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THE 

P R E F A C E. 

THE Fables ifEfop have alu)ays been 
ejleemed the beflldfons for youth, as 

being well adapted to convey the mojl z!fe-
ful maxims, in a very agreeable nzanner. 
Accordingly, many '4vrz'ters, both in verfl 
and prqfe, have endeavoured to clothe the1n 
in an Engliih dre.fs. It would ill becOJne 
the Author of this work to aninzadvert 
upon their labours: but he thinks it may. 
be Jaid rwitb truth, and he hopes with 
JJ1ode.fly, that nothing if thz's kind, rwi.Jich 
has been publijhed in prqfe, can juflly dff
courage himjrom the preftnt undertaking •. 

In forming this colle[Jion, he has en
deavoured to dijhnguzjh, by two feparate 
Books, the rifpeel-ive compqjitions of the 
earlier and later myth?logijls; and he tru.fls 

a 3 it 



-vi P R E F A C E. 
it will not be found that he has qften been 
tn~liaken in this dijlribution, tho, an error 
of that kind nzight perhaps appear of no 
great zmportance. l-Iz's princz"pal aim was 
to Je!eCJ fitch Fables as ~vou/d make the 
flrongrjl and mojl uJeful imprtf!ions on the 
minds qf youth; and then to ojfer them in 
fuch unqffeCJed language, as might have 

fome tendency to improve thei: fly/e. If 
in th-is he jhould be allowed to have at all 

fucceeded, the work, it is prefumed, wz'll 
not be un.fer'viceab/e to young readers, nor 
wholly unentertaining to perjons of matu
rer judgment. 

1:o theft he has ventured to add a third 
BookJ con.f1jlingent-irely qf ori'ginal Fables; 
and he ojjers it to the Public with all the 
diflidence wh-ich ought to accompany modern 
produCJions, when they appear in conjunc
tion with writings qf ejlablijhed reputa
tion. Indeed, whatever hopes he has, that 

the pre.fent 'lvork tnay be favourably re-
ceived, 
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cei<L'ed, c~rife chiefly from the con.Jideratz"on, 
that .he has been ajjijfed in it !Jy gentlemen 
if the 17Zofl dijlz?zguijhed abilities; and that 
fiveral, botb if the old and the Jze:zv Fa
bles, are not wr-itten by h-imfl!J: but by 
authors with w.hom it is an honour to be 
conne8ed; and who having condefcended 
to favour him rzR.nth their qjjijlance, have 

given him an opportunz"ty of' making fl7Jte 

atonement for his own defiBs. 

':the lift qfEfop prifixed to tbe former 
editions oj, thefe F"1bles, havz'ng been 

thought not Jo full and Jatz's_;f'aelory as it 
might have been, a learned and z'ngenious 

friend has been Jo kind as to confult the 
ancient ~vriter s who have made any men
t-ion qf E(op. l-Ie hopes he has add,d ma

ny.fa!Js and anecdotes of hz"s life, not hi
therto taken notice if; and that he has .Jet 
his charatler in a cleare.r and better light 

than -it has h-itherto appeared. 

. 
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A NEW 

LIFE of .E S 0 P~ 

I N recording the lives of fuch perfons as 
have n1ade themfelves rernarkable only 

by their writings, and who flouriihed at a 
very wide diO:ance from our own tirnes, the 
great difficulty, in general, is to collect. fuf
ficient 1nen1orials: but in giving an account 
of Efop, there arifes a particular difficulty, 
from the many falfehoods which have been 
fo long and fo confidently afferted concern
ing him. I fhall therefore firft endeavour to 
clear the ground fr01n thefe ; and then to. 
colleCt: fro1n writers of good credit what may 
be related of hhn with more probability. 

The great difrorter both of Efop's life and 
perfon, is one Planudes, an eaftern rnonk, 
who lived at Conftantinople a toward the end 
~f the 14th century. I-le publiihed feveral 
Fables in Greek, under the name of Efop, 
and prefixed a life of hitn to his edition of 
them ; in which he is fuppofed b, by very 
good judges, to have confounded the orien
tal fabulift, Lokrnan, with Efop ; and to 
have attributed what rnay have been true of 

\· 

a Fabricius f.1.ys he flourifhed in the year I JBO, Bibl. 
Gneca, Lib. 3· cap. 28. p. 693· 

,P Sale's Koran, p. 3 35. 
a 6 t.h.e 



xii T HE L I F E oF E S 0 P. 
the former, to the latter. Lokman c is de
fcribed as deforn1ed, of a black complexion, 
with thick lips, and fplay feet : Planudes 
has fince formed his pi~ure of Efop ; and 
the artifts have been too ready to follow his 
defcription of him d aln1ofi: ever fince. Pia
nudes, as uCual, does this without any au
thority from the Greek and Roman writers 
who preceded him ; and takes the iame li
berty, in making Efop travel into A!fyria 
and Egypt. I-Ie has not only abufed his 
perfon, but reprefents him more like an idle 
buffoon, than a man of deep rnorality and 
great wifdom, which feems to have been his 
true charaCter. Planudes is alfo c fuppofed 
to have written many of the Fables himfelf, 
which he gave to the world as Efop's : and, 
indeed, his fictions very often betray their 
author, who was a mean writer as well as a 
falfe one. In the Fables he makes Efop 
quote f Euripides, who was not born till al
rnoJ1 8o years after his death; and fpeaks of 
the g Pir~us as the port of Athens_, which 

c Sale's Koran, p. 33 5. 
d "Jfop, although a writer on the fide ofMr. Boyle, 

in the famous difpute with D r. Bentley, prefixed a pic
ture of Efop to his Fables, in which he is reprefented 
as a handfome perfon . 

e By Vavaffor, de ludrica ditl:ione, p. zr. and Hen
ry Stevens, who in his Thefaurus Lingure Grrecre has 
never quoted his F<tbles. Bayle, Art . ..lEf. Note K. 

f Bayle, Art. l:Ef. Note B. 
g Bayle, ibid. Note K . f Z. 

did 
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did not exift till above 8o years later. De
n1ades the rhetorician is the fu~ea of one 
of them, who was a rival of Dernofthenes, 
and confequently lived above I 50 years after 
Efop : and in the 111oral of another, he goes 
fo far as to mention h the order of 1nonks, 
which did not fubfift till near a thoufand 
years after hitn. In the fame manner, in the 
life of Efop, he 1nakes lu1n go to the ·court 
of N etl:anebus in Egypt; whereas N etl:ane
bus did not reign there till 2.00 years after
wards : he carries h itn lfkevvife to that of 
King Lycerus at Babylon, who never reign
ed there at all ; and indeed is only a king of 
his own cre3.tion. 

FrOlTI an thefe fiCtions, lni-ftakes) and ab
ftlr ities, when confidered together, it 1nuft 
fufficiently appear, that Planudes ought to 
be rej ected, as an evidence of no credit at 
all; and I fhall therefore, in the following 
account, lay hitn entirely afide: togetner with 
Philoftratus's tale of Mercury's vifit to Efop, 
in the early part of his life; and thofe other 
legendary frories of his being engaged i in 

h He alfo makes him ufe words and fentiments in the 
fcripture ftile rather than the heathe.n. Bayle, Note 
K. 43· 

i Meziriac's life of Efop, chap. 8. Both men-
tioned by Bayle, Art. ~f. Notes C and N.-What 
Photius quotes from an ancient writer, feems to be only 
the title of a chapter. n~ AIO"W'Tff!iJ.., avalge.SEI~ I.!'TJO 

/:,.e/\(j)lwv, aveb IWO"£. Y.al O"vvep.a;>C1/0"i TO IS E?IA'10"1 •z<ng. Gegp.o
z-v/,r,s. Bibliothec. N UIJ.lb. I 90, 

two 
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two battles, and writing two books, after he 
was dead. 

To leave thefe wild and vifionary writers 
for fomething more certain, it appears fr01n 
authors of very good credit, that Efop flou
rifhed in the k time of the [even famous fages 
of Greece : and notwithftanding almoft as 
many 1 countries might lay in their claim for 
hi1n, as there were cities which contended 
for being the birth-place of Homer, he was 
moft probably a native of Phrygia. l'v1any 
authors affirm it, in general; and one in par
ticular fays that he was born in m Cotia::um,_ 
a city of that province in the Leifer Afia. 
· Efop was probably of low parentage ; for 

the whole that we hear of him in his youth is, 
that he was an ihephtrd's boy, and afterwards 
a fiave. His firft mafter, in that capacity, 

k Laertius, in Chilo. 
1 Maximus Tyrius names Sardis in Lydia, for the 

birth-place of Efop, Diff. 20; and Phrygia, Diff. 33. 
-Julian, the ifland of Samos. Orat. 7· p. 207.
Suidas, the ifland of Samos, &c.--The fcholiaft of 
Arifl:ophanes, and Heraclides (in Gronovius Thef. Gr. 
Tom. vi. p. 2897.) Mefembra, a city in Thrace.-
And be:fides feveral of the perions before mentioned, 
Lucian, Phcedrus, Aulus Gellius, and Stobceus, fpeak 
of him as a Phrygian. So that the weight of autho
rity is much the mofl: prevalent for his being born in 
Phrygia; and if the account of the proverb (rnentio .. " J 
p. xviii .) be true, that alone would make all other au
thorities quite unneceffary. 

m Suidas. 
Jl Philoftratus, in the life of Appolonius, Lib. 56. 5. 

was 
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was o Cardias of Athens. In that city he 
had a fair opportunity of learning the Gre
cian language in its perfection : and there 
alfo he might be led to the thought of writ
ing Fables, from the rnode of inftruction 
then in fafhion, which was by conveying it 
in n1oral fentences, or proverbs: and a Fa
ble (in Efop's manner) is nothing elfe but 
a ftory invented for that purpofe. It is alfo 
faid (and I think with very good reafon) that 
Efop chafe this rnethod P, becaufe his ftation 
as a flave would otherwife have weakened his 
authority ; which defect he was willing to 
fupply by the fhength and beauty of his al
legories. · 

His next mafter after Cardias was q Xan
thus; and his third, ldmon r' furnan1ed the 
Wife, of the iflancd of Samos. It was with 
the lafr that he had the famous Rhodopis 
for his fellow-Dave, according to Herodotu:S 
and Plutarch; and according to Pliny$, fhe 

was 
c Meziriac, ch. z. f~om Aphthonius. Bayle calls 

him Carafius, as from Meziriac. 
P Ibid. ch. 3. probably fi·om Ph<edrus Introd. 

to Lib. 3· ver. 33 to 38. 
q Suidas. 
r So Plutarch calls him; de fera nurninis vindichljl 

P · 55 6, 55 7 · Herodotus calls him J admen, 
B. z. c. 134· · 

~. Minimam ex his (the pyramids ofEgypt) fed lau
datliiimam, a Rhodope meritricula faClam, JEfopi 
fabularum philofophi, conferva quondam_, & contuber~ 
nalis, hrec fuit. .Plin. L. 36. c. I :z. 

Con~ubernalis 
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was his wife, or mate, during his fervitude 
there. It was the fame Rhodopis, who af
terwards became fo celebrated, and fo ex
tremely 1 rich. Idmon was fo much pleafed 
with the behaviour and wifdom of Efop, that 
after having been fom~ titne in his fervice.) 
he gave him u his liberty. 

Efop, after having obtained his freedom, 
gradually acquired fo great a reputation, 
that at length he was confidered as equal 
to the moft celebrated w of the feven fages of 

Contubernalis lignified of old the (wife or) mate of 
a flave-~alicunque villico contubernalis mulier affig
nanda eft~ que:e contineat eum, & in quibufdam rebus 
adjuvet. Columella~ de Re Rufi. L. I. c. 8.-Con
tubernalis muiier proprie dicitur fervi; nam uxori!> 
nomen inlibera tantum oonitur. Sce:evola~ de fidei Com. 
Lib. Leg. Thais 45, S. I 5 .-Contubernium proprie 
fervil e (Zonnubium. Paul. Lib. Sent. z. c. ro. 

There is fome reafon to imagine they were a re
markably handfome couple: for as fhe is faid to have 
had her name from the beauty of her complexion 
(eo ~ov & ww' ~ ), he feems to me to have had his from the 
particular fpa rkling of his eyes ( a10·w, the future tenfe 
of a1Sw, & w~ ). 

t She made a noble prefent to the temple at Delphi, 
from the tenth of her fubftance~ according to Herodo
tus ; anJ Pliny fa ·s !hE> built one of the famous pyra
mids of Egypt. Nat. Hift. Lib. 36. c. I z. Herodo
tus fays, the pyramid afcribed to her was built long be
fore her time ; and that tho' fhe was very ri( h, ihe 
could not have been able to fuftain the immenfe charge 
ofthatbuilding B. z. ch. 134, and I35· 

u Meziriac, ch. 4· from the Scholiaft on Ariftopha
nes's Aves, Herodotus, and Plutarch. 

w .Me:z.iriac., chap. 5. 
Greece_, 
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Greece, his contemporaries : fo that what 
Horace faid of Stertinius, perhaps in his 
humorous way X, " That he was the eighth 
of the wife men," n1ight be faid of Efop 
very ferioufl y; nay, there are fmne who very 
1nuch prefer his manner of inftruB:ion to 
that of the philofophers juft Inentioned r, 
and give good reafons for their opinion. He 
was well acquainted with thofe great men, 
pn.rticularly with Solon and Chilo. He was 
received with them in the court z of Peri
andfr, King of Corinth, who himfelf was 
one of the number; and in that of Crrefus, 
King of L 'dia, in his capital of Sardis. He 
was n1uch beloved a by that prince; and it 
was in his court that Efop ihewed he had 
1nore wifdom, or at 1 oaft rnore political wif .. 
dom, than all of the1n, on the following oc
cauon : Crrefus \ after having ihewn thefe 
fages the mag:1ificence of his court, and the 
vafrnefs of his riches, afked them, " Who1n 

x H r. Lib. 2. fat. 3· zg6. 
Y JEJ-opus ille, e Phrygia fabulator, haud immerito 

fapiens exill:im~ltu· eft: quurn qme utilia monitu fuafu
que erant, non fev cn~, no'1 imperiose, pr<ecepit & fen
fuit, ut P11ilof. ph~:, mos eft; fe 1 feihvos d :lectabilefque 
apolo?:os commentus, res fJ.lu~riter ac profpicienter 
a•1inndverfas, i! m.e1tes 3.uimolque hominum cum au
diendi quad.lm il.lc.:ebra induxit. Aulus Gellius, Noc
tcs Att. L. z c. 29. 

z.. c.1t thither by Cr Jus : Plutarch's Convivium 
ap1ent . 

a Lll.:c.\;'+'~ ~ugx Keoi:T. l ~UHO~ . Suidas, Art.JEfopas 
Ivlez~riac ; ch. 5 .-Plutarch in the Lif of Solon. 

thev 
" 
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they thought the happieft rnan ?" Some of 
them named one, and fome another : Solon 
( wh01n I think without injury we may look 

. upon as fuperior to all the reft) in his anfwer 
gave two inftances. The firft was +hat of 
one Tellus, a poor Athenian, but of great 
virtues ; who had eminently diftinguiihed 
himfelf by his care and education of his fa
mily, and at laft loft his life in fighting for 
his country : the other was of two brothers, 
who had given a very·relnarkab 1e proof of 
their filial pi~ty, and were in reward for it 
taken out of rhis life by the Gods, the very 
night after they had perfonTLed fo dutiful an 
aCtion : and conclu1ed with adding, that he 
had given fuch inflances, becaufe no one 
could be pronounced happy before his death. 
Efop, who was one of the company, and 
perceived that the King was not well fatisfied 
with any of their anf wers, being a!ked the 
fame q ueftion, replied, " That for his part 
he was perfuaded that Crcefus had as much 
pre-eminence in happinc:fs over all other 
1nen, as the fea has over a:ll the rivers." The 
King was fo 1nuch pleafed with this compli
ment, that he eagerly pronounced that fen
tence, which afterwards bee ·me a cmnmon 
proverb, " The Phrygian has hit the mark!" 
Soon after this happened, Solon took his 
leave of Crcefus, and was difin11fed very 
coolly. Efop, on his departure, accoln
panied him part of his journey, and as they 

12 we ~ 
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were on the road, took an opportunity of 
f..1.ying to him, " 0 Solon, either we muft 
not fpeak to kings, or we muft fay what will 
pleafe them." " On the contrary/' replied . 
Solon, " we fhould either not fpeak to kings 
at all, or we fhould give them good and ufe
ful advice c.n So great was the fteadinefs 
o( the chief of the fages, and fuch the court ... 
lineD> of Efop. 

Meziriac, in his life of Efop u, feems, 
like a true Frenchman, to be pleafed with 
him for this inftance ofhis c01npbifance. He 
fays, that " his refiding in the court of fo 
mighty a king as Crcefus, rendered him 1nore 
.polite than 1noft of the other philofophers of 
his time, more compliant with the humour 
of princes, and more reconciled to 1nonar-

. chical govermnent.)' Efop gave another in
fiance of the latter, in a vifit which h '- made 
to Athens, foon e after PiGfrratus, by his 
artifices pratl:ifed on the peopl , h:td attained 
the higheft point of his ambition, and n1ade 
hi1nfelf rnafter of his country. The people 
repented of what they had done, and began 
to 1nurn1ur: Efop, en this occafion, jnfr~ ,ad 

of inventing a Fable to fhew Pififtratus how 
gloriotls it would be for hitn to reftore li
berty to the Athenians, compofed one to 
perfuade that people to fubn1it quietly to the 

c Plutarc'l's Life of Solon. 
d Chap. 5· 
c Phredru~ , Lib. I. Fab. z, 6. 

po 'ler 
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power which he ~ad ufurped over them. It 
is one of the firfr of thofe which Ph~drus 
has tranflated frorn Efop. In his introduc
tion to it, Ph~drus f intitnates that Pififtra
tus was a good prince ; and it is very true, 
that in his adtninifi:ration g he was not a bad 
one: but had not Efop been fo wellJecon
ciled to monarchical government, as Mezi
riac thinks, and as Plutarch 11 proves he was, 
he wo1.1ld naturally have taken the part of 
the enflaved people, rather than that of their 
enflaver. -

Efop,however, in all infrances where courts 
and the mafters of them were not concerned, 
feuns to have gone as far in the purfuit of 
wifdom as any of the fages. Vlhen i Chilo~ 
one of the feven, afked him, while yet but a 
young man, " VVhat God was doing?" Eiop 
immediately anfwered, " 'That he was de
preiling the proud, and exalting the hum
ble:" an anfwer which Mr. Bayle calls k 

wonderful, and d r:>fcants very largely upon 
it. R mar kable too was his idea of the 
miferies of mankind, as appears frmn an ob
fervation he frequently made 1

, " That Pro
metheus, having tal en earth to form m n-

f Phoedrus, Lib. 1. Fa b . z, 7. 
g Plutarch, in his Life of Solon . 
h In the little clifpu te between him and Solon at the 

ba~quetofthe Sages , p. 151, C. &c. 
1 Laertius, Art. Chilo. 
k Bayle, Art . .lEf. note I. 
1 Mez. chap . 6. From Themiftius: Orat. 32· 

kind.) 
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kind, tetnpered and tnoiftened it not with 
water, but with tears." From this little fpe
cimen of his fentiments and-refleftions m, one 
-cannot but regret our not having a greater 
number of them preferved to us. 

Efop dedicated his fervices, in the latter 
part of his 1 ife, to Crcefus; and, after fome 
other etnbaffies or employs, was fent by that 
monarch n to the city of Delphi, with a large 
fum of money, in order to offer n1agnificent 
facrifices to Apollo, and to diftribute o four 
mime of filver to each citizen. During his 
refidence among then1, he conceived fo great 
a d.ifiike to the manners an"d morals of the 
Delphians, and fpoke of their mifconduct 
·with fo much freedom, that he extremely 
provoked thern. Among other things, he 
reproached them with having fcarcely any 

m His idea in regard to proper relaxations of the 
mind, is expreffed in the il:rong oriental way by Phce
drus, in the fourteenth Fable' of his third Book: and 
he makes him fpeak with a great air of authority on 
another occafion, where he reprefents him as wifer 
than all the people of Athens taken together: 

0 fi maneret condito fenfus patri, 
Q!1m ~ra.viter ferret, quod voluntatem fuam 
lnterpretari non potui!fent Attici! 

Lib. 4-· Fab. 4-· 
11 Scholiaft on Arifrophanes's Wafps, ver. 1437; and 

Plutarc11 on the Certainty of the Divine Vengeance, 
thoughdderred, tom. ii. p. 557· 

0 Twelve pounds a man; the filver mina being 
twelve ounces, or three pounds of our money, accord
ing to Ainiworth. 

arable 
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arable land; and obferved, '' That were it 
not for the great concou.rfe of ftrangers, and 
the vaft offerings made in their temple, they 
would foon be reduced to the extretnity of 
hunger." Not fatisfied with offending thetn 
in words,. he proceeded to deeds ; for hav
ing perfonned the facrifices in the manner 
that Crcefus had ordered, he fent back the 
reft of the money to the city of Sardis, as 

_ judging the Delphians not worthy to partake 

of the king's liberality. This irritated them 
againft him to fuch a degree, that they con ... 

fulted how they tnight be revenged; and 
accordingly entered into a confpiracy to take 
away his life by a notoriotls piece of villainy. 
T 1 ey hid among his baggage one of P the 
golden veirels confecrated to Apollo ; and 

· foon after Efop was fet out on his return, they 
difpatched meifengers after hitn, who over
took him in his way to Phocis, charged him 
with the theft, and on fearching produced 

the veffel which they the1nfel ves had procured 
to be fecretly conveyed into his baggage. 
Upon this pretence they immediately drag 
hirn to Delphi, throw him into prifon, accufe 
hi1n of facrilege, and fentence him to be pre
cipitated frOtn the rock Hyampia; which 
was their ufual punilhment for facrilegious 

perfons. As they were on the point of throw
ing him down the rock, he obtained leave to 

P Aiifroph. and Theraclides, in Gronov. Thef. Gr. 

tom. 6. p. z8 JO· 
fpeak 
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fpeak in his defence ; and delivered, in his 
ufual rnanner, a Fable. It was that of the 
Eagle q and the Beetle; the purport of which 
was to ihew, " "I'hat the weakeft n1ay fame
times procure vengeance againft the moft 
powerful, when greatly injured by them." 
But the enraged Delphians paid no reg1rd _ 
either to his Fable, or its Moral; they only 
increafed their clatnours againft him, and 
without any mercy hurried hi1n down the 
precipice. I--Iowever, I-Ieaven (as the old 
writers obferve) did inflict: that vengeance 
on the Delohians, which he had thus, in a 
fort of prop ... hetic fpirit, foretold. Their land 
was rendered barren, and they were affiicred 
with 1nany ftrange diftempers, for feveral 
years afterwards. In this diftrefs they con'" 
fulted the oracle; and were anfwered, that 
all their rniferies were owing to the unjuft 
cond"'mnation and death of Efop. In con
fequence of ti-lls anfwer> they caufed a pro
dalnation to be made, by found of trumpet, 
;lt fon1e of the moft public feafts and general 
1neetings of the Greeks, that " whoever 

or" any relation to Efop, and would demand 
fatisfaftion for his death, was defired to come 
:an\., exaCt: it frotn the Ddphians, .in what 

q Mentioned by the Scholia!l: on Arifroph. in Pace, 
V. I 77, a 'ld Vefp. I 4 3 7. That Scholia!l: gives us the 
Fable itfelf in a m::mner a good deal different from the 
.modern way of telling the Hory ; but I fbould imagine 
no~ in fo good an one, Efop probably told it himfelf; 

manner 
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manner he pleafed." There was none who 
pretended to any right in this affair, till the 
third generation ; when a Sa1nian appeared, 
narned Idmon r, a grandfon of that ldmon, 

k~ who had been mafter of Efop in the ifland 
of Samos : and the Delphians, having made 
hi th the fatisfacrion he defired, were deliver
ed from their calamities. 

According to Eufebius, the death of Efop 
happened in the s fourth year of the fifty
fourth Olympiad; which was s6 I years be
fore the Chrifrian lEra. 

If we were to follow probability rather than 
the affertions of fome writers in the lower 
ages, I iho\lld be more apt to think that Efop 
was of a handfome countenance and ihape, 
than ugly and deformed; notwithftand ing 
the general prepoifeffion to the contrary, 
which has prevailed for the three or four laft 
centurjes. There is no author quoted as fay
ing any thing to the difadvantage of E fop's 
p erfon, ti ll after the fall of all the arts and 
fci ences, and almofl a· thoufand years after 
his death. The firft writer quoted in fup
port of this groundlefs opinion js Stobreus t, 
who has it from I don't know whom; and 
what is faid by thi:; unknown perfon, relates 

r Herodotus; and Plutarch, de fera numinis vipditl:~. 
s Bayle, Art. 1£( Note C. Meziriac fays, the firfl: of 

the fifty-fourth Olympiad, chap. vi. 
t Efop died 561 years before our 1Era, and Stobreus 

(according to Blair's Tables) lived in the beginning of 
the fifth century after Chrift. 

only 
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only to the air of Efop's u countenance; for 
there is not a word intimated of his refen1-
b1ing an Ethiop, or of his being deformed 
in any part of his body. Planudes was the 
firft who propagated any fancies of the latter 
kind ; and that probably fr01n his taking \7 

another perfon for Efop; and not till x about 
two thoufand years after the death . of this 
celebrilted n1ythologifr. There is no occa
fion to oppofe this notion of Planudes by 
fearching for any exprefs authorities againft 
him; it having been fo fully proved before Y, 
that he has totally defrroyed all his own cre
dit hirnfelf. 

Philoftratus, in his; account of feveral pic
tures in the time a of the Antonines, gives us 
one, in which Efop is the principal figure. 
The painter reprefents him before his own 

u He fays, that Efop being reproached for having a 
four countenance, anfwered, '' Regard not my looks, 
but my mind." This anonymous authority f.mm , Sto~ 
bceus, I fhould think, might be much over- balanced by 
that of Philoftratns, who lived long before Stobreus; 
a-Ad in his piCl:ure of Efop gives him a pleojing cou.;z
tenam:e, even \ 'hile he is meditating. " Od'< &lf-1-~X' TH(Y, 
VqJtXIVEI p.u9ov• TO 'Y~Xg fl•EIJ'o!Xf-1-CG 'T<i rwgoc;.W7fi-J, XIXl Ol ocp9ar.fl-O' 
i!C£l(Y, 'T"I)~ 'Y'li~ E}WlE~, nno d''Y}/\1-Jcnv. Old':v 0 'wypa.qJ®--, 01: ('£' 
'TWv p.:;9wv cppo•I,J'-<s a.mfl-D'i?S T'l/) ~ux;ns oEov1oZ,. Phil. ElY.. 'I' 

1
• 

w Seep. xi . 
x He fiouriilied 1941 years after the death of Efop. a • ee note , p. x1. 
Y See pp. xii and xiii. 
~ In Icon. Art. Mu.So,. 
a From the year 138 to 179 of our ~ra. 

b hot1fe; 
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houfe; there the Geniufes b of the feveral 
forts of Efopian Fables approach hi1n with 
pleafure and regard, as the chief inventor and 
writer of Fables. As fuch they adorn him 
with wreaths of flowers, and crown him with 
olive-branches. He has a pleafing finile 
upon his countenance ; and at the fame time 
his eyes are fixt upon the ground, as being 
then compofing a Fable; and con1pofing it c 

with that humour and gaiety for which he 
was fo remarkable. There are feveral men 
and feveral beafts intermixt, that form a fort 
of circle round him; and among the latter, 
the Fox is particularly diftinguiihed; Efop 
making as much ufe of him in h1s Fables, as 
the dramatic writers do of Davus in their 
Comedies. There is a great deal of fenfe d 

(fays Philoftratus) expreft in the piCture in 
general; and particularly, in the looks and 

h There were, probably, three of thefe Geniufes in 
the piClure; the Efopian Fables being divided into three 
forts : " the rational, in which Men only are intro
duced ; the charactered, where only Beafts, under cha
racters affigned to them ; and the mixt, in which both 
Ivien and Beafts are concerned." From Aphthonius, in 
Prreexercitam. one of the Teftimon. inN evelet' sedition. 

The ·Genius of each fort of the leffer Fables is made 
~o attend ·Efop here, as perfons; in the fame manner 
that the Gen~us of the greater or Epic Fable attend$ 
Homer, in the famous relieve of his Apotheofis. 

' This feems to be the intent of the painter, tho' 
Philoftratus gives another turn to it. o~SH o ((J)ypa<p~, 
fays he, o1~ a,~ T(J)V p.uG(J)v tppoY11~£~ CtYHf!.EY"~ ""~ ~ux.,~ S•ov1ct~. 

d tpl71oc;oq>u , -yeo:-q>.,, ~to:-• -rcc. nn M11ewv gwp.a7a,. 
attitude 
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atfftudes of the three Geniufes,. that are pay- . 
ing their regards to him. . 

In this picture the countenance of Efop is 
very well reprefented, as partly pleafant and 
partly grave; but Plutarch has given us a 
much fuller and ftronger piCture of his 
thoughts and manner of converfation. 'Tis 
in his Feaft of the Sages, at the court of Pe
riander King of Corinth, who himfelf was 
one e_ of the feven. As this is perhaps one 
of the n1oft valuable remains of antiquity 
that is left to us, and as Efop has a confider
able fhare in it, I fhall take the liberty of 
inferring it very t.nuch at large, though it 
will bear no proper proportion to the reft of 
his life : but I think it cannot be unaccept
able to the reader ; and heartily w"iih that 
the whole was tranilated into Engliih by 
iome abler hand. 

Periander, while the reft of the wife 1nen 
'~rere all in his court, invites them, and feve
ral f others, to a feail: in one of his pleafure

houfes, 
e The other fix are Thales, Solon, Cleobulus, Chi

lo, Bias, and Pittacus: to whom, fays Laertius, fome 
dd Anachariis the Scythian, Mufo the Kenean, Pere

cydes the Syrian, Epimenides of Crete, and Pififtratus 
the tyrant of Athens. In Proem.§ 13. 

f Befides Periander, and the fix Sages (firft mentioned 
in the note before), there were Ef{)p, and Anacharfis 
the Scythian; Meliffa, the wife of Periander; Eumetis 
her attendant, daughter ofCleobulus, one of the Sage5, 
and herfelf fometimes called Cleobuline, or the Little 
Fernal.e Sage; Naucratites (alfo called Niloxenus) fent 

b z to 
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houfes, near the city of Corinth, where he 
'\-vas to 1nake a g particular facrifice to Venus .. 
It was at the foot of the Lica:um, or eaftern 
,promontory of the Corinthian Ifrhinus; a 
place naturally very delightful h' and much 
affilled by art : for Periander was a i lover of 
1nagnificence; which, together with his be
ing a tyrant; 1nay poffibly account for Lu
cian's~ excluding hi1n frmn his Elyfimn. 
Periander ordered a chariot for each of the 
invited guefts, to cor:1vey them to the place .. 
When that which was provided for Thales 
arrives, he finiles ; is very n1uch obliged, but 
choofes to walk through the fields. He does 
io ; and two 1 other of the guefts acc01npany 
him. In their walk, they meet with Alexi
demus, natural fon of the tyrant of Miletus, 
to confult Bias, and his brethren, by Amafis King of 
Egypt ; Mne:fiphilus, from Athen's ; Diodes, a prieH: 
and augur in Periander's fervice; Ardalus, priefr of 
the temple of the Mufes, founde<!l by one of his ancef
tors; Cher:fias, a poet; and Cleodemus, a phyfician. 

g Periander had left off paying any devotions to 
Venus, ever fi.nce his mother h·ad put an end to her life 
for love ; and this was his firfr return to them, upon 
fame dreams of his wife Meliifa. Xylander's Plu
tarch, fol. vol. ii. p. 146, D. 

h Paufanias, in Corinthiacis. 
i Plutarch, p. 148, B. 
k Lucian fays, he faw Anacharlis, Zamolxes, Numa, 

Lycurgus, Phocion, and Tellus, in Elyfium ; " and 
all the feven Sages, except Periander." Tom. 1. p. 
674, Ed. Bleau. 

1 Diodes, the priefr and augur; and Naucratites, 
the embaifador from Amafis, King of Egypt. . 

returmng 
8 
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returning from the villa, in a very great heat. 
A place) it feems, at the lowefl: table had 
been affigned for him; and he cou1d not bear 
to fit beneath " JEolians and !flanders, and 
m people that nobody knows~" They pafs 
him, and laugh at his folly. When they con1e 
to the dining-ro01n, Thales aiks aloud, 
" Which was the place his countryman had 
refufed ?.iJ and, when it was {hewed to him, Gts 
down in it. Efop opens the converfation; 
_and, in order to ridicule the behaviour of 
Alexidemus, begins with telling a Fable of 
the arrogant Mule n1ortified. After the ta
bles were cleared, and garlands difrributed ·
to each of the guefts by Meliffa, the wife of 
Periander, .A.nacharfis fays fomething, a little 
f.everely, on the Grecian fafhion of ufing 
rnuflcal inflruments in their woriliip of the 
Gods: and as this migh~ have produced too 
ferious a debate, Efop turns it offn with ajeft. 

One of this venerable company was N lu
cratites) fent by Amafis, King of Egypt, to_ 
confult Bias, and the other wife 1nen, on a 
letter he had received fron1 the King of 
Ethiopia. It was a cufl:orn arnongft the learn-· 
ed in thofe days, to fend o wife fentences, 

and 
m Al?./o,:l,, ~ !•;·.:n!kfo.; , y; "'~";. Plutarch, P· 'I +8, F. 
n Plutarch, p. 150, E. 
0 The tafte of the knowing, .in ECop's time, was to 

ftudy rules for the condutl of life ; ~nd to make wife 
fentences, or proverbs, for the fame purpofe. At their 

bles, they Oiten put queilions of this fort to be an-
b 3 fwe · . ' 



XXX T H E L I F E 0 f E s 0 p. 

and puzzling queftions, to one another; and 
this intercourfe was carried on even between 
perfons of different nations. This letter was 
of the latter kind; and required Amafis to 

~ drink up the fea. It is read, and the P diffi
culty evaded by Bias. Cleodemus, the phyfi
ciatl, fpeaks very juftly -againft thefe difficult 
and puzzling queftions; but is as unkind in 
fpecifying, "That they were like Etlmetis's 
riddles, and fit only to be played with by 
women." Eumetis (who was prelent as an 
fwered, feverally, by as many as chofe to do it. They 
aHo fent moral queftions from one kingdom to ano~ 
ther, and -fometimes puzzling or enigmatical quef~ 
tions, to be refolved. The letter fent by Amafis to 
Bias was one Qf the latter kind; and the queftion pro
pofed after it_, of the former. The word:s of the letter 
are thefe: 

Baa-11\euq A1yur;r'111uv Ap.et.a-1~ /\eyH BlaY'11 a-ocpw'la'1w EA.i,nvwv. 
~et.a-11\euq A1.S1owwv exe1 'ZV'po~ EfA-E a-otp1aq et.p.1/\l\av. H-rltw,<~o~ 
~E 'l'OIS ai-.~OIS, ~7TI 'Wet.£71 a-uvleSwtEY et.7o7TOV E"lriTCt.";/J,a ~ ~! -

.I'OV, El!7TIEIV fkE l!EAEtiWY T?1V ,'Jaflaa-crav . :Ep 0! /.uvaVll fMYt 

IXEIY xwp.as -r-e ~ 7To11Hs TWV exEiv8 fk 'll llua-et.v1' ;sE a,-ewv Twv 

?TEP' :EI\etpav1wnv et.7T05"?1Yctl. Lxe..}!tfkEVo~ ~v wSu~ a7To7rEp.r;rc 
Nt-~?.o~evo~· et.d'e 8':1 ,tpi'Aolq a-o1~ '7 'tiro/1."/alq yn£crSal 'Wag 'llfh"-' ~~ 
11 TOI..fA-" ll.w/\ua-£1. Plutarch, 151, C. 

Thefe puzzling queftions, though much inferior to 
the other fort, were not a corruption of them in thefe 
times, but of the greateft antiquity; as we find by the 
contention between Homer and Hefiod (Plutarch in 
Conviv. Sap. p. 154.), and the riddle which Samfon 
puts to the Philifiines, 1141 years before oar .lEra. 
(Judges xiv. 14.). 

P 4>pa,E1w TW A1S1o7r~ (fays Bias) 'ri:J~ Efk~all?.ov1a~ Sit; 

'ret. 'll"EACL'i)J '!Jo'Jet.p.8~ E7TIO"X~IY, fW~ a.u1o~ El!7TIV'l) Tl?V Vtii:J£7ct~ 
.9et.i\acr£7(.(.~' 1Iitf1 'ret.ti'J"I)q "/"!; TO E7TI1ayf'-a /'f"/OVH , ~ T"l)~ tl)i• 

fOV :crofkEY:'J~· Plut. I 5 I, C. 
attendant 
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attendant on Meliffa, and was a lady of the 
greateft fweetnefs, 1nodefi:y, and wifdom) -at
firft fee1ned inclined to anfwer him; but re-: 
ftrained herfelf, and blufhed. Efop, wit~ 
great good-nature, faved her frmn part of 
her confufion, by making a jeft upon the 
phyfician and his practice; and by tnat rneans 
called off the eyes of the con1pany from her 
to hi1n q. Periander then defires each of 
them to contribute fome wife fentence for the 
benefit of Amafis and the company. Solon, 
Bias, Thales, Anacharfis, Cleobulus, Pitta
cus, and Chilo, gave each of them a piece of 
advice for kings; and Periander being preft 
to add his, faid, "That the fentences which 
they had given, were almoft fufficient to de
ter any 1nan of fenfe fro1n reigning." Efopl 
on this, fpeaks of the civilitv dlJ~ffid?fk'Cfouf-
d · ffi · l" l\... UU}-'ULCVfl(fi 

tl~~r;r;f~~~~~; ;{'monarchical to republican 
government ; but for fear i~ fh~uld, grow too 
.r~~:,....," ~"'"'"'"' .. '"".-r10 ic off ( 1n h1s ufual way) 
with a piece of humour. N aucratites then 
refumes his bufinefs, and mentions r fame 
other queftions from A.mafis, which are an
fwered by Thales. As r' e meffenger from 
Amafis had now difpatched all his orders, 
Mnefiphilus the Athenian propofes to the 
con1pany S, that as they had before given 

q Plutarch, I sz, D. 
r Ibid. 15 3 • 
$ Ibid. 154-, C. 

b4 their 
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their thoughts of what might be ufeful to 
kings, they would now give them, as to what 
rnight be beneficial to cornn10nwealths t; and 
the ?ages ipeak each on this fubjeet in a fen
tentlous manner. 

1""'hen Diodes, the prieft and augur of 
Periander, propofes 11 that they n1ay fay fome
thint; on the governrnent of a houfe and fa
inily; fince each of the company preftnt had 
a houfe to govern. " I deny that," fays 
Efop, '"' for Anacharfis here has only a I'' 

cut." Anacharfis anfwers him in his ufual 
grave and folid manner, and defires that his 
anfwer to hi1n 1nay at the fame tim~ pafs as 
his x club toward what was propofed by 
Diodes. The refi of the Sages give their 
fentences, or fenti1nents, feverally, on t~1e 

---.c~tne fubjecr. 
, -- - - - - -·- - • "'"E:r,.. ........ .ot-i~::Y withdraw; 

tne company falls In to a mixt con r. . 
d E r. verJatlon; 

an lOp, who had been blamed himfclf be-
fore for a digreffion from th,. f1 1bie& th . 
hand, tells them a z Fable of the W or{~ ria 
Shepherds, to ihew that they themfelves 

t Plutarch, I 54, D and E. 
u Ibid. 1 5 5 , A. 
w Anacharfis W2.S a Scythian; and that reople had 

n~ fxt ~abitations, but liv~d in a fort of waggons, to 
fhnt their places of abode wll en ever they chafe to do fo. 

x Tut.-1-z ~ ~Spoq Alv{J)'ffOV CG7r~:lfl~?fU>!.l 1 r; '7rfOt; .6.H1X?11i~ 
crv,u.bu'A:ACJf.I.CGI . Plutarch, p. I 55, B. 

Y Plutarch, I 5 r:, D. 
:1: Jbid. I -6, A~ 

'\vere 
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were now guilty of the farne fault. Soon 
after this, a the fubjecr of reconmnics is re
furned ; -and.Cleobulus being afked, What is 
a con1petency ? begins with rnentioning an 
old v:ulgar ftory, about making a coat for 
the moon; and a Fable of Efop's, on a dog's 
contracting hi1nfelf in winter, and extending 
himfelf in fun1mer: and this enquiry about a , 
competency, leads thern into b a fuller con- 
fidennion of temperance and aliments;. 

