


Tonge, Winkworth Cottnam, whose 
origin is obscure, served at the siege of LOUIS

BOURG in 1745. He went to Halifax in 1749with 
the rank of ensign and was an engineer officer 
at Chignecto in I752 and at the capture of 
Louisbourg in I758 and of Quebec in 1759. 
He was appointed a justice of the peace for 
Nova Scotia in I759, the year in which he was 
first elected to the House of Assernbly. In 1772 
he was appointed naval officer (an official ap
pointed by the British treasury to report on the 
operation of the trade and navigation laws), 
and he \vas superintendent of roads, bridges, 
and public works fro1n I775 to 1785. 

When the Inain body of the LOYALISTS 

arrived in the province in I7S3, Tonge began 
to build up a popular party by pointing out 
th::tt the interests of the outlying districts were 
neglected by the governor and ruling clique 
in Halifax. This brought hin1. into conflict 
with Sir John WENTWORTH, the governor of 
Nova Scotia fron1. 1792 to ii 8oS. In 1797 Tonge 
sumn1.oned a convention of n1.ilitia officers to 
discuss resolutions under \vhich officers would 
gain a voice in the Inanagctncnt of military 
affairs, and he opposed governrnent n1.easures 
in the assen1bly. In I8o6, after a particularly 
stonny session in 1805, during which Tonge 
was speaker, W ent\vorth refused to accept 
him as speaker and disn1.issed hin1. from the 
post of naval officer in I 807. Tonge left the 
province in I 8o8. Shortly afterwards the 
popular movement subsided. 
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MY LORD, 

I an1 but lately arrived in England from 
Nova Scotia, a country now become 

the fubjeCl: of n1uch converfation, in which 
I find very erroneous opinions prevail con
cerning the climate and· foil, &c. of that 
country, and this propagated by artful and 
deligning people, firengthened and .fup
ported by rnany gentlemen who have had 
but a very tranfient and fuperficial know .. 
ledge, and whofe judgtnent in general of 
the whole, \Vere formed frorn what they 
fa-.v on the coall, and that chiefly about 

flaHfax. 

If n1ore than thirty years reGdence, 
and the greatefl: pat~t of that titne fpent in 

A· 3 acq utnng 
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acqu1nng experience in agriculture, can 

be a foundation for a k 1~ 8 w ledge of that 

country, I am fo far qualified, and there

fore fl1all take upon me to defcribe it 
\vith the firictefi regard to truth; which 
I hope "'dl remove all unjufr prejudices, 

either defignedly, artfully, or ignorantly 

raifed to n1iflead worthy tninds, regat"ding 

a country that may be 1nade of the great ... 

efi: importance to this. 

It is now generally fuppofed there wi!l 
be confiderable emigrations from his Ma
jefiy's European don1inions ( an·d other 
parts) to the States of America; might it not 

be juft and wife to turn thefe voluntary 

exile~, by th~ force of truth, to populate our 

remaining pofiefi'ions in that part of the 
world? 

Your exalted rank, and well knov;'n 

characrer for love of truth, jufiice, and 

your country, point your Lord01ip out 

as the fittefi: perfon to addrefs on this oc

caGon. It is therefore, my Lord, \vith 

the 
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the .mofl: humble fubmiffion, l reque! 

your Lordfi1ip's patronage of the few. fol· 
lowing matters of fact. 

And jir)l, as to the Climate. 

The Pen in fula of Nova Scotia, is from 

5 to 7° fouth latitude of LondoQ, confe

quently the fun's wamth and influence 

~here, mull: be greater than here. If at 

any time the cold is more fevere in win

ter, and the frofi more intenfe, the differ

ence arifes from the \vinds, w·hich, when 

blowing from N. W. and W. N. W .. pafs 

over wilderneffes, and large traCts of un

cultivated lands, interfperfed with many 

rivers, and extenfive lakes, and lie con

gealed genera1ly till the middle of April, 

in froft and fnow; but thefe fnows tnelt 

when the winds come about to the 

E. S. E. and from thence to the W. S. W. 
and are frequently in the winter carried 

off all the c1eared lands, fo as to render 

it a detriment to the people, the roads 

being befi: whi]fi the fnows lies upon 

them, 
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then1, and the weather is the clearefi and 
·rnofl: wholeforne for man and bea!l: whiHl: 
the cold winds continue. It may appear 
firange, that no feverity of weather pre

