so light, 

that he could raise it in his arms, and carry it 
without diificultv. 

,/ 

But what a new shock to the expectations 

of the prince, when, on opening the chest, he 

found nothing but an empty leather purse, a 

horn of metal, and a girdle of coarse hair. 

I-Jis sudden disappointment was so great, that 

he stood for some time motionless, med •U1ting 

in silent agony on the insulting moc:kery of 

his fatl1er. 
0 
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Alindor examined the chest with more at­

tention, and in one corner discovered a roll 
of parchment, on which he read these words:­

' When thou hast need of gold, open the 
p~rse, and thou wilt find vvhatever thou hast 
occasion fOi·. 

' If soldiers be necessary to thee, blow the 
horn three times, and an army will stand up at 
thy comma11d, whom thou mayest dismiss with 
a word. 

' W ouldst thou be transported from one 
place to another, gird thyself with the belt, 
and it will convey thee instantly to the place 
where thou wishest. 

' These, wisely employed, may make thee 
the most powerful of monarchs; but be care­
ful to preserve them; for they will possess the 
same virtues in the hands of another; and 
what may conduce to thy prosperity may also 
be employed for thy destruction.' 

The son of a poor king, debarred from the 
magnificence of his rank, will de ire gold: 
and gold was ac-cordingly the first wisl of 
Alindor. The purse was required to do it~ 
office; and scarcely had the young king open­
ed it with the wish, than it S\-Yelled in his 
hands to such a bulk and weight, that he was 
constrainPcl to let it fall to the floor, whiclt 
\-vas covered with gold of every species. 

The prince then blO\ving the enchanted 
horn inconsiderately, be found 1 im elf sur­
rounded ' r.ith soldiers, who disappeared at his 
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q_rder. These proofs satisfied him, that his 
girdle would not fail when brought to a trial, 
and he soon found occasion to employ it. He 
had long languished with a secret passion for 
Zenomia, the daughter of a califf. Zenomia 
was selfish, vain, haughty, and ambitious, 
but, at the same time, an admirable creature ; 
since in beauty and accomplishments she was 
unrivalled among her sex. 

Zemonia~s beauty, which was the more se­
ductive, as she knew how to vary it '"'ith e­
very form of sentiment, held a crowd of young 
princes in her chains. Alindor sighed in so· 
litude for her, while his richer rivals, by mag­
nificent offerings, openly contended for her 
favour. That he had never declared his love, 
proceeded from his inability to support an ex­
pense equal to his rivals, and he felt that, in 
courage, address, and personal accomplish­
ments, he was inferior to none. This made 
him confide in his power to attract the atten­
tion of Zenomia, if he were enabled to pre­
sent himself with suitable splendour. 

The treasure which he possessed in the 
magic purse, now furnished him with the means 
of surpassing every competitor in expense. 
As soon as he entered the realms of the calift~ 
he spared no cost to extend the fame of his 
wealth and liberality. His entrance into the 
capital excited the amazement of the people, 
and his appearance at court awakened the 

02 
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Jealousy of all the rival princes, who dreaded 
in him a formidable antagonist. 

The cal iff and his consort, encour3.ged the 
addresses of so rich a monarch to the1r daugh­
ter, and Zenom ia gradually displayed a mark­
ed preference for him 0\·er his rivals. Alin­
dor was lJene\'olent, sincere, and consequent­
ly unsuspicious and credulous; he thought 
himself master of the princess's heart, when, 
in fact, he had only excited her avarice and 
vanity. 

The violence of his passion at length brought 
from him a formal declaration, when his ef­
forts to please her had seemed to render her 
peculiar! y favourable to him. 

' How canst thou expect acceptance of my 
lo\'e ?' said the princess, ' v;hen it is too 
plain thou hast repo ed no confidence in me: 
The title thou hast assumed is an imposition; 
5ince the petty kin gdom, of which thou callest 
thy self the ruler, could never suffice for thy 
prdusion In short, prince, there is some­
wlu~ t mysterious in your appearance, which 
must be explailled before I can make any an­
swel to your offers.' 