In the clofe of this, Gorgras, the brother · 
of Periander, con1es in frorn a voyage; and 
g ives an c account of the wonderful prefer- 
vation of Arion by the Dolphins, who car
ried him to ihore when flung into the fea. 
E fop J (whether in jeft· or ferioufly) does . 
not feem to believe it: · Diodes, in anfwer to 
hi1 1, r fers to the prefervation of Phryxus · 
and Helle; and Solon fays, " Thefe things · 
are above our reach, and muft be left to the 
Gods." Several other ftories e are told of · 
perfons affifted by Dolphins; and Anacharfis 
reafons (as is his way) very gravely and 
finely l1pon Providence. On their enquiry's . 
growing too nice and particular, and Efop's ·. ·, 
quoting feveral verfes . out of Hmner, _Solon 

a PlutarchJ 157:1 A. 
b Ibid. 157 to I 6o . 
c Ibid. 160 to 162. 
d od'e AICTW'ffo<;, "A"A'A' Ufkli-j(;, E(/J"IJ:~ xA.wa~et; -rl3~ E[-J-8~ 

x oi,ol8<;, ~ %Ofe<-Ke<-<;, e1 J',a>.:yovla.l " d':IIC{Jm<; lfo Tole<-tJl" 

~Eavl:tJoY1a,." Plutarch, 162, B. 
e Plutarch, p. 163. 

takes 
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takes hold of that opportunity to quote a 
verfe of Hmner too, to put them in mind 
of its drawing toward bed-time. He f then 
propofes a fa~rifi<;e ; which . they perform, 
and depart. 

It appears upon the whole, from what is b' 

recorded by Plutarch on this occafion, thaii 
Efop's converfation confifted of a 1nixture of 
humour, w.it, tnirth, and good-nature; and 
-the adapting, or making of Fables upon the 
fpot, as occafions arofe: and immediately af
ter the perufal of this piece, it firfr came into 
my thoughts, that Efop was perhaps a n1an 
as full of wit and humour as our celebrated 
Dr. Swift; for he fcarce ever fpeaks without 
cxercifing one or other of thofe talents. He 
n1ight po$bly have been as h fatirical too, 
tho' in a more gay and lefs difobliging man
ner: and, indeed, his good-nature is pointed 
out as ftrongl y as any part of his character i. 
His wifdom itfelf was gay and cheerful; and 
it was for that very _reafon that he has been 
fo often preferred to all the fe-ven Sages of 

f Plutarch, p. 164. 
B Plutarch, in the entrance on this fubjdt, fays there 

had been falfe accounts publifhed of it, and propofes 
his as a true one. 

h Ka1 o AICJ'r.nro~, o1ov fAfF,(Io!o~--•lfl'YJ, &c. Plut. 
p. 152 .-Derifor potius, qua·m deridendus Senex. Phced. 
lib. 3· fab. 14.-For a remarkable inftance of his hu
mour, very like Dr. Swift, fee the fame, lib. 3· fab. 5· 

i In his refcuing a lady of fo charming a character as 
Eumetis from her confufion, l'· 152, D. 

Greece? 
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Greece.. He was free and open in his dif
courfe : for he fpeaks frequently; and tho" 
there were fo many in company k, and fo 
many of high rank and figure, he has (in a 
n1anner) the firft and I aft word in their con
verfation. Plutarch too confirms what has 
been obferved 1 by others, that he was very 
free in intermixing his Fables even in the moft 
common and familiar parts of his difcourfe. 

I have m already mentioned the reafon why 
Efop might choofe to write Fables : aPld 
though he certainly was not n tP.e inventor, 
he excelled all others fo greatly in that way 
of writing, that he has generally o been re-

gar4ed 
k s f .• ee note , p. xxvu. 
I In particular, by Prifcian. ·see below, note 0

• 

m P. XV. 

n Prifcian mentions Archilochus as a writer ofFables.ll 
who flourifhed above a century before Efop. (Bayle, 
Note A.) Q!intilian fpeaks of Hefiod as the firft inven
tor of them (id. ib.), who was two centuries earlier 
than Archilochus ; and the Fable of J otham recorded in 
fcripture (Judges, ch. ix. ver. 8-zo.) is almoft three 
centuries earlier than Hefiod. 

0 Ilia:: quoquP. fabul<e, quce etiamfi originem non ab 
JEfopo acceperunt -(nam videtur earum primus auCtor 
Hefiodus) , nomine tamen .JEfopi maxime cele~rantur ; 
ducere animas folent, prcecipue rufticorum & imperi
torum; qui et fimplicius, quce fitta funt, audiunt; & 
capti voluptate, facile iis quibus deletlantur confcm
tiunt. Qlintilian, I n!bt. Or. Lib. 5. c. 1 I. 

D ittus ell: JEfopus Aoyo'!.lro l o~ ; non quod primus · muta 
loqui docuerit, nam ante eum Hefiodus lioc fecerat in 
fermone Lufcini~e -ad Accipitrem ; fed quod prrecipue 

b 6 hoc 
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garded as fuch ; and jg called. fo by feveral, 
even of the ancient writers. It appears very 

plainly 
hoc {cribendi genus feclatus eft. Menage, in Laerti
um, Lib. 1. N. 72. 

K.x?ldla.1 (,uv.So~) ~L; ~.x~n,Y..ot;, vJ KIA I~, ,:; Kv'1Tg1oq, 7rgo1 
'r~~, wgo~J.xq f-'EJ.x.Se>q, p..Ela.S:Iq TU OVr.<[..tUliX" VI% IX J'e fi.UAl·.OV 
AlvW7I'Woq l\syea-e.x1, TvJ -rov A1a-w7rov tX.e,,..x 7rav/.:uv a-vf'Ygu{-et~ 
7<3~ ,uv9sq. Apophthonius, in Pra::exercitarnentis. 

Prifcian, in fpeaking of Fable, calls Efop the inven
tor of if:; but £oon after he corrects himfelf, and adds, 
Ufi funt d\ vetufriilimi quoque autores, Hefiodus, Ar
chilochus, Plautus, Horatius. Nominantur antem ab 
inventoribus fabularum, alia:: .lEfopia::, alia:: Cypria::, 
alia:: Lybica::, alia:: Sybaritica::; omnes autem commu
niter lEfopia::, quoniam in conventibus frequenter 
{olebat .LEfopus fabulis uti. From Bayle, Art . .l:Efop. 
Note A. · 

Nunc fabularum cur fit jnventum genus 
Brevi docebo. Servitus obnoxia : 
OEia qua:: volebat non audebat dicere, 
Affectus proprios in fabellas tranftulit ; 
Calumniamque fi.B:is elufit jocis: 
Ego porro illius f~rt}ita feci viam. 

Ph::edrus, Introd. Lib. 3· ver. 30. 
Avienus fays, in the Pref. to his Fables, Hujus ma

teria:: ducem nobis ..iEfopum noveris : qui refponfo Del
phici Apollinis monitus, ridic,Jla orfus eft, ut legenda 
.fi.rmaret. From Bayle, Note A. And Apollonius in 
Pniloftratus fays, " That £fop, not content with re
jeCting the fabulous ftories of the poets in favour of 
wifdom, invented a new method." B. 5. ch. 5. From 
the fameJ Note H. 

As the word Ridiculous is always nfed in a bad fenfe 
in Englifh, it may not be improper to obferve, that 
Ridiculus in La6n was ufed in a good fenfe, as well 
as in a bad; and is to be taken in the fcrm er, in the 
quotation here from Avienus. 'Tis as much a com
mendation of Efop, as the Feftivus et D el B:abilis of 

Gellius., 
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plainly fr01n the words of P Socrates ·and 
q Phxdrus, each of whmn tranfiated fome of · 
the Fables of Efop, that he wrote the1n in , 
profe; though the invention which generally 
attends them, and which is the·n1ore effential 
part in poetry, rnade the former regard them·. 
as a poetical.work. 

·Thedifi:inguifhing charaCt-er of Efop'sftile· 
feems to have been that ofan r elegant firn

plicity ;~ 

Gellius, p. x.vi1i. Note 2.3 ; or. the Hilariora Studia of. 
Seneca, p. xlviii. Note 6. Thu:;, where Horace is pre
ferring the hmnorous fort of fa tire to the fevere, heiays, . 

Ridiculmn acri 
Forti us ac melitis magnas plerumque fecat res. 

Lib. I. Sat. 10. ver. 1-5 • . 

And Phcedrus, fpeak'ing of Efop's works., attributes 
half of their merit to this : 

Duplex libelli dos· eft; quod rif11m movet~ 
Et quod prudenti vitam confilio monet. 

Introd. Lib. 1. ver. +· 
I fuppofe the Greeks ufed rs.Ao•o~ of him, in the fame 

manner. AIC"W'if"& re.AOIC(. ' ov1ws- E.Aeyov Tl:i~ AICTW'ffi:J p.v.SHS"• 
Hefychius. 

P EHO'JCT.Z<; o11 Tov WOI'Y/1-t,v d'~ol, El'ii'lg· p.eMo1 'JrOI??l'tiS" esva1, 
1f'OIE1V p..u.SI:J~ a/V,' I:J .f..oyi:J~· ~ .ZVl@>.o I:JY. ??V fW.SOAO')IIY.@.o 
~~a lcwt.z, I:JS" wg'->;>GEigi:J<; e~xov ' ,; 'ti'if"15".Z(-' 'tiV fw.S&<; T&<; Alcrww&, 

'r&lwv E'JrOI'I]CTct OIS 'Wgwlo,, eveluxov . Socrates, in Plato's 
Pha:::do. 

q .IEfopus auctor quam materiam reperit_, 
Hanc ego POLI I verfibus fenariis . 

Ph"cedrus, Introd. Lib. 1. ver. 2. 

r OEifquamne ita nitet, ut com paratus tibi non for
deat? Q:.is ita ad .Aifopi ruenujfatem, quis ad fophillicas 
lfocratis conclufiones, quis ad enthymemata Demo
fthenis_, au opulentiam Tullianam, aut proprietatem 

noilri 
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-plicity; it was very s plain, fhort, and clear; 
and his writings have been highly admired 
for· their good fenfe and ufefulnefs, in all 
ages. The plans of his F abies are com
mended for the fatne t elegance as his ftile. 
He has been highly admired for his writings 
of this kind in all age$. . ~intilian recom
mends thetn u as the firft o~jtcr in the in
ftrutl:ion of children ; and Plato, when he 
is baniihing the fabulous ftories of Homer 

noftri Maronis ; quis ita a.ffeB:et fingula, ut tu imple3 
omnia? Aufonius, in his Epiftle to Symmachus, vol. ii. 
p. 642. Ed. Var. 

s This appears very evidently, even from the imita
tions of his writings. Phcedrus's fiile has commonly 
been admired for its particular fimplicity and neatnefs; 
and he fays, very ftrongly, that he imitates Efop in his 
manner, as well as in his matter : 

Librum exaraoo .tertium JEfopi ftilo. 
. L. 3· Prol. ver. 30. 
Laertius has preferved a couplet in Socrates's tranf

lation of one of his Fables, remarkable only for ~s 
particular plainnefs : 

Alr7W?Toc; 7TCJ1~7'1e~e KogH.&Iov ct)tJ VE£1,~f71 1 
M'tJ xg'PEIY a.ee1,v i>.a.o~I)(W croq;,,. 

And the Fables which Plutarch (in his Banquet of 
the Sages) has put into Efop's own mouth, are remark
ably fhort and dear. 

t In quibufdam [ fabulis J et argtlmentum ex fi.B:o Io
catur, et per mendacia ipfe relationis ordo contexitur; 
ut funt illce JEfopi Fabui<E, elegantia fictionis illuftres • 
.Macrobius, in Sornn. Scip. Lib. 1. cap. 2. 

u Efopi fabellas, quce fabulis nutricularum proxime 
fuccedunt, narrare fermone puro et nihil fe fuprarno
dum extollente, deinde eandern gracilitatem fii lo exi
gere, condifcant. Inftitu~. Orat. I. c. 9• 

and 
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and w Hefiod, advifes the ufe of this fort of 
Fables in his Commonwealth; in both of 
which he is ftrongly followed by x Philoftra
tus ; who fays, " That they were more pro
per than all other Fables, to infpire us with 
wifdmn." The Athenians, in the age when 
learning was at its greateft perfetl:ion atnong 
them, fhewed their high opinion of Efop 
and his writings, by the r noble ftatue they 
eretl:ed to his memory, and by the celebrated 
fculptor z they employed for that purpofe. 

'rhe great excellence of his way of writing 
w T8c; 3£ ey){g,.Sovla.c; (p.uStic;) 7rEicrop.ev Tct.t; TgoqJ8c; TE ~ 

,wl)1ega.c; AeyeH Tole; ?rct.ICTI ~ ?rAa.Tlelv 7ct.c; ~vxa.c; a.v1wv Tole; 

,uuSolt;, '!D"OAV p.a.AAOV "11 "" crwp.a.1a. Tct.l<; xegcrl. Plato De 
Republica, Lib. :z. 

x- P.hiloil:ratus, Book 5. ch. 5· 
Y JE[opo it1ge1ztem fl:atuam pefuere Attici. 

Phcedrus, Epif. to B. 2. \ler. 1. 

The Greeks ufed to fet up fl:atues, larger than the 
life, to compliment th.eir kings, heroes, and gods: of 
this kind the il:atue here mentioned, in honour of Efop, 
feems to have been. 

They fet up, at the fame time, feven ftatues to the 
famous cotemporary fages of Greece ; and this fiatue 
ef Efop at the head of them all. Danet, the commen
tator to the Delphin edition, on the place; from the 
following epigram of Agathias: 

:Ev ye 'GJ"Oiwv, Avcrl?r?re yegw~, ~"w~J YIE 'lr'Aa.ra., 

.t!.eiXEAOY AICTW?rti )'11CTct.O 7'8 ~"?·'ti, 

'E?rlct. croqJwv, tp.?rgocr9H' E?rEI Y.EIYOI f-EY a.va.yY.'))Y, 

Ep.~a.Aov, ov 'GJ"EI9w, q;95yp.oun TOIS' crq;~1E~ol~. 
Oc; 8-E, croqJo1c; p.vipo1~ ~ -u;/o.a.crp.a(TI Y.ct.lg~e~ A&~a.~ 1 

IIa.1~wv EY CT'lr83n 7rEI9e~, EX.e~goVEEIV• 
C> evx1ov 8'' ., -rg'11Xfla. Ga.ga.IY<CTJ~ ., "La.p.1ov 8-s 

To yAvY.u Tov p.u9ou x"r.o~ •x;o ~~"~"g• 
The great Lyfippus. 

~on!ifts 



cronG.fts in blending of a the agreeable and the 
inftructive fo well together : from which 
Horace might pofiib]y take the hint for that 
rule, whichhefeems to diftingui:fh basthemoft 
~onfiderable of any in his Art of Poetry. 

'Tis no wonder that works fo-t1feful, fo 
pleafing, and fo much recommended, were 
in every body's hands: they were fo efpecial
ly at Athens c, the great feat of fcience; and 
about the time that arts 61 and knowledge 

a Thus, where Pha;drus fays that he imitates Efop 
in his I ft book of Fables, he immediately adds, 

Duplex libelli dos eft; quod rifum movet, 
Et quod prudenti vitam confilio monet. 

Introd. to B. 1. ver. 4· 
A. Gellius prefers him to all ' the philofophers on this 
very account ; and A vie nus attributes fo happy a 
thought to an infpiration from Heaven (Note 86.). 
Apollonius did the fame, tho' in a different manner 
(Philoftratus, B. 5. chap. 5 .) ; the latter fuppofi~g this 
light to have been given him by Mercury, and the
former from the oracle at Delphi. 

b Omne tulit punB:um, qui mifcuit utile dulci ; 
LeB:orem deleB:ando, pariterque monendo. 

De Art. Poet. ver. 34J· 
c- It was a proverbial expreffion there, for a man who 

was entirely ignorant," That he had neverreadEfop.'' 
oud'' A1crwwov q;nwal'l))(ct~ . Arifiophanes, Aves. ver. 47 I: 
or, as it is in Galen, Oud'< Alcr(I)'Tf'ov fL<p.aSr,%-a.~. De 
Simplicibus Medicam. xi. The reafon of this proverb 
(as the commentator on Arifrophanes fays) was" their 
reading him there with eagernefs." OT' ...-ov .f..oyo7ro1ov 
AI(T(I)'Tf'OV J',a. (T'Tf'/:3 ~'/j~ uxov. 

d The Athenians paid that fignal compliment to 
Efop, of fetting up his fiatue above thofe of all the fe
ven Sages, in that great age in which Lyfippus and 
Apelles, and Arifiotle, Plato, and Xenophon flourifhed. 

were 
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were both at their greateft height. The Fa
bles of Efop was generally the firft .book e 

which was read by their youth, and perhaps 
one of the bft which f01ne of them quitted. 

f Plutarch 1nentions Efop among the au
thors moft proper for forn1ing philofophers ;. 
and indeed his diftinguifhing character was 
wifc.l01n, attended (as has been fhewn before) 
with a perpetual flow of pleafantry. Ph::edrus 
calls hitn g The Sage ; and fays h, " That he 
faw through all Nature~" 

It Inuft be very difficult, at this diftance 
of time, to determine which of the Greek 
F abies_, that are publifued asEfop' s, were really 
of his writing. Several of rhe1n 1nay be fo; 

but we do not know how to diftinguifh thein. 
I i11ould think it more eafy to catch hitn at 
the rebo·-~nd ; I rnean, in the profeft tranf
]ations of him. Phaedrus, the i firft of the 

Roman 
e Fabnlas primum tradere pueris folent--; quia 

animos eorum, adhuc moUes. ac1 ,..,..,ol:o.·ou &die Vlas 
----·--- -·" • H"-· r r 1.:1an. 

f Ou ,ua~ov -;-a AICT(J)lrEICf..,u~~u~lc.:. , ;.j.Ta~ r,t(!l'lj7si!a.q ur.o9:cr;;s~ 
c;ssr.;y_o~oo •· a~, a ;~ Ta 'U;ses Tw~ t}-u~ ~oy,u..a7.x ~=f.A.IYf-1-"~"' 
fA uthi\oy1a fJ-E·"J" Y,aov'll; E :·9~crtwul . De Aud i en dis Poe tis 

£ c h P' ..] . • 
..;Op us. n •t. L1b. 3· Fab. q.. ver . 9· 

11 
- N:uis emunche ienex 

N1tnra nunquam verb:t cui potL it -d~re. 
i 

1 
Id. Lib. 3· Fa5. 3. ve1:. 15 • 

P11<1:drus,_ after fpea.king of Efop, fays, 
~'"lnl:l.m occuparet al ter ne rimus forem 

, . . Ne folus e1Tet D:udui. Cl~fe to B. ii. v:r. 6.._ 
Tr:, pr~bable that Ph::edrus had not pub!" fhed his F~

bl us J wnen S ne~a wrote his Confola ion to Poh·bius, 
t.o·w a r d_s. 
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Roman poets who wrote Fables, begins with 
infonning his reader that he has k turned into 
verfe feveral of thofe which (as was remarked 
before) were written in profe by l!fop. He 
confirms this frequently afterwards, in gene
ral; and has pointed out fome in particular, 
as tranf1ated from Efop. He makes 1nention 
of thefe m'uch oftener 1 toward the beginning 
of his work, than in the following parts of 
it; and I a1n apt to think, that n1oft of the 
Fables m in the laft book are of his own in
vention. Avienus, the next Latin fabulift 
that I know of, though at the diftance of 
towards the latter end of the reign of Claudius : for 
that philofopher fays ·in it to his friend, Non audeo te 
ufque eo producere, ut fabellas quoque, & Efopeos 
logos, intentatum Romanis ingeniis opus, folita tibi 
venuftate connectas : difficile eft quidem, ut ad h<£c 
hilariora ftudia jam vehementer perculfus animus tam 
cito poffit accedere. Seneca, Confol. ad Pol. c. 27. 

k Phredrus, Introd. to B. 1. ver. 2. 
1 L. 4· Fab. 2, 3, & Io.--L. 4· Fab. t6. He 

mentions Efop and his actions in f~veral others; but does not fay tfi01e r<n.11'-., .. ~-----'"- ' . _ 1_ __ r __ "Y)_J.: .• 
One would think, however, from what he fays, I.io. 4· 
Fab. 20 • that moft of the foregoing Fables were takea 
from Efop. . . , ~id judicare cog1tur L1vor mo?o, . 

Licet difiimulet, pulch..re tamen mtell~go. 
Q!icquid putabit eife di_g~um n:em.on<£, 
JEfopi dicet; fi quid mmus ~dn.fent, 
A me contendet fiCl:um quoVls p1gnore ; 
<2Eem volo refelli jam nunc refponfo meo: 
Sive hoc ineptum, ftve la~dandum eft opus, 
Invenit ille, noftra perfec1t manus. 

m From the In trod. to Lib. 5 · 
feveral 
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(everal n centuries, agrt~es with Ph~drus in 

profeffing to o follow Efop, and giving his 

book the title of Efop1an Fables; but does 

not point him out as the author of any one 

f the1n in particular. 
It has been already faid P, that Socrates 

tranflated fmne of his Fables. As the Athe

nians, not long after their putting that great 

rnan to death, grew as fond of his memory 

as they had been cruel to his perfon, it is 

probable that this might alfo add, at the 

fa111e time, to their efteem for Efop and his 

writings. However that be, this is certain, 

that it was about fifty years after the death 

ef Socrates, that they erected q the ftatue fo 

much in honour of Efop ; and about a 

hundred, r that Demetrius Phalereus pub-
liihed 

1'1 Avjenus, according to GyraldllS, lived in the time 

efTheodofius and his fons. There are forty-two Fables 

in elegiac verfe, publifhed as his, in Maittaire's Cor

pus Poet. Lat. vol. z. p. I 338, &c. 
0 Hujus materice ducem nobis .lEfopum noveris. 

From Bayle, Art. £f. Note A. 
P ee note s, p. xxxviii. 
q Socrates was put to death 400 years before our 

1Era; and Lyfippus, who made this ftatue of Efop, 

was in the height of his reputation under Alexander the: 

Great, whofe reign was from 3 36 to 3 24 ditto. 

r Demetrius Phalereus (according to Dr. Blair's Ta· 

bles, whofe authority is alfo followed in the preceding 

note) was banifhed from Athens 303 years before our 

.lEra. Fabricius fays, that he publilbed a collection 

of Efopian Fables (Aoywv AlcrW7Wwv cruvaywya:1). Art. 
Efop. 
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lif11ed an edition of h!s Fables ; as Diagoras 
had indeed done longs before, while Socrates 
was living. 

The Fables which Planudes publiihed as 
Efop's, were printed at Milan in 1480, foon 
after the art of printing was introduced into 
Italy; and afterwards by Aldus, in I 50 5. 
This Aldine edition was followed by feveral 
others ; and 'particularly by Robert Ste
phens, at Paris, in I 5 46. It contained I 49 
fables t ; to which N evelet added almofr as 
many n1ore, frmn fome 1nanufcripts in the 
I-Ieidelberg Library, in hi-s edition at Franc
fort in I 61 o : but thefe manufcripts (as 
well as that of Planudes) too often betray 
their true authors; for the Monks are cmn
rnended in the 3d and the I I 9th of thefe ad
ditional Fables. 'Tis a great pity that a 
rrJOre judicious collection fhould not be made 
from all the befl: and mofr authentic manu-
Efop. Lib. 5. c:tp. 8o: and another vo lume, eitner of 
his fables, or of anecdotes relating to him ( Ala-w7T< Iwva ). 
Ibid, cap. 81. 

s D iagoras was ba.nifhed from Athen s in the 9 I ft 
Ol vmpiad (fi-orn 416 to 413 before our Era). He 
p ~1bl i jted a collecrion of F . bles (of the Phrygian , or 
Efop) under the t itle of <1Je;;y:o' J\.oy0, , according to 
T atia11 ; or ¢euy•o~ P ~~•y•.~..a. , according to ~,rhximu 
T yrius . See Laertius, Li~. 5. cap. 8o. - I o not fee 
why thefe mig};t not ha ' C been two diil:incr works ; as 
well as t:w(e uf Demetrius Phalereus, mentioned in the 
foregoing note . 

t H is addition mane them j n r.ll Z'J7. See Fabri-. ' B.b G A - r. . ctus s ~ . r . rt. -:.1op. 

fcr ipts. 
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fcripts. that could be procured ; and perhaps 
it fhould be chiefly from fuch as u are pre
vious to the ti1nes of Planudes .. 

u Mr. Boyle fpeaks of one of about soo years old, 
which belonged to Voflius; and, as he fays, was then 
at Leyden. Fabricius doubts it. Montfaucori, in his 
D · arium Italicum, prornifed to publifu the Life of 
Efqp, with the Fables, as they were extant before the 
ti~e of Planudes, from a manufcript in the moriafl:ery 
,ef St. Mary at Florence. Fabricius; ibid. 



AN 

E s A 

ON 

F A B L E. 

I N T R 0 D U C T I 0 N. 

W H 0 EVER undertakes to compofe a 
Fable, whether of the fublimer and more 
complex kind, as the epic and dramatic; 

or of the lower or more fimple, as what has been 
called the Efopean ; fhould make it ~is principal 
intention to illuil:rate fome one moral or prudential 
maxim. To this point the compofition in all its 
parts mufi be direfud ; and this will lead him to 
defcribe fome action proper to enforce the maxim 
be has chofen. In feveral refpeCl:s, therefore, the 
greater Fable and the lefs agree. It is the bufinefs 
of both to teach fome particular moral, exemplified 
by an acti-on, and this enlivened by natural incidents. 
Both alike mufi be fupported by appofite and pro
per charatl:ers, and both be furniilied with fenti
ments and language fuitable to the characters thus 
employed. I would by no means however infer, 
that to produce one of thefe fmall pieces, require 
the fame degree of genius as to form an epic or 
dramatic Fable. All I would infinuate, is, that the 
apvlogue has a right to fome !hare of our efieem, 
from the relation it bears to the poems before
mentioned ; as it is honourable to fpring from a 
noble ftem) although in ever fo remote a branch. 

A perfect 
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A perfeCt Fable, even of this inferior kind, feems a 
much ftronger proof of genius than the mere nar
rative of an event. The latter indeed requires 
judgment: the former, together with judgment, de . 
mands an effort ()[ the imaginqtion. 

Having thu!i endeavoured to procure thefe little 
compofitions as much regard as they may fairly 
4alaim, I proceed to treat of fame particulars moil: 
effential to their charaCter. 

S E C T. I. 

OJ tbe Truth or Moral of a Fable.-

' T I S the very effence of a Fable to convey 
fame moral or ufeful Truth beneath the £ha .... 

clow of an aflegr;ry. It is this chiefly that diftin
guifhes a Fable from a Tale; and indeed gives it 
the pre-eminence in point of ufe and dignity. A 
Tale may confift of an event either ferious or co
mic ; and, provided it be told agreeably, may be ex
cellent in its kind, though it fhould imply.no fort of 
Moral. But the aCtion or Fable is contrived on 
purpofe to teach and to imprint fome Truth; and 
fhould clearly and obvioufiy include the illuftration 
of'it in the very catafirophe. 

The 'Truth to be preferred on this occafion, fhould 
neither be too obvious, nor trite, nor trivial. Such 
would ill deferve the pains em-ployed in Fable to 
convey it. As littl~ alfo fuould jt be one that is 
very dubious, dark, or controverted. It ihould be 
of fuch a nature as to challenge the affent of evezt, 
ingenious and faber judgment; never a point of 
mere fpeculation, but tending to inform or to re
mind the reader of the proper means that lead t() 
happinefs, or at lea{t to the feveral duties, deco-

rijll}S~ 



rums, and proprieties of conduB:, which each parti
cular. Fable endeavours to enforce. 

The reafon why Fable has be~n fo much efieemcd 
"in all ages, and in all countries, is perhaps owing 
to the polite manner in which its maxims are con
veyed. The very article of giving infiruB:ion fup
pofes at leafi a fuperiority of wifdom in the advifer; 
a circumfiance by no means favourable to th~ ready 
.admiffion of advice. 'Tis the peculiar excellence 
of Fable to wave this air of fuperiority : it leaves 
the ;·eader to collect the moral; who, by thus difco
vering more than is ihewn him, finds his prin
ci pie of felf-love 'gratified, infiead of being difiz!fied. 
The attention is either taken off from the advifer; 
or, if otherwife, we are at leafi flattered by his hu
mility and addrefs. 

Befides, infrruB:ion, as conveyed by Fable, does 
not only lay afide its lofty mien and fupercilious 
afpeB:, but appears drefi in all the fmiles and graces 
which can firike the imagination, or en·gage the 
paffions. ft pleafes, in order t~ convince; and it 
imprints its moral fo much the deeper, in proportion 
as it entertains ; fo that we may be faid to feel our 
duties at the very infiant we comprehend them. 

I am very fenfible with what difficulty a Fable is 
brought to a :fhiCt: agreement with the foregoing 
account of it. This, however, ought to be the 
writer's aim. 'Tis the fimple manner in which 
the Morals of E~ p are interwoven with his Fa
bles, that difiinguiihes him, and gives him the pre
ference to all other Mythologifis. His Mountain 
delivered of a Moufe, produces the Moral of his 
Fable, in ridicule of pompous pretenders ; and 
his Crow, when ihe drops her cheefe, lets fa11, as 
it were by accident, the firongefi admonition againft 
the power of flattery. There is no need of a fe
parate fentence to explain it ; no poffibility of 

impreffing 
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impreffing it deeper, by that load we too often fee of 
accumulated reReB:ions. Indeed the Fable of the 
Cock and the Precious Stone is in this refpeet very 
exceptionable. The leffon it inculcates is fo dark 
and ambiguous, that different expofitors have given 
it quite oppojite inte1:pretations ; fome imputing the 
Cock's rejection of the Diamond to his wifdom, and 
others to his ignorance. 

Strictly {peaking then, one iliould render needlefs 
any detached or explicit .t-Aoral. Efop, the fath~r of 
this kind of writing, difclaimed any fuch afli:fhnce. 
'Tis the province of Fable to give it birth in the mind 
of the perfon for whom it is .intended ; otherwife the 
precept is dinB, which is contrary to the nature and 
end of allegory. However, in order to ·give all ne
ceuary affi!hnce to young readers, an Index is added 
to this colleCtion, containing the Subject or i'vloral 
of each Fable, to which the reaJer may occafionally' 
apply. 

After all, the greatVJ fault in any compofition 
(for I can hardly allow that name to riddles) is ob-

J-urity. There can be no purpofe anfwered by a 
work that is unintelligible. Annibal Carracci, and 
Raphael himfelf, rather than. rifque fo unp:::trdonable 
a fault, have admitted verbal explanations into fome 
of their befi: piClures. It mufi be confe{fed, that 
e\'ery fi:ory is not capable of telling its own IVJ oral. 
In a cafe of this nature, and this only, it iliould be 
exp,·ifs!y introduced. Perhaps al.fo where the po'nt 
is doubtful, we ought to {hew enough for the lefs 
acute, even at the haza1~d offhcwing too much for the 
more fagacious : who, for this very reafon, that they 
m·e more f.1gacious, will pardon a fuperfluity whidt 
is fuch to them alone. 

But, on thefe occafions, it has been matter of 
di fpute, whether the .l\1oral is better introduced at 
the end or beginning of a Fable, Efop, as 1 f:li.d 

c before, 
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before, \miverfally rejeB:ed any feparate .l\1oral. 
Thofc we now find at the clofe of his Fables, were 
placed there by other hands. Among the ancients, 
Phcedrus; and Gay, among the moderns, inferted 
thei~s at the bea·inni11g: La 1\!lotte prefers them at the 
conclujion ; ancl Fontaine difpofes of them indifcri
minately, at the beginning or end, as he fees conve
nient. If, amidfi the authority of fuch great names, 
I might venture to mention my own opinion, I 
:fhould rather prrfix them as an introduc7ion, than add 
them as an aj-pmdage. For I would neither pay my 
rear/er nor myfl!f io bad a compliment, as to fuppofe, 
after he bacl read the Fable, that he was not able to 
difcover its meaning. Befides, when the Moral of 
a Fable is not very prominent and {hiking, a lead
ing thought at the beginning puts the reader in a 
proper track. He knows the game which he pur
fues: and, like a beagle on a warm fcent, he follows 
the {port with alacrity, in proportion to his intelli
gence. On the other hand, if he have no previous 
intimation of the defign, he is puzzled throughout 
the Fable; and cannot determine upon its merit 
without the trouble of a frdh perufal. A ray of 
light imparted at firfi, may fhcw him the tendency 
and propriety of every expreffion as he goes along ; 
but while he travels in the dark, no wonder if he 
fiumble or miftake his way. 

S E C T. II. 

Of the AElion and Incidents proper for a Fable. 

I N choo!ing the aB:ion, or allegory, three con
ditions are altogether expedient. I. It muft 

be clear: that is, it ought to !hew without equivo
cation, precifely and obvioufly, what we intend 
iliould be underfl:ood. 2. It muft be one and entire: 

that 
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that is, it mull: not be compofed of fep::trate and in 
depenJent actions, but mufi tend, in all its circum
fiances, to the completion of one fingle event. 3· It 
mufi be natural; that is, founded, if not on Truth, 
at leafl: on Probability; on pupular opinion; on that 
relation and analogy w)).ich things bear to one ano
ther, when we have gratuitoufiy endowed them with 
the human [acuities of fpeech and reafon. And 
thefe conditions are taken from th~ nature of the 
human minJ; which cannot endure to be embar
raffed, to be bewildered, or to be deceived. 

A Fable offends againfi perfpicuity, whe:1 it leaves 
us doubtful what Truth the Fabulill: intended to 
convey. We have a firiking example of this in 
Dr. Croxall's Fable of the Creaking Wheel. " A 
Coachman," fays he, "hearing one of his wheels 
creak, was furprized; but more efpecially when he 
perceived that it was the worfi: wheel of the whole 
1et, and which he thought had but little pretence to 
take fuch a liberty. But, upon his demanding the 
rea{on why it did fo, the Wheel replied, that it was 
natural for people who laboured under any affiitl:ion 
or calamity to complain." Who would imagine 
this Fable defigned, as the author inforns us, for an 
admonition to reprefs, or keep our complaints to 
rmrfelves, or, if we mui1 let our forro ·s fpeak, to 
take ore it be done in folit-ude and re tirement? The 
.ftory of this Fable i not well imagined: at leaH-, 
if meant to fupport the .1oral hich the ~1uthor has 
dr~wn from it. 

A Fable is faulty in refpeB: to unity, when the 
fe,·eral circumfbnces point diffcrwt ways, and do 
not center, like fo many lines, in one diftin8: and 
unambiguou ~;Jonl. An e,'amplc of this kind is 
furnifhed by La M!Jtte in the obr n·ation he m kes 
upon Fontaine's two Pigeon . ' Thefe Pigeons 
had a reciprocal affeCtion for each other. One of 

c 2 them 
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them !hewing a defire to travel, was earneftly op
.fJOfed by his companion, but in vain. The former 
fets out uyon his rambles, and encounters a thou
fund unforefeen dangers ; while the latter fuffers al
moH: as much at home, through his apprehenfions 
fDr his roving friend. Hovvever, our traveller, after 
many hairbreadth efcapes, returns at length in fafcty 
back, and the two Pigeons are, once again, mutually 
happy in each other's company." Now the appli·. 
£ai:.ion of this Fable is utterly vague and uncertain, 
for want of circumi1ances to determine, whether the 
author defigned principally to reprefent the dangers 
of the 'Travelt'er; his friend's anxiety during his ab-
fence; or their mutual.happinefs on his return. Where
as, had the travelling Pigeon met with no difafi:ers 
on his way., but only found all pleafures infipid for 
want of his friend's participation; and had he re
turned from no other motive than a defire of feeing 
him again, the whole then had happily clofed in this 
Gne confpicuous inference, that the prefence ofa real 
fr.iend is the moil: defirable of all gratifications. 

The ]afi rule I have mentioned, that a Fable 
ihould be natural, may be violated feveral ways. 
~Tis oppofed,.. when we make creatures enter into 
unnatural affociations. Thus the Sheep or th~ Goat 
mufr not be made to hunt with the Lion; and it is 
yet more abfi..1rd, to reprefent the Lion as falling 
in love with the ForeHer's daughter. 'Ti infringed, 
by afcribing to them appetites and paffions that are 
not conf&ent with their known characters; or elfe 
by employing them in fuch occupations as arc fo
reign and unfuitable to their refpeB:ive natures. A 
r ox !hould not b~ faid to long for Grapes ; an 
Hedge -hog pretend to drive away Flie ; nor a Par
tridge offer his fervice to delve in a Vineyard. A 
ponderous iron and an earthen vafe !hould not fwim 
•oge.ther down a river; and he tha-t iliould make his 

Goofe: 
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Goofe lay golden eggs, would fl..Jew a luxuriant 
Jane), but very little jttdgmhzt. In {hort, nothing 
befides the faculty of fpeech and reafon, which Fable 
has been allowed to confer, even upon inanirnates., 
mu!t ever contradic7 the nature of things, or at leafr 
the commonly-received opinions concerning them. 

Opinions indeed, although erroneous, if they either 
are, or ba·ve been uni verfall y rec:eived, may afford 
fufficient foundation for a Fable. The I\1andrake, 
here, may be made to utter groans ; and the dying 
Swan to pour forth her elegy. The Sphynx and 
the F hcenix, the Syren and the Centaur, have all the 
exifience that is requifite for Fable. Nay, the 
Goblin, the Fairy, and even the l\Aan in the l\1oon, 
mZty have each his province allotted him, provided it 
be not an imprope1· one. Here the notoriety of opi.- · 
nion fupplies the place of faB:, and in this manner 
truth may fairly be deduced from falfeho€)d. 

Concerning the incidents proper for Fable, it is 
a rule without exception, that they oug~t always to 
be ft"u : it being forei gn to the nature of tb-is com
pofition to admit of much v2.riety. Yet a Fable with 
only om fingle incident may po.flib}y appear too na
ked. If Efop and Ph.<edrus are herein fometimes too 
fparing, Fontaine and La I'v1otte are as often too pro ... 
fufe. In this, as in mofi: other rna 'ters, ~ medium 
certainly is beft. In a word, the incidents fhould i1ot 
only be few, but {hort: and l ike thofe in the Fables 
-'Jf " the Sw;ll\ow and other Lirds," " The J'v1i ller 
2nd his Son,'; and ''the Court and Country l\1oufe,',. 
\ey mufi: naturaily arife out of the ii..mje2::;. and fe.n:e 

to illufrrat~ a :d enforce the .fm:aL: 

SECT. 
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S E C T.. HI .. 

Of the Perfons, . CharaCle.rs, and. Sentiments of Fable". 

T HE race of animals .fidl prefent th~mfelves a& 
the proper actors in this little drama. They 

ar.e indeed a fpecies that approaches, in many re
fpetl:s, fo nea.r to our own, that we neecl only lend: 

· th~m fpeecb, in order to produce a fhiking refem
blance: It would however be unreafonable to ex
petl: a ihiB: and univerfal fimilitude. There is a• 
certain meafure ancl degree of analogy, with which, 
the mo:ft difcerning reader will refi contented : for' 
.infrance, he will accept the properties of. animals, al

.though necejfmy and invariable, as the images of our: 
inclinatiom, though never fo f ree. To require more 
than this, were to fap the -very foundations of alle-· 
P'ory; and even to deprive ourfelves of half the 
_pleafure that .flows from poetry. in general. 

Solomon fends us to the Ant, to learn the wifdom 
of indu:ftry : and our inimitable ethic poet intro
duces Nature herfelf as g_iving us a ji.milar kind of· 
t:ounfel.. 

Thzts then to Man the l7oic.e of Nature fpake : 
" Go, from tbe Creatures thy if!firutlions take
" There all the forms official union find, 
<' And thence let reafim late iryh-ull mankind." 

He fuppofes that animalS in their native charaCters, 
'Without the advantages of f})e.ech and reafon, which . 
~re . affigned them by the Fabulifis, may, in regard 
to il1ora!J-, as wen as Arts, become examples to the 
Luman race.. Indeed I am afraid •e have fo far 
deviated into afcititious appetites and fanta:ftic man
ners, as to find the expediency of copying from them 
!lut fimp icity we ourfelves· have loft. If animals in 

J x themfel ves 
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themfelves may be thus exemplary, how much more 
may they be made infiruB:ive, under the direction of _ 
an able F abulift ; who, by conferring upon them 
the gift of language, contrives to make their inftincts 
more intelligible, and their examples more determi
nate! 

But thefe are not his only actors. The Fabuli:ft 
has one advantage over all other writers whatfoever, 
as all the works both of art and nature are more im
mediately at his difpofaL He has, in this refpect, a 
liberty not allowed to epic or dramatic writers, who 
are und~~mbtedl y more limited in the choice of per
fons ti be employed. He has authority to. prefs 
imo1lis fervice every kind of exi:ftence under hea
ven : not only beafis, birds, infeB:s, and all the ani
mal creation, but flowers, ilirubs, trees, and all the 
tribe of vegetables : even mountains, foffils, mine
rals, and the inanimate works of nature, difcourfe 
articulately at his command, and act the part which 
he affigns them. The virtues, vices, and every 
property of beings, receive from him a local habitation 
and a name. In fhort, he may perfonify, beftow life, 
fpeech, and aCtion, on whatever he thinks proper. 