vents the people ~vorking under the 
ilielter of the woods, except rain ; tho' 
there may be fon1e few days too fevere 
to pennit delicate people to be ]of?g ex

pofed to it. 1""o prove, my Lord, that 

any extraordinary feverity of the weather, 
which is now ren1arked, will be no 

longer complained of vvhen that country 

fhall be fettled and cultivated like Eu-, 

rope, I took a thennometer, and hung i,t 
out of a window, jri a northetn afpcCt; 
expofed to the wind at N. W. I imme

diately removed the fame thermometer 
into a fouthern one, lheltered from the 
wind, and ex pofcd to the fun, and the 
fudden and ahnofl:: inftantaneou~ effeCt 

' 1 

was a change of 40°. And after all; 

notwithflanding fo much has been faid 

aboot the feverity of the wintel'", very 
fe\V of the Europeans change their or• 

dinary cloathing, except thofe who expect 

to be long expofed to the open air ; ana 

whe-Q 
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wh·en at horne, they may keep thernfelves 
.as warm as they pleafe. Every body 
knows the abundance of wood they have 
for fuel, but few imagine that they have 
both coals and turf; the former of which 
there is in many parts of Nova Scotia, 
and alfo many bogs. And here it may 
be aiked, "Vhy are coals frequently im
ported from England into Halifax? The 
anfwer is, The difficulty and expence of 
digging and tranfporting coals from our 
mines ( efpecially during the war, when 

labourers were difficult to be had) ren
ders that method (the fmall quantity they 
bring being only for ballafi) much cheap• 
er. But the King's troops in Americ~ 
were chiefly fupplied from Cape Breton 
mines. The want of labourers~ in like 

manner, affeB:s the cutting and tranf

porting wood for fale. But this is an 
affair With which the C,QUntryman and 

fettler in general have nothing to do. 
They have their wood in plenty at no 

great di!lance, which they cut down at 
leifure in winter, and bring with eafe 

and little e"pence to their dcors: a quan ... 
B tity 
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tity of "rood fufficient to fupply t\vo fire$ 

for a week (and which is equal to one~ 

tbird of a chaldron of coals) colt, before 
the war, only eighteen-pence for cutting 
and piling; that is, a chrddron of coals:r 

or what is equal thereto, three cords of 
,vooa, would coft, the cu.tting and piling~ 

four !billings and fi~pence. 

Again, n1y Lord, that that climate is 
favourable to the prodt.£Ct:ion of all kinds 
of grain, roots, fruits, and vegetables, 
which Britain produces, is a demonftrable 
truth. The feafons, indeed, for (owing" 
~re not e·xaB:ly the fame i but good huf,.. 
bandry produces good grain~ They 
(from feme experie~ce) prefer the {pring 
to the fall fqr fowing their wheat, becaufe 
it is not expofed to fo many injuries ancl 
accidents, as it would be in cafe of an 
open winter. Nor is the grain, perhaps, 
~nferior, nor the inconvenience greater to 

the farmer in the courfe of his bufinefs.; 

if he plows his ground in the preceding 
fall, and having ·nothing to do upon his 

lands thus p1oweq~ then to fow his 
. 

grain, 
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~rain, and lightly to harrow it, he may 
get all his wheat into the ground before 
the middle of April ; even though the· 

the froft, in the beginning of that 
n1onth, lhould not be entirely out of the 

ground, \Vhich rarely happens. T-he 
ground is then, by the winter frofi:s, 
light and mellow. But even fhould the 

wheat 4 fowing be deferred till the lniddle 
of May, as may fometimes happen, 
through bad weather, but more likely 

careleffnefs:. good crops have been pro

duced and reaped, a1mofi as early as that 
fowed in. a lefs advanced feafon. 1\fter 
the wheat, they [ow oats, peafe, beans, 

barley, and Indian corn, which fucceeds 
very we-ll. And though it lhould be the 

latter end of May, or even the rniddle of 
June, yet their barley fowed fo late, will 

be good. They th~p plant pota,toes, that 
root [Qcceeds with them very well; great 

quantities are raifed, and cattle are fatted 
with them. Turnips are Cowed from the 
latter end of July to the n1iddle of Au
.gufi, and grow to a large fize, which 

they draw before the fevere froft com.es, 
B ~ and 
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and put them in pits or cellars, to pre
ferve them from it; and with thefe, as: 
well as with potatoes, they feed their 
:tl:ore hogs, and fat their lheep. 