Alindor protested, that his name and title 
were what he professed them; and as Zenomia 
was still incredulous, and persisted to main­
tain the c'"mtrary, to remove from himself 
the ttnjust su picion, the too ingenious prince 
rerealtd to l1is beloved fair the secret source 
of his riches 
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Zenomia was not content with his as~ur­

ance; she would see the purse, and make ex­

periment of its virtues. 
Alindor long refused to part, for a moment, 

with so inestimable a treasure, the care of 

which had been so solemnly enjoined on him 

by his father ; but Zenomia's reproaches, and 

insinuating entreaties, at length triumphed 

over I1is constancy, and he gave the purse, 

reluctantly, in to her hands. 
No sooner was it in her power, than she 

flew out of the apartment, and shut the door 

on the prince; who, considering her only in 

a jest, expected her return with impatience, 

but without uneasiness.. 
After some time, a slave came in the name 

of the princess, to thank him for the present, 

and announce to him, that Zenomia, in com­

pany ·with the cal iff and her mother, \Yas about 

to set off for one of their country palaces. 

The plot now stood revealed to the prince, 

and he saw tbat the father, mother~ and daugh­

ter, had been engaged in a conspiracy to plun­

der him. He had no resource, but to return 

to his kingdom for the most potent of his fa­

ther's gifts, to revenge the injury, and to ob­

tain restitution of what had been so treacher­

ously won from him. In two months he ap­

peared before the capital of the califf, pro­

vided with his horn and girdle. No sooner 

had be given three blasts, than an army of 

fifty thousand men stood at each of the four 
03 
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gates of the city, while a large body of 
horsemen scoured the country. Amazement 
and fear seized the inhabitants; none thought 
oi attacking, or '"'ere prepared for resi~tance; 
they lhrew themselves at the mercy of the 
v1ctor, aml the califf sought to save himself 
and fmnily Ly flight. 

Tbe fngitiv~s were intercepted by the 
prince's cavalry, and brought captives into 
the tellt of Alindor. 

Zenomia wiped away tl1e tears that dim­
n1ed her eyes, and reco,gnized Alindor, whom 
his helmet and arms -bad at first concealed 
from the knowledge of the califf and herself. 

~ Sc~ncely can I trust my eyes,, said she, 
'whe~ I behold in thee, prince, the disturb­
er of our peace, and the ravager of our city 
and empire. Alas! I see, thRt thy vows of 
love and esteem were words devoid of senti­
ment! Sh~me on thee,, proceedeu she, scornful­
ly,' wlw to reven ge a woman's frolic, ·wastes 
kingdon1s, and, swo1 (l in hand, assails his 
n:Jislress ! Blush, prillce, this conduct dis­
graces you.' 

Zenomia concluded Iter address with a voice 
of such tenderness, that Alin(lor, ''~'holly sub­
dued, cast himself at her feet, and swore 
with the most solemn imprecation , to di band 
his troops, and think no mere of Yengeance, 
as soon as his purse was restored to him. 

' Here is the unhappy ca : e of ali this 
mischief,, said she, throwiug a leathern purse 
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to him, 'receive the fatal treasure, of the 
possessjon of which thou art so jealous. Take 

it, and know tlwt I feel no more pain in part­
ing with it, than I do in flying a lover whose 

humours are so impetuous and fatal!' 
Alindor lost all government of himself; he 

mistook the reproaches of Zenomia for offend­

ed love, and fancying he had really possessed 

the princess's heart, the fear of having lost 

her esteem drove him almost to desperation. 

He would willingly, to excuse llimself, rather 

by actions than words, have made a voluntary 

offering of the purse to Zenomia, had she 
deigned to wait his answer; hut with the last 

words she had retired hastily from his pre­

sence. 
1\lindor now turned to the califf, and con­

jured him to reconcile him with the princess. 

He dismissed his army, which, during this 

time, had collected about his tent, and which 

lH~ annihilated by a word. The cal iff thanked 

the prince for i1is generosity, and besought 

him to accompany him to the city, where a 

banquet should solemnize the peace, and con­

sign all enmity to oblivion. 
He nO'.Y renewed with more fervour his 

vows of lo\'e, and his wis4 to possess the 

heart of the princess. 
'Willingly,' said she, ' would I obey a 

voice that speaks too eloquently for thee in 

my heart, were not thy power so tremen­

dous. I shudder .at the thought of belonging 
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to a tpan, who stands in such close relation 
to supernatural beings. Disclose to me the 
means by which thou hast brought so innu­
merable a host before our gates, 'ere we knew 
of thy arrival. Explain to me the possibility 
of su ch a surprise, which is not less miracu­
lous than the sudden disappearance of so rnany~ 
,V; !Ol11 I myself saw vanish into air in an in­
slant. Speak, prove thyself of a mortal na­
ture like myself, that I may not be weighed 
down with thy superiority, and from that 
moment I will chase awe and terror from my 
soul, and all within me shall be Love's and 
Alindor'~.' 