It is eafy to imagine what a fource of novelty and 
v ariety this muft open, to a genius capable of con
ceiving, and of employing thefe ideal perfons in a 
proper manner: what an opportunity it affords him 
to diverfify his images, and to treat the fancy with 
change of objeDs, while he firengthens the under
fianding, or regulates the paffions, by a fucceffion of 
Truths! To raife beings like thefe into a :ftate of 
action and intelligence, gives the Fabulift an un
doubted claim to the filji character of the poet, a 
O·eator. I rank him not, as I f::tid before, with the 
writers of epic or dramatic poems ; out the maker 
of pins or needles is as much an artift, as an anchor
fmith: and a painter in miniature may {hew as 

much 
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much ikill, as he who paints in the largefl: propor
tions.· 

\iVhen thefe perfons are once raifed, we muft 
carefully enjoin them proper tafks; and affign them 
fentiments and language fuitable to their feveral na
tures, and refpeB:ive properties. 

A Raven fho uld not be extolled for her voice, nor 
a Bear be reprefented with an elegant f.oape. 'Twere 
a very obvious inihnce of abfurdity, to paint a Hare, 
cruel ; or a \V olf, compaffionate. An A~ were 
but ill qualified to be General of an army, though 
he may well enough ferve perhaps for one of the 
trumpeters. But io long as popular opinion allows 
to the Lion, magna:~.imity; rage, to the Tyger; 
firengtb, to the IVlule ; cunning, to the Fox ; and 
buffoonery, to the Monkey; why may they not fup
port the characters of an Agamemnon., Achilles, 
Ajax, U lyffes, and Therfites? The truth is, when 
Nloral actions are, with judgment, attributed to the 
brute creation, we fcarce pn·crive that Nature is at 
all violated by the F abulii1: . He appears) at mojl, to 
have only tranflated their language . His Lions,. 
Wolves, and Foxes, behave and argue as thofe crea
tures would, had they originally been endowed wi th 
the human faculties of fpeech and reafon. 

But great'er art is yet required1 whenever vve per
fonify inanimate beings. Here the ccpy fo far de
viates from th e great lines of 1 T ature, tb.at without 
the nicefl: ca;-e, reafon will revolt againfr the net ion . 
However, "b::: ings of tbis fort, managed ingeuioufly, 
and with addrds, recommend the a uli! 's inve:l
t ion by the grace of novelty and 'J2r iety. 1 r.deed 
the analogy between things natural and art;ficiaJ> 
animate and inanimate, is oft n f: very {hiking, 
that we can, with feeming p:-orr! ·<y, rriv pi:3<JJI5 
and fentiment to e\ ery individual p~n vf t:>-tfl.cnce. 
Appearance favours the deception. 'l he in may 

be 
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be enamoured of the Elm; her embraces te:ftify her 

_paffion. The fwelling l\1ountain may, naturally 

enough, be delivered of a Moufe. The Gourd may 

reproach the Pine; and the Sky-rocket infult the 

Stars. The Axe may folicit a new handle of the 

F orefi ; and the Moon, in her female charatl:er, re
quefi a fa!hionable garment. Here is nothing in

congruous; nothing that ihocks the reader with 

impropriety. On the other hand, were the Axe to 

defire a fine perriwig, and the Moon petition for a 

new pair of boots; probability would then be violat

ed, and the abfurdity become too glaring. 

S E CT. IV. 

On the Language of Fable. 

T HE mofi beautiful Fables that ever were in
vented may be disfigured by the Language in 

which they are clothed. Of this, poor Efop, in 

{orne of his Englifh drdfes, affords a melancholy 

proof. The ordinary fiyle of Fable iliould be fa
miliar, but it lhould alfo be elegant, Were I to in

france any fiyle that I iliould prefer on this occafion, 
it iliould be that of :rvJr. Addifon's little tales in the 

Spectator. That eafe and fimplicity, that concife

nefs and propriety, that fubdued and decent humour 

he fo remarkably difcovers in thofe compofitions, 

feem to have qualified him for a F abulifr, almoft 

beyond any other writer. But to return: 
The Familiar, [1.ys 1r. La vlotte, to whofe in

genious Ejjay I have often been obliged in this dif
courfe, is the general tone, or accent of ·Fable. It 

wa thought fufficient on its fidl appearance, to 

~end the animals our mofi common language. Nor 

mdeed have they any extraordinary pretenfions to the 
fublime; 



Iviii A N E S S A Y o N F A B L E. 
fublime; it being requiftte they lhould JPeak with the fame fimplicity that they behave. 

The Familiar alfo is more proper for infinuation 
than the E te'vated; this being the language of re-jlefiion, as the former is the voice of fentimmt. V.l e 
guard ourfelves againfl: the one, but lie open to the other; and infhu8.:ion will always the moil: effeB:u
ally fway us, when it appears l;;aft jealous of its , !"ights and privileges. 

The Fa1niliar ftyle however that is here required, notwithftanding that appearance of Eafe which is its charaB:er, is perhaps moi<e difficult to write, than 
the elevated or fublime. A writer more readily per
ceives when he has rifen above the common lan
guage, than he perceives, in fpeaking this language, whether he has made the choice that is mofi fuitable 
to the occafion : and it is neverthelefs, upon this happy choice that all the charm of the familiar de
pends . l\1oreover, the elevated ftyle deceives and [educes, although it be not the beft chofen ; whereas the familiar can procure itfelf no fort of ref{)ect, if it be not eafy, natural, jufi, delicate, and unaffect
ed. A Fabulift mufr therefore befiow great atten
tion upon his :fl:yle; and even labour it fo much the 
more, that it may appear to have co:fl: him no pains at all. 

The authority of Fontaine jufriftes this opinion in regard to fi:yle. His Fables are perhaps the befi examples of the genteel familiar, as Sir Roger L'E:fl:range affords the grofrefr, of the indelicate and low. \Vhen we read that " while the Frog and 
the l\.1oufe were difputing it at fwords point, down comes a Kite powdering upon them in the interim, and gobbets up both together to part the fray ." And 
where the Fox repro:1ches "a bevy of jolly goffiping 
wenches making merry over a dijh of Pullets, that, if 
~e but peeped into a hen~rooH, they always made a 

bawling 
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bawling with their dogs and t!Jeir bqflards; while 
you yourfelves, fays he, can lie Jllfijing your guts with 
your Hens and your Capons, and not a word of the 
pudding." This may be famiLiar, but is alfo coar(e and 
vulgar ; and cannot fail to difgufi: a reader that has 
the leafl: degree of tafi:e or delicacy. 

'I'he fi:yle of Fable then mu!t be fimple and fami
liar ; and it mufi: likewife be correCt and e1egant. 
By the former, I would advife that it i11ould not be 
loaded with figure and metaphor; that the difpofition 
of words be natural ; the turn of fentence~ , eafy; 
and their con!truB:ion, unembarraffed By elegance, 
I would exclude all coarfe and provincial terms; all 
afre8:ed and puerile conceits ; all 0bfolete and pe
dantic phrafes. To this I would adjoin, as the word 
perhaps implies, a certain finilhing poliili, which 
gives a grace and fpirit to the whole; and which, 
though it have always the appearance of nature, is 
almofr ever the ejfi:Cl of art. 

But, notwith!tanding all that has been faid, 
there are fome occafions on which it is allowable, 
and even expedient to change the fi:yle. The lan
guage of a Fable muft rife or fall in conformity to 
the fubjeB:. A Lion, when introduced in his regal 
capacity muit hold difcourfe in a ftrain fomewhat 
more elevated than a Country Moufe. The Lionefs 
then becomes his ~teen, and the beafts of the foreft 
are called his S ubjeCls: a method that offers at once 
to the im::~.gination, both the animal and the pcrfon 
he is d ilgned to reprefent. Again, the Buffoon
monkey lhould avoid that pomp of phrafe, which 
the Owl employs as her beft pretence to wifdom. 
Unlefs the ftyle be thus judicioui1y varied, it will 
be imp?ffible to preferve a j ufl: difiinB:ion of cha
raCter. 

Defcriptions, at once concife and pertinent, add 
a ~race to Fable ; but are then mofr happy, when 

7 included 
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included in the action : whereof the Fable of Bo-. reas and the Sun affords us an example. An epithet well chofen is often a defcription in itfe!f; and fo much the more agreeable, as it the lefs retards us in our purfuit of the cataftrophe. 

I might enlarge much further on the fubject, but perhaps J may appear to have been too diffufe already. Let it fu.ffice to hint, that little Jlrokes of humour, when nrifing naturally from the fubjccr, and incidental rtjie8ions, when kept in due fubordination to the principal, add a value to thefe compofitions. Thefe latter, however, f.hould be employed very · fparingly, and with great addrefs ; be very few, and very fhort. It is fcarcely enough that they naturally refult from the fubjetl: : they ihould be fuch as may !.ppear nec~/Jary and effintial parts of the Fable. And when thefe embelliihments, pleafing in tbemjelves:J tend to illufirate the main oBion, they then afford that namelefs grace remarkable in Fontaine, and fom~ few others; and which perfons of the befi difcernment will more . eafily conceive, than they can e»o plain. 

F A l3 L E S. 



F A B,, L E S. 

B 0 0 K I. 

FROM THE AN-CIENTS•. 





A N C I E N T F A B L E S. 3 

FABLE I. 

The 'Trees aJld the Bramble. 

HE Ifr<~.clitcs, -ever mmmuring and difcon
tented under the reign of Jehovah, \II'Cre de
firou. of having a king, like the refi of the 

nations. Theyoffered the kingdom to Gideon their 
d ,li erer, to him, and to hi pofter·ty after him: 
he generoufly refufed their ofl:er, and reminded them, 
th<lt Jehovah was their king. When Gideon was 
dead, A bi melech, his fon by a concubine, flew all 
his other ions to the number of feventy, Jotham alone 
c!Caping; and by the affifi-ance of the Shechemites 
m; Je himfelf king. J otham, to reprefent to them 
their folly, and to ihew them, that the moit deferv
ing are generally the leafi ambitious, \vhereas the 
\\ orthleL' grafp at power with eagernefs, and exercifc 
it with infolence and tyranny, fpake to them in the 
following manner : 

B 2 Hearken 
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Hearken unto me, ye men of Shechem, fo may 
God hearken unto you. The trees, grown weary 
of the fl:ate of freedom and equality in which God 
had placed them, met together to choofe and to 
anoint a king over them : and they faid to the 
Olive-tree, Reign thou over us. But the Olive
tree faid unto them, Shall I quit my fatncfs where
with God and man is honoured, to difquict m yfelf 
with the cares of government, and to rule over the 
trees? And they h'lid unto the Fig-tree, Come thou, 
and reign over us. But the Fig-tree faid unto 
rhem, Shall I bid adieu to my fweetnefs and my 

'' pleafant fruit, to take upon me the painful charge of 
royalty, and to be fet over the trees? Then faid the 
trees unto the Vine, Come thou, and reign over us. 
But the Vine faid alfo unto them, Sha111leave my 
wine, which honoureth God and cheereth man, to 
bring upon myfelf nothing but trouble and anxiety, 
and to become king of the trees ? we are happy in 
our prefent lot: feek fome other to reign over you. 
Then faid all the trees unto the Bramble, Come 
thou, and reign over us. And the Bramble faid un
to them, I will be your king; come ye all under my 
fnadow, and be fafe ; obey me, and I will grant you 
my proteCtion. But if you obey me not, out of the 
Bramble r.aall come forth a fire, which !hall devour 
even the cedars of Lebanon. 

ABLE llo 
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F ABLE II. 

The Frogs petitior,·ing Jupittrjor a King. 

AS Efop was travelling over Greece, he hap
pened to pafs through Athens juft after Pifif

tratus had abolifhed the popular ftate, and ufurped a 
fovereign power; when perceiving that the A the
nian bore the yoke, though miid and eafy, with 
much impatience, he relotted to them the followinf 
fable: 

The commonwealth of Frogs, a difcontented, 
variable race, weary of liberty, and fond of change, 
petitioned Jupiter to grant them a king. 1 he 
good-natured deity,. in order to indulge this tneir 
requefi, with as little mifchief to the p titioners ~ 
poilible, threw them down a Log. At firfi they re
garded their new monarch with great reverenc<?, 
and kept from him at a mofi refpeetful difi :1 lCC: 

but perceiving his tame and peace<lble difpo!l.tion, 
B 3 the_· 
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they by degrees ventured to approach him with more 
familiarity) till .at l.ength they conceived f0r him the 
utmofi contempt. ln this difpofition, they renewed 
their requefr to Jupiter, and in treated him to beLlow 
upon them another ki.ng. The Thunderer in his 
wrath ient them a Crane, who no fooner took pof
ief:fion of his new dominions, than he began to de
vour his {ubje8:s one after another, in a moil: capri
cious and .. yraru1ical manner. They were now far 
more diifatisfied than before ; when applying to. 
Jupiter a third time, they were difmiffed with this 
reproof, that the evil they complained of th y had 
in1prudendy brouaht upon themfelves; and that 
they had .no other remedy now but to. fu mit to it 
with~ patience. · 

~ A B L R HI. 
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F A B L E III. 

The ' Belly and tbe Limbs. 

M ENENIUS AGRIPPA, a Roman con~ 
ful, being deputed by the fenate to ap

peafe a dangerous tumult and [edition of the peo
ple, who rcfufed to pay the taxes neceHary for car
rying on the bufinefs of the ftate ; convinced them 
of their folly, by delivering to them the following 

fable: 

l\1 y friends and countrymen, f3id he, attend to 
my words. It once happened that the l\1embers 
of the human body, taking fome excertion at the 
conduct of the Belly,_ refolved no longer to grant 
him the ufual fupplies. The Tongue firfi, in a 
feditious fpeech aggravated their grievances ; and 
after highly extoliing the ::tttivity and dlligence of 
the Hands and Feet, fet forth how hard and un

reafonable it was, that the fruits of their labour 
B 4 iliould 



fhould be fquandered away upon the infatiable crav
ings of a fat and indGlent Paunch, which was entire} y 
ufelefs, and unable to do any thing towards helping 
himfelf. This fpeech was received with unani
mous applaufe by all the Members. Immediately 

-the Hands declared they would work no more; the 
Feet determined to carry no fartber the load of guts 
w ith which they had hitherto been oppre:ffed ; nay, 
the very Teeth refttfed to prepare a fmg~e morfel 
more for his ufe. In this diHrefs, the Belly befought 
them to confider maturely, and not foment fo fenie
Jefs a re.bellion. There is none of you, fays he, can 
be ignorant that whatfoever you befiow upon me is 
jmme<,{iately converted to your ufe, aml difperfed by 
me for the good of you all into every Limb. But 
he remonfirated in vain; for during the clamours of 
paffion, the voice of reafon is always difregarded. 
It being therefore impofiible for him to quiet the 
tumult, he ftarved for want of their affifiance, and 
the Body wafied away to a fkeleton . The Lim bs, 
grown weak and languid, were {enfible at lafi of 
their error, and would fain have returned to their 
refpeeti ve du t ies ; but it was now too late, death 
had taken poffe ffion of the whole, anJ they all pe.
.ri r.aed together r 

F A BLE 1\'., 
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F A B L E IV. 

Tbc H/O!f and tbe Shepherds. 

0 W apt are men to condemn in others, 
·wh2.t they practi[e tl1@mfelves without fcru-

.1\ Wolt; C1ys 1 lu Mch, peeping into a but, wh:."rc 
a company of Shepherds rere rc_saling themfelve, 
w[t;1 a joint of mutton ; LorJ, fG id h , what a cla
mour ·.Vou1 tht fc men have rli ed if they had c~tch-
cr 71~ Jt [qch. ::.n u~t ' 
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F ABLE V. 
The Fox and the * Swallow. 

A RISTOTLE informs us, that the following 
fable was fp0ken by Efop to the Samians, -on 

a debate upon changing their minifters, who were 
accufed of plundering the commonwealth. 

A Fox fwimming acrofs a river, happened to be 
entangled in fome weeds that grew near the bank, 
fi·om which he was unable to extricate himfelE As 
he lay thus expofed to whole fwarms of flies, who 
were galling him and fucking his blood; a Swallow, 
obfervin g his difhefs, kindly offered to drive them 
a\vay. By no means, fuid the Fox; for if thefe 
fhould be chafed away, who are already fufficiently 
gorged, another more hungry fwarm would fucceed, 
and I fhould be robbed of every remaining drop of 
blood in my veins. 

'"' Infl cad of the Swallow, it was originally a Hedge-Hog; but as 
h .. t creature feC'med very unfit for the bufinels of driving awa)· flie£, 

•t•.•.as thought more rroper to f~:~b!l:itute the Swallow. 

FABLE VL 
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FABLE VI. 

The Fox and the Raven. 

A F 0 X obferving a Raven perched on the 

branch of a tree, with a fine piec~ of cheefe 

in her mouth, immediately began to confider how 

he might poffefs himfelf of fo delicious a morfel. 

Dear madam, faid he, I am extremely glad to have 

the pleafure of feeing you this morning : your beau

tiful fhape, and lhining feathers, are the delight of 

my eyes; and would you condefcend to favour me 

with a fong, I doubt not but your voice is equal to 

the reft of your accompliihments. Deluded with 

this flattering fpeech, the tranfported Raven opened 

her mouth, in order to give him a fpecimen of her 

pipe, when down dropt the cheefe ; which the Fox 

}mmediately fnatching up, bore it away in triumph, 

leaving the Raven to lament her credulous vanity at 

her leifure. 

B 6 FA B L E VII. 
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F A B L E VII. 
The Fox end t!Je Stork. 

T HE Fox, tho' in general more inclined t<> 
roguery than wit, had once a {hong incli

nation to play the wag with his neighbour the Stork. He accordingly invited her to dinner in great form; 
but when it came upon the table, the Stork fou nd it 
confifred intirely of diffe~ent foups, ferved up in 
broad iliaJlow dillies, fo that {he could only dip in 
the end of her bill, but could not pollibly fati , fy her 
h unger. The ·ox lapped it up very readily, and 
every now and then, ruldreffing himfclf to his guei1, 
1 cG.rcd to know how fh~ liked her entertainment ; 
hoped that every thing was feafoned to her mint.l; 
and protdted he was very forry to fee her eat fo 
fparing~y . The Ctork, perceiv ing fhc was pbycd 
upon, took no notice of it, hut pretended to like 
cve-:y difh ex rcmely; and, at parting, prcflcd tt:e 
l'ox fo carncHly to r~:-.i"r. her vifit, that he could n~>t 

l! 
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i:n civility refufe. The riay arrived, and he repaired 

to his appointment ; but to his great mortification,. 

when dinner appeared, he found it compoicd of minc

ed meat, ferved up ird·e-ug narrow-necked glaffes; 

fo that he was only tantalized with the fight of what 

it was impoilible for him to taf.te. The Stork thrufi: 

in her long bill, and helped herfelf very plentifully; 

~hen turning to Reynard, who was eagerly licking. 

the outfide of a jar where fome fauce had been fpill

cJ-I am very glad, faid ihe, fmiling, that you feem: 

to have fo good an :1.ppetite; I hope you will make

as hearty a dinner at my table, as I did the other day · 

at yours. Reynard hung dovm his head, and looked: 

very much difplcafed.- Nay, nay, faid the Stork, 

don't pretend to be out of humour about the mat

ter; they that cannot take a jell-> ihould ne\·er; 

make one. 

I-' ABLE VIII, 
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FA B L E VIII. 
ne Daw witb borrowed Feathers. 

·wHEN a pert young templer, or city ap-
prentice, fets up for a fine gentleman, 

with the affiH:ance of an embroidered waifrcoat and 
Drefden ruffies, but without one qualification proper 
to the charaCter, how frequently does it happen, that 
he is laughed at by his equals, and defpifed by thofc:. 
whom he prefumed to imitate ! 

A pragmatical Jackdaw was vain enough to 
imagine, that he wanted nothing but the coloured 
plumes, to render him as elegant a bird as the Pea
cock: puffed up with this wife conceit, he dreffed 
himfelf with a fufficient quantity of their moil: beau
tiful feathers, and in this borrowed garb, forfaking 
his old companions, endeavoured to pafs for a Pea
cock; but he no fooner attempted to affociate with 
thefe genteel creatures, than an affeCted !hut be-

trayed 
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trayed the vain pretender. The offended Peacocks, 

plucking from him their degraded feathers, foon 

!hipped him of his finery, reduced him to a mere 

Jackdaw, and drove him back to his brethren; by 

whom he was now equally defpifed, and juftly pu_

niihed with deriiion and contempt., 

F A B L tE IX. 

The !-rolf and the Lamb .. 

W HEN cruelty and injufrice are armed with 

power, and determined on oppreffion, the 

firongefr pleas of innocence are preferred in vain. 

A Wolf and a Lamb were accidentally quench

ing their thirfi: together at the fame rivulet. The 

W olf frood towards the head of the fiream, and the 

L amb at fome difrance below. The injurious beafr, 

refolved on a quarrel, fiercely demands-How dare 

you diilurb the water which I am drinking ? The 
poor 
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poor Lamb, a11 trembling, replies, How, I befeech 
yGu, can that poffibly. be the cafe, finGe the current 
fets from you to me? Difconcerted by the force of 
truth, he changes the accufation: Six months ago,, 
fays he, you. vilely Ilandered me. Impoffible, re
turns the Lamb, for- I was not then born. N o mat
ter, it was your father then, or fome of your rela· 
tions; and· immediately ft!izing the innocent Lamb, 
he tore him to pieces. 

FA B L E X. 
Th.1 l/.11Junt.~in in L abour. 

J\ R U .J.v'l 0 U R once prevailed, that a nc' gh
..J.t..~ bouring mountain was in labour: it wa 
affirmed, that ilie had been heard to utt r prod;
gious groa 1 ; and a gener:1l expeB-ation had been 
raifcd, that fome extraordinary birth was at h,dld. 
l\1ultitudes flocked wi:h r·1uch eagernefs to b 
witncffi s of t 1e womle ful e' ent : one ex pee ing 

9 her 



A N C I E NT FA B L E S. 17 

her to be delivered of a giant; another of fome enor

mous monH:er ; and all were fufpended in earneff 

expectation of fomewhat grand and afionifhing. 

When, after waiting with great ·impatience a confi.

derable time, behold ! -out crept a Moufe. 

FA B L E XI. 

The Boys and the Frogs.. 

0 N the margin of a large lake, which was. iDr

habited by a great number of} rogs, a com,.. 

pany of Boys happ ned to be at play. Their di-. 

verflon was duck and drab~ ; and whole vollies of 

fione~ were thrown into the water, to the great 

annoyance and d.mger of the [X>Or terrified l• rogs. 

At length one of th~ mofl: hardy, lifting up hi!; 

he:1.d abo\'e the [urface of t!1e lake ; Ah, dc: ,tr 

cbildren, f:.tid he, why will ye learn fo foon the 

rucl praCtices of your race ? Confider, I bcfeech 

vou, tint tho· this nn y be Jp;rt to you, 'tis kat/; 

to u • 
FABLE XIL 
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F A B L E XII. 
Tbe Lark and her Young.' 

A LARK having built her nefi in a field of corn, it grew ripe before her Y oWlg were well able to fly. Apprehenfi.ve for their fafety, ihe enjoined them, while ihe went out in order to provide for their fubfi.ftence, to liften very attentively to any difcourfe they might hear about reaping the field. At her return, they told her, that the farmer and his fon had been there, and had agreed to fend to fome of their neighbours, to affift them in cutting it down the next day. And fo they depend, it feems, upon neighbours, faid the mother ; very well : then I think we have no occafion to be afraid of to-morrow. The next day ilie went out, and left with them the fame injunction as before. When fhe returned, they acquajnted her, that the farmer and his fon had again been there, but as none of their neighbour came to their , 1fiance, they had deferred reaping 
till 
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till the next day, and intended to fend for help to 

their friends and relations. I think we may frill 

venture another day, fays the mother; but how

ever be careful, as before, to let me know what 

paifes in rhy abG~nce. They now inform her, that 

the farmer and his fon had a third time v1fited the 

field ; and finding that neither friend nor relation 

had regarded their fummons, they were determined. 

to come the next morning, and cut it down them

felves. Nay, then, replied the Lark, it is time to. 

think of removing : for as they now depend only 

upon themfelves for doing their own bufinefs, it will 

undoubtedly be performed. 

F A B L E XIII. 
The Stag drinking. 

A S TAG quenc~ing his thirfi in a c~ear lake, 

was fhuck w1th th.c beauty of h1s horns, 

which he faw reflected in the ,~.rater. At the fame 

t ime, obferving the extre·ne llell ernefs of his legs ; 
Vllr t 
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What a pity it is, faid he, that fo fine a creature fhould. be furniihed with fo defpicabfe a fet of fplndle!hanks! what a ttuly noble animal !hould I be, were my legs in any degree anfwerable to my horns r- In the midfi: of this foli1oquy, he was alarmed' with the cry of a pack of hounds. He immediately flies through the foref1, and leaves his pur(uers fo. far behind, that he might probably have efcaped ; but taking i'nto a. t!hid( wood; his horns \:<..7 ere entangled in the hranches, where he was held till the hOtmcfs came up, and tcre him in pieces. In hi s hft moments, he thus exela1med- How ill do we j ud~:;eof oHr true advantages !. the legs which I dcfpifed would have borne me away in fafety, had not my favourite antlers betrayed me to ruin. 

F A B L E XIV. 
T he Swallow a11d other Birds .. 

A SW ALLO\V obfc.i·viilg an hufba ndman em
ployed in fowing hemp, called the little Birds together, and info ·med t e-m what the far.-

mc~ 
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mer was about. He told them that hemp was the 

material from which the nets, fo fatal to the fea

thered race, were compofed ; and advifed them una

nimouf1y tojoin in picking it up, in order to prevent 

_ the confequences. The Birds, either difbelieving 

his information, or neglecting his advice, gave them

fclves no trouble about the matter. In a litde time 

the hemp appeared above ground; the friendly 

Swallow again addreifed himfeJf to them, told them 

.it was not yet too late, provided they would imme

<liately fet about the work, bdore the reeds had taken 

too deep root. But they ·fhfl rej etbng h .s ad

vice, he forfook their fo c:Iety, repatred for fafety to 

towns and cities, there built his habitation and kept 

his refidence. l.me day1 as he was fkimming aloug 

the fheets, he happened to fee a large parcel of thofe 

very birds, imprifoned in a cage1 on the fhoulders of 

.a bird-catcher. Unhappy wretches, faid . he, you 

now feel the puni:lhment of your former neglect. 

But thofe who, having no forefight of their own, def

pife the wholefome admonition .of their friends, de

ferve the mifchiefs which their own obfiinacy or 

negligence brings upon their heads. 
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FABLE XV. 
The A(s and the Lap-dog. 

AN Afs, who lived in the fame houfe with a fa
vourite Lap-dog, obferving the fupe~ior degree 

-of afteB:ion which the little minion enjoyed, imagin
ed he had nothing more to do, in order to obtain an 
equal ihare in the good graces of the family, than to 
imitate the Lap-dog's playful and endearing carefles. 
According} y, he began to frifk about before his maf
ter, kicking up his heels and braying, in an aukward 
affeCtation of wantonnefs and pleafantry; this il:range 
behaviour could not fail of raiflng much laughter, 
which the Afs miil:aking for approbation and en
couragement, he proceeded to leap upon his mafl:er's 
breafl:, ancl began very familiarly to lick his face; 
but he was prefently convinced, by the force of a 
good cudgel, that what is fprightly and agreeable in 
one, may in another be juitly cenfured as rude and 
impertine~1t ; ancl that rhe ft reft way to gain efteem, 
is for every one to act fuitably to his own natural 
genius and character. 

FABLE XVI. 
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F A B L E XVI. 

The Lion and tbe Moufi. 

A L I 0 N by accident laid his paw upon a .Poor 

innocent Moufe. The frighted little creature, 

i 1agining :£he was :u.fl: going to be devoured, beg

ged hard for her life, urged that demency was the 

fc1ire.fl: attribute of power, and earnefily intreated hi, 

maje:fl:y not to ftain his illufl:rious paws with the

blood of [o infignificant an animal; upon which the 

Lion very generoufl y fet her at liberty. It happened 

a few days afterwards, that the Lion, ranging for his 

prey, fell into the toils of the hunter.. 1'he I\1 ufe 

heard hi · roarings, knew the ' 'oic-e of her benefactor, 

and immediately rer~~iring to his a11i:f1:ance, gnawed 

in pieces the mefhes of the net, and by delivering her 

preicrver, convinced him that there is no creature 

fo much below another, but may h.avc it in hi power 

to return a good offici:!. 
8 FA B L E XVII. 
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FABLE XVII. 

'The TYO!f and the Crane. 

A W 0 L F having with too much grcediners 
[wallowed a bone, it unfortunately ftuck in 

his throat ; and in the violence of his pain he ap
plied to feveral animals, earnefily entreating them to 
extract it. None cared to hazard the dangerou~ 
experiment, except the Crane ; who, perfuaded by 
his folemn promifes of :t gratuity, ventured to thrufi: 
her enormous length of neck down his throat, and 
having fuccefsfully performed the operation, claimed 
the recompence. See the unreafonablenefs of fome 
creatures, faid the Wolf: have I not fuffered thee 
fafely to draw thy neck out of my jaws, and haft 
thou the conkieru:e to demand a further reward ! 

ABLE XVIII 
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F A B L E XVIII. 

The Couiltryrnan and the Snake. 

J\ N honefi Countryman obferved a Snake lying 
1~ under a hedge almoft frozen to death. He 
·was moved with compaffion; and bringing it home, . 
he laid it near the fire, and gave it fome new milk. 
Thus fed and cherifhed, the creature prefently began 
t o revi\·e: but no iooner had he recovered H:rength 
enough to do mi!Chicf, than he fprung upon the 
Countryman·s wife, bit one of his children, and, in 
lhort, threw the whole family into confufion and 
terror. Ungrateful wretch ! i~1 id the man, thou 
h· il: fufficiently taught me how ill-judged it is to 
ccnfer benefits on the ·worthlefs and undeferving. So 
~i) ir:g, he fi1atched up an hatchet, and cut the !i'lake 
111 ptel.':€:i. 

c FADLE XIX. 
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FABLE XIX. 

·frhe Dog and the Shadow. 

'A· N 'hungry Spaniel, having ftolen a piece of 
fleih from a butcher's iliGp, was carrying it 

acrofs a river. The water being dear, and the fun 
4hining:bright~y, he faw his own image in the fheam, 
and fancied it to be .another Dog with a more de
-licious morfeL: upon which, unjufily and greedily 
opening his jaws to .fnatch at the Shadow, he loft 
the Jubfrance .. 

FABLE XX. 
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FA B L E., XX. 
'Tbe Sun and the lYind. 

P H 0--:: BUS aml 1Eolus had once a difpute 
which of them could fooneft prevail with a 

certaiu traveller to part with his cloak. .lEolus 
began the attack, and afEwlted him with great 
violence. But the man ~rapping his cloak flill 
clofcr about him, doubled his efForts to keep it, 
and went on his way. And now, Pha:bus darted 
hi<> warm infinu;1ting rays, which melting the tra
veller by degree , at length obliged him to throw 
afide that cloak, which all the rage of JEolus 
could not comp l him tO reflgn. Learn hence, 
fc.tid Ph~bus to the blufl:cring god, that foft and 
gentle meam will often accomplilh what force and fury c01.n never effect. 

c 2 FABLE XXL 
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.FA B L E XXI. 

The Wolf and the Mqjlijf. 

!~ ·LEAN half-fiarved Wolf inadvertently 

:fi:rolled in the way of a fhong well-fed 

v1aftiff. The Wolf being much too weak to act 

upon the offenfive~ thought it moH: prudent to ac

cofi hondl: Towfer in a friendly manner; and 

emong other civilities, very complaifantly con

gratulated him on his goodly appearance. Vvhy, 

yes, returned the l\1a£l:iff, I am indeed in tolerab~e 

cafe ; and if you will follow me, you rna y foon be 

e.ltogether in as good a plight. 'l .he Wolf pricked 

up his ears at the prcpofal, and requefted to be in

formed what he muft do to earn fuch plentiful meals. 

Very little, replied the Ma:fi:iff; only drive away 

beggars, carefs my mafter, and be civil to his fa

mily. To thefe conditior; the hungry Wolf had 

no objection, and very readily confenttd to follow 

his new acquaintance wherever he would condutl 
- bim, 
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him. As· they were trotting along, the Wolf ob

ferved that the hair was worn in a cirde round hts 

friend's neck; which raifcd his curiofity to enquire 

\ hat was the occafion of it. Nothing, anfwered 

the Ivlafiiff, or a mere trifle; perhaps the collar to 

wh.:ch my chain is fometimes fafiened. Chain I re

plied the W olt~ with much furprize ; it fhould fcem 

then that you are not permitted to rove about where 

and when. you plcafe. ·Not always, returned Tow

fer, hangir:lg dov.rn his head; hut what 6oe;; that fig

nif)'? It .fignifies fo much, rejoined the \t\f olf, tl'iat 
I am refol ved to have no fhare in your dinners ; f.,alf 
a meal with liberty, is, itl my efiimation> preferable 
to a full one without it. 

•' ii. B L E XXII. 
Foriw!e and the School-boy. 

A S C H ~ ~-L-B 0 Y, fatigued with play, 
r threw huntelf dmvn by the brink of a deep 

,..veil , where h~ tell fafi aDe p. F o~·tune happening 

C3 to 
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to pafs by, faw him in this dangerous fituation, 
and kindly- gave hil1?- a tap on the {boulder : l\1y 
dear child, faid fne, if you had fallen into this 
well, I iliould have borne the blame; thoud1 in 
faft, the :1ccident would have been wholly ow~1g to 
your own careleili1efs. 

Misfortune; faid a celebrated cardi11al, is but 
another word for imprudence . The maxim is by 
no me<:ms abfolutely true: cert2.in, however, it is, 
that mankind fuffer more evils from their own im
prudence, than from events vtl-.ich it is not in their 
power to controul. 

F A B L E XXIII. 
'The F1-ocr and tbe Ox. <.:> 

A F R 0 G b~ing wonderfully !huck with .the 
fize and maJeity of an Ox that wa~ g raz 1ng 

in the marihes, could not forbear endeavouring to 
expand 



A N C I E N T F A B L E S. 3-r 

exp:md herfelf to the fame portly magnitude. Af
ter puffing and [welling for fome time, " What 
'' think you, fifier," faid fhe, "will this do?" F~r 
from it. " \Vill this ?" By no means. "But th 1s 
" furely will? " Nothing like it. In fhort, after 
many ridiculous efforts to the fame fruitlefs purpofc, 
the fimple ? rog budl her ikin, and miferably expired 
upon the fpot. 

F ABLE XXIV. 

The Lion and otber Beqjls hunting in Partner/hip. 

T HE Bull, and feveral other beafis, were am
bitious of the honour of hunting with the 

Lion. His favage majefiy graciou!1y condefcended 
to their dcfire ; and it was agreed, that they fhould 
a11 have an equal fhare in whatever might be taken. 
They fcour tl e fordt, are unanimous in the purfuit; 
and, after a very fine chace, pull Jown a noble Stag. 
It was divided with great dexterity by the Bull, into 

C + four 
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four equal parts ; but j ull: as he was going to fe
cure his fhare-Hold, fays the Lion, let no one 
prefume to ferve himfelf, till he hath heard our juJl: 
and reafonable claims. I feize upon the firft quar
ter by virtue of my prerogative; the fecond, I think, 
is due to my fuperior conduB: and courage; I can
not forego the third, on account of the neceffities of 
my den; and if any one is inclined to difpute my 
rig11t to the fourth, let him fpeak. Awed by the 
maje[l-y of his ffown, and the terror of his paws, 
they filently withdrev..r, refolving never to hunt again 
but with their equals. 

FABL E X ·vv r-... • 

T he Ailt and t/;,; Fly . 

A N nt anc· a Fly hacl once a ridicu ous con
tefi about precedepcy, and wer~ arg uinf:i 

w hich of the t '1'. o was th ·: more hononr.1ble : fucl1 
diljmtes mofr freq uen 1 y happen amon2;!l: the lowcti: 

cu:d 
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and mofi: worthle(., creatl1res. The Fly expreffed 
great refentment, that fuch a poor, crawling inJect, ' 
iliould prefume to lie .bafking in the fame fun{hine 
with one {o much her fuperior! Thou haft not 
furel y the inlolence, faid fue, to imagine th:y{elf of 
an equal r;,:mk with :Jte. I am none ef yo~r mecha,. 
nic creatures \vho live by their indLtfiry; but enjoy 
jn plenty, 2nd without labour, every thing that is 

' truly delicious. I place myfelf uncontrouled upon 
the heads of kings; I kits with freedom the Iips of··· 
beauties; and feafi upon the. choicefi facrifices that 
are oflered to the gods. o eat \vith the gods, re
plied the Ant, and to enjoy t"c fayours of the fair 
and the powerful, would be 

0 
es.i. honour indeed to 

one _who was an invited or a weko:-ne gue.fi:; but · 
an impertinent intruder, who is driven out with 
averfion and contempt wherever he appe:1rs, has .not 
much caufe methinks to boafi -of his privileges. 
And as to the honour of not labouring for your fub
fifience; here too your boaft is only your diigrace; 
for hence it is, that one half of the year you -are def
titute even of the common neceflaries of life; whii£~ 

I, at the f:lme time, retiring to the hoarded granaries 
which my honefi indufiry has filled, enjoy every fa-: 
tisfaB:ion, independent of.the favour either of beau. ~ 

_ies or of kings. 

FABLE XXVI. 
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F ABLE XXVI. 

The Bear and the two Friends. 

T Vl 0 Friends, fetting out together upon a 
journey which led thro' a dangerous forefi,. 

mutually promifed to affifi: each other, if they !hould 
h<tppen to be affaulted. They had not proceeded 
far, before they perceiTeJ a Bear making towards 
them with great rage. There were no hopes in 
Right : but one of them, being very active, fprung 
up into a tree; upon which the other, throwing 
himfelf flat on the ground, held his breath, and 
pretended to be dead; remembering to have heard' 
it afferted, that this creatu~e will not prey upon a 
dead carcafe. The Bear came up, and after fmell
ing to him fome time, left him, and went on. When 
he was fairly out of fight and hearing, the hero 
from the tree calls out-\Veil, my friend, what faid 
the Bear ? He feemed to whifpe you very clofely. 

He 
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He did fo, replied the other, and gave me this 
good piece of advice ;-never to affociate with a 
wretch, who in the hour of danger will defert his 
friend. 

.· 

F A. B L E XXVII •. 

'The Bull and the Gnat• 

A C 0 N C E IT ED Gn<.1t, fully perfuaded of: 
his ewn importance, having placed himfelf 

()n the horr~ of a Bull, expreifed great uneafnefs left · 
his weight fuould be incommodious: and wic.1 much 
ceremony begged the Bull's pardon for the liberty he 
had taken; affuring him that he would immediately 
remove, if he preffed too hard upon him. Give your
felf no uneafinefs on that account, replied tQe B ult,. 
I befeech you ; for as I never ·perceived. when you.· 
fate down, I iliall probably not . mifs you whenever 
you think fit to rife up. · 

C '6 FABLE XXVIIo 
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F A B L E XXVIII. 

The lf7ajps aJJd tbe Bees. 

P RE T END E R S of every kind are befi: de
tected by appealing to their works. 

Some honey-combs being claimed by a fwarm 
()f \iV afps, the right owners protefied againfi their 
demand, and the caufe was referred to a Hornet. 
Witneffes being examjned, they depofed that cer
tain winged creatures, who had a loud hum, were 
of a yellowifh colour, and fomcwhat like Bees, 
were obferved a confiderable time hovering about 
the place where this nefi was found. But this 
did not fufficiently decide the quefiion; for thefe 
chara.tterifi:ics, the Hornet obferved, agreed no 
lefs with the ces than w1th the \Vafps. At 
length a fenfible old Bee offered to put the mat
ter upon this decifive iffue : Let a pl ce be ap
pointed by he court, fuid he, for the plaintifF 

01nd 
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and defendants to work in : it will then foon appear 

which of us are capable of forming fuch regular cells,. 

and afterwards ot filling them with fo Jeiicious ~ . 

.. fluid. The VI afps, refufing to agree to this propo

fal, fufficiently convinced the judge on which ftde the 

right lay; and he decreed the honey-combs ac- · 

cordingly. 

F A B L E :X:XlX. 

The Old lldmz. and Deai/;, 

A FEEBLE Old f\1an, quite fpent with car .. 

rying a burthen of £ticks, which, with much. 

labour, he had gathered in a neighbour.ing wood,. 

callai upon Death to releafe h-im from the fatigues 

he endurcJ. Death hearing the invocation, was 

~mmed-iately at his elbow, and afked him what he 

wanted. Frighted and trembling at the unexpeB:ed 

11ppearance: 0 good fir ! faid' he> my burthen had 
like 
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like to have flipt from me, and being unable to recover it myfelf, I only implored your affifiance to replace it on my ihoulders. 