Rye is the only grain fown in the fall,. 

which is often reaped in July, and wheat 

and peafe, &c. about the middle of Au
gufi: but if later, there feld'om arifes any 
injury, never having long continued rains, 
tne fall of the year in that country being 
(generally) remarkably fine; and the fea
fon for hay-making is m·ofi commonly 
good ;. eight-ancl-forty hours being ge
Jierally fufficient to cure it. Mowing be
gins the firft or fecond week in July~ 

though in June red clover is. fit to mo"''",. 
if the land is rich. 

As to the foils in this conntry, they ar~ 
as m· moil: others, o,f different natures :: 
but amongft them ther.e is one, I believe·, 
almoft peculiar to Nova Scotia ; and not 
e-xceeded by any in the world in point of 
tichnefs and farlility. 

This. 
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'l;his foil is found on the fides of riversi 

which have a communication with the 

Bay of Fundy ; the rapidity of the tides 

in that Bay, occafions a great muddine~; 

which fubfiding in eddies, form bodies, 

in a few years, of n1arlh~land, compofed 

entirely of thofe light floating particles in 

the water. Thefe madh-lands, when they 

arife to a level of common high tides, are 
dyked, which inclofe them from fpring

tides ; thefe are made at no great ex

pence; and then, by the help of drains, 

they become more firm and dry, earlier 

in the fpring than uplands. 

Plow thefe lands t l) e: third year after 

they have been dyked and dr~'<ined, and 
fronl one plowing only, their produce 

will be extremely great; often as far a9· 
forty or more bufuels of found good 
wheat, con1monly wejghing fixty pounds 

a bufhel, of eight gallons Winchefier 

meafure~ And what may be thought 

afioniiliing, my Lord, tvvelve years fuc ... 

ceffively, this land has continued to yield 

large crops, \Vithout change of grain, refi-1 
or 
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or manure; and tbe bletter fort of it, after 
thefe crops, naturally produce red clover 

in great abundance, which rife through 

~he fiubble, and the greateft p~r~ of the 

uplands do the fame, if manured. 

As to white clover, or trefoil, that 

arifes fpontaneoufl y, with a variety of other 

natural grafi'es, foon after opening and 

clearing the woods. This country has 

the advantage of lime-fione in moft parts.., 

alfo beds of In ad. And the fides and 

beds of the rivers near the Bay of Fundy, 
produce excellent manure for the uplands. 
Alfo, as the length of the \lr~inter oblige 

them to fodder their cattle longer than in 

Europe, their barn and fiable·ryards con

fequently produce very confiderable quan .. 
ti ties of manure, 

To remove the fear Y\'hich rnay a!"ife 

from the thoughts of a long winter, it 
may be necetrary to explain, tny Lord, 
the manner of their wintering their 

cattle, in the parts adjacent to the Bay of 

Fundy. 
Snovv 
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Snow (with fmall frofi for a nio-ht ur 

b 

two) does not begin to fall in that 
eountry, in general, before the tniddle of 
Nove1nhe·r, ·neither of which remain: 

but the cold and fever·e wea·ther increafes , 
by a gentJe gradation) till about Chrifi-
fnas ; then the cold fets in; and the ii1ow 
falling pretty deep, the flock of cattle 
mufi have fodder thrown out to them, as 

few people houfe their young cattle or 
horfes all -the winter. This foddet· con• 
{lfis of ftraw, and of two forts of hav, .. 
difi:inguifhed by fait and jlat grafs, both 
cut on n1adhes not dyked; the flat fort 
is exceeding good, and of which one acre 
pften produce three tons and more. 