Zenomia uttered these words with so true 
a tone of affection and tenderness, that the 
prince consented to gratify her curiojty. He 
produced his magic horn, and informed Ze­
nomia of the manner and effect of its opera­
tion. The artful beauty soon found means 
to gain this precious instrument ; a·nd as soon 
as it was in her hands, she gave three blasts, 
and in an instant an army, that filled the pa­
lace, attended her orders. Alindor's confi­
dence in his beloved was so entire, and his 
shame of his former distrust was so great, 
that he had not the least suspicion of any in­
sidious design, and he only regretted th~ a­
larm and confusion which her inconsiderate 
experiment might cause in the city. He re­
quested her to dismiss the magic host into 
air, when, to his amazement and horror, the 
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princess, instead of listening to his words, 
turned to the nearest soldiers, and bade them 
seize the prince, and convey him to her fa­
ther. 

Fortunately Alindor had girded himself, he­
neath his robe, with the magic belt ; and this, 
with his first wish, transported him instanta­
neously to his own kingdom. His indigna­
tion was so incensed at this second deceit of 
his perfidious mistress, that he vowed eternal 
hatred, and menaced the most severe ven­
geance on her head. But what words can 
speak his phrenzy, when recurring to his 
purse to replenish his exhausted coffers, he 
found it remain empty. Then, on closer in­
spection, he found it totally dlfferent from his 
own, and he perceived the black fraud and 
perfidy of Zenomia. 

Stung by resentment, he was not long in in­
venting the plan of his revenge, and the means 
of executing it were found in the magic girdle, 
the sole ren1aining and apparently most worth­
less iegacy of his father. On this he reposed 
all his hopes of restitution and vengeance ; 
and waiting only for midnight, he hound the 
girdle about his waist, and wished himself in 
the princess's apartment. 

The belt fulfilled its office in an instant,' 
and placed him beside the couch of hrs 
false mistress, who, sunk in a sound sleep, ap­
prehended nothing from her enraged lover. 

Alindor's design had been to surpris~ Ze 
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nomia during her sleep, to extort from l1er, 
by menaces of instant death, his magic purse 
and horn; then by means of the latter to collect 
a numerous army, and carry away the califf 
with his perfidious family captives. But the 
poor prince soon felt that the execution of 
this splendid scheme was impossible, and he 
renounced a triumph for which his too weak 
and susceptible heart incapacitated him. The 
charms of ·his false, but beautiful Zenomia, 
whom he saw by the lightof a lamprecliningbe­
fore him, more enchanting and irresistible than 
ever, and \Yhom he contemplated too long to 
remain constant to his design, raising his pas­
sion in full force, made him forget his wrongs, 
and left him no care but to excuse his teme­
rity. A deep sigh, which stole from his lips, 
disturbed her; she leaped terrified from the 
sofa, and cried aloud for help. Alindor em­
braced her, and besought her to be tranquil. 

' Who art thou, rash man ?' exclaimed 
Zenomia, struggling to extricate herself~ 
'what means thy insolence? unhand me!' 

' Forgive my temerity, Zenomia,' said the 
prince, 'as I forgive thee greater offences. 
I conjure thee to banish every fear, and give 
me a patient audience.' 

Zenomia now recollected the voice and 
features of her injured lover, foreboded his de­
sign, and pre,rented his occlarations, by thus 
addressing him: ' I am culpable, prince, I 
own. I urged too far the proud desjgu of 
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robbing you of every thing, that from my 

hand you might receive all. You have mis­

taken my sentiments, and must have argued 

meanly of me. I will not now inquire by 

what new charm you have penetrated through 

the numerous guards of my palace: I revere 

the mysterious powers that obey you, and 

search not into their ways. Yet you need 

not their assistance to recover your treasures, 

before morning they shall be restored. But 

prince,' continued she, with a tone of in sin u­

ating tenderness, ' there is a reparation ow• 

ing me, which, if thou hast ever loved me, 

thou wilt not scrupl e to acquit thyself of. 