FABLE XXX. 
The Court and Country-Mov.fe. 

A CONTENTED Country-Moufe had onc;e the honour to receive a Yifit from an old acquaintance belonging to the Court. The Country-l\1oufe, extremely glad to fee her guefi,. very hofpitably fet before her the befi cheefe and bacon which her cottage afforded ; and as to their beverage, it was the pure-ft water from the fpring_. The repafi was homely indeed, but the welcome hearty: they fate and chatted away the evening_ together very agreeably, and then retired in peace and quietnefs each to her little cell. The next morning, when the guefi was to take her leave, 
ilic 
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fhe kindly prdTed her country friend to accompany

her ; fetting forth, in very pompous terms, the 

great elegance and plenty in which fhe lived at 

court. 'The Country-Moufe was eafily prevailed 

upon, and· they fet out together. It was late. in the 

evening when they arrived at the palace; however, 

in one of the rooms, they found the remains of a 

fumptuous entertainment. There were creams, 

and jellies, 'a,nd fweetmeats; and every thing, in 

ihort, of the moft delicate kind : the cheefe was 

Parmefan, and they wetted their whiikers in ex

quifite Champaign. But before they had half 

finilhed their repaft, they were alarmed with the 

barking and ftra.tching of a Lap-Dog ; then the 

mewing of a Cat ti·ightencd them almoft to death; 

by and by, a whole train of fervants bud]: into 

the room, and every thing was fwept away in an 

infrant. Ah ~ my dear friend, faid tJ1e Country-· 

Moufe, as foon as ilie had recovered courage 

enough to fpeak, if your fine li ving is thus inter

rupted with fears and dangers, let me return to my 

plain food, and my peaceful cottage; for what is 

elegance without eafe; or plenty with an aching, 

heart? 

FABLE XXXI. 
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F A B L E XXXI. _ 
Tbe Fox and the Goat._ 

A F 0 X and a Goat travelling together, in a _ very fultry . day, f-ound themfelves exceed ._. ingly thirfiy; when, looking round the country : in order to di[cover a place where they might.pro,... bably meet with water,_ they at length defcried a clear fpring at . the bottom of a well. They both eagerly defcended, and having fufficiently allayed their thirfi, began to confider how they fbould get out. Many expedients for that purpofe were mutually propofed, and rejected. At laft the crafty Fox cried out with great joy, I haye a thought juft ftruck into my rrund, which I am confident . will extricate us out of our difficulty: do you, faid he to the Goat, only rear yourfelf up upon your hinder legs, and refi your fore-feet againJl: the fide of the well. In this pofiure, I will climb up to your head, from whence I ihall be able, 
with 
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,vith a fpring, to reach the top: and whe11 I am 

once there, you are fenfible it will be very eafy 

;for me to pull you out by the horns. The fimple 

Goat liked the propofal well-; and immediately 

placed himfelf as directed : by means of vvhich 

the Fox, without much, difficulty, gained the top. 

AnJ now, C1iJ the Goat, give me the ailiftance 

you promi ied. Thou old fcol, replied the F ox; 

hadfl: thou but half as much brains as beard, thm1 

wouldfl: never have believed, that I wJtdd hazard 

my own life to f1ve thine. Hov.,rever, I will leave 

with thee a piece of advice, which may b::- of fer

vice to thee her.e<lfter, if thou !hou1dft have the 

good. fmtunc t<) m·.ke thy cfc,t1pc: ': Nev_c-r vc~~ 

turc mto :1. well ~~~ttm, b~fotc t!lou h~,ft wd1 coni-1 ... 

~ered how to ~c:t out of it~,~ 

FABLE XXXII. 
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F A B L E XXXII. 
The Farmer, the O-anes, and tbe Stork. 

A S T 0 R K was unfortunately drawn into company with forne Cranes, who were jufl: fetting out on a party of pleafure, as they C3lled it, which in truth was to rob the fiJh-ponds of a neighbouring Farmer. Our fimple Stork agreed to make one; and it fo happened, that they wer~ all taken in the faB:. The Cranes having beet. old offenders, had very little to fay for thcmr · :..,, and were prefently difpatched ; but the Stork pleaded hard for his life. He urged that it was his fidl fault, that he was not naturally adclietcd to fl:c~ling fi{h, that he was famous for piety to his parent , and, in iliort, for many other virtues. Your piety and virtue, {aid the Farrr.er, may, for aught I lcnow, be exemplary; but your being in cornp2ny with thieve renders it very fufpicious; and you muH: therefore fubmit with patience to !hare tLc fame punilhment with your companions. 
FABLE_ XXXIII. 
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F A B L E XXXIII. 

The Oa~ and tht H7illow. 

A C o. N C E IhT
11
E D wh. illo~ hhad o~che the

vamty to c a enge ts m1g ty ne1g bour 

the Oak, to a tri(JJ of fhength. It was to be de

termined by the next ftorm ; and .l.Eolus was ad
dreffcd by both p:1rties, to exert his moft powerful 

eftorts. This was no fooner afked than granted ; 

and a violent hurricane arofe : when the pliant 

\Villow, bending- from the blaft, or fhrinking 

under it, e•.1aded all its force ; while the generous 
0 k, dilihining to give way, oppofed its fury, and 

\Va~ torn up by the roots. ImmeJia.tely the v'llil
low began to e;.~ult, anJ to claim tbe iCtory j 

when thu the fclllen Oak interrupted his exul

tation : Callefr thou thi a trial of firength r Poor 

wretch ! not to thy H:rcngth, but weaknef., ; not to 

thy boldly facing danger, but meanly fkulking from 

it, thou owcft thy prefent fafety. I am an Oak,. 
though 
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thbugh fallen; thou :ftill a vVillow, though un
hurt : but \':ho, except fo mean a wretch as thy-

; felf, would prefer an ignominious life:, pr~ferved by 
craft or cowardice, to the glory of meeting death in 
an honourable caufe ? 

F A B L E XXXIV. 
Tbe Boy and the Filberts . 

A C E R T A I N Boy, as E pitl:etus tells the· 
fable, put his hand into a pitcher, '\'/here 

great plenty of figs and filberts were d ·pofited ; be 
grafi)ed as many as his fi:fl: could poffiGly hold, b t 
when he endeavoured to pull it cttt, the nap·o-,v
nefs of the ne<::k prevented him. Ln- ilL·1; t'> Ju{e 
any of them, but unable to dr:tw o·tt his h· nd, he 
burfi into tears, and bitterly b moaned ~is bar. frJ r
tune. An hunefr f.·llow wl~o ficod bv, £ave hirn 
this wife and· ,ea[o!nble ad';i:e ;--- ~J~,r.1 only 
balf tl e quantity, my Bey, and you , . ;~1 eJ!iry 
fucceeJ. 

FA3LE X~XV. 
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FABLE XXXV. 

The Satyr and the Traveller. 

A P 0 0 R man travelling in the depth of win

ter, through a dreary foreir, no inn to re

·ceive him, no human creature to befriend or com

fort him, was in danger .of being ihrved to death. 

At laft, however, he came to the cave of a Satyr, 

where he intreated leave to reft awhile, ar<1d :lhel

ter himfclf from the inclemency of the weather. 

The Satyr very civilly complied with his requefr. 

The man had no fooner entered, than he began to 

blow his fingers. His haft, furprifed at the novelty 

of the a8:ion, was curious to know the meaning 

of it. I do it, faid the Traveller, to warm my 

frozen joints, which are benumbed with cold. 

Prefently afterwards, the Satyr having prepared 

a mefs of hot gruel to refrelh his guefr, the man 

found it neceffary to blow his pottage too. vVhat, 

·nq uired the Satyr, is not ) our gruel hot enough? 
Yes, 
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Y es, replied -the Traveller, too hot; and r blow it to make it cooler. Do you fo ? quoth the Satyr, then get out of my cave-as fafl: as you can ; for I defire to have no communication with a creature that blows hot and cold with the fame breath. 

F A B L E XXXVl. 

The 1-lorfe and the Stag. 

BE F 0 R E the ufe of Horfcs was known iJ the world, ' one of thofe noble animaL, having been infulted by a Stag, and finding Limfelf unequal to his adverfary, applied to a mc:m for affifi:ance. The requeil: wa eafily granted, and the man putting a bridle in his mouth, ancl mounting upon his back, foon came up with the Stag, and laid him dead at his enemy's feet. The Horie having thus gratified his revenge, thanked his auxiliary: And now will I return in triumph, 
3 faid 
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fa id he, and reign the· undifputed lord of the forefl:. 
By no meam, replieJ the I.Vl.an; I iliall have occa
fion for your fervices, and you mufl: go home with 
me. So faying, he led him to his hovel, where.. 
the unhappy Steed fpent the remainder of his days 
jn a laborious fervitude; fenfible too late, that how 
pleafing foever revenge may appear, it always cofl:s 
more to a generous mind than the purchafe is 
worth. 

F A B L E XXXVII. 
The Farmer and l1is Sons. 

AWEALTHY old farmer, wh"o had for fome 
time declined in his health, perceiving that he 

had not many days to live, called his fons together to 
his bedfide. My dear children, faicl the dying man, 
I leave it with you as my laft injunCtion, not to part 
with the farm, which has been in our family thefe 
hundred years : for, to difclofe to you a fecret 
which I received from my father, and which I now 

t.~ink 
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think proper to communicate to you, there is a 
treafure hid fomewhere in the grounds ; though I 
never could difcover the particular fpot where it lies 
concealed. However, as foon as the harveH: is got 
in, fpare no pains in the fearch, and I am well afil.tred 
you will not lofe your labour. The wife old man 
'was no fooner laid in his grave, and the time he 
mentioned arrived, than }1is fon_s went to work, and 
with great vigour and alacrity turned up again and 
again every foot of ground belongi11g to their farm ; 
the -€onfequence of which was,. although they did 
not find the objeB: of their purfuit, that their lands 
yielded a far more plentiful crop than thofe of their 
neighbours. At the end of the year, when they 
wete fettling their accounts, and computing their 
extraordinary profits, I would venture a \vager, [aid
one of the brothers, more acute than the ref1:, that 
this was the concealed wealth my father meant. I 
:am fure, at leaf1:, we have found -by experience, that . 
'' Indufrry is itfelf a treafure." 

FAl3LE XXXVIII 
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F A B L E XXXVIII. 

Tbe Lion and the Gnat. 

A VAUNT! thou paltry, contemptib1e in
fect ! faid a proud Lion one aay to a Gnat 

tbat was frifking about in the air near his den. 
'l'he Gnat, enraged at this unprovoked infult, 
vowed revenge, and immediately darted into the 
Lion's ear. After having fufficiently teazed him in 
that quarter, {he quitted her itation, and retired un
der his belly ; and from thence made her laft and 
mofi formidable attack in hi nofhils, where fling
ing him almoil: to madnefs, the Lion at length fell 
down, utterly fpent with rage, vexation, and pain. 
The Gnat ha' ing thus abundantly gratified hh re
fentment, flew off in great exultation : but in the 
heedlefs tranfports of her fucceli, not fufficiently at
tending to her own fccurity, {he found herfelf unex-
~aedl y entan2;led in the web of a fi1ider; who, 

D 1whin~ 
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rulhing out inllantly upon her, ·put an.'end t o het 
triumph and her life. 

, This fable infiruB:s us, never to fuffer fuccefs fo 
far to tranfport us, as to throw us off our guard 
againft a reverfe of fortune. 

F A B L E XXXIX. 
The Mifer and his T reafure. 

'A 1\1ISER having fcraped together a confider-
- able fu m of mon~y, by denying hi:nfelf the 
·common conveniencies of life, was much embar
raffed where to lodge it moft fecurely. After many 
,perplexing debates wi.th himfelf, he at length fixed 
-upon a corner in a retired field, where he depofited 
his Treafure, and with it .his heart, in a hole, which 
he dug for that purpofe. His mind was now for a 
moment at eafe ; but he had not proceeded many 
paces in his way home, when all his anxiety retunt 

3 ' ed; 
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ed ; and he could not forbear going back to fee that
every thing was fafe. This he repeated again and 
!!gain ! till he was at la!l: obferved by a labourer wh<J 
was mending a hedge in an adjacent meadow. The 
fellow concluding that fomething extraordinary mu~ 
be the occa~on of the frequent vifits, marked the 
fpot ; and coming in the night in ordet to examine it, he difcovered the prize, and bore it off unmolefr= 
ed. Early the next morning, the Mifer again re
t:lewed his vifit; when finding his Treafure gone, 
he broke out into the moft bitter exclamations.. A 
Traveller, who happened to be palling by at the 
fame time, was moved by his complaints to enquire 
into the caufe of them. Alas ! replied the Mifer, I have fufiained the moft cruel and irreparable lofs! 
1ome villain has robbed me of a fum of money, 
which I buried under this .frone no longer ago tkan 
_-efrerday. Buried ! returned the Traveller with 
furprize ; a very extraordinary method truly of dif
pofing of your riches ! Why did you not rather 
keep them in your houfe, that they might be 
ready for your daily occafions ? Daily occafions! 
refumed the Mifer, with an air of much indigna
tion ; do you imagine I fo little know the value of 
money, as to fuffer it to be run away with by occa
fions? on the contrary, I had prudently, refolved 
not to touch a flngle £hilling of it. If that was your 
wife refolL'ltion, .anfwered the Traveller, I fee no 
fort of reafon .for )'Our being thus affiicred ; it is but 
putting this ftone in the place of your Treafure, .and. 
it will anfwer all your purpofus full as well. 

D ?. F A B L E XL. · 
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FABLE XL. 

Minerva's Olive. 

T HE gods, fay the heathen mythologills, have 

each of them their favourite tree. Jupiter 

preferred the oak, Venus the myrtle, and Phrebus 

the laurel ; Cybele the pine, and Hercules the pop

lar. Minerva, .furprized that they iliould choofe 

barren trees, afked Jupiter the reafon.--It is, faid 

he, to prevent any fufpicion that we confer the ho

nour we do them, from an interefted motive. Let 

folly fufpect what it pleafes, returned Minerva; I 

ihall not fcruple to acknowledge, that I make choice 

of the Olive for the ufefulnefs of its fruit. 0 daugh

ter, replied the father of the gods, it is wi th juftice 

that men efteem thee wife; for nothing is truly va

.luablc that is not ufeful. 

FABLE XLL 
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FABLE XLI. 

The Mimic and the Countryman. 

M EN often judge wrong from fome foolifu 
prejudice; and whilfl: they perfift in the de

f.ence of their miftakes, are fometimes brought to 
iliame by inconteftable evidence. 

A certain wealthy patrician, i~1tendir1g to treat 
the Roman people with fome theatrical entertain
ment , publi{hed a reward to any one who could 
furniih out a new or wKommon diverfion. Excited 
by emulation, the artifis affembled from all parts ; 
among whom, a l\t1imic, well known for his arch 
wit, gave out, rhat he had a kind of entertainment 
that had never yet been produced upon any ftage. 

Thi report being fpre< d about, brought the 
hole city together. The theatre could hardly 

contain the number of fpecbtors. And when the 
D 3 arti.fl: 
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a:rtifi: appeared alone upon the fiage, without ~ny 
apparatus, without any prompter or affifrant, curio
fity and fufpenfe kept the fpeB:ators in a profound 
flience. 

On a fudden the performer thrufi down his head 
into his bofom, and mimicked the fqueaking of a 
young pig fo naturally, that the audience infifl:ed 
upon it, he had one under his cloak, and ordered 
him to be fearched. vVhich being done, and no
thing appearing, they loaded the man with encomi
ums, and honoured him with the moft extravagant 
applaufe. 

A country fellow obferving what paffed -
" Faith,'' fays he, "I can do this better than he:" 
and immediately gave out, that he would perform the 
fame much better the next day. Accordingly, great
er crowds affembled : prepoffeffed, however, in fa
vour of the firft artift, they fit prepared to laugh at 
the Clown, rather than to judge fairly of his per .. 
formance. 

They both came out upon the ftage. The Mi
mic grunts away firfl:, is received with vafi applaufel 
and the loudefi acclamations. Then the COtmtry
man, pretending that he concealed a little pig under 
his clothes (wh ich, in fact, he did) pinched the ear 
of the animal, till he made him fqueak. The people 
exclaim.ed aloud that the firfl: performer had imitat
ed the pig much more naturally; and would have 
hiffed the Countryman off the ftage, but be produced 
the real pig from his bofom, and convincing them 
by a vifible proof of their ridiculous error; See, gen
tlemen> fays he, [17/;at pretty fort if judges you are/ 

ABLE XLII. 
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F ABLE XLII. 

The Dog and the Crocodile. 

W E can never be too carefully guarded 
againfr a connection with perfons of an ill 

6haraB:er. 

As a Dog was couding the banks of the Nile, 
he grew thirfiy ; but, fearing to be feized by the 
monfiers of that river, he would not fiop to fatiate 
his drought, but lapped as he ran: A Crocodile 
raifing his head above the furface of the water, afk .. 
ed him, why he was in fuch a hurry ? he had often, 
he faid, wiilied for his acquaintance, and ihould b~ 
glad to embrace the prefent opportunity." You do 
me great honour, returned the Dog, but it is to 
avoid fuch companions as you that I am info much 
hafie. 

D4 FABLE XLIII. 
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F A B L E XLUI. 

The H(B!f in Dfguife. 

D ESIGNING hypocrites frequently Jay 
themfelvcs open to difcovery, by over-acting 

ttJei r parts. 

A v\r elf, who by frequent vi fits to a fl ock of 
ihccp in his neighbourhood, began to be extremely 
well known to them, thought it expedient, for the 
more iuccefsfu}] y carrying on his depredations, to 
appear in a new charaB: r. To this end he dif
guifcd bimfelf in a ihcphcrd's habit; and refiing his 
tore-feet upon a fiick, which fervcd him by way of 
crook, he foft ly made his approaches towards the 
fold. It happened that the fhepherd and his dog 
were both of them extended on the grafs, fa:fl: afleep; 
fo that he would certainly have fucceeded in his pro
jeCt, if he had not imprudently attempted to imitate 
r e ihe ;herd's voice. The horrid no.fe av,·akened 

them 
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them both:. When the Wolf, encumbered with his 
difguife, and finding it 1mpoffible either to refift or 
to flee, yielded up his life an eafy prey to the ihep
herd's dog. 

FABLE XLIV." 

'The Bee and the Spider. 

T HE Bee and the Spider once entered into a ' 
warm debate which was the better artifr . . 

The Spider urged her fkill in the mathematics, and 
afferted, that no one was half fo well acquainted as 
herfelf with the confrruttion of lines, angles, fquares, 
and circle : that the web ilie daily wove wa a fpe
cimen of art inimitable b) any other creature in the 
univerfc: and befide , that her works were derived 
from herf."'lf alone, the product of her own bo\·'els : . 
wherea the boa:fl:ed honey of the Bee _was :fl:olen 
from every herb and flower o · th~ field ; nay t 1at · 

D 5 ihe 
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fhe had obligations even to the meanefi weeds. T d 
. this the Bee replied, that fhe was in hopes the art of 

extraCting honey from the meaneft weeds would at 
leafi have been allowed her as an excellence ; and 
that as to her :fl:ealing fweets from the herbs and 
flowers of the field, her fkill was there fo confpicu
ous, that no flower ever fuffered the leafr diminution 
of its fragrance from fo delicate an operation. Then, 
as to the Spider's vaunted knowledge in the con
ftrutlion_ of lines and angles, fhe believed !he might 
fafely refi: the merits of her caufe on the regularity 
alone of her combs ; but fince. fhe could add to this, 
the fweetnefs and excellence of her honey, and the 
various purpofes to which her wax was employed, 
ihe had nothing to fear from the comparifon of her 
fkill with that of the weaver of a flimfey cobweb : 
for the value of every art, !he obferved, is chiefly te 
be eftlmated by its ufe. 

FABLE XL T 

I 
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FABLE XLV. 

'The .Afs and his Mqfler • . 

A DILIGENT · Afs, daily loaded ' beyond 
his fl:rength by. a fevere Ma:fter whom he had 

lG-ng ferved, and who kept him ·at very iliort coni- · 
mons, happened one day in his old age to be oppreff- . 
ed with a more than ordinary burthen of earthen
ware. His :ftrength being much impaired, and the 
road deep and uneven, he unfortunately made a trip, 
and, unable to recover himfelf, fell down and broke 
all the veffels to pieces. His Ma:fter, tranfported . 
with rage, began to beat him mo:ft unmercifully. 
Again:ft whom the poor Afs, lifting up his head as 
he lay on . the ground, thus frrongly remonfrrated : 
U nfeeling wretch ! to thy own avaricious cruelty, 
in fir:ft pinching me of food, and then loading me 
beyond my fhength, thou oweft the misfortune 
which thou fo unju:ftly imputefr to me. 

D 6· FABLE XL Vfo .. 
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F A B L E XLVI. 

The Cock and the Fox. 

AN experienced old Cock was fettling himfelf 
to roofi upon a high bough, when a Fox ap

peared under the tree . I am come, [aid the artful 
~ypocrite, to acquaint you, in the name of all my 
brethren, that a general peace is concluded between 
your whole family and ours. Defcend immediately, 
I befeech you, that we may mutually embrace upon 
fo joyful and unexpected an event. M y good 
friend, replied the C ock, nothing could be more 
agreeable to me th n this ne ¥S: and to hear 1t from 
you increafes my fatisfatl:ion. But I perceive two 
hounds at a difranc" coming this way, who arc pro
ba ly difJ..;atched 1s couriers w ith the treaty: as they 
run very fwiftly, and .vill cer ::tin1y be bere in a few 
minutes, .1 will '· ai t ~heir arrival, that we may al1 
fou r embrace togr.Lller. Reynard well knevt, if that 
?~~s the ca:-e, it was no tin-.c fer him to remain 

ther · 
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there any longer : pretending therefore to be in great 

hafte; Adieu, faid he, for the prefent ; we will re·

ferve our rejoicings to another opportunity : upon 

which he darted, into the woods with all imaginable 

expedition. Old Chanticleer no foo_ner faw hi·m 

depart, than he crowed abundantly in the triumph 

of his artifice : for by a harmlefs frratagem to difap

point the malevolent intentions of thofe who are en

deavouring to deceive us to our ruin, is not only 

innocent but laudable. 

F A B L E . XLVII. 

The Eagle and the Crow. 

T o mifhke our own talents, or over-rate our 

abilities, is alwa s ridiculous, and fometimes 

dangerous. 

An E~gle, from the top of a high mountain, 
wa me; 
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making a· fioop at. a lamb, pounced it, and bore it 
away to her young. A Crow, who had built her 
nefi in a cedar near the foot of the rock, obferving 
what paffed, was ambitious of performing the fame 
exploit; and ·darting from her nell:, fixed her talons 
in the fleece of another hmh·. But neither able to 
move her prey, nor to difentangle h~r feet, !he was 
taken by the :fhepberd; and carried· away for his 
children to play with ; who eagerly enquiring what 
bird it was,-An hour. ago,. faid he, fhe fa.ncied 
herfelf an Eagle ; however, I fuppofe :fhe is by this 
tim€ convinced -that fhe ·is but a Crow. · 

F A B L E XL VIII. . 

The Farmer and the Stqg. 

A STAG, who had left at fome difl.ance a 
pack of hounds, came up to a Farmer, and 

defired he would fuffer him to hide himfelf in a little 
coppice which joined to llis houfe. The Farmer, 

on 
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011 condition that he would forbear to enter a field. 

of wheat, which lay before him, and was now ready 

for the fickle, immediately gave him leave, and pro

mifed not to betray him. The fquire with his train 

infiantly appeared, and enquiring whether he had' 

not feen the Stag; No, faid the Farmer, he h~s. 

not paffed this way, I affure you : but, in order to 

curry favour at the fame time with his wodhip, he . 

pointed flily with his finger to the place where the 

poor beafi lay concealed. This however the fportf

man, intent on his game, did not obferve, but pa.ffed. 

on with his dogs acrofs the very field. As foon as 

the Stag perceived they were gone, he prepared to . 

fl:eal off, without fpeaking a word. Methinks, cried 

the Farmer, you might thank me, at leafi, for , the 

refuge I have afforded you: Yes, faid the .. Stag, and< 

had your hands been as honefi as your tongue., I 

certainly ihould ; but alL the return that· a double

dealer has to expett, is a jufr indignation and con~ 

tempt. 

F Al3LE XLIX. 
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FABLE XLIX. 
The Lir;n, the Tyge1-, and the Fox. 

A L I 0 N and a Tyger joint} y fcized on a 
young fawn, which they immediately killed. This they had no fooner performed, than they £ ll a fighting, in order to decide whofe property it iliould be. The battle was fo bloody, and fo obfiinate, that they were both compeiled, thro' wearinefs and lofs , of blood, to defift; and lay down by mutual confent, totally difabled. At this inf!:ant, a .t' ox unluckily came by; who, percei•.ring their fituation, made bold to feize the contefied prey, and bore it off unmolefred. As foon as th~... T ion could recover breath -How foolifh, faid he, has be~n our conduct ! In:flead of being contented, as vc ough , witn our rcfpetl:i\re £hares, our fenfele[s rage h::ts rendered u ~ unable to prevent this rafc~lly ox from defr::tu in<T us of the whole. 

FABLE I. 
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F ABLE L. 

The Lion and the Afs. 

CONCEITED Afs had once the imper• 

tinence to bray forth fome contemptuous 

fpceches againfi the Lion. The fuddennefs of the 

infult at firfl: raifed fome emotions of wrath in his 

breafi; bL t turning his head, and perceiving from 

whence it came, they immediately fubfided ; and he 

very fedately walked on, without deigning to honour 

the contemptible creature even fo much as with an 

angry word. 

FABLE LI. 
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F A B L ~ LI. 
The Snake and the Hedge-hog. 

I T is by no means prudent to join interefrs with 
fuch as hav.e it in their power to· impofe upon us their own conditions. 

By the intreaties of a Hedge-hog, half ftarved. with cold, a Snake was once perfuaded to receive him into her celL He was no fooner entered than 
his prickles began to be very uneafy to his companion: upon which, the Snake defired he wou1d provide himfelf another lodging, as !he found, upon trial, the apartment was not large enough to accommodate both. Nay, faid the Hedge-hog, let them that are uneafy in their fituation exchange it ; for: my own part, I am very well contented w ere I am: if you are not, you are welcome to remove wh::!neve · 
you think proper .. 

FABLE LIL 
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F A B L E LII. 

The Trumpeter. 

-A TRUMPETER in a certain army ha~ 
pened to be taken prifon€r. He was ordered 

immediately to execution, but pleaded in excufe for 

himfelf, that it was unjuft a perfon iliould fuffer 
death, who, far from an intention of mifchief, did 
not even wear an offenfive weapon. So much the 

rather, replied one of the enemy, {halt thou die; fince, 

without any defign of fighting thyfelf, thou excitefr 

others to the bloody bufinefs : for he that is the 

abettor of a bad action, is at leafi: equally guilty 

with him that commits it. 

FABLE LIII 
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F A B L E LIII. 

* J7ice and Fortune. 

FOR'T UNE and Vice, according to Plutarch, 
had once a violent conteH:, which of tl1c:n had 

it mofl: in their power to make mankind unhappy. 
Fortune boafied that fhe could take from men every 
external good, and bring upon them every external 
evil. Be it fo, replied Vice; but this is by no means 
fuffic ient to make them miferable without my affift
ance : whereas, without yours, ~ am able to render 
them completely fo; nay, in fpitc too of all your en
deavours to make them happy. 

* This Fable is abridged from Plutarch,. by L ord Bolingbrck::, 
in his Philofophical Traer • 

F; BLE Ll ··• 
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FA B L E LIV. 

The Bear and the Bees. 

A BEAR happened to be fiung by a Bee; and 

the pain was fo acute, that in the madnefs of 

revenge he ran into the ga_rden, and overturned the 

hive. Thi outrage provoked their anger to a high 

degree, and brought the fury of the whole fwarm 

upon him. They attacked him with fuch violence, 

th2t his life was in danger; and it was with the ut

mofi difficulty that he made his efcape, wounded 

from head to tail. In this defperate condition, la

menting his misfortunes,. and licking his fores, he 

could not forbear reflecbng how much more ad

vifeable it had been to have patiently acquiefced un

der one injury, than thu~, by an unprofitable refent

ment, to have provoked a thoufand. 

FABLES. 
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FABLE I. 

'Iz,~ lvli/!~1-, his Son, and their Afs. 

A IY1ILLER and his Son were driving their 
Afs to market, in order to fell him : and 

that he might get thither frefh and in good condi
tion, t. ey drove him 01 gently before th-m. They 
had not proceeded far, when th'-y met a company of 
travellers. ~ ure, I; y th y, you are mighty careful 
f your A[s: melhinks one of you mig t as well get 

u ~md ride, as fufrer him to w( lk on at his eafc, 
rhilc yo a truJ;e after on foot. 1 n complianc 

with this :1dvice, the Cld l\.lan f< t his Son upon the 
beait. A11.d 110w, they had fc arce advanc d a quar
rcr of a mil::! further, before rh y met anothe · com
Pfl..<ly. You it:le yo n·'· rogu ... , i~licl one oc the party, 
vlly Jon't 'OU get dO\,rn, and let your poor Father 

tid· ? C pon this, the Old :dan made his So.:.1 
ciimount, ;mel got up himielf. \.fhil they w re 
l~12.rching in this manner, a third company be an to 

E · r.1 ll ;tu~. 
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1nfult ftle Father. You hard- hearted unnatural 
wretch, fay they, -how can you fuffer that poor lad 
.to wade through the dirt, while you, like an alder
man, ride at your eafe r The good-n'atured Miller 
flood correCt:ed, and immediately took his Son up 
:behind him. And now t;he next man they met ex
claime;d with more vehemence and indignation than 
. .all ~he refi'--Was there ever ' fudi a couple of Ia:zy 
;boobies ! to overload in fo unconfcionable a man
ner a poor dumb creature, who is far lefs able to 
-carry them than they are. to car.ry him! The com
plying Old Man would have been half inclined to 
make .the trial, had not experience by this time fuf
nciently convinced him, that there cannot be a more 
fruitlefs .attempt, than to endeavour to pleafe all 
mankind. 

FABLE II. 
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F A B L E II. 

The So7·cerifs. 

I G HT and fuence had now given repofe 
to the v:ho e world, when an old ill~ natured 

bt.)rcere~, in order to exercife her infernal arts, en
t rcJ into a gloomy wood, that trembled at her ap
P"O.lCh. The fc 11 ... of her horrid incat1tations was 
·vithin th circumference of a large circle; in the 

centre of which an altar was raifed, where the hal
]oV'.·ed vervain blazed in triangular flames, while the 
mifChie,·ous Hag pronounced t..."'le cireadful words., 
'' hich bound 1 hell in obedi nee to her charms. 
She blows a r:1ging pel1:ilence from her lips into the 
neigh 'ouring folds; the innocent cattle die, to afford 
a fir bcrifi e to the infernal deities. The moon, by 
po' erful fpells drawn do\\'11 from her orb, enters the 
wood : legions of fpirits from Pluto's realms appear 
bcfor~; th altar, and demand her pleafure. Tell n e, 
faid e, where I ili ll find wl at I hare loft, my I.a-

.... 2 ount~ 
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vourite little Dog. How !-cried they all, enraged 
-Impertinent beldame ! m.ufl: the order of nature 
.be inverted, and the repofe of every creature dif
turbed, for the fake of thy little Dog? 

F A B L E III. 

Tbe Came/eon. 

T VIO Travelle rs happened .on their journey to 
be engaged in a warm difpute about the co

lour of the Cameleon. One of them affirmed, it 
was blue; that he had feen it witl his own eyes, 
upon the naked branch of a tree, feed!ng on the ai r, 
in a very clear day. The ether Hrongly aflerted it 
Wfls green, and that he had vjewcd it very cloflly and 
minutely on the broad leaf of a fig-tree. Both of 
them were pofitive, and the difpute was rifing to a 
quarrel: but a third perfon luckily coming by, they 

.~greed to refer the queftion to his decifion. G n

.tlemen, faid the arbitratm, with a fmile <Vf great 
r lf-
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ielf-fatisfaElion, you could not have been more lucky 
in yuur reference, as l happen to have caught one 
of them laft n,ight: but jndeed you are both mif
taken, for the creature is totally black. -Black f 
impo:ffible ! Nay, quoth the umpire, with great af
furance, the matter may foon b~ decided, for I im
mediately- inclofed my Cameleon in a little prlper· 
box, and here it is. So faying, he drc·w it out of hi:» 
poeket, opened his box, and behold .it was as white 
as [now. The pofitive difput;:tnts looked equally 
fuq;rifed, and equally confo'unded: while the faga
cions reptile, affi1ming the air of a pbilofopher, thus 
admonifued tl1em. : .. Ye children of men, learn diffi-· 
dence ~md moderation in your opinion's. 'Tis true, . 
you P~ppen, in the prefcnt jnfrance, to.be ~11 in the· 
right, and . have only con!idered the fubject:_. uhder 
different ·circum1hinceS.:..: .buCpray, ~for the ft:i.turell 
:allow others to have eye-fight as well as your
felves; and be candid enough not to condemn any: 
man ~or judging of things as . they appear to his; 
own vww, 

E 3 FABLE IV. 
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F ABLE IV. 

The Wo!f and the Lam'bjt 

A F L 0 C K of Sheep were feeding in a mea
dow, while their Dogs were ai1eep, and their 

Shepherd at a difiance playing on his pipe beneath 
the iliade of a fpreading elm. A young unexpe
rienced Lamb obferving a half-fiarved Wolf peeping 
through the pales of the enclofure, entered into con
·verfation with him. Pray what are you feeking for 
here ? faid the Lamb. I am looking, replied th€ 
Vv olf, for (orne tender grafs ; for nothing, you know, 
is more pleafant than to feed in a frefh pafl:ure, and 
to flake one's thirfi at a cryftal fiream : both wh-ich 
I perceive you enjoy within thefe pales in their ut
moft perfection. Happy creature ! continued he, 
how much I envy your lot ! who are in full poffef
fion of the utmoH: l deftre : for philofophy has long 
taught me to be fatisfied wit.l-t a little. It feems 
!Uen, retu_rned the Lamb, thofe who fay you feed on 

fleih) 
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fldh, accufe you falfely, fince a little gr.afs will eafily 
content you. If this be true, let us for ·the future 
live like brethren, and feed together. So faying, the· 
fimp]e Lamb imprudently crept thro' the fence, 
~nd became at once a prey to our p_retended philofo
pber, and a iacrifice to his own inexperience an~ 
credulity. 

F ABLE V. 

Tbe Fox and the Bramble •. 

A F 0 X, clofeJy purfued by a pack of Degs; 
tool · :lhelter under the covert of. a Bramble. 

He rejoiced in this afylum ; and, for a vv-hile, was 
very happy : but foon found, that if he attempted 
to H:ir, he was wounded by thorns and prickles on 
e 'ery fide. However, making a virtue of neceility, . 
he forbore to complain ; and comforted himfelf 
with refleCting, that no blifs is perfect; that good 
and evil are mixed, and flow from the fame fotm-

E 4 tau1 •. 
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tain. Thefe Briars indeed, faid he, will tear my 
ikin a little, yet they keep ofF the Dogs . For the 
fake of the good then, let me bear the evil with pa
tience : each bitter has its fweet; and thefe Bram
bles, though they wound my fle{h, preferve my lif~ 
from danger. -

F A B L E . VI. 

The Falcon aad tbe l-Ien. 

D IFFERENT circumfi:ances make the fam~ 
' aB.ion r ight or 1rong~ a virtue or a vice . 

Of all the creatures I ever knevv, faid a Falcon 
to a Hen, you are certainly the mofi: ungrateful. 
What in1h.nce of ingratitude, replied the Hen, can 
you jufdy charge upon me? 'I he gr atcfi, returned 
the Falcon; ingratitude to your hi o befi: ben eft ctors, 
Ivien. D o they not feed you every day, and ilielter 
you every night? N cverth Jc:fs, .'hen they endea ... 

vo l . 
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Your to court you to th~m, you ungratefully forget 
all their kindnefs, and fly from them as from an ene
my. N ow I, who am wild by nature, and no way 
obliged to them; yet upon the leafr of their care.ffes, 
I fuffer myfelf to be taken, and go, or come, at their 
command. All this is very true, replied the Hen, 
but there may be a fuffic ient reafon both for my fear, 
and your familiarity. I believe you never faw a 
fin gle Falcon roafl:ing at the fire; whereas I have 
feen a hundred Hens truffed fo r that purpofe . 

F A B L E VII . 

The Trar;.,·ellers aNd the Money-bag. 

A S tv,ro 1\!Ien were travelllng on the road, 0ne ' 
of them efpied a B·ag of lv! oney lying on the 

~round and pick:ng it up, I a.m in luck this morn
ing, faid he, I have found a Bag of Ioney. Yes, 
.returned the other ; though met 1ink.s y u (hould 

E 5 not . 
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not fay !, but We have found it: for when tw 
friends are travelling together, they ought equally 
to ihare in any accidental good fortune that may hap-· 
pen to attend them. No, rejoined the former, it 
was I that found it, and I mufi: infi:ft upon keepi.ng 
~t. He had no· fooner fjJoken the words, than they 
were alarmed with a hue and cry after a thief, who 
had that morning taken a purfe upon the road. Lord, 
fays the finder, this is extremely unfortunate; we 
!hall certainly be feized. Good Sir, replied the 
other, be pleafed not to fay We, but I: as you 
would not allow me a fhare in the prize, you have 
no right to make me a partner in the puni!hment. 

F A B L E VIII. 
'The difcontented Afs. 

I N the tlepth of winter a poor Afs prayed heartily 
~or the fpring, that he might exchange a cold 

lodg:ng, and a heartlefs trufs of {haw, for a ]itt~ 
warm weather, and a mouthful of fre!h grafs. In a 

1hor~ 
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fhort time, according to his wifh, the warm weather 

and the frdh grafs came on ; but brought with them 

fo much toil and bufineis, that he was ioon ~s weary· 

of the fpring as before of the winter ; and he now 

became impatient for the approach of furinner. 

Summer arrives : but the heat, the harvefr-work, . 

and other drudgeries ·and inconveniencies of the fca

fon, fet him as far from happlnefs as before ; which<. 

he now Battered himfelf would be found in the: 

plenty of autumn. But here too he is difappointed; 

for what with the carrying of apples, roots, fuel 

for the winter, and other provifions, he was in au

tumn more fatigued than ever. Having thus trod : 

round the circle of the year, in a courfe of reitlefs 

labour, uneaiinefs, and difappointment, and found no 

feafon, nor ftation of life, without its bufinefs and its 

trouble, he was forced af laft: to acquiefce in the 

comfortlefs feafon of winter, where his "complaint 

began : convinced that in this world every fituatioa~ 
has its inconvenience. · 

E FABLE IXo. 
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F A BLE. LX. 

The two Springs. 

~ W 0 Springs, which iirucu from the fame 
mountain, began their courfe together : on~ 

cf them took her way in a filent and gentle ftream, 
while the other ruilied along with a founding and 
rapid current. c ifrer, faid the latter, at the rate you 
move, you will prcb~bly be dried up before you acl
vance much farther : ·whereas, fur myfdf, I will 
venture a wager, that wi1l.in two or thr e hundred 
furlongs I {hall become navigah.e, and after diftri
buting cornm~rce and wealth wherever I Row, I 
:{hall majefiically proceed to pay my tribute to the 
()Cean: fo farewel, dear lifter, and paticrltly fubmit 
to your fate. Her fitter maJe no reply; but calmly 
defcem1ing to the mcadov, s below, increafcd her 
ftream by n mberlefs little rills, which ilie collected· 
in her progref~, till at length fhe w:.1s en:::bleJ to rife 
i.r..to a c r.ii lepble ri\·er: whili1: the proud Stream, 

who 
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who had the vanity to depend folely upon her own 

fu£!iciency, continued a £h-allow brook 1 and was glad 

at !aft to be helped forward, by throwing herfelf into. 

the arms of her defpifed filler. 

F ABLE X •. 

The Roje cmd the Butterf!j. 

A FINE pmvdered Butterfly fell in love wjth a 

beautiful Rofe, who expanded her charms in 

a neighbouring parterre. Jlv1attcrs were foon ad
jufred between them, :ii.nd they mutually vowed eter

nal fidelity . '1 he Butterfly, perfeB:Jy fatdied with 

the fuccefs of his amour, took a ten.der leave of his 

miihef~, and did not return again till noon . Vlhat! 

faid the Ro(c, when !he faw him approaching, is 

the ardent paffion you vowed, fo foon extinguiihedr 

It i an acre G.nce you paid me a vifit. But no won-. 

der : for I cbferved you courting by turns e\·ery 

I flower 
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flower in the garden. Yo·u little coquette, replied 
the Butterfly, it well becomes you truly, to reproach 
me with my gallantries; when in fact l only copy 
the example w·hich you yourfelf have fet me . For, 
not to mention the fatisfaB:ion with which you ad
mitted the kiffes of the fragrant Z ephyr; did l not 
fee you difplaying your charms to the .Jee, the :il ly, 
the W afp, and, in :lhort, encouraging and receiving 
the a:ddreffes of every buzzing infeCt: that fluttered 
w"ithin your view r lf you will be a coquette, y.ou 
muft expeCt to find me inconihnt. 