The milch cows, and ·working horfes 
and oxen, are kept in the houfe, and fod
Jered every night with their heft hay, for 
about fiv-e rnon tbs or more, that is, from 

Decen1ber towards the middle of April ; 
and notwithftanding the confinen1ent, a 
PlUrrain amongfi the cattle, or rot amongft 

the iheep, have neve.r been known in that 
~oqntry. When the fnows are carried 

otf 
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eff by rain and thaws, which frequently 
happen in the winter, at thefe times the 
cattle try to get abroad ; and they could 
fubfift very well. But as no country yields 
better, or more plentiful crops of hay, as 
well as pafture, the provident farmer need 
not be under any apprehenfions as to the 

length of the winter. 

All kinds of fruit, roots, and vege
tables, that have been tried in this 
country, fuceed as well as in England,; 

and follle are brought to greater perfection 
in the natural way. 

Permit· me now, my Lord, to take up 
a few moments more of your Lord
lhip's time, in examining fome of the na· 
tural advantages of Nova Scotia, which, 
if thoroughly underftood, will render 

it an objett inefiimable to Great Bri
tain. 

Fitft, 
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Fidl, tny Lord, it is the nearefr part 

c0f the Anlerican continent to any part of 
Europe. And as its coafi, on the At

lantic Ocean, is the nearefl: to the coafl: 

and Banks of Newfoundland, the people 

of New-England acknowledge, that three 

~oyages to the Banks, will not take up 

more time from. Nova Scotia, .than two 
fron1 theirs. 

Again, its o\vn coafi, from the Bay of 
Chaleur round to Minas-bafon in the 

13ay of Fundy, abounds with all forts of 
fiih, fuch as .cod, mackarel, herrings, 

with moil: kinds of !hell-fi.fh, and other 

{ea-filh. The rivers are furnilhe~ like

wife, with falmon, {turgeon, bafs, iliad, 

.ale-wives, eel~, &c. &c .. &c. And as no 

.country is better provided with numerous 

and convenient harbours, fo it exceeds 

all others for the purpofes of carrying on 

.the rnofr extenfi ve fi(hery, with the de ... 

cided advantage of beginning their 1:rwg 

filhery tnuch e;!rlier than that of N~w

fouodland, Cape Breton, ~r Gulph of St. 

Lawrence. 

c The 
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The winter not being near fo fevere, 

their fpring cornmencing earlier, and what 

is fiill of more confequence, their coafi is 

foon fteed of all ice, except that part near 

Cape Breton and Gulph of SL Lawrence. 

Whereas the co~fts of Newfoundland .and 

Cape Breton are generally late in the 

fprtng, incumbered with large bodies of 

floating ice, that extend many leagues, 

which are driven from the Gulph of Stp 

Lawrence after it breaks from thofe lhores 

in the fpringll 

Thefe might feetn fufficient reafons, 

and \Vhat rnufl in time give the preference 

to the Nova Scotia filhery. 

But when it is confidered further, that 

they have other and greater advantages, 

'\vhich neither N~wfoundland nor Cape 

Breton have, or ever can have, fu.r.;h as a 

plentiful country at thiir backs, not only 

to fupply the fifhery with all forts of pro

vifions, but alfo with the greateft variety 

of good timber for building vefie]s, and 

with mails and (pars of all fizes, which 

it 
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it is well known thefe countries are not 

fo well provided with, it .iliould feem in

dividuals muft be blind to their own in

terefi, not to fly to inhabit fuch a coun

try, and the nation infatuated, not to 

hold out to them all the encouragement 

that fuch a population deferves. 

The great and invaluable filher~ on the 
ex ten .five coafl:s of Nova Scotia, has hi

therto been almo!l: entirely carried on by 
the people of the New-England pro

vinces; many of whom have become 

fettlers there, finding the lands worth 

cultivating, and for the conveniency of 

curing the fi(h, which they daily caught 

in boats. New-England, in confequence, 
drew all the profits of that filhery, as 

from thence they fent all the neceifary 

fupplies, for which they had the filh in 

exchange. 

The political alteration that has lately 

taken place, mu{t of courfe break thefe 

conneCtions, and. all the benefits center 

in this natiqn; provided men of property 
C 2 enter 
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enter into that bufinefs, fotnewhat fn the 

manner the N evvfonndland tiihery is car

ried on: only here they can do it to much 

greater advantage (as is before ren1arked} 
having a plentiful country to fupply pro·

vifions for thofe employed in the fiil1ery. 