Thou hast endangered my honour, and ex­

posed my name to calumny, by this intrusion 

into my apartment; from this hour thou art 

my husband, and to-morrow must solemnize 

our nuptials.' 
' Is it possible; cried Alindor, 'that thou 

canst return my rashness with such genero­

sity? Y es , beloved Zenomia, I an1 thine, and 

nothing henceforth shall disturb our harmo­

ny.' 
Zenomia, meanwhile observed his girdle, 

whose shaggy texture rendered it sufficiently 

perceptible on the silken robe which the 

prince wore beneath, and her penetration 

suggested to her that some new magic was 

concerned with this uncouth ornament. Hop­

ing to 'vin the secret from ber lover, she loosed 

the belt g radually from his waist; and when 
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she had so far effected her purpose, that an­other touch would detach it, she drew back, in the midst of a tender address of the prince, 
pr~tending to have been hurt by some part of his apparel. She now feigned to perceive the magic girdle, anq ridiculing it for its un­graceful appearance, begged him to divest himself of so odious an ornament. 

'Do not despise this belt; replied Alindor, ' of all the wonders I possess it is the most precious. To this girdle I owe all the hap­piness of my future life.' 
'l'o support his words, Alindor related how he had made a journey of many weeks, by means of this girdle, in an instant: and un­suspectingly informed her, it had the virtue of transporting him wheresoever he wou1d. No sooner was the artful Zeno~11ia ac­quainted with the precious secret, than she ap­proached the amorous prince, thre\Y 1 im off his guard by her caresses, and loosed from his body the girdle, which now scarcely hung to his side. Instantly binding it round her waist, she wished herself con veycd to the califf's apartment, and vanished in a mo­ment "from the arms of her deluded 1_,\·er. 

Alindor's astonishment at this trenc!Jery was so great, that he lost all consciousnes!<, and was near falling into the hands of the guards, whom she J:ad despatchul to t ize . him. Fortunately the rattling of tlH.: g~tes awaked him frc~m the stnpefuction ill ·which 
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the base perfidy of the princess had left him, 
and he had just time to save himself by a stair .. 
case that led into the gardens. 

Death was his sole wish; and to rid him­
self of life, which had become insupportable 
to him, he sought the haunts of lions and ti­
gers, to find in their fangs refuge from the 
thoughts of a mistress more inhuman than all 
the savages of the wild. 

For two days he wandered about the rough 
cliffs of a horrid wilderness, to meet that 
cleath which he could never find. Fatigued 
beyond sufferance, and tormented by the 
most raging thirst and hunger, he resolved 
to terminate all his miseries; and accordingly, 
mounting to the summit of the steepest pre­
cipice, he threw himself headlong down. 
The fall mu st have proved immediate death 
to him, had not his robe caught in the pro­
jecting branch of a tree. This broke the 
force of his fall, and let him down gently on 
a bed of moss, that preserved him free from 
any fracture; but he had lost his breath and 
sense during the fall, and he lay some time 
motionless on the ground. 

\tVhen his r~ason returned, he found him­
sel tormented by such a burning thirst, that 
he strove to raise himself from the earth, that 
he might search for some spring water; but 
all his struggles were ineffectual, and he seem­
ed held to the ground by some vast weight. 
Looking for the impediment that restrained p . . . 
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l1im, he perceived that a vast branch, which 
he had by the violence of his fall detached 
from the tree, lay under him, and was en­
tangled with his garment. With joy he saw 
the branch covered with ripe figs of extraor­
dinary size and beauty. He gathered some, 
and devoured them with avidity. 

Scarcely had the prince appeased his thirst 
with the delicious fruit, than he was disturb­
ed in his enjoyment by a frightful prodigy. 

With every fig he had eat,en, his nose ex­
tended itself the length of a thumb; but oc­
cupied with the cravings of hunger and thirst, 
he did not remark the deformity, till the dis­
proportion was monstrous. He observed it 
with amazement, but without terror, and al­
most with indifference. ' Perhaps; said he, 
it is a brand of ignominy for my folly and 
creel ulit y, in losing the precious donation£ of 
my father. 