FABLE XI. 

The 'Tortoije and the two Ducks. 

V AN IT Y and idle curio!ity are qualities 
which generally prove deftruB:ive to thofe 

who fuffer themf~lves to be governed by them. 

A T E>rtoife, 
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A Tortoife, weary of paf.Iing her days in the fame 

obfcure corner, conceived a wonderful inclination to 
vifit foreign countri-es. Two Ducks, whom the 
fimp1e rl'ortoi{'e a'CqUa'itYted with ber intentiq_n, un
dertook to obhge her, Uf'Oh the occafion. Accord
ingly they toh:l ~ h'er, that if ihe would fatten ller 
mouth to the middle ·of a pole, th€y wou.1d take the 
two ends, ahd tranfpo.rt her whithedoever :fhe chofe 
to be conveyed. The Tortoife approved of the ex
pedient ; and every thing_ being prepa:red, the Ducks 
began their flight with her. They had not travelled' 
far in the air, when they were met by a Crow, who 
enquiring what they were bearrng along, they re
plied, the queen of the Tortoires. The" Tortoife, 
vain of the new and unmerited ap~lation, was go
ing to confirm tire title, when ol}ening her mouth 
for·that purpofe, ilie let go her hold, and was daihed 
to pieces by her fall. 

FABLE XII. 
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F A B L E XII .. 

The Cat- and the old Rat. 

A CERTAIN Cat had made fuch unmerciful 
-=- havock among the vermin of her neighbour-

hood, that not a fi.ngle Rat or l\.t1oufe dared ven
ture to appear abroad . Pufs was foon convinced,. 
that if affairs remained in their prcfent fi.t!Jation, 
ihe mufr be totally unfupplicd with provifion. Af- 
ter matLU"e deliberation, therdore, ihc rcfol ved to 
ha'Ve recourfe to firatagem. For this purpofe, ilie 
fufoended herfe~f from a hook with her head down-J 

wards, pretending to be dead. The Rats and I\.1ice 
obferving her, as they peeped fro'11 their hole.,, in 
this dangl ing attitude, concluded ilie was hanged 
for [orne miidemeanour; and with great joy imme
di ately [allied forth in quell: of their prey. Puis, as 
foon as a fi.1fficient number were collceted together, 
quitting her hold, dropped into the micHl of them ; 
nd v ry few had the fortune to make good their · 

r trc t. 
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retreat. This artifice having fucceeded fo well, fhe 

was encouraged to try the event of a fecond. As
cordingly fhe whitened her coat all over, by rolhi1g 

herfe1f in a heap of flour, and in this difguife lay 

concealed in the bottom of a meal- tub. This :fha

tagem was executed ih general with the fame effect 

as the former. But an old experienced Rat, alto

gether as cunning as his advcJ{ary, was not fo eafiiy 

enfi1ared. I don't much like~ faid he, that white 

henp yonder; fomething whifpers me, there is mif

chief concealed under it. 'Tis true, it may be 

meal ; but it may likewife be fomething that I fuall 

not rel i:fh quite fo well. There can be no harm1 at 

h.aft, in keeping at tt proper difhmce : for cauti~n, l 

am ftue, is the p~rent of fecurity .• 
. . 

FABLE :XIII. 
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F A B L E XIII. 
The Country Maid and her Mi/k ... pail. 

W HEN men fuffer their imagination t8 
amufe them with the profpetl: of diihnt and uncertain improvements of their condition; they frequently fufrain real loifes, by their inattention to thofe affairs in which they were immediately concerned. 

A Country Maid was walking very deliberately with a Pail of Mjl.k upon her head, when ilie fell into the following train of reBeB:ions : The Money for which I {hall fell this Milk, will enable me to increafe my frock of eggs to three hundred. Thefe eggs, allowing for what may prove addle, and what may be deftroyed by vermin, will produce at leafr tw0 hundred and fifty chickens. The chickens will be fit to carry to market about Chrifrmas, when poultry always bears a good price; fo that by May-
day 
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@lay I cannot fJ.11 of having 111oney e·nouth to pur
chafe a new go\¥1.1. Green -l::t me confider-yes, 
green becomes my complexion befr, and green it 

fhall be. ·In this drefs I will go to the fair, where 

ali the young fellows will .fhive to have me for a 
p-utncr: but I ihall per,haps refufe <;:very one ot 
them, and with an air of difdain tofs from them • 

. - Tranfported with this triumphant thought, 
fhe cou1l not forbear ac':.1ing with her head what 
thus paf1cd in her imagination} when down cam~ 

the fail of Milk, and with it all her imaginary 
hap~ inef:3 . 

F ABLE XIV. 

The Cormorant and the Fijhes. 

I T is very imprudent to trufl: an enemy, or even 
a frrangcr, fo tar as to put one's felf in his 

power. 
A Cormorant, 
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A Cormorant, whofe eyes were become fo dim, by age, that he could not diF::e~n his prey at the· ~ottom of the waters, bethought himfe1f of a fira'.:.. t01gem to fupply his wants. Hark you, friend, faid he to a Gudgeon, whom he obferved fwimming near the furface of a certain canal, if you have any. regard for yourfelf, or your brethren, go this moment and ac-quaint them from me that the owner -of this piece of water is determined to drag it a. week hence. The Gudgeon immediately fwam. away, and made his report of this terrible news tO'a general affembly of the fillies, who unanimcufly c. greed to fend him back as their em baffador to the Cormorant. }"'he purport of bis commiffion was., to return him their thanks for the intelligence ; and. to add their intreaties, that as he had been fo good: as to inform them of their danger, he would be graf;iqufly pleafed to put them into a. method of efcaping it. That I will moil readily, returned the artful Cormorant, arid affiit you with my befi fervices into the bargain. You have only to colleet yourfelves together at the top of the water, and I wilL undertake to tranfiJort you one by one to my own rekdence, by the fide of a foEtary pool, to which no . creature but myfelf ever found the way. Ttle pro-jeet was perfeetly approved by the unwary fillies, and with great expedition performed by the deceitful Cormorant ; who having placed them in a £hallow water, the bottom of which his eye could eafil y difcern, they were all devoured by him in their 

turns~ as his · hunger or luxury required. 

FABLE XV: 
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F ABLE XV. 

The .At!Jejjl and the Acorn. 

I T was the fool who !aid in his heart, Tbere is n~ 
God: into tl~e breafl: of a wife man fuch a thought 

~ould never have entered. One of thofe refined 
reafoners, commonly called IV1inute Philofophers, 
was fitting at his eafc beneath the £hade of a large 
oak, while at his fide the weak branches of a pum
pion trailed upon the ground. This threw our great 
I gician ]nto his old track of reafoning againfl: lJro
-vidence. Is it confifl:ent with common fenfe, faid 
he, t:1at infinite wifdom iliould create a large and 
Hately tree, with branches of prodigious fl:rength, 
only to b ar fo frnall and infi2;nificant a fruit as an 
Acer1. ? Or that fo weak a fl:;m, as that of a pum
pion, ihould be loaded with fo difproportxmed a 
weight? A child may fee the abfurdity of it. In the 
miciil: of this curious [peculation, down dropt an 
Acorn, from one of the highefi .branches of the oak, 

full 
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full upon his head. f-~ow [mal~ a triBe may over
tu:·n the fyil:eo.1s of rn1ghty phdofopherg ! Struck 
Wlth the a:c~d~nt,. he. could not help crying out, 
How prov1dent1al 1t lS that this was not a pum-
pio,n ! ' · 

F A B L E XVI. 

The Lynx and the Mole. 

U NDER the covert of a thick wood, at the 
foot of a tree, as a Lynx Jay whetting his 

teeth, and waiting for his prey, he ef!1ied a Mole, 
half buried under a hillock of her own raifing. 
Alas, poor creature, faid the Lynx, how much I 
pity thee l Surely Jupiter has been very unkind, to 
debar thee from the light of the day, which rejoices 
the whole creation. rrhou art certainly not above 
half alive; and it would be doing thee a fervice tQ 
put an end to fo unanimated a being. I thank yoa 
for your kindnefs, replied the Mole, but I think I 

have 
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bave full as much vivacity as my Rate and circum
fiances require. For the refi:, I am- perfeB:I y well 
contented with the faculties which Jupiter has allot
ted me, who I am fure wants not our direction in 
difi:ributing his gifts with propriety. I have not, 
'tis true, your piercing eyes ; but I have ~ars which 
?nfwer all my purpo{es full as well. Hark ! for 
example, I am warned, by a noife which I hear be-
h'ind you, to fly fr01n danger. So faying, he ilw1k 
iQto the earth; whjle a javelin from the arm of a 
hunter pierced the quick-fighted Lynx to the heart. 

F · -A B L E XVII. 

The Spider a'!d the Sil~worm.-

· H 0 W vainly we promife ourfelves, that our 
. flimzy productions will be rewarded with 

· immortal honour l A Spider, bufied in fpreading 
his web from one fide of a room to the other, was 

4 a~d 
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<tlked by an induihious Silkworm, to what end he· 
fpe-nt fo much time and lahour in making fuch a 
number of lines and circles ? The Spider angrily 
replied, D o not difturb me, thou igporant thing~ 
I tranfm it my ingenuity to po:fterity, and fame is 
the objeCl: of my wiL.'les. J uft as he had fpoken, 
a chambermaid, coming in to the room to feed her 
Silkworms, faw the Spitler at his work; and wjth 
one {hoke of her br~om fwept him away, and de
firoyed at once his labours , and his hopes of fame. 

F A B L E XVIII. 

The Bee and tbe Flj . 

A 'BE :E obrcrvin; a fly fri !b n2' t1 out her hive, 
afked him, in°a ·;cry ?aHiu~~at-;; tOP':?, \\h;J.t 

he did thcr ~ ? Is it fo r Ltc: tcoundrcls as you, 
f1id fne, to intr de into t:: e co ~! ~pany of rhe queens 
of the air ? You have great rcd.lOl , truly, r~p ied 
the Fly, to be out of h .nour : I am fure they 
m ufi be nud, who would h ve ~.ny oncer~1 wi h 

r 
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fo quarrelfome a nation. And why fo, thou faucy 
malapert ? returned the enraged Bee ; we have the 
befi laws, and are governed by the befi policy in the 
world. We feed upon the moH: fragrant ·flowers, 
and all our bufinefs is to make ho101ey : honey, which 
equals nectar, thou tafielefs wretch, who livefl: upon 
nothing but putrefa8:ion and excrement. We live 
as we can, rejoined the Fly: poverty, I hope, is po 
crime ; but paffion is one, I am fure. 1'he honey 
you make is fweet, I grant you ; but your heart is 
all bitternefs : for to be revenged on an enemy, you 
will defiroy your own life ; and are fo inconfiderate 
in your rage, as to do more mifchief to yourfelves 
than to your adverfary. Take my word for it, one 
had better have lefs confi.derable talents.) and ufe 
b.em with more difcretion,. 

F FABLE XIX. 
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F ABLE XIX. 

Genius, Pirtue, and Reputation. 

GENIUS, Virtue, and Reputation, three inti
mate friends, agreed to travel over the if1and 

of Great Britain, to fee whatever might be worthy 
of obfervation But as fome misfortune, faid they, 
may happen to feparate us, let us confider, before we 
fet out, by what means we may find each oth r 
again. Should it be my ill fate, faid Genius, to be 
fevered from you, my affociates, which Heaven for
bid ! you may find me kneeling in devotion before 
the tomb of Shakefpear ; or rapt in fome grove 
where l\1ilton talked with angels ; or mufing i the 
grotto where Pope caught infpiration. Virtue, with 
a figh, acknowledged that her friends were not very 
numerous: but were I to lofe you, fhe cried, with 
whom I am at prefent fo happily united, I fhould 
choofe to take fantl:uary in the temples of religion, 
in the palaces of royalty, or in the ftately domes of 

2 minifter 
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minifl:ers of fiate: but as it may be my ill fortune 
to be there denied admittance, enquire for fome cot
tage where Contentment has a bower, and there you 
will certainly find me. Ah, my dear companions, 
faid Reputation very earnefil y, you, I perceive, when 
miffing, may poffib1y be recovered; but take care, 
I intreat you, always to keep fight of me, for if I am 
once loft, I am never to be retrieved. 

FABLE XX. 

The Court of Death. 

D EATH, the king of terrors, was deter
mined to choofe a prime minifier ; and his 

pale courtier , the ghafily train of Difeafes, were 
all fummoned to attend: when each preferred his 
claim to the honour of this illufirious office. Fever 
urged the number be defl:royed ; cold Palfy fet 
forth his pretenfions, by fhaking all his limbs ; 

F 2 and 
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and Dropfy, by his fwelled unwieldy carcafe. Gout 
bobbled up, and alledged his great power in racking 
every joint; and Aithma's inability to fpeak, was a 
fl:rong, though filent, argument in favour of his 
daim. Stone and Colic pleaded their violence ; 
Plague, his rapid progrefs in defiruB:ion ; and 
Confumption, though flow, infified that he was fure. 
In the midfi of this contention, the court was dif
turbed with the noife of mufic, dancing, feaibn g, 
and revelry; when immediately entered a lady, with 
a. bold lafcivious air, and a flufhed and jovial coun
tenance : ilie was attended on one hand by a troop 
.of cooks and bacchanals ; and on the other, by a 
train of wanton youths and damfels, who danced half 
naked to the fofteil mufical infiruments : her name 
was INTEMPERANCE. She waved her hand, and 
thus addreffed the croud of Difeafes: Give way, ye 
fickly band of pretenders, nor dare to vie with my 
fuperior merits in the fervice of this great Nionarch. 
Am not I your parent? the author of your beings ? 
Do ye not derive your power of iliortening human 
life almoft wholly from me ? Who then fo fit as my
felf for this important office ? The griily Monarch 
grinned a fmile of approbation, placed her at his 
right hand, and ilie immediately became his prime 
favourite, and principal minifier. 

FABLE XXI. 
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F ABLE XXI. 

lndZfllry and Sloth. 

H ow many live in the world as ufelefs as if 
they had never been born ! they pafs 

through life like a bird through the air, and leave no 
track behind them ; wafre the prime of their days 
in deliberating what they !hall do ; and brin~ them 
to a period, without coming to any determina
tion. 

An indolent young man being afked why he lay 
in bed fo long, jocofely and carelefsly anfwered
Every morning of my life I am hearing caufes. I 
have two fine girls, their names are 1ndufiry and 
Sloth, clofe at my bedfide, as foon as ever I aw~ke, 
preiling their different fuits. One intreats me to 
get up, the other perfuades me to lie frill: and then 
they alternately give me various reafons, why I 
1hould rife, and why I ihould not. This detains 

F 3 me 
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me fo long, as it is the duty of an impartial 
judge to hear all that can be faid on e;ther fi,J2, 
tbat before the pleadings are over, it i time to go 
to dinner. 

F A B L E XXII. 

The 1-lare's Ears. 

A N Elk having accidentally gored a Lion, the 
monarch was fo exafperated, that he fent 

forth an edict, commanding all horned beafis, on 
pain of death, to dcpar his dominions. A Hare, 
obferving the fhadow of htr Ears, was much al:a.rm
ed at their long and lofty appearance~ and running 
to one of her friends, acquainted him, that fhe was 
refolved to quit the country: for :fhould I happen, 
faid fhe, however undefignedly, to give offence to 
my fuperiors, my Ears may be confl:rucd to come 
within the Horn-Act. Her friend fmiled at her 
apprehenfions; and afked, how it was poffible that 

larc; 



M 0 DE R N FABLES. 103 

E ars coufd be mifiaken for Horns ? Had I no more 
Ears tha n an Ofhich, replied the Hare, I Would not 
tru£1: them in the hands of an informer ; for truth 
and innocence are arguments of little force, againft 
the logic of power and malice in conjunction. 

F A B L E X XIII. 

T he H ermit and the Bear. 

A N jinprudent friend often does as much mif
chief l~' his too g reat zeal, as the worfi: cne

m y could effed by his mali ce. 

A certa ' n ·Hermit a vine.~ done a good :office to a 
Bear, the grateful ~..-n ... lcUre -vvas fo fen1ble of his 
obJi::~ttion, that he beg-g~d to be admitted as the 
gua~dian · ?.nu companT,;n of hi" folitude . r, 'he 
f-iermit \ 'illin;ly accepted his off.._r. a.d conduCled 
him to h:.is. cell ; . where they p~ ffed heir u ne to-

F 4 g-=t~1er 
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gether in an amicable manner. Oi1e very hot daj", 
the Hermit having laid him down to lleep, the 
officious Bear employed himfelf in driving away 
the Flies from his Patron's face. But in fpite of 
all his care, one of the Flies perpetually re turned 
to the attack, and at laft fettled upon the Hermit's 
nofe. Now I ihall have you moft certairdy, f..1.id the 
Bear; and, with the befi- intentions imagin:::ble, 
gave him a violent blow on the_ face ; which very 
efteB:ually indeed demol iihed the Fly, but at the 
Jame time moH: terribly bruifed the face of his Be-
nefactor. -

F ABLE XXIV. 

The Pa.ffenger ar;d de PilJt. 

I T had blown a violent fto rm at fea, and the 
whole crew of a large vciTel were in imminent 

dano-er of {hipwreck. After the r Jl ing of t1e 
wa.v~s was fomewhat abated, a ccrtt1in Paffi n;er, 

'·~o 
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who had never been at fea before, obferving the 
Pilot . to have appeared wholly unconcerned even in 
their greatefr danger, had the curiofity to aik him 
what death his father died. What death ! faid the 
Pilot, why he periilied at fea, as my grandfather 
did before him. And are you not afraid of truil:ing 
yourfelf to an element that has proved thus fatal to 
your family? Afraid ! by no. means ; why, we mufl: 
all die : is not your father dead ? Yes, but he died 
in his bed. And why then are you not afraid of 
trufiing yourfelf to your bed ? Becaufe I am there 
perfecrly fecure. It may be fo, replied the Pilot; 
but if the hand of Providence is equally extended 
over all places, there is no more reafon for me to be 
afraid of going to fea, than for you to be afraid of 
going to bed. · 

F 5 :fABLE XXV. 
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FABLE XXV. 

The partial ]udge. 

A FARMER came to a neighbouring Law
yer, expreffing great concern for an acci

dent which he faid had jufi happened. One of 
your Oxen, continued he, has been gored by an un
lucky Bull of mine, and l fhould be glad to know 
how I am to make you reparation. Thou art a 
very honefi fellow, replied the Lawyer, and wilt 
not think it unreafonable that I expeCt one of thy 
Oxen in return. It is no more than jufiice, quoth 
the Farmer, to be fure; but what did I fay ?-I 
mifiake-It is. your Bull that has killed one of my 
Oxen. Indeed! fays the Lawyer, that a1ters the 
cafe : I mufi enquire into the affair; and if-And 
i(! faid the ~armer-the bufinefs I find would 
have been concluded without an if, had you been 
as ready te do jufiice to others as to exaCt it from 
them. 

FABLE XXVI. 
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The F~x tbat had l?fl his Tail. 

A F 0 X having been unwarily caught . in a 
trap, with .much firuggling and diflicl;llty at 

length difengaged himfe1f; not however without 
being obliged to leave his tail behind him. The 
j?Y he felt at his efcape, was fomewhat abated 
when he began to confider the price he had paid for 
it; and he was a good deal mortified by reReB:ing ... 
on the ridiculous figure he fhould make among his 
brethren, without a tail. In the agitation of his 
thoughts upon this occafion, an exp~dient occurred 
to him which he refolved to try, in order to remove 
this difgraceful fingularity. \N ith this view he af
fembled his tribe together, and fet forth in a moil: 
elaborate fpeech how much he had at heart whatever 
tended to the public weal : he had often thought, 
he faid, on the length and b uihinefs of their Tails ; 
was verily perfuaded that they were much more · 

F 6 bur.thenfome 
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burthenfome than ornamental, and rendered them 
befides an eafier prey to their enemies. He ear-. 
neflly recommended it to them therefore, to dif
charge themfel ves of fo ufelefs and da11gerous an 
incumbrance. l\4y good friend, replied an old F ox, 
who had lifl:ened very attentively to his harangue, 
we a~e much obliged to you, no doubt, for the con .. 
cern you exprefs upon our account : ·but pray turn 
about before the company, for I cannot fo r my life 
help fufpetting, that you would not be quite fo foli
citous to eafe us of our tails, if you had not unluc
kily loft your own. 

FAB LE XXVH. 
The 1Vob/eman and his Son. 

A C E R T A IN Nobleman, much infected y 
fuperfl: ition, dreamed one night that hi 

only Son, a youth about fifteen years of age, was 
thrown from his horfe as he was hunting> and kill~d 

upon 
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cpon the fpot. This idle dream made fo frrong 
an impreffion upon the weak and credrrlous father, 
that he formed a refolution never more to fuffer 
his Son to partake of this his favourite diverfion. 
'The next morning that the hounds wenc out, the 
young ' man requefl:ed permiffion to follow them; 
but initead of receiving it, as ufual, his father ac
quainted him with his dream, and peremptorily 
enjoined him to forbear the fport. The youth1 

greatly mortified at this LmexpeB:ed refufal, left 
the room much difconcerted, and it was with fome 
difficulty that he refirained his paffion from inde
cently breaking out in his Father's prefence. But 
upon his return to his own apartment, palling through 
a gallery of pictures, in which was a piece reprefent
ing a company of gypfi.es telling a country girl her 
fortune-'Tis owing, faid he, to a ridiculous fu
perfiition of the fame kind with that of this fimple 
wench, that I am debarred from one of the principal 
pleafures of my life: at the fame time, with great 
emotion, he !huck his hand again-H: the canvas, 
when a rufiy old nail behind the piB:ure ran far into 
his wrifr. The pain and anguiili of the wound 
threw the youth into a violent fever, which proved 
too powerful for the fkill of the phyfi.cians, and in a 
few days -put an end to his life : illufl:rating an ob
fervation, that an over-cautious attention to avoid 
evils, often brings them upon us ; and that we are 
frequently thrown headlong into misfortunes by the 
very means we make ufe of to avoid them. 

FABLE XXVIII. 
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F A B L E X XVIII. 

]upiter and the Herdfman. 

A HERDS.LvlAN miffed a young Heifer out of 
. _ . his grounds, and after having diligently fought 
for it in vain, when he could by no other means gain 
intelligence of it, betook himfelf at lafi to his prayers. 
Great Jupiter, faid he, iliew me but the villain who 
has done me this injury, and I will give thee in fa
crifice the fineft Kid from my Bock. He had no 
fooner uttered his petition, than turning the corner 
of a wood, he was fhuck with the fight of a mon
fl:rous Lion, preying on the carcafe of his Heifer. 
Trembling and pale, 0 J upiter, cried he, I offered 
thee a Kid if thou wouldft grant my petition; I now 
offer thee a Bull, if thou wilt deliver me from the 
£onfequence of it. 

F A.BLE XXIX . . 
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FABLE XXIX. 

rhe Eagle and the Owl. 

AN Eagle and an Owl having entered into a 
leagu .... of mutual amity, one of the articles 

of their treaty was, that the former :fhould not prey 
upon the younglings of the latter. But tell me, faid 
the Owl, iliould you know my little ones, if you 
were to fee them? Indeed I !hould not, replied the 
Eagle ; but if you defcribe them to me, it will be 
fufficient. You are to obferve then, returned the 
Owl, in the firft place, that the charming creatures 
are perfetl:ly well-:fhaped; in the next, that there is 
a remarkable fweetn G and vivacity in their counte
nance ; and then there is fomething in their voices 
fo peculiarly melodious.-'Tis enough, interrupted 
the Eagle ; by thefe marks I cannot fail of difrin
guifhing them : and you may d pend upon their ne
ver receiving any injury from me. It happened not 
long afterwards, as the Eagle was upon the wing in 

queft 



It2 MO ·DERN F"ABLES. 

queff of his prey, that he difcovered, amidfr the 
ruins of an old cafile, a neff of grim-faced ugly 
birds, with gloomy countenances, and a voice like 
that of the Furies. Thefe, undoubtedly, faid he, 
cannot be the offspring of my friend, and fo I iliall 
venture to make free with them. He had fcarce fi
niilied his repafi and departed, when the Owl re- -. 
turned; who, finding nothing of her brood remaining 
but fome fragments of the mangled carcafes, broke 
out into the mofi bitter exclamations againfi the 
cruel and perfidious author of her calamity. A 
neighbouring Bat, who over-heard her lamentations, 
and had been witnefs to what had paffed k>etWeen 
her and the Eagle, very gravely , told her, that fhe 
had nobody to blame for this misfortune but herfelf; 
whofe blind prejudices in favour of her children had 
prompted her to give fuch a defcription of them, as 
did not refemble them in any one fingle feature or 
quality. 

Parents fhould very carefully guard againfl .that . 
weak partiality towards their children, which ren
ders them blind to thejr failings and imperfeCtions·: 
as no difpofition is more likely to prove prejudicial 
to their future welfare. 

FABLE XXX. 
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F A B L E XXX. 

The Plague among the Beqjls. 

M 0 R TAL diftemper once raged among 
the Bea:fts, and fwept away prodigious num

bers. After it had continued fome time without 
abatement, it was concluded in an aifembly of the· 
brute cre:ttion to be a judgment in.fliEl:ed upon 
them for their fins ; and a day was appointed for a 
general confc!1ion ; when it was agreed, that he 
who appeared to be the greate:ft finner, iliould fuffer 
death as an atonement for the re!t. The Fox was 
appointed Father Confeifor upon the occafion; and 
the Lion, with great generofity, condefcended to be 
the firfl: in m;1king pubEc confeffion. For my part, 
[aid he, I mui1: own I have been an enormous offen
der; I have killed many innocent Sheep in my time, 
nay once, but it was a cafe of neceffity, I made a 
meal of the Shepherd. The Fox, with much gra
vity, ac ~ owledged that thefe in any other than the 

Kino-o 
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King would have been inexpiable crimes; but that 
his majefiy had certainly a right to a few filly Sheep, 
nay, and to the Shepherd too, in a cafe of necdlity. 
The judgment of the Fox was applauded by all the 
fuperior favages ; and the Tyger, the Leopard, the 
Bear, an'Cl the \i\1 olf, made contdrion of many en?r
mities of the like fanguina.cy nature; which were all 
palliated or excufed with the far;}efen:ity and mercy, 
and their crimes accounted fo venial, as fcarce to de
ferve the name of oftences. At lafl:~ a poor peni
tent Afs, with great contrition, acknowledged, that 
once going through the Parfon's meadow, being 
very hungry, and tempted by the fweetnefs of the 
grafs, he had cropt a little of it, not more hovrevcr 
in quantity than tne tip of his tongue : he was very 
forry for the mifdemcanour, and hoped-Hope ! 
exclaimed the Fox with fingular zc~l~ what canft 
thou hope for, after the commi11ion of fo heinous a 
trime? What, eat the Parfon's grafs ! 0 facrilege! 
'l'his, this i·s the flagrant wickednefs, my brethren, 
which has drawn the wrath of Heaven upon our 
heads ; and this the notorious offender, whofe death 
mufl: make atonement for all our tranfgreffions. So 
faying, he ordered his entrails for facrificc, and the 
reft of the Beafts went to dinner upon his carcafe. 

FABLE XXXI. 
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v A B L E XXXI. 

~.r'he Cc:t, the Cock, and the young lv.loufl. 

A Y 0 UN G Moufe, who had feen very little 
of the world, came running one day to his 

mother in great hafie-0 mother, faid he, I am 

frighted almofi to death! I have feen the moil ex
traordinary creature that ever was. He has a fierce, 

angry look, and {huts about upon two legs : a firange 

piece of fle.fh grows on his head, and another under 

his throat, as red as blood : he flapped his arms 

againfi his fides, as if he intended to rife into the air; 

a11d fi:retching out his head, he opened a {harp

pointed mouth fo w ide, that I thought he was pre

paring to [wallow me up: then he roared at me {o 
horribly, that I trembled every joint, and was glad 

to run home as fait as i ~ould. If I had not been 

frightened away by th ., terrible monfier, I was ju:fl: 

going to commence an a uaintance with the pret

tiefr creature you ercr {aw. She had a foft furr 
{l:{in,. 
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:ikin, thicker than ours, and all beautifully ftreaked 
with black and grey ; with a modeft look, and a 
demeanour fo humble and courteous, that me
thought I c6uld have fallen in love with her. Then 
fhe had a fine long tail, which ihe waved about fo 
prettily, and looked fo earndHy at me, that I do be
lieve ihe was jufl: going to fpeak to me, when the 
horrid monfter frighttmed me away. Ah, my dear 
child, faid the mother, you have efcaped being de
voured, but not by that monfter you was fo much 
afraid of; which, in truth, was only a Bird, and 
would have ·done you no manner of harm. vy·hereas 
the fweet creature, of whom you ftem fo fond, was 
no other than a Cat; who, under that hypocritical 
countenance, conceals the mofi inveterate hatred to 
6l1l our race, ~nd fubfif1s entirely by devouring .i\.1ice. 
Learn from this incident, my dear, nev~r whilfi 
you live to rely on outward appearances. 

FABLE XXXH. 
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F A B L E XXXII . . 

The Farmer and his Dog. 

A FAR 1\11 E R who had jufi fiepped into the 
field to mend a gap in one of his fences, found 

at his return the cradle, where he had left his 
only Child aileep, turned upfide down, the clothes 
all torn and bloody, and his Dog lying near it be
fmeared alfo with blood. Immediately conceiving 
that the creature had defiroyed his Child, he infiantly 
dallied out his brains with the hatehet in his hand: 
when turning up the cradle, he found his Child un
hurt, and an enormous Serpent lying dead on the 
floGr, killed by that faithful Dog, whofe courage and 
fidelity in preierving the life of his Son deferved an
ether kind of reward. Thefe affecting circum
fiances afforded him a fl:riking leffon, how dange
rous it is too hafi:ily to give way to the blind impulfe 
of a fudden paffion, 

FABLE XXXIII. 
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F A B L E XXXIII. 

'The Gnat and the Bee. 

A GNAT, half-fhrved with cold, and pinched 
with hunger, came early one morning to a 

Eee-hive, begged the relief of charity, and offered 
t:D teach mufic in the family, on the humble terms of 
diet and lodging. The Bee received her petitioner 
with a cold civility, and defired to be excufed. I 
bring up all my children, faid !he, to my own ufeful 
trade, that they may be able when they grow up to 
get an honefi livelihood by their indufiry. Befidcs, 
how do you think I could be fo imprudent as to . teach 
them an art, which I fee has reduced its profeflor to 
indigence and beggary ? 

FABLE XXXIV. 
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F A B L E XXXIV. 

The Owl and the Eagle. 

AN Owl fat blinking in the trunk of an hollow 
tree, and arraigned the brightnefs of the Sun. 

vVhat is the ufe of its beams, faid H:c, but to dazzle 
one's eyes fo that one cannot fee a Moufe? For my 
part, I am at a lofs to conceive for what purpofe fo 
glaring an objeet was created. We had certainly 
been much better without it. 0 fool! replied an 
Eagle, perched on a branch of the fame tree, to rail 
at excellence which thou can:fl: not tafie; ignorant 
that the fault is not in the Sun, but in thyfelf. All, 
'tis true, have not faculties to underfi:and, nor powers 
to enjoy the benefit of it: but mufi the bufinefs and 
the pleafures of the world be obfrrufud, that an Owl 
may catch Mice? 

FABLE XXXV. 
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FABLE XXXV. 

The Jr<:k Lion, the Fox, and the IP'olf. 

A L I 0 N, having furfeited himfelf with feaft
. ing too luxurioufly on the carcafe of a Wild 
Boar, was feized with a violent and dangerous dif
order. The beail:s of the foreil: flocked in great num
bers to pay their refpects to him upon the occafion, 
and fcarce one was abfent, except the Fox. The 
Wolf, an ill-natured and malicious beail:, feized this 
opportunity to accufe the Fox of pride, ingratitude, 
and difaffection to his majefiy. In the midil: of his 
inveCtive, the Fox entered; who having heard part of 
theW olf's accufation, and obferving the ~ion's coun
tenance to be kindled into wrath, thus adroitly excufed 
himfelf, and retorted upon his accufer: I fee many 
here, who, with mere lip-fervice, have preten~e'a to 
1hew you their loyalty; but for my part, frorrlthe ~o
ment I heard of your majdty's illnefs, negleeting·ufe-

lefi . 
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lefs compliments, I employed myfelf day and night to 
enquire among the mofi: leamed phyficians, an in-· 
fallible remedy for your difeafe, and have at lengclt 
happily been informed of one: it is a plaifrer made 
of part of a \Volf's !kin, taken warm from his back, 
and laid to your majefiy's fl:omach. This remedy 
was no fooner propofed, than it ·was determined that 
the experiment fhould be tried : and whiHl the ope
rati on was performing, the Fox, with a farcafric. 
fm ile, whifpered this ufeful maxim in the \V elf's ear 
- If you would be fafe from harm yourfelf, learn for 
the future not to meditate mifchief againfi others-. 

F A B L E XXXVI. 

Tbe Blind Man and the Lam~ 

' I S from our wants and infirmities that al-
moft all the conneCtions of fociety take heir ri[P. 

G A Blind 
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A BJind l\1an, being fioppcd in a bad piece ot 
road, meets with a Lame l\t1an, and intreats him to 

guide him through the difficulty he has got into. 

How can I Jo that, replied the L ame N1 an; fince 

I am fcarce able to drag myfelf along ? but as you 

appear to be very {hong, if you will carry me, we 

will feek our fortunes together. It will then be 

my jnterefl: to warn you of any thing that may 

obfhuct your way; your feet !hall be my feet, and 

my eyes yours. With all my heart, returned the 

B-lind Man; let us render each other our mutual 

fervices. So taking his lame companion on his 

back, they, by .means of their union, travelleJ on 

with fafety and pleaiure. 

F A B L E XXXVII . 

Tbe Lion, the Bear, the Monkty, and the Fox . 

T HE Tyrant of t:1e fore!t jffi,ed a procl ~ nu 

tion, commanding all h is fubjcc1:s to rep:1ir 

immediately to his royal den. 1 o:1g the r ·~· , 
t r,e 
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the Bear made his appe_arance ; but pretending to be offended with the fteams which iffued from the _ monarch's apartments, he was imprudent enough to hold his nofe in his majefty's prefence. This infolence was fo highly refented, that the Lion in a rage laid him dead at his feet. The Monkey, obferving what had paired, trembled for his carcafe; and attempted to conciliate favour by the moft abjeB: flattery. He began with protefting, that for his part he thought the apartments were perfumed with Arabian fpices ; and exclaiming againft the rudenef~ of the Bear, admired the beauty of his majefi:y's paws, fo happily formed, he faid, to correct the infolence of clowns. This fulfome adulation, inftead of being received as he expeB:ed, proved no lefs offenfive than the rudenefs of the Bear: and the courtly Iv1onkey was in like manner extended by the fide of Sir Bruin. And now his majefi:y caft his eye upon the Fox : Well, Reynard, faid he, and what fcent do you difcover here ? Great prince, replied the cautious Fox, my nofe was never efteemed my moft di fiingui{hing fenfe ; and, at preient, I would by no means venture to give my opinion, ~s I h<n·e unfortunately get a terrible cold, 

G 2 Fr\BLE XXX \'TIL 
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F A B L E xxxvnr. 
The Owl and t!Je P.li:;htingale. 

A FORI\1AL folemn Owl b::u:l many years 
made his habitation in a grove amongfl: the 

ruins of an old monafiery, and h<:d pored [o often 
on fome mouldy manufcripts, the Hupid relics of a 
monkifh library, that he grew infe3:ed with the pride 
and pedantry of the place; and 1.1if!:aking gravity 
for wifdom, would 1it whole days with his eye half 
!hut, fancying himfelf profoundly learned. 1t hap
pened, as he fat one evening, half buried in medita
tion, and half afleep, that a Nightingale, unluckily 
perching near him, began her melodious lays. He 
fiarted from his reverie, and with a horrid fcreech 
interrupting her fong-Pe gone, cried he, thou im
pertinent minfi:rel, nor difi:ract with noify diffonance 
my fublime contemplations; and know, vain Song
:fler, th at harmony confifi:s in truth alone, which is 
~ained by laborious :fl:udy; and not in languiibing 

notes, 
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notes, fit only to footh the ear of a love-fick maid. 
ConceiteJ pedant, returned the N~ ightingale, whofe 
wifdom lies only in the feathers that muffie up thy 
unmeaning face ; muflc is a natural and rational en
tertainment, and though not adapted to the 'ears of an 
Ov,l, bas ever been relifhed and admired by all who 
are poiE::fTcd of true tafre and elegance~ 

F A B L E XXXIX. 

The Ant and the Cate1pillar. 

A S a Caterp;llar was advancing very flowly 
along one of the alleys of a beautiful garden, 

he was met by a pert lively Ant; who toiling up her 
head with a fcornful air, cried, Prithee get out of th@ 
way, thou poor creeping animal, and do not pre
fume to obfi:ru8: the paths of thy fuperiors, by wrig
gling along the road, and befmearing the walks ap-_ 
propriated to their footfieps. Poor creature ! thou 

G 3 lookeft 
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Iookefi: like a thing half made, which Nature not 
liking, threw by unfinifhed. I could almoft pity 
thee, methinks; but it is beneath one of my quality 
to talk to fuch mean creatures 45 thou art : and fo, 
poor crawling wretch, adieu . . 

The humble Caterpillar, {huck dumb with thi~ 
difdainful language, retired, went to work, wound 
himfelf up in a filken cell, and at the appointed 
rime came out a beautiful .Butterfly. Jufi: as he 
was faliying-forth, he obferved the fcornful Ant pa£r7 
ing by: Prot,Id infect, [aid. he, ftop a moment, and 
learn from the circumftances in which you now fee 
me, never to defr)ife any one for that condition in 
which Providence has thout;ht fit to place him ; as 
there is none fo mean, but may one day, either in 
this frate .or in a better, be exalted above thofe who 

. I 

looked do·wn upon him \Yith unmerited contempt. 

FAUL.r. XL. 
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F A L L E AL. 
The two Foxes. 

T 'V 0 Foxes formed a ftratagem to enter a 
he!1 roofi; which having"fucceLI"ully execut

ed., and killed the cock, the hens, and the chickens, 
they be;an to keel upon them with fing ul ar fatisf;--c
tion. L nc of the .: o. es, who was young and in
conflderate, w s for devouring them all upon the 
fpot: t~1e or: .... r, v ho was old i d covetous, propofed 
to rdervc fome of t·hem for a 1other time. " For 
" xperience, child,' ' faid he, ''- has made me wife, 
" nd I have fcen many unexpected events fince I 
" came into the world. Let us provide, therefore, 
'' agai11fl: what may haopen, and not <;:onfume all 
" (JUr B:ore at one meal." " All this is wonderous 
" wife," r plied the young Fox; "but for my part, 
'' lam reG >lved not to fbr till I have eaten as much 
'' as will ferve me a whole week ; for who would 
" be mad enough to return hither? when it is cer· 
'' tain the owner of thefe fo·wls will watch for us, 

G 4 " and 
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~~ and if he fhould catch us, would certainly put us 
'' to death." After this iliort difcourfe, each pur
fued his own fcheme : the young Fox eat till he 
,burfi: himfelf, and had fcarcely Hrength to reach 
"'his hole before he died. The old one, who thought tt much better to deny his appetite for the prefcnt~ 
and lay up-provifion for the future, returned the next 
df.y, and was killed by the Farmer. Thus_ every 
~gc has its peculiar vice ; the young fufier by their 

, i~fatiable thirfr after pleafure ; and the o1J, by their 
i1~corrigible and inordinate avarice. 

FABLE XLI. 

:The conceited Ov--·1. 

A Y 0 UN G Owl, having 2ccidentally fccn 
himfelf in a cryl1al fount2in, concci\ t:d th~ 

highefc opi11ion of his perfonal per_feCtions., . 'Tis 
tine> fad he, t.ut Hymen ihoulJ gt \'e me cn tldrcn 

; .. ~ 
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as beautiful as myfelf, to the glory of the night, and 
the ornament of our groves. Vfhat pity would it 
be, if the race of the mofl: accompliihed of birds 
ihould be _extinct. for want of a mate l Happy the 
female who is de{}ined to fpen~ her life with _me! 
Full of thefe {elf-apwoving thoughts, he intreated 
the Crow to propofe a mitch between him and the 
royal dau-ghter of the Eagle. Do you imagine, [aid
the Crow, that the noble Eagle, whofe pride it is. 
to gaze on the brightefl: of the heaven! y luminaries, 
will confent to marry his daughter to you, who can
no~ fo much as open your eyes wh!lfl: it is day-light? 
But the [elf conceited Owl was deaf to all that his 
friend could urge; who after much perfuafiorr, was, 
at length prevailed u·pon to undertake the commif
fion. His propofal was received-in the manner that 

_might be expetl:ed: the kiLJg of birds laughed him 
to [corn. However, being a monarch of fome hu
mour, he ordered him to acquaint the. Owl, that if 
he would meet him the next morning at fun-rife in 
the middle of the fky, he would coNfent to give him 
his daughter in marriage. The prefumptuous Owl 
undertook to perform the conditi<;>n ; but being daz
zled with the fun, and his head growing giddy, he 
fell from his height upon a roek; from whence being 
purfued by a flight of birds, he was glad at lafr to 
make his efcape into the hollow of an old oak ; where 
he paffed the remainder of his 'days in that obfcur!ty. 
for which Nature defigned him. 