And here thefe people may re1nain the 
winter to their advantage, as they will 

:find an1ple e1nployrnent by clearing land~ 
cutting wood for fuel, and poles for 

fencing ; and a]fo in n1aking pot-aili. 

Whereas in the other fi!heries, the greateft 

part of the people go out and return an

nually, in \vhich there is a confiderahle 

riik ; and the expence cannot be much 
lefs than ten pound a·year for each indi

vidual's two paffages, and their l.of& of 
ume. 

In this province are al[o moft forts of 
tirnber, which generally grow to a very 

great fize; alfo abundance of pine-trees 

of dimeniions fit for the largeft ihips. 

Thefe lay long neglected ; and it has been 

but four or fiv~ years paft when feveral 
lhip loads have been brougl1t from thence 

for 
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for his Majefiy's navy. The ma11s are 
eafily conveyed, as well as the farmer's 

produce, by means of lakes and rivers, 

(with which that country abounds) to the 
fbips in harbours 

Before I clofe this letter, my Lord, I 

mufi: beg leave to point out feme further 

advantages this country may be of to 

G rc ~ t Bri t::~in, if fhe intends to ; :old 

an 1 pofreffions in the American hcmif

phere. 

There can be no doubt but that the 

many great advantages poifeffed by this 
country will draw muititudes to inhabit 
it. The general goodnefs of the foil, par
ticularly in the inter~or parts, and filhery 

on the coaft, will amply fupply the1n with 

all the nece1Tarv comforts of life; and in ,. 

the diligent: profecutio 1 of th :fe two 

branches of filhing and Lrming, they will 

find the greateft prufits, \Vithout attempt· 

ing manufaCtures of any fort. Even rne .... 

chanics in general quit their trades, tho 

moft in demand, and who received the 

high eft 
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highefr wages, and becon1e cultivators of 

]and; in which they never fail n1aking 

then1felves a comfortable living, if fober 
and indufl:rious: And towards the decline 

of life, may enjoy the fruits of their la
bour in eafe and plenty, and leave their 
children handfornely provided for; whom, 

if they follow the example of indufiry, 

become rich and refpetl:able. Confe

t}uentl y all their \Vearing apparel (and 

that chiefly rna de up, even their {hoes) is 

carried frorn England, as is alfo the 

greatefi: part of their houfehold fut ni

ture. 

It is \veil knovt'n there are rich rnines 

in that country, even fornc of filver, cop

per, iron, and coal~. There are quan ies 

of free il.:one, the bert of grindfi:ones be
ing to be had there; and clays of dif
ferJ~nt forts, fit for bricks, tiles, and 

potter's 'Narks. The befi of lime fiones, 

with irnmenfe quantities of plaill:er of 
Paris. Still no atte~npts are made to ma

nufacrure thofc, except icnne articles they 
cannot do without in their buildings. 

The 
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The fitnation alfo of this country fl1ould 
l:le- confidered as of the greateft irnpor
tance, from the proteClion and fuccour it 
could give on occafion, to Newfoundland, 
Cape Breton, the ifland St. John's, the 

Gulph of St. Laurence, and even ~ebec: 
It lies al fo extremely convenient for fend
ing fpeedy fuccours to our Weft India 
iflands; and is provided with moil aricles 
of trade fit for tl1.efe markets, equal, (if 
not iuperior) to any Province upon that 

continent. And in cafe of the neceility 
to err1ploy a fleet in Atnerica, no place 
can be rnore proper for the rendezvous 
of the Briti£h navy Can any harbour be 

Jnore fo than that excellent one of Hali

fax; placed as it is near the center of the 

coafl:, eafy of accefs, and open at all fea

fons of the year, with a plentiful country 

behind it, to fupply the feamen, or any 

number of troops which it may be thought 

nece11ary v~ keep in garrifon there, with 
refrelhmen ts of a11 kinds ? Nothing can 
be a ilronger proof of the truth of this, 

than at near the comn1encement of the 
late 
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late \var, his M ajefiy's troops at Boil: on 
had .fifteen hundred head of neat cattle 

fent thither, befid-:s a great number of 

fheep, hogs, and pouluy, with roots and 

feveral G1ip-loads of hay and oats. This 
great fupply fro1n [o young a fettlement, 

jr was imagined, would have exhaufied 

the country. But that was not the cafe, 

my Lord; for when the troops came frorn 

Bofion, they found every thing in abun

dance ; nor has there been the leafi ap"" 

pearance of a fcarcity ever fince. 