During these reflections, the prince \\·an­
dered about the valley, into which h~ had 
precipitated himself, in search of an outlet. 
Noontide advanced, the sun shot more burn­
ing rays, and ALindor's thirst returned on him 
with new fury. Happily he heard the gush­
ing of water, and pcrceiin1g a spring, he lay 
down beside it, to drink with more facility 
the clear liquid. HP swallowed the coul wa. 
ter out of his palms for w~nt of a better cup, 
nnd observed, that witl1 e\·ery draught, th~ 
:1-wnstrous exuberance of hi no~e dimiuish <> tL 
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He profited by the discovery, nnd continued 
his draughts till his deformed feature had re­
covered its natural dimensions. 

This unexpected good fortune inspired him 
with a transient joy, which nothing can ex­
tinguish wholly in the human breast, and again 
revived his hopes. ~'feditating on the possibili­
ty of regaining his lost treasures, the ludicrous 
accident that had befallen his countenance 
suggested to him a stratagem which promised 
to restore his losses, and revenge him on his 
false mistress. 

Alindor delayed not an instant the execu­
tion of his plan. He broke off a branch of 
the finest figs, and returning to the spring 
with an earthen vessel, which he procured 
from a forester, he filled it with the miracu­
lous water. Exchanging his rich vestments 
for a dress of inferior stuff, he entered the 
city in the disguise of a peasant, bearing his 
figs neatly disposed in a basket, and proceed­
ed with them to the palace of the califf. 

As the fruit was of uncommon beauty, 
they were immediately purchased for the table 
of the sultaness and her daughter. 

Alindor retired hastily from the palace, 
when the bargain was concluded, and disguis­
ing himself anew in a long beard and a black 
mantle, he hired a house in one of the sub­
urbs, and assumed the character of an Egyp­
tian physician. The mother and daughter~ 
allured by the delicious flavour of the fruit, 
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devOt~red it with an eagerness, that did not 
suffer them to perceive its consequences, till 
the noses of both were enlarged to an enor­
mous bulk of deformity. Each perceived ihe 
alteration in herself and in the other, at the 
same moment, and both burst out in exclama,. 
tions of .surprise and horror. . 

Mother and daughter ran affrighted to a 
mirror, and, s.eeing their faces thus hideous­
ly disfigured, brought all their attendants 
about them with their lamentations. The 
rumour of this miraculous event spread thrq• 
the whole palace, and the califf came to sa­
tisfy himself of this extraordinary incident. 

The califf summoned all the most celebra­
ted physicians of his capital, and prorpised a 
kingly recompence to him who should re­
lieve his wife and daughter from their odious 
inc4mbrances. After long consultations, it 
was unanimously agreed, that the misfortune 
was not to be relieved by medicine, and that 
as its cause was not in natural circumstance&, 
neither w~s its remedy in nature. 

Alindor now thought it time to hasten the 
progress of his stratagem. He accordingly 
ann_ounced himself as a sage, experienced in all 
the mysteries of medicine, and he boasted of 
.possessing a p1agical secret, of infallible effi­
cacy, to restore the princesses to their pris­
tine beauty. 

· · He was received with every mark of re&­
pect~' apd an apartment was assigned hill\ 
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in the palace, that he might be nearer llis 
patients. 

The water from the fount, of which he had 
made in his mvn case the successful experi. 
ment, effected on the sultaness all she could 
wish . Her nose was redu~ed with every 
draught, and it depended on the prince alone, 
to have at once freed her from the loathsome 
incumbrance; but he purposely delayed the 
accomplishment of her cure, to give it great-
€r value from its apparent difficulty. · 

'''hen the cure was perfected, and he had 
no longer an excuse for dt:ferring to devote 
ltis labour to the princes£, A!indor one 
morning was introduced to her ap2.rtment, 
and addressed her in these words:-

' Your aspect, princess, moves me at once 
to mirth and compassion. Should you ever 
appear with this frightful proboscis in the 
world, will it not be thought you are decend­
cd from an elepltant? Of what use are your 
graces, now ~hat this monstrous redundance 
.counteracts the lustre of your complexion 
and the splendour of your eyes? The wretches 
whom you once subjected to your caprice by 
the magic of your beauties, now tri urn ph· in 
their turn, and deride your deformity. · But· 
compose your anguish; your mother ceases 
to be an object of horror, and perhaps by the 
success of my efforts you may be so ·no longer~") 
rrhen, after pronouncing many strange words ~ 
and using various gestures, he administe1 e.d ,,. 

p 3 . . 