G 5 FABLE XLll,. 
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F A B L E XLII • 
. The Fox and the Cat. 

NOTHING is more common than for men to 
condemn the very fame aetions in others, 

which they pracrife themfelves whenever occafion 
oflers. 

A Fox and a Cat having made a party to travel 
together, beguiled the tedioufnefs of their journey 
by a variety of philofophical converfations. Of 
all the moral virtues, exclaimed Reynard, mercy 
js fure the noblefi! \Nhat fay you, my fage friend, 
is it not fo? Undoubtedly, replied the Cat, with a 
moil: demure countenance; nothing is more be
coming, in a creature of any fenflbility, than a com
paffionate difpofition. \Vhile they were thus mo
ralizing, and mutually complimenting each other on 
the wifdom of their refpeB:ive reReC!ions, a \Volf 
darted out from a wood upon a flock of Sheep, which 

were 
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were feeding in an adjacent meadow; and with
out being in the leaH: affeB:ed by the moving 
lamentations of a poor Lamb, devoured it before 
their eyes. Horrible cruelty! exclaimed the Car; 
why does he not feed on vermin, .infiead of making 
his barbarous meals on fuch innocent creatures? 
Reynard agre€d with his friend in the obfervation; 
to which he added feveral very pathetic remarks on 
the odioufi1efs of a fanguinary temper. Their in
dignation was rifing in its warmth and zeal, when 
they arrived at a -little cottage by the way-fide; 
where the tender-hearted Reynard immedi-ately cafi: 
his eye upon a fine Cock that was it-rutting about 
the yard. And now, adieu moralizing : he leaped 
over the pales, and without any fort of fcruple, de
molifhed hi<; prize in an inil:ant. In the mean 
while, a plump 1v1oufe, which ran out of the ftable, 
totally put to flight Otlr Cat's philofophy, who fell to. 

the repaft without the leafi commiferation. 

G FABLE XLUI 
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F A B L E XLIII. 
The two Ho1jes. 

T W 0 Horfes were travelling the road toge
ther ; one loaded with a fack of flour, the 

other with a fum of money. The latter, proud of 
his fplendid burthen, toffed up his head with an air 
of confcious fuperiority, and every now and then 
cafr a look of contempt upon his humble compa
nion. In palling thnugh a wood, th€y were met 
by a gang of higln aymen, who immediately feized 
upon the Horfe that was carrying the treafure: but 
the fpirited Steed not being altogether difpofed to 
fiand fo quietly as was neceifary for their purpofe, 
they beat him mofr unmercifully, and after plunder
ing him of his boafied load, left him to lament at his 
leifure the cruel bruifes he had received. } riend, 
faid his defpifed companion to him, who had now 
rec: fon to triumrh in his turn, diHinguiilied pofis are 
often dangerous to thofe who poffefs them : if you 
had ferved a Miller, as I do, you might have travelled 
the road unmolefied. 

F t\BLE XLIV . 
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F A B 'L E XLIV. 

Tbe Do·ve and the Ant. 

W E :fhould be always ready to do good offices, 
even to the meane:fl: of our fellow-crea

tures ; as there is no one to whofe affiH:ance we 
may not, upon fome occafion or other, be greatly 
indebted. 

A Dove was fipping from the banks of a rivulet, 
vvhen an Ant, who was at the fame time trailing a 
grain of corn along the edge of the brook, inadver
tently fell in. The Dove obferving the help ~ efs in
feet :fl:ruggling in vain to reach the fhore, was 
touched with compaffion ; and plucking a blade of 
grafs, dropped it into the il:ream ; by means of 

·which the poor Ant, like a iliip- wrecked failor upon 
a plank, got fafe to land. She had fcarcely arrived 
there, when fhe perceived a Fowler ju:fl: going to 
difcharge his piece at her deliverer ; upon which fue 

inftantly 
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infrantly crept up his foot, and flung him on the 
ankle. The~ Sportfman Harting, occafioned a rufi:
ling among the boughs, which alarmed the Dove 
who immediately fprung up, and by that means ef~ 
caped the danger with which fhe was threatened. 

FABLE XLV. 

7/Je Parrot. 

A CERTAIN widower, in order to amufe 
his folitary hours, and in fome meafure fup

ply the converfution of his departed helpmate of 
loquacious memory, determined to purchafe a .Par
rot. With this view he applied to a dealer in birds, 
who ihewed him a large colleB:ion of Parrots of va
rious kinds. Whilfi: they were exercifing their 
talkative talents before him, one repeating the cries 
of the town, another a!king for a cup of fack, and a 
third bawling out for a coach, he obferved a green 

Parrot, 
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Parrot, perched in a thoughtful manner at a difl:ance 
upon the foot of a table : And fo you, my grave gen
tleman, f<tid he, are quite filent. To which the 
Parrot replied, -like a philofophical bird, "I think the 
u more." Pleafed with this .fenfl.hle anfwer, our w:i
dower immediately paid down his price, and took 
home the bird, conceiving great things from a crea
ture who had given fo :£hiking a fpecimen of his 
parts. But after having inftrutl:ed him during a 
whole month, he found, to his great difappointment, 
that he could get nothing more from him than the 
fatiguing repetition of the fame duil fentence, " I 
" think the more." I find, faid he, in great wrath, 
that thou art a mofr invincible fool: and ten times. 
more a fool was I, for having formed a favourable 
opinion of thy abilities upon no better foundation 
than an affeCted folemnity, 

:F A~LE XL VI. 



136 1\1 0 DE R N FABLES. 

F A B L E XLVI. 

Tbe Cat and the Bat, 

A CAT having devoured her ma!l:er's favourite· 
Bulfinch, overheard him threatening to put 

her to death the moment he could find her. In this 
difirefs £he preferred a prayer to Jupiter ; vowing, 
if he would deliver her from her prefent danger, that 
never while ilie lived would fhe eat another Bird. 
Not long afterwards, a Bat mofi inviting! y flew into 
the room where Pufs was purring in the window. 
The quefiion was, how to aCt: upon fo tempting an 
occafion? Her appetite preffed hard on one fide; 
and her vow threw fome fcruples in her way on the 
other. At length ilie hit upon a mofi convenient 
difiinB:ion to remove all difficulties, by determining 
that as a Bird indeed it was unlawful prize, but as 
a Moufe ilie might very confcientioufly eat it; and 
accordingly, without further debate, fell to the re
paft. 

Thus 

' 
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Thus it is that men are apt to impofe upon them
fclves by vain and groun,rilefs difbnB:ions, when 
confcience and principle are at variance with inte
rcH: and inclination. 

F A B L E XLVII. 

'The two Lizar{h. 

A S two Lizards were bafking under a fouth 
wall, How contemptible, faid one of them, 

is our condition ! \JV e exifi, 'tis true, but that i~ 
all : for \il.'e hold no fort of rank in the creation, and 
are utterly unnoticed by the world. Curfed obfcu
rity ! \Vhy was I not rather born a Stag, to range 
t:t b~·,ge, the pride and glory of fome royal foreft ? 
1 t h:1ppen~d, that in the midft of thefe unjufi mur
mur), a pa k of Hounds was heard in full cry after 
tne ,·cr. ' Cf{'ature he wa envying, who being quite 
fpent '\Vith ~he chace, was torn in pieces by the Dogs, 
L fi;;ht of our two Lizard . And is this the lordly 
~ ~ag, w 1 :; [e lace in the creation you wiili to hold ? 

f<~.i 



· 1~8 :f\AOD :SRN FABLES. J 

iaid the wifer I iz:>.rd to hie: complaining ft-:end: Let 
his fad fate te2ch ycu to bleiS 1 rovidence for Flacing 
yo u in that humble :fitm:tion, which fecures ycu 
from the dangers of a m ore el~v:.tted rank. 

F A 13 L E XLVIII . 

"+ . ' L J up;tr, s ottery. 

JUPITER, in orcier to pleafe mankind, d!rcB:
ed Nierc ury to give notice that he bad efiaolifhcd 

a Lottery, in which there 'ere no blaiL-~ ; a1 2 that, 
?.mcngfl: a variety of other vahwble ch::t'1Ce~, V; if
dGm was the highefi prize. It was Juf'iter's com
mand, that in this Lcttery fo rr:e of the god ihou d 
a]!o bc.ccme adyenturers . ~I he ticket being difpof
ed of, aml the vvhech. placed, l\!.i.ercury was employed 
to prdicle c.t the dra'Ning. 1 t barpened that the beft 
pnze fell to Ivlincrva : upon \'. hich a general mur
mur ran through the ai1embly) and hints wcL 

throv;n 
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thrown out that Jupiter had ufed fome unfair pra8::ices 
to fecure this defirable lot to his daughter. Jupiter, 
th:1t he might at once both punifu and filence thefe 
impious clamours of the human race, prefented them 
w ith Folly in the place ofWifdDm; with which they 
went away perfectly well contented. And from that 
t ime the g reateft Fools have always looked upon 
themfelves as the wifefi men. , 

F A B L E XLIX. 

r:r., z· · · c "1 iJe ztzgtous ats . 

T \N 0 Cats ha.ving :fl:olcn fome cheefe, could 
not agree about di viding their prize . J n 

order therefore to fettle the difpute) they confente<i 
to refer th" matter to a .:donkey. The propofed 
arbitrator very readily accepted the office) and pro
ducing a balance, pu t a p·ut into e<tch [cue. '~ Let 
'' me {{: :/' faid he) "av-this lumu outwci n-hs the - . "other:" 
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" other :" and immediately bit off a confiderabie 
piece:, in o:d~r to reduce it, he obferved, to an eqtli
librium. The oppofite· fcale -vvas now become the 
he2.vieft; which afforded our confC:ientious juJge an 
add itional reafon for a fecond mouthful. Hold, hclJ) 
faid the two Cats, who began to be alarmed for the 
event, give us our refped:ive fhares, and we are fa
tisficd . If you are fatisfied, returned the 1\lionkcy, 
1 uftic.e is not : a cafe of this intricate Hature is b r iw means io foon determined. Upon which he 
continued to nibble firft one piece, and then t~~e. 
other, till the poor Cats, feeing their cheefe gradu:~lly 
diminiiliing. intreateJ him to give himfelf no farther 
trouble, but deliver to them ~rhat remained. r 1ot 
fo fait, I bcfcech you, friends, replied the .Monkey; 
we oyve juftice to ourfelves as well as to you: \\hat 
remains is due to me in right of my office. Upon 
which he crammed the whole into his mouth; and 
with great gravity difmiifed the court. 

FABLE L. 
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F A B L E L. -

The t1-co Dogs. 

H ASTY and inconfi.:ierate connections are 
generally attended. with great difad~antages; 

anJ much of every man's good or ill fortune depends 
upon the choice he 1:1akes of his friends. 

A good-natured Spaniel overtook a furJy J\1a!
tiff, as he was travelling upon the high road. 
Tray, although an entire !hanger to Tyger, very 
civilly accofred him; and if it would be no interrup
tion, he faid, he iliould be glad to bear him company 
on his way. Tyger, who happened not to be alto
gether in fo growling a mood as ufual, accepted the 
propofal ; and they very amicably purfued their 
journey together. In the midfi of their converfa
tion they arrived at the next village, where Tyger 
began to difplay his malignant difpofition, by an un
provoked attack upon every Dog he rtiet. 1 'he Vil-

4 lagers 
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lagers immediately [allied forth with great indigna
tion to refcue their refpetl:ive favourites ; and fall ing 
upon our two friends w ithout diitintlion, or mercy, 
poor T ray was moil: cruelly treated, for no other 
reafon but his being found in bad company. 

F A B L E LI. 

Death and Cupid. 

1 UP ITER fent forth !Jeath and Cupid to travel 
L round the world, giving each of them a bcw in 
his hand, and a quiver of anov,rs at his back. It was 
ordered by the upreme Difpofer of all events, tLat 
the arrow of Love ihould only wound the yo'mg, in 
order to fupply the decays of mortal men; and thole 
of Death were to itrike old-age, and free the world 
from an ufe1efs chan!e. Our travellers, beino- one u 0 
day extremely fltigued with thtir journey, rc::fied 

6 th mftl \'C 
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themfel'.res under the covert of a wood, and thrmv
ing d-own their ·arrows in a promifcuous manner, 
they both fell fail aneep. 'l 'hey had not repo(ed 
themfelves long, before they were awakened by a 
Cudden noife ; when hai1:ily gathering up their arms, 
each in a confufion took by mifiake fome of the darts 
that belonged to the other By this means, it fre
quently happened that Death vanquiihed the young, 
and Cupicl fubdued the old. J l)..piter obferveJ the 
error, but did not think proper to redre[s it; fore
feeing that fome good might arife from their unh<cky 
exchange. And, in fact:, if men were wjfe, they 
would learn from this mifiake to be apprehenfive of 
De-ath in their youth, and to guard :1gainft the amo
rous. pailions in their old -age. 

fABLE Ln. · 
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F A B L E LII. 

T he Mock-bird. 

l'r'r"l HERE is a certain bird in the V/efl:~Tndi<". 
which has the faculty of mimicking the no~es 

of every other fongfl:cr) without being able him[dr· 
to add any original firains to the concert. As one 
of thcfe 1ock-birds wa difpbying his talent or ri
dicule among the branches of a venerable \Vood ~ 
'Tis very well, fa id a little warbler, fiJeakins in the 
name of all the refi:, we grant you that our mufic i~ 
not w ithout its faults : but why will you not favour 
us with a firain of your own ? 

FABLE LHI. 



I\1 0 D E R N F A B L E S. I 4 5 

F A B L E LIII. 

'The SpeBacles. 

H 0 W fl:rangely all mankind differ in their 
opinions ! and how ftrongly each is attached 

to his own! 

J-upiter one day, enjoying himfelf over a bowl of 
nectar, and in a merry humour, determined to make 
mankind a prefent. l\1omus was appointed t() 

convey it to them ; who, mounted on a rapid car, 
vvas prefemly on earth. Come hither, fays h~, ye . 
happy mortals ; great Jupiter has opened for your 
benefit his all-gracious hands. 'Tis true, he made 
you fomewhat fhort-fighted, but to remedy that in-
om'enience, behold how he has favoured you! So 

ta ying, he unloofed his portmanteau, when an infi
nite JlUmber of SpeCtacles tumbled out, and were 
,picked up by the crowd with all the eagernefs ima-

il1;)ble. Th~re were enough for all, every man 
H had 
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had his pair. But it was foon found that there 
Spectacles did not reprefent objects to all mankind 
alike: for one pai.r was purple, another blue; one 
was white, and another black: fome of the glaffes 
were red, fome green, and fome yellow. In ihort, 
there were of all manner of colours, and every !hade 
of colour. However, notwithfianding this diverfity, 
every man was charmed with his own, as believing 
it the truefi:; and enjoyed in opinion all the fatis
faction of reality. 

FABLES. 
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FABLE I. 

The Red-breqjl and the Sparrow. 

AS a Red-breafr was finging on a tree by the 
fide of a rural cottage, a Sparrow perched 

upon the thatch took occafion thus to reprimand 
him: Arod dofi thou, faid he, with thy dull autumnal 
note, prefume to emulate the Birds of Spring ? Can 
thy weak warblings pretend to vie with the fprightly 
accents of the Thruih and the Blackbird? with the 
various melody of the Lark or the Nightingale? 
whom other birds, far thy fuperiors, have been long 
con nt to admire in filence~ Judge with candour 
at leafi, replied the Robin, nor impute thofe efforts 
to ambition folely, which may fometimes flow from 
Love of the Art. I reverence indeed, but by no 
mea, s envy, the birds whofe fame has il:ood the teft 
of ages. 'I heir fongs have charmed both hill and 
dale ; but their feafon is pail:, and their throats are 
flient. I feel not, however, the ambition to furpafs 

H 3 or 
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or equal them: my efforts are of a much humbler 
nature; and I may furely hope for pardon, while I 
endea vou~ t~ che~r 0e~e forfaken valleys, by an at
tempt to mutate tm ;:rams !love. 

F A B L E II. 

'Jl;e two Bees. 

0 N a fine morning in May, two Bees fet for .. 
ward in quefi of Honey; the one wife and 

temperate, the other care1efs and extravagant. They 
foon arrived at a garden enriched with aromatic 
herbs, the mofi fragrant flowers, and the mofi deli
cious fruits. They regaled themfelves for .a time 
on the various dainties that were fpread before 
them : the one loading his thigh at intervals with 
provifions for the hive againfi the difi:ant winter; 
~h€ other, revelling in fweets without regard to any 
thing but his prefent gratification. At length they 

found 
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found a < wide. mouthed phial,_ that hung beneath 
the bough of a peach-tree, filled with · Honey reaay 
tempered, and expofed to their tafie _in the moil: al
luring manner. The thoughtlefs Epicure, fpite of 
all his friends remonfirances, plunged headlong into 
the veffel, refolving to indulge himfelf in all the 
ple<1fures of fenfuaHty. - The Philofopke:r, on the 
other hand, fipped a little with''caution, but being 
fufpicious of danger, flew off to fruits aild flowers ; 
where, by the moderation of his t:neals, he improved 
h is relilli for the true enjoyment of them. In the 
e' ening, however, he called upon his friend, to 
<mquire whether he wmlld ·rettlrn to the hive; 
but found him furfeited in fweets, which· h:e was as 
unable to leave as to enjoy. Clogged in his wings, 
enfeebled in his feet, and his whole frame totally ener
l'ated, he was but jufi able to bid his frtend adieu, 
and to lament with his late.fl: breath, that though a 
tafle of pleafure might quicken the reli{h of life, an 
unrefirained indulgence is inevitable defiructiol1. 

FABLE II . 
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F A B L E III. 

The Diamond and the Glow-worm. 

A D I A M 0 N D happened to fall from the 
folitaire of a young lady, as fhe was walk:ing 

one evening on a terrace in the garden. A Glow
worm, who had beheld it fparkle in its defcent, foon 
as the gloom of night had eclipf< d its lufrre, began 
to mock and to infult it. Art thou that wondrous 
thing that vauntefr of thy prodigious brightnefs? 
Where now is all thy boafl:ed brilliancy ? Alas, in 
t:vil hour has fortune thrown thee within the reach 
of my fuperior blaze. Conceited infect, replied the 
Gem, that owefr thy feeble glimmer to the darknefi 
that furrounds thee: know, my lufire bears the tefr 
of day, and even derive its chief adnntage from 
that difringuif?ing light, which difcovers the to be 
no more than . a ark and paltry \Vorm. 

FABLE IV. 
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FABLE IV. 

The Ojlrich and the Pelican. 

T HE Ofi:rich one day met the Pelican, and 
obferving her breafi: all bloody, Good God ! 

fays fhe to her, what is the matter? vVhat accident 
has befallen you? You certainly have been feized 
by fome f.:wage beafr of prey, and have with diffi
culty efcaped from his mercilefs claws. Do not be 
furprized, friend, replied the PelicaiJ.; no. fuch acci
dent, nor indeed any thing more than common, hath 
happened to me. 1 ha e only been engaged in my 
ordinary employment of tending my neft, of fi eding_ 
my dear little ones, and nouriihing them with the 
vital blood from my bo!om. Your anfwer, returned 
the Ofirich, afioniihes me ill more than the horrid 
figure you make. \Vhat ! is thi your practice, to · 
ear your own flefh, to ipill your own blood, and to 

facrifice yourfelf in this cruel manner to the impor
t mate c vings of your young ones ? I know not 

H 5 which 
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which to pity mo:ft, your mifery; or your folly. Be 
advifed by me; have fome regard for yourfelf; and 
leave off this barbarous cufiom of mangling your 
own body: as for your children, commit them to 
the care of Providence, and make yourfelf quite eafy 
about them. My example ,may be of ufe to you: l 
lay my eggs' upon the ground, and jufi cover them 
Iight1y over with fand : if they hav~ the good luck 
to efcape being crufhed by the tread of Man or 
Bea:ft, the warmth of the Sun broods upon, and 
hatches them ; and in due time my young ones 
come forth. I leave them to be nurfed by Nature, 
and fofiered by the elements; I give myfelf no 
trouble about them, and I neither know nor care 
what becomes of them. Unhappy wretch, fays 
the Pelican, who art hardened again:ft thy offspring, 
and through want of natural affection renderefi thy 
travail fruitlefs .to thyfelf! who knowefi not the 
fweets of a parent's anxiety, the tender delight of a 
mother's fufferings ! It js not I, but thou that art 
cruel to thy own fleib. Thy infenfibility may ex
empt thee from a temporary inconvenience, and an 
inconfiderable pain; but at the fame time it makes 
thee inattentive to a mofl: necdfary duty, and inca
pable of reliibi ng the pleafure that attends it: a plea- · 
f.ure, the mofr exquifite that Nature hath ind ulged 
to us; in which pain itfelf is [wallowed up and loft, 
()r only fcrves to heighten the enjoyment. 

FABLE V. 



0 R I G I N A L F A B L E S. 155 

FABLE V. 
'The Hounds in Couples. 

A H U N T S J\II AN was leading forth his
Hounds one morning to the chace, and had linked feveral of the young Dogs in Couples, to prevent their following every [cent, and hunting diforderly, as th ir own inclinations and fancy iliould direct them. Among others, it was the fate of Jowler and Vixen to be thus yoked together. Jowler and Vixen were both young and unexperienced; but had for fome time been conihnt companions, and feemed to have entertained a great fondnefs for each other ; they ufed to be perpetually playing together, and in any quarrel that happened, always took one another's part; it might have been expected, therefore, that it would not be difagreeable to th m to be {till more clofely united. However, in bee, it proved otherwi{c : they had not been long joi ne l together before both parties were obfervcd to exprcf! uneaflneis at their prefent fituation. :Uif-

H 6 fercnt 
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ferent inclinations and oppofite wills began to difco .. 
v.er and to exert themfelves: if one chofe to go this 
way, the other was as enger to take the contrary; if 
one was prefiing forward, the other was fure to lag 
behind; Vixen pulled back Jowler, and Jowler 
dragged along Vixen~ Jowler growled at Vixen, 
and Vixen fnapped at Jowler: till at lafr it came to 
a downright quarrel between them; and Jowler 
treated Vixen in a very rough and ungenerous man
ner, without any regard to the inferiority of her 
ftrength, or the tendernefs of her fex. As they 
were thus continually vexing and tormenting one 
another, an old Hound, who had obfervecl -all that 
paired, came up to them, and thus reproved them : 
" What a couple of filly Puppies you are, to be 
perpetually worrying yourfelves at this rate ! What 
hinders you_r going on peaceably and quietly toge
ther? Cannot you compromife the matter between 
you, by each confulting the other's inclination a 
little? at leafr, try to make a virtue of neceffity, and 
fubmit to what you cannot remedy : you cannot get 
rid of the chain, but you may make it fit eafy upon 
you. I am an old Dog, and let my age and expe
rience infiruB: you : when I was in the fame cir
cumfram:es .with you, I foon found, that thwarting 

"' my companion was only tormenting myfelf; and 
my yoke-fellow happily came into the fame way of 
thinking. We endeavoured to join in the fame pur
fuits, and to follow one another's inclinations : and 
fo we jogged on together, not only with eafe and 
quiet, but with comfort and pleafure. We found 
by experience, that mutual compliance not only 
compenfates for liberty, but is even attended with 
a fatisfaB:ion ~nd delight, beyond what liberty itfelf 
can give." 

FABLE VI. 
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F ABLE VI. 
The ldifer and the Magpye. 

A S a Mifer fat at his deik, counting over his 
heaps of gold, a Magpye, eloped from hi 

cage, picked up a guinea, and hopped away with 
it. The .M.ifer, who never failed to count his 
money 0ver a fecond time, immediately miffed the 
piece, and rifing up from his feat in the utmoft 
confiernation, obferved the felon hiding it in a 
crevice of the floor. And art thou, cried he, that 
worfi of thieves, who has robbed me of my gold, 
without the plea of neceffity, anJ wit.hout regard to 
its proper ufe? but thy life iha11 atone for fo prepof
terous a villainy. Soft words, good mail:er, quoth 
the l\1ag pye. Have I then injured you in any other 
fenfe than you defraud the public ? and am I not 
ufing your money in the fame manner you o your
felf? If I mufi lofe my life for hiding a lingle gui 
nea, what do you, I pray, deferve, who fecrete fo 
ma~y thonfands ? -

FABLE VII. 
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F ABLE VII. 

Tbe Senjitive-Plant and the Thiflle. 

A T H I S T L E happened to fpring up very 
near to a Senfltive-Plant. The former ob

ferving the extreme ba!hfuJnefs and delicacy of the 
latter, addreifed her in the following manner. Why 
are you fo modefi and referved, my good neighbour, 
as to withdraw your leaves at the approach of fi~::ul
gers ? vVhy do you !brink as if you were afraid, 
from the touch of every hand? Take example and 
advice _ from me: If I liked not their familiarity, I 
wouid make them keep their difhnce, nor !hould 
any faucy finger _ provoke me unrevenged. Our 
tempers and qualities, replied the other, are widely 
different: I have neither the ab ility nor inclination 
to give offence; you, it feems, are by no means 
defiitute of either. My deflre is to live peaceably 
in the fiation wherein I was placed : and tho' my 
humility may now and then caufe me a moment's 

1.meafinefs, 
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unealinefs, it tends on the whole to prelerve my 
tranquillity. The cafe is otherwife with you, who(e 
irritable temper, and revengeful dtfjJofition, will 
probably, one time or other, be the caufe of your 
defl:ruB:ion. While they were thus arguing the 
point, the Gardener came with his little fpaddle, in 
order to lighten the earth round the fl:em of the Sen
fitive- Plant; but perceiving the Thifl:le, he thnd1: 
his in:fhument thro' the root of it, and toffed it out 
of his garden. 

F A B L E VIII: 

The Poet and the D eath-watch. 

S a Poet fat in his clofet, feafiing his imag!na-
tiQn on the hopes of Fame and Immortality, 

he was :fi:artled on a {udden with the ominous found 
of a Death-watch. However, immediately recol
leCting himfelf-Vain infect, faid he, ceafe thy im
pertinent forebodings, fufficient indeed to frighten 

8 ilic 
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the weaknefs of women, or of children; but far be
neath the notice of a Poet and Philofopher. As for 
me, whatever accident may threaten my life, _my 
fame, fpite of thy prognofiics, fhall live to future 
ages. It may be fo, replied the infect : I find, at 
leafi, thou hadfl: rather lifren to the Maggot in thy 
head, than to the vVorm beneath thy table: but 
know, that the fuggefiions of Vanity are altogether 
as deceitful as thofe of Superftition. 

FA B L E IX. 

Pythagoras and the Critic. 

PYT HAG 0 R AS was one day very ear
nefily engaged jn taking an exact meafure of 

the length of the Olympic courfe. One of thofe 
conceited Critics who aim at every thing, and are 
ready to interpofe with their opinion upon all fub
jects, happened to be prefent.; and could not help 

fmiling 



0 RIG IN A L FABLES. IOr.: 

!miling to himfel fto fee the Philufopher fo employ
ed, and to obfer\'e what great attention and pains he· 
be.frowed upon fuch a bufinefs. And pray, fays he, 
accofl:ing Pythagoras, may I ·prefume to afk witp 
what defi.gn you have given youddf this trouble? 
Of that, replied the Philofopher, I !hall very rea .. 
dily inform you. \1\l e are affured, that ~ercules, 
when he ini1:ituted the Olympic games, himfelf laid 
out this courfe by mea[ure, and determined it to the 
length of fix hundred feet, meafuring it by the 
fhinda.rd of his own foot. Now by taking an exact 
meafure of this fpa.ce, and feeing how much it ex
ceeds the meafure of the fame number of feet now 
in ufe, we can find how much the foot of Hercules, 
and in proportion his whole fl:ature, exceeded that of 
the prefent generation. A very curious [peculation, 
fays the Critic, and of great uCe and importance, no 
doubt ! And fo you will demonihate to us, that the 
bulk of this fabulous Hero was equal to his-extrava
gant entcrprifes and his marvellous exploits. And 
pray, Sir, what may be the refult of your enquiry at 
lafl: r I fuppofe,· you can now tell me exaB:ly to a 
hair's breadth, how tall Hercules was. The refult 
of my enquiry, replied the Philofopher, is this; and it 
is a concl ufion of greater ufe and importance than 
you feem to expect from it-that if you will always 
efl:imate the labours of the Philofopher, the defigns 
of the Patriot, and the aB:ions of the Hero~ by the 
fl:andard of your own narrow conceptions, yeu will 
ever be greatly mifiaken in your judgment concern .. 
ing them. ' 
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F A B L E X. 

The Bear. 

A BE A R, who was bred in the favage defarts 
of Siberia, had an inclination to fee th<1 

worlJ. He travelled from ford! to fore!t, and from 
one kingdom to another, making many profound 
obfervations in his way. Among the reft of his ex
cudions, he came by accident into a farmer's yard, 
where he faw a number of poultry !tanding to drink 
by the fide of a pool. Obferving that at every fip 
they turned up their heads towards the fky, he ca«ld 
110t forbear enqui ring the reafon of fo peculiar a ce
remony. They told him, that it wa by way of re
turning thanks to Heaven for the benefit they re
c.::i ved; and v~·as in dec a1 ancient an religious 
cufiom, V\'h ich thev cou:d w t with a Elfc con
fci ence, or H'ithout ·i1npiety, o 11it. Here the Bear 
burfi into a fit of lau:£ht(;r, at once mimicking their 
gefture~ and ri icuL g ~heir Juperfiition, in the 

molt 



0 RIG IN A L FABLES. 163 
n1ofi contemptuous manner. On this, the Cock, 
with a fpirit fuitable to the boldnefs of his character, 
addrefred him in the following words : As you are a 
:fhanger, Sir, you perhaps may be excufed the inde
cency of this behaviour; yet give me leave to tell 
you, that none but a Bear would ridicule any reli
o- ious ceremonies whatfoever, in the prefence of 
fhofe who believe the.n of importance. 

F A B L E XI . 

T he S tiJrk and the Crow. 

A S T 0 R K and a Crow had once a {hong 
contention, Wt ich of them fi:ood highefi: in 

the hvour of J up· ta. T he row alledged hi.' 
:fkill in omens, his infallibility in prophec ie ·, and his 
great ufe to the pricft of th~~t deity in all the ir f.:1.cri 
tices and rel igiow ceremonies . T he Stork urg d 
only hi" hlamdcr- life·, the: c,n··~ he took to pn ... kne 

hi~ 
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his offspring, and the affiftance he lent his parents 
under the infirmities of age. It happened, as it ge
nerally does in religious difputes, that neither of 
them could confute the other ; fo they both agreed 
to refer the decifi.on to Jupiter himfelf. On their joint 
application, the _God determined thus between them: 
Let none of my creatures defpair of my regard ; I 
know their weaknefs ; I pity their errors ; and 
whatever is well meant, I accept as it was intended. 
Yet facrifices or ceremonies are in themfelves of no 
importance, and every attempt to penetrate the coun
fels of the Gods i5 altogether as vain as it is pre
~umptuous ,: but he who pays to Jupiter a jufi ho
n.our and reverence, who leads the mofi temperate 
life, and who does the mofl: good in proportion to 
his abilities, as he heft anfwers the end of his crea
tion, will a[ur~dly fiand higheft in the favour of hil 
<:reator. · 

FABLE XII. 
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F A B L E XII. 

Echo and the Owl. 

T H E vain hear the flatteries of their , own 
imagination, and fancy them to be th.e voice -of fame. 

A folemn Owl, puffed up with vanity, fc:1te repeating her [creams at midnight, from the hollow of a blafted oak. And whence, cried ilie, proceeds this awful filence, unlefs it be to [; vour my fuperior melody? Surely the groves are hufht in expcc ation of my voice; and when I fing, all Nature lifl:ens. An £cho refounding from an adjacent rock, replied immediately, "all Nature lifl:ens." The Nightingale, refumed fue, has ufurpcd the fovereignty by night : her note indeed is mufical, but mine is f weeter far. The voice confirming her opinion, replied again, " is fweeter far." Why then am I diffident, continued fue; why do I fear to join the 
t.meful 
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tuneful choir? The Echo fiill Battering her vanity, 

repeated, "join the tuneful choir." Roufed by thi'3 

empty phantom of encouragement, ihe on the mor

row mingled her hootings with the harmony of the 

groves. But the tuneful Songfiers, difgufted with 

her noife, and affronted by her impudence, unani

mou[ y drove her from their fociety, and frill conti

nue to puriue her wherever ihe appears. 

F ABLE XIII. 

Prometheus. 

PRO ME THE US formed man of the fineft 

clay, and animated his work with fire fiolen 

from Heaven. He endowed him with all the facul

ties that are to be found amongfi the animal crea~ 

tion : he gave him the courage of the Lion, the 

fubtlety of the Fox) the pr~vidence of the Ant, and 
the 
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the indufiry of the Bee ; and he enabled him, by the 
iuperiority of his underfianding, to fubdue them all, 
and to make them fubfervient to his ufe and pleafure. 
He difcovered to him .the metals hidden in the bowels 
of the earth, and ihewed him their feveral ufes. He 
infirucred him in every thing that might tel)d to 
cultivate and civilize human life; he t-aught him to 
till the ground, and to improve the · fertility of Na
ture ; to build houfes, to cover himfelf with gar
ments, and to defend himfelf againfl: the incle
mencies of the air and the feafons ; to compound 
medicines of falutary herbs, to heal wounds, and to 
cure difeafes ; to confrru8: !hips, to crofs the feas, 
and to communicate to every country the riches of 
all. In a word, he endued him with fenfe al).d me
mory, with fagacity and invention, with art · and 
fcience ; and to crown all, he gave him an infight 
into futurity. ·But, alas ! thrs Etter-gift, infread of 
improving, wholly defrroyed the proper effeCt: of all 
the former. Furniihed with' all the means and in
ft ruments of happinefs, Man neverthelefs wa-s mifer
able ; through the knowledge and dread of future 
evil, he was incapable of enjaying prefent good. 
J:>rometheus faw, and immediately refolved to reme
dy this inconvenience: he effectually refiored Man 
to a capacity of happinefs, by depriving him of pre~ 

fcience, and giving him hope in its ftead. -

FABLE XIV. 
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FABLE XIV. 

Momus. 

'TIS faid that Mom us was perpetually blam-

ing and ridiculing whatever he faw. Even 

the works of the Gods themfelves could not efcap~ 

his univerfal cenfure. The eyes of the Bull, he 

faid, were fo placed by Jupiter, that they could 

not direCt: his horns in puihing at his enemies. 

The houfes which Minerva had in1hu8:ed men to 

build, were contrived fo very injudicioufly, that 

they could not be removed from a bad neighbGur

hood, nor from any other inconvenience. In 
{hort, the frame of Man himfelf was in his opi

nion extremely defeCtive; having no window in 

his bofom that might demonfirate hi fincerity, or 

betray his wicked purpofes, and prevent their exe

cution. Thefe and many other faults were found 

in the produCtions of Nature; but when he fur

veyed the works of zrt, ther-e was no end of his 

3 a1t. ·cations. 
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;altercations. Jupiter, being refolved to try how 
far his malice wouJd proceed, fent his daughter 
Venus to defire that he wo11ld give his opinion of 
her beauty. She appeared accordingly before the 
churlifh god, trembling at the apprehenfion of his 
known feverity. He examined her proportions with 
all the rigour of an envious critic. But her fhape 
and complexion were fo £hiking, and her fmiles and 
graces fo very engaging, that he found it impoffible 
to give the leafl: colour to any objection he could make. 
Yet to fhew how hard malevolence will £huggle for a 
cavil, as !he was retiring from his prefence, he beg
ged fhe would acquaint her father, that whatever 
grace might be in h~r m~tion, yet-her flippers were too 73-o(jj. 

l F ABLB XV. 
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FABLE XV. 

The B utterj!y, tbe Snail, andtlP Bee. 

A BUTTERFLY, proudly per hed on the 

_ _ gaudy lea \'es of a French ;'vJ < rygold, was 

boafiing the vaH: extent and varietY. l hi . travels. I 

l ave ranged, faid he, over the gr;K.eful and majeH:ic 

fce:nes of * Haglty, and have feaH -d my eyes with 
elegance and -varitty at t The Luljowes. I have 

wandered tbro' regions of Eg1antine z.nd Honey

fi cklc, I ha\'e revel:ed 111 kiffe. on beds of V :olcts 

and Cowflips, and llavc enjoyed the delicious fra

grance of Rofe:, and Carnations. In ihort, my 
f~ncy unbounded, and my flight unrefhained, I have 

vifited v.ith fCrfeCl: fi·eedom all the flowers of the 

.field or garden, and rnufi be allowed to know the 

world in a fupcrlative degree. 
A Snail, who hung attentive to his wonders on 

Lora Ly·telton',. t 1.1r. Shcnfl:onc's. 

a cabbage-
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a cabbage-leaf, was :fhuck with admiration ; and 
concluded him, from all his experience, to be the 
wifeft of animal creatures. 

It happened that a Bee purfued her occupation o_n 
a neighbouring bed of Marjoram, and having heard 
our oftentatious vagrant, reprimanded him in thrs 
manner. Vain, empty fiutterer, faid .Ihe, whom in. 
fl:ruCtion cannot improve, nor experience itfelf en
Jighten ! Thou haft rambled over the world;_ where
in does thy knowledge of it confifr ? Thou haft feen 
variety of objects ; what conclufions haft thou drawn 
from them ? Thou haft tafred of every amufement ; 
haft thou extraB:ed any thing for ufe ? I too am a 
traveller: go and look into my hive; and let _my 
treafures intimate to thee, that the end of travelling 
is to collett materials either for the ufe and etholu
ment ~Bf private life, or for the advantage of the com
munity. 

I 2 · FABLE XVI 
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F ABLE XVI. 

The 'Tuberofe and the Sun-Fkwcr. 

A T UB E R 0 S E, in a bow-window on the 
north fide of a fiatcly villa, addrc:fled a Sun

flower which grew on a Ilope that was contiguous 
to the lwuie. Pray, neighbour, fays he, to what 
purpofe do you pay all this devotion to that ficrit"ou 
deity of yours, the Sun ? Why arc j ou it ill difiort
ing your body, and cafiing up your e}es to that glar
ing luminary? What fuperihtion induce;) you to 
think, that we flowers exifi only throu~h his influ
ence? Both you and I am furely indebted to the hot 
bed, and to the diligence of the gardener, for our 
production and fupport. For my part, I £hall re
ferve my hom::tge, together with rr. y fweets, for that 
benevolent maftcr who is continually watering and 
refrelhing me: nor do I deflre ever to fee the face of 
that Sun you fo ·ainly idolize, while I can enjoy the 
cool !hade of this magnificent faloon. Truce with 

thy 
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hy blafphemies, replied the Sun-flower: why doft 
thou revile that r-lorious Eeing, who Ji r~ .. enfes ]if~ - o ~ r 
and vigour, not only to us, bu!: to every p:ut of the 
creation? \Vithout this, alas! hm~r indfdtual were 
the fkili and vigilance of thy boafied m;:d:ter, either 
to fupport thy tender frame, or even to prd~rve his 
own! But this mufi ever be the cafe with fuch con
tratfed underftandings : fuf:ficient, :nd::ed, to point 
<)-ut our more immediate bencbtl:oi:', hut difregard
ing the original Source from \vhich all beneficence 
proceeds. 

FA B L E XVII. 
Tbe l!Jazpye m j tbe Raven. 

HFRE · -- ,,-% a ccrt2-m agpye more bufy 
_. .:nd m ore loquacio IS than any of h. s tribe. 

l i JS tongue w as in perp tual motion, and himfeif 
continually upon the wing; Buaerinb from place to 
lac~, and very feldom appearing twice together in 

the iame company. 
I ,.., 

) Somet· 1cs 
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Sometimes you faw him with a flock of Pigeons, 
p1undering a field of new-fown corn; now perched 
upon a cherry-tree with a parcel of Tom-Tits: the 
next moment, you would be furprifed to find the 
fame individual bird engaged with a flight of Crows, 
and feaH:ing upon a carcaie. 

He took it one day into his head to vifit an old 
Raven, who lived retired among the branches of a 
venerable oak; and there, at the foot of a lonely 
mountain, had pafi near half a century. 