Many people are of a n1iftaken opinion, 

my Lord. the fettlement of the country 

began with that of Halifax. To correct 

this error, we need only recolleCl:, that 

the eflabliibmeDt of Halifax was under

taken at the conc1ufion of the war in 

1749, when Cape Breton was refl:ored to 

the French : and the objecr of this efi:a

bli!bment then \tvas, to be a check upon 

Louiibourg, by their keeping an interven

ing force between it and the Colonies; 

and a]fo for the great purpofe of protect

ing our Newfoundland fifhery. To forn1 

this 
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t;his fettlement of Halifax in a barren and 

unfavourable foil, furrounded as it was 

with enemies of Indians; and with fecret 

ones of French, it cofl: the nation large 

fums, which money was entirely expend

€d on Halifax and its inhabitants, with 
the Lunenbourg fettlement of Germans, 

and to eretl: a few fmall forts in the back 

country, the garrifons of which were ge

nera1ly kept thut up by the furrounding 
Indians. 

In this !tate it remained till the year 
176o, '\vhen the former Accadean inhabi· 

tants, or neutrals, as they were called, 

having been removed in 17 56, General 
Lawrence, Governor of the Province, pu

blilhed. invitations for people to come and 

fettle upon thefe lands. ln confequence 

of which, a confiderable number from 

the neighbouring Colonies, and many 

from Great Britain (particularly from 

Y ork!hire) and Ireland, came thither; but 
the late Americ-en war put a fiop to that 

promifing appearance. From hence, how
eYer, it is clear, that it is only from I 76o, 
J.nd not· before, that Nova Scotia became 

D .a fettle-
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a fcttlement; and from that period has 
been no further expence to the nation, 

~xcept the fmall annual grant from par

liarnen t, for the fu pport of the officers at 
government, and the m~intenance of fome 
fe'-'v f1nall g~rrifons. Even during the 
gl·eateH part of the American \Var, their 

[mall forts have been abandoned, and the 
whole country has been left to defend it
felf by its militia, which occafioned not .. 

only much lofs of time, but of property 
likewife, the inhabitants being frequent

ly plundered by the incurfions of their 

neighbouring enemies, and what could 

not be carried away, was in pC\.rt defiroyed 
by them. 

But for fear their being expofed occa

fionally to the in~udions of their neigh .. 
hours, might appear an objeB:ion for.,. 

rnidable enough to prevent people frorn 
coming to fettle, let n1e ren1ind then1, 

that th~ peninfula is joined to the conti• 

nent by a very narrow ifihmus, not eigh

teen n1iles frorn the head of the Bay of 

Furdy, to the Bay of Vert, facing the 

ifland 
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ifland of St. John's, in the Gulph of St. 
Lawrence ; and even this ifihmus is di

vided by rivers within three miles of each 

other, confequently the peninfula is alrnoft 

an ifland : and as we poifefs both fides of 

the Bay of Fundy, or at lcafl: all the nar

row parts, the entrance mi~,ht be eafily 

fecured from furprife or attacks by water. 

The great advantage for the defence of 
this country, when more populous, is ob

vious from its many lakes and rivers~ 

which, with a [mall expencc, will afford 

a mofi eafy and expEditious communica

tion to all parts. 

Further, my Lord, lhould the wifdom 

of adminifl:ration fee fit to eflablith the 

town and harbour of Halifax, as an arfe

nal and place of ftrength, perhaps it 
would be thought expedient to retnove 

the feat of civil government to a more 

cent neal and plentiful part of the country: 

and the expediency of fuch a meJfure, 

together with the utility, and confequent-

1 y the pleafure it will give to the greateft 

p~trt of the people, n1ay be thought wor

thy confideration. 
I have 
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I have the honour to be, with the high .. 
eft confideration, and with the mofi pro
found refpect, 

My LoRD, 

Your Lordfhip's 

moft obedient, and 

devoted humble fervant, 

The AUTHOR. 
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