178 
to h~r a cup of common water, which was 
of no use, but only served to irritate the 
hopes of the princess. Feigning surprise 
and disappointment, at the failure of his pre ... 
t.ended medicine, he prepared another cup of 
the same potent remedy, into which, to ren .. 
der it still more infallible, he pressed the 
juice of some flowers and herbs, amidst a 
multitude of magical ceremo.nies, and this the 
princ~ss was directed to drink with her face 
turned towards the east. 

The nose of the princess ~vas not lessened · 
a bair~s breadth by this tantalizing process. 

Zenomia was in the utmost despair, and 
the pretended sage confessed himself embar .. 
rassed at the failure of his remedies. He re .. 
tired with the assurance, that he would re .. 
new his endeavours the ensuing morn. 

Alindor repeated three clays successively 
this pantomime, till the anguish and tears of 
the princess had become almost insupport­
oble. He then appointed the hour of mid­
Bight for a grand and final attempt. 

Zenomia waited the instant of his arrin1l 
with the most agonizing palpitations. It 
was now to be decided, whether she should re­
main a monster, or sho\lld be again the most 
beautiful of creatures. Her whole soul hung 
on the event; she received the a trologer with 
1 Pars in her eyes, and conjured him to ex­
haust all his skill, to free her from so hatrfu! 
a deformitv . . 
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' If the magnificent re1vanls promised by 

my father be insufficient to excite your dili­

gence and ardour, know; said she, ' that I 
possess treasures of inestimable value, with 

which, on the instant you effect my cure, I 
will demonstrate to you my gratitude." 

' I am familiar with the promises of the 
sick,' said the false physician, with indif­

ference and coldness, 'and know how little 

we can trust to their performance.' 
Zenomia, without answering, stept into 

l1er chamber, and returned to the sage with 

her magic purse, together with the horn and 
girdle, that she might excite his avarice and 

establish his confidence in her. 
'These three insignificant utensils,, said 

she, ' possess such miraculous virtues, that it 
depends only on my use of them, to become 

the richest and most powerful of all mortals. 
l'~rom this instant they are your own, and I 
will instruct you to employ them, when you 

have restored me to my proper form., 
' l need not thy directiOns,' interrupterl 

Alindor, throwing away his disguise, and 

seizing the precious prize; ' I resume what 
thou hast robbed me of, and leave thee thy 

false heart and monstrous nose.' 
"\Vhile he spoke these words, he girded 

himself in his magic belt, and '"·ishing him­
self in his own kingdom, left the fabe fair 

one to deplore the loss of her ill-gotten gain~ 

?nd her beauty. . ~ 
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DIAMONDS AND TOADS. 

THERE was once upon a time a widow who 
l1ad two daughters. The eltlest was so very 
like her mother, both in temper and person, 
that wltoever saw one, saw the picture of the 
other also; they were both so proud and so 
ill-natured, that nobody could live with them. 

The youngest was just like her father, who 
had not bing but good-nature and sweet-tem­
per in him. She was also the most beautiful 
creature that ever was seen. The mother 
doated upon the eldest; but she hated the 
youngest, and made her eat every duy in the 
kitchen, and work all day 'vith tlte servants. 

Besides this, the poor girl had to go twice 
a-day to dra w water, at a spring more than a 
mile and a half from the house, awl bring 
home a large jug full of it as well as she could. 
One day, when she was at the spring, a poor 
woman came up to her, and a ked her to let 
her drink. ' 'l'hat I will, Goody, with all 
my heart,' said the sweet little girL She 
then \1\'ashed out the jug, filled it at the clear­
est part of the spring, and held it up to the 
old woman,s mouth, that she might drink the 
better. 
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'Vhen the old woman had done, she said 

to her: 'You are so pretty, so kind, and ~o 
good, my dear, that I will gi\·e you a gift.' 
Now it was a fairy that had been drinki11g; 
who only wanted to see how far the little girl's 
good nature would go. ' I will give you,' 
said she, ' that every time you speak, there 
shall ~ome out of your mouth either a rose 
or a diamond,' 

lVben the little girl got home, her mother 
began to scold her for staying so long at the 
~pring. 'I beg your pardon, mamma,' said 
she, 'for not coming sooner; and vvhile she 
spoke these words, there fell from her lips t\vo 
roses, two pearls, and two large diamonds. 