I admire, fays the prating bird, your mofi roman
t ic fituation, and the wildnefs of thefe rocks and 
precipices around you: · I am abfolutely tranfported 
with the murmur of that water-f:all; methinks it 
diffufes a tranquillity fnrpaffing all the jeys of public 
life. What an agreeable fequefiration from worldly 
bu:fHe and impertinence ! what an opportunity of 
contemplating the divine beauties of Nature ! I ihall 
mofi certainly quit the gaieties of town , and for the 
fake of thefe rural fcenes, and my good fri end's con
verfation, pa_fs the remainder of my days in the foli
tude he has chofen. 

Well, Sir, repi i ~s the R aven, I fhoJl be at all 
times glad to recei ve you in my old-fafhioned way ; 
but you and I fhould certainly prove mofi unfuit
:able companions. Your whole ambition is to ili ine 
in company, and to recommend yourfelf to the 
world by un i verf~d complaif.:1.nce; whereas my great
eft happinefs confifis in eafe and privacy, and the fe 
letl convc:rfation of a few whom I efteem . I prefer 
a good heart to the moPe voluble tongue; 2.nd though 
much obliged to you for the politenefs of your pro
fd lions, yet I fee your benevolence divided among 
fo numerous an acquain tance, that a very fl ender 
ihare of it can remain for thofe you are ple, fed to 
honour with tlil.e name of friends. 

FABLE XVIII. 
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F A B L E XVIII. 

The Dimmnd and the Loac!fione. 

A DIAMOND of great beauty and lufhe, 
obferving not only many other gems of a 

lower clafs ranged together with him in the fame 
cabinet, but a Loadil:one likewife placed not far from 
him, began to queH:ion the latter how he came there; 
and what pretenftons he had to be ranked among 
the precious il:one~ : he, who appeared to be no 
better_ than a mere :flint: a forry, coarfe, rufry-look
ing pebble ; v.'ithout any the leail: {h;ning quality to· 
advance him to fuch an honour; and concluded 
with defiring him to keep his ifrance, and pay a 
proper refpect to his fuperior . I find, faid the 
Loadil:one, you judge by external appearances ; and 
it is your interefl:, that others fhould form their 
judgment by the fame rule. I muil: own I have 
nothing to boafi of in tha refpeCl; but I may ven
ture. to fay, th:lt I m~ke amends for my outward de-

l fid:,_ 
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fecl:s, by my inward qualities. The great improve
meri t of navigation in thefe latter ages is entirely ow
ing to me. It is owing to me, that the difrant parts 
of the world are known and accdlible to each other: ; 
that the remoteft nations are conneB:ed together, 
an~ all in a manner united into one corrllr ... on· fociety; 
that by a mutual intercourfe they relieve one ano
ther's wants, and all enjoy the feveral blcffings p.::cu
Ear to each. Great Eritain i.s indebted to me fct 
her wealth, her fplendor, and her power; and the 
arts and fciences are in tJ great meafure obliged to 
me for their late improvemen~s, and their continual 
increafe. I am willmg to allow you your due 
praife iA its full extent ; you are a very pretty 
bawble; I am mightily delighted to fee you glitter 
i-.tnd fparkle ; I look upon you with pleafure and fur
prife: but I mufr be convinced that you are of fome 
fort of ufe, before I acknowledge that you have any 
real merit, or treat you with that refpeEI: which YOIJ.. 
feem to demand .. 

FABLE XIX~ 
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F A B L E XIX. 

rhe Boy and the 1Vettle. 

A LITTLE Boy playing in the fields, chanc
• ed to be flung by a Nettle, and came crying 

to his father : he told him, he had been hurt by that 
nafly weed feveral times before; that he was al
ways afraid of it; and that now he did but juH: 
touch it, as lightly as poffible, when be was fo fe
verely flung. Child, fays he, your touching it fo 
gently and timoroufly is the very reqfon of its hurting 
you. A Nettle may be handled fafely, if you do it 
with courage and refolution ; if you feize it boldly, 
and gripe it fafl, be aflured it will never fting you: 
and you wi_ll meet with many forts of perfons, as 
well as things in the world, which ought to be 
treated in the very fame manner. 

I 5 FABLE XX. 
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F ABLE XX. 
The Mor:Jler in the Sun. 

A N Afrronomer was obferving the Sun thro' a 
telefcope, in order to take an exaa draugh~ 

of the feveral fpots which appear upon the face of 
it. ·whde he was intent upon his obfervations, 
he was on a fudden furprifed with a new and afro
niihing appearance ; a large portion of the furface 
of the Sun was at once covered by a Moniter of 
enormous .fize, and horrible form; it had an im
mcnfe pair of wings, a great number of legs, and a 
long and vail probofcis; and that it was alive, was 
very apparent, from its quick atJ. l violent motions, 
vvhich the obterver could from time to t ime plamly 
perceive. Being fure of the faB: ( for how coulJ he 
be m ifl:aken in wh;_t he faw fo lear y? ) our I- hi1o. 
foph er began to dr~L·N many fu rprJir g conclufions 
fron1 prermfes fo well eftablifhed. H c calculat c 
tl e m:t,;n:tu- e of this extraord'nar · animal, and 

foun 
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found that he covered about two fquare degrees o:f 
the Sun's furface ; that placed upon the· earth he 
would fpread over half one hemi(ohere of it; and. -
that he was feven or eight times as big as the !v1oon.,. 
Hut what was moft afl:onifhing, was the prodigious 
beat that he mu:ft endure: it was plain that he was 
fomething of the nature of the Salamander, but of a: 
far more fiery tempeument,; for it was demon:ftrable 
from the clearefi principles, that i.n his prefent fitua
tion he mufi: have acquired a degree of heat two. 
thoufand times exceeding that of red-hot iron: It 
was a problem worth confidering, whethe-r he fub
:fified upon the grofs vapours of the Sun, and fo from\ 
time to time cleared away thofe fpots which they
are perpetually forming, and which ·would other-
wife wholly obfcure and incruihte its faee; o,~; 
whether ;t might not feed on the folid fubftance of 
the orb itfelf, which, by this means, tegethev withl 
the confiant expence of light, mufr foon be ex
haufied and confumed; or whether he was not now 
and then fupplied by the falling of forne excentric 
Comet into the Sun. However this might be, he: 
found by computation that the earth would be but 
fhort allowance for h-im for a few months : and far
ther, it was n0 improbable conjeB:ure, that as the· 
earth was de:ftined to be de-firoyed· by fire, this f:ery 
flying rv1oll-fier would remove hither at the appoint
ed time, and mi~ht much more eaftl.y and conve
JJiently effect a conflagration, than any C omet hither
to provided for that tervice. In the earnefl: purfuit 
()f thefe, and m:my the like deep and curious [pecula
tions, the Afhonomer was engaged,. and was pre:.. 
paring to eommunicate them to the public ln the
mean tim-e, the difcovery began to be much. talked 
of; and all the vin·uo_fi gathered together to fee fo· 
fl:range a fight. They were equally eonvinced of the 
a(:cu.racy of the obfe-rvation, and of the con.clufions fo. 

I 6 ~learly 
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.clearly deduced from it. At lafi one, more cautious 
than the reft, was refolved, before he gave a full 
affent to the report of his fenfes, to examine the 
whole procefs of the affair, and all the parts of the 
infhument ; he opened the telefcope, and behold ! a 
(mall Fly was inclofed in it, which having fettled on 
the center of the object- glafs, had given occafion to 
~11 this marvellous 'fheory. 

How often do men, through prejudice and paffion, 
through envy and malice, fix upon the brighteft and 
moft exalted character the groffeH: and moft impro
bable imputations ! It behoves us upon fuch occa
fions to be upon our guard, and to fufpend our 
judgments ; the fault perhaps is not in the objea, bu~. 
~ the mind of the obferver, 

f ABLE X ~ 
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FAB L E XXI. 

The dijcontented Bee. 

A BEE complained to Jupiter of the numerous 
evils to which her condition was expofed. 

Her body, {he faid, was weak and feeble, yet was 
fhe condemned to get her living by perpetual toil: 
fhe was benumbed by the cold of winter, and re
laxed by the heat of fummer. Her haw1ts were in
fefted with poifonous weeds, and her flights ob
fl:ruB:ed by fi:orms and tempefi:s. In fhort, what 
with dangers from without, and difeafes from with
in, her life was rendered one continual fcene of 
anxiety and wretchednefs. Behold now, faid Ju_
piter, the frowardnefs and folly of this unthankful 
race! The flowers of the field I have fpread before 
them as a feafi:, and have endeavoured to regale 
them with an endlefs variety. They now revel on 
odoriferous beds of thyme and lavender, and now 
oh the ftill more fragrant banks of violets and 

8 rofes. 
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rofes. The bulinefs _they complain of .is the ex
traB:ion. of honey ; and, to aHeviate their toil, I 
have allowed them wings, which readily tranfport 
them from one banquet to another. Storms, tem
pefis, and noxious weeds, I have given them faga
city to fhu·n; ·and if they are mifled, 'tis through. 
the perverfenefs of their inclinations. But thus it 
is with Bees, and thus with M~n: they mifcon
ftrue the benevolence of my defigns, and then com
plain that my decrees are rigid : they ungratefully 
{)Verlook all the advantages, and magnify aU the 
inconveniencies of their £lations. But let my 
creatures purfue their happinefs through the paths 
marked out by nature ; and they wiil then feel no. 
pains which they have not pleafure.s ~o compen... fate... · 

··'ABLE XXIl. 
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FABLE XXII .. 

The Snipe Shooter. 

A S a Sportfman ranged the fields wi.th hi"s gun') 
attended by an experienced old Spaniel, he 

happened to fpring a Snipe, and almoft at the fame 
infiant a covey of Partridges. Surpriied at the ac
£ident, and divided in his aim, he let fly too in de .. 
terminately, and by this means miffed them botho 
Ah, my good mafter, f.aid the Spaniel, you· iliould 
never have two aims at once. Had you not been 
dazzled and feduced by the luxurious hope of Pa-r
~ri~ge, you would moft probably have i.ecured you 
-.:Il l e. 

fABLE XXIII~ 
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F A B L E XXIII. 

The Beggar and his Dog. 

ABEGGAR and his Dog fate at the gate of a 
noble Courtier, and were preparing to make 

a meal on a bowl of fragments from the kitchen
maid. A poor Dependant of his Lordfhip's, who 
had been :fharing fhe fingular favour of a dinner at 
the fi:eward's table, was £huck with the appearance, 
and £topped a little to obferve them. 1 'he Beggar,. 
hungry and voracious as any Courtier in Chrifi-en
dom, feized with greedinefs the choicefi morfels, 
and [wallowed them himfclf; the refidue was di
vided into portions for his children. A fcrag was 
thrufi: into one pocket for honcfi Jack, a cruft into 
another for balhf ul Tom, and a 1 uncheon of cheefe 
was wrapt up with care for the little favourite of L1s 
hopeful family. In £bort, if any thing was thrown 
to the Dog, it was a bone fo clofely picked, that it 
fcarce afforded a pittance to keep life and foul toge-

ther. 
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ther. How exaB:ly alike, faid the Depei.1dant, is 
this poor Dog's cafe and mine! He is watching for 
a dinner from a mafter who cannot fpare it; 1 for a 
place from a needy Lord, whofe w<~nts perhaps are 
gr;ea ter than my own, and whofe relations more cla
morous than any of this Beggar's brats. Shrewdly 
was it faid by an jngenious writer, a Courtier's De
pmdrmt is a B:ggar's Dog . 

F ABLE XXIV. 

The Sun and the Vapour. 

IN th.e evening of a fummcr's day, the Sun, as 
he cl fcenJed behind t 1e weil:ern hill, beheld a 

thick and unwholefome Vapour extending itfelf O\'er 
the whole face of the va.llies. Every fhrub and every 
flower immediately fokled up its leav , and fhrunk 
from the touch of bi.s detefted enemy. vVell hail: 
~ou chofen, faid the G od of day, this the hour of 

m• 
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my departure, to fpread thy pefiilential influence, 
~nd taint the beauties of the creation. Enjoy for a 
fhort fpace the nctable triumphs of thy malignity. 
l :lhall return ag:1in with the morninz, repair thy 
mifchi'efs, and put an end to tby exiHence. A1ay 
the Slanderer in thy fate difcerri his own, and be 
warned to dread the return of 'Truth. 

FABLE XXV. 

'Love and Folly. 

I N the moft early flate of thin as, and among the 
eldeft of beings, exii1:ed that God, a the poets 

entitle him, or rather that Dremon, a Plato calls 
him, whofe name is Love. He was affifl:ing to the 
Father of the Gods, in reducing chaos into order, 
in eihbliiliing the harmony of the univerfe, and in 
regulating and putting in execution the laws, by 
which the operations of nature are performed, and 
the frame of the world fuhfiil • Uni ;erfal good 

~emcd 
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, feemed to be his only fiudy, and he was the fupreme 
delight both of Gods and men. But in procefs of 
time, among other diforders that arofe in the uni
verfe, it appeared that Lov€ began to deviate very 
often from what had feemed till now to be his chief 
purfuit: · he would raife frequent djfiurbances and 
confufion in the courfe of nature ; though it was al
ways under the pretence of maintaining order and 
agreement. It feems he had entered into a very 
intimate acquaintance with a perfon who had but 
lately made her appearance in the world. This 
perfon was F olly, the daughter of Pride - and Ig
norance. They were often together, and as often 
as they were, fome mifchief was fure to be the 
confequence. By degrees he introduced her into 
the heavens .; where it was their great joy by va
rious artifices to lead the Gods into fuch meafures 
as involved them in many inconveniences, and 
expofed them to much ridicule. They deluded 
them all in their turns, except .rvJinervo.., the only 
divinity that efcaped their wiles. Even Jupiter 
himfelf was induced by them to take fome Heps 
not at aJl fuitable to the dignity of his charaCter. 
Folly had gotten the entire afcendant over her 
companion; however, fhe was refolved to make 
fiill more fure of him, and engrofs him wholly to. 
herfelf : with this defign fhe infufed a certain in
toxicating juice into his neCtar, the effects of which 
were fo powerful, that in the end it utterly de
prived him of his fight. Love was too much pre
judiced in her favour, to apprehend her to be the 
caufe of his misfortune ; nor indeed did he feem 
to be in the leafi fenfible of his condition. But 
his mother Venus foon found it out : and in the 
excefs of her grief and rage carried her com
plaint to Jupiter, conjuring him to puni!h the 
Sorcerefs who had blinded her forr. Jupiter, will-

rng_ 
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ing to clear the heavens of fuch troublefome com
pany, called both parties before him, and enquired 
into their conduB:. After a fuH hearing, he deter
mined, that Folly fhou1d make fome fort of repara
tion for the injury done to Love: and being refolvcd 
to punifh both for the many i rr.:gulari ties which 
they h~d lately introduced, he condemned Love to 
wander about the earth, and ordered .Folly to be his 
guide. 

F A B L E XXVI. 

The Edipfe. 

ONE day when the .Moon was under rrn Ecliplc, 
!he complai11~d thus to the Sun of the difcon ... 

tinuance of his favours . l'vly dearefr friend) faid 
£he, why do you not D1ine upon me as you ufed to 
do? Do I not fhine upon thee? faid the Sun;- I 
am very fure that I intend it. 0 no, replies tl e 

l\1oon> 
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'Moon, but I now perceive the reafon. I fee that 
dirty planet, the Earth, is got between us. 

The good influences 'of the great would perhaps 
be more dirtLlfive, were it not for their mifchievous 
dependants, who are fo frequently fuffered to m~ 
terpofe. 

F A B L E XXVII. 

The Boy and the Butterfly. 

A B 0 Y, greatly fmitten with the colours of a 
Butterfly, purfued it from flower to Rower 

with indefatigable pains. Firfi: he aimed to fur
prife it among the leaves of a rofe; then to cover 
it with his hat, as- it was feeding on a Jaify ; now 
hoped to fecure it, as it refied on a ~1rig of myrtle; 
and now grew fure of his prize, perceiving it 
loiter on a bed of violets~ But the .fickle Fly, 
continually changing one bloilom for another, ftill 

eludid 
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eluded his attempts. At length, obferving it half 
buried in the cup of a tulip, he ruihed forward, 
and fnatcbing it with violence, crufhed it all to 
pieces. The dying infeB:, feeing the poor Boy 
fomewhat chagrined at his difappointment, ad
dreffed him with all the calmnefs of a fl:oic, in the 
following manner:- Behold now the end of thy 
unprofitable folicitude ! and learn, for the benefit of 
thy future life, that all pl€afure is but a painted But
terfly; which, although it may ferve to amufe thee 
in the purfuit, if embraced with too much ardour, 
will periih in thy gra[p. 

F A B L E XXVIII. 

The Toad and tbe Ephemeron. 

A S fome workmen were digging marble in a 
meuntain of Scythia, they dif~erned a Toad 

of an enormous fize in the midfl: of a folid rock. 
They were very much furprifed at fo uncommon 
an appearance, and the more they confidered the 

7 circumfiances 
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drcumfiances of it, the more their wonder in
creafed. It was hard to conceive by what means 
this creature had preferved life and received nou
rifhment in fo narrow a prifon; and frill more 
difficult to account for his birth and exifience in 
a place fo totally inacce.ffible to all of his fpecies. 
They could conclude no other, than that he was 
formed together with the rock in which he had 
been bred, and was coeval with the mountain it
felt: \Vhile they were purfuing thefe [pecula
tions, the Toad fat fwdling and bloating, ~ill he 
was ready to budr with pride and [elf-importance; 
to ·which at lafi he thus gave vent :-Yes, fays he, 
you behold in me a fpecimen of the Antediluvian 
race of animals . I was begotten before the flood; 
and who is there among the prefent upftart race df 
mortals, that !hall dare to contend with me in no
bility of birth, or dignity of character? An Ephe
meron, fprung that morning from the river Hypa
nis, a::> he was Hying about from place to place, 
chanced to be prefent, and obierved all that paffed 
with great attention and curiofity. Vain boafier) 
fays he, what foundation hafi thou for pride, either 
in thy defCent, merely becaufe it is ancient, or thy 
life, t ecaufe it hath been long ? What good qua i
tie~ haft thou received from thy anceftors? Infig
J~ificant even to thyfelf, as well as ufelefs to others, 
d ou art almoft as infenf1bfe as the block in which 
thou waft bred. Even I, that had my birth only 
fi-o the fcum of the neighbouring river, at the 
rifing of this day's Sun, and who !hall die at its fet
ting, have more reafon to applaud my condition, 
than thou hafr to be proud of thine. I have enjoy
ed the warmth of the Sun, the light of the Day, 
and the purity 6f the Air : I have flown from fiream 
to Rream, from tree to tree, and from the plain to 

the 
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the mountain : I have provided for pofl:erity, and 
ihallleave behind me a numerous offspring to people 
the next age of to-morrow: in iliort, I have fulfill
ed all the ends of my being, and I have been happy. 
l\1y whole life, 'tis true, is but of twelv-e hours: but 
e\'en one hour of it is to be preferred to a thoufand 
years of mere exifl.-ence ; which have been fpent, 
like thine, in fioth, ignorance, and fiupidity. 

F ABLE XXIX. 

The Peacock. 

T HE Peacock, who at firfr was difringuiilied 
only by a crefr of feathers, preferred a peti

tion to Juno that he might be honoured alfo with 
train. As the bird was a particular favourite, 

Juno readily enough affented; and his train was 
ordered to furpafs that of every 'fowl in the 
creation. The Minion, confcious of his fuperb 

appearance, 
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D1)?_aranc~, thought it requifite to aiTume a pro ... 
portionable dignity of gait and m2.nners. The 
common Poultr,. of the farm-yard were quite afro
ni1hed at his magnificence ; and even the P heaf::mts 
themfelves beheld him with an eye of envy.-But 
when he attempted to fly, he perceived hitnfelf to 
have facrificed all his aflivity to qflentation; and tlut 
he was encumbered by the pomp in which he placed 
hi s glory. 

FABLE XXX. 

The }ly in St . Paul's Cupo!!l. 

A S a Fly was crawling l ifurcly up one of t1 e 
. columns o - St . ..~.:"aul's Cupola) !he often Ilop
p~d, furvcycd, e ·~unincd, and at lafi broke fo rth into 
the following exclamation: l.'trange ! that any one 
"vvho pretended to be an artifr, !hould ever leave fo 
fuperb a il:ruB.ure) with fo many roughndfes unpoliihed ! Ah, my friend, f'c:tid a very learn vi arc bite~, 

K ~o 
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who hung in his web under one of the capit:1ls, yoa 
ihould never decide 01. thinq;s beyond the extent of 
your capacity. This lofty building was not erected 
for fuch djm'nutive animals as you or I; but for a 
certain fort of creatures, who are at lcafr ten thou
£1.nd times as large : to their eyes, it is very poffible, 
t~efe columns may feem as ftnooth, as to you appear 
the wings of your favourite Mi.frrefs. 

F A B. L E XXXI. 

'Ihe Elm-tree and the l/z'ne 

extravagant young Vine, vainly ambitivus 
of independency, and fond of rambling at 

aro-e, defpifed the alliance of a ftately Elm that 
gre':N near, and courted her cmbrac . Having 
rilcn to fame fmall height without any kind of fup
port ihe fnot forth her flimfy branches to a very 
~1 co nmon and fuperfluous length, ca1ling on he 

nei~hDOIJf 
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neighbour to take notice how little ilie wanted his ~.ffiH:ance. Poor infatuated Shrub, replied the Elm, how inconfifient is thy conduct ! W ouldfi thou be truly independent, thou ihouldfi carefuily apply thofc juices to the enlargement of thy fiem, which thou laviibefi in vain upon unneceffary foliage; I fnortly :!hall behold thee groveling on the ground ; yet, countenanced, indeed, by many of the human race, ~ho, intoxicated with vanity, ha,·e defpifed reconomy; and who, to fupport for a moment their empty boafi of independence, have exhaufi:ed the very fo urce of it in frivolous expences. 

F A 4 . L E X .. /XII. 

N the qu<>..ter.> of a !hrub cry, \'1 k:re d~cidu u~ 
Pbnts and C\'cr- o-rcens \Yere int · rmin~k ·l \'\ ir: u ' :J D air of neglig 11 c, l t h:1ppe11~l~ t~!.lt :1 " >{2 "'fe\'"' not f: r ti·o:n :l L:11.1 ut1!n b . The Ro ~.: ··1 li,·.e:: .. :J. 
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:by the breath of ]une, and attired in all its gorgeous 
.blofloms, looked with much contempt on the Lau
J·u{bnus, who ,had nothing to diiplay but the du!ky 
·:verdure of its leaves. vVhat a wretched neighbour, 
.cried :fhe, is this ! and how ut1worthy to partake the 
honour of my company ! Better to bloom and die in 
the- c.lefert, than to affociate tnyfelf here with fuch low 
.and dirty vegetables. And is this my lot at ]aft, 
whom every nation has agreed to honour, and every 
Poet confpired to reverence, as the undoubted fove· 
<reign of the field .and garden ? If I really am fo, let 
my fubjeB:s at leail: ke.ep the.ir diilance, and let a 
£ircle remain vacant round me, ft~itable to the fiate 
;my rank requires. Here, Gardener, bring thy 
hatchet; prithee cut down this Lauruil:inus ; or at 
'leaf!: remove it to its proper fphere. Be pacified, 
my lovely Rofe, replied the Gardener, enjoy thy fo
#[)ereignty with moder.ation, and thou fhalt receive all 
the homage which thy beauty can requi1 e. But re
member that in winter, when neither thou nor any 
of thy tribe produce on~ Rower or leaf to cheer me, 
this faithful Shrub, which thou defpifefl:, will become 
the glory of my garden. Prudence therefore, as 
well as gratitude, is concerned, in the proteCtion o 
.a friend) that will !hew his Frien4fhip in adverfitl• 

FABLE XXXI!!. 
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F A B L E XXXIII. 
The Seifttive Plant and the Palm-tree. 

T HE Senfitive Plant being brought out of the· 
green-houfe on· a fine fummer's day, and . 

placed in a beautiful grove adorned with the fi.nefr 
fore£1:. trees, and the mofi curious plants, began to" 
give himfelf great ai rs, and to treat , all that were 
about him with much petulance and difdain.
Lord ! fays he, how could the Gardener think of 
fetting me among a pucel of tree- ; grofs, inani-
mate things, mere vegetables, and pcrte-8: frocks r 
Sure he doe not take me for a common plant, when1 
he knows, th:lt I have the fenfe of feeling in a more' 
e ·qui tte degree than he has himfelf: it really {hocks 
me to fee into wh:1t wretched low company he has 
introduced me; 'tis more than the delicacy of mr· 
confiitution, and the extreme tendernefs of my 
nerves, can bear. Pray, rv1rs. Acacia, fiand a little 
further off} and don't prefume quite fo much upon 

K 3. :rour .. 
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your idle _pretei)Ce of being my coufin. Good l'vir. 
Citron, keep your diftance, I befeech you ; your 
1hong {cent quite overpowers me. Friend Palm
tree, your offenfive ihade is really n~ore than I am 
abfe o fupport. 1 'he lofty Palm- treeJ as he was 
ihootinf! un his head with the more vigour unL er the 0 • 

·weight that was hung upon it, condefcended to re-
buke the impertinent creature in the following 
manner : Thou vegetable fribble ] Jearn to know 
thyfelf, and thy own worthleffnefs and infignificance. 
Thou valueft th v{df on a vicious foftnefs, a 'falfe 
delicacy, the very defecr and irnbccillity of thy na
ture. Wh~t art thou good for, that ihrinkefi at a 
touch, and droopefi: at a breath of air; feeble and 
barren, a perpetual torment to thyfelf, and wholly 
ufelefs to others? Whereas we, whom thou tre::ttefl: 
with fuch difdain, make a grateful return to man for 
his care of ns: fome of us yield him fruit, others 
are ferviceable to him by their :fhength and firm
r.c(s ; we {h?.de him from the hF:~t of the Sun, and 
we defend him from e1e violence c.J the winds; 1 
am particularly difl:ingudbed for my hardincf'> and 
p~rfc.rerance, my :fleaJinefs and con:ftmcy : <~nd on 
::teco•mt of thofe very quali ics which thou wanteft> 
<tnd 2-ffecS.eft to defi)ife, have the honour to be m:1cle 
tbe embl m of conqudl-, and the reward cf the con
quer,jr. 

FABLE XXXIV. 
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XXXIV·. 
CJ"l;e 7/J;.:j·rites alid the L·hncwnon. 

CR OCODII ,E of prodigious fize, and un
common fiercenefs, infefted the banks of the Til\!, and fpre::td defohtion through all the neigh

bo ring country. He feized the Shepherd, toge ther with the .3heep, and devoured the Herdfman a' ·vell as the r...,attle. Emboldened by fuccefs, and 
he terror which prevailed wherever he appeared, he yentured to carry his incurfions even into the iflancl 

of Tentyra, and to brave the people, who boaft themfclves the only tamers of his race. The Tentyrites thcmfclves were {huck with horror at the ap
pearance of a monfler fo much more terrible than they had ever feen before : eyen the bolde:ll: of them dared not to attack him openly; and the mo:ft expe
rienced long endeavcured with all their art and ad
drefs to furprife him, but in vain. As they were confulting together, what they fhould do in theie 

K 4 circumfi:anccs, 
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circumfrances, av Ichneumon fiepped forth, and 
,thus ~ddreffed them:-- I perceive your difirefs, 
~neighbours ; and though I cannot affift you in the 
,prefent difficulty, yet .give me leave to offer you fome 
-advice that may be of ufe to you for the future. A 
,little prudence is worth all your courage : it may be 
gJorious to overcome a great e\~iJ, but the wifefr way 
i,s to preve!lt it. You defpife the Crocodile whil~ 
he is fmall and -weak; and do nat fufficiently confi
der, that ash~ is a long. lived animal, fo 'tis his pecu
liar property to grow as long as he lives. You fee 
I am a poor, little, feeble creature; yet am I much. 
more terrible to the Crocodile, and more ufeful to 
the country, than you are. 1 attack him in the 
egg; and while you are col}triving for months to
gether, how to get the better of one Crocodile, and 
0.11 to no purpofe, I effeetu.ally ddhoy fifty of ~hem. 
in a day.. · · 
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F A B L E . XXXV. 

Th"e Tulip and tbe R -fe. -

A T U LIP and ·a Rofe happened to be near r 
neighbours · in the fame garden. T .hey were -· 

hoth . indeed extremely beautiful ; yet the Rofe en~ 
gaged confiderably_ more than .an equal ihare of th~ : 
Gardener's attention~ Enamou!·ed) as in truth he 
was, of the delicious odour it dilfu{ed, he appeared, 
in the eye of the Tulip~ to be always kiHing and ca
reiling it. . The envy and je:1loufy of rival beauties 
are not eafily to be concealed . 'J he Tu11p, v~in of 
its external charms; and unable to bear thv thought 
of being forfaken for another, remonfirz.ted in ti-~fe 
wqrds again£! the G ardener's par iality .: Vi;? hy ani · 
my beauties thus neglected ? .Are not my co~our-s 
more bright, more· variouf:, and more inviting, than 
any· which tl ~t red-faced Thing has to difplay? 
\?\Thy then is ihe to engrofs your who .. e affec ion, 
~nd th~iS for ever .to be preferr~d_.?-Be not -diiEltif-

K 5. fi~~) 
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fed, my fair Tulip, faid the Gardener; I acknow~ 
ledge thy beauties, and admire them ·as -they deferve. 
But there are found in my favourite Rofe fuch .at
traCtive odours, fuch internal charms, that I enjoy a 
banquet in their fragrance, which no mere beauty can 
pretend to furnifh. · 

F A B L E xxxvr. 
The Woodcock and the Mallard. 

A WOODCOCK and a Mallard were 
feeding toge.ther in fome marfhy ground at 

the tail of a mill-pond. Lard, fays the fqueamifh 
Woodcock,.. in what a voracious and beafily man
ner do you devour all that comes before you ! 
Neither Snail, Frog, Toad, nor any kind of filth, 
can efcape the fury of your enormous appetite. 
All ali1 e goes down, without meafure and without 
~iftinClion-What an odious vice is Gluttony. 

Good-
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Good-lack! replied the Mallard, pray how came 
you to be my accufer ? and whence has your excef
fi\:e de1icacy a right to cenfure my plain eating? Is 
it a crime to fatisfy one's hunger? Or is it not in
deed a virtue rather, · to be pleafe.d with the food 
which nature offers us? Surely I woql~ fooner be 
charged with gluttony, than y.rith· that ·finical andJ 
fickly appetite, on which you are pleafed to ground 
your fuperiority of tqfie-What a filly vice is Dain-. {s I , . tmes. . 

Thus endea-vouring to palliate their - refpecri ve 
paffions, our Epicures parted with a mutual con
tempt. _The M_allard _hafi:in~ t? devo~r fome gar
bage, whtch was m reahty a balf, Immediately gorged 
a hook thro' mere greedinefs, and overfight : while 
the \Voodcock, :Hying through a glade, in order 
to feek his favouri te juices, was entangled in a net, 
fpread acrofs it for that purpofe ; falling each of 
rhem a f.1crifice to their different, but equal foibles ... 

. / 

FABLE .t:
7 XX II, 
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F A B L E XXXVII. 
Tl..1e two TriUts and the Gudgeon. 

A FISHERMAN, in the ·month of May, fl:oocr 
angling on the banks of the Thames with an 

artificial By. He threw his bait with fo much art, 
1hat a young Trout was rulhing towards it, when 
f11c was prevented by her mother. Never, faid ilie, 
my child, be too precipitate, where there is a po.ffi-. 
bility of danger. Take due time to confider, be
fore you rifk an aB:ion that may be fataL How know 
you whether yon appearance be indeed a By, or the 
fnare of an enemy? Let fome one elfe make the ex
periment bifore you. If it be a By, he very probably 
v;iH elude the fidl: attack: and the fecond mJ.y be 
rnaue~ if not with fuccefs, at leaft with ,fafety. 
She had no fooner uttered this caution, than a 
G Ldgeon feized upon the pretended By, and became 
an cxamp.e to the giddy daughter, of the great im
·porto:nce of l-.er mother's counfel. 

}'ABLE XXX VIII. 



0 R I' G I N A L FA B L E S. 2o) 

F A B L E XXXVIII. 

The Stan m;d the Sly-Rocket. 

A S a Rocket, on a rejoicing night; afcended · 
through the air, and obferved the iheam of , 

light that dii1inguifhed his paffage, he c0~1ld not 
forbear exulting in his elevation, and calling upon 
the Stars to do him reverence. Behold, faid he, 
what gazing multitudes admire the lufire of my 
train, whilfi all your feeble fparks of light pafs un- · 
ohferved, cr difregan.led! The Stars heard his empty 
boafi with a filent indignation: The Dog-Star only 
vouchfafcd to anfwer him : How weak are tney, 
faiJ he, who value themfelves on the voi ce of popu
lar applaufc ! 'Tis true, the novelty of thy appear-
. nee may procure to thee more admiration from 
vulgar minds than our daily fplcndors can attracr, 
although indeed a bfiino- miracle. But do not eil:i

matc thy importance by tlre capricious fancy of .ill-

J.ucl \Yino-
0 • 
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judging mortals. -!Cnow thyfelf to be but the gau
dy ~-geant of a few moments, the tranfient gaze· of 
a giddy and ignorant multitude. Even while I 
fpeak, thy blaze is half extinguifhed, and thou art 
at this inH:ant finking into perpetual oblivion. 
Whereas our fires were lighted up by Heaven [0{" 
the ~dmiration and advantage of the univerfe; aqd 
our glory fuall endure for ever. 

F A B L E XXXIX. 

The Farmer and his three Enemies. 

A W 0 L F, a Fox, and a Hare, happened one 
evening to be foraging in different parts of a 

Farmer's yard. Their firft effort was pretty fuc
cefsful, and they returned in fafety to their feveral 
quarters: however, not fo happy as to be unperceiv
ed by the Farmer's watchful eye ; who placing fe
veral kinds of fnares, made each his prifoner in -the 
next attempt. He firft took the Hare to tafk, 

1 
who 
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who confeifed_ fhe had eaten a few turnip.tops, .. 
merely to fatisfy her hunger: befought him piteouffy 
to fpare her life; and promifed never to enter hjs 
grounds again. He then accofred the Fox, who in 
a fawning obfequious tone, protefied that he came 
into his premifes through no other motive than pu~e· 
good-will, to refl:rain the Hares, and ather vermin, 
from the plu,nder of his corn ; and ~ that, whatever 
evil tongues. might fay, he had too great a regard 
both for him and for ju{h{:e to be in the leafr ca-
pable of any di£honefr a8:ion. He lafr of all exa
mined the \N olf what bufinefs brought him within
the purlieus of a Farmer's yard? The VI olf very 
impudently declared, it was ,;vith a view of defuoy
i ng his Lambs, to which he had an undoubted right: 
that the Farmer himfelf was the only felon, who. 
robbed the community of W elves of what was 
meant to be their proper food. That this, at lea:ft,, 
was his opinion ; and whatever fate attended him,. 
he {hould not fcruple to rifque his life in -the purfuit 
of his lawful prey. 

The Fanner having · heard their pleas, &:term in ... 
ed the caufe in the following manner : The Hare, 
faid he, deferves compaffion, for the penitence ihe· 
ihews, and the humble confeffion £he has made :
As for the Fox and W olf, let them be hanged toge
ther; criminals alike with refpetl: to the fatl:, they 
have alike heightened their eq.ual guilt by the ag · 
c)"ravations of hypocrify and of impudence •. 

FABLE XL~ 
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/ Y A li L ~ XL. 
'The Snail and the Statue. 

A S T A T U E of the Medicean V cmis was 
erected in a -grove facred to beauty and the· 

fine arts. Its modefl: attitude, its elegant propor
tions, a:ffified by the :fituation in which it · was 
placed, attracted the regard of every deEcate ob
f~rver.-A Snail,- who had fixed himfelf beneath 
the moulding of the pedeftal, beheld with an evil 
eye the admiration it excited. Accordingly, watch
jog his opportunity, he fhove, by trailing his filthy 
Dime 0ver every limb and feature, to obliterate thofe 
Beauties which he could not endure to hear fo much . 
*Pplaudcd . An honefl: Linnet, however, who ob
ferved him at his dirty work, took the freedom to · 
• ffure hi1.n, that he would inf<~llibl y iofe hi- labour ; 
for, al though, i:1.id he, to an injudicious eye, thou , 
may':fl: fully the perfections of this finifhed piece, yet 
a more accu rate and clofe infpecror wiH difcovcr it 
beauty, through all the blcmi(hes -vvith· 1hich thou 
p~i1 endcavourecl to difguife it. 

FABLE XLI, 
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F A B L E XLI. 

The TfTater-fal!~ . 

F R 0 M the head of a nanow valley that jg 

wholly overfhaded by the growth of trees, a; . 

farge Cafcade burns felrth with a luxuriance unex

pecteJ. Fidt the current ruil1es down a precipice 

with headlong impetuofity; then dallied from rock 

to rock, and divided as it. rolls along by fragments of 

ftone or trunks of trees, it a.ffumcs a milk-white 

appearance, and {r1arkles thro' the gloom. A11 is 

intricacy ; all is profu.fion: and the tide; however 

arnpl , appears yet morr conficlerable by the fanta:ftic 

growth of roots that hide the limits of its ch·mncl. 
'I hus bounding down from one defcent to another, 

it no fooner gains the level, than it fink beneath the · 

e-~1 tb,. and buries all its glory at our feet. 
A fiK:ctator, privy to the fcanty fource whic .. 

furnifhc 
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furni{hed out this grand- appearance, fiood one day 
in a mufin£'pofj-ure, and began t.o moralize on its 
prodigality. Ah, filly fcrcam 1 faid he, why witt 
thou haften to exhauH: thy fomce, ::'..n.J thus wilfully 
incur the contempt that waits on poverty? Art 
thou ignorant that thy funds are by 110 mean,s 
equal to this expence? Fear not, my kind aclvifer, 
replied the generous Cafcade ; the gratitude 1 owe 
my mafter, who colletl:ed my rills into a fhe8.m, in
duces me to entertain his friends in the bcil: man
r:er I am able ; when alone., I aB: with more ceco
nomy. 

F A B L E XLII. 
The Oak a;zd the Sycam.orc. 'A S Y C A l\1 0 R E grew befide an Oak ; and · being not a little elevated by the firfi \Varm 

days in fpring, began to fhoot forth his leaves 
apace, and to defpife the naked O ak for infenjihilit.y 
4110 want of Jpirit . The Oak, ccnfdous of h':. 

... :..;:Jeroo; 



0 R I G I N A L FA B L E S. 2.rr 

fuperior nature, ·made this philofophical reply: Be 
not, my friend, fo much delighted with the fir:ft pre
carious addrefs of every fickle zephyr : confider, the 
fro:fts may yet return .; and if thou covetefi an equal 
rnar~ with me in all the glories of the rifing year, 
J o not afford them an opportunity to nip thy beau
ti es in their bud. As for myfelf, I only wait to fee 
this genial warmth a little confirmed : and, when .. 
ever that is the cafe, I fhall perhaps difplay a maje:fty 
that will not eafrly be fhaken. But the tree which 
appe:trs too forward to exult in the firft favourable 
glance of fpring, will ever be the readieft to droop 
beneath the frowns of winter. 

F A B L E XLIII. 

Tbe lf/o!J and the Sbt'pberd' s Dog. 

\vOLF ranging over the ford!, came vvithin 
the borders of a Sheep-walk; when mee ting: 

v.·ith a Shepher~'s Dog, that with a furly fort of & 

g rowl 
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gvowl demanded his bufine[s there, he thought 
proper to put on as innocent an appearance as he 
could, and prctefted upon his honour that he meant 
not the leaft offence. I am afraid, faid the Dog, 
the pledge of your honour is but a poor depofite for 
your honifly: you muft not take it amifs, if I object 
to the fecurity. No 11ur upon my reputation, re
plied the Wolf; I beg of you. ~v1y fenfe of honour 
jg as delicate, as my great atchievemcnts are re
nowned. I would not leave a Hain upon my memory 
for the world. The fame of v1hat arc common1y cal -
eel g reat atchievements is very precious, to be 'lure, 
returned the Dog; almoft equal to the charaB:er of 
an exce11ent butcher, a gallant highwayman, or an 
~xpert affaffin. While the Dog was yet fpeaking, a 
Lamb happened to {hay within reach of our hero. 
'The temptation was fironger than he was able to 
re:fift : he fprung upon his prey, and was fcouring 
hafiily away with it. Howeve.r, the Dog feized. 
~md held him, till the arrival of the Shepherd, w' o 
took meafures for. bis execut' on. J uH as be was.. 
going to di[f1atch him, I cbCerve, fays the Dog, 
that one of your noble:. atc/;;evemenfs is the defhuc
tion of the innocent. You are welcome to the 
renown, as you are alfo to the r~v1ar. of it. As 
for me, I £hall prefer the credit of having tJIJ'1~1/ly 
dtjC..r:r!td my mail-er's property} to a1 y f~1l11C ) o u h.t.Ve'· 
~cquircd b}~ thus heroicallj i:ruad:Fg it 

·:: · ".,I ' XLI .. . J. J ... 
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FABLE XLIV. 

The Mujhroonz and tbe Acorn. 

'AN Acorn fell from the top of an old venerable 
Oak, full on the head of a Muihroom that 

-unhappily fprung up beneath it. Wounded by the 
blow, the l\1u£hroom complained of the incivility. 
Impertinent up:ftart, replied the Acorn, why didfi: 
thou, with familiar boldncfs, approach fo near to 
thy fuperiors ? Shall the wretched offspring of a 

dunghill prefume to raife its head on a fpot ennobled 
by my ancefiors for fo -many generations ? I do not 
mean, returned the l\t1u:fhreom, to difpute the ho
J;Jour of thy birth, or to put my own in competition 
with it; on the contrary, I mu:fl: acknow1edge that 
I hardly know from whence I fprung. But furc ' tis 

.Alle?·it, and not mere anc .fl:ry, that obtains the re
gard of thofe v. hofe approbation is truly valuable: I 
·have :little perhaps to boa:fl:; but furely thou, wl o. 

haft thus infultcd me, canft have no pret"'ncc to 
boa!1: 
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boa:ft any. I pleafe the palates of mankind, and give 
a poignant flavour to their moft elegant entertain
ments; \vhile thou, with all the pride of thy ancef
t ry, are fit only to fatten Hogs. 

FABLE XLV. 

llf7ijdom and Cunning. 

A 'S Wifdom, in the form of a beautiful young 
lady, was travelling along the road, it hap

pened that £he was benighted, and loft her way. She 
had not however wandered far, when percci ving a 
light glimmer from a window at feme difl:ance, ilie 
endeavoured to direB: her Heps towards the houfe 
where it appeared. Th;s proved to be no other than 
the mi[erable abode of Selfi;'hnefs ; v.rho beneath the 
femblancc of a churlifh and clofc-fifted Pcafant, had 
long taken up his refidence in this londome habita
tion. She knocked at the door, to enquire her way. 

6 Th 
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The Lout opened it with caution; but, being im
mediately fi:ruck with the uncommon lufhe of fo 
fine a figure, he found his appetite awake, and be
came impatient for the gratification of it. Tf/fdom, 
on the other hand, feeling an utter dete:ftation of 
him, would have willingly withdrawn be~felf; but 
alas ! i.t was too late . He· took advantage of her 
diihefs, feized, and forced her to his b~d. Nine 
months afterw:-trds ihe was delivered of a [quint
eyed, fallow-faced imp, unto whom fue could never 
be induced to fhew any marks of natural affection. 
She would not even own him for her proper off
fpring; and he was put into the hands of D ullnr(s, 
to be nurfed and educated at her difcretion, As -he 
arrived to years of maturity, he was kno vn by the 
.name of Cunning. Some faint refemblance which 
he bore of his Mother:, procured him-a degree of re
fpect among perfons of fmall difcernment; and he 
·!hewed fomewhat of her addrefs in regard to the 
means by wbich he gained his ends ; but he had fo 
wuch of the Father, as never to extend his aims ~o 
~ny truly noble or foci~1l atchievemant. 
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FABLE XLVI. 

Tbe Toad and the Gold-jijh. 

·As a Golcl-fiih, newly brought from the warm 
regions of the eafr, difplayed his beauties in 

the Sun; a Toad, who had long eyed him with no 
iinall degree of envy, broke out into this exclama
tion: How partial and how fantafiic is the favour 
of mankind ! regardlefs of every exce lenc:e that is 
obvious and familiar ; and only !'huck V!ith what is 
imported from a difiant climate at a large expence ! 
\Vhat a pompous bafon is here con{huCted, and 
what extreme fondnefs is here ihewn fo:· this infig
nifcant f!:ranger! \iV1ile a quarln,pede of my im
portance is negleB:ed, ihunnecl, and even perfecu e • 

Surely, were l to appear in China, I ihoulcl receive 
the i:'lmc, or perhaps greater honours than are la
viihed here upon this tinfel f<lvourite. 

The Gold-fi{h., confcious of his real beauty, 
~nd fomewhat angry to be thus infulted by fo very 

9 ~~lightly 
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unfightly and deformed a creature, made this'· ra ... 
, tional reply. It mufr be confeffed, that the opi
nions of men are fometimes guided by the caprice 
you mention. Yet as for me and the reH: of my 
tribe, it is well known that if we are_ admired in 
England, we are not lefs admired at home : being 
there efieemed by ~he greateH: mandarihs, fed by 
ftated officers, and lodged in bafons as fy.perb as 
any your nation has to .boaft. Perhaps· then, not .. 
withfianding your fage remark, there are fome vir
tues and fome qualities that pleafe and difgufr al
moft univerfally ; and as innocence, joined to 
beauty, feldom fails to procure ~!teem, fo malice, 
added to deformity, will caufe as general a dete£h,.. 
t ion. · 

L 1-i'·ABLE XL VII. 
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F A B L E XL VII. 

?:he Hermit. 

A CERTAIN Hermit had fcooped his cave 
near the fummit of a lofty mountain, from 

whence he had an opportunity of furveying a large 
extent both of fea and land. He fat one evening, 
contemplating with pleafure on the various objects 
that lay diffufed before him. The woods were 
dreffed in the brighteft verdure; the thickets adorn
ed with the gayefi: bloffoms . The birds caroled 
beneath the branches ; the Jambs frolicked around 
the meads; the peafant whiilled befide his team; 
and the iliips, driven by gentle gales, were return
ing fafely into their proper harbours. In !hort, the 
arrival of fpring had doubly enlivened the whole 
fcene before his eye; and every objeCt: yielded a dif
play either of beauty or of bappinefs. 

On 
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On a fudden arofe a violent fiorm. The w~nds muftered all their· fury, and whole forefl:s of oak lay fcattered on the ground. Darknefs infiantly fucceeded ; hail-fiones and rain were poured forth in cataraB:s, and lightning and thunder added hor-ror to the gloom. · 
And now the fea, piled up in mountains, bore alo~ the brgefi: veffels, while the horrid uproar of its wav~s drowned the ihrieks of the wretched mariners. When the whole tempefl: had exhauHcd its fury, it was infrantly followed by the £hock of an earthquake. 
The poor inhabitants of a neighbouring villag~ flocked in crowds to our Remit's cave ; rcligioufly hoping, that his wcll-·known fanB:ity would proteB: them in their diftrefs. They were, how~ ever, not a little furprifed at the profound tranquillity that appeared in his cmtntenance. "l\t1 y friends," faid he, " be not difmayed. rrerrible to me, as w.ell as to you, would have been the war of elements we have jufi beheld; but that I have meditated with fo much attention on the v:1rious works of Provi. d.ence, as to b~ perfl,.laded that his goodnefi is equal his power." 

l . BLE )(LV111. 
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F A B L E :XLVIII. 
The Dove. 

A D 0 V E that had a mate and young ones, 

happening to fpy her cage <ioor open, was 

driven by a fudden impuHc to fly out into an adja

cent grove . There perched upon the bough of a 

fyc:amore, £he fat as it were wrapt in deep contem

plation; not recovering from her reverie, until the 

owner drew nigh unf.::en, and brought her back to 

her little faLTiil y. 
Art thou not afharr..ed then, fays her mate, thus 

to defert thy helple[c:; offi ring? Art thou not b;:Jc 

to abandon me, for the company of birds to whom 

thou art a Hranger? Could 1 have harboured fuch a 

thought? I, who have been ever conftant to our 

fi rfi: engagement:, and muil: have died of mere de

fpair, hadft thou not returned to my embraces? 

But how alas ! re turned ! Not, as it feerr.s, by 

choice, but i1 fn red by dint of artifice, ami brought 
hither by confirai.nt. 

7 I1ave 
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Have patience, replied -the rarnble.t:, and hear 
the plea of -thy repillltant mate. Witnefs all ~ 
powers of ·wedlock, ye -:that 'know what paffes iq the 
hearts of Doves, if ever, before this unhappy mo
ment, I felt a v.riili no part from thee ! the door, fo 
ieldom open, allowed 'but one moment :for delibera
tion, and 1 h~.ppened to dcciille arnffs . When re
moved to yonder wood, the ajr of hberty breathecl 
.fo fweet, that, with horror 1 ipeak it, I felt a f.ufpenJe 
about returning to the cage. Pardon, I prJ.y thee, 
this .o:n.e -crime, and be welJ aifured I will never rt 
peat it. And that thou may'fr he the more induced 
.to pardon me, lu10w, that Jhe love -of liberty burns 
ever the ftrongeft in the bofoms that are mofi: open 
to conjugal affeCtion and the 1ove of their young. 

L 3 FABLE XLIX. 
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FABLE XLIX. 

The JVightingale and the Bullfinch. 

"NIGHTINGALE and a Bullfinch occupicc! 
~ two C<'-ges in the ia:nc apartment. The Nigh

tingale perpetually varied her fong, 2nd every eft()rt 
fhe made afforded frefh entertainment. The bull
finch -always whiftled the fame dull tune that he had 
learnt, till all the family grew weary of the difgufi:
ful repetition. v\7bat is the reafon, faid the Bull 
finch one day to his neighbour, that your fot:1gs are 
always heard with peculiar attention, while mine, I 
obferve, are almofi: as wholly difregarded ? The 
reafon, replied the Nightingale, is obvious ; your 
auJience are fufficiently acquainted with every note 
you have been taught, and they know your natural 
abilities too well to expeCt any thing new from that 
quarter. How then can you fuppofe they willlifien 
to a fongfl:er, from whom nothing native or original 
is to be expeeted ? 

FABLE L. 
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F ABLE L. 

Tlu Fighting Cvcks and the 'Turkey. 

r-r" \V 0 Cocks of the genuine game-breed met 
_ _ by chance upon the confines of their refpe8:ive 

\~.ral ks. To fuch great ancl be1·oic fouls the fmallei1: 
matter imaginable .affords occafion for difpute. 
'rhey 2pproach each other \Vith pride and indigna 4 

tion ; they look defiance; they crow a chalienge; 
and immediately commences a long and bloody 
battle. It was fought on both fides with fo much 
courage and dexterity ; they gave and received fuch 
deep and defperate wounds ; that they both lay down 
upon the turf utterly fpent, blinded, and d!fabled. 
\1\fhile this ,.vas their fitLlat1on, a Turkey, tlut had 
b ·en a ffeB:ator of all that paired between them, 
drew near to the field of battle, and reproved them 

L 4 ia 
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in this manner : " How fooli!h and abfurd has
been your quarrel, my good neighbours ! A more 
ridiculous one could . fcarce have happened among 
the moft contentious of all creatures, Men. Be-

.. caufe you have crowed perhaps· in each other's 
hearing, or one of you has picked up a grain of corn 
upon the territories of his rival, you have both rem. 
dered yourfelves miferable for the remainder of your 
~ys.'> 

FABLE Ll~ 
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F A B L E LI. 

The King -ffher and the Sparrrnu. 

A S a King- fifher was :fitting beneath the fhade, 
upon the banks of a river, ilie was flrrprifed 

on a fudden by the fluttering of a Sparrow that 
had eloped from the neighbouring town, to vifit 
her. When the firit compiiri1ents were over, 
" How is it poffible," faid the Sparrow, "that a 
bird fo finely adorned can think of fpending aU her 
days in the very depth of retirement ? The golden 
plumage of your breaft, the iliining azure of your 
pinions, were never given you to be concealed, but 
to attract the wonder of beholders. Why then 
ihould you not endeavour to know the world, and 
be at the fame time, yourfelf, both known and 2.d
mired " You are very complaif;..nt at led~.; replied 
the King-fifher, to conclude t,~at my being admirer!, 
would be the confequence of my being knoz_c:n . But 
it ha fometimes been my 1o ~, in the lor.eforne 

L r: .... . 'le· ~ ,:) •-'- . 
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valleys that I frequent, to hear the complaints of 
beauty that has been negleB:ed ; and of worth that 
has been a·efpifed. Poffibly it does n<?t always happen, 
that even Jitperior e.xcel!ence is found to excite admi
ration, or to obtain encouragement. I have learned, 
befides, not to build my happinefs upon the opinion 
of others, fo much as upon [elf-conviction, and the 
approbation of my own heart. Remember, I am a 
King-fiilier; thefe woods and fi:reams .are my de
light; and fo long as they are free from winds and 
tempefi:s, believe me, I am perfectly content with 
my :fituation. Why therefore fhould I court the 
-noife and buiHe of the world, which I find fo little 
agreeable to my native difpo:fition? It may be the 
joy of a Sparrow to indulge his curiofi.ty, and to dif
play his eloqaence. I, for my part, love fi.lence, 
privacy, and contemplation; and think that every 
ope iliould confult the native bias of his temper, be
fore he choofes the way of life in which he expe& 
18 meet with happinefs. 

-~ ABLE LU, 
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F A B L E LII. 

The Bee and the .Spider. 

, . 

0 N the leaves and Bowers of the fame fhrub, 
a Spider and a Bee purfued their feveral 

occupaticns : the on€ covering her thighs with 
honey; the other diftending his bag with poi
fan. The Spider, as he glanced his eye ob
liquely at the Bee, was ruminating with fpleen 
on the fuperiority of her produCtions. And how 
happens it, faid he, in a peevifh tone, that I am 
able to colleCt nG>thing but poifOn from the felf
fame plant that fupplies thee with honey ? My 
pains and indufi:ry are not lefs than thine ; in thole 
.refpeB:s we are each indefatigable. It proceeds 
imly, replied the Bee_, from the different difpofi-

L 6 ti\m 
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tion of our nature; mine gives a . pleaqng Ravour 
te every thing I touch, whereas thine converts to 
poifon, what by a different procefs had been the 
pur eft honey. · 
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TO THE 

F I R S T B 0 0 I<Al 

F A B ·L E I. 
The Trees and the Bramble. 

~ fl E m.rfl worthlifs perfons are g~nerally the nwfl. 
"..I. 'prefummg. 

F A B L E II. 
The Frogs de firing a King. 

'Tis hetter to b~ar with Jome defects in a mila ctncf 
gentle government,· than to rifq~.e the great~r ev.i-~s if 
tyranny and perjecution. 

F A B L E III. 
The Belly and the Limbs. 

'Tis a folly even to wijh to withhold our part from th~ 
Jupport of civil government. 

F ABLE IV. 
The Wolf and the Shepherds. 

We Jev-erely cenfure that in others, which Wd ourfolvt$ 
praflije without fcruple. 

FABLE V~ 
The Fox and the Swali.ow. 

Jf7e jh!Juld well confider, whether the remov-al of apr~ 
Jent e-vil does not ttnd to introduce a greater, 
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F A B L E VI. 
The Fox and the Raven.! 

'!Phtrever flattery gains admijjion, it jeems to· hanijh 
common-fenfe. 

F A B L E VII. 
The Fox and the Stork. 

117e jhould always rejleet, before we rally another, whe· 
ther we can bear to have the jdJ retorted. 

FABLE VIII. 
The Daw with borrowed Feathers. 

<To aim at figure by the means either of borrowed wit, or 
borrowed money, generally Jubjells us at lqjl to ten
fold ridicule • 

. FA B L E IX. 
_ . The Wolf and the Lamb. 

They who do not feel the fentiments of humanity will fel
dom lift en to the pleas of reafon. 

FABLE X. 
The rv1ountain in Labour. 

~ raife uncommon expe&ations, renders an ordinary 
e11mt ridiculous. 

F A B :L E XI. 
The Boys and the Frog-s • 

. 'CJ'is unj1ffi and cruel to raife.ourfelves mirthJat the ex
pence of another's pectce a"!td happinefs. 

F A B L E XII. 
The Lark and her Young ones. 

We foould rely principally upon our own diHgence, in 
matters that con,ern ourfllves a/Qne. ~ 
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FABLE XIII. 
The Stag drinking. 

We oftm make a fo!fe '!fiimate in. preferring our crna~ 
mental talents to our ufeful ones. 

FABLE XIV. 
The Swallow and other Birds. 

Some willliflen to no convieiion but wbat they derive 
from fatal experience. 

FABLE XV. 
The Afs and the Lap-dog. 

Tbe attempt to recommend ourfelves by a behaviour fa· 
reign to ou_r charaller, is vain and ridiculous. ' 

F ABLE XVI. 
The Lion and the Moufe. 

We may aU need the a.!f!flance of our inferiors ; ancl 
jhould by no moans confider the mean¢ among them 
11s wholly incapable of returning an obligation. 

FABLE XVII. 
The Wolf and the Crane. 

'Tis the utmqfl extent of fome men's gratitude, bar: ely 
to refrain f rom oppre.f!mg and injuring their bene
faCiors. 

F A B L E XVIII. 
The Countryman and the Snake .. 

TO corifer either power upon the mifchievous, ·or -fa
vours on the undeferving, is a mifapplication of our 
/;ene'l)olence. 

FABLE XIX. 
The Dog and the Shadow. 

An orver-greedy difpqjition often Jubjetls us to loft what 
. we t!lrtady poffefi· . _ :- . 



I N D E X. 

FABLE XX. 
The Sun and the Vlind. 

Gentle means, on many occqjioas, are more · ejfeflual than 
violent ones. 

F A B L E XXI. 
The Wolf and the Mafiiff. 

A mere competence with liberty, is preferable to fervitude 
amid the greattjl afftuence. 

F A B L E XXII. 
Fortune and the School-boy. 

We are always ready to cenfure fortune for the ill ejfefls 
of our own careldJnefs. 

F A B L E XXIII. 
The Frog and the Ox. 

17Je filly ambition to vie with our fuperiors, in regard to 
Dutward figure., rather than inward accomplijhments, 
is often the caufe of utter ruin. 

F A B L E XXIV. 
The Lion and other Beafi:s hunting. 

An qffociation with tao powerful allies is aLways im .. 
prudent. 

FABLE XXV. 
The Ant and the Fly. 

11Jhe independence acquired by indvjlry is preferable to 
;be mqfl Jpl~ndiq Jl ate of vajfalage. 

FABLE XXVI. 
The Bear and the two Friends. 

Cowards are incapabLe of true Jriendjhip~ 

F A B L E XXVII. 
The Bull and the Gnat. 

_'rbe leqfl conjiderable of all mankii dare Jelc!om ~flituJ~ 
of fe!f-importance, 



I N D E X. 

F A B L E XXViii. 
The W afps and the Bees. 

'TiJ a folly to arrogate works to ourfelves of w!Jich we 
(Ire by no means capable. 

FABLE XXIX. 
The Old Man and Death. 

Men under calamity may feem to wijh for Death; hut 
they _fe!dom bid him welcome when he flares them in. 
tbe face. 

FABLE XXX. 
The Cour~ and the Country Mou[e. 

Poverty with peace is preferable to the great¢ ajflumct 
amirfft anxiety. 

FABLE XXXI. 
The Fox and the Goat. 

When we are going to encounter difficulties, we jhould 
depend more upon our own flrengtb than the aJ!!flance 
of our neighbours. 

F A B L E XXXII. 
The Farmer, the Cranes, and the Stork. 

«(hey who keep bad company m1fll often expet1 to Jujfit' 
fir the mifbehaviour of their companions. 

F A B L E XXXIII. 
The Oak and the Willow. 

The courage of meeting death in an honourable caufl, is 
more commendable than any addrefs or artifice we ca;: 
make ufe of to evade it. 

F A B L E XXXIVe 
The Boy and the Filberts. 

-rhe furifl u.1ay to gailz our ends is to m()dcrate ~!If: 
dejires. 



I N D E X. 

FABLE XXXV. 
The 5atyr and the Traveiler. 

1Pe jhould immediately decline all commerce witk a per
\ Jon whom we find to be a double-dealer. 

F A B L E XXXVI. 
The Horfe and the Stag. 

Let revenge l·e ever fo fweet, !-tis too dear a purchafi at 
tbe price of libe1·ty. 

F A B L E XXX III. 
The Farmer and his Sons. 

lndtfllry is itft!f a· Treafure. 

F A B L E XXXVIII. 
The Lion and the Gnat. 

L 'ttle mhzds m·e Jo much elevated by any advanta,gt 
gained over their Juperiors, that they are often 
thrown off their guard agair!fi a Judden change of 

Jortum •. 

F A B L E XXXIX. 
The l\1ifer and his Treafure. 

~Tis. the enjoyrnent of what we pqfjifs that alone gives it 
any rea! value. 

F A B L E X.L. 
Minerva's Olive. 

Wbatever Janey may determine, the )landing value if 
all things is in proportion to t!Jeir uje. 

F ABLE XLI. . 
The rv1imick and the: Countryman. 

'I'bere is no erro1' too extravagant for prepojfe.!Jion mul 
. pa·rtiality . 12 



I N D E X. 

F A B L E XLII. 
The Dog and the Crocodile: 

'"T/5 ever dangerous to be long conveifant with petjom 
of a bad charaller. 

F A B L E XLIII. 
The Wolf in Difguife. 

Y'bere would bet littlz chante of detefiing hypocrify, ~~M t 
it not always addirfled to av~r~a!;: its part. 

F ABLE XLIV. 
The Bee and the Spider. 

Neither ingenuity nor leaming are intitled to regard, 
but in proportion as they contribute to tbe bappinefi if 
lift. 

FABLE XLV. 
The Afs and his Ivlafter . 

.Avarice often mifJe~- its point, thro' the means it ufes 16 
jecure it. 

F A B L E XLVI. 
The Cock and the Fox. 

,-a retort the artifice employed againjl us is an allowable 
part of Je!f-defence. 

F A B L E XL VII. 
The Eagle and the Crow . 

.A Ja!Je iflimate ~f our own abilities truer expojes us to 
ridicule, and fometimes to danger. 

F A B L E XL VIII. 
Th~ Farmer and the Stag. 

Some exper2 the thanks that are due to a civility, 
wh£le they endeavour clandrflinely to undt?-mine tbe 
value of it. 



I N D -:1 X. 

FA B L E XLIX. 
The Lion, the Tyger, and-the Fox. 

The intemperate rage of clients gives the lawyer art 
cpportzmity of feizing the pr-operty in d~/j>ute. 

F A B L E L. 
The Lion and the Afs;. 

:d total neglect is the b¢1 return the generous can mah 

to the Jcurrility of the bafe. 

F A B L E LI. 
The Snake and the Hedge-hog. 

~Tis ever imprudent to join inte1~ejls with thofe who art 
able to impofl upon us their own conditions. 

F A B L E LII. 
The Trumpeter. 

The fomenter of mifchief is at leqfi as culpable as he wh1 
puts it in execution. 

F A B L E LIII. · 
Vice and F ortu.ne. 

Fortune, without the concurrence of vice, cannot ejfeau. 
ally deflroy our happineft : whereas vice, without the 
help of fortune, can make us miferable to the lqfl 
extremity. 

F ABLE LIV. 
The Bear and the Bees. 

'Twere more f' rudent to acquiefce .under an injury jr011i 
a jingle perfon, than by an act of vengeance to bring 
upon us the refmtment of a whole community. 

INDEX 



I N D E X 

TO THE 

SECOND BOOK. 

FABLE I. 
The Miller, hi3 Son) and their Afs. 'TIS better r:o purfue the diflates of one's o-wn reafon, 

than attempt to pleafe all mankind. 

F A B L E II. 
The Sorcerefs . 

There are numbers of people who would unhinge the 
world, to eafe themfelves of the Jmalldl inconva-. 
nzence. 

F A B L E III. 
The Cameleon. 

Tf:e diffirmt lights in which things appear to different 
judgmems, recom'll'z.end candour to the opinions of 
t;:/;ers, evm at the time that we t·etain our own. 

F A B L E IV. 
The Wolf and the Lamb. 

The young and artlifs jhould make caution jitpply the 
place of years and e>.pc1·ience. 

F A B L E V. 
The Fox and the Bramble. 

lPe jhould bear with patience a final/ evil, when i is 
'~nnec7ed with C! greater good~ 



f N D E X. 

F ABLE VI. 
The Fa leon and the -Hen . 

. D~fferent kinds of experience account for different kinas 

of conduct. 

F A B L E VII. 
The Travellers and the Money-bag. 

Jfe cannot reafonably expeCl t.hofe to bear a part i1z our 

ill-fortune, whom we never permitted to jhare in our 

profperity. 

F A B L E VIII. 
The difcontented Afs. 

!Fe greatly diminijh the happinefs of life, by unrler·va ... 

luing ail that is jhort of perfit7ion. 

FABLE IX, 
The two Springs. 

~he.re is more to be expetled from fedate and jiltnt, 
than from noijj, turbulent, and qflentatious beghl

ningf_. 

FABLE X. 
The Refe and the Butterfly. 

We exclaim loudly agairyl that incotiftancf in another tc 

which we give ~ccajion by our own. 

FA B L E XI. 
1'he Tortoife and .the two DYcks. 

Ct4riojity often excites thofe people to hazardous under

takings, whom vanity and indijcrction render totally 
unfit for thc·m.. · 

F A B L E XII. 
The Cat and the Old Rat. 

Rep~ated ir!/lances of artifice create a Jujp!,ion, that 
i1 our gum·d agaii:Jl it. 



1 N D E X. 

F A B L E XIII. 
The Country Maid and her Milk-pail. 

lf/ben we dwell much on diflant and chimerical advan ... tages, we neg!efl our prifent bujinefs, and are expoftcl to real misfortunes. 

F A B L E XIV. 
The Cormorant and the Fiihes. 

"Tis e.Ytreme folly to ajk advice of an intery!ed advifir, 

FABLE XV. 
The A theiil: and the Acorn. 

He who difputes the exjflence of a Deity, will find him .. fi!f confuted by every part of nature. 

FABLE XVI. · 
The Lynx and the Mole. 

JVe jhould uJe the talents that are allotted, arrd are mq/l Juitahfe to our_(pecies ; irylead of dijpamging thofe faculties, that are as properly adapted to another, 

FABLE XVII. 
The Spider and the Silk-worm. He that is employed in works of uJe generally advantages bilt!felj, or others ; while he who toils alone for fame ?!u!fi often expefl to loft his labour. 

F A B L E XVIII. 
The Bee and the Fly. 

1 he great¢ genius with a vindillive temper tJ for Jurpqffid in point if happinefi by men of talents lefi conjiderablt. 

F A B L E XIX. 
Genius, Virtue, and Reputation. 

Tbcr~ arc fiw things fa irreparably lqjl, as reputation. 



.I N D E X. 

F .ABLE XX. 
The Court of Death. 

Intemperance is the great and originatcaufe, t.bat gene-. 
iallj Jhor~em human life. 

F ABLE XXI. 
Indufiry and Sloth. 

Our term of life does not allow time for long protrac7ed 
·deliberations. 

FABLE XXI). 
The Hare's Ears . 

/! p1-udent perfon will not only prejerve his innocence, 
but avoid the conjequence of any fleming handle he 
may afford to his opprejfor. 

F A B L E XXIII. 
T he Hermit and the Bear. 

The ?"andom zeal tif inconfiderate f riends is often as hurt.,. 
j ul as tbe wrath of enemies. 

F A B L E XXIV. 
T he Paffenger and the Pilot. 

W e are no where out of the reach of Prov 'dence, eitber 
to punijh or to protdt us. 

F A B LE XXV. 
The partial Judge. 

The injuries we do, and thife we fuffir, are fildom 
w eighed in the fame fcales . 

F A B L E XXVI. 
The Fox that had lofi his Tail. 

'ris common for men io wifo others reduced to their owJZ 
level; and we ought t1 guard agai1!ft Juch advic11 a 
may proceed from this principle. 



I ·N D E X. 

F A B L E XXVII. 
The Nobleman and his Son. 

The means fuggdfed by fupe1jiitirm to fecure us from misfortune often bring it upon our heads. 

F A B L E XXVIII. 
Jupiter and the Herdfman. 

Were our ill-fudged prayers to be always granted; how 
many would be ruined at their own requdf! 

FABLE XXIX. 
The Eagle and the Owl. 

~he pm·tzality of parents often makes themfelves ridicu-. lous, and their children unhappy. 

FABLE XXX. 
The Plague among the Beafts. 

The poor and helplefi undergo thofe punijhments for fmall and tr·ivzal offences, which the rich and pGwer
fol ejcape,jor crimes of a much blacker nature. 

FABLE XXXI. 
The Cat, the Cock, and the young Moufe. 

it is not Jafe to trzfl to outward appeara_nces. 

F A B L E XXXII. 
The Farmer and his Dog. 

'The greater room the?'e appears for refentment, the more 
careful Jhoufd we be rzot to accufe an innocent perfon • . 

F A B L E XXXIII. 
The G.nat and the Bee. 

]Vfen expq;1ulate to little purpofe, when their own ex~ 
ample confutes their argument. 

M 



I N D E X. 
:0. 

F A B L E XXXIV. 
The Owl and the Eagle. 

Narrow minds think the fjjiem of the univer{e jhould 
have been contrived to fuit thenfelves alone.J 

FABLE XXXV. 
The fi.ck Lion, the Fox, and the Wolf . 

.lld"en who meditate mijchiif, Juggifl the fame to others ; 
and gencra!/y pay dear for their froward gratb'i
cations. 

F A B L E XXXV I. 
The Blind Man and the Lame. 

The wants and 'lJ..Jeakndfes of individuals form the con
net7ions ojfociety. 

F A B L E XXXVII. 
The Lion, the Bear, the Monkey, and the Fox. 

It is often more prudent to Jupprifs our fentiments, than 
;it/;er to flatter or to rail. 

F A B L E XXXVIII. 
The Owl and the Nightingale. 

-'Tis natural for a pedant to de_fpije tbofe arts which po. 
lijh our manners, a;:zd W?uld exti1pate pedantry. 

F A B L E XXXIX. 
The Ant and the Caterpillar. 

Beys of no very promijing appearance often become the 
greatifl men. 

F A B L E XL. 
The two Foxes. 

We jhould ever guard againjl thoje vices, that are ch.~tjly 
incident to our times of Life : excefs and riot, whiy'l 
we art young; and egregious parjimony, as we grow 
m years. 



I N D E X. 

F ABLE XLI. 
The conceited Owl. 

8cheme.s of ambition, without proper talents, always ter .. minate in difgrace. 

F A B L E XLII. 
The Fox and the Cc..t. 

Perfons may write fine fyjlems of morality, who never prav7i(ed a jingle virtue. 

F A B L E XLIII. 
The two Horfes. 

1:/;e objea of our prid,: is often the caufe of our misfor-tunes. 

F A B L E XL.IV. 
The Dove and the Ant. 

'Tbe mojl impo1·tant atlions are often performed by tht m?fl unlikely i?:JlrumentJ·. 

FABLE XLV. 
The Parrot. 

Grm z"ty, though fomctimes the mien of wifdom, is often found to be tbe majk of ignorance. 

F A B L E XLVI. 
The Cat and the Bat. 

It is Pafy to find reafons to j 1!Jlijj any thing we m·e in .. dined to do . 

F A B L E XL VII. 
The two Lizards. 

The Juperior fafety of an obfcure .and humbl~Jla_:ion, ts a balance fo r the honours of hzgh and envzcd life~ 
Mz 



I N D E X. 

F A B L E XL VUI. 
Jupiter's Lottery. 

Folly, paJ!ing witb men for wifdom, makes each contented 
with his ownjhare of unde1jlanding. 

F A B L E XLIX. 
The litigious Cats. 

The Jcales of 'Judicature are feldom poifed, till little t>r 
nothing remains in either. 

FABLE L.· 
The two Dogs. 

0Nr own moderation will not fecure us from diflurbanu, 
if we connetl ourfelves with men of turbulent and li
tigious difpojitions. 

F ABLE LI. 
Death and Cupid. 

'The young fhould not aCt as tho' they were exempt from 
Death ; nor the old forget to guard agai'Jil the foole
ries of Love. 

F A B L E LII. 
The Mock-bird. 

Ridicule appears with a very ill grace, in perfons wh1 
pojfefs no one talent befide. 

F A B L E LIII. 
The 5pecracles. 

Our opinions of things are altogether as various, as if 
each Jaw them thro' a different medium; our attach
ment to theje opinions as jlxed and firm, as if all Jaw 
them thro' the medium of truth. 

INDEX 
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T I-1 I R D B 0 - 0 K. 

FABL.E I. 
The Red-breafi and the Sparrow. 

I 1J11T A'T I 0 N may be padlonable, w/1er.e emulation 
will be prejumptuous. 

F A ·B L E II. 
The two Bees. 

lldorlfration and intemperance ·reward and purzijb them
felves. 

F A B L E III; 
The Diamond and the Glow-worm . 

.A jlrong point of !igbt iJ as favourable to merit,_ as it is 
cLjlructivc to Lnpqflu:-e. 

F A B L E IV. 
The Oihich and th.e Pel1can.. 

The plea_(ures of pm-e;ztal fondnefs make large amends fcur· 
ali its {m.;;idics. 

F ABLE V. 
The Hounds in Coupks. 

Mutual comp~laiices are neccjjary to matJ·inzonial ba._;-?
pinif . 

F A B L E VI. 
The Mifer and th~ l\t1~~gpye. 

Mm are ftUctn fou:z.l to condemn therl!fi-lues, otherwife 
tb:rn ~v t,.:c -=ajitre t,;ey pajs upon the~r cr.;,:;: faults in, 
6tl er pL·cp!e. 

M3 
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FABLE VII. 
The Senfitive-plant and the ThifHe. 

Both a mild dijpojition, and a vindiDive temper, gene• 
rally meet with fuitable returns. 

F ABLE VIII. 
The Poet and the Death-watch. 

The fuggo/[ions of vanity are as delu)ive as thofe of Ju
perftition. 

FA B L E IX. 
Pythagoras and the Critic. 

To dlimate the works of others by the fole flandard of 
our own conceptions, is always prefumptuous, and often 
ridiculous. 

FA B L E X. 
The Bear. 

Religious opinions are by no means the proper objeDs of 
ridicule. 

F A B L E XI. 
The Stork and the Crow. 

lYe jhould never place the dftnce of religion in the mere 
obfervance of rz"tes and ceremonies. 

F A B L E XII. 
Echo and the Owl. 

The vain 'believe their imaginary perfeDions engrofs tbe 
attention of all mankind. 

F A B L E XIII. 
Prometheus. 

The blejfing of hope is better adapted to the jlate of mqr
tals, than the gift of prefcience. 



I N. D E X. 

F ABLE XIV~ 
Mom us. 

It it hardly poffible to deprive malevolence of every occa-
jion for a cavil. · 

F A ~B L E XV. 
The Butterfly, the Snail, and the Bee. 

Fops may boqfl of their exten.five travels, but 'tis 011/y 
a few difcerning perjons that make a proper uje of 
them. 

FABLE XVI. 
The Tuberofe and the Sun-flower. 

To rdf in fecond caufes, without reference to the Ji1jl, is 
both impious and abfurd. 

F ABLE XVII. 
The Magpye and the Raven. 

The fop who pride.s bimfe!f upon a large acquaintance is 
but Jeldom capable of real friendjhip. 

F A B L E XVIII. 
The Diamond and the Loadfione. 

crhe greatdf merit is often concealed under tbe mo.ft un .. 
promi)ing appearances. 

F ABLE XIX. 
The Boy and the Nettle. 

'There are certain perjons who require to be treated rather 
witk fpirit and refolution, than either tendernefi or 
delicacy. 

FABLE XX. 
The Moniter in the Sun. 

The fault we many times impute to a cbaratler, is only t~ 
be found in th~ mind of the olferver. 



I N · D E X. 

FABLE XXI._ 
The difcontented Bee. 

The fleajicres of lift would be a balance for the pains,, 
did we 1JOt increafe the latter by our own perverfe
nefs • 

FABLE XXIf .. 
The Snipe-:fhooter. 

lYe r:ften mijs our point by dividing our attention~ 

FABLE XXIII. 
The Beggar and his Dog. 

'Tis mifery to depend upon patrons, -whoje circumflances
make tbeir charity necdfary at home. 

F A B L E XXIV. 
The Sun and the Vapour. 

Trutb, though vanijbed, returns aga'in ; jlander is never 
· of a durable nature. : 

FABLE XXV. 
Love and Folly. 

Folly has often too_great an influence in the direBion of 
our -amours. 

F A B L E XXVI. 
The E clipfe. 

cthe favours of the great are too often objltutted by tht 
invidious offices of t/Jeir mean dependants. 

F A B L E XXVII .. 
The Boy and the Butterfly. 

An immoderate pU1fu 't of pleafure ts gen()HI !y diflnvr.:Tive 
of its object. 



I N D E X. 

F A B L E XXVIII. 
The Toad and the Ephemeron. 

A lazy reliance on the antiquity of a family is by Jar lefs 
honourable than an honifl indz1lry. 

F A B L E XXIX. 
The Peacock. -

The parade and ceremony belonging to the great are. often 
a rrflraint upon their freedom and a[livity. 

FABLE XXX. 
The Fly in St. Paul's Cupola. 

TVe jhould never iflimate things beyond our reach, h)' the 
narrow jlandm-d of our own capacities. · 

F A B L E XXXI. 
The Elm-tree and the Vine. 

People who pride thenifelves upon their independence, often 
jligbt ceconomy, tbe fole foundation of it. 

F A B L E XXXII. 
- The Laurufrinus and the Rofe. 

:!'hat friend is highly to be rejpeaet? at all times, whofe 
Jriendjhip is chiefly djjiinguijhed in adverjity. 

F A B L E XXXIII. 
The Senfitive-plant and the Palm-tree, 

An excefs of delicacy is to be conftdered 1·ather as an in-o 
jirmity than as a virtue. 

F A B L E XXXIV. 
The Tentyrites and the Ichn~umon. 

lPe conquer many evi!s at jiljl with facility, whicu be.~ 
ing long neglet:ted become infurmountable., 



I N D E X. 

FABLE XXXV. 
The Tulip and the Rofe . 

. External beauty will often capti<vate; but 'tis internal 
merit that jecures the conquifl. 

F A B L E XXXVI. 
The Woodcock and the l\1allard . 

..A voracious appetite, and a fondnefs for dainties, equally 
take off our attention from more mattn··inl crmcenu. 

F A B L E XXXVII. 
The Trouts and the Gudgeon. 

A perjon can hardly be deemed too cautious, where the 
jirjt mjflake is irretrievable, or fatal. 

F A B L E XXXVIII. 
The Stars and the Sky-rocket. 

Pretenders to merit are always more vain than thoft 
who really pojfefs it. 

F A B L E XXXIX. 
The Farmer and his three F nemies. 

Humility extenuates any o-ime, of which hyp?crify and 
impudence are equal aggravations, 

F ABLE XL. 
The Snail and tl1e Statue. 

'Tis _the fate of envy to attack thoje charaClen that art 
jitperior to its malice. 

F ABLE XLI. 
The Water-fall . 

.11 generous nature will find -rejources in ceconomy, 
for the_ occojional exertion of beneficence and bojpi
tality. 



I N D E X. 

F A B L E XLII. 
The Oak and the Sycamore. 

He who is puffed up with the leqjt gale of pt·oJperity, 
will as Juddenly fink beneath the blqfis of misfor-
.tune. ' · 

F A B L E XLIII. 
The Wolf and the Shepherd's Dog~ 

Common bonqfly is a better principle than what we ojtm 
compliment with the name of heroijm. 

F ABLE XLIV. 
The l\1uiliroom and the Acorn. 

' Tbe man who values hirnfe!f too highly upon his birth; 
has je!dom much claim to any other merit. 

F A B L E XLV. 
Wifdom and Cunning. 

Cunnh1g {ee1ns to differ from wifdom., mort in the end. 
that if propojes to itje!f, than · in the means that it 
employs. 

F A B L E XLVI. 
The Toad and the Gold-fi{h. 

Beauty, joined with innocence, is univcrfally refpeDed; 
malice, added to deformity, is uni·ve?fa!ly abbon·ed. 

F A .B L E XL VII. -
The Hermit, 

'I'be good1:ejs qf Providence, appm-ent in his 'f!.}orks, is a 
proper motive jo1· our tranquillity amic!Jl every exet
t/on of his power. 

F A B L E XLVIII. 
The Dove. 

Ve kve of liberty, in well-cm!flituled minds, bolds a 
place little inferior to that of 11atura! ajfetlion. 



I . N D E X. 

FA B L E XLIX. 
The Nightingale and the Bullfinch. 

Learning is undoubtedly of tbe utmqfl advantage to real 
genius : yet, when put in competition_, tbe funds of tbe 
one are limited; and of tbe other inexhazfiiible. 

F ABLE L. 
The Fighting Cocks and the Turke}"l 

Litigious perjons feldom confider, before they go to law, 
whether the conquifl will be worth the cr!fi. 

F ABLE LI. 
The King-fifher and the Sparrow. 

Men's natural tempen will bifl dire8 them to their pro
per JPh.ere in the purjuit of happinefs. 

FABLE LIL 
1'he Bee and the Spider. 

The candid reader will reap impr()vement, where the 
froward criticjinds only matter of cenfure. 

F I N I S. 