'\iVhat is this I see?' cried the rnother, 
quite lost in wonder, 'as sure as a~1y thing, 
she drops diamonds and pearls from her rnouth 
in speaking! lVJ y child, how does this hap­
pen?' This was the first time she bad ever 
called her by such a fond natHe as .my child. 
The poor girl told her mother every thing 
th~t had passed at the spring; and still kf:·pt 
uropping pearls and diamonds from her mouth 
all the time she was speaking. 

'Upon my word, 1 said her mother, 'this 
is very lucky indeed; I will send my darling 
there too: Fanny! Fanny! look, do you see 
)vhat falls out of yotJr sister's mouth when 
sbe speaks? Should not you like to have the 
same gift younelf? \Veil, only go to the 
ipring; a,nd wh~n a poor won1an. <:J,sks yo\l 
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to let her drink, do it in as civil and kind a 
manner as you can.' 

'It would be very pretty, to be sure,' an­
swered the proud creature, ' for me to go and 
draw water at the spring! Not I, indeed. 
'llut I insist on your going, and this very mo­
ment too,' said the mother. When the pert 
hussy found she must, she set out; but took 
tlre best silver tankard in the house along 
with her, and grumbled all the way as she 
went. 

As soon as she reached the spring, a lady 
very richly dressed came out of the wood just 
by, and asked her to let her drink. 'This 
was the very same fairy that had bestowed the , 
rich gift on the youngest sister; but now she 
had taken the dress and manners of a prin­
cess, to see 'how far the surly airs of the 
proud creature would go. ' Am I come here, 
said the ill-bred hussy, ' to draw water for 
you? What! the best silver tankard in the 
house was brought on purpose for your lady­
ship, I suppose ! But you may drink out of 
it too, if you have a fancy.' 

'You are not very civil,' said the fairy, 
wit1wut putting herself in a passion ; ' but 
since you have behaved with so little kind­
ness, I give you for a gift, that at erery ·word 
you speak, there shall come out of your mouth 
either a toad or a snake.' 

As soon as her mother saw her coming 
home, she called out, ' "\Vell, daughter 1 
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'\Veil, mother!' answered the pert creature; 
and as she spoke, two toads and two snakes 
dropped from her mouth to the gfound. 'Oh, 
mercy!' cried the mother, 'what do I see? 
it is that jade your sister who is the cause of 
all this! but she shall pay for it, I warrant 
her;' and she went straight to look for her, 
that she might beat her. 

The poor little girl ran away as fast as she 
could, and reached a forest near the house. 
It happened that the king's son had just been 
hunting, and met her; and seeing how very 
beautiful she was, he asked what she was 
doing all alone in the forest, and why site 
cried? 

'Alas!' said she, sobbing as if her heart 
would break, 'my mother, sir, has turned 
me out of doors., The king's son nO\Y saw 
tl:e pearls and diamonds fall from her mouth 
at e\'ery word she spoke; and he begged l1et· 
to tell him how such a strange thing happen­
ed. The pretty creature then let him know 
all that had passed between her and the fairy 
at the spring. 

The prince was so charmed with her 
beauty and innocence, that he fell deeply in 
Jove with her. He saw that the gift which 
the fairy had given her was worth more than 
the largest fortune could be; so he led her to 
tltc palace of the king his father, and marri .. 
rrl ht>r directly. 

.. 
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As for l1er sister, she grew even more pert 

than before, and behaved in all things so very 
ill, that her mother was forced to turn her 
out of doors. At last, the ill.natured and 
saucy creature wandered a long way, and 
tried to get some one to give her food and 
shelter, but she could not: so she went into 
a thick wood, and there died of grief and 
hunger, without having one person in the 
world to pity or to be sorry for her . 

. FINIS. 

Oliver ca· Boyd, P rinters, ndinturgh. 
